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Blame it on Dennis the Little.
The reason you, your TxDOT co-work-

ers, your countrymen and your world neigh-
bors will approach the toll of midnight 2000
with dread can be traced to a decision made
in the 6th century by Dennis the Little -
an obscure, 4 foot, 5 inch Roman math-
emetician - to base the calendar on the
birth of Christ rather than the reign of the
current Roman emperor.

Dennis guessed on the birthdate of
Christ, a guess that, more than 1,000 years
later, would make the year 2000 fall smack
dab in the middle of a thriving technological
complacency and the booming economy that
keeps it afloat. If only Dennis had guessed
100 years earlier, the Y2K Bug would not be
your problem.

You could also blame it on Allen

Greenspan. The man whose actions as Fed-
eral Reserve Board chairman have spurred
record economic growth also has admitted to
being one of the pioneering computer pro-
grammers who shortened the date codes
used in programming - so that instead of
1999, computers read 99 - a decision that
nows threatens to wreak havoc at the stroke
of the new year.

It no longer really matters who is to
blame for the Y2K problem. Halfway
through 1999, the question is: Who is pre-
pared for it?

Experts differ on what constitutes "being
prepared." State agencies making repairs to
millions of lines of computer code and thou-
sands of embedded microprocessors are in
the process or have completed testing of
remediated "mission critical" systems. But
many still have repairs to make. Even sys-
tems that pass testing procedures may not be
immune from glitches once Jan. 1, 2000

arrives.
Sharon Fitzpatrick, the Texas Depart-

ment of Transportation's Y2K coordinator,
is optimistic about this agency's readiness,
however.

Repairs at have largely been completed
and are now being tested, Fitzpatrick said.
The Department of Information Resources
made a favorable review of TxDOT's Year
2000 program, Fitzpatrick reported to the
agency's Y2K internal news group last April.

"They seem quite satisfied with our
progress. The Traffic Operations Division
was singled out for special praise. This is
another group which has put forth tremen-
dous effort into the year 2000 and beyond
successfully," Fitzpatrick said.

TxDOT made a report to the Legislature
in May, detailing the agency's progress in
repairing and testing various mission critical

U See Y2K, Page 7
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Panic
Greer Building
employees in
Austin had a bird's
eye view of the
1966 Texas Tower
shootings.
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Memories
Engineer Ralph K.
Banks watched
pilots prepare for
the skies of World
War II from his <>: >.
front porch.
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Sports
TxDOT teams from all
over the state vie for
the title at the
annual softball
tournament last
month.
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Construction letting
to reach record highKnow very few programs, projects and jobs within

our department that a person can do alone. Work-
ing together is essential to our daily operation.

Our construction letting is a good example of our
employees combining their skills and talents to accom-
plish a goal.

In July, we set a new mark for the single highest
monthly letting volume in terms of dollars with $375
million. The old mark was $351.1 million let in July
1995. In August, we will shatter the new mark again
with an estimated $554 million in construction letting.

In addition, we will top $3 billion for the fiscal year,
which is another all-time
high.

The previous high of $2
billion was let in fiscal years
1986, 1995, 1997 and 1998.

How far have we come? In
1976, we let $296 million.
We reached the $1 billion
mark for the first time in
1980, fell to $689 million in
1984 and, two years later,
topped the $2 billion mark.

We have steadily increased
our annual construction let-

Wes Heald ting since 1991 when we let
$1.2 billion.

Straight talk With additional funds
available from the Trans-

portation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21),
TxDOT employees stepped to the plate and hit a
grand slam.

There is no way for me to thank everyone individu-
ally who has been involved in setting this monumental
mark. Employees in area offices, district headquarters
and divisions all played major roles in accomplishing
this feat.

It was teamwork at its finest involving a lot of good
folks working together in design, environmental, right
of way, traffic, construction and maintenance. And I
realize there were employees from other sections and
offices who also were a part of this effort. You are all to
be commended.

What I consider even more astonishing in reaching
this letting total is that we did this without an increase
in personnel. Many employees were pushed to the
maximum, working longer hours to complete projects.
You clearly demonstrated your ability to perform under
pressure.

Yes, we had some help. An important ingredient
was our partnership with consulting engineering firms.
They have become a valuable extension of our depart-
ment.

Our early estimates project another high letting
volume in fiscal year 2000. We may not reach $3 bil-
lion, but we will be close. I am confident we will meet
our goal.With districts, divisions and offices working
together, we can accomplish almost anything. Your
perseverance and willingness to do what it takes to get
the job done right are the same traits that built and
maintains this department's reputation as one of the
best. *

Wes Heald is executive director of the Texas Department
of Transportation.

Garduno of Abilene is new
DIstrict Engineer

Lauren Garduno, formerly direc- degree
tor of operations in the Abilene Dis- Texas T
trict, has been appointed Odessa Gar(

District Engi- in 1988

neer effective the Ab.
July 1. He rev

Garduno estimat
replaces Jose as well
E. Morales, tions an
who died last ket road
March at age district
44. Gar

In the Area O
interim, Gary gained

Garduno J. Law, the design
district's direc- time, h

tor of transportation planning and in man
development, handled the district tian Ur
engineer's duties until Garduno's In 15
appointment by TxDOT Director depart
Wes Heald. earned

In his new position, Garduno will neering
oversee highway construction and in 1994
maintenance activities for an 18,000 Upo
square mile, 12 -county region, which Gardun
includes Andrews, Crane, Ector, district
Loving, Martin, Midland, Pecos, same y
Reeves, Terrell, Upton, Ward and trict ma
Winkler counties. became

As director of operations, Gar- 1997. G
duno, 35, was responsible for field district
operations in construction, mainte- approxi
nance, traffic and aviation. A n

He worked five summers in his wife
TxDOT's engineering office in ter. *
Borger, while earning a bachelor's

in Odessa
in civil engineering from
Tech University.
duno joined TxDOT full time

as an engineering assistant in
ilene District design office.
viewed plans, specifications and
es for the 13-county district,
as designed plans, specifica-
nd estimates for farm-to-mar-
ds in the Houston and Austin
s.
duno moved to the Abilene
)ffice in 1990, where he
additional experience in
and construction. During this
e also earned a master's degree
agement from Abilene Chris-
niversity.
992, he was accepted in the
ment's master's program and
a master's degree in civil engi-
from Texas A&M University

4.
n completion of his degree,
no returned to Abilene as the
construction engineer. That
ear, he was promoted to dis-
aintenance engineer and
the director of operations in

Garduno also served as the
's interim district engineer for
imately six months.
active of Borger, Garduno and
e, Ketta, have one daugh-

Atlanta District Engineer Dennis
Cooley has been transferred to the
Lufkin District as district engineer.

The transfer was effective July 19.
James Joslin, director of construction

in the Atlanta District, will serve as
interim district engineer.

Cooley, 40, replaces David Justice,
who resigned earlier this summer to
take a position in the private sector.

"I am always looking for a way to
improve TxDOT by placing the right
people in the right job at the right
time. This is one of those unique situa-
tions in which I used my option of
making a transfer to do this,"said
TxDOT Executive Director Wes
Heald of Cooley's transfer.

"Dennis is perfect for this job. He

has a strong background in mainte-
nance and knows the territory since he
is from East Texas."

Cooley holds a bachelor's degree in
civil engineering from Texas A&M
University. He began his TxDOT
career as a summer hire and took a
position as project manager in the
Mineola engineering office in 1983.
He later transferred to the district's
design section, where he served as
design team leader.

In 1987, Cooley returned to Mineo-
la as area engineer. He became area
engineer of Longview in 1992 and
director of maintenance in the Tyler
District in 1993.

A native of Liberty City, he and his
wife, Terisa, have three children. *

Transportation News is
published for employees
and retirees of the Texas
Department of
Transportation. Contents do
not necessarily reflect the
official views of TxDOT.

Published by the Public
Information Office, 125 E.
11th, Austin, TX 78701-
2483.
Circulation: 17,850
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Courtesy is his business
SAT's Sanchez is one of TxDOT's knights of the highways

Imagine driving along an elevated part of
Interstate 35 in San Antonio about 3:30
on a weekday afternoon. To your dismay,

you sense the rear tire on the passenger side
is going flat.

You're able to pull over to your right on
the narrow shoulder, but changing a tire in
rush hour traffic is almost like being in a
combat situation. And if all this isn't aggra-
vating enough, you discover, upon opening
the trunk, that although you have a good
spare and a jack, you're missing your lug

wrench. That's
the last time you
let your son bor-
row your car
when he'shome
from college on
the weekend.

You left your
cell phone in
your briefcase at
home. You could
start a small fire

with your ciga-
Eloise Lundgren rette lighter and

send smoke sig-

A Day in the Life nals, but there
might be a law

against that.
You'd walk for help, but you're not quite sure
how to get off this highway without getting
hit by a car.

Suddenly, you're saved. Yes, Virginia,

there is a Lone Ranger; in fact, there's two
of them, and they just pulled in behind you.

They're actually part of the San Antonio
District Courtesy Patrol, and they handle
situations like this 24 hours a day, seven days
a week.

Courtesy Patrol supervisor Gilbert
Sanchez, a 30-year TxDOT veteran, is one
of the remaining original 12 members and
one of three current members with 20 years
or more courtesy patrol experience.

A quiet, thoughtful man, Sanchez
explained that his number one mission is to
get the problem - whatever it is - off the
road.

"It's a very dangerous situation," he said,
"to have motorists standing around on the
freeway - not only to themselves but to
other drivers and to us. We try to use good
judgment in determining how we can best
help motorists.

"I might think the young, healthy-looking
male driver can change his own tire,"
Sanchez continued, "but on the other hand,
if I can still change it faster and get him out
of the way, then maybe that's the best deal.

"The bottom line is, the quicker the car is
moved," he concluded, "the better for every-
one.

According to Sanchez, there's not a typi-
cal type of incident, every situation is differ-
ent in some way. But courtesy patrol officers
have standard operating procedures in place
that help them determine what course of
action to take, regardless of the situation.

Most of his crew, for example, has a back-
ground in simple mechanics. "This helps the
officer determine quickly what needs to be
done," Sanchez said.

He also looks for applicants who have

coutesy Patrol ofirGilbert Sanchez hams w
for SO years. Sanchez's mission is to rescue m
tress on San Antonio's highways.

good driving skills and experience as radio
operators. They need to be self motivated
and fast thinking, too.

"Courtesy patrol officers need to be able
to assess situations quickly, know what
action to take themselves and whom to call
if it's beyond their abilities," he said. "I don't
have time to be a micromanager."

After they're hired, officers spend two
weeks with local police and emergency med-
ical (EMS) personnel. "We really don't have
to get into CPR (cardiopulmonary respira-
tion) much," Sanchez said, "because San
Antonio EMS is very responsive." Instead,
courtesy patrol officers concentrate on
changing tires, boosting batteries, filling
empty gas tanks -"Anything minor, we try
to help out," he said.

