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By Lisa 1row

It was the fruit of an idea born in Europe
before the native peoples of North
America had ever laid eyes on a Pilgrim.

The car on the.road today can trace its
roots back at least to the 14th century. It
would rule an expanse of roads in Europe
when Americans were still digging their
horse-less carriages out of the mud.

Americans did not begin their love affair
until affordable cars were produced on
assembly lines and dealers began to offer
them for sale to consumers on an installment
plan. Early marketing efforts to sell cars
focused on the convenience of owning one's
own mode of transportation. Why take the
train when you can drive yourself at your
own convenience?

The country, however, was not ready for

the automobile. Roads were inadequate and
travel was dangerous.

By 1914, three years before the state of
Texas created a department of highways, the
National Safety Council began to compile
statistics on traffic deaths. The death toll in
1913 was 4,000. By 1930, fatalities had risen
to 32,600, 10,000 more than the number
who lost their lives in the Revolutionary
War, the War of 1812, the Mexican War and
the Spanish American War combined.

During World War I, a young Dwight D.
Eisenhower traveled across the continent as
part of a military convoy, which made its
way laboriously over the nation's rutted,
unsafe and broken network of roads. As the
commander of the U.S. forces in Europe
during World War II, then Gen. Eisenhower

was envious of the enemy's autobahn system,
which allowed greater mobility for its mili-
tary troops than would have been available
in the United States at the time.

Some states were already constructing
interstate highways. In the years before
World War II, the country's leaders dis-
cussed the construction of an interstate
highway system as a means to provide labor
for the nation's thousands of unemployed
citizens.

A significant debate ensued from the
problem of finding the funds for such a mas-
sive public works program. The resolution of
that debate - a system of federal funding
for transportation projects - enabled the
construction of the interstate highway sys-
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TxDOT prepared
for business as usual
on Jan. I, 2000
T x OT employees really deserve

praise for all the hard work they have
been doing for more than a year to

get the agency's computerized systems ready
for Y2K.

Because of this hard work, by late Octo-
ber we had 99.6 percent of the work com-

pleted. But in order
for us to be prepared
for any problems
that might arise, the

district engineers
Sand division and

office directors are
evaluating their
staffing needs for
the New Year's Eve
weekend, from Fri-
day, Dec. 31, 1999,
until Monday, Jan.

Wes Heald 3,2000.
The department

Straight talk is implementing a
Y2K staffing and

compensation policy directive designed to
motivate and reward employees who are
asked to come to work during this time.
These employees may be required to work
long hours to validate, repair and restore
normal operations as quickly as possible dur-
ing the weekend and after that if there's a
disruption.

In addition to normal standby compensa-
tion and overtime, employees who are asked
to work may receive paid leave for outstand-
ing performance for their efforts during this
weekend.

These are the areas where we could expe-
rience problems: computer applications that
support the TxDOT business functions;
traffic management and control systems;
heating and air conditioning systems in
TxDOT facilities; and employee safety.
TxDOT's ability to provide the services tax-
payers expect also could be disrupted by loss
of water, electric power and phone services.

Other state agencies have been doing
their part to make sure state employees can
continue to work and get paid without
delays.

The Texas State Comptroller's Office, for
example, has performed extensive Y2K test-
ing. Systems for paying vendors, employees
and those receiving state annuities by direct
deposit or paper check are Y2K compliant.

I'd like to thank the employees who con-
tinue to work so diligently to make sure the
agency is ready to meet the challenges of the
Y2K rollover. Their foresight, skill and com-
mitment to this painstaking and tedious task
should prove cause for celebration on New
Year's Day. *

Wes Heald is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Rails to head B
Mary Lou Ralls has been chosen director

of the newly reinstated Bridge Division,
Executive Director Wes Heald announced in
November.

Her appointment is effective Dec. 1.
A TxDOT employee since 1984, Ralls

began her career in the then-Division of
Bridges and Structures as an engineering
assistant. She has held positions as senior
design engineer, supervising design engineer,
bridge design engineer, and bridge construc-
tion/maintenance engineer in the Design
Division, Materials and Test Division and
Construction Division.

Ralls, 49, earned bachelor's and master's
degrees in civil engineering from the Univer-

ridge Division
sity of Texas at Austin, obtaining her profes-
sional engineer's license in 1987.

Her awards include the Texas Transporta-
tion Institute's DeWitt C. Greer Award; the
Center for Transportation Research M.D.
Shelby Award; the American Association of
State Highway and Transportation Officials'
Trailblazer Team Award; the Associated
General Contractors Texas Project Award;
and the Executive Women in Texas Govern-
ment Woman of the Year Award.

A member of the Leadership Texas class
of 1995, Ralls has been published in several
technical and professional periodicals. She
and her husband, Terry Newman, have three
children and four grandchildren. *

Bass new Finance Division director
James Bass has been selected the director

of the Finance Division, Executive Director
Wes Heald recently announced.

Bass assumed the duties of the director
immediately after his selection was
announced in November.

Bass, 33, has been a manager in the bud-
get and forecasting branch of the Finance
Division for almost three years.

He worked for the department as a sum-
mer employee in the Fort Worth District for
four years and as a part-time and full-time
engineering aide in the Austin District for
about three years. He joined the Finance
Division as a full-time accounting clerk in
1992. After working as an accounting clerk
for a year, Bass was promoted to budget ana-

lyst, a position he held for three years.

As budgeting and forecasting branch
manager, Bass worked extensively on
TxDOT's Legislative Appropriations
Requests and corresponded with employees
of the Legislative Budget Board, State
Auditor's Office and the Office of the Texas
Comptroller, as well as supervised the work
of strategy managers and budget officers.

Throughout his career in the budget and
forecasting branch he has had a great deal of
contact with numerous districts, divisions
and offices.

A native of Fort Worth, Bass earned a
bachelor's degree in business administration
in 1991 from the University of Texas at
Austin. He and his wife, Patty, reside in
Austin. *
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GOODWILL AMBASSADOR
Pleasanton engineering tech's activities put him in touch with thousands

Just about everyone knows Abel Casas.From country western singers and profes-
sional boxers to citizens and TxDOT

employees all over the state.
Don't believe me? Just ask any employee

in the Pleasanton Area Office in the San
Antonio District.

"There's a saying about Abel," Lynette
Birdsong, administrative technician, told me.
"Folks say that if Abel walked into a room
with a hundred thousand people, seventy-

five thousand
would know
him and the
other twenty-

five thousand
would have
heard about
him."

So how does
an engineering
technician for
the Texas
Department of
Transportation

Eloise Lundgren gain that kind of
- notoriety? Well,

A Day in theLife when he's not
relocating utili-

ties or testing concrete and asphalt for a con-
struction project, he's out plying one of his
other trades.

I tried to keep track of all the occupations
in which Casas has worked, but I'm sure I
missed a few. Let's see, he's been, or still is,
a cowboy, auctioneer, carpenter, butcher,
businessman, restaurateur, hunter, trapper,
boxer, landscaper. . .you get the picture.

Let's start at the beginning. Casas was
born a cowboy.

"I was raised on a ranch near Tilden," he
said. "My grandparents raised me. There
werent any other kids around for me to play
with, so I worked."

Casas started learning how to be a ranch
hand at 7, and by 10 he was hauling a trailer
behind a pickup. He could rope steers, sad-
dle break horses and compete in all rodeo
events by the time he was in the eighth
grade.

"I moved back in with my parents in
Jourdanton," he said, "and I tried to play
football and basketball in high school, but I
didnt like it.

"I didn't know that was supposed to be
fun," he said with a chuckle. "That was
work to me. I thought fun was working on
a ranch and getting paid for it."

After graduating from Jourdanton High
School, Casas thought about going to col-
lege but was enticed by rodeoing and the call
of the wild. "I trapped coyotes, bobcats and
raccoons for just one season (November-
February) and cleared over four thousand
dollars," he said.

That summer, though, he was back riding
and roping in New Mexico, and college was
the farthest thing from his mind.

Being a cowboy is not the safest occupa-
tion in the world, though. "I've been
stepped on, gored, kicked, thrown and had
horses fall on me," Casas said. "I don't need
any more injuries."

Pleasanton Area Office employees look over a set of plans. rom left are summer hire
Bennie Garcia, Abel Casas and design specialists Darrell Chambers, Andy Mackin and
chard Salas.

When a friend offered him the opportu-
nity to buy into a gas station, Casas jumped
into the business world. He sold liquid feed
and cattle along with petroleum products
and built portable buildings as a sideline.

Then he got the call to be an auctioneer.
"I had a good friend who worked an auc-

tion ring, and he asked me to help him one
afternoon," Casas said. "Then he asked me
to help him with some auctions at church
picnics, and from there I started helping him
with cattle auctions."

One day, his friend decided it was time to
teach Casas how to be an auctioneer instead
of just a helper. "I practiced when I was dri-
ving," he explained. "I would count tele-
phone poles, trees, road signs, delineators."

Then one weekend in Goliad, Casas got
his big break. "My friend liked to drink," he
remembered. "He got drunk and told me I
was going to have to conduct the auction.

"It was my first time, and I was terrified,"
he continued, "but after about ten or twelve
animals, I was fine."

From there, Casas got his auctioneer's
license and now he's known by churches, fire
departments, schools and charities through-
out the surrounding area.

"I get business strictly by word of mouth,"
he said. "A friend of mine told me everyone
likes me because I'm unpredictable - they
never know what's going to come out of my
mouth."

His favorite event is the school auction.
"Kids get play money for doing well in
school," he said. "Then teachers get folks to
contribute prizes which I auction off to the
kids. It's a good incentive to kids - teaches
them the value of money and how doing a
good job gets you ahead."

When the oil boom went sour, Casas sold
his interest in the gas station to his partner
and came to work for TxDOT in 1985 in

the Pleasanton maintenance section. One
day his supervisor offered him the opportu-
nity to help with some cosmetic work on a
bridge, "and I guess he was pleased with
what I did because I quickly moved over to
surveying and then the lab and finally into
design."

Casas is the only employee in the design
section with a commercial driver's license, so
he competes in the truck roadeos. "Even
though I don't drive dump trucks at all," he
said with a laugh, "I can still beat some of
the guys in the maintenance section.

"In fact, the last two years, I scored pretty
good," he said modestly, "but not good
enough to go to Austin for the finals. That's
my goal."

Each year, Casas supervises summer hires,
providing them not only with job skills
training, but also with work ethic philosophy
- translation: He doesn't put up with whin-
ing.

"I tell these young guys they don't know
what real work is," he said. "Construction
and maintenance work - that's not hard.
It's gravy compared to what I have done in
my life."

And-don't dare complain to Casas about
pay. "I don't want to hear people complain-
ing about not getting paid enough," he said.
"I never ask about pay. I figure whatever I
make is more than I had yesterday."

A guy who always looks for more work,
Casas bought a butcher shop in 1996. "The
butcher shop also had a store and a restau-
rant with it," he said. "We served Mexican
food during the week, but on Fridays and
Saturdays we grilled steaks."

A trial held in Jourdanton brought Casas
new fame when a San Antonio television
station, there to cover the trial, did a story
on the steakhouse.

* S.. CASAS, Page 15
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Commission honors Da11 as District
Central Expressway project earns top 1999 National Quality Initiative Award

AUSTIN - The Texas Transportation
Commission last month honored members
of the Dallas District and their private sector
partners whose work on the U.S. 75/North
Central Expressway project recently earned
the prestigious 1999 National Quality Initia-
tive Achievement Award.

