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'One doesn't have to look - or drive - far to see
that Texas has a transportation problem.'

- TEXAS HOUSE RESEARCH ORGANIZATION

Show us the money!
TxDOT wants more funding for critical highway projects in new fiscal year
By Usa Trow
Public Information OfficeW ile the past fiscal year gave

TxDOT groundbreaking accom-
plishments to celebrate, the new

fiscal year brings renewed challenges in
funding for critical highway projects,
agency leaders say.

Among the agency's significant accom-
plishments is its record $3 billion in con-
tract lettings in fiscal year 2000, up from
$2.1 billion in fiscal year 1999. This is the
largest letting in the history of the depart-
ment and was accomplished without any
increase in TxDOT staff.

In addition, TxDOT met its perform-
ance goals as set forth in the agency's
strategic plan. Meeting these goals allowed
TxDOT, through provisions in Article IX
of the General Appropriations Act, to
reward its "key, high-performing employ-
ees" with enhanced compensation awards,
distributed last month, said Cathy J.

Williams, assistant executive director for
support operations.

"We have always taken great pride in
overseeing one of the nation's, indeed the
world's premier state highway systems,"
Williams said. "TxDOT's accomplish-
ments and successes during that year were
only possible as a result of the hard work,
tenacity and dedication of our employees."

TxDOT employees may work hard and
accomplish much together, but the
TxDOT family continues to face signifi-
cant financial worries.

With a $4.3 billion annual budget,
TxDOT oversees the largest state highway
system in the country, but its budget ranks
37th among states in state highway expen-
ditures per capita. Texas is second to
California in daily vehicle miles traveled
on a state system.

At current funding levels, the depart-
ment can address about 36 percent of the
state's identified transportation needs.

"This situation is compounded by the
increasing use of the state highway sys-
tem," Williams said. Vehicle miles traveled
in Texas are increasing at a rate 16 times
faster than lane miles can be added, which
creates the need for more highway con-
struction and maintenance projects.

Texas Transportation Commission
members have characterized the funding
situation as a crisis to Texas lawmakers.
Member Robert L. Nichols cited the fol-
lowing statistics in recent testimony to a
state House Appropriations subcommittee:

A significant portion of the state's
79,000-mile highway system is nearing the
end of its 30- to 40-year life expectancy.

A fourth of the Interstate highways
in the state's urban areas are at 95 percent
of their traffic capacity at a time when the
state's economic growth is attracting more
industry into the state.

During the past 30 years, traffic has

See CHALLENGES, Page 4
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Straight Talk,

Streamlining the contract process
Updated document saves work time for employees handling increased letting

ile TxDOT has reason to cele-
brate its record $3 billion in con-
tract letting for the last fiscal year,

the Design and Contract Services divisions
and TxDOT's districts have been procuring
more engineering services with the same
amount of full-time employees.

One way to manage this is to expedite the
contracting process. In
an effort to do this, we
have designed stream-
lined engineering con-
tracts.

The contracts are
now divided into con-
tracts with work
authorizations and
contracts without work
authorizations. The
same form is used no

Jennifer Soldano matter how the engi-
neering firm is paid.

The key to the successful use of these con-
tracts is understanding their configuration.
The new form combines some paragraphs,
separates others, and simplifies the entire
document. The contract is divided into three
parts: the body, Attachment A, and all the
other attachments.

The reorganized contract saves work time
because employees no longer have to read the
entire contract each time they work with it.

e reorganized contract
saves work time because
employees no longer have

to read the entire contract every
time they work with it.

The body of the contract retains the cen-
tral elements of the previous document: what
is going to be built, who is going to pay for
it, and who is going to do what. This shrinks
that portion to four and five pages, depend-
ing on the contract type.

There are two types of contracts and one
for non-work authorization contracts.

The payment portions were rewritten to
be as clear as we could make them. Though
they don't represent a change in policy, the
extent that TxDOT has negotiation room
may surprise some employees.

The costs may not exceed the rates in the
contract fee schedule. Employees should note
that for the cost plus fixed fee contracts, pay-
ment is based on authorized costs, not actual
costs. Authorized costs are those costs that
the contract manager negotiated.

The use of authorized costs fulfills the
two-step process required by the Professional
Services Act, Government Code, Chapter
2254. The first step under the Act is to

select the most highly qualified engineering
firm. The second step is to negotiate a fair
and reasonable price.

In the rare case that the district wants the
authorized costs to be the "actual costs," such
as a lump sum contract, then the fee schedule
should list "authorized costs" as actual.

Other significant changes include deleting
references to Form 132. The Finance
Division advises that Form 132 is not needed
and should not be used if a contractor sub-
mits an invoice.

Another provision establishes the insur-
ance limits at the lower Form 20.102
requirements unless the contract involves
bridge inspections or other work on right of
way.

If a contract manager needs to modify a
standard form, please contact the Consultant
Contract Office (CCO) in Design Division
for approval. CCO will coordinate with
CSO.

These form contracts can be found on the
Contract Services Office (CSO) Web page at
http://crossroads/org/C SO/standardcon-
tractforms.htm page under "Standard
Contract Forms."*

Jennifer Soldano is director of the Contract
Services Offices.

Transportation News is published for employ-
ees and retirees of the Texas Department of
Transportation. Contents do not necessarily
reflect the official views of TxDOT. Published
by the Public Information Office, 125 E. 11th,
Austin, TX 78701-2483. Circulation: 17,850
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SEPTEMBER 2000
4 Labor Day (holiday)
5-7 Environmental Coordinators Meeting, Austin, ENV
7-8 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
13-14 NIGP Seminar: Contract Administration, Austin, GD
19-21 2000 "How To" ATSSA Conference, Montgomery, TRF
20 NIGP Seminar: How to Write RFPs, Dallas, GSD
21-22 NIGP Seminar: Contract Administration, Dallas, GSD
26 Commission Meeting, Austin

OCTOBER 2000
4-5 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
4-5 District Equipment Supervisors Meeting, Austin, GSD
9 DE/DD/OD Meeting, College Station, ADM
9-11 "Partnership for Sustainability, A New Approach to Highway

Materials," Houston, CST
11-13 NIGP Seminar: General Public Procurement, Houston, GSD
12 NIGP Seminar: How to Write RFPs, San Antonio, GSD
13 NIGP Seminar: How to Process and Evaluate Bids, San

Antonio, GSD
1-19 NIGP Seminar: CPPB/CPPO Review, Austin, GSD
21 NIGP Seminar: CPPB/CPPO Exam, Austin, GSD
23-25 Texas Vegetation Management Assoc. Annual Conference,

College Station, MNT
24-27 Project Management Course, Corpus Christi, TRF
26 Commission Meeting, Austin

NOVEMBER 2000
1-3 State Roadeo Competition & APM Meeting, Waco, 0CC
8 NIGP Seminar: Specification Writing, San Antonio, GSD
9-10 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
9-10 NIGP Seminar: Contracting for Services, San Antonio, GSD
11 Veteran's Day (holiday)
14 Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA
15-17 NIGP Seminar: Intermediate Public Procurement, Houston,

GSD
16 Commission Meeting, Austin
23 Thanksgiving Day (holiday)
24 Day after Thanksgiving Day (holiday)

Got news?

Did your district newsletter run a
story you think other TxDOT employees
would enjoy reading? Do you know of a
co-worker with an interesting hobby?
We want your story ideas. To con-
tribute, Contact your district public infor-
mation officer. He or she can pass it
along to us. Or you can contact
Executive Editor Tim Cunningham by
phone at (512) 463-8955.

Submission info
Photos and copy (articles, columns

and letters) must be submitted by the
second Friday of the month in order to
appear in the most current issue of
Transportation News.

District employees should discuss
potential submissions with their district
PlO.

Photos and copy should be sent as
e-mail attachments to BALLISO. Copy
should be sent as Microsoft Word files.
Photos must be sent as bitmap orjpeg
files.
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A Day In The Life
I.

Helping employees help themselves
More adviser than 'auditor,' Odessa's Lynnerd Byrd enjoys working with people

Ever been in the break room having a
cup of coffee with some of the other
folks from your section and have one

of the auditors walk up?
What happens? Everybody immediately

clams up.
Why? Because nobody likes auditors.
Yeah, don't give me that "Who, me?"

protest of phony innocence. You know you
don't like auditors.

And it's not anything that auditors have
done to deserve this reaction. It's our own
guilty consciences that make us act this way
- whether we really have anything to hide
or not.

Lennerd Byrd, the Odessa District inter-
nal review analyst (district auditor), verified

this for me awhile
back when I spent
some time trailing
him.

"It always amazes
me," Byrd said, "when
I observe district
employees talking

with Glen Larum
(Odessa public infor-
mation officer). I
mean, they really open

BoI . IJII3 .I3 up. Then the minute I
walk up and join the
group, everybody stops

talking," he said. "But I really know they're
just teasing me."

In the districts, employees feel like the
internal review analyst works for the district
engineer and is, therefore, a management spy.
(Here in Austin, at the headquarters level, we
pretty much feel the same way about Owen
Whitworth and his group.)

"I always tell them I report to the DE,"
Byrd said. "I work for you."

So, to go along with that theme, Byrd has
developed an informal public relations plan
to promote the kinds of services auditors
offer.

"The first thing I do is point out to
employees two things," he explained. "I
remind them of the things they're supposed
to be doing, and then I ask them if they're
doing it the best way they can.

"I'm just another set of eyes trying to get
employees to consider other ways of doing
business that might be more efficient and
effective," Byrd said. "My job is to keep
employees out of trouble so the DE doesn't
get into trouble."

Byrd doesn't just point out deficiencies and
make recommendations, he also makes sug-
gestions, based on his professional opinion,
that are non-binding. "They can benefit
from my years of experience, or they don't
have to take my advice," he said.

The bottom line, Byrd said, is that he
wants to leave employees with something
useful when he finishes the audit, not just a
document that says everything's in compli-
ance.

For example, he just developed a budget
desktop guide to help managers plan and

Q
2.

Odessa District internal review analyst Lynnerd Byrd says helping other district employees
improve the way they work is the 'greatest joy' of his job as auditor.

manage their budgets. "I wanted to demysti-
fy the systems so managers could manage
more effectively," Byrd said. "If they know
how the systems work, then they can see
where their money is going and manage their
budgets themselves."

Byrd shoots a big hole in the myth that
audits come out of nowhere to the complete
surprise of those involved. He develops his
audit plan in several ways.

One source of ideas is audit summaries
disseminated by the Audit Office. "I get an
idea of what's going on around the state,"
Byrd said, "and I check to see if there's a
statewide trend we should look into."

His district engineer will also have areas
for Byrd to review, and he also checks with
area engineers and district directors to see if
they have areas of concern. Periodically, Byrd
conducts risk assessments/analyses of each
district function to see if there's something
that if left unattended would negatively affect
the traveling public.

About half his time is spent on district
engineer and staff concerns and the other
half on a legislatively mandated audit plan.

