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Houston is among the fastest growing cities in the nation, and with this increased migration comes added traffic congestion.
TxDOT Is finding ways to alleviate congestion and increase traffic flow as well as keep heavier traveled arteries safer.

PROMISED LAND
High growth urban areas face traffic squeeze

By Chants Bergmann
Public Information OfficeR ecent migration to the suburbs of

cities like Dallas and Houston is forc-
ng TxDOT engineers to find alter-

natives to building roads to meet the trans-
portation needs of a growing population.

Favorable economic conditions are
attracting new residents to the Lone Star
state's already populous urban areas. San
Antonio, Houston and Dallas are among the
nation's five fastest growing cities between
1990 and 1998, according to U.S. Census
Bureau reports. During this period, the pop-
ulation of Texas grew by 16.3 percent.

Dallas, Houston and Austin are among
the top 20 places to move in the United

States, according to data compiled by U-
Haul from more than 8 million transactions
from January to December 1998.

"With the economy doing so well for the
residents here (Dallas area), it makes our job
a challenge as more people move to the area
due to available land and job opportunities,"
said William Lovil, area engineer for Collin
County in the Dallas District. Frisco, a city
located in Collin County, is the second
fastest growing city in the United States,
experiencing more than a 300 percent
growth in the last eight years.

These population trends have caused
once-small suburban communities such as
Cedar Park north of Austin to outgrow their
transportation systems.

The north Austin area experienced over-
whelming growth because of the developing
computer industry. Engineers are finding
ways to enhance commuter routes on Inter-
state 35, Loop 1 (MoPac) and U.S. 183 to
allow for better traffic flow.

But when you have such rapid growth,
building new roads to siphon off traffic from
congested areas "is like taking a cup of water
out of the ocean," said John Hurt, Austin
District public information officer.

Cedar Park, located in Williamson Coun-
ty, the second fastest growing county in the
United States, experienced a 256 percent
growth in population from 1990 to 1998.

The Austin District is trying to keep up
See GROWTH, Page 4

Inside

Cool
'Whitetopping'
may cool urban
communities as
well as prolong:
the life of their
roadways.

Page 5

Beware
Cotulla Unit
inmates brave
hot weather and
snakes to do
maintenance
chores in Tilden.

Page 7

Winners
TxDOT employees
are recognized for
the quality of their
work and their
ability to overcome
obstacles.

Page 8

ifTexas Department of T)ansportatlon

1. .

' a

hi.
a !'t

.. < { .3 .. Y r.

V)



2

Parable shows
value of helping
those in needIran across this story in the TexethicS newsletter

and thought about our employees. It's called,
"A Wise Woman's Stone."

A wise woman, who was traveling in the
mountains, found a precious stone in a stream.
The next day she met another traveler who was
hungry, and the wise woman opened her bag to
share her food. The hungry traveler saw the pre-

cious stone and asked
the woman to give it to
him. She did so without
hesitation.

The traveler left
rejoicing in his good
fortune. He knew the
stone was worth enough
to give him security for

a lifetime.
A few days later, he

came to return the stone
to the wise woman. "I've
been thinking," he said.

Wes Heald "I know how valuable
this stone is, but I give it

Straight talk back in the hope that
you can give me some-

thing even more precious.
"Give me what you have within you that

enabled you to give me this stone."
Sometimes it's not the wealth you have but

what's inside you that others need.
I know many TxDOT employees who are like

the wise woman in this story. They are willing to
give the last dollar in their pocket or go that extra
mile to help someone.

Giving to others in need has been made easy
through the State Employee Charitable Campaign
(SECC). Employees to decide which charities or
non-profit organizations they want to give their
contributions.

We are in the middle of the 1999 campaign.
Coordinators in the districts, divisions and offices
are working diligently to make sure each employee
has the necessary information about the campaign
and is given an opportunity to participate.

Many TxDOT employees and retirees have
received assistance from organizations listed in the
brochure or know a family member or friend who
has.

Please consider being a part of this effort,
whether it's through payroll deduction, a one-time
gift or an organized fundraiser. No pledge or con-
tribution is too small to help.

I know TxDOT employees have a big heart,
and it is that willingness to give that makes us
stand apart. On behalf of all of the organizations
in the SECC, I thank you in advance for helping
make life better for others. *

Wes Heald is executive director of the Texas
Department of Transportation.
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Vintage view
An unidentified window washer works from a precarious perch in the nine-
story Greer Building in downtown Austin in 1956.

Administration re-establishes
TxDOT's Bridge Division

Citing a need to retain structural
expertise in the department, Executive
Director Wes Heald re-established the
Bridge Division in September.

Heald expects to select the division's
director by early November. Once cho-
sen, the new director will work with the
administration and other divisions in
organizing the functions of the Bridge
Division.

"I want to assure everyone that this
decision is not based on any disapproval
of the current management of this sec-
tion in the Design Division," Heald
said. "Bridges are an extremely impor-
tant function of this department, and
we hope this will help us retain and

strengthen our expertise in structures at
both the division and district levels."

In 1993, the Bridge Division was
eliminated, and the department's
bridge-related duties were moved to the
design, construction and traffic divi-
sions.

In addition to the approximately 85
headquarters' personnel working with
bridges and structures, there are seven
districts with established bridge offices.

The Bridge Division was created in
1918.

There are approximately 48,500
bridges in the state, 32,200 on the state
system. *
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Disaster is his middle name
Air Force veteran wrote TxDOT's book on emergency management

en disasters strike Texas, it's a
sure bet the Texas Department of
Transportation is going to feel the

impact.
Employees throughout the 25 districts

have found themselves fighting wildfires,
rescuing people from raging flood waters,
clearing heavy debris after tornadoes and
floods and helping with hurricane evacua-
tion.

Right in the middle of it all, keeping a
steady hand on our emergency response

efforts, is Jim
Daily, a disaster
preparedness

veteran who
brought his
expertise to
TxDOT in 1985
after 25 years as
an Air Force
officer. It's not
an exaggeration
to say that Daily
wrote the book
on emergency

Eloise Lundgren management -
at least as far as

A Day in the Life our agency is
concerned.

"The first
task I was given when I was hired here was
to write TxDOT's annex to the state disaster
plan," he said. "Since then several annexes
have been written and now we have a func-
tional plan to provide emergency support for
public works and engineering functions,
which we coordinate with four other state
agencies."

As the primary agency for this task,
TxDOT coordinates efforts with the Texas
Natural Resources Conservation Commis-
sion (TNRCC), the Texas National Guard,
the General Services Commission and the
Texas Forest Service. The Division of Emer-
gency Management is the overall coordina-
tor for Emergency Response and is Texas'
liaison to the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Administration (FEMA), according to
Daily.

"I keep the division (Division of Emer-
gency Management) informed on TxDOT
issues and response," Daily explained.
"Another major part of my duties involves
getting TxDOT federal reimbursement for
disasters from FEMA and the Federal
Highway Administration."

That translates into Daily being a very
busy man. "Last year, we had three major
disaster declarations," he said. "Tropical
Storm Charley caused extensive damage in
Del Rio; Tropical Storm Frances hit the
Houston-Beaumont area and floods in
October and November caused extensive
damage in the Yoakum and San Antonio
districts.

"The drought and range fires last year
also created disaster situations that resulted
in most every TxDOT district fighting fires
or hauling water," he said.

In addition, an emergency management
committee looking at potential Y2K prob-
lems that could affect cities and counties
throughout Texas takes up Daily's time.

Jim Daily of the Maintenance Division is an e
in disaster preparation who began working for
TxDOT after 25 years in the Air Force.

"Disaster preparedness is not reactive," he
said. "You plan for it on a daily basis."

Serving as TxDOT's representative to the
Southern Region Emergency Management
Compact (SREMAC), Daily works with
representatives from 14 other state depart-
ments of transportation to identify resources
and developing response mechanisms that
can be used to help member states during
disasters.

"Last summer, for example," Daily noted,
"we provided traffic signal heads and lamps
to Mississippi after they were hit by a hurri-
cane." A Southeastern Association of State
Highway and Transportation Officials
(SASHTO) initiative, SREMAC includes
representatives from Arkansas, Louisiana,
Mississippi, Missouri, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Georgia, Alabama, Florida, South Carolina,
North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia,
Delaware and Texas. "Most of these states
are SASHTO members," Daily told me.
"We're the only WASHTO (Western
Region) member."

"During an emergency," Daily said, "dis-
aster response is handled at the lowest level,
like a city, for instance. If they can't handle
it, then the mayor would ask the state
through the emergency management system
to assist.

"The Division of Emergency Manage-
ment then determines the level of involve-
ment for the state. If the state is not able to
handle the disaster, federal assistance would
be requested," he said.

Daily works closely with affected districts'
directors of maintenance, coordinating with
them to arrange assistance for the impacted
district. Usually, assistance provided by dis-
tricts - most often debris removal - is
necessary to help communities recover from
disaster events.

Daily, Joey Matesic and Kathy Evans
comprise the Maintenance Operations Sup-
port group of the Maintenance Division.
Evans oversees the Maintenance Manage-
ment Information System (MMIS) used by
all maintenance sections and districts to
track costs and amount of work performed
in maintenance. Matesic focuses on emer-
gency management issues and the annual

maintenance conference.
When he's not working disasters,

Daily manages several other key
TxDOT functions.

"I manage the county and TDCJ
inmate labor program and the Mental
Health-Mental Retardation and Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department road
maintenance programs," he said.
"Other hats I wear include the Main-
tenance Division's media liaison offi-
cer, legislative affairs coordinator and
maintenance conference coordinator.

"I'm also responsible for the multi-
ple use agreements with political sub-
divisions and federal and state agen-
cies and municipal maintenance
agreements," he said.

- Daily served as the statewide man-
ager of the Adopt-a-Highway Pro-
gram from its inception until the pro-
gram was transferred to the Travel
Division when the Maintenance and

Construction divisions were merged several
years ago.

Another job Daily tackled when he first
arrived at TxDOT was to assist in the devel-
opment of a maintenance supervisors man-
agement course. "It outlived its usefulness
and another one was created," he explained,
"but that one, too, passed its prime.

"But several years ago I was on a task
force with several maintenance supervisors
and an area engineer, and we developed a
new supervisor's course. Now, I teach the

emergency management module in this
course for the maintenance supervisors," he
said.

Daily's apparent ease and obvious profi-
ciency in his TxDOT role is, in many ways,
due to his exemplary military career. Some
of his 25 years, culminating in his retirement
as a lieutenant colonel, was spent planning
for and handling disasters.

Born and raised in Louisiana, the "ragin'
Cajun" left college after two years to enter
the Air Force's aviation cadet program at
Harlingen AFB. Commissioned as a second
lieutenant and receiving his navigator wings
in 1959, Daily was assigned to KC-97s, a
tanker aircraft that refueled bombers and
fighters in-flight. The missions were fondly
referred to as "passing gas."

After that, it was to California for duty
on KC-135's (the four-engine jet tanker).
There he reconnected with a young lady he
knew from Louisiana who was now a flight
attendant. "Back then, flight attendants
were called stewardesses and they couldn't be
married," he said. "Barbara gave up her job
to marry me." And happily they remain,
with two grown sons, Greg, 33, and Jay, 31,
to show for it.

A few more years passed with assign-
ments in Kansas and Indiana, when Daily,
now a captain, was accepted for pilot train-
ing at Webb AFB in Big Spring. "All I had
to do was pass the flight physical," he
explained, since he had already passed the
aptitude tests years before.

From there, he was assigned to Military
Airlift Command where he logged hours
flying medical air evacuations on C-131s.

See DAILY, Page 16
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Human resources

conference stresses

preparing for future
AUSTIN - Developing a strong foun-

dation for the future was the repeated theme
of TxDOT's 1999 Human Resources Con-
ference last month.

