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s Largest . . . The Nation’s Most Beautiful

iral Bridge Caverns is nearly 100 per cent alive . . . that is,
and still forming. Because of this active growth, dazzling
and weird formations (the likes of which you couldn't even
e) await your inspection.

, love it. Parents love it. Even Grandparents love it. And when
an all enjoy it together on a family outing, Natural Bridge
s just has to be an unforgettable experience.

Churches

IBLY OF GOD

| Assembly of God. . ... . ... .. ... Hackberry at Lee St.
ST

DU e . SRR SN 751 Cross at Guenther
ond Baptist. .~ ... ... McQueeney Road & Merriweather
ary Baptist. ... ... .. . ... .. W. San Antonio & Grape

- Side Baptist. ... . . Corner of Ridgewood & Holly

Oak Baptist. ... .. ..345 N. Washington
TIAN SCIENCE

stian Science.......... ... i AN e East Mill St.
H OF CHRIST

TS T G S e P | SR 1665 Hwy. 81 West
DENOMINATIONAL

rdenominational Church. ... ... . .. 0ld San Antonio Highway
LIC

Peter and Paul. .. .. ... . . .. ... .386 N. Castell Ave.
Lady of Perpetual Help (Mexlcan American) . .. 138 W. Austin
LRI R el TR IR R | M 201 S. Hidalgo
JPAL

John's Episcopal. .. ..... . ... ... . .312 S. Guenther Ave.
R DAY SAINTS

rch of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. .. . . State Hwy. No. 2
RAN

ST T N SRR O Y 5 175 S. Hickory Ave.
Paul's Lutheran == | B T ) L T
AH'S WITNESSES

wvah's Witness Church 1330 W. Mill St.
DIST

' Methodist ; . .572 W. San Antonio St.
1 Chapel AM.E. (culnred) 255 E. Commerce
COSTAL

ed Pentecostal ... .. . ... .. ... W. Bridge at N. Hickory
YTERIAN

| Br__auntels BeesbUteRian s ..o ol i i 373 Howard St.

in New Braunfels and Comal County

@ NATURAL BRIDGE CAVERNS, State Highway 1863.

® EMMIE SEELE FAUST LIBRARY, West Coll Street at Magazine Ave.
© SOPHIENBURG MUSEUM, West Coll at Academy Avenue.

@ LANDA PARK

@ CANYON DAM AND LAKE

@ SCENIC TOURS

@ DEVIL'S BACKBONE DRIVE

@ CANYON-RIVER ROAD DRIVE

@ VISITS AND GUIDED TOURS for groups through local industries
can be arranged. New Braunfels has one of the country's finest
gingham mills, a modern hosiery mill, flour and feed mills,
a smoked meats processing plant and other interesting industries.

For tour appointments at the plants, phone:
MISSION VALLEY MILLS

555 Porter St. v vl s ki M MA B+ 341d
COMETTE HOSIERY MILLS

380 E. Austin St. cwevm s Do AMA 5:2358
DITTLINGER FLOUR & FEED M!LLS

398 E. San Antonio St.. e e MRS 2 30
NEW BRAUNFELS SMOKEHOUSE

441 N. Guenther Ave. ...................... MA 5-2423

New Braunfels Public Buildings

American Legion Home .. ... . . i el < ...410 W. Coll Street

SHYEHANL o B e § A, N W S 202 N. Seguin Avenue
Policer Stations. 2 = 0 = B ol S 5 nd 169 S. Hill Street
Comal County Courthouse.......................... Main Plaza
o CLE EETETY BT T o S e PP Ly B Interstate 35
U.S. Naval Reserve. . .. N4 ek SRR EEE - 705 Comal
HSPRasOinge,. o - el Ll 195 N. Castell Avenue

New Braunfels Hospituls

New Braunfels Hospital, Inc.. . ... .. . . .Union Plaza
Eden Home (Home for the Aged). .. 531 Lakewew Boulevard

aHaw Nursmeidomas . se = & o o o S8 T 821 Hwy. 81W
Schools

Public School Administrative Offices. .. .. .............431 W. Mill

Canyon High. . Pl s vty b o o 2,200 Horton: Aus:

Carl Schurz Efementary ............ - .....633 W. Coll St.

Goodwin Elementary.... 0.0 niiis nn i 1297 Churchill Dnve

T e BT P T ULy 1 DU+ 7 1 | WY, yopny

Historic charm of German heritage and bustling modern
industries added to nature’s kindness in an abundance of
beauty and generous water supply have made New Braunfels
famous as the “Beauty Spot of Texas” for tourists and /or
the “Little Giant of Texas" to industrialists.

Dopatar LANDA PARK Zcsot |

One of the reasons New Braunfels and Comal County is
known throughout the United States as the “Beauty Spot of
Texas”" is Landa Park. This Oak, Cypress and Fern covered
vacationers' paradise attracts over 500,000 visitors annually.

Within the Park's 150 acres is the Comal Springs (daily
flow of approximately 250,000,000 gallons), Comal River and
Lake, and the largest outdoor swimming pool in the Southwest.
The Comal River has its head and mouth within the city limits
of New Braunfels and has been called “The Shortest River
in the World” by Robert Ripley in his well known “Believe It
or Not" newspaper feature.

CANYON LAKE

’

The Hill Coutry of Texas—with its hills, climate and rugged
splendor—has always been the choice of Texans. Add to this
ne e Southwest's most beautiful lakes and pr g




COMAL COUI'TY PROGRAM BUILDING COMMITTEE

FORWARD

Since 1948, the Texas Apricultural Ixtension Service has encouraged County
Extension Agents to develop county programs through local planning groups. The
plannine of the Extemsion Program for Comal County has been carried on by various
committees since 1954. However, a number of years aeo, a grouo of interested
citizens of Comal County, the Extension Service Agents, members of the Soil Con-
servation Service, A.S5.C. personnel and members of the USDA met to develop county
programs through local planning esroups, to plan a long range county prorram which
would yield greater economic and scecial sain for all neople in the county.

After nmuch discussion, it was decided to organize a County Program Euildine
Committee. A chairman, vice-chairman and secretary were elected. A committee
was appointed to write the Standing Rules and By-Laws. The Comal County Prorram
M1ilding Committee was officlally reorganized on March 25, 1963, with a merber-
ship of fifty-two. The Standing “ules were adopted on lovember 12, 19€3.
Committee chairmen were appointed for the four committees: Aericulture, Yealth,
Safety and Public Welfare, Family Living and Youth. #ach of the committees to
appoint sub-committees if necessary. liereby the local people were oiven a voice
in the direction of their Extension Agents annual program of worl.,

We must all recognize that every individual has an Interest in agriculture.
For as lone as you eat and drink and wear clothing, vyou have a life and death
interest in agriculture. Therefore with the population exnlosion, the land cvea

per capita is declining every day of each year. Then it behooves us to makc



wise use of the remaininpg land devoted to agriculture in our time. The committee
recognizes that the area of recreational development in the county is of ereat
potential value to supplement the farmer and rancher's income.

Certainly with the rapid urbanization of Comal County, a ripid sanitary
program is necessary. The family units of the low-income bracket may well raise
their standard of living, 1if they are willing to help themselves, with the re-
sources that are available and at their disposal. This may be accomplished with
a minimum of mometary investment.

The Youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow. Youth should be encouracred
to participate in community, civic, and govermmental affairs. A preogram of
recreation is essential for the proper development of our Youth.

Many organizations strive daily to make ours a better place to live. The
Program Building Cormittee hopes this study of Comal County will unify and
strengthen our efforts. e wish to thank all who have worked with this nrogram.
They have given of their time and interest to make apriculture more attractive
to our youth. We want to make special mention of our County Extension Agents,
assistants and secretaries who assembled this document. It would have been dif-
ficult to have assembled all this mass of information and publish it without their
untiring interest and belief in a very worthwhile proesram. We wish we could men-
tion the many who have helped. They were not seeking publicity but saw the need
and gave their tire to make this written program a milestone in progress. ‘e
invite your attention to all sections of this report. It pnoints out many worth-
while contributions that have been made and optimistic conditions that exist; but
also some problems to be solved and opportunities waiting to be exploited.

Llers 7 7 Ll

Ben Wolle
Chairman
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INTRODUCT IO

PUPPOSE 2¥D AJENGULEDGEMENTS

This veport was prepared by the County Progran Building Cormittee to deal
primarily with Arriculture, YHome Leonomics, Cormunity Improvement,and subjects
closely related tc fanily living and development. The brief history and back-
ground information on sccial, economic, and industrial development are shown in
order to relate the arezs of :oncern and method of implerentation of this proe~
rar to the overzll development of the econowy and living conditions of the county.

Acknowledgement is given to the following for having contributed information
and data used in this report: County and City Government Officials: ‘ew Braunfels
Board of City Development and Comal County Chamber of Commerce; Comprehensive

Master Plan for the City of ilew Braunfels; Community Council of Cormal and Blanco

Counties; Guadalupe-Blance River Authority: Oscar Iaas, County Historian; U.S.
Bureau of Census reports: the Public School Systems; State and City-County Wel-

fare Departments; The Texas Almanac published by the Tallas Morning Wews: Soil

Conservation Service, Farwmers Home Adminstration, Agricultural Stablization and
Conservation Service: Texas Agricultural Extension Service  Parks and 1ildlife
Department. many other individuals and numerous local organizations.

The aim of the County Program Puilding Committee is for this report to be
made availatle to any and all groups that might desire its use. The cormittee
will be responsible for the implementation of the propram as it relates to
Agriculture which involves production, marketing, and land use, and as it re-
lates to Home Ecornornics whick involves family living and youth development.

All Federal and State agencles including Texas A & M University will pro-
vide technical and advisory services to the local cormittee merbers. A partial
list of services provided by these agencies is shown in the Appendix.

Comal County Propram Building started in 1954. Tir 1963 -1t was.reorparizod



as the Comal County Progran Puilding Committee and increased in size to give
more comprehensive representation. Cormittee appointments were made to begin
collecting background information for the written county program. Comnmittee
meetings were held to discuss background information, determine major problems,
establish long range objectives, and recommend priorities for progran execution.
The program was written based on the recormmendations of these cormittees. The
committee may change or amend the program as the need arises.

*lembership on the County Program BPuilldinge Committee is open to any orcanized
group in the county that would like to name a representative to serve on the

County Program Building Cormittee or any of its sub-committees.
TECHNICAL ACTION PAIIEL

The Technical Action Panel 18 corposed of representatives of United States
Department of Agriculture agencies serving the county and local areas. They
serve as technical advisors and resource personnel to the Program Buildine

Comrittee and sub-comnmittees.

Ealy B. Dorbandt, Jr. - Farmers lLome Adminstration
R.B. !cDonald - Soil Conservation Service
Adolph Bode - Apricultural Stabilization Conservation Service

ADVISORS -~ COUMTY EXTENSION AGENTS

The County Extension Agents have the responsibility of educational programs
in the field of Agriculture, Homemaking, and related subjects for both adults and
youth. They are to keep abreast of plans, problems, and accomplishments;. assist
committees to identify needs: and assist in planning and implementing appropriate

action programs; as well as, assist in evaluation and revision of the program.

Mrs. Hela G. Gyure - County Hore Demonstration Agent

W.L. Schumann - County Agricultural Agent

J.W. Brumbelow - Forner County Apricultural Agent
COMAL COUNTY COVMMISSIONERS'CCURT

Alvin Welsch - Comal County Judge

Adolph Schaefer
lilmar Stratemann
W.J. leugebauer
John Karbach

Comnissioner Precinct 1
Commissioner Precinct 2
Cormissioner Precinct 3
Cormissioner Precinct 4



The Comal County Prograem Tuildipg Committee

Executive Committee

Chairman: Een Wolle Star kt. 1 Box 130 Rancher
‘ew Braunfels 75130 Telephone Co-0Op
Vice-Chairman: Curtis Bremer Star Rt, 1 Box &S Rancher, Wolf Club
Hew Braunfels 78130 Peal Estate
Sec,~Treas.: Mrs. Bem Wolle Star 2t., 1 Fox 130 4-7 Leader
ew Braunfels 78130
tirs, Virginia Smith Etar Rt. 1 Box 124 tomemaker
Jew Braunfels 78130
Mr. Farry Heimer Star Rt. 1 Box 110 Farmer
tiew Braunfels 78130 Farm Bureau
lirs. Henry Schmidt Rt. 1 Box 92 4-1 Adult Leaders
Hetmore 75163 Assoc.
Mr. Herman Blank Rt. 3 Box 5G5 Rancher, SCD

San Antonio 73218
Other Committee lembers
Yame Address Area of Interest

Mr, R.J. Fraft Rt. 2 Box 443 Farmer
Hew Braunfels 78130

Dr, John Schaefer 138 N. Seguin County Health Officer
lew Braunfels 78130

Mr. Charles Pfluger Rt. 1 Box 169 Rancher
Hew Braunfels 73130 ASCS

ir. Raymond Jentsch Rt. 1 Box 102 Blue Bonnet Grange
Hew Braunfels 73130

Mrs. M.P. Ollom P.0. Box 605 Homemaker
New Braunfels 78130

e, Albeet Biankenship Fischer, Texas 73623 Rancher



Mr. Calvin Kraft

Mr. Melvin Kreusler

Mr. John Karbach

Mr. Leon Dietert

Mrs. Alvin Weinaug

Mr. C.T. Lackey

Mr. George Soefje

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Heidemann

Rev, E.H. Millett, Jr.

FAMILY LIVING

Mrs. M.P. Ollom, Chairman

Mrs. Johnny Classen

Mra. Leonard Voges

Mrs. Oliver Bartels

Mrs. Vera Hoffmann

Rt. 2 Box 716
New Braunfels

Star Rt. 1 Box
New Braunfels

Star Rt. 2
New Braunfels

Rt. 2 Box 5906
New Braunfels

Rt. 1 Box 62
Mew Braunfels

Star Rt. 2
New Braunfels

Rt. 2 Box 511
Hew Braunfels

Rt. 3 Box 515
San Antonio

P.0. Box 495
Mew Braunfels

SUB-COMMITTEES

P.0. Box 606
New Braunfels

861 Oak Lane
New Braunfels

Star Rt. 1 Box
New Braunfels

Star Et. 1 Box
New Braunfels

726 Cross
Nev Braunfels

78130

32

78130

78130

78130

7813C

75130

7£130

18218

738130

73130

78130

197
75130

114
78130

7813¢

Rancher

Farmer

Rancher

Farmer

Eome Demonstration

Clubs

Pancher

Dairy Farmer

Commercial Recreaticn

4~H Leader

Chairman, Goverror's
Committee on Aging:
Planned Parenthood

County THDA Chairman

Home Demonstration
Council Yearbook

Home Demonstration
Family Life Chairmen

Blue Bonnet Grange



Mrs. Cliff Jackson

Mrs. Betty Parks

Mrs. Sylvia Procter

Mrs. Alice Bremer

Mrs. Elmo Fischer

Mrs. Thzo Heise

Miss Barbara Dischinger

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Dr. John Schaefer, Chairman

Mrs. E.E. MecGar

Mrs. Alvin VWelsch

Mise lLinda Strempel

Mrs. Hilmar Staats

Ilrs. Annie Beck

Lr., Faltin Belerle

Mrs. Alvin Weinaug

240 W. Torrey
few Braunfels 78130

240 W. Torrey
New Braunfels 78130

Box 230
Wew Braunfels 73130

Star Rt. 1 Box 8¢
New Braunfels 78130

631 Lakeview Blvd.
ilew Braunfels 7E130

Star Et. 1 Bex 54
lew Braunfels 78130

P.0O. Box 942
Mew Braunfels 78130

133 M. Seguin St.
Mew Braunfels 73813C

P.0. Box 743
New Braunfels 735130

589 Rock St.
New Braunfels 77130

1150 bunlap Cr.
Mew Braunfels 78130

Star Rt. 1 Box 45
New Braunfels 78130

Rt. 1
Wetmere 76163

Spring Brarch 78070

Rt. 1 Box 62
New Braunfels 782130

City-County
Velfare Worker

City-County
Health Nurse

Coungselor, Community
Counc'1l of Blanco &
Comal Counties

Past Chairman: Family
Living Committee

Adminstrator Eden
Eome For the Aged

4-H Leader

4=1 Member

County Health Officer
Home Demonstration
Club

Council of Garden
Clubs

4-E Vember
Mission Valley
Community

Sheriff's Posse
Auxil’ary

Sprine Branch Fire Dept.

Farm Bureau Women's
Conmittee



Mrs. E.D. Embree

Mr. Hilmar Stzats

Mrs. Cliff Jackson

RANGE MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION

Mr. Herman Blank, Chairman

Mr. Bruno Gass

Mr. Raymond Abel

Mr. Newton Mitehell Jr.

