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SCOTT SOMMERLATTEhas always been obsessed 

with the outdoors, but his life changed in 1989 when he guided 

his first duck hunt. From that day on, he has made his living on 

the water. For two decades, Scott has worked on the water as a 

Coast Guard member, a waterfowl hunting guide and a shallow

water skiff guide. Along the way, he took up photography and 

writing. While his obsession has taken him all over North America 

and beyond, Scott always ends up back where it started: the Texas 

outdoors. His admiration of old watermen and their traditional 

skills inspired him to consider the differences between yesterday's 

watermen and today's in 

this month's Legend, 

Lore & Legacy. While he 

has an appreciation for 

technology, he also has a 

deep respect for those 

who made their living 

on the water without 

such advantages.  

DAIIU VVISE has lived along the Texas Gulf Coast his 

entire life and has spent a lifetime making a living from being 

outdoors. In addition to guiding light-tackle anglers and fly fish

ers in the pristine waters of the Lower Laguna Madre. he works 

as a freelance outdoor writer and illus

trator. He also conducts numerous 

seminars and angling education ses

sions. Danno lives in Port Isabel with 

his wife, Marisa, and two kids, Dagan 

and Marina. Having lived and guided in 

the Lower Laguna Madre area for the 

past 15 years, Danno was eager to offer 
his insight to visitors to ensure they get 

the most of their vacation to the area.  

His suggestions are detailed in this - " 

month's 3 Days in the Field.  

DAVID SIKES had his first tarpon experience at the 

Port Aransas jetty on the Texas coast. It was an inadvertent 

encounter, but one that left a lasting impression. It was the 

first of many missed tarpon for him on the jetty. Since then, 

Sikes, who writes about tarpon this month, has chased and

missed tarpon at Ascension Bay in 

Mexico's Yucatan, the Pearl Keys of 

Nicaragua, South Padre Island, Port 

O'Connor, the Gulf Coast of 

Florida, the Florida Keys and the 

Atlantic coast of Florida, where he 

finally caught his first "silver king," 

near Jensen Beach. His fascination 

with tarpon has not dwindled. Sikes 

is the longtime outdoors columnist 

for the Corpus Christi Caller-Times and is 

president-elect of the Texas Out

door Writers Association.
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FROM THE P E N OF CARTER P. S M IT H 

They don't make them anymore like Boomerang Billy or Ila Loetscher, the fabled "Turtle Lady" 
of South Padre Island. The two, as colorful as the sunsets over our beloved Laguna Madre, were fixtures 

on South Padre Island when I was just a kid. The two were as different as night and day, but for my lit

tle merry band of buddies that roamed the island, they both loomed large in spirit, lore and legend.  

We'd catch Boomerang Billy over on the jetties or maybe at the bay pier after dark. Wearing his trade

mark shark-tooth necklace and Australian bush hat, he was hard to miss. As we fished for trout, reds 

and the occasional flounder, he'd regale us for hours with stories of big hammerheads, tiger sharks and 

other monsters of the deep he'd allegedly fought and caught over the years.  

Occasionally, he'd cajole us into buying a boomerang, and one of us would put the full-court press 

on one of our mothers for money to do the deal. I never knew if he needed the money or not, but if we 

thought it would get another shark fishing story or two out of him, we were glad to oblige. He was an 

artesian well of them, and we'd listen for hours on end, until ultimately someone's father was assigned 

to come fetch us and bring us back home.  

Over on the Gulf side was Ms. Loetscher, the founder of Sea Turtle Inc. and one 

of the earliest advocates of protecting the various species of sea turtles that called U10 U21 I 
the Laguna Madre and adjacent Gulf waters home. With her sweeping white hair, 
warm smile, lithe frame, boundless energy and ever-present company of sea tur- -I. re )C Ct 

tles, she, too, couldn't be missed.  

Everyone knew she was the one to take in an injured turtle that had been hit by era xB 
a boat propeller or perhaps bitten by a passing shark. The turtles that were too 

injured to be rehabilitated and returned to the Gulf or bay waters ended up as stars  

in her famous beachside turtle shows. The turtles would be dressed up in these 

rather outrageous costumes and used as props for her homespun plays about con- I o 
servation and the importance of protecting the turtles from egg poachers and 

other abuses. No doubt, such anthropomorphizing would be frowned on today, but C i e m X 1 

her conservation message touched many a youth in my day.  

Although the Turtle Lady and Boomerang Billy are long gone now from the 

island, their memories are not. A beachside bar and motel bearing Billy's name is 

still there, and Ms. Loetscher's beloved Sea Turtle Inc. has evolved into a well

known conservation and education organization on the island, educating visitors about the Kemp's rid

ley and other sea turtles that call the region home.  

From Sabine Pass to South Padre, the Texas coast has always been filled with great characters and great 

outdoor recreation. I hope this summer you and your family may find time to meet a few of those char

acters while you enjoy our bays, beaches and Gulf waters. The fishing is as good as it gets. So, too, are 

the birding, boating, kayaking, beachcombing, sunsets and, of course, the people.  

Thanks for caring about Texas' lands, waters, fish, wildlife and parks. They need you more than ever.  

E X E C U T IV E D I R E C T O R 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  

6 * JUNE 2011



THE SALTWATER ANGLER'S 
ONE-STOP-SHOP FOR 
FISHING ESSENTIALS

-- v

rE P

CCA DELUXE 
TACKLE BAG 
This water-resistant deluxe tac.<le bag has 
a durable molded bottom thct provides 
added protect on. It alsc includes 6 uti ity 
boxes and c detachable rainfly for added 
wet-weather performance.

e BERKLEY GULP! 
SALTWATER BAIT

See store's rebate center for 
rebates on Berkley GulpI products

I

jit academy.com Acade ' 
SPORTS+OUTDOORS

rr

I
1

.. t 

G 

v 

z 

s 

f; 
? K



FROM TEXAS GOV. RICK PERRY 

"Many men go fishing all of their lives 
without knowing that it is not fish 

that they are after." 
- Henry David Thoreau 

It's summer in Texas, and that means it's time to go fishing. Sure, it'll be hot and humid, 
but all up and down our long coastline from Sabine Lake to Port Isabel, this is the best time of year 

for saltwater angling.  

You can wade in a bay, be cooled by the spray while fishing from a granite jetty, stand in the Gulf 

surf, head for blue water in a charter boat or toss a lure from an inner tube, kayak or motorboat. If 

you don't like being out in the sun, you can sit in the comfort of a folding chair in the cool of the 

night at a lighted boat dock or pier.  

But this isn't about where or how to fish - though you can learn plenty about that in this maga

zine. What I want to talk about here is something you don't read about as 

much - the health benefits of fishing.  

Anyone who's ever taken a health course or has been advised by a doctor to ),OOd news 1S 

pay more attention to nutrition knows that eating fish or any other kind of 

seafood is good for you. It's well-documented that fish are high in omega-3 Sh ng has 
fatty acids, which have been linked to the prevention of the platelet accumu

lation that can lead to heart attack or stroke. But did you know that fishing is .e S O n ta 
as good for your head as it is your heart? 

A survey done by the Families and Work Institute revealed that 26 per- fCe stress, even 
cent of workers in this country report they are "often or very often burned 

out or stressed by their work." Stress is known to contribute to health ,he wind's 
problems and is one of the main causes of lost work time in our economy.  

The good news is that fishing has been shown to reduce stress, even if the aing and the 
wind's blowing and the fish aren't biting.  

Paul G. Quinnett of Seattle is a clinical psychologist and dedicated fly 
fisherman who has written several books on the mental benefits of fishing, 
a field he has pioneered. He devoted a full chapter to the connection 

between fishing and stress reduction in one of his books, Pavlov's Trout.  

"Does fishing reduce stress?" he asked. "My professional opinion is, well, of course it does." 

One way fishing fights stress is by focusing our concentration, effectively putting the brakes to that squir

rel cage of intrusive thoughts most of us have going at any given time. Call it meditation, Texas-style.  

Fishing is also a good form of exercise. Again, the connection between physical activity and a sense 

of well-being has been clearly documented by researchers. If you need another reason fishing's good 

for you, it's been shown that the sport enhances our judgment and logical thinking.  

Finally, fishing can help us connect with our family and friends, another well-known factor in 

shaking off the blues.  

But, hey, why take my word for it? Don't just sit there, go fishing! Like Thoreau said, fishing is 

about more than fishing.  

RICK P E R RY 

T E X A S G OV E R N O R 

Texas Gov. Rick Perry writes about outdoor issues four times ayear for Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.
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THE ART OF FISH 

National fish art expo wil be held in Texas thisyear.
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2010 STATE-FISH ART STAMP: 
0 o 0

f
Give a man a fish, you feed him for a day.  

Give a youngster some paint, colored pencils or pastels, a 

bit of background information on fish and their habitats, 
plus a chance to win a prize? That kid may create an amaz

ing piece of art - and learn something in the process.  
That's what Wildlife Forever's State-Fish Art Contest is all 

about. The Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center will host the 
National State-Fish Art Expo June 24-25.  

TFFC runs the Texas branch of the nationwide contest, 
which invites students in grades 4 through 12 to create a pic

ture of an official state fish and write an essay about its ecol

ogy or conservation status. Texas entries are judged here.  

First-place winners compete for national awards with top

ranked entries from other states.  

This is TFFC's second year to host the national expo.

Winning art from all state-level competitions will be on 

display, and many of the young artists will be in atten
dance. An "Art's Better Outside" festival will be featured 

Saturday, June 25, for students, their families and the 
general public. Painters, photographers, sculptors and 
potters will display their work and demonstrate tech

niques. The fishing ponds will be open for business, and 
Smokey Bear is expected to make an appearance.  

Wildlife Forever is a national nonprofit that seeks to 
conserve America's wildlife heritage through education 
and preservation projects. The State-Fish Art Contest, 
now in its 13th year, aims to inspire the next generation of 

conservationists. The organization offers a free lesson 

plan for educators and chooses one piece of artwork each 

year for a fundraising conservation stamp.
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Opposite: Anh Thu Do of Liberty was last year's Texas winner for 
grades 10-12 and received the Art of Conservation Stamp Award.  
This page: The Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center will again host 
the national fish art expo, featuring art activities and winning art.

K

"Our plan is to spark the natural wonder that all children 

have for wildlife and the environment," said President Doug 

Grann, speaking at last year's expo. "When we do habitat 

enhancement and wildlife management, we change land, 

but education changes people." 
Since TFFC took on the role of state coordinator in 

2006, Texas has been involved in a big way. Money donated 

by the Toyota Texas Bass Classic pro
vides cash prizes for state winners 

and travel expenses for students Troph 
attending the national expo. Texas 

kids in public, private and home 

schools submit about 6oo entries 

each year, more than any other state.  

Many choose to draw our own state 

fish, the Guadalupe bass, but they are 
free to pick a designated fish from 
any state.  