Approximately 130 employees, namely
human resource officers, district directors of
administration and division/office adminis-
trative managers, met at the Thompson
Center in mid September.

Kelli Dan from the State Auditor's Office
delivered the keynote address, discussing
tools to use in developing a professional and
credible program.

"I think TxDOT is on the leading edge.
You are in a prime position to be the leader
in the state in setting a good example for
other agencies to follow," Dan said.

Dan challenged the audience to assess the
human resources functions in each office
and to be a strategic partner to the executive
level. She also stressed the importance of
certification and reading professional mater-
ial to keep the learning constant.

Executive Director Wes Heald praised
the work of those involved in TxDOT's
human resources efforts.

"While the core functions of the depart-
ment are to design, build, maintain and
operate roadways throughout the state, high
caliber human resources services are a vital
part of effectively carrying out these func-
tions," he said. "I have had a long-standing
appreciation for the value of the human
resources function, and the role that it plays
in all operations of the department.

"I don't know of any group in the state
that has the ability to touch as many people
as you in this room," Heald said.

A future tool for human resources, Peo-
pleSoft, was introduced and demonstrated.
Recruit Workforce will eventually replace
Job Applicant Tracking currently used for
hiring an employee.

Keeping records of employee training
should be easier through another module,
Administer Training.

In December and January, the Houston
and Tyler districts will pilot the program, as
will the Finance, Human Resources, Infor-
mation Systems and Occupational Safety
divisions and Office of Civil Rights.
Statewide implementation of the two mod-
ules begins April 2000. *

Audit Office director
elected to ERS board

Owen Whitworth, director of TxDOT's
Audit Office, has been elected to the Board

Whitworth

of Trustees of the
Employment Retirement
System of Texas.

His six-year term
began last month.

Whitworth, 50, who
began with the depart-
ment in 1981 and has
served as director of the
Audit Office since 1984,
received 69.1 percent of

the votes cast in the election. *
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GROWTH
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with growth by adding more park-and-ride
sites for carpooling, and augmenting the
capacity of existing highways in addition to
building additional roadways.

Another option to avoid traffic conges-
tion is toll roads. For a small fee, drivers
trade a crowded public freeway for the open
road. Texas has five tolroads. Two are locat-
ed in Houston, the Hardy Tolroad and the
Sam Houston Tollway. Together they offer
83 miles of uncongested driving in the Har-
ris County area.

There are several advantages of toll roads,
according to Jim Griffin, Texas Turnpike
Authority Division development engineer.

"Toll roads provide the opportunity for
construction and operation of a high capaci-
ty express highway where tax funding alone
wasn't adequate to provide the service," he
said.

Tax exempt revenue bonds are issued to
pay for the construction and maintenance of
the tollroads. The $900 million bonds for
both tollroads will be paid off in 2017. In
1998, both Harris County tollroads earned
$180 million. Every penny earned by the
tollroads is redirected back into them, said
Mike Stretch, director of the Harris County
Tollroad Authority.

"Allocated fees pay for the current and
future maintenance and operation and debt
service payment," Stretch said.

On paper, public transportation is the
best mode of travel for commuters. But con-
vincing Texas drivers to make the switch to
public transportation is an overwhelming
obstacle, public transportation proponents
said.

"Here in Texas,'Bubba likes his truck,'
and we don't mind being an SOV (single
occupant vehicle)," said Mary Hobson, pub-
lic transportation director for the Fort
Worth District.

Hobson stressed the importance of edu-
cating the public about the convenience and
value of using public transportation.

"We realize that we can't build enough
roads to handle all of the future traffic. It's
really hard to change a person's driving
habits and mind set to convince him it is
OK to use public transportation," Hobson
said.

The public transportation system in Fort
Worth, better known as the "T," will have an
estimated ridership of 5.7 million in the next
fiscal year. The "T" serves Fort Worth and
smaller communities such as Blue Mound,
Lake Worth and Richland Hills.

Plans are under way to expand routes in
southwest Fort Worth, Bryant Irving, Ridg-
mar Mall, Sycamore School Road and the
Eastchase area.

In addition to traditional public trans-
portation like buses and park-and-ride facili-
ties, the "T" boasts the third largest vanpool
program in the United States.

Widespread use of public transportation
may be the only way to reduce traffic notice-
ably, officials said.

In an area growing as quickly as
Dallas/Fort Worth, for example, modifica-
tions to existing roadways rarely results in a
significant change in traffic congestion or a
reduction of time spent in traffic, said Dan
Rocha, principal transportation planner for
the North Central Texas Council of Gov-
ernments.

"We are implementing steps to increase
auto occupancy, like HOV (high occupancy
lanes) lanes, but this will only minimize the
effects of the growth," Rocha said.

If increasing the number of passengers
per vehicle will help reduce the number of
vehicles on the road, Intelligent Transporta-
tion Systems will make the drivers smarter
and more aware of dangers along their daily
commute.

"ITS is the wave of the 21st century
when it comes to addressing urban conges-
tion,"said John Kelly, San Antonio District
Engineer.

The San Antonio District's ITS, better
known as TransGuide, is an intricate system
of fiber optics, sensors and video cameras
that detect changes in traffic patterns. The
system went online in July 1995 and now
monitors 56 miles of highway in San Anto-
nio.

TransGuide has successfully warned dri-
vers in advance of Ozone Action Days and
seasonal freeway conditions such as flooding
on the frontage roads, ice on bridges and
main roadways.

ITS is the first traffic management sys-
tem to use a low-power television station to
transmit traffic images and other informa-
tion live to viewers such as the media, high-
way maintenance and construction personnel
and the public.

The close partnership that TxDOT has
developed with the San Antonio Police
Department and VIA Metropolitan Transit
has helped better serve the traveling public,
Kelly said.

"We operate out of the same building
which allows us to better understand each
other's role within TransGuide and the daily
challenges we face to serve the travelling
public," he said.

As a result of this partnership, the Trans-
Guide system has seen a 15 percent decrease
in the number of overall traffic accidents and
a 20 percent decrease in emergency response
time.

Emergency response time plays a role in
the reduction of traffic congestion when
accidents and other motorists' mishaps
occur.

TxDOT implemented courtesy patrols to
assist stranded motorists free of charge in
order to keep roadways clear. Patrols are
located in Austin, El Paso, Dallas, Fort
Worth, Houston and San Antonio.

The Dallas District courtesy patrol has
been on the roads since 1988. With a service
area of 250 miles, their 26-person courtesy
patrol team helps an average of 150 stranded
motorists a day. The Dallas courtesy patrol is
out on the streets seven days a week during
peak travel times.

Patrol members help by pushing stranded
vehicles out of the main lanes and onto the
shoulder, providing them with fuel or
coolant and making minor repairs such as
changing flat tires, said Tony Wooley, assis-
tant courtesy patrol supervisor.

"The Courtesy Patrol helps motorists by
getting them out of harm's way. Anytime
you can get a car off the shoulder of the
road, you reduce the risk of secondary acci-
dents and traffic backup caused by onlook-
ers," Wooley said. *
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Paving alternative may help air quality
'Whitetopping' reduces road repair, but also may lower urban temperatures
By inda Rble
Public Information Office

Texas Department of Transportation's

quest to preserve asphalt roads
assaulted by the ever-increasing traf-

fic of heavy trucks may also result in cooler
cities and fight global warming.

Black asphalt surfaces cover about 94 per-
cent of 77,145 centerline miles of state-
maintained roadway in Texas, with concrete
surface on the remaining 6 percent in mostly
urban areas.

Used for rehabilitation since 1918, white-
topping, a concrete overlay of at least 4 inch-
es over asphalt pavement, extends the design
life of urban roads.

A new process using 2- to 4-inch con-
crete called ultra-thin whitetopping may
have even greater potential in maintaining
and preserving asphalt roads subject to heavy
truck traffic, both urban and rural, TxDOT
officials said.

With traffic congestion across the Texas
highway system projected to increase by 45
percent in the next 18 years, that's good
news for TxDOT, and the news should also
please proponents of a U.S. Department of
Energy program called Cool Communities.
The group advocates the exclusive use of
light-colored, concrete-paved roads and
white roofs in urban centers.

Using light-colored reflective materials on
pavement and roofs and planting more trees
will reduce electrical demand, improve air
quality, conserve water and improve the
comfort of city dwellers, proponents said.

Initiated in 1992, Cool Communities is a
movement to reduce heat in urban areas by
reducing the temperature of what are called
"heat sumps," materials that hold heat more
than their surroundings. In this case, the
heat sump is black asphalt.

The use of reflective material to deflect
heat is not a new concept, said Ken Fults,
director of pavements in the Design Divi-
sion.

"It's been around since the days of the
Pharaohs," he said. "The Egyptians used
large slabs of rock as removable walls that
would be hauled into the desert at night."

The rock walls absorbed heat during the
day and released it at night, becoming quite
cool, Fults said. "In the early morning, the
walls would be dragged back into the palace.
Used much like an air conditioning unit, the
walls were placed behind the Pharaoh's
throne."

According to DOE research, inner city
temperatures increased over the last century
as buildings and pavement covered land once
used for agriculture. High temperatures
speed the chemical reactions that cause
higher ozone levels, and pollutants prevent
heat loss at night. Greater air conditioning
demands cause electric generating plants to
produce more greenhouse gas emissions,
contributing to global warming.

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has designated four urban areas in
Texas as ozone "nonattainment areas," based
on monitored air quality data. A locality is
designated a nonattainment area when the
air quality does not meet the national air
quality standards for levels of ozone, or

I-
u

A core sample from a road that had been "whi
the layer of ultrathin concrete over asphalt p
urban areas, whitetopping can help lower urba
which can reduce ozone levels.

smog, and particulate matter, or soot, set by
the Clean Air Act.

Areas included on the EPA's list are
Houston/Galveston; Dallas/Fort Worth;
Beaumont/Port Arthur; and El Paso. In July
2000, Austin, San Antonio and
Tyler/Longview/Marshall are expected to
join the list of cities exceeding federal limits
for ground-level ozone.

At stake are federal funds for highway
projects. Cities in nonattainment areas must
file plans with EPA demonstrating how they
will achieve acceptable ozone levels and
prove their highway and mass-transit pro-
jects meet ozone-reduction standards.

If these three urban areas are added to the
list, funds for 510 highway projects and
more than $10 billion are at stake.

Albeit for different reasons, ultra-thin
whitetopping research results may fit the bill
for both TxDOT and Cool Communities.

In the relatively new process of ultra-thin
whitetopping, a layer of concrete about 2 to
4 inches thick is applied over a prepared sur-
face of distressed asphalt, forming a substan-
tial bond between the overlay and existing
pavement. The concrete is usually of high
strength; joint spacings are much shorter
than in normal concrete pavement construc-
tion, from 2 to 6 feet apart instead of 15 to
20; and the concrete is fiber reinforced,
instead of steel reinforced, making it faster
to lay and less subject to deterioration.

Through 1998, about 300 pilot projects of
the new ultra-thin whitetopping were built
across the country, including a test project
on a rural intersection in the Abilene area.
On city streets, intersections, parking lots
and general aviation pavement, pavement
surfaces proved more resistant to ruts caused
by heavy truck traffic. Other benefits include
ease of application, low maintenance, less
disruption to motorists and enhanced work
zone safety, TxDOT officials said.

All structures along a stretch of road must
be considered, such as curbs, bridge clear-
ances, guard rails and concrete median barri-
ers, said Gary Graham, engineer of pave-
ment design.

"For instance, some
bridges are cast in place
and can't be raised."

Concrete this ihin
may curl or warp, so it
must be cut manually
into small panels with
saws, which increases

-- -- costs, Fults said. Usually,
the panels would be cut
2 feet by 2 feet, but the
optimum size may be 6-
foot panels for 2-inch
concrete.

"If this turns out to
be true, then there could
be significant cost sav-
ings due to reduced
labor costs," he said.