"It all boils down to helping people," Byrd
said, "which is my greatest joy. I get to help
people every day.

"I may be a bit prejudiced," he continued,
"but I think TxDOT is the best state agency
in the whole country. Our roads look great,
and we have great people working here who
really care about what they do."

All in all, Byrd, who has been in public
service all of his professional life, said there's
not one day that he hasn't looked forward to
coming to work in the seven and a half years
he's been with TxDOT.

Born in San Antonio but raised in Dallas,
Byrd attended Texas A&M University on
scholarships from the U.S. Army and the
Dallas Chapter of the American Institute of

Architects.
"I always loved school," he said, "from the

first grade on up. My mother and grand-
mother drilled into me at an early age that
education was one of the most important
things in life."

After graduating with a bachelor's degree
in building construction, Byrd was commis-
sioned as a second lieutenant with the
Army's Ordnance Branch. His 12 years on
active duty took him to places like Hawaii,
Colorado, Maryland, Germany and Texas
with assignments like platoon leader, compa-
ny commander and test officer.

"I had two tours of duty in Texas," he said.
"I served as platoon leader for a Patriot
Missile battalion at Fort Bliss, and I finally
got an assignment at Fort Hood as a test
officer for the Testing and Experimentation
Command (TEXCOM)."

I would like to say that Byrd and I are old
Army buddies because we were at Fort Hood
at the same time, but it's a big place and,
unfortunately, our paths never crossed until
now. He was too busy designing the testing
and implementation plan for the Army's pal-
letized load system, which the Army did
adopt after Byrd's separation.

"What I miss most is being around sol-
diers," he admitted. "I learned so much from
them about being a good leader."

Byrd migrated to Odessa because his wife,
Debra, is a native and moved the family there
while he was finishing his tour at Fort Hood.
Debra, who is now an assistant junior high
school principal, was teaching when Byrd
landed a job at the district as a construction
inspector.

"After about six months, I started doing
some drafting and then highway design,"
Byrd said, "because they found out about my
construction background. Then Marshall

U See BYRD, Page 15
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Rash of earthquakes shakes Amarillo
District employees check for bridge damage following August tremors
By Tonya Detten
Amarillo District

The earth moved for hundreds of
Amarillo residents Aug. 17 during the
strongest of several earthquakes to hit the
area that month.

Even minor quakes are a concern to
TxDOT because of the potential for damage
to an area's infrastructure, district officials
said.

The earthquake, which measured 3.9 on
the Richter scale, was felt at 8:08 p.m.,
according to the National Earthquake
Information Center (NEIC) in Denver.

"At first, I thought it was our neighbor
plodding down the stairs," said Cherise
DeLong, a TxDOT employee who lives in
an apartment in southwest Amarillo.

"I realized in a split second that it was
more than the neighbor. The walls were
shaking and our pictures flopped away from
the wall. It was wild."

The NEIC listed the earthquake as a
minor one that shouldn't cause any damage,
but TxDOT bridge inspector James Ford
isn't taking any chances.

"We can't afford not to look at the bridges
near the epicenter and make sure there isn't
any visible damage to our bridges."

After a series of five recent minor earth-
quakes, Ford did a visual inspection of the

Amarillo District bridge Inspector James ForI sho
NBC affiliate what he Is looking for when he Insp
TxDOT crews checked for damage to bridges n-w
ter of a cluster of small quakes In August.

structures. "Last night's quake was the
strongest one yet," Ford said. "So I'm going

to look at them again.
Ford remembers seeing photos of col-

lapsed bridges after the San Francisco earth-
quake a decade ago. "I'm primarily checking
the bents and abutments for cracks. That's
where the San Francisco bridges were dam-

aged," he said.

According to NEIC
records, 80 of the 1,500
bridges in San Francisco
received minor damage; 10
required temporary supports;
and 10 were closed because
of major structural damage
that occurred during the
1989 earthquake.

The San Francisco -
Oakland Bay Bridge col-
lapsed, killing one person.

Damage to the area's
transportation system was
estimated at $1.8 billion. It
doesn't look like TxDOT has
to worry for now.

ws AmaulIo's "I don't expect to find any
ects a bridge. damage, but I'm looking
the epicen. carefully," Ford said.

It is common for small
quakes to occur in clusters,

which is likely what is happening in
Amarillo, NEIC geophysicist Brian Lassige
told the The Amarillo-Globe News.

"They often occur in swarms," he said.
"It's hard to say how long it will last, but
because this one was part of a swarm, I
wouldn't be surprised if there are some
more." *

CHALLENGES
Continued from Page 1

tripled on all roads when measured in daily
vehicle-miles traveled.

"One doesn't have to look - or drive -
far to see that Texas has a transportation
problem," observes an Aug. 3 focus report by
the state House Research Organization. The
report bears the title, Highway Funding:
Toward a New Fiscal Roadmap.

According to the report, "In many parts of
the state, more and more vehicles are rolling
down congested highways or down roads in
need of upgrading and expansion."

Newspapers such as the El Paso Times
have worried publicly about the long-term
effect an aging, crowded highway system will
have on the state's economy. Some newspa-
pers have touted the efforts of grassroots
organizations such as Tex 21 to lobby law-
makers for a solution. Tex 21 is a group of
city and county officials concerned about
transportation issues.

The El Paso newspaper cites a recent
move by Dell Computer Corp. to relocate
10,000 employees from Austin to Tennessee
because of traffic congestion as an example of
the economic impact of highway funding
shortfalls.

"Thus, economic development is at stake
and properly managed growth hangs in the
balance," the newspaper said in a recent edi-
torial.

Another challenge facing the agency is the
recruitment and retention of employees,
especially in crucial areas such as engineer-

ing and information technology positions.
The state's growing economy and tight labor
market aggravate an already serious situation,
Williams said.

"In order to meet these many challenges,
TxDOT intends to continue maximizing
available funding through innovative pro-
grams and partnering, and also must priori-
tize key needs. We must continue to search
for ways to stretch the taxpayers' dollars,"
Williams said. "Also, we will continue to
work with other federal, state and local gov-
ernments in order to accomplish the depart-
ment's goals and mission."

TxDOT's hope for easing some of its
funding difficulties lies with the 77th Texas
Legislature, which convenes in January 2001
in Austin.

Transportation Commission members
likely will sponsor another attempt to address
the issue of higher salaries for TxDOT
employees. Last session the Legislature
approved a $1,200 across-the-board annual

salary increase for state employees.
"The Commission has made it clear that it

will once again pursue every available oppor-
tunity to see that TxDOT salaries are more
competitive," said Coby Chase, director of
the agency's Legislative Affairs Office. "The
Transportation Commission has a history of
being the first and most persistent force in
that debate each session."

The agency also is looking at new funding
options. One such option involves methods
of project delivery beginning with the financ-
ing all the way through to completion, Chase
said. Besides recapturing fuel tax dollars so
they can be put back to use for transporta-
tion purposes, there are a growing number of
debt financing proposals that have emerged.
Moving from the traditional "pay-as-you-go"
approach will take careful planning, he said.

Another important issue during the leg-
islative session will be the outcome of a
TxDOT performance review by the state
comptroller's office, "especially when it is bal-
anced against the many innovative successes
the department has already implemented in
recent years," Chase said.

No matter how TxDOT fares in the leg-
islative session, however, the agency's leaders
said they are confident that TxDOT employ-
ees will continue to build and maintain the
"first-rate transportation systems" they have
provided to Texans for more than 80 years,
Williams said.

"With this strong background, I feel con-
fident that we can conquer the challenges
that lie ahead," she said. *
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"With this
strong
background,
I feel
confident that
we can
conquer the
challenges
that lie
ahead."

- Cathy J. Williams
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DEMOCRACY'S SPOKESMAN
TxDOT federal analyst invited to Ukraine to share expertise
By Lisa Trow
Public Information Office

deral analyst David Soileau's work
with TEA-21 earned him an invitation
this summer to address local leaders in

the former Soviet republic of Ukraine.
Soileau represented the International

Republican Institute at a conference in Kyiv,
Ukraine, on June 22-23. The conference,
titled "Regions and the Center: Ways to
Harmonize Their Interests," was sponsored
by the Institute for Reforms, an independent
Ukrainian analytical center and "think-tank"
promoting economic reforms to further the
development of openness and democracy in
Ukraine.

The International Republican Institute is
a nonprofit and nonpartisan organization
that works to enhance America's global eco-
nomic opportunities by advancing democracy
worldwide.

IRI conducts programs tailored to the
needs of pro-democracy activists in more
than 30 countries and includes, for example,
grassroots political organizing, campaign
management, polling, parliamentary training,
judicial reform and election monitoring. The
institute is funded through individual contri-
butions and the federal government.

IRI officials became aware of Soileau's
work with federal highway funding legisla-
tion known as TEA-21 by Monica Kladakis,
a former member of U.S. Rep. Tom Delay's
office in Washington, D.C., who handled
appropriations. Kadakis left DeLay's office
to become program director for Russia at
IRI. "When IRI was looking for someone
from a state who worked with our Congress,
Monica suggested me out of our experience
together on TEA-21," Soileau said.

LAO Director Coby Chase is pleased with
IRI's recognition of Soileau's effectiveness in
dealing with TxDOT's interest in federal
issues, he said.

"What David organized for Texas was
impressive enough on its own. But being
asked to teach a new democracy what it takes
to make the system work is quite an honor.
They were in good hands with David,"
Chase said.

Gretchen Birkle, IRI's program director
for Ukraine, accompanied Soileau on the
trip. Vadim Naumov, a program officer for
IRI, served as constant companion and trans-
lator for Soileau. Naumov interpreted for
Soileau during the two-day conference.

The first day of the conference focused on
finding ways to increase cooperation and har-
mony between the Ukrainian central govern-
ment and the country's oblasts (states) and
local governments. It began with a speech by
Ukraine Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko
on a general strategy for cooperation between
the central government and the regions of
Ukraine.

Other panelists addressing related subjects
included First Vice Prime Minister Youiy
Yekhanurov; Oleh Dyomin, chairman of the
Union of Ukrainian Leaders; Finance
Minister Igor Mityukov; and Kyiv Mayor
Olexandr Omelchenko.

Soileau opened the second day of the con-
ference, during which participants concen-

LAO federal analyst David Solleau poses in front of th
reconstucted Zoloti Vorota (Golden Gate), the gatewa'
to the 7th century walled city that became Kyiv. Solle
addressed local leaders at a Kyiv conference last June
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Chernihiv, another old
city in Ukraine, where he
viewed a memorial to the
victims of the explosion
at nearby Chernobyl.

The Ukrainians
Soileau encountered were
"wonderfully friendly
and full of life," he said.
"There were usually
many young people on
the streets and they
looked like young people
everywhere - same
clothes, everyone has a
cell phone, et cetera."

Soileau may have
imparted useful informa-
tion about how local
leaders can work with

The Teachers' Club In Kylv, Ukraine, was the site of a conference
at which TxDOT federal analyst David Solleau spoke. Solleau was
Invited to speak because of his work on TEA 21.

trated on ways in which state and local offi-
cials can most effectively make their case for
greater assistance and support from the cen-
tral government.