Twice in the past decade, a Texas 
entry has been picked for the national 

conservation stamp. In 2010 the 

honor went to Anh Thu Do, a senior 

at Liberty High School, a 3A school 
between Houston and Beaumont.  

Marsha Rader teaches art at 
Liberty High. Last year, she teamed 
with environmental science teacher 

Penny Taylor to prepare students for 

the contest. In Rader's experience, 

young people often view each school -

subject as a separate entity, with no 

relation to other subjects or, per- " 

haps, to real life. .  
"If we can make connections for 

them between science and art, it's 

helpful. It makes them see things ' es 

they didn't see before," Rader said.  
The 2011 Art of Conservation " s 

Stamp Award winner will be .

announced at TFFC on June 25, as will other national 

honors. Winners of tie Texas contest are online now at 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us!fishart. To see winners from other 

states and vote for the People's Choice Award, go to 
Wildlife Forever's website a: www.statefishart.com. * 

-Dyanne Fry Cortez

y Mer ories from Paradise
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The shady woods of Abile 
longtime family reunions.

ne State Park embrace

IR

At least twice a year, Joe Burt and
his family stake out campsites at Abilene 

State Park. Not just a few, either.  

Whenever he and his six siblings - plus 

their families -get tcgether, head counts 

can number way more than 60! 

"That's why we have to reserve the 

group recreation hall in advance," chuck

les Burt, who lives in Corinth with his 

wife, Joyce. "It's the only one at the park 

that's big enough for us." 
For the main reunion, some come 

just for the day. Others stay overnight 

in campers, screened shelters or park 

yurts (canvas-enclosed shelters that 

come with a microwave, mini-refriger

ator, foldout sofa and bunk beds).  

Everyone gathers for a potluck dinner 

and an afternoon auction.  

"We take bids on items like home

made jelly, tools, bcoks and toys," Burt 

says. "The auction raises money for 

next year's reunion. We also donate to 

the park and a cemetery where family 

members are buried." 

Since opening in 1934, Abilene State 
Park - 529 acres lushly wooded with 

pecans, live oaks, elms and other trees 

has ranked high as a place where families, 
large and small, gather. In fact, many of 

the park's 30 or so annual reunions date 

back several decades. (A plaque in the 

park's office honors clans that have 

renewed ties for 30 or more years.) 

As for the Burts, they traditionally

break bread in a recreation hall not far 

from the park's screened shelters and 

three yurts. Groups may also book a din

ing hall in the Wagon Circle area - with 

or without trailer campsites. Or meet up 

in the park's Romanesque-style refectory, 

built of native red sandstone by the 

Civilian Conservation Corps and conve

niently adjoining the park's popular 
swimming pool.  

Fishing's great, too, at the park's 

Buffalo Wallow Pond, not to mention 

nearby Lake Abilene.  
TPWD now manages the more than 

1,ooo-acre lake site, "so we've got even 

more fishing, birding and hiking oppor

tunities," says park manager Okie 

Okerstrom. "We also have canoe and 

paddleboat rentals, plus a fishing pier." 
Heads up: Campers yearning for soli

tude may now stay in a new yurt that over

looks Lake Abilene and sleeps eight.  

Guaranteed, no neighbors! 

Abilene State Park is located 16 miles 

southwest of Abilene. Travel FM 89 

through Buffalo Gap, then take Park 
Road 32 to park entrance. For more 

information, call 325-572-3204 or visit 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/abilene. * 

-Sheryl Smith-Rodgers
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Intuitive coquinas are experts at riding the waves.

As a child on the beach, I'd spend 
hours crouched down, watching small 
wedge-shaped clams emerge from the 
surf. Their pearly, pastel hues mes

merized me. Then - wow! - they'd 

flip over and burrow back down into 

the wet sand.  

These many years later, I'm even 

more impressed to learn that coquinas 

- classified as a bivalve mollusk with 
two shell halves - have some smarts.  

Donax variabilis - sometimes called a 
butterfly shell or bean clam - live in 

dense colonies in the sand where waves 

ebb and flow.  
To feed, a coquina extends two short 

siphons, which filter microscopic 
algae and debris from the water. For 

quick getaways, it digs its muscular 

foot into the sand. However, some 

coquinas aren't fast enough to escape 

hungry shorebirds, crabs, drum and 

other fish.  
It's believed that coquinas spawn in 

the spring and summer. Females 

release eggs; males send out sperm.

Fertilization happens in the water, 

and the larvae that hatch out are so 

tiny that they can be measured only in 

micrometers (a unit that equals one 

millionth of a meter).  

As for smarts, waves don't randomly 

sweep coquinas around on a beach.  

They decide where they want to go! 
"Clams actively jump out of the 

sand and ride specific waves," wrote 
researcher Olaf Ellers in the Biological 
Bulletin. If they didn't, coquinas could 
be either stranded on dry ground or 

swept into the ocean.  

How do they do that? As tides rise, 
coquinas - triggered by the sound of 

larger waves - emerge in front of a 

wave so they'll be carried higher up 
the beach. As tides fall, the clams wait 

and jump from the sand as a wave 

recedes. Now that's smart! * 

-Sheryl Smith-Rodgers
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he Making of a Mushroom 
Apricot-scented 'golden chanterelle' and a new cousin sprout in East Texas.

t -" ' 

A

Maybe you cuss mushrooms in 
your yard. Not David Lewis. He gets 

down on his knees and examines 

them. Very carefully! In fact, last year 

the East Texas mycologist (a scientist 

who studies fungi) helped in 

describing a new mushroom species 

for the state.  

On a farm near Caldwell, Lewis and 

his colleagues found Cantharellus quer

cophilus growing from sandy soil in a 

post oak savannah.  

"Members of this genus of mush
rooms are hard to tell apart," Lewis 

says. "In our state, we have from I 
to 15 species of Ca-therellus, all in 

eastern Texas." 
Two common species are Cantharellus 

cibarius and Canthorellus lateritius, whi:h 

bear golden-yellow fruit in June and 
July across floors of mixed pine/hard

wood forests. Fruit, you say? 

"Yes, mushrooms are actually the 

fruiting bodies of certain fungi," 

Lewis explains. "Fungi - classified 
in their own kingdom - are more 

like animals than plants, which have 

vascular systems. Not fungi. Instead,

they have thread-like structures 

called mycelium that secrete enzymes 

and dissolve organic matter, which 
they ingest." 

Some fungi feed off dead vegeta
tion, while others attack living plants.  
Mycorrhizal fungi, such as Cantharellus 
species, give and take with tree roots.  

While the fungus saps sugar from the 

roots, it also produces beneficial 
phosphorous and nitrogen.  

"That's why Cantharellus species can't 
be cultivated, like button mush-

Ten to 15 species of Cantharellus mush

rooms occur in Texas. The 'golden 
chanterelle' is found in wooded areas.  

rooms available in grocery stores," 
Lewis explains. "They've got to have 

trees nearby in order to fruit and 

produce spores." 

Sometimes called the "golden 

chanterelle," Cantharellus cibarius mush
rooms unfurl upward as they enlarge.  

The fruit -which smell sweet like apri
cots - are edible. But never gather 
mushrooms unless you're with a mush

room expert, Lewis warns. *

Sheryl Smith-Rodgers

muck-truck' launches New Product 

muck-truck" "BIZZY" isa new product based on our original proven concept.  
Fitted with a 6.5hp Briggs & Stratton engine, suitable 

for the consumer. The dumper has 1 forward and 1 reverse gear.  
The engine comes with a 12 month factory warranty. The "BIZZY" is fitted 

with a 4.5c.ft steel bucket offering 205 kg carrying capacity, it comes 
standard in 2WD, with an optional 4-wheel-drive kit.  

All the accessories are fully interchangeable between the models
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No Need for Barbs 
Barbless circle hooks prove successful during catch-and-release.

CIRCLE HOOK 

TREBLE HOOK 

J-HOOK

I

Sport fishermen often have a 
preference for the type and size of 

hook to use when venturing out on 

the water in hopes of catching "the 

big one." Many factors can influ
ence the hook selection: the partic

ular body of water being fished,

species of fish sought, size of fish, 
type of rod, line size, selection of 
natural bait (alive or dead) and the 

angler's experience level.  

There are a wide variety of hooks 

available on the market, including 
barbless. When catch-and-release is
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required, barbless hooks can be a ter

rific tool for success. The three most 

popular are traditional J-hooks, tre
ble hooks and circle hooks.  

Hook sizes are generally referred to 

by number from the smallest (size 32) 

to the largest (size 19/0). For hook 
sizes from 32 to 1, the larger the 

number, the smaller the hook. For 

hook sizes from 1/o (called a "one
aught") to 19/o, the larger the num

ber, the larger the hook.  

If barbless hooks are not available, a 
pinch with a pair of needle-nose pli

ers can quickly eliminate the barb on 
any hook.  

For the junior angler, fishing with a 

barbless circle hook eliminates the 

need for the traditional hook-set to 

successfully hook the fish. With a 

gentle pull, the circle hook design 
typically hooks the fish in the lip with 
a better clasp and eliminates the need 

for a barb to prevent the hook from 
coming out. This allows the angler or 
instructor to easily and quickly 
remove the hook, eliminating the 
gut-hooking that can often occur 
when a fish swallows the bait.  

At a fishing field trip to Sea Center 
Texas for Houston Independent 

School District students last year, we 

used size 1/O and 2/0 circle hooks on 
some nice-sized redfish and speckled 
trout with great results.  

Consider using barbless circle 
hooks for your best chance at catch

ing and releasing fish and increasing 
survival rates.

SIGHTS & SOUNDS TEXAS PARKS & WNILOLIFE TV AND RADIO 

10- o !

May 29-June 5: 
Gulf game wardens; 
Washington-on-the
Brazos; biking 
Government Canyon; 
honoring D-Day vets; 
above the coast.  

June 5-12: 
Wind energy and 
wildlife; saving sea 
turtles; Devils River 
State Natural Area; Hill 
Country haven; ridley's 
release.  

June 12-19: 
Coastal winds and 
wildlife; Texas horned 
lizards; nature's cleanup 

-- -- - -+

crew; Engeling beaver 
pond; Duval County 
Ranch revived; LBJ 
State Park.  

June 19-26: 
Angling under the 
stars; oyster king 
Sammy Ray; Mustang 
Island State Park; 
Blunn Creek, Lone Oak 
Ranch wetlands.  

June 26-July 3: 
Bald eagles back in 
Texas; hunting dogs; 
biking Cleburne State 
Park; Mott Creek 
Ranch nature tourism; 
Palo Duro Canyon.

Passport to Texas is your radio guide to the 
great Texas outdoors. Visit www.passporttotexas.org to 
find a station near you that broadcasts the show, or 
listen online.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our television 
series is broadcast throughout Texas on local 
PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed captions.  

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv

PASSPORT TO TEXAS

Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays for a 

90-second excursion into the Texas outdoors.  

Find a station near you, or listen on the Web at 

www.passporttotexas.org

4 dH & tc!