The five-year, $105 million project
widened the expressway from four to eight
lanes, adding auxiliary lanes and frontage
roads.

The project was finished nine months
early, avoiding some $60 million in user
delay costs. Traffic flow of 150,000 vehicles
per day was maintained during construction.

Brown and Root served as designer;
Granite Construction was contractor. The
project was completed in October.

Dallas District received the award at the
NQI conference in Tulsa last August.

The project also has won the 1999 Asso-
ciation of Government Contractors Marvin
M. Black Award Excellence in Partnering
Award and the 1997 AASHTO Value
Engineering Award.

Transportation commission members
honored the Dallas District for its achieve-
ment at their Nov.18 meeting in Austin.

"TxDOT, along with Granite Construc-
tion and a host of other stakeholders over a
number of years, has delivered an absolutely
outstanding project ahead of schedule with
significant cost savings and under budget'-
and with state of the art design features all
along the route," said David Laney, commis-
sion chairman. "It is a remarkable achieve-
ment."

District Engineer Jay Nelson thanked "all
the people who were responsible for the
quality that went into this project, including
the contractor."

A ceremony to mark the opening of the
project is scheduled in Dallas on Dec. 5.

A procession will travel the length of the
Central Expressway, from LBJ Freeway to
Woodall Rogers Freeway in downtown Dal-
las.

Texas hTansportation Commission members joined TxDOT officials to celebrate the Dallas
District's NQI award. From left are Commission Chairman David Laney, Dallas County North
East Assistant Area Engineer Makram Bataineh, Dallas District Construction Engineer Jim
Hunt, Dallas District Engineer Jay Nelson, Dallas County North East Engineer Paul
Williams, commission member Robert L Nichols and TxDOT Executive Director Wes Heald.

Dallas Mayor Ron Kirk proclaimed the
week of Nov. 29 through Dec. 5 as North
Central 2000 Celebration Week in honor of
the completion of the project.

Awards were presented in three levels:
national, gold and state:

For the national award, TxDOT's entry
was chosen over those of the country's other
state departments of transportation.

The work of seven other departments
won gold level awards. Twenty-three depart-
ments won state level awards.

NQ is a partnership founded by the Fed-
eral Highway Administration, the American
Association of State Highway and Trans-
portation Officials, and 10 other related
organizations.

The NQI national award recognizes the
expansion of the five-year U.S. 75/Central
Expressway.

TxDOT launches adopt-an-airport program
More than 300 community airports in

Texas are now eligible for "adoption" under
the TxDOT Adopt-an-Airport program.

Through this initiative, patterned after
TxDOT's Adopt-a-Highway program, local
civic groups and chambers of commerce can
contribute to maintaining their community
airport by adopting it, thereby assisting air-
port managers in maintaining and beautify-
ing local airports.

"This program allows TxDOT, local air-
ports and volunteer groups an opportunity
to make each airport a source of pride for
the community it serves," said Dave Fulton,
TxDOT aviation director. "Local airports
are valuable assets to a community and the
time and effort invested in them will result
in an economic impact for the community
and the entire state."

The activities performed by the volunteer
groups will enhance safety and beautification
efforts. Adoption of an airport includes
mowing grass, landscaping the entry road,
picking up litter, general maintenance of ter-
minal building and hangers such as sweep-
ing and painting, removing debris from run-
ways, and painting numbers on runways.

Volunteer groups will be required to work
on its adopted airport a minimum of four
times a year for a two-year period.

In recognition for their community ser-
vice at the airport, TxDOT will erect a sign
at the airport entrance identifying each
Adopt-an-Airport group. More than one
group can adopt the same airport.

TxDOT's Adopt-an-Airport program
kicked-off last month when three volunteer
groups adopted the Fayette Regional Air

Center in La Grange and the Yoakum
Municipal Airport.

The Yoakum Rotary and Lions Clubs
and Boy Scout Troop 204 of LaGrange,
Texas are the first groups in Texas to adopt
airports under this new program.

Yoakum Lions' Club President Billy
Goodrich said, "Adopt-An-Airport is a great
way for our club to show our support of a
vital economic link to our community. We
are pleased to be one of the first groups to
participate in this new program."

General aviation airports in Texas log
more than 3 million flight hours per year
and provide access for agricultural, business
and medical services.

Yoakum District public information officer
Pearlie Bushong contributed to this report.
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It's New Year's Eve

Do you know where your

TxDOT employees are?

At midnight, some crews will be at work looking for trouble
By Usa 1row
Public Information OfficeJan. 3, 2000 may be a blue

Monday, but don't assume a
Y2K bug is the culprit.

"There are problems every Mon-
day morning," said Sharon Fitz-
patrick, TxDOT's Y2K coordinator.
"Go through the normal resolution
process before reporting it as a Y2K
problem."

Fitzpatrick urges TxDOT employees to
be diligent in running virus-scanning soft-
ware, especially during December and Janu-
ary. Employees should also handle with cau-
tion any e-mail with attachments from
unknown sources. Employees should make
sure their PCs are turned off the last work-
ing day of the year, Fitzpatrick said. They
should back up their works in progress and
other important files and make paper copies
of them.

Even after the date change, Fitzpatrick
said, employees will need to continue to
check records and other output to make sure
they're correct.

As of Oct. 21, TxDOT had implement-
ed 99.6 percent of its Y2K changes. At that
point, only the firewall and one Windows
NT server remained to be upgraded for Y2K

compliance.
Thirty to 35 employees from Information

Services, General Services, Traffic Opera-
tions, Public Information and the Emer-
gency Operations Center will staff a Y2K
command center at Camp Hubbard offices
in Austin on Friday, Dec. 31 to monitor the
date change. ISD employees will continue to
do local and statewide tests on Saturday, Jan.
1, 2000. Employees in districts, divisions and
offices will be testing their locally supported
hardware and software Sunday, Jan. 2. ISD
employees in Austin will staff a help desk for
districts, divisions and offices while this test-
ing is under way.

Those employees in the districts, divisions
and offices who are asked to remain on
standby to handle problems associated with
the rollover will be eligible to receive standby
compensation and overtime, but also paid
leave for outstanding performance for their
efforts during this weekend, according to
Human Resources Division officials.

Areas that offer the potential for prob-
lems over this weekend include computer
applications and traffic control/management
systems.

The biggest threat to smooth operations
for TxDOT, however, could be interruptions
in phone service - but not because of inter-
ference from the Y2K bug.

"We do not expect a technical Y2K prob-
lem, but a behavioral one, which leads to

overloading the phone system," Fitzpatrick
said. "There will be people calling friends
and relatives to say 'Happy New Year' and to
ask if they are experiencing Y2K problems.
There are likely to be people picking up the
phone just to see if there is a dial tone."

In addition, phones at Y2K command
centers all over the world will be busy as
employees check for Y2K problems. Those
with problems will be calling help desks.
Federal agencies will be contacting state and
county entities. Internet users will be tie up
phone lines. In addition, experts expect sun
spot activity to be very high for several
months, which also can interrupt communi-
cations.

Fitzpatrick said she expects communica-
tions to be disrupted at least a few hours
after the date change.

Even if the phone service is temporarily
interrupted, Fitzpatrick said she is "opti-
mistic TxDOT will be open for business on
Jan. 3, 2000.

"However, there will probably be minor
problems either at work or at home or both.
Industry and government agencies will focus
on solving the most critical problems first,"
she said.

"The first week of January may require
some additional patience and flexibility, but
planning ahead and preparation at both
work and at home will reduce panic and
frustration." *
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The gentleman competitor
Houston District's Ray is World Armsport Federation champion and a nice guy

By Norman Wgington
Houston District

his brawny utilities coordinator is the

proverbial "nice guy." He speaks in
cheerful, upbeat tone, relaxing until

he hands a sheaf of paper across the table as
you notice that his arms are bigger than a
church pillar.

His shirtsleeve fabric is pulled taut
around the muscles in his arm, and the fist
in which he holds the paper is the size of a
ham.

His massive shoulders provide further
evidence that Ray is unique.

By capturing the international title at the
1999 World Armsport Federation's XX
World Championships, one ofTxDOT's
own became a world-class champion athlete.

"At that level, the competition is extraor-
dinary," he shares modestly. "On any given
day, there are three or four, maybe six, guys
who could be the world champion, and then
it depends on if it's your day."

The road to Russia was not an easy one
for Ray, whose earlier armsport-related
injuries sidelined him from competition.
This made the victory that much sweeter,
Ray said.

"I didn't know how much I missed the
sport until this year. Then for me to come
back after injuries and take the world cham-
pionship, wow, I think that qualifies for
irony, don't you? It really has made it all the
more special."

Ray has been competing since 1976.
In the early 1980s, the native Houstonian

trained and competed on a national level and
twice was second in the world. He won the
Texas Championship eight times and the
U.S. national title in 1984.

Sylvester Stallone attended the national
competition in Las Vegas while filming the
movie, "Over the Top" in 1986. The film
was an enormous international success and
spurred the development of international
competition around the globe. In the Ameri-
can market, the film was a commercial dis-
appointment and Stallone could not bring
the sport of arm wrestling the same level of
recognition in the United States.

Armsport, as international arm wrestling
is termed, is not for the faint of heart. Com-
petitors sometimes suffer snapped muscle
and bone. Ray has been injured, but not
deterred.

"I got into wrestling when I was in junior
high and a friend's older brother, Mel
Brown, became a nationally ranked competi-
tor. I was inspired by these guys to enter my
first contest even though I didn't win. And
that lead to the next contest," Ray said.

The World Armsport Federation began
in 1967 with only three participating coun-
tries - the United States, Canada and India.
Today, there are more than 70 countries par-
ticipating in armsport and the WAF is the
sole international body. The WAF has made
an application to the International Olympic
Committee to be included in the Olympic
Games, and its application has received seri-
ous support from Russia, former Russian
states and European nations.

Gary Ray, right, the World Armsport Federation champion, warms up with his wife, Lisa,
before a match. Gary works in the Houston District as a utilities coordinator. He won the
title in Russia in October.

The Russian support for armsport includ-
ed the hosting of the recent XX Games at
Vladikavkaz and treating the championships
as an Olympic event. As armsport continued
to gain approval internationally, Ray's career
stalled. In an excruciating moment in 1986,
the pronator muscle in his forearm popped.

He shows his right arm as if it is locked
in place. "You see how this arm moves," he
asked as he extended both arms and rotated
the left one. "Well, this arm can't move like
that any more. It doesn't have the muscle
there anymore to move it. I can tell it to
move. I can think it should move, but it
can't."

Additionally, Ray tore a pectoral muscle
at the shoulder in 1992. He motioned to
where the muscle should have bridged the
space between his chest and arm and said,
"With two major injuries occurring over a
six-year period, I didn't think I would ever
be competitive again." But Ray stayed
involved in armsport largely as a coach for
younger men.

In 1999, he and his wrestling buddies
entered the Strongarm Challenge in
Seabrook. Ray claimed a decisive win as he
and his friends claimed three of four divi-
sions. The victories initiated an even greater
prize - the inspiration to compete at the
next American Armwrestling Association
national contest in Baton Rouge. To train
for the nationals, Ray stepped up his training
regimen and made plans to attend the
nationals.

The AAA is the member nation
armwrestling federation representing the
United States in the World Armsport Feder-
ation. Participation is the event is achieved
through a strict qualification process. The
next international event was to be held in
Russia, and the AAA would be allowed to
send only two competitors per weight divi-
sion. Ray placed fourth in the nationals and
was seemingly out of international con-
tention.