BEEF CATTLE

Mr. Albert Blankenship, Chairman

Mr. Roy Elbel
Mr. Elmo Jonas

Mr. C.T. Lackey

Mr. Frank Rahe

SHEEP & GOATS

Mr. Calvin Kraft, Chairman

Mr. Henry Dietz

Mrs. Uenry Dietz

Star Rt. 2
New Braunfels

Star Rt. 1 Box
Mew Braunfels

325 California
New Braunfels

Rt. 3 Box 505
San Antonio

Rtn 1 Box 72
Wetmore

Rt. 2 Box 489
New Braunfels

Star Rt. 1 Box
New Braunfels

Fischer, Texas
Spring Branch
Fishcer, Texas

Star Rt. 2
Mew Braunfels

Rt. 2 Box 540 A

NMew Braunfels

Rt. 2 Box 716
Newr Braunfels

Star Rt. 1 Box
New Braunfels

Star Rt. 1 Box
Hew Braunfels

78130
45
78130

78130

78218

78163

78130

102
78130

78623
78070

78623

7813C

78130

78130

65
78130

65
78130

Canyon City Area

County Sanitarian

City-County Welfare Uo

Rancher, SCD

Rancher

Farmer, SCD

Rancher

Rancher
Rancher
Rancher

Rancher

Heat Packer

Rancher

Rancher

Homemaker



Mr. b Guenther Rt. 2 Box 719 Rancher
New Braunfels 78130

Mrs. H. Guenther Rt. 2 Box 719 Homemaker
New Braunfels 78130

Mr. Maurice Clark Rt. 1 Box 78 Rancher
Wetmore 78163

Mr. Elvin Rittimann Star Rt. Rancher

Spring Branch 78070

AGRI-BUSINESS

Mr. John Karbach, Chairman Star Rt. 2 Rancher
New Braunfels 78130

Mr. Elton Erben 130 ¥. Seguin Buginessman
New Braunfels 78130

Mr. Leslie Ehlers 210 S. Castell Producers Co-0Op
New Braunfels 78130

CROPS

Mr. Leon Dietert, Chairman Rt. 2 Box 506 Farmer
New Braunfels 78130

Mr. Marvin VWestmeyer Rt. 2 Box 491 Farmer
New Braunfels 78130

Mr. Rubin Timmermann Rt. 2 Box 19 Farmer
New Braunfels 75130

Mr. Eugene loeller Star Rt. 1 Box 30 Farmer
Mew Braunfels 7€130

Mr. Harry Heimer Star Rt. 1 Box 110 Farmer

New Braunfels 78130



TLE COUNTY SITUATIOW

HISTORICAL AND GEQGRAPHICAL

In 1844 Prince Carl de Sulms-Braunfels, as representative of the German
Emigration Commany, came to Texas to inspect land which had been sold or erant-:
to the company for the purpose of bringing German immigrants to Texas,

The land originally granted to the Company was found to have becn forfeited
because the colonization laws had been changed and the time limit had expired.
Prince Solms found himself in the difficult position of having three shiploads
of immigrants waiting in a camp near Indianola and no land on which they might
settle. Ffeveral possible sites were considered, but were rejected because of
the danger from hostile Indians. Finally the Emipgration Company purchased for
$1160 a tract of 1100 acres at the junctiosn of the Comal and Guadalupe Rivers
and the town of New Eraunfals was laid out. This land was originally owmed
and purchased from the estate of Juan Martin de Veramendi, Lieutenant-Governor
of the Stafe of Coahuila and Texas under the Mexican Government and father-
in-law of James Bowie of Alamo fame., Due to lack of preparation for provisions
and transportation, much hardship was suffered by the settlers, both in the
long walt in camp and on the journey to the new settlement of Mew Braunfeis.

Immediately upon their arrival, the settlers began work on building homes
for themselves. The settlement was established in March 1845 and before the
end of 1£45 it was recorded that "there are at least one hundred and fifty

dwelling houses in this place, and 900 Germans, of whom 100 came from othex



parts of Texas, 50 Americans, 12 Mexicans, besides a few non-German Immigrants,'

The settlers were plagued with many difficulties during this first year,
not the least of which must have been their inexperience with the type of life
demanded of pioneer families. Baron wvon Meusbach replaced Prince Solms and
found financial affairs in poor shape, credit exhausted, and a large number of
immigrants waiting at Indianola to be brought to the new settlement. Then the
new settlers arrived they brought with them the illnesses that had already kill-
ed a large number of them. This situation created the necessity of building
a hospital to care for the sick and an orphanage to care for the children whose
parents had died during the epidemic.

Education was important to these new settlers from the very beginning.

The first class wss conducted by Hermann Seele on August 11, 1845 under the
elm trees at the foot of Sophienburg Hill. From this humble beginning, the
public school system has been expanded to include four elementary schools, one
junior high school and one senior high school to serve the children of lew
Braunfels and four elementary schools, twe junior high and one senior high
school for children from the rural area of Comal County.

The First Protestant Church dates back to 1845. Prince Solms met the Rev.
Cachan-Ervendberg in Colorado County and persuaded him to come to the new settle-
ment along with the first settlers. In 1846 Bishop Odin came to Mew Braunfels
and secured a site for the first Catholic Church. The Sisters of Divine
Providence have been in charge of the parish school since 1871. The Lutheran
Church at Churchill was built in 1351, and the First Methodist Church was

organized in 1853.



Ferguson and l'essler were among the early business men to come to the
new settlement, having transferad their business from the Island of St. Thomas.
This business evolved intc the firm of Eiband and Fischer which was destroyed
by fire in 1247.

William H. 'Merriwether from Tennessee and John F. Torrey from Galveston
built mills on the comal in 1846. These are now a part of Tittlinger Roller
Mills which is a division of Flour !!ills of America.

J.J. Jahn was among the first settlers who arrived in 1845. e began his
business by making handmade furniture, and developed from this small beginnine
a thriving furniture business. The J.J. Jahn Furniture House later became the
Paul W. Jahn Floor Covering Shop and is now Heitkamp's Fashion Floors.

The Louis Henne Co., a modern hardware store, is a continuation of the
first shop set up to manufacture handmade tinware.

ilew Braunfels was established as and remained for about two years a part
of Bexar County. In 1847 Comal County was created and the City Charter was
ratified in the same year. Growth in population was slow for the first 5 years
due in some degree to the number of deaths among the settlers and to the fact
that many moved on to help establish other settlements such as Fredricksburg

further north and west of Wew Braunfels. Census records show population growth

as follows:
1850 1350 1.70 1880 1390 1900 1910 1920
1,723 4,030 3,3.3 2,540 . ooag 7.7, P! 8,804

193C 1240 1950 1960
11,984 12,321 16,637 19,844
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The decade 1940-1950 shows the greatest increase in population.

In 1861 the Buffale Bavou and Brazos Rallroad reache? Vew Rraunfeis ex-
tending on to San Antonio. Another railroad was extended tnrough New Braunfels
in the 1380's. The advent of the railroads was a boow: to the economy of the
town in that it facilitated transportation of both raw materials and manufac-
tured poods.

During the years intervening between the first settlers and our modern
world, there have been perlods of prosperity and depression, drought and flood,
growth and stagnation, brougihit about by the same influences which have caused
like situations in the remainder of the State. The overall plcture, however,
is one of expansiza.

At present time, the major portion of the land area in Comal County is
devoted to the raising of livestock. Cattle, sheep and goats are the principal
livestock raised with some dairying, poultry, horses and swine production.

The major crops are small grains (oats, wheat, and barley) grain sorghum, corn,
and hay crops of Johnson grass, sudan and sudan—sorghum hybrids. Pecan produc-
tion is important in the eastern part of the County and along the Comal and
Guadalupe Rivers. Th: pecan is the principal tree used for shade in the city
of Vew Braunfels.

Mew Braunfels has been known for many years as the “Little Industrial
Giant” because of its diversified manufacturing industries. Some of these
industries include textile mills;, a regional power plant, crushed stone plant,

lime plant, hosiery mills, dress factory, flour and feed mills, meat packine
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plants, leather works and various other industries. In 1960 retail and whole-
sale trade totaled $32,329,000. $12,942,183 in wages were paid to 3,735 em-
ployees,

The scenic location of Comal County and the unique attractilons of the City
of Hew Braunfels have long made this area a popular tourist center. Canyon
Dam, located in the northern part of che county, has a reservoir capacity of
741,000 acre feet and €60 miles of shorsline. This lake serves as a year-round
tourist attraction for fishing and water sports. Canyon City, not yet a city
except by name, is growing rapidly. Beautiful public parks have been built
around Canyon Lake and the reservcir hars been stocked with fish, The Guadalupe
River has been stocked with Rainbow Trout. The proxinity of the lake to the
cities of Austin, San tMarcos, San Antonio, Seguin, 5Glanco, Boerne and New
Braunfels indicates that it will serve s ncpulation of over one million persons.

Located within New Braunfels arz mary places of interest. Comal Springs,
the largest in Texas, 1s here. The Comal River, the shortest river in the
United States begins and ends (2.5 wmilzs) in the city limits. Landa Park,
knowm throughout the State, 1s a major tourist zttraction and is located at the
head of the Comal River. ilany plazes nf historical interest are being restored
and developed as tourist attractions.

New Braunfels is Indeed a city of contrasts. It is a modern American
city as is reflected in its busy factories, new homes, schools and churches
and yet, much of its o0ld world charm is retained in the German architecture
of the buildings thaF remain from itz early period, the cleanliness, the

beauty of the dooryard flower gard:=rs seen everywhere. The same contrast is
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heard in the language - the crisp Inglish of business; the often heard sound of
German lending the illusion of being in another world; and an occasional season-
ing o Spznish giving zest to the whole and reminding us that we are still in
Texas and all the possessors of a proud heritage.

The altitude of Comal County ranges from 650-1700 feet above mean sea level.
The Guadalupe River flows eastward through the entire lenpgth of the county and
the River Urive, some 12 miles in length, is one of the most beautiful scenic
drives of it's kind in Texas. Hatural Bridge Caverns, developed and opened in
1964, is one of the larpest and most picturesque caves in the United States.

Comal County enjoys a rather mild climate with a low humidity. The tem-
perature ranges from a January normal of 51.5 degrees to a July normal of 83.7
deprees. Normal monthly rainfall is well distributed throughout the year, and
the annual average is 30.73 inches. The normal growing season is approximately
265 days, from iMarch lst to the end of November. The coldest weather generally
occurs in January and the warmest in August.

Yew Braunfels and Comal County have the best networlk of recads of any county
in the State. Almost every mile of public road is paved. ilew Braunfels is
located on the old San Antonio Road (Fl Camino Real) which was the main road
through Texas for many years. Today, Interstate ghway 37 ctarsins at Loredo on
the Mexican border Passes through Wew Braunfels on to the Canadian border. This
is one of the major North-South national highways conmnecting Canada and Mexice
through the U.S.A. - a tremendous advantage to any city located on this route
for commerce and tourists. Lighway 281, a major scenic road throush the beau-

tiful hill country, passes through the western part of the country. This is a
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direct route from San Antonioc through Johnson City to Fort Worth and Dallas.

The county 1s served by two railroads passing through Mew Braunfels, Horth
to South., Many commercial truck lines serve the area. There is also adequate
bus tramsportation. The county does not have an airport; however, both San
Antonio and Austin have this service and Seguin, only a distance of 10 miles,
has a small airport.

Communications are excellent in the county even though the western part is
sparsely settled. This was made possible by the formation of the Guadalupe
Valley Telephone Co=-op organized in 1955. The Rell Telephone system serves euw
Braunfels and some of the areas in the ecagtern part of the county. Electrical
gervice is excellent, RFA serving the rural area, and New Braunfels Utilities

serves the urban area.
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Comal County has twe recognized Land Resource Areas, Edwards Plateau and
Blackland Prairie.

The Edwards Plateau is located in the northern and western part of the
County and comprises about 80% of the county area. Approximately 85% of the
soils of this area are Lithosols over limestone of Tarrant and Brackett series
and stony Crawfords. The surface is undulating to hilly. The narrow valleys
and gently sloping areas are composed mostly of the Krum, Denton, and San Saba
soils. Wells in the Edwards Plateau provide plentiful source of water for
livestock and other domestic uses.

The Blackland Prairie occupy the southern and eastern part of Comal County
and the surface relief is gently sloping to =n-ulztfinc with parts beiny roilin-.
Most of the soils in this area are developed from calcareous clays, marls, and
interbedded chalk and marl. These soils are Houston, Houston Black, and Austin
clays. The Blackland Prairie has a wide, nearly level, old terrace, paral-
leling the Guadalupe River, in which the soils are mostly of Houston Black
Clay, terrace phase, and Lewisville series. The shallow wells in the Black-
land Prairie have proven to be undependable during dry seasons.

There are ten recognized range sites in Comal County. Seven of these are
in the Edwards Plateau and three in the Blackland Prairie.

EDWARDS PLATEAU RANGE SITES:

Bottomland Site. Composed of Catalpa clay loam and Trinity clay. This

site includes the flood plains and minor areas of terraces, and foot slopes.

This site is nearly level to gently sloping. The forage produced is highly
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nutritious because of the high fertility holding capacity, and mineral content

of the soil.

Deep Upland Site. ifajor soils are Denton clay, San Saba “lay, Krum clay.

and Lewisville Clay. This site 1s smooth rolling prairie land with gentle
slopes. Deep upland sites occurs commonly in wide valleys and on the lower
side of long slopes. With the presence of climax grasses and adequate plant
residues, combined with the high fertility and water holding capacity, makes

the potential production very high.

Rocky Upland Site. Tarrant stony clay is the major soil. This site is

generally rough and rocky with considerable variation, 1-12% slopes, along

crecks and major drainages. This site occurs as large flats between creeks and
drainages and also at a higher elevation when found on hilltops or plateaus.
Usual depth of the soil material in- most arcas rar-e from . to 15 inches ia small
pockets, Moisture holding capacity 1is lirited due to the thickness of soil,

but some storage is provided in the frzctured bedrock and fine textured soil.

Steep Rocky Site. Major soil i1s Tarrant stony clay. This is a hilly site
with slopes ranging from 12 to 20 plus percent. This site is found alonpg large
creeks and rivers. The dark clay soll ranges from 2 to 6 inches deep. The
small amount of soil is high in fertility holding capacity but low in total
amount of nutrients for plant growth.

Redland Site. This site is made up of Crawford soils which are red-

dish brown and vary in depth from shallow to deep. Slope gradients range
from 1 to about 8%, with the dominant slope about 3%, The mineral content of

the soil profile enables this site to produce highly nutritious forage. With
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adequate plant residues, high producing climax grasses, and adequate moisture,
this site is a Ligh producer.

Adobe Site. Major soil is Brackett gravelly clay. Generally found on
slopes of 8-14%. This site, except for the foot slope »“use, may have little
or no top soil with organic matter development, and will not support a density

of cover or the plants that require a high fertility level and high amounts of

moisture.

Steep Adobe Sites. Brackett gravelly clay is the major soil. Except for

minor areas on hilltops, the soil may have little or no top soil with an organic
matter development. The soil is strongly calcareous and has a low water and
fertility holding capacity. The vegetation is as a result, very low in palat-
ability and nutritive value. With the usual lack of plant residues and extreme
slope gradient, the soil crusts very easily and results in high amount of water
and soil losses.

The original vegetation for the Edwards Plateau portion of Comal County
was tall and mid grasses, Big Bluestem, Indiangrass, and Switchgrass comprise
about 15% of the vegetation. Little Eluestem makes up about 55% of the vege-
tation. Increaser plants such as dropseed, Texas Wintergrass, sideoats grama,
and silver bluestem make up approximately 25% of the vesetation. About 5%
will be perennial legumes, bush sunflower, orange zexmenia, dahlias and sage-
wort. Principle invaders are threeawns, hairy tridens, buffalo grass and

brush species.

P

17



Blackland Prairie Range Sites

Bottomland Site. Major soil is Trinity clay. This site includes the

flood plains and minor areas of the terraces and foot slopes, The site is near-
ly level to gently sloping, with usually not more than three percent slopes.

The water relationships for growing plants are very favorable. Grasses produce
well and the large proportion of available plant nutrients favors high forage
yields.

Rolling Blackland Site. Comprised mostly of Houston and Pouston Black

clay soils with average slopes of 3-5 percent. This site has high water and
fertility holding capacities and 1s high in natural fertility. The above
characteristics resulted in a tall grass prairie vegetation with plants of
high palatability.

Chalky Ridee Site. l!iajor soil of this site 1s Austin silty clay, with

average slope of about 4 percent. Thig site is generally low in organic matter
and surface compaction is common. The very shallow solum severely limits

moisture and fertility holding capacities.

The climax vegetation on the Blackland Prairie Range Sites is tall grass
prairie with scattered motts of live oak of leas than 5 percent tree canotry.
Big bluestem, Indiangrass, little bluestem, switchgrass are decreasers that
make up about 657 of the climax vegetation. Increasers such as sideoats grams,
plains lovegrass, vine mesquite, pinhole and silver bluestem and Texas “inter-

grass make up about 25% of the vegetation. Ten percent of the vegetation will
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be desirable forbs and legumes like trailinp ratany, Engelmann daisy, wild
alfalfa and prairie clover. Under range deterioration, climax plants are ra-
placed by invaders such as broomweeds, buffalo grass, halls panicum, cactus,
and mesquite,.