Visit 
Big 
Bend 
Big Bend has a lot of elbow 
room for exploration and 
relaxation - where adventure 
can be tough, soft, or in 
between where you come for 
the great scenery, but what 
you will remember most I the 
warm West Texas hospitality 

From the Marathon Plateau to 
the Chisos Mountains, and 
south to the Rio Grande. Big 
Bend visitors find scenic 
beauty and peaceful solitude at 
every turn. Named for the great 
curve in the Rio Grande, Big 
Bend offers more than a milior 
acres of public parkland, and 
endless landscapes where 
cloud-tipped mountains rise 
above paint-rock desert.  

www.visitbigbend.com

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 17
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DESTINATION: LOWER LAGUNA MADRE 
TRAVEL TIME FROM: 
AUSTIN - 6.25 HOURS / BROWNSVILLE - 0.5 HOURS / DALLAS - 9.5 HOURS 
HOUSTON - 6.5 HOURS / SAN ANTONIO - 5 HOURS / LUBBOCK - 11.75 HOURS / EL PASO - 14 HOURS 

Trip to the Tip of Texas 
Bd sightings and marine ife make a Lower Laguna Madre trek memorable.

V

Nestled in the southeastern corner 
of the state, bordered by the Gulf of 

Mexico to the east and Mexico to the 

south, the Lower Laguna Madre is a place 
unlike any other in Texas. The "Tip of 
Texas" is home to natural beauty, history, 
modern development and rich cultural 

heritage. Port Isabel, South Padre Island 
and coastal Cameron County offer too 

much to see and do in three days.  

The only real challenge to visiting the 
Lower Laguna Madre area is getting 
there. Separated from the rest of Texas by 
vast tracts of ranchland, the trek requires 

some driving. Visitors have the option of

driving the whole way or flying into 
Harlingen or Brownsville and driving the 
remaining leg of the journey. Either way, 
what awaits at the end of Texas Highway 

100 is well worth the effort.  

Day 1 
The first day is for unwinding and 

adjusting to the slower pace of life in the 
Texas tropics. After a late breakfast at the 

Grapevine Cafe, a local favorite, we head 

to South Padre's iconic beach. Since it is 
so far south, South Padre's beach features 
white sand and clear-green beachfront 
water. Take a stroll, collect seashells,

watch dolphins frolic in the surf, walk out 
on jetties, go boogie-boarding, view sea 
turtle nests or just lie down and read a 

book. Since South Padre is such a narrow 

island, every condo and hotel is within 
walking distance of the beach.  

After a filling lunch at Blackbeard's, an 
island institution since the 1970s, head 
north on Padre Boulevard to the South 

Padre Island Birding and Nature Center.  
With more than 4,800 feet of boardwalk 

that skirts the shallow estuary and tidal 

flats, the nature center offers a great way 

to walk off lunch and enjoy wildlife at the 

same time. The center also features seven
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South Padre Island's 
iconic beaches 
entice visitors to 
play in the surf or 
relax on the sand.
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bird linds, a five-story viewing tower, a 
nature gift shop and an auditorium 
showing a short film about the flora and 
fauna of South Padre Island. The SPI 

Birding and Nature Center, one of tie 

World Birding Center's network of nine 
birding sites in the Rio Grande Valley, 
offers visitors 50 acres for viewing 
dozens of bird species, including 
roseate spoonbills, peregrine falcons, 

ospreys and ruddy turnstones.  

As you're leaving the center, swing 
next door to the South Padre Island 
Convention Center to view the Whaling 

Wall. One of a series of 100 murals 
throughout the world painted by 
renowned wildlife artist Wyland, the 
Whaling Wall covers the eastern wall of 
the convention center and depicts orcas 
in the Gulf of Mexico.  

After snapping a few photos of the 

Whaling Wall, head a couple of blocks 
south on Padre Boulevard and stop in at 

Sea Turtle Inc. Founded in 1977 by leg

endary "sea turtle lady" Ila Loetscher to 

aid in the recovery of the endangered 

Kemp's ridley sea turtle, Sea Turtle Inc.  

now assists in the rescue and rehabilita

tion of all species of sea turtles and 

offers educational programs at its turtle 

rehabilitation facility.  
Once you've taken in one of the 30

minute Turtle Talks, cruise down to

Cabins 
Rental Cottages 

Full Service 
Resorts 

Luxury B&B's 
Reunion Facilities 

Corporate Retreats 

CenrallyAward Winning Marina, 

Four Seasons , a ,... , 

of Fun

www. etawa-vcapltal.cor
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the Sea Ranch Marina at the southern end of the island. There 
you'll find moored the Lag-na Skimmer of the Fins to Feathers 
tours. Hop aboard for a private dolphin-watching and birding 
tour with Captains George and Scarlet Colley. Make sure you 
get back in time to head to the mid-island area for dinner at 

Scampi's, where the evening sunsets over the Laguna Madre are 

absolutely breathtaking. After sunset, visitors are treated to an 

amazing fireworks display over the Laguna Madre every Friday 

night in the summer months.  

Day 2 
The second day is for exploring the mainland side of the 

Laguna Madre area. Start by picking up a monster breakfast taco 

at Manuel's in Port Isabel, then head out of town on Texas 

Highway 10o to Los Fresnos. There, take a left on Paredes Line 

Road (County Road 1847) and drive down to the Palo Alto 
Battlefield, which is the site of the first battle in the U.S.-Mexican 
War. The Battle of Palo Alto took place on May 8, 1846. Today, 
the battlefield looks much the same as it did then. A half-mile 
trail leads visitors to an overlook with a panoramic view of the bat

tle site, designated a national historic site in 1978. The visitor 
center and museum features several artifacts from the battle and 

a short film about the U.S.-Mexican War.  

Head east on FM 511, then take a left and head north on Texas 

Highway 48, which will take you back into Port Isabel. On the way, 
make sure to stop by the Bahia Granie, which abuts the highway 

south of Port Isabel. A naturally occurring wetland of about 

10,000 surface acres, the Bahia Grande was dry for decades after 

its connection to the Laguna Madre was severed by the creation of 
the Brownsville Ship Channel and :he adjacent highway. The 

reflooding of the Bahia Grande in 2005 was hailed as the largest 
estuary reclamation project in North America. Just off the high

way, visitors can view the Bahia's mangrove-ringed waters and the 

abundant birds that live near the small parking area.  

Back in Port Isabel, grab a quick seafood lunch at White Sands, 
then head off to the Museums of Port Isabel. This trio of sites 
includes the Treasures of the Gulf Museum, the Port Isabel
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Historical Museum and the Port Isabel Lighthouse. The Port 
Isabel Historical Museum showcases the area's history from 
Native American times to modern day, while the Treasures of the 

Gulf Museum features the three Spanish shipwrecks that 
occurred in the near-shore waters of the Gulf of Mexico in 1554.  
The Port Isabel Lighthouse is a piece of history in itself, con
structed in 1852. All three locations are adjacent; viewing all three 

is as easy as walking across the street. The Port Isabel Chamber of 

Commerce and Visitors Center occupies a replica of the original 
keeper's cottage on the lighthouse grounds.  

Before sitting down for dinner at Pirate's Landing, overlook

ing the Laguna Madre, spend some time touring the shops 
around the Lighthouse Square. And, don't forget to visit the Sea 

Life Center, which showcases a variety of marine life from the 
bay. If time allows, take a cruise on the Black Dragon, a replica 
pirate ship that departs from Pirate's Fishing Pier. And, if it hap
pens to be Friday, stroll back to the lighthouse lawn after dinner 

and watch a movie projected against a lighthouse wall.  

Day 3 
Your trip's not over yet. As you drive through Port Isabel, stop 

by Isabel's Cafe for an authentic Mexican breakfast. Following 
Texas Highway 100 out of town, take a right on FM 510 in Laguna 

Vista and head to Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, 
home to a dizzying array of bird species (413 have been docu

mented) and 11 federally listed endangered species, including the 
elusive ocelot.  

Laguna Atascosa features six hiking trails that range from one

eighth of a mile to 4.2 miles. If you prefer to stay in your vehicle, 
there are two driving trails. Lakeside Drive is a 1.5-mile road that 

takes visitors to the refuge's namesake lake. Bayside Drive is a 15
mile loop that winds its way through the refuge and offers scenic 
vistas as it follows the Lower Laguna's western shoreline.  

Whether it's chachalacas next to the visitor center, gators sun

ning at Alligator Pond or an osprey swooping down to grab a 

mullet from the bay, there's always something to remember from 

a trip to Laguna Atascosa.  

Further exploration of coastal Cameron County reveals a 

treasure trove of attractions - state parks, Gladys Porter Zoo, 
Arroyo City, Boca Chica Beach and the Rio Grande. Other 
activities featured in this area include golfing, fishing, wind

surfing and parasailing.  

It's clear that three days really isn't enough time to enjoy all the 

Lower Laguna Madre area has to offer. But, that's all the more 

reason to return - often. * 

Details: 
" Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge, 956-748-3607, 

www.fws.gov/refuges/profiles/index.cfm?id=21553 
* Museums of Port Isabel, 956-943-7602, www.portisabelmuseums.com 
" Palo Alto Battlefield, 956-541-2785, www.nps.gov/paal 
" Sea Life Center, 956-299-1957 
" Sea Turtle Inc., 956-761-4511, www.seaturtleinc.org 
" SPI Birding and Nature Center, 956-243-8179, www.spibirding.com 
" Blackbeard's, 956-761-2962, ww.blackbeardsspi.com 
* Grapevine Cafe, 956-761-8463 
* Isabel's Cafe, 956-943-5082 
* Manuel's, 956-943-1655 
" Pirate's Landing, 956-943-3663, www.pirateslandingrestaurant.com 
eScampi's, 956-761-1755 
* White Sands Restaurant, 956-943-2414, www.the-white-sands.com 
" Black Dragon Cruises, 956-943-6283, www.blackdragoncruises.com 0 

" Fins to Feathers Tours, 956-299-0629, www.fin2feather.com o
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RECENTLY, WHEN A FISHING BUDDY ASKED ME WHAT I 
WOULD INCLUDE IN A LIST OF MY MOST UNFORGETTABLE 
CATCHES, I REALIZED THREE OF THE MEMORIES REVOLVED 
AROUND THE SAME SPECIES: REDFISH.

The sizes of the three fish were radically 

different. Ironically, the smallest of the lot 

was the most sensational. The largest was 

my first bona fide "big fish," one caught 

on my last outing with my grandfather.  

The midsized fish baptized me with a jolt 

of pure adrenaline into one of saltwater 

fishing's most explosive styles.  

I caught the big one in the spring of 

1966. More than 38 inches long, it picked 

up a peeled dead shrimp from the 40

foot-deep base of the North Galveston 

Jetty and taught me how it feels to be over

whelmed by a fish, to watch 30-pound

test monofilament melt like hot wax from 

a maxed-out fishing reel when the only 

plausible strategy is to stranglehold the rod 

handle and fervently pray that the line 

won't break.  