Two finalists could not attend the XX
Games in Vladikavkaz, and Ray was tapped
as a member of the official U. S. team. With
the opportunity to go to Russian for the
WAF, Ray changed his physical training
program.

He focused on climbing movements to
target tendon and ligament strength. The
new training included various cable pulling
and resistance devices. He added roller blad-
ing and competitive flag football for overall
conditioning and yoga for flexibility and
strength.

Two nights a week, he concentrated on
practicing match strategy on a specially con-
structed competition table at home.

"Most people would tend to think of
armwrestling as an individual sport," Ray
said. "But I long ago realized that you can't
make it to the top without good people
beside you. Whether they are committed
training partners or someone like my wife,
most people need help along the way.

"Another key factor for me," Ray said,
"was the realization that no one tool or one
training technique will make you a champi-
on. "You have to be creative and incorporate
a variety of training techniques."

Members from the local armwrestling
club would give Ray a workout about once a
week. As the world championships
approached, a number of people began
showing up to assist in training Ray in more
and more competitive matches.

Ray added a chiropractor and a massage
therapist to the team to help him overcome
the most punishing aspects of the matches.
Ray and the team were focused on the XX
Games, Sept. 28-Oct. 2.

The arrival in Vladikavkaz of the interna-
tional teams was a day of municipal celebra-
tion, he said. The schools were closed, and
there were parades honoring the games. A
neat urban municipality in the extreme south

U See RAY, Page 7
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ATPA sponsors auto theft campaign
'Watch Your Car' program designed to keep owners from becoming a statistic

AUSTIN - The Auto Theft Prevention
Authority section chose Crime Prevention
Month in October to launch its "Watch
Your Car" campaign to create awareness of
vehicle thefts in Texas.

The campaign has been so effective that
other states have purchased the rights to use
the "Watch Your Car" public service
announcements, said ATPA officials, who
this year wanted to tie the campaign to
other crime prevention programs in the
hope of increasing public interest.

"Automobile theft in Texas is still a very
serious problem, said ATPA director
Augustin De La Rosa Jr. "The 'Watch Your
Car' activities conducted throughout the
state are being done to bring this problem to
the forefront and make the citizens of Texas
aware of what actions they might take in
preventing them from becoming a victim of
auto theft and thus help in reducing this
problem."

Every five minutes a vehicle is stolen in
Texas. More than 96 thousand cars were
stolen in 1998.

Most auto thefts take place in July with
the fewest in February, Rosa said. The
most commonly stolen vehicles in 1998 were
the Ford pickup, GM pickup, Olds Cutlass,
Dodge pickup, GMC Suburban, GMC Van,
Jeep Cherokee, Honda Accord, Ford Mus-
tang and Olds 88.

Law enforcement officials advise making
it hard for a thief to steal your car or take
your keys.

"Many people don't realize how impor-
tant a car is," said Susan Sampson, ATPA's

director of public education. "Having it
stolen is like losing a piece of your life. It's
inconvenient and a hassle to replace."

Motorists could face a stiff fine of $200
for leaving an unattended car running.

The cost of replacing a stolen vehicle can
be shocking to most motorists because peo-
ple are buying a new vehicle with low
monthly payments and a final, large balloon
loan payment due at a later date, this means
owners can end up owing more on the car
than the insurance will pay if it is stolen.
More vehicles are stolen at night from con-
venience stores and service stations.

"The growing trend toward purchasing a
new vehicle with low monthly payments and
a final large balloon loan payment due at a
later date exposes the owner of a stolen vehi-
cle to the possibility of owing far more on
the car than the insurance will pay," Samp-
son said.

Motorists can avoid being a victim of car
theft by siging up with the Help End Auto
Theft or HEAT program. HEAT is a
statewide program that helps law enforce-
ment officers identify stolen vehicles.

Officers can pull vehicles over between
the hours of 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. to determine
ownership if the vehicle has a HEAT stick-
er. To join, sign up with local law enforce-
ment or any participating Quick Lube in
Austin.

Protect Our Parts Program is a program
available to motorists to increase the recov-
ery rate of stolen vehicles and parts. Vehicle
owners can get information on the program
from law enforcement officials or by calling

800-CAR-WATCH.
ATPA was created by the 72nd Legisla-

ture in June 1991 to fund programs that will
reduce the incidence of economic vehicle
theft in the state of Texas.

ATPA's board is made up of.six individu-
als appointed by the governor. Texas ATPA
funding is provided by a $1 fee on each
insured automobile every year.

Texas ATPA funding programs include
law enforcement, prosecution, public aware-
ness/education, prevention of the sale of
stolen auto parts, and the reduction of the
number of stolen vehicles crossing the Mexi-
can border.

More than 259 automobile theft preven-
tion grants totaling $97.4 million have been
awarded to cities, counties and regions
around the state since 1991.

With the assistance of task forces around
the state, ATPA has continued to reduce
vehicle theft rates and educate the public
through the Watch Your Car program. The
1-800 Car Watch hotline handles thousands
of calls.

The Border Auto Theft Information
Center located in El Paso, answers inquiries
from Mexican and U.S. aw enforcement
agencies about stolen vehicles.

Before 1994, law enforcement had recov-
ered less than 500 stolen vehicles from Mex-
ico, according to the Texas Department of
Public Safety.

"These simple things won't cost you a
dime," Sampson said. "And they dramatical-
ly reduce the odds that you will become a
car thief's next victim."*

RA\Y
Continued from Page ?

of Russia, Vladikavkaz is set against the
Caucasus Mountains between the Black and
Caspian seas. The Russian team was heavily
favored.

"Overall, the XX World Championships
rate as one of the most incredible events in
my years of competing," Ray says. "The
crowd participation was extraordinary. Most
of the teams are sponsored by their home
governments - the Brazilians, the Ukraini-
ans, Italians, Czechs. So you can see that
there are national rivalries in addition to the
events that the organizers promoted."

The matches were held in the Palace of
Sport.

"The day I was to compete was complete
chaos. I awoke to find that the Russian
authorities had completely reversed the com-
petition schedules. Whether or not this was
part of their mind games, I don't know.
Certainly, more experienced international
competitors suggested it was. But when I
woke up, my wife, Lisa, asked me,'Are you
ready to be the world champion?' and I said,
'You bet I am.'

"For me, everything came together at the
right point. I was in my zone at the right

time," Ray recalled.
"As the day progressed, I got better and

faster. That's important because the long
matches will drain you, make you weaker for
the next match."

By the end of the day, there was only one
competitor left, Andrey Uchanko of Russia,
and Ray had already beaten him.

"I had faced him in my second round
match and sent him to the losers bracket.
But he had hung tough and won every
match after that. He was fighting his way
back to the top. You could see it in him.
Seeing him make his way back made me
respect him even more."

The match reminded Ray of a past expe-
rience in the 1984 nationals in which he lost
a match early in the 1984 finals to Con-
necticut's George Givens.

It's obvious Ray is a gentleman competi-
tor, but his competitive streak shines when
he is sharing the details of the match.

"Match by match, I managed to make my
way back through the losers' bracket to
defeat him twice in the finals to win the
championship. Well, here was Andrey
comin' on up and I knew it was possible
Andrey could overtake me," he said. "I wasn't
about to let that happen to me here."

The battle for physical control begins
even before the referee starts the match.

The two wrestlers try to out maneuver each
other as they grip hands, searching for
strengths and weaknesses.
. "Then it was finally just us, him and me,
for the championship. It was fast. I took
him fast." Ray said. "I don't remember a lot
of what happened next. I looked for Lisa.
My teammates were yelling and screaming.
It was exciting."

Ray has been invited to the Arnold Clas-
sic Armwrestling Challenge 2000 from Feb.
25-27 in Columbus, Ohio. Sponsored in
part by Arnold Schwarzenegger Fitness
Expo, each competitor will have been quali-
fied through a 1999 AAA event.

In June, Ray will travel to the U. S.
Championships to begin the trek to defend
his title in the Y2K games in Bakersfield,
Calif.

The international armsport finals will be
held in Virginia next fall.

"I love the challenge," Ray said. "Looking
back over the years, the camaraderie that
exists among arm wrestlers is certainly well-
known. There have been lifelong friendships
formed, but any unfamiliar bystander might
think we hate each other when we meet as
competitors at the table. That's for the
table," he said. *
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TxDOT looks back to the future
Continued from Page 1

tem.
A federal funding program was not the

only legacy of the interstate project. Inter-
state travel with its controlled access reduced
deaths from accidents.

The rise of the autombile and the col-
lateral issues associated with increased travel
prompted legislation to address environmen-
tal issues. It spawned highway beautification
projects. It allowed working adults to move
out of the inner cities and helped fill up the
suburbs with commuters and their families.

Has the automobile, at the end of the
20th century, become too much of a good
thing, as critics say? Heavy traffic generates
harmful emissions from vehicles stalled in
rush hour commutes. Idling cars on crowd-
ed highways waste gasoline and time. Even
with smart transportation systems and traffic
safety campaigns, cars and trucks are still
responsible for too many injuries and fatali-
ties.

It's too late to do what lawmakers consid-
ered at the turn of the 20th century - ban
the automobile all together. But support for
this position is evident in various Internet
sites by socio-environmental critics of the
automobile and its fundamental effect on
Western culture.

Solutions include Intelligent Transporta-
tion System programs, managed lanes -
such as high occupancy vehicle lanes, high
occupancy toll lanes, truck lanes and value
pricing lanes - increased use of transit sys-
tems such as buses and light rail, telecom-

muting, adding lanes and relief lanes, said
Jack Foster, director of the transportation
systems planning section of the Transporta-
tion Planning and Programming Division.

Convincing American commuters to take
the bus or carpool to work will be a chal-
lenge in the 21st century, transportation
experts said.

"I think we will be a largely automobile-
dependent society for the next 20 years,"
Foster said.

TxDOT's Executive Director Wes Heald
has identified finding solutions to traffic
congestion as a major priority for the
department, but Heald also is not optimistic
that people will embrace a return to public
transportation.

"Life will have to become unpleasant
enough for people to see the advantages (of
public transportation)," Heald said.

Life is already unpleasant for commuters
in several of the nation's cities, according to a
November study of 1997 data by the Texas
Transportation Institute.

Houston and Dallas drivers spent an
average of 58 hours a year commuting,
according to the study. In Austin, drivers
spent an average of 53 hours a year stalled in
traffic.

Congested roads are likely the by-prod-
ucts of a good economy, the authors of the
study said.

In general, cities with heavier traffic con-
gestion had healthy economies. Those cities
not reporting increases in traffic congestion
were suffering the effects of economic reces-
sion.

"In a booming economy, the transporta-

e Se Next page
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The automobile triumphed in popularity over trains, but rail may be making a comeback if
commuters, who now spend an average of 34 hours a year stalled on congested highways
traveling to and from work, trade their cars for public transportation.

TransItion from horse and buggy
to automobile not a smooth road
By Lori Rowe
Public Information Office

The first automobile in Texas
made its debut in 1899.

Thus began the transition
from a society propelled by horses
to one propelled by automobiles.
The transition, however, was not
always smooth. In many cases
there was no love loss between r
drivers of the new-fangled con-
traptions and those who relied on
the family horse for transporta- 4
tion. Crews w

Take, for instance, some of the area circ
early laws and regulations govern-
ing the use of motorized vehicles
imposed by a society reliant on horse trans-
portation and leery of the automobile.

There were laws against night-time dri-
ving and speed limits set as low as 2 mph.
Some cities required automobiles to come to
a complete stop until horse-drawn vehicles
passed by, that is if the city even let automo-
biles inside the city limits.

