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TxDOT reveals border plan
Border transportation director, task force to speed up improvements
By Eloise Lundgren
Public Information Office

AUSTIN - Responding to growing
transportation needs along the Texas border
with Mexico, the Texas Transportation Com-
mission will implement a new border trans-
portation initiative to speed up border trans-
portation improvements and help deal with
increased NAFTA traffic.

At an April 15 news conference at the
Capitol, Lt. Gov. Rick Perry, along with
Transportation Commissioner David Laney,
announced the bold plan, which includes
appointing a border transportation director
within TxDOT to oversee and expedite the
development of highway and bridge
improvements from Brownsville to El Paso;
creating a task force made up of high-rank-
ing TxDOT officials to establish priorities;
and increasing resources for border NAFTA-
related projects.

"This is the most comprehensive package
ever put together to address strategically
important trade-related transportation
needs," Laney said. "This initiative will pro-
vide positive results that will be seen in
improved safety and mobility along the bor-
der."

Ed Wueste, a 38-year employee with the
Federal Highway Administration, has
already come on board as the assistant exec-
utive director for border trade transporta-
tion. He will chair the task force, which will
include a member of the commission,
TxDOT's executive director, district engi-
neers from each of the border districts and
several division directors.

The intent of the TxDOT initiative is to
accelerate the planning, design and con-
struction of critical border trade-related pro-
jects. According to Laney, funding for
TxDOT's NAFTA discretionary program
would be increased from $8 million to $50
million.

The initiative also includes more aggres-
sive relief from local contributions for high
priority trade projects; recycling previously
committed federal funds in the border
region when new funding sources are
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Wafc across the border from El Paso Is heavy, especially since the passage of NAFTA.
TxDOT In April unveiled a plan to speed up Improvements along the TexasMexlco border.

FHWA veteran chosen to lead TxDOT initiative
Edward A. Wueste is the Texas Depart- ly important border trade-transportation

ment of Transportation's new assistant projects. Working closely with the three
executive director for border trade trans- border district engineers in El Paso, Lare-
portation. His appointment, a key part of do and Pharr and the International Rela-
TxDOT's border initiative, was effective tions Office, he will report directly to the
May 1. Texas Transportation Commission and the

Wueste, 61, will focus on finding and executive director.
directing resources to expedite strategical- 9 See DIRECTOR, Page 4

secured; and more favorable terms on loans
for trade-related projects from the state's
infrastructure bank.

"Texas jobs depend on adequate, safe and
available roads and bridges throughout our
state, especially in the border region," Perry
said. "I hope that this is the beginning of a
new era, recognizing that a strong border
region means a strong Texas."

Gov. George W. Bush also applauded the
action. "I appreciate the initiative shown by
the Texas Transportation Commission,"
Bush said. "I am pleased with their respon-

siveness to my State of the State address call
for improved border transportation."

Noting that approximately $130 billion
worth of cross-border commerce passes
through Texas each year, Perry praised all
those involved in focusing attention on bor-
der transportation needs and finding innov-
ative ways to improve funding.

"I'm pleased the hard work that Gov.
Bush, Chairman Laney, the Border Infra-
structure Coalition and border legislators
have done is paying off for the border and
Texas as a whole," he said. *
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Training employees

shows TxDOT cares
y would TxDOT spend several million

dollars for training its employees?The
answer is simple: We do it because we

care about our employees.
Our department is charged with providing the

best transportation system possible, and there is no
better way to provide this service than with the best-
trained work force.

Developing and honing the skills of our employ-
ees helps them do their jobs better. I rank our
department as one of the best in training and invest-
ing in employees.

TxDOT's commitment to training has spanned at
least two decades. In my
early years, three and a
half decades ago, most
training was OJT - on-
the-job training. The
department relied on
experienced workers to
share knowledge and
skills with employees.

We still learn from our
successes and mistakes,
but today formal training
helps shape our work

Wes Heald force. TxDOT spends
approximately $3.5 million

Straight talk each year for training.Courses have been
developed and tailor-

made for our specific areas of work from alternative
fuels to management to work zone traffic control. In
other words, we want the training to be focused on
TxDOT's needs.

An important aspect of our training is location.
Approximately 80 percent of the courses are offered
in the districts, and we will continue to develop
more courses to be held in the districts.

We provide training in a variety of formats, dic-
tated by the needs of our employees in the districts,
divisions and offices.

Communication is also an important ingredient
in training. The performance planning and evaluat-
ing sessions are the best times for supervisors and
employees to discuss individual training needs.

Training information is also more readily avail-
able today with the list of courses and schedule
found on-line at the Human Resources Division's
Intranet page.

Every employee in TxDOT, regardless of job clas-
sification, has training opportunities available to
him or her. The burden falls upon the employee to
attend the training, return to the job and put that
training into practice.

I think training is also important in retaining our
employees. It not only enhances employee skills, but
can also boost morale.

We will continue to use all of the training
resources available to make sure that TxDOT
employees are prepared to respond to the needs of
our internal and external customers.

These are TxDOT dollars well spent, and a clear
signal that we are investing in our employees.*

Wes Heald is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation.

Vintage view
The Belton High School Band plays at the opening of the Temple Overpass in
the spring of 1939.In attendance were the mayor and city manager of Tem-
pie, the mayor of Belton, Highway Commission Chairman Robert Lee Bob-
bitt, Commission Member Harry Hines and bridge engineer G.C. Wicidine.
Note the slogan for the Riverside Swimming Pool: 'There's vim in a swim!

Cross training helps make
employees more versatile
By Mike Behrens

I know of no single district, division
or office that has cornered the market
on training practices.

We all strive to develop a work force
that can handle the challenge of what-
ever job we have, and our employees
who work hard at their jobs deserve the
opportunity to enhance their skills.

There are still a few of us who "grew
up" in the department with on-the-job
training. In the 1980s, management
training provided supervisors with
additional tools for doing their jobs.

Today, training courses are available
in at least 20 areas of operation. There is
training for every TxDOT employee.

In addition to these courses, there are
several districts with structured pro-
grams. In the Austin District, an effort is
made to show unlicensed engineers
many of the various projects, programs
and activities of the department.

It is not uncommon to see this Young
Engineers Group at a commission meet-
ing or on a construction project.

I am the product of a rotating pro-
gram in the Yoakum District. Former
District Engineer Carl Ramert devel-
oped this program to give engineering
assistants a short stint in the various
offices related to engineering.

During my first five years, I worked
in the district lab, construction, mainte-
nance and traffic offices, as well as an

area office. This quick tour of duty gave
me a chance to see the functions of each
section and its role in the overall opera-
tion of the department.

A mentoring program began in 1989.
Under District Engineer Ben Bohuslav's
program, the district's more experi-
enced engineers provided professional
support and assistance to the unli-
censed engineers. This program is still
used today in Yoakum, and there are
similar ones in other districts.

Cross training and job rotation pro-
grams are ways to train employees in
many job classifications throughout the
state. Sometimes, we simply must
"walk in another's shoes" to under-
stand the requirements of a specific job.

These training tools are also impor-
tant, because we can't afford for our
projects and services to halt because
someone is out of the office. We expect
other service providers, such as doctors
and mechanics, to have someone step in
for them. The same should apply to us.

Regardless of the method, a compre-
hensive training program makes good
sense for TxDOT and provides a win-
win situation for both our employees
and the department. *

Mike Behrens is assistant executive
director for engineering operations for
the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion.
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UTP's architect enjoys a tough
ether we call it the PDP (Project

Development Plan) or the UTP
(Unified Transportation Program),

it is probably one of TxDOT's most impor-
tant, most maligned and least understood
documents.

I mean, it IS the Texas Transportation
Commission's and TxDOT's 10-year plan for
transportation project development. Com-
munities all over Texas eagerly anticipate its
yearly update as they press to move their
pet projects through the process and into
Priority 1 status.

But, boy oh boy, do folks get irritated,
frustrated and
downright agi-
tated with the
project selection
process because

1) it tke oo
long, 2) there are
way too many

categories, 3)
who in the name
of Beelzebub
concocted those
formulas and 4)

everyone's pro-
Eloise Lundgren ject is more

important than

A Day in the fe anyone else's.
And to

muddy further
an already complicated matter, Congress just
passed the Transportation Efficiency Act for
the 21st Century. TxDOT is in a unique posi-
tion to program every federal dollar that

comes our way in the 2000 UTP.
It would be a gross understatement to say

putting together the UTP is a tough job but
somebody's got to do it - there, I've said it.

That somebody is a fellow named Max
Proctor, well-known throughout the Trans-
portation Planning and Programming Divi-
sion, TxDOT and a number of Texas com-
munities as the director of programming
and scheduling and the mastermind behind
the infamous UTP.

Proctor is a relative newcomer to the
department, hired directly for his TP&P
position in June 1994. A native of Fort
Worth, he retired from the Air Force as a
lieutenant colonel in 1992 in Phoenix after 26
years active duty, six in the Army and the
rest in the Air Force. Upon retirement, he
immediately went to work as the Maricopa
County transportation administrator, all the
while looking for a way to return to Texas.

"Anywhere in Texas is home," Proctor
told me. "Out of the 26 years in the military,
I only spent three of them in Texas (Abilene).

"TxDOT offered me the opportunity to
come home," he said, "and that was a super
deal for me." This way, he can get together
on a more frequent basis with his married
children (two sons and a daughter) and five
grandsons who are within shouting distance
in Abilene, Wichita Falls and Arkansas.

Proctor's military career provided him
the kind of experience - and sense of
humor - that comes in handy here.

"My degree in architecture allowed me to
design buildings," he cracked with a mis-
chievous grin; "flying B-52 bombers allowed
me to blow them up."

When he finished his Army enlistment,

job

Rom left, Wayne Dennis, Joyce Latham (seated) and Wayne Wells discuss the finer points
of the UTP with boss Max Proctor.

Proctor went back to college and got that
architecture degree that led to his commis-
sion as an Air Force officer. After his stint as
a radar navigator on B-52s, he found that
degree allowed him to fit nicely in the Air
Force's civil engineering program. He had
several assignments as a civil engineering
officer, and before he retired, Proctor's last
two assignments were as the base civil engi-
neer at Air Force installations in Portugal
and Arizona.

He completed a degree in engineering
and became a licensed professional engineer
last year. There's an ironic twist to this turn
of events in Proctor's career.

"I got interested in architecture when I
took a mechanical drawing class as a high
school freshman," Proctor said. "Then I took
Mechanical Drawing II as a sophomore and
I got to design a house."

Of course, the fact that Proctor's father
was a general contractor who built houses
probably played a small part in influencing
the aspiring architect.

Now the irony comes in. "I've actually
never worked as an architect. Instead, I
wound up being an engineer."

But in this section with a staff of 10, edu-
cational backgrounds run the gamut from
engineering to management to psychology,
so all feel at home, whether they work on
the UTP side or the allocation program side
of the house.

"The dynamics in this section are amaz-
ing," he said. "We're single-minded and
cohesive, although we're diverse. Whatever
needs to be done gets done because every-
one pitches in."

As expected, there's mass confusion at
UTP time, so, according to Proctor, it doesn't
matter whether copies need to be made or
holes need to be punched, whoever has less
to do than others at the moment handles it.

"We don't have much turnover here," he
said, "but when we do get a new employee,
we tell them up front that we're all in this
together. We need everyone's involvement
to make things work."

The UTP is a never-ending process;
before Procter and company are finished

with one year, they've already started work-
ing on the next one. "We only have about six
months out of a year when we're dealing
with just one UTP," he said.

"Of course, we couldn't do it without a
lot of coordination with and help from other
divisions, the districts, the commission and
the administration," Proctor said. "We keep
Al (Luedecke, TP&P division director) up to
speed with all the latest developments so he
can handle all the briefings (to commission,
administration)."

