
.^..1
November 2000 Volume 26 Number 3

Allan N. Pritchard James E. Hunt
Dewitt C. Greer Award Gibb Gilchrist Award

Manuel Saidana
Raymond E. Stotzer Jr. Award

Bily (Mack) Meador Daniel Espinoza
Extra Mile Award Extra Mile Award

Robert De La Fuente
Extra Mile Award

Dr. Charley V. Wootn
Luther DeBerry Award

Charles Ferry
Extra Mile Award

Louis A. Bronaugh
Russell H. Perry Award

Garry Cathey
Extra Mile Award i.

P ublic recognition and words of
gratitude were highlights last
month at the 7 4 th annual

Transportation Short Course at Texas
A&M University.

TxDOT and the Texas Transportation
Institute jointly sponsored the training
conference and recognition program.

TxDOT employees and friends joined
the ranks of those who were recognized
in years past for their professional and

lifesaving achievements.

Transportation News is pleased to present
the winners of the awards, with profiles
of their achievements, on pages 8-13 of
this edition. *

TxDOT honors achievers, lifesavers
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Straight Talk,
I.

November: a good time to express our thanks

his eleventh 
month 

-
November - comes
but once a year.

With its arrival, we are
reminded of the special
gifts we have received
throughout the year. We
are reminded again of the

WBS Heald importance of expressing
our thanks for such gifts.

Because we take the time to recall such
kindness and favors, we look forward to
this time of Thanksgiving.

At the Transportation Short Course last
month on the campus of Texas A&M
University, I spoke about thankfulness.

We in TxDOT have much to be thank-
ful for.

There's the opportunity to be of service
to our fellow Texans. In so many ways, we
work together to provide safe, effective
and efficient movement of goods and peo-
ple throughout Texas. By our work, we

help bring to life the quality of life that
Texas expects and demands.

There's the knowledge that our efforts
are held in high regard by the traveling
public. Many of this state's citizens write
me or tell me of their gratitude for the-
efforts of TxDOT people. You can see
some of what they have shared with me in
the letters that are printed in this paper.

There's my personal appreciation for
your efforts today to build the Texas of
tomorrow. Some say we oversee or build
highways or bridges and the like. Those
with long-range vision know that we do
far more - we help to grow the Texas
economy, to enrich the lives of our fellow
Texans, to ensure that Texas is prepared to
meet the opportunities the future is bring-
ing to us.

I am especially thankful to be in the
company of the many fine people associat-
ed with TxDOT. This is so, whether these
people are friends of transportation, or are

employees of this agency.
Being present when the various awards

were presented at this year's
Transportation Short Course filled me
with a special pride and sense of gratitude
- as it does every year.

The people you will read about in this
issue of Transportation News give us all
reason to be proud and to be thankful.

This is so because of your high-quality
work, your community involvement, and
your attention to countless details. You are
devoted to meeting the needs of travelers.
You have saved the lives of others.

Lastly, you help us understand that we
have much to give to benefit our friends,
our neighbors, and our fellow citizens -
during this month of Thanksgiving and
throughout the year.

Thanks. *

Wes Heald is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Governor thanks department
for helping to fight wildfires

The unprecedented wildfire risk the state
has experienced for the past several months is
cause for continuing concern.

Our success in responding to this threat is a
result of the dedication and commitment of
the men and women of the Texas Department
of Transportation, other state agencies, and
local and volunteer fire departments across the
Lone Star State working together.

This cooperation is an example of the com-
munity spirit that helps make Texas a beacon
state and has kept a major wildfire disaster
from occurring.

I realize your personnel have been fighting

these wildfires both directly and in support
roles. You have helped fill an important need
since many out-of-state resources were not
initially available as they were in past years.

Please express my thanks for a great job to
your staff. Their efforts have made a real dif-
ference in safeguarding Texans during another
long, dry summer.

Gov. George W. Bush
Austin

This letter was sent to Charles W Heald,
TxDOT executive director.

Transportation News is published for employees and retirees of the Texas Department of Transportation. Contents do not necessarily reflect the official
views of TxDOT. Published by the Public Information1
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Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a story you think other TxDOT employees would enjoy reading? Do
you know of a co-worker with an interesting hobby? We want your story ideas. To contribute, con-
tact your district public information officer. He or she can pass it along to us. Or you can contact
Executive Editor Tim Cunningham by phone at (512) 463-8955.

Submission info
Photos and copy (articles, columns and letters) must be submitted by the second Friday of the
month in order to appear in the most current issue of Transportation News.
District employees should discuss potential submissions with their district PIO.
Photos and copy should be sent as e-mail attachments to TCUNNIN as Microsoft Word files.
Photos sent electronically should be in .jpeg (or .jpg) format.
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Trouble getting Tansportaton News?
Call (512) 463-8588

Gov. George W. Bush
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A Day In The Life

Charles Caldwell: man on the move

Charles Caldwell is a guy who really
gets around. Before coming to
TxDOT in 1996, Caldwell worked

for two other state agencies and served under
two governors and a boss who is now a U.S.
senator. No wonder his current boss says he
is unflappable no matter what or how much
you pile on him.

In his current position as grant adminis-
trator for the Automobile Theft Prevention
Authority (ATPA) section of the Vehicle

Titles and Registration
Division, Caldwell handles
28 grants through three
state agencies and several
local law enforcement
agencies to the tune of

$11.6 million annually.
The busy time is spring

and early summer. "We
could get up to 50 grant
applications. We have to do

a lot of homework when we make our rec-
ommendations to the board," he said.

Once ATPA receives the applications,
Caldwell puts all the information into a
database. Then he, ATPA director Gus De
La Rosa and public awareness/education
director Susan Sampson review and rate the
applications before going before the seven-
member board.

"The board meets quarterly," Caldwell
explained, "and the meeting where they
decide who gets the money is by far the
liveliest. This is the last chance for grantees
to appear to try to convince the board why
they need funds for their particular programs."

Caldwell spends a part of the year travel-
ing the state visiting grantees to monitor
their programs. "I get to about 40 percent of
the grantees each year," he said. "I just want
to see how they are doing."

He finds the interaction interesting. "A lot
of the grantees are police officers," Caldwell
said. "Even though some members of my
family are cops, after hearing some of the
stories from the grantees, I realize I don't
ever want to do their job. I have a whole new
respect for what they do."

And it also made him more conscious of
his vehicle and how easy it is for a car thief
to get away with his crime. "I spread this
information to everybody I come in contact
with," he said. "No one needs to experience
having his car stolen."

Caldwell's other hat is ATPA financial
officer. "I keep track and account for all the
expenditures that hit us," he said, "and I
make sure all expenses are legitimate."

His experience proves Caldwell knows his
dollars and cents. He worked for the Texas
Treasury Department for eight years, first
under Ann Richards and then for about a
year under now-U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison.

He then worked in the internal accounting
department of the Governor's Office for
three years, again first under Richards and
then for about three months under George
W. Bush.

His next move was to work as a financial
officer/property manager/purchaser for the
Texas Chiropractic Examiners Board, where

"I figure that change is inevitable,
so you do whatever you can to

make the process

Charles Caidwell (left) with A

I
workers DirInda Sharp,

better...

better..--

- Charles Caldwell

utonoblle Theft Prevention Authority c
Susan Sampson and Gus Do La Rosa.

he stayed for three years before coming to
TxDOT

"About one month after I started work
here," Caldwell said, "ATPA was beginning
its transition from being a separate agency
into becoming part of TxDOT. It was an
interesting time."

According to De La Rosa, who empha-
sized that he has total confidence in
Caldwell, the heart and soul of ATPA's oper-
ations is managing grants. "It is extremely
important to support the grantees," he said,
"and Charles is the key to making sure this
happens. We are very fortunate to have him
as part of our team."

In addition to Caldwell, De La Rosa and
Sampson, ATPA's small staff includes two
administrative assistants.

"Gus and I each had half of the pie,"
Sampson explained, "and that was a lot for
our plates. Charles took a big piece of that
pie and, believe me, having only to deal with
a third instead of a half a piece is a big
relief."

Sampson also said that Caldwell makes
work enjoyable. "He brings with him a great
sense of responsibility," she said, "but he
approaches his duties with a certain flair that
makes working a lot of fun. He's just so laid
back."

Born and raised in Austin, Caldwell grad-
uated from Austin High School where he
played basketball. He has been working on a
degree in business management at Concordia
Lutheran University and plans on continuing
his education at Southwest Texas State
University. He and his wife Carolyn, have
two children, Charles, 12, and Coia, 6.

And although he doesn't play basketball
anymore, every year for the past 15 years
Caldwell has coordinated the Capital City
Showdown invitational basketball tournament,
which draws more than 60 high school teams.