The Texas Legislature mandated that an
automobile must stop when signaled to do
so by the driver of a horse-drawn cart.

A group called the Farmers' Anti-Auto-
mobile Society set out rules for automobiles
in rural areas of Pennsylvania. A motorist
traveling at night was required to send up a
Roman candle every mile and blow the horn
as he proceeded with caution. If the
motorist encountered a horse, he had to pull
over and camouflage his vehicle until the
horse passed. If the horse refused to pass,
the vehicle had to be dismantled and hidden
from view.

The growing popularity of the automo-
bile could not be stemmed, however, and
after World War I, horses finally faded as
the primary mode of transportation. During

ork on an interstate highway in the El Paso
Ca 1956.

the war, horses and mules were needed
because motor vehicles produced during the
time were primarily for the war effort.
When the war ended, production for a
domestic market returned and the horse
finally lost its hold.

Ironically, in Texas and across the country,
the trusty horse was used to construct early
roads for the automobile. Teams of horses,
or mules, were harnessed to a fresno to move
dirt on roadway projects. Horse-drawn
wagons were used to carry materials to job
sites. Mules were used on bridge jobs
requiring piling, such as the Wolf Creek
bridge in Ochiltree County, to raise the
drop-hammer on a "jo-heaver" rig. Even as
late at the early 1930s, new road building
machinery was developed for use with hors-
es on WPA projects. *

Sources: "The First Ffty Years, "Austin
Bridge Company and Associated Companies;
Helpful Hints on Titles, TxDOT; and "Auto-
motive 101; Autoshop On Line.
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As the condition of highways improved and rest areas were added, leisure travel
increased. This increase is one of many factors that elevated the status of the automo-
bile.

BACK TO THE FUTURE
Continued from Page 8

tion system is always going to be a lagging
factor," said Tim Lomax co-author of the
TTI report.

But experts differ on what causes traffic
congestion and what should be done to
counter it.

Representatives of the Surface Trans-

portation Policy Project discard the notion
that building more roads is the solution to
snarled traffic.

"The common knowledge is that conges-
tion is controlled by growth, and so we have
to build more roads," said Gloria Ohland of
the STPP, which produced a companion
analysis to the TTI report. "But I think the
report says...it's not caused by growth. It's
caused by the fact that people are driving
more. We have built enough roads to keep
up with growth."

STPP's study concludes that most metro
areas have added roads faster than the popu-
lations in their areas have increased. The
number of drivers on the road grew by 5.3
percent for every 10 percent of lane miles
added.

Groups such as the American Road and
Transportation Builders Association and the
Association of General Contractors dis-
agree, saying not enough has been done to
keep up with road construction.

"Adding capacity has not been an aggres-
sive strategy in most urban areas," said Peter
Ruane, president of the builders association.

Ruane, who lives in Maryland, has a two-
hour commute to his job in Washington,
D.C. without the presence of carpool lanes.

Authors of the TTI study, Lomax and
David Schrank, contend building more roads
will help alleviate congestion, but they also
advocate the use of better traffic signaliza-
tion and convincing more people to use pub-
lic transportation and car pools.

The study cites Houston's 72 miles of car-
pool lanes as making a difference in that

city's congestion.
The Texas Transportation Commission

approved in September the 2000 Unified
Transportation Program, an annually updat-
ed 10-year plan for federal- and state-fund-
ed transportation projects.

The program authorizes $11.3 billion in
highway, aviation and public transportation
projects planned for construction during the
next four years.

About 45 percent of that $11.3 billion are
designated for preservation of the existing
highway system.

Over the next four years, $2.8 billion will
be spent on highway expansion and $167
million on public transportation.

"The increase in this year's program is a
step in the right direction," said David
Laney, chairman of the commission.

"We are investing the additional federal
dollars in high priority projects that will
improve mobility and safety across Texas.
But with an aging highway system and a
steady increase in traffic, we have more
transportation needs than available
funds." *

Automobil-inspired insights
'Americans are broad-minded people. They'll accept the fact that a per-
son can be an alcoholic, a dope fiend, a wife beater, and even a newspa-
perman, but if a man doesn't drive there's something wrong with him.'

- Art Buchwald

'Most of the babies of the era were conceived in the Model T Ford, and
not a few were born in them.'

- John Steinbeck, Cannery Row, 1944

Automobile facts
Depression devotion
No matter how poor and needy those in

the Great Depression of 1929 became, they
would not give up their cars. If forced to
choose between gasoline or food, the average
man may decide that gasoline was more
important. Replacement parts were scav-
enged and repairs were improvised. Humorist
Will Rogers said that Americans would be the
first people to go to the poor house in an
automobile.

Women and cars
Women were not a real part of the automo-

tive scene until Henry Leland produced a self-
starter in a 1912 Cadillac. Eliminating the
physical strain of hand-cranking, he removed a
large physical obstacle for female drivers and,
men as well. A friend's death after he was
injured from the kickback of a hand crank
prompted Leland's invention.

Catering to motorists
In 1924, a California innkeeper put up a

flashing sign, an idea that spread across the
nation. He combined "hotel" and "motor" to
coin the word, "motel." In Florida, businesses
began to bow to the motorists needs by
establishing curb service dining with bell
hops, so that the driver would not even need
to leave his car. They coined the word, "drive-
in."

Curbside mail service
The government installed curbside mailbox-

es, equipped with chutes angled out to
retrieveletters. These were first put in in
Houston in 1927.

Big screen entertainment
In Camden, N. J., on June 6, 1933, the

first drive-in movie was shown in a field large
enough tothold 500 cars on a 40- by 50-foot
screen. At their peak, there were more than
4,000 drive-in movies across America.

Move over, Old Paint
Frightened horses were a great worry for

the first drivers. Uriah Smith, the founder of
the Horsey Horseless Carriage Company in
Battle Creek, Mich., had a solution. His motor
car came with a wooden, life-sized horse head
on the front. No mention was made of the
fact that this did nothing to quiet the noise of
the engine.

The versatile Model T
The Ford Model T (introduced in 1908)

sold for about $290 without extras. Because
it was so simple, it lent itself to becoming the
most adaptable car in history.

A farmer could reasonably afford a set of
tractor wheels to fit a Model T. If he needed
to use his car in the fields, he could mount
the tractor wheels and hitch up his plow.

The car made an excellent power plant. If
you jacked up the rear wheel and removed the
tire, you could attach a belt from the wheel to
your buzz saw to cut wood.

Model Ts were used to generate electricity,
pump water, grind feed, shear sheep, shred
corn, churn butter and grind sausage.

Bicycles on the cutting edge
The American bicycle industry of the

1890s sponsored the automobile industry.
Many pioneers in automotives were men who
manufactured bicycles. Charles and Frank
Duryea introduced the first successful Ameri-
can internal-combustion engine in 1893.
Charles was a skilled bicycle mechanic.
Alexander Winston, a bicycle manufacturer,
made the first American high-performance car
in 1897, a 12-horsepower model thatntested
out at 33.7 miles per hour. Henry Ford, a tin-
kerer, used many bicycle parts, including a
saddle, on his first "quadricycle" in 1896.
The Pope Manufacturing Company opened a
motor-carriage department in 1897 to pro-
duce Columbia cars, using the popularity of
their Columbia bicycles as a sales tool. Ram-
bler bicycles was so successful with their
Rambler automobiles they stopped producing
bicycles altogether. The first car manufactur-
ers were dependent on the bicycle firms for
parts. The first car dealers were also recruited
from the bicycle dealers. The best place to
buy a car at the turn of the century was a
bicycle shop.
Source: "Automotive 101," Autoshop On Line

- Compiled by Cheryl Williams, PlO

1ansportatlon News December 1999

9



10

Truck roadeo showcase safety skills
Austin District maintenance tech is the top scorer out of 50 TxDOT drivers
By Unda Ribble
Public Information Office

Fifty ofTxDOT's best drivers - as well
as a rookie or two - demonstrated their
safety skills at the annual Truck Roadeo
Drive-Off state championship in Austin last
month.

Begun in 1992 by safety coordinators
Ken Sylvester and Jess Wood in the Lub-
bock District, TxDOT's annual Truck
Roadeo Drive-Off State Championship
encourages more than 4,500 employees to
improve driving abilities and techniques rou-
tinely used in the work zones.

The roadeo was held Nov. 4 at the Texas
Department of Transportation's Travis East
Maintenance Office in the Austin District.

TxDOT's best of the best at the 1999
state competition, maintenance technician
Kenneth Shaffer of Austin District's Llano
Maintenance Office, scored a winning 345
out of 350 points. Runner-up motor vehicle
mechanic Leonard Neusch of the Amarillo
District's Panhandle Maintenance Section
scored 315.

In May, Shaffer and Neusch will repre-
sent Texas in Ohio at the National Truck
Roadeo, a competition that will include
snowplows.

"We wanted to increase our drivers safety
awareness and motivate them to strengthen
driving skills that prevent accidents," said
Sylvester, a safety supervisor in the Lubbock
District.

The camaraderie that develops among
attendees is an added bonus, said Wood,
now the Wichita Falls District's safety coor-
dinator.

A single-axle (6-yard) dump truck is used
for the state competition. The truck inspec-
tion tests a driver's skill in finding safety and
mechanical defects, and the obstacle course
tests a driver's ability to perform maneuvers
encountered during routine vehicle opera-
tion. Drivers must use the safety belt or be

disqualified.
Thisdyear's obstacle course comprised six

exercises. Simulated work conditions includ-
ed keeping as far to the right as possible
when meeting oncoming traffic on narrow
roadways, backing into restricted widths and
depths, encountering partially blocked road-
ways and negotiating detours in heavy traf-
fic.

The exercises changed this year so drivers
will strive to improve skills, said Jim Busby, a
safety officer in the Waco District who
helped draft exercise drawings and score
sheets.

"In many cases, drivers that have acci-
dents while operating a commercial vehicle
do not need to be retrained to drive trucks
they only need practice," he said. "The truck
roadeo gives them the reason and opportu-
nity to practice the many skills needed that
they may not use every day. The roadeo con-
centrates on those skills and makes it fun for
the participants to practice."

In the diminishing clearance exercise, dri-
vers must steer through a funnel-shaped
path, narrowing from 10 feet to 7 1/2 feet,
without touching or displacing markers. If in
the middle of the path at the end, only four
inches remain outside each front truck wheel

Safety coordinators Paul Lewis of Tyler and Diane Havlik of Corpus Christi measure dis-
tance used as a tie breaker in the alley dock exercise. The exercise simulates backing
into restricted widths and depths, such as maneuvering between vehicles and other
obstacles, and tests a driver's ability to back a vehicle into a narrow space and stop with
the rear of the vehicle within a specified distance.

Top Ten Scorers
345 Kenneth Shaffer, Maintenance Techni-
clan, Uano County Maintenance Section,
Austin District
315 Leonard Neusch, Motor Vehicle Mechan-
ic, Panhandle Maintenance Section, Amarillo
District

295 Sherman Poe, Maintenance Technician,
West Harris Maintenance Office, Houston
District

280 Jimmy Smithson, Maintenance Techni-
cian, New Boston Maintenance Section,
Atlanta District

280 Derry Rankin, Maintenance Technician,
Coleman County Maintenance Office, Brown
wood District
275 Terrel W. Maertz, Maintenance Techni-
cian, Colorado County Maintenance Section,
Yoakum District

275 Ron Worthington, Maintenance Techni-
cian, Stonewall County Maintenance Section,
Abilene District
270 Ricky Ross, Maintenance Technician,
Coke County Maintenance Section, San
Angelo District

265 Dennis Behrends, Maintenance Techni-
clan, Gillespie County Maintenance Section,
Austin District

265 Shawn Elliott, Engineering Technician,
Briscoe County Maintenance Section, Chil
dress District

... challenge enough. An offset was added

midway, the path jogged to the right this
year.