Whether staff is coordinating with the
Finance Division to look at potential SIB
(State Infrastructure Bank) projects, pouring
over file after file of data ("We'd be dead
without computers") or working with let-
ting management in the Design Division,
the bottom line is simple: get the most bang
out of every buck for the districts.

"Basically, we're in daily contact with the
districts. We also made five regional visits
during the past year," Proctor said. "We
emphasize to the districts that it's important
for them to keepus in theloop. We can doa
lot of good and save them a lot of effort on
the front end if we know their issues."

An annual planning conference, devoted
to overall state planning issues, is another
way the division tries to reach out and share
information with all the players. "We don't
stress programming issues," he said, "but
rather concentrate on how we're going to
develop transportation systems."

While the revenue sources, categories,
and distribution formulas are complex, the
concept is simple: How much money do we
have and what categories are we going to
program?

"Once we've accomplished that," Proctor
said, "then we determine the distribution of
dollars in each allocation category to the dis-
tricts and they select their projects.

"Now project specific categories have to
be done individually by the divisions here in
Austin," he said. "For example, the Texas
Eligible Bridge Selection System is used by
Programming and Scheduling and the

See PROCTOR, Page 1
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New turnpike
development
director chosen

Bob Daigh was selected Turnpike Plan-
ning and Development Director for the
Texas Turnpike Authority Division effective
April 1, Executive Director Wes Heald
announced.

Daigh, 43, began his career more than 20
years ago with Turner, Collie and Braden,
Inc. where he held positions as staff engi-

- neer, lead structural engineer and manager
of public works in their Houston and Austin
offices. He came on board with TxDOT in
1988 to work as staff engineer in the Austin
District's Georgetown Area Office, where he
was later promoted to assistant area engi-
neer. Since 1994, Daigh has served as district
programming and consultant contracts engi-
neer for the Austin District. He also worked
three summers as an engineer's aide in the
Dallas District while attending college.

Daigh graduated from the University of
Texas at Austin with a bachelor's degree in
civil engineering in 1977.

Daigh is president of the Central Texas
Chapter of the American Concrete Institute
and director of the Capitol Area Chapter of
the Texas Society of Professional Engineers.
Daigh is also a collegiate lacrosse official.
Born in Illinois and raised in West Point,
N.Y., Daigh graduated from Lake Highlands
High School in Dallas.

Daigh and his wife, Natalie, have two
children, Arthur, 7, and Laura, 2. *

TxDOT veteran
chosen PTN's
deputy director

Bobby Killebrew has been chosen deputy
director of the Public Transportation Divi-
sion, effective April 8.

Killebrew, 36, a native of Austin, has
more than 13 years of experience with the
department, including two summer posi-
tions.

In 1986, he began his career with the
Finance Division, where he held a variety of
positions in payroll, vouchers and budget,
including work with the TxDOT Adminis-
tration and the Texas Legislature.

Since May 1997, he has served as direc-
tor of program management in the Public
Transportation Division. Killebrew will con-
tinue to serve as section director while tak-
ing on the additional duties of deputy direc-
tor.

Killebrew earned a bachelor's degree in
business administration with a major in
accounting from Southwest Texas State Uni-
versity.

"Given the nature of our business and
our extensive contact with entities outside
the department, I am grateful to have such
an able deputy to share administrative
responsibilities and to manage the division
in my absence," said Margot Massey, divi-
sion director. *

Capitol 10,000
Among those TxDOT employees participating in the Capitol 10,000 were, from left,
front row, Sohellia Thum (RTS) and her 8-year-old daughter, Jasmine, Anne Cook
(TRV), Denise Bettencourt (TRV), Michelle Releford (DAL), Michael Amador (TRV),
Zane Webb (MNT), back row from left: Bob Kovar (DES), Monica Merrell (MNT), Lynn
Dobbins and Jim Dobbins (ENV), James Bailey (TRF), Leana and Gary Quinn (GSD),
Charles Koonce (TRF) and Rick Collins (TRF).

Randall chosen TPP depuW director
James L. Randall has been chosen deputy

director of the Transportation Planning and
Programming Division

Randall, 47, has been working in various
aspects of transportation planning since he
came to the department in 1977. He helped
develop the department's first strategic plan
and helped develop the department's "Mas-
ter Plan for Public Transportation in Texas."

In 1987, Randall became an engineering
specialist and developed several feasibility
studies, traffic analyses, and forecasts. He
also was involved in the 1988 Project Devel-
opment Plan.

In 1989, he moved within the division to
take on the relatively new responsibilities of
Waterway Planning Engineer under B. C.
Gersch, P. E. Upon Gersch's retirement, Ran-
dall became the waterway planning engi-
neer for the division and worked closely

DIRECTOR
Continued from Page 1

"In order for the commission and the
department to implement an effective inter-
national trade-transportation strategy, we
must have a full-time advocate for the bor-
der within TxDOT," said Transportation
Commissioner David Laney. "We are confi-
dent Ed Wueste will be successful in helping
us and the citizens of South Texas develop a
unified transportation vision."

TxDOT's top administrator on border
affairs will enjoy the kind of broad latitude
necessary to advise the commission on
investing the state's limited transportation
funds where they can have the greatest
impact on trade-related transportation needs
in the border area, according to Laney.

A native~of Eagle Pass, Wueste retired
from the Federal Highway Administration at
the end of April after 38 years. His career

with the industry and the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers to fulfill the responsibilities
TxDOT has in the Intracoastal Waterway.

In 1994, Randall was named director of
the department's Multimodal Operations
Office, a new office resulting from the reor-
ganization of the department. This office
was responsible for water transportation,
freight and passenger rail, bicycle, pedestri-
an and intermodal projects and operations.
The office was made a section of this divi-
sion in our latest reorganization.

In 1998, Randall was appointed by the
executive director to take over as the interim
director of the Public Transportation Divi-
sion after the resignation of the director. He
served in dual roles for several months until
a new director was named.*

included assignments in Washington, D.C.,
Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkansas,
Kuwait and Arizona.

Since 1995, he has served as regional
administrator for FHWA's Region 6, which
comprises Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexi-
co, Oklahoma and Texas.

While serving as FHWA division admin-
istrator in Arizona, Wueste was a member of
the Binational Joint Working Committee,
formed to facilitate joint planning between
Mexico and the United States.

He has extensive experience in strategic
transportation planning and coordination
with state, federal and foreign government
agencies.

Wueste, a registered professional engi-
neer, is a 1960 graduate of Texas A&M Uni-
versity where he received a bachelor's
degree in civil engineering. Wueste and his
wife, Sheryl, have two grown sons. *
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Terry Pence, back row, third from left, is TxDOTs contribution to the Nash Hernandez Orchestra. Pence Is the traffic
safety programs director In the Tiaffic Operations Division.

ONE COOL CAT
Traffic safety employee plays jazz saxophone with band in Austin clubs
By Eloise Lrudg~en
Public information Office

Terry Pence leads a double life. It's OK,
though; his family knows. From 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, he's

the dedicated, mild-mannered traffic safety
programs director in TxDOT's Traffic Opera-
tions Division.

But from 8 p.m. until the wee hours of the
morning as often as 14 nights out of a
month, he turns into a cool cat jazz musician
getting in some hot licks on his tenor sax.

For the past 20 years, Pence has been a
regular with the Nash Hemandez Orchestra,
livening up the scene at various hip Austin
dubs. He started playing with the orchestra
during his freshman year at the University
of Texas at Austin where he was also in the
Longhorn Band.

"I've always enjoyed playing music,"
Pence said, "but I didn't want to major in
that in school. I really liked accounting and
eventually got a business management
degree."

But Pence didn't want to end up like a lot
of his friends who, once they set down their
instruments after college, never picked them
up again.

"Playing with the orchestra in my spare
time is a way for me to keep up with my
music," he said. "It's relaxing, and I not only
enjoy it, but I also enjoy watching the
dancers and the crowds that turn up to hear
us."

Born in Kentucky, Pence started playing
alto sax in the fourth grade. His sister
played the flute and piccolo, and his two
younger brothers played alto sax and trum-
pet.

"Our parents both enjoyed music," he

said. "My mother was in the choir and glee
club, and my dad played the guitar and
banjo, so of course they encouraged all of us
to play."

Moving to Texas in 1967, Pence, then a
seventh-grader, continued his musical pur-
suit, switching to tenor sax his sophomore
year at Reagan High School. "I also played
baritone sax one concert season," he said.

Playing in the Longhorn Band was "prob-
ably one of the most fun things I've ever
done," Pence enthusiastically admitted.
"The games were always a thrill, and the
bowl games were even more exciting."

"In my freshman year, we were invited to
Houston to be part of the halftime show at
the Super Bowl," he said.

He gave up all that excitement when he
went into the restaurant business upon
graduation from UT. In fact, he didn't play
with the orchestra either during that time.
"The restaurant business doesn't really
allow one to have the time to pursue a sec-
ond career in music," Pence said, "because
they're both night-time activities."

But all that changed in 1981 when Pence
joined the TxDOT family in the Traffic Oper-
ations Division. "I had a day job," he said
and that reunited him with Nash.

"The Nash Hernandez Orchestra has
been around in Austin for 50 years," Pence
said. "In fact, we just came out with our first
compact disc entitled 'Fifty.' It's selling pret-
ty well because we just produced another
run of the CD."

Hernandez, a trumpeter, established the
12-piece orchestra initially from among all
the students he had taught. Since then,
many musicians have come through the
ranks but the sound has remained the same.

Termed by many as Austin's premier
society orchestra, the band was a Capitol
City tradition, playing for inaugurations, the
old Austin Senators baseball team and major
civic events. When Hernandez died in 1994,
his son Ruben, who began playing drums
with the group at age 11, continued the
band.

Although the Big Band repertoire is their
standard, the orchestra also plays music
with a Latin flavor as well as many of Frank
Sinatra's and Nat King Cole's biggest hits.

"The swing portion of the big band
sound is extremely popular now nationally,"
Pence said. "You see it featured in a lot of
television commercials, too.

"We play a lot of dubs, private parties
and weddings," he continued, "and it's real-
ly neat to see lots of couples in their 20s
coming out to swing dance."

Pence said he's always particularly happy
to see someone from TxDOT in the audi-
ence. "I would really appreciate it if they'd
come up during a break and say hi," he said.
"Seeing a familiar face makes the evening
even more enjoyable."

Catching one of their gigs around Austin
is fairly easy, but if you were thinking about
bringing in the new millennium with them,
you can forget it.

"We've had numerous requests for New
Year's Eve 1999," Pence said, "but we've
been booked for more than a year."

Playing until 1 a.m. and then having to
go to work the next day by 8 or 9 a.m. might
deter many less hearty folks, but not these
guys. "It's all about the music, " Pence said.

(More information on the Nash Hernan-
dez Orchestra is available at
NHODBRH@aol.com) *
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TxDOT projects win excellence awards
Brownwood, Dallas district staffs recognized nationally for partnering efforts
By Chuite Bernm
Public Information Office

Of the five 1999 Marvin M. Black Excel-
lence in Partnering Awards given each year,
the Associated General Contractors of Amer-
ica selected two Texas Department of Trans-
portation construction projects.

The two winning TxDOT projects are the
Brown County Santa Fe Depot project in the
Brownwood District, executed by the
Brownwood Area Engineer Office and RBR
Construction, Inc.; and the U.S. 75 North
Central Expressway S-2 Section project in
Dallas District, executed by the Northeast
Dallas Area Office and Granite Construction
Company.

The Marvin M. Black Excellence in Part-
nering Award is given each year to construc-
tion projects that exemplify the principles of
partnering. All types of construction projects
are considered. Each representative received
a 10-inch crystal trophy at the annual AGC
of America Convention in Las Vegas on
March 23.

