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ROB McCORKLE, a Houston native who grew up in the 

lush bayou country, became fascinated with the desiccated land

scapes and complex bicultural environment of the borderlands 

during two career stops in El Paso. Living in the foothills of the 

Franldin Mountains, Rob spent countless hours exploring the 

foreign flora and fauna of the surrounding Chihuahuan Desert, 

writing about lafrontera's exotic lore and 

strolling the streets of neighboring 
Juarez when it was still safe to do so.  

Researching the impact of the border 

/ wall on the Rio Grande Valley's 

wildlife and the restored habitat upon 

which it depends for survival proved a 

natural fit for the 1
6

-year TPWD vet

eran. Visit his Texas Hill Country 

home and he'll show you his thriving 

Mexican elder, a small specimen tree 

rarely seen east of the Pecos, which he 

brought back from El Paso years ago.  

CYNI h n v vALKER PICKENS is a native Texan 

with many miles of the state still to experience. In this month's 

issue, she writes about a road trip to Athens, where several gener

ations of her family lived around the turn of the century. "I really 

enjoyed spending time in Athens, walk

ing in my ancestors' shoes for those few 

days. I even ran across a distant cousin!" 

she says. Cynthia is a freelance writer, 

proofreader and blogger who lives with 

her family near Wimberley and enjoys 

exploring a variety of habitats, starting at 

home and ranging out to the Texas 

coast, Texas' state parks and wildlife 

management areas, and the Rocky 

Mountains when possible. She also likes 

to spend time reading and gardening.  

MARY 0. PARKER loves turning over oli pieces of 

wood to see what skitters and scatters underneath. "Whole 
other universes exist under logs," says Mary, who wrote this 

month's Skill Builder about how dead wood supports plenty 

of life. "It was cool learning how much dead trees that still 

stand, called snags, are also their 

own universes." Mary lives in a his

toric downtown loft with a vrry 

small yard, and some of her Skill 

Builder advice came from personal 

experience. "My yard is tiny but 

lively. Strategic pieces of dead wood 

and a little water have a lot t do 

with it," she explains. Mary's work 

includes dozens of articles, contri

butions to four nonficticn books 

and an upcoming bilingual middle

grade series, Los GemelosJimienz.
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AT ISSUE
FROM THE PEN O F CARTER P. S M IT H 

It seemed like a hell of a good idea at the time. We'd trade the Devils River State Natural Area (SNA), sub
ject to a conservation easement, plus some cash, for a new, 1

8 , ooo-acre property downstream, also protected with a con

servation easement. The new property had nearly five times as much river-influenced frontage, considerably better road 

access and important cultural and natural resources. The state would have two river properties protected along Texas' most 

pristine watercourse for less cost, and there would be enhanced outdoor opportunities for Texas families.  

It was a grand plan all right, except for one thing. Very few people liked the deal, and in fact, many downright hated it.  

River enthusiasts bemoaned the loss of public camping spots along the Devils River. Some landowners were skeptical 

of the implications of the trade. Environmentalists decried the loss of public ownership and stewardship of the unique 

spring complex, rare species habitat and other important natural resources on the existing SNA. Others thought the deal 

was being consummated without sufficient public input. The hue and cry hit its crescendo before a November 2010 Parks 

and Wildlife Commission decision on the matter.  

So, we did something that seemed to surprise many of our critics. We listened. We acknowledged the criticisms being 

leveled at the department and the trade. We stepped back from the original deal and consulted with several key partners

about the path forward.  

What emerged was nothing short of remarkable. With the leadership of Parks and Wildlife 

Commissioner Dan Allen Hughes, the support of the entire commission and key conserva

tion leaders like George Bristol and a remarkable pledge from philanthropists Ann and 

David Honeycutt, as well as the exceptional generosity and willingness of the seller of the new 

tract to give the department more time, a new plan was born for Devils River.  

The plan was ambitious, to say the least. Raise $u million by the end of December to buy the 

new property outright as a new unit to the existing SNA and create 21/2 years of operating funds 

to boot. If successful, spend the next two years devising an appropriate public use plan for both 

the new property and the SNA. And finally, establish a new Devils River Recreation Working 

Group to address longstanding conflicts between river users and private landowners.  

As we announced the plan, you could sense the tension fading away. Where once there was 

disagreement, and even anger, from constituents, there was now widespread enthusiasm at the 

prospect of adding such a large parcel to the state's public lands system. The vision was a com

pelling one, and most importantly, it inspired support and action.

tjar adC r 

T )eu C arc 
'spc ai, tO

On Dec. 22, the deal was done. An extraordinary array of conservation-minded donors from around the state came 

forward to support the acquisition of the new property. Major newspaper editorials heralded it as a Christmas present for 

all Texans. Indeed it was.  

Texans love their parkland and always have. As you will read in the fine bit of history of state park acquisitions penned 

by noted writerJohnJefferson, the stories behind these public treasures are pretty special, too. Many times, they involved 

a small but fiercely committed coterie of landowners, commissioners, political leaders and TPWD land conservation staff 

who labored long and hard to realize a vision for a new state park, historic site or natural area.  

Rest assured, their visions were worth realizing. You can experience them today at places like Enchanted Rock, Peder

nales Falls, Mustang Island, Lost Maples, Caprock Canyons, Brazos Bend and many others.  

To all those who helped shape the great state park system we enjoy today, thank you for your vision and for your actions.  

Texas' lands, waters, fish, wildlife and parks are a lot better off because of you.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  
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PICKS, PANS AND PROBES FROM OUR READERS 

FO RE WORD LET TER S
Kill me now - I can die a happy woman. Perhaps I've already died and this 
is heaven. Works for me. I could contentedly sit here for eternity, a silent spirit hov

ering in a patch of blessed shade beneath an apricot tree.  

In the midst of a spirit-crushing drought, baked and broiled by relentless heat, I 

have found paradise. Driven by a search for precious water, winged jewels have taken 

up residence in my little oasis, a country garden dotted with birdbaths, vibrant flow

ers and courageous vegetables.  

Each day I rise with the sun, grab my coffee and take my place on 

the wrought-iron bench. These mornings offer sweet respite from 

an unending string of 100-degree days, and I am loathe to miss even 

one, especially since my dawn companions include birds of unbe

lievable loveliness.  