"I really enjoy the competition, and the
changes to the diminishing clearance chal-
lenge a driver's abilities," said Maintenance
Crew Chief Ernest "Kutsch" Kutscherousky
of Waco's Hill County Maintenance Office.
A five-year employee, Kutsch ranked fifth or
seventh in four prior state championships.

A team of three safety coordinators chose

Maintenance Technician Randy Schoppe for
the 1999 Jerry Wooldridge Award as the
employee that best exemplified the inspira-
tion and spirit of the truck roadeo, based on
interviews with drivers. (Safety Coordinator

Jerry Wooldridge of the Fort Worth District
was an avid roadeo advocate who passed
away in December 1997.)

Shoppe of the Burleson County Mainte-
nance Section came to see what the state
championship fuss was all about, and learned
how good the drivers are, said Clemente
Villa, safety coordinator of the Odessa Dis-
trict.

"Participants really put their hearts into it.
I didn't know how important it was and how
much went into it," Shoppe said.

The newest Texas Transportation Com-
mission member, Johnny Johnson, lost a
challenge to TTC Chairman David Laney
but gained a new perspective of what it takes
to drive a 6-yard dump truck.

"Wow! It makes you appreciate the skills
of the men and women who drive these
babies in (work) zones every day," Johnson
said, who found backing up in the serpen-
tine event the biggest challenge. The serpen-
tine consists of driving forward in a figure-
eight pattern, changing directions and
repeating the process back to the beginning.

Experienced drivers, maintenance techni-
cians Derry Rankin of Brownwood District's
Coleman County Maintenance Office and
Chad Hooten of Waco's Hill County Main-
tenance Office, were both surprised and
honored when asked to ride as coaches with
Johnson and Laney, respectively.

Laney didn't need much instruction,
Rankin said. Johnson did well until the ser-
pentine, according to Hooten.

Laney's score was higher this year than in
a 1997 challenge in which former commis-
sion member Anne Wynne conceded defeat.

"Scoring is a flexible concept," Laney said,
"when you're chairman."

All commission members may want to

gear up for the 2000 competition.
"I've got Chairman Laney in my sights

for next year's rematch," Johnson said. *
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Census information
critical to TxDOT's
planning process
By Marlene Bradley
Office of Civil Rights

In the spring of 2000, the federal govern-
ment will attempt to count every man,
woman and child living in the United States.
Five out of six of the nation's housing units
will receive a copy of the short form, which
asks basic information, such as the name,
occupation, age, sex and race of the persons
in the household.

The residents at one in six addresses will
receive the census long form, which asks 52
questions about the residents' demographic
characteristics, the housing they live in, how
they go to and from work and the languages
they speak at home. The information gath-
ered from the long form is important in
painting a statistical picture of the trends that
affect the nation.

The resulting census figures will affect
many important aspects of life, from the
number of representatives each state sends to
Congress to the amount of money that states
and counties receive to build hospitals,
schools, and senior centers. Information
about income, housing and poverty rates is a
tool that enables federal, state and local gov-
ernment agencies to put tax dollars to the
best use.

The information respondents provide is
confidential. The law prohibits the Census
%'xeax from shari.x information about
individuals with any person or organization,
including the Internal Revenue Service, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services and the
Immigration and Naturalization Service.
Not even the President of the United States
can look at individual responses.

All Census Bureau employees must take
an oath not to divulge respondents' data, vio-
lation of which can result in a $5,000 fine
and up to five years in jail.

How will TxDOT be affected by the new
census? These statistics can assist the depart-
ment in making decisions on where to build
new roads and support the overall develop-
ment of transportation plans.

Also, TxDOT's Affirmative Action Plan
compares the agency's work force with the
Civilian Labor Force of Texas with requisite
skills. Each ofTxDOT's job titles is
matched to a census occupation code, which
is then used for the comparison. If the analy-
sis determines that TxDOT is underused in
employing minorities and/or women in cer-
tain jobs, goals will be established to remedy
any deficiencies. Both the Texas Commis-
sion on Human Rights and the Federal
Highway Administration require that
TxDOT prepare an Affirmative Action Plan
annually.

Census 2000 is an enormous undertaking,
in part because only about 65 percent of the
population voluntarily return the census
forms by mail. The others must be collected
personally, mostly by census workers going
door to door.

For more information, visit the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau's Web site at www.census.gov. *

Marlene Bradley is the diversity program
manager for the Office of Civil Rights.

Sharon Bowden, left, Mand her son Sean, right, attended Angelo State University togeth-
er, at least once attending the same class. Sharon graduated summa cum laude from
the university last August.

San Angelo employee reaches

educational goal after 16 years
By Patsy RainwateeMaddux
San Angelo District

When Sharon Bowden decided to earn
her college degree through TxDOT's Edu-
cation Assistance Program 16 years ago,
she set a high goal for herself - to gradu-
ate summa cum laude.

Last summer the VTR Regional Office
assistant manager from the San Angelo
District reached her goal, graduating from
Angelo State University with a 4.0 grade
point average in psychology.

As she waited with four other summa
cum laude graduates, one of them
remarked, "My mom is so proud of me."

"Mine, too!" said Bowman, a 26-year
veteran of TxDOT.

But the road to attaining this milestone
was filled with detours, including a break
between 1991 and 1996. When Bowden
enrolled at ASU in 1983, she had accumu-
lated enough vacation time in her 10-year
tenure with TxDOT to begin juggling her
work schedule with classes and the duties
as "soccer mom" for her then 7-year-old
son, Sean.

With the help of her professors and the
support of her son and husband, Bowden
was able to accomplish her objective, a per-
fect grade point average.

The goal was important to her, Bowden
said.

"My philosophy of life is that if you are
going to do something, do it the best you
can," she said.

Because of her delay, Bowden and Sean
did end up in the same class one semester.
Sean chose to sit by his mother when they
arrived at the first day of class. When stu-
dents introduced themselves to their class-
mates, Sean stated his name and communi-
cations as his major.

Next, it was his mother's turn to intro-

duce herself. "I'm Sean's mom," Bowden
said. The professor described the introduc-
tion as a first in his class.

From this first day of class, Bowden
enjoyed competing for the higher grade. "I
always beat him," Bowden said, although
her son did graduate cum laude one-year
before she did.

Bowden praises the TxDOT program
that allowed her to earn her degree to other
employees.

"In my opinion this is one of the most
wonderful benefits that TxDOT offers to
employees," Bowden said. "I would strongly
encourage all eligible employees to take
advantage of receiving an 'almost free' edu-
cation."

TxDOT paid for Bowden's tuition and
required books at a cost of about $9,000
during her 20 semesters at ASU. Bowden
paid for parking and supplies.

"I don't think that any price can be
placed on TxDOT's educational policy,"
she said. "What I learned and how much I
have gained both personally and profes-
sionally provided me an opportunity to
learn, to achieve, to succeed, to grow, and
to excel in all areas of my life."

Since graduation, Bowden is enjoying
the luxury of having time to read and
watch movies. For two semesters Bowden
attended class Monday through Friday,
attending both daytime and evening classes
to juggle 10 hours of courses into her work
schedule.

For this 26-year TxDOT veteran, the
last year of this century will allow her a
year to take a break to evaluate her new
goals in life. Although she could retire in
two years from TxDOT, Bowden may take
advantage of the Education Assistance Pro-
gram once again by enrolling in graduate
school, she said. *
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Retirees take break to enjoy work

If you need a communication technology
consultant, Columbus Stutes from the San
Antonio District can help. The 42-year

veteran can also be found working around
his home and helps with church activities.
Stutes retired in 1998.

Guadalupe Ramirez is staying busy since
retiring from the El Paso District in 1997. In
addition to taking care of his parents, he dri-
ves a senior citizen van and helps out with
his grandchildren. Guadalupe had 31 years

of service.
Hunting,

fishing and rais-
ing a few cattle
are Hector
Galindo's secret
to an active
retirement.

Hector
worked for 20
years in the
Pharr District,
leaving in 1993.

Helen Havelka Restoring a
Ford tractor is

The Good Life among Kenneth

retirement activ-
ities. Kenneth, who worked in the Childress
District for 38 years, finds time to fish, gar-
den and work on wood crafts. He retired in
1992.

"More time -less money" sent James
Stone back to work. The Amarillo District
retiree'joins other department retirees for

mini reunions. James left the department in
1993 after 28 years.

Jack Gerling sent a note about another trio
of retirees who met this past summer in
New Mexico for a little R&R away from the
hot Texas sun. Jack worked in the old Mate-
rials and Test Division and the traffic section
of the Maintenance Operations Division. He
got together with James "Harold" Beasley
from the traffic section and Hilton Hagan
from the Travel and Information Division.

Jack retired in 1990 after a 35-year career.
Harold and Hilton left the department in
1985 and 1993, respectively. When Jack is
not traveling, he enjoys home projects,
square dancing, hunting, fishing, birding and
time with the family.

Jose Canales has traveled throughout the
country, including New Orleans, Las Vegas
and New York City. Jose, who retired from
the Pharr District in 1990, can also be found
working in the garden and visiting children
and grandchildren. He had more than 38
years with the department.

I heard from a couple of El Paso's 1976
retirees. Charles Jones wrote that he has very
few activities. Fred Edwards, who lives in
Georgia, is working in the yard and painting
the house. Charles and Fred retired with 25
and 24 years, respectively.

Melba Speir from the Childress District has
been cruising around. The 1993 retiree
enjoys spending time with family members.
Melba had more than 27 years of service.

Traveling and visiting grandchildren is
also where you will find Billy Johnson from
the Brownwood District. It was difficult for
Billy to walk away from the roadway busi-

ness after a 30-year career, so he serves as a
roadway consultant for the county and city.

He retired in 1995.
Working part-time at his church keeps

Evaristo Garcia on the go. The Pharr District
retiree also enjoys fishing and visiting with
his grandchildren. Evaristo completed a 29-
year career in 1990.

William Sobities also spends some of his
time with church activities. In addition, he
works with wood, helps his wife of 50 years
with her oil painting and puts in time on the
computer. The 21-year veteran retired from
the El Paso District in 1988.

Traveling somewhere in Mexico is
Rumaldo Rodriquez. He retired from the
Pharr District in 1989 after 26 years.

Received cards from two 1993 retirees,
Elbert Sterling and Victor Mendoza. Elbert
worked in the Lubbock District for 35 years.
Victor completed a 29-year career in the El
Paso District.

Beginning next month, this column will
have a new author. I am now an assistant to
Mike Behrens, TxDOT's assistant executive
director for engineering operations.

During the past 18 months, I have had
the distinct pleasure of sharing with our
readers the "Good Life" of our department
retirees. I thank all former employees who
have dropped me a line and allowed me to
become a part of your family. Without you,
there would be no column, so please keep
those cards and letters coming.

Best wishes!*

Please addressyour Good Life cards to Lisa
Trow, Public Information Office, TxDOT,'125
E. 11th St., Austin, Texas 78701.

ATTACK OF THE KILLER BEES

Victoria Area Office employee braves swarm to save contractor from attack

By Pearile Bushong
Yoakum District

OT employees are trained to han-
dle heart attacks, fires, and other
emergencies encountered while work-

ing on the road, but Victoria Area Office
employee Gordon Whittier has never had
any training in dealing with Africanized
bees, more familiarly known as killer bees.