The brainchild of Caldwell and two of his
friends, the tournament draws high school-
age boys and girls from throughout the state.

The games, refereed by college and NCAA
officials, are played at local high schools.

"We set it up through the Austin
Independent School District athletic depart-
ment," Caldwell said. "The high schools run
it and keep all the proceeds. This tournament
gives them the opportunity to make money
for their booster programs.

"The only thing we do is coordinate the
times, schedules, brackets and other adminis-
trative stuff," he said. "We spent quite a few
years talking to coaches, the NCAA and
other tournament sponsors before we decided
to do this."

The reason Caldwell started the tourna-
ment was to help high school players keep
getting experience throughout the year. "We
thought the high school players needed a lit-
tle extra help," he said. "We figured that if
they played together as a team in the sum-
mer, then they'd play better during the school
year.

"Playing in tournaments helps steady your
nerves and mature you as a player," Caldwell
said.

He used to coach basketball, but doesn't
anymore because putting together each tour-
nament is a year-round chore.

"Basketball used to be a hobby for me," he
said. "Now I just want peace and quiet for a
hobby."

And you really don't get a lot of peace and
quiet when you're constantly undergoing
some kind of change, but Caldwell doesn't
seem to mind.

"I've seen a lot of change not only
throughout my career but just since I started
working here," he said. "I've been fortunate
to have worked with good directors who wel-
comed change.

"I figure that change is inevitable, so you
do whatever you can to make the process
better," Caldwell concluded. *

Eloise Lundgren is director of the Public
Information Office.
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Metroplex rail adds Tarrant County to schedule
By Michael Peters
Fort Worth District

The Trinity Railway Express (TRE) came
in on schedule Sept. 18 to its new Richland
Hills Station during a grand opening cele-
brating Tarrant County's much-anticipated
commuter rail service.

Developed by the Fort Worth "T" and the
Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART), the
TRE entered phase two of its growing opera-
tion to provide the Metroplex with a depend-
able, convenient and affordable means of
alternative transportation.

As early as fall 2001, the railway will have
a complete multimodal facility directly con-
necting downtown Fort Worth to downtown
Dallas.

It has taken a combined effort between
the city of Fort Worth and local, state and
federal governments to meet the funding
needed for the railway to develop.

TxDOT has made several important con-
tributions, including 13 percent of the money
needed to purchase the 34-mile section of
the Rock Island Railroad that has become
the TRE railway.

Through this purchase of already existing
rail track, the TRE became one of the most
economically feasible public transportation
projects in the country.

However, with Tarrant County's portion of

DL '
the cost expected to exceed $142 million, the
TRE needed full participation from all
involved agencies, including TxDOT

In addition to money contributions for the
purchase of railway and right-of-way,
TxDOT has donated land for a "park and
ride" facility under Interstate 30.

Furthermore, TxDOT has provided fund-
ing for construction of a railroad bridge near
Interstate 30 for access to Fort Worth's final
stop at the newly restored historic Texas &
Pacific Station.

Rail corridor promotes adc
Safer railroad crossings and a

better railway system will be the
results of a new rail corridor des-
ignation in Texas, according to

state transportation officials.
The Texas portion of the

South Central Corridor -
approved in early October by
federal transportation officials -
stretches from Texarkana to
Dallas/Fort Worth to San
Antonio, following the existing
route of Amtrak's Texas Eagle.

The corridor also includes a
spur from Forth Worth to

Gainesville, near the Texas-

Oklahoma state line.
The corridor, which extends to

Oklahoma and Arkansas, com-
bines an application for higher-
speed rail corridors submitted by

TxDOT and neighboring state
departments of transportation.

"This is definitely good news
for Texas," said Wes Heald,
TxDOT executive director.

"The designation comple-
ments our existing transportation
system and will improve safety
and mobility for motorists, as
well as increase rail efficiency,"
Heald said.

The designation makes Texas
eligible to apply for additional
federal funds to make capital
improvements to the existing rail

The mTinity Rail-
way Express
prepares to
take passen-
gers from the
Richland Hills
Station to
downtown'
Dallas.
Photo by Jodi Hodges.

Since the grand opening at Richland
Hills, the program has been a huge success,
with long waiting lines to get onto the mass
transit rail line.

Tickets for monthly passes from down-
town Fort Worth to downtown Dallas will
start at $75.

Once the TRE is complete, more than
9,000 vehicles a day are projected to be elim-
inated from our highways, and commuters
will have a quick and comfortable means of
traveling in the Metroplex. *

led safety, i
line. In the next year, Texas
would be able to compete for a
portion of the $5.25 million ded-
icated funds for such routes.

Provisions in the federal trans-

portation bill allow for similar
funding opportunities through-

out the life of the bill.
TxDOT plans to submit pro-

jects that would improve high-

way-railroad crossings, which

would increase the safety for
motorists and enhance the move-

ment of trains, both passenger

and freight.
They would include projects

such as adding or replacing sig-

nals and constructing highway-

iprovements
rail grade separations along the
rail corridor.

"These kinds of improvements

will benefit everyone," added Mr.
Heald. "It was tremendous sup-

port of the communities along

the route and the hard work and
leadership of Sen. Hutchison that
has put us in a position to make

these improvements possible."

Some of the cities along the
corridor include Texarkana,
Marshall, Longview, Mineola,
Dallas, Fort Worth, Cleburne,
McGregor, Temple, Taylor,
Austin, San Marcos, San
Antonio and Gainesville. *

- Gabriela Garcia, PIO

Plan aims to improve data on transportation safety
WASHINGTON - U.S.

Transportation Secretary Rodney
E. Slater in mid-September
released "Safety in Numbers:
Using Statistics to Make the
Transportation System Safer,"
establishing the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics (BTS)
as the lead agency for improving
the quality of transportation
safety data.

It is expected that such data
will help raise the level of trans-
portation safety.

"The actions to be taken based
on the BTS Safety Data Action
Plan are an important step
toward improving safety - the
top priority of the U.S.

Department of Transportation,"
Slater said.

"Accurate and timely data will
give the entire transportation
community the information to
raise the level of safety by identi-
fying, evaluating and reducing
problem areas."

"By implementing this plan,
we will provide the DOT and
other transportation decision-
makers with a new level of data
quality," said Dr. Ashish Sen,
BTS director.

"Fact-based management of
transportation safety programs
can reduce the deaths and
injuries that are a major cost in
transportation."

Under the five-part plan:
BTS will be the lead agency

for the DOT to improve safety
data in coordination with the
DOT Safety Council.

The council is an ongoing
forum of DOT modal adminis-
trators and senior officials of the
Office of the Secretary providing
coordination and leadership on
safety issues. They will work
with data experts from each
modal administration.

Further, an Intermodal
Transportation Data Base
(ITDB) will be created to orga-
nize safety data.

And BTS will develop data
quality standards.

It is expected that the
National Transportation Library
will be expanded to provide more
resources for transportation
research.

And the U.S. Department of
Transportation will conduct 10
research projects to focus on
addressing specific shortcomings
in transportation safety data.

BTS will continue to work
with the transportation commu-
nity on improving data quality.
This is expected to occur
through an implementation team
of 20 stakeholders.

This group will meet four
times a year and issue progress
reports on key issues. *
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Service
Abilene District
20 years
Dennis J. Reynolds
5 years
Diehlman W. Estes Jr.
Joseph W. Swinney

Amarillo District
15 years
Charles H. Cave
Perry J. McKay
10 years
Robert F McKee
5 years
Richard G. Allen
Roy L. Deeds
Steve D. Gross
Raymond D. Martinez Jr.