My Hill Country cabin is nestled in land made for songbirds, and 

each year I watch for my precious golden-cheeked warblers to appear, 

heralded by a sudden flash of sunshine yellow. The sight never fails to ; 

make my heart flutter, though these cheerful birds seem unaware of 

their scarcity, and are content to hop up and down on our just-watered 

pepper plants, enjoying an impromptu shower of dew drops.  

This year, that delight was compounded by a new vision, one that my 

rural friends have enjoyed but that has eluded me. While pondering --

the identification of an unfamiliar green bird on the fence, my eyes lit I am wonde 

on a flash of red that I first assumed was a male northern cardinal. But Mountain 

in an instant, patches of blue and yellow appeared. Stifling a gasp, I historic ran 

nodded my head to show my husband the glorious presence of a male bighorn. If s 

painted bunting. The green bird was none other than his muted mate. plans to r 

sheep m 
Though these rainbow-hued flyers now visit not only at sunrise, but 

also as the sun sinks with relief into the western skies each evening, the Aeidra I 

excitement hasn't faded.

I live on a wooded hillside, away from the bustle of the city, but many of you must 

travel to find a sacred place to commune with nature. You probably already know that 

our state parks and wild areas provide these opportunities for urban dwellers, but you 

might be surprised to find out how many of these lands might never have been 

opened to the public were it not for what we have dubbed the "golden age" of state 

parks, a perfect storm of will and money that brought us so many iconic lands that 

we have come to treasure. JohnJefferson explains more in this issue.  

Another bit of heaven for bird watchers and animal lovers of all types is the land 

that lies along our shared border with Mexico. Our own Rob McCorkle has searched 

for answers to this question: What impact will the border wall have on Texas wildlife? 

We leave political implications far behind and instead try to answer this question on 

behalf of those wild things that can't ask it themselves.  

Enjoy the great outdoors this month, whether from your backyard garden, a pre

cious state park or the comfort of your hammock as you peruse the pages of this issue.  

LOuIE BON D 
E D ITO R
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LIABILITY HELP FOR LANDOWNERS 

was very disappointed at your lack of a 

response to the request by Glenn 

Richter ("Hunting Liability," Mail Call, 

May 2011) for help in providing infor

mation that would allow him to have youth

hunts on his property. Reputable youth 

hunting organizations carry 

liability insurance and will 

add the property owner as an 

additional insured during 

the hunting event, which 

normally includes the travel 

to and from the youth's place 

of residence.  

Specific limits of liability 

for recreational use of agri

cultural land are detailed in 

Chapter 75 of the Texas Civil 

Practice and Remedies Code, 

and a specific liability insur

ance policy is available from 

various companies at a nom

inal cost and is many times 

included in the farm and 

ranch owner's policies at no 

additional cost. Also, the Real 

Estate Center at Texas A&M

University has two well-written documents 

titled "The Texas Deer Lease" and 

"Landowner Liability for Hunters" that are 

available as a free download. At a mini

mum, the magazine should have offered at 

least these resources to him to research to 

attempt to answer his questions.  

GARY GUENTHNER 

Ha rpe r 

TP&W MAGA ZINE RESPONDS: Linda 

Campbell, TPWD program director for private 

lands andpublic hunting, agrees with Mr. Guenth

ner's suggestions and urges interested landowners to 

consult the A&M Real Estate Center's website and be 

familiar with Chapter 75 of the Civil Practice and 

Remedies Code. She says that organizations such as 

the Texas Youth Hunting Program, a partnership

,_ ̂  

ring if the Chisus 
sare part of the 
ge of the desert 
o, are there any 
introduce the 
ithe Chisos? 

unter, Dallas
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MAIL CALL
between Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and 

Texas Wildlife Association, can provide liability 

insurance to cooperating landowners. Find out 

more about the youth hunting program at 

www. texasyouthhunting. com.  

HOW ABOUT A DIGITAL EDITION? 
n the age of digital media, I would 

Love it if TP&W magazine came out 

with a digital subscription suitable for 

the iPad or Nook Color. The only rea

son I stopped subscribing to the best 

magazine in Texas (in my humble opin

ion) is I could no longer keep all the 

issues I accumulated. Anyway, I can't 

help but think your production costs 

would drop if such a plan were imple

mented, and your subscription rate 

would go up. A win-win! 

Please put such a plan into the works.  

I wanna come home! 

DEWITT EATON 

Bellaire 

TP&W MAGAZINE RESPONDS: We are 

exploring options for a digital magazine, and we 

are excited about a move into the digital arena. As 

one of the first steps in that direction, we produced 

a digital re-creation ofthe July issue. Check it out: 

A link to it can be found at www. tpwmagazine. com.  

BIGHORNS AND THE CHISOS Enjoyed the article in the April issue 

about the reintroduction of desert 

bighorn sheep to West Texas mountains. I 

am wondering if the Chisos Mountains 

are part of the historic range of the desert 

bighorn. If so, are there any plans to rein

troduce the sheep in the Chisos? 

ANDRA HUNTER 

Dallas 

TPWD'S DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP PRO

GRAM LEADER FROYLAN HERNANDEZ 

RESPONDS: Before their extirpation, native Texas 

bighorns inhabited about 17 mountain ranges in 

the Trans-Pecos, including the Chisos Mountains.  

Under the Texas stocking priorities, the Chisos 

Mountains are in a priority zone -encompassing 

all suitable habitat south of U.S. Highway 90 and 

east of U.S. Highway 67 -but are considered less 

critical habitat within that zone. As such, the Chisos 

are not a priority for us with respect to bighorn 

reintroductions. There is a possibility that bighorns 

will naturally migrate to the Chisos. Bighorns live

in the Santiago Mountains north of the Chisos, 
and they arrived there through natural migration.  

Desert bighorns also live in the Black Gap Wildlife 

ManagementArea northeast of the Chisos and now 

in the Bofecillos Mountains to the west.  

WHAT KILLED ROCKSPRINGS DEER? 
love your magazine. I liked your arti

Icle about bighorn sheep in the April 

2011 issue, explaining how overhunt

ing and domestic livestock diseases 

wiped them out. On the subject of 

white-tailed deer, from what I have 

learned from the old-timers over the 

years is that whitetails were nearly wiped 

out in this part of the state in the early 

1900s from anthrax: Rocksprings, 

Nueces Canyon, Uvalde, Brackettville, 

Carta Valley and Del Rio. Anthrax was 

the problem more than overhunting.  