The partnering concept evolved in the
construction industry during the 1980s as a
means to reverse a destructive trend of
adversarial relations and litigation that had
developed between industry groups and
government agencies. The objective of part-
nering is the establishment of a working
relationship among all those involved in
each project based on mutual trust and
respect, commitment, open communication,
cooperation and teamwork, and achieve-
ment of mutual goals and objectives. Simply
stated: Everyone involved in the construc-
tion project agrees to treat everyone else as a
partner. It's based on the premise that work-
ing together creates success. This award was
first bestowed in 1993 to recognize the pro-
jects epitomizing the partnering system.

The Brown County Santa Fe project,
located south of downtown Brownwood,
began in September 1997. This million-dollar
transportation enhancement project includ-
ed renovating the Santa Fe Depot and the
Harvey House.

Built in 1909, the depot was the focal
point of hospitality in Brownwood. A need
for accommodations arose and the Harvey
House was added in 1911. Local women
from the surrounding area were hired to
work in the boarding house and restaurant
that catered to train passengers.

John B. Raschke, Brownwood area engi-
neer, said he is very pleased with this pro-
ject.

"It was a great job because we felt like we
were contributing directly back to the com-
munity of Brownwood. We enjoyed every
aspect of the renovations."

Partnering was set up in the early stages
of the project. Hartnet Partnering of Florida
was brought in to mediate between RBR
Construction, TxDOT, Corgan Associates,
and the Brownwood Civic Improvement
Foundation, Inc.

"Our main goal was to work with each
other on problems and resolutions when
there was a change in needs," Raschke said.
"We would determine a solution that was
economically feasible and agreeableto all
parties involved."

The Brownwood Sante Fe Depot is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, 1976
and the National Historic Society in 1998. A recent renovation project earned Brownwood
District employees a national award for excellence in partnering.

presented Marvin Black Awards to John B. Ras
area engineer, second from left; Kathy Kunkel,
records keeper for the project; and Michael Bl1
enhancement coordinator, right.

This project also had historical signifi-
cance. What made this project different was
the unusual structural techniques used.

"The structure is in exceptional shape for
being built in the 1920s," Raschke said. "The
quality of the materials and workmanship is
unbelievable."

Funded by TxDOT and the Brownwood
Civic Improvement Foundation, the city is
now using the depot as a cultural and civic
center. The project was completed on sched-
ule in August 1998.

In Dallas, just a few miles from down-
town, a 6-mile section of U.S. 75 North Cen-
tral Expressway South has been divided into
three sections. Section 2 of this project began
in September 1993 and was completed in
December 1998. The project was completed
nine months ahead of schedule, said Jim
Hunt, Dallas District director of construc-
tion.

"At the time this project was let, it was
the largest in the State," Hunt said. "It could
have been a disaster, but it was a success
story."

This $108 million project was difficult
because the district had to leave the express-
way open at all times while workers were
rebuilding to drop the elevation 25 feet.

"It's kind of like trying to rebuild your
house and drop it 25 feet and keep everyone
in the house happy," he said.

What made this project a success, Hunt
said, is the support officials received from
the many shareholders involved. Since there
were so many people involved, such as rep-

resentatives for the public utilities,
University Park, Highland Park
and many other businesses, they
decided to bring everyone into the
planning and discussions from day
one. Hence the creation of the
North Central Mobility Task Force,
whose top priority was to keep
every party informed on the project
activity at least once a month.

Further help came from the Cen-
ter for Transportation Research.

"They worked with the project
to evaluate the impact on the local

chke, businesses," Hunt said. "CTR also
helped us evaluate traffic control

e ins, scenarios to find the best routes for
the traveling public."
The award is an honor, Hunt said.

"It reflects the dedicated attitude that every-
one exhibited on this project. The area office
and the other TxDOT personnel involved
did a wonderful job. We've got some great
people working for the department."

These two awards are only the tip of the
iceberg when it come to accolades TxDOT's
partnering program has earned. The pro-
gram, initiated in 1992, has become one of
the most recognized and respected trans-
portation industry partnering programs in
the United States, officials said.

In 1997, TxDOT was one of only two state
departments of transportation visited by a
joint construction industry-government
transportation team from Great Britain,
which came to study TxDOT's partnering
program as a model for their own.

The Continuous Improvement Branch,
Training, Quality and Development Section
of the Human Resource Division provides
staff coordination and support for TxDOT's
Partnering program. The District Engineer
has the final say if a project will be "part-
nered."

For each project that will be partnered, a
facilitated partnering workshop attended by
all of the project stakeholders typically will
be held just prior to the initiation of work.
Follow-up partnering sessions and other
project team activities are conducted period-
ically to maintain the spirit of partnership
throughout the life of the project, officials
said. *
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Former Commissioner christens ferry
The Robert H. Dedman now ready for service to Bolivar Peninsula
By Victor Taal and Norn Wigington
Houston District

GALVESTON - As the clang of the thick
glass bottle resonated through the steel hull
of the ship, a gush of champagne spilled
onto the deck of the newly christened ferry,
the Robert H. Dedman. The man holding
the bottle broke into a wide grin as he was
congratulated by family members and
friends from his days as a transportation
commissioner.

"I very much enjoyed the time I had on
the commission," Dedman said. "I very
much enjoyed the people in the department.
They're the finest people I think I've ever
met in my life, all professional, all highly
dedicated, completely competent. It was an
absolute delight for me from the time I spent
on the commission; I'm sure that's one of the
reasons I did it twice so enthusiastically."

Dedman is the only individual to have
served two separate terms as the chairman
of the Texas Transportation Commission. He
served his first term on the commission
from March 19, 1981, to July 24, 1985, and
his second term from Feb. 25,1987, to Nov
19,1991. Current chairman David Laney
was on hand to help introduce the honoree.

"It's a pleasure to have someone who has
served on the commission not only once but
twice, and probably has more years under
his belt of transportation in Texas than any-
one else," Laney said. "Maybe a close sec-
ond is Ray Stoker, but just a close second."
At a luncheon at Fisherman's Wharf restau-
rant following the christening ceremony,
Laney presented Dedman with a framed
copy of a Texas Senate resolution sponsored
by state Sen. David Cain honoring Dedman
for his achievements.
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Former 1hansportation Commissioner Robert H. Dedman christens the ferry that bears his
name during a recent ceremony in Galveston in the Houston District.

A native of Arkansas, Dedman is the
founder and chairman of ClubCorp Interna-
tional, Inc., which owns and operates
approximately 260 clubs, resorts, golf cours-
es and real estate developments worldwide.
Knowing Dedman to be an avid golfer,
Laney joked that when the ferry was first
ordered, he had proposed to have some arti-
ficial turf and a golf ball driving range
installed on the boat, but was turned down.
Dedman holds three degrees from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin and a law degree
from Southern Methodist University. The
ferry is painted with red and blue trim, the
school colors of SMU.

The Dedman is very similar to the other

newer members of ferry vessels with a
capacity of 500 passengers and 70 automo-
biles. The Dedman is 263 feet long and 65
feet wide, and cost $9.4 million. Newer fer-
ries have no propellers and no rudders, but
instead are powered by twin cycloidal
propulsors, allowing them to achieve 12
knots and maneuver in any direction with-
out stopping or changing engine speed.

The crossing from Galveston to the Boli-
var Peninsula is a distance of 2.7 miles and
takes 15 minutes each way. Visitors wishing
take the free ferry ride are encouraged to
park their vehicles in the lot adjacent to the
ferry landing and cross over as walk-on pas-
sengers. *

Construction career days target students
By Montrose Cunningham
Dallas Distict

LEWISVILLE - Asphalt paving, design,
welding and concrete finishing. For any
TxDOT employee these are very familiar
terms. But for thousands of students gradu-
ating high school each year, these terms are
like a foreign language. The Associated Gen-
eral Contractors of Texas is trying to change
that.

Every year there are about 250,000 jobs
available in the construction industry and
close to 10 percent are in Texas. A startling
statistic, but an insignificant one if the word
doesn't get out to the group of people who
can fill those jobs - high school graduates.

In early March, more than 1,300 students
attended the AGC's first Construction
Career Days. The four-day event was held in
Lewisville and involved people in every
facet of the industry.

Dallas District Construction Director Jim
Hunt was one of the fair's coordinators. This
fair was more significant than the ones in
the past because it involved every aspect of
the construction industry, he said.

"There have been career fairs, but usually
they only involve one part of the industry.

This is the first one in Texas that has been
industrywide," Hunt said. "At this one, we
had contractors, Texas Engineering Exten-
sion Service, TxDOT, (Federal Highway
Administration); everyone was represent-
ed."

One goal is to communicate with stu-
dents as well as high school career coun-
selors. Unfortunately, counselors seem to
encourage construction careers to their stu-
dents who don't do well academically, he
said.

"At the fair, we had the opportunity to
show students and counselors the technolo-
gy that's used in construction, which let
them see that you have to be pretty sharp to
enter the construction industry."

Buses took students from all over the area
to Lewisville to meet with industry repre-
sentatives and to witness more than 25
exhibits and demonstrations. While on the
bus, an industry representative showed a
construction video to students, told personal
stories and answered questions.

Tracey Friggle, Dallas' assistant director
of construction, was host to Rowlette High
School students.

"The students seemed sincerely interested

in what I had to say. Many of them were
surprised to find there were summer job
opportunities at TxDOT."

Students were also informed about
TxDOT employment opportunities.

"We had students apply for summer jobs
as well as graduating seniors who were
interested in full-time employment," Hunt
said. "We also let them know about grant
opportunities for students who wanted to
go to college then work for TxDOT after
graduation."

The response to the fair was so good that
the Federal Highway Administration and
the AGC want to do more of them through-
out the year, nationwide.

Mike LaPoint from J.L. Steel was the fair's
director. He sent a very important message
when he spoke to students, Hunt said.

"He told them that although he didn't go
to college he worked his way up and is now
co-owner of J.L. Steel Construction. With the
other owner being a college graduate it
shows there are many paths to success. So it
sends the message that there's room for
everyone, and if you're willing to work
hard, the sky is the limit." *
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TxDOTs vehicle title records provide
the paper trail police and the FBI fol-
low to the perpetrators of crimes
ranging from the theft of luxury cars
to the bombings in Oklahoma City and
Centennial Olympic Park in Atlanta.

By Linda Ribble

rm the moment Texas mation proves instrumental to DPS and New York Organized
Department of Transporta- investigators and criminal Auto Crime Task Force offi-
tion employee Harold prosecution cases, according ciais in breaking up a multi-

Wiesenhutter walked Into the to Texas Department of Pub- million-dollar vehicle theft ring
federal courtroom kin as lie Safety and FBI officials. operating out of New York.

Vegas, the defendant glared And when a crime does Ring members registered

at him e raise its ugly head, Vehicle stolen and altered luxury vehi-

The 1985 trial in which Title and Registration Division des such as Lexus, BMWs
Wiesenhutter, assistant man- employees sometimes share and Mercedesin Texas using
ager of VTR's Customer Ifer- the limelight --- even though false documents. PDC employ
nation Services Branch, test- their crime-fighting activities ees supplied suspect lists to
fled involved the theft of a are part of the routine. CIS and law enforcement offi-

Mercedes Benz which had Texas' 254 county tax das, while CIS employees
been registered in Texas. offices issue Texas titles and identified and intercepted fic-

The defendant's glaring con- ensure that appropriate proof titious New Jersey titles being
tinted as Wiesenhutter took of vehicle ownership docu- submitted by title applicants.
the stand,.to merits are submitted by title in the Dallas area alone, at

It was probably an attempt applicants. But TOOT is the least 70 unsuspecting Texas
to intmkdate me, but it didn't administrative agency that purchasers were affected
worWieseutt said' "My keeps the records, and VTR with a reported loss in excess
work,"'Wiesenhutter said. "My epoescrtf h o of $4 million from September
job was to testify that the ev- employees certify the doeu- of $ mlo ferom September

jobwastotesifytht te ei-merits and information submit- 1997 to February 1998. Fif-
denced documents were ted.teen people In Texas, Missis-
those submitted for the title, DP' Motor Vehicle Tt sippi and New York received
that's the reason I was there" P M rh44 federal felony indictments
The defendant t oWiesenhut- Service officials work with on charges ranging from Inter-
ter's case was found guilty employees of CIS and another state transportation of stolen

Murder, robbery and r- VTR branch, Production Data and altered vehicles to inter-
cotics trafficking typically Control, most often, according state transportation of
aren't aso t d in the y to investigator Commander firearms and conspiracy to
aent associated in the plob David Griffith. In a recent vehi.commit bank robbery.i's mind with vehicle titles
and registration, but the infor- cle theft Investigation, CIS

and PDC employees assisted ®* "etp age

X4*.
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VTR records help officers chase suspects
Continued from page 8

Specializing in investigating acts of
terrorism, DPS Crime Analyst Car-
olyn Wier routinely searches

motor vehicle information daily in
TxDOT's Registration and Title System
through the Texas Law Enforcement
Telecommunication System. Entering a
vehicle's license plate number, certifi-
cate of title document number, identifi-
cation number or registration valida-
tion sticker number allows law
enforcement officers access to RTS
information. Updated daily, the system
also includes stolen vehicle reports.