Misuse and overprazing of the land resources have caused a number of con

servation problems that are enumerated and discussed under the agricultural

section.
POPULATION

In 1250 the first U.S. Census was taken. At that tiwe 1,723 persons were
recorded as livinp in Comal Countv with 1,258 of these livine in Few Braunfels.
According to these census ficures Comal County was 75.33% urban in 135G as
corpared to 73.777 in 1960. ‘owever, the County has not always heen nredominate-
1y urban. From the mid-1%50"s to the pid-1522's the rural population outnurlered
the urban.

The populatfon of Comal County has shown continuous growth over the years
althourh at a little slower rate than the State of Texas as a whole, 21.3% as

compared to 24.27 over the past decade.
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In 1940 the Census reported that 30C.17 of the people lived on farms or
ranches; the other 13.3¥ who are shown as rural in the chart above were rural
non-farm. In 1250 Comal County was 15.87 rural farm and $.€7% rural non-farm.
Py 19€0 the Census figures showed the increase of persons living in rural areas
but working in town or living on retirement income. In 1960 Comal County was
10.8% rural farm and 10.3% rural non-farm.

Both the County and the city population is fairly evenly divided between
males and females, a ratio of approximately 1 to 1. 1In 1960, there were 7,537
males and 8,094 females in the city; in the county as a whole there were 9,672
males and 10,172 famales.

The majority cf both the Jounty and the city is of the white race. Ac~
cordine to Census figures the ratio of white to non-white has shown no appre-
clable change over the past 30 years. In 1230 the non-white population com-
prised 2.6% of the total countv nopulation, in 1940 2. ., in 1930 1.7%, =nd in
1960 2.1%. According to the 1960 Census then there were 202 non-white males
and 221 non-white females in the County for a total of 423. Of this number
365 lived within the city limits of Yew Eraunfels.

Comal County is still primarily a community of German extraction but not
to the same extent that it was 25 years azo. The years during and since Vorld
War 11 have brought an influx of non-Germans into the County. Hany came to
this area as a result of military or civilian service at one of the near by
wmilitary bases. Cthers visited 'ew Braunfels as a tourist and decided to malke
it their permanent residence. ™any moved here from larger citles because they

liked living in a small city or in the rural area near but not in a city.



Others came here from foreign countries to be near their relatives or to be near
people who understood their language.

Comal County is a tri-~lincual community with some residents who speak and
write German and Spanish as well as English:; however, more residents would fall
in the bi-lingual category speaking German and English or Spanish and Enplish.

According to the 1960 Census 4.77% of the local population was born in a
foreign country. ‘iost of these were born in Mexico; how._ver, soue wcere Ger zmns
vhe came here following World War I or II. An additional 17.27 of the local
population was born im this country but had at least one parent who was a for-
elgner. These also are primarily of Mexican decent,

The Mexican-American population of Comal County in 1960 made up 27.4% of the
total population; however, due to the larger families and the fact that most of
the local "exican-Americans are in the younper age group, this ethnic grecup
makes up about 35% of the school enrollment in New Praunfels. There are few
exican~American families in the rural area; therefore, there is a considerably
smaller percentare in the school-age population in the rural school district.

Despite the number of people moving into the County, according to the 1960
Census £3,5% of the County population were native born Texans as compared to
75.8% for the state of Texas as a whole. Of the rest of the population 6.9%
were born in other states of the United States and as mentioned earlier 4.7% in
other counties.

iligration into the County is indicated by the fact that 15.5% of the persons

over 5 years lived in another County at sometime between 1955 and 1260. Very



few of these would be classifiied as "iprant workers.
The Census fipures show a zeneral shift of the County's population from
the middle-age group to the rounger and alder-age groups. Since 1949, the
0-19 age oroun has increased from 35.27 of the total to 41.2%. A large part
of this i;.crease can be attributed to the post-war "baby boom” of Vorld War II.
The 65 and over age group has increased from 7.57 to 10.1Y durine the same period.
This increase is due in part io the extended life period as a result of im-
proved medical practices and in part to the selection of this County as a re-
tirement home by an increasing number of people frow other areas of the State
and Tation. Please refer to chart on page 2&.
In the rural area of Comal County 33.97 of the people are 45 years old
and over as compared to 29.47 in the County's urban population and 277 in the
State as a whole. This indicates that the rural population of the County is
slightly older than that of the population as a whole. This is due to the
fact that most farms and ranches in the county are owned and operated by persons
45 years old or older. The average age of the farm overator in Comal Zounty
as reported in the 1054 Agricultural Census was 54.7 years. Most of the young
families living in the rural area are rural non-farm: however, many of the 65
and over group in the rural population also are rural non-farm since they live
in the numerous sub-divisions in the rural area of the County. This information

is illustrated in the chart on pace 25.
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There has been a steady increase in births annually. 1In 1919, there were
53 births, 98 in 1920, and 166 in 1930, The number of birtlis decreased to 13C
in 1940, but the post war years saw a dramatic increase to 319 in 1959, and
390 in 1967. The increase has averased approximately 6.77 births per year.

The fertility ratio, which 1is defined as the childern under 5 years of
age per 1,000 women 15 to 49 yearcs of ace, differs from the birth rate fiocures
in that birth rates are measured for one-year periods and fertility ratios are
determined for five-year periods. The fertility ratio for urban areas of Texas
has increased from 251 in 1940 to 512 in 1960, The State ratio for rural areas
of Texas has increased from 394 to 520, Comal County's urban fertility ratie
increased from 307 in 1940 to 517 in 1960. Tre ratio of the rural areas in-
creased from 454 to 555. The average ratio of the County increased from 3¢5
to 525.

The population of Comal County is expected to be 34,315 by 1996 with
24,291 of these persons residing in iiewr Braunfels. The County pre-school and
school age children are nrojected to increase 5,172 persons to total 13,235.
The retirement are mopulation will total 2,143, The remaining 14,537 persouns

will comprise the labor force.

TDUCATIONAL LEVEL

In Comal County the median number of years of schooling completed by
persons 25 years old and over 1s 8.2 years as compared to 1C.4 years for the
ftate as a whole. In the County 21.27 of the population 25 years and over

completed less than 5 years of schooling. Twenty-seven percent of this group
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completed high school or more.

YEARS OF SCEQOOL COMPLETED
CYAPT RO, IV

Males Females

Mo. 25 years old & over 5,098 5,550
No school vears completed 343 403
Elementary

1l to 4 years 720 790

5 to 8 years (inclusive) 1,975 2,189
High School

1l to 3 years 641 712

4 years 750 024
Collepe

1l to 3 years 3C3 257

4 years or more 366 251
Median school years completed 3.3 B.1l

FAMILY JTMCQAE

In 1260 there were 5,053 families in Comal County. Of these families
26.6% had incomes below $3000 with an additional 16,87 having incomes between
$3000 and $409C. This 43.47 of the population shared 25.8% of the total in-
come. Families with 310,0C0 and over income made up 8.2% of the ponulation

and together shared 28.47 of the total income.
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The median income for Comal County fzmilies at the time of the last Census
was $4448 as compared to State median inceme of 34884, Vowever, when compared
to the State of Texas as a whole a smaller percantage of Comal County families
fall in the below $4000 group, 43.4% as comparad to 53.0%, and in the over
$6000 oroup, 29.9% as compared to 37.%6%Z. Only in the percentage in the middle
income group does the County exceed the State.

In the Census 645 families were repcrted as having 2 children under 12
years of age as well as a mother and father witih the head of the family a wage
earner. The median income for these families was $4513 as compared to $5912
for this group on a state~wide basis. This indicates that the typical local
family with small children is operating on a much tighter budpet than are those
in this group in many other areas of the State.

The median income for rural farm far‘lies is estimated to be $3003.
Although this is a ereat deal lower than the median income for the entire pop-
ulation, part of this difference in income is made up by food produced on the
farm for the family to use. The chart on nage 29 graphically 1llustrates the

local situation in relation to that of tlie state of Texas.
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LABOR FORCE

Raw materials, natural resources, transportaion, the population and wealth
of an area determines the number of persons that are employed in the basic in-
dustries in a community.

From 1940 te 1960, the County's labor force grew from 4,520 to 7,232, an
increase of 62.2%. MWeanwhile, the population increased from 12,321 to 19,844
for a 61.0% increase. The labor force in Wew Braunfels comprised 38.47% of the
population in 1940, 37.7% in 1950, and 36.6% in 196C. For Comal County, in-
cluding New Braunfels, the labor force comprised 36.7% of the population in
1940, 36.9% in 1950, and 36.4% in 1960. These percentages are sorewhat lower
than those for either the United States or Texas. The labor force comprised
39.6% of the total population in 1960 for the United States and 38.6%Z for Texas.
These filpures indicate that since Comal County has a larger percentage of the
popultation in the pre-school, schoel age, and retirement age groups each work-
er in our labor force must support more non-workers than in the State as a
whole., Comal County's non-worker to worker ratio is 1.74 to 1 as compared to
1.84 to 1 for Texas,

The 1960 Census enumerated €,59€¢ males and 7,765 females fourteen years
old and over residing in Comal County. Cf these, 5,091 males and 2,141 females
were considered to be in the labor force. Excludiny those persons on active
duty with the Armed Torces living in Comal County, the total civilian labor
force contains 7,042 persons. A total of 6,348 of the civilian lahor force

was considered to be gainfully employed.
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Many people commute to jobs at rilitary bases in and around San Antonio,
or to jobs in the civilian economy in San Antonio, Seguin, San Marcos, Elanco,
Boerne or Austin. 1In 1960 a total of 1,120 people, 16.3% of the total number
employed, were working in jobs outside Comal County.

The unemployment in Comal County was 2.97 of the eivilian labor force.
Comparing these figures to the National averages indicates that unemployment is
not a serious problem. Operative and private household occupation produce the
bulk of the unemployment.

It is of interest to note that 32.6% of the females fourteen years ol and
over in New Braunfels are in the labor force; where as, in the rural area of
the County only 20.9% of the females In thie apge group are in the labor force.
For the County as a whole 30.3% of the females fourteen and over are considered
to be in the labor force.

Composition of Labor Force
Comal County

1960

CTAPT 10. VI
New Braunfels PRural Avea Total
Males, 14 years old & over 5,027 1,569 6,396
Laboy Force 3,873 1,218 5,091
Civilian Labor Force 3,722 1,179 4,901
Employed 3,630 1,160 4,790
Unemployed 92 19 111
Yot in Labor Force 1,154 351 1,505
Armed Forces on Active Duty 151 3% 190
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Females, l4 vears old & over 5,65¢ 1,406 7,055

Labor Force 1,344 297 2,141
Civilian Labor Force 1,844 297 2,141
Employed 1,775 233 2,053
Unemployed 69 14 83

Zot in Labor Force 3,815 1,109 4,924
Armed Forces on Active Buty Mone HNone Mone
Total Population, 14 years old & over 10,686 2,975 13,661
Labor Force 5,717 1,515 7,232
Civilian Labor Force 5,566 1,476 7,042
Fmployed 5,405 1,443 6,848
Unemnloyed 161 33 124

Mot in Labor Force 4,969 1,460 €,429
Armed Forces on Active Duty 151 39 130

The composition of the labor force by age groups points out that 55.27 of
the labor force is between 35-64 years of age and an additional 4.9% is 65 or
over. The males in the labor force in the rural area are clder than any other
group with 49.6% being 45 years and older. The tendency of women to go to work

after their family matures is well illustarted by these charts.
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Age Group

14-1

18-24
25-34
35-44
45-64

65+

Age Group
14-17

18-24
25-34
35-44
45-64

65+

Age Group
14-17

18-24
25-34
35-44
45-64

64+

Composition of Labor Force

by Ape Groups
1960
CYART 1O, VII

'ew Braunfels

Tales
135

521
356
819
1,337
175

Males
39

127
255
206
537

24

Comal County

Males
174

645
1,141
1,025
1,844

255

Females
112

318

86

Females
16

56

59

5€

162

Females
128

374

423

4910

632

94

Total
247

825
i,zso
1,253
1,867

261

Total
55

183
314
262
609

92

Total
302

1,022
1,564
1,515
2,476
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0f those women who are living with their husbends only 27.2% are in the
labor force compared to 307 for the State of Texas. lowever, more Comal County
women with children under 16 years of age work thanm in the EState as a whole,
21.7%Z in Comal County as compared to 20.0% in Texas.

0f those males in the 18-24 year age gruup at the time of the 1960 census
85.8% were in the labor market as compared to 81.1% ian the rest of the State.
This is due to the small percentage of local boys who continue their schooling
beyond high school, and also due to the fact that wany who do go on to school,
commute to one of the near-by colleges and work full or part-time while in school.

An indication of a stable economy in any community is a well diversified
employment structure. Between 1950 and 1960 the census figures show an increase
in the percentage of workers finding employment in professior.al and related
services, public administration, mining, wholesale and retail trade, finance,
insurance and real estate, manufacturing, and personal services. Construction
showed an increase in the county, but 2 decrease in the city which was due large-
ly to the construction workers employed to build Canyon Dam in the rural area.
The percentage of the labor force employed 1in business and repailr services,
agriculture, entertainment and recreational services, and transportation, com-
munication and utilities decreased between 19250-1260.

Following the national trend, agriculture employment has decreased 46.57
within the city and 27.3% in the county as a whole between 1550-1960., ZAgricul-
tural employment now represents 1.9% of l'ew Eraunfels' employment and 7.9% of

the County's employment.
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Manufacturing and wholesale and retail trade compose nearly half of the
total employment in Comal Couity. Of the 1,712 persons employed in the County
by the manufacturing industries, the cextile industry employs 1,273 persons or
74.47% of the total. Of this number 1355 persons are employed by apparel manu-
facturing industries and other fabricated textile products and the rest are en-
gaged in the manufacture of textile wmill products. PFood and kindred products
industries employ 222 persons in the County. The wholesale trade industry em—
ploys 148 workers and 1,330 persons are employved by the retail trade industry
in the County.

The chart on page 37 shows the percent of the labor force employed in each
category within the city of ¥ew Braurfels, in the rural area of the County and
in the entire County.

New Braunfels’ claim to “Little Industrial Giant' of Texas is shown by the
fact that 25% of all employed persons in the county are employed by industry
compared to 16.3% for Texas, White collar occupation employ 347 as compared to
41.1% in the State. As would be expected the largest occupational group in
Comal County is operatives and kindred workers. This category followed in order
of rank by craftsmen, officals and proprietors, service workers, laborers and

sales workers.
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EMPLOYMENT BY OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS

L1960

CHART NO. X

New Braunfels Rural Area Comal County
Occupation Male Female Total ‘Male Tnna”+ Total Male Female Total
Operatives &
Kindred workers 956 405 1,361 151 52 203 1,107 457 1,564
Craftsman, fore~
can. & kindred
workers 717 16 733 252 7 265 o875 23 998
Clerical & kin-
iréd workers 210 338 598 29 77 106 232 465 794
Managers & of-
ficials propri-
etors, except
farm 474 87 561 112 3 115 586 90 676
Professional, tech-
nical & kindred ;
workers 328 161 439 53 23 76 381 184 365
Service workers,
except private
household workers 187 282 469 16 36 52 203 313 521
Laborers, except
farm & mine 332 49 381 72 4 76 404 53 457
Sales workers 133 123 306 37 40 77 220 163 383
Farmers & farm
managers 36 - 36 274 21 295 310 21 131
Farm laborers &
foreman farm 32 - 32 133 - 133 165 - 165
Private Household )
workers 4 119 123 - 12 12 4 131 135
Occupations not
reported 171 145 316 25 g 33 19¢ 153 340
TOTALS 3,630 1,775 5,405 1,160 283 1,443 4,790 2,058 6 84c
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CLASSTFICATION OF WORKERS
1960
CHART NO, %I

Mew Braunfels Rural Area Comal County
Class of Yorkers Male Female Total zle Female Total Male TFemale Total

Fmployed in agri-

cul ture 100 - 100 415 25 440 515 25 540
Self-employed
workers 60 - 60 290 21 311 51 21 371
Private Wage &
Salary workers 36 - 36 109 4 113 145 4 149
Government ﬁ
workers . - - - - - - - - -
Unpaid family
workera 4 - 4 16 - 1€ 20 - 29
Emnloved in Non-
Arriculture Indus-
tries 3,530 1,775 5,395 745 258 1,003 4,275 2,033 6,308
Private "'age &
Salary workers 2,489 1,358 3,847 478 1£¢9 667 2,967 1,547 4,514
Government
workers 592 277 869 125 51 176 717 328 1,045
Self-erployed
workers 433 82 515 137 3 140 570 35 655
Unpaid family
workers 16 53 74 5 15 20 21 73 a4

0f those employed in non=-agricultural industri. , the greatest number were wage
and salary workers, followed by government workers, self-employed workers, and un-
paid workers. The majority of the persons employed in agriculture according to the

1960 census figures were self-employed.
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FAMILY LIVING

Comal County has a great deal to offer the family living within its boundar-
ies. The area enjoys a stable economy witn low unemployment and adequate job op-
portunities. The community is composed of hardworkineg people who tale a great
deal of pride in the beauty of their surroundings and in their heritage. The rec~
r :ational opportunities are unlimited and the emphasis locally is on famdly rec-
reation. llost families do a good job of managing thelr money as evidenced by the
fact that few local people are on welfare. All these factors offer a healtty at-
mosphere for an enjoyable family 1ife.

