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NOTICE 

This plan when reviewed and approved by 
the City Council will serve as a guide 
to decisionmaking rather than as an 
inflexible and binding document. Approval 
of the plan by the City Council does not 
automatically authorize the commitment 
or expenditure of funds nor the implementa
tion of specific elements of the plan.  
Implementing ordinances and proposed 
budgets will be submitted from time to 
time to the City Manager and the City 
Council. If this plan has been approved 
by the City Council it will be so annotated 
on the front cover.
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I. PREFACE

Bicycling has become very popular with all ages in recent 
years. This new popularity stems from increasing concerns 
for conservation of the environment and energy and a desire 
to achieve or maintain physical fitness through a most 
enjoyable sport.  

In response to this surge of new cyclists, the 1973 Federal 
Aid Highway Act officially recognized bicycles as vehicles 
with a right to use streets and roads. It is the re
sponsibility of the local governments to provide adequate, 
safe facilities for these vehicles. The City of San Antonio, 
Bexar County, and the San Antonio River Authority have begun 
to meet this responsibility with the construction of the Mis
sions of San Antonio Bicycle Trail, the City of San Antonio's 
bicycle trail in McAllister Park and the bike route connect
ing St. Mary's University with Trinity University, San Antonio 
College and Brackenridge Park. (See map on page 12.) The 
plan described here can serve as a guide to local governments 
for selecting and providing additional safe and useful bicycle 
facilities.
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II. OBJECTIVE

The objective of this document is to provide a master 
plan for the development of a bikeways system for the 
citizens of San Antonio and Bexar County. The plan is 
the framework for an overall county network of bikeways 
and 'a catalyst for the initiation of other programs.  

For the purposes of this plan, "bikeways system" shall be 
defined to include the following components: 1) bikeways 
which attempt to, provide access to as many recreational 
sites and employment/retail centers as possible, 2) a 
registration program designed to reduce thefts, 3) a 
bicycle safety program, 4) a school bicycle program, 
5) a bicycle parking program and 6) an administrative 
system designed to continually update the Bicycle Master 
Pl an.
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III. BACKGROUND

The Bicycle Master Plan, from its inception, has focused 
on providing the safest possible bicycle facilities while 
furnishing bicycle access to as many recreational sites 
and employment/retail centers as possible. To this end, 
the bikeways that are depicted in this plan were recommended 
for some or all of the following reasons: 

1. they could utilize existing publicly owned land.  
2. another, non-bicycle oriented project in the 

area might facilitate their construction.  
3. they would provide safe bicycle access to 

employment centers and recreational areas as 
well as be scenic bikeways unto themselves.  

4. they would provide access to facilities that 
have a special potential for generation of 
bicycle traffic (UTSA, parks).  

The bikeways recommended in the plan are eight-foot wide 
independent bike paths wherever possible. This provides 
the most safety for bicyclists. However, portions of 
the bikeways will be less desirable due primarily to 
the difficulty of obtaining sufficient right-of-way for 
independent paths.  

The following are definitions of the various -types of 
bicycle facilities presently being built in the United 
States:

Bikeway: 

1. Bike Route: 

Bike Lane: 

2. Unprotected 
Bike Lane: 

3. Protected 
Bike Lane:

All facilities that explicitly provide for 
bicycle travel.  

A designated street or traveled way which, 
by signs, warns 'motorists and pedestrians 
that the facility is being used by bicy
clists and which informs bicyclists that 
for a reason (light traffic, favorable 
grades, scenic views) this is a desirable 
route.  

A designated bikeway on the roadway itself.  

A bike lane in which the separation is by 
visual means only.  

A bike lane in which positive physical 
separation from motor vehicles is provided.
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4. Bike Path: Off roadway bicycle facilities.  

5. Independent A bike path in its own right-of
Bike Path: way, entirely separated from streets 

and highways.  

See Figure 1 for an illustration of the various bikeways.
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IV. METHODOLOGY

This plan is the result of a cooperative effort on the 
part of four governmental bodies: the City of San Antonio, 
Bexar County, Alamo Area Council of Governments, and the 
San Antonio River Authority. In July of 1974, an informal 
Task Force and its sub group, the Work Group, were formed 
with the charge of preparing a Bicycle Master Plan. The 
Task Force was composed of staff members from the City 
of San Antonio, Bexar County, Alamo Area Council of Govern
ments and the San Antonio River Authority. The Task Force 
reviewed and commented on the output of the Work Group 
and made the final, formal recommendations contained in 
this plan.  