Partial license plate and special plate
searches are handled differently and
used less frequently.

Armed with only a partial vehicle
license plate number, law enforcement
officers may obtain a list of possible
matches using available letters or num-
bers, said Gary Bible, manager of
PDC's nine employees.

"As a part of their workload, pro-
grammers assist law enforcement offi-
cers with partial license plate or vehicle
identification numbers on felony
crimes such as armed robbery, mur-
ders, kidnappings and theft," Bible
said.

Name searches are also conducted,
such as for Internal Revenue Service
tax fraud cases. And address requests
increase as more right of way offices
learn of the search capability.

"They are looking for a good
address to contact for the owner of a
piece of property," Bible said.

during two armed standoff inci-
dents, VTR information helped
DPS officials identify opposing

group members. While Branch Davidi-
an leader David Koresh and followers
refused to allow law enforcement
agents into their religious compound in
Mount Carmel outside of Waco from
February to April 1993, vehicle license
plate information was used to identify
Koresh and other group members
occupying the compound.

Vehicle title and registration infor-
mation also identified secessionist
Republic of Texas group member
Richard McLaren and others while law
enforcement officers were held at bay
by the separatist faction in Fort Davis
in April and May 1997. (The group
seeks the separation of Texas from the
United States.)

In another investigation, a PDC pro-
grammer worked to track down the
owner of a 40-year-old vehicle. A previ-
ous owner was suspected of killing his
stepdaughter and hiding the slain girl's
body in the vehicle's trunk.

"With the new sophisticated testing
procedures, they (law enforcement offi-
cials) felt if they could locate the car,
they could prove their case," said Joey
Oestrick, a PDC programmer.

FBI Investigative Analysts Denise
Meyer and Smoky Holland also work
with CIS and PDC on investigations.
Cases in which the FBI worked with
TxDOT include the Branch Davidian

incident, the 1995 bombing of the fed-
eral building in Oklahoma City, the
1996 Centennial Olympic Park bomb-
ings in Atlanta in 1996 and the 1991 I
Can't Believe It's Yogurt Shop slayings
in Austin.

The bombing of the Alfred P. Mur-
rah Federal Building on April 19, 1995
resulted in the deaths of 168 people.
Timothy McVeigh was convicted on all
counts in the bombing and given a
death sentence. Terry Nichols will serve
life in prison for his role in the bomb-
ing.

Two people were killed and more
than 100 injured in the Centennial
Olympic Park explosion on July 27,
1996, in Atlanta. Survivalist Eric
Rudolph, who has been charged in
connection with the bombing, contin-
ues to elude officers after an already
lengthy manhunt in the mountains of
North Carolina.

In the yogurt shop case, four teen-
age girls were slain after the shop
closed Dec. 6, 1991. Investigators
crossed state lines and even sought
help from Mexican authorities in their
search for suspects. There have been no
convictions in connection with these
slayings.Investigators are not at liberty to dis-

cuss specifics or even how informa-
tion may be beneficial in any of the

on-going investigations, but officers
believe certain aspects of their jobs
would be impossible without VTR
employees' assistance.

During fiscal year 1998, more than
16 million motor vehicles were regis-
tered. Ownership of most vehicles is
transferred an average of three times,
and the average number of pages
required per transfer is five, said Linda
Walden, assistant branch manager of
VTR's Vehicle Data Management
Branch. VDM is responsible for micro-
filming vehicle title and registration
records.

Although title history requests vary
in number and by entity, each day
about 35 title histories are requested,
said Rachel Lindley, supervisor of CIS
customer service. The number of pages
per title history request processed usu-
ally falls between 20 and 25.

"We have received a request for
3,800 certified title histories from one
entity," Lindley said.

While being audited by the Texas
Comptroller's Sales Tax Division, a pri-
vate company made the inordinate
request in 1997, which resulted in the
highest number of title history requests
ever processed in one year, 12,049.
Requests in 1998 numbered 8,023, and
as of March 31, CIS has processed 3,746
requests so far this year.

VTR records also link those involved
in criminal narcotics activities and the
vehicles used to transport illegal drugs,
said Pat Nunez, supervisor of the DPS'
Narcotics Analyst Service.

"They swap ownership constantly.
The certified documents have proved
to be very important during the court
proceedings leading to seizure of the

vehicles," Nunez said.
In some court cases, judges will

accept documents as testimony in lieu
of a personal appearance by a witness.
Lindley has given several depositions
to attorneys that have taken anywhere
from one to three hours and also has
given testimony by teleconference.But in some cases, only a personal

appearance will suffice. A judge
subpoenaed CIS Branch Manager

Kitty Lockhart in 1997 to certify docu-
ments submitted for the defendant in a
narcotics case in the U.S. District Court
in Memphis.

Officers had stopped the defendant
searched his vehicle. In this case, the
result of the search netted kilos of hero-
in with a street value of more than $1
million.

An absence of a registration valida-
tion sticker on the vehicle's license
plate was the reason officers said they
stopped the defendant, but the vehicle
had a legal registration validation stick-
er mounted on the driver's side corner
of the front windshield. The front win-
dow-mounted sticker method was ini-
tiated in December 1994.

Based on the vehicle registration
information, law enforcement officials
subsequently were prosecuted and
found guilty of conducting an illegal
search and falsifying information.

"Testifying on behalf of the (original)
defendant was hard for me," Lockhart
said. The case against him had to be
dropped because of a technicality.

TxDOT employees usually don't
know the nature of the case when offi-
cers request information, said Tobe
Hubbard, chief of VTR's Technical
Operations Section in charge of PDC.

Since 1995, Oestrick has worked on
hundreds of cases involving murder,
kidnapping, armed robbery, narcotics
trafficking and other felony charges,
never knowing what the outcomes of
these searches were or even if they
helped identify a suspect. At first, the
lack of resolution was a let down for
him, he said. "But it's business as usual
now." *

Chante Bergmann contributed to
this report.
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WATCH YOUR CAR
Most commonly stolen vehicle in Texas:

GM Pickup
Most commonly stolen vehicle in the

United States: Honda Accord
Vehicle that doesn't appear in Top 10 list

of Most Commonly Stolen Vehicles in United
States: GM Pickup

Number of registered vehicles in Texas in
1997: 15,767,402

Number of vehicles stolen in Texas in
1997: 101,687

Number of vehicles registered in Texas in
1991: 13,934,462

Number of vehicles stolen in Texas in
1991: 163,837.

Decrease in number of vehicles stolen
between the years 1991 and 1997: 62,150

Number of vehicles that can park in
Astrodome parking lot in Houston: 24,368

Age group with highest number of thefts:
15-19

Number of arrests in 15-19 age group:
more than 4,000.

Number of arrests in 10-14 age group:
more than 2,000

Number of arrests for 40-44: about 500
Month in which your car is most likely to

be stolen: July
Month in which your car is least likely to

be stolen: February
Texas county recording the most thefts in

1997: Harris, with 27,479
Runner-up: Dallas, with 22,610

County with the fewest vehicle thefts: Bell,
with 570

Funds saved through theft prevention
efforts of the Texas Automobile Theft
Prevention Authority over the last seven
years: about $300 million

Sources: TATPA 1998 Annual Report;
Engineering department, Houston Astrodome

A DULL ROAR
The Federal Highway Administration requires
TxDOT to conduct noise studies before building
new highways or changing existing ones. A
noise study determines the potential impact of
traffic noise on surrounding areas. The risk of
high levels of noise pollution can be lowered
through noise abatement measures such as
barriers, buffers and highway relocation. Traffic
sound is measure in decibels (dB) TxDOT
meters and computers also adjust high and low
frequencies to match the way the average per-
son hears them. This is called A-weighing
(dBA). Anticipated traffic noise in excess of 67
dBA in a residential area would require a noise
abatement measure.

WHAT'S YOUR NOISE IQ?
Rank the following sounds from 1 to 5, 1 being
the loudest. Answers appear below.

__Restaurant crowd

_ Person shouting

_ Babbling brook

_ Clothes dryer

_ Vacuum cleaner
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Source: "Building Barriers to Noise," Environmental
Affairs DMsion

FIRST PERSON

News show prom pts concern
over installing child safeW seat
By Mike West
Dallas District

t was 8:15 on a Monday morning and the
telephone was ringing much like any
other Monday morning. What I didn't

know was that there had been a segment on
the ABC news show, "20/20," on child safe-
ty seats over the weekend that would make
this day a little unusual.

The first call was from Sharon Reiter,
who had recently left the employ of the Dal-
las District to be a stay-at-home mom with
her first-born son, Joshua.

Sharon feared her child's seat was one of
the 80 to 85 percent of the seats that have
been incorrectly installed. As it turned out,
she was right. The following is her account
of what she and her husband faced purchas-
ing and installing a car seat:

"Having a baby is the biggest blessing
that can be bestowed upon a couple. So
once you get one of these little treasures,
you want to make sure that you do every-
thing possible to keep him safe from harm.
One aspect of this protection is purchasing
and installing a child's car seat. I didn't real-
ize how difficult - and confusing - it
could be to install a car seat. I thoughtI had
done it right until I saw '20/20,' which said
more than 80 percent of us have installed
our infant seats improperly. That's when I
decided to call my former colleague and
Dallas District traffic safety 'guru' Mike
West. And it's a good thingI did.

My son Joshua, who, although only 6
months old, had already grown out of his
baby carrier. So my husband and Ipur-
chased and installed a bigger car seat for
him. After seeing '20/20,' I called Mike to
see if we had installed Joshua's car seat
properly and if not, would he show me how
to do it correctly. Mike is a certified car seat
installer. I asked him what that meant, and
he said that he had taken a four-day course
to learn how to install baby seats properly.
Mike showed us we had installed the seat
too loosely. It's pretty sad car manufacturers
have made things so difficult that, in order
to install a car seat correctly, you need a
four-day training course. I didn't stand a
chance!

Mike showed me that in order to get the
seat in really snug you have to literally put
all of your weight on the infant seat, which
pushes the car cushion down, fasten the seat
belt and then get off and see if you can
move the infant seat. If it moves to the right
or left more than one inch, you don't have it
snug enough. It took Mike about 15 minutes
to get ours in properly.

I asked Mike what they were doing to
make this an easier job for us amateurs. The
federal government has declared a regula-
tion that would make all car seats and cars
compatible with one another. This means
there would be one standard buckling sys-
tem in all cars so, no matter whether you
have a Volvo, or a Honda, your infant seat
will have the same installation system. The
biggest problem we parents face right now
is that there are about three different buck-
ling systems used in various cars, and not all

0

.iaffic safety 'guru' Mike West checks the
installation of a child safety seat.

of them are compatible with car seats.
Mike wasn't through with me yet. He

looked at my brand new car seat, which was
top of the line, and told me he wanted to
check something. He said that the brand I
had purchased had had many recall prob-
lems in the past, and he wanted to make
sure this one was OK. I figured it had to be
because the salesman had spent 15 minutes
with us at the baby store and had strongly
recommended the car seat we purchased.
Well, sure enough, our car seat had been
recalled.

