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Executive Director
Completes 20 Years

More than 400 well-wishers
gathered at the Institute of Texan
Cultures Nov. 2 to celebrate the
20th anniversary of Executive
Director Al J. Notzon III with
AACOG.

Helen Dutmer, vice chair of the
AACOG Executive Committee,
headed up the dinner committee
while emcee Tom Vickers called the
shots for the program that included
rousing entertainment by The
Liederkranz and numerous tributes
by former Executive Committee
chairs Blair Reeves and Lila
Cockrell, James Ray, executive
director of the Texas Association of
Regional Councils and the Rev. John
A. Leies, S.M., president of
St.Mary's University.

Notzon joined AACOG Nov. 2,
1967 as director of regional services
and has served in the position of
executive director since October of
1971. A native of Laredo, Texas,
Notzon has contributed to the
community as a board member of
numerous organizations including
St. Mary's University, the Texas and
National Associations of Regional
Councils, the San Antonio River
Corridor Committee, the San
Antonio Area Foundation and
Target 90. Highlighting his active
involvement over the two decades,
he has been named a Knight of the
Holy Sepulcher, an Hidalgo by the
Bexar County Commissioners Court
and Benefactor de la Comunidad by
the San Antonio City Council.

Seniors Go Home for the Holidays

F or eight years Southwest Airlines has offered its Home for the
Holidays program to provide an opportunity for senior citizens,

65 years of age or older and living on a fixed income, to visit loved ones.
AACOG's Bexar and Alamo Area Agencies on Aging have been proud to
be able to assist in this promotion and recognized the 25 winners at the
November Executive Committee meeting.

The following 15 San Antonians were selected by the Bexar Senior
Advisory Committee to receive tickets for Southwest Airlines
destinations from Chicago to Los Angeles: Anthony and Elvira Arra;
Doris Conley; Maria Cook; Delfina Garcia; Aurora Garza; Sister Mary
Kuntz; Ollie Oefinger; Ignacia Ortega; Jesus and Isabel Ramones;
Fernando and Elvira Rodriguez; Marjorie Schlaff and Carrie Thornton.

Also going home courtesy of Southwest, representing the rural
counties of the Alamo Area Agency on Aging, will be Ninfa Barrera
(Floresville); Fred Bennett (La Coste); Sybil Carroll (Dilley); Maria Garza
(Kenedy); Herlinda Hernandez (Comfort); Jackie Horton (Cibolo); Celia
Lozano (Kerrville); Tiodosa Mendez (Poteet); Ulrich Molton
(Fredericksburg); and Cordelia Wilson (Seguin).

AACOG's Budget Forecast: Healthy for '88

I n an economic climate clouded by widespread fiscal woes, pressuring
inflation and a general funding environment of slashes and cutbacks,

AACOG has successsfully managed to conserve its resources while
increasing its program contributions to its communities.

The agency's total budget for 1988 of $8.09 million indicates an
augmentation of more than $821,000 over the 1987 totals, representing
an 11 percent increase in services and benefits for its constituents.
Further, the pass-through percentage of grant monies has been increased
to 77.56 and will total more than $6.27 million for the new year.

At the same time, AACOG membership dues, the lowest of the 24
regional councils in the state, will be held at the 1978 level of only 4 cents
per capita and are responsible for less than two percent of the agency's
income.

"Keeping costs to a minimum, our employee numbers held to a
constant and program budgets trim - yet productive - are the tactics
that have brought us to this healthy position," comments Executive
Director Al Notzon.
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Executive Committee Review:
November 25, 1987

Following a briefing by Executive Director Al J.
Notzon III that included a recognition of the Southwest
Airlines Home-for-the-Holidays winners selected
through the AACOG Area Agencies on Aging and a
report on the resolution of various items of concern
within the Bexar Aging frozen meals program, the
Budget & Workplan Committee gained Executive
Committee approval for the new budget to be
forwarded for adoption by the Area Council, the '88
AACOG holiday schedule and the purchase of
computer equipment within the human resources
division.