The district's 12 courtesy patrol staff
members work in six different shifts, con-
centrating on the inside of Loop 410. Dri-
ving trucks equipped with police radios,
jacks, brooms, shovels, traffic cones,
absorbent material for spills and give-away
diesel fuel and gasoline, the two-member
teams look to weary travelers like the cavalry
riding to the rescue.

"People are always glad to see us,"
Sanchez said with a smile. "They're always
courteous, if not downright jubilant. Some-
times, all a motorist needs is a lug wrench,
but if you don't have that lug wrench and
that's what you need to get moving, then
that lug wrench is a very welcome sight."

Each shift logs in about 5,000 miles per
month. Out of his six-truck fleet, Sanchez
generally has only one truck out on the road
60 percent of the time. But Thursday and

Friday afternoons will
find three courtesy patrol
trucks in action because
of the increased traffic
volume.

According to
Sanchez, going to the 24
hour-day, seven-day-a-
week schedule three years
ago increased the number
of calls to the point
where he had to narrow
down the area of respon-

As TransGuide (San
Antonio District intelli-
gent transportation sys-
tem) expands throughout
Loop 410, Sanchez
explained, so will the
courtesy patrol's coverage.

"ITS and the cour-
tesy patrol go hand in
hand," he said. "If you
have a system that finds a
problem, then you have
to respond to that prob-
lem. TransGuide helps
us a lot, and the police
really love it."

For example, San
Antonio police no longer

orked fo TkDO1 have to go through a dis-
torists in & patcher, thanks to the

wonderful world of com-

puters, Sanchez pointed
out. "One of my dreams," he humbly shared
with me, "is to have a computerized vehicle
so I would have immediate access to infor-
mation."

Sanchez's expression gets really animated
just talking about the new technology's pos-
sibilities. He's extremely interested in a navi-
gational unit he recently checked out that
not only shows directions on a screen but
also gives directions by voice.

"You can get information like the location
of the closest bank or auto shop," he said.
"You know, places stranded motorists might
really need to go."

When you add variables like rain and
snow to the mix, the courtesy patrol really
sees some hot action. And patrolling at
night is something else entirely.

"It's a whole other world," Sanchez said.
"That's where sometimes you really feel like
you're taking your life into your hands."

But the longer you stay at it, he quickly
interjected, you get to know the roads pretty
well. "As you're patrolling, you start to
remember what happened at different
spots," he said. "When you respond to a call,
you often know exactly what the geography
looks like, if there's a shoulder, how much
sight distance there is."

Although Sanchez spends much of his
time preparing monthly shift schedules,
completing performance evaluations and
making sure his staff gets required training,
he still hits the streets by himself as often as
time allows. "You can go crazy trying to
schedule shifts," he joked.

See SANCHEZ, Page 6

ansportaton News August 1999

VAMP r



4

'It was scary and upsetting'
Texas Tower shootings touched several at Highway Department
By Change Bergmann
Public Information Office

n a hot Monday morning
Iin August 1966, Lois

Turner listened to the
radio before leaving for her job at
the highway department's main
office in downtown Austin, a mile
from the University of Texas' land-
mark Texas Tower.

"I remember the announcer
saying, 'Have a good day today if
you can, even if it's a Monday,"
said Turner, then secretary in what
was then the Aid Division. "For
some reason that just stuck in my
mind...that the announcer would
say that on a day that turned out
to be so horrible for so many."

"Horrible" is how many
TxDOT employees describe the
96 minutes on Aug. 1, 1966, in
which 24-year-old engineering

student Charles J. Whitman made
his way to the observation deck of
the Texas Tower and began a
shooting spree that left 14 dead
and 32 wounded.

After the shooting started,
authorities locked down nearby
state buildings, including the high-
way department's eight-story
Greer Building on the corner of
11th Street and Congress Avenue
across the street from the state
Capitol. Officers urged employees
to stay in the building until the
sniper had been captured.

Not only were employees wor- d
ried and poorly informed about
what was occurring on campus,
they feared for the well-being of
their neighbors, friends and family on the
city streets. And for good reason, as it turned
out.

Shortly before noon, Whitman entered
the tower armed with a small arsenal, hun-
dreds of rounds of ammunition and supplies
in apparent preparation for a long siege.

Soon after entering the tower, Whitman
killed a receptionist and a visitor and then
climbed the stairs to the observation deck
280 feet above the campus, according to
LIFE magazine, Aug. 12, 1966.

Whitman, a former Marine sharpshooter,
fired multiple rounds with astounding accu-
racy, killing one officer who was observing
the action through a small opening in a
balustrade on the ground below.

After dozens of bystanders had been shot,
Austin police officers Ramiro Martinez and
Houston McCoy, assisted by University Co-
op employee Alan Crum, managed to put an
end to the shooting spree by sneaking up to
the observation deck and firing on Whitman
with a revolver and a shotgun.

Engineer Ralph K. Banks, who worked in
the Bridge Maintenance Section of the
Maintenance Operations Division in a
building southwest of the main office, met
fellow employees in the Greer Building after
the shooting who had watched a three-
member team as "they cautiously entered the

The Texas Tower at the University of Texas
at Austin was the scene of one of the
nation's bloodiest mass murders. TxDOT
employees watched evidence of the car.
nags from the locked-down Greer Building.

tower desk from the stairway and crept
around the clockworks to the far side where
the sniper was waiting," Banks said. "Then,
as (local radio reporter) Neal Spelce report-
ed, after a fusillade of final shots, all was
quiet."

Other current and former employees
remember hurrying to the eighth floor win-
dows of the Greer Building to get a glimpse
of the action.

"We had our radio on and were watching
it through a bridge survey telescope from the
top floor," said Dick Schotz, a 1992 retiree
from the Bridge Division. "The telescope
wasn't powerful enough, but we could see
puffs of smoke."

Other employees reported seeing the
puffs of smoke from Whitman's guns as they
wafted under the tower's clock. In this pre-
CNN era, employees suffered from a lack of
information about the event.

"Dealing with the known is one thing,
but it's the unknown that gets you," said
Ruth Cox, then secretary to the director of
the Accounting and Finance Division. "We
didn't know if it was an army of people or
just one person. With each radio report it

got worse."
Tommie Pinkard, retired editor of
Texas Highways magazine, was at
work on the sixth floor of the main

office when the shooting began. "All
you could really see were puffs of
smoke and an airplane flying around.
Nobody knew what was going on
until someone turned on the radio."

The plane Pinkard saw was sent
up by the Austin Police Department
in an attempt to stop the sniper.

Police sirens caught the attention
of Herb Metzger, now an 84-year-
old retiree from the Bridge Division.

"I was on the street outside the
main office, and the police yelled at
me to get out of there because some
guy was shooting from the tower. I
went back to the office and called
my wife, who also worked down-
town, and told her to tell everyone
and to stay away from the windows."

The chaos, fear and grief of the
shooting and its aftermath reminded
Dianne Northam, who worked in
the Secondary Roads Division, of
the assassination of President John
Kennedy in nearby Dallas just three
years before, she said.

KTBC, a local television station,
was located behind the main office
at the time. "The reporters that came
into our coffee shop everyday told us

what was going on," Northam said.
But while co-workers huddled by

their radios, John Pannick, who
retired from the Bridge Division in
1993, was oblivious to the carnage
occurring just several feet from him.

Pannick was in the UT Engineer-
ing and Sciences building working

on a highway department research project
when the shooting began.

"On the way to my car for lunch I was in
full view of the tower. I heard the noise of
the shooting, but it didn't connect until later
when I couldn't get back on campus."

Whitman, an architectural engineering
student, had been working on a research
project in the same building as Pannick.

The shooting startled this relatively small,
Central Texas college town, which in 1966
had an estimated population of 220,000 resi-
dents, less than half its current population.

Betty Ballard, who now works in the
Human Resources Division, was a high
school student in August 1966 and had been
walking along Guadalupe Street, known as
The Drag, earlier that day with her
boyfriend.

"Things like this just didn't happen in
Austin. It was very scary and upsetting."

Several other TxDOT employees had a
personal connection with the day's events.
Some knew the sniper, some knew the offi-
cers who stopped his shooting spree, and
others knew his victims, such as members of
the Gabour family of Austin, among the
first to die in Whitman's rampage.

The Gabours, who lost a son in the
attack, had taken visiting relatives on a

See TOWER, Next Page
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sightseeing tour of the tower that day. Two rel-
atives were injured.

"I was at Camp Hubbard in the Computer
Division when it happened. I was shocked
because the Gabours were our neighbors ...
people we knew," retiree Al Castello said.

Turner graduated from high school in 1957
with Nancy Schmidt, the wife of one of the
men Whitman killed.

"(The victim's) truck had been rerouted onto
19th Street directly in line with the tower. The
police told them to get under their cars, but
when he stuck his head out to see what was
going on, Whitman shot him in the head and
killed him instantly," Schmidt said.

The sniper also hit Orville Harrell, a friend
of Cox. "He was a funeral director who now
owns Harrell funeral homes. He was shot and
in critical condition for awhile, but the Lord
pulled him through," she said.

An employee in the Bridge Division who sat
at the desk behind Metzger had classes with
Whitman at the university.

The employee, a part-time student at UT
whose name Metzger no longer recalls, knew
the sniper very well.

According to news reports after the shoot-
ing, Whitman, who had switched from a major
in civil engineering to architectural engineering
when his performance at the university began
to founder, had a sharply divided nature - a
pleasant and helpful friend, he also reportedly
abused his wife, who, along with his mother,
was also among his victims.

Authorities said Whitman killed them the
evening before the tower shootings.

"I don't think anyone could conceive that
there would be someone so evil or twisted back
then," said Pinkard, whose toddler son was on
the university campus with his babysitter when
the shooting forced them to leave.

"Now I guess we are a little less naive then
we were back then." *

Additional graves found

at Old Winfree dig site
Process to rebury 140-year-old remains complete

"Nobody
knew what
was going

on until
somebody
turned on

the radio."

- Tommie Pinkard
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By Marc Shepherd
Beaumont District

M ay 4 was a busy
day in the little
town of Old-

Winfree on the banks of
Turtle Bayou in the Beau-
mont District.

While most people
were at work and the kids
in school, TxDOT."
employees and a few on-
lookers watched as Liberty
and Anahuac maintenance
crews began removing the
mound of dirt protecting
two recently discovered
graves along the Farm-to-
Market Road1409 right of
way.

It was June 1998 when
district employees first
uncovered the graves,
which were dug in the
1850s. They knew the
process of re-interring the r
remains in another loca-
tion would be a long legal
process. Nearly one year
later, that process is finished. But instead
of two graves, the number has grown to
five.

"We knew five members of the John
Carmen family had been buried there,"
said Paul Smith, district environmental
coordinator. "Finding the three other
graves really doesn't come as a surprise."

A team comprised of archaeologists
from Austin's Environmental Division
and a consultant cultural anthropologist
began the painstaking process of uncov-
ering the remains of the first two graves.

Working with small probes and paint-
brushes to carefully remove the dirt, they
went to work digging and prodding.

The work on the first gravesite slowly
revealed what experts believe was the
body of a middle-aged woman. While
most of the bones had deteriorated,
some, though extremely fragile,
remained.

