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Students watch as Corpus Chdstl firefighters attempt to remove the roof of a wrecked vehicle used to simulate a fatal crash.

Student body grieves loss of classmates
By Becky Kureska
Corpus Christi DistrictI t is Friday. Tomorrow is the prom.

Excited conversation and good-
natured kidding fill the auditorium

of West Oso High School in Corpus
Christi.

Suddenly, the lights dim.
Stark reality enters as a brown casket,

covered with a drape showing the West

Oso insignia, begins to be slowly pushed
down the aisle toward the stage.
Following the casket are 30 students

dressed in black - solemn expressions
- some with tear-stained eyes. The
auditorium is hushed.

Three students on the stage before the
silent audience sing "Amazing Grace."
There is shifting in the seats but the
room stays very quiet.

This is a lesson in reality. This is the
culmination of several weeks of working
with some of the high school seniors in
a program called "Shattered Dreams."

This is students bringing a real-life les-
son to their peers.

With the motto, "Drinking and
Driving Ends All Dreams (D.E.A.D.),"
the program educates on statistics but
focuses more on how many people are
affected by accidents that involve some-
one drinking and driving.

"There is no way to be certain how

many lives have been saved by this pro-
gram," said Sherry McLeroy, Corpus
Christi District traffic safety specialist.
"But we certainly recognize that giving
them the information and this in-your-
face experience can only make them
aware of the possibilities and the conse-
quences.

"It takes six months to plan this event.
We go to meetings every two weeks, and
a month before, we meet every week
with the Corpus Christi Youth Alcohol
Awareness Coalition," said Jeanine
Jennings, traffic safety technician.

This assembly is the culmination of

the program. There was a mock crash
complete with twisted metal, broken
glass, blood everywhere, ambulances,

police cars, crying, and parent notifica-
tions. The follow-through and reactions
were all part of the realism.

"Schools have been really good.
Administrators want this in their
schools," Jennings said.

The program is funded with grant

money and donations from the various

organizations involved. Jennings said the

estimated cost is $300,000 for the time
and materials provided by emergency
medical professionals, police, helicopter
crew members and others.

The enactment continued with stu-

dents being transported by ambulance
and helicopter to Spohn-Memorial
Hospital. Police visited homes to tell
parents that their child had been killed.
There were funeral home visits. The
drunk driver was taken to the courthouse

See SHATTERED DREAMS, Page 6

32nd annua I Texas Trash-Off, Page 3
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transportation News

Straight TaIk *

StandIng on the shoulders of gIants
In recent days, I have been reminded that

we in TxDOT stand on the shoulders of
giants as we strive to provide and maintain
transportation systems to benefit everyone in
Texas.

Such reminders can
come slowly, sometimes
after many years of effort
and achievement. Other
reminders come suddenly,
sometimes with the shock
of sadness.

We are gladdened to
note that James Grayson of
the Houston District has
recently marked more than Wes Heald
55 years with the depart-
ment - an unparalleled achievement of per-
severance, dedication and loyalty. His sense
of service is an inspiration to all of us.

At the same time, we are saddened to
learn of recent deaths among our TxDOT
Family.

We note the passing in late March of Mrs.
Pauline DeBerry, wife of Luther DeBerry. As
his wife, she is the woman who for so long

stood beside and supported the professional
career of the man in this department to last
hold the job title of state highway engineer
(1973-1980).

She is as many spouses - women and men
these days - who support our careers in
TxDOT. We owe them our gratitude and
readily acknowledge the important role they
have. Thank you.

By the passing of Mrs. DeBerry, we can
begin to see and to appreciate the subtle ways
that all of us are connected to one another.
We have in common our interest in trans-
portation. We share our dedication to excel-
lence and continuous improvement. We share
our humanity.

We note the passing - a single day after
that of Mrs. DeBerry - of Dr. Charley
Wootan. He was a fixture of the Texas
Transportation Institute at Texas A&M
University. He was a steadfast, charming
friend of TxDOT. He championed the cause
of excellence in everything related to Texas
transportation.

Charley usually presided over the presen-
tation of the prestigious awards given at the

wye owe them our
gratitude and readily
acknowledge the

important role they have. Thank
you.'

- Wes Heald

annual short cour' in College Station. Last
year he was on the receiving end of one such
award for his outstanding contributions to
transportation in the state of Texas - the
Luther DeBerry Award. The award, of
course, is named in honor of Mrs. DeBerry's
husband.

In recent days, TxDOT has lost other
members of our extended family of employ-
ees and retirees. We remember them in this
month of remembrance (the same month we
observe Memorial Day).

Each month we note in Transportation
News the passing of many members of our
TxDOT Family. Every day we see at the
Greer Building in Austin the too-long list of
TxDOT people who lost their lives in the
performance of their duties. We miss them
all.

Importantly, we honor them all as we
build on their achievements and service.

We stand on the shoulders of these giants
of public service, of helpful friendship, of
dedicated professionalism. We do so as we
continue our efforts to provide safe, effective
and efficient transportation systems that
move ever more goods and people in Texas.

Such systems provide mobility, but they
also help to provide prosperity and comfort
as we journey into the future.

We remind ourselves that life is a journey
we all share. We share our hope that the
journey may be smooth and marked by inter-
esting experiences with good traveling com-
panions.

Taking heed of our traveling companions
- of those who've gone before us - we realize
that what we build today will become a lega-
cy for those soon to follow us. *

Wes Heald is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Transportation News is published for employees andi
views of TxDOT. Published by the Public InformationC

retirees of the Texas Department of Transportation. Contents do not necessarily reflect the official
Office, 125 E. 11th, Austin, TX 78701-2483. Circulation: 17,850
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Got news?
Did your district newsletter run a story you think other TxDOT employees would enjoy reading? Do
you know of a co-worker with an interesting hobby? We want your story ideas. To contribute, con-
tact your district public information officer. He or she can pass it along to us. Or you can contact
Editor Michelle Releford by phone at (512) 463-8609.

Submission info
Photos and copy (articles, columns and letters) must be submitted by the second Friday of the
month.
District employees should discuss potential submissions with their public information officer.
Photos and copy should be sent as e-mail attachments to MRELEFO as Microsoft Word files.
Photos sent electronically should be in .jpeg (or .jpg) format.

Copies of this publication have been deposited with the Texas State
Library in compliance with the State Depository Law.

Trouble getting Transportation News?
Call (512) 463.8588

SWORN IN: The newest
member of the Texas
1Fansportatlon Commis-
sion took the oath of
office on April 12 In San
Antonio. RiM Wiliamson
was appointed to the
post by the governor.
Following approval of
the appointment by the
Texas Senate,
Williamson was sworn in
by U.S. District Court
Judge Orlando Grcia.
Both me are former
members of the Texas
House. Williamson fills
the position vacated
when the term of mem-
ber David Laney expired.

TxDOT photo
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Trash-Off tosses 2 million pounds of 1itter
AUSTIN - Even though the

sky darkened across much of the
state, volunteers participating in
the annual Don't Mess with
Texas Trash-Off persevered, col-
lecting an estimated 2 million
pounds of litter from roadsides
and city streets in April.

The statistics are staggering.
According to a recent study con-
ducted for TxDOT, one in three
Texans admits to littering, which

TxDOT photo

Ana Payne ud son EIahelped
pick up trash with the Keep Rich-
land Hills Beautiful group on
April 6.

means these volunteers cleaned
up after nearly 7 million people
throughout the state.

"Imagine if every third house
on your block lacked trash cans
and you were responsible for
cleaning up after the neighbor-
hood at the end of the year. That
is essentially what our Trash-Off
volunteers do," said Stacy Cantu,
executive director of Keep Texas
Beautiful.