Very little difference exists between the home life of the perscn living in
New Braunfels and that of a person living in the rural area of the County. Most
of the people living in the rural area are not engaged in agriculture and are es-
sentially living an urban life in rural or suburban surroundings.

A recent nation-wide study by Extension Home Tconomics has focused attention
on five areas of major concern for homemakers of today. These are family sta-
bility, consumer competence, family health, family housing, and community and
resource development. Discussions with the home demonstration c¢lubs of the County
as well as the members of the family living committee revealed these areas were
of major concern also to the homemakers of Comal County.

Everyone needs housing, Of the 6,872 housing units in the County during the
census in 1960, 5,458 were classified as sound, 109§ as deteriorating, and 322
as dilapidated. Thirty four percent of the houses in the County were built prior
to 1929, and an additional 13,47 were built between 1929 and 1940. Accordine ta

the 1960 census betwezen 1950 and 1960, 31.7% of the total number of houses in the
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County were built. Building, especially in the rural area, has been on an in-
crease since 1960. There are over 68 recognized sub-divisions in the rural area
of the County with over 5,000 of these sub-divisions lots already sold. In Vew
Praunfels there are 15 sub-divisions. According to bLuilding permits issued in
Yew Braunfels 77 new homes were built during 1966, and an additional 36 were ccn-
structed between January and May 1967. €ince building permits are not issued Ly
the County, no figures on new home constructions are available for the County as
a whole,

In 1960, 82.1% of all the homes in the County had hot and cold water piped
inside the house and 93.47 had flush toilets and 90.67 had bathtubs or showers.
Thege oood sanitation facilities are a result of foresieht on the part of both
county and city officials in passing sanitation codes and in hirine sanitation
officials to enforce them. Vo outdoor toilets are permitted inside the city lim-
its of {ew Braunfels. The County requires everyone who drills a well to get a
drilling permit and requires that septile tanks rather than cesspools be used for
toilet facilities.

Tome ovmership is a traditional goal of the American family. The owner oc-
cupled 4,159 houses in this County in 1242, Of this number 63.0% were valued at
under £10,000, 20.2% were actually under a $5000 valuation. In 1260 only 5.37 of
the houses were valued at $22,000 or above; however, much building has been done
in this price range since that time. According to FHA fipures from 1251 to 13G6
the price per aquare foot of the average new house rose 21 percent; in the same
16 years, the price of land on which the average home was built rose 2347, 1In

1951 the average new home including site was $9,780.00 compared to the 1966 price
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of 518,247.00. 1In Texas the average house value in 1958 was 5$10,871.00: in 1967
the average value has increased to $15,826.00. In New Braunfels new home cone
struction for 1966 was 51,223,711 for 77 homes for an average cost of $15,892 per
home. From January 1967 through May 1967 new home conmstruction in Mew Eraunfels
totaled $417,796.00 for an average of 511,605 per home. For the month of lay
alone seven home building permits were issued totaling $105,720 or $105,720 or
$14,103 per home.

Renters occupied 1,537 homes here in 1960 with the median rent being $52
vhich was $8 under the State median. Of the 92 homes occupied by non~white fam-
ilies only 19 were rented the otherswere owned by the family living there. In
Comal County 977 of the families live in sinple family dwellings, 27.67% reported
moving into thelr homes between 1958 and 1960.

Comal County is fairly close to the State average of number of homes having
1 person or less per roomi83.0% for Comal County compared to 87.3% for the State:
Of all the houses in the County 69.97 contain from 4 to 6 rooms with the median
for rented homes being 4.0 rooms:. whereas, for owner occupied homes it was slight-
ly hipher, 4.8 rooms. The State median for owner occupied is 5 rooms and for
rented homes 3.9 rooms.

The averace size family in Comal County fs 3.5 as compared to 3.4 in the
State. The 5,746 houses which were occupied at the time of the 1960 Census show

the number of persons living together in each family group.



CHART MO. XII

No. residing in house Mo. of houses Tercentarce
g e
so_occupied

1 person 640 11.17%
2 persons 1,57¢& 20.2%
3 persons 1,120 20,77
4 persons 33 15.6%
5 persons 645 11.2%
¢ persgons 329 5.7%
1 persons 116 2.0%
8 persons or more 257 4,5%

An indication of the use of this County as a vacation center is the fact
that 505 homes are listed as used only on a szasonal basis and 37 on an occasional
basis.

The result of the 'baby boom” is beginning to be felt as this aroup of vounrs
people is reaching the marriage and child rearing age. As more of the 'nost-war
babies" reach this asge the percentage of young families in the population will
Increase and as they begin raising their farilies the average ape of the popula-
tion will be lowered. With a new household being created every 21 seconds this
group has a tremendous influence on all of us.

Tlomen are marrying younger and bearine rmore children. Nearly 907% of the
women in the United States who are marryince for the first time are ?4 years or
younger. Sixty percent of the brides in 19(7 will be teen-agers. UNow more girls

are marrying at 18 than at any other age.
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Tamilies who are building, remodeline, repairing, or buring housing must
make countless declsions. These decisions are particularly difficult as the
decision makers usually htave little opportunity to learn from experience. SEpend-
ing for home furnishing and home improvements is on the increase. One reason is
that homeowners have more money teo spend after paying for life sustaining neces-
ities: if more money is needed, credit is readily available. Also homes built in
the post war building boom are now 15 vears old and in need of repair. ‘lore
people novw are coming to appreciate the beauty of the old homes of this commurnity
and are modernizing and restoring these more historical homes rather than build-
ing new ones. Thase all add up to greatly increased exmenditure in the field of
home jmprovement and home furnishings. Since all these purchases represent large
sums of money there is a rreat deal of demand for information in these fiulds.
Families lack judgement on the amount indebtedness they can afford and too often
decisions are made withou anticipating the using, operating and maintenance costs
and increased property taxes.

Most families buy furniture twice in a lifetime, once when starting house-
reeping and apain about the time of retirement. Both of these are proups are on
the increase in Comal County.

A “rule of thumb™ estimate of the cost of furnishing a home has been estab-
lished at an amount equal to half the annual income of the family, or sliphtly
less than one fourth the cost of a new house. The average American family spends
about 5280 a year on home furnishings. Over a period of several years furniture
would account for about 3I0% of their spending, appliances 27%, housewares 5%, and

miscellaneous items 1&7.
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According to a nationmal survey the amount and pattern of spending for home
furnishings vary with income and location. Suburban families spend more for
furniobince than <o city Jwcllers. A family planning a move to the suburbs can
expect a 257 increase in the home furnishings budget. The increase generally
goes for poreh, parden and dining room furniture: more textile furnishings
(draperies, curtains, linens): additiomal housekeepins aids, and floor coverings.
Suburbamites average 40% more annually for carpeting and rups, mainly bhecause
the houses are usually larger in area.

The families with incomes under $5,009 spend, on the average, $145 a year
on home furnishings, primarily for necessities. Luxuries such as alr condition-
ers, carpeting, etc. are rarely purchased. Families with incomes $5,000 to $7,500
do the most buying. They make up about 307 of the total and they buy 1/3 of all
furnishings sold. The typical family in this income group spends 5315 a year,
allocating a little more for wajor appliances and a little less for textiles and
floor coverings than the ‘average family' mentioned earlier.

The average family in the $7,500 to 510,000 eroup spends around $400 a vear
for luxury furrishings such as garden and porch furniture, wall-to-wall carpeting,
and dishwashers. TFamilies in the $10,70 to $15,000 income =roup spend £525
annually for furnishings which is nearly twice the national average. Their pur~
chases are similar to the $7,590 to $10,000 eroup except they are inclined to buy
more expensive furnishines.

Orly 2% of the population of the vation falls ip the 915,007 and over income
proup. This eroup spends an averape of 3777 yearly per family to huy 77 of all

the home furnishings sold. Herardless of the items purchased, they carry a hirh-



er price tag than do the itewms bought by any other group.
The two most common reasons given for wives workinpg is to pay for the edu-
cation of the children and to be able to buy nicer home furnishings.
In the 1960 Census homremakers reported having the followine nieces of house~
hold eguipment.
CUART NO. XIIX
Appliances Percent for Texas Percent for County

Clothes washers

Wringer or spinner 2N, 5% 41,2%
Automatic or 42.2% 35,37
Semf-automatic

Hasher-dryer 1.5% 1.87
combinations

Tone 35.5% 15.7%

Clothes dryers

Gas heated 2.67 n.4%
Electrically heated 5.9% £.9%
Fone 91.57 Q2.7%

Home Food Freezers

1 or more 21.8% 24.9%

Vone 78.2% 75.1%
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Apnliances

Air Conditioning

Room Units
I
II
Central

None

Television sets

1
2

Mone

Radio
1
2 or more

none

Manv of these appliances may need to be replaced due to age or care.

14,

10.

5.

€9.

75.

16.

71.

22.

Percent for Texas

17
67,
1%

o
I

37

57

.27

2.47

18.4%

€2.9%

29.97

7.2%

Percent for County

A oreat

deal of interest exists in buylng dryers and air conditioners and since for most

buyers this would be a new purchase, the homemakers need help or selection,

In addition to 3 commercial laundries and B commercial cleaners, there are

€ coin operated laundries and one coin operater dry-cleanine plant in “ew Praun=

fels which are used by many residents of the rural area as well as the city.

Americans live in a consumer soclety. Ve need to be well informed and capa-
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ble consumers skilled in the ability to manape and spend the family incore.

Since the end of World War II, the use of installment credit 1s on the increase.
Fesearch has shown that the age of the head of the family and family incorme have
important bearing on whether installment credit 1is owed. Tarly in 1%€5 survevs
indicated that 80Z of all families owed some installment credit. "f families
whose head was 18 to 34 years of ape 8§57 owed somwe installment credit: however,
the percentage progressively declined in the older ape grouns to a low of 12¥%

for families whose head was 65 years of aege or over. By income levels, the preat-
est frequency occurred: zmong f£rrilic: whose iuncore ras botveon 37,500 and 10,007
where 667 owed installment credit. For familles with less than 53,000 incowe,
287 owed installment credit and for families with $15,000 or more income 327 owed
some.,

The same National survey indicated that the most irportant factor in the
Mational increase in installment credit in 1964 was the increase in the nurber of
debtors, especially people who owed money on their automotiles. The median ratio
of repayments to disposable personal income (income left after taxes) of debtors
was about 127 - the same as for 1963. The proportion of family units which were
usineg over 20% of their disposable personal income to repay debts has rerained
about the same, at 10% for 10 years. Vomerakers need help in rettine the most for
their installment dcllar.

Trends in consumer behavior have resulted in financial difficulty for thou-
sands of families who have incomes hich enough to permit discretionary spending,
Living from one payday to the next with no planning for expenditures, havine no

family financial goals, having unrealistic values and little or no knowledee of
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budgets or money management are common characteristics among families. More
families are seeking financial counseling and most of these familles are in the
5,000 to $8,000 income bracket. About one-fourth have incomes under $5,000 znd
one~-fourth incomes over $8,000. The high indebtedness and meager reserves has
resulted in an alarmine increase on personal bankruptcies - 3507 increase in the
past ten-year period in the United States. Although there have been few lo:zl
personal bankruptcies, many people in the middle age proup are danperously ove -
extended. With $4,000 considered essential to provide for a fmaily with children,
43.47 of the families in this County have incomes of less than $4,000.00 and 26.67
have incomes below $3000.00. The median incore in this County is $4,448.07.
Foods, clothine, housing and education as well as personal and irdividual devel-
opment often suffer when income is low. Families need help in utilizing their
income more effectively.

Today's market is peared to the younp adult and teenacer. From 1965 to 1979,
adults between 20 and 34 will account for nearly two-thirds of the nation’s total
population growth. An increase of 18% over the previous five years. By 1975
half of the population will be under 25.

The complexities of the market nlace, the proliferation of nroducts, the
power of advertisine, changing merchanising methods, and a wide array of prices
co—frort the consumer when he attempts to make rational, logical purchases. ~ales
personnel are often not well informed about the product they are selling: the e-
fore, they are of little help to the consumer,

Low income people are often sold poor quality merchandise at inflated prices

and pay List interest rates wvhen buying credit. Senior citizens are freauently
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susceptible to thz claims of Draudulent salesmen promotine insurance, housing,
food fads, he" '.th and other 'rac:ste.” Ifany senior citizens must live on reduced
incomes with Yittle wmarxin ¢ ervcr.

Despite the abundance ¢f faod and consumer purchasinec power, serious in-
adequacies exist in diets and food patterrs. There is a relationship between
nutrition and health. The link between nutrition and intelligente less well-
known. Malnutrition causes permarent damare to the brain and nervous svstem,
Research provides conclusive zviden:e that huncer virtuvally stops the learnine
process. [‘ational nutrition sarveys reveal that the majority of teenagers,young
adults, and older adults do nat eat procerly. Fifty percent of the school child-
ren do not eat an adequate brealfast before coming to school.

All family members eve low ir Vitamin C and Caleium. Three out of ten fam-
1lies' diets are low in these esseitials. Six out of ten rirls ard four cut of
ten boys are on a sub-nuirizisnal diet. The teenage diets are less adequate
than those of any other ape rroup. They are deficient in green and yellow veg-
etables as well as Vitamin C rich foods., Generally sirls are lower in Calcium
rich foods than are boys., OCver one-half of the teenagers suffer Irom inaceguate
nutrition. Over half the adulis drink less than the minimum requirement of milk.

Over half of the homemakers spend less than one hour per meal in prepara-
tion. A Mational survey breals it down this way 1/2 hour to prepare breakfast,
3/4 hour to nrepare the mid-day meal and 1 tour to prepare the evening meal.
fince the mediar number of school years completed by homemakers is 8.1, at least
one-half of the hoasemak:rs hzve nad no formal nutrition education. Less than

257 of the homemakers pian reals sc as to irclude a balanced diet for all members
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o7 il Larily group based on the 4 basic food groups. The tendency, whern i~ is
necesgnty to economize, is to cut on Vitamin C foods and milk.

frall familles spend more per person on meat, voultry, fish, eess, fruits
zad vegsetahies than do laree ones. In households containing 6 or more persons
enly 347 pet enough of the basic nutrients: by contrast, 55-60% of households
wiithr 2 to 4 members have balanced diets.

Doctors consider overweight one of our major local health problems. Since
the diet consumed by the major ethniec groups in this ponulation is heavy iu
starch foods, when activity decreases,weight is gained. T'any of the dietary
defleiencies are a result of trying to lose weight improperly.

Fcod prices have increased only slightly over the years: whereas, incomes
have risen considerably. ?Petween 1947-49 about 267 of a family's disposable in-
come went for groceries. In 1961, this was reduced to 20¥ 2.4 i 1777 to 177,
This 19% buys more convernlence and better guality than was available to-us - -2ven a
few vears before. A decade ago an hour's work boueht 2.3 pounds of chuck roast,
1.8 dozen eges, 6.5 quarts of milk, 2.6 loaves of bread, or 24 pounds of potatoes,
Today, one hour of worl is worth 3.3 pounds of chuck roast, 3.6 “ozen eges, 8.1
quarts of milk, 10.1 loaves of bread, or 29 pounds of potatoes. The averape fac-
tory worker in the U.S. today can purchase his family's monthly food needs with
just 37 hours of work as compared to 51 hours of work 10 years ago.

In two-person households 247% of the food dollar is svent on meals away fronm
heme. For families with children, excellent school lunches are provided at nor~

inal cost im all the schools in the Zounty. For those unable to afford these

meals free lunches are provided. Yew Praunfels is noted as a good place to eat
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with many outstanding restaurants which attract numerous tourists as well as a
large local following. The local eating establishments are usually extremely
crowded despite the fact that at least three of the restaurants have made addition
during 196€ and 1967 which about doubled their capacity. Additional eating
places are needed including private dinine facilities for serving barquets of 50
to 100 people.

In 1260 Comal County families averaged approximately $297 on clothing. ‘“ost
of this clothing was purchased in !'ew Braunfels but some was bought in nearby
towns. As a person's income rises the quality of the clothing purchased usually
increases. The amount spent by the white-collar worker i1s by necessity greater
than that spent by the industrial worker. The major price chanrces in the actual
cost of clothing in the past 10 years are a 207 increase in the cost of footuear
and 97 decrease in fabric by the yard and infants’ and toddlers’ clothing. There
has been a 47 drop in women's and eirls' apparel. There has been an Increase in
the nurber of homemakers wanting to conserve roney by making the expensive items,
such as suits, coats, and better dresses, for themselves and their daughters.
Local stores report a marked increase in the sale of fahric by yard durinm the
past several years indicating a renewed Interest in home sewing especially by the
teen-ager, young homeraler, and senior citizen.

The stability of the American family is challenced today by many social
forces. Tarly marriare, changing values, poverty, robility, anonymity, chaneine
roles of family members, and pressures and tenslons of technological society are
changine the role of the family, Transference of family functions to the cor-

munity threatens family stability. M“any basic problems in mental health and
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mental illness center around the home, farily living, and persopal adjustrent.

As this area becomes more urban and the pressures of everyday living increase
there has been a lessening of the close family tles for which this community has
long been noted. This break-douwn in family stability is evidenced.in Comal Count:
by the increase in crimes of major and minor nature by juvenile.