The archaeologists would recover
teeth, four glass buttons and a wedding
ring. (Teeth survive due to the protective
enamel that resists decay.)

The second grave was relatively small.
Experts believe it was that of a 9- or 10-
year-old child.

Only the child's teeth remained. After
a century and a half of burial in the
moist clay, the rest of the child's remains
had disappeared.

Meanwhile, assuming the possibility
of at least three other graves, workers
began digging.

About five to six feet down, gray dirt
in the shape of a coffin began to appear.
A little farther down, workers exposed
the form of a six-sided coffin.

Workers would find two more graves,

lansporttlon News August 1999

Puberty and Anaunac maintenance crews
cefully uncover graves dating from the

bringing, the total number to five.
With its bone, teeth and artifacts, the

first grave was the best preserved. The
other sites revealed little more than teeth
and discolored dirt.

Archaeologists say the lack of intact
remains in damp soil, which speeds up
the decomposition process, is not unusu-
al. Most people who died during that era
were quickly buried in tight-fitted wood-
en coffins that didn't seal very well, a sit-
uation that also accelerated decomposi-
tion.

After all the sites were uncovered and
the team had investigated each grave,
archaeologists went to work removing
the remains.

Using five small caskets provided by a
local mortuary, the team slowly removed
all the remains, ensuring everything was
accounted for.

The remains will be reburied in an
adjoining cemetery, the Carmen family
burial ground.

But with all this, the work still isn't
complete. Paul Smith said he plans on
searching for more graves in the area.

"When we leave we want to walk
away knowing we did our job," he said.
"Let's do the job right and be confident
all the graves have been re-
moved." *

5

Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a story you

think other TxDOT employees would enjoy
reading? Do you know of a co-worker with an
interesting hobby? Would you like more infor-
mation about changes in TxDOT policy?

We want your story ideas. To contribute,
contact your district Public Information Officer.
He or she can pass it along to us. Or you can
contact Editor Lisa Trow by phone at 512-463-
8609 or via GroupWise at LTROW.

-
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FIRST PERSON

The war from our front porch
Anniversary of D Day sparks engineer's memories of World War II
By Ralph K. Banks
Design Division

couple of years before the United
States entered World War II, I was
born on a small farm in northeast

Franklin County, Texas, located within the
flight path of practicing warplanes.

My earliest memories are of warplanes
flying either directly over or near that little
farmhouse on a hill.

A couple of miles northeast of the the
farm was an aircraft beacon, which must
have had something to do with the appear-
ance of so many of the planes.

I was told by one of my uncles that the
beacon had a number painted on top of it
for navigation use by the pilots of the over-
flying airplanes. I never saw the number
though, since the beacon sat atop a tower
that was 40 or 50 feet tall.

The beacon was located not too far from

where my dad and his brothers, my uncles,
grew up. As boys, they used to climb the
beacon tower and would know about the
number on top. The beacon appeared to be
barrel shaped and had a powerful white light
on one end of the barrel and a green light on
the other end.

At night the beacon slowly rotated hori-
zontally so that from a distance one would
see alternating white and green flashes of
light that were spaced, as I remember, about
five to 1.0 seconds apart.

The warplanes we saw were of many
types, from the biplane trainer, to the swift,
low-wing training fighter, to the large two-
engine cargo planes, many of which were
towing gliders.

To me, of course, all the warplanes were
impressive. However, the big cargo planes
towing gliders were especially impressive,
and from our vantage point on that hill out
in the country, we saw hundreds of them
during the years 1943 and 1944; I was to
learn some years later that the planes were
known as C-47s.

Those activities, I suppose, were a small
part of what had to have been massive train-
ing efforts that were going on in preparation
for the final allied campaigns toward victory
in World War II.

The planes not only came through the
area during the day, but sometimes at night
as well. Many times during the summer and
fall of 1943,I recall, our small family sat on
the front porch in the evenings after dark

~~fr
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Engineer Ralph Banks was 8 when alied troops landed at Nonandy in June 1944.

and listened to the droning engines and
watched the blinking lights of aircraft carry-
ing crews training to go off to the war. And
we could well identify with the men in those
crews, for both my mom and dad had a
brother in the war flying in airplanes like
those we were seeing.

On those full-moon nights we could
actually make out the dark forms of the air-
craft and trailing gliders. Added to the
impressiveness of the nighttime display to
this young farm family was the constant
sweeping light on the horizon of the distant
aircraft beacon that must have been guiding
the aircraft through the night.

On most days during the growing and
harvesting season, except Saturday and Sun-
day, my dad would typically come to the
house from the fields about noon for the
family midday meal.

But on one of those wonderful spring
sunny, northeast Texas days in 1944, Dad
came to the house from the fields about
mid-morning carrying a basket of green
beans freshly gathered from the the family

garden; he wanted to catch up on the war
news, he said.

First he set the basket of beans down on
the front porch; then he went inside to the
living room to turn on the radio loud
enough to be heard outside. Dad came back
out onto the porch, and he and Mom pro-
ceeded to shell beans for the noon meal.

And there, shelling green beans on the
front porch of the farm house, the little fam-
ily of Dad, Mom, Little Brother and me, did
learn the war news of that particular day
from the scratchy, staticky sounds coming
from the old, battery-powered radio.

It seems that something really big had
just happened far away that could end the
war soon -at a place called Normandy,
France on June 6, 1944. *

Ralph K Banks is an engineer in the Deisgn
Division. Employees can submit "First Person"
columns about their personal experiences or to
Transportation News via Group Wise at
LTROW

SANCHEZ
Continued from Page 3

Born in Weslaco, Sanchez and his family
moved to Corpus Christi when he was in
the second grade. He joined the Navy after
high school graduation; that's where he met
his wife of 30 years - sort of.

"My best buddy in the Navy ended up
being my brother-in-law," he said. "I ended
up here (in San Antonio) because that's
where her family was."

After his stint in the Navy, Sanchez got a
job in a local canning factory. "I worked
there for six months," he said, "until my
father-in-law, who worked for the state, con-
vinced me to do the same."

So 30 years ago, Sanchez was hired to
work in maintenance.

"I started with a shovel and then got on a
mowing crew," he remembered. "I ran a
street sweeper for two years after that."

He and his wife, Esther, have four chil-
dren: a 28-year-old married son, a 21-year-
old son in college, and a 9-year-old son and

6-year-old daughter at home still keeping
them young.

Any spare time they have is spent on
church activities. They've chaired the nursery
and toddler departments and are now in
charge of pre-schoolers and the church
bookstore. He's also involved in other church
ministries.

Whether it's spiritually or physically,
Gilbert Sanchez has spent the greater part of
his life ministering to others. Isn't that what
life is supposed to be about?*

ibansportailon News August 1999
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ETHICAL QUESTIONS

Genetic discriminationa new frontier
By Dan N. Fuighum
Office of Civil Rights

Is genetic manipulation a panacea for the
future ills of this world, or is it a Pandora's
Box filled with future Friedrich Nietzsches
and Joseph Mengeles attempting to create a
race of supermen and women?

Schools of thought in this area are varied
and the controversy at a fevered pitch.
When I first "volunteered" for this assign-
ment, I was skeptical of the subject matter.
After reviewing volumes of text that read
much like the Texas Manual of Uniform
Traffic Control Devices, I came to the real-
ization that my liberal arts education failed
to prepare me for the fact that my Levis are
not a pair of genes.

In the forefront of the research are mem-
bers of the Human Genome Project.
Approximately $3 billion has been allotted
to the Project, which has a goal of the full
translation of the "genetic message" that
would enable medical researchers to identify
the causes of thousands of still obscure or
puzzling inherited disorders, both physical
and behavioral. It is expected that by the
year 2005 all 3 billion genetic letters in
human DNA will be deciphered.

A leading biologist and supporter of the
Human Genome Project argued that past
crimes committed in the name of eugenics
should not prevent people from being
allowed to benefit from what genetic engi-
neernng can offer in the future.

As stated by the National Partnership for
Women and Families, genetic discrimination
is the next frontier in Civil Rights. The
potential for real medical benefits from
genetic advances, without adequate protec-
tion against discrimination, may be out-

weighed by harmful consequences, such as
the loss of employment or health insurance.

Research shows that one child with Frag-
ile X Syndrome (inherited form of mental
retardation) and one child with a predisposi-
tion to a heart disorder have been denied
health insurance. The insurance companies
involved cited the results of genetic testing
to show that a gene present since birth qual-
ifies as a pre-existing medical condition. In
another case, an employee with a human
services agency was discharged one week
after disclosing in a workshop that her
mother had Huntington's disease and she
(the employee) had a 50 percent chance to
develop it herself.

In still another example, a woman with a
strong family history of breast cancer was
afraid to submit to testing for fear she would
not be promoted in her law firm. In addi-
tion, the U.S. Army has come under fire for
requiring mandatory DNA samples from
soldiers. Some soldiers have refused and
have been charged under the Uniform Code
of Military Justice. Such discrimination is
inappropriate and in many cases unlawful.
As noted by the Council for Responsible
Genetics, social categories are an unfortu-
nate result of genetic testing. It should be
noted that, in most cases, genetic testing
only reveals information concerning proba-
bilities, not absolutes.

The Technical Assistance Program Man-
ual for the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission says "the definition of disability
applies to individuals who are subjected to
discrimination on the basis of genetic infor-
mation relating to illness, disease, or other
disorders.

"Covered entities that discriminate

against individuals on the basis of such
genetic information are regarding the indi-
viduals as having impairments that substan-
tially limit a major life activity."

The Texas Commission on Human
Rights says an employer commits an unlaw-
ful employment practice if the employer fails
or refuses to hire, discharges, or otherwise
discriminates against an individual in a way
that would deprive or tend to deprive the
employees or applicant of employment
opportunities on the basis of genetic infor-
mation concerning the individual or because
of the refusal of the individual to submit to a
genetic test.

In spite of the importance of the issue,
our government appears to have strong
reservations concerning the creation of laws
or guidelines for the field of genetic research
or to control the impact of such research.

During the last session of the U.S. Con-
gress, approximately 110 bills were intro-
duced which addressed "privacy of genetic
information."

All 110 bills failed to reach a full commit-
tee, dying in subcommittees. Authorities in
the field indicate that prospects for genetic
privacy bills in the next Congress do not
look much better.

Apparently, much of the controversy
involved the defining of genetic information

and genetic testing. Until we come together
and address the impact of genetics, we are
doomed to relive old atrocities and create
news ones. This will result in a new class of
victim in employment discrimination and a
new frontier in the field of civil rights. *

Dan Fulghum is an investigator in the
Office of CivilRights.

Y2K
Continued from Page 1

systems that affect employees and the public.
Most testing was scheduled to conclude

by the end of July.
Although TxDOT apparently has com-

pleted repair on its systems, not all state
agencies have made such progress.

By last spring only the Texas Attorney
General's Office was considered by the DIR
to be at risk for Y2K bug-related problems,
but a report in Fiscal Notes, published by the
state comptroller's office, concluded that
many state agencies had repaired only their
mission critical systems, leaving some sup-
plemental systems still vulnerable.