I crossed paths with the midsized fish, a 

26-incher, almost 20 years later. It 

pounced like a starving stray cat on a cigar

shaped topwater plug and erratically 

danced atop a ragged patch of 3-foot

deep oyster shell on the southern end of 

San Antonio Bay. That fish vividly 

demonstrated why topwater lure strikes 

are called "blow-ups" by experienced sur

face-fishing fans.  

But again, with all due respect to the 

other two, the memory of the third fish 

remains the most intense. It was late sum

mer of 1995. I was wade-fishing Port 

Mansfield's East Cut on a blessedly calm 

but brutally hot day of whispering breeze 

and slightly wrinkled flats. Rooting the 

spackled marl bottom just a few feet from 

shore, the fish abandoned a small school 

of near-identical specimens to launch a 

singular assault on a tiny shrimp-imitat

ing streamer. A 21-incher that I watched

for almost a minute before executing a 

carefully targeted cast with trembling 

hands, that one little fish forever hooked 

me on saltwater fly fishing.  

Three fish, three distinct memories.  

Where they were caught, the tackle used 

to capture them and the baits and tech

niques that motivated each of them to 

strike were all distinctly different. They 

shared only a single common trait 

they were all redfish.  

The species known to biologists as red 

drum (and to anglers as redfish) is 

arguably the most diverse resident of 

Texas' coastal waters. The incredibly vast
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range a redfish covers in the course of its 

tenuous lifetime is a mirror image of Lae 

myriad opportunities it provides to ree
ational anglers. Foraging inside snailow 

estuaries, riding outgoing tides through 

the congested funnels of jetty channels 

and beachfront passes or ranging at large 

throughout the vast inner space :f the 

open Gulf of Mexico, the redfish is a 

study in contrasts throughout its aniazIng 

and arduous life.  

Arguably no other saltwater fish 

means so many different things to so 

many enthusiastic anglers. If the value 

of the redfish were ever in doubt, those 

reservations were laid to rest in :he 

mid- to late 1970s.  

At the time, Texas' redfish popu'at:on 

was being decimated by illegal gill netting.

Monofilament gill nets in :he hands of a 

few commercial fishing cujaws were dev

astatingly effective. Placed at the mouth of 

a shallow-wacer cove :ha: held concentrat

ed numbers of fish. particularly during 

the winter months, one well-placed gill 

net could wipe out an entire school of 

reds in a single night. The scene played 

itself over and over again, taking a collec

tively greater toll on the species, until 

recreational fishermen brought the issue 

to a head in the _exas Legislature via 

House Bill 1000, known today as the 

Redfish Bill. Their mission was to protect 

both redfish and spotted seatrout as game 

fish, off-limits to commercial harvest 

within state waters.  

The then-fledgling, Houston-based 

Gulf Coast Conservation Association

(GCCA) led the charge. Now l- nown as 

CCA, the Coas-al Conservation 

Association, the group has grown expo

rnentially, working throughout the Gulf, 
Atlantic and Pacific Northwest coast

L-nes to help shepherd and monitor a 

host of invaluable saltwater species.  

But it all began in Texas with :he 

appearance of countless pickups and 

center-consoled bay boats bearing 

prominent bronze bumper stickers 

with the simple but succinct slogan 

"Save the Redfish." 

With the passage cf HB 1000 in 1981 

- along with progressively :ightened 

recreational fishing regulations, the cre
ation and designated funding of saltwa

ter fishing stamps and, perhaps rrost 
notably, the construction of a world-
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class saltwater hatchery complex - Texas 

anglers, working in tandem with the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
paved the path for a dramatic recovery.  

Today, redfish populations are both 

healthy and stable. Despite being offered 

the opportunity to liberalize redfish size 

and bag limits on three different occa

sions in years past, the state's coastal fish

ermen have ardently refused the option.  

The daily bag limit stands today, as it has 

for decades, at three fish. All fish retained 

must measure inside a slot limit range of 

20 to 28 inches, and only one fish a year 

greater than 28 inches may be retained 

through the use of a special trophy tag 

that's carried on saltwater fishing licenses.  

According to veteran marine biologist 

Lance Robinson, TPWD regional direc

tor for the Coastal Fisheries Division, it's 

a management strategy that works 

remarkably well.  

Robinson is a walking coastal fisheries 

database, a center-field player in an 

increasingly high-tech world with an 

unerring knack for translating highly 

technical jargon into a parlance that the

average person can comprehend.  

Determining the age of fish is a surpris

ingly exact process, Robinson says, thanks 

to the existence of a pair of bones known 

as otoliths, located just behind the brain 

in the ear cavity of the fish.  

"Otoliths are surrounded by a pocket of 

fluid, within a shell of sorts that encloses 

it," he explains. 'As the fluid moves, it 

sends signals to the brain, enabling it to 

remain upright as it swims.  

"When you take an otolith and section 

it, and shoot for its centermost section, it 

will have light and dark alternating 

bands," he continues. "Darker bands 

represent wintertime, when in accor

dance with its metabolism the fish's 

growth rate is substantially slowed.  

Lighter bands represent summer, when 

the fish is consuming more and laying 

down more calcium along that structure." 

Marine biologists determine the age of 

fish much the same way that forestry 

experts gauge the age of trees through the 

rings in the trunk. "You can count back to 

the center point," Robinson says. "With 

smaller juvenile fish, you can even deter-
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The oldest redfish that Robinson and 

associates have discovered was determined 

to be 35 years old. A fish of that age, 

swimming offshore today, would have 

hatched out in 1976.  

For me, the redfish's longevity is 

especially significant. I was 10 years old 

when I cranked that big, bronze-scaled 

bruiser up from the depths of the 

Galveston Ship Channel. In all likeli

hood, my first "bull red" was conserva

tively at least twice as old as I was.  

That's a humbling thought.  

It was the norm, back in those days, to 

take fish of that size home to eat. They 

were about as easy to butcher as a feral 

hog, though they yielded far less edible 

meat. By the time the head and entrails 

were removed, the fish was filleted and 
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it's an alternating cycle. The carrying 

capacity only allows for so much." 

Accordingly, the physically powerful but 

environmentally sensitive redfish needs to 

be constantly monitored both offshore 

f 9and inshore - from the massive influx of 

spawning fish that venture close to the 

beach in September to their current-car

ried, fertilized eggs that hatch out in grassy 

estuaries to the young fish that, with an 

incredible degree of luck, live to survive 

the roughly five years required to grow 

large enough to migrate offshore and 

repeat the reproductive process.  

The odds of a microscopic redfish 

"fry" dying before attaining the 2- to 

3-inch fingerling stage, Robinson 

says, are "stag

geringly high." 
7he a,,i 'ae ted drun- -I- ,n ~en-erente s r~ey /V~oQVes ,CtvesZ6in' Z/7e Luckily, a large 

~b~~c ~ e- /5 )~ ~ / ~ ~ Jfemale redfish 
'can ,deposit 3 
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she has the ?chare zio spaw . The red drunr 's zhe e

skinned, its riD cage was cut free and the 

dark-red meat was sliced out of its lateral 

line, there was relatively little left.  

Furthermore, what did remain was coarse 

and woody, nothing like the delicate and 

savory fillet of a 25-inch-class red.  

For that reason, and even more in def

erence to conservation concerns, more 

and more saltwater fishermen are becom

ing steadfast practitioners and supporters 

of catch-and-release.  

"Catch-and-release has come into 

vogue in recent years throughout the 

coastal fishing community," Robinson 

says. "And that's a very good thing, given 

the red drum's spawning traits. Unlike 

spotted seatrout, which usually spawn at 

least once before they reach the minimum 

legal length of 15 inches, and flounder as 

well, female redfish have to reach at least 

four or more likely five years of age before 

they are capable of reproduction." 

The unique red drum management 

strategy involves harvesting the animals 

as juveniles. With fish like spotted 

seatrout and flounder, the minimum 

size is typically designed to protect the 

female so she has the chance to spawn.  

The red drum -s the exception. By the 

time they're ready to spawn, most red

drum have moved out of the bays and 

into the Gulf and have become less valu

able as a food fish.  

"We are protecting a slot of sub-adult 

fish," Robinson says. "Males and females 

are equally protected. The slot limit is 

designed so that once the fish reaches a 

length above the upper-end slot size of 

28 inches, the majority move out into 

the Gulf and become part of the spawn

ing population. We achieve an escape

ment rate of 30 percent, meaning 30 

percent of those juveniles we manage 

make it through the inshore gauntlet 

and become part of the sexually mature 

Gulf population." 

Virtually everything in fisheries man

agement hinges to a great degree on car

rying capacity, Robinson notes.  

"You can only carry so much biomass in 

an ecosystem," he says. "It's all based on 

what they can eat, the available forage. If 

you lose forage, then it's going to trickle 

up to apex predators. There is not enough 

for them to eat; therefore, their popula

tion is going to drop. If you track it over 

time, with increases in forage fish popu

lations, you subsequently see a propor

tionate increase in predators. It usually 

lags a year behind the forage changes, and

more during the 

spawning season.  

Curiously, even 

though the biggest of big redfish are 

almost exclusively females, the term "bull 

red" applies to both sexes. Meanwhile, 

large female spotted seatrout, red snap

per and select other saltwater species 

remain "sows." Go figure.  

As for the male redfish, its most obvi

ous characteristic is its "drumming" 

sound, a booming and guttural thump 

that's startling to hear the first time. It 

serves to attract mates, says Robinson.  

Vulnerable red drum live under the 

incessant threat of natural predators and 

diseases as well as unpredictable algae 

blooms and lethal, fish-killing freezes.  

In addition, their young are extremely 

reliant on river-borne infusions of fresh 

water, the sometimes restricted and 

often erratic runoff that's the virtual 

lifeblood of coastal estuaries. It only 

makes sense to be extra-protective of this 

highly prized and sometimes intimidat

ing brute of a sport fish.  

Every redfish that makes it through 

the gauntlet, regardless of when, where 

and how it's eventually caught, is a 

priceless commodity. It is, after all, 
impossible to gauge the value of a life

long memory.  

Or, if you're lucky, three. *
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ANY ANGLER 
WHO HAS STARED 

INTO THE HYPNOTIC 
EYE OF A TETHERED 

TARPON HAS 
BEGGED FORA 
REMATCH.

For many anglers this quest is a com

pulsion rather than a choice. It's not 

important whether the engagement 

ended in satisfaction or simply ended 

too soon. The mighty "silver king" is 

capable of haunting souls for a lifetime 

after a single meeting.  

Perhaps it's the tarpon's commanding 

presence and stature that lure us, or 

maybe it's the gravity-defying acrobatics 

and manic displays of desperation it per

forms with predictable regularity. Elusive 

and powerful fish such as this carry a 

potent allure. Part of the attraction may 

come from our perception that this 

ancient being is an enigma of evolution, a 

survivor of pure defiance.  

Possibly it's the way tarpon tease 

anglers. Their unusual threadfin dorsal 

taunts us like a strand of yarn to a kitten.  