When he and an employee of Acme
Bridge Company drove up to a construction
site on U.S. 77 at Coleto Creek, they saw

Faustino Perez Sr., an employee of Hunter
Industries, Inc., lying on the ground with a
black cloud surrounding him.

At first they thought a vehicle had hit
him. When they got out of their pickup to
help him, they discovered the black cloud
was a swarm of bees.

Perez had been operating a D-8 dozer
while clearing brush and trees off the right
of way. When he began pushing over a large
tree, the bees attacked him.

Since the dozer did not have a cab to pro-

tect him from the bees, Perez jumped off the
dozer and ran toward his car, which was

about 450 feet away.
He was within 50 to 75 feet of the vehicle

when Whittier arrived and spotted him on
the ground.

When Whittier tried to approach Perez
to help him, the bees turned on him. He
jumped back into his pickup and searched
for a way to help Perez.

Spotting a fire extinguisher, he grabbed it
and approached the bees once more. When
he shot a stream of chemicals at the bees,
they backed off a moment and then attacked
again.

By that time other people had arrived on
the scene and another man grabbed his fire
extinguisher to help Whittier.

"I told the men we would keep the bees
off of Perez by spraying the fire extinguish-
ers, and they could get him and put him in
the pickup," Whittier said. "I covered Perez
with the spray to help protect him from any
more stings and then aimed the spray at the
cloud of bees hovering over him. The other
men ran to Perez and carried him to the
truck."

Perez was rushed to the hospital where it

took over two hours to extract all of the
stingers from his body. Just as the hospital
personnel were finishing up, Perez suffered a
heart attack.

Perez is now at home recovering and is
expected to return to work soon.

The president of Hunter Industries, Inc.
wrote a letter thanking Whittier for his aid

and assistance in rescuing his employee.
"Your actions averted a tragedy and saved

him from greater injury or possible
death,"President John R. Weisman said.

"I feel confident that I could administer
CPR if necessary or fight a fire if I had to,"
Whittier said, "but I had no idea what to do
with these bees. The fire extinguisher was

the only weapon handy, and I hoped it
would work. I had to do something to
help him."

Whittier was stung three or four times

while helping in the rescue. *
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TxDOT Roundup
Highway dedicated to memory
of soldier missing in Vietnam

YOAKUM - A farm-to-market road in
the Yoakum District now bears the name of
a U.S. Army soldier who has been missing in
Vietnam since 1967.

Officials dedicated Farm-to-Market Road
457 in memory of Sgt. Joe Parks Jr. Memor-
ial Highway during a ceremony on Sept. 19.

Among the guests gathered for the dedi-
cation, sponsored by Matagorda County's
Veterans of Foreign Wars, were Parks' wife,
daughter and sister. Parks was a native of the
area.

A career soldier with more than 20 years
of service at the time he was sent to Viet-
nam, Parks was reported missing in action
after a skirmish with the enemy in 1967.
Later reports indicated he had been taken a
prisoner of war and was transferred to sever-
al different POW camps before disappear-
ing. Federal officials have made several
unsuccessful attempts to locate him.

State Rep. Tom Uher, D-Bay City, who
was responsible for the bill passing in the
last legislative session to name Farm-to-
market 457 in honor of Parks, presented
replica signs to Parks' widow and daughter
as the highway sign for the Sgt. Joe Parks Jr.
Memorial Highway was uncovered by two
members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

- Pearlie Bushong, YKM

Laredo District groundbreaking
marks toll road construction

LA1RE O- Constuc on has b"en
here on the state's first privately owned toll
road.

Representatives from the public and pri-
vate sectors, including the Office of the
Governor, the Texas Railroad Commission,
and TxDOT, were in Laredo on Oct. 18 for
the official groundbreaking ceremony of the
$90 million Camino Colombia Toll Road.

Though not involved in Camino Colom-
bia's construction, TxDOT Laredo District
will oversee the road's interchanges with
public highways.

The 21-mile roadway will link the
Colombia-Solidarity Bridge with Interstate
35, allowing traffic to bypass the inner city.

"The toll road provides a very good alter-
native," said Al Luedecke, director of the
Transportation Planning and Programming
Division.

TxDOT officials are pleased to see con-
struction of another road to help ease traffic
congestion closer to downtown Laredo, he
added.

"Additionally, a privately funded and
maintained toll road takes some pressure off
the state to build new roads," said Michael
Behrens, assistant executive director for
engineering operations.

Rates have yet to be set, but it is estimat-
ed tolls will be about $3 for passenger cars
and approximately $16 for five-axle com-
mercial vehicles.California-based Granite
Construction Company began clearing the
path for the toll road in April. It is sched-
uled to open in October 2000.

- Marco Alvarado, LRD

Ravel Division hotline offers
information on fall foliage

AUSTIN - Fall travelers can call a Trav-
el Division's hotline to find out where the
best locations are for viewing colorful

autumn foliage.
TxDOT annual hotline will run through

mid-November with weekly updates on the
state's fall foliage from TxDOT's 25 district
offices, state parks and tourism associations.
The hotline number is (800) 452-9292.

Fall leaves are especially colorful in the
Panhandle and western areas of the state.
Travelers along Farm-to-market 2266 in
Hemphill County will see a variety of trees,
such as sumacs, cottonwoods and Virginia
creepers showing some fall color. Fall color
is nearing its peak in parts of the
Guadalupe Mountains National Park.

Travelers can enjoy a picturesque drive as
shades of red, gold, purple, and orange are in
view along drives to Globe, Forest Chapel
and Pat Mayse Lake in Lamar County.

As more cold fronts make their way to
Texas, other parts of the state will begin
reporting fall colors.

Last year, TxDOT's travel counselors
reported approximately 500 calls for fall
foliage information.

To obtain information on the fall colors,
TxDOT's fall foliage hotline will operate
seven days a week from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m.
Spanish-speaking travel counselors are also
available.

- Gabriela Garcia, PIO

ENV boosts participation with
programs for Ozone Action Days

AUSTIN - The Environmental Divi-
sion's Communications Section launched
several programs last summer to educate
TxDOT employees about the dangers of
ground-level ozone during the fifth annual
Ozone Action Day notification program.

Now encompassing most of the larger
urban areas in Texas, Ozone Action Days are
forecast when conditions are favorable for
unhealthy accumulations of ground-level
ozone pollution. Typically, hot, still days are
the ones most likely to trigger the warnings,
issued by the Texas Natural Resource Con-
servation Commission.

Participating districts, divisions and
offices each selected an internal campaign
coordinator. Coordinators were then allowed
to develop a program that best fit the needs
of their co-workers.

ENV developed a poster listing "10 ways
you can curb ground-level ozone" and a
sports water bottle bearing a similar mes-
sage. The water bottles were distributed
throughout the summer to employees who
did their part on Ozone Action Days.

"I had our division employees who usually
do their part write their names on a slip of
paper and put them in a box. Each Ozone
Action Day, I drew a name or two and
awarded a sports bottle to each person
selected," said Design Division coordinator
Geneva Bass.

"We decided to have a similar campaign
to what we did last year - asking employees
to fill out a pledge sheet," said Austin Dis-
trict coordinator Jenny Peterman.

Employees whose pledges were chosen in
a district drawing won awards.

"We also had some other fun contests,"
she said. "We awarded a soft-sided cooler,
ideal for bringing a lunch to work on Ozone
Action Days, to the person who correctly
forecast the year's first Ozone Action Day
and we will award a prize to the person who
correctly guesses the total number of Ozone
Action Days this season."

Participating in this year's campaign were
the following: Austin, Corpus Christi, Dal-
las, El Paso, Fort Worth, Houston, San
Antonio and Tyler districts; Construction,
Design, Environmental Affairs, General Ser-
vices, Motor Carrier, Motor Vehicle, Occu-
pational Safety, Right of Way, Transporta-
tion Planning and Programming, Travel and
Vehicle Titles and Registration divisions;
and Administration.

-Jim Dobbins, ENV

Amarillo District crew handles
unusually messy highway spill

AMARILLO - TxDOT maintenance
crew members are accustomed to cleaning
up some messy spills. But not this messy.

"I have never seen or smelled anything so
disgusting," said Joe Don Prather, TxDOT
Maintenance Supervisor for Potter County,
who was called to the unusual spill at the
intersection of U.S. 60 and Farm-to-market
1912 in the Amarillo District last Septem-
ber.

A Perryton truck driver was hauling a
load of dead pigs, so rotten the rendering
plant wouldn't even take them for use in dog
food, to a landfill south of Amarillo when he
stopped for a traffic signal at the intersec-
tion. After he stopped, the pigs spilled from
the bed of his truck and onto the highway.

"Several cars drove through the dead pigs
before the Department of Public Safety
arrived to flag traffic," Prather said. "The
odor was...ugh! I can't even describe it."

The Department of Public Safety and the
local sherriff's department helped TxDOT
direct traffic for almost four hours until the
trucking company could get a contractor to
clean up the carcasses. Some of the carcasses
weighed as much as 800 pounds.

Removing them didn't completely clean
up the site, however.

"After the contractor removed the car-
casses, we had to apply bottom ash to the
pavement because it was so slippery," Prather
said.

"I have seen a lot of spills but none like
that one - with the odor of that one," he
said. "I don't think many of us have eaten
pork since then."

- Tonya Detten, AMA

Three drivers tie for first place
at 1999 CRP truck roadeo finals

CORPUS CHRISTI -The district's
1999 Truck Roadeo finals came down to a
tie for first place with 16 drivers participat-
ing.

After comparing actual measurements,
first place winner Juan Valenzuela of the
Refugio Maintenance Office and runner-up
Luis "Roy" Esquivel of Kingsville Mainte-
nance Office were named to carry district
honors to the statewide competition in
Austin.

Alternate is Mark Dennis of Port Aransas

Ferry Operations.
- Becky Kureska, CRP
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Service Awards
Abilene District Mark L. Hams
25 years John B. McCIeIl
Raymond C. Molina Thomas D. Par
20 years 10 years
Ira W. Marsh Sr. Betty B. Adams
15 years Jeffery W. Mass
James R. Carlin Terry A. Paholel
10 yearsC
Debra K. Rector C0rpxs Christ
Kevin W. Wright 30 years
5 years Leonardo Villa
Theresa M. Fritz 20 years
Michael B. Kenyon Juan L. Flores

5 years
Amarillo District Alicia Trevino
25 years
Lou C. Bollman Dallas Distric
20 years 30 years
Terry L. Davis James T. Rollin
Debby T. Skinner 25 years
15 years John C. Hunter
Wesley A. McDougal Connie M. Jone
Ronald L. Preston William W. Pear
10 years 20 years
Susan R. Brown William R. Gooc

Paul E. Laird
Atlanta District Benny G. Sevie
25 years 15 years
Margarette H. Strawn Jonathan Cox
15 years Scott P Hudson
Michael C. Anderson Anthony N. Oka
Norris E. Cross Jason C. Week
Antonio P Garcia 5 years
10 years David W. Harlin
Darrell D. Grubbs Keith E. Long

Holly L. Meek
Austin District Fort Worth DI
25 years F0ryew h
Sammy J. Harris 30 years
Robert L. Stuard Donnie D. Bonh
15 years 20 years
Brian D. Burk Joe D. Fossett
Kenneth L. McMillan Marcus N. McE
10 years Russ K. Stateh
Robert E. Harwood 15 years
5 years Steven W. Bake
James A. Evans James E. Wallin
Timothy J. McDonald 10 years
Clifford L. Pellar Allen R. Boone
Will 0. Weidenfeller Karen L Hicks
Clinton D. Wilhite Ramiro Vara