Soileau was told many of the participants
learned much from his presentation.

Although I was being very basic, however,
I was told that my presentation was pitched
above the heads of many local officials,
though the members of Parliament found it
very useful," he said.

Soileau was more pleased with the out-
come of a question and answer session with
local officials. Most of the questions Soileau
said he fielded sprang from his audience's
political culture, steeped for centuries in the
influence of a strong central power, either the

their central government, just as he did with
the passage of TEA-21, but he said he also
learned something from his hosts.

"I learned how strong and deep the desire
for personal liberty and individual rights
must be to keep struggling to the surface,
despite centuries - millennia - of feudal
tradition in which all rights are bestowed by
the central government," he said.

"It's an exciting time to be a young
Ukrainian working against almost over-
whelming political and economic odds to
create a democratic, economically viable
nation." *
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czar or post revolutionary govern-
ments led by Stalin, and strong
local leadership, even the leader
of local organized crime. "Several
questions involved the roles of
bribery and thuggery in lobby-
ing," Soileau said. "One memo-
rable question was if lobbyists in
the U.S. ever worked together as
a group to cut an individual lob-
byist out of the lobbying busi-
ness.

At the end of the second day,
several of the local officials who
attended the question and answer
session suspended their singing
and drinking at the concluding
reception in order to toast
Soileau. "Ukrainians appear to be
very big on making toasts and it

appears to be a very important
ritual."

Soileau had comfortable
accommodations at the Ukrainia
Hotel on a tree-lined boulevard
just a block away from the main
thoroughfare of the city of Kyiv,
where the conference was held.
With his escort, Birkle, Soileau
sampled the local cuisine and had
time to do a little sightseeing,
including trips to St. Sophia and
St. Michael cathedrals, and the
Golden Gate, the restored gate-

e way to the 7th century walled

mu city that was Kyiv.
Soileau also traveled to.e

a
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FIGHTING AIR POLLUTION

Fort Worth employees reducing emissions by cycling, car pooling
By Susan Williams
Fort Worth District

In the 100-degree Texas summer days
when few folks even want to venture outside,
employees at the TxDOT Fort Worth
District complex are arriving to work by
bicycle, on foot and by car pool.

Fort Worth District employees are
encouraged to seek alternatives to single-
occupant vehicle travel on Ozone Watch
Days by using public transportation, car
pools, telecommuting and other alternatives
through the districts' Employee Trip
Reduction Program.

This program can reduce the amount of
money employees spend on transportation
insurance. More importantly, it will improve
the quality of air that is breathed in each day,
said District Engineer Steve Simmons.

"I cannot over emphasize the point that
this district must take positive steps to reduce
employees' trips or use alternate modes of
transportation to work," Simmons said. "I
think TxDOT's Fort Worth District should
lead by example by showing how serious we
are about keeping our air clean."

District employees who take part in the
program are helping to reduce the unhealthy
level of ozone, which in the Dallas-Fort
Worth region is mostly produced by on-road
mobile sources. This level has increased
sharply with continued population growth in
the area.

The Environmental Protection Agency
ranked the Dallas-Fort Worth region as an
ozone nonattainment area for violating feder-
al air quality requirements.

Members of the public and private busi-
ness sectors in Dallas-Fort Worth must work
together to improve air quality in the region,
Simmons said.

The Fort Worth District Office has taken
measures for years to implement programs to
combat the endless environmental issues
faced in the district.

Since 1992, effective district-wide pro-
grams have included Don't Drive Alone Day,
designated Ozone Days, Try Transit Week
and most recently the Employee Trip
Reduction Program.

The district's voluntary Employee Trip
Reduction Program already has shown favor-
able results this ozone season, May 1 - Oct.
31. As of July 2000, the 147 participating
employees have reduced their number of trips
to work by 1,756 total trips.

Employees have shown interest in all of
the previous programs, but the Employee
Trip Reduction Program, initiated in May
has shown significant participation.

"I have always participated in the Ozone
Alert program because I want to do my part
to help keep our air clean," said transporta-
tion funding administrator Mary Hobson.

Some employees said they have become
convinced that their participation in the pro-
gram does help reduce pollution, and that it's
their duty to help make an impact.

"When I looked at a single trip it did not
seem such a big deal. But then looking at the
bigger picture and the multitude of trips that
I could eliminate, I did not have the same
frame of mind," said Chuck Stiles, a district

En

Sonia Whitehead, environmental specialist, diving, and May Hobson, transportation funding
ad uintato,, share a ride to work at the Fort Worth District as part of the district's Employee
Tibp Reduction Progamn.

y r

Ird Willammee, district material engineer,.0
bike 2.2 miles to his office and 2.2 mIles back h
saving gas end money each work day.

warehouse employee who carpools each work
day.

The district has implemented an award
incentive for employees who participate in
worksite trip reductions, adding compressed
work schedules as an option.

"The compressed work schedule has defi-
nitely caused participant numbers to escalate,
showing an even larger increase for the
month of July," said Donna Fowler, trans-
portation funding assistant.

"I would say that the award incentive

4~ think TxDOT's Fort
Worth District
should lead by

example by showing how
serious we are about

keeping our air clean.'

- District Engineer Steve Simmons

made a difference to my participa-
tion in the Employee Trip
Reduction Program, although I
have been commuting by bicycle
since early fall last year," said dis-
trict materials engineer Richard
Williammee.

Employee participation forms
are documented, then reviewed in
the Public Transportation Office.

Ides his Participants obtain small prizes,
ome recognition in area publications

and even incentive award time off
for their voluntary actions in the

Employee Reduction Program.
"I think that our employees are really try-

ing to reduce the number of vehicles at our
work site," Fowler said. "Of course it helps to
earn time off, but also they realize the impor-
tance of why TxDOT is encouraging this
program and that is to help clean the air in
our region."*
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Austin wrestles massive road closures
Award-winning bridge makes way for $88-million interchange reconstruction
By Christopher Bishop
Austin District

The only thing that gets more attention
than a wreck in rush hour is a road block. To
avoid problems with the former, the Austin
District is doing plenty of the latter.

The district is closing Interstate 35 about
12 times in three months for construction
projects on both sides of the capital city. It
started on the south side of town at
Woodward Street on Aug. 4-6, and Aug.
11-14. The bridge over the interstate was too
short to allow expansion of the freeway as
part of the $88-million reconstruction of the
Ben White Boulevard interchange.

Demolition crews brought the 13-year-old
box beam bridge down, cleared away the rub-
ble, and reopened the freeway on the first
weekend.

The Woodward Street bridge was built in
just 90 days in 1987 and won a Texas Project
Award as a result. Construction crews will
repeat the feat, and re-open the new bridge
in the same time frame.

The second weekend at Woodward Street
was devoted to replacing a drainage culvert
that crossed under the main lanes.

Further north, at US 290 East, crews have
been adding high-flying direct connect
ramps to speed traffic going from one road
to the next. Hoisting the beams over the
main lanes, and road surface construction will
prompt traffic detours as well.

Unlike the closure at Woodward Street,
the detours at US 290 will have a rippling
effect on traffic from the heart of downtown
Austin out four miles north to Rundberg
Lane.

Figuring out how to move traffic around
the work zone is creating one of the most
difficult detour plans the state has ever done,

0

U

Austin District crews tear down the Woodwari Street bridge in South Central Austin the first
weekend in August. To begin the work, the district rerouted traffic from busy Interstate 35 for
the weekend. Traffic was also rerouted for two other weekend.

said John Hurt, district public information
officer. All northbound drivers will shift to
the upper deck to prepare for the detour. Exit
and entrance ramps will h restriped to.han-
dle two lanes of traffic, to keep motorists
moving.

The US 290 closures will take six to eight
weeks, starting no earlier than Aug. 18-21.
One major complication is trying to avoid
tying up traffic during University of Texas
home football games during three weekends

in September through November.
The closures do not come without prece-

dence.
In 1996, the district blocked off the main

lanes just a mile to the north for construction
of the elevated section of US 183.

While traffic delays were kept to a mini-
mum, the detours were simpler and occurred
before the explosive population growth of the
past three years. *

BACK TO SCHOOL
TxDOT website offers safety tips for motorists, pedestrians and cyclists
By Mark Cross
Public Information Office

AUSTIN - With the start of the
school year, TxDOT offers students and
motorists some reminders about school-
year traffic.

"This is the time of year when sharing
the road with student pedestrians and
bicyclists requires mutual respect and
awareness," said Carlos Lopez,
TxDOT's director of traffic operations.
"Motorists should always use extra cau-
tion as they approach a school bus."

Texas law prohibits vehicles from passing a
school bus while its flashing red warning
lights are activated. Motorists can be fined
up to $1,000 for such a violation and subse-
quent violations can lead to driver's license
suspension for up to six months.

Motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians
should obey all traffic laws including stop-
ping for red lights and stop signs and pay
attention to vehicle and bicycle lane markers.

U c oo

For more information on Back to School
safety see TxDOT's Tools for Schools Kid's
Page at the following Web site address:
http://www.dot.state.tx.us/KidsOnly/splash-
pg/splashpg.html

A few tips for travelers to keep in mind
during this period of increased traffic due to
school year traffic include:

Pedestrians should always cross road-
ways at intersections. Look in all directions
for traffic, especially when exiting a bus or

entering the roadway from behind parked
cars.

Pedestrians must yield to a vehicle on a
roadway if crossing the street somewhere
other than a marked crosswalk or pedestrian
tunnel or crossing.

Pedestrians have the right of way in

crosswalks and should walk along the right-
hand side of crosswalks.

Pedestrians should stay on sidewalks
and, when walking along a roadway without
sidewalks, walk on the left side facing traffic.

Bicyclists should ride near the curb,
traveling in the same direction as the traffic
and use proper hand and arm signals when
turning or stopping.

Bicyclists should wear properly fitting
headgear to reduce the chances of injury and
death.

Information about TxDOT is also avail-
able through the department's website at
www.dot.state.tx.us.*
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'Wild' teams
capture top spots
at annual tourney

....... ele e.k.......
By Helen Havelka

i

The winning teams were wild in this
year's TxDOT softball tournament as
two new champions were crowned.

HAC Wild Things from Austin and Wild
Bunch from Hondo captured the co-recre-
ational and men's titles, respectively, in the
12th annual event.

The co-rec squad sponsored by the
Hispanic Awareness Committee upset Wolf
Pack/Lady Blue from the Dallas District, 24-
21, in eight innings.

Wild Things led by as many as five runs
after three innings, but couldn't shake the
Ellis County team. WPLB stayed close and
scored four runs in the bottom of the seventh
to tie the game at 20 and send it into the
extra inning.

In the top of the eighth, Wild Things
responded with four runs, sparked by Sean
O'Neal's two-run homer. WPLB mustered
only one run in the bottom of the inning.