Also, using 6-foot
tetopped" shows panels means the edges
avement. Used in would fall in the middle
m temperatures, of a standard 12-foot-

wide traveling lane and
be less subject to dam-

age from tires travelling along the cuts, he
added.

Other test projects are planned. In the
Lufkin District, an ultra-thin whitetopping
test project is planned on Loop 304 in
Crockett. On one mile of Interstate 35 in
the Laredo District, a pilot project will test
6-inch whitetopping to determine how well
it holds up to large volumes of truck traffic.

Thin whitetopping is concrete from 4 to 8
inches thick.

"If successful, we can plan to overlay all of
the rural portion of 1-35 within the Laredo
District with whitetopping within the next
10 years," District Engineer Luis Ramirez
said.

Transportation Equity Act of the 21st
Century funds designated $5 million per
year for concrete and pavement research. In
October, as a member of the American
Concrete Pavement Association's Innovative
Pavement Research Foundation committee,
Fults will help choose a consultant to further
study whitetopping.

Plans are to determine design specifica-
tions and the design life of whitetopping
overlays, and to investigate ways to recycle
ultra-thin whitetopping, Fults said. "It's only
been out there for about three years."

Although replacing all asphalt along
Texas' highway system isn't feasible, TxDOT
is already building concrete areas in urban
centers.

"Initially there is a higher cost, but the
ability to withstand heavy truck traffic loads
and lower maintenance costs makes concrete
reasonable," Fults said.

"The bottom line is always how much are
you willing to pay and who pays for it."

Because many factors contribute to the
degradation of air quality in urban areas,
vehicle emissions being the primary, it's
uncertain how much effect a reduction in
temperature would have in the equation, said
Ken Bohuslav, deputy division director of
the Environmental Affairs Division.

"But if EPA allowed it, the use of white-
topping could be added as part of an area's
plan for overall ozone reduction."*
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SiteManager ushers in new era
Automated system computerizes construction contracts
By Dawn Scheel
Construction Division

What better way to kick off a new mil-
lennium than by rolling out a new automat-
ed construction management system.

That new standard is the American Asso-
ciation of State Highway and Transporta-
tion Officials' SiteManager.

SiteManager was developed by 20 state
departments of transportation to set a new
standard for construction project administra-
tion nationwide.

SiteManager will automate construction
project administration in the following func-
tional areas: daily work reports and contract
records; materials management; contractor
payments; civil rights monitoring; and con-
tract administration.

The system includes more than 400
screens to collect and process data in a rela-
tional database that can be queried for
reporting purposes.

For the first time in TxDOT's history,
most contract records will be stored on a
computer instead of in a filing cabinet.

Using computer technology to manage
construction contracts will assist the project
engineer/manager in overseeing the con-
struction operations, ensuring required infor-
mation is collected and verifying that the
project's testing is conducted in accordance
with agency specifications and the Guide

Schedule.
SiteManager has many different func-

tions, but it was also developed in modules
so users of the system will only need to learn
that part of the system that is needed for
their jobs.

It is estimated that TxDOT will have
2,700 SiteManager end users.

With such a large undertaking, how is the
department working to ensure a successful
implementation?

TxDOT has been involved in the SiteM-
anager development effort at the national
level for a number of years and now has a
highly skilled team of individuals including
many with district experience diligently
working on an implementation plan.

There is much behind-the-scenes work
which must take place to set up the system,
including a number of code tables of specific
data so the information included in SiteM-
anager will reflect actual TxDOT operations.

The implementation team includes a
technical team from Information Systems
Division to review the hardware and infra-
structure needs of agency users and write
interface programs to TxDOT's legacy sys-
tems.

A business team has been organized with
its mission to determine how best to use
SiteManager to meet department business
needs.

This team is looking at current policies
and procedures which need to be revised to
exploit SiteManager's functionality and is
also developing a comprehensive training
and support plan for a successful implemen-
tation and continued maintenance of the
system.

What is the current implementation plan
for SiteManager?

Implementation team members will begin
visiting districts this fall to provide an
overview presentation of SiteManager and to
ask districts important questions to assess
their readiness to implement SiteManager.

The Waco Ditsrict is scheduled to begin
using SiteManager in July 2000. Other dis-
tricts will follow, one per month, until
implementation is complete in the fall of
2002.

In the meantime, it is important for dis-
tricts to ensure employees have the opportu-
nity to keep current in computer software
skills and become proficient in the Microsoft
Office packages.

Specific questions regarding the SiteMan-
ager implementation effort can be directed
to the SiteManager implementation manag-
erJeff Seiders at (512) 465-7617 or
business coordinator Dawn Scheel at (512)
416-2472.*

HAVE HARD HAT, WILL TRAVEL
Illinois engineering student includes TxDOT construction sites in research tour
By Chanted Bergmann
Public Information OfficeThree weeks, one car, unlimited

mileage and a financial grant
where would you go?

The answer was easy for Angela Wald-
hoff, 1999 winner of the C.C. Wiley Travel-
ing Award.

The prestigious Wiley award is given
yearly to one outstanding transportation
engineering senior. Her trip across the
nation allowed her to do research toward
earning an advanced engineering degree.

Waldhoff is a master's degree student
with plans to earn a doctorate in transporta-
tion engineering.

The award provides the student with an
opportunity for studying and reporting on
current transportation activities such as plan-
ning, design, construction, operation and
maintenance of transportation facilities.

Waldhoff, 23, began her tour of the cen-
tral United States in early August.

Her trip began in Missouri and has taken
her through several states, including Kansas,
Oklahoma, New Mexico, and ended in
Texas, where she visited with Terry Jackson,
Austin District director of construction.

"This has given me the opportunity to
get a better sense of what's available in the
transportation industry," said Waldhoff, who
earned a bachelor's degree in civil engineer-
ing last December.
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Angela Waidhoff, a graduate student in
transportation engineering at the Universi-
ty of Illinois, visited the Austin District to
tour construction sites. Her research trip
was sponsored by the C.C. Wiley 'Taveling
Award.

Her visits included various state depart-
ments of transportation, material suppliers,
federal administrators and private consul-
tants.

The award has helped her to better
understand the various phases and problems
of the transportation and construction
industry.

Waldhoff had put more than 3,000 miles
on her car when she visited the Austin Dis-
trict in July.

Waldhoff's undergraduate studies cen-
tered on transportation systems and facili-
ties.

Her master's degree study, funded by a
Federal Highway Administration fellowship,
is focusing on pavements and transportation
materials, specifically asphalt pavement
durability.

While in Austin, Waldhoff toured several
district project sites, including the U.S. 290
and Interstate 35 interchange.

"Angela was mainly interested in con-
struction procedures. She really enjoyed
learning about it the construction process
involved with this project," Jackson said.

But other aspects of transportation caught
her attention as well.

One of the highlights of her multicity
trip, Waldhoff said, was the Train Technolo-
gy Center, Inc. in Pueblo, Colo.

The subject of current studies there is
Japanese high-speed rail.

"It was amazing," Waldhoff said."The
trains...can exceed over 150 mph." *
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A Texas Departtent of Criminal Justice officer supervises inmate trusties
working on a recent maintenance project in the San Antonio District. TxDOT
provides safety equipment for the inmates' use - in addition to snake leg-
gings in this case.

Convicts brave heat, snakes
for SAT maintenance project
By Maggie Rios
San Antonio District

TILDEN, Texas - South Texas
summers. High temperatures
wrapped in humidity. There's nothing
else like it. The majority of Texans
would choose to work inside air con-
ditioned offices.

But not everyone. There is a group
of Texans that chooses to work out-
doors in the summer.

These men are incarcerated at the
Cotulla Transfer Facility, a Texas
Department of Criminal Justice prison
housing more than 500 male medium
and minimum custody felony offend-
ers in the nearby Laredo District.

This summer these inmates were
put to work in McMullen County
helping Tilden Maintenance Section
employees remove brush and small
trees from riprap at a bridge crossing
Choke Canyon on Farm-to-market
Road 99. Riprap is a retaining wall
erected to prevent erosion.

The state prison system makes
available teams of minimum custody
inmate trusties to local and state gov-
ernment agencies for a variety of com-
munity projects.

The San Antonio District uses
inmates to pick up litter and clear
brush. Inmates also are used to clean
up graffiti on public surfaces.

In order to qualify for participation
in the trusty program, inmates must
have a clean disciplinary record, which
means they must have no history of
violence or escape attempts, TDCJ
officials said.

TxDOT provides hard hats, safety
vests, gloves, ear protection, and most
importantly in this case, snake leg-
gings.

TxDOT also provides for the
inmates' transportation from the
Cotulla Unit to the work site. The
warden uses a rental van to transport

the offenders.
TDCJ correctional officers drive

inmates, a group of about 14, to and
from the work site and supervise them
while they work.

The offenders' day starts at 4:30
a.m. when they are awakened and fed
breakfast. They are on the road by
6:30 a.m., according to Cotulla War-
den Ray Castro.

The crew of inmates usually arrives
at the site by 7:30 a.m. They work
until about noon. At that point, the
crew has lunch and then heads back to
the prison.

Inmates toil under punishing con-
ditions. There is no shade at the site
where the offenders work, cutting
down brush and pulling and carrying
it to the brush chipper for shredding
into mulch. Then they load the mulch
on a dump truck parked on the road.

The use of inmate labor has
allowed the TxDOT maintenance sec-
tion crew to focus on more immediate
concerns while inmates tackle jobs of a
lower priority.

"It would take all my men two and
a half months to finish the necessary
work completed by the inmates this
summer," said Domingo Garza,
Tilden maintenance supervisor.

Tilden is home to one of TxDOT's
smaller maintenance sections. A crew
of 13 employees is assigned to handle
the work in McMullen County.

Inmates also benefit from the work
detail, officials said.

The work allows them to spend
time outdoors and adds variety and
physical activity to their routines.

The work may be hard, but inmates
report they get a satisfaction from a
job well done as progress on a project
is made. The work also allows these
offenders to give back something to
the community, officials said.*

MENTORS
El Paso employees popular
as volunteer school teachers
By Blanca Del Valle
El Paso District

In the El Paso District, science is something to share.
The district has been a major participant in the Sci-

ence Advisers Program, based at the University of Texas
at El Paso, since 1992 when the program originated in
El Paso. More than 16 TxDOT engineering profes-
sionals provide support in math and science for public
school students.

The district's volunteer staff consists of engineers,
architects, planners, and engineering technicians, who
work with students at several elementary schools, sci-
ence fairs and libraries in local school districts by pro-
moting math and science subjects and engineering edu-
cation fields.

The visits consist of bilingual math/science sessions
for several grade levels, generally sixth grade. At the ses-
sions, district employees to share their knowledge and
answer questions about science and math from students,
teachers and principals.

District volunteers also perform hands-on experi-
ments that supplement the school's current classroom
curriculum.

The interaction between TxDOT and the schools
has been a positive experience for both, officials said.

"TxDOT has provided to the program a valuable
resource, its people. Without them, the program would
not be as successful in the El Paso area," said Yvette
Sanchez, program coordinator.

" I love the program! I wish we could have (the pro-
gram) more than once a month. The children need
hands-on stimulus to meet the challenges of today," said
Cristina Morales, a sixth-grade teacher at Le Barron

Elementary
Engineering specialist Martin Holguin said he also

looks forward to the sessions and enjoys preparing for
experiments.

"It is only our hope that these students would con-
tinue to have the desire to learn more about science and
mathematics and someday mention that our sessions
and experiments is what generated that spark of interest
to pursue a degree in the field of engineering," Holguin
said.

In addition to working with students on school and
community grounds, the El Paso District also sponsors
tours of its facilities so students can learn about various
jobs in the transportation field. Tours cover planning,
project development, surveying, design, materials labo-
ratory and traffic, including the district's Intelligent
Transportation System facility, courtesy patrol, mainte-
nance, sign shop and other offices and job sites.