The increased affluence and the greater denands placed on the school age
young people by the school and coumunity has decreased the amount of work done
around the home by the present day teenager. The trend toward early marriage
reans that nany of these teeragers enter rarriage without the basic skills and
knowledge needed for home managenent and child rearing. One-third of today's
babies are born to teenage mothers.

Life is a continual process of maturing and adjusting to changing life roles
fromn the cradle to the grave. A healthy farily environment provides for the
development of children to their fullest and the adjustrent of both childrem and

adults in society.
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HEALTH AND PUBLIC VFLFART

The citizeng of Comal County are fortunate in that there are excellent
health facilities availatle to them in Vew Braunfels. There are twelve well-
trained and capable physiclans, nine equally well-trained dentists and nar medi-
cal personnel in adequate numher to afford comnlete care to people of the area.

The PMew Braunfels Tospital Incorporated was built in 1952 and expanded in
1961 and at the present time is heinpg expanded for a second time to brinp its
capacity to 80 beds. The laboratory facilities of this institution are ecual to
those found in much lareer communities. The "ew Braunfels ¥ospital Incorporated
is a private non-profit orpanization controlled¢ by a Board made up of the leading
business men of New Braunfels. The Hospital is a member of the American Fospital
Association, Texas Hospital Association, Alamo Area Hospital Counci), and is li-
censed by the Texas State Department of Tealth. The Fospital is approved by the
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Fospitals and 1s also an approved provicer
of services for Medicare beneficiaries. All doctors practicing in the Yew
Braunfels Iiospital are members of the Comal County !edical Soclety, TH#4a the AvA
and cther medical groups.

Colonial Manor, located at 821 Hiphway 81 west, 1s "'ew Praunfels' newest
and most modern nursing and convalescent home,

Accomodations are available for the care of both male and female, convales-~
cent, paralvtic, and elderly. A oualified and experienced staff headed by re~-
istered nurses is employed round the clock to give the best of care and consid-
eration to patients. In addition, rehabilation therapy is encouraged and uti-

1ized for post surgical, stroke and fracture cases. Intraverous and oxyzen ther-
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apy are alsoc used.

ir., and Yrs. Lenry Shaw, owners, have achieved a warm “family' atrosphere
with the help of the home-lilke appearance of Colonial Yaror. Fashioned in brick
veener, the building was patterned after the Southern mansions of loneg ago. The
Early American motif is carriled out again in tbe furnishinas of the livinp room,
dining room, and lounge. BReautifully furnished private and semi-private rooms
are available for residential as well as Intensive care.

Viell balanced, tasty meals are served in the dipning room or at the bedside.
Special diets are prepared as ordered by the attending physician.

Modern hospital equipment is used for intensive care and a nurse call svs-
tem is installed for every bed and bath. A complete laundry service and beauty
and barber shop service is available in the home itself., Special planned rec-
reation programs are conducted and church services are held repularly.

Colonial *fanor is a member of the American Fursing Fome Assoclation, Texas
Nursine Fome Association, participates in the Vendor Propram and Medicare, and
has been approved for Blue Cross and Blue Sheild benefits.

The Eden Yome for the Aged Incorporated is located on a 60 acre tract two
miles from the center of the town and 1/2 mile from the lew Fraunfels Hospital
Incorporated. This facility is owned by a corporation chartered under the non-
profit corporation laws of the State of Texas. It is sponsored by and receives
support from the South Central Conference of the Umited Thurch of Christ. It
is also supported by fees for services and gifts. About 8837 of the income is
derived from fees for services: the remaining 12% is derived from gifts, from

churches, or organizations and individuals., A number of cottages have hteen

55



constructed on the grounds of the Fden Yome by retired couples who have the right
to occupy these cottapes during their lifetime,

A large capable staff of nurses and aids provide round-the-clock care for
the 111 and infirm,as well as competent help for those residents who are in pood
health. There is a physician medical director in residence at the home. The
meals are prepared under the direction of a Dietician. Occupational therapy anc
physical therapy are provided for the residents. The services of a beautician
and barher are provided in the home. A commercial laundry is part of the eauip-
ment of the home. The Reslidence fuilding has a capacity of 76 beds and the liealth
Center Building has 30 beds. Ttiedical services are provided by the resident phy-
gician and the physicians of Yew Braunfels.

There are two other licensed Custodial Care Lomes available in Vew Braunfels,
the Flley Rest Home with 17 beds and the Schwamkrup Rest “ome with 10 beds.

The afford Clinical Laboratory 1is a privately owned commercial laboratory
on Seguin Street in the down-~town area.

Both the City and the County have health officers as well as sanitarians
and inspectors. A county-wide Health and Sanitatilon district was established
in 1959. This is one of the finest and is the first such district established
in a primarily rural county in the state of Texas. Under the orders of this
district, all eating places and food handlers of the county must meet rigid
health standards bhefore a permit to operate is issued by the Countv. A stand-
ard water, sewage, plumbing and electrical code has teen established throughout
the Health and Sanitation District. Surface and underground waters are protected

from contamination and pollution by the authority vested in the District.



The City - County welfare offices are located at 240 West Torrey Street.
The State Welfare Office is located in the Court liouse. Indigents applyine for
care to these offices are certified to the Mew Rraunfels Hospital when necessary,

No tax money is allocated toward..ary hospital or nursing home facility,

According to the Department of Public "Welfare annual repart for 1954 Comal
County residents benefited accordingly:

CLART MC. XIV

Program ¥o. of reciplents Yoney receivel

0ld age assistance 447 $320,459

Aid to families with 20 families 22,607
Dependent children .84 children

Aid to the Tlind 0 23

Aid to the permanently 11 9,591

& totally disabled
Family service 20

TOTAL $352,655

RATURAL RESOURCES

Comal County is very fortunate in having many valuable natural resources.
Some of these include the climate; beautiful, rolling, scenic hill country;
rivers and springs; Canyon Lake; abundant underground and surface water supplies
from the Comal Sprinpes and Guadalupe River; sand and gravel deposits, limestone
& rock,; cedar, and wild gane.

The abundant supply of high quality pure water from the Fdwards Undersround
Basin is beinp piped from wells drilled along the eastern edge of Comal and llays

counties to the water defecient areas of Comal, Yays and Guadalupe counties.
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This pio3zram started in 1962 with the formation of the Solms Water System. A 40
year loan of $130,000 was obtained from the Farmers Vome Administration to put
this water project intoc operation. Since 1964, three other rural water projects
have been developed to serve residents in Comal, Mays, and Guadalupe counties.
The table below will pive some idea as to the size of these projects. The Crys-
tal Clear and Green Valley projects are not completed: however, a portion of this
area is beinp served.

CiAnT 10, ¥V

NAME YEAR INSTALLEDR NINMBER LAND ARFA INITIAL
OF WATER {PUT INTO OF SEPVED COST
SYSTwF OPERATION) SUBECPITERS
Solns 1963 152 €,400 133,200
Green Valley 19€5 700 500,000 975,000
Crystal Clear 1965 535 384,000 850,000
Clear Sprinss 1865 125 3,500(Fst) A

When completed the Green Valley project will be the largest rural water
distribution system in the state with some 170 miles of main lines.

The impact of development and convenience in family livine in this nearly
1,000,000 acre area, most of which is in the i:ew Rraunfels trade territory, will
be tremendous in the future. The area served by these water systems cormprise
some of the richest apricultural land in Comal and Guadalupe Counties. Hain
water lines will serve the area along Inter-"tate "ighway 35 from Yorth to South
within 10 miles of the city limits of San Antonio, 40 miles of Austin, 5 miles
of Seguin, 10 miles of San !Marcos and to the city limits of ew Braunfels.

The cost of this water 1s higher thap in most cities: however it is priced
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within reason for residential and livestock use. ™any of the farmers and live-
stock producers living in this area have ponds which supply stock water durinp
wet periods and in the past have had to haul water during drouth periods. County
commissioners have helped in the water haulinpg with tank trucks for a small fee
during drouth periods.

The installation of these vater systems have opened a new area for live-
stock farming and residential development comparable to the construction of roads
and the nroviding of electrical service to an uninhabited area.

All-yeather roads, electricity and telephone service is avallable to almost
all of the area served by the rural water systemrs.

Fuge denosits of higl. crade lime for agricultural use and rock for road and
other construction uses supports two of the major industries in the County, U.S.
Gypsum and Servtex Company. There is still an abunlant supply of cedar for
posts in the hill country evenr though it has teen cut heavily for the past 30
years.

Natural Bridge Caverns, discovered in 1960, is Texas' larpest known cave.

Tt is located midway between Yew Praunfels and San Antonio, only a fer miles
distance from Inter-state tighway 35. The cave was opened to the puhlic durins
the summer of 1964. The cave's value as a tourist attraction is discussed under
Commerce and Industry.

Deer leases and deer hunters add 5$200,MN annually to the economy of the
county. This is discussed in more detail under the section on Commerce and In-
dustry.

Canyon Reservoir has also had a decisive irpact on the economy of the county



as 1s shown In the Commerce and Industry section,

CONSERVATICI OF NATURAL RFSOURCIS

Our nation is blessed with an abundance of soil end water resources. OQur
people have used these resources to provide food, fiber and raw material for in-
dustrial use necessary to attain a standard of living that is unsurpassed.

Qur resources are not, however, inexhaustible. They must be cared for and
used wisely so that their productiveness will be continuing. To assure their
wise use, we need basic facts about the physical problems of conservation, thei:-
magnitude and relative urgency, as well as our expanding population needs,

S0il, water, forest and range conservation is the protection, use; main-
tenance and improvement of these resources to best serve our nation in providin-
adequate food, fiber, forest products, recreation and wildlife resources now and
in the future.

During the period of 1959-61, a groun of resource agency representatives
held a proup of meetines in Comal County to make an inventory of soil and water
conservation needs In this county. These meetines were keld as a part of a na-
tion-wide inventory, set up by the Secretary of Aericulture. The purpose of the
inventory is to provide land and water resource data that will he useful to Fed-
eral, State, and local agencies and private interests for efficient planninr,
programming, research adminstration and lepislation affecting soll and water re-~
sources. The information is significant to the economy of the people of Comal
County.

The figures presented here are estimates. They represent the best combined

judgments of the Conservation ieeds Committee, based on iInformation available
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LAND USE ~ PRESENT AND

EXPECTED CPANGES 1958-1975

LAND USE LAND USFE
LAND GROUPS 1958 . 1¢75
A. Crop Land -
1. Dry 40,910 42,903
2, Irrigated - -
BE. Range and Pasture T
1. Brushy Range, Open Range 20,456 15,028
2. Tame pasture and meadow 1,27¢ 5,081
3. Forest (non-commercial) (107 or 283,746 274,096
more cover of trees, oak, cedar,
etc.)
C. Other Land T
1. In farms 1,913 2,213
2. Yot in farms -~ 635
NET CEANGE IN IMVIHTORY XXXAKXKX 5,585
ADJUSTFED INVENTORY 343,316 343,31¢

Total Land in Urban and Fuilt Up Areas

(Acres) 13,979

Total Land Area in County - 362,230

Taken from Comal County Inventory of Soil
and "ater Conservation Veeds-1962. Com-
plied by SCS, ASCE, ACS, Coral-Yays Soil
Conservation Nistrict and Parls and Game

Commission

CUART M0, YVI
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ESTIMATE OF NEEDS FOR CONSERVATTIO!N TREATMENWT
ON TXPECTED CROPLANT ACREAGE 1952-1975
CROPLA¥D CHART V0. ¥VII
Acreage ade-
quately treated Acreare needing

Total or treatment treatment & feasible
Type pf problem acreagpe not fezsible to treat

1.
Frosion by 25,160 5,050 13,118
ind or water
or both

2,
Land on which 297 200 7
the dominant
problem is '
excess water

Land on which the 9,223 1,910 ) 7,305
dominant problems |
are caused by un-
favorable goil
conditions

L,
Land on which the 2,383
dominant problems
are caused bv
climate conditions

239 2,595

Land with no problems 5,340
that limit use

Total acreage of I 42,903 B, 546 29,017
cropland '
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ESTIMATE OF NEEDS FOR CONSERVATION TREATMENT

ON EXPECTFD ACREAGE OF GRAZING LAI'DS IV COMAL COURTY 1958-1975

CPART MC. ¥

¥on-Commercial

Pasture Pange : Forest Grazed
]
b
Total Area 5,081 15,923 : 278,006
Area not needing treat- 4,827 0 15,000
ment or not feagsikle to
treat
Area needing treatment 4,827 15,023 263,096
Types of problems & Area
effected
1.
Establishment of a 3,305 4] 5,N00
Vegatative cover '
2.
Improvement of 728 5,102 25,000
Vegatative cover
3- ;
Protection of 396 ‘ 3,636 226,096
Vegatative cover l !
from over-grazing ; ;
4. |
Fine 3,636 ; 15,000
5. 'g
Fncroachment of 1,522 7,636 ! 223,731

woody & noxious
plants
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According to Conservation tables needs--the most pressing problem on crop-
land {s the control of erosion caused principally by water whieh involves 10,110
acres which is about one-half of the cropland. Approximately 2/3 of the cropland
needs some conservation treatment. The same is true of the pasture, rarze and
non-commercial forest land used for prazine: more than 907 of this area needs
some treatment. Overerazine, involvine 223,096 acres;and encroachment of brush,
invelving 223,731 acres, point out areas of preatest need for conservation treat-
ments.

Some of the most pressing conservation needs involve flood control dams on
the Comal Creek Tatershed which would give protection to the city of !ew Braunfels
during periods of flash floods as well as to thousands of acres of pasture ani
cropland, These flood retention dams, most of which would not hold water, would
place this flood water underground in the Fdwards reservoir from which San Antonio,
the city of lew Braunfels and other cities depend unon as a source of water for
domestic, industrial and recreational uses. Tstimated cost of construction of
these flood control dams is in excess of $1,700,000.

The Comal River Tasin covers approximately 82,000 acres, nearly cone-fourth
of Comal County. Few Braunfels and Comal County has suffered extensive property
damage and even loss of life when flasa floods followed heavy precipitation in
the Comal River (*atershed. The compact shape of the watershed and the relatively
steep slope intensify the flood stage after a heavy rain, concentratine the entire
mass of water into the narrow channel through iew Praunfels in a brief period.

The Cormal County Commissioner’'s Court and the Comal-Fays-Guadalupe Soil Con-

servation District submitted an application for Public Law 56 assistance to con-
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trol floods on Comal Creelk 'atershed in 195€, This application was disaoproved
under the criterion of that time.

In 1957 the County constructed tie Vopel Dam, for the approximate cost of
$30,000. In 1958, a bond issue of 3257 ,MN0 was passed to construct additional
floodwater retarding structures. The 'ikel-Blank Dam was completed in June, 1985,
These two dams control the run-off fron approximately 8200 acres or anwrovimate- -
1y 11% of the watershed.

The original Public Law 566 has been revised so that the flood damages oc-
curring in an urtan area can be used in determining the cost-benefit ratio of a
flood control project. The Comal County Commissioner's Court and the Comal-tavs-
Guadalupe Soil Conservation District subritted- another applicatién’.for Pubtlic Law
566 to the State Soil Conservation Board ir OQctober, 1964. This application was
approved by the State foll Conservation Poard as beins feasible. The County is
now awaitine a planning survey and worl nlan to be made by the Soil Conservation
Service.

The Yorlk Cree! "atershed lies in the Southeast vortion of Coral County, and
in Hays and Guadalune Counties. A Public law 5€€ project was beour on the Yorl
CreeX Watershed in 1957. This project includes l6& floodwater retarding structure
{4 of which are in Comal County) and 2C miles of channel improvement. As of e~
cember, 1965, 14 of the structures have heen comnleted and the final two are ready
for Construction. The construction contracts will he let in the spring of 19¢%,

With the technical assistance from the Comal-Fays-Guadalup Soil Corservation
Tistrict and financial assistance fror Agricultural Stabilization and Conservatior

Service, farmers and ranchers of Comal County have constructed 642 ponds for



livestosk water, 377,605 feet of diversion terraces, 66f acres of prassed water-
ways, and about 2,000,000 feet of terraces.

Hany of the farm ponds serve a dual purpose, that of providire water for the
livestock and recreation.

Yost of the new terraces beine comstructed ir Coral Countv are par2llel.
Parallel. terrace comstruction elininates mest of the polnt rows that are asscclat-
ed with resular terraces. They are easier to vor' with the larre, modern farm

nachinery.
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AGRICULTURE

Agriculture has played an irmportant part iz the econonmy and develeopment of
Comal County in the past and will continue to be an Important source of income
for many years. Yuch of the terrain of Comal County 1s rugge? and unsuitable for
cultivated crops so its best use is for livestock production. Witk the use of
fertilizer and Improved varieties of crops per zzre, yields continue to increase.

The major cash crops are grain sorghum, corn, small srains (oats, wheat and
barley) ‘zud hay crops. The principle livestock preduced are cattle, goats,
sheep, dairy and swine. The poultry industry consists primarily of laying flocks
kept for egg production.

The fipgures and explanation on the farm characteristics in Charts 19, 20,
and 21 were taken from Robert 'I. Caldwell and Associates FEconomic Study of Comal
County and shown in Report i'o. 1.

