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lhe Southwestern Writers Collection was founded twenty years ago

with a gift of J. Frank Dobie materials to the university by Bill and

Sally Wittliff. Bill Wittliff had purchased Dobie's remaining literary

papers at an estate sale in 1985, and he understood that the Dobie

archive represented an enormous treasure, offering deeply personal

insights into this seminal Texas figure. Wittliff envisioned the Dobie

archive forming the backbone of something even larger-an entire

collection devoted to the writers of Texas and the Southwest. With

that in mind, Bill and Sally Wittliff established the Southwestern

Writers Collection at Texas State University-San Marcos in 1986.
T[he collection has since grown and flourished, and now-in its

twentieth anniversary year-it is becoming recognized as one of

the nation's majiOr repositories for regional CUture.

J. FRANK DOBI:1 MR. TEXAS is taken from the major Dobie

archives donated by Bill and Sally Wittliff, along with selections

from a comprehensive collection of Dobie's published materials

donated by Texana 1 collector Al Lowman and his wife Dlarlyne.

The exhibit was co-curated by Steve Davis, Assistant Curator of

the Southwestern Writers Collection, and Joel Minor, Processing

Archivist, with assistance from Curator Connie Todd and Archives

Assistants Marv Garcia and Tl'ina Ybarr'a.
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to the Southwest existed at all, it would be more

I)rofital)le for an inhabitant to go out and listen

to coyotes singing at night in the prickly pear....

It is very pr ofitable to listen to coyotes anyhow. ...

"I should probably have been a wiser and better

informed man had I spent more time out with the

grasshoppers, horned toads, and coyotes."

-J. Frank Dobie

Right: Snapshot of]. Irank 1)I1c iII his iradeniark liuen suit;

boilh Ihe phuotograplh anId flh sil arc oil display InI the exhlibil
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Fotd ri5a+ d af J. Frank Dobie (1888-1964) was Texas's

dominant literary and cultural voice in the first half of the twentieth

century. Known as "Mr. Texas," Dobie helped define the state in the popular

imagination.

He grew up on a working ranch in South Texas and he published tales

of cowboys, lost gold mines, and figures from "old-time" Texas. He also

chronicled the state's natural history, writing books about longhorns,

mustangs, coyotes, and rattlesnakes.

Dobie was a long-time professor at the University of Texas, where he

brought regionalism into the realm of academia by championing "South-

western Studies." He penned a syndicated newspaper column and he often

appeared on radio programs. Dobie used his popularity to speak out on the

social issues of the day. During the 1940s, he called for integrating African

Americans into the University of Texas. His outspoken views caused

controversy, and the university terminated his teaching contract in 1946.

Dobie continued to write and publish until his death, and his

influence over Texas literature remains strong today. His ranch southwest

of Austin is home to the Dobie-Paisano fellowship, where writers and artists

receive a six-month stay to work on their projects. Dobie is also

commemorated in a larger-than-life statue at Barton Springs in Austin,

along with his literary compadres, Walter Prescott Webb and Roy Bedichek.

Titled "Philosophers' Rock;' the sculpture pays homage to this "Texas

Triumvirate," and their leader, the man who proclaimed, "I have come to

value liberated minds as the supreme good of life on earth."

U

Le: 1924 studio portrait oJi. Frank Dobie



and Bertha

VcIKee Dobie met at Southwest-

ern University in Georgetown,

Texas and were married in 1916.

After Dobie's death in 1964,

Bertha Dobie edited and pub-

lished three additional books of

his work, including Some Part of

yseI/lf which serves as Dobie's

autobiography.

wp as

an integral part of her husband's

success as a writer. Dobie said it

best himself in his dedication of'

ie Voice oft/ic Coyote:

"Throughout the years I have

derived as much from [Bertha's]

habit of clear thinking as from

her particular criticisms. She is

the most incisive and the most

concretelv const ructi ve critic I

have ever known. I ler sense of

form and fitness and her

precision in details have gone

into every book I have written."



Left: ioIlege porrait ol . Frank Ahie

and Bertha AcKee, ca. 1910

Below: detail ofa \'alentin's Day letter

f1om I)obie to his wife Bertha, i.d.