JOE GENTRY 

Rocksprings 

TPWD'S WHITE -TAILED DEER PROGRAM 

LEADER ALAN CAIN RESPONDS: Many fac

tors have influenced white-tailed deer populations

in Texas over the last 150years, including com

mercial market hunting and subsistence hunting.  

Exploitation from market hunting reduced deer 

populations to about 500,000 in North Amer

ica by the early 1900s, and Texas experienced 

statewide deer declines. Outbreaks from anthrax 

or other wildlife diseases have contributed to local

izedpopulation declines, but the impact on the deer 

population as a whole has been insignificant. While 

anthrax outbreaks may occur anywhere in Texas, 

they are more common in a zone between Ozona, 
Uvalde and Eagle Pass. Anthrax rarely affects a 

deer population on a landscape scale but rather 

very localized areas such as a portion of a ranch.  

Let us hear from you! 
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 

welcomes letters trom our readers.  
Please include your name, address 

and daytime telephone number.  
Write to us at 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, 
4200 Smith School Road, 

Austin, TX 78744.  
Fax us at 512-389-8397.  

E-mail us at <magazine@tpwd.state.tx.us>.  
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity,

L i ((~at, P,. eg . ad , y
7 1 2) 

Laredo Convention and Visitors Bureau 
800.361.3360 I www.visitlaredo.com
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SPLASH, SPLASH! F ZZ, F ZZ 
Scientists test cures for oterinfluted buss.

When a fish is caught from deep water and hauled up 
to the surface, the sudden :hange in pressure ray cause its air 

bladder to overinflate. This leads to a condition biologists call 

"barotrauma." Eyes bulge, the belly swells, and the fish may float 

helplessly, too buoyant to submerge.  

"Barotrauma to fish is like 'the bencks' are tc scuba divers," 

explains Randy Myers, a fisheries biologist at the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department.  

A technique known as "fizzing" - puncturIng the air bladder 

with a needle :c vent excess air -can relieve sym toms of baro

trauma. But what's the long-term effect? Does it improve the 

odds that a fish will survive, or can it do more harm than good? 

Is it something an angler should try? If so, what's the safest, 

most effective method?

Myers led a recent study that sheds some light on those ques

tions, specifically in regard to fishing tournaments and large

mouth bass.  

The study site was An-istad Reservoir. It's 200 feet deep in 

places, a prime spot for ~arotrauma. Researchers attended five 

bass tournaments, examining more than 3,500 fish. Forty-five 

percent showed signs of overinflated air bladders. Biologists 

kept a sample group, half with symptoms and half without, and 

watched them for several days tc see how they fared. Survival 

rates were good for both groups, especially when the water was 

cool (60 degrees or below). This suggests that many bass caught 

from deep water will recover on their own. However, "fish that 

have barotrauma, left untreated, are less likely to survive than 

fish that do not," reports Myers.

IO * AUGUST 2011
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For the next step, researchers induced barotrauma in a test 

group of 466 bass and compared three ways of treating the 
condition in the fish: 

" Side fizzing, where a hypodermic needle is inserted in the 
swim bladder just behind the pectoral fin.  

" Mouth fizzing, where the needle is inserted at the back of 
the mouth.  

* Deep release or "caging." Instead of being released at the 
surface, fish are placed in a weighted cage with an open bottom.  
The cage is lowered to the desired depth and pulled up, leav
ing the fish behind.  

After analyzing the results, Myers is willing to make a few 

recommendations.  

Side fizzing doesn't appear to hurt the bass, and it isn't difficult 
to do. If a tournament-caught fish shows signs of barotrauma, "we 

recommend that the angler go ahead and side-fizz the fish, with
in the first hour if possible," Myers says.  

Deep release also works, but that would have to be done at the 

weigh-in point after scores are tallied.  

Fish that were mouth-fizzed fared worse than those that 

weren't treated at all. Some bled excessively, and a significant 

number died. Researchers can't say for sure why this happened, 

but Myers can make an educated guess. "When you use mouth 

fizzing, you're piercing the business end of the air bladder.  
That's where all the nerves and blood vessels are," he says. "We 

don't recommend that treatment." 

One more thing: the average catch-and-release angler needn't 

worry about fizzing bass. A fish that's released quickly will have 
enough energy to fight the buoyancy and go back under. If it swims 
down to the approximate depth where it was caught, the air blad
der will deflate and symptoms will go away.

caused by a caught fish's overinflated air bladder.  

Abass that's held in a livewell, awaitingweigh-in at a tournament, 

struggles to stay submerged. 'After about Io minutes," Myers says, 

"it gets exhausted and rolls upside down." 

Nobody wants to see schools of bass floating belly up at the 
release site of a fishing tournament. It gives tournaments a bad 

name. And while they're struggling at the surface, bass run a 

greater-than-usual risk of being run over by boats or eaten by 

predators. If a needle in the air bladder can help them get home 

sooner, it's better all around.  

See www.tpwmagazine.com for tips on how to side-fizz a bass and 
for a TPWD video on fizzing. * 

-Danne Fy Cortez
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SKILL BU LDER / BY MARY O. PARKER 

Dead Wood supports Li 
That rotting stump inyour yard could be a critter condo.  

A /^i

Would it surprise you to learn that 
dead wood sustains as much life as living 

trees? In fact, what looks like waste to "is 

supports hundreds of Texas species.  

Dead trees left standing to decompose 

naturally are called snags. Logs are what 

we call wood that's down on the ground.  

Think about including both in your 

backyard to mimic what occurs in nature.  

Snags provide plenty of crevices ard 

hollows where critters can live, hide or 

store food. They also make great places 

for birds, such as woodpeckers, to find 

good eats, or spots for eagle-eyed rap

tors, like red-tailed hawks (which keep 

rodent populations in check), to perch 

in search of supper.  