Some students have used information gathered from
their visits as part of their science fair projects. Joey
Dominguez, now an eighth-grade student at Carlos
Cordova Middle School, was awarded top honors for
his science project on concrete and asphalt pavements.

One of the district's most memorable experiences
was its participation in a design contest at Le Barron
Elementary School.

Sixth-graders were asked to develop an aesthetic
concept to be used in our concrete traffic barriers and
other applications for local design projects. Richard
Mason, the district's landscape architect, reviewed the
entries and selected several winners.

One of the concepts selected was incorporated into
the Interstate 10-Loop 375 and Loop 375-Socorro
interchanges to represent the local historical characteris-
tics of the area. Other concepts from the contest will be
used in concrete traffic barriers and bridges for future
projects.*
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Mike Behrens, assistant executive director for engineering Mike Behrens, far left, presents TQI Innovation Awards to members of the
operations at TxDOT, presents the TQI Teamwork Award to Dallas District (from left) Paul Williams, area engineer; James Hunt, direc
Gary T ietsch, Houston District Engineer, at the September tor of construction; Mark Leintz and Bert Shropshire of Granite Construc-
Association of General Contractors luncheon Sept. 2. tion Company; Preston McCormick, Dallas District project inspector; and

Claude Garrett of Brown and Root Development Co.

Quality Us
Three TxDOT projects recognized with awards
By Manny Torres
Human Resources Division

AUSTIN - The 1999 Texas
Quality Initiative Awards were
presented last month to those
responsible for three outstanding
TxDOT projects by the Associat-
ed General Contractors.

Michael Behrens, TxDOT
assistant executive director for
engineering operations and chair-
man of the Texas Quality Initia-
tive Steering Committee made
the presentations at the luncheon
Sept. 2 at the Radisson Hotel.

TQJ is a unique partnership
formed by TxDOT, Federal
Highway Administration, the
Associated General Contractors
of Texas, Texas Hot Mix Asphalt
Pavement Association, Texas Mike Be

Aggregates and Concrete Associ- Bernard
ation, Texas Chapter-American Lauren G

Concrete Pavement Association nie Jone

(TACPA), Texas Public Works Sidney C
Association, Texas Transportation
Institute, Center for Transportation
Research and Consulting Engineers Council
of Texas.

TQJ awards help ensure that the quality
of highways remains a focal point in all
aspects of the highway program, and to rec-
ognize projects that excel in construction
quality.

The TQJ Awards honor projects each
year in the categories of teamwork, quality
and innovation. Award plaques are provided
by the AGC.

HOU project wins Teamwork award
This year's award in the Teamwork cate-

gory was won by the Houston Pierce Elevat-
ed Interstate 45 project. TQI Award
plaques were presented to Houston District
and Traylor Brothers, Inc.

This project, which involved the closing
and reconstruction of the six-lane Pierce
Elevated freeway demonstrated teamwork

hrens, far left, presents TQI Quality Awards to members of the Odessa District, from left:
o Magallanez, project inspector; Stephen Smith, director of construction; District Engineer
Garduno, Daniel Dalager, Kathryn "K.C." Evans, construction lab supervisor; Danny Jones, Ron-
a and Terry Bryant of Jones Brothers Dirt and Paving Contractors, Inc.; and Howard Cox and
ox of Cox Paving.

Photos by Geoff Appold

throughout the project.
This segment of 1-45, constructed in

1964, runs through downtown Houston.
Traylor Brothers, Inc. of Evansville was

awarded this $26 million construction con-
tract in 1996 and earned the largest incen-
tive award ever paid byTxDOT - $1.2
million for early completion of the project.

Houston District Engineer Gary Trietsch
accepted the awards for both Houston Dis-
trict and Traylor Brothers.

U.S. 385 rehab wins Quality award
Odessa's U.S. 385 rehabilitation project

won the Quality category. TQJ Award
plaques were presented to Odessa District
and Jones Brothers Dirt and Paving Con-
tractors, Inc.

This project involved the rehabilitation of
a 16-mile stretch of U.S. 385 using an inno-

vative crumb rubber modified Hot Mix
Asphaltic Concrete for the surface treatment
with a hot rubber underseal.

The contractor was Jones Brothers Dirt
and Paving Contractors, Inc., of Odessa,
which subcontracted the rubber blending
operation to Cox Paving, Inc, of Blanco.

The project began Aug. 25, 1997, and was
completed June 24, 1998.

Odessa District Engineer Lauren Gar-
duno accepted the award for the district.
Joining him were Stephen Smith, director of
construction; Daniel Dalager, area engineer;
Bernardo Magallanez, project inspector;
Agustin Aguirre, project inspector; and
Kathryn "K.C." Evans, construction lab
supervisor.

Danny and Ronnie Jones accepted the
award for Jones Brothers Dirt and Paving
Contractors, Inc. Joining them were Terry
Bryant and Rex Chitty. Howard and Sidney

AWARDS, Page 11
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Project Awards recognize partnerships
By Linda L Ribble
Public Information Office

TxOT 1999 Texas Project Awards honor
TxDOT employees and contractors
who successfully managed challenges

ranging from barge crashes and gasoline
leaks to wetland depletion.

Presented Sept. 2 and sponsored by
TxDOT and the Associated General Con-
tractors, the Texas Project Awards honor
employees and contractors in two categories,
construction and design.

Construction awards recognize 10 pairs of
department supervisors and contractor
superintendents who amicably resolve diffi-
cult problems. Design awards recognize two
TxDOT employees responsible for plan and
specification development for complex pro-
jects.

DESIGN AWARDS

Abilene District

Design technician Jerry Beard of the Abi-
lene District received a design award for per-
sistence on a railroad underpass plan in
Sweetwater, what Executive Director Wes
Heald described as a designer's worst night-
mare. The underpass required widening and
increased vertical clearance, but all involved
agencies couldn't agree on a vertical and hor-
izontal alignment of the facility.

Pharr District
TxDOT employee Leopoldo Morales, an

engineer in the Pharr District, also won a
design award. Morales worked with Project
Manager Greg Jacobs of Half and Associ-
ates to meet an accelerated deadline on the
reconstruction and expansion of U.S. 83
through San Juan.

Broken into two sections, design comple-
tion on the first phase was required earlier
than anticipated.

CONSTRUCTION AWARDS

Amarillo District
TxDOT engineer technician Reid W.

Steger and superintendent Bernie Hayek of
Gilbert Texas Construction Corporation for
$4 million project to replace bridge and
rehabilitate the portion of U.S. 83 over the
Washita River, completed 92 days early.
Traffic was restricted to one lane, with flow
controlled by portable traffic signal lights
and lighted message signs advising motorists
of extremely hazardous driving conditions
within the work zone.

Dallas District
TxDOT engineer Robert McCormick

and superintendent Bert Shropshire of
Granite Construction Company, Inc. worked
to expand a two-mile section of U.S. 75,
Central Expressway, from four lanes to eight
and sometimes 10 lanes. Unique design and
construction ideas were required. Included
are construction 25 feet below road level and
frontage roads built as bridges, constructed
on pillars with concrete slabs on top; five
major cross-street bridges reconstructed by a
unique cast-in-place and pre-cast procedure;
and for each bridge, specially designed
shoring towers and railings, built in and
around existing traffic.

Celebrating a design award won by the
Pharr District are, from left to right, Leopol-
do Morales, engineer, and District Engineer
Amadeo Saenz Jr.

Celebrating a design award won by the Abi-
lene District are, from left to right, Jerry
Beard and Mike Molter of the Abilene Dis-
trict and Abilene District Engineer Bill Hale.

Dallas project winners are, from left to
right, Jim Hunt of the Dallas Dstrict; Bert
Shropshire, Granite Construction; and
Robert McCormick and Paul Williams of the
Dallas District. More photos, page 11.

Photos by Geoff Appold

El Paso District
TxDOT Inspector David Torres and

Superintendent Michael Howell of J.D.
Abrams, Inc. attracted the interest of news
media and local special interest groups for
several reasons during work on Doniphan
Drive. Among issues were contaminated soil
removal; site waste water negatively affecting
farm crops; and charges by the local wetland
association that the project depleted water
levels in a nearby wetland area. To overcome
negative publicity of business owner-voiced
complaints to local news media, signs indi-
cating "business open" were posted and dri-
veway accesses were kept free of obstruc-
tions.

Fort Worth District
TxDOT engineer Steve Cagel and

inspector William Gilpin and superinten-
dent Matthew Baker of Martin K. Eby
Construction Company, Inc. replaced the
Lancaster Avenue bridge deck in downtown

Fort Worth. Used by about 800,000 Fort
Worth Stock Show visitors, the bridge pro-
ject needed to be completed quickly but cre-
ated a number of environmental concerns.
Development of a unique piece of equip-
ment and special debris catching nets sus-
pended beneath the bridge eliminated all
potential environmental problems and sig-
nificantly reduced debris cleanup time.

Houston District
TxDOT engineer Lawrence Heckathorn,

division manager John Walsh and project
manager Wayne Karlik of H.B. Zachry
Company built the largest segmental bridge
and the first designed and constructed by
TxDOT on the state system - the Super
Bridge at Surfside. Challenges were the
potential for barges running into the super-
structure, which is located on a treacherous
double curve in the waterway, and the con-
struction site being located in the middle of
6.5 acres of wetlands surrounded by a devel-
oping industrial area.

Lubbock District
TxDOT engineer technician Eddie Hick-

son and superintendent Rusty Thompson of
J.D. Abrams, Inc. dug one of the deepest,
longest drainage ditches in the history of
Texas road construction, much of it in the
underground water table. The 1.5-mile long
storm sewer box drain will serve as the major
outfall line for the future east/west freeway
in Lubbock. The 8-foot-square sewer box
required excavating hard limestone to depths
from 30 to 40 feet in the narrow confines of
a local street. While placing the sewer box
underneath several sets of railroad tracks,
gasoline leaked from nearby underground
storage tanks and contaminated the ground
water. To the Texas Natural Resources Con-
servation Commission's satisfaction, the
problem was quickly resolved, and it created
only minor project delay.

Pharr District
TxDOT engineer Jose Gaytan Jr. and

superintendent Doug Glazer of Gilbert
Texas Construction Corporation recon-
structed and expanded a 5-mile business cor-
ridor of U.S. 83 through a major commercial
district in McAllen, heavily traveled by "win-
ter Texans" and border shoppers. Creative
thinking, detailed planning and dedicated
effort, including nighttime work, cut con-
struction time more than 10 months. With
two major hospitals and an international air-
port adjacent to the roadway, work zone
safety and traffic flow was a major concern.

Tyler District
TxDOT engineer technician Dodd Vin-

son teamed up with superintendent Bob
McKee of Gilbert Texas Construction Cor-
poration to widen eight bridges on Interstate
20 near Longview. To create two-way traffic
on one side of the Interstate and insure a
safe work zone, concrete barriers were
installed and crossovers constructed. Heavy
rains and increased traffic caused asphalt
shoulders along the detour to badly deterio-
rate. The project was completed ahead of
schedule, and the interstate opened to traffic.

Wichita Falls District
TxDOT inspector Darrell Johnson and

See PROJECT, Page 11
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Fast facts
THE AGING DRIVER

Facts:
In 1995, 239 licensed drivers in

Texas were older than 100 years of age.

The number of drivers age 55 or over
has increased since 1995.

Statistics show people continue to
drive later in life.

The most common violations commit-
ted by older drivers are failure to yield right
of way, improper turns, improper lane
changes and improperly entering or exiting
freeways.

Declining vision, hearing, physical
strength and bone mass create hazards
for older drivers.

People over age 55 take an average
of seven medications per day. Medications
could have an effect on driving.