"The general farm characteristics for farms in the county are outlined in
Chart 19. The farm acreape has increased from an averase of 45i.1 acres to 499.0
acres and the averape value of the farm has increased from $11,252 to $34,295.

As pointed out previously, the number of workers engaged in apricultural pursuits
has decreased rore than 27% during the last decade. Mechanization of operations
has been a primary factor in the decrease of agricultural workers. Conversely,
mechanization caused the increase in the average farm size. Inecreases have also
resulted in the dollar value of the farm. Improved farming practices have in-
creased the productivity of the average farm.”

"Comparative farm characteristire “ztr2or Comal County and the five neighbor-
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ing counties, Bexar, Blanco, Guadalupe, Mays, and Kendall, are shown in Chart 20.
0f the six counties, Comal County is fourth in avera~e fars size and acres of
cropland harvested. It is third in the nurber of farms, and sixth in the land
area in farms. The value of Comal County farm products sold, field crops, and
dairy products, representing a total of $35%,503 and $316¢,335 respectively, ranl
fourth."”

"Livestocl: and livestock products, with a value of 51,895,306 ranks fifth.
Poultry products seld, valuel at $262,551, ranks sixth, and forest products sold,
valued at $11,3¢C ranks first.”

"The trends in value of farm products sold in Comal County frow 1744 to 1959
is shown in Chart 21. The total dollar value of all farm proucts sold was
$1,041,125 in 1944, and by 195% had risen to $2,439,57¢, an increase of 1347 in
fifteen years. In 1964 the value of all azricultural products sold was $27,356,128.
The value of all crops sold increased from $206,178 in 1959 to $359,503 in 1984,
Livestock and livestock products increased from $1,560,408 in 1954 to 51,865,306
in 1964. The 1959 census indicated $2,160,265 of livestock products. From 1959
to 1564 there was a decrease of $264,25%9. 2f this amount, livestock and livestoch
products, other than dairy and poultry products, irncreased from $5603,05% to
$1,625,387, an increase of 170%. Dalry oroducts Jecreased to $3156,835 by 1964,
The value of forest products and horticultural crops sold increased from $13,133
to $38,032 in 19€4. Greenhouse and nursery nroducts sold in 1954 amounted to
$26,678,"

"Farm land use in Comal County from 1544 to 1759 is sho' n in Chart 24. Total

farm land used during this period decreased by approximately 1,100 acres. Var-
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vested cropland decreased from 31,554 acres in 1944 to 26,182 acres. The averz-

of pastured woodland also decreased from 211,5¢3 to 156,085 acres. Total land

area devoted to pasture has decreased from 226,940 acres to 224,73° acres. a

difference of 2,201 acres.’
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GENFRAL CUAPACTERISTICS FOR FARMS,
FAPY OPELATORS AUy FAPM LAROR

COMAL COUNTY, 1945-1359
CUART 10, X1ZX

Farms

Mumber

Average Size (Acres)

Average Value (Tollars)
Farm Operators

On Farm

Mot on Farm

Worked 0ff Farm

Vorked Qff Farm 100
Days or “ore

Status of Operator
Full Ouvmer
Part (wner
Manager
Tenant

Farm Labor

Family "orlers, Including

Operators
Hired ''orkers

N/A - Information Mot Available

1945 1954 1959 1964
717 697 646 605
451.1 LEL.6 499,90 462

$11,250 $34,306 $34,295 $71,280
709 594 546 439

- 38 23 109
90 3g0 344 325
90 261 275 217
43¢ 503 469 433
91 119 114 116
17 o 3 3
121 66 €0 53
- 1,077 336 1,752
- 16 137 85

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S. Census of Agriculture, 19593, 1¢54,

1959 (Last Available Report)

RESFARCH RBY: Robert ', Caldwell and Associates



COMPARATIVE FARM CHARACTERISTICS
COMAL AND SURROUMDING COUNTIES

CFAPRT NO. XX

1L

COVAL BEXAR RLANCO GUADALUPE ____ TAYS YENDALL
Yumber of Farms
1944 717 3,570 674 2,566
v s 1,037 711
1554 €27 2,772 574 2,097 872 713
1952 646 1,950 516 1,883 &40 605
1964 505 1,864 474 1,208 591 590
Averare Sime
1944 451.1 165.6 €24.6 148.6
4. . 353.8
1€5¢, 461.6 192.5 730.9 1566.5 416.8 o2
1950 409.0 296.1 92&.7 191.¢ 571.0 523'3
1964 LE2.0 370.0 1000.0 191.0 £19.0 598.7
Value of Farm Products
1944 $1,041,185 7,08¢,830 1,096,282 3,068,185 1,484,577 1,035,222
1954 1,731,333 3,938,322 2,247,003 5,402,003 2,943,532 1,827,572
1959 2,439,576 14,117,370 3,275,719 7,225,422 G,4€7,61% 2:135:561
1964 2,356,128 17,334,367 3,498,611 7,942,994 3,113,030 2,715,262
Field Crops Sold
1944 $ 151,000 2,300,402 161,183 1,820,676 257,093 124,904
1954 155,036 1,98C,029 26,951 2,653,798 720,57¢ 64 770
1059 206,177 3,50F, 537 150,339 3,613,025 752,460 172,015
1964 350,533 7 ACH A4 0302 3,472,613 825,723 174,234
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CHAI'T NMO. XX CONTINUED

Livestock Products Sold

1944
1954
1359
1964

Dairy Products Sold

1944
1954
1959
1964

Poultry Products Sold

1944
1954
1959
1964

COMAL BEFAR BLANCO GUADALUPE PAYS RENDALL
$§ 581,071 5,675,824 931,300 2,038,690 1,183,748 898,751
1,568,408 6,956,027 2,217,604 2,747,547 2,219,175 1,736,130
2,160,265 10,599,607 3,123,669 70,807 5,700,623 1,956,570
1,895,306 7,494,945 2,110,325 2,251,630 6,475,371 1,478,103
$ 135,285 2,843,519 31,615 353,175 241,983 84,262
213,905 3,434,803 154,962 591,352 484,757 1199295
347,960 3,972,360 255,903 724,290 1,122,474 154,499
316,835 3,362,183 283,136 992,825 589,805 456,175

$ 142,727 724,242 173,014 641,740 132,759 167,026
250, 228 594,360 490,946 693,627 216,176 292,701
186,918 505,064 660,597 710,732 241,025 280,324
262,551 329,846 751,094 596,290 119,933 462,681

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S. Census of Agriculture, 1950, 1954, 1959, 1964

PESEARCF BY:

(Last available report)

Robert W. Caldwell and Associates



Annual income from Agriculture is affected by rainfall, prices, and povernment
programs. Land use is affected by government programs guch as the Soil Pank and
Conservaticn Teserve Program as shown on pare 79.

Arother influence on land use is the development of housing sub-divisions,
roads, lales, and other non-aericultural public and nrivate uses. Several hundred
acres are taken from agriculteral use annually for other uses. Within the nast
four years 52 sub-divisions have been established and an estimated 500 houses
have been built, all of which are in the rural area. *any small tracts of 5-15
acres are being sold that are not listed as sub-divisiors,

Land values in Comal County, as in most other counties, have risen beyond
the price farmers and ranchers can afford to pay for practical apricultural use.
Pressure from peonle in industry entering the market for the hill country area
has priced this land at £202 or more per acre., The estimated average carrving
capacity is one animal unit for each 15 acres. This misht consist of cattle,
poats, sheep or a combination of the three. In figurine stocking rates in the
hill country we must take into consideration an estimated 75,070 deer.

The farm land in the eastern part of the county is more reasonably priced:
however, very little is for sale and usually only in small tracts. This area is
also beins influenced by urbanization from Mew PBraunfels, San Artonio, Austin and
San Marcos as a result of water being riped to this area for residential use.

As land values increase, taxes berin to increase. This is foreirp landowners
dependent upon agriculture to be more attentive to production records and land
use. The use of fertilizer to increase crop yield is fairly new in Comal County.

At present only a small percentapge, approximately 10¥%, are using chemical
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fertilizers on a portion or all of theilr crops. In 1959 there vere 192 tons of
fertilizer used on 3,375 acres of land in Comal County. In 192€4 the acreage
increaszed to 6,763 with 317 tons of fertilizer. 1ot all the fertilizer was used
for crop production. Uome ovners fertilize lawns, ornamentals, frvit trees and
home gardens. Although we know the use of fertilizer on cropland is increasing,
it is difficult to determine the extent of such use due to the preatly accelerated
urban use.

The estimated yield of 5,5C0 acres of grain sorghum planted in Comal County
In 19€4 was 30 bushels per acre, while neiehboring Guadalupe County averaged 41
bushels on 45,000 acres. Cince ew Braunfels is located orn the eastern edece of
Comal County a large portion of the grain sorghum planted in Guadalupe County is
within the "ew Praunfels trade territory.

Very little change can be made in land use pattern of the hill country be-
cause of the terrain and soils,

Improving the production of desirable grasses, yet leaving brush and tree
cover for deer and the desirable species on which deer and eoats can browvse,
should te considered in land use planning. Land use for recreation as a sunple-
mental source of income has a lot of possitility for the land owners alonz the
Cuadalupe Viver, the major highways, and other scenic areas. Camoing sites,
fishing, summer vacation accomodations for families or for youth, such as boys
and girls camps, are some of the possibilities for future land use as sources of
income. As the population increases and as tourist traffic increases, businesses
such as country stores, restaurants, recreation and business services of various

kinds will offer opportunity for those interested. The farm land in the eastern
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part of the county also has recreationzl potentials in fish production from ponds,
and in dove and quail hunting. "ooded areas in this region also have some deer.
If cover were nrovided, deer nurmbers would increase- “owever, they would become

a problem to those crop farmers nearby.

The table below points out changes in livestock numbers durine the past 29

years.
LIVESTOCY MNUMBERS 1945-1960
CUART 10. ¥¥I
1945 1850 1955 1960 1944
Beef Cattle 11,447 10,473 12,582 11,711 21,3922
(Including heifers
that have calved)
Nairy Cattle 2,171 1,790 1,493 1,025
(iilk cows)
Sheep & Lamhs 45,0492 30,005 25,6848 27,51¢ 25,121
Swine 2,005 2,024 1,6n¢ 2,177 2,128
(Including oips)
Goats 51,427 32,1413 23,704 37,026 22,000
Chickens A €2,9385 52,833 57,861 54,989

* NOT AVATLATLE

Beef cattle numbers have remained shout the sare the nast 2" years. The
1965 estirate 1s near 13,007 which is a little inerease over 1955 estimate of

12,582. The beef cattle numbers listed are cows and heifers that have had a calf.
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‘lost of the calves are sold at weaning age. Very few are creep fed or dry lot
fed before going to market. Ouality of the beef cattle is pood. fneus, Fereford,
and Santa Gratrudis are the predominant “reeds. ‘iany ranchers are beginnine to
do some crosstreeiing,

Lairy cattle numbers have declined about 507 during the past 20 years with
the 1264 estimate beilng arotind 1,025, These ficubes include cows millked on farms
and ranches as well as those from Grade A Dairies. There are only four dairies
in the County. The disappearance of the family milk is reflected in the nurher
of farrme reporting milch cows. In 1950 there were 1,3C2 and in 1960 only 2fC
and an estimate for 1965 shows around 200,

cheep numbers have dropped from 45,049 in 1245 to an estimated 21,000 in
13€5, The breeding still remains predominantly fine wool breeds; however, there
has been some crossbtreeding to produce heavier and better market lambs. FEven
thousgh the sheep numbers have declinec, the number of farms ard ranches reportinc
sheep has remained about the same. 1In 1950 there were 274 farms and ranches re-
norting sheep' in 1955, there were 253 and in 1960, there were 264. This would
menr. the averace sheep flock is about half the size of a flock in 1345 .

Swine numbers have dropped from near 3,000 head to an estimated 1,570 head
in 1965. The swine figures, as talen from the Census record, do not show total
yearly pnroduction but only the nurber on farms and ranches at the time the Census
was taken. Unlike sheep, swine numbers have dropped and the number raising swire
have also dropmed as shovm by the following fipures. In 1750 - 3¢5 farms report-
ed swine, in 1955 - 269, in 1960 - 234 and in 1265 it is estimated that swine

are razised on less than 150 farms and ranches.



Goat numbers have remained fairly stable for the past 15 years: however, the
estimate for 1965 would be helow the 1263 figure of 27,512 by some 2,000, fhe
number of farms reporting poats has varied very little during the nmast 15 years;
this means the flock size either goes up or down. The number reportins goats has
varied from 200-225 the nast 20 years.

Poultry production has remained fairly constant for the past 15 years. The
greatest chanee has been the number raising poultry as shown by the following

fipures of those reporting egg production.
CUART 1I0. XI1

Year 1945 1950 1955 1960

Farms Feporting Lgg 542 513 394 284
Production

The 1965 estimate would probably be less than 200

T:ore hos been sore Jafinite channes in crops ~rown during the past 20 vesrs
as shown in the chart below. One can see that Ying Cotton has left Comal County.
Graln Sorghum is replacing corn as the major warm season cash crop. Acreage
planted to cool season small erains, oats, wheat and tarley have shown a slight
increase. These small grains are used for grazing and hay and some are harvested
for prain. The individual farrer's or rancher's livestock propram will ditermine
if the oats and barley will be prazed out, cut for hay, or corbiped for pgrain.

This may vary frorm year to year because of yield, weather conditiors or other

reasons.
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CPART Y0. XXIIT
Crop Production -Acres-

Year 1945 1950 1955 1960 1964
Cotton 632 61¢ 379 197 15.4
Sorghum for Grain 1,029 2,565 2,862 6,681 7,500
Corn 15,886 11,546 4,868 4,949 3,000
Oats 3,574 11,827 - 10,760 11,000
Theat 473 2,304 - 154 1,000
Parley —-— 98 - 363 500
Flax - 1ne 75 40 n
Hay — 3,584 5,125 6,609 6,700
Pecans Marvested Lbs. 7,675 20,197 2,473 13,041 -

Acreage cut for hay has increased steadily for the past 15 years, but the
county still does not produce as much as is needed for supplewental winter ‘fiedin-
of livestock raised in the county. Some farmers and ranchers still like to ‘eed

falfa hay which is not produced 1in the County. Accurate fieures zre rot avall-
able on acres seeded to sorghum; sudan hybrids and sudan grass for summer crazing,
silage and hay. lMore acres, however, are beilng planted to temporary summer pas-—
tures each vear.

As stated earlier, povernrment programs have influenced the acreage and land
uge of craopland as is shown hy the Soil Pank Prosram in the following chart.

This was taken from crop production and the averape payment was approximately $10

per acre.
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CHART 1'0. ZXIV

Year 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1265
Acres 2,810 2,555 1,959 1,521 581 447
Payment $28,101 25, 550 19,590 5,216 5,213 b7

The Soil Bank Propram was replaced by the Feed Grain Program in 1960. Sinc.
that time no new contracts under the Soil Bank Program have been made and pav-
ments being made now are for those contracts that have not expired.

The following table shows the participation of the land owners in the Feed

Grain Program for 1963-19A5. TFiecures for 1961 and 1°9(2 were pot avallable.
CEAPT r1nio. XXV

Year ) 1963 1964 185
Number of Farms Participating 141 132 147
Acres Niverted {Not Planted) 2,857 3,510 3,813
Diversion Payment and Support Price 42,794 $55,353 £69,960
Average Payment Per Acre for Tiversion 511,00 514,23 $14.50

Grain eligible for diversion are barley, erain sorehum, and corn, The crops and

acreage diverted 1n 1965 were as follows-

Corn 1,199 acres
Grain Sorghum 2,579 acres
Barley 35 acres

From this we can assume that almost 4,072 acres will be diverted to the feed grain

program if the price of grain and payment per acre stays at iear this level.
Another part of the ASCS program is the Agricultural Censervation Payment

Program in vhich the land owner shares on arproximately a 50-5C cost basis. The

amount of Federal monmey allotted to the County is approximately $30,007 annually.
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Most of this money is spent on brush control practices, defered grazing, scil and
water conservation, and improvement practices. Planting of Coastal bermuda, 2
and Medio bluestems have been popular practices for the past few years. Grasses
are beinc seeded or sodded on lands that need protection frorm erosion and are not
well suited for crop production. This cost share proeram helps landowners to
carry out the conservation needs.

COMMERCE & INDUSTRY

The development of an industrial economy in Yew Braunfels and Comal County
has been rather remarkable. Few communities the size of l'ew Braunfels car boast
of an equal develorment. There were 19 industrial establishnents in 1947, 21 in
1956, and 31 in 1965, Imployment increased from 1,515 persons in 1947 to 1,797
persons in 1950 and 4,004 in 1965, These fipures, however, are not entirelv com-
parable since persons enumerated hy the employment groups may not reside in the
countv of employment. "ages paid to the manufacturing group increased from
$3,187,000 to S56,46(G,000 between 1947 and 1952. Total wages paid for all employed
persors totaled 513,537,344 in 19¢4.