Atlanta District
15 years
Kenneth L. Icenhower
Roger D. Plemmons
Ronald D. Watson

Austin District
20 years
Gina H. Spooner
10 years
Elton H. Anderson Jr.
William C. Bozeman
Stevie S. Kothe
Hazel G. Reinert
5 years
Kerry 0. Blackmon
Lanny D. Hall
John D. McMahan
Willie T. Moody Jr.
Benjamin P Ramirez
Edward J. Stoll Il

Beaumont District
15 years
Paul D. Remlinger
Robert S. Yeates
5 years
Earick S. Adams
Sherry A. Craft
Alejandro M. Ortiz

Awards
Brownwood District
20 years
Delinda J. Skaggs

Bryan District
20 years
Donald Mikolajewski
Redic H. Williams
15 years
Ronald C. Graham
Richard M. Roberts

Childress District
15 years
Patricia S. Swindell
Jerry E. Taylor

Corpus Christi District
35 years
Elias L. Morales
15 years
Carlos Salgado Jr.
Anthony Villarreal
5 years
Sonya Y. Lopez

Dallas District
35 years
David L. Watson
30 years
Lee J. Barnfield
Larry W. Hall
20 years
Fred A. Johnson
James R. Scott
15 years
Bruce L. Bovee
Paul A. Haas
Jimmy L. May
10 years
Betty L. Taylor
5 years
Thomas K. Hawkins
Floyd M. Mings
Russell S. Prior

El Paso District
10 years
James W. Lannon
5 years
Blanca M. Del Valle

Fort Worth District
20 years
Patsy M. Young
15 years
Kum S. Ho
Arnest N. Kime
Daniel S. Kirschbaum
Jay L. Norman
10 years
Arlice R. Hubble
Encarnacion R. Segura
Linda B. Stevens

Houston District
30 years
Benedict J. Bartos
20 years
Billy W. Horky
Joseph R. McNeeley
Marc B. Poliard
15 years
Bernard Baugh
Benjamin J. Bell
Mark W. Burkitt
Stuart C. Corder
Felix Cornibert
Kathy P Debettencourt
Jeffery A. Earl
Sammy Gomez
Richard K. Henderson
Teri L. Kaplan
Kerry V. Kipp
Dian S. Knox
Jimmie L. Prichard
David L. Slayton
Wayne E. Stone
Dee G. Ticheli
George H. Tucker
10 years
Eduardo R. Davis
Rodger J. Schneider

Laredo District
15 years
Joann E. Garcia
5 years
Samuel Rubio

Lubbock District
20 years
Delwin T. Newton
Steven P Warren
15 years
David L. Hale
10 years
David Barrera
Rebecca J. Herridge
5 years
Billy K. Harrison

Lufkin District
5 years
Angela L. Graham
Jacob E. Singleton

Odessa District
25 years
Domingo G. Arenas
15 years
Sulema M. Lascano

Paris District
15 years
Sabra P Vaughan
5 years
Jimmy R. McBrayer
Noel S. Paramanantham
Franklin T. Shearin

Pharr District
25 years
Tranquilin Pena
15 years
Arnulfo Cortez
10 years
Jorge L. Mendoza
5 years
Myra Cuellar

San Angelo District
15 years
Fred M. Bowers
James E. Smith
10 years
Hector Leal

San Antonio District
30 years
Charles L. Coldwell
20 years
Frank B. Haynes
Leslie V. Tomasini
15 years
David K. Burns
Sandra E. Ellis
Manuel J. Garza

Tyler District
40 years
Billy C. Bennett
15 years
Curtis F. Hicklen Jr.

Waco District
30 years
John H. Martindale
10 years
Cindy C. Joeris
5 years
Darnley D. Davis

Wichita Falls District
20 years
Tommy J. Veal
15 years
Sharon L. Lott
10 years
Karen R. Spencer
5 years
Kelly L. Godwin

Yoakum District
15 years
Blaise H. Dreitner
Ronnie D. Salena

Environmental Affairs
5 years
Kenneth E. Holmes

Office of General Counsel
5 years
Janice M. Mullenix

General Services Division
20 years
Timothy D. Traylor

Information Systems Div
15 years
Lesley C. Gresham
Adrienne C. Hughto
Patrick L. Richardson

Occupational Safety Div
10 years
Mary A. Parker

Texas Turnpike Authority
10 years
Edward P Pensock Jr.

Traffic Operations Division
10 years
James A. Cotton
5 years
Virginia L. Harlow
Joseph D. Maupin

Transportation Planning &
Programming Division
15 years
Robert B. St John

Travel Division
15 years
Lucia B. Cordova
10 years
Lora D. Bettencourt
5 years
Linda S. Vaughan

Vehicle Titles &
Registration Division
30 years
Barbara B. Ward
25 years
Susan L. Mainzer
Mildred L. Simons
15 years
Cherel D. Foster
10 years
Terri L. Clements

Retirements
MARCH
Lubbock District
Jerry R. Moore,
Maint Section Supervisor IIl,
33 Years

Gerald D. Hayes,
Design Project Coordinator II,
38 Years

APRIL
Lubbock District
Doris Sue Griggs,
Accounting Specialist II,
11 Years

JUNE
Lubbock District
Buddy L. Ussery,
District Equipment Mgr Ill,
36 Years

JULY
Lubbock District
Michael L. Lovinger,
Right of Way Appraiser IV,
27 Years

San Antonio District
Jose G. Vidales,
Engineering Technician IV,
19 Years

'iavel Division
Rhonda M. Hillis,
Travel Counselor IV,
20 Years

AUGUST
Austin District
Layton L. Brown,
Transportation Maint Spec V,
38 Years

Lubbock District
Ernest E. Shuler,
Distr. Sign Shop Supervisor lI
36 Years

Bobby G. Long, General
Engineering Technician IV,
25 Years

Ronnie D. Robertson,
Distr Whs Operator Sprv II,
16 Years

San Antonio District
Donald D. Forbes,
Engineering Technician Ill,
31 Years

Jessie H. Bohnert,
Engineering Technician IV,
33 Years

Norman D. Phinney, Jr.,
Engineering Technician IV,
30 Years

Juan Farias,
Engineering Technician V,
31 Years

George D. Giddings,
Motor Vehicle Technician IV,
23 Years

Edwin N. Kohler,
Transportation Maint Spec Ill,
27 Years

Franklin H. Herber,
Engineering Technician IV,
30 Years

Richard L. Hamilton,
General Engr Technician VII,
35 Years

SEPTEMBER
Abilene District
J. C. Phariss, Jr.,
Engineering Technician IV,
31 Years

Dallas District
Tom W. Hill,
Engineering Specialist II,
32 Years

El Paso District
David A. Torres,
Engineering Specialist II,
31 Years

Fort Worth District
Hubert W. Harris,
Construction Inspector IV,
31 Years

Yoakum District
Elton S. Oppermann, Jr.,
Engineering Technician III,
34 Years

Edward J. Sula,
Engineering Technician III,
18 Years

Vidal Mireles,
Engineering Technician III,
32 Years

Iaffic Operations Division
Johnnye I. Rackley,
Administrative Technician III,
16 Years

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
Don G. Burnell,
Program Administrator II,
29 Years

OCTOBER
Atlanta District
Joe H. Thompson,
Purchaser II,
32 Years

Dallas District
John L. Twyman,
Transportation Maint Tech III,
15 Years

Lufkin District
Paulette P Turner,
Administrative Technician III,
28 Years

NOVEMBER
Bryan District
Roy C. Pilgrim,
Maint Section Supervisor,
29 Years

Human Resources Division
Carol L. LeFevre,
Manager IV,
18 Years

In Memoriam
Abilene District
Billy S. Cooper, Engineering
Technician V, retired in 1977,
died August 1, 2000.

Amarillo District
Know J. Ryan, Accountant Ill,
retired in 1980, died July 18,
2000.

Atlanta District
Nathaniel D. Hollis,
Engineering Technician II,
retired in 1986, died August
27, 2000.

Marvin McMillon,
Maintenance Technician III,
retired in 1977, died August
30, 2000.

Beaumont District
Willie Roblow, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in 1971,
died August 15, 2000.

Corpus Christi District
Walter E. Burton, Electric and
A/C Mechanic, retired in
1993, died July 17, 2000.

Dallas District
James L. Ward, Maintenance
Mechanic III, retired in 1990,
died August 12, 2000.

El Paso District
Louis J. Kohout, Engineering
Technician V, retired in 1979,
died August 13, 2000.

Lubbock District
Allison A. Duvak,
Maintenance Technician Ill,
retired in 1983, died August
3, 2000.

Lufidn District
Joseph N. Wilson,
Maintenance Technician II,
retired in 1975, died August
2, 2000.

Paris District
Carl J. King, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in 1987,
died August 25, 2000.

Paul C. Wisdom,
Maintenance Technician. III,
retired in 1982, died July 22,
2000.

San Angelo District
Climment 0. Neff,
Maintenance Technician II,
retired in 1973, died August
15, 2000.

Tyler District
William H. Beard,
Maintenance Technician III,
retired in 1981, died August
3, 2000.

Norvell M. Goodwin, Engineer
IV, retired in 1987, died July
5, 2000.

John T. Patterson,
Engineering Technician V,
retired in 1988, died July 22,
2000.

Waco District
Ruby R. Adams, Maintenance
Technician IIl, retired in
1982, died August 6, 2000.

Ernest A. Konvicka,
Engineering Technician IV,
retired in 1982, died July 21,
2000.

Roland R. Millsap,
Maintenance Technician I,
retired in 1973, died August
17, 2000.