Driving tips:
Have more frequent eye and audiolog-

ical exams.
Increase the distance between your

vehicle and the vehicle in front of you.
Avoid looking into oncoming lights at

night.
Keep windshields and lights clean for

better visibility.
Use car mirrors to increase aware-

ness of traffic.
Avoid fatigue on long trips by taking a

break every 100 miles.
Avoid driving at dusk and at rush

hour.
- Avoid smoking.
MUWear a safety belt, even if your car is

equipped with air bags.
Drive light colored cars, which can be

seen two to four times better at a dis-
tance.

Source: Driveline, Winter 1998

CLOCK WATCHING
You can watch the nation grow by

accessing the U.S. POP Clock on the Inter-
net at www.census. gov/cgi-bin/popclock.

According to the U.S. Bureau of the
Census, the resident population of the
United States, projected to July 1, 1999, is
272,881,083

U.S. population factors:
l1 birth every 8 seconds

E1 death every 15 seconds
El international migrant (net) every 30
seconds
E1 retuming federal citizen every
4,781 seconds

Net gain of 1 person every 11 sec-
onds

Global vital events:
4.2 births per second
1.7 deaths per second
World population increase per year:

77,321,212

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population
Division

Wise up I
EDnCAL QUEStiONS

Don't let misuse
of Internet costyou your job
By Pat Bittner
Office of Civil Rights

Despite all the growing concerns about

Y2K glitches, the real computer danger for

some TxDOT employees is unauthorized

use of the Internet.
If you have access to the Internet via the

TxDOT network and you abuse it, you

could find yourself surfing the street looking
for a new job.

Unlike some other Texas state agencies,

TxDOT takes Internet usage very seriously.

Internet use via the TxDOT network is

intended strictly for business purposes.
Employees are not allowed to use it for per-

sonal reasons.
This includes its use during breaks, lunch,

work and non-work hours.
The only exception is employees who

have Internet access and are enrolled in the

Education Assistance Program, Master's

Program or Non-Degree Program. These

employees are allowed to use the Internet to

do homework and class related research dur-

ing non-work hours. If they venture outside

any of these parameters, they are in violation

of the TxDOT Internet Policy.
If you use the Internet via the TxDOT

network for any reason, you should consider

creating an Internet usage log to record the

day, time, site and reason for every internet

hit.
If and when your Internet usage is ques-

tioned, you will be able to refresh your mem-

ory and justify your it, no matter how long

ago the incident occurred.
This is especially important if you reach

the wrong site. You need to notify your
supervisor immediately and log the mistake.

Don't be misled into believing you won't

get caught if you hit a non-authorized per-

sonal site here and there.
TxDOT is closely monitoring your Inter-

net use and access data is logged and

archived. Sooner or later TxDOT manage-

ment will probably confront you about it.

So don't throw away your TxDOT career

over unnecessary Internet use. *

n years ago, "highway yellow" was
the color you noticed when you
walked into the San Antonio District

Sign Shop.
It seemed everything was painted high-

way yellow - walls, chairs, the file cabinets.
The vivid yellow competed for attention
only with the odor of the nose-tingling paint
used for silk-screening roadway signs.

In the early 1990s, the sign shop was the
"modernized,"
and the yellow
walls were cov-
ered with panel-
ing. The smell
of paint no
longer lingered
in the air. The
silk-screening
room was con-
verted into the a
break room.

This year, the

Lisa Billalobos sign shop con-
tinued its trip to

First Prson modernization.
When the

renovation
began, the wood paneling was first to go.
And back came the "highway yellow" walls
and along with it, many memories. Those
old walls brought out a few stories and plen-
ty of laughs.

Next came the temporary walls in front of
the building. The shop had to be rearranged
to keep production flowing. Before you
knew it, sparks were flying!

Contractors were cutting steel beam sup-
ports, and sparks went flying from over,
under and through cracks in the temporary

walls. Now, that caused some excitement.

We found out that interim sign shop super-
visor Susan Atkins can jump pretty high
when she needs to - like when sparks land-
ed in her lap.

It was mid-winter when the temporary
walls were installed. Every other morning
Rudy Lopez, striping crew member, had an
additional duty. He would add duct tape to
as many crevices he could find that allowed
in the cold air.

The cold still managed to find its way in,
making us feel as though we were working
the great outdoors.

Staying in the office throughout the con-
struction was quite a challenge. Because of
the racket, normal conversation was out of
the question. We dealt with sawdust in the
office equipment and on our paperwork.
Finally, Atkins decided it was too much.

The former silk screening room, now the
break room, became the new multi-purpose
break room/temporary Sign Shop Office.

Those "highway yellow" walls have been
repainted a gleaming white with a touch of
sunlight. Instead of the good old "low-bid"
TxDOT tile, there's blue carpet on the floors
of the office.

The front of the building sports the
biggest change. It is now lined with sleek
storefront windows replacing the 1960s vin-
tage aqua-trimmed walls.

While this project brought many frustra-
tions, it helped to bring back the memories
of the good old days. *

Lisa Billalobos is the office manager of the
San Antonio District sign shop. Submit First
Person entries to Editor Lisa Trow via Group-
Wise at LTROW
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Amarillo project winners are, from left to
right, Reid Steger of the Amarillo District;
Bernie Hayek Gilbert, Texas Construction
Corp.; and Amarillo District Engineer Mark
Tomlinson.

Houston project winners are, from left to
right, Wayne Karlik and John Walsh of the
H.B. Zachry Co.; Lawrence J. Hockathorn of
the Houston District; and Houston District
Engineer Gary 1'etsch.

El Paso project winners are, from left to
right, James McDonald of the El Paso Dis-
trict; Michael W. Howell of J.D. Abrams;
and David Torres and Manuel Aguilera of
the El Paso District.

Lubbock project award winners are, from
left to right, Eddie Hickson of the Lubbock
District; Rusty Thompson of J.D. Abrams;
and John Rantz of the Lubbock District.

Fort Worth project award winners are, from
left to right, William Gilpin and Steve Cagle
of the Fort Worth District; Matthew Baker
of Martin K. Eby Construction; and Ray
Buzalsky of the Fort Worth District.

Tyler project winners are, from left to right,
Dodd Vinson of the Tyler District; Bob
McKee of Gilbert, Texas Construction Corp.;
Tyler District Engineer Mary Owen; and Paul
Jaap, Tyler District.

.. J:.t'q ~"> :> 'r * - f :of?

Pharr project winners are, from left to right, Wichita Falls project winners
Doug Glaser, Gilbert, Texas Construction Corp.; are, from left to right, Darrell
Jose Gaytan Jr. and Rosendo Garcia of the Johnson of the Wichita Falls
Pharr District; and Pharr District Engineer District and Wichita Falls Dis-
Amadeo Saenz. trict Engineer Joe H. Nelson 11I.

Yoakum project winners are, from left to right, Her-
bert Neubauer and Maria Jasek of the Yoakum Dis-
trict; Robert Butch Gandre of the Capital Excava-
tion Co.; and Yoakum District Engineer Bruce
Bayless.

AwARDS
Continued from Page 8

Cox of Cox Paving were also
present.

Dallas wins Innovation
The award in the Innovation

category was won by the Dallas
North Central Expressway S-2
project.

TQI Award plaques were
presented to Dallas District,
Brown and Root Development
for project design, and Granite
Construction Company.

This project, at a cost of more
than $100 million, involved the
widening of the North Central
Expressway (U.S. 75) highway
from four to eight lanes with
auxiliary lanes and frontage
roads, lowering roadway 25 feet
below existing grade, and demo-

lition and total construction of
five bridges on cross streets the
length of two miles from South-
western Boulevard to Monticello
Avenue.

The project began Sept. 21,
1993 and was completed Oct. 26,
1998, nine months ahead of
schedule.

Jim Hunt, Dallas District
director of construction, accepted
the award. Joining him were
Paul Williams, area engineer, and
Preston McCormick, project
inspector.

Mark Leintz, project manager,
accepted the award for Granite
Construction Company. Joining
him was Bert Shropshire.

Claude Garrett accepted the
award for Brown and Root
Development.*

PROJECT AWARDS
Continued from Page 9

superintendent Eddie Bobo of
Concho Construction Company
rehabilitated overpass structures
on Interstate 44 in Wichita
Falls. Detoured traffic off the
Interstate in both directions
required completion in 90 cal-
endar days. Routing detoured
traffic and pavement markings
became the first challenge.
Once overpass work began,
grades on the original plans
were significantly different than
actual elevations. The elevation
error, combined with constrain-
ing elevations of existing steel
girders, made calculating accu-
rate plans for new concrete deck
surfaces extremely difficult.
Despite the challenge, the pro-

ject was completed 27 days
ahead of schedule.

Yoakum District
TxDOT engineer Marla

Jasek and inspector Herbert
Neubauer teamed up with
superintendent Robert "Butch"
Gandre of Capital Excavation
Company to expand the exist-
ing railroad underpass on U.S.
77A in Yoakum.

Significant rail service delays
hampered delivery of materials
for the new rail construction
and caused a six-month project
delay. Planned underpass work
was pushed into winter months
instead of summer, forcing
major changes in the work plan.
The project was completed with
a minimum impact on the trav-
eling public.*
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Last known cowhand remembered
Retirees mourn passing of former highway department employee, age 102

I received a clip from the Shreveport
Times from Marcus Sandifer, the public
information officer in the Atlanta

District. The news article was about a former
TxDOT employee from Amarillo who
passed away in late July.

Shortly afterwards, Amarillo District
retiree Joe McDougal sent me additional
information about this former road hand.

The attention 102-year-old Ira Taylor
received was not for his work for the depart-
ment, but because he was the last known liv-
ing cowhand from the legendary XIT Ranch
in the Texas Panhandle.

After working
at the ranch, Ira
became a heavy
equipment oper-
ator for the
Texas Highway
Department. He
retired in 1961
with 18 years of
service.

According to
Mary Nell Math-
es, the human
resources officer

Helen Havelka in the Amarillo
District, Ira was

The Good Life making $2 an
hour when he
retired from the

Potter County maintenance office.
Joe completed his career with the depart-

ment in 1992 after 35 years. He went to
work in a machine shop and did not fully
retire until earlier this year. Now Joe stays
busy around the house and enjoys traveling.

Working with the city of Laredo Public
Works Department kept Pharr District's
Frank Salinas busy after retirement. Frank
had almost 34 years of service when he left
the department in 1991.

Playing golf and traveling are the high-
lights of retirement for Bill Long. He worked
in the Childress District for 37 years, leaving
in 1991.

Enjoying the quiet life of Fort Davis is
where you'll find Guillermo Dutchover. The
1979 retiree from the El Paso District does a
little traveling. He had 30 years of service.

Pharr's Marciano Rico spends much of his
retirement days involved with church activi-
ties or working around the home. He com-
piled 33 years of service when he retired in
1987.

Samuel Armstrong from the Brownwood
District lives a good life. "I work some here
and some there and not much anywhere," he
wrote. Samuel retired in 1983 with 27 years.

Owen Lohman from the Vehicle Tides and
Registration Division has been traveling,
hunting and fishing since retiring in 1993.
There has also been a little work around the
home for this 31-year veteran.

BillyJoe Pinkerton is spending his retire-
ment days raising cattle on his small farm.
He worked in the Childress District until
1993 after a little more than 38 years of ser-
vice.

Visiting children and grandchildren
throughout the state has Michael Vourcos on
the go. Since retiring in 1991 from the Pharr

District, he has been active in church and is
on the board of directors of the credit union.
Michael wrote that he is relaxing, and he
deserves it after a 41-year career.

Also active with a local credit union is
Dorothy Weynand from the San Antonio Dis-
trict. Dorothy finds time for her family, trav-
eling and working at a children's hospital.
She accumulated 27 years when she retired
in 1992.

El Paso's Hector Lozano is trying to stay fit
since retiring in 1997. When he is not at the
club, he is working in the garden, landscap-
ing around the house or traveling. Hector
worked for the department for 20 years.