"Everything is supposed to be
bigger in Texas, but this dirty
problem is nothing to boast
about,"she said.

Volunteers for this year's event
included members of 1,600
Adopt-a-Highway groups and
more than 100 communities
associated with Keep Texas
Beautiful (KTB). Thousands of
Adopt-a-Highway volunteers
focused on highway cleanup,
while KTB volunteers cleaned
city streets, neighborhoods and
parks. Many KTB groups also
hosted graffiti wipe-outs, water-
way cleanups, and collection
events for recycled materials and
household hazardous waste.

"The Don't Mess with Texas

Trash-Off provides public recog-
nition for the Adopt-a-Highway
volunteers who clean 10 percent
of the Texas roadways each year,
saving the state more than $2.5
million annually. Even so, state
tax dollars must still be used to
keep the remaining roads clean,"
said Doris Howdeshell, TxDOT
Travel Division director.

"Adopting a highway not only
keeps our state beautiful, it frees
up tax dollars for road improve-
ments that have become such a
high priority for Texas."

Along with the annual
cleanup event, TxDOT's litter

prevention programs have
reversed a trend in the increase
of trash on Texas highways,
resulting in a 72 percent reduc-
tion in litter.

Dallas-based 7-Eleven was
this year's first corporate sponsor
ever of the trash-off. The com-
pany supported the event
through in-store promotions
reminding customers to stash
their trash throughout April.
The company also provided
many of the groups breakfast
before the big cleanup. *

The Moog takes bridge inspectors to new heights
By Susan Williams
Fort Worth District

Having never been afraid of heights, the
thought of being asked to come on a real
bridge inspection was great, but when the
Moog pulled up outside the complex there
were a few second thoughts.

The Fort Worth District Bridge
Inspection Section uses the Moog to inspect
bridges. The Moog (sometimes called the
Snooper) is a specially designed truck for
getting to the extreme heights that some
bridges reach today.

Currently, the Moog truck is shared
throughout TxDOT districts in North Texas
and is used in the Fort Worth District at
least once a month. The Moog has a fully
extended horizontal reach of 43 feet and the
capacity to hold 1,320 pounds. It can lower a
25-foot cage-type platform off the side of
Fort Worth's tallest bridges.

ilk sa wlams
The Moog or Snooper is a specially equipped
vehicle used for bdge Inspections.

From the bridge top, the walkway struc-
ture is then motor-operated and rotated
under the bridge. This can occur while over
another bridge or above water, for the entire
length of the bridge.

This motorized adjustable cage allows dis-
trict bridge inspectors to do a thorough
bridge inspection while standing on the
caged walkway with safety harnesses clipped
to the inside rails.

The operator can't see the crew once the
cage is lowered and has to work blindly tak-
ing direction over the radio.

Bridge-top crew members relay where and
when to move the structure under the bridge
so they can examine every crook and crevice
of its underside. While inspecting, the crews
look for any and all changes or alterations to
the bridge.

There are sometimes odds and ends that
have anchored on the underside of a bridge:
cans, boards, trash, a lady's wig (really, we
saw it with our own eyes). Live birds, being
disturbed from their residence fly overhead.
Watch out for the birds - they do more
than fly!

The process takes as long as the inspectors
need to inspect the bridge underneath, from
edge to edge and end to end.

In the inspection of tall bridges, the Moog
truck can be essential. Today it's an effective
tool for accurate studies of Fort Worth
bridges.

In years past, the inspectors were har-
nessed and swung under the bridges to do
inspections - so this special truck has made
some definite improvements for the safety of
the worker and the accuracy of the bridge
inspection.

For a tall job like this, weather is some-

times a factor that determines if an inspec-
tion can even take place. Winds reaching up
to 30 mph will cause a scheduled inspection
to be cancelled. Safety is a TxDOT concern
at all times with bridge inspections.

Since access to the Moog is limited, Fort
Worth District inspectors may check one or
several bridges at a time. An inspection can
take 2-3 hours, depending on the bridge's
location and size. Reports are filed on each
bridge inspected and notations of any failures
are logged.

The Fort Worth District has eight staffed
bridge inspectors qualified to do this type of
bridge inspection using this specially
designed vehicle. Overall, the Fort Worth
District will inspect 12 bridges of this type
that will require the Moog each year. *

Photo by Susan Williams

Left to right: Fort Worth District bridge Inspec
tors Rocky Armendariz, Bili Padon, and Eddie
Armendariz at work.

Trash Talk
The 100 volunteers with

the Wolf City Police
Association of Hunt County
picked up 465 bags of litter
- by far the largest amount
reported.

Hunt County had 21 dif-
ferent organizations picking
up litter and 486 volunteers
- the most from any county.

Among the "unusual"
items reported collected were
a box of gas masks from
Smith County, a pair of
angel's wings in Taylor
County, and a vending
machine from Kerr County.

From 1994 through 2000,
TxDOT's efforts in waste
reduction during its highway
projects have resulted in
more than 14 million tons of
materials being diverted from
landfills. This equals 1,417
pounds for every man,
woman and child in Texas.
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Work-zone safety improves with awareness
By Mark Cross
Public Information Office

AUSTIN - Summer is just
around the corner and many
motorists will be hitting the
highways for vacation and.
weekend trips.

The warmer weather also
allows for increased construc- A
tion and maintenance activities
on the state's highways.

As a result, TxDOT is work-
ing to make sure work zones
are safe..

Over the years, highway
work-zones have been
improved through the use of This Loe dc

afe .proper way Isafer construction barrels, signs done for the
and barricades. These are
designed to reduce vehicle damage and to
lessen potential injuries to vehicle occupants.

Portable concrete barriers and crash cush-
ions also protect drivers from dangers such as
steep drop-offs and construction equipment.
These also protect workers from traffic.

TxDOT workers are wearing new safety
vests with fluorescent reflective material all
the way around, rather than just the front
and back.

"We are always working to improve safe-
ty," said Wes Heald, TxDOT's executive
director. "Safety is our number one priority."

Despite the safety improvements, 132
people died in highway work-zone crashes in
Texas during 1999.

Alcohol and speeding were factors in 38
percent of highway work-zone crashes in Texas
in 1998, while 13 percent involved failure to
stay in the driving lane. Another 11 percent
involved failure to yield the right of way.

Photo by Bobby Colwell, Bryan District

sure on SH 47 In College Station Illustrates the
o use safety barriers.'lhis demonstration was
media In the Bryan District.

"These are crashes that can be prevented if
motorists pay more attention and practice
safe driving habits," said Heald.

TxDOT, along with the Federal Highway
Administration, the American Traffic Safety
Services Association and others are working
to increase awareness and education in work-
zone safety by observing National Work-
Zone Safety Awareness Week which was
observed April 9-13.

On average, Texas has more than 1,000
highway projects under construction. As a

result, drivers are likely to encounter a variety

of work-zone conditions, including uneven

pavement, narrow lanes, concrete barriers,

slow-moving equipment, and loose gravel.

TxDOT urges motorists to slow down in
work zones, drive the appropriate speed for
the conditions, and obey all warning signs. *

A little education can go a long way on the job
By Marilyn Dell
Human Resources Division

TxDOT has an active, flexible, and well-
supported Education Assistance benefit. This
benefit provides life-long learning opportuni-
ties that will help develop employees' capabil-
ities and skills, and enhance qualifications.

Shari Thomason of the Childress District
lab is using the program to learn more about
her area of expertise and gain experience to
further her career.

"Childress is one hour away from the
nearest junior college and two hours away
from the nearest university; therefore I am
not able to take classes every semester," she
said.

"I have taken four classes on the non-
degree program and have gained knowledge
in each class, which has helped me under-
stand more about the laboratory tests we per-
form. The non-degree program is an excel-
lent benefit of working for TxDOT."