Otto C. Turner, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in 1986,
died August 28, 2000.

Yoakum District
Vincent E. Liska,
Maintenance Technician III,
retired in 1987, died October
2, 2000.

Construction Division
Justin M. Bingham, Engineer
V, retired in 1978, died June
17, 2000.
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Current and former
employees in the
Childress District
gather beneath the
truss bridge entry-
way to their new
district headquar-
ters. Among those
pictured in the
front row, backed
up by present
district staff, are
former district
engineers "Huck"
Castleberry and
Lewis White.
Both still reside
in Childress.
Photo by Kevin Stiliman,
TxDOT Travel Division

Childress district 'bridges ' to new facility
By David Casteel
District Engineer

CHILDRESS - Employees moved into
their new district office Aug. 21, two years
after ground was broken for the new facility.

A formal dedication is being planned for
Dec. 4.

Many current and former employees gath-
ered in late August for an annual perfor-

mance review meeting and to tour the new
complex.

The Childress District serves 13 counties
and has 253 employees.

The complex is on 52 acres three miles
west of Childress on U.S. 287.

The entryway to the new complex is des-
ignated by an architectural representation of
a historic truss bridge.

The truss bridge was chosen as an entry
theme as it represents three important values
to the district.

First, trusses are historic and associated
with the past. District employees feel a
strong tie to the past and to those who

served in the district before them. The truss
represents this respect for the hard work and
dedication of employees.

Secondly, the truss represents a real
bridge. It was replicated from an existing
truss still in use on U.S. 83 in Collingsworth

County. District employees know they are in
the business of building real things like
bridges and roads. The truss represents why
the district is there - to build things and
improve transportation.

Lastly, a truss was chosen because when
a truss bridge is loaded, the load is dis-
tributed throughout all the members and

carried to the bearings. In a small district,

like Childress, when there is a job to be
done, everyone, regardless of classification
or position, has to help carry the load. Just
as all the members of a truss are impor-
tant, all employees of the district are

important. *

Rosa Trevino wins national recognition

Rosa Trevino, director of maintenance
in the Laredo District and an active
ommunity volunteer, was recognized

as one of the winners at the Hispanic

Engineer National Achievement Awards

Conference (HENAAC).
Trevino received the award in mid-

October in El Paso as part of the program

sponsored by Technica Magazine.

Winner in the Diversity Category, Trevino

was recognized for demonstrating she has

made a difference in an organization's

approach to Hispanic advancement in educa-

tion, job promotion, business development

and community activities.

The overall awards program honors the

best and brightest Hispanic engineers and

scientists across the nation. Winners are seen

as role models for youth.

HENAAC honors America's successful
Hispanic engineers, scientists and technology

leaders each year at the national career con-

ference.

Listed among the other categories of

awards of achievement were academic and

corporate research, executive excellence, pro-

fessional achievement, and community ser-

vice. An independent selection committee

determined winners in each category.
Trevino was the only government employ-

ee in the list of winners that included high-

level career executives from Ford Motor Co.,

Lockheed Martin, Raytheon, Beta Corp.,
Boeing Space and Communications, and sev-

eral universities.

As part of the recognition, it was noted

that Trevino was the only female civil engi-

neer within the City of Laredo and, until the

creation of the Laredo District, she was the

only woman registered professional engineer

in a city of 160,000 people.
An employee of TxDOT since 1987, she

is the first woman appointed to the position

of director of maintenance in the history of

TxDOT. In this position, she oversees eight
county maintenance sections, 117 employees

and more than $15 million in operations and

contract budget.

Trevino has been active in her profession

and in her community and has garnered a

number of public recognitions. She is the

1998 winner of the Dewitt C. Greer Award,

presented at the annual Transportation Short

Course at Texas A&M University. *

Rosa 'Tevino was recently recognized for mak-
ing a difference in Hispanic education, job pro-
motion, business development and community
activities.
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Photo by Adele Calhoun, Wichita Falls PIO

HIGH WAY TO NOWHERE
Witch Its, on her way to a growing city In North Texas, had a run-
In with a pole that left her hung up on Halloween. Distracted by
the holiday, perhaps, she wasn't paying attention to travel con-
ditons. The broon-riding witch Is visible year round on Hammon
Road now the Intersection of Rathgeber Road In Wichita Falls.
Some wonder what may happen If Witch ita falls. Others know
she's there to stay - reuinding us all to drive safely.

Auto thefts decrease;
thieves like pickups
AUSTIN - Even though there's
been a slight decrease in the
total number of auto thefts in
Texas in the last year, the pickup
truck remains the favorite choice
of thieves.

In 1999, there were 91,992
auto thefts in Texas, down from
96,614 in 1998, according to the
Texas Automobile Theft
Prevention Authority (ATPA), a
section of the Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division.

Three of the four most-stolen
vehicles were pickup trucks.
GM, Ford and Dodge trucks
were the first, second and fourth
choices of thieves, respectively.
The Oldsmobile Cutlass
remained the third most-stolen
vehicle.

Again, Houston had the most
vehicle thefts in 1999 with
24,705, followed closely by
Dallas with 23,193.

ATPA warns Texans that even
if they drive an old car instead of
a shiny new car, they need to
actively protect themselves
against vehicle theft.

"Auto thieves often steal cars
to commit other offenses," said
Susan Sampson, ATPA's director
of public education, "so any car

can be a target."
Texas statistics show that

most thieves are teenagers. Law
enforcement agents arrested
9,320 people aged 15 to 19 on
vehicle theft charges in 1999.

r-1 1 1

Automobile theft
rates have fallen
54 percent since

AT As inception

in 1991, but a car

or truck is still
stolen every five

and a half
minutes in Texas.

The ATPA encourages resi-
dents to protect their vehicles by
registering them free of charge
with the Watch Your Car
HEAT (Help End Auto Theft)
program. HEAT can be reached
at 1-800-CAR-WATCH.

Last month, police ticketed
motorists who left an engine
running on an unattended vehi-
cle, a violation that carries a fine
of up to $200.

Automobile theft rates have
fallen 54 percent since ATPA's
inception in 1991, but a car or
truck is still stolen every five anx

a half minutes in Texas.
Experts recommend some

common-sense steps to help
protect your car. One way to
help stop car theft: Take your
keys when you leave your car. *

1 1 1

The eighth annual
Transportation Research Board
conference on the application of
transportation planning methods
will be April 22-26, 2001, in
Corpus Christi at the Omni
Bayfront Hotel.

TxDOT and the
Transportation Planning
Application Committee of the
Transportation Research Board
sponsor the conference.

AUSTIN - Several TxDOT
communicators were recognized
recently by Eloise Lundgren,
director of the Public Information
Office.

She presented the Director's
Choice Awards to recognize
superior communications efforts
by the following:

Marco Alvarado, Laredo

The program emphasizes
practical, innovative and timely

technical and policy approaches

to transportation planning.

More information is available

through Tim Juarez,
Transportation Planning and

Programming Division (TPP),
(512) 486-5026, or Michelle
Conkle, also of TPP, (512) 486-
5023. *

District; Mary Bolado, Pharr
District; Frank de Santos, El

Paso District; Blanca De Valle,
El Paso District; Jim Randall,
Transportation Planning &

Programming Division; Dianna

Noble, Environmental Division;
and Gabriela Garcia, Public
Information Office. *

Planners schedule annual
conference in Corpus Christi

Communicators' efforts draw
Director's Choice awards
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Greer
A LLAN N. PRITCHARD, director of

operations in the Bryan district since 1993,
received the Dewitt C. Greer Award, pre-

sented last month as part of the 2000
Transportation Short Course held at Texas A&M

The Greer Award is named after the former state
highway engineer and highway commissioner, and
recognizes and encourages the skill, dedication,
civic-mindedness, and innovation and performance
excellence of TxDOT engineers.

Pritchard has 37 years with TxDOT in a variety of
positions ranging from Engineering Assistant II,
to Supervising Resident Engineer, to Director III,
to his present position.

He earned degrees in civil engineering and in
business administration from Texas A&M
University and he has received the Award of Merit
from the Boy Scouts of America, the highest
award for a Scoutmaster.

His engineering career has spanned almost 37
years and two name changes at TxDOT. The traits
of his work have been his outstanding leadership,
consistent dedication to quality, and his tenacity in
the face of complex changes.

Prior to his current assignment, he spent eight
years as the Huntsville resident engineer and area
engineer. During that time, one of his greatest
challenges was launching a vital but complicated
construction project involving not only the exten-
sion of an existing farm-to-market road in north-
ern Walker County that crossed the Trinity River,
but also the sensitive issue of wetland mitigation.
This was a first in the Bryan district.