Traveling also tops Winnie Purser's list of
retirement activities. Winnie, a 1993 retiree,
completed a 27-year stint in the Amarillo
District.

Volunteering keeps John King on the go.
He retired from the Pharr District in 1986
after 35 years.

Glen Turner is hoping for rain after
installing a 1,550-gallon rain system in his
home. He retired from the Maintenance
Division in 1993 after 33 years.

All members of the TxDOT family are
invited to stop and visit Al Bazan in Van
Horn. It might be hard to catch this 1995
retiree from the El Paso District, who plays a
lot of golf, travels and visits family and
friends. If that is not enough, this 22-year
veteran is remodeling an old ranch house.
Thanks for the invitation, Al.

"Living life to the max" is Bill Cole from
the Waco District. Among his retirement
activities are fishing and farming. Bill retired
in 1993 with a total of 37 years.

Working 42 years with the department
hasn't slowed John Maha from the San Anto-
nio District. He has done some traveling via
highway and waterway. Gardening, ranching
and spending time with family are also rea-
sons he is enjoying retirement. John left the
department in 1993.

Pablo Lazo and Felipe Rodriquez from the
Pharr District stay busy around the house.
Pablo had 36 years when he retired in 1986.
Felipe, who sings in the church choir, retired
a year later after a 20-year career.

Travel tops the lists of 1993 El Paso Dis-
trict retirees - Rudy Burralo and Jack Rut-
ledge. It may have been the activity listed
first, but Rudy wrote that he spends 90 per-
cent of his time on honey-dos. He retired
with 35 years.

Jack, a 30-year veteran, has found time for
golf and fishing.

"Having a wonderful time with my fami-
ly," is how Nancy Edwards described her
retirement activities. The former employee
from the Vehicles Tides and Registration Divi-
sion has spent time remodeling her home,
volunteering and keeping up with former
co-workers. Nancy retired with 15 years of
service in 1994.

Traveling and fishing are Donald "Jack"
Eads' rewards for a 34-year career with the
department. Jack, who worked in the Chil-
dress District until 1992, has also helped his
son with his furniture business.

Staying active is Johny Brannan from the
Brownwood District. The 1981 retiree is an
elder at his church, does some engineering

work, spends time in his garden and yard,
and enjoys time with the great grandchil-
dren. Johny retired with more than 42 years
of service.

Also spending time with great grandchil-
dren is Alberto Gonzalez. He retired from
the Pharr District in 1985 after 29 years.
Travel is also on his list of activities.

Received a card from Juan Saenz from the
Odessa District. I don't know if he is a man
of few words, but "Enjoying Retirement!"
leads me to believe he is doing OK. After 42
years with the department, Juan, you deserve
it. He left TxDOT in 1993.

W.T. Neidhardt from the El Paso District
can be found on the golf course. He also
enjoys working with oil and acrylic painting,
stained glass and limestone and wood sculp-
tures. W.T. completed a 20-year career when
he retired in 1987. Working around the
house and traveling have been Lloyd Varnell's
retirement activities. He had 28 years of ser-
vice when he left the Pharr District in 1993.

Eugene Sadler from the Amarillo District
has been enjoying the good life. He spent
the first few years traveling and now stays
closer to home to be with family members.
The 19-year veteran retired in 1993.

I received a clip from The Panola Watch-
man from Jimmy Turner. Thirteen retirees
from the Panola County maintenance sec-
tion in the Atlanta District got together for a
little reunion. The longest retired was ned
Malone, who left in 1974 after 21 years. Billy
Knight had accrued the most years among
the group with 42. He retired in 1991.

Other attendees were Carl London, who
retired in 1979 with 30 years; Webster Den-
ton, 1983, 30 years; Howard Beasley, 1984, 32
years; Brodie Akins, 1993, 36 years; Jimmy,
the reunion host, 1993, 25 years; and Bill
Peace, 1995, 30 years.

Also attending were DaleJones, l )96, 30
years; James Ray Grafton, 1997, 29 y ars;
Richard Howard, 1997, 15 years; Her ry
Wyatt, 1998, 31 years; Connie Hudson, 1999,
26 years.

And, finally, it's time for our readers who
receive Transportation News through the
mail to renew their subscription. It is a state
law that anyone wishing to receive a publica-
tion must ask for it. The renewal notice
appears on page 15. *

WHO's ON RRST?
The Public Information Office in

Austin is compiling a list of TxDOT
"firsts," such as the true first female
maintenance supervisor, the first His-
panic district engineer, the first woman
to drive a state vehicle for the depart-
ment, et cetera. Can you help? If you
know of a "first" for the department
and can help us document the informa-
tion, please reply to Chante' Bergmann
at 125 E. 11th St. Austin, Texas,
78701, or e-mail her at:
CBERGMA@mailgw.dot.state.tx.us.

- Lisa Trow, editor

1ansportatlon News October 1999
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TxDOT RounduD
El Paso District crews
cope with falling boulders

The El Paso District has had an unex-
pected amount of rainfall this year, but with
that welcome moisture comes a dangerous
situation, rolling boulders.

In August, three inches of rain that fell
between Alpine and Marfa dislodged a 500-
pound boulder, endangering campers at the
Paisano Baptist Encampment and drivers on
Highway 90 who dodged the boulder, which
ended up in the middle of the four-lane
roadway. No one was injured.

"Rain and gravity - it never takes a
break. We saw the hard rain and our mainte-
nance people were already out there. When
we see that hard rain, we have people that go
out and start checking," said Tom Mangrem,
area engineer for the Alpine section.

The 3- by 4-foot-wide boulder dislodged
from a road cut. Traffic was delayed for
about an hour while TxDOT crews pushed
the large rock on the side of the road; it was
too big for the loader to get underneath it.

"There are lots of areas that when it rains,
the rocks come down," Mangrem said. "The

Shafter rock cuts, the River Road. Whenev-
er somebody calls, we usually know tight
where it is."

- Blanca Del Valle, ELP

San Antonio celebrates
opening of new facility

The San Antonio District celebrated the

opening of its new $3.5 million Bexar metro
area -and maintenance offices in August.

The facility is located in southeast San

Antonio at southeast Loop 410. In keeping

with the San Antonio theme, Bexar metro

area engineer David Bali and maintenance

supervisor Buddy Donahoe traded the tradi-
tional ribbon cutting for a piata bashing to
commemorate the event.

"This much needed new complex will
allow us to better serve the ever growing

needs of our community," Bali said.
Donahoe will oversee all maintenance

activities out of the new office.

The new complex, constructed on 19.5
acres, consists of three buildings with a total

of 27,768 square feet. It will house 90 engi-
neering and maintenance employees. Every-

thing from the design, planning and con-
struction of highway improvements to the

maintenance of state roads will be conducted

out of this new facility.
San Antonio is the nation's second fastest

growing city, according to a recent report.

"With population growth comes traffic

increases and the need for improvements to

our transportation system," said San Anto-

nio District Engineer John Kelly, who wel-

comed the 200 employees and guests to the

event.
"It is TxDOT's mission to move people

and goods as safely and efficiently as possi-

ble. The addition of the new Bexar Metro

Area and Maintenance Complex is a step

forward in our quest to provide the best

transportation system possible to the public,"

he said.
Among those present for the ceremonies

were state Rep. Carlos Uresti, D-San Anto-

nio, Bexar County Pct. 4 Commissioner

Tommy Adkisson and TxDOT retiree Bob
Magers. Magers served as Bexar metro area

engineer before retiring. Magers gave a his-

tory of the old Bexar Metro complex.
- Maggie Rios, SAT

Yoakum District employees'
quick work saves house

Fayette County resident Becky Corn is
heralding two of the Yoakum District's
Fayette County maintenance employees as
heroes after they spotted a grass fire Aug. 19
and stopped to put it out.

The fire was encroaching on her home
and a nearby propane tank when Chris
Berger and Brandon Grubert arrived.

Their quick action kept a potentially dan-
gerous situation involving a propane tank
under control, and Corn's house was saved
from damage. The fire charred about two
acres of land and an old building.

The fire was within 75 feet of the
propane tank when Berger and Grubert
arrived at approximately 1:45 p.m. The fire
occurred on land adjacent to Farm-to-Mar-
ket Road 1291. It apparently started when
dry grass came in contact with an electric
fence wire.

Grubert jumped from their truck and
grabbed a water hose to cool off the propane
tank and to keep the fire under control while
Berger radioed the Fayette County Mainte-
nance Office, which contacted the Fayette
County Volunteer Fire Department.

"When we got to the site and saw where
the fire was headed, we knew we had to do
something quickly or the tank would
explode and spread the fire. We were glad
we were able to save Ms. Corn's home, too,"
Berger said.

In the 15 minutes it took for the fire
department to arrive, Berger and Grubert

kept the propane tank watered down. The

fire was within 10 feet of the propane tank

when an utility pole caught fire, causing the
electricity to shut off. Without electricity,
there was no more water from the garden
hose.

When the fire department arrived, Berger
and Grubert helped unravel the fire hose
from the truck. They were relieved to let the

fire department take control of the situation.

Berger has been a TxDOT employee for
almost two years, and Grubert has been with

TxDOT only two months.
- Pearlie Bushong, YKM

TxDOT traffic safety course
offered to cities, counties

What are the most common safety prob-

lems associated with Texas roadways? Which

roadway improvements will most effectively
reduce the number and severity of crashes?
What maintenance responsibilities are

linked to the installation of traffic control
devices?

Local authorities throughout Texas are

learning the answers to these and related

questions, thanks to a unique program

offered through the Texas Engineering

Extension Service at Texas A&M University.
The City/County Safety Assistance Pro-

gram strives to raise awareness of roadway

safety issues by providing free on-site train-

ing and facilities evaluation. More than 500

local officials and staff members in 40 juris-

dictions have already benefited. The program

is funded through TxDOT's Traffic Safety
Program.

In Texas and the nation as a whole, more

people die on city and county roads than on
interstate highways, said Bob Burch, the
program's manager. Awareness of this situa-
tion prompted the development of the Safe-
ty Assistance Program. Local agencies with-
out large engineering staffs often lack a
method for identifying and correcting
potential roadway hazards. This increases
the risk of crashes and the potential for tort
claim lawsuits.

TEEX's program features a one-day
course held on-site. The morning session
consists of a safety orientation, emphasizing
the importance of constant vigilance in the
upkeep of the roadway, the roadside, and
traffic control devices. Safety features such
as pavement drainage, ditches, side slopes,
drainage structures, sight distance, clear
zone, guardrail, and traffic control devices
are discussed. Burch, who usually teaches
the course, places special emphasis on signs.
Texas law requires that all traffic control
devices erected by local authorities conform
to the standards established by the Texas
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices. "Conforming to the standards"
includes adequate maintenance, which is
sometimes overlooked. Damaged and stolen
signs are particular problems that must be
dealt with in a timely manner.

For the afternoon session, Burch takes his
students on the road. They look at selected
sites on the local transportation system,
comparing conditions in the field with the
safety features discussed during the class-
room session.

At its current level, the program accom-
modates eight to 10 jurisdictions per year.
Interested local officials should call the pro-

gram's toll-free number: (800) 824-7303.
- Bruce Hailock, TRF

Radio workshop helps keep
communications working

AUSTIN - Keeping TxDOT's radio
systems operating is the job of a group of
specialists who work in relative isolation.
The Radio Communications Workshop,

hosted biennially by the Traffic Operations
Division, offers these folks a rare opportuni-
ty to discuss problems and share solutions

face-to-face.
This year's workshop, held July 13-15 in

Austin, offered programs for radio specialists

and their supervisors.
The workshop featured a daylong,

OSHA-approved seminar covering safety

issues for workers exposed to high-level

radio energy. The seminar strove to make

workers more aware of potential hazards in

their shops and near radio antennas tem-

porarily installed to test new sites.