The major concerns throughout the study were to provide 
bikeways which would: 

1. provide for maximum feasible safety for the 
bicycle rider, 

2. provide bicycle -access to as many employment/ 
retail centers, recreational centers and education 
centers as possible and, 

3. utilize existing publically owned land wherever 
feasible to keep land acquisition costs to a 
minimum.  

Plan development consisted of five basic activities: 

1. A series of overlay maps of flood plains, drainage 
projects, school locations, park locations, 
employment/retail centers, land use, easements, 
etc. was created to indicate possible bicycle 
corridors within Bexar County.  

2. The Texas State Parks and Wildlife Department 
was contacted to provide bicycle user data for 
the area. (See Figure 2 on page 8.) 

3. Possible bikeways were outlined.  
4. Letters explaining the. objective of the plan 

along with small maps delineating possible
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bicycle corridors were sent to concerned and knowledge
able citizens representing bicycle enthusiasts throughout 
the City, asking for their opinions, comments, suggestions.  

After the work procedures were completed and the results 
analyzed, the Task.Force selected the bikeways to be 
recommended and decided on a suggested phasing of the 
bikeways, based on scheduling of the planning, costing, 
construction and final implementation. Each bikeway 
recommended was classed into one of the following: 

Phase I - 1-2 years 
Phase II - 3-5 years 
Phase III - 6-15 years 

The Bicycle Master Plan map, (Figure 3 on page 12), and 
Section VI, the Recommended Bikeways and Implementation 
Schedule, depict the recommended bikeways and their 
proposed phasing.
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V. POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

These policy recommendations were designed to address 
bicycle issues as a total package. The recommendations 
concern various programs which the City Council, County 
Commissioners Court and the Board of Directors of the 
San Antonio River Authority (collectively or singly) 
should implement in the near future.  

1. Parking Facilities 

Encourage safe and convenient bicycle parking in key 
activity nodes within Bexar County, such as: schools, 
parks, shopping areas, libraries and major employment 
centers.  

2. Bikeways in Future Public Works Projects 

Insure, to the maximum extent feasible, that all new road 
and park projects and sewer and utility easements include 
bikeways where such bikeways would be a valuable addition 
to existing or proposed routes.  

To this end, the City and County should appoint their 
respective Public Works Departments as the two departments 
entrusted with the responsibility of reviewing all new 
road and park projects, sewer and utility easements in 
the preliminary planning and design stages in relation to 
bikeway needs. The Planning and Community Development 
Department should function as the coordinating agency of 
this process.  

3. Update of the Bicycle Master Plan 

This plan should be reviewed annually as an element of the 
Urban Transportation Planning Process by inclusion in the 
Annual Unified Work Program, approved by the Transportation 
Steering Committee of the San Antonio, Bexar County Urban 
Transportation Study (SABCUTS).
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4. Bi cycle Safety Program

Institute a program of bicycle safety lectures and public 
announcements, in cooperation with local schools and news 
media, to instruct the public on safety rules and regulations 
and provide information on the bicycle facilities that 
are available.  

Develop and distribute a brochure describing the bicycle 
facilities available and safety rules and regulations to 
the residents of Bexar County.  

5. Bicycle Registration and Licensing 

In cooperation with the independent school districts in 
Bexar County and bicycle dealers, develop a bicycle registration 
program, which will aid in promoting. safety and minimizing 
losses due to theft for the bicycling public.  

A registration program may be designed in many ways. The 
following is one option that appears to provide a compre
hensive program without -great expense. A registration 
program could be carried out utilizing one police officer, 
one deputy tax collector and several volunteers. -Registrations 
could be conducted on high school campuses, after school 
and on Saturday for six months. Bicycle dealers could also 
be authorized to inspect and register bikes, which should.  
be adequate after the initial registration program is 
completed.  