These possible failures, as well as failures
in the systems of critical industries such as
banking, could have a disastrous effect on
the state's economy, Fiscal Notes warned. A
significant drop in tax collections would
have an effect on revenue collections.

"Under the Y2K 'risk case' scenario, total
collections from the state's two major taxes
- sales and motor vehicle - could drop
about $150 million below the comptroller's
(budget) projections during the 2000-2001
biennium," the article said. "The situation
may not be as uneventful in other countries,
especially China and Russia, where existing
infrastructure problems could be magnified

by Y2K. Economic disruptions in foreign
countries eventually affect Texas, but it will
be some time before the impact becomes
clear."

If the potential Y2K failures across the
globe aren't worrisome enough, consider
your local electric company. While it may
take months to assess the impact of global
computer systems failures, it will take only
seconds to find out if your electric company
took care of its Y2K repairs on time.

Electrical testing has been ongoing in
1999 in districts such as Wichita Falls,
where each maintenance section, area office
and the district warehouse and sign shop
have undergone power black-outs to test
generators, said Adele Lewis Calhoun, pub-
lic information officer.

"There definitely were some troubles,"
Calhoun said. "We had one very old genera-
tor die, but not before it power-surged the
plugs, leaving us with a fried fax machine."

Some sections in the district, which was
not even equipped with computers 10 years
ago, have ordered portable lights for emer-
gencies and portable welders to provide
power to fuel pumps.

"We also needed some new generators,
extra generators and repairs for others," she
said.

Fitzpatrick, who keeps division and dis-
trict representatives informed about Y2K
issues via e-mail, has distributed advice for

employees who will face their first day of the

new year at home on a Saturday - possibly
without lights, water, phone service or the
ability to fill up the gas tank.

She adds to her messages common sense
tips gathered from various Web sites devoted
to Y2K issues, organizations such as the Red
Cross and publications such as Consumer
Re Ports.The Red Cross recommends stocking up
with supplies as though for a long weekend
or a natural disaster such as a hurricane. The

group advises residents to stockpile 1 gallon
of water for drinking and washing per per-
son for three days in plastic, unbreakable
containers, flashlights and batteries, enough
non-perishable food items to last for a week,
and adequate medical supplies and prescrip-
tion drugs. Cars should be filled up with
gasoline before the New Year's holiday. The
Red Cross also advises the withdrawal of

enough cash to last the equivalent of a long
weekend.

Experts, however, warn against panic as
the Year 2000 approaches. Panic will only
aggrevate problems.

"Remember that the experts are talking
about slow downs, disruptions, usually of a
very short duration," Fitzpatrick said. "They
are not talking about the end of the world as
we know it."*

Wausportaton News August 1999
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Abene District teammates Jeremy Gamboa, standing left, and Lau- Sheranko, playing for the Houston District's Texas Thunder team,
ren Garduno, right, rush to make a play as base runner Anthony slides into third base during annual TxDOT tournament play.

Sitball
TxDOT teams vie for title at annual tourney in Austin

Story by HELEN HAVELKA
Photos by GEOFF APPoLw

r the second consecutive year, July
rains dampened TxDOT's annual
softball tournament in Austin, but

before the downpour began, a new co-
recreational champion was crowned.

Quality Assurers from the Materials
Section of the Construction Division
needed seven innings to post an 11-10
win over Wild Thing and capture its first
co-rec title.

"Finally! It's been 11 years," said
Quality Assurers' Coach Jaime Vela,
whose team has finished second in the
two previous tournaments.

This year's title did not come easy for
Quality Assurers, as Wild Thing from
Camp Hubbard in Austin grabbed the
early lead, 5-1, after two innings and
added two more in the top of the fourth.

Quality Assurers battled back in the
bottom of the fourth with seven runs to
take the lead, 8-7.

Wild Thing answered with two runs
in the fifth, but missed a chance to add
insurance runs in the sixth, leaving the

bases loaded. That opened the door for
Quality Assurers, which regained the
lead with two runs in the bottom of the
inning.

In the seventh inning, Wild Thing
responded with a run to even the score,
but, in the bottom half, Quality Assurers
took advantage of a walk and a hit to
push across the winning run.

David Belser from the Construction
Division (CST) and Jennifer Jarl were
chosen most valuable players for Quality
Assurers. Rhonda Roundy, also from
CST, Brian Marak, Carlos Vela and
Christen Johnson were selected to the
all-tournament team.

Victor Cabello and Joann Cano from
Wild Thing received Golden Glove
awards for their most valuable play. Zita
Hernandez from Occupational Safety
Division, Debra Green from CST, Mike
Gonzales and Jeff Rodriguez were
named to the all-tournament squad.

See TOURNEY, Next Page

Newly appointed Odessa District Engineer Lauren
Garduno plays for the Abilene District, where he
was director of operations.

Wansportatlon News August 1999

i^

.. ........ :.::....

i.: ::...... .. ....
.. :::: .. v.".v....... :. :.J<i.:: ::i:.'' '?jam!

%..:.: :::iii 
ii::.::%:' "'. .'.::_:: ..:;i,:...

i

: . , . ^.....vn ... , v... iii:... :.::: _. .;:R^fC' :i'::. .:':"!:!! ..

R.Y
.. ...:.iii:

.. iii:.::. 
.. .. .. :;:.

N'

I
.; .. ,. Vin.. .. .. . .. . . .

Gn.. .. n

i

.. : ........ .

.

.nc

v. '

...i!... . is .

..... ... ,. . :.5:. :: is . .: ' .. ..

y. .

.... ... .... {

oil 1060
JIM.

.. ..
:«: ;...

J 
4

..

.............
'k>'r

.:

;: F .. ::: : :

:'.dSS:;; ::.. 
:;

. +i:iK:Cry!:., is . .:.:; .:...... . . ... ........

:'iiiR;......::;.



9

Tournament features
TxDOT teamwork
as well as competition
" CONiNUED FROM PAGE 8

There were five teams in the co-rec division. Wild Thing
emerged as the top team with four wins, including a 22-9 vic-
tory over Quality Assurers in round-robin play. Quality Assur-
ers notched three wins to earn the other championship berth.

Other co-rec teams included TDM from the Austin Dis-
trict and Transportation Planning and Programming Division,
Twisters from LaMarque in the Houston District and Envis-
tas from the Environmental Division.

Odell Richardson, an engineering tech in the LaMarque
Area Office, was happy with his team's first appearance since
1995.

"We don't play together like some of these teams, but we
did all right," Richardson said.

LaMarque's Stacey Jackson and Troy Davis were named to
the all-tournament team. Also making the list were TDM's
Karen Boes from the Finance Division and her brother Gary.

Fifteen men's teams from across the state vied for TxDOT's
four championships, but only one title was determined on the
field. Shortly after the co-rec finale Saturday night, a Texas-
sized thunderstorm dropped two inches of rain at the Pleasant
Valley Sports Complex. Due to the muddy conditions, play
was cancelled the following day.

Mudhens from the San Antonio District and Under Con-
struction from the Austin District were declared co-champs
after both teams went undefeated after the first day.

Players from both teams wished they could have decided
the championship on the field.

"We were ready to play today and thought we had a good
shot at winning this tournament," said Mark Petrusek, who
works in the Austin District's Driveway and Utility Permit
Office. Under Construction finished second in last year's tour-
nament.

Mudhens Jerry Pavliska, who works in the New Braunfels
Area Office, echoed the frustration.

"I wish we could have finished it on the field," he said.
"We have played pretty solid this year."

Defending champion Texas Thunder from Houston and
the Gamblers from Pharr shared third-place honors. Both
teams reached the quarterfinals before suffering their first loss.

KC (Karnes City) from the Corpus Christi District, Den-
ton Maintenance, Corpus Christi Hurricanes and Abilene
advanced to the B Division quarterfinals after Saturday's play,
but they would see no more action. KC won the B Division
title by winning two coin flips.

The only men's title decided on the diamond was consola-
tion, which was played on the first day. Atlanta never trailed in
its 13-10 win over Lab Testees from the Austin area.

After opening with losses to Carrizo Springs and Laredo,
Atlanta put together a string of three wins en route to the
consolation title. This was Atlanta's first appearance in the
tournament.

Other teams participating in the men's tournament includ-
ed the Yoakum District, LMM from the Pavements Section
of the Design Division and No Matter from the Odessa Dis-
trict.

TxDOT's tournament coordinator Ed Collins said he was
pleased with the overall tournament despite the rain.

Collins, the Austin District urban transportation adminis-
trator, continues to look for ways to improve this event and is
seeking input from coaches and players.

"Last year, the survey was inconclusive, so I will try again,"
he said. "We need to increase participation for this tourna-
ment, and I am open to suggestions."

Currently, TxDOT employees, retirees and immediate fam-
ily members are eligible to compete in the tournament. Fifteen
men's teams and seven co-rec teams played in last year's tour-
nament.

Employees can send Collins their comments and sugges-
tions via GroupWise.*

~

TxoT Gnn ayingpetfor the wildThing coeac ts for a it uringagade

I,
Division's Kather-
me Holtz of the
Quality Assurers
keeps her eye on
the ball during
TxDOT annual
tournament
game.
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SEATBELT SAFETY TIPS

infants
(from birth to 12 months and 20 pounds)

All infants should ride in the back seat in
a rear-facing safety seat. If the car has no back
seat, the front seat air bag must be deactivat-
ed.

The seat should recline at a 45-degree
angle.

E The seat should be firmly fastened in
place and shouldn't move from side to side or
from back to front. Be sure to read manufactur-
er's instructions.

Rolled towels or blankets can be placed
around the head of a child who is unable to
support its head.

Make sure the straps of the safety seat
go over the child's shoulders and are buckled.

The harness should be buckled snugly
so that only one finger can fit under the straps
at the child's chest.

The harness clip should be even with the
child's armpits.

Toddlers
(from 1 year and 20 pounds to 40 pounds)

All toddlers should ride in safety seats in
the back seat.

Children of this age and/or weight may
ride in front facing safety seats.

Read the instructions concerning installa-
tion of the safety seat from the manufacturer
and the car owner's manual.

Make sure the straps of the safety seat
go over the child's shoulder and are buckled.

The harness should be adjusted snugly
so that only one finger can fit underneath the
straps on the child's chest.

* The harness clips should be even with
the child's armpit.

Small children
(from 40 pounds to 60-80 pounds)

All small children should ride in the back
seat of the car.

Small children should ride in convertible
seats as long as they remain in the height and
weight imits- of the seats.

When they have outgrown the convertible
seat, a booster seat that positions the
lap/shoulder belt correctly should be used.

Small children should ride in a booster
seat as long as they remain within the height
and weight limits of the seat.

Lap belts that ride up on their tummy
could cause serious injury. The lap belt should
fit low across the hips and lay flat across their
thighs.

h The shoulder belt should cross the center
of the chest, and should not cross the face or
the front of the neck.

Big kids
(from 60-80 pounds and up)

As of Sept. 1, anyone riding in the back
seat who is 14 and younger must buckle his
safety belt.