Along with the seminar, vendors present-

ed new equipment available for TxDOT use.

Employees also gave talks on an array of

topics, such as new issues in purchasing,

maintenance and protection of existing

equipment, and radio licensing with the

Federal Communications Commission.
-Richard Herndon, TRE
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Service Awards
Abilene District
20 years
John D. Holton
15 years
Larry P Williams
5 years
Larry D. Cauthen
Patsye B. Doty
Jesus D. Martinez Jr.

Amarillo District
30 years
Michael J. James
25 years
Marilyn T. Clawson
20 years
Mary N. Mathes
15 years
Donnie C. Osbourne
Louis D. Ruthardt
5 years
Johnny J. Guerrero

Atlanta District
25 years
Leroy Jiles Jr.
20 years
Steven C. Juneau
Dennis L. Massey

Austin District
10 years
Pamela J. Crumley
5 years
Houman Hemati

Beaumont District
25 years
Billy R. Clopton Sr.
20 years
Marlin L. Hom
10 years
Theresa V. Belew
Deanne Droddy
5 years
Vivian S. Bagwell
Thomas A. Strother

Brownwood District
35 years
Aneta R. Ratliff
30 years
Ronnie W. Vaughn
25 years

Gerald L. Braddock
1.5 yes
SevenB. Sngleton
5 years
Celeste T. Johnson
Robert L. Sitton

Bryan District
30 years
Marie W. Stinnett
20 years
Debra A. Rogers
15 years
Douglas A. Holland
Raymond L. Kroll
Lamar G. Ondrasek
Bobby L. Wells
10 years
Lori T. Boer
5 years
Kayvon Jahedkar

Chldress District
35 years
Brice P Lindsey
30 years
Gerald W. Myers

15 years
William E. Harris Jr.

Corpus Christi District
40 years
Guadalupe Rodriguez
25 years
Jose A. Lopez
Lupe 0. Tijerina
15 years
Paula M. Cantu
Felix C. Trevino II
10 years
Amparo A. Havemann
5 years
David Zuniga Sr.

Dallas District
30 years
Joe N. Brown
Andrew E. Estes
Bradley K. Smith
15 years
Michael E. Bardin
Sheldon R. Clagg
David A. Hall
Marian C. Sherrill
Rhonda A. Simmelink
Gary W. Whitton
10 years
David A. Gachot
Wandra A. Hilliard
5 years
Eleanor S. Hubbell
Patrick R. Nugent
Vicki E. Rodriguez
Rodolfo Vazquez
Mustafa A. Yafai

El Paso District
25 years
Vicente S. Ramirez
Patricia C. Welty
20 years
Judy L. Ramsey

Fort Worth District
30 years
Joe F. Potter
20 years
Matthew F. Hendricks Jr.
Piedad M. Rodriguez
Timothy R. Tuggle
15 years
Juan M. Flores
Gregory S. Lane
Patrick D. MacKey
10 years
Alan J. Easterling
5 years
Sandee E. Davis
Marvin G. Masten
Carlos G. Ramirez
Pamela S. Rogers

Houston District
35 years
James L. Hebert
Kirby G. Rummel
20 years
Stephen D. Cochran
George E. Henry
Wanda 0. Hildenburg
15 years
William C. Baker
John R. Ibarra
Ricky L. Mcnvale
Lavonne W. Rust
Tommy L. Spain
Theodore R. Stever
George L. Torres
Brian D. Vogler
Stanley F. Yin
10 years

25 years
Jerry G. Lopez

Marshall S. Redman
Thomas J. Seelbach
Kenneth R. Walker
5 years
Amanda A. Flores
Kenneth E. Kuykendall

Laredo District
30 years
Leonel G. Barrera
20 years
Jorge R. Garcia
5 years
Juan L. Garza
Miguel Hernandez
Pedro Mosqueda

Lubbock District
35 years
Buddy L. Ussery
30 years
Telesforo Guzman
25 years
Pedro C. Fernandez
20 years
Tedd 0. Carter
Ronald K. Ivy
15 years
Fancy H. Koonsman
Randall L. Woods
5 years
Jana J. Field
Judy W. Powe

Lufkon District
10 years
Gerald B. Colter
5 years
Hollis R. Lakey

Odessa District
25 years
Jesse G. Gutierrez Jr.
15 years
Ruperto 0. Perez
5 years
Oscar Martinez
Eloy Varela

Paris District
35 years
Gerald W. Byas
Billy R. Chapman
15 years
Dwight D. Freeman
Bryan P Seymour
5 yars
Cliff J. Watts

Pharr District
10 years
Leonel Guerra

San Angelo District
25 years
Helen L. Cole
Edward B. Stovall Jr.
20 years
Charles W. Cook
15 years
Juan J. Barrera
Dolores J. Roe
10 years
William R. Galbreath
Terri A. Meacham
5 years
Joe A. Lara
Ronald L. Piri
Samuel Saiz

San Antonio District

Retirements
July
Atlanta District
Thomas G. Long, Traffic

Systems Technician IV, 20
years

Childress District
Ronald L. Urbanczyk,

Maintenance Supervisor IIl,
30 years

August
Bryan District
Billy H. Guyton, Transportation

Maintenance Supervisor IV,
37 years

Corpus Christi District
Lonnie J. Urban, Engineering

Technician V, 32 years

Dallas District
Harvey R. Ballard, Construction

Engineering Technician IV,
31 years

El Paso District
Jose P Lujan, Engineering

Technician III, 37 years

Houston District
David L. Edwards, Engineering

Specialist III, 28 years

Pharr District
Renulfo Garza, Engineering

Technician I, 30 years
Roberto Mendoza, Engineering

Technician III, 22 years

Wichita Falls District
Geraldine (Jerry) T. Young,

District Transportation
Planning Assistant III, 32
ears

Yoakum District
Clara L. Heintschel,

Administrative Technician II,
31 years

General Services Division
Burrell B. Bentley, Program

Administrator III, 40 years

Human Resources Division
James "Bo" W. McCarver, Jr.,

Training Specialist IV, 20
years

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
Charles T. Breed, Investigator II,

32 years
Esequiel Pena, Program

Administrator I, 15 years

September
Abilene District
Ellen R. Hataway, Office

Technician III, 22 years

Atlanta District
Charles E. Gortney,
Construction Inspector VI, 24

years

Fort Worth District
Kayella "Kay" Y. Ratliff,

Engineering Technician IV,
23 years

Tyler District
Billie B. Donner, Engineering

Technician II, 38 years

Yoakum District
James D. Brenner, Engineering

Technician III, 32 years

Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division
Esther J. Brock, Administrative

Technician II, 10 years

October
Houston District
Alvin Ray Ervin, Engineering

Technician IV, 20 years

Paris District
James D. Jackson,

Transportation Maintenance
Supervisor II, 36 years
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Got news?
Did your district newsletter

run a story you think other
TxDOT employees would enjoy
reading?

Do you know of a co-worker
with an interesting hobby?
Would you like more informa-
tion about changes in TxDOT
policy?

We want your story ideas.
To contribute, contact your dis-
trict Public Information Officer.
He or she can pass it along to
us.

Or you can contact Editor
Lisa Trow by phone at (512)
463-8609 or via GroupWise at
LTROW.

Jesse R. Mata
15 years
Hoyt B. Adami
David A. Eardley
Ilse H. Krellwitz
Reginald M. Qualls
Allen J. Schneider
Russell J. Soike
David A. Vrana
10 years
Jeffrey L. Dickinson
Rudolph H. Manka Jr.
5 years
Albert W. Vega

Tyler District
40 years
Donald R. Wood
15 years
Jerry T. Hobbs
10 years
Billy W. Terry Jr.
5 years
Sheryl A. Allen
Kathy A. Carroll
Richard H. Hudson Jr.
Michael Q. Parker
Melvin Seaton Jr.
William J. Willeford

Waco District
20 years
Terry L. Guenat
15 years
David G. Stimmel
10 years
Clark W. Gauer
5 years
Ernest F. Kutscherousky
Stephanie M. Stoermer

Wichita Falls District
35 years
Ed C. Brown
25 years
Lewis D. Faver Jr.

Yoakum District
15 years
Howard G. Callis Jr.
Edwin L. Price
10 years
Peggy R. Koliba

Administration
5 years
Nicole C. Powers

Construction Division
25 years
Clarence M. Bryan
Baltazar Rodriguez
15 years
John D. Arndt
10 years
Laurie A. Kincheon
Jaime Sanchez
5 years
Melissa A. Daniels
Rochelle C. Jones
Hisham S. Makkouk

Design Division
5 years
Virendra Nath
Thomas W. Stephenson
Somasekhara R. Rebala

Environmental Affairs Division

Finance Division
30 years
Virgil E. Finley
10 years
Herlinda A. Hickman
5 years
Jacqueline C. Edwards

General Services Division
25 years
Lillian E. Hackworth
15 years
Lee B. Whitten Jr.
5 years
Larry G. Benavides
Eliza L. Fanuel
Mason R. Jones

Human Resources Division
20 years
James W. McCarver
5 years
Robert A. Eason Jr.

Information Systems Division
25 years
Benny C. Ridge
15 years
David W. Debo
Michael E. Meinecke
5 years
Enrique Cano Jr.
Patricia R. McCune
Kathy G. McMullen

Maintenance Division
10 years
Kenneth J. Boehme

Motor Carrier Division
20 years
Sylvia L. Subia
15 years
Sandra Y. Moehlman
10 years
Melissa A. Bennett

Right of Way Division
20 years
Deborah S. Menefee

Texas Tarnpike Authority
Division
10 ya-
Crystal L. Hansen

Traffic Operations Division
20 years
Bemard P Walker
15 years
Rachel L. Rodriguez

Transportation Planning a
Programming Division
10 years
Alan M. Grohman

Vehicle Titles & Registration
Division
20 years
Lanita J. McAfee
15 years
Judy H. Griffith
5 years
Michael G. Cuellar
Joe L. Holman
Lois A. Meredith
Harry C. Morgan
James A. Williams

10 years
Barbara J. Hickman
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Letters
Gov. George W Bush received the following

letter:
I am writing to praise two of your

employees from the Marshall Maintenance
Section in the Atlanta District.

My wife and I are retired, elderly and tak-
ing several medications. We have a daughter
who lives in Norman, Okla., whom we had
been visiting for several days. We left Nor-
man at 7 a.m. on Friday, July 23, en route
home to Shreveport, La. At approximately
1:30 p.m. on Interstate 20 near Waskom, the
radiator hose on my pickup blew out. I was
stranded on the roadside with the tempera-
ture around 100 degrees. Antonio Garcia and
Nathon Watson, who were working on the
opposite side of the interstate, observed our
situation and immediately came to our aid.
Both gentlemen were very polite, friendly
and helpful. Garcia drove me to the parts
store in Waskom. I purchased a new hose
and he drove me back to my vehicle. Garcia
and Watson put the hose on for me and
stayed with us until they knew the vehicle
would run again. They refused to accept any
money for their assistance.

Never in all of my 21 years in the military
and 19 years as a Veteran's Administration
police officer have I experienced the polite,
friendly and helpful manner in which Garcia
and Watson treated my wife and me. This is
the best public relations effort I have ever
witnessed.

So many times the boss gets the credit for
a job well done, while the worker goes unno-
ticed. It is a great plus for the state of Texas
to have personnel of this caliber in your
employment.

RobertAnweiler
Shreveport, La.
Antonio Garcia is a maintenance sign techni-

m------------------------------------------------

According to state law, anyone receiv-
ing,Transportation News by mail must
make a request to remain on our
mailing list.

Here's your chance. Please fill out the
form below and send it to Transporta-

cian and Nathon Watson was a summer hire.

Louis Ruthardt, a maintenance technician in
the Groom maintenance Section of the Amarillo
District, received this letter after returning a
suitcase he found:

Thank you for your honest return of my
bag. Louis, may God bless you and your
family. I love your great state of Texas. If I'm
back, I'm going to look you up.