Despite missing last year's tournament,
WPLB was the pre-tourney favorite, having
won six consecutive TxDOT titles.

"Either team could have won it," he said.
"We were very aware of what they had done
in the past, and we were hungry," said Wild
Things manager Hector Marquez.

Depth on the roster was the key to suc-
cess, Marquez said. "We had 20 players on
the roster, and each and every one was dedi-
cated, whether they were playing or not," he
said. "We had fresh legs, fresh faces when we
needed them. It took 20 people to win this,
not just one."

Scratchn' and Patchn' from the Bryan
District handed Wild Things its only loss of
the tournament. "We were very sluggish in
that first game," said Marquez about the 15-
4 defeat.

TDM from Austin finished third in the
co-rec tournament, followed by the
LaMarque Twisters. Giddings Maintenance
completed the six-team field.

In the final game of the men's bracket,
solid hitting and strong defense helped Wild
Bunch defeat Houston's Texas Thunder, 22-
7. It was the first trip to the department
tournament for the team from Medina
County west of San Antonio.

"When we saw the flyer (for the tourna-
ment), we decided to go," said James
Gonzales, an inspector in the Hondo area
office who managed the team. "We thought
we had a good team, but knew it would be
competitive."

Wild Bunch went undefeated in five
games, but had a couple of close games. The
Hondo team needed a three-run seventh
inning to get past the Mudhens (from San
Antonio and Dallas) in the third game. They

o'A

Mitzi Pearson, representing the Giddings Maintenance Section In the Austin District, gets
ready for the pitch. She Is the wife of TxDOT employee Ray Pearson.

earned a spot in the tourney finals with a 6-
1 win over Texas Thunder.

The tournament championship was espe-
cially sweet for Hondo's sign man, Pablo
Gonzales (no relation to James). Pablo was
two days from retirement, and his four sons,
including Paul, Jr. from Fort Knox, Kentucky,
joined him on the team.

"This is a good retirement present. It's the
first time me and my sons have played
together," said a visibly happy Pablo, whose
No. 31 jersey representing his 31 years of
service was dripping wet after being doused
with a cooler of water in the post-game cele-
bration.

"Pablo is really the reason we came to
play," James said.

The third-place finisher earned its hard-
ware the hard way. El Paso's Highway Trash
played the most games of the tournament
(seven in 12 hours) and traveled the longest
distance to Austin (almost 600 miles).

"All for the love of the game," responded
El Paso pitcher Albert Martinez to com-
ments about the team's nine-and-a-half-hour
road trip.

This was El Paso's first appearance in the
TxDOT tournament, and it was the first trip
to the capital city for many of the players
who took off Friday and Monday to enjoy a
long weekend in Central Texas.

"We have been looking to come here for
several years," team manager George Ortiz
said afterwards. "We really enjoyed it. The
teams were very competitive."

After opening with a win over Dallas, El
Paso dropped a 20-10 decision to Wild
Bunch and began the long trip through the
losers bracket. The team from the Mountain
time zone put together a string of four con-
secutive wins before bowing out to Texas
Thunder, 12-10.

This year's tournament was different in
several ways. The games were played at the
end of July at the City of Austin fields. Play
was completed in one day.

"From a financial aspect, we needed to go
with one day," said Ed Collins, tournament
director. "We also changed the rules to allow
teams to include two non-TxDOT related
players. This gave some teams the opportuni-
ty to compete that might not have been able
to."

Ben Templeton of the Motor Carrier
Division participated behind the plate, call-
ing balls and strikes. "The number of teams
has dropped, but, as far as competitiveness
goes, this is still a very good tournament,"
said Templeton, who played in previous tour-
naments. "It can be tough (on the teams)
playing it in one day." *
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David Gonzales takes a swing for the Wild Bunch of Hondo. Catching is Gary
Walthall from Under Construction of the Mavis County East.

Tournament Results
Men's Division
Final standings: 1. Wild Bunch; 2. Texas Thunder;
3. El Paso; 4. Fracture Critical.
Most Valuable Player: Jimmy Gonzales, Wild Bunch
Defensive Player: Anthony Sheranko, Texas Thunder
All-tournament: David Gonzales, Jeffrey Gonzales,
Paul Gonzales Jr., Rick Barrios, Wild Bunch; Chuck
Southerland, Jim Miller, Mike Miller, James Remaly,
Texas Thunder; Albert Martinez, Gabe Carrera, El
Paso; Eddie Ramirez, Valente Olivarez, Fracture
Critical.
Other teams included Just for Fun (Austin), Road
Dawgs (Austin), LMM (Design Division), District 8
Outlaws (Abilene), Denton Maintenance, Under
Construction (Austin), Dallas District, Laredo Heat,
Carrizo Springs, Corpus Christi Hurricanes,
Mudhens (San Antonio/Dallas).

CoRecreational Division
Final standings: 1. HAC Wild Things; 2. WPLB; 3.
TDM; 4. LaMarque Twisters.
Most Valuable Player: Victor Cabello Jr., Wild Things
Defensive Player: Bruce Jones, WPLB
All-tournament: Debra Green, Sean O'Neal, Al
Rodriquez, Jeff Rodriquez, Wild Things; James Cox,
Tim Moody, Veronica Rankin, Jennifer Davis, WPLB;
Jenny Peterman, David Belzer, TDM; Troy Davis,
Willie Mae Jackson, LaMarque Twisters.
Other teams included Scratchn' and Patchn'
(Bryan) and Giddings Maintenance.

Photos by
J. Griffis Smith
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Bill removes earnings
I imit on Social Security
By Barbara Struss
Human Resources Division

A newly amended law
removes the Social Security
earnings cap for employees tak-
ing early retirement.

The U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives passed House Bill 5
on March 1. The U.S. Senate
amended this bill on March 22
and the House agreed to the
amendments on March 28.
President Clinton signed the
measure April 7.

This bill eliminates the Social
Security retirement earnings test
in and after the month in which
an individual attains full retire-
ment age.

This becomes effective in

taxable years ending after Dec.

31, 1999. The earnings limit
was set at $17,000 in year 2000;

$25,000 in year 2001; and
$30,000 in year 2002 and would
still apply to individuals who
receive early Social Security
retirement benefits (between age

62 and full retirement age.) For
year 1999 this limit was
$10,080.

An individual may start
receiving reduced Social Security
benefits at age 62, no matter
what his full retirement age is.
He can also retire at any time
between age 62 and his full
retirement age and receive
reduced benefits based on a frac-
tion of a percent for each month
before full retirement age is
reached.

The following chart defines
full retirement age based on an
individual's birth year, according
to HB 5.

It also defines reduction
months, percent reduction and

total percent reduction if an
individual chooses to receive
Social Security benefits at age
62.

According to the Social
Security Administration publi-
cation on the World Wide Web,
(http://www.ssa.gov/pubs/retirec
hartred.html), an individual will
receive generally the same total

Social Security benefits over his
lifetime whether the individual
chooses to take early retirement
benefits or begins to receive
benefits when he reaches full
retirement age.

The advantage of receiving
early retirement benefits is that

benefits are collected for a

longer period of time, the Social

Security Administration said.
The disadvantage is that the

benefit per month is permanent-
ly reduced.

A TxDOT employee who has
reached his full retirement age
can begin receiving full Social
Security benefits without retir-

ing from TxDOT.
For example, a current

TxDOT employee born July 1,
1935 would reach the full retire-
ment age of 65 in the year 2000.

This employee could continue
to work for TxDOT and receive
full Social Security retirement
benefits as of July 1, according
to the amended bill.

The Social Security
Administration will pay back
benefits to employees who have
already reached full retirement
age but who had not requested
benefits beginning with the first
month they reached full retire-
ment age, SSA representatives
said. *

Vintage view

Dive teams were among the crews working on the 1926 con
struction of the Brazos River Bridge between Milam and
Robertson counties on what was later U.S. 79. This photo is
from the collection of G.G. Wcidine, Texas Highway Department
bridge engineer from 1918 to 1943.

SAFETY TIPS

Outside workers should be

wary of the recluse spider

Birth year

Full
retirement

age

Monthly %
Reduction

1937 or 65 36 .555 20
earlier

1938 65, 2 mo. 38 .548 20.38

1939 65, 4 mo. 40 .541 21.67

1940 65,6 mo. 42 .535 22.50

1941 65, 8 mo. 44 .530 23.33

1942 65, 10 mo. 46 .525 24.17

1943 66 48 .520 25
through

1954

1955 66, 20 mo. 50 .516 25.84

1956 66, 4 mo. 52 .512 26.66

One of the hazards of work-
ing outdoors is the brown
recluse spider.

This little guy's bite can be
fatal if the victim does not get
proper medical treatment.

Here are the facts on this
troublesome insect:

Description: Oval body
with eight legs. Light yellow to
medium dark brown. Has dis-
tinctive mark shaped like a fid-
dle on it's back. Body from 3/8
to inch long, 1/ inch wide and

inch from toe to toe.

Habitat: Prefers dark
places where it's seldom dis-
turbed. Outdoors: old trash
piles, debris, and rough ground.
Indoors: attics, storerooms,
closets.

Problem: Bites produce an
almost painless sting that may
not be noticed at first. This
spider is shy and bites when

annoyed or surprised. Left alone,
it likely will not bite. The bite
victim rarely sees the spider.

Severity: In two to eight
hours after being bitten, the vic-
tim may notice pain, followed by
blisters, swelling, hemorrhage or
ulceration. Some people experi-
ence rash, nausea, jaundice,
chills, fever, cramps or joint
pain.

Treatment: The bite vic-
tim needs immediate medical
treatment. Bite may require hos-
pitalization for a few days. Full
healing may take from six to
eight weeks. Weak adults and
children have been known to
die.

Protection: Use caution
when cleaning secluded areas in
the home or when using
machinery usually left idle.
Check firewood, inside shoes,
packed clothing and bedrolls. *
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Quiz THE GoOD LIFE
Are you an aggressive driver
or a smooth operator? Do you:
1. Overtake other vehicles on the
left?
Q yes Q no
2. Keep to the right as much as
possible on narrow streets and at
intersections?
Q yese Lno
3. Maintain appropriate distance
when following other motorists,
bicyclists, motorcyclists, etc.?
Q yes Q no
4. Provide appropriate distance
when cutting in after passing vehi-
cles?
L yes Q no
5. Use headlights in cloudy, rainy
and other low light conditions?
Q yes Q no
6. Yield to pedestrians?
Q yes Q no
7. Come to a complete stop at
stop signs, before right turn on
red, etc.?
Q yes Q no
8. Stop for red traffic lights?
Li yes Li no
9. Follow right-of-way rules at four-
way stops?
Q yes no
10. Drive below posted speed lim-
its when conditions warrant?
Q yes Q no
11. Drive slower in construction
zones?
Q yes Q no
12. Make slow, deliberate U
turns?
Q yes Q no
13. Use vehicle turn signals for
all turns and lane changes?
Q yes Q no
14. Avoid unneccesary use of
highbeam headlights?
Q yes Q no
15. Yield and move to the right
for emergency vehicles?
Li yes no
16. Maintain proper speeds
around roadway crashes?
L yes Q no
17. Avoid returning inappropriate
gestures?

yes Q no
18. Avoid challenging other driv-
ers?
Q yes Q no
19. Refrain from using High
Occupancy Vehicle lanes to pass
vehicles?
Li yes Li no
20. Avoid distracting activities
such as using a car phone, read-
ig, grooming and eating?

yes Lino
21. Avoid driving when drowsy?
L yes Lino
22. Avoid blocking the right-hand
lane?
L yes Lino
23. Avoid taking more than one
parking space?

yes Lino
24. Avoid parking in a disabled
space (if you're not disabled?)