In Texas, snags attract eastern bluebirds, 

Carolina chickadees, pileated and red

bellied woodpeckers, nuthatches, barred

owls, tufted titmouses, tree swallows, war

blers, wrens and raptors, as well as rac

coons, squirrels and mosquito-eating 

bats. Many songbirds, like our state singer, 

the mockingbird, especially like to show 

off when they've got snags for stages.  

"Snags are important to woodpeck

ers and nuthatches for not only forag

ing, but for nestIng and roosting, too," 

explains Cliff Shackelford, a nongame 

ornithologist with the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department. "Their aban

doned cavities also provide homes for 

other vertebrates and invertebrates, 

including over 8o species of birds in 

North America that are secondary cav

ity nesters, which need hollows but can

not create them.' 

Once the snag rots enough to fall to the 

ground, it creates a new ecosystem where

moisture plays a crucial role. For example, 
holes created by a woodpecker's bill 

become tiny "tanks" in wooden pastures 

that give rise to fungi, microorganisms 

and invertebrates such as earthworms and 

fireflies. These creatures, in turn, sustain 

salamanders, toads, anoles, tree frogs, 
birds and others. As logs decompose, they 

recycle nutrients back into the soil, all 

while coexisting in symbiotic relationships 

with the animals they support.  

Michael Warriner, inverterbrate biol

ogist with TPWD, emphasizes the sub

stantial contributions that dead wood 

makes to forest biodiversity.  

"Of the various organisms that make 

use of dead wood, insects represent one 

of the most species-rich and abundant 

components," he explains. "Some insects 

spend the majority of their life cycle liv-

I2 * AUGUST 2011

0 -H 
0 

0



-« > 

-

homes and food sources for birds, insects and other anirmals.

ing within, and feeding on, dead wood. Others feed only on 

wood-decaying fungi or prey on other insects within dead 

wood. Dead wood is critically important to these insects, and 

reductions in this resource can lead to real conservation issues 

for those species." 

If your log hasn't yet seen the handiwork of a woodpecker or 

needs help holding its water, nudge nature along by drilling a 

hole or two. You can also fast-forward the ecosystem by 

encouraging native vines to get attached and by trapping soil 

along the wood's edge.  

What if termites also find your log lovely? Of the two types 
of termites, subterranean and drywood, chances are that any 

residing in this special habitat will be the drywood sort, which 

usually stay put (to be eaten by toads, birds and other wildlife) 

unless a trail of moisture entices them elsewhere. Thus, to 

keep them from adventurous walk-abouts, place logs a reason

able distance from unintended water sources.  

Along the same lines, keep logs and snags from resting 

against structures to discourage fungi or unwanted guests 

from coming in contact with your abode. Of course, make 

sure snags don't hover over a neighbor's fence, yard or vehi

cle. If you find that the snag must be sawed, don't forget to use 

it as a log.  

You don't need acreage to bring the dead to life; a snag or 

log in even the smallest of yards can add animation. And, 

when company comes for a patio dinner and the words "a 

lump on a log" arise, you'll know it's not a lack of vitality 

they're discussing -it's that cool critter someone spotted in 

your backyard! *

Lose Yourself 
in Adventure 

The only Texas city with a 37-square-mile 
state park in the middle of town.
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Neighbors sometimes bring us 
spiders, caterpillars and other critters 
-c identify. When a coiled snake 
arrived in a bucket, I scratched. my 
lead. Not for long, though. Minutes 

ater, the snake flared its neck Lke a 
cobra and hissed.  

That's what hognose snakes want you 
=c believe -that they're deadly and 
-enornous (which they're not). The 
snake may even lunge as if to bite but 
"with its mouth closed. Next, a hognose 
w.rill roll over. convulse a few times and 

loll its :ongue out as if it's dead. It may 

even defecate and smell bad. Once the 

.oast is clear, the hogrose turns back 

oyer and slithers away.  
Eastern hognose snakes - also 

:alled nissing or puff adders -occur 
across the eastern half of Texas. Most 
rreasare 20 to 33 inches, are 

o otcher and vary in color. An 
upturned, shovel-like nose best dis-

tinguishes the species. S d 'es its 
broad head and neck that :lattens and 

spreads when threatened.  

Hcgnose snakes prefer habitats with 
loose, sandy soil not far :rom water.  

UJsing its snout, a hognose burrows and 
hunts fcor meals in the dirt. Toads most 
often fall prey, along vwi:h frofs and 
salamanders. The snak~e s baciward

poin:ing teeth prevent victims from 

escaping. Enlarged adrenal lands 
enable the species to survive the other
wisr lethal skin rosretions of toals.  

The species become sexually mature 
at nearly two ears of age. Mating 
occurs from early spring into summer.  
Fermales deposit an average of 22 eggs 
in lcose soil, under rocks or rotting 
logs. According to Texas Snakes: 
idertication, Distrbution 2nd N:tural Histop, 
even newly hatched hcgrnoss sna :es can 
flare and hiss like cobras! * 

- She. Smih-Rodgers
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< Jelly Gems
Mustard rapes /hide fuicy fruit beneath heart-shaped leafcanopies.

As a young boy, Bron Praslicka 
of Flower Mound often helped his 

grandmother can vegetables. Once 

mustang grapes ripened, he knew to 

expect more work.  

"Mamaw would come get me, and 

we'd pick mustang grapes all day," he 
remembers. "If she saw grapes grow
ing on someone's fence, she'd knock 

on a door and make a new friend.  

Then we'd make grape jelly, which was 
a huge job, but it tasted wonderful." 

Right off the vine, though, mustang 

grapes taste terrible.  

"You'll need plenty of sugar to make 

the sour species palatable," writes 

Delena Tull in Edible and Useful Plants of 
Texas and the Southwest: A Practical Guide. She 
also advises pickers to wear gloves.  

Mustang grapes - the state's domi

nant grape species - occur along 
riverbanks, fencerows and sandy 
slopes across the eastern half of Texas.  
Resistant to disease and drought, the 
vines often grow high into trees and 
can blanket canopies. With age, 

trunks and branches thicken and turn 

woody. Their broad leaves are lobed 

or heart shaped; white fuzz covers leaf 

undersides. Tiny white flowers bloom 

in spring, bearing blackish or purple 
fruit by late summer or early fall.  

In 1861, Texas state geologist S.B.  
Buckley officially named the species 
Vtis mustangensis.  