In fact, the wetland mitigation would also prove
significant as being only the second freshwater
mitigation for TxDOT. At that time there were
virtually no guidelines on how to accomplish this
task. *

Gilchrist
JAMES E. HUNT, director of construction in

the Dallas district since 1993, received the
Gibb Gilchrist Award, presented last month

as part of the 2000 Transportation Short Course
held at Texas A&M University.

The Gilchrist Award honors the performance of
an outstanding TxDOT engineer.

Hunt has 30 years with TxDOT in a variety of
positions ranging from survey party chief, to pro-
ject engineer, to senior right of way engineer, to
area engineer, to his present position.

He earned his degree in civil engineering at the
University of Oklahoma and in 1994 he received
that university's Alumni Award from the Board
of Regents.

In the past seven years, he has overseen the con-
struction of the six miles of North Central
Expressway as area engineer and as director of
construction. Central was built in three projects
totaling more than $100 million each, which rep-
resented the three largest projects ever let by
TxDOT.

Each project was opened almost one year ahead
of schedule and without any unresolved disputes
or claims. The projects involved utility adjust-
ments, three miles of tunnel work, relocation of a
post-Civil War, African-American cemetery and
coordinating work with Dallas Area Rapid
Transit (DART).

The S-2 section has been named the 1999 winner
of the national Marvin M. Black Excellence in
Partnering Award and the National Quality
Initiative 1999 National Award Winner.

As the director of construction for the Dallas dis-
trict, he oversees construction in the seven coun-
ties of the district, which has 135 ongoing pro-
jects valued at $1.1 billion. With almost $1.5 mil-
lion in construction completed every workday,
this is almost 20 percent of TxDOT's statewide
construction volume. *

I
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Stotzer
ANUEL SALDANA, design project
coordinator in the Laredo District since
May, received the Raymond E. Stotzer

Award, presented last month as part of the 2000
Transportation Short Course held at Texas A&M
University.
The Stotzer Award is named for the man who
served as TxDOT's engineer-director from 1986
- 1989. It is presented to a non-engineer who
displays outstanding leadership, dedication and
service to the department.

Saldana has 34 years with TxDOT in a variety of
positions ranging from Draftsman I to
Engineering Assistant III, to Engineering
Specialist IV. This is the classification he now
holds as Design Project Coordinator III in the
Laredo area office.

He has been recognized with a variety of awards
including the Texas Quality Initiative Award for
Teamwork for the Interstate 35 Project in Webb
County, the National Quality Initiative
Achievement Award, and a state award in design
and construction.

As head of the design section at the Laredo area
office from 1987 to 1997, he trained numerous
engineers and technicians. In the process, he
helped to develop innovative design techniques in
roadway quantity estimations and structure
designs.

His duties include route determination, environ-
mental assessments, preliminary and final plans,
and assistance during the construction phase.

He also works closely with utility companies such
as Southwestern Bell, Entex, Central Power &
Light Company, and the City of Laredo Utilities
Department to ensure proper coordination during
construction projects.

Throughout his tenure at TxDOT, he has been
instrumental in the design and construction of
more than 30 projects. *

DeBery
D R. CHARLEY V. WOOTAN, director

emeritus of the Texas Transportation
Institute, received the Luther DeBerry

Award, presented last month as part of the 2000
Transportation Short Course held at Texas A&M.

The DeBerry Award is named for the man who
served as state highway engineer from 1973 to
1980 and is presented to a person who makes the
greatest contribution to transportation in Texas.

Wootan has had a career of significant contribu-
tions to university transportation education and
research. He has been a key individual in the
development and implementation of the nation-
ally recognized TxDOT Cooperative Research
Program. His career is characterized by lasting
contributions to transportation and the trans-
portation profession in Texas and the nation.

He received his undergraduate and graduate
degrees from Texas A&M University, and joined
the Texas Transportation Institute in 1956. He
served as associate agency director from 1966 to
1976, and served as director of the institute from
1976 to 1993.

During these years of leadership, the TxDOT
Cooperative Research Program, conceived by
individuals such as Dewitt Greer and Gibb
Gilchrist, grew from a concept to become the
nationally recognized program of excellence that
continues to this day. It is recognized, in part, as
responsible for the transportation system that has
been developed in Texas.

Upon his retirement in 1993, he was named
director emeritus by the Texas A&M System
Board of Regents. Wootan continues to work half
time for the Institute, continuing a career of near-
ly 45 years of service to transportation in Texas.

He was one of the founding members of the
Council of University Transportation Centers,
the national forum for universities involved in
transportation research, and has served as presi-
dent of that organization twice. *
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Perry
LOUIS A. BRONAUGH, mayor of the City

of Lufkin since 1988, received the Russell
H. Perry Award, presented last month as

part of the 2000 Transportation Short Course held
at Texas A&M University.

The Perry Award recognizes citizens for
leadership in creating public awareness of the need
for adequate transportation facilities in the state.

Bronaugh is a member of a variety of civic and
community organizations in Lufkin. He is past
president of Certified Opticians Association of
Texas. He is chairman of the Texas Board of
Health Advisory Council Optician Registry.

He is seen as a person who has worked tirelessly
to gain public awareness of the needs and associat-
ed benefits of a great transportation system in East
Texas and throughout the state.

From the development of East-West corridors to
air transportation needs in and around the local
area, to the selling of Interstate 69 along the entire
corridor, he has never missed an opportunity to
inform and educate on the needs of our trans-
portation system in Texas.

His most significant contribution has been as
chairman of the 1-69 Alliance-Texas and as vice
president of the 1-69 Mid-Continent Highway
Association.

As chairman of the Texas Alliance, he has met
many times with elected officials and other inter-
ested parties in counties and cities all along the
Texas corridor.

He has served as a fundraiser for the Alliance to
promote the development of the 1-69 Corridor to
advance the project to the point that it has reached
today. 1-69, when constructed, will have a tremen-
dous impact to the Texas economy.

Recently, he has met with various key legislators
and groups in Washington, D.C., to further
advance more than 600 miles of 1-69 in Texas. *

Extra Mile

ARRY CATHEY is an assistant roadway
maintenance supervisor in the Amarillo

district. He showed quick thinking and

quick action in response to an accident scene.

A modest man, he will tell you, "It was no big deal

at the time."

He has downplayed his role in helping to save a
life by saying, "It was something that anybody

would have done."

Because of his modesty, it took a little bit of time
for people in TxDOT to learn of his heroic action.

Here's what happened: Just before Thanksgiving

1998, in mid-November, a pickup truck collided

with a passenger car on U.S. 60.

Cathey was heading back to the TxDOT mainte-
nance office when he came upon the wreck.

The driver of the passenger car was seen walking

around, but the driver of the pickup was still inside

his vehicle when that truck caught fire.

According to a police report, when Cathey looked

into the pickup, the driver was conscious, lying on

the passenger side, but not attempting to get out of

the vehicle.

Cathey helped the truck's driver get out of the

vehicle before either he or the victim was burned.

The pickup was fully engulfed in flames before the
fire department arrived.

Police have credited Cathey with preventing seri-

ous injury to the truck's driver, even as this hero

risked his own safety approaching the burning
vehicle. *I
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Extra MileBILLY "MACK" MEADOR works as a

transportation maintenance crew chief in
Whitesboro, part of the Paris district.

In late November of last year, he showed quick
thinking and quick action at the scene of a colli-
sion that involved four vehicles.

He put out a fire that could have taken the life of
a man pinned inside a panel truck. Fire depart-
ment representatives credited Meador with saving
the man's life.

After he put out the fire, Meador comforted the
accident victim and stayed with him until emer-

gency personnel arrived.

Accounts of his heroic action brought headlines in
the local newspaper and reflect great credit upon
himself and the people of the Texas Department of
Transportation.

One member of the local fire department was
quoted this way: "That was the most stuck I've

ever seen a person in a car. His whole body from

head to toe was pinned in that truck."

It took nearly an hour for emergency crews to

remove the driver from the crushed cabin of the

panel truck.

As it happened, the accident occurred very near

the TxDOT offices where Meador and others
were outside working. They rushed over to see

what had happened. It was Meador who grabbed a
fire extinguisher from a TxDOT truck and doused
the blaze.

Some credit also goes to those other TxDOT

workers who quickly put up signs and diverted

traffic around the wreck.

According to the newspaper account, a fire depart-

ment spokesman said it this way: "If he hadn't put

out the fire, that man would surely have died." *

Extra Mile

C HARLES E. FERRY is an Engineering
Tech V and chief inspector in the Hillsboro
area office of the Waco district. He has

been with TxDOT for nearly 15 years.