Retail sales stiounted to %29,171,700, vholesale sales arounted to $4,8253,0n0
while total income was $34,102,002. The 1964 income from tourists was estimated
to be over $2,000,000. The value of lime, rock, sand and eravel mined in 1264
was over $3,0C0,000,

Tourism, which has for many vears been a major industry in the county, adds
over $2,0n0,000 each year to the economy of the county., A tourist dollar is new
money brought into the area which 1s widely distributed among different business

establishments. & partial brea'down of these expenditures by tourists include

80



some $458,0N0 for lodginm anid $1,563,030 spent for food, auto, drugs, clothing,

souvenirs and other itmes or services.

The Chamber of Commerce nrovided the following current list of industries

located in the county.

Cater Frock Co.

City Pakery

Coca-Cola Bottling Co., Inc.
Comal PBroadcasting Co.

Comal ilosiery Mills

Comette Fosiery Mills

Daniels Sipns

4. Dittlinger Poller tills

Div. of the Flour Mills of

America Inc.

i'adlock & Fox Manufacturing Co.
avetost To%dinat Thow

“eimerts Lalectomitt ¢ Welding Chop

The Tay Co., Inc.
Kay-Dee Products

Erhardt I'raft Co.
Lower Colorado Piver Authority

M"isrion Valley ilills
Coral Cottons

¥oeller’s Takery
laegelin’s FEakery

V¥ational Transport Corp.

Mew Braunfels Herald Publishing Co.
(Herald & Zeitung-Chronicle)

New Braunfels Produce

Mew Braunfels i:3n Worke

Mew Braunfels Leather Co., Inc.
New Braunfels ?fattress Factory
Mew Praunfels Smokehouse

e Braunfels Stone Co.

01' Ee-~gy i1k Co.

Pat's Trim Shop

Nahe Packing Co.

tichards & Kruecer Co.

Tuppel Sinons

Schwab's ¥achine & Welding Shop
Servtex laterinls Co., Inc.
South Texas Ice Co,

Southern ietals

United States Gypsum Co.
United Gas Zorp.

Jork Clothes Rental Service Co.
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Comal County is more attractive to touriste, industrv, retired¢ people and
others as a place to visit or live than it has been in any period since 1050,
Pesidential development is talineg nlace faster ipn the rural area thar within the
city lirits of lew Lraunfels as shown by the nonulation chart.

The Comal County Charber of Commerce and Tward of City Development has a
tourist informetion office on the main plaza each year fror liay throush Labor

Lay

in Sentember.

The table helow lists the number of cars an’ occupants hy month that recis-

tered and requested informatior fror the tourist lidrector Jurire 1745,

Month o, of Uays Figures "ere Taken Yo. of Jars  Total i'o. of Peonle
May 10 135 SIN
June 26 &3t 1,57%
July 2¢ G52 2,425
August 2z 23 2,400
September 5 182 417
Totals 95 1,972 7,414

SOURLE OF INFORIATION: Millie Harbach, Tourist Firector.

Most of the people that top at the rourist center request inforratior on
lodgine accomedations, nlaces of interest to visit, and Jirections to nlaces
they would like to visit. Two out of three of the car erouns are lootin: for
camping and picricling sites. The preatest percentage of the visiters as talen

from the adresses listed are fro~ t' = Gulf Coast area. Mnly a small percont of

=50
k3



the tourists that visit the county stop at the tourist center.

There are approximately 20 lodging facilities in the community; four camps
are located on the Comal Tiver within the city limits. There are numerous private
outdoor camping facilities along the Guadalupe River. Turing weekends from May
through Labor Day almost all lodging and camping areas are filled.

Canyon Reservoir, 17 miles northwest of ilew Erazunfels is now completed.
Around the Z06 mile shoreline of the lake there are seven public use areas that
were developed by the Corps of Engineers. The parl, with a2 marina complex, was
constructed on the northwest side of Canyon Park point. It contains a restau-
rant, concession and drink stand, floating docl, gasoline pumps, boat storace
facilities, boat rental and supplies, fishing bait and suuplies, drinking water,
sanitary facilities, a camping area, plcnic facilities, and a trailer area.

The povernment has constructed a $1 million recreational area for wilitary
personnel., The reservation, named Fort Sam Houston Recreational Area, covers
100 acres of land and provides a place for the service personnel and employees
to spend weekends.

Public recreation areas include drinkine fountains, toilet facilities and
picnie facilities. Park and roac comstruction is estimated to cost $1,750,000.

Canyon reservoir is one of the most beautiful lakes in Texess, situated in
the picturesque hill country with a conservation pool level of 909 feet above
mean sea level. Surface acres of water will vary from 8,024 at conservation peool
level to 12,870 acres at top flood control pool level. This entire area can not
miss being one of Texas' major tourist centers in the years shead.

There are some 20 to 30 subdivisions of various sizes that have been laid



out in the vicinity of the lake and along the river below the dam. These subdi-
visions contain approximately 16,000 lots with around 357 having been sold. An

estimated 370 houses have heen erected in this area within the past 4 years.

There is an estimate’ 75,000 to 30,000 deer in Comal County. Three hundred
thirty landowners lease hunting rights with an averapge of eigcht lessees per lessor.
e can safely say there are over 3000 individuals tryine to tapg a deer during
the season. ifany of the hunters live outside the county and make several trips
to their lease during the season and at other times during the year. The price
of leases vary usually from 350 to $157 per gun. One hundred dollars per pun is
considered a conservative estimate of the amount spent annually by each lessee
for thelr lease, supplies and services purchased while in the county durine the
year. So you can figure this industry worth $205,000 annually and these dollars
are scattered throughout the county among rany different businesses and incdivid-
uals.

In 1264 an estimated 1700 bucks and 2240 doe were killed in the county. In
1964 the county was under the ~arks and Wildlife Service rerulatory game law and
hunters were permitted to take both does and spike bucks. One doe permit was
issued for each 20 acres. 1In 1965 the county reverted back to the State lepis-
lative Game Laws and hunters were permitted to take only buck deer with two or
more points. Figures are not available on the 1965 deer kill in the county.

Game authorities state 1t is safe to take 20% annually of the deer population in
a given area without danger of a population decrease. In 1967 the County arain

reverted to the State Regulatory Authority.
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Another new addition to the tourist industry is Matural Bridpe Caverns. The
caverns are located in the southwestern portion of Comal County, midway between
Mew Braunfels and fan Antonio, off highwav 1863, The name is derived from a 6C
foot natural limestone bridge smanning the setting of the cavern.

Fatural Pridge Cavern 1s the largest known cavern in Texas and was discovered
March 27, 1960 by four students from 3t. ‘Mlarv's University of San Antonio. De-
velopment was becsun on “larch 25, 13562 and the caverns were opened to the public
on July %, 19¢4, From that date to Jecerber 1965, over 70,200 neople fron everv
state in the Union, Canada, lexico and forty-four foreign countries have visite
the caverns.

The caverr has various interesting features that prormise to make it one of
the major tourist attractions in the United States. The cavern is almost 1GC¥
active, which means that it is active and etill srowing. Tormations such as soda
straws, fried enpgs, stalactites, helictites, stalasmites, columms and totem poles
are found in the caverns. Tt is a majlor vertebrate paleontologic cave with 45,900
varieties found. Tentative and partial faunal list has been compiled and is being
studied at the University of Texas.

LOCAL GOVERITIENT

The county povernment is composed of a County Judepe and four cormissiorers.
Tach comlssioner represents a precinct and is elected for a term of 4 years by the
people of his particular precinct. The County Judpe is elected for a four vear
term by all ouvalified voters in the county. The responsibilities of the Countwv
Commissioners Court are set forth by state law. They are responsible for fi-

nancinz the county government, county roads, law enforcement, some welfare ratters,
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and many other duties. The 1565 county tax evaluation was $25,€00,9C00 and the
county tax rate is $1,.69 per $100 evaluatjon. In 1967 the county evaluation was
increased to $33,148,650, The county tax rate was reduced to $.83 per $100 eva-~
luation.

The Cormissioners’ Court foresaw the rapid development of sub-divisions in
the rural area resulting from the construction of Canyon Nam, cevelopments alonp
the Guadalupe River. alony Interstate Fighway 35, and the overflow of people from
Eexar County into the western part of Comal County: so, the Comal County Sanitary
vistrict was formed. Coral was one of the first counties in Texas to forr such
a district. The purpose was to control pollution of wells and streams for the
protection of the citizens. Anyone drilling a well must first get a nermit and
the site must be inspected by the County l'ealth Sanitarian. FHe also must approve
location of waste disposal systems. Only septic tanls may be installed and these
must be in accordance with the State Tiealth Lepartment specifications as to ade-
quate size of septic tank and drain fields. The county at the present time is
developing building codes similar to city regulations in repard to electrical
wiring, plumbing, and heating. The county has about 4C0 miles of roads ana ap-
proximately 350 miles are paved.

lew PFraunfels with a population of approximately 12,500 is the only incorpor-
ated city in the county. The voters of "ew Eraunfels in lovember 13¢%; anproved
a new city charter establishing a City-llanager form of povermment. The ity Cour-
cil is composed of seven persons elected from the city at larpe. The Council
elects one of 1ts merbers to serve as lfayor. The Mayor is expected to preside at
the meetings of the City Council and represent the city at civic and cultural

events. The Council hires a City Manager who handles the acdminstration of the



city government.

The water system and electrical service is city owned and operated under =
utility board. United Gas Company serves the city with natural gas and one ¢f
their district offices is located in !ew Braunfels. All utility rates are very
reasonable and the service is excellent. The city has an outstanding fire depart-
ment that is well staffed and equipped and volunteer fire departrients serve
Spring Branch and Canyon City.

The City of Mew Braunfels and the 'ew Braunfels Independent Scheol Listrict
are in the process of combining their tax offices. The assessed tax valuation on

personal and real property in the City of ilew Braunfels will te approximately

§55,00G0,000 and the new tax rate will be set at about 60¢ per $10C valuation.

ARTAS OF PROGPAI EMPLASIS, AJOR PROTLFS
ANT LOMG RATGE OBJECTIVES Ti AGRICULTURE

COHMEERVATION AND RANGE MANAGEALNT
LAJOR PRODLEMS

Trom the analysis of the county situation by the County Program Euildine
Comnittee, a number of opportunities for increasing the apricultural income of
the county have been pointed out that will tie in with nroprans and objectives «f
the Chamber of Commerce, local governments, civic organizations, and other gruugs.

1. All phases of soil and water conservation need to be expanded and erph-
sized. This problem effects every citizen of Comal County, both rural and urban.
Run-off water not only damapes farm and rarch land, but by causing flash floods
and overflows, menaces the urban area as well,

Huch has been done by the Soil Conservation Service, County Commissioners’
Court, Chamber of Cormerce, Flood Control Committee, Extension Service, and other
eroups and individuals, but there remains a rajor portion of the conservation

oractices yet to be put into effect. Some of the major conservation problems are:



(1) 19,110 acres need treatment for soill erosion. Six thousand fifty acres
have baosn treated or do not need treatment. Seven thousand thirty-five acres
have problems ceused by unfavorable soil conditions that need special treatment.

(2) Over-grazing is a problem on a2bout 228,000 acres of ranpeland and woody
and noxious plants are a problem on about 223,731 acres.

(3) Two flood control dams have been huilt on the Comal Creek watershed, and
plans are bal-p made to control fdocds on Fleeders Creek. More dame are needed
in these areas and on other watersheds to conserve water and prevent flooding
during heavy rains.

Five gites have been surveyed on the Comal Creel and “leeders Creek water-~
shed by the Soil Conservation Service. Funds have been provided bty the Commise
sioner's Court for the survey. The work plan is in the process of being prepared
to determine the sites that will be needed.

(4) Cnly about 7C% of the landowners are cooperators with the Soil Conser-
vation District and very few have completed their conservation plans. lore fi-
nancial assistance through the ACP program would be kelpful in setting more con-
servation on the eround., Only about $30,000.00 is allotted annually to this

county for these practices.

LONG RAMGE OBJECTIVES - RANGE MANAGIMENT

1. To get 907 of the farm and raunch land under a conservation plan in coop-

eration with the Comal, Hays, Guadalupe Soil Conservation Tistrict within the

next five years.

2. Complete two or three flood control dame on Comal Creek watershed bty 1977,
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3. Develop a local program on Soil and Water Conservation for youth organ-
izations such as 4-F and FFA with achievement being placed on conservation ap-

plied to the land.

4. More ACP funds for soil and water conservation practices are needed.

FIELD CROP PRODUCTION

MAJOR PPOBLELS

1. Corn and milo are the two major cash farm crops. The averzpe yteld of
milo is around 1500 lbs. ner acre. A few produce 4000 1lbs. or more per acre.
The average corn vyield 1s around 30 bushels while some produce 60 bushels. This
shows that most farmers are not reaching.their full potential production.

2. Lless than 10% of the farmers are using chemical fertilizer to achieve
maximum profitable production.

3. Less than 197 of the farmers have had soil tests made on their crop land
in the past 5 years.

4., There is a need for more dryland cash crops that will give a hieh dollar
return. These crops should not e in surplus and can Se machine
harvested.

5. May Beetles, prasshoppers and army worms are the major insects causing
damage.

6. Some farmers are not usins the best adapted varieties of crons for this
area.

7. Present farming practices deplete organic matter in soil rather than

increase. organic matter.

f. Matural rainfall has proven undependable for maximum preduction.
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9. Dependable labor is not available for agriculture production.

LONG RAMGE OBJECTIVES - FIELG CROPS

1. Promote the use of irrigation to supplement natural rainfall.

2. Hhave farrers use rond z5il residue practiciz teo maintais ~n' increase anil
orranic matter on cropland.

3. Use chemical fertilizers according to soil test recommendations.

4. Conduct soil testing campaign and get 507 of the producers to cooperscte,

5. Continue trying new crops such as Guar, Flax, Supar Beets ard others as
new varieties are developed and market demands for them increase.

€. Continue to try new varleties of grain sorghum, corr and small grair: 3

they are developed.

RLETF CATTLF

MAJOR TRORBLFMS

1. 1ilany ranchers do not keep sufficient herd records to determine perform-
ance of each individual cow.

2. Producers are not usine progeny tested bulls.

3. Two thirds (2/3) of the ranee land is over-grazed all or part of the
time. This reduces forape ylelds and requires heavy supplemental feeding which
reduces vrofits.

4, VMany ranchers do not consider the deer population when figuring stock-
ing rates or making adjustments durine Arouth perieds.

5. FExcessive brush reduces carrying capacity of ranches.

LOYG RANGF OBJECTIVES - BEEF CATTLE

1. Twenty (20) beef cattle producers should use progeny tested bulls an?
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three (3) renistered breeds to collect pain data on their bulls.

2. Ten percent (l0%Z)} of the producers should Lkeep performarce records on
each cow so they can make wise decisions in selection to improve calf crop per-
centage, weaning weights and quality.

3. Have ranchers all provide proper nutrition for cattle the year round
(forare and supplemental feed) to maintain reproduction efficiency of cows and
increase weaning weights.

4. DUry lot feed 50% of the calves after weanins to desirable grades and
slaughter weiehts. T©ry lot feeding of calves for 27-14C days after weaning to
increase annual beef production.

5. Supply the local market with good ocuality beef that would be attractive

to the consumer.

SEFEFP AMD GOATS

MAJOR_PROBLEMS

1. Yanv producers do not select sheen and goats for high production and
quality of wool and mohair.

2. lany producers do not sort and sack wool and mohair so that it will
bring them the best price. Poorly sorted and dirty fleeces often cost the pro-
ducers as much as five end ten certs —er ound.

3. Control of internal parasites is frequently a major problem during years
of abo;e average rainfall.

4. Proper stocking rates of sheep and poats to maintain good forase produc-
tion is also a major problem on some ranches.

5. 1Inadequate supplemental feeding during the winter and periods of drought

21



often causes death losses.

LOG RAMNGE OBJECTIVES - SBECP ALl GOAT

1. Improve quality of sheep and goat flocks through strict selection of
breeding stock and use of Zood rams and billies by 757 of the producers.

2. Improve sorting and sackine practices of wool and mohair so that it will
sell for a hicher price.

3. Improve nutrition by proper stocking rates and supplemental feedins of
807 of the ranches.

4. Disease and parasite control practices as needed hy 907 of the sheep and

goat producers,

AGP I-RBUSTITESS

HMAJOR PROBLIMS

1. ‘*Iany of the merchants have not had the opportunity to keep up with new
management techniques and ‘o not understan? many of the farmers and ranchers
problems.

2., A lack of some of the rodern skills is costing koth the merchant and
the customer.

3. DPoorly conducted tusinesses are a liability to the cormunity.

LO¥G RAMNGF OPJECTIVIE - AGAI-BUSINESS

1. To present educational proerams to werchants in the field of agri~business

in cooperation with the Chamber of Commerce.
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RFEAS OF PROGRAI{ IIMPBASTS, MAJOR PTORLEMS
AND LONMG-RANGE OBJECTIVES
IN FAMILY LIVING

FAMILY LOUSING

MAJOR PROBLEIS

1. 1ilew and more expensive homes are being built, but often these homes

do not make use of latest information on home planning.

2. 0ld homes are being remodeled and restored, but many times safety
and convience are not provided for adequately.

3. Retired persons need housing and home furnishings which are ineu~
pensive but durable and have easy-care features.

4. Young families need homes which will meet the needs of an expanding
family, but which require little time be spent on upkeep.