The non-degree program is one of the
education assistance benefits that supports
employees who need to take college courses
related to job duties or in preparation for a
general equivalency diploma.

This program is available to TxDOT reg-
ular employees, Summer Hire Program
employees, and Temporary Recruitment
Program employees. These employees can
attend specific courses and obtain job-related

skills and knowledge to perform their jobs as
approved by the district engineer, division
director, or office director.

As funding is paid by the district, division,
or office, approval authority resides with the
district engineer, division director, or office
director.

Class attendance is on an employee's own
time. However, some supervisors may allow
for a temporary flexible work schedule to
accommodate the employee's school sched-
ule. For those employees whose work sched-
ules cannot be flexed, evening classes, dis-
tance learning courses, and Internet courses
are available at some schools.

Employees must use form HRD1917

(educational assistance request), and form
HRD1941C (Non-Degree Program agree-
ment form).

To apply for assistance, these forms are
available on-line in the electronic version of
the Human Resources Division manual.
Simply access the HR manual on the
TxDOT intranet website, then go to Chapter
7, Section 2, then to Non-Degree Program.

In fiscal year 2000, 37 employees partici-
pated in the Non-Degree Program. The
courses were taken at community colleges
and universities primarily in technical and
liberal arts subjects.

More information is available at (512)
486-5428. *

Texa$aver handed over to CitiStreet
AUSTIN - The Employees Retirement

System (ERS) Board of Trustees has selected
CitiStreet as its new third-party administra-
tor and record keeper for the state's deferred
compensation program, Texa$aver.

CitiStreet, formed in partnership between
subsidiaries of Citigroup and State Street
Corporation, is one of the largest record
keepers worldwide with assets in excess of
$200 billion under its administration.
CitiStreet replaces SFG Benefits
Administration, a division of MetLife, who
will end its administrative responsibilities on

or before June 30.
The voluntary Texa$aver defined contribu-

tion type plan is an additional option to the
state's defined benefit pension plan.

CitiStreet will provide quarterly newslet-
ters, account statements and enrollment ser-
vices. They will take over the current tele-
phone voice response system (InTouch) and
Texa$aver website, with a plan for improving
each. Through CitiStreet, enrollment will be
implemented on the website, and investment
education, charts, and information will be
available. *

Work-Zone Facts
In 1999, there were 132 fatalities in

Texas construction/maintenance work
zones, the largest number of work-zone
fatalities in the nation.

Each day there are about 1,200
work-zones on Texas highways. On
average, that is about one work zone
every 65 miles.

Nationwide, more than 25,000 peo-
ple are injured in work-zone crashes
and about 700 people killed in work
zones every year.

Most of those killed and injured are
motorists and not construction or
maintenance workers.

On average from 1994 to 1998, 16
percent of the fatalities resulting from
crashes in work zones were pedestrians
and bicyclists.

Almost three times as many work-
zone crashes occur on weekdays com-
pared to weekends.

Driving through a 10-mile work
zone at 65 mph, compared to driving
45 mph, saves less time than five min-
utes.

About 3,000 people were injured in
large truck work-zone crashes in 1998.

-Information compiled by TxDOTand

The National Work-Zone Safety Information
Clearinghouse, a cooperativepartnership
between the American Road and Transporta-
tion Builders Association with the Texas
Transportation Institute.
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Very Interesting Person: Nancy Fisher

San Angelo's Fisher is a TxDOT
By Jim Dobbins
Environmental Affairs Division

Overseeing environmental work in a 15-
county district might seem like a tall order,
but it is all in a day's work for Nancy Fisher,
San Angelo District environmental coordina-
tor.

Fisher joined TxDOT in October 1996,
bringing a number of years of experience in
environmental work. Prior to embarking on
her TxDOT career, Fisher was an environ-
mental specialist employed by Raytheon
Support Services at the now closed Eldorado
Air Base in Eldorado, and was earlier the
director of the San Angelo Nature Center.
Fisher earned bachelor of science and mas-
ter's degrees from Angelo State University in
biology, with minors in chemistry.

One of Fisher's biggest challenges has
been the environmental review work on the
three Phase I Trunk System projects in her
district.

"The Phase I Trunk System project
upgrades existing two-lane highways to four-
lane divided freeways that are similar in qual-
ity to interstates," Fisher said. "We have three
such projects in this district, which all
include the acquisition and environmental
clearance of quite a lot of new right of way."

The weather can also affect Fisher's work-
load.

"Edwards and Real counties have several

Ranch-to-Market (RM) roads, each with
several low water crossings. When there are
floods, many of these crossings are damaged.
Since I've been here, we have had as many as
20 bridges on a single RM under repair con-
tracts - that requires a lot of environmental
coordination!" Fisher said.

Another project that is taking up a lot of
Fisher's time is the U.S. 83 project in Real
County.

"The U.S. 83 project will widen travel
lanes and add shoulders. What complicates
this project is that most all of the right of
way is potential habitat for two endangered
birds, the black-capped vireo and the golden-
cheeked warbler, and the endangered
Tobusch fishhook cactus," Fisher said. "This
project will need extensive coordination with
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife - a lengthy process."

Fisher must also deal with two other
prominent protected species found in her dis-
trict, the Concho water snake and Texas

poppy mallow.
The need to protect wildlife can come at

any time, as related in the following incident
from the summer of 1998.

"One day I was visiting an off-system
bridge project in Coke County with four
other TxDOT staffers," Fisher said. "We
were walking down the dry bed of Paint
Creek, when suddenly we came across a four-

natural'

Photo by Jim Dobbins

foot-long rattlesnake that was quietly sun-
ning itself. Two of these people had been
indoctrinated from childhood that the only
good snake is a dead snake. One of the guys
did what he thought he should do, which was
to throw a rock at the rattler. That just irri-
tated the snake, which proceeded to rattle,
coil-up and get ready to strike. The second
guy grabbed a stick to go after the snake. By
this time, the remaining two were rapidly
retreating back up the creek bed, leaving me
with the two would-be snake slayers. I insist-
ed that they stop, leave the rattler alone,
because snakes have a role to play in the bal-
ance of nature. Since I had the car keys and
these two did not want to walk back to San
Angelo, they finally left the snake alone. We
went about our business and the rattler went
about being a snake."

If granted one wish, what part of Fisher's
job would she change?

"I could live without all the paperwork and
clerical aspects of the job," Fisher said.

In spite of the detailed work, Fisher finds
that life as a district environmental coordina-
tor is not all drudgery.

"I enjoy the field work - getting outside
and doing the biological surveys. I like visit-
ing the area offices and maintenance sections
to get to know the staff and help educate
them about the biological issues in their area,
such as endangered species habitat," Fisher
said.

Since joining TxDOT, Fisher has earned a
solid reputation among the Environmental
Division and San Angelo District staff.

"I've had the pleasure of working with
Nancy Fisher when I was a water resource
specialist and now as a project manager. She
is conscientious, professional, and writes very

S ince I had the car keys and these two did not want to walk
back to San Angelo, they finally left the snake alone. We went
about our business and the rattler went about being a snake.'

- Nancy Fisher

good environmental documents," said Tom
Bruechert, Project Management Section
Field Area I supervisor.

"Nancy is extremely knowledgeable, thor-
ough and dedicated to doing the best job
possible. She is a delight to work with and
always goes the extra mile to get things done
right," said Melissa Gabriel, a water quality
specialist in the Natural Resources
Management Section.