The purpose of my story is two-fold. One,
just because you buy an expensive car seat
from a reputable store, don't assume it's OK.
If you find a car seat you like, call your local
traffic safety specialist and have them check
on it before you buy it. Two, have someone
who has taken a course in installing car seats
check to see if you have installed yours cor-
rectly. Most of us don't, and it could be our
children who will pay the price."

Of course, the problem of the ringing
telephone was just beginning and has con-
tinued for more than two weeks. I am get-
ting multiple calls a day from concerned
parents wishing to know if they have their
child safety seat correctly installed.

A universal child seat securing system
will be optional for some new vehicles in the
next model year. The option will become a
requirement with the 2002 model. The prob-
lem lies with the 20-year life span of cars on
the street. So we'll have a problem with car
seats for a long time.

Check with your district's traffic safety
specialist for seat installation. Most TSSs
have had the training. For the few districts
where the TSS has not yet been trained, you
can check with your local DPS safety educa-
tion service trooper. Has your car seat been
recalled? Another way to find a trained
inspector is to contact the Safe Riders pro-
gram with the Texas Department of Health,
(800) 252-8255. They have a list of certified
child seat inspectors and can also tell you if
your seat has been recalled. *
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Sensors part of traffic study
Bryan District testing technology for use at other TxDOT facilities
By Paul Sturrock
Bryan DistrictIt's been there long enough for motorists

not to notice anymore, an oversized traf-
fic signal arm thrusting over Texas 6 in

College Station that doesn't carry traffic sig-
nals. Sensor gizmos crouch on the arm like
so many robot vultures, their unblinking
eyes forever freeway-focused. It's part of a
study called the Transport Operations Pro-
gram, which is conducted by the Texas
Transportation Institute and partially fund-
ed by TxDOT.

Dan Middleton, the program manager,
might favor a mother hen analogy rather
than a vulture metaphor; after all, his sen-
sors won't be used for ticketing motorists.
They're mostly intended for picking up
trends on roadways, like average speeds
and lane usage. If they notice a traffic jam
for instance, an alarm would sound,
humans would view the scene through cam-
eras, then take corrective measures.

"The original idea came about because
individual vendors were going to TxDOT
districts to test their sensors," Middleton
said. "By testing sensors at our facilities, we
can tell TxDOT districts when they work
and don't work."

Vendors like the testing arrangement,
which spots any flaws in their products,
Middleton said. This not only points the
way to needed improvements, it givers ven-
dors added confidence knowing their wares
are field tested with plenty of data to back
their claims.

The Texas 6 facility is strictly utilitarian.
The signal arm is like those at countless city
intersections, only bigger - 46-feet-long to
be precise - and festooned with sensors.
Holding the arm aloft is a thick aluminum
pole that could hold two additional limbs if
needed. Nearby are two metal cabinets sit-
ting on a fenced-in concrete pad. The cabi-
nets house half a dozen PCs to control the
sensors, which comprise the sexiest part of
the hardware: microwave radar, video, laser,
magnetic and acoustic detectors. The PCs
coordinate individual sensors so they watch
the same thing at the same time.

"The basic notion was to focus a number
of sensing technologies in one area," said
Tom Urbanik, assistant director of TII. "The
advantage is not having to duplicate infra-
structure at a number of locations."

The sensors complement each other, one
seeing where others can't. On a clear day the

Dan Middleton, program manager, sas the sen
Intended to pick up trends on the roadways.

video camera works fine; at night or bad
weather, the radar and laser are in their ele-
ment.

One sensing device is a video tracking
system that classifies types of vehicles,
counts them and calculates their average
speeds. The system also figures usage rates
for each travel lane, using artificial intelli-
gence to track vehicles. It can even follow
vehicles making lane changes without dou-
ble counting, and is savvy enough to know
a tall truck is one vehicle, though it may
block the camera's view of several lanes.

An acoustic sensor being tested uses vehi-
cle noise to generate traffic counts, lane
usage rates, average speeds and can monitor
up to five lanes of traffic. It measures speed
by determining how long it takes vehicles to
go from one detection zone to another.

Urbanik said the goal is to get sensors out
of the pavement, where they take a pound-
ing from motor vehicles. "The road is a
harsh environment and it doesn't help pave-
ment when you cut into it," he added.

When the facility began operating about a
year and a half ago, a lone figure was often
seen in the fenced area, looking hot and
bored beneath a blue tarp. That was Ricky
Parker, an engineering research associate at
TTI. He was doing stuff that has to be done
when starting up technical projects, like
repairing, maintaining, replacing video
recorders and anything else that needed
doing. "It's more of an ordeal than you
think to get all this to work together," Parker
said. One minor, but irritating problem is
fire ants, strangely attracted to electronics
housed in the cabinets. Thus the incongru-
ous sight of fire ant poison stored side-by-
side with PCs.

The fenced area also has a
mini-weather station that
records wind speed and direc-
tion, rainfall amount and
intensity, relative humidity,
barometric pressure and tem-
perature. The goal is to know
how and when weather affects
sensors. If data's being lost on
the video camera, for instance,
an operator can determine if
rainfall's the culprit. An earlier
version of one video system
counted two vehicles when
light rains caused pavement

morm a glare from headlights. It's hard
to anticipate such problems,
hence the need for testing sen-
sors under real world condi-

tions.
All the devices under test are mounted on

the signal arm, except for the weight sensor,
which is embedded in the freeway. It gener-
ates a magnetic field that's affected by pass-
ing vehicles. Middleton envisions officers
tapping into similar devices while lying in
wait for overweight trucks. "Truckers would
never know it's there," he said.

While the weight sensor won't replace
portable scales and weigh stations, it's accu-
rate enough to spot good candidates for
ticketing. It should prevent a lot of guess
work and boost the ratio of tickets written-
to-traffic stops made. If the technology
works, the time-honored gambit celebrated
in "Willing," by Linda Ronstadt - "Driven
every kind of rig that's ever been made, dri-
ven the back roads so I wouldn't get
weighed" - could become obsolete.

The all-seeing, Big Brotherish sensors on
Texas 6 are themselves under close scrutiny,
and if TTI's reviews are favorable, could
become commonplace on freeways. They
wouldn't be the first innovations from TII
to change the look of roadways; guardrails
and breakaway sign posts are also credited
to the institute. Ultimately, the sensors,
along with the software/hardware mix con-
trolling them and acting on their input,
could breathe new life into overcrowded
freeways. Financially strapped cities - not
to mention TxDOT - could extend the use-
ful lives of roadway configurations, using
active management to carry more traffic
without additional lanes. It's an idea finding
increasing favor in metropolitan areas,
where land is at a premium and freeway
construction a seemingly necessary evil. *

PROCTOR
Continued from Page 3

Design Division Bridge Section to select
bridge projects based on TEBSS scores and
critical deficiency criteria."

Each of the 33 categories has a separate
set of criteria and TxDOT will soon add
number 34 - turnpike projects. "Turnpike
projects will be developed differently, of
course," he said, "but we will get involved
in their authorization."

Proctor would really like to take away the
mystique of the UTP, so he's put together an

eight-hour training session he's given in
Tyler and Lubbock so far, with another
planned for Amarillo in the near future.
Attendees include Metropolitan Planning
Organizations staff and policy board mem-
bers as well as TxDOT employees.

The first three sections of the class consist
of slide presentations and discussions of
where TxDOT gets revenue, how and why
we have 33 categories, and distribution for-
mulas and project selection. The last section
involves a programming exercise with sup-
porting material. About 100 attended the
classes.

"I divided each class into four groups

and had participants play roles as they tried
to solve the funding dilemma."

Chuckling as he remembered the scene,
Proctor was encouraged by the groups' reac-
tions. "They really got into it," he said.
"Laptops came out, a map of the fictional
area (called Bunnyville) was developed, and
folks soaked up the information we provid-
ed on how TxDOT operates.

"Of course, there's no way that one day
can fully explain the Unified Transportation
Program, but I think we opened a window,"
he said. "The more communication we
have, the better off we all are."*
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Travel bug bites three from Amarillo
Woodworking, restoring furniture, odd household jobs fill retirees' leisure time

Wayne Brooks, Loyd Sorrells and Bill
Deutschendorf followed similar retirement
plans after leaving the Amarillo District.

Wayne travels in his motor home, visiting
friends and family everywhere. The 40-year
veteran spends the summers in the moun-
tains of New Mexico and then heads south
to the Valley for the winter. Wayne retired in
1987.

Loyd stays busy at home in Panhandle
during the summers, but ventures to South
Padre Island for a little fishing in the winter
months. Retiring in 1989, Loyd had 21 years
of service. Fishing and golfing top Bill's

activity list,
either in Rock-
port during the

winter or at

home on Foss
Lake in Okla-
homa in the
summer. Bill

had 23 years
when he left the
department in
1991.

Working with

Helen Havelka Winter Texans
keeps Pharr's
Charles Kraus
Jr. busy. After 37
years with the

department, Charles works part time as a
handyman. The 1993 retiree is also active in
his church, does a little fishing, enjoys his
grandchildren and somehow finds time to
travel.

On the road is where you will also find
Waco District retiree Gerald Jackson. In
addition to visiting friends, he finds time to
do a little fishing and hunting on his trips.
Gerald had 34 years when he retired in 1996.

Ramon Rodriguez Jr. took a few minutes
from working around the house to drop us a
card. He worked in the Odessa District,
retiring with 25 years of service in 1995.

I also received cards from Truman Groves
and R.C. Sloss from the Chldress District.
Truman retired in 1974 after 37 years while
R.C. finished a 30-year career in 1982.

Working with his hands occupies Jerry
Reynolds' time. The 1992 Amarillo District
retiree enjoys woodworking and restoring
antique tractors. Jerry recorded 29 years
with the department.

Woodworking is also a favorite pastime
for Jesus Mat. and Jose Garza. Jesus
spends time traveling since retiring from the
San Antonio District in 1993 with 30 years.

Jose completed his 33-year career in the
Laredo District in 1997. He also enjoys fish-
ing in his spare time.

Hunting, fishing, walking and reading
highlight 1987 retiree James McGown's
activities. James, who worked 32 years in the
Beaumont District, also enjoys spending
time with friends.

I heard from Amarillo's Earnest
Kirkwood, who retired in 1976. Roping
keeps this 31-year veteran busy.

Raising cattle and a big commercial gar-
den keeps Ben Burrow from the Childress
District from getting bored. Ben had 32
years with the department when he retired

in 1987.
Cutting and polishing rocks, as well as

rock hunting top Ezra Compton's activity
list. The Pharr District retiree also grows
container plants and mixes in a little travel.
Ezra completed a 29-year career in 1992.

Rank Lively from the 1Tavel and Informa-
tion Division did a lot of traveling after retir-
ing in 1990. The former publisher of Texas
Highways spent time in Europe, Canada,
Ireland and various cities in this country.
Frank had 30 years of service.

Alfred Haney is doing a little yard work,
fishing and taking care of his granddaugh-
ter. "Loving it all," wrote the Amarillo Dis-
trict retiree who left in 1991 after 34 years.

"Enjoying life" is how John Rothwell and
Charley Tate from the Childress District
described their retirement years. John's
activity list includes church, family, ranch-
ing, fishing and dominoes. He also serves on
a few local boards and attends a couple of
TxDOT events each year. John worked 32
years before leaving in 1991.

Charley ended a 29-year career when he
retired in 1981. He spends time on his farm,
with his family and just "running around."

San Antonio's Dick Magers is taking it
easy since retiring from the San Antonio Dis-
trict in 1985. He worked 35 years with the
department.