UYes Li no
25. Avoid stopping in the road to
talk with a pedestrian or other
driver?
Q yes Q no

Score yourself: Number of 'no'
answers
1-2 Excellent
3-6 Good
7-10 Fair
11+ Poor Source: TxDOT

'Division 19' retirees stay busy
By Usa Trow
Public Information Office

ivision 19, now known as
the Information Systems
Division, has spawned a

group of retirees with a variety of
interests and passions. Some are
staying busy and others are
enjoying their status as members
of the leisure class.

Bill Schwarz, 70, retired from
the division in 1990 after 29
years of service. He's spent much
of his leisure time traveling the
country. "My wife and I have
traveled to every state (except
Alaska and Hawaii) and much of
Canada in our fifth wheel trail-
er," Schwarz said. Schwarz's wife,
Kitty, retired from the
Equipment and Procurement
Division at the same time. The
couple, who live in Austin, spend
the autumn at their residence on
the Colorado River and at
Matagorda Bay fishing for floun-
der.

Austinite Hillard Smith, 68,
also travels when he is not teach-
ing defensive driving and partici-
pating in church work. Smith
retired from the Quality
Assurance Section of the old
Automation Division in 1993
after 25 years of service with

TxDOT. Mike Wacker, 60, has
launched a second career as a

real estate and mortgage broker
in Austin after retiring from the
division in 1993. Wacker worked
for TxDOT for almost 32 years.

Automation Division retiree
Vennie G. Davis Jr., 53, works
as a computer service consultant
for DMR Consulting Inc. and
still has time to serve as associate
pastor of the Turning Point Bible
Fellowship Church and host of a
Christian radio talk show in his
hometown of Austin.

Former Austin District
employee D.L. Chance, 61, is
also traveling in a fifth wheel
trailer with his wife, Joan. D.L. is
the father of a true TxDOT
family. Son Lloyd is an engineer-
ing specialist in the North Travis
County Area Office of the
Austin District and makes his
father proud by participating in
body building championships.
(Lloyd was featured in "TxDOT
Roundup" in the July 2000 issue
of Transportation News.)
Another son, Charles, works for
the San Antonio District. The
Chances' daughter Deborah
works for Dell Computer Corp.
in Austin. D.L. retired in 1993
after 35 years of service to
TxDOT

John W. Clark, 56, who
retired in 1998 from the

Environmental Division's
Cultural Resources Section after
18 years of service, works part
time for an environmental con-
sulting company. He also finds
time to do genealogical research
and is involved now in writing a
history of his family. In addition,
he serves as a volunteer for
Highland Lakes Scottish
Festival, grows vegetables, reads
and attends "bimonthly multidis-
ciplinary group of professionals
involved in Spanish colonial his-
tory."

..........

It's time to renew your sub-
scription to Transportation News.
State law requires anyone receiv-
ing Transportation News by mail
must make a request to remain
on the mailing list. For your con-
venience, a renewal form appears
on Page 15. Please fill out the
form and mail it to the Public
Information Office, attention:
Monica Godinez, 125 E. 11th
St., Austin, TX 78701.

To contribute to "The Good
Life," retirees can fill out cards
available at district or division
offices or mail their information to
Executive Editor, Transportation

News, 125 E. 11th St., Austin, TX
78701.

From the archives
The following is a letter, dated Sept. 11, 1937, from

C.E. Swain, a district egineer with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture's Bureau of Public Roads to Gibb Gilchrist,
state engineer of the Texas Highway Department:

Mr. Gibb Gilchrist
State Highway Engineer
Austin, Texas
Dear Mr. Gilchrist:
During the past seven and one-half years it has

been my privilege to have observed the progress and
development of Texas highways....This period has
been an interesting and critical period in highway histo-
ry. Never before has there been so great a need for
improved technique, improved design, improved meth-
ods to meet the requirements of highway travel. These
demands have come at a time when the attention of
the country has been focused on the giving of jobs in
consequence of which highway administrators have
been forced to make modern progress with medieval
tools.

The Texas Highway Department, under your very
able guidance, has found that the quality of solution for
many of these problems that has placed the State of
Texas in the van of highway departments.

In the following elements the work of the Texas
Highway Department, both quantitatively and qualita-
tively are sufficiently unique and outstanding to cause
most of us to associate the word "Texas" with accom-
plishment: Your wide rights of way, your flat slopes,
your shallow ditches, your progress in the utilization of
local materials, your general research work, your land-
scaping, your highway parks, and the information and
consideration which you give the traveling public
through informational and directional signs.

There is a temptation to elaborate on the above
statement but I dare not or this letter would become
unduly long.

In so gigantic an undertaking as is encompassed by
all highway activities, we recognize that many agencies
and many individuals have cooperated and have pooled
their knowledge to bring about progress. The relation-
ship between State Highway Departments and the
Bureau of Public Roads is of such character that it
makes success dependent on the quality of the coop-
eration.

As I review our seven and one-half years of work
together I am gratified to be able to state without
equivocation that at no time has there been a major
difference in policy or aims of the two Departments. In
undertakings of this kind, it is not to be expected that
we independently at all times arrived at the same con-
clusion, or that we have not sat down at the confer-
ence table with divergent views. Had it been otherwise,
one might have questioned the capacity of one or both
of us for our respective responsibilities.

The conference table has enabled the divergent
beginnings to be amicably shaped into one course of
action. The quality of highways and highway service in
Texas speaks more eloquently of where that channel
leads than can any words of mine.

May your accomplishments as Dean of Engineering
at A&M equal your accomplishments with the Texas
Highway Department.

Very truly yours,
C.E. Swain
District Engineer, District Six
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Public Roads
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TxDot Roundup
Travel Division photographer
teaches workshops in Santa Fe

AUSTIN - Griff Smith knows that
combining talent and ingenuity can make
things happen. He put that formula to work
in June to teach a class at the Santa Fe
Photographic Workshops, one of the nation's
top training programs for amateur and pro-
fessional photographers.

After taking a series of master classes in
Santa Fe, Smith was ready to try his hand as
an instructor. He arranged with the
Workshops and New Mexico magazine to
lead a class in photography for a pictorial
feature. Smith preferred a practical
approach, rather than "doing stuff that was
kind of make believe," he said. "Sure, you
can shoot a great landscape but can you
shoot a gift shop? As subject material, a gift
shop is boring. It's a real challenge. This

class gave people a chance
to see what it's like to
come up with photostories
and try to get published."

For their New Mexico
magazine photo assign-
ment, Smith took his class
to Cerrillos, an old
turquoise mining town
near Santa Fe. Smith

Smith described it as "a town of
hippies, artists, and junk

dealers," providing his students with subject
matter as colorful as (albeit in a different
way) the rich landscapes that draw so many
artists to Santa Fe and to the Workshops.
Photos from Smiths class will be published
in the October issue of New Mexico maga-
zine. "Everyone has at least one great shot,
and the photo editor for the magazine is very
happy, very pleased," he said.

Smith has been a staff photographer for
TxDOT's Travel Division for 16 years,
shooting thousands of images for Texas
Highways magazine, audiovisual presenta-
tions, travel and tourism publications and
TxDOT publications, including the cover of
the 1997 Texas State Travel Guide and several
covers for Texas Highways.

Smith first encountered the Santa Fe
Workshops at one of their "on-the-road"
classes at Houston's International Photofest
in 1992. The caliber of the instructors and
the natural beauty of Santa Fe as photo-
graphic subject matter led Smith back to the
Workshops. It was, he said, a chance to learn
from some of the best photographers in the
world. "There's nothing like being able to
spend a week with people who have taken
classic photographs that I remember as a kid
or see now in magazines."

- Linda Levitt, TRV

El Paso professional society
honors engineer with top award

El PASO - Awards are simply forms of
recognition for a job well done. That being
the case, Charles H. Berry Jr. should have a
room full of awards.

Berry, the El Paso District director of
Transportation Planning and Development
the last three years, was named the Engineer
of the Year by the El Paso Chapter of the
Texas Society of Professional Engineers.
The El Paso Chapter is made up of 10 local
and regional engineering groups.

"It was definitely an honor to receive this

prestigious award," Berry
said. "I feel privileged to
be recognized with all the

past recipients."
The award annually rec-

ognizes the professional
engineer who best demon-
strates outstanding techni-
cal and managerial skills as

Berry well as participation in
civic and community-

related events.
Ed Drusina, El Paso Public Works direc-

tor and member of the selection committee,
said Berry received the award not only for his
achievements in the engineering field but
also for his contributions to his community.

Berry has worked for TxDOT for 21 years
since graduating from Rice University and
has served in many capacities. In 1990 he
was selected to study at the University of
Texas at Austin in the department's graduate
program in civil engineering.

He also helped pioneer a program within
the El Paso community called the El Paso
Science Adviser Program. The intent of
Berry's work was to develop and produce
hands-on educational kits aimed at motivat-
ing elementary students in mathematics and
science. The aim of the program is to create a
large pool of minorities in the engineering
field. The program has been so successful
that other communities throughout the state
of Texas are implementing it.

Apart from his engineering, civic and pro-
fessional obligations, Berry volunteers with
the YMCA Boys and Girls Softball Leagues.

-Frank DeSantos, ELP

New ROW advisory panel to be
resource for special issues

Employees of the Right of Way Division
have formed an advisory committee to serve
as a resource to division groups working on
special issues and to promote regional train-
ing.

The advisory committee was created dur-
ing a meeting last spring of the Right of Way
Division annual administrators meeting. The
committee consists of representatives in the
division's five regions: north, northeast,
southeast, central and west. Those chosen
representatives are as follows: north, Rodney
Murray, Childress District; northeast, Glenn
Price, Tyler District; southeast, Tim Stewart,
Corpus Christi District; central, Bob
Harwood, Austin District; and west, Juan
Zaragosa, San Antonio District.

- Hilda P Correa, ROW

Application deadline Sept. 30
for TxDOT's Master's Program

AUSTIN - The Master's Program, spon-
sored by the Training, Quality and
Development Section, Human Resources
Division, is accepting applications for the
spring semester 2001. Applications for the
program for spring 2001 must be received by
Sept. 30.