"We have a large number of environmental
issues to deal with in this district, because of
the diversity of our geography. Nancy has a
background in biology, but has labored very
hard to become very versed in all of the non-
biological issues," said Fisher's supervisor,
George Herrmann. He is the San Angelo
District advanced highway design engineer.
"The level of competence that she exhibits in
all of the subjects that she deals with is far
greater than I would expect one person to

possess in such diverse and varied fields."
"In addition to her professional compe-

tence, Nancy is a very fun, positive, pleasant

person to be around. She exhibits a level of
care for those around her that we normally
associate with family or close friends, thus
upholding the ethic of the 'TxDOT Family'
by her own example. I believe that I speak for

all of her co-workers when I say that she is a
pleasure to work with," Herrmann said.

Away from the job, Fisher has a family
and hobbies to keep her busy.

Her husband, Lyndal, is a biologist in the
environmental section at Goodfellow Air
Force Base.

Daughter Erin is a sophomore at Angelo
State University, majoring (for the moment)
in kinesiology.

Travis, their son, is a junior at San

Angelo's Central High School, where he is a
member of the varsity swim team.

Fisher collects antique buttons, which she
describes as "little works of art - I collect
the ones with bugs and birds on them." She
is active in a variety of stitching crafts,
including quilting, sewing and knitting.
Fisher also enjoys hiking and bird watching. *
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Left: Jeffrey Sawyer makes a plea for sobriety at
the wrap-up assembly for the West Oso High School
"Shattered Dreams" program.

Above: Firefighters and emergency medical techni-
clans prepare a mock crash victim for emergency
transport.

Below:'The scene is realistically played out by fire-
fighters, emergency medical technicians, and even a
hospital transport helicopter In action.

Below left: Students react with concern and sorrow
as they watch the aftermath of the mock crash.
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Shattered Dreams awakens students
Continued from Page 1

and jail. The continuation of the drama was

realistic and sobering.
Student participants didn't go back to

class or home. They spent the evening and
night at a retreat. Films, speakers and group
discussions made the subject even clearer.
Then they wrote their letters.

At the assembly, student participants - all
volunteers, all student leaders - read letters
they had written to classmates or family
members. These letters were expressions of
things they would never get to say due to
their "death" as a result of the drunk driving
incident.

"Yesterday, we lost four of our best
friends," said Jeffery Sawyer. "We won't have
a chance to tell them how we feel, to have
them go to the prom with us, to play sports
with us, to graduate with us."

Teachers and volunteers quietly paced up
and down the aisles with tissues for tears that
fell silently on the cheeks of classmates.

"Mom, I'm so sorry that I didn't listen
when you tried so hard to make me realize
how important it is to use good judgment,"
added one of the girls.

Then three parents read letters to their
children. They too had been busy last night.

They wrote their child's obituary.
They pondered what you say in a letter to

a child whose life has been taken before it
has really begun.

As one mother told the group, "I had to
explain to your brothers and sisters what
happened to you. I had to think about funer-
al arrangements, about the fact that you
would not be there so I could be a part of
your wedding or to share in the birth of a
child. You were gone much too soon because
you didn't have the good sense not to ride
with someone who had been drinking.
Actually I was angry with you for not
remembering what I had tried so hard to
teach you."

N ever doubt that a
small group of

thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world.
Indeed, it's the only thing that
ever does.'

- Jeremy Jackson, West Oso High School graduate

Jeremy Jackson, whose brother Steven was

killed during spring break last year, tells the

assembly what it means to have a brother so

quickly taken from you.

Steven and his friend Charles were killed

by a drunk driver going the wrong way on

1-37. The driver's blood alcohol content was

nearly three times the legal limit. Jeremy and

Steven were both seniors when Steven was

killed.
Jeremy talked about graduation, about

memories and about regrets. He urged the

seniors of West Oso High School to make a

difference: "Change the world. It starts with
you the individual."

As the student volunteers slowly left the

stage and walked out of the auditorium, the

casket was pushed slowly behind them. On
the stage, two classmates sang "His Eye is on

the Sparrow." The assembly was over - the

message was delivered.

It was now up to the seniors to heed

Jeremy's challenge: "Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it's the only thing
that ever does. Yes, drinking and driving is a
big problem, but you guys can change that.
Make a difference." *
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"Spirit students" represent those who die In alcohol-related
crashes every year.

The "mock"
drunk driver s
questioned In
a realistic
scene acted by
a teal cop. I.

Photos by
Cliff Bost,
Corpus
Christi
District.

Texas 1999
Facts on Fatalities

Alcohol continues to be a significant contributor to traf-
fic fatalities and accidents in Texas. Of all traffic deaths,
28.4 percent were alcohol related. This percentage has
been as high as 40 percent in past years.

There were 998 people killed in alcohol-related acci-
dents. DWI-related vehicle deaths decreased by 5.7 per-
cent and the total number of traffic fatalities decreased by
1.6 percent.

Based on accident records, a fatal DWI has the highest
probability of occurring on a rural part of a U.S. and state
route between 2 a.m. and 2:59 a.m. and will most likely
involve a male driver, age 21.

One person was killed every 8 hours and 46 minutes.

One person was injured every 20 minutes and 34 sec-
onds.

One reportable accident occurred every 21 minutes and
8 seconds.

The month of April recorded the largest number of fatal
accidents involving DWI. There were 92 fatal accidents
and 109 persons killed.

There was a 15% increase in the number of DWI arrests
made by the Texas Highway Patrol over 1998. *

-Source: Texas Department of Public Safety

By Michelle Releford
Public Information Office

This powerful story of
Shattered Dreams is alive in
other parts of the state as well.

Many TxDOT districts
report involvement with this
popular anti-drinking and driv-
ing program.

"It was huge. This was awe-
some, I've never seen anything
to this extent," said Janelle
Gbur, Houston District public
information officer.

The event she saw was sever-
al years ago at a Houston high
school.

"My niece was one of the
walking dead. They painted
their faces white and they
couldn't talk to anybody in the
class," she said.

These students represented
youths who die in alcohol-relat-
ed accidents every year.

"My daughter was a fresh-
man when her school did it.
The kids really had never con-
nected with the reality of~what.
a real accident scene looks like,"
Gbur said.

The Houston District was so
impressed with the reaction of
the students, a video was made
for the schools in Houston to
use, so the event wouldn't have
to be re-organized "live" every
year.

Karen Peoples, traffic safety
specialist in the Lubbock
District, said the district has
participated in six Shattered
Dreams programs.

"The programs are imple-
mented mainly through
Department of Public Safety
and Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission since it involves a
lot of law enforcement, emer-
gency medical personnel, hospi-
tals, judges, etc.," she said.

The program eventually con-
tinues later in the year when
the mock drunk driver is tried
and sentenced.

"In some scenarios the
offender is arrested and pro-
cessed through the system and
sentenced to jail. Others get
zipped up in body bags. It is
quite impressive," said
Jacqueline Magill of the traffic
safety office in the Austin
District.

Patsy Rainwater-Maddux of
the San Angelo District has
brought this event to high
school and college students
through a video format.

"I'd recommend this video to
be added to a district's video
library for employees who make
safety presentations to teens. It
can make a great impact regard-
ing choices that can change
their lives," she said.

The video features a similar
idea in which an accident is "re-
lived" for four teens, pretending
that three of them die in an
accident and the driver lives.

"They visit the morgue,
observe videos of their parents
acting as if they have heard the
news that they had been killed
in a car wreck, and meet their
parents at the cemetery for a
mock funeral," she said.

The video is available
through AIMS multimedia,
(www.aims-multimedia.com).
The video is narrated by Leeza
Gibbons of Entertainment
Tonight and features an awar-
ness program for four Los
Angeles teens busted for drink-
ing.

: ecky Gutierrez, Laredo
District traffic safety specialist,
said she was involved in the
organization of a Shattered
Dreams program last year.

