
Wolf Creek Heritage Museum presents “Art from the Ruins,” an exhibit borne of the idea that our plains 
history has value, that its stories need to be told. In 2003, with the support of the Canadian Arts Alliance 
of Canadian, Texas, artist Doug Ricketts assembled a history lesson that goes one step further than 
most. It is a piece of Texas history that can be seen, heard and touched—a lesson remembered. Our 
stories are set in the northeastern Texas Panhandle, but in truth we are telling the tale of every pioneer, 
highlighting our cultural roots and common bonds. 

The nine story cabinets or reliquaries that Ricketts created for the exhibit are constructed entirely of 
salvaged and found material from the old Moore place east of Lipscomb, and are combined with copies 
of archival material from the May Moore Wright estate. The pieces will give visitors a clear sense of 
place and setting for the overlapping tales of May Moore Wright, her husband, Davy, their families, 
friends and neighbors. “Art from the Ruins” toured regional museums and art centers until November 
2009 when the Canadian Arts Alliance transferred ownership of the exhibit to Wolf Creek Heritage 
Museum. 

Viewers will immediately sense the nature of each story from the archetypal shapes—a grain elevator, a 
scale house, a cottonwood tree. The art pieces, photographs and narratives will give voice to those who 
settled rural America. And then—just as Ricketts discovered surprises in the ruins during the salvage 
process—so will the visitors to “Art from the Ruins” find surprises when the doors of the pieces are 
opened. 

“Art from the Ruins” began with one abandoned homestead and quickly took on a life of its own…a 
transformation of ruins into art and distant memories into delightful stories. We hope that this exhibit 
gives you a heightened appreciation of the pioneering families who raised crops, cattle and families on 
the High Plains. 
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