And they do this within such easy reach 

of shore. Massive specimens swim in 

waters shallow enough for a person to 

stand in, and yet they're capable of 

reaching tremendous depths in the 

open ocean. The way they casually roll at 

the surface within rod's length on trop

ically warm flats seems to whisper "catch 

me if you can." 

Tosh Brown, fly fisherman and author 

of Megalops -AnAngler'sAffair with Tarpon, sug

gests that the surface roll of a tarpon 

might be the fish sizing up its opponent 

before battle, like "the sly and wry glanc

ing introduction of adversaries." He 

writes: "This is not a fish that one can 

easily master. In fact, I can't think of

another angling adversary that swims 

around with a more bizarre resum6 of 

physical and behavioral quirks. He's a 

finicky eater, he's hard to hook, even 
harder to land, and he wakes up on a dif

ferent planet each and every morning." 

But when the planets align, what an 

exhilarating angling thrill.  

HOOKED THE 
FIRST TIME 

My initial encounter with a tarpon 

came unexpectedly, about 14 years ago on 

the north jetty at Port Aransas. My ambi

tions for the day were not high. I hoped to 

catch a few spotted seatrout before the 

midday heat of South Texas chased me off 

the fabled granite blocks of a town once 

known as Tarpon.  

It was one of those mornings that make 

even seasoned jetty anglers skip recklessly 

eastward with giddy anticipation. The 

Gulf was silky calm and transparent. A 

southeast breeze barely provoked a whis

per from the cotton-topped bluestem 

along San Jose Island's beach. Green sea 

turtles paddled among schools of mullet 

near the rocks, while herring and 

sparkling minnows of every persuasion 

attracted the attention of hungry brown 

pelicans, terns and laughing gulls.  

My usual pause near the beach was cut 

short by the promise of waters beyond the 

surf. The pace of my gait hastened as I 
rounded the jetty's curve and headed 

toward its farthest reach.

Elusive an powruL, the tron 1IS a 

salwaeraer 

And when I arrived at the end, I 

dropped my backpack and surveyed the 

silence. When you're alone at the end 

of the north jetty in Port Aransas, you 

truly are alone. It's a rare but cher

ished circumstance.  

There is a spot just north of the jetty's 

tip where the stingy waters open. We call it 

a hole, but it's really not. It's a spot where 

the Gulf currents spin and twirl into a 

vortex, we assume. And regular jetty 

anglers know this eddy is a baitfish mag
net. Predator fish found it first, I'm sure.  

Carefully, I climbed to an appropriate 

perch and hurled a two-fisted cast north

ward into the hole. I counted silently as 
my lure descended to what I hoped would 

be the proper depth that day. Counting is 

a jetty angler's method of measuring the 

depth of a falling lure. I repeated this sev

eral times, allowing the lure to drop a lit

tle farther with each successive toss.  

Several small boats with anglers 

motored into the area and anchored 

about 30 or 40 yards from my perch. So 

much for solitude. I waved and shrugged 

at the fishermen to indicate I had nothing 
to report.  

Soon afterward I caught a redfish to the 

approval of the crowd. And then some

thing faster and more powerful, probably 

a toothy Spanish mackerel, snatched my 

lure and broke it off.  

I tied on another jighead, attached a 

fresh Bass Assassin and returned to my 
rock. Before I could cast, something on 

the surface caught my eye. At first I mis

took it for a sea turtle surfacing for a 

breath. I scanned the Gulf intently for 

another glimpse. And there it was, the 

green backs of three tarpon rolling with

in casting distance.  

"Tarpon!" I yelled to the anglers in the 

nearest skiff. "Three of 'em." 

Before the swirl had settled I whipped 

a cast in the direction the trio was trav

eling. What happened next is a blurry 

memory enhanced by time and imagi-
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nation. I set the hook hard. The fish 

surfaced headfirst and then rose with a 

tail thrust, exposing half its body and its 

gaping jaws. It shook vigorously, but 

only for a moment, before descending.  

I tightened my grip as the rod lurched 

forward. This was a 5-footer, at least. I 

reared back to set the hook firmly again 

with my thumb lightly pressing on the 

spool. I hoped the hook's point was 

sharp enough to penetrate. I thought 

about the integrity of my knots.  

Suddenly the fish came bursting from 

the surface and suspended completely 

above the foam in a horizontal writhe.  

The separation was at least four feet. At 

this point, I may have panicked a little.  

Anglers from the three nearby boats 

shouted something like "Did you see 

that?" I held on tightly and watched the 

line on my spool slip away more quickly 

than I'd ever seen before.  

The fish jumped once more only to 

eject my lure from its temporary seat. The 

show and encore were brief, thrilling and

unforgettable. Disappointment rushed 

into my entire body as my lure bounced 

harmlessly onto the jetty rocks at my feet.  

But that feeling was quickly replaced with 

resolve to do better next time.  

Unfortunately, such dazzling displays 

have diminished in Texas waters since 

Port Aransas was known as the Tarpon 

Capital of the World in the 1930s and 

'40s. Some would argue that clever 

marketing back then stole the title 

from Florida, where tarpon continue 

to flourish.  

Texas historianJohn Guthrie Ford sug

gests that tarpon fishing may have started 

in South Texas with the construction of 

the Aransas Pass jetties in the 1
8 8 0s.  

More than this, Ford asserts, nonresident 

project engineers and supervisors, after 

spotting great schools of tarpon near Port 

Aransas, may have been responsible for 

starting the robust fishing guide industry 

in Port Aransas.  

The Tarpon Club, a consortium of 

wealthy anglers, opened in 1896. These

FINICKY 

HARD TO 
HOOK, EVEN 
HARDER TO 
LAND, AND HE 
\WAKES UP ON A 
DI FFELRENT 

AND EVERY 
MORNING. "
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SUCH 
DAZZLING 
DISPLAYS 

HAVE 
DIMINISHED 

IN TEXAS 
WATERS 

SINCE PORT 
ARANSAS WAS 

KNOWN AS 
THE TARPON 

CAPITAL OF 
THE WORLD 
IN THE J93os 

AND '4os.  

Tarpon, known as the "silver king," are 
celebrated for their fighting ability and 

aerial acrobatics,

fishermen hired local boatmen to take 

them tarpon fishing, Ford suggested.  

"Hundreds of world-class fishermen 

descended on this area, bringing with 

them the best fishing gear and years of 

experience," he wrote.  

In 1900, Ford writes, anglers from 

the Tarpon Club introduced power 

boats to Port Aransas, sparking a golden 

era of fishing and boat building on 

Mustang Island. Photos of tarpon from 

this period and beyond are easy to find, 

thanks, in part, to glory pictures from 

marina owner and guide Barney Farley's 

Tarpon Rodeo fishing tournament, 

which started in 1932. Tarpon remain a 

catch-and-photograph species in this 

granddaddy of Texas fishing contests, 

which continues today as the Deep Sea 

Roundup. But rarely is one caught dur

ing the event.  

On the wall of Port Aransas' famous 

Tarpon Inn, about 2,700 silver scales are 

displayed. Most are inscribed with the 

date and size of the catch. Few scales are 

dated after the 1940s.  

TARPON DECLINE 

IN TEXAS 

The tarpon decline in Texas has been 

as sad as it is puzzling. The species 

remains abundant in other places 

around the world, but it has been decades 

since Texans have used the word "abun

dant" to describe the state's transient tar

pon population, though they seem to be 

making a comeback.  

For years, Galveston's Gulf waters both 

near-shore and offshore have provided 

mostly summer and fall anglers a shot at 

catching one. Guides like Mike Williams 

have advertised since the 19
8 0s that giant 

fish feed and migrate through a stretch of 

water Williams calls Tarpon Alley.  

Tarpon Alley is a traditional migration 

corridor in the Gulf. Near Galveston, it's 

two to four miles offshore.  

More recently, shallow water has pro

vided anglers near Port O'Connor the 

opportunity to tease tarpon with artificial 

lures or flies. Most notable perhaps is fly

fisher Scott Graham's 2003 tarpon that 

weighed an estimated 201 pounds and 

measured more than 7 feet. In 2006, 

Jeremy Ebert of Deer Park caught a new 

state record tarpon on Oct. 4 off the 

Galveston Fishing Pier. Ebert's fish

weighed 210 pounds, ii ounces and 

measured 91 inches.  

Researchers believe Texas tarpon rep

resent two separate populations, one 
from Florida and a larger one from 

Mexico, where traditionally millions of 

pounds of tarpon are slaughtered annu

ally for human or pet food. Kill tourna

ments are big in Mexico, particularly 

near Veracruz. The rise in these activities 

coincided with the decline of Texas tar

pon in the mid-20th century.  

A piece of proposed federal legislation 

called the Tarpon Conservation Act seeks 

to encourage a coordinated stock assess

ment effort among Gulf states. The law 

calls for a uniform regulation plan and 

development of an international man

agement strategy.  

The tarpon decline probably is not 

completely an international issue. In 

the 1950s and 19
6 0s, many Texas rivers 

were dammed to create reservoirs. The 

resulting reduction in nutrients and 

freshwater inflow had a negative impact 

on crabs and other marine life that tar

pon eat, biologists believe. This, in 

turn, makes the estuarine waters of 

Texas less attractive to tarpon during 

their migration.  

Tarpon spawn offshore. Their larvae 

ride currents into freshwater or brack

ish estuaries, including rivers, where 

they mature. They return to the Gulf 

after reaching lengths of 4 to 4.5 feet.  

Tarpon don't spawn until they're about 

13. They can live 80 years. Adults of 

100 pounds or larger are migratory, 

traveling great distances for food and 

comfortable temperatures. Jerry Ault, 

noted tarpon biologist from the 

University of Miami, believes Texas 

remains on the tarpon migration route, 

but the lack of food may have pushed 

their route farther offshore and out of 

sight of many anglers. This would sup

port Williams' Tarpon Alley theory.  

Longtime Texas angler David West 

recalls juvenile tarpon being caught 20 to 

30 years ago near the warm-water dis

charge of an electric plant near the 

mouth of the Nueces River at Nueces 

Bay. And remnants of the tarpon's past 

can still be found in the Nueces River, 

where juvenile fish can be seen rolling at 
the surface downriver of Corpus Christi's 

LaBonte Park.  

Each summer and fall, several dozen
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tarpon are hooked and/or caught from 

Corpus Christi's Bob Hall Pier on 

Padre Island and near South Padre's 

Brazos Santiago jetty. In 2010, a school 

of nearly 40 tarpon visited the Upper 

Laguna Madre near Corpus Christi.  

Locals assume the fish reached the bay 

through the newly dredged Packery 

Channel, which separates Mustang and 

Padre islands. These fish were in the 

25- to 40-pound class, according to 

witnesses. Several measuring nearly 4 

feet were caught.  

Sketchy reports of palm-sized tarpon 

caught in cast nets have come through

out the Coastal Bend in recent decades, 
mostly from backwater ditches near 

Aransas Pass or along Laguna Shores 

Road in the Upper Laguna Madre. Many 

sightings go unreported.  

The Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department is trying to change this.  

Since May 2009, 33 tarpon observa

tions representing 351 tarpon have been 

submitted to the department through its 

Tarpon Observation Network, which 

can be found at www.tpwd.state.tx.us 

/tarpon. Observations have come from 

Sabine Pass to South Padre Island, but 

most are from the lower coast, south of 

Matagorda Bay. The effort has roughly 

doubled the amount of data about tar

pon that TPWD had previously collected 

over 35 years of routine sampling.  

While most tarpon network sightings 

represent sub-adults under 6 feet in 

length, reports of adults over 6 feet are 

not uncommon. Most tarpon sightings 

come from the surf from August 

through October. Sadly, five dead tar

pon in the 12- to 24-inch range were 

reported in January. These were killed 

from a sudden drop in water tempera

ture after a cold front and were found 

in a drainage ditch in Aransas Pass.  

TPWD's Art Morris, who oversees the 

tarpon program, said the most remark

able observation involved a 30-inch 

juvenile caught and released about 23 

river miles upstream from the mouth 

of the Brazos River.  

Morris says the main goal of the pro

gram is to document where and when 

Tarpon are characterized by ther Iarge 
scales and by an elongated ray 

at the end at the dorsal fin.
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tarpon use Texas waters, with hopes of 

increasing their numbers.  

"Already the program has opened our 

eyes on where we can find tarpon," 

Morris says.  

Relatively speaking, very little money 

and effort have been spent on this cov

eted sport fish. Traditionally, research 

dollars focus primarily on commercial 

species, reflecting a funding philosophy 

that seems to ignore the economic ben

efits of recreational angling. But sport 

fish research is on the rise because of 

funding sources such as the Florida

based Bonefish and Tarpon Trust and, 

in Texas, a science-based group called 

Tarpon Tomorrow, founded about 10 

years ago by Corpus Christi 

angler/attorney Paul Swacina.  

TPWD, the Saltwater Fisheries 

Enhancement Association and the 

University of Texas Marine Science 

Institute at Port Aransas have joined 

the effort.  

Much of the research seeks the answer 

to a single international question: Are 

their tarpon our tarpon? 

The best way to learn this is through the 

use of satellite tags, which can chart the 

movements of fish for months.  

Ault believes a partnership between 

science and anglers is the most efficient 

way to put tags on fish. Houston 

angler/attorney Scott Alford agrees.  

Through a series of tarpon tagging tour

naments, Alford has put 21 pop-up 

archival satellite tags on Texas fish. Since 

the effort began, biologists (with help 

from anglers) have attached 155 of the 

$3,500 electronic data-recording 

devices on tarpon in the Gulf, including 

some in Mexico.  

The resulting data shows that their tar

pon are indeed our tarpon. We've also 

learned that tarpon in the eastern and 

western populations mingle at the mouth 

of the Mississippi River. Ault also has 

concluded that tarpon migrating along 

the eastern Gulf and in the Atlantic along 

the Eastern Seaboard are a connected 

unit. We don't know why some go left and 

some go right when they reach the tip of 
Florida, Ault says.  

"We know they're moving a heck of a 

lot farther than we ever expected," he 

says. "And that there's a lot more we 

have to learn." *
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students are 

hoisting shovels with passion, while 

others tenderly sculpt small piles of 

mulch around stalks of native prairie 

grass. Boys and girls cheerfully slog 

around in mudboots, toting giant.  

sloshing buckets between the water 

faucets and their prairie grass dem-on

stration, pouring the water in careful 

circles around each waving cluster. They 

barely notice me as they weave past, call

ing out directions to their classmates.  

These are the Prairie Protectors, and 

they exhibit the confidence of construc

tion managers on their small piece cf 

landscape - after all, these teens are the 

ones who have made it happen.  

In a landscape previously dominated 

by Bermuda grass, dandelions and 

clover, Terry Snow's eighth-grade sci

ence class has built a blackland prairie 

refuge in this town west of Fort Worth.  

Teacher and students replaced these 

modern-day squatters with native plants 

such as big muhly, pink n-uhly, 
bluestem and Indian feathergrass to 

replicate the prairie's native diversity.  

This demonstration is part of their 

ambitious goal to educate themselves 

and their community about the lilack-

land prairie, one of the most diverse 

and most depleted - ecoregions in 

Texas. For the past two years, Snow and 

her science students have restored 

native prairie and developed a trail at a 

nearby ranch to teach elementary stu

dents about native wildlife. Now, they 

are spending the weekend creating a 

1,200-square-foot representation of 

their trail at their school to strengthen 

community involvement.  

Best of all, it's the kids, not the 

teacher, who have designed, built and 

organized each step in the process.  

"It's gone from them learning what 

makes a healthy ecosystem to total own

ership of this huge project," says Snow.  

The project was made possible by the 

Healthy Habitat grants, a partnership 

between the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department, the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Foundation, Service Learning 

Texas and the natural gas company 

Encana to combine service learning 

with environmental policy. To Nancy 

Herron, director of education and out

reach for TPWD. it was a natural fit.  

"Encana wanted to work with schools 

and with us; we wanted to get kids con

nected to their local habitat," Herron

says. "This was an opportunity for stu

dents to help solve real problems laid 

out in the Texas Conservation Action 

Plan and work alongside local resource 

professionals. So we called on our part

ner, Service Learning Texas, to create 

the Texas Healthy Habitat grants." 

The program is in its second year, 

and this year 18 Texas schools and non

profit youth organizations received 

more than $170,000 in grants. Each 

school can receive as much as $1o,ooo 

to take on a local environmental prob

lem. When Flour Bluff Intermediate 

School received a grant to tackle inva

sive species in Corpus Christi wetlands, 

students joined forces with local botan

ical groups to restore native plants, 

helping migrating birds in the process.  

In The Woodlands, the Extraordinary 

Education Family Learning Center 

attracts butterflies and home school 

students with its natural habitat refuge 

for native plants and wildlife.  

Healthy Habitat grants work toward 

two main goals. First, the grants 

endeavor to get the students, and the 

community, to become aware of their 

habitat and its issues. Then, as stu

dents work with members of their
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community to actively address these 

issues, they learn that they can make a 

difference. Students may also consider 

possible careers in natural resources.  

These goals line up with service learn

ing, where curriculum and service are 

integrated. Students reach out to com

munity partners and identify a need in 

a community, and teachers skillfully 

include lessons related to the project in 

the curriculum. But this real-life learn

ing goes far beyond the classroom.  

"The first step in lifelong steward

ship is believing that you can make a 

difference. Healthy Habitat helps stu

dents know they have a place at the table 

as their community tackles local 

issues," says Herron. "Service learning 

facilitates awareness, problem-solving, 

partnerships and real-life learning of 

math, science, language arts ... most 

subject areas, in a way that students are 

motivated and taking the lead." 

It's education in action, bringing 

school curriculum and learning objec

tives to civic engagement and responsi

bility. The idea is to allow students to

lead the process, with teachers and pro

fessionals providing support.  

"It gives kids room to ask, to probe, 

to experiment. They learn why things 

will or won't work," says Herron.  

Studies show that good service learn

ing leads to a rise in career exploration, 
problem-solving skills, complex rea

soning, ethical reasoning, self-confi

dence, test scores, graduation rates and 

social involvement. Through their 

heightened knowledge and involve

ment, they become empowered in their 

role in the world and can better trans

late school curriculum to their life.  

"Seventy-seven percent of students 

in service learning programs say serv

ice learning had a big effect on moti

vating them to work hard," says one 

recent report.  

If that motivation doesn't explain the 

success of the Prairie Protectors pro

gram at Aledo Middle School, nothing 

will. These eighth-grade students have 

won awards for their labors, receiving 

recognition from the Texas Land 

Conservancy, and have spoken at con-

ferences throughout Texas - teaching 

teachers. Aledo's partners include 

Texas A&M University's AgriLife 

Extension Service and the Tarrant 

Regional Water District.  

Each of the 80 students helping that 

day is focused and involved - no cell

phones can be seen or heard. When I 

ask about their work, they reply with 

the newfound authority of budding 

TPWD biologists. Valentino utilizes 

his love of math for this project by col

lecting water quality and average rain

fall data. Alex confidently explains how 

the grasses in a tallgrass prairie save 

water in local watersheds.  

The Aledo project started when 

pipeline was laid at Bear Creek Ranch, a 

cattle and educational ranch teeming 

with native wildlife. The Natural 

Resources Conservation Service uses the 

ranch for demonstration for landowners 

and range management specialists.  

"Students can get a glimpse of what 

the area looked like when it was being 

settled by Europeans and how grazing 

animals maintained the prairie," says

IT'S EDUCATION IN ACTION, BRINGING SCHOOL CURRICULUM AND 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES TO CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND RESPONSIBILITY.

Opposite and this 
page: At Aledo 
Middle School, stu
dents, teachers and 
volunteers work to 
bring a piece of 
prairie to the school 
in a project made 
possible by a 
Healthy Habitat
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Robert Potts, president of the Dixon 

Water Foundation, which supports sus

tainable watershed management.  

For the Aledo Healthy Habitat 

grant, 1,200 elementary and middle 

school students reseeded 25 acres of 

the ranch and learned about tributar

ies and the filtering effects of native 

prairie grasses. Some students even 

mimicked bison to try to plant seeds 

in a natural way, as if the seeds were 

clinging to the bison hide, then drop

ping off to reseed.  

To further spread their knowledge 

and engage the community, Aledo 

students then turned an old cattle trail 

in a riparian zone into a trail of learn

ing stations at Bear Creek Ranch.  

Eighth-graders use it to teach fifth

grade students about their roles in 

local ecosystems in a hands-on, holis-

an opportunity to demonstrate to her 

students the impact of conservation 

through water use and surface area for

mulas. Snow, spelling out the lower 

water needs of the prairie plot, tells the 

students, "In the first year, this site 

takes 6,300 gallons of water. After that, 

nothing." The Bermuda grass uses 

12,000 gallons every year.  

STUDENTS PLANNED THEIR 
project with the help of landscapers and 

the Tarrant Regional Water District to 

ensure success. They dug up invasive 

species, tested soil for sediment filters 

and researched native grasses - all corre

lated with Snow's weekly lesson plan.  

For many, the reach extends beyond 

the project. Students' individual skills 

combine to shape projects.  

Georgia's specialty is 

math, so she calculated and 

drew several maps of the

School: The campus looks more welcom

ing, money savings are achieved, and the 

students are growing academically and 

socially. Even Snow's quietest students 

become leaders at Bear Creek Ranch, 

creating Prairie Protector chants for the 

fifth-graders experiencing their trail.  

Many teachers have not been taught 

how to incorporate community part

ners and could be intimidated by the 

scale of Healthy Habitat projects, Snow 

says. But help is now available to over

come that obstacle.  

"Teachers need exposure to what 

kind of projects they can do, what 

their community resources are and 

how to approach them," Snow says.  