"I was a member of one of
the committees and attended
several of the meetings. The
program had a big impact in
the high school and the com-
munity," she said.

And Beto Juarez, safety offi-
cer for Laredo District, was
affected by just seeing the story
that aired on the Today Show.

"They called it '15 minutes.'
A person dressed as the Grim
Reaper goes from classroom to
classroom every 15 minutes to
announce the death of a student
and removes the child from the
class," he said.

Juarez then described a scene
identical to the Shattered
Dreams mock accident and fol-
lowing events.

"The student responsible for
the accident was convicted and
sentenced in an actual court-
room by an actual judge to 45

years in prison for ruining three
lives-two fellow students and
his own," he said.

"It was very touching and
very emotional from all the stu-
dents, staff, parents and viewers
(me)," he said.

And hopefully, sobering,
according to the philosophy of
the program. *
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Briefcase at rest area
. returned to speaking lion

TxDOT photo/Brownwood District

W.K. "Dub" Spencer

Kindness part of day's work
in Brownwood District

Texas Department of Transportation
employee W.K. "Dub" Spencer changed a
flat tire for me on Highway 377. I was
stranded with no cell phone and was delight-
ed when Mr. Spencer stopped to see if he
could help. He surveyed the situation and
was able to get all the necessary tools includ-
ing a metric lug wrench he borrowed from a
friend down the road. He diligently worked
and was able to get the flat off and the spare
on. I tried to pay him but he wouldn't accept
anything so I felt compelled to do some-
thing. That is why I am writing this letter.

After much reflection on the flat tire sce-
nario, I feel very fortunate to have met such a
caring man. My life has been enriched by the
experience. I'll bet this is normal fare for
him. I was blessed by his kindness and abili-
ties. I have renewed faith in what mankind
can do for each other. Anyone who meets
Mr. Spencer will be blessed. Although I
missed an important meeting I would do it
the same again just to meet Mr. Spencer.

Jim Rooney
Rochelle, Texas

Dub Spencer is the assistant maintenance super-
visor of McCulloch County in the Brownwood Dis-
trict.

Maintenance crew draws
praise for snow removal

We would like to commend the
Darrouzett maintenance personnel for the
excellent job in snow removal from our high-
ways in Lipscomb County. This crew worked
long hours in miserable conditions as they
removed the snow left from the snowstorm
the weekend of January 27-28.

We had the occasion to travel beyond
county lines only to find snow, ice and
unbladed roads in each direction. Lipscomb
County roads were the cleanest!

It is our understanding that the
Darrouzett maintenance personnel were
asked to help in removing snow in Ochiltree
County also.

Again, our thanks to Darrouzett mainte-
nance personnel for a job well done and
deeply appreciated.

Barbara and Charles Foster
Follet, Texas

This letter was received by Mark Peil, mainte-
nance supervisorfor Ochiltree-Lipscomb mainte-
nance ofice.

The purpose of this letter is to express
my sincere thanks to one of your
employees, Mr. Richard Hererra, who is

employed in the Van Horn area.
On Tuesday, Feb. 28, I lost a briefcase

at the Van Horn rest area on the way to
Monahans to give a presentation to the
Lions Club there. The briefcase had my
speech notes in it - nothing of real
value except to me. But Mr. Hererra,
who is obviously a man of principle and

integrity, took the initiative to take the
briefcase to the Van Horn Lions Club so
that it could be returned to me. It was. I
wish to commend Mr. Hererra for his
resourcefulness.

Texas DOT is most fortunate to have
such high-minded individuals in its
employment. Please convey my thanks to
him.

Frank Leroux
El Paso, Texas

Richard Herrerra worksfor Culberson
County Maintenance Office in the El Paso Dis-
trict.

xs

TxDOT photo/Fort Worth District

Paul Worlow Ill and Reggie Cromwell

Courtesy patrol rescues
lost woman out of gas

I am writing to commend Mr. Paul
Worlow III and Mr. Reggie Cromwell. I
cannot express my gratitude enough for
the service that was provided to me. It's
people like these men that keep me from
being afraid of the dangers of injury or
abuse on the highway.

I am not from Texas and I got myself
so lost after taking my brother to work.
Don't think I'm not embarrassed by the
way that must sound. These men provid-
ed me with the service I needed. Being
as afraid as I was, they put me at ease,
out of harm's way.

I had run out of gas and was lost at
the same time. Please let them know
how thankful I am and I am very proud
of the job they are doing. In today's soci-
ety it's hard to know whom to trust.
Please pass this along.

Sincerely,
Terilynn Hyatt

Hyatt was driving westbound on 1-20 at
Bryant-Irvin Road when Paul Worlow HI and
Reggie Cromwell assisted her. They are both
members of the Fort Worth Courtesy Patrol.

TxDOT photo/Yoakum District

Jennifer Bishop,
Ed Mossakowsid
and Epi Ruiz

Hospice staff expresses thanks
for helpful custom-made map

You would be pleasantly surprised, if only you
could hear the exclamations of delight and see
the smiles on the faces of my staff when I
showed them the map that your staff at the
TxDOT office in Victoria made for us. Jennifer
Bishop was very helpful and Ed Mossakowski
and Epi Ruiz did such a wonderful job in

putting together the ten-county area that

Hospice provides services for.
We take care of terminally ill patients in their

own homes and finding these homes is often

quite a challenge. We answer calls, make visits

daily and sometimes in the middle of the night
in different weather conditions. Having good
directions and safe roads enables us to serve our

patients and their families. Putting it simply, just
getting there is 80 percent of our job.

Thank you for the map and thank you for

keeping our roads in good condition, we rely on
them every day.

Enrica D. Miranda RN, BSN
Director of Nursing
Hospice of South Texas

Jennifer Bishop, Epi Ruiz, Ed Mossakowski are
employees of the Victoria Area Office in the Yoakum Dis-
trict.

TxDOT photo/Amanillo Distnct

Steve Smithi

Hard work by road crews during
winter storms receives praise

This area has just experienced one of the
wettest winter periods in recent years. I just
want to take this time to express my apprecia-
tion for our local TxDOT crew here in
Clarendon.

Steve Smith and crew did an outstanding job
of making our area roads as safe as possible dur-
ing the inclement weather periods. Without
their tireless dedication, the problems we
encountered would have been much more diffi-
cult to overcome.

Their dedication in performing their duties is
a fine example of the outstanding job your agen-
cy does to make our highways and roads safer
for all to use.

Richard Gribble
Clarendon, Texas

Steve Smith is the maintenance supervisorfor Donley
County in the Amarillo District.
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Archeologists hail cemetary project
By: JiDobbins .
Environmental Affairs Division

The Council of Texas Archeologists has
presented its first E. Mott Davis Award for
Excellence in Public Outreach to the
Freedman's Cemetery public outreach and
education team.Team members included
Ann Irwin and Nancy Kenmotsu of
Environmental Division's cultural resources
management section. The award also recog-
nized employees of Geo-Marine, Inc., the
Dallas African-American Museum, and
members of Black Dallas Remembered.

The award, presented in a ceremony at
Austin's Camp Mabry on April 6, recognizes
the public outreach efforts associated with
the Freedman's Cemetery project in Dallas,
part of the improvements to Central
Expressway (SH 75). Such efforts included a
curriculum package and museum exhibit
based on information gleaned from the pro-
ject, and a brochure and poster.

Work on the project began in the mid-
1980s. During a routine archeological and
historical study of the project area, TxDOT
staff realized that needed improvements to
Central Expressway would affect Freedman's
Cemetery. Over the next several years, staff
from'the Dallas District and Environmental
Affairs Division met regularly with state and
city officials and with citizens groups like
Black Dallas Remembered. Work at the
cemetery took place from 1990 through
1994.