His quick thinking and quick action, combined
with calm professionalism in the face of a tragedy,
brought the recognition of the Extra Mile Award.

Here's what happened: In early April of this year,
four employees of a highway construction subcon-
tractor were moving a crane on an Interstate 35
construction site, south of Hillsboro.

Around noon, as the crane was moved to load
concrete barriers, an overhead power line carrying
14,000 volts of electricity came in contact with the
crane's telescoping arm. As a result, the arm was
"energized."

The crew's foreman was killed immediately - elec-
trocuted. He fell from the crane, landing on a sec-
ond injured crewman on the ground. This second
man, who was the vehicle operator, died several
weeks later from severe electrical burns he received
while he was pinned on the ground beneath the
body of the foreman.

Even as electricity continued to arc between the
crane, the two victims, and the overhead lines, a
third crewman was burned and thrown several feet
from the vehicle while he tried to rescue the
pinned co-worker. A fourth crewman received
minor injuries.

Ferry was on his way to lunch when he came upon

the scene. He saw the third crew member bend
over as if to pick something from the ground and
then he saw the man suddenly fly through the air.

When Ferry stopped his vehicle, he saw sparks
and flames leaping between the crane and the
bodies of the dead and injured victims. He imme-
diately recognized the extreme danger and he
moved to help the injured crewman who had been
thrown clear of the crane. And he directed others
in administering first aid. *I
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Extra Mile
In October last year, DANIEL ESPINOZA,

Pharr district director of administration, was
traveling with ROBERT DE LA FUENTE,

district facilities manager, when both showed the
power of teamwork and quick lifesaving action.

They were returning to the district office from a
field site inspection. Then they came upon a car
that had crashed into a bridge guardrail. The front
of the car had burst into flames. Fuel was leaking
from the vehicle's gas tank.

Espinoza pulled two victims from the burning
vehicle. De La Fuente put out the fire. Both men
then secured the accident site for quick access by
paramedics and police. *

Verbatim
xecutive Director Wes Heald

spoke of the challenges and

opportunities facing TxDOT.
Here are some excerpts from the speech
he delivered to open the 2000
Transportation Short Course:

' "Just think about the terms and
issues we are dealing with today that
were not even being considered a few

years ago - smart growth, compact
cities, open space, green areas, downtown
revitalization, ozone, wetlands, mitigation,
volatile organic compounds, and many
others."

"Tomorrow's transportation systems
will look different than what we see
today. How they look depends a lot on
how we solve transportation problems
of today. Everyone in the transportation
business - government, industry, con-
sumer - must think differently about
transportation if we are to sove chal-

lenges we face today."

"People will probably live where they

desire and travel as they wish, but we as
transportation planners must not limit
their choices."

"If we expect to maintain the public
trust, we must show concern and active-
ly work with our community leaders to
solve problems. We must be sensitive to
their concerns and aggressively seek
responsible solutions. And we always
have, but the world is changing, and
we're going to have to change with it."

"If you work hard with the same
dedication that has proved successful in
the past; if you enjoy your work and
take pride in your accomplishments; if
you set an example to those around you;
if you show fairness, tolerance, justice
and loyalty to those you work for and

with, then I have no doubt that Texas
will be proud."

"(TxDOT's) achievements belong to

all of you. So, let me take this opportu-
nity to say "thank you" for a job well

done."*I

12 November 2000



iTansportation News

Twenty-three TxDOT retirees face the camera at the annual Tn-
portation Short Course at Texas A&M University. From left to right:
(FIRST ROW) Mark Goode, Engineer Director 1980-86; Luis Ybanez,
Bridge Engineer; Luther DeBerry, Engineer Director 1973-80; J. R.
Stone, Fort Worth District Engineer; (SECOND ROW) Milton Dietert,
Houston District Engineer; Billy Neeley, Materials nd Tests Engineer;
JanUs "Sogy" Loper, Dallas Deputy Assistant District Engineer;
Janes Huffinman, Dallas District Engineer; Joseph Hanover, Bryan Dis-
trict Engineer; Bob Lewis, Highway Design Engineer; (THIRD ROW) Mon-

Photo by Geoff Appold

tie Wade, Atlanta Director of Transportation Planning and Develop
ment; Bert Lundell, Motor Carrier Division Director; Wayne Chanbers,
Construction Engineer; Bobby Myers, Paris District Engineer; Byron
Blaschke, Deputy Engineer Director; Henry Thomason, Assistant Engi-
neer Director; (FOURTH ROW) Carol Ziegler, Bryan District Engineer;
Richard Christie, Public ansportatlon Division Director; Arnold Oliver,
Engineer Director 1989.93; Bobby Evans, Tyler District Engineer; Ben
Aliey, Lubbock District Engineer; David Peeples, Wichita Falls District
Engineer; Ray Barnhart, Commissioner 1979-81.

Short Course recognizes achievements

The 2000 Transportation Short
Course - the 74th such annual
gathering - was conducted Oct. 10-

11 at Texas A&M University in College
Station. The event drew an estimated
2,000 participants.

They heard from TxDOT commission-
ers and executives, from friends, retirees
and colleagues, and from expert presenters
on a wide range of topics.

Design Divisio
The TxDOT Design Division recog-

nized excellence recently with the pre-
sentation of "Commitment to

Excellence" awards in the Metro, Urban and
Rural groups.

The recognition specifically notes the
quality and timeliness of design projects
delivered for bid letting.

The awards were presented as part of the
prelude to the 2000 Transportation Short
Course at Texas A&M University in mid-
October.

Robert L. Wilson, division director, pre-
sented to the awards Fort Worth District
(Metro category, four-time winner), Tyler

Dr. Ray M. Bowen, president of the uni-
versity, welcomed everyone.

Commissioners John W. Johnson, David
M. Laney, and Robert L. Nichols, shared
their insights about the challenges facing
Texas transportation.

Those who received awards expressed
gratitude for the recognition and some were
emotionally moved at the public applause,
honored to be praised before their co-work-

fn praises exc
District (Urban category, three-time winner),
and San Angelo District (Rural category).

In his remarks during the presentation of

the awards, Wilson noted that TxDOT "let
to contract over $2.8 billion in projects last
year on the heels of increasing the letting
volume from $2.1 billion in 1998 to over $3
billion in 1999, a huge increase."

He continued, "We proved that stepping
up to a bigger plate was no fluke last year.
We did it again and the forecast is that we
will be sustaining a letting volume of $3 bil-
lion per year into the future."

Wilson credited the winners with "great
professional integrity and that means doing it

ers and professional colleagues.
On the day preceding the actual start of

the Short Course, TxDOT executives
gathered for the scheduled meeting of dis-
trict engineers, division directors and office
directors. The daylong meeting was the
scene of information-sharing on topics
ranging from the Texas Transportation
Plan, to online design manuals, to ride

quality and a host of other topics. *

ellence
right, the first, and every time."

He noted that while only three districts
receive the award plaques, all districts are
getting better, as evidenced by improved
scores in this year's scoring.

In the Rural catetgory, San Angelo won
with a perfect score of 100. Wichita Falls was
a close runner-up having achieved an out-
standing score of 99.767.

Wilson credited districts in the other cate-
gories with closing in on the leaders. "Several
districts increased their score and are closing
in," he said. He added that 13 individual dis-
tricts had improved their score from a year
ago. *
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Letters A
Truck wont start on ferry;
helpfulness earns praise

I would like to share an experience with
you that we encountered on our last visit
(July 11) to Port Aransas.

After crossing the channel, our truck
would not start to exit the ferry. It hadn't
given us any prior trouble and we were in
horror that it picked this spot to not start.
My husband figured it must be the battery.

The traffic attendant came over to the
truck after the other cars had exited, to try to
assist. He even went and got his truck to try
and jump-start our truck. It didn't work.

During that time, Captain Roger Mackie
came to our truck to assist. My husband
apologized to him for holding up the ferry, as
there was a line of cars waiting to board. We
felt really bad that we were holding up oper-
ations.

Captain Mackie was very calm and friend-
ly and explained that this kind of thing hap-
pens. He told us not to worry about it. He
looked at our truck, made a few attempts to
start it and said it was probably the starter or
the (solenoid).

Since the truck was a standard, they got
behind and push-started it. We drove off the
ferry and pulled over. My husband ran back
to the ferry to try and compensate Captain
Mackie for his help and he would not accept.
He just said, "That's my job."

We then drove to a local garage and they
replaced the starter. In no time at all, we

We want to commend this captain for his
friendliness and helpfulness. He made us feel
better in a bad situation.

Without a doubt, I believe Captain
Mackie would have shown the same concern
whether he was on the job or not.