"This is called the mustang grape in 

Texas, where it is very common," he stat

ed in his species description. Botantist 
Asa Gray, though, pointed out that 

"mustang" implies a "wild horse." 
The Civil War interrupted the 

men's exchange in a natural science 

journal. Finally, in 1870, Buckley

countered: "It is also the name of a 

stream along which this grape grows 

in great abundance." 

But which Mustang Creek? Texas 

only has 17 or so.  
Factoid: Horticulturalist Thomas V.  

Munson saved the world's grape 
industry from disease in the late 19th 

century using rootstock from Texas 

mustang vines. * 

- Sheryl Smith-Rodgers

4.ustang grapes are common across 

Texas, but be wary of eating them off 

the vine. They're sour. Jelly makers, 

don't forget the sugar.

Cabins 
Rental Cottages 

Full Service 
Resorts 

Luxury B&B's 
Reunion Facilities 

Corporate Retreats

n trally Locter 
dour Seasons 

of Fun

www. ge to wa yca pital. corn
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Better Than Ever 
Daingerfield State Park reopens after a quick face-lift.

At Daingerfield State Park, the lake gives visitors a place to kayak, swim and 
fish, and refurbished buildings offer a place to rest, eat and learn.

muck-truck® launches New Product 

muck-truck® "BIZZY" is a new product based tn our original proven concept.  
Fitted with a 6.5hp Briggs & Stratton engine, suitable 

for the consumer. The dumper has 1 forward and 1 reverse gear.  
The engine comes with a 12 month factory wa rranty. The "BIZZY" is fitted 

with a 4.5c.ft steel bucket offering 205 kg carrying capacity, it comes 
standard in 2WD, with an optional 4-wheel-drive kit.  

All the accessories are fully interchangeable between the models
a..

Susan and John Edwards used to 
think campouts mostly meant hiking, 
fishing and cam-pfires. Then the Plano 
couple took heir two kids to Daingerfield 
State Park ir_ Northeast Texas.  

"Every time we camped there, we'd 

rent paddleboats and enjoy the lake," 
Susan says. "Then the park added 
kayaks. I'd never kayaked before, so I 
was nervous at first. But the kids 
adapted to them instantly.' 

Ultimately, the Edwardses enjoyed 
their newfound hobby so much that 
they bough: four kayaks of their own.  

"Now when we go, we pull both our 
RV and a trailer with our kayaks," 
Susan laughs.  

Though always eager to return to 

Daingerfield, the family ha- tc hold off 
a year while construction crews mod

ernized the park's restrooms and 

upgraded te sewer system. Workers 
also refurbished three historic buildings 
built by tLe Civilian Conservation 
Corps in the 193os. The former boat
house now Iouses an interpretive cen

ter, and the old bathhouse has been 
turned into a park store and group din

ing room for day use.  
"Our Fcpular Bass Lodge - which 

sleeps 14 in five bedrooms - has been 
completely transformed with central air
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and heat," says manager John Thomas.  
Also, the lodge complies with the 

Americans With Disabilities Act.  
Other than those needed renova

tions, not much else has changed at 

the 501-acre getaway. Heavily 
forested with loblolly pines and 
hardwoods, the park largely draws 
families that come to swim, fish 

and paddle in Lake Daingerfield, 
also built by the CCC. Visitors can 
still rent kayaks, canoes, paddle

boats and hydroboats. Anglers 

report steady catches of bass, cat
fish and crappie.  

Hikers whc explore the park's 

2.5-mile nature trail, which mean

ders around the spring-fed lake, 

may spot resident wildlife, such as 
white-tailed deer, squirrels and 
raccoons. In the spring, redbud 
and dogwood blooms splash their 
pastel pink and white hues against 
neighboring evergreens. As tem

peratures cool, fall triggers another 

color show when sweetgums, oaks 
and maples turn brilliant orange, 

red and gold.  
Overnight facilities include 10 

pull-through campsites with full 

hookups, 30 multiuse sites with 

full hookups and 12 water-only tent 

sites. Three cabins come with 
either two or three bedrooms, a 

bathroom, refrigerator, stovetop 

and microwave oven (bed and bath 

linens provided).  
Daingerfield State Park is 2 miles 

east of Daingerfield via Texas 
Highway 49. For information, visit 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/daingerfield 

or call 903-645-2921. * 

-Sheyl Smith-Rodgers

SIGHTS & SOUNDS 1[X(AS PARKS & WItDLIFE 1VA ND AUIO

July 31-Aug. 7: 
Geocaching for 
beginners; efforts to 
restore coastal 
prairies; do it all at 
Garner State Park; 
Sheldon Lake birds; 
Pecos River rock art.  

Aug. 7-14: 
Geocaching in state 
parks; teaching marine 
sleuths; broad vistas of 
Big Spring; Gulf connec
tions; Matador evening.

Aug. 14-21: 
Texas trees keep cli
mate secrets; come
back of the Guadalupe

bass; Resaca de la 
Palma birding; prong
horn antelope decline; 
Katy Prairie blackbirds.  

Aug. 21-28: 
Discover the Rio 
Grande; Stephen F.  
Austin State Park; 
spring trackers; honor
ing angler Ed Bonn; 
paddling the Colorado.  

Aug. 28-Sept. 4: 
State parks as science 
classrooms; restoring 
Flagler Ranch; birds on 
a wire; manmade 
wetlands; Brazos Bend 
State Park.

Passport to Texas is your radio guide to the 
great Texas outdoors. Visit www.passporttotexas.org to 
find a station near you that broadcasts the show, or 
listen online.

'1

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 
Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our television gsu&y.  
series is broadcast throughout Texas on local 
PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed captions. V ' 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv R-'

PASSPORT TO TEXAS 

Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays fora 

90-second excursion into the Texas outdoo -s 
Find a station near you, or listen on the Web at 

www.passporttotexas.org

~~eDETAILS GNLNE 

Big Bend has a lot of elbow 
room for exploration and 
relaxation - where adventure 
can be tough,~ soft, or kt 
between where you come for 
the great -scenery. but wht 
you will remember most iste 
warm West Texas hospital Ity.  