John Kelly, now the San Antonio district
engineer, served as the project manager.

"We had about three years of negotiations
on exactly how the graves would be removed.
By the time the investigation began in the

TxDot Roundup
Childress administrator receives
Woman of the Year award

Vicky McBride, director of administration
of the Childress District, was presented the
Business Woman of the Year Award by the
Women's Council of Childress.

She is responsible for the administrative
sections of the district serving 13 counties
and 253 employees. She is working on her
master's degree in business administration
and teaches a course through Clarendon
College.

Mitigation bandng program earns
environmental.excellence award

During this year's Earth Day activities the
Federal Highway Administration presented
an honorable mention to TxDOT in the
"Wetlands, Water Quality and Ecosystems"
category.

The honorable mention recognizes the
department's mitigation banking program,
which involves both state and federal
resource and regulatory agencies on a mitiga-
tion banking review team. The banking pro-
gram allows the state to maintain and protect
native wetland areas in exchange, acre per
acre, for wetlands that must be altered during
a highway project.

"The mitigation banking program serves
our public and our environment well. I per-

spring of 1990, we had developed a close
working relationship with everyone involved
with the cemetery," Kelly said.

"Throughout the project, the Dallas
District provided immeasurable support to
the archeological excavation at Freedman's
Cemetery," said Ann Irwin, director of cul-
tural-resources management section.

An individual familiar with Freedman's
Cemetery Project Team, but not a team
member, nominated the project.

Nancy Kenmotsu, supervisor of the
Environmental Affairs Division's archeologi-
cal studies branch, was pleased by the
announcement.

"I think it is really exciting that a project
that we have been trying to go the extra mile
with has been recognized for those qualities,"
Kenmotsu said. "I am really pleased because
I think it is a very fine project and a team
effort."

"The educational committee is excited
about the award," said Karen Harry of the
Council of Texas Archeologists. "We need to
remember that it is important for archeology
to give something back to the public. The
Freedman's Cemetery Project was truly a
team effort that could not be accomplished
without any of the four groups participating."

Mamie McKnight represented Black
Dallas Remembered at the award ceremony.

"We want to express appreciation for the
teamwork done to accomplish this job.
TxDOT was willing to listen and provide the
resources for this project to succeed,"
McKnight said.

"This was an effort that took over a
decade from start to finish and opened our
eyes to a new way of doing things," Irwin

'

sonally would like to express my thanks to all
of those people with the department who are
responsible for the success of this program,"
said TxDOT Executive Director Wes Heald.

Childress Rotary Club
honors TxDOT employee

Childress Rotary Club chose design tech-
nician Randy Butler of the Childress District
as Employee of the Year. A Childress High
School graduate, he attended West Texas
State University. He is senior team leader for
a complex roadway and bridge design group
for the district. He has been instrumental in
the reconstruction of U.S. 287 through east
Childress, reconstruction of U.S. 287 through
Estelline, and has also completed a large
bridge replacement project over the Brazos
River.

TxDOT commended for
support of disabled workers

TxDOT is the top Texas agency to use the
services of people with disabilities.

For this, TxDOT was honored with an
achievement award for the overwhelming
support in the hiring of people with disabili-
ties by TIBH Industries (formerly Texas
Industries for the Blind and Handicapped.)

There are more than 2,500 disabled indi-
viduals working on numerous TxDOT con-

tracts throughout the department's 25 dis-
tricts around the state. The contract responsi-
bilities range from landscape maintenance,
maintenance of picnic and rest areas, tempo-
rary employment services, travel information
centers and administrative assistance.

According to TIBH Industries, since
1984, TxDOT has led the state in providing
employment for the disabled.

"We are proud of everything this depart-
ment does, and I think this exemplifies this
in a meaningful way," said John W. Johnson,
Texas transportation commissioner.

"There are many fine men and women
who make TxDOT what it is, and the
employees participating in this program
should be commended for their hard work."

Heritage celebration
Following the March issue of

Transportation News, we have have learned

that this year's celebration of African-
American heritage at Riverside campus in
Austin was not the first celebration of its
kind at TxDOT

Other such observances have been held in
years past at various offices in the depart-
ment's headquarters. There was no intention
on the part of anyone to ignore those who
planned and participated in the previous
heritage celebration.

-Editor

May 2001 9

'

TxDOT O
This Is a dog's head excavated from the
Reedanu Cemetery site and relntewed wiUt
the rest of the remains In he new location.

said. "This was a story that needed to be
told."

The Council of Texas Archeology is a pro-
fessional society comprising most archeolo-
gists in the state. The council is dedicated to
the preservation and conservation of the cul-
tural resources of Texas. The E. Mott Davis

Award recognizes cultural resource work that
advances public awareness and appreciation
of archeology. *
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Bryan's Brown sees
irtation News

'Wheel's' bright 1
May 2001

ights
By Laura Hensley
Bryan/College Station Eagle

Keri Brown is full of the game-show atti-

tude - a bright confident smile, a cheerful
personality and a ferocious desire to win at

all costs.
But it wasn't enough for the 22-year-old

Texas A&M University student and Texas

Department of Transportation executive

assistant in the Bryan District to walk away a

Wheel of Fortune winner.
Even though the bubbly Brown blanked

out on the show, which aired in April, and
won only $1,000, she still had fun, she said.

Her chance to win big happened early

during the show when she landed on the
"Jack Pot" prize with only four letters left in

the puzzle.
"The whole audience knew the puzzle but

I didn't," she said. "I made a fool of myself. I
couldn't think and I just didn't know it."

The audience groaned as she opted to take
another spin of the wheel. Brown chose a let-
ter - it wasn't there and she lost her turn.

The next contestant eagerly solved the

puzzle and eventually walked away with

$68,000.

nna came out and was

skinnier than ever and

Pat was there. I knew 1

wasn t going to crack.'

- Ken Brown

"Jack Sprat could eat no fat," the contes-

tant cheerfully chimed.
Brown said that phrase echoes in her mind

every day.
While growing up in the small town of

Axtell, near Waco, Brown watched Wheel of

Fortune religiously on her family's lone TV

set.
"I watched it a lot because there was noth-

ing else better to do," she said. "It was either

watch TV or be bored."
For most of her life, Brown watched

Wheel, often talking back to the screen and

shouting out answers to puzzles long before

contestants on the show had a clue. She

knew she could win if given the chance.

When she heard about auditions for the

program in Waco last spring, she jumped at

the opportunity to be on the show. She audi-

tioned for the game show last April with
hundreds of other hopeful contestants.

A host drilled them on puzzles and tested

their "game show attitudes."
"They were mainly seeing if you were

energetic and positive," she said. "They want-

ed to know if you would freeze under pres-

sure.
Brown passed the test and was eventually

selected be appear on the show.
Arriving on the set, the day of the taping,

she said she was calm, cool and ready to win.

"I had a strategy and I knew I would do
fine," she said. "Vanna came out and she was
skinnier than ever and Pat was there. I wasn't
going to crack."

Before taping, Brown practiced spinning
the wheel, which she said, is a lot heavier

Phot by Bobby Cowl

Ken Brown is an environmental technician in
the Bryan District who took a shot at game
show notoriety.

than it looks.
"It was a lot harder than I thought. I'm

wimpy and couldn't even get it to go all the

way around the first time I tried," she said.

During the game, host Pat Sajak chatted
with Brown about being a student at A&M

and she managed to solve one puzzle and
light up $1,000 on her scoreboard.

However, after taxes, she expects to receive

a check for about $930.
Although Brown can never return to be a

contestant on Wheel of Fortune, she has her

sights set higher. She is now working to
become a contestant on the game show Who

Wants to be a Millionaire.
"I know this is not my 15 minutes of

fame," she said. "I'm only 22. I know there
are bigger things in the future for me." *

Reprinted with permissionfrom the
Bryan/College Station Eagle.