Please let him know that his patience and
help were very much appreciated. Port
Aransas should feel honored to have this
captain representing the Island.

Thank you.
Joy and Randy Goodale
This letter was addressed to Ernest Hinojsa Jr.,

manager offerry operations in PortAransas. The
Goodales sent a copy to the Port Aransas Chamber of
Commerce. Captain Roger Mackie is the captain on
the PortAransas Ferry.

Prompt response with sign
garners letter of gratitude

Thank you for the prompt response pro-
vided by the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) to our request for
warning signs along the fender system
beneath the Galveston Causeway Bridge.

As you know, there was one fatality and
several near misses due to recreational
boaters failing to yield to tow traffic in the
channel beneath the bridge.

Upon receiving our letter, you quickly
pulled together a team of TxDOT personnel
including you (Sergio Rodriguez), Mr. Jose
Ramirez, Mr. Bill Brudnick, and Mr.
Mohammad Rafipour, and facilitated a
meeting with Texas Waterway Operators
Association and Coast Guard representatives.

Once this group developed the language
for the warning signs, you moved the project
through TXDOT legal, manufactured the
signs and installed them on the fender system.

Please pass my sincere thanks to all mem-
bers of the TXDOT team. We greatly appre-
ciate your quick response to our request and
your cooperation in developing the languages
for the signs.

We believe the signs will reduce the risk of
recreational boaters impeding tow traffic and
creating hazardous situations in the naviga-
tion channel underneath the bridge.

Wayne D. Gusman
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Captain of the Port, Houston-Galveston
This letter was addressed to Sergio Rodriguez,

Special Projects Supervisor of Traffic Engineering in
the Houston District.

Flat tire draws attention, good
deed from employee

I would like to bring to your attention a
Good Samaritan who works for the Texas
Highway Department in Gillespie County.

(One afternoon) as I traveled from
Fredericksburg to Harper, I had a flat - the
tire went down immediately and I had to
pull over.

I am partially paralyzed, and was having
trouble getting the spare from under the car.

Lonnie Hohmann, who had been working
with a crew on the highway surface, passed
by in his state truck, turned around, and
came back to assist me.

He even had an air impact wrench on the
truck. Lonnie had the tire changed in a mat-
ter of minutes - something which would
have taken me an hour.

I want to express my appreciation to
Lonnie for helping me, and to the Highway
Department for promoting the idea of assist-
ing those in need. It sure makes me feel good
about where I live.

Thanks again to Lonnie for being such a
gentleman.

Jim Hancock
Fredericksburg
This letter was addressed to Transportation

News. Lonnie Hohmann is a Transportation Main-
tenance Technician and has been employed with
TxDOT forfive years.

Employee helps driver, family
overcome roadway problems

Tuesday, Oct. 10, I was traveling with my
family (wife, three kids, our dog, two bikes,
luggage, fully loaded minivan, etc.) on
Highway 290, from Austin to Houston. We
had just spent a long weekend with my in-
laws in Round Rock, and as usual were going
back home to The Woodlands, northwest of
Houston.

We were a few miles out of Elgin, when
the front right tire blew up, almost literally.
After I stopped the car onto the right shoul-
der of 290, and inspected the situation, I dis-
covered that one of the five tire nuts/bolts
was impossible to "undo" without special
tools, since it had been tightened too much
sometime in the past, and now it was getting
"stripped."

My situation was getting from bad to
worse. A full minivan, a blown up tire that I
could not replace (since with my tools I
could not get the wheel off) - I had very
little hope of getting back on the road any-
time soon. I was stuck.

At that point, our "guardian angel" showed

up. I am not sure if he even knows he was
our "guardian angel," but I do know he was
driving a white Chevy truck, with the "Texas
DOT" logo on the doors.

"You all need any help?" he asked. You bet!
To make this story short, this gentleman
saved us.

He too tried to "undo" the ruined bolt
with some tools he had on the truck, but it
just didn't work. At this point he got on his
radio, spoke with somebody, and then told us
that a "bucket" truck supposed to be on 290
happened to be headed our way, and maybe
that could help us out with better tools.

I never expected so much equipment to be
involved to help a stranded motorist like me!
After five minutes a TxDOT "bucket truck"
showed up, and between me and the two
drivers - pull, push, bang and hammer -
we got the blown tire out of the way!

At this point, the driver of the bigger
truck smiled and said he really had to go. We
said "Thanks," (shook hands), and he left.

Unfortunately, it wasn't over. The spare
tire gave us some hard time to come off from
its storage underneath the minivan, so me
and "Mr. T." ended up laying in the muddy
grass, one more time - bang, push, and pull
- and finally the spare tire was out too.

Unfortunately, after we mounted the spare
tire we discovered that there was almost no
air pressure left in the spare tire. Oops, back
to square one, almost.

Oh, but this didn't bother our DOT
"guardian angel" a bit. With a smie, he said,
"I will be back," got in his white truck and
left, headed back to Elgin. He came back
very soon with a can of "Fix-a-flat" that he
used to inflate the spare tire.

There we were, able once again to get "on
the road again!" However, our DOT friend
wasn't done yet. He escorted us all the way to
Giddings, made sure we got to a tire shop,
made sure we were OK, advised us "Do not
go all the way to Houston on a spare tire, it
isn't safe."

He refused to be reimbursed for the can of
air he brought for us, he refused any form of
payment, all he took was our thanks, a hand-
shake, and the satisfaction of having helped a
stranded motorist, and off he went, east-
bound on his white truck.

The Texas DOT should be proud of hav-
ing an employee like him, a true gentleman,
that stopped with his truck to help me and
my family.

From now on, I will see all those white
trucks with the DOT logo in a different
light.

All I can do is, once again, say THANK
YOU ! My 7-year-old daughter has written a
thank-you letter to him, and I want to, one
more time, thank him for his priceless help.

Now, I hope he did not violate any DOT
policy by helping us in that way. I would love
to tell you his name, if I know he will not
"get in trouble."

Roberto Gelleni
Woodlands

This letter came in theform of an e-mail sent to
the TxDOTAdministration. Dale Turner ('Mr.
T') ofthe Austin District was credited with provid-
ing the assistance described in this letter. Of course, he
did not "get in trouble."

U See MORE LETTERS, Page 15
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More Letters

Construction initiatives
please neighbors, lessen impact

Thank you very much for the initiatives
you (Brian Wood) took to soften the impact
of the Ennis Joslin Road Project on the resi-
dents on Sandpiper Drive and Pharaoh.

Your providing that our existing fences be
used as the construction barrier fence and
then that they be moved into our yards only
as much as needed are very much appreciated
actions. We are also encouraged that the
piers for the sound abatement wall founda-
tion are being poured.

Your actions reflect sensitive consideration
for the folks who will live with this project.
In a real sense, you have recognized that we
are a "sensitive species" also, and have cush-
ioned at least some of the impact on us.

And thanks, also, to Randy Moff. His
presence is reassuring! Thanks, much.

Charles D. Irwin
Corpus Christi
Brian Wood, Engineer, Corpus Christi District,

received this letter.

Lost mud flap causes calamity;
TxDOT workers help

On Aug. 16, 2000, at approximately 2
p.m. I was returning from court in Bexar
County, Texas, when a truck in front of me
lost a mud flap.

This mud flap with the metal bar punc-
taicA te tixea of t e veCWcle in front of me

and one of my tires almost instantly.
I was able to bring my automobile to a

safe stop out of traffic. I exited the car and
opened the trunk and was debating what
action should I take next.

As the temperature was at 100-plus

State law says anyone receiving
Transportation News by mail must make a
request once a year to remain on the
mailing list.

Fill out the form below and send it to
Transportation News, 125 E. 11th St.,
Austin, Texas 78701, attention: Monica
Reyes. Please include mail label.

Name:

Address:

City:

State:

ZIP code:
-- _ -- -_ _ _- -- -_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __-- --- -- -- -- -- _ _ __-- - --

degrees, and a few months prior I had had a
double by-pass heart operation, I was debat-
ing my next course of action.

Standing by Highway 90 with cars passing
at approximately 70 mph is not an attractive
place at that time of day.

I climbed inside the trunk and was
unscrewing the spare tire when someone
behind me asked if they could assist. To my
surprise, it was a Department of
Transportation vehicle with two individuals
inside.

These individuals were Mr. George
Weilde of Somerset, Texas, and Mr. John
Suehs of Castroville, TX.

Mr. Suehs inquired as to what the prob-
lem was and what had caused the incident. I
explained to him the circumstances of the
mud flap.

Mr. George Weikle proceeded to immedi-
ately take charge and change my tire.

Mr. John Suehs went back up the highway
and retrieved from the center lane the mud
flap and metal holding bracket that had cre-
ated the problems.