The Master's Program allows department
employees who have proven mastery of their
jobs to conduct research on a TxDOT
approved project. Employees who are select-
ed to participate attend school full time,
work on their research project and continue
to receive full salary and benefits. An
employee must have at least four years of

progressive service with the department and

possess a professional engineering license
from the state of Texas for engineering
degrees or have five years of progressive serv-
ice with the department if the applicant is
not an engineer. Upon completion of the

degree, the employee has an obligation to
work for TxDOT for three years.

The Master's Program announcement and

application for spring 2001 will be sent to
each division, district and office. If you
would like to receive an application, send an
e-mail message on GroupWise to Marilyn
Dell. Type GET MASTER (all capital let-
ters) in the subject line. After you send the
e-mail, the application form will be sent to

you automatically. If you have any questions-
about the application process, call Marilyn
Dell at (512) 997-3628.

- Marilyn Dell, HRD

TEXAS
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A Dallas eighth-grader designed the art work
for the New Millennium speciality license
plate.

New millennium license plate
features e&ghth.Eador's work

AUSTIN - A north Texas child will see
her artwork displayed on cars and trucks.
The new millennium specialty license plate
made its debut recently at the Texas Library
Association's Annual Assembly.

Claudia Martinez, an eighth-grader at
Benjamin Franklin Middle School in Dallas,
designed the specialty plate. The plate fea-
tures a waving Texas flag on a black back-
ground, surrounded by stars, and the words
"Texas Reads." The child's artwork was cho-
sen from more than 130 applicants during a
statewide art contest for all public middle
school art students in Texas.

"The specialty plate program benefits a
variety of causes," said Wes Heald, Executive
Director of the Texas Department of
Transportation.

The Texas State Library and Archives
Commission will receive $25 of the $30 fee
that is charged for the specialty plates. The
Commission will use this money to fund
reading programs at public libraries through-
out the state.

"We're proud that the department is able
to help Texas organizations in getting their
messages out," Heald said.

In Texas, state lawmakers create specialty
license plates. TxDOT then works with the
organization involved to create a plate that is
acceptable to everyone, including law
enforcement. Currently, Texas has more than
85 specialty license plates available to the
public, including 41 that benefit Texas col-
leges and universities.

- Mike Viesca, VTR

See TxDT ROUNDUP, Next Pap
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October deadline approaches
for Tiansportation Hall of Honor

The deadline for nominations to the Texas
Transportation Hall of Honor is Oct. 15.

Nominations may be submitted at any
time, but must be received by Oct. 15 to be
considered in the current calendar year.

The Texas Transportation Hall of Honor
will recognize that small group of individuals
who have made exceptional contributions to

developing and sustaining the state's multi-
modal transportation.

The Hall of Honor is in the Gibb
Gilchrist Building on the campus of Texas
A&M University in College Station.

With few exceptions, any individual, living
or deceased, is eligible for induction into the
Hall of Honor. The Hall recognizes accom-
plishments made during the period of Texas
statehood, 1845 to present. The individual's
contribution can be in any mode or aspect of
transportation.

Individuals currently holding an elected
office are not eligible for induction into the
Hall. Individuals currently holding an
appointed position to a policy board or entity
overseeing transportation-related activities,
such as Texas Transportation Commission
members or members of a transit board are
also ineligible.

Anyone is eligible to submit a written
nomination, which should include the fol-
lowing information:

Nominee identification (name, positions
hed, dates, etc.)

N A description of why this individual
deserves this recognition. This description
should include a brief (less than three pages)
discussion of the nominee's lifelong contribu-
tion to the development and sustainment of
the Texas transportation system. Additional
supporting material such as press clippings,
biographical data, reference letters can be
provided as appropriate.

Selections to the Hall of Honor are made
by a five-person board tcomposed of senior
leaders in the state who possess a broad
understanding of the transportation system
in Texas and its historical background.

Submit nominations to: Deputy Director,
Texas Transportation Institute, The Texas
A&M University System, Mail Stop 3135,
College Station, TX 77843-3135.

TxDOT awarded first patent
for recycled toner process

TxDOT has been awarded its first patent
from the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
for a process developed by Rakesh Tripathi,
formerly of the Waco District, and Deputy
Executive Director Kirby Pickett, formerly
district engineer in Waco.

Tripathi, a civil engineer now employed by
the Houston District, received notification in
June that the patent had been approved for
his idea to incorporate waste toner material

in asphalt. The idea was the basis for
Tripathi's graduate thesis at Oklahoma State
University.

"Kirby hired me and encouraged me to get
the invention into a real world project,"
Tripathi said. "After a few years of permuta-
tions and combinations, standards and specs
were written and we built a section of two
miles using this new modified asphalt."

I.

0;

A pre1900 era maintainer graces the front lawn of the Co
Christi Districts headquarters, a gift from Karnes City resi
Barbara Barnett. The muledrawn maintainer belonged to B
father. See story below.

The patent is the culmination of six years
of work and the project to incorporate the
idea into practical use has been successful,
Tripathi said.

The newly patented process won a
national award and garnered the attention of
the state, national and international media.
Private companies such as the photo imaging
business Ricoh have become interested in use
of the waste toner process. Such an agree-
ment between TxDOT and private industry
has the potential to yield royalties for the
agency.

"The state is going to make money,"
Tripathi said. "This is not just an academic
exercise; it actually has economic potential."

The patent ensures TxDOT's intellectual
property rights to the process. Obtaining the

patent was the work of Jennifer Soldano, for-
merly of the Office of General Counsel.
Soldano is now director of the Office of
Contract Services.

- Lisa Trow, PIO
Internet vehicle registration
pilot program starts in Texas

AUSTIN - Registering a motor vehicle
with the state is about to get easier for many
Texans.

The Texas Transportation Commission
today approved an eight-county Internet reg-
istration pilot program that will begin in

September. The program, which will eventu-
ally go statewide, will allow Texans to renew
their motor vehicle registration in only a few
minutes using the Internet.

"The computer technology of the 21st
Century provides a great opportunity for
government to be more efficient and easily

accessible to constituents," said Sen. Robert
Duncan. "This method of Internet registra-
tion won't be the preference for everyone, but

our intent in Texas is to use technology to
meet the expectations of the generations to
come.

Brazoria, Dallas, Galveston, Harris,
Liberty, Lubbock, Montgomery, and Waller
counties are participating in the pilot pro-
gram. Lubbock County is currently the only
tax office in the state that offers the option
of Internet registration renewal.

Residents of a participating county that
have received a vehicle renewal notice from
the Texas Department of Transportation will
have the option to access the county website,
complete a renewal form and pay the regis-

tration costs using a credit card. The service
will be available 24 hours a day, seven days a

week.
Users of the site will

be charged a $3 fee to
recover credit card and
system processing costs.

"Internet registration
renewal is a way to make
the process more con-
venient for Texas motor
vehicle owners," said
John W. Johnson, Texas
transportation commis-
sioner. "Not only will it
offer a convenience to
those who choose to use
the Internet, it should

u help reduce lines in the

krnt ta Tax Assessor Collector's
office."

Texas has more than
17.4 million registered

vehicles. In fiscal 1999, motor vehicle regis-
tration generated $705 million for the state
highway fund and $377 million for counties.

- Mike Viesca, VTR

Antique road maintainer
donated to Corpus Christi

CORPUS CHRISTI - A touch of yes-
terday graces the entrance to the Corpus
Christi District Office thanks to the generos-
ity of Karnes City resident Barbara Barnett.
She has donated a pre-1900 maintainer that
belonged to Robert Lee Barnett Sr. The old
mule-driven equipment was used to terrace
his land and construct roads in Karnes
County before the Highway Department was
established in 1917.

The maintainer has been refurbished
and will be permanently installed, along with
a plaque detailing Barnett's gift. The main-
tainer was in use before 1930 but wasn't used

after that, Barnett said.
Jim Chapman, who served as resident

engineer for Karnes County before his retire-
ment in 1986 has been instrumental in coor-

dinating the donation of the maintainer to

the department.
- Becky Kureska, CRP

Commission approves loan
for Texas 45/Loop 2. costs

A loan to help pay for Round Rock's costs

associated with Texas 45/Loop 1 was

approved in July by the Texas Transportation
Commission.

Meeting in Lubbock, the commission
approved a $16 million loan to help the city
pay for its share of necessary utility reloca-

tion and right of way acquisition costs.
Texas 45, a new 15-mile highway will pro-

vide an east-west thoroughfare linking
Austin, Round Rock, Cedar Park, Leander,
and Pflugerville and help relieve congestion

and improve mobility in the area. The city

has 15 years to repay the loan at an interest

rate of 4.6 percent annually. The loan comes
from the State Infrastructure Bank, which is

administered by TxDOT. The SIB, approved
by the Legislature in 1997, is designed to
provide financial assistance to public and pri-

vate entities to build transportation projects

through low-interest loans.
- Gabriela Garcia, PIO
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Service Awards
Abilene District
5 years
Emily M. Guynes

Amarillo District
15 years
Mike A. Hyer
David J. Reihm
Stacey U. Smith

Atlanta District
35 years
Waylon E. Thomas
20 years
John C. Brittigan
15 years
Terry R. Carson
R. K. Tilley
5 years
Ivan E. Coussan
Kenny L. Knight

Austin District
35 years
Ernest R. Bizzell
20 years
Charles E. Washington
15 years
Susan A. Douglas
Erik Hoiaas
Antonio M. Moreno Jr.
10 years
Gordon W. Jenke
Randy M. Stockbridge

Beaumont District
15 years
Thomas A. Bergman
Kermit Richard
5 years
Rosa I. Nieto
Michael L. Smith

Brownwood District
30 years
Homer B. Davis

Bryan District
15 years
Martin D. Dyer

Catherine W. Heji
Joe Rodriquez
Ronald M. Waler
% vS
Jo A. VWoford

Chidress District
15 years
Jay R. Hurt

Corpus Cr istDistrict
35 years
Billy D. Parks
Victor Pinon
10 years
Lori A. Register

Dallas District
30 years
Marvin R. Hanks Jr.
20 years
Herman D. East Jr.
15 years
Sylvia Alvarez
Eugene R. Atteberry
Scott T. Morrow
Michael K. Ricks
Theodore E. Smith
10 years
Micheal R. Ashley
Nasser Askari
Virginia Balderas
Byron K. Bishop
Charles W. Hedrick
James L. Hood
Anthony G. Lucido
Jerry M. Norris
Tony B. Payberah
Gregory L. Perkins
Sophie A. Piggott
Johnny K. Rhodes
Norman B. Robertson
Harry J. Rogers Ill
Renee G. Walker
5 years
Steven D. Brumley
John D. Hudspeth
Carlitha L. Womack

El Paso District
20 years
Luis Rendon
15 years
Mary K. Telles-goins
Joe L. Zubiate
10 years
George T. Powers IV

Fort Worth District
35 years
Jerry L. Cutler
30 years
Charles L. Conrad
20 years
Stephen L. Cagle
Larry W. Dodson
Ronald D. Lambert
15 years
Larry W. Gilbert
John D. Gore
Joel S. Gunderson
Terry W. Hardin
Juan F. Leal
David M. Osteen
Gregory L. Panzino
10 years
Joseph M. Nowak
5 years
Kenneth E. Lacy
Dean C. Martin
David L. Vincent