Retirements
JUNE (1999)
Dallas District
Kenneth D. Powers
Engineering Specialist IV
38 years

MARCH (2001)
Houston Dstrict
Philip A. Ziegler
Engineering Specialist I
12 years

Waco District
Johnnie L. Jones
Engineering Specialist Ill
25 years

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
Janis W. Nore
Program Administrator I
31 years

APRIL (2001)
Amnrillo Disrict
Jim Day
Engineering Specialist Ill
38 years

Atlanta District
Marshall G. Cameron
Transportation Maint Tech V
33 years

Thomas 0. Campbell,
Transportation Maint Tech IV
19 years

Dallas District
Rayford Novy
Transportation Maint Tech IV
37 years

Houston District
David R. Dobson
Transp Maint Specialist I
28 years

Lufkin District
Wanda S. Wesch
Human Resources Officer Ill
29 years

Lubbock District
Eddie W. Lamp
Transportation Maint Tech IV
23 years

Pharr District
Bernabe "Benny" Contreras
Program Administration Ill
34 years

San Angelo District
Rodney E. Merritt
Maint Section Supervisor Ill
38 years

Kenneth R. Harrison
Maint Section Supervisor Ill
20 years

Tyler District
Billy J. Cooper
Program Administrator IIl
17 years

Environmental Division
Carol S. Caldwell
Administrative Technician IIl
18 years

MAY (2001)
Anmarillo District
Sue L. Geroux
Administrative Technician Ill
21 years

San Angelo District
Curtis A. Wyman
Purchaser II
20 years

In Memoriam
Anarillo District
Winfred M. Clem
Roadway Maint Supervisor IV
retired in 1989
died February 23, 2001

Atlanta District
Wylie B. Cannon
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1979
died February 29, 2001

Hubert Thomas
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1977
died February 6, 2001

Rickey D. Smith
Trans Maint Technician IV
died April 24, 2001

Beaumont District
Donald R. Cloud
Engineering Technician Ill
retired in 1998
died January 4, 2001

Millard P Lavine
Engineering Technician V
retired in 1976
died February 3, 2001

Leonard W. Weaver
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1986
died December 14, 2000

Bryan District
Merron V. Washington
Maintenance Technician II
retired in 1990
died January 3, 2001

Childress District
Truman A. Groves
Engineering Technician V
retired in 1974
died January 14, 2001

El Paso District
Max W. Moore
Engineer V
retired in 1974
died February 10, 2001

Isreal Velasco
Maint Construction Foreman
retired in 1972
died December 23, 2000

Fort Worth District
Hershel H. Boone
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1985
died November 17, 2000

Houston District
Bennie L. Jenness
Engineering Technician II
retired in 1973
died February 27, 2001

Walter B. Walthers Jr.
Engineer IV
retired in 1985
died December 27, 2000

Odessa District
Ben E. Muschalek
Engineer Technician V
retired in 1992
died February 8, 2001

Paris District
Henry B. Cunningham
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1976
died February 14, 2001

Pharr District
Pablo J. Escobedo
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1980
died January 21, 2001

Victoriano Huerta
Maintenance Technician IIl
retired in 1979
died January 25, 2001

Ruben P Lopez
Engineering Technician V
retired in 2000
died January 17, 2001

San Antonio District
Lloyd G. Baxley
Engineering Technician V
retired in 1991
died February 7, 2001

Waco District
Jim L. Hamilton
Maint Construction Foreman
retired in 1972
died February 25, 2001

WIchita Falls District
Lemuel B. Dean
District Engineer
retired in 1972
died March 17, 2001

Yoakum District
Holger M. Hansen
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1974
died March 16, 2001

Clinton A. Taylor Jr.
Engineer Technician IV
retired in 1995
died March 10, 2001

Victor E. Tryner
Engineer Technician IV
retired in 1976
died March 23, 2001

Monroe J. Von Minden
Maintenance Technician Ill
retired in 1985
died January 11, 2001

I
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High Five makes Texas highway history
By Montrose Cunningham
Dallas District

DALLAS - The state has let the costli-
est road project ever with the Dallas High
Five project, a five-level interchange at 1-635
and U.S. 75 in north Dallas.

The contract was awarded to H.B. Zachry
Construction Company Inc. of San Antonio
for $261 million.

The interchange was labeled the High
Five for two reasons: the interchange will
have five levels and a projected build-time of
five years.

"I think people, as they sit in traffic
longer, are beginning to realize that this
interchange is a necessity. If the trend of
future population and employment continues
to increase, it will be an economic nightmare

if we don't get this project complete," said
Larry Tegtmeyer, Dallas Northwest area
engineer, who will oversee the project.

About 500,000 vehicles travel through
that area daily. According to those traffic
counts, it is the busiest intersection in the
Dallas/Fort Worth area.

Pavement will span 591,000 square yards.
That's about the same as 100 football fields,
or one Texas Motor Speedway.

This project is also notable for its bold
incentive. While there will be a penalty of
$80,000 a day for every day the contractor
goes beyond the five-year deadline, there can
be a $32,000 bonus for every day up to 360
for finishing the project early.

Tegtmeyer said most of the construction
will occur at night when fewer motorists are

Daggs

Taking LBJ/Central to New Heights
www.DallasHlghFive.org

on the road. Transportation officials estimate
the congestion in that area costs the region

$320,000 a day in lost production.
"That's why such a large incentive is rea-

sonable in this case," Tegtmeyer said.
"One thing we've undertaken in this pro-

ject is to keep traffic moving and reduce con-
gestion."

Heavy construction should begin Jan. 2,
2002.

Service Awards
Ablene District
35 years
Elsie T. Reid
20 years
Daniel P Leonhard
5 years
Kellie J. Pierce
Fred V. Sanchez Jr.
Patti J. Watson

Amarillo District
25 years
Rita K. Butler
20 years
Roy D. McCoy
Tammy N. McWilliams
Thomas D. Wener
15 years
Kelli S. Navarrette

Atlanta Distrt
15 ye
David S. Cooper
Deborah L. Crenshaw
5 years
Robert E. Browning

An mct
40 years
Curtis E. Stabeno
30 years
Pamela M. Mikulencak
Henry J. Ward Jr.
20 years
Lonnie V. Doyle
John D. Jones
Frank Zapata
15 years
Ben M. Casey
10 years
Darcie A. Schipull

Beaumont District
15 years
David L. Bruno
Pauline Sharp
10 years
Agnes M. Prejean
5 years
Robert C. Carter

Brownwood District
10 years
Dannie R. Harrison

Bryan District
30 years
Patricia S. Jaster
20 years
Bonnie B. Loehr
James M. Robertson
Shelton S. Webb
15 years
Richard L. Krenek
George W. Smith
5 years
Daniel P Green
Joseph S. Tomek
Pablo J. Vargas Jr.