"Service Learning Texas provides the 

model for that." 

Grants are available every year, with 

some former winners competing with 

newcomers. Snow's class was able to 

build a learning trail one year and the 

prairie grass refuge the next.

'JII

tic way. They even assembled a teepee 

(made by the same company that 

worked on the Dances With Wolves sets), 
incorporating history in their web of 

hands-on education.  

For Snow, it was a great way to show 

students how to apply the classroom 

concepts of their science lessons.  

"What's relevant to them is what's 

now," Snow explains. "This project 

engages them, shows them why it's 

important now." 

Test scores and student attitudes tes

tify to the success of the program.  

"I'm going to remember this more 

than anything we'd be doing just sitting 

in class," one student remarks.  

When they compared biodiversity of 

the ranch to that of their school, stu

dents found a plethora of rocky soil and 

Bermuda grass at the school. Snow saw

Many s 

understan 

others en 

without 

unorthodox 

prepares, 

"It's not 

class," Abb 

for years.' 

Others, 

inspire th 

worked wit 

thing for t 

us. It's for 

what we di 

say we feel 

a part of th 

Snow th 

exposed to 

much pot 

numerous

MANY STUDENTS BELIEVE THEY BETTER UNDERSTAND 
CLASSROOM LESSONS, WHILE OTHERS ENJOY WORKING 
WITH CLASSMATES WITHOUT CLIaUES.  

demonstration to scale. It's easy to see the benefits for stu

"This makes [retention] dents, schools and communities from 

easier because I have to fig- the Healthy Habitat grants. Students 

ure everything out - no one discover a real, tangible connection to 

hands me a formula." the world around them - a deeper 

students believe they better understanding that comes with the ter

d classroom lessons, while ritory of engagement.  

joy working with classmates "We're digging in the dirt," laughs 

cliques. Abby loves the Snow. "They get to be a part of some

x assignments Snow usually thing, so they're giving up their Saturday.  

but this project is special. Once they realize no one's going to tell 

something we did in science them no, it's theirs. That's amazing." * 

y says. "It's something we'll see 

We'll remember it." Service Learning Texas provides Healthy 

like Alex, want their efforts to Habitat grant applications on its website, 

e elementary kids they've www.servicelearningtexas.org; applications 
h. "We can actually do some- are due by June 20, and pre-proposals are 
he planet, and it's not just for due May 31. Open to fifth- through 12th-grade 

the elementary kids, who see students, grants are available for state and 
d. I speak for all of us when I nonprofit organizations, as well as public, 

very proud and honored to be nonprofit private or open charter schools. In 
is." the application, applicants must explain a 
inks more teachers should be local issue as outlined by the Texas 

the tools that can unlock so Conservation Action Plan, their plan of action 

ential in students. There are and their engagement with community and 
benefits for Aledo Middle TPWD partners.
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Yikes, what's that tickling your arm? An ant! Wait! Before you 
flick it away, take a close look at one of the most hard-working 
insects you'll ever meet. Somehow, while searching for food, 

that little ant found your arm. As a worker ant, her sole purpose 
in life is to feed and protect her colony. Like some bee and wasp 
species, ants are "social" insects. That means they work 
together to make nests and tend the young. They don't live on 
their own, like a butterfly or beetle. More than 10,000 species 

>- of ants inhabit our world, ranging in size from a grain of sand 
to one-and-a-half inches long. In Texas, more than 250 native 
species play important roles in our different habitats.
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ANT-ATOMY (body parts)

ANT OR TERMITE?

WINGEDTERMITES

ANT TALK 
(HOW THEY COM

MUNICATE) 
Social 
insects 

must share 
information 

to survive.  
Ants tell each 
other "follow 

me to food" 
or "attack!" by 

laying chemical trails, 
which they sense 

through their antennae.

WINGED ANTS

LIFE CYCLE
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NATIVE SPECIES

INVASIVES

ANT-SWERS 
How strong 
are ants? 

They can carry 
10 to 50 times their weight! 

What do ants eat? Most eat live 
or dead insects, nectar, seeds 

or fruit.

POSITIVE 

eControl other insect populations 

.Disperse seeds 

eMove soil around 

ePollinate plants

NEGATIVE 

eHurt people allergic to their stings 

sCan damage buildings 

sCan kill crops 

eSpread diseases
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DID YOU KNOW THAT OUR STATE REPTILE - THE 
HORNED LIZARD (ALSO CALLED A HORNY TOAD) 
- FEEDS PRIMARILY ON HARVESTER ANTS? 

Sadly, though, we're slowly losing this special 
lizard. Why? More shopping centers and neighbor
hoods mean less habitat for horned lizards. Also, 
invasive fire ants - which the lizards don't eat 
have pushed out harvester ants. What can you do? 
Encourage your parents and other 
adults you 
know to stop 
using pesti
cides (or use 
them spar- 4 
ingly).  
IMPORTANT: 
If you find 
harvester 
ant beds on 
your proper
ty, protect 
them! Don't 
kill those 
ants! ;

GO ON AN ANT PICNIC! 
Set out a paper plate with lit

tle bits of different 

foods, such as 

breadcrumbs, , .  

peanut butter, 

sugar and 

banana. Keep 

an eye on the 

plate while you eat 

and play. How 

long does it 

take before an ant shows 

up? When do more 

arrive? Which foods do 

they prefer? How big are 

the pieces they carry 

away? Where do they go? 

Can you see the ants communicate with one another? 

Write about or draw what you see.

BE OBSERV-ANT and either make 

your own ant farm or buy one. Go 

online for directions to make one, 

using either aquariums, containers 

jars (with lids!).

I;1 
TEACHER RESOURCE 
Visit www.tpwmagazine.com to download 
a printable PDF, access lesson plans, find 
additional resources or order copies.

pa
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Learn to identify and report harmful invasive species.  
www9texasinvasivesorg
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LEGEND, LORE & LEGACY
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Hove sills from the old does been lost to technology?

With the weight of a dense blanket of fog hanging 
over us, I silently poled my clients down a grass-lined bank 

while scanning the water. I was looking for the slightest evi

dence that might reveal the location of a redfish or trout.  

From just offshore of our posi

tion, the mechanized drone and 

chug of diesel engines could be 

heard through the thick haze as 

have~fo the ablt ora 
the oyster boats worked the bay 
reefs. The steady reverberations 

were interrupted by the sound of 

metal gears clanking as the oyster

men hoisted their dredges, 
spilling the contents across the and sonar h v 

deck for sorting.  

Hearing the juxtaposition of 

these modern sounds 

with the timeless zip of a 

fly line whistling by my 

head made me reflect 

on changes in the life of 

a waterman.  

Who are watermen? 

The simple definition 

of a waterman is a boat

man or one who oper

ates a boat. To me, this

w 
a 

0 

0

definition is lacking - a true waterman is one who makes his 

living on the water. Waterman is a title of pride that represents 

a way of life. It is a title that can only be earned, never given.  

The term waterman was originally used as far back as the iith 

century to describe smug

glers who used small boats 

for transportation on 

waterways in England.  

These smugglers were rec

ognized for their excep

tional seamanship skills.  

When the Chesapeake 

Bay of Virginia was set

tled by the English, the 

word took on a new 

meaning. During the 

warmer months, the 

watermen of the Chesa

peake harvested crabs and 

finfish; during colder 

months, they would har

vest oysters and shoot 

ducks for market. Many 

of them, to supplement 

their livelihood, guided 

wealthy individuals to 

sport and adventure.  

The term waterman is 

still widely used in the 

Chesapeake Bay region, 
IS ONE WHO but it's seldom heard in 

MAKES HIS LIVT Texas. Regardless, there 

ON THE WATT have been watermen 

WATERMAN I" working the waterways, 

TITLE OF PRI L bays and estuaries of the 

THAT REPRESE" Lone Star State since this 

land was first inhabited.  

The first watermen in 

Texas, by all accounts, were the Karankawa, who were skilled 

at harvesting the bounty of the bays and estuaries. Settlers 

arrived by way of the Gulf of Mexico and made their home
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near the coast. Before long, the 

new Texans had taken to the 

water and deve-oFed :he skills 
water can be considered. .  

to feed their families and to 
true watermen. Skills are 

earn a living. Some, l-ke their 
what set a waterman 

Chesapeake 'ay contempo
apart from the others.  

raries, became guides.  

Numerous accounts in old 
done and get the ship 

journas and collections of let21 ters from sFortsmen regale us 
r with the tales of the Texas 

watermen who would depart 
Corpus Chrsti y sail and 

navigate through the bays and 

0 0 estuaries to rach Matagorda.  
Once there, they would guide clients on ne grandest of 

-' outdoor experiences, hunting the bount-ful waterfowl of 

the time as well as quail and deer.  

At night, the clients would sit down to the finest of meals 

- -r prepared by their guides, with not only game from their 

hunts, but also fresh fish, shrimp and oysters harvested 

along the way.  

To read these stories, you could imagine tha: :hese indi

viduals were sitting down at the finest of modern sporting 

lodges, not on an old wooden boat that pitched frantically 
H 

about in a gale and leaked mightily in a driven rain.  
0 
0 

o A breed apart 
Not every person who makes a living on the water can be 

o considered a waterman. When you see a commercial shrimp

50 * JU NE 2011



or oyster boat out working a reef or hauling nets, some 

men on deck are nothing more than hired hands and 

strong backs. Someone on that boat, usually the captain, 

has learned the skills to get the job done and to get the ship 

and crew back to port in any conditions. That captain is the 

true waterman.  

What set the true waterman apart from others are skills.  

In the old days, these skills included being able to safely 

operate a boat or skiff in the harshest of conditions, having 

an intimate knowledge of the waters and having the ability 

to care for the harvest.  

In addition, many watermen built their own boats and 

mended their sails and nets; some were even masters at carv

ing waterfowl decoys. Many learned how to make effective 

repairs while still on the water, allowing them to make it 

back no matter what the circumstance.  

In today's world, there are still a few who hold on to the 

days of old. If you launch at Goose Island State Park to 

access areas on the far southern end of Matagorda Island 

and then make the turn out of St. Charles Bay, it is not 

uncommon to see several older fishermen in old ragged 

aluminum or wooden skiffs working over the oyster reefs 

with tongs.  

This method was replaced years ago by dredges that are 

dragged along the bottom by a vessel and then hoisted aboard 

by a mechanical winch. Here, though, these old fishermen 

are still holding on to the old-school ways. Perhaps they 

choose to continue to do it that way to preserve the traditions 

of their ancestors.

Changing times 
Of the people who make their living on the water in the 

21st century, there are some, like me, who are trying to hold 

on to some of the older traditions but find it difficult as 

technology pervades our lives.  

In days past, most watermen worked to harvest and sell 

their catch. Today's professional fishing and hunting guides 

don't have the same obligation, and their skills are not the 

same as those of the watermen of the past.  