'AIL

Above: Detail of a t tr ioni /. Fr11/ak Dobie to his wife

Btri/ia, wilt in February 191 7. TIh/is is one of/over a hundred

letters Dobie wrote to his wife' while serving in thit Army during

WV'rld WVar I. Here lDobie consoles Bert/ia over the sulbordinate

040 U'l oti, t andAI

place -fame in let andhe Fro aniss that things will get

better. He adds that, "You knowi my ideas coincide with yours,

entireLy, without reservation, oi these matters."

4-Z-k&^4.4 UAIL* 0 #-,%"
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ilInita Ild life ong interest il MeXIco.

I grI w uLl) aloniSid& l'(ltfICros Xvho shared stories of their home

C(outry with him. As D)obie began collecting fOlktales of Texas

and the Southwest, he also included northern Mexico. l ie spent

much time traveling thi'oughout the country, particularly during

the late 1920s and early 1930s. Dobie preferred to explore

Mexico from the lback of a mule, rather than by car' or train.

One of his most personal books is ibnigus ofilc MIonle (later

reprinted as I/ic Alexico I Like), which recounts his ad\'entures

there and the stories he absorbed.

p
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Le/t: Iobie in Mexico, 1929

Above: Detail i om the 19.32-3 "Saltillo" diary he kept in Mexico
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"W(S aW 14f) according to Dobie, and he

clearly delighted in capturing the rhythms and cadences of the

spoken word. He collected and told countless tales, believing

that truth lies in narration and allusion, more than in facts and

proof. Anthologies like I'll fell You a Tale, Out of the Old Rock,

and Tales of Old 'lime Texas showcase the great characters and

storytellers of J. Frank Dobie's time, including Dobie himself. He

also made use of radio, television and sound recordings to

enhance the storytelling experience.

domine RECORDS
LWar all UW"

~1 
j 4a.

-4

J. FRANK

tells

and other tales

* L
- .. -

Right: Dobie in his study, ca. 1950s, by Bill Malone/copy print by Bill Wittliff

Above: Spoken-word L record from 1961 of*Dobie reading irom his books can

le heard playing in the exhibit room

i
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"To Yfrt a provincial setting

from a pronial point of view is

restricting. Nobody should

specialize on provincial writings

before he has the perspective that

only a good deal of good literature

and wide history can give....

"1 have never had any idea of writing

or teaching about my own section of the country merely as a

patriotic dUty. Without apologies, I would interpret it because

1 love it, l)ecause it interests me, talks to me, appeals to my

imagination, warms my emotions; also because it seems to me

that other people living in the Southwest will lead fuller and

richer lives if they become aware of what it holds ....

"By 'literature of the Southwest' I mean writings that

interpret the region, whether they have been produced by

the Southwest or not. Many of them have not. What we are

interested in is life in the Southwest, and any interpreter of

that life, foreign or domestic, ancient or modern, is of' value."

-from Life and Literature of th Southwest

-~ B ~-
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the Ialue of a

)LIWlC 1ibrarV by the nuLmbeI' of slips showing how
many books are drawnn out L1Uing a month 01r a

year. Oin book can LInilock in one person some-

thing that may lead to thought and action that will

infiteLIuce many lives-even a nation's destiny."

-_. Frmik L)obi

I)>'bic re'i(ing to Irank \Urw(Ird/Iaw'5 swl( r Ca. / 9S')Os; phio by \Vad1awt/Cpy pr/it by i1 \Vittlill
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Part of the Alkek Library Special Collections Department at Texas State

University-San Marcos, the SOUTHWESTERN WRITERS COLLECTION was

founded in 1986 and has since become a distinguished and steadily growing

archive charged with preserving, exhibiting, and providing access to the papers

and artifacts of principal writers, filmmakers, and musicians of the Southwest.

Its resources attest to the tremendous diversity of creative expression among

southwestern artists and contribute to an inspiring research environment with-

in which students and others may discover how the unique conditions and char-

acter of the region have shaped its people and their cultural arts. Connie Todd,

Curator. Steve Davis, Assistant Curator. * 512-245-2313 . www.swwc.txstate.edu

Front: Illustration from The Voice of the Coyote

book jacket by Olaus J. Murie & Samuel Bryant
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