By the time Mr. Suehs returned, Mr.
Weikle had the tire changed and they bid me
goodbye.

On many occasions I have seen the
Department of Highway trucks along the
side of the road assisting people, however,
never did they look as good as they did on
this date.

I wish to commend your department for
the courtesy which your employees have
shown. I would specifically like to thank Mr.

George Weikle and Mr. John Suehs for their
personal attention and fine assistance.

I hope that in some way these individuals
can be recognized for their outstanding
behavior. My compliments to the
Department of Transportation for such fine
employees and to these individuals.

Donald L. Wright
Castroville

This letter was sent to John Kelly, District Engi-

neer, San Antonio District.

Driver expresses thanks for
employee's assistance

I am writing to you to tell you about the
help I received from one of your employees.
His name is Terrel Maertz and he works out
of Columbus, TX.

I was traveling from Beaumont, TX, to
Columbus to meet my parents who are from
Fredericksburg. I had my two boys in the car
(2 and 1%). After driving for about 2
hours, I took the Columbus exit to go to
McDonald's. I got to the stop sign to turn
left and my car died. I could not even turn
on my hazard lights.

I knew that God was watching over me,
because he placed Terrel Maertz in my life
when I needed him the most. In my rear
view mirror I saw a Department of
Transportation truck. Terrel got out of his
vehicle and assisted me. He jump-started my
car several times. He helped me push the car
out of the way where it would not be block-
ing traffic. He even went to McDonald's to
tell my parents where I was.

This is why I consider what he did to go
beyond the call of duty. Not only did he go
get my parents, but he took my dad to Wal-
Mart to get a battery. When they got back to

the car he even replaced the battery. My dad
told me he (Terrel) had to call and let some-
one know he was going to be late since he
was helping my dad.

You just don't know how much that meant
to me. It is hard enough traveling with tod-
dlers, but for something unexpected to go
wrong with your car and have someone like
Terrel help

you meant all knew that God was
the difference.

Since I did watching over me, because
not have a cell
phone, I was he placed Terrel Maertz in
unable to call
my parents to my life when I needed him
come and get the most. In m rear view
me. It also
would have mirror I saw a Department
been difficult
to leave my of Transportation truck."
car just sitting
there and try - Denise Weatherford
and take two
boys down to McDonald's at noon at a busy
intersection.

I told Terrel if I could get my dad over to
my car then he would take care of the rest.
Terrel stayed and helped my dad anyway to
make sure everything was OK.

I am very thankful that you have an
employee like Terrel that is willing to go
beyond the call of duty. He was my hero. I
just thought you should know how apprecia-
tive my parents and I are of the help we
received when we were in Columbus.

Denise Weatherford
Beaumont

This letter was addressed to Kirby Pickett,
TxDOT deputy executive director. TerreMaertz is
an Engineer Tech 1T assigned to the Colorado
County maintenance office. He has been employed
with TxDOTfor 13 years.

Elders receive assistance from
anonymous twosome

My husband and I were returning to
Texas from some visiting we did in Montana
& Oregon. We were heading south on
Highway 287 (25 miles this side of
Childress, TX) and we had a blowout in our
motor home vehicle.

My husband coasted to a shady spot and
began trying to fix things. In the process I
was praying that some young man would see
this silver-haired Dad lying on the pavement.

Sure enough, in a little while not only one
(but two) men in two separate trucks came,
not at once, but not far apart, and they
changed the tire for us.

We offered to pay them, but they refused
and said that was part of their job to help
people with problems like ours

The tire stores were closed; it was after 5
p.m., Saturday evening. But we made it
home fine.

I didn't get their names.
My husband is 75 and has had six-bypass

surgeries. He really needed help. That's why
I was so grateful.

I just wanted to express our thanks -
they were a "God-send."

Nancy & Bill Harmon
Ingram
This letter was addressed simply to "Texas Dept.

of Transportation, Austin, TX, 78701."
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On target at Gar
B yn employee
By Bob Colwel
Bryan District

The Games of Texas, held
the first weekend of August in
the Brazos Valley, drew people
from everywhere in Texas who
came to compete in events

such as track and field, swim-
ming, softball, bowling and
archery.

One of the athletes - a
TxDOT employee from
Bryan, took home a gold
medal.

Martin Dyer is Bryan's
TxDOT equipment mechanic.
He won the bow hunting B,
division, beating out 20 other
archers with a combined score
of 264 points.

Dyer explained, "There are-
30 different targets that you
have to shoot at to get your

combined score. Each target is
at different distances and the

targets are replicas of an ani-
mal that a bow hunter might
encounter on a hunt. If you hit

the bulls eye on the target you By p

get 10 points, or you receive 8 while son Cod
or 5 points depending on
wiwre yru hir the target.

But Dyer was not the only
one in the Dyer family to bring home a
medal. Dyer's six-year-old son Cody won the
bronze medal in the eight-and-under archery
division.

Dyer said, "Cody had never shot a bow
until that day."

A family friend had given Cody a bow the
morning of the competition and the rest was
history. Cody scored 90 points in his first

AUSTIN - The TxDOT Training,
Quality and Development section has
launched its second online management and
development course, Performance
Management.

The course aims to provide TxDOT man-
agers and supervisors with the knowledge,
skills, and abilities essential in completing
performance evaluations in accordance with
TxDOT policy.

This online course can be completed in
about 90 minutes, while the instructor-led
course is a four-hour course.

The Performance Management online
course is available on the Human Resources
Department intranet homepage under
"learning opportunities."

Managers and supervisors can use this
course in the familiar surrounding of their
offices, and absorb the information needed to
comprehend and complete the employee per-
formance evaluation process.

TxDOT's first online course - Progressive
Discipline - was launched last year.

It also provides TxDOT managers and

nes of Texas,
shoots straight
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ent mechanic Martin Dyer won the gold medal
ly won the bronze at the Games of Texas archery

archery competition. This was good enough
for third place.

Cody's proud father said, "I was prouder
of Cody's performance than I was of my own."

Dyer and his wife, Jeneane, both work at
the Bryan District. Jeneane is in the Bryan
right of way section. Both have worked for
TxDOT for 14 years.

Besides Cody, Martin and Jeneane have a
10-month-old daughter, Kaitlyn. *

supervisors with the knowledge, skills and
abilities essential to coach and discipline
employees, in accordance with the most
recent departmental policies.

Mike Finger was the first employee to
complete the Progressive Discipline course.
He scored 100% on the assessment and com-
pleted the course in 68 minutes.

"I found the course user-friendly. The
online concept makes for more efficient use
of time. Instead of sitting in class for four to
eight hours, you can complete the course as
your work load permits. This saves money
and is much less boring. I highly recommend
this concept in training," Finger said.

During the past fiscal year, 57 employees
completed the online Progressive Discipline
course.

Although the instructor-led course is eight
hours, the average time to complete the
online version is 42 minutes.

More information about these courses is
available from Susan Johnson, Branch
Manager, TQD/MSD at (512) 997-3612. *

Calendar

NOVEMBER 2000
1-3 Annual State Roadeo Competition & APM

Meeting, Waco, OCC
6-9 Research Management Committee Meeting,

Corpus Christi, CST
8 NIGP Seminar: Specification Writing, San

Antonio, GSD
9-10 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
9-10 NIGP Seminar: Contracting for Services, San

Antonio, GSD
11 Veterans Day (holiday)
14 Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA

15-17 NIGP Seminar: Intermediate Public Procurement,
Houston, GSD

16 Commission Meeting, Austin
23 Thanksgivng Day (holiday)
24 Day after Thanksgiving Day (holiday)

DECEMBER2000
54 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
6-7 NIGP Seminar: Contracting for Services, Dallas,

GSD
74 NIGP Seminar: Inventory and Warehouse

Management, San Antonio, GSD
8 NIGP Seminar: Contracting for General

Construction Services, Dallas, GSD
14-15 CCPC Concrete Paving Conference, Austin, CST

14 Commission Meeting, Austin
24 Day before Christmas Day (holiday)
25 Christmas Day (holiday)
26 Day after Christmas Day (holiday)

JANUARY 2001
J New Year's Day (holiday)
3-4 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
15 Martin Luther King Jr. Day (holiday)
15-19 Highway Materials Engineering Course - Week 1,

Austin, CST
17 Recycling program: Scrap tires used in

construction, Austin, GSD
19 Confederate Heroes Day (holiday)
25 Commission Meeting, Irving

0

S2
0 O

. M :3Q

u.

'-4
0
U

c,

D

w

cn
U

cn

0

TxDOT offers another course online;

focus on managing performance
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