The law requires that everyone in the
front seat must buckle their safety belt.

If you are age 12 or under, it is much
safer for you to ride in the back seat.

Make sure your seat belt fits snugly.
Never put the safety belt shoulder portion

behind your back or under your arm.

Source: TEX and DOT's Tools for Schools, a
Web page under construction by the Public
Information Office for use by teachers and stu-
dents

Keep Texas Beautiful (KTB) President Sharma Hotchkiss andiuasportation Commission
member Robert L Nichols honor Cheryl Wald, winner of the 1999 Adopt-a-Hiiway
Award.

Keep Texas Beautiful (KTB) President Sharla Hotchids. and Transportation Commission
member Robert L Nichols honor Paul Kisel from Inks Lake State Park, winner of the
1999 Adoptallghway Award. Brandi Rountree (second from right) Is the AAH coordina-
tor for the Burnet County Maintenance Section.

Employees, volunteers honored

with Keep Texas Beautiful awards
By Linda Levitt
Travel Division

Transportation Commission member
Robert L. Nichols joined Keep Texas Beau-
tiful President Sharla Hotchkiss in handing
out the Adopt-a-Highway Awards July 1 at
the annual KTB convention in Austin.

The awards are presented to the state's
outstanding volunteer group and the out-
standing TxDOT maintenance section
employee working on the Adopt-a-High-
way.

Employees of Inks Lake State Park in
Burnet (Austin District) won the Adopt-a-
Highway Award for volunteer groups.
Although their contract only requires quar-
terly pickups, park employees, their friends
and family members clean five miles of Park
Road 4 every week.

Honorable mention went to the Alamo
Chapter Harley Owners Group in Cibolo
(San Antonio District). This group makes
an all-day event out of its trash pickups,
traveling by motorcycle to meet for breakfast

then cleaning its adopted section of U.S.
281.

Cheryl J. Waid was honored as this year's
winner of the Adopt-a-Highway Award for
TxDOT employees. She has been the Ban-
dera County (San Antonio District) Adopt-
a-Highway coordinator for since the pro-
gram began.

Over the last year, Waid increased the
number of groups in her section from 31 to
42. Almost 40 percent of the highway miles
in Bandera County are maintained by
Adopt-a-Highway volunteers.

Donna L. Wootton from the Nolan
County Maintenance Section (Abilene Dis-
trict) took this year's honorable mention.
Wootton works to maintain the groups'
sense of involvement in the Adopt-a-High-
way program. By encouraging her groups to
participate and then demonstrating appreci-
ation for their efforts, Wootton successfully
keeps her groups motivated, judges said. *

iansportation News August 1999
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Texana sells big at TxDOT gift shop
Staff anticipating record sales during this year's holiday season

By Unda L Ribble
Public Information OfficeJust past the Texas Department of Trans-

portation security desk at 150 E. River-
side Drive in Austin, colorful Texas art-

ork beckons visitors through glass walls at
the Texas Highways travel magazine gift
store.

The store allows Texas Highways sub-
scribers to pay for products and gift sub-
scriptions without the shipping and han-
dling charges they would incur by shopping
by mail. The small store in central Austin
serves customers from all corners of the
world.

After the store moved in July last year to
new quarters - an area about 16 feet wide
by 31 feet long, twice the previous space -
customer traffic and sales rose quickly.

In August 1998, the store served 347 cus-
tomers, more than double the 168 served in
August 1997. November 1998 sales were
$927 higher than sales during November of
the previous year. As the last holiday season
of the 1900s approaches, gift store and travel
magazine staff predict sales and traffic vol-
umes to surpass all previous years.

"November and December are always the
months with the highest sales," said Cynthia
Kosel, supervising manager of Travel Divi-
sion's gift store. "We start gearing up for

Customers, particularly those with busi-
nesses, shop early for holiday greeting cards
and calendars so they have time for engrav-
ing, said administrative technician Julie
Provost, who has operated the store for five
years.

Provost never tires of hearing the repeti-
tive requests or travel tales of her customers.
Frequently requested items are note cards
with cactus blooms or wildflowers, the Texas
Highways calendar, and prints of Texas blue-
bonnets, the Alamo or the Guadalupe
Mountains.

Some store visitors, such as TxDOT
employees and retirees and their families,
return with travel tips for Provost to pass
along to her other customers. For instance,
while traveling through the Big Bend area,
one road-weary and exhausted couple stayed
overnight at a hotel that had a hot tub.

As if having found lost treasure in the
Sierra Madres, the couple came back and
told Provost about their experience at the
hotel and its out-of-the-way location so she
could tell others traveling through the
region.

Similarly, when a group of college stu-
dents from another country came into the
store searching for things to do in Austin,
Provost's years of kayaking experience
helped.

"They decided to see Austin by kayak,"
Provost said, who guided them to Zilker
Park where kayaks, canoes and equipment
are rented.

And there are the unusual requests that
beget retelling, like the one of a woman who
called in the middle of preparing a chocolate
cake for her husband's birthday party later
that evening. She pleaded with Provost to
read her the cake's recipe, which appeared in

Travel Division gift store employee Julie Provost, left, serves customer Grace Lopez of
Round Rock, right. Lopez makes a trek to the store every three months to pick up the
new calendar of events and tosee what new nwr.hads Is In stock.

"November and

December are always
the months with the
highest sales. We start
gearing up for Christmas
in July."

- Cynthia Kosel, manager

an issue of Texas Highways. Of course,
Provost obliged.

"She thought she had all the ingredients,
but couldn't find her copy to finish the
cake," Provost said.

New Texas residents searching for South-
western-cuisine recipes such as salsa and
tamales call Provost also. Available back
issues of Texas Highways are chock-full of
delectable tidbits and phenomena about the
Lone Star State, savored by newcomers and
old-timers alike.

"One woman had just moved to Texas,
and someone told her about all the rat-
tlesnakes here. She wanted to know if we
had articles about snakes," Provost said.

A former Montessori schoolteacher,
Provost delights in introducing teachers to
classroom resource materials such as Texas:A
Quick Look, the wildflower brochure and
prints of historical maps or Texas capitols.
Free publications include the Texas State
Travel Guide, the quarterly Texas Events
Calendar and the official state travel map.

"Our historical maps of Texas seem to be
a favorite with men and teachers," Provost
said.

Kosel put the gift store together on a

shoestring budget, beginning with an ant-
infested display rack purchased for $3,
Provost said. It's come a long way since serv-
ing its first customer on Dec. 1, 1994, at its
previous location, TxDOT's Training Cen-
ter, 1101 E. Anderson Lane in Austin.

New items being considered for this year's
product catalog include a cookbook, books
on topics such as Texas landscapes or nature,
holiday cards and additional wildflower note
cards. Three new prints are planned and
expected to boost sales.

Scheduled for release in September, the
catalog will appear in the October issue of
the Texas Highways travel magazine, which
has a circulationtofeabout 300,000. Year 2000
calendars are in the store for $11.95, but
TxDOT employees pay $8.95. The store is
during business hours Monday through Fri-
day.

Customers can visit the store on-line at
www.texashighways.com. The toll-free num-
ber for the store is (800) 839-4997. The
phone line is staffed during the store's week-
day business hours.

Provost fills most customers' needs with
help from Kosel and Texas Highways staff
and stock provided by warehouse manager
Manuel Salinas. Some requests, though,
must be directed elsewhere, such as a recent
one for a necktie patterned with the state of
Texas, which was not available at the gift
store.

Some customers are generous in their
show of appreciation for her services, Provost
said.

"I've come in and found a loaf of bread ...
and peaches. The next morning after helping
with the chocolate cake, the woman brought
in a piece and left it for us." *

'iUansportatlon News August 1999
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Former engineer donates mementos
Betsy Pirie followed in father's footsteps with Highway Department career

OT's librarian, Anne Cook, and I
paid a visit to Betsy Pine in Austin
about a month ago. Betsy, who

retired in 1977, wanted to give the depart-
ment some of her father's old photos and
documents.

Her dad, James E. Piie, worked during
the early years of the Texas Highway Depart-
ment. He was the division engineer (what
we now call district engineer) in Amarillo in
1919, moved to San Angelo and Ballinger in
1920, and back to Amarillo in 1922. He
completed his career in the Paris District,
where he served as district engineer from

1931 to 1946.
In 1936, Betsy

x .:went to work for
the department.
She spent the

iy- early part of her
career in the
department's
Planning Survey
Division in
Austin. She
helped produce
the first county

Helen avelka map book in
Helen avelka1943.

"Our field
The Good Life surveyors would

use compasses

and their car

odometers to determine the distances for
these maps," she said. "We then made them
on tracing cloth."

As a draftsman, Betsy advanced about as
far as a woman was allowed at that time, so
she took the state examination for civil engi-
neer. In 1953, Betsy received her license,
becoming the second woman of the depart-
ment to do so.

The new engineer became the associate
designing engineer in the San Antonio Dis-
trict's Bexar County office. Betsy returned to
Austin, finishing her career in the Right of
Way Division.

If you have any department photos that
you no longer need or want, please consider
sending them to Anne. They are kept in
TxDOT's temperature/humidity controlled
library. The photos do not have to be identi-
fied, but any information you could provide
(names, highway number, location, and dis-
trict) would be greatly appreciated.

Please send them to Anne Cook, TRV,
125 E. 11th St., Austin, TX 78701, or you
can prepackage your photos and drop them
off at your nearest TxDOT office.

"Doing anything I want to," Brownwood
District retiree Glenn Trotter wrote on his
"Good Life" card. Glenn, who retired in
1984 after 36 years, spends his time ranch-
ing and being a grandpa.

Two Pharr District retirees - Salome
Lopez and Humberto Ballii- did not stop
working after finishing their department
careers. Salome, who retired in 1982 after 31
years, did ground work for an additional 12
years.

After Humberto completed his 32-year
tenure in 1986, he went to work for a pri-

vate engineering firm for another 10 years.
He initially did some traveling, but now

o

0
X-

Vol

Vintage view
Workers on Texas Federal Aid Project No.149 C. in Orange
County move a 954eet-long guy derrick mast in this August
1921 photo by engineer J.D. Fauntleroy. The job spanned
from Orange to Beaumont.

spends time with the family and visiting

friends.
Bill VanHooser spends much of his time

working around the house and yard. The
Amarillo District retiree takes an occasional

trip out of state. Bill had 27 years when he
retired in 1989.

J. Don Clark, former director of the Travel
and Information Division, has moved north
to Grayson County. Since retiring in 1995,
Don has spent time traveling and building
his new home. He's become "just a country

boy," he wrote. Don had 20 years with
TxDOT-

Farming, fishing and gardening are part
of Donald Dillard's retirement diet. I called
this Childress District retiree after I received
his card. Seems he built a new home and
was covering three sides of it with dirt. I had
to know more.

Don built berms to the roof of his home.
Not only is this insulating his home, but
offers protection from storms. In addition to
building a home, Don has also operated a
motor grader for the city of Paducah. He
had almost 35 years of service when he
retired in 1993.