The Executive Committee then proceeded to pass
favorable review on the following:

from the Criminal Justice Planning Committee,
four applications for funding through the Criminal
Justice Division of the Governor's Office submitted by
the City of San Antonio, Bexar County and Texas
Adult Probation Commission;

from the Regional Development & Review
Committee, a project of the D'Hannis Brick and Tile
Company seeking FHA assistance to recapitalize a clay
products plant;

from the Bexar Senior Advisory Committee, an
application for ACTION funding by Senior
Community Services, Inc. for the continuation of the
San Antonio Foster Grandparents program;

from the Regional Health & Human Services
Advisory Committee, applications to the U.S.
Department of Education by Intercultural
Development Research Association and Harlandale
Independent School District;

from the Housing Advisory Committee, two
Urban Development Action grant applications from
the City of San Antonio for the Townside North
Apartments (approved without qualification) and the
Solana del Norte project (approved with a comment of
concern regarding other financial involvements of the
applicant); and

from the Regional Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
Advisory Committee, position statements supporting
the current structure of the Office of Substance Abuse
Prevention as a separate unit within the Alcohol, Drug
Abuse and Mental Health Administration, funding
priorities for the treatment of alcoholism and programs
that service family members of addicted persons and
the fair distribution of block grant funds to states based
on population and need.

Before adjourning, the Executive Committee
approved the nominating committee's 1988 slate of
Helen Dutmer for chair, Bob Lee for vice chair and the
candidacy of James Sagebiel for the position of second
vice president of TARC.

Application Review Agenda

Medical Subcommittee of the Regional Health &
Human Services Advisory Committee Meets: Friday,
December 4; 12 noon
Comments To: Judith Werking by December 3, 1987

The following proposals are for submission to the
U.S. Department of Education.
TX- 11-03. Applicant: Somerset Independent School

District. "Somerset Title VII Transitional
Bilingual Program." Total Cost: $393,354.

TX-11-13. Applicant: South San Antonio
Independent School District. "Elementary
and Secondary Education Act." Total Cost:
$160,986.

AACOG on Review

Our current series highlighting the agency's
accomplishments this year continues below in an effort to
provide an overview of the people, programs and purposes
contributing to the ongoing enterprise that is the Alamo Area
Council of Governments.

Block Grant Funds Enhance Community
Development

While staff assistance was provided to the
Regional Review Committee, and general information
concerning the Texas Community Development
Program was disseminated to both public officials and
private consultants in all 12 counties, local
governments benefitted from the technical assistance
the agency offered regarding community development,
housing and rural development programs.

In 1986 $1.24 million of Community
Development Block Grant funds were distributed
among six cities (Pearsall, Charlotte, Dilley, Floresville,
Poteet and Pleasanton) seeking this assistance. The
1987-88 AACOG regional allocation is $1,419,604
and awards are expected to be made in February of
1988.

Cooperative Efforts Fueled by
Job Training Partnership Act

AACOG's employment activities funded by the
Job Training Partnership Act continue to stimulate
interest and economic development throughout the
region. Three hundred forty-six persons were enrolled
in classroom training, on-the-job training and job
search assistance programs this year resulting in 249
being placed in unsubsidized employment.

Additionally, two new programs augmented the
JTPA commitment to community service in 1987.
Youth Opportunities Unlimited, a residential program
conducted on the campuses of Southwest Texas State
and Texas A&M Universities, emphasized both work
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and academic instruction for 20 young people last
summer. Secondly,the Dislocated Worker program,
designed to assist persons unemployed due to closings,
layoffs or reductions in force at area businesses,
focused on preparing individuals for a return to the
labor force.

Looking to the future, evolving trends for high
impact uses of JTPA monies will lead to greater reliance
on economic development activity, more localized
training in the rural areas and a stronger emphasis on
on-the-job training. Also, until the state economy
improves, more funds will likely be dedicated to
assisting dislocated workers.

The Region Plans for Solid Waste Management

AACOG staff and consultants, together with the
Solid Waste Task Force, completed the development
of a solid waste regional plan that provided an overview
of the local practices, alternative technologies and
problems of solid waste management. Following this
analysis it was determined that the major problem
concerning solid waste management is the overreliance
on landfills. Other challenges involve the cost of siting
and permitting landfills, a lack of public awareness
regarding solid waste management issues and citizen
opposition to disposal sites.

The regional plan, containing numerous
recommendations to the state for legislative action, was
forwarded to the Texas Department of Health and will
be processed through a public notice and comment
period prior to Board of Health adoption.

Bexar Aging Stays Involved
with All of Community

1987 saw the Bexar Area Agency on Aging staff at
AACOG cooperating on providing emergency shelter
for Adult Protective Services clients, coordinating
Senior Citizens Special Day at the San Antonio Stock
Show & Rodeo and taking the lead in establishing the
Gatekeeper Project in San Antonio involving United
Way, the Texas Department of Human Services,
community businesses and nonprofit agencies.