Childess District
20 years
Delbert W. Love
15 years
Andy L. Zarate
5 years
David Blanco
Alvin M. Jasper

Corpus Christi District
35 years
John W. Stewart
20 years
Laura B. Ashcraft
John E. Dippel Jr.
15 years
Robert R. Garza
Irenio Martinez
Juan M. Montano
10 years
James A. Kay
5 years
Jose L. Hernandez IIl
Michael J. Hill
Jeanine K. Jennings

Dallas District
as +
John F. Weatherly Jr.
30 years
James L. Blair Jr.
James L. Godwin
20 years
MeMn P Lusk
15 years
Jerry C. Boatwright
Timothy P Boleyn
Brenda J. Callaway
Bernard Fears Jr.
Patrick J. Haigh
Rhonda L. Schmid
James K. Selman
5 years
Stephanie B. Faber
James H. Morris
Clifford N. Titus

El Paso District
20 years
Mark C. Longenbaugh
15 years
Graciela Concha
5 years
Antonio I. Barron
Sergio R. Garcia
Jose Mendez

Fort Worth District
30 years
William D. Roy Ill
20 years
Terry L. Graves
15 years
Ronald J. Abemathie
Ben A. Asher
5 years
Mike B. Myers
Charles W. Patton

Houston District
35 years
Richard D. Pitts
30 years
Deanna K. Ivey
20 years
Larry R. Bowen
Billy S. Chance
Cynthia G. Gloyna
Fredrick L. Harris
Michael N. Murphy
Ruben Zapata
15 years
Angela L. Blake
Hao T. Bui
Charles W. Dawson Jr.
Jorge A. Garcia Duran
Terry L. Platt
Jeffery D. Thomson
10 years
Richard C. Knoblock
Dellanise Neblett
J. K. Rogers
Richard E. Wahrenberger
5 years
George A. Adodo
Shianne M. Blease-Staine
Cinnamon L. Dorsey
Lucille T. Lapaglia
Donald A. Marquise
Kimberly R. Nicholes
Enrique Sanchez

Laedo District
30 years
Macano S. Munoz Jr.
15 years
Fred R. Martinez

Lubbock District
30 years
Gerald W. Patton
25 years
Daniel G. Hemandez
Joe L. Lara
20 years
Adrian Madera
James R. Odom
Grady L. Simmons
15 years
Wiley G. Baker
Fred A. McCraw
David C. Perkins
Todd J. Thompson
10 years
Eula B. Self
5 years
William M. Barnett
Ronnie V. Long
Robert Reyes
Bryan A. Wilson

Lufkin District
25 years
Leslie F. Cameron
20 years
Jeffrey L. Weatherford
15 years
William L. Dhone
Rhonda K. Riggins
5 years
Bridget D. Roberts

Odessa District
20 years
Tommy D. Rejino
5 years
Joshua Aranda
Rayland E. Gipson
Eric J. Lopez
Naomi Ramirez
John P Struthers

Paris District
35 years
Robert J. Loven
20 years
Ali A. Esmailidoki
15 years
Steven R. Ekstrom
Gary D. Stone
Kevin W. Wilson
Mykol C. Woodruff
5 years
David L. Merritt
Michael P Murphy
Ernest Silva

Pharr District
20 years
Jose A. Luna
15 years
Toribio Garza Jr.
Jorge L. Ramirez
Omar Soto
5 years
Ricardo Rodriguez
Amy L. Rodriguez

San Angelo District
30 years
Walter G. McCullough
15 years
Celia Gonzales

San Antonio District
35 years
Gerald P Burell
Jesus C. Cuevas
20 years
Joseph A. Rohmer Jr.
Jimmy D. Sarabia
Dwayne S. Smith
15 years
Alberto Galan
Dave H. Gregory
Mark R. Mosley
Dan D. Pena
Lisa W. Rainosek
5 years
Serena S. Burrough
Kenneth R. Dirksen
Inez A. Gonzales

er Distct
15 years
Robert J. Hidalgo
Cheryl L. Tiner
Jimmy D. Williamson
5 years
Jimmy K. Baker
Herbert 0. Lyle
Leroy Washington

Waco District
15 years
Norman D. Hammons
John A. Lee
Sondra D. Shaeffer
5 years
Robert P White

Wichita Falls District
20 years
Doris A. Withington
15 years
Gary W. Adams
Kim C. Bryant
Christopher C. Ulbig
Linda R. Vanvacter
Jeffery W. Warren
Paul E. Wenzel
5 years
Kade A. Kimbrew

Yoaum District
20 years
William D. Barthels
Ervin E. Edwards
Michael J. Martinez
a years
Billy J. Biggerstaff

Audt Office
20 years
Owen Whitworth

Bridge Division
20 yeas
William R. Cox
Sylvia R. Medina

Civi lWghte Division
5 years
Dolores Guajardo

Construction Division
35 years
Vernie F. Swartz Jr.
30 years
George W. Reid Ill
20 years
Laura K. Benningfield
15 years
Frank Huerta Ill
5 years
Miguel A. Arellano
William E. Knowles

Contract Services Office
10 years
Marvin C. Stromberg

Design Division
20 years
Elizabeth Hilton

Finance Division
15 years
Earl G. Gatlin
10 years
Diana J. Birdwell

General Counsel Office
5 years
John J. Ingram Jr.

General Services Division
15 years
Scott D. Koczman
Blanche A. Stuard
10 years
Richard A. Johnson

Human Resources
Division
5 years
Anne B. Bowman
Billie F. Brooks

Information Systems
Division
15 years
Troy C. Bryant
10 years
Cindy W. Bordovsky Stone
V Denise Brown
Carol R. Campbell
Brian L. Kalstad

Motor Carrier Division
25 years
John T. Donovan
20 years
Philip E. Pettit
5 years
Drake S. Kirk

P cbnr fOWVm -u t9M 5 years
Amanda M. Martinez

Rig of Way Divieion
30 years
Nancy E. Johnson

rie -Opar ns Division 15 years
Carol T. Rawson

1ansporta.on Pimni..g &
Proganu d Division
15 years
Michelle L. Conkle
Wayne L. Wells

Travel Division
15 years
Dawn C. Bartholomew
Daniel K. Perrine
10 years
Grace A. Villanueva
5 years
Manuel F. Salinas

Vehicle Titles &
Registration Division
20 years
Calvin J. Morrow
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Showcasing transportation in Texas

TxDOT photo library

This roadside park was In Caldwell County at the junction of Highway 29 at Highway 3-A. It's
now the Intersection of U.S. 183 (was 29) and U.S. 90.

hI U 50., travelers
stopped at this tavel
off.. eI Texarkana.
Modern travel bureaus are
ca n" traw" e b rm smo
centers.

TxDOT photo library

This handy flamethrower
was fabled "weed killing
device" back In the early
1960s.

TxDOT photo library

in 1963, pavement was
smoothed with this type of
roller. Modern rollers have
more safety features and
operators are required to
wea reproved personal
protective equipment, such
as hari hats.

TxDOT photo library

12 May 2001

Calendar

MAY
9-10 Developing & Managing Performance Based

Contracts, Austin, GSD
11 Basic Legal Principles in Public Purchasing,

Austin, GSD
14-15 Improving Procurement Image Through Cost

Savings, Austin, GSD
28 Memorial Day (holiday)
31 Commission Meeting, Austin

JUNE
4-7 Research Management Committee Meeting,

CST
4-8 17th Annual Intemal Audit Conference, Austin,

AUD
5-6 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
7 Texas Turnpike Authority Board Meeting, El

Paso, TTA
19 Emancipation Day (holiday)
20-22 2001 Traffic Operations Conference, San

Antonio, TRF
28 Commission Meeting, Austin

JULY
4 U.S. Independence Day (holiday)
5 Texas Turnpike Authority Board Meeting,

Austin, THA
10.11 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
10-12 PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Odessa,

CST
16-19 Information Systems Conference, Austin, ISD
24-26 PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Austin,

CST
26 Commission Meeting, Laredo
31-8/2 PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Corpus

Christi, CST

AUGUST
2 Texas Tumpike Authority Board Meeting,

Austin, TTA
78 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
7-9 PMIS Visual Rater Certification Class, Austin,

CST
9-10 Revenue Generating Contracts, Austin, GSD
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Gallery is open to transportation-related photographs from TxDOT employees and retirees. To submit

non-returnable photos for consideration in Gallery, please contact Michelle Releford via e-mail or at 512-463-8609.
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