From the Marathon Plateau to 
the Chisos Mountains, and 
south to the Rio Grande. Bi 
Bend visitors find scenic 
beauty anid peaceful solitude at 
every turn. Named for the great
curve in the Rio Gr ne, Big 
Bend offers more than a million 
acres of public parkiad anid 
endless landscapes where 
cloud-tpped mountains ise 
above pakit-rock dese#' 
www.visitbigbend.com
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G)S in the F el / By Cynthia Walker Pickens 

D ESTI NATl 1 N: ATHENS 

TRAVEL TIME FROM: 
AUSTIN - 3.5 hours / BROWNSVILLE - 9.5 hours / DALLAS - 1.5 hours 
HOUSTON - 3.5 hours / SAN ANTONIO - 5 hours / LUBBOCK - 7 hours / EL PASO - 11.5 hours 

Z _rou thens 
atc our first fish or sail through the treetops in deep East Texas.  

wild areas, damming creeks and rivers 

and suppressing fire. The region was 
irrevocably altered. Still, pockets of 
wild lands remain near Athens.  

The it red . ,My friend Lona and I arrive in 
s s - h town on a lovely fall afternoon. Our 

E T' A - : :' first destination (after the visitor cen

a 's e ;as _ter on the square) is the East Texas 
s"ous -, ,, ,Arboretum and Botanical Society, a 

100-acre property inside the city 
limits. The abandoned truck farm was 

reclaimed in 1993, and the property 
;= features two miles of nature trails that 

allow visitors to wander through the 

woods, past a bog and across a 115
foot suspension foot bridge. Lona 
likes to run on these bouncy bridges, 
so she makes a few passes while I snap 

photos. She identifies dogwood, 
S~ hickory, water oak, post oak and 

southern red oak trees. Leaves turn

ing autumn colors and American 

beautyberry with its striking magenta 

berries make this a colorful place. We 
agree the trail would be equally lovely 

in spring, with dogwoods and wild
flowers blooming.  

We tour the Wofford House, a 

beautiful dogtrot cabin built in 1850 
-_ -- -- _ and moved here in 2001. It's been 

authentically restored, complete with 

period furnishings. Next to the 

house is a vegetable garden, duly 
guarded by the requisite scarecrow.  

We stroll to a lovely demonstration 

garden, overflowing with colorful 
My roots in Athens run deep, but Athens is 75 miles southeast of flowers, shrubs and grasses. Paths 
somehow I've visited only a few times. Dallas in the post oak savannah, a wind through, and a small bridge 
My ancestors settled nearby in 1851, region of Texas originally character- arches over a dry stream.  
on land still occupied by descendants. ized by tall hardwood trees and bunch The children's "play garden" has a 
More recently, my grandparents lived grasses, creeks and bogs. Fire and unique slide set into a hill, butterfly o 
down the road in an oilfield camp. buffalo helped shape the region's gardens, water features and small o 
I've been eager to spend a long week- landscape. Settlers thought the area buildings (including a little red W 
end learning more about Athens and looked ideal, and began harvesting schoolhouse) for exploration. We z 
my family history. timber, plowing meadows, grazing leave this area to the exuberant chil- < 
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dren playing there. I wish I had tried 
the slide, though! 

It's dinnertime, and we know what's on 

the menu. According to local lore, native 

son Fletcher Davis invented the ham

burger at his lunch counter, and intro

duced it at the 1904 World's Fair in St.  

Louis. His counter is no longer here, but 

we find another restaurant serving burg

ers, and they live up to the legend.  
On Saturday morning, we mosey 

around the town square before visiting 

the Henderson County Historical 

Museum. In 1896, my great
great-grandfather commissioned the 

construction of this two-story brick 

structure. When completed, the 

building housed a grocery and law 
offices. Now the museum displays 
local memorabilia and a replica dry 
goods store downstairs, with a law 

office, schoolroom, parlor, kitchen 
and more upstairs. The museum is 

open Fridays and Saturdays, 1o a.m.  

to 3 p.m. (upstairs tour by request).  

Lunch finds us perched on a stack of 
bricks at the Athens cemetery - a 

first-time experience for both of us.  

Despite the somewhat ominous cawing 

of a crow overhead, it is a peaceful, 
relaxing place. We have tracked down 

my ancestors' graves, and I draw a 

family tree as we eat.  

Now it is time to shift from the past 
into the present. Our next destination 

is the Texas Freshwater Fisheries 
Center, operated by the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department; we arrive 

just in time for the 2 p.m. dive show.  

The center supports and promotes 

freshwater fishing and is home to the 

Toyota ShareLunker program, in 

which anglers lend or donate their 13

pound-plus largemouth bass catches 

for spawning purposes.

At the show, a TPWD technician 

immersed in a large aquarium talks 

about the fish swimming around him 

largemouth and smallmouth bass, and 

the dramatic alligator gar. The diver tells 

us what each type of fish eats, as he dis
penses food. After the show, we head 
outside for an open-air tram tour of the 

fishery. A guide describes the fishery's 
operations as we pass a warehouse with 

long blue spawning tanks and then pass 

outdoor ponds where fish grow to fin

gerling size before being released into 
the wild. Lona and I opt to disembark at 

the farthest point and return via the 

o.8-mile, ADA-accessible wetlands trail.  
Along the way, we check out the ani

mal sounds station, look for tracks 
imprinted on the concrete trail, visit 

the bee house and identify native 

flora, including pitcher plants. Pitcher 

plants are carnivorous, obtaining 

nutrition from insects lured into their 

tube-like leaves. Once trapped inside, 
insects drown in water accumulated 

there and subsequently decompose 

into plant food.

The trail ends at the center's casting 
pond, where visitors can fish for free, 
with equipment and instruction provid

ed. Many families are here this after

noon, trying their luck. More than 

60,000 people visit the center annually; 
half spend at least a few minutes fishing.  
About 500 of those catch their first fish 
here, says Larry D. Hodge, the center's 
information specialist. The pond is pri

marily catch-and-release; but for $10, 

an angler may take home five catfish.  
Lona heads for the gift shop, while I 

explore the aquariums showcasing native 

fish and an exhibit containing two large 

alligators. At the catfish exhibit, a family 
drops food into the pond, and then 

watches the ensuing feeding frenzy 

through a glass wall. They remind me of 
movie piranhas! 