For modern watermen, old skills and knowledge are now 

supplemented by improved technology. The ability to read 

the water and navigate safely has been replaced by GPS and 

sonar - even computer maps and satellite imagery that can 

be pulled up on a cellphone. Sails, oars and push poles have 

been replaced by powerful, efficient outboard motors and 

electric trolling motors.  

We now order all the equipment we need from mail-order 

catalogs or the Internet, so we no longer need to know how 

to make those tools. Unlike the days of old, there is little fear 

of being stranded by weather or mechanical failure, of being 

alone on the water for days before another boat comes along 

to provide assistance. These days, there are boats everywhere 

- if one does not happen by, just pick up the cellphone.  

In comparison, we who make our living out on the water 

today have it pretty easy. Like those who came before us, we 

love the water and choose to make our lives there. It is our 

obligation to recognize the need to preserve the traditions of 

old. In turn, practicing these traditional skills will make us 

better watermen. *

I
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GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST 

M A R K E T P L A C E 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 79S-1045

*1 DN

The [UTDOOR MAGAZINF of TEXAS

Visit 
www.tpwmagazine.com 

For our new birding section!

Look for us on Facebook
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o Full Day / Half Day 
o Baffin trips 
o Cedar Baycu Trips 
a Kayaks Shuttle :Drop off ! pick up 
q Kayak Rentals 

Call (3611 463-654 
rock portredr inner@yah 
www.rockportredrunn

ACM I S 

RIO FRIO LODGING 
& NATURE CENTER 

Retreat to 
the Hills Tor 
a Week or 

Weekend of 
Relaxation & 
Adventue 

Birdinc, Bat Flight, Kayak & Nature Tows 

www.hillcountryadventures.com 
830-966-2320 www.friolodging.com

5 
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FREE 
Information! 

Circle the numbers on the card 

that correspond to advertisers 

that interestyou. Then mail 

the postage-paid card.

1.  

2.

Corpus Christi, inside back cover 
800-766-BEACH (2322) 

www.VisitCorpusChristiTX.org 

General Land Office, pg. 13 
www.texascoastalexpo.org

3. Lake Whitney, pg. 19 
www.getawaycapital. corn 

4. LaRue Tactical, pg. 16 

512-259-1585 

www.larue.com 

5. Mucktruck, pg. 15 
877-MUCKTRUCK 

www. mucktruckamerica. com 

6. Port Aransas, pg. 12 
800-45-COAST 

www.portaransas.org 

7. Rockport-Fulton, pg. 11 
www. rockport-fulton.org 

8. Spincast Wildlife Feeders, 

pg. 52 
800-950-7087 

www.spincastfeeders.com 

9. Visit Big Bend, pg. 17 
www.visitbigbend.com
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a _, ,- . KARANKAWA VLLLAGE 
"for the gcod life on the giif" 

THE LODGE & CATTAILS 
The ambience is casual at The Lodge but the amenities are luxurious. Each of the eight 

:ooms is uniquely styled, featuring the finest organic bedding, large bathrooms and 
original artworks. Gourmet coffees and flat screen televisions are found in each room and 

two outdoor living rooms with fireplaces are yours during your visit. Our popular 
mercantile shop, Cattails, is part o- the Karankawa Village just across the boardwalk.  

Here you will find more of the finest :offies, w ies, :igars, 

gourmet foods, artwork, clothing and homewares.  

www.karankawavillage.com 
Phone: (979) 863-7737 

22996 Highway 6C 
Matagorda Texas 

77457
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-www.texasbb.org 

(Boo) 428-0368 
Social ion

www.thewhistlerbnb.com (800) 404-2834

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic 
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient 
oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquility.  
Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farmhouse, 
all with private spa therapy rooms.  

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089 

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.  
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread 
over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from town.  

www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020 

NEW BRAU NF ELS 

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & 
Danville Schoolhouse. 4

3-acre deer haven 
near Gruene, rivers. Getaways, reunions, wed
dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, 

Jacuzzis. Delicious breakfasts.

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372

* Gruene Mansion Inn. Premier romantic 
B&B, next door to Gruene Hall and overlooking 
the Guadalupe River... a little Texas Magic.  

www.GrueneMansioninn.com (830) 629-2641 

HOPES' HOUSE 
RocKpoRT, TEXAS 
(800) 924-1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com 
NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.  
E T ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.  
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED.CALL. FOR BROCHURE.

THIS MONTH'S INNSIDER CHOICE 
is Hoopes' House 

Built in the 1890s, the historic Hoopes' House in 
Rockport, Texas, has been meticulously renovated and 
restored to its original splendor. Elegant but casual, the 

Hoopes' House combines modern luxury with old 
world charm. Amenities include 8 guest rooms, each 

with a private bath, full complimentary breakfast, phone 1 
and cable TV, plus pool, hot tub and gazebo.  

Hoopes' House 
417 North Broadway, Rockport, TX 78382 HOOPES' HOUSE 

(800) 924 -1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com ROCKPORT, TX.  

TX BD &BREAFAS A ATION (T1BA 

* Texas Ranch Life. Restored historic Texas 

homes on 1,4 0 0
-acre ranch between Bellville & 

age person unknowingly wastes tp to 30 gallons of water Chappell Hill. Weekend rental includes bass fish

-y. And since usable water is actually a mitedresource, ing, trail and chuckwagon rides, cutting, bird/coy

ote/raccoon hunting and cow works available.  

www.texasranchlife.com (866) TEXASRL 
re is something you can do. Pay attention to your water N R11T" 
because the water you save today will ensure adequate 

* Mariposa Ranch. Cabins, fireplaces, Jacuzzis 
- for two, romantic dinners, "Enchanted Evening" 

Visit www.epa.gov/watersense. packages, swimming pool. - Southern Living 
www.mariposaranch.com (877) 647-4774 

* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country, 
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, hot 
tub, fireplaces, golf.  
www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100 

* The Whistler B&B. 1859 Victorian home, lov
ingly restored. Original antiques. Peaceful atmos
phere on 3 wooded acres. Gourmet breakfast.

STRIPER

STRANGLER

Litter poses a threat to the health and safety of 
wildlife, natural areas, people, and their 
communities.  

The Lake and River Cleanup Program provides 

TOSIONO Texans with FREE materials to hold waterway 
-MENVIRONMENTAL -UNIT5Q cleanups.  

KEEP TEXAS BEAUTIFUL. www.KTB.org 1-800-CLEAN-TX
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Who Better to Know About the Besl UV Eye Protection than 
America's Astronauts? 
"I have wort the EAGLE EYES* brand for years cind depend 
upon their superb capabilities in Ut' eye protection, glare 

reduction anid vision-enlhancenent.  
-'AALTLR CUNINGHAM, APOLLO-7 ASTRONAUTa~5

EAGLE EYES was ind 
Foundation 2010 Tec 
for their radiation-fil

A/ 

ucted into the Space 
:hnology Hall of Fame* 
tering technology.

Gold cone franes 
with tortoise shell 

temple armns

The Test Pilot's Secret Weapon 
Eagle Eyes® Aviator sunglasses are quite simply the most advanced eye protection ever created.

Y ou are strapped into the cocpit of a craft so secret it doesn't even have 
a name. NASA engineers have vcrked 
for years to perfect the design. Tocay is 
the day. The weather is perfect. One 
million pounds of thrust will put you 
face to face with the sun. Getting back , 
is up to you.  

Few have the courage to boldly face he 
unknown. Even fewer are willing to do it at twice the speed o= 
sound. But for those who accept the challenge, clear vision is not 
a luxury. We're proud that so many professionals refuse to go 
anywhere without their Eagle Eyes® Aviators. And today, we'd 
like to offer you the chance to see toe future for only $79! 
The most advanced eye protection ever created. To guard 
astronauts' eyesight while working in space, NASA's top scientists 
first looked to nature for a solution for eve protection against the 
harsh effects of solar radiation. This quest led them to breat
through studies revealing how eagles can simultaneously 
distinguish their prey from their surroundings with utmost 
precision, while protecting their eyes from sunlight.  

They found that eagles and other birds of prey possess distinct 
light-sensitive oil droplets in their eyes that not only protect, but 
enhance their vision even at great distances. Developed from 
this original NASA optic technology, Eagle Eyes® now gives 
those here on earth serious sun-prorection, offering 10 distinct 
performance levels of polarized protection and vision-enhancing 
capabilities in a single lens.  

Note: Eagle Eyes''" sunglasses are designed fo- use Lnder normal outdoor daylight 
conditions. Please note that Eagle Eyes0 special po a-ized ootic technology blocks 
out harmful blue and violet light and may affect lighting variances and visibility on 
instrument panels while flying or criving.

Unparalleled clarity. With their certified triple filtering 
system, Eagle Eyes* reduces the blinding glare you may encounter 
while driving or enjoying outside activities. This technology 
produces unparalleled visual clarity, contrast and definition and 
:locks the harsh UV radiation and dangerous blue light while 
enhancing the colors of your environment. All of this with "no
sm-cge"ino-finge-print oleophobic and waterproof hyd-ophobic 
coatings. The Eagle Eyes" Aviators are modeled after the most 
classic frames in history with scratch resistant lens woatings, 
affording maximum durability while Developed fr-m Original NASA 

maintaining crack and impact resistance. Optic Technolagy, E4GLE EYES' is 
the ONLY Sunglass -ens certfied 

Not available in stores. You won't by the SPACE FOUNDATION for 
find Eagle Eyes*Aviators in boutiques or UVR & 3lue-Light Protection 

specialty shops (we do t do kiosks or TI 1 o 

huts either). Because of tre advanced tech
nclogy behind every pair of Eagle Eyes*, 
it takes months to release each pair that NOLO 0 

meets our exacting standards. You will also 
receive FREE one soft zipper case and a micro-fiber cleaning 
pcuch & cloth with an-i-fog cleaner. Plus, if ycu are no: thrilled 
with rhe Eagle Eyes® Aviators technology, simply return them 
within 30 days fo- a full refund of your purchase pr ce.  

Eagle EyesO Aviators Sunglasses $}9'Now >nly $79 +s&P 
Cad now to take advantage cf this limited offer.  

1-888-201-7059 [ 

Promotional Code EEA143-01 Stauer has a 

Plea' mention th-s code when you call. Busets 

141101 Southcross Drive W., Bureau 
eV Dep: EEAI43-Ot of Ag 

Burn rville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.c om
America Celebrates OvV 4O Years of Space Technoiogyi
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With more than 100 miles of soft sand and warm Gulf waters, our pristine 

beaches have something for everyone-birds included! As it happens, birds love 

Corpus Christi as much as our visitors and make it a must-stop on their annual 

migrations. Named America's Birdiest City 8 years running, Corpus Christi 

welcomes birders from around the world to see local favorites like Swainson's 

Hawks, Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, Belted Kingfishers, and Green Jays 

up close in natural settings like the Hans & Pat Suter Wildlife Refuge, 

Hazel Bazemore County Park, and Blucher Park. Pack your 

beach towel and binoculars, and come add a few more 

o Win treasures to your lifetime birding list! 

VisitCorpusChristiTX.orq 
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