Juan Pablo Solis dropped us a card. He
worked in the Pharr District, retiring in
1990.

Since retiring in 1991, John Bedenk has
reduced his workload to eating, sleeping and
watching television. That's retirement! John
worked 25 years in the Amarillo District.

Staying busy and enjoying retirement is
how La Verne Dillashaw describes life after
TxDOT. She is active in several local orga-
nizations, travels and spends time with her
family. LaVerne retired from the San Anto-
nio District with 32 years of service in 1990.

Coy Albritton found work to keep him
occupied after retiring in 1990. The Chil-
dress District retiree installs insulation and is
a driver for a local community service orga-
nization. Coy had more than 32 years of ser-
vice with the department.

Jesus Rincones and William "Slim" Roberts
were both slowed by health problems after
retiring from the Pharr District in 1981.
Jesus, who had 30 years of service, is active
in his local church and works in his garden

and yard.
Slim has

decreased his RV trav-
els and spends more

time on the front
porch of his Hill
Country home. He
retired with 25 years
of service.

After 42 years of
service in the Fort
Worth District, George
Black has continued to

dabble in engineering
and surveying. The
1980 retiree enjoys
golf, fishing and hunt-
ing when he is not
traveling. George is
also an active Mason
and Rotarian.
Another active Rotari-
an is Gene Clement

from the San Antonio District. This 1996

retiree has done some traveling and writes

Web home pages. Gene left the department
after 38 years of service.

Handling the daily chores of farming and
raising cattle keeps Leon Pechacek busy. This

retiree from the Childress District finds time
to travel and attends his grandsons' activi-
ties. Leon put in more than 38 years when
he left -m 1992_

Traveling, fishing and gardening has kept
Amarillo District's Billy Pittman active. He
also spends time visiting with family and
friends. Billy completed a 30-year career
with the department in 1992.

Richard Mayfield from Odessa has done a
little fishing and hunting since retiring in
1991. Richard, who spent 27 years with the
department, is an active member of the
Lions Club.

Participating in church activities and
playing with the grandchildren top

Victoriano Huerta's activity list. The Pharr
District retiree left in 1980 after 33 years.

Tinkering with cars is Dale Martin's
retirement pastime. The former Vehicle
Tides and Registration Division employee has
a 1955 Chevrolet and two Corvettes, a '56
and a '57. When he is not messing with
cars, the 26-year veteran is traveling. Dale
retired in 1993.

After working 30 years, Childress Dis-
trict's George Wall was ready to hit the road.
He travels six to eight months a year in his
travel trailer, going as far north as Alaska
and venturing south into Mexico. The for-
mer assistant district engineer retired in
1984.

Norman Gillispie has done some traveling
since retiring from the Amarillo District in
1990. When he is not on the road, the 40-
year veteran works in the yard.

And, finally, there were several legislative
bills passed affecting retirees. The Employ-
ees Retirement System (ERS) has all the
details coming your way in a special publica-
tion. If you have any questions, contact ERS
or Jennifer Williams from TxDOT's
Human Resources Division at (512) 936-
2759. *
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TxDOT Roundup
TxDOT participates in study
for U.S. Department of Energy

AUSTIN -The U.S. Department of
Energy has recently completed a project
with the assistance of TxDOT and the
University of Texas at Austin to evaluate and
compare the performance and cost of alter-
native versus gasoline fuels.

Results of the study, Texas Bi-Fuel Fleet
LPG Fleet Study: Final Report, will be
available soon for employees on the General
Services Division's Intranet site by selecting
the Alternative Fuels Program entry. The
study confirms the efficacy of alternative
fuels for use in government vehicle fleets.

The Department of Energy and the
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
launched the project to determine and make
available data on the performance, reliability
and costs of light-duty vehicles powered by
alternative fuels operating in fleet service.
TxDOT has about 5,000 such vehicles in its
fleet.

The University of Texas at Austin, in
cooperation with TxDOT, collected data
more than 18 months from a group of 1996
Ford bi-fuel propane F150 pickup trucks.
These bi-fuel vehicles can be operated on
either propane or gasoline, but not both at
the same time. Thirty-five vehicles were
studied, including 31 bi-fuel propane F150s
and four gasoline-only F150s. Two TxDOT
districts, Houston and Corpus Christi, par-
ticipated in the project by providing fuel
addition data and maintenance data for the
research vehtles located within their dis-
tricts.

The project was one of the focus fleet
studies sponsored by DOE's Office of
Technology Utilization and managed by
DOE's National Renewable Energy
Laboratory. The TxDOT study will con-
tribute to the overall project and provide
objective information on real-world fleet
experiences with alternative fuel vehicles and
to demonstrate that these vehicles can meet
the vehicle needs of fleets.

For more information about the alterna-
tive fuels program or this report, contact
Don Lewis, fleet manager, at (512) 416-
2085.

- Michael B. Wiley, GSD

Morning fire prompts closing
of interchange in San Antonio

SAN ANTONIO - Within seconds on
the morning of June 9, the Interstate 37 and
Interstate 410 interchange looked as if it had
been the target of a bomb. It would take
Texas Department of Transportation crews
about five days working almost around the
clock to make the area passable again.

The damage was caused when an 18-
wheel tanker truck filled with 4,000 gallons of
diesel fuel plunged from the upper ramp,
killing its driver, Julian Bell of Kansas City,
Kan.

Buddy Donahoe, transportation mainte-

nance supervisor for the Bexar Metro
Maintenance Section, and assistant mainte-
nance supervisor Henry Geigenmiller were

checking the roadways about a mile from the
interchange when the accident occurred. As
the truck broke apart, it exploded and the
explosion filled the sky with black smoke.

"Suddenly there was this pillar of black
smoke in front of us, and we immediately
knew something major had just happened,"
Geigenmiller said.

TxDOT crews responded immediately,
setting up traffic control devices, allowing
emergency vehicles access to the scene while
establishing detours for motorists.

Other TxDOT employees worked quickly
to assess the damage to the interchange.

In addition to the inspections by TxDOT
bridge engineers to make sure the inter-
change was structurally sound, there was
clean-up of the area and repairs to the
guardrails before the interchange could be
opened again.

A Northwest Maintenance crew, the dis-
trict electrical crew and special jobs crew
assisted Bexar Metro workers.

Over the following weekend, TxDOT
personnel worked double shifts in order to
open the interchange to the typical 60,000
commuters who would use it during Monday
morning rush hour. Working day and night,
they achieved their goal, district officials said.
The interchange opened late Sunday after-
noon.

-Maggie Rios, SAT

tI

TxDOT crews reroute truck traffic at the
scene of an accident June 28 on In e
35 in the Waco District.

June accident prompts closing
of Interstate 35 in Waco area

McLENNAN COUNTY - When a
propane transport truck overturned and

caught fire on Interstate 35 in the Waco
District on June 28, TxDOT employees
were quick to react. More than 30 employ-

ees from McLennan and Bell counties were

called into action. Detours were quickly

established to divert traffic following the

fiery accident, which closed both north and

southbound lanes of the interstate for nearly

eight hours.
Waco District employees and

Department of Public Safety troopers were

stationed at critical junctions along the

detour routes to assist and direct the thou-

sands of frustrated and bewildered motorists
traveling the winding Farm-to-Market roads

and state highways being used to bypass the

interstate closure.
Almost three miles of traffic caught

between the accident site and established
detours had to be turned around and re-
routed. Automobiles were fairly easily redi-

rected; however, close to 200 18-wheelers
backed-up by the closure presented a unique
problem. District Director of Maintenance
Paul Montgomery and McLennan County
Maintenance Supervisor Tommy Gaskamp
quickly devised a plan to build a makeshift
median crossover using milled asphalt mate-

rial. One hundred-twenty tons of material

were transported and used to build the

crossover, which allowed the tractor-trailers
to make a U-turn on the interstate and use
detours to continue on their way.

Additionally, TxDOT transported more
than 40,000 gallons of water to ensure local
firefighters were able to maintain a continu-
ous flow of water being used in an attempt
to keep the burning tanker from exploding.

The accident caused no major injuries,
but the 90 degree-plus temperatures played
havoc with the vehicle engines of many
motorists stuck in the more than eight miles
of slow- moving and stalled traffic. One
heat-related injury was reported to TxDOT
and DPS employees at a traffic control
point. Prompt response by local EMS
resulted in the transport and successful treat-
ment of the motorist.

The fire was extinguished, and 1-35 traffic
flow restored by 4:45 p.m.

-Ken Roberts, WAC

Pharr promotes traffic safety
at recent local livestock show

Always seeking ways to promote traffic
safety, the Pharr District took advantage of
the recent Rio Grande Valley Livestock
Show in Mercedes to deliver its message.

The five-day event last spring attracted an
estimated 150,000 from all over South
Texas. High school students from Starr,
Hidalgo, Cameron and Willacy county FFA
and 4H clubs showed the animals they had
raised.

For the last three years, the Pharr District

has participated in the livestock show. Resi-
dents appear to be responding to the dis-
trict's safety message. In 1997, Hidalgo and

Cameron counties were ranked 1 and 3
respectively in child no-belt crashes by the
Texas Transportation Institute's Save

City/Save County ranking.
"The Livestock Show is an ideal place

where our target audience gathers in mass

quantities," said Gilbert Trevino, Pharr Dis-

trict traffic safety specialist.
This year the booth featured the theme

"Save Yourself One Wild Ride." The slogan

was authored by Ron Taylor of the San
Angelo District and borrowed by the Pharr

District for this year's livestock show. A large

mural by Arturo Hernandez of the Pharr
District's Sign Shop, illustrated the theme.
More than 5, 000 visitors to the booth
signed a pledge to buckle their safety belts.