Funding for this program could be handled in one of two ways: 
1) The license plate or sticker would be issued for a 5
year period with a fee of $2.00. Transfers. would require 
new registration. A lost license would be replaced for 
$1.00. This program would have a one-time cost of $59,500.  
2) Or the program could be funded under a federal or state 
grant for the initial 6-month period, providing free initial 
registration with the same method of operation.
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6. School Bicycle Program

As a possible extension of the Bicycle Master Plan, the 
City of San Antonio should institute a school bicycle 
path/trail program to aid in providing for the safe travel 
of elementary and junior high students between home and 
school. This type of program may be operational in con
junction with the existing school sidewalk or safety walk 
program. The program should operate as follows. Each 
independent school district will file a school pedestrian 
and bicycle route plan for each school. The plan is to 
show streets, school locations, school service areas, 
existing traffic controls, crossing guards, cross-walks, 
and suggested school routes to be used. These plans should 
be prepared by the school districts through their safety 
committees and parent-teacher organizations with guidance 
from the San Antonio Police Department and the Department 
of Traffic and Transportation. Once a'school route plan 
is on file in the Traffic and Transportation Department, 
an annual assessment of bicycle facility needs and priorities, 
in accordance with route plans on file, will be prepared by 
each school district. The annual assessments will be pre
sented to the Traffic and Transportation Department for 
review and -recommendation to the City Manager for action 
in the area of signing, marking, and construction. Action 
will be in accordance with priorities presented, and monies 
available.  

The amount of $100,000 annually is considered the minimum 
useful funding level to implement the proposed School 
Bicycle Program.

11



/

Figure 3 SCHEDULE

12

c". cousr 

E MA TER 

AL 
* * - * 

A... .. ...  

* TSA K -" CALL TER 

SG PA- 
L 

0. .... .G...A..K 

-O -HAS EI MISIONNBCHWA 

(UNERCONRCON 

DESIGNATCOR, CORSNIGT 

RECMCADEDIMEEMNTEDO 

CES NANG CRRPARNKN T 

REIMANE RMLMNTTK

j



VI. RECOMMENDED BIKEWAYS AND IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 

Figure 3, Bicycle Master Plan, shows the following bike 
paths, along with existing facilities.  

Phase I Projects (Timing 1-2 Years): -See Appendix A for 
Project Description 

A. UTSA/FM 1604 Bikeway 
Along F.M. 1604 right-of-way (R.O.W.) from 
Babcock Road to Interstate 10.  

B. Salado Creek Bikeway 
Independent bike paths along the Salado Creek 
in King, Commanche and South Side Lions East 
parks.  
A feasibility study of a bicycle path for the 
entire corridor, with initial emphasis on an 
independent bike path connecting King, Commanche 
and South Side Lions East parks.  

C. Apache Creek Bikeway 
A bike route utilizing the Apache Creek drainage 
project from Elmendorf Lake to Trinity Street.  

Phase II Project (Timing 3-5 Years): 

Bicycle safety/information brochure 
D. Apache Creek Bikeway 

From General McMullen to 36th Street.  
E. San Pedro Creek Bikeway 

Along the San Pedro Creek-San Antonio River 
Authority R.0.W. from Alamo Street south to the 
confluence with the San Antonio River.  

F. Olmos Creek Bikeway 
Along the Olmos Creek drainage project R.O.W., 
the North Expressway R.0.W. and on park land 
through Brackenridge Park.  

G. UTSA/Babcock Bikeway 
The Babcock section from F.M. 1604 south to 
De Zavala Road.  

H. Cibolo Creek Bikeway 
The flood prone area of Cibolo Creek from IH 35 
to IH 10
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Phase III Projects (Timing 6-15 Years): 

I. Salado Creek Bikeway completion.  
J. Central Business District link of the Olmos Creek.  
K. Shavano Park Bikeway 

From the eastern border of the proposed UTSA 
corridor, south along and within the incorporated 
limits of Shavano Park., within the 100-year 
Olmos Creek flood plain.  

L. UTSA Bikeway 
Completion of the Bikeway.
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VII. SUGGESTED BIKEWAY RESOLUTION

City of San Antonio/Bexar County/San Antonio 

River Authority Joint Bikeway Resolution

Whereas, 

Whereas, 

Whereas, 

Whereas, 

Whereas, 

Resolved,

the City Council of San Antonio, the 
County Commissioners Court of Bexar County 
and the Board of Directors of the San Antonio 
River Authority recognize the nationwide 
renewed interest in bicycle riding as a 
major form of recreation, and 

bicycling activities have been hailed by 
prominent medical authorities as contributing 
significantly to physical and mental fitness 
of participants, and 

bicyclists in San Antonio and Bexar County 
rely, for the most part, on heavily traveled 
streets and roads, and 

such practice in 1974 resulted in 284 reported 
accidents involving auto-bicycle collisions 
of which 5 resulted in loss of lives of the 
cyclists, and 

a Bicycle Master Plan has been prepared by 
staff from the City of San Antonio, Bexar 
County, San Antonio River -Authority, and the 
Alamo Area Council of Governments.with citizen 
input, to promote the health, safety and re
creational enjoyment of the citizens of San 
Antonio and Bexar County, 

that the City Council of San Antonio, Bexar 
County Commissioners Court and the Board of 
Directors of the San Antonio River Authority 
adopt the Bicycle Master Plan as a guide for 
developing a safe and useful bikeway system.
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PHASE I: PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS

1. UTSA/F.M. 1604 Bikeway 
Along F.M. 1604 R.O.W. from Babcock Road to 
Interstate 10 (length: 1.9 miles or 10,000 ft.) 

Agency Responsibilities: 

Texas State Highway Department 
Primary responsibility for the engineering design 
and specifications and building of the bikeway 
in conjunction with construction of F.M. 1604.  

Bexar County 
Staff support.  

City of San Antonio 

Traffic and Transportation Department 
Staff support.  

Public Works-Department 

Staff support.  

Planning and Community Development Department 
Staff support.  

Alamo Area Council of Governments 
Staff support.  

San Antonio River Authority 
Staff support.  

Possible Funding Sources: 

Federal-Aid-Highway Funds 
Community Development Funds 
City of San Antonio 
Revenue Sharing 
Bexar County 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

*ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COSTS: 
Engineering $5,425 
As palt $2 700 
R.O.W. Purchase (NA) 
Signing $900 

Total $27,025 

*All estimates based on current prices, not including costs 
for structures and incidental drainage.
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Phase I: 
(con t.) 

2. Salado Creek Bikeway 
An independent bike path along the Salado Creek in 
King, Commanche and South Side Lions East parks.  
(length 6 miles or 31,680 ft.) 

Agency Responsibilities: 

Bexar County 

Prepare a bicycle corridor feasibility study 
for the entire Salado Creek Corridor. Prepare 
engineering design and specifications to build 
a bike path through Commanche Park.  
Coordinate engineering, design of route and 
construction with the City of San Antonio.  

City of San Antonio 

Traffic and Transportation Department 
Primary responsibility for the engineering design 
and specifications of the bicycle paths through 
King and South Side Lions East parks. Coordination 
with Bexar County.  

Parks and Recreation Department 
Coordination with the Traffic and Transportation 
Department and Public Works Department on the 
engineering, signing etc. of the bike paths through 
King and South Side Lions'East parks.  

Public Works Department 
Staff aid on"the engineering design and construction 
of the bicycle corridor.  

Planning and Community Development Department 
Staff support.  

Alamo Area Council of Governments 
Staff support.  

San Antonio River Authority 
Staff support.  

Possible Funding Sources:

Federal-Aid-Highway Funds 
Community Development Funds 
City of San Antonio 
Revenue Sharing 
Bexar County 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation
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Phase I: 
2. Salado Creek 

Corridor (cont.) 

*ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COSTS: 
Engineering $16,393 
As phalt $65,571 
R.O.W. Purchase (NA) 
Signing $100 

Total $82,664 

*All estimates based on current prices, not including 
costs for structures and incidental drainage.  

3. Apache Creek Bikeway 
A bike route utilizing the Apache Creek drainage 
project from Elmendorf Lake to Trinity Street.  
(length: 1.7 miles or 9,000 ft.) 

Agency Responsibilities: 

Bexar County 
Staff support.  

City of San Antonio 

Traffic and Transportation Department 
Primary responsibility for signing and any 
additional engineering design required.  

Parks and Recreation Department 
Staff support 

Public Works Department 
Coordination with the Traffic and Transportation 
Department, 

Planning and Community Development Department 
Staff support.  

Alamo Area Council of Governments 
Staff support.  

San .Antonio River Aoth 
Staff support.
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Phase I: 
3. Apache Creek Corridor 

con t.) 

Possible Fuding Sources: 

Federal-Aid-Highway Funds 
Community Development Funds 
City of San Antonio 
Revenue Sharing 
Bexar County 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

*ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COSTS: 
Engineering (NA) 
As halt NA) 
R.O.W. Purchase (NA) 
Signing $2,000 

Total $2,000 

*All estimates based on current prices, not including 
costs for structures and incidental drainage.
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