Allow time to explore the center's Hall 
of Fame and Texas Record Fish Exhibit, 
as well as the Hatchery Gallery and 
ShareLunker Overlook.  

We are apprehensive about our next 

activity: soaring through treetops at New 

York, Texas ZipLine Adventures.  
However, we are of an age when we must 

prove we are still adventurous, and the 

view should be worth the jangled nerves.  

Several years ago, the Shultz family 
watched a television show about a Costa 

Rican zipline. Connie Shultz says they 

thought it would be a great way to share 

the view from their hill. Husband 
Charles, by day a house mover, 
researched and then built these ziplines 

with his family's help, and they began 
offering tours in April 2008.  

After equipping us with a helmet, 

gloves and harness, son Carson Shultz 

takes our group to ground school, 

where we hook on to a low zipline and 

learn how to slow down. He says we're 

ready to zip.  

We climb up stairs to a platform, 
from which the first short line

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 19



departs. Did I mention I'm afraid of 
heights? Carson, however, is a master 

of small talk and calm reassurance, 

and the harness seems securely 
attached. I settle into it and off I go! 

By the third or fourth platform, as 

the lines increase in length and 
height, we feel more confident and the 
joking begins. Carson shares some 
official zipline terminology with us, 
but you'll have to learn that firsthand.  

The sixth zipline is the big one 
over g00 feet long, and 100 feet 
above the ground. Yikes! But Carson 
assures me, "You've got this," and I 

do. I have time to look around and 
enjoy the view. Surprisingly, I'm not 
scared as I soar above trees, looking 

down on a pond and out to the hori
zon - it is exhilarating! 

While some of our group continues 

on to three more lines, most of us 

walk back to the house to divest our

selves of gear. We're giddy after our 
adventure, but it's time to return 

to earth.  

On Sunday morning we pack up and 

head south to the Gus Engeling 
Wildlife Management Area. The 
property (nearly 11,000 acres) was 

purchased by the state in the 1950s. It 
was grazed but not extensively cleared, 

and therefore provides a good example 
of the historical post oak savannah.

Visitors may take the driving tour and 
hike the trails for free. To wander far
ther afield, adults 17 and older must 

possess either a hunting permit or a 

limited public use permit. Camping is 
available in several locations.  

We veer off the main road onto a 
dirt track. After parking, we don our 

hunter orange vests (squirrel and wild 

hog hunting are allowed) and set off.  
Birds are everywhere, and Lona puts 
her new binoculars to good use. She 
points out a brown thrasher, which 

I've never seen, and three types of

p:

woodpeckers. We've been here an hour 
and seen no other humans.  

We return to the car and drive north 

to the mile-long Dogwood Trail.  
There we hike past dogwoods and 
other native species, stopping to 
admire a small creek. Next, we drive 

on to a viewing blind perched over a 
pond where we spot our first critter 
an armadillo. At my approach, he 
jumps, snorts and runs away. The trail 

here is closed because of flood dam

age, so we continue north to Lake 
One. A man and two boys fishing 
offer us their canoe so we can hunt for 

alligators. I picture myself swimming 
with alligators - and quickly say "no, 
thanks." After a picnic, we reluctantly 

leave this peaceful place and turn 

toward home.  

Athens offers many more activities 
than can be experienced in one 

weekend. Purtis Creek State Park, 15 

miles northwest, provides camping 

and fishing, as does Lake Athens 
Marina. Other lakes are nearby.  

Athens Scuba Park features 70 feet of 

underwater visibility and interesting 

structures to explore.  

Even if your family isn't rooted 
here, Athens is a fun-filled destina
tion. People are friendly, colorful 
scenery beckons, and the recreational 

opportunities are myriad. *
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"There are some who can live without wild things, 
and some who cannot." 

Aldo Leopold penned that as the opening 
line of his classic, A Sand County Almanac. By 
"wild things," he meant all of them -prairie 

flowers, free-ranging wildlife, stands of 
grass, streams, lakes and forests, and geese 
passing overhead. Leopold's statement pre
sumed there would be wild places for people 
to enjoy those wild things. He could not live 
without them. Neither can we. That's why 
parks are so precious.

Today, most Texans live an easy drive 
from one of many state parks, natural 

areas and historic sites. Generations 
of family vacations have worn smooth 
the paths at iconic landmarks like 
Seminole Canyon and Colorado 
Bend, where tots discover their first 

tadpole and return with their children 
decades later.  

But, before 1963, these two parks 
and dozens of others were privately 
owned parcels of land that weren't 
available for public enjoyment. How a 
piece of Texas land becomes a state 
park is a lengthy and complicated 
process that requires a willing seller, a 
location worthy of state preservation 

and available funds. Politics intertwines 
throughout, but determined conserva

tionists have found ways to achieve 

their ends, much to our benefit.  

From 1963 to 1988, these elements 

were aligned through the efforts of 

dedicated individuals. As a result, the 

number of state parks in Texas more 

than doubled in 25 years, with an 
almost tenfold increase in acreage.  
That perfect storm of enthusiastic 
players and available money could 
one day be looked back on as a gold
en age of park acquisition.  

A SLOW START 
When the State Parks Board was estab

lished in 1923, Texas had little available

land for parks. It was a 

wasteland compared to the 

resources available to the 
National Park Service.  

The first decade of state 
park operations was con
ducted on lands donated by 
generous Texans. The 
Fannin Battleground was e a s Sa@.r 

donated in 1913, and Gov.  

Pat Neff's mother deeded ' 

six acres to the state in 1916 
for what would become 
Mother Neff State Park. - " 

That was the beginning 
of the state parks system. By 
1927, 24 other park sites /' A
had been donated, totaling 
1,858 acres. That amount

ed to a mere 0.001 percent " 

of Texas' nearly 168 million 
land acres. Today, 35 state 
parks and natural areas 

each have more acreage 
than all the state parks in 

1927 - places like Chinati 
Mountains (37,885 acres), 
Seminole Canyon (2,172 acres), Big 
Bend Ranch (309,202 acres) and 
Colorado Bend (5,315 acres). Total 

combined acreage in the state parks sys
tem is now 603,748 acres.  