5. Working homemakers need houses and home furnishings which demand
little time spent on care.

6. Low income families need help in improving their homes in order to
make them more attractive and more livable.

7. The majority of the families have little knowledge of proper selec-
tion and care of appliances and home furnishings.

8. Most families need a better understanding of color and design to
provide for beauty and livability within their incomes.

9. Families need greater skill in buying, building, and remodeling.

10. Many families fail to realize the rising, often hidden costs &f home

ownership (operation, maintenance, taxes, insurance)
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11. Young people are marrying at an early age with very little under-

standing of the cost of providing attraective livable family housing.

LONMG PAIIGE OBJECTIVES

1. All families be attractively anc comfortably housed at a price

they can afford.

2. Families learn to select appliances and home furnishings which

give them excellent service for the amount of money spent.,

COLSUMEP. COMPETENCE

FAJOR PROBLEMS

1. Young people are entering the labor force and with salaries high
and employment high, they have money to spend but very little training ir

money management.

2. Families need to develop the ability to evaluate consumer informa-
tion.

3. Families need a better understanding of the market place.

4., Families need to make better use of time, energy and morey for a
happier family life.

5. With a median income of $400 below the State median, local families
need to get the most out of the money they have to spend.

6. Families need to learn to live within their income.

7, Credit is easy to obtain, but families need proper use of credit

and the cost of credit.

8. TFamilies need help in planning for financial security throughout

life.
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9. PFamilies need to achieve competence in determining best buys.

LONG RANGE OBJECTIVES

1. All persons become well informed ané capable consumers skilled in
the ability to manage and spend the family income wisely.

2. Families provide adequately for their security throughout life.

3. Families learn to understand our American free enterprise system
s0 as to be a wiser consumer,

4, Families pain the technical knowledge pertinent to the selection

of food, clothing, housing, furnishings and equipment.

FAMILY IFALTH

MAJOR PROBLE!]

-3

1. In spite of plentiful food supplies and increasing comsumer pur-
chasing power, many Americans have inadequate diets.

2. People fail to understand the relationship of nutrition to physical
and mental health.

3. Low educational level in the county indicates wost homemakers have
very little formal training in nutrition.

4. 1liost girls marry while still in their teens; therefore poor eating
patterns developed in the teens are carried over into their young marriages.
5. Poor nutrition in young women will not only affect themselves,

but also their children.
6., Fomemakers have little knowledge of meal planning.

7. Young homemakers need help on selection, care, and preparation of
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8. A high percentage of low-income families have inadequate diets.

9. Older homemakers need to learn to adjust their diets to keep pace
with changing amount of activity.

10. Doctors .conslder over-weipght to be one of our major health .problems.

11. Accldents are the major cause of death in age group 1 to 35.

12. FKew health hazards,.such as air and water pollution, accompany
modern living.

13. Few families have made preparation for a natural or man—made dis-
aster.

LONG RANGE OBJLCTIVES

1. Everyone recognize the importance of good nutrition and establish
eating habits which will help maintain proper weight and good health through-—
out life.

B 2.. Families learr to plan and arrange tle_house spd equipment to con-
gserve energy and to improve safety and convenience.

3. Families eliminate hazards about their home to reduce accidents.

4, Family members develop on appreciation of the individual's respon=
sibility toward preventing and eliminating air and water pollution and
preserving our nation's natural beauty.

6. Families prepare themselves to care for their own health and welfare

in the event of disaster.
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FAMILY STADILITY

HAJOR PROBLELIS

-

1. The responsibilities of the family are greater than ever before.
2. The current trend is toward early marriage with a large percentage
of these marriages ending in divorce.
3. #any marriape partners are unable to accept the responsibilities
of marriage and parenthocd, adjust to each otner, and manage their money.
4. One~third of today's bables are born to teen—ape nothers.
5. Illegitimacy is increasing with 417 of the illegitimate births in
1960 involving teen-age girls.
6. Values are changing with the result that factors which in the past
helped stabilize families are now causing family conflicts.
7. Many low-income families are headed by women.
8. The county populations mobility has increased resuiting in the
weakening of family ties.
9. The past 20 years has seen a tremendous charge ir the roles cf
family members.
10. As a community grows and as technology advances, the family is
subject to increased pressures and tensions
11. People find it difficult to adjust to thelr tensions as revealed
by the increase in the number of persons needing psychiatric help; the
number seeking relief through druss, LSD, alcohol; and suicide, and the
very increasing number of juvenile Jelinquents.
12. The growth in soclal legislation has seen the transference of many

family functions to the community.



LOtG RANGLE OBJECTIVES

1. Parents of young children develop an understanding of the social,
nental, ermotional, and physical growth and puidance and discipline of childrer
of all ages.

2, Parents develep an urderstanding of child-rearing practices neces-
sary to hring about rmaximum development of children.

3. Adolescents develop an understanding of therselves and ' the ever-
changing society in which they live.

4. Young people learn to assess themselves and theilr readiness for
marriape in terms of maturity, finances, and childbearine responsibilities.

5. Young people learn the concepts and acquire the skills necessary
to manage a home in such a way as to nrovide a healthy fanily environrent.

6. Youth develop a value syster: which will help them reet the chal-
lenges of the future.

7. Parents accept respounsibility for providiae children and themselves
opportunities for maintaining their mental well-being.

8. Farily nmembers learn to develop satisfyinpg personal relations
inside and outside the hore.

9. Family merbers learn to cope with the tenslon and pressures of
every day life.

10, tomemakers learn the sociological-psycholopgical aspects of foed,
clothing, housing, and furnishings as they relate to personal development
and mental health.

11. Fanrnilies develop an understanding of the emotional adjustrents

necessary for the individual fanily menbers at various stapes of life.
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12. Older adulis enter retirement prepared mentally,socially, and

financially.

13. Senior citizens find lelsure-time activitles which will satisfy

their creative need.

14. Family members understand and accept the changes in rcles of

family members.

COMMUWITY RESOURCE DEVELOPMEIUT

MAJOR PRODLELS

1. Facilities are inadequate for city and county health and welfare

agencies.

2. Only one child care facility is available in the rural areas of
the county for women who work.

3. Library facilities are inadequate.

4. Landa Park, especially the swimming pool and facilities, peed to

be improved.

5. Facilities are not adeguate for various types of meetings.

6. Youth are in need of a recreation center.

7. Senior citizens need facilities where they can enjoy each others
company.

8. Community centers are needed in several rural communities.

9, The number of police and sheriff deputies is inadequate to
provide the type of protec:ion necessary in a growing comunity.

10. ilany rural areas of the county are too far from existing fire

fighting ecuipment.
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11, TRoads both in and out of the city are in rced of repailr.

12. Rural area is in need of uniform signs giving the name of roads
and streets.

13, laps are not available showing all the rural sub-divisioms.

LONG RANGE OBJECTIVES.

1. A city county health unit be formed and adequate facilities be
provided to house its services.

2. Child care facilities (day-care centers, nursery schools or kinder-
gartens) be provided to serve the Spring Branch, and Canyon City areas.

3. Library facilities adequate for not only the present population but
to allow for future growth of the community.

4. Mobile library to provide library service to the rural area of the
County.

5. Landa Park and other park facilities improved, attractively main-
tained and expanded.

6. A civic center complex be built which will provide not only for
meeting places for civie groups and conventions but also house a recreation
center for young people and a center for senior citizens.

7. Community centers be built in the Spring Branch, Smithson's Valley
area and the Canyon (ity area.

8. Police and sheriff departments with enough well-trained personnel
to give adequate police protection to all citizens of the County.

9. All police and sheriff department cars clearly marked so that all

citizens will be able to recognize their offical nature.
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10. Fire stations be built and adequate equipment be provided to insure

fire protection to all citizens of the County.

11. Excellent roads adequate to serve the larpe nurher of tourists as

well as local citizens be built.

12. Attractive sipns erected to give names of all streets and roads in

the County.

13. liaps for distribution be printed showing all streets ard roads in

the County.

PRIGLITILG AU PLANS FOR_PROGRAI ZXTCUTION

The Comal County Program Buildine Committee has selected the following areas
to receive priority in program development and execution. The Program Building
Committee and its subcommittees will cooperate with and enlist the aid of all
governmental agencies (Federal, State, County and City) civic orpanizations,
fraternal organizatlons, societies, clubg and all other interested organizations

and individuals.

SOIL AND HATER‘C6NSERVATION
The priority phases of the program is to cet all landowners to sign a work-
plan agreement with the local Soil Conservation Iistrict Board of Supervisors.
The S5CS and the Soil Comnservation Board have the major responsibility for
s0ll and water conservation, however, other agencies and the local people must
support and assist them 1f their programs are to be successful. The landowners

must cooverate and be well informed of the benefits of conservation to them and



their community. TFinancing of phases of the watershed programs is done with
county funds. The far-sighted Commissioner's Court levied a tax to finance these
projects several years ago and funds are available to meet the county's financial
obligation. Committee action to stimulate support for Public Law 566 funds has
been headed by the Chamber of Commerce Flood Control Committee, supported by the
Commissioners' Court and other civic organizations. The Extension Service has
educational responsibilities of teaching and informing the landovmers and the
general public of the importance and benefits of conservation. The ASCS through
the ACP program assists landowners on a cost-share basis of financing conservation
practices approved by the ASCS county committee. The Soil Couservation Service
develops the Conservation Farm and Ranch plans and the engineering and plan of
the watershed flood control structures,

A local 4-H soil and water conservation program sponsored by the 5CE district
in cooperation with the local Extension Agent is another program designed to

stimulate interest in the conservation of our natural resources.

CROF PRODUCTION
Increasing crop production through improved soil management practices and
the use of fertilizer is another priority program. All agencies, fertilizer,
seed and implement dealers have some responsibility and interest in carrying out
recommended fertilization programs, soil residue management, crop rotation and

the planting of recommended varieties.

LLEF PROSUCTICH

The =most importzat comsidzratien in Immroving reef production in the county
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is to have cattlemen keep accurate herd records, select replacement heifers and

bulls from progency tested cows based on weaning weights, and to have clagses

on animal nutrition.

WOOL AND 'IOHAIR
The Sheep and Goat Committee suggested that sheep and goat selection breeding

demonstrations be continued to show the importance of upgrading flocks through a

selective breeding program.

FAMILY LIVINMNG
The Family Living Committee will work with all agencies and organizations
which have a means of reaching the family unit in order that the families of
Comal County may learn to use their resources intelligently to provide for the
family's basic needs. Although all areas of concern are important, priority in
program development will be given in the following order based on the Family
Living Committee’s analysis of the County situation:
1. Family ltiousing
2. Family Stability
3. Consumer Competence
4. Family Health
5. Community Resources
All families of the County will receive berefit from the expanded educational
programs in these fields; however, the programs will be directed to:
1. Young marrieds

2. Families with young children
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3. Youth and adolescents
4, Disadvantaged

5. Senior citizens

PLANS FOR TVALUATIOI!

The County Program Building Committee will meet twice annually to evaluate
and revise the program as needed. Prior to each meeting the chairman of each
sub-committee will be asked to give a written report on what has been accom
plished, problems if any encountered, changes as needed and ap outline of future
plans. The committee chailrman will give two weeks notice of the meeting so they
can meet with their sub~committee and others associated in carrying out their
assigned responsibility. These written reports will be filed with the county
chairmapn and studied by the executive comrittee who in turn will keep the county
program up to date based on the committees recommendations.

An annual summary of the accomplishments will be prepared by the county

chairman and executive committee.

104



APPELDIX

Some of the agencies and organizations contributing to the development of
the county program and who will be involved in executing various phases of the

program are listed below.

AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION CONSERVATICHE SERVICE

The ASCS is a United States Department of Agriculture agency in charge of
administering the programs of nrice suoport, acreage allotments, incentive pay-
nents on wool, and cost~share conservation practices. On a local basis the
program is administered by the county committee which is elected by the land-
oWners.

The office manager of the ASCS in each courty is a member of the USDA Tech-
nical Action Panel and chairm.n of the County USDA Civil Defense Board. 1In case
of a nuclear attack or other types of disaster the USDA would work with other
local defense organizations. They have definite responsibilities relating to

food production and distribution.

CHAMBFR OF CO.TiERCE

There is only ome Chamber of Commerce in the county. It bears the title of
Comal County Chamber of Commerce and City Eoard of Development, and serves the
interests of the entire county. It is financed by receiving one mill of the
c¢ity tax plus membership dues.

Membership is open to any individual, business or firm in Comal County. 1In

1967 there were 420 paid members of the Chamber. The duties of the Chamber of
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Commerce as stated by the manager is “To make Comal County a better place to
live and a place in which to make a better 1living'.

The 15 member Zoard of City Development is appointed by the Mayor. The
Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors is composed of 14 members, who are elected
from the Canyon City area. These two Boards act as one unit and officers and
committees are elected and appointed from the combined membership of the Boards.
At present there are 27 committees working on the various phases of the Chamber's
work.

The Chamber of Commerce hires a full time manager and secretary. The Dir-
ectors and committee members serve without compensation.

The Chamber of Commerce and City Board of Development is very active in all
phases of city and county development and support agricultural and rural programs
through their various commlittees such as Agri-business, flood control, health
and sanitation, extencded area telephone service, labor surveys, industrial dev-

elopment, tourism and many others.

FARMERS LHOME ADMINISTRATION

The Farmers Fome Administration is a USDA agency that makes loans to those
unable to borrow from private sources of credit on reasonable terms. Their
loan service includes farm operating loans, soil and water conservation loans,
farm ownership loans, loans for recreational developments, livestock and machinery
loans and home loans in the rural areas. Special low interest rate loans are
made of farmers and ranchers living in areas designated by the Secretary of

Agriculture as a disaster area due to flooding, drought or other causes. Loans
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can also be made to orpanizations for public water systems, financing of small
dams on watersheds znd the financine of community recreational facilities in
communities of less than 5,000 population.

Comal County is served from the office located in San Antonio. The super-
visor usually spends one day each month in Cormal County. A local committee of
three farmers or landowners must approve all loans wmade in a county. This com
mittee is appointed by the Supervisor serving the county.

The county FEA Supervisor is chairman of the county USUA Technical Action
Panel and a member of the county USDA Civil Defense Board. In case of a disaster

the FHA would assist in the re-finaacing of farwm and ranch operations.

SOIL COUSERVATION DISTRICTS

Soil Conservation Districts are a legal sub~division authorized by State law.
The Texas law does not provide districts the rizht to levy taxes nor the power
of eminent comain. however, they are charged with the responsibility of executing
soil and water conservation planning on all privately owned land in their dis-
trict as well as planning and development of flood control structures in the
small water sheds.

The Comal-Hays-Guadalupe Soil and Water Conservation District was formed in
1941. The area includes all of Comal and Guadalupe Counties and a part of Eays
County. Districts are formed by a two thirds majority of the landowners voting.
The district is divided into sub-divisions and one supervisor is elected by the
landowners from each sub-~division. The five member board then elects a chairman

and secretary-treasurer from the membership.
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Landovners male application for assistance in soil and water conservation
plannineg to the board. Xach application for planning must be approved by a vote
of the board members. The planning and technical assistance to the cooperators

is given by Soil Conservation Service technicians assigned to district,

SOIL CONSFRVATION SERVICE

The Soil Conservation Service is a USDA agency created to assist Soil ana
Water Conservation Districts in developing farm and ranch conservation plans,
engineering and supervision of small watershed projects, conducting some resc-rch
in ¢il . and water conservation and range management and provide engineering
assistance and other technical information on land use and managerent problems
to all landowners cooperating with the district,

A Soil Conservation Service Work Unit is located in Few Braunfesls to serve
the cooperators living in Comal County. All of the engireering work on cost-
share conservation practices approved by ASCS cormmittees is the responsibility
of the Soil Comservation Service.

The SCS has one member of their organization on the County Technical *ction
Panel and the Zounty USuA Civil Defense Joard. In case of a nuclear attacl, ECS
technicians would be responisble for nonitoring the arca for damrer of fall-out,
contamination of land, food and feed products on the farms and ranches. They

o

have monitoring esjuipment in each cffice and persorrcl traincd to usce 17,

']

COMMUNITY CQUMNCIL OF COMAL AND PLANCO COURTIES

The policy and purpose of this organization is to support and implerent

programs which will endeavor to eliminate pcverty through educutlonal an'. training
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projcets 2nd by othcer means determined suitabls by members of the council. This
orzanizatior will mobilize community leadership and resources for the purpose of
the development of the retarded aspects of the community and its society. Funds
for the operation of the council will be from local and Federal erants from the
Office of Economic Opportunity. The amount of local contribution in the form of
facilities, interest of the community, and the volunteer services of indlvicduals
and orpanizations will determinre the amount of Federal contributions.
The Community Council is a non-profit corporation, chartered under Texas

law, governed by a Roard of Directors 'sith representation from the various econ-

omic, social, ethnic and educational levels of the communities.

OTVED AGLICITR ALY ITOAVTZATIONS

e

The Procrar nuilcine Jonmittee invites other acencles and organizations who
worl. in tliese areas to corsider the rrollem areas and otjectives described in

this hancboo! when they develop their oroprams.
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