Houston District
40 years
Robert B. Lemm
30 years
Gary W. Van Ness
20 years
Mathew Esters
Eloy J. Rodriguez
Juan Rodriguez
Willie R. Washington
15 years
Howard J. Dunn
Octavio N. Guerra
Alice K. Kaspar
Nga T. Nguyen
Michael 0. Partridge
Mark L. Rodriguez
Daniel M. Yousefi
10 years
David M. Ware
5 years
Stephanie L. Custer
Howard Linder
Isaac B. Mooshabad
Joshua L. Puckett

Laredo District
20 years
Raymundo V. Mendoza
10 years
Jorge L. Cienega
Concepcion Salinas

Lubbock District
30 years
Frank C. Galvan Jr.
15 years
Michael L. Bilbrey
10 years
Carlton R. Jolly
Ruben M. Ramirez

Lufldn District
15 years
Patsy F. Maddux
William M. Sloan
5 years
Kathleen M. Howell

Odessa District
20 years
Francisco H. Sotelo
15 years
Ralaine N. Greene
10 years
Deborah A. Trimble

Paris District
20 years
Vicki G. Campbell
Kenneth R. Nichols
10 years
Rebecca L. Cartwright
5 years
Elton W. Allison

Pharr District
15 years
Gilberto De La Fuente
Jesus S. Leal
10 years
Eloy Guajardo Jr.
5 years
Ruben Alonso
Francis E. Castro

San Angelo District
30 years
Kermit C. Schkade
15 years
Jane E. Tomlin
Guy E. Waggoner

San Antonio District
35 years
Everett H. Dietert
30 years
Stanley P Nipper
20 years
James A. Bowman
Emil F. Noll Jr.
Richard F. Zertuche
15 years
Paul W. Bamette
James D. Gonzales
Gary C. Mendoza
Todd D. Sandidge
5 years
James R. Desjean
Azalia S. Villarreal

Tyler District
10 years
Kenneth A. Bryan
James C. Byrnes
Paul C. Hooten
5 years
Vicki S. Dickerson
Stanley F. Haynes
Brandon C. McMahon

Waco District
20 years
James E. Bentley
15 years
Lester G. Barker
Jo Ann W. Guin

Wichita Falls District
20 yeamr
Jesse D. Wood
15 years
Bert J. Davis

Yoakum District
30 years
Emmitt E. Currie
20 years
Daniel E. Garcia Jr.
Patricia C. Zella
5 years
Randy J. Haas
Woodrow W. Jasek Jr.

Bridge Division
20 years
Elizabeth D. Casper
15 years
Thomas E. Rummel

Construction Division
30 years
James M. Murphree
15 years
Donald W. Davis
5 years
Michael B. Sielaff

Environmental Affairs
Division
15 years
William F. Hood

Finance Division
20 years
Norma R. Lopez

General Services Division
20 years
Don D. Flowers
Glenn R. Hagler
15 years
Gloria J. Moore
10 years
Laurie P Depew
5 years
Leonard E. Gonzales

Human Resources
Division
25 years
Andra H. Michel
15 years
Thomas C. Jennings Jr.

Information Systems
Division
25 years
Sam H. Garnett

Legislative Affairs Office
20 years
David E. Soileau

Maintenance Division
10 years
Bahman Seyvani

Motor Vehicle Division
5 years
Larry J. Dixon
Raymond S. Grant
Cecile Hanna
Tyna L. Rodriguez

Occupational Safety
Division
20 years
Vickie P Wehring

Right of Way Division
5 years
Manuel M. Segura Jr.

iraffic Operations
Division
10 years
Michael T. Preston
Jeanne C. Swanson

Transportation Planning &
Programming Division
20 years
Terrilyn D. Peters
15 years
Shirley R. Robins
Ruth E. Roeber
10 years
Ann W. Chidester
5 years
Thomas W. Reed

Vehicle Titles &
Registration Division
30 years
Rebecca P Beck
Ronald L. Stone
20 years
Christina H. Chavez
15 years
Tomasa M. Hernandez
Laura D. Pershin
10 years
Cynthia A. Wright
5 years
Belinda M. Luna

In Memoriam
Abilene District
Tex W. Whitehead,

retired 1995, died
May 13, 2000

Atlanta District
McFadden, Odis L.,

Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired
1976, died June 17,
2000

Beaumont District
Millard J. Conway,

Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired 1983, died
June 30, 2000

Brownwood District
John M. Lemons, Skilled

Laborer, retired 1969,
died June 2, 2000

Bryan District
Carol R.Com, retired 1981,

died April 30, 2000

Childress District
Doy D. Skinner, Chief

Accountant II, retired
1986, died May 23, 2000

Corpus Christi District
Emery I. Cross, Engineering

Technician V, retired
1977, died June 18,
2000

Crisoforo G. Garcia,
Engineering Technician IV,
retired 1993, died May
21, 2000

Dallas District
Billie G. Reid, Administrative

Technician II, retired
1990, died May 23, 2000

John W. Yocom Ill,
Administrative Technician
IV, retired 1998, died
June 18, 2000

El Paso District
Penwood Roundtree,

Engineering Technician V,
retired 1974, died June
16, 2000

Fort Worth District
William A. Barton,

Engineering Technician IV,
retired 1972, died June
29, 2000,

Jimmy 0. Talley, Engineering
Specialist I, retired 1993,
died May 22, 2000

Houston District
Millard Stewart, Maintenance

Mechanic IV, retired
1988, died June 17,
2000

Pressley 0. Suber,
Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired 1984, died
June 28, 2000

Lubbock District
Walter L. Josey, Maintenance

Technician IIl, retired
1989, died May 14, 2000

Odessa District
Kendall W. Osborn,

Engineering Specialist I,
retired 1993, died June 9,
2000

San Angelo District
James S. Dutton, Engineering

Technician IIl, retired
1998, died June 1, 2000

Jose C. Espinosa,
Maintenance Technician
Ill, retied 1980, died
January 30, 2000

San Antonio District
J. M.Allen, Maintenance

Construction Supervisor
II, retired 1971, died June
7, 2000

Tyler District
Bobby C. Cain, Maintenance

Mechanic IV, retired
1988, died June 29,
2000

Hosea H. Jones,
Maintenance Technician
Ill, retired 1974, died
une 23, 2000

Wichita Falls District
John D. Erwin, Assistant

Foreman, retired 1985,
died May 23, 2000

Yoakum District
John D. Vogt, Chief

Accountant II, retired
1976, died June 28,
2000

14

Clarification
Last month Transportation News

reported the passing of TxDOT
retiree Clarence Graves on May 17,
2000. Unfortunately, the newsletter
incorrectly reported Graves' former
work title and his former district.

The late Mr. Graves was a retiree
from the Brownwood District.

The Clarence Graves listed in In
Memoriam last month, a former gen-
eral construction inspector with the
Dallas District, is alive, well and
enjoying his retirement.
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RetirementsA
I.

I am writing to say thank you for the
service provided by Carlos Ibarra of the
Atlanta District office.

Earlier this summer I sent him an e-
mail concerning safety at an intersection in
Carthage. He replied promptly that a traf-
fic study would ensue. Shortly after, he
responded with a letter stating the action
planned to increase safety at that intersec-
tion.

Matt Blackwell
via e-mail
Carlos Ibarra is the director of transportation

operations for the Atlanta District.

Myron Broussard, maintenance supervisor
for the Liberty Maintenance Section in the
Beaumont District, received the following let-
ter.

What a wonderful service you per-
formed for us and how very much we
appreciate it. Taking my husband to the
parts store and bringing him back to the
truck was wonderful. But to furnish a
mechanic was unbelievable. We thought we
were pretty much self-sufficient, but when
the cellular phone didn't work, we couldn't
call our road service contractor. I don't
blame the public for not picking up a
stranger. Thank you so very much.

Virgil and Dorothy Benner
Pasadena

Wayne McKee, a maintenance tech in the Lib-
erty Maintenance Section, is the "mechanic" who
helped out the Benners.

r----------------------------------------- --.----.--- -----.--.

It's time to renew!

State law says anyone receiving
Transportation News by mail must make
a request to remain on the mailing list.

Here's your chance. Fill out the form
below and send it to Transportation
News, 125 E. 11th St., Austin, Texas
78701, attention: Monica Godinez
Include mail label on other side.

Name:

March
Houston District
Robert L. West Jr., Design

Technician III, 38 Years

May
Abilene District
Jerry D. Black, Special Jobs

Supervisor IV, 34 Years
Robert E. Hallford, Special

Jobs Supervisor IV, 37
Years

John B. Nicholls Jr.,
Transportation Mainten-
ance Technician IV, 32
Years

June
Abilene District
Alfred R. Davis,

Purchaser/Supply
Technician III, 26 Years

Luther D. Jones, Assistant
Maintenance Section
Supervisor III, 30 Years

Atlanta District
Tommy P Bynum,

Transportation Mainten-
ancesTechnician IV, 31
Years

Brownwood District
Jack E. Thomas,

Transportation Mainten-
ance Technician II, 10
Years

Dallas District
Gregory G. Richards,

Construction Inspector V,
32 Years

Odessa District
Martin P Arredondo,

Engineering Technician Ill,
19 Years

San Antonio District
Edward L. Maierhofer,

Transportation Mainten-
ance Specialist III, 33
Years

Jerry W. Schriewer, Contract
Technician III, 32 Years

George Fernandez Jr.,
Transportation Mainten-
ance Specialist III, 29
Years

Ambrose Rymers. FEngi~eering
Technician IV, 34 Years

Victor Costilla, Maintenance
Supervisor III, 31 Years

Wichita Falls District
Leona M. Morgan, Program

Administrator III, 20 Years
Construction Division
Joseph R. Johnston,

Engineering Technician V,
32 Years

Gary L. Gillen, Engineering
Specialist II, 33 Years

July
Atlanta District
J. B. Blalock Sr.,

Transportation Mainten-
ance Specialist I, 22
Years

Austin District
Gail M. Stenholm,

Administrative Technician
III, 16 Years

Continued from Page 3

Huffman (then-Odessa dis-
trict engineer) decided to
combine the budget officer
job with the internal review
job, so I applied for that and
here I am."

When he's not working,
Byrd splits his time between
his two teen-agers, son Jaron,
17, and daughter Tamara, 15,
and church activities. "The
greatest of all the joys of my
earthly life has been doing
stuff with my kids," he said
fondly. "I'm having the time
of my life going to their band
concerts, choir concerts and
basketball games."