This year training was provided to 36 persons for
food handler certification and eight ombudsmen were
certified, bringing the total to 31 for Bexar County.

Within the Bexar Area Agency on Aging program,
7,439 elderly persons were served 1,322,003 meals this
year. Additionally, 3,247 elderly received
transportation assistance and 2,444 received legal
assistance.

In the homemaker services program, 85
individuals were provided personal care whereas adult
day care was extended to 125 elderly. Through the year
agency ombudsmen responded to 219 requests for
information or assistance, made 390 nursing home
visits and 4,108 resident contacts.

Rural Aging Seeks Future Self-Sufficiency

The Alamo Area Agency on Aging is likewise
located within AACOG and plans, develops and
coordinates services while acting as an advocate for the
needs of the region's senior citizens. Under guidelines
of the Older Americans Act, approximately $800,000
flowed through the agency in accordance with the area
plan that provided a variety of services to the elderly in
Atascosa, Bandera, Comal, Frio, Gillespie, Guadalupe,
Karnes, Kendall, Kerr, Medina and Wilson counties.

Training sessions were conducted in Alzheimer's
Respite Caregiving, offering service providers and
citizens an opportunity to understand the intricacies of
this devastating illness and food sanitation certification
training was held for all food service employees. The
ombudsman task force was augmented, as were in-
home services, through a greater emphasis on the use of
volunteers and ombudsman certification training.

Last May a successful fundraising program netting
$23,000 led to the establishment of eight private
foundations directed toward the future self-sufficiency
of senior citizen centers.

In the nutrition program, 754 elderly were served
through 384,820 meals.

AACOG Takes the Lead with Hazardous
Materials Risk-Assessment Model

This major MPO-funded project has provided a
relatively simple and efficient means of determining, in
the event of an inadvertent release of hazardous
materials, the various levels of risk along public right-
of-ways.

The results of the model, based on probability
theory and a developed land use vulnerability rating,
will be useful when planning for improved safety for all
citizens and will be integrated next year into the
AACOG streets program for rural communities.
Likewise, it is anticipated that AACOG will come to
assume a new role in the area of hazardous materials,
following the example of the recently established state
committee structure for similar planning.

Regional Services Take to the Streets

The agency's streets program has provided client
cities with data, including a custom-tailored
aggregation of street attributes and characteristics, to be
used for maintenance, budget and planning purposes.
Projects involving Leon Valley, Devine and Schertz
have been completed and work is continuing with the
client cities of Converse, Universal City and Dilley.

For the upcoming year, two Bexar county cities -
as well as other rural cities - are being sought to
participate in the streets program.
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CALENDAR

January

3 Interagency Child Abuse Network (ICAN);
11:45 a.m.

7 Housing Advisory Committee; 1:30 p.m.
8 Regional Development & Review Committee;

10 a.m.
8 Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Task Force;

11:30 a.m.
8 Regional Alcoholism & Drug Abuse Advisory

Committee; 2:30 p.m.
9 Semiannual Meeting of the Area Council with the

Executive Committee; 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.;
Wyndham Hotel San Antonio

11 Bexar Senior Advisory Committee; 10 a.m.
11 Alamo Senior Advisory Committee; 2 p.m.
28 Wilson County Development Committee;

Wright's Cafe, Floresville; 12 noon

All AACOG meetings are accessible to the
handicapped and, unless otherwise noted, are held in
room 420 of the AACOG offices, 118 Broadway, San
Antonio, Texas, (512) 225-5201.

alamo area council of governments
118 broadway, suite 400
son antonio, texas 78205

7 Interagency Child Abuse Network (ICAN);
11:45 a.m.

8 Bexar Senior Advisory Committee; 10 a.m.
8 Alamo Senior Advisory Committee; 2 p.m.

12 Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Task Force;
11:30 a.m.

12 Regional Alcoholism & Drug Abuse Advisory
Committee; 2:30 p.m.

19 Regional Development & Review Committee;
10 a.m.

19 Violence & Vandalism Task Force; 1:30 p.m.

20 Criminal Justice Planning Committee; 1:30 p.m.

21 Health & Human Services Advisory Committee;
1:30 p.m.

25 Housing Advisory Committee; 12 noon
25 Wilson County Development Committee;

Wright's Cafe, Floresville; 12 noon

27 AACOG Executive Committee; 12:30 p.m.
27 Area Judges of the Alamo SDA; following

Executive Committee meeting

28 24-Hour Care Providers; 9 a.m.
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