Jerry A. William
Beaumont District
30 years Houston DIstI

Robert L. Conner 35 years
Troge C. Ginges .ames E.Wi\\a
15 years 30 years
Roy E. Foyd Andrew F. Hous
Jean E. Smith 25 years
Joanne S. Stokes Lankford Bollinj
10 years Joseph C. Sze
Willie Celestine Sr. 20 years
5 years Roy G. Pippin
Rickey Guillory Emma L. Randl
Benjamin 0. Springs Mary Ann S. Ry
MichaelT. Tywater 15years

Vince G. Cannot
Brwnwd District Robert T. Corbir
15 years Joseph A. Durs
Walter B. leaves Claude P Henry

e B. Diane E. Linder
5 years 5 years
Celeste M. Simmons Wendy G. Chap
Childress District Beadette Lit
20 years James L. Steph
Belinda J. Smith William A. Thonp
James R. Thomas
15 years Lubbock Disti
Lowell W. Proctor 25 years
5 years John A. Hernan
Jimmy L. Bridges Tomas Reyna

20 years
Bryan District Kenneth D. Hey
15 years Felix Lopez
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Anita W. Patterson
15 years
Charles E. Henry
Jerry S. Morphis
10 years
Robert W. Lindley
5 years
Weldon L. Baker
Raul 0. Cristan

Laredo District
20 years
Alfredo Ramirez
15 years
Oscar Sierra Jr.
5 years
Ramiro Gonzalez
Juan J. Martinez
Enrique A. Romero
Gregorio Soto

Lufldn District
15 years
Neal T. Clifton
10 years
Terry L. Cowen

Odessa District
40 years
Merle G. Miller
20 years
Manuel V. Gonzales Jr.
Robert R. Martinez Jr.
15 years
Shirley G. Clay
Miguel L. Erives
Jesus M. MacHuca
10 years
Donald S. McNatt
Kelli M. Revennaugh
5 years
William L. Hartwig

Paris District
35 years
Thomas L. Irvin
10 years
Gary D. Rater

Pharr District
35 years
Ramiro G. Hemandez
25 years
Mary P Bolado
20 years
Roel Mendoza
Leonel Salinas
15 years
Jose M. Hinojosa
5 years
Isabel Y. Avelar
Epigmenio Gonzalez
Cecilia H. Ramos

San Angelo District
20 years
Ricardo Martinez
15 years
David G. Jackson
5 years
James E. Hankamer
Michael C. Lara
Wesley B. Tinney

San Antonio District
35 years
Lee R. Ballard
Clarence A. Czaplinski
Vemon L. Jordan
30 years

ard Jr.
Victor Costilla
John L. McCormick

25 years
Curtis A. Rabenaldt
20 years
Juan L. Martinez
Dale R. Stein Jr.
Jesse A. Torres
15 years
Gary L. Brown
Brian G. Fariello
Mark A. Narendor
Simon Ramirez Jr.
Leonid Vishnevetsky
10 years
Jennifer F. Goodall
Danny D. Perkins
5 years
George L. Gallegos
Anna M. Sanchez

Tyler District
15 years
Debra J. Heddins
Randy C. Hopmann
Edith H. Sipes
10 years
Kyle W. Collins
Hardie L. Ervin
5 years
Susan P Bates
Brandy D. Craft

Waco District
10 years
John W. Cook

Wichita Falls District
35 years
Jackie D. Barnes
30 years
Garry Rhodes
20 years
Jerry L. Varelman
15 years
Clinton D. Neth
James E. Watterson
5 years
Sharon R. Brown
Paula J. Gordon

Yoakum District
35 years
Joe W. Heins
30 years
Jeannie M. Hermes

20 years
Reynaldo E. Cavazos
15 years
Ronald W. Chernosky
Sherry L. Hutchinson
Rodney A. Leopold
Emma C. Raska
Richard A. Steffek
5 years
Fidel Bemal Jr.

Aviation Division
10 years
Susan Page

Construction Division
30 years
Leon Goss
20 years
Robert R. Smith
5 years
Amy K. Camp
James R. Parrish

Design Division
10 years
Mark A. Bewley
5 years
Yogin P Rawal

General Services Division
25 years
Rudy R. Garcia
10 years
Geraldine C. Bartel
5 years
Paul S. Ais
Brett W. Barrett
Stefanie L. Dougherty

Human Resources Division
25 years
Diana L. Isabel
15 years
Jean L. Peterman
10 years
Mary S. Abright
5 years
Lisa E. Carlson
Gloria Jemmott

Information Systems Division
15 years
Julie H. Dillard
10 years
Mitch B. Roberts
5 years
Cynthia M. Overton

Maintenance Division
15 years
Paul G. Campbell

Occupational Safety Division
5 years
Janice M. Johnson-Simcox

Public Information Office
15 years
Randall D. Dillard

Motor Carrier Division
25 years
Rosario L. Villarreal
15 years
Kent D. Lane
10 years
Guadalupe M. Gonzalez
5 years
Kristy J. Schultz

15 years
Dorothy S. Mayfield
5 years
Darren V. McDaniel

Transportation Planning &
Progranuning Division
20 years
Peter M. Carrizales
10 years
Jess D. Cook

Travel Division
25 years
Milton D. Meharg
10 years
Rosa M. McClintock
5 years
Marisol G. Clausen
Sandra Torres

Vehicle Titles & Registration
Division
20 years
Raul D. Garza Jr.
Gloria B. Guerrero
5 years
Teresa L. Scott-Tibbs
Adam Vasquez

From the archives
(REPORT)
Texas Highway Department
September 1, 1948
To His Excellency, the Honorable Beauford

Jester, Governor of the State of Texas

On account of the impassible condition of a
road - a life was lost - a child's education
interrupted - an illness prolonged - and valu-
able and precious food spoiled or fed to ani-
mals. Within this brief statement lies untold
thousands of hardships and economic losses
beyond estimation. Fundamentally, it is the
story of thousands of miles of Texas' rural
roads.

The improvement of farm-to-market roads is
not a new problem, and the need for all-weath-

er travel on these roads is not a sudden devel-
opment. The problem originated when the first
trail was blazed for oxen-drawn vehicles. The
need has been evident to farsighted planners
for many years; ... acuteness of the need has
been in direct proportion to the mechanization
of the agricultural, livestock and other indus-
tries. The first primary highway was developed
principally because of its farm-to-market value,
and the improvement of each succeeding pri-
mary highway has also had a definite farm to
market value. It was because of this dual ser-
vice that primary highways in Texas were first in
order of improvement and first priority for avail-
able funds.

Prior to 1941, the counties were responsible
for the improvement and maintenance of the

entire mileage of local roads...A large majority
of the counties, however, were unable to under-
take a substantial program of of improving
farm-to-market roads without engineering and
financial assistance....Consequently, improve-
ments of the Depression period rapidly deterio-
rated....(T)he large mileage of unimproved
roads encouraged a 'thin spread' of available
funds....This was the general situation in 1941
when the Texas Highway Commission designat-
ed its first State farm to market system...By
September 1, 1948, the Texas Highway Depart-
ment had constructed or placed under con-
struction a total of 6,418 miles of farm-to-mar-
ket roads. Of this mileage, about 4. 667 miles
have been completed or placed under construc-
tion since V-J Day.
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CASAS
Continued from Page 3

"I explained why my steaks tasted so
much better than when you buy them
at the grocery store," he said. "My
steaks were butchered and grilled and
served fresh, never going into a freez-
er.

After the story aired, Casas almost
ran out of cattle to butcher as he was
overwhelmed by customers from
throughout the television viewing area.
"I saw people I had known but not
seen for years," he said.

Although he did well in this line of
work, Casas sold the butcher shop. "I
kind of miss it," he said wistfully, but
what with my kids (son A.J. and
daughter C.K.-stands for Abel Jere-
miah and Colleen Kelly) both playing
baseball and rodeoing, I don't have a lot
of time."

There's simply no such thing as a
stranger to Casas. Here's a guy who
liked to attend boxing matches. The
next thing you know, he's in the ring
with the Ayala brothers (San Antonio
boxing dynasty), sparring with them on
a regular basis.

Another seemingly unbelievable tale
is his acquaintance with country west-
ern singer Johnny Rodriguez. "I met
him at one of my charity auctions; he
was performing that night," Casas said.
"We discovered we used to date the
same gal. We had a long conversation
trying to catch up on her now."

And as for George Strait. "Oh, I
knew him before he was famous,"
Casas said modestly. "We used to rope
together when he worked at a feed lot.
We still see each other and keep in
touch."

His coworkers good-naturedly joke
about Casas' fame-or infamy.

Fellow design tech Andy Mackin
felt pretty sure Casas knew everyone in
the county. "If you're going to lunch
with him," Mackin told me, "you'd bet-
ter take an extra hour just so he can get
through the restaurant. He'll have to
stop and talk to everyone at each
table."

Design Specialist Darrell Chambers
warned me, "Whatever Abel told you,
don't believe it. He probably watered
down all the stories."

"Abel's fun," said Richard Salas,
another design tech. "He makes it
interesting for us, whether it's in the
office or out in the field."

Casas takes it all in stride. After all,
he told me, he's just a man who starts
his typical day at 4:45 a.m. (he does his
laundry before he comes to work),
labors a full eight hours for TxDOT,
stops on his way home to do some
landscaping work for a lady, rides hors-
es until dark, has supper and tries to be
in bed by 11 p.m.

"This is my life," he said simply.
"Work - and more work. I've never
been an idler. Some people call me a
workaholic, but everyone knows I'm a
working man. I'm proud I can be
that."

And I'm just proud to know you,
Abel. *

Letters
I am writing to express my gratitude for the

assistance received from Bob Feister, Tim
Roswell and Paul Norman.

I was traveling from our family reunion in
Winters back home to Arlington with my wife
and four grandchildren. We were headed to
the mall area for lunch when a tire on our
Suburban blew out just as we entered the sec-
tion of the highway that was narrowed to one
lane. Traffic was heavy. I had to drive on the
ragged tire and rim to a place where I could
get off the road. We were quite stressed by the
situation, to say the least.

As I pulled over to the shoulder, I noticed a
vehicle behind me with emergency lights
flashing. It as a most reassuring sight! Feister
introduced himself and offered his assistance.
He drove me to the local tire store and a
mechanic was sent out with a new tire. Feister
and his crew went back to my truck and wait-
ed with my family until the Firestone folks
made my truck travel-ready. We were so grate-
ful for that added safety and security.

I appreciate so much Feister's professional
manner, his kindness and his expression of real
concern for my family's safety. In the future,
instead of being aggravated when I encounter
construction on our highways, I will remember
Bob and his crew and be grateful with the
knowledge that people of his caliber are
employed by your organization.

Ron Heathcott
Senior Account Manager
Moore Business Communication Services
Arlington

Bob Fesiter and Tim Roswell are engineer tech-
nicians and Paul Norman was a summer employee
in the Abilene Area Oice.

My wife and I were returning from vacation
last July when we had a flat tire about 15 miles
west of Junction on Interstate 10. The car is
new, and I was having a lot of trouble with the
jack when a vehicle pulled up behind us.

Glen Bates of TxDOT's traffic analysis sec-
tion offered his assistance and the use of his
equipment. He changed the tire with his jack,
saving my temper, if not my life. I am terribly
grateful.