David H. Hampton,
Engineering Specialist II,
30 Years

Brownwood District
William E. Glaze,

Maintenance Supervisor
V, 26 Years

Bryan District
Jesse 0. Latham, Transpor-

tation Maintenance Tech-
nician IV, 32 Years

Williams R. Smith,
Transportation Mainten-
ance Technician II, 8
Years

Dallas District
Michael H. Heise, Manager

IV, 29 Years
Robert A. Cobum, District

Accounting Supervisor II,
34 Years

El Paso District
James R. McDonald,

Manager III, 28 Years
Stephen F. Wier, Accounts

Examiner II, 30 Years
Pais District
Clifford R. Crafton Sr.,

Engineering Technician Ill,
34 Years

San Angelo District
Rena R. Kerr, Administrative

Technician II, 25 Years
San Antonio District
George A. Burke, Engineering

Technician IV, 20 Years
Pablo G. Gonzales,

Engineering Technician Ill,
31 Years

Yoakum District
Carlton L. Efird, Maintenance

Supervisor II, 16 Years
Bridge Division
Larry D. Smith, Engineering

Specialist III, 34 Years
General Services Division
Varinia G. Gann, Office

Technician III, 26 Years
ibuffic Division
Jeanne C. Swanson, Program

Administration III, 10
Years

August
Joe D. Abeyta, Engineering

Technician I, 8 Years
Atlanta District
William G. Easley,

Transportation
Maintenance Technician
11, 37 Years

Judy B. Griffin, Staff Service
Officer I, 23 Years

Austin District
Edward J. Kurtz, Engineering

Technician V, 27 Years
Bryan District
Gary L. Flowers, Transpor-

tation Maintenance Tech-
nician IV, 31 Years

Jo Ann Wofford, Office
Technician II, 5 Years

Childress District
Brice P Lindsey, Transporta-

tion Maintenance
Specialist V, 36 Years

Raymond E. Adams,
Engineering Technician Ill,

22 Years
Ronnie L. Ressel,

Maintenance Supervisor
IV, 31 Years

LeRoy A. Thomas,
Engineering Technician Ill,
35 Years

Russell G. Schaefer, Program
Specialist V, 30 Years

Dallas District
Flo C. McCallum,

Administrative Technician
IV, 31 Years

Harlan E. Moore, District
Right of Way
Administrator I, 28 Years

Barry E. Allbritton,
Transportation Mainten-
ance Technician IV, 34
Years

El Paso District
Angel G. Hernandez,

Transportation Mainten-
ance Specialist II, 25
Years

Houston District
Amalio Chavez,

Transportation Mainten-
ance Technician II, 32
Years

Herrael P Montalvo, Assistant
Maintenance Section
Supervisor II, 31 Years

Ed T. Whitehead Sr.,
Engineering Specialist IV,
25 Years

David Sloss, Printing Services
Technician V, 29 Years

Fort Worth District
Harvey L. Mantooth,

Transportation Mainten-
ance Supervisor IV, 23
Years

Pete Lehrmann, Engineering
Technician V, 31 Years

David L. Clapp, Engineering
Technician IV, 31 Years

Laredo District
Juan 0. Garcia, Assistant

Maintenance Section
Supervisor, 35 Years

Jorge R. Garcia,
Transportation Mainten-
ance Technician II, 21
Years

Od--a District
Gary L. Watson, Planner I, 36

Years
Manuel G. Carrasco,

Engineering Technician Ill,
32 Years

Ernest G. Cervantes,
Engineering Technician IV,
35 Years

Paris District
Larry W. Clark, Transportation

Maintenance Specialist I,
31 Years

Bobby R. Kennedy,
Engineering Technician V,
37 Years

William B. White, Engineering
Technician V, 34 Years

E. J. Cates, Engineering
Specialist III, 33 Years

San Antonio District
Flora W. Burke, Administrative

Technician III, 28 Years

And a very small amount
of his time is spent on design
work. "Architecture is still
my first love," he explained,
"because my degree is from
A&M's school of architec-
ture. I always intended to go
back and get a master's in
architectural design."

Instead, he got an MBA
from the University of Texas-
Permian Basin, which proba-
bly complicates his life dur-
ing football season. So he
satisfies his design craving by
doing things like floor plans
for his new home and a new
addition to his church.

Byrd's motto is "I live to
serve," and he does that by
participating in Leadership
Odessa; serving on the board

Tyler District
Travis E. Miles, Transportation

Maintenance Specialist II,
35 Years
Benny V. Seen,

Transportation
Maintenance Specialist II,

23 Years
Donald R. Wood, Engineering

Technician III, 41 Years
Dean Perkins, Transportation

Maintenance Specialist V,
37 Years

Anita Sifford, Administrative
Technician III, 27 Years

Gary L. Mathis, Engineering
Technician III, 31 Years

Yoakum District
Fred J. Siecko, Transportation

Maintenance Special IV,
37 Years

Herbert A. Neubauer,
Engineering Technician V,
33 Years

Anthony J. Kutac, Engineering
Specialist II, 33 Years

Johnell Robinson, Sr., Motor
Vehicle Technician III, 27
Years

Construction Division
Sara C. Hourigan,

Administrative Technician
III, 8 Years

General Services Division
Bobby E. Driggers, Division

Warehouse Manager, 30
Years

Jerry L. Broz, Warehouse
Technician II, 29 Years

Human Resource Division
Betty Ballard, Staff Services

Officer I, 17 Years
Information Systems
Division
Joseph S. Calhoun, Systems

Analyst V, 16 Years
Alan W. Jarl, Systems Analyst

IV, 30 Years
Daniel D. Kadlecek, Systems

Analyst I, 31 Years
Joan E. Lee, Systems Analyst
III, 30 Years
Jesse C. Pospisil, Systems

Analyst III, 32 Years
James E. Schwerdtfeger,

Systems Analyst N, 28
Years

Felix A. Varela, Systems
Analyst II, 32 Years

Georgetta A. Whitworth,
Purchaser III, 16 Years

Traffic Operations Division
Donna M. Gray, Staff

Services Officer I, 28
Years

Richard J. Sladecek, Sr.,
Network Specialist III, 27
Years

Transportation Planning &
Programming Division
Jerry L. Johnson, Program

Administrator IV, 32 Years
Travel Division
Elizabeth Ann Dean, Program

Administrator III, 31 Years
Vehicle Title and
Registration Division
Linda W. Walden, Program

Administrator I, 30 Years

of directors of Keep Texas
Beautiful; handling treasurer
duties for the Midland-
Odessa chapter of the Alpha
Phi Alpha fraternity; and
working with the City of
Odessa's traffic advisory
committee.

He and his son serve as
Sunday school superintend-
ents. Last year Byrd was
ordained as a church deacon.
And he still has time to play
in the annual district three-
on-three basketball tourna-
ment.

Now I submit to you, gen-
tle readers, how can you not
love a guy like that?*
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Lufkin District
employee enjoys
playing the role
of Parton look-a-like
By Kathi Whfte
Lufkin DistrictSomeone once dared Wanda

Wesch to enter a national
Dolly Parton look-a-like

contest. So she did. Then she
won! And she's caught the eye
of many a fan of the country
singer ever since.

It was about 22 years ago
when Wesch, the Lufkina
District human resources offi-
cer, participated in the contest
on NBC's "The Dick Clark
Show" in Los Angeles. She
got there by way of winning a
local contest sponsored by
Houston radio station
KIKK.

"My friends just kept ask-
ing me to enter and finally
they dared me. When I was
a kid, you didn't dare me to
do something," Wesch said.
"I guess I'm still that a
much a k dbecause I sti Wand Wsch,

do it." trict, won her

Even now, Wesch said, 1970s.

hardly a day goes by that
someone doesn't wonder if she's the real
Dolly Parton. Like the time she and her son
Greg were playing golf and encountered a
high school team. "One of the girls came up
to me and said, 'Do you know you sound like
Dolly Parton?' I just grinned at her. Then she
said,'You look like her, too.' I just grinned,
and finally she said,'Are you Dolly Parton?' I
said,'No,' and laughed. I wish I'd said,'Yes,
but don't tell anybody.'"

Wesch said her sense of humor helps her
through such situations. She recalled a recent
trip home from conducting a prison ministry
at the Beto Unit in Palestine. "I decided to
stop at Dairy Queen to get a drink, and a lit-
tle teen-aged girl, she ran in the kitchen and
got everybody to come out and look," Wesch
said.

Though flattering, some of these encoun-
ters are embarrassing, Wesch said. "We do
have similar features - the face, the mouth
- but I don't want people to think I feel
like I am somebody special. Often times I
just laugh and say thank you and try to play
it down."

Just as the 1970s contest led to opportuni-
ties like meeting stars such as Dick Clark,
Ron Howard and Raquel Welch and appear-
ances in TV commercials and parades,
Wesch continues to get offers today.

Several months ago, she won another
Dolly contest. That's when she got a call
from Neiman Marcus for a free makeover
and a chance to pose as Dolly and have her
picture entered on a Dolly Parton website.

"My picture will be going on there soon,"

Photo courtesy of Wanda Wesch

ra kiurnen raaro a &fM-car 3i Utn Laafku Di-
first Dolly Parton look-a-like contest in the

~iye do have similar
features...but I don't want
people to think I feel likelI

am somebody special.'

- Wanda Wesch

she said, "but I've turned down several offers
that I felt were in poor taste or that could
embarrass my church or family."

Wesch has never met Dolly Parton but
she said she's heard that Parton has acknowl-
edged that "there's a woman in Texas who
looks like me."

Wesch dated a member of the Ernest
Tubb Band. Some of its members know
Dolly Parton well "and they really thought I
resembled her.

"People would ask for my autograph and
the band would tell me to go ahead and sign
it. But I always signed my own name," she
said.

Wesch said she would like to meet the
real Dolly Parton. "I've been a fan of Dolly's
because I think she's a neat lady, beautiful
and full of life and talent. Meeting her would
be a once in a lifetime thing."

In addition to her work in the Lufkin
District, Wesch is a part-time interior deco-
rator. She teaches Sunday school at
Harmony Hill Baptist Church and ministers
to Texas prison inmates at the Beto Unit of
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. *
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TEXAS ALL OVER
Do you like to sing while you're driv-

ing down the highway?
How about "Texas Over All"? It's a

rousing ditty penned by Gibb Gilchrist,
the legendary Highway Department state
engineer from 1924-25 and 1928-37.

In 1936, when Texas celebrated its
century of statehood and the Dallas
Centennial was opening, the department
published its first full-color road map.
Gilchrist, who described himself as able
to "pick a mean guitar," had an idea. He
wanted a song to stimulate travel. Dallas
Mayor George Dealey heartily agreed.

So Gilchrist composed the music and
lyrics to "Texas Over All," which graced
the first official Texas road map.

"Old, dear Texas is the grandest
Texas is the biggest and the best.
The Lone Star is the symbol of every
thing
That's better than the rest.
Texas, we salute you,
Your courage and your pride will never

fail,
Texas, we love you truly,
Texas over all."
That year, the state formally started

promoting tourism, despite the fact that
the Constitution forbade spending public
funds to attract carpetbaggers, scalawags
and immigrants. The law has since been
rewritten. More than a decade after the
Centennial, tourism emerged as Texas's
fifth largest industry.
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