The first state park purchased outright 
was Goose Island, in 1931. It could have 
just as easily been called "The Big Tree
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Park," since the state's most famous and 

most photographed live oak has spread 

its majestic limbs there for more than a 

thousand years. Palo Duro and Long

horn Cavern were purchased in 1933.  
A federal assistance program was creat

ed during the Depression to provide 

funds and labor to develop parks, with 
work in 29 parks performed by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps. Workers 

built the Indian Lodge at Davis 
Mountains under this authority, as well 

as the cabins at Bastrop State Park, 

among other improvements.  

THE STARS BEGIN TO ALIGN 
Help was on its way, but it took a 

roundabout route. By 1958, the State 

Parks Board managed a total of 

61,838 acres. However, the park sys

tem was stagnant, without a depend

able source of funds to maintain 

parks or increase the number of parks 
to meet the demand of a growing, 
mobile and more urban population.  

To address these needs, Texas Tech 

University was contracted to study the 

needs of state parks and develop rec

ommendations, primarily because no 

other Texas college offered a parks 
degree. Two men who conducted the 

study were Mark Gosdin and Paul 

Schlimper (both later worked on park 
acquisitions at TPWD).  

Gov. John Connally used the Tech 
study in his legislative recommenda

tions, and the State Parks Board was 

merged with the Texas Game and Fish 
Commission to form the Texas Parks

and Wildlife Department in 1963.  
The Tech study an6 deteriorating 

park system provided plenty of justifi
cation for the merger, but there were 

suggestions of another, more political 

consideration. Published accounts and 

a buzz around the Capitol noted agita

tion over a game warden not being 

fired for disrespectful comments 
about a man he ticketed for shooting 

too many doves. The game warden had 
been disciplined for his remark 
(rumored to insult the man's ears and 

ancestry), but the Game and Fish 

Commission executive director 

refused to fire him.  

The subject of the remarks was none 

other than Vice President Lyndon 

Johnson, a close friend of Connally's.  

A new commission fir the combined 

agency was appointed by the governor, 

but the veteran executive director of 

the Game and Fish Commission was 

not appointed executive director.  

A PERFECT STORM 
The federal Land and Water Con

servation Act was enacted in 1964, 

providing funding to state and local 

communities for planning, acquisition 
and development of recreational facil

ities. That led to TFWD's development 

of the mandated Texas Outdoor 

Recreation Plan.  

The act required matching funds, so 

the Legislature authorized up to $75 
million in state park bonds in 1967.  

That was a huge step.  

In the 25 years after the merger of

the two agencies, Texas acquired 63 

parks, compared with the 47 that were 

acquired in the decades before 1963.  

Before the bonds, money had been 
tight. Johnny Buck was hired as head 
of park operations in 1962 and visited 
every park to evaluate needs.  

"We didn't have any money," he 

recalls. "I hired a guy at Garner [State 
Park] because he had his own tools. He 
found an old turning plow and attached 

it to an old Ford tractor and dug water 

lines for the park's expansion." 
The bond money, though, changed 

the script. The bond indebtedness was 
to be paid out of park entrance fees.  

At only $1 per car, that didn't generate 

funds quickly enough to meet the 
needs of a rapidly growing state. To 
combat the shortfall, TPWD began 
working with Sen. Don Kennard, an 

outdoor and history enthusiast, to 

establish the Texas Park Fund. Their 

work led to a penny-a-pack tax on 

cigarette sales. The tax garnered $16 

million annually and gave the parks 

system a stable funding source with 

which to acquire new parks.  

In addition to new funding sources, 

public and political attitudes about 
purchasing parkland improved.  

"Parks were beginning to be seen as 

a way to conservation, in the larger 

sense," says David Riskind of TPWD's 
State Parks Division. Riskind says the 
Legislative Budget Board recommend
ed that larger tracts be acquired and 

requested that these parks have unique 

features. Park acquisition became a

6 * AUGUST 20 11
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popular issue as concern about the 

environment grew and as hunters, 

anglers and outdoor recreationists 

realized they had common interests.  
This broad support had apparently 
awakened the inner conservationist 
within policy-makers and the public.  

"There was a confluence of events 
that led to a very substantial acquisition 
program," says Ed Cox, chairman of 
the Parks and Wildlife Commission 
during part of the expansion era.  
"While helpful, I'm not sure the merg
er (of Game and Fish with the State 

Parks Board) itself had as much to do 
with acquisitions as did the availability 
of large amounts of federal funding.  

I'm not sure the cigarette tax would 

have passed had there not been a 50 
percent matching fund provision." 

It looked like smooth sailing. Parks 
were being acquired as never before.  

With new funding and a receptive atti

tude, impediments to park acquisition 
dissipated like mist in the morning sun.  

TPWD acquired Dinosaur Valley 
and Fort Richardson one year; the 

next year it was Estero Llano Grande, 

Galveston Island, Hueco Tanks and 
Lake Somerville. Five parks, including 
Pedernales Falls and Copper Breaks, 
followed the year after that.  

"It was a real fun time," Buck says.  

"We were improving the system, get
ting more qualified staff and getting 
things done with less red tape. There 
was less lollygagging around. We were 
in a hurry." 

But park acquisition needed a finer 
focus. Planning was required.  

Mike Herring, a forest recreation 

specialist, was hired by Buck to work 
in park operations. After a depart

ment reorganization, he worked under 

Mark Gosdin on the State Park System 

Plan, alongside Rom Welborn, who 
did site evaluation. John Ruben and 
Karen Leslie later joined the staff.  

With Herring in the lead, the Policy 
for Administration of the Texas State 

Parks System was developed, setting 
goals and redefining the park classifica
tion system. Herring subsequently 
designed the Five-Year Acquisition and 
Development Program to meet the pol

icy goals, a fluid plan re-evaluated every 
year to react to changing possibilities.  

"All of this was to get a system of 
state parks that represented the diver

sity of outdoor resources," Riskind 
explains. The plan included recre

ational parks, historic sites and natural 

areas needing stewardship.  

Herring also was instrumental in 

developing scoring systems for evalu

8 * AUGUST 2011

ating potential park acquisitions. That 

provided a measurable method of site 
evaluation. It worked well unless sub

verted by political pressure.  
"At one point," Ed Cox rotes, "virtu

ally an entire biennial park budget went 
to build a park at the very low end