Rex Massie
Knoxville, Tenn.

Last May, Martha Russell and I were
sightseeing in the Bulcher area, taking pho-
tographs of the wildflowers and the old
Bulcher schoolhouse. It was about 5:30 p.m.
and we had only seen one car in the last
hour.

As we drove away from the Bulcher
schoolhouse, I heard a thumping noise.
Upon checking, I found that we had a flat.

Martha and I are in our 70s. I had my
cellular phone with me, but was unable to
reach my husband.

As I went around the car to get the spare
tire and jack from the trunk, a TxDOT
employee, Roger McMillan, and his wife
drove by. They stopped to help. Roger
changed the flat tire, so that we were able to
get home safely. He would not accept any
payment for his work.

Martha and I are so very grateful to him.
He is a fine young man, and we felt that his
employer should be told of his generosity in
helping others.

LowellMcCormack
Gainesville

Roger McMillan works as an engineering aide
in the Gainesville Area Office, Wichita Falls Dis-
trict.

El Paso District Engineer Maribel Chavez
received the following letter:

This is to thank you and your staff for the
excellent work you are doing in El Paso
County.

During my recent drive into El Paso from
Austin, I was pleasantly surprised at the
large number of construction jobs in process.
Just completed are projects on our border
highway (Loop 375) from the border to the
freeway, our main street in Fabens and Inter-
state 10 before the Fabens off-ramp, all of
which have been recently completed.

Naturally, with the large number of vehi-
cles utilizing all of our roads, you and your
staff will be required to continue working on
present and future projects. However, I felt it
necessary to write you a personal thank you
note.

Rep. Manny Najera
El Paso

Houston District Engineer Gary Trietsch
received the following letter:

One of the nicest things you do, which I
really appreciate, is to write a letter to the
contractor after successful and timely com-
pletion of the project and compliment the
contractor and his project personnel.

Turn about is fair play.
I recently discussed the 18-wheeler gaso-

line tanker trailer catastrophe at U.S. 59
North and Interstate 610 that occurred

about 10 days ago with Rod Neal, our pro-
ject manager on U.S. 59 work. He said Clif-
ford Halvorsen's maintenance crew handled
that crisis in a superb manner that he was
not accustomed to seeing in response to sim-
ilar situations. The Halvorsen maintenance
crew response was timely and totally self-
sufficient. They did not ask the contractor
for any assistance whatsoever, which we
wouldn't have minded and are accustomed to
significantly working with your TxDOT
maintenance people in similar situations.
Rod said he had never seen a maintenance
response to equal to that of Halvorsen's
group. Thought I would pass this on to you.

James D. PitcockJr.
Houston
Clifford Halvorsen is the central Houston area

engineerfor the Houston District. Members of his
maintenance crew are: Tommie Bosley, trans-
portation maintenance supervisor; Dennis Zim-
merman, engineer technician ; Charles Salazar,
equipment mechanic;James Elliott, transportation
maintenance technician; Thomas Solorzano,
transportation maintenance technician; and
Ervin Ramirez, roadway maintenance supervi-
sor.

Thank you for your efforts to incorporate
NOAA Weather Radio information into the
Official Texas Travel Map and The 1998
Texas Travel Guide.

We are encouraging our field offices in
other states to develop similar pro-active
relationships with their departments of
transportation so more opportunities to edu-
cate people to the availability of NOAA
Weather Radio can be achieved.

As you know, NOAA Weather Radio is a
primary means for dissemination of critical
National Weather Service forecasts, watches
and warnings. By educating the citizens and
visitors of Texas to the availability of this
resource, you are helping further our mission
of saving lives and protecting property.

We look forward to continuing a strong
relationship with you and the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation.

X. William Proenza
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Jane McNally is the editor of the Travel Divi-
sion's Official Texas Travel Map and Mike Tal-

ley (TRV) is the editor of the Texas Travel
Guide.

While we were driving recently on Texas

207, a tire on our pickup blew out. By the
time we stopped, four men working on the

highway were there. While my companion,
Louis, was getting out the spare, one man
took the ruined one off. The spare was too
flat to drive on, so the men radioed their
boss in Floydada, and he brought a compres-
sor. They wouldn't take any money. They
said it was part of their job descriptions to

help stranded motorists. We learned one
man's name was Seymour. The boss's name
was Golightly. All were from Floydada.
Only in a small community could this hap-
pen! These five men surely deserve the
"Good Guys Award."

Oleta Randell
The employees are Dayne Golightly, assistant

maintenance supervisor, and maintenance techni-
cians Dean Seymour, Adolfo Chavarria, Adelfino
Aleman, andAdam Gonzales, maintenance tech-
nicians in the Floydada Maintenance Section in
the Lubbock District.

lansportation News October 1999

tion News, 125 11th St. Austin, Texas
78701, attention: Diana Ward. Please
include mailing label on reverse side.

Name:

Address:

City:

State:

ZIP code:

-----------------------------------------------.



16

rom the archives
(BROCHURE)
Imagine a time when cars and trucks did

not have air conditioning. Picture an era
when there were no interstate highways.
Visualize a time when automobile travel was
young. Dream of a world where everything
moved at a slower pace. If you can create
this image in your mind, then you will have a
good idea why Texas developed its first pic-
nic areas, the beginning of the state's vast
roadside park program...

Begun in 1935, there were 674 such
"wayside" parks scattered across Texas by
the end of 1938. These early picnic areas
were constructed during the Great Depres-
sion...by the National Youth Administration....

NYA workers usually quarried and dressed
their own stone and felled their own trees for
lumber. Heavy machinery was noticeably
absent from construction - most all the
work was done by hand....

The NYA paid for the labor, while the high-
way department was responsible for provid-
ing the plans, supervision, materials and
equipment....The first 200 were completed
at a cost of about $230,000, of which the
department paid about a third....

An article in the September 1936 issue of
Texas Parade magazine describes these pic-
nic areas:

DAILY
Continued from Page 3

"We picked up patients from military hospi-
tals, VA hospitals and civilian hospitals, and
took them to larger facilities to obtain spe-
cialized treatment"he said.

Vietnam caught up with Daily, and he
found himself flying Cessnas as a forward
air controller, a "spotter," if you will, who
conducts visual reconnaissance for coordina-
tion between ground forces and close air
support. This assignment led to Daily's
involvement in creating a flight-training
program for forward air controllers in Korea.

Back in the states, he tackled the job as a
KC-135 aircraft commander at a SAC
(Strategic Air Command) base in North
Carolina. He stayed in SAC but moved to
Louisiana, which, according to Daily, was "a
good place for his boys at this time because
they were the right age to be near their
grandparents."

Daily was also able during this time to
finish his degree at Louisiana Tech Universi-
ty.

This assignment put Daily in charge of a
24-hour a day operation at a nuclear com-
mand and control center that controlled air-
craft and missiles on alert at 21 bases.

From there it was to CINCPAC (Com-
mander In Chief Pacific Command) in
Hawaii for three years as a plans and policy
officer developing U.S. political-military pol-
icy in the Pacific and Indian Ocean region.

"In this joint assignment, I probably
worked more Army and Navy issues than I
did Air Force," Daily said. "I was fortunate
to be able to participate in a several high-
level meetings between the U.S. Secretary of
State and foreign ministers from Australia
and New Zealand."

Oh, yeah, in passing, Daily recalled that
the deputy division head during this time
was none other than Gulf War hero
Stormin' Norman Schwartzkopf, then a
brand-new brigadier general. "We made sev-
eral trips together to Australia and New

"As the wanderer in the desert welcomes
the oasis, so the Texas motorist hails with
joy these little off-the-road nooks which offer
rest and relaxation after a ride in the broiling
sun."

- A Guide to Depression Era Roadside Parks in
Texas, Environmental Affairs Division, June 1999

(EDITORIAL)
Texas Fertlizer/The state Department of

Transportation is giving cow manure a good
name

When Lady Bird Johnson launched her
campaign in the 1960s to beautify the
nation's highways, the then-first lady avidly
promoted the planting of wildflowers. The
idea caught on in a big way in Texas, as evi-
denced by the bluebonnets and Indian paint-
brushes seen along the major roads in the
spring.

Now the state Department of Transporta-
tion has begun using an organic substance
found in awesome abundance in the Lone
Star state - cattle manure -as fertilizer to
grow grass along the slopes bordering the
highways. ..As with Lady Bird's wildflowers,
this idea appears likely to catch on.

- Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Aug. 21, 1999

Zealand," he said.
He ended his military service at Twelfth

Air Force Headquarters at Bergstrom Air
Force Base in Austin where he was the chief
of the Operations Support Division in
Fighter Operations. "I was over four
branches and had oversight of aircraft sched-
uling, life support, airfield management and
disaster preparedness at seventeen Tactical
Air Command bases west of the Mississip-
pi," he said.

Daily considers himself a lucky guy when
it comes to his tenure at TxDOT. "I've basi-
cally been in the same job the whole time
I've been here," he said. "What I really like
about it is all the contact I have with the
districts and the other state and federal
agencies.

"I've really been fortunate to have worked
under first, Tom Ohlendorf (now in the
Austin District), and currently Joe Graff,
director of the maintenance section," he said.
"For fourteen-plus years, these guys gave me
opportunities to be involved in developing
news programs from the ground up."

He still flies and is a partner in a Cessna
182 single engine aircraft. "We don't drive
much any more," he said, in reference to
vacations."

"Barbara enjoys flying, but she made it
clear she never wants to learn to pilot the
plane," he said, chuckling.

If you had to pin Daily down on any
other hobbies, it would be food. "I like to
eat," he admitted, "so I like to cook." He
adds to that interest by keeping a vegetable
garden ("mostly tomatoes and cucumbers")
and barbecuing and smoking "lots of differ-
ent meats. I have one of those Cajun cook-
ers, and I enjoy sharing the finished products
with my neighbors."

His next move, he revealed, will be to try
to make corned beef from a fresh brisket.

My next move, since he is a media liaison
officer, will be to invite Jim to the next Pub-
lic Information Office covered dish lun-
cheon. *

Calendar
OCTOBER
5-8 Public Purchasing Management, Lewisville,

GSD
6 District Equipment Supervisor's Meeting,

Austin, GSD
6-7 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
11 DE/DD/OD Meeting, College Station, ADM
11-13 1999 TxDOT Transportation Conference,

College Station, ADM
14 ATPA Board of Directors Meeting, Austin
27-29 CPPB/CPPO Review/Exam, Lewisville, GSD
28 Commission Meeting, Austin
31-11/2 Safe Communities Workshop, Corpus

Christi, TRF

NOVEMBER
1-2 Safe Communities Workshop, Corpus

Christi, TRF
3-5 Annual State Roadeo Competition and

APM Meeting, Austin, 0CC
3-5 Competitive Sealed Proposals/Competitive

Negotiations, Austin, GSD
3-5 General Public Purchasing, San Antonio,

GSD
3-5 NHTSA/TxDOT Project Management

Course, Corpus Christi, TRF
9 Board of Directors Meeting, Austin, TTA
9-10 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
11 Veterans Day (holiday)
16-17 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Dallas, DES
18 Commission Meeting, Austin
18-19 GEOPAK Drainage Training, Dallas, DES
25 Thanksgiving Day (holiday)
26 Day after Thanksgiving Day (holiday)

DECEMBER
7-8 Letting, Austin, CST
8-10 Intermediate Public Purchasing, San

Antonio, GSD
9 ATPA Board of Directors Meeting, Austin
16 Commission Meeting, Austin
24 Day before Christmas Day (holiday)

JANUARY
4.5 Bid Letting, Austin, CST
17 Martin Luther King Jr. Day (holiday)
19 Confederate Heroes Day (holiday)
27 Commission Meeting, Austin
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