Four child safety seats also were raffled
off during the five-day event. The district
and the Texas Department of Health's Safe

Riders Program donated the child safety
seats. An estimated 500 individuals entered

the raffle each day.
Approximately 20 Pharr District employ-

ees assisted the district's Traffic Safety Office

at the Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show,

including District Engineer Amadeo Saenz

Jr.
-Amy L. Garza, PHR
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Service Awards
Atlanta Dstrict 20 years
35 years Judy C. Anderson
Jerry P Sharp Lewis T. Session Jr.
30 years Floyd E. Wingrove Jr.
Tommie D. Jones 15 years
25 years Karl W. Franks
Suzanne G. Foster Robert Island Jr.
20 years Chris A. Johnson
Dennis M. Beckham Darwin J. Myers
Sandra E. Burden Johnny Smith

15 years Larry D. Tegtmeyer
David A. Williams 10 years
10 years Terry L. Caeron
Dennis W. Berryhill Paul D. Hurt
5 years JaulsD. Pt
Bobby L. Jones James R. Pate
Fitzroy M. Williams 5 yearsChristina M. Brookhart
Abilene District James C. Hancock
2byerstrJames R. Hollingsworth
20 years Maria D. Kerksieck
Gary L. Turnbow Dianne S. Matthews
10 years Robert G. Parrent
Jerry W. Florence Walter Shumac il
Jimmy D. Moses Denise D. Treese
5 years Jeffrey A. Vanderaa
Judith C. Barnes George A. Vickery
Jere W. Cowan

El Paso District
Amarillo District 30 years
25 years David A. Torres
Troy G. Miller 25 years
Jesse J. Velasquez Linda Provencio
20 years 20 years
Eugene R. Hinds Jesus J. Gonzalez Jr.
15 years 10 years
Roger B. Wells Nancy L. Herrera
10 years 5 years
Joe M. Armstrong Genaro Flores
5 years Nestor Gomez
Della E. Tucker

Fort Worth District
Austin Dstrict 30 years
25 years Lawrence M. Rosenbach
Ernest E. Welch Jr. Richard D. Swanner
15 years 25 years
Christophe W. Chidester Jacky W. Rutledge
James H. Delony 20 years
10 years Shiraz H. Dhanani
Tracy S. Bryan Judy J. Hoyack
5 years 15 years
Faisal G. Abdel-qader Mark L. Bradshaw
Sean A. Hayes Ross A. Isom

10 years
Beaumont District Timothy W. Head
10 years 5 years
Robert A. Cagle Janice L. Aslin
Preston Cooper Donald R. Freeman
Michael A. McCray Mark A. Gallagher
5 years Jake A. Roysdon
Esther G. Preston Tom P Thomson

Juan Vasquez
Brownwood District
30 years Houston District
Rosevelt Duffie 35 years
25 years Jerry D. Gilbreath
Charles D. Barker 30 years
20 years Ronnie D. Chatham
Clinton R. Brown Charles L. Davidson
15 years John W. Franklin
Joyce A. Kinman Jerry R. Lofland
5 years Herrael P Montalvo
Erma Cantu 25 years
Robert G. Lund Raymond Ramirez Jr.

20 years
Bryan District Tesfaye Mesfin
20 years 15 years
Jose R. Flores Alphonso W. Marullo Jr.
Paul J. Hightower Denise K. Schott
James C. Lawson Jr. Elizabeth G. Uhas
15 years 10 years
Charles E. Heath Jr. Loretta H. Charpiot
Thomas G. Hunter I Wanda J. Davis
Betty H. Kolkhorst Sheila M. Gaden
10 years Jeana P Glasgow
Michael A. Jedlicka Laveme J. Hollins
5 years Frank D. Mayfield
Joey L. Smith Carol W. Nixon

Levan Richardson
Corpus Chrit!DtGlenn A. Scantlan

John W. Simon Jr.35 yearwair .Zmr
Rubin A. Schultz Jr. Javier M. Zamora

S years20 years Michael W. GallowayReyes S. Reyes John C. Guice Jr.
10 years Darrell W. Halik
Joe Garza Jr. Vincent D. Hubbert
Gertrude A. Stewart Thomas W. Moss5 years
Richard L. Garcia Laredo District

25 yearsCblkdress District Simon Aguirre Jr.15 years 15 years
Billy K. Trosper Ruben H. Meza
5 years 10 years
Amanda A. Foley Dimas Hernandez

Fitzgerald G. Sanchez
Dallas District 5 years
30 years James M. Deliganis Jr.
Brenda G. Blain Sabino S. Salinas
Billy G. Hyde Rene Soto
25 years
Robert C. Rawlings
Larry D. Treadway

Lubbock District
30 years
Evelyn B. Moore
25 years
Jill C. Henry
Bobby S. Sims
10 years
Isaias T. Jimenez
Carroll J. Sims
5 years
Chris A. Hunt

Lufkin District
25 years
Dorothy F. Lyons
Johnny L. Mills
20 years
Joe E. Oliver
Karen L. Oliver
10 years
Sandra G. Maldonado
Charles D. Modisette
5 years
Jeanette B. Williams

Odessa District
20 years
Delia Parras
15 years
John R. Salcido
10 years
Juan N. Velasco

Paris District
35 years
Thomas R. Anderson
10 years
Delores J. Campbell
Richard G. Harper

Pharr District
30 years
Francisco J. Cobarrubias Jr.
Martin Garza
25 years
Judith H. Mangum
5 years
Pedro R. Alvarez
Lorne W. Jonsson

San Angelo District
5 years
Karen H. Wilson

San Antonio District
35 years
Henry A. Geigenmiller
30 years
Ralph S. Arredondo
Juan Farias
Carlos Guerra
25 years
Joe H. Maclas
Cathie B. Williams
20 years
Mike Alvarado
Anthony J. Novak
Armando S. Placencia
Lee J. Taylor
10 years
Jose M. Ibarra Jr.
5 years
Magdalena Haider

Tyler District
25 years
Ralph R. Walters
20 years
Raymond P Jaap
is years

Jerry B. Mize
10 years
Marion P Burleson

Yoakum District
30 years
Alroy P Malina
25 years
Larry D. Rutherford
20 years
Jesse J. Kovar
Leroy J. Mueller
15 years
Robert J. Wagner
10 years
Judy L. Broomas
5 years
Dennis Cano

Waco District
25 years
Roy L. Jennings
20 years
Willis L. Patton Jr.
Billy S. Pigg
15 years
Richard F. Kinsey
Gary L. Proctor
5 years
Felicia F. McDonald

Wichita Falls District
30 years
James M. Bryan
Roy W. Proctor
15 years
Matthew W. Smith
10 years
James R. Cantwell
5 years
Michael D. Clements

Finance Division
20 years
Beverly G. Petrusek
15 years
Jan T. Filla

Construction and
Maintenance Divisions
30 years
Lana L. Ashley
Glenn A. Spann
10 years
Karl W. Josey
Khali R. Persad
5 years
Daviette A. Gilbert

Design Division
25 years
Marion M. Mays
15 years
Linda R. Fabre
Mark M. Flores
Michael R. Lynch
Charles E. Walker
10 years
Thomas G. Ashcraft
Patricia S. Salomon
Anthony K. Whaley

Environmental Affairs Division
5 years
Deloris 0. Broberg

General Services Division
25 years
Carolyn S. Flores
Lois M. Young
5 years
Karen S. Schoen

Human Resources Division
5 years
Julie K. Frost

Information Systems Division
20 years
Justino Castillo
10 years
SondraC. Lelle
Reynaldo R. Muniz
Tricia G. Ramirez
Larry E. Smallridge
5 years
Jaime Gonzalez

Motor Carrier Division
10 years
Joe W. Nobles
5 years
Yolanda Garcia

Public Transportation Division
5 years
Demetria R. Fairley

Right of Way Division
15 years
Hilda P Correa
5 years
Nancy J. Greathouse
Rachel M. JessenTraffic Operations Division
5 years
Cristoval Gonzalez
James A. Kratz

1tansportation Planning and
Programming Division
20 years
Mary S. Deleon
5 years
Christopher D. Neible

Travel Division

5 years
Pamela D. Hinton
Leticia M. Ramirez

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
25 years
Deborah R. Foust
20 years
Linda R. Bingham
Linda R. Butler
15 years
Cathleen G. Adams
10 years
Maria A. Martinez
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Letters
Houston District Engineer Gary Trietsch

received the following letter:
This letter of appreciation is to recognize

Quincy D. Alen, area engineer for east Har-
ris County, for his outstanding devotion and
customer-oriented service qualities. As we
are both aware, any improvements to a major
roadway create traffic inconveniences. This is
especially true for the current Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation projects along Inter-
state 10 and Spur 330 in the city of Bay-
town. However, Allen's dedication of
working with our city staff has minimized
the inconveniences and complaints we
receive. His tireless efforts of keeping our
staff and the community informed have been
well received.

I commend Allen for his personal
involvement of working with the city to
resolve ongoing traffic problems and con-
flicts with underground utilities associated
with the current construction. His profes-
sionalism and dedication to serve the public
reflects great credit upon himself and
TxDOT.

Thank you for assigning this professional
engineer to our area. We appreciate the work
he has done, and his continued efforts will
certainly contribute to the improvement of
the quality of life for the citizens of Bay-
town.

Pete C. Alfaro
Mayor

Recently, while checking records in the
courthouse at Anson, I realized I had lost
my billfold containing a considerable
amount (for me) of money, credit cards,
checks, driver's license, etc.

Later, DaleTollett, TxDOT roadway
maintenance supervisor for Jones County,
and Tommie Brown, roadway maintenance
supervisor for Shackelford County, called me
at my home and reported they had found
my billfold on the sidewalk outside the cour-
thouse.

What a relief!
My wife encouraged me to give Tolet all

the money I had in the billfold, but he
refused my offer.

Also, my appreciation to the employees in
the county clerk and appraisal district office
and the members of the sheriff's department
for their concern and assistance.

Charlie Gregory
Abilene

The following letter was published in
Canyon's newspaper:

Recently, the Texas Department of Trans-
portation has been very busy with two major
highway projects along U.S. 60. The first
project was a major repaving and resurfacing
from Hereford to Canyon. Although high-
way traffic was reduced from four to two
traffic lanes, fortunately, there was not a sin-
gle traffic collision reported or investigated
in this construction zone within the city. I
want to commend the Canyon police for
enhanced patrol and traffic enforcement
efforts to slow the highway traffic down
along U.S. 60 during the two construction
projects. The Canyon police worked dili-
gently to keep our highway workers safe, as
well as the motoring public, under very haz-
ardous conditions.

The three Es of traffic safety are Educa-

tion, Engineering and Enforcement. It takes
all three to keep our public roadways safe
while providing orderly movement of traffic.
I wish to commend MarkTomlinson,
TxDOT District Engineer, and Tomlinson's
staff for enhancing the safety of motorists
along U.S. 60. TxDOT has gone to great
expense installing high-intensity lamps to
illuminate the highway along U.S. 60 from
U.S. 87 beyond the west city limits. On
March 25, TxDOT lit up this strip of high-
way, making it safer for all motorists travel-
ing along or crossing U.S. 60. Thanks for
helping the Canyon police keep our city
streets and state highways safe!

Bobby Griffin
Chief of Police
Canyon

This letter is to thank the gentlemen who
helped me while on my way back to Hous-
ton. I was several miles from a town when I
had a flat tire. Since I had never changed a
flat, I was reading the directions when
William Fitch and Harold Shilling drove up.
Needless to say, I was overjoyed they
stopped.

They identified themselves and asked if
they could help. Furthermore, they were very
professional and efficient. I was back on the
road in 15 minutes. They even went so far as
to follow me to the next town so they could
put air in my spare tire.

In addition, I just wanted to thank them
again for helping me. Please let them know I
will not forget their kindness that day.

Debbie Hihn
Houston
Fitch and Shilling are maintenance technicians

in the Waco District's Center Stripe Section.

I received a call last September from Gary
Ray that TxDOT was prepared to purchase
property from my mother, Agnes P. Hudson.
The property was at the corner of Little
York at Aldine-Westfield Roads and was
needed to widen the road.

My mother had been anticipating the
improvement of Little York for more than
40 years. It was her dream to see it happen.
At the time of Ray's call, mother was
extremely ill with cancer and congestive
heart failure. I explained her situation and
her dreams for Little York Road.