Malcolm Green combines gardening and
fishing to occupy his retirement days. Mal-
colm worked in the Materials and Tests
Division, retiring in 1991 with 24 years.

I couldn't imagine trying to keep up with
Louis "Eddie Youngblood. The San Anto-
Wie District retiree is a senior Olympian and
gold medalist, who competes in the high
jump, pole vault and discus.

Eddie retired in 1989, but works for his
son during tax season and is involved with
church activities. In addition, the 40-year for-
mer employee plays a lot of tennis, travels
and spends time at his small ranch.

Robert Hose. from the Childress District
also competes in track and table tennis in the
Senior Games. He retired in 1990 with 39
years, but returned part time for four more
years. Robert now enjoys playing with his
grandchildren.

Ysrael Hernandez from the Odessa Dis-
trict is involved with senior activities of a
different type. The 1993 retiree helps with
senior citizen lunches and volunteers as a
senior citizen van driver. Ysrael, who
worked for TxDOT for 39 years, serves on a
couple of Terrell County boards and is an
active member of his church.

Another 1993 retiree, Pedro Soto, is also
active in his church. Pedro worked in the
Pharr District for 28 years.

Bill Nalvar sent a card from his home in
Cleveland, Ga. The 1987 retiree from the
Travel and Information Division left Texas to
spend more time with his grandson. Now
the 37-year veteran, who worked in the
Orange tourist bureau, enjoys time on his
front porch, gazing at the Great Smoky
Mountains.

Travelers to Fort Concho in San Angelo
might see Willam Stebbins Jr. This Odessa
District retiree is a docent and living history
volunteer at this historic attraction. William,
who retired in 1993 with 19 years of service,
is also a member of the San Angelo Sympho-
ny Chorus and his church choir.

Relaxing and enjoying retirement is exact-
ly what Rafael Vela and Baldemar Lopez
are doing since retiring from the Pharr Dis-
trict. Rafael logged his 20th year in 1987,
while Baldemar left in 1989 after a 32-year
career.

Ober Johnson from the Childress District
helped his sons start an engineering consul-
tant business when he retired in 1980. The
37-year veteran spends time with his grand-
children and stays in touch with "District
25."

A 43-year career in the Childress District
has not slowed Joe Sparks. The 1985 retiree
is active in church, volunteers at the local
Heritage Museum and helps drive the elder-
ly for visits to the doctor. He also finds time
for daily exercise and a little reading.

Luther Fox from the Motor Vehicle Divi-
sion (now Vehicle Titles and Registration)
enjoys traveling around the country. He
retired from the accounting section in 1983
after a 32-year career.

Published author Jack Skiles dropped us
a card. The 'Tavel and Information Division
retiree wrote Judge Roy Bean Country. Jack,
who worked 18 years for the department,
was the manager of the Judge Roy Bean Vis-
itor's Center until his retirement in 1986. He
also spends time ranching and traveling.

I received a letter from Atlanta District
retiree Sonya Hicks. After retiring last year
with 35 years of service, Sonya has had fun
lowering her golf handicap from 26 to 15,
playing with her grandson and traveling.
She also has a new computer and is staying
in touch with family members via the Inter-
net.

S.A. "Cap" Decker is also spending time
on his computer and the Internet. Cap
worked in the Pharr District for 23 years
before heading to the house in 1993. He is
active in the local public employee associa-
tion, handles honey-dos and home improve-
ment projects, and is checking into family
genealogy.

Since we are on the subject, on-line
retirees can provide me with information for
this column via the Internet rather than
mailing in cards. My e-mail address is:

hhavelk@mailgw.dot.state.tx.us.
I need to know which

district/division/office you worked, when
you retired, how many years of service you
had and your recent activities. I look for-
ward to hearing from you. *

Helen Havelka is manager of the Organi-
zational Communications Section of the
Public Information Office in Austin.
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TxDOT Roundup

Mike Behrens, second from left, accepts
an award from Austin Coats for Kids. With
him mre, from left, drive coordinator Lori
Rowe, Mark Murray of KVUE 24,1998 can-
paign chairwoman Kathleen Wood and
1999 campaign chairwoman Amy Dunham.

TxDOT group wins award
for Coats for Kids collection

AUSTIN - Warm temperatures in Austin
this past winter didn't dampen the coat-giv-
ing spirit of Austin headquarters employees.
Instead they gave and gave so much they
won an award. Austin Coats for Kids pre-
sented a plaque March 26 to Assistant Exec-
utive Director for Engineering Operations
Mike Behrens to recognize TxDOT as the top
contributor of coats in Austin in the large
business category. TxDOT headquarters
employees donated 78 coats during the two-
week drive.

Also on hand to recognize TxDOT
employees were 1998 chairwomen Kathleen
Wood, 1999 chairwoman Amy Dunham, and
Mark Murray, local television personality
from KVUE Channel 24 in Austin. Murray's
first-hand account of the level of need in the
community reinforced the message that
TxDOT Austin employees' generosity was
significant to those in need.

Lori Rowe of the Public Information
Office coordinated the drive. Assisting in
the drive were Nancy Greathouse (ROW),
Kacy Hamilton (PIO), Sara Hourigan (CST),
Amanda Martinez (PIO), Kerry Neely (PIO)
and Cheryl Williams (PIO).

- Lori Rowe, PlO

Bryan seeking information
on Texas 6 area cemetery

BRYAN - There's a cemetery out there
- that much is certain - but its exact
dimensions, and whether it holds graves, are
unknown.

The old family graveyard lies near the
route of a widening project proposed for
Texas 6 in Robertson County, and TxDOT is
soliciting the public's help to find it.

According to an 1880 deed recording a
property transfer, land for the "Logan Fami-
ly burying ground" was set aside about one
mile south of Calvert on the west side of
Texas 6, between the offices of Big Creek
Construction and the Calvert Commission
Company. Logan family heirs have yet to be
found, and county records don't show the
precise locations of graves. To make matters
worse, any previous headstones are missing
or buried, though one local resident says
they once dotted the area.

While it's hoped someone's memory will
pinpoint the graveyard's whereabouts, a
consultant is seeking the graves with high-
tech gadgetry. Recently, readings suggesting
the presence of graves showed up on
ground-penetrating radar and a magne-

tometer, a device for detecting metals. How-
ever, the readings could be false, and
TxDOT has no desire to bother human
remains. It's hoped the graves will be found
through the least intrusive means - word
of mouth - and Texas 6 routed clear of
them if the Calvert-to-Heame widening pro-
ject proceeds.

If no one comes forward to solve the mys-
tery the site will be further researched, per-
haps with the help of the local historical
commission.

- Paul Sturrock, BRY

May 7 nominations deadline
for ENV achievement awards

Nominations from district engineers and
district environmental coordinators are now
being accepted for the ninth annual Environ-
mental Achievement Award.

The award recognizes programs and pro-
jects that fulfill transportation objectives
while protecting and enhancing the environ-
ment. The award is presented to the district
whose employees have contributed most
significantly to Texas highways through the
proactive preservation, protection and
enhancement of native plants, endangered
plant and animal species, natural topogra-
phy, waterways and wetlands; pollution pre-
vention and abatement efforts; and protec-
tion of cultural resources at all stages of
project development.

The award recognizes those projects that
go "beyond the call," not those that only ful-
fill the requirements of law or court orders.

Past winners of the Environmental
Achievement Award have included the El
Paso, Austin, Pharr, Paris, Corpus Christi
and Waco districts.

Completed nominations must be received
by ENV no later than 5 p.m., Friday, May 7.
The award will be presented at a yet to be
determined venue. If you have any ques-
tions, contact Jim Dobbins at 512-416-3006,
or to JDOBBINS via GroupWise.

-Jim Dobbins, ENV

Johnson attends first meeting
as new Commission member

AUSTIN - John W. Johnson was sworn
in as a member of the Texas Transportation
Commission on Friday, March 12. His first
commission meeting was March 25.

Johnson was appointed by Gov. George
W. Bush in February and was confirmed by
the Senate on March 8. He replaces Anne
Wynne on the commission. His term expires
Feb. 1, 2005.

Childress employee selected
for Leadership Texas program

CHILDRESS - Vicky McBride, director
of administration in the Childress District,

has been named to par-
ticipate in the 17th pro-
gram of Leadership

Y Texas.

McBride is among 110
women chosen through-
out the state to partici-
pate in the program.
Upon completion of the

McUri'dprogram, she will join a
network of more than

1,400 women who have participated.

In 1999, participants will travel to Austin,
Tyler, San Antonio, Lubbock and Dallas to
explore trends and advancements in busi-
ness, medicine, government, leadership,
technology, work force and the environment.

McBride has been with TxDOT for 17
years rising from a clerical position to be
director of administration for the 13-county
district. She was nominated for this program
by the headquarters of TxDOT in Austin
and accepted by the Leadership Texas
board.

McBride serves the Childress community
as board member for THD No. 25 Federal
Credit Union; secretary/treasurer for the
Childress Housing Finance Committee; a
member of the Childress Women's Council;
and as a member of the by-laws committee
for the First Baptist Church of Childress.

- Barbara Seal, CHS

Potter new area engineer
in Wichita Fallas District

Andy Petter, formerly the assistant area
engineer in the Waco Area Office, became
the Wichita Falls area engineer for the Wichi-
ta Falls District effective April 1.

Petter's career with TxDOT began the
summer of 1985 in the Waco Area Office.
After earning a bachelor's degree in civil
engineering at Texas A&M University in
1987, he was selected engineering assistant
at the Gatesville Area Office.

He transferred to the Waco Area Office in
1992 and was appointed assistant area engi-
neer the summer of 1992.

e

0

The Laredo District set up traffic safety
education and refreshment booths at rest
stops to cater to spring break travelers in
March.

Laredo District implements
safer spring break strategy

LAREDO - Tragedies on Texas high-
ways are the norm when travelers hit the
road at vacation time. With teens and col-
lege students on the road for a week of fun,
the Laredo District encouraged driver safety
and awareness March 13 during its "Safe
and Sober Road Trip-Spring Break 1999" rest
stop.

Employees set up a safety education and
refreshment center to attain the promise
from motorists that they would wear their
safety belts, obey the speed limit and avoid
drinking and driving.

"We've done this for four years now,"
said Becky Gutierrez, Transportation Fund-
ing/Safety Administrator II at the Laredo
District. Education programs like these
might have something to do with the recent
reduction in fatalities for 18- to 21-year-olds

See TXDOT, Page 15
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Service Awards
Ablene District
20 years
Jearldene T. Anderson
William W. Leach
15 years
Brian P Crawford
Thomas F Rowe IIl
10 years
Michael W. Molter
5 years
Steven L. Batko
Richard M. Garza
Erlinda F. Mayfield
Danny C. Medford
Clarence L. Walker
Kenneth D. Williams

Amarillo District
15 years
John T. Byrd
Everett P Lowry
Maria R. Martinez
10 years
John M. Britten
Patricia D. Harrison
David R. Regier
5 years
Jeffrey L. Merkel

Atlanta District
35 years
Ernest G. Childress
15 years
Aaron A. Harding
Delbert V. Rachel
Michael W. Sharp
Gary L. Turman
Shan T. Wilkins
10 years
Sonya D. Hudson
Scott D. Smith
Dale C. Swint
5 years
William L. Strelow Jr.