Bates had no idea that I was a former
employee and was acting as he would with any
citizen in trouble. It is extremely gratifying to
know that the spirit and the traditions of the

department survive. Please extend my regards
and special thanks to an extraordinary example
of what our organization is about.

A.O. (Fred) Hilgers
San Antonio

Glen E. Bates works as an engineering techni-

cian in the Transportation Planning and Program-
ming Division in Austin.''''''''''

I just want to thank the very kind entle-
men who helped me and my family uesday
morning June 29 when our van got hot and
would not start. They came to our rescue by
directing traffic around us and getting water
for our van. When the van still wouldn't start,
they helped by getting the van off the road and
by taking my daughter to a phone where she
could call for help. Thank you to each and
everyone that was there to lend a helping
hand. Thank you and may God bless each and
everyone.

CarolynJordan
Paris

The employees who helped this stranded motorist
were Kelly Titsworth, Kent Hall, Jerry Hale and
John Nickles. They work as maintenance technicians
out of the Bonham Maintenance Office of the Paris
District.

''''''''''

My mom, dad and I were traveling to El
Paso for the Permian Panthers football game
recently. When we got about two miles east of
Pecos, we hit a huge piece of pipe that had
come off of a mower, and it gave us a flat tire.

While waiting for roadside assistance to
send someone to change the tire for us,
Guadalupe Rede from the Texas Department of
Transportation's Pecos Maintenance Section
office stopped to change the tire for us. He
was very knowledgeable in what he was doing,
and he wouldn't take any pay for his assistance.

Lee Ann Miller
Odessa
Guadalupe Rede is a maintenance supervisor of

the maintenance offce in the Odessa District.
.. '''''''.

Public Information Office Director Eloise
Lundgren received the following:

On Aug. 31,I retired from my job of 29 Y
years with 3M. For the last 13 years it was my
pleasure to work with the TxDOT family.
During this time I have met and worked with
hundreds of this proud and professional family
from the administration in Austin to the
maintenance sections all over our great state.
Many are still on the job, and many have
retired during this time.

As much as I want to, it would be impossi-
ble for me to contact each one individually
(without missing some) to say a deep and
heartfelt "thank you" for your professionalism,
help and kindness over the years. The citizens

of Texas are not aware of what a dedicated
group of professionals you are.

If it is proper and possible, I would appreci-
ate you publishing this letter to let all these
people know how much my association with
them has meant to me over the years. I will
miss the relationships that I have had with all
of you, but I intend to keep abreast of what
you are doing through this publication.

Once again, thank you.
Larry Roberts

I wish to thank Bill Moorhouse for his
assistance in straightening out a misunder-
standing I was involved in. I did receive the
most important information I needed. I wish
all government employees were as helpful and

courteous as you are.
Curtis E. Teague
DeSoto
Bill Moorhouse works as a transportation inves-

tigator in the Compliance and Enforcement Branch

of the Motor Carrier Division in Austin.''''''''''
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Retirements
May
Houston District
William T. Wycoff, Engineer

V, 29 years

September
Atlanta District
John E. Davis,

Transportation
Maintenance Technician
II, 18 years

Dallas District
James F. Loper, Deputy

District Engineer, 40
years

Waco District
Leslie G. Biermann,

Engineering Technician
I, 31 years

Clarence D. Deskin,
Engineering Technician
I, 14 years

Wilburn M. Koehler, Motor
Vehicle Technician Ill,
18 years

Reyes G. Torres,
Engineering Technician
III, 31 years

Billy J. Truelove,
Maintenance Supervisor
III, 29 years

Wichita Falls District
Shirley W. Cary, Office

Technician IV, 29 years

October
Austin District
David F. Cortez, Engineering

Technician I, 15 years
Beaumont District
Alva D. Clark, Engineering

Technician IV, 32 years
Bryan District
James E. Liner,

Transportation
Maintenance Technician
IV, 30 years

Paul D. Slatter, Assistant
Maintenance Section
Supervisor II, 32 years

Dallas District
Brenda G. Blain, District

Right of Way
Administrator, 30 years

Keenan L. Boehme,
Engineering Specialist
II, 31 years

Patricia A. Lewis,
Administrative
Technician IV, 28 years

Fort Worth District
Barbara C. Lawrence, Office

Technician IV, 29 years
Houston District
Ronnie D. Chatham,

Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
I, 30 years

Juan M. Del Campo, Jr.,
Engineering Technician
IV, 34 years

Manuel Suarez, Jr.,
Engineering Technician
III, 26 years

Lufidn District
James T. Yarbrough,

Engineering Technician
I, 19 years

Odessa District
Louis A. Garza, Engineering

Technician III, 24 years
Waco District
Charles E. Richter,

Engineering Technician
I, 10 years

Texas Thrnpike Authority
Division
Jerlynn (Jeri) McKenzie,

Executive Assistant I,
16 years

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
Allan H. Neighbors, III,

Auditor IV, 29 years

November
Austin District
Dannie R. Crawford,
Engineering Specialist III,

34 years
Brownwood District
Wilbert L. Tynes,

Engineering Technician
I, 19 years

Corpus Christi District
Mary S. Hamblet,

Engineering Techician IV,
31 years

John W. Stringer, Planner II,
38 years

Dallas District
Shirley B. Smith,

Administrative
Technician III, 22 years

Fort Worth District
Howard R. Hill, Safety

Officer II, 29 years
Houston District
Billy J. Stasny, Engineering

Technician IV, 14 years
Lufkin District
James V. Lewis,

Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
V, 31.years

Paris District
James D. Jackson,

Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
II, 37 years

Waco District
Gaylon W. Marwitz,

Engineering Technician
III, 32 years

General Services
Division
Royce K. Moore, System

Analyst II, 15 years
Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
Linda H. Mohr, Staff

Services Officer I, 30
years

December
Abilone District
Jesse F Houghton,

Transportation
Maintenance Specialist
I, 30 years

Amarillo District
Eddie J. Bryce,

Maintenance Supervisor
III, 29 years

James F. Carter,
Administrative
Technician III, 22 years

Jimmy L. Jones, Program
Administrator III, 36
years

Austin District
Antonio L. Gonzales,

Maintenance Technician
II, 13 years

Houston District
Eddie L. Kuta, Engineering

Specialist II, 33 years
Hans C. Olavson, Director

II, 32 years
Allen R. Revia, Motor

Vehicle Technician III,
25 years

Odessa District
James T. Beckham, Jr.,

Motor Vehicle
Technician I, 30 years

Paris District
William D. Cattanach Jr.,

Program Administration
III, 31 years

Tyler District
Doris "Ann" McClanahan,

Safety Officer III, 31
years

Waco District
Billy J. Haigood, Engineering

Technician III, 25 years
Wichita Falls District
Jerry L. Varelman, Systems

Support Specialist IV,
20 years

Yoakum District
John W. Friedrich,

Engineering Technician
III, 33 years

Vehicle Title and
Registration Division
Ellen J. Thompson,

Statistician I

January
Abilene District
Benigno N. Godina,

Engineering Technician
II, 19 years

'Taffic Division
Douglas T. Lowe, Systems

Analyst IV, 5 years

In Memoriam
Abilene District
William T. Kasinger,

Maintenance Technician
III, retired in 1975, died
Sept. 21, 1999

Truman D. Moore,
Maintenance
Construction Supervisor
II, retired in 1976, died
Sept. 18, 1999

Amarillo District
Erwin H. Meyer,

Maintenance Technician
III, retired in 1981, died
Aug.t 14, 1999

Morris, Clyde W.,
Maintenance Technician
IIl, retired in 1974, died
Sept. 27, 1999

Brownwood District
Andrew A. Leifeste,

Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1975, died
July 20, 1999

Emit B. Cornelius,
Maintenance Technician
III, retired in 1970, died
Sept. 15, 1999

James R.Willen,
Maintenance.Technician
III, retired in 1995, died
Sept. 3, 1999

Childress District
Andrew J. Emmons,

Maintenance Technician

III, retired in 1976, died
Sept. 24, 1999

Frank D. Newberry,
Maintenance Technician
III, retired in 1993, died
Aug. 29, 1999

Corpus Christi District
Luis Cavazos Jr.,

Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1986, died
Aug. 25, 1999

Dallas District
Roy Pecina, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in
1987, died Aug. 23,
1999

El Paso District
Harry H. Corbett, Engineer

Ill, retired in 1971, died
Sept. 15, 1999

Fort Worth District
Robert C.Keeney,

Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1973, died
Sept. 14, 1999

Houston District
Donald M. Anderson,

Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1981, died
Sept. 2, 1999

Curtis L.Gibbs,
Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1984, died

Aug. 24, 1999

Lufkin District
Chattam E. Davis,

Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1977, died
Sept. 22, 1999

Odessa District
Elvis L. Lamb, Maintenance

Technician ill, retired in
1979, died Sept. 28,
1999

Ciriaco E.Galindo,
Maintenance Technician
III, retired in 1977, died
Aug. 11, 1999

Pharr District
Jose R.Canales, Engineer

IV, retired in 1990, died
Aug. 2, 1999

Thomas W. Hanna,
Maintenance Technician
I, retired in 1988, died
Sept. 18, 1999

San Antonio District
Ignacio Seguin,

Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1976, died
Sept. 7, 1999

Clarice W. Wood,
Maintenance
Construction Foreman
IIl, retired in 1966, died
Sept. 15, 1999

Sherman 0. Vinyard,

Maintenance Technician
IIl, retired in 1981, died
Aug. 24, 1999

Tyler District
Graham, Chester W.,

Assistant Foreman,
retired from in 1983,
died Sept. 1, 1999

Wichita Falls District
Charles A.Goforth,

Maintenance Technician
III, retired in 1977, died
July 31, 1999

Yoakum District
Tomas Becerra,

Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1987, died
Sept. 12, 1999

Harry J.Heintschel,
Maintenance Technician
III, retired in 1983,
died Oct. 7, 1999

Albert Huebel Jr.,
Maintenance Technician
III, retired in 1991, died
Nov. 2, 1999

Elmer J. Bergstrom,
Engineering Technician
V, retired in 1985, died
Oct. 12, 1999
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Calendar
DECEMBER
7-8 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
8-10 Intermediate Public Purchasing, San

Antonio, GSD
9 ATPA Board of Directors Meeting, Austin
16 Commission Meeting, Austin
24 Day before Christmas Day (holiday)

JANUARY
4-5 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
11-12 TxDOT/Railroad Workshop, Austin, TRF
11-13 Herbicide Certification Training, Lufkin,

MNT
11-14 Herbicide Certification Training, San

Antonio, MNT
17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day (holiday)
19 Confederate Heroes Day (holiday)
24-28 Two-Week TxDOT Highway Materials

Engineering Course, Austin, CST
25-27 Herbicide Certification Training, Pharr, MNT
25-28 Herbicide Certification Training, Lubbock,

MNT
27 Commission Meeting, Austin

FEBRUARY
1-3 Herbicide Certification Training, El Paso,

MNT
1-4 Herbicide Certification Training, Houston,

MNT
2-3 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
7-11 Two Week TxDOT Highway Materials

Engineering Course, Austin, CST
8-10 Herbicide Certification Training, Atlanta,

MNT
15-16 Construction Conference, Austin, CST
16-18 Herbicide Certification Training, Paris, MNT
21 Presidents' Day (holiday)
22-24 Herbicide Certification Training, Fort Worth,

MNT
22-24 Herbicide Certification Training, Yoakum,

MNT
24 Commission Meeting, El Paso

MARCH
2 Texas Independence Day (holiday)
78 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
7-9 Herbicide Certification Training, Bryan, MNT
7-9 Herbicide Certification Training, Odessa,

MNT
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