Ray was compassionate and caring. He
worked to expedite the work that needed
doing. It was a complicated matter that
needed detailed attention. He kept us
informed and was gracious at all times.

When the work was completed, he
offered to bring the closing papers to my
mother's home on a Sunday so that she
wouldn't be inconvenienced. He later
brought me the check so that I could present
it to my mother. It was a tearful moment for
all of us, as my mother's hopes were realized
during her lifetime.

My mother died on Feb. 28. During
those last weeks she often spoke of Ray and
his kindnesses. I wanted TxDOT to know of
the good work your employee has been
doing. It should not go unnoticed.

Bruce Hudson
Houston
At the time, Gary Ray was an engineering

technician. He is now a design project coordinator
in the Houston District.'''''''

Gov. George W Bush received the following
letter:

This letter is to praise the efforts of the
state Beeville Maintenance Office.

I have had excellent response from the
employees of this office when I bring to
their attention hazardous conditions on the
state highways here. On numerous occasions
they have repaired damages on deteriorated
pavement in just a few days after I bring it
to their attention.

I am an active bicycle rider, and during
my daily rides, I notice the condition of the
roadway in close detail. When I notice dam-
age or deterioration, I notify the local office
before the condition becomes worse or I
have an accident in it.

Once again, I would like you to know
that the Beeville Maintenance Office is
doing an excellent job of serving the citizens
of Texas.

John Humston
Beeville

I would like to take this opportunity to
recognize Jimmy Howery, employee of the
Texas Department of Transportation. While
working near our home in April, Howry
located my son's billfold, which had been
lost for quite sometime. He immediately
returned it to us with all contents still intact,
which included $98 in cash. I feel that
Howry should be commended for honesty
and integrity, and taking the time to see that
the billfold was returned to its rightful
owner.

Debbie Jenkins
Seymour
Jimmy Howery is a maintenance technician in

the Wichita Falls District's Baylor County Main-
tenance Section.

On April 19 at approximately 2:30 p.m.,
we had a blowout on our van on U.S. 84
about five miles south of Post. The road
does not have a very wide shoulder to pull
onto in case of an emergency. A TxDOT
inspector, Roger Reyna, was kind enough to
turn around and come back to change the
tire for us. With the flashing lights on his
truck turned on, Reyna directed the traffic to
move over enough so the car was not blown
off of the jack. It is very refreshing to know
there are still young people around who will
stop to help older people when they are in
need. Reyna was very nicely mannered and
told us he hoped someone would stop and
help his parents if the need ever arose. Please
let him know we wrote to you.

Charlie and Pat Lightsey
Levelland
Roger Reyna is an engineering technician in

the Lubbock rural area office.
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From the archives
(LETTER TO THE EDITOR)
THE PRESIDENCY

SIRS:
"Lady Bird Johnson, " says L.B.J., "will beautify

us out of existence!" (Life, July 22, 1966) Wel-
come to the club, Mr. President.

Carl Fisher
Midland, Texas
- Life magazine, Aug. 12, 1966

(ARTICLE)
NUMBER PLATES FOR 1923 TO BE BLACK AND wffE

The State Highway Commission at its regular
meeting, May 15th, finally decided to use the
black and white number plate beginning January
1st, 1923, instead of the buff and brown as they
had heretofore considered. This decision was
reached after consulting with persons familiar with
the Texas climate and with the making of the num-
ber plates throughout the country, and also after a

June
Austin District
Willie H. Haverland,

Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
V, 31 years

Dallas District
Thomas W. Roessler,

Engineering Technician
III, 31 years

San Antonio District
Oscar H. Gomez,

Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
V, 40 years

Yoakum District
Gilford T. Roberson, Jr.,

Engineering Technician
V, 36 years

July
Bryan District
Bobby R. Vernon,

Engineering Technician
V, 35 years

Corpus Christi District
Roy A. Allen, Engineering

Technician 1, 17 years

Lubbock District
Otis L. Hudson,

Transportation
Maintenance
Technician, 30 years

Abilene District
George L. Boring,

Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1972, died
Dec. 2, 1998

Ray J. Green, Staff Service
Officer IV, retired in
1993, died April 20,
1999

Turner C. Simpson,
Maintenance Technician
IIl, retired in 1976, died
April 24, 1999

Atlanta District
William Littlejohn,

Maintenance
Construction Supervisor
Ill, retired in 1982, died
April 5, 1999

Richmond S. Merrill,
Draftsman Ill, retired in
1983, died March 12,
1999

Beaumont District
Roy W. Bythewood,

Engineer IIl, retired in
1981, died March 29,
1999

Brownwood District
Stanley C. Davis,

Engineering Technician
IV, retired in 1988, died
April 10, 1999

Ralston P Haun, Jr.,
Engineer IV, retired in
1987, died March 19,
1999

General Services
Division
Alvin J. Helmers,

Maintenance Mechanic
III, 27 year

'laffic Operations
Division
John G. McKay, Jr., Program

Administrator III, 13
years

August
Austin District
Walter M. Welch, District

Planning Reviewer IV, 31
years

Ronnie C. Zett,
Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
I, 31 years

Brownwood District
Gary V. Tarver, Engineering

Technician V, 32 years
Carl D. White, Engineering

Technician III, 25 years

Corpus Christi District
Daniel Aguilar, Engineering

Technician III, 25 years
Harry E. Carter,

Maintenance Mechanic
V, 28 years

Edgar C. Lloyd,
Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
II, 31 years

Corpus Christi District
Jose Cantu, Maintenance

Technician I, retired in
1971, died May 11,
1999

Childress District
Richard E. Sweek,

Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired in 1978, died
April 30, 1999

El Paso District
Nicolas R. Fuentes,

Maintenance
Construction Foreman
IIl, retired in 1986, died
June 12, 1999

Gwendolyn S. Peters,
Clerical Supervisor IV,
retired in 1972, died
June 24, 1999

Ernesto M. Rivera,
Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1976, died
May 8, 1999

Fort Worth District
Louis D. Bruner,

Engineering Technician
Ill, retired in 1987, died
March 28, 1999

Merlin R. Moore,
Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1986, died
May 28, 1999

Ralph H. Norris,
Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired in, died Dec.
5, 1998

test had been made under which proved that the
black and white plate would stand up better under
climate and weather conditions.

It was the opinion of the Commission that in
view of the fact that the number plate was to be
permanent, the black and white would be much
more satisfactory than the buff and brown. Anoth-
er feature taken into consideration was that a
black and white plate would look more attractive
on all colors of cars than the buff and brown.

The new plate is attractively designed, having
the word "Texas" at each end of the plate and a
small star separating the numbers in the middle
of the plate. This will give the plate a distinctive
appearance so that confusion with plates formerly
used will be almost impossible. Former plates had
"TEX" on one end and did not have the star.

- Texas Highway Bulletin, May 2, 1922

Guadalupe Rodriguez,
Engineering Technician
III, 40 years

Fort Worth District
Douglas W. Keesey,

Engineering Specialist
IV, 31 years

Samuel C. Streun,
Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
I, 29 years

Houston District
Carl T. Reilly, Engineering

Specialist II, 14 years
Lufkin

Tom J. Birdwell, Engineering
Technician III, 31 years

Alvin D. Cook,
Transportation

Maintenance Technician IV,
20 years

Virgie L. Curry,
Transportation
Maintenance Technician
IV, 25 years

Jesse Hutto, Jr.,
Engineering
Technician III, 21 years
Royce T. McCarty, Jr.,
Engineering Technician IV,
29 years

Paris District
James D. Jackson,

Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor II,

36 years

Houston District
Charles L. Cates,

Purchasing Clerk,
retired in 1985, died
April 30, 1999

John W. Myrick, Motor
Vehicle Mechanic IV,
retired in 1981, died
April 4, 1999

Mildred F. Sorrells,
Accounts Examiner II,
retired in 1987, died
April 27, 1999

Lubbock District
Wendell T. Ashley,

Maintenance
Construction
Supervisor, retired in
1986, died April 11,
1999

Alfred T. Jones,
Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired in 1983, died
April 29, 1999

Lufkin District
William Q. Parrish,

Maintenance Technician
II, retired in 1981, died
June 9, 1999

Odessa District
Royce D. Bresler,

Engineering Technician
V, retired in 1987, died
Feb. 25, 1999

James D. Ponder,
Engineering Technician
III, 29 years

Henry W. Stone,
Engineering Technician
III, 26 years

Pharr District
Jose A. Flores,

Maintenance Supervisor
III, 35 years

Waco District
Ruth C. Estelle, System

Support Specialist Ill,
27 years

Charles W. Hixson,
Engineering Technician
IV, 28 years

Construction Division
Littleton B. Callihan,

Program Administrator
IV, 35 years

OccupationalS afety
Division
Joan M. Reichert, Executive

Assistant I, 16 years

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
Martha H. Lockhart,

Program Administrator
II, 27 years

Pharr District
Roberto Lopez,

Maintenance Technician
IV, retired in 1994, died
April 25, 1999

San Antonio District
Alvin A. Phillips, Engineering

Technician Ill, retired in
1976, died May 11,
1999

Tyler District
Gus Willeford, Administrator

of Technical Programs I,
retired in, died April 30,
1999

Waco District
Felix G. Freeman,

Maintenance Technician
III, retired in 1981, died
May 5, 1999

Yoakum District
Charley L. Dobbs Jr.,

Engineer Ill, retired in
1978, died July 5,
1999

Robert R. Rogers,
Maintenance Technician
IIl, retired in 1976, died
June 10, 1999

Austin District
John R. Zaleski,

Transportation
Maintenance Supervisor
I, retired in 1999, died
April 2, 1999
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Retirements

Calendar
AUGUST3-4 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
4.5 1999 Texas Ports and Waterways

Conference, Brownsville, TPP
10 Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA
11 Specification Writing, Austin, GSD
12-13 Contracting for Services, Austin, GSD
26 Commission Meeting, Austin
27 LBJ's Birthday (holiday)
29-9/1 National Assoc. of Governors' Highway

Safety Representatives
Conference, San Antonio, TRF

31-9/1 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Houston, DES

SEPTEMBER
1 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Houston, DES
1 National Assoc. of Governors' Highway

Safety Representatives
Conference, San Antonio, TRF

1-2 Environmental Coordinators Meeting,
Austin, ENV

2-3 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
2-3 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Houston, DES
6 Labor Day (holiday)
9-10 Third Annual Employment Law Conference,

Austin, OCR
13-15 1999 Human Resources Conference,

Austin, HRD
15-17 Intermediate Public Purchasing, Lewisville,

GSD
23-24 Inventory and Warehouse Management,

San Antonio, GSD
30 Commission Meeting, Austin

OCTOBER
5-8 Public Purchasing Management, Lewisville,

GSD
6-7 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
11 DE/DD/OD Meeting, College Station, ADM
11-13 1999 TxDOT Transportation Conference,

College Station, ADM
14 ATPA Board of Directors Meeting, Austin
27-29 CPPB/CPPO Review/Exam, Lewisville, GSD
28 Commission Meeting, Austin
31-11/2 Safe Communities Workshop, Corpus

Christi, TRF

In Memoriam
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