Austin District
30 years
Dorman L. Estepp
25 years
Aubrey E. Grumbles
20 years
Michael V. Pfullman
15 years
Prentice L. Griffiths
Ricky D. Smith
Karl R. Wilke
10 years
John W. Bowen
Prudencio J. Espitia
C: Ies G. McVey
Thomas C. Stout
5 years
Gregory F. French
Robert N. Jordan
Michelle L. Mould

Beaumont District
30 years
Walter 0. Crook
Fred A. Fowler
20 years
David W. Hearnsberger
15 years
John T. Choate
10 years
Tommy J. Smith Jr.
5 years
Robin E. Lee
Gary M. Simmons

Brownwood District
25 years
William E. Glaze
Noah G. Gutierrez
20 years
Richard L. Walker
5 years
Jimmy D. Adame
Jeffrey S. Primrose
Chelyn C. West
Larry D. Wilson

Bryan District
25 years
Morris W. Eubanks
Danny W. Loehr
20 years
Waylen G. Crossley
Billie J. Simmons
Richard D. Vansa
10 years
Darlene C. Goehl
5 years
Albert Lara
Dennis D. Pelzel
Gloria J. Yakesch

Childress District
25 years
Dannie B. Tiffin
Gene P Whitener

Fort Worth District
30 years
Wiley S. Martin
25 years
Charles W. Carpenter
Larry D. Martin
20 years
Paul A. Dempsey
15 years
Joseph W. Atwood
Denise J. Baxter
Joe Fulfer
10 years
Eldridge E. Harris VI
5 years
Phil D. Armstrong
Ram R. Gupta
Cherise V. Jones
James H. Wilson

Corpus Christi District
30 years
Mary S. Hamblet
20 years
Reynaldo Galvan
15 years
Rolando Barrera
Luz Rangel Jr.
5 years
Rebecca Benavidez

Dallas District
30 years
David L. Duke
20 years
Jackie S. Downs
Gary H. Grant
15 years
James M. Allen
William A. Beard
Gary N. Blackman
Timothy M. Nesbitt
10 years
Mary A. Beyers
Kelley A. Holcomb
Denise M. Perez
Robert R. Ragan
Moosa Saghian
Donna W. Sparkman
Robert K. Speer
Darla J. Williams
5 years
Robert E. Boykin
Rebecca L. Brunsen
Joe F. Galvan
Enrique Guillen
Maria Isabel H. Ibarra
Stephen T. Smiley
Ali R. Taheri
Scott G. Tidwell
Damon T. White
Robbie L. Wilhoite
Congli Ye

El Paso District
30 years
John D. Harvey
Manuel A. Morales
20 years
Charles H. Berry Jr.
10 years
Raymundo Granado
5 years
Eduardo Arellano
Richard Montanez
Rodolfo M. Romo

Houston District
30 years
Kirby G. Krancher
Homer S. Qatis
Jerry W. Richey
Janis K. Roane
20 years
Joannie B. King
Lyna S. Sterner
Joan M. Williams
Lorene S. Winston
15 years
Kenneth M. Bond
Jhy Chen Liu
Lloyd H. McAlpine Jr.
Bennie H. Onken
Nelson Singer
10 years
Douglas E. Boegler
George Johnson
Francisco Munos
Anthony C. Novosad
Jill M. Olson
Khoi T. Tran
Lois F Watson
Sargon Youhannazad
5 years
Reza R. Arti
William D. Hallmark
Veronica D. McKee
Phillip H. Sasser
Joseph I. Tijerina

Laredo District
5 years
Norma 0. Cuellar

Maria T. Gonzalez
Jose A. Lara
Carlos A. Ramirez

Lubbock District
35 years
John L. Jackson
25 years
Eliodoro Orozco
20 years
Barry S. Brown
Stephen P Hart
Adolph Parks
Marvin R. Tullos
15 years
Juan D. Alvarado
Shi D. Dotson
10 years
Tommy C. Johnson
Edward L. McCutcheon
5 years
Dolores E. Bachicha
Karen D. Peoples
Jeremy S. Sutton
Lonnie D. Wagner

Lufkin District
20 years
Martha B. Ellis
15 years
Michael J. Offield
Gary W. Oliver
5 years
Melvin L. Calhoun
Eleazar E. Carranza
Willie J. Grisby Jr.
John E. Leggett
Heather B. Newton

Odessa District
30 years
Ruben S. Lujan
20 years
David V. Gonzales
15 years
Gary J. Law
5 years
Charles E. Martin

Paris District
25 years
Jerry R. Knight
20 years
Raymond D. Martin
15 years
Phyllis M. Crawford
James R. Holland Jr.
10 years
Michael C. Clark
Johnny D. McCray
Connie M. Morganti
Joe A. Nichols
Penny L. Sansom
Morgan L. Slagle
5 years
Ruth R. Rupp
Stacy L. Short
Paul D. Skidmore

Pharr District
40 years
Emilio Vela
30 years
Ramiro Cantu
Renulfo Garza
Janice W. Kolberg
Efrain Reyna
Ricardo Villarreal
20 years
Miguel Salazar
15 years
Manuel R. Carreon
10 years
Javier Gonzales
5 years
Norma Y. Garza
Benita M. Gomez
Gerardo Perez
Juan N. Ruiz

San Angelo District
25 years
Nicolas S. Ortega Jr.
10 years
Bobby G. Hill
Robert K. Taliaferro
5 years
Marciano Garza Sr.
Martin Mendez
Jesse C. Solis

San Antonio District
35 years
James V. Carr
Jimmy K. Watch
30 years
Viola J. Doege
25 years
Shirley A. Morris
20 years
Juan S. Leos
15 years

Lee J. Doffeny
Enrique C. Garcia
10 years
David N. McRae
Basilio M. Quiroga Jr.
Luis A. Soto
5 years
Clinton R. Jones Jr.
Tiffany A. Mills
Larry D. Sjelin
David R. Willis
Larry Zamora

Tyler District
15 years
Jack D. Bryan
Kenneth T. Hearon
10 years
Larry W. Combs
Kyle D. Kissinger
Lesia S. Main
5 years
Christopher J. Castleberry
Woodrow W. Joslin

Waco District
30 years
Clyde E. Cottongame Jr.
25 years
James M. Gregory
Tommy J. Pechacek
20 years
James E. Capps
Richard R. Reid
15 years
William D. Dillon
Ned L. Reaux
10 years
Charles A. Hamilton
William S. Mulhollan
Alisa K. Polansky
5 years
Korie B. Brison
Tommy S. Brown
Dinah L. Huse

Wichita Falls District
30 years
Clyde E. Williford
20 years
Carolyn H. Askins
10 years
Cecil C. Clubb
5 years
Maria E. Garcia

Yoakum District
20 years
Roy E. Garrison
Fred Lerma Ill
Milfred R. White Jr.
15 years
Joseph M. Orr
10 years
Quentin D. Novosad
Alphonse Revis Jr.
5 years
Gretchen H. Leatherwood

Civil Rights Office
5 years
Gina A. Lopez

Construction and
Maintenance Divisions
35 years
Littleton B. Callihan
30 years
Richard H. Lane
25 years
Donald A. Tutt
15 years
Rodella Pickens
Barbara G. Rode
5 years
Linda K. Callahan Ewing
Carmen S. Iglehart
Cristal L. Nottingham
Crystal A. Woodruff
Leandra E. Martinez

Design Division
30 years
Robert R. Kovar
Larry J. Wood
25 years
Elizabeth A. Lann
20 years
Mark J. Bloschock
Donald Robinson
15 years
Keith L. Ramsey
Diane L. Venable

General Services Division
40 years
Burrell B. Bentley
30 years
Gary H. Love
20 years
Mark A. Van Hoozer

General Services Division
20 years
George B. Blackson
15 years
Glen C. Welch
5 years
Arthur G. Cochran Jr.

Human Resources Division
5 years
Mary L. Adams
Mary E. Henderson

Information Systems Division
30 years
Tahar T. Boukhris
25 years
Larry D. Kitten
10 years
Derrick L. Alexander
Beth A. Stevens
Eundrea C. Washington
5 years
Donald M. Fortune

Motor Vehicle Division
5 years
Helen M. Moore

Motor Carrier Division
15 years
Connie J. Huntzis
5 years
Christie L. Gindorf

Occupational Safety Division
10 years
Vicki J. Haydon

Right of Way Division
10 years
John P Campbell
Arlington J. Henry IIl
5 years
John B. Zimmerman

'Tansportation Planning and
Programming Division
15 years
Karl R. Bierman
Stephen D. Simmons
5 years
Max L. Proctor

Travel Division
20 years
Doris K. Howdeshell
Cynthia L. Sundbeck
5 years
Brenda J. Harper
Sonya J. Youngless

Vehicle Tites and
Registration Division
30 years
Jonnye D. Ermis
Barbara G. Stolle
15 years
Elaine G. Wise
10 years
Edwisa W. Guess
5 years
Vella 0. Bradley
Agustin De La Rosa
Phyllis J. Galloway
Kimberly S. Kimberly
Mauricio Viesca II
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Got news?
Did your district

newsletter run a story
you think other TxDOT
employees would enjoy
reading? Do you know of
a co-worker with an inter-
esting hobby? Would you
like more information
about changes in TxDOT
policy? Let Transportation
News deliver. We want
your story ideas. To con-
tribute, contact your dis-
trict Public Information
Officer. He or she can
pass it along to us. Or
you can contact Editor
Lisa Trow, by phone at
512-463-8609 or via
GroupWise at LTROW.
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Letters
I would like to take a minute of your

time to praise two of your employees who
are employed by the ialMaintenance
Office.

On Dec. 30,1998, we were driving from
Lubbock to Denver. My wife and two
grandchildren were with me, about 12 miles
south of Tulia when we encountered a
blow-out on the 1997 Volvo we were dri-
ving.

We have mobile road service; however,
they were having a difficult time locating
our exact position when Randall James
arrived on the scene. He immediately took
charge and began to assist us. Placement of
the jack on the Volvo is difficult. In the mean
time, David Langdon arrived on the scene.
He assisted James, and, although it took
added extra effort to remove the tire, they
maintained a positive attitude during the
whole ordeal.

My wife and I are from Lubbock and
have always known Texans are special peo-
ple, but James and Langdon reinforced our
thinking.

Thanks to them, we arrived in Denver in
a timely fashion. Please let them know how
much we appreciated them.

Jolun and ayl Wrgt
Lubbock

David Langdon is a maintenance techni-
cian and Randall C James is the roadway
maintenance supervisor in the Tulia Mainte-
nance Office, Lubbock District.

As you may be aware, the Border Patrol
is experiencing rapid growth in the Marfa
area and implementing new operational
strategies congruous with the Service's
"Operation Rio Grande."

Operation Rio Grande challenges indi-
vidual Border Patrol stations to formulate a
strategic plan in order to gain and maintain
control of their respective areas of operation.

I would like to take this opportunity to
express my appreciation for the excellent
cooperation we have received from your
Presidio office in assisting us with the
implementation of the Presidio plan.

Please extend my gratitude to your Pre-
sidio office, which has worked with us in an
exemplary manner.

Recently, employees from this office
assisted the Presidio station by "cleaning"
the shoulder of Farm to Market 170.

This project will enable our agents to
monitor illegal traffic (undocumented work-
ers and narcotics trafficking) on a constant
basis and increase the apprehension ratio in
that particular area.

Joe Zublate should be commended for
his leadership ability and the "esprit de
corps" that he demonstrates with other enti-
ties, such as ours.

Zubiate's professionalism not only
reflects credit upon himself, but on your
organization as a whole.

Please do not hesitate to call on us should
you need our assistance.

Thank you again for your support.
Simon Garza Jr.
U.S. Department of Justice
Immigration and Naturalization

Joe Zubiate is the supervisor of the Pre-
sidio maintenance yard in the El Paso Dis-
trict.

TxDOT Roundup
Continued from Page 14
in Texas, she added.

District employees were at the U.S. 59
United States Border Patrol checkpoint
about 40 miles east of Laredo trying to
encourage everyone who stopped to have a
safe journey.

Earlier in the week, Gutierrez and other
Laredo District employees staffed a booth at
Laredo Community College's Spring Break
1999 fair. Students were given T-shirts, key
chains, literature, and other items which
promote TxDOT's message of safety and
sobriety.

- Marco Alvarado, LRD

SAT employees were featured on a PBS
program. Rom left we Jon Kilgore, bridge
engineer, Glenn Grisham, bridge design
cooninator engineer, and Tom Graff, design
project coonator.

Students' science TV prograIN
filmed in part at SAT offices

SAN ANTONIO - If you have children,
you may have already heard about a televi-
sion program that airs on most Public
Broadcast System stations called the HEB
Science Treehouse.

The program is produced in conjunction
with San Antonio's Witte Museum and airs
weekly. It targets children in the fourth
through seventh grades. The show is a
teaching tool used by many schools.

KLRN Television station filmed a seg-
ment of the Science Treehouse program at
the San Antonio District. The program,
which aired Jan. 25, dealt with road design
and bridge building. San Antonio Bridge
Engineer Jon Kilgore was interviewed for
the program during the segment dealing
with bridges and Design Project Coordina-
tor Tom Graff was the star of the part of the
show dealing with road design. Glenn
Grisham, bridge design coordinator engi-
neer, provided the models.

This program was broadcast at a national
level. There was a question-and-answer seg-
ment to the show and calls were received
from several states. The program will be
kept on file at all PBS stations throughout
the country to be rebroadcast at a later date.

The Witte Museum and PBS expect to do
a series on TxDOT-related themes. Sched-
uled next is a program that deals with
TransGuide, TxDOT's world class Intelligent
Transportation System in San Antonio.
Details will be available through TV listings.

-Roger Leal, SAT

Kingsville company to build
$734,300 CRP office complex

CORPUS CHRISTI - Maltby Builders,

Inc. of Kingsville has been awarded a
$734,300 contract to construct a new build-
ing at the Corpus Christi District Office
Complex. The new facility will be used to
house a regional training center and eventu-
ally will also be home to the Corpus Christi
Vehicle Titles and Registration regional
office. VTR will remain at its present loca-
tion on Agnes Street until its current lease
expires.

The new building was designed by
Gignac and Associates of Corpus Christi. It
has nearly 2,000 square feet available for
training classes, public meetings and
employee functions. It is designed to facili-
tate dividing into smaller rooms if more
than one training class is scheduled or the
training requires a separate room setup for
part of the class.

Construction on the site, which was
expected to begin in early April, is expected
to take nine months to a year.

- Becky Kureska, CRP

June 14 date for conference
on transportation planning

The 1999 Transportation Planning Con-
ference will be held June 1-4 in Dallas at the
Hyatt Regency at Reunion. The four-day
conference will provide transportation pro-
fessionals in the public and private sectors
the opportunity to exchange ideas on a
range of current transportation issues.

This year's agenda has been broadened
to include topics such as transportation data
products, professional development, and
special issues such as Welfare to Work and
the Corridor Border Infrastructure Program.
One new agenda item will be a roundtable
discussion on transportation planning
issues. This will allow participants to
address questions to a panel of federal, state
and local experts on subjects including high-
ways, transit, funding, environmental and
MPO issues.

- Chante Bergmann, PIO

Make-A-Wish group sends
teen-ager on trip to Germany

AUSTIN - Thanks to the employees of
the Texas Department of Transportation
here, an ailing Central Texas teen-ager got
her wish to visit friends in Germany.

Sixteen-year-old Kacee Rogers, who suf-
fers from acute myeloid leukemia, asked the
Make-A-Wish Foundation to help her visit
friends in Germany, where her family was
stationed before her illness was diagnosed.
She had been unable to say goodbye to her
friends before leaving for treatment in San
Antonio.

Each year the TxDOT Winter Holidays
Activities Committee raises money for char-
itable campaigns. This year the group decid-
ed to sponsor one charity, the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, and work as a team to meet the
$2,500 "Adopt-A-Wish" sponsorship goal.

Betty Mott, committee chairwoman, was
overwhelmed with the TxDOT response.
"We worked very hard on fundraising
events from October through December. We
had bake sales, used book sales and even a
wet sponge toss at supervisors." As a result
they exceeded their goal and raised more
than $4,000.

- Chante Bergmann, PlO
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Wrom the archives
LETTER
January 23, 1941
Mr. D.E. H. Manigault
District Engineer
Austin, Texas

Dear Sir:
On Sunday morning, January 19, 1941, at
approximately two A.M., an empty gravel
truck driven by Mr. G.C. Austin going east on
Highway 102 approximately eight miles east
of Taylor, hit the Brushy Creek Bridge on the
northwest comer of the steel span, knocking
off both piers and causing the bridge to fall
into the creek. This bridge has a span 109
feet long, being structure No. 11, Type No.
56.

It might be added that the Highway Patrol
filed charges against Mr. Austin for driving
while intoxicated.
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Yours very truly,
Joe A. Russell

Dist. Maint. Engr.
The above letter is from the collection

of papers donated to the Travel Division
archives under the administration of Anne
Cook.

Retirements
April
Odessa District
Luciano C. Garcia, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor I, 36
years

Pans District
George 0. Charles, Engineering Aide,

19 years
San Angelo District
Richard (Dicky) U. Adams, Engineering

Specialist II, 32 years
Fidel R. Sepeda Jr., Engineering

Technician III, 32 years
Yoakum District
Gilbert E. Canik, Staff Services Officer,

40 years
ibansportaton Planning and
Programnming Division
Jerry L. Selby, Director IV, 43 years

Murch
Abilene District
Herbert D. Turner, Motor Vehicle

Mechanic III, 36 years
Corpus Christi District
Luz Rangel, Jr., Transportation

Maintenance Technician II, 15

years
Houston District
Donald W. Coltharp, Accountant VI, 5

years
Lufidn District
Mary Gale Hamlin, Engineering

Technician III, 32 years
Pharr District
Manuel R. Carreon, Maintenance

Mechanic IV, 15 years
Harry W. Kiehn, Program Administrator

I, 40 Years
Right of Way Division
Betty C. O'Neal, Staff Services Officer

I, 31 years
'bansportaton Planning and
Programming Division
Dayton R. Grumbles, Program

Administrator 111, 37 years

February
General Services Division
Earl Herwig, Maintenance Supervisor

IV, 20 years
Odessa District
Jose Lopez, Engineering Technician Ill,

30 Years

Houston District
Roy L. Bradley, Engineering Technician

III, 28 years
Gilbert Perez, Jr., Engineering

Technician IV, 27 years
Corpus Christi District
Don L. Mixon, Engineering Technician

V, 34 years

January
Construction Division
Barbara Tutt, Program Administrator IV,

32 years
Yoakum District
Stanley R Birmingham, Engineering

Technician III, 13 years

December 1998
Houston District
Edward C. Flores, Engineering

Technician IV, 27 years

In Memoriam
Employees
Odessa District
Jose (Joe) E. Morales, District

Engineer, died March 23, 1999
Construction Division

Dennis A. Guthrie, Engineering
Technician Ill, died March 27,

1999

Retirees
Abilene District
Clemens V. Schwartz, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in 1975, died
Feb. 23, 1999

Benjamin T. Nettles, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in 1982, died
Dec. 29, 1998

Anarillo District
Robert S. Morgan, Drafter IllI, retired in

1990, died Jan. 8, 1999
Grady E. Scott, Maintenance

Technician Ill, retired in 1981, died
Dec. 9, 1998

Austin District
Victor L. Forister, Maintenance

Technician IIl, retired in 1978, died
Jan. 24, 1999

Beaumont District
William H. Beauchamp, Jr.,

Maintenance Technician IIl, retired
in 1975, died Feb. 19, 1999

Warren 0. Jones, Maintenance
Technician Ill, retired in 1984, died
Feb. 4, 1999

George D. Spurlock, Engineering
Technician IV, retired in 1993, died
Feb. 10, 1999

Brownwood District
Weldon B. Thornton, Skilled Laborer,

retired in 1969, died Jan. 10,
1999

Dallas District
Van Carl Hanson, Maintenance

Mechanic Ill, retired in 1992, died
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Feb. 3, 1999
Dallas District
Ethel A. Wilson, Procurement

Specialist, retired in 1992, died
Feb. 5, 1999

Fort Worth District
Marvin D. Carr, Maintenance

Technician IlI, retired in 1982, died
Feb. 7, 1999

Houston District
Allen B. Billingsley, Administrative

Technician Ill, retired in 1990, died
Dec. 11, 1998

Raymond L. Wix, Chief Marine
Engineer for Motor Vessel, retired
in 1983, died Jan. 20, 1999

Lubbock District
Roy G. Wallace, Engineering Technician

V, retired in 1987, died Feb. 2,
1999

Lufkin District
Herman V. Harlan, Jr., Engineer V,

retired in 1972, died Jan. 29,
1999

Paris District
Darrell F Rhoades, Maintenance

Technician II, retired in 1985, died
Feb. 15, 1999

Relis W. Tackett, Maintenance
Technician II, retired in 1974, died
Feb. 6, 1999

Pharr District
Antioco Espinoza, Maintenance

Technician II, retired in 1973, died
Feb. 13, 1999

Tyler District
Fabian G. Adair, Engineering Technician

IV, retired in 1995, died Jan. 22,
1999

Larkin F. Burkett, Administrative
Technician IV, retired in 1979, died
Feb. 12, 1999

James P Walker, Roadway
Maintenance Supervisor IV, retired

in 1993, died Feb. 14, 1999
Waco District
Luis C. Hafer, Roadway Maintenance

Supervisor IV, retired in 1987, died
Jan. 28, 1999

Yoskum District
Dorothy H. Dunn, Accounting Clerk III,

retired in 1983, died Jan. 23,
1999

Gladys B. Kaiser, Accountant II, retired
in 1990, died March 25, 1999

Raymond L. Untermeyer, Maintenance
Construction Foreman III, retired in
1987, died March 14, 1999

Civil WMgts DIvision
Harry E. Stahl, Director I, retired in

1993, died Jan. 26, 1999

'ibansportaton Planning and
Progrannuing Division
Fred J. Peisker, Engineer IIl, retired in

1976, died Feb. 25, 1999
Information Systems Division
Agnes L. Valk, Key Entry Operator Ill,

retired in 1978, died Feb. 18,
1999

Wanted!
For Transportation News
story: information regarding
the effectiveness of the
Employee Assistance
Program's substance abuse
counseling from a TxDOT
employee who has been
referred to it. If willing to
assist, contact Linda Ribble
at (512) 463-8606 or via
GroupWise at LRIBBLE.
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Calendar
MAY
5 Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA
5-7 Intermediate Public Purchasing, Austin,

GSD
13-15 CPPB/CPPO Review/Exam, Houston, GSD
24+21 Contract Administration, San Antonio, GSD
27 Commission Meeting, Austin
31 Memorial Day (holiday)

JUNE
14 1999 Transportation Planning Conference,

Dallas, TPP
7-10 Research Management Committee

Meeting, San Antonio, CST
8-11 15th Annual TxDOT Internal Audit

Conference, Austin, AUD
16 How to Process and Evaluate Bids, San

Antonio, GSD
16 Specification Writing, San Antonio, GSD
19 Emancipation Day (holiday)
22-24 Traffic Safety Strategic Planning Meeting,

Austin, TRF
23-25 General Public Purchasing, Lewisville, GSD
24 Commission Meeting, Austin

JULY
6-8 DE,DD,OD meeting, Austin
29 Commission Meeting, Amarillo

AUGUST
10 Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA
11 Specification Writing, Austin, GSD
12-13 Contracting for Services, Austin, GSD
26 Commission Meeting, Austin
27 LBJ's Birthday (holiday)
29-9/1 National Assoc. of Governors' Highway

Safety Representatives Conference, San
Antonio, TRF

SEPTEMBER
1 National Assoc. of Governors' Highway

Safety Representatives Conference, San
Antonio, TRF

15-17 Intermediate Public Purchasing, Lewisville,
GSD

23-24 Inventory and Warehouse Management,
San Antonio, GSD

30 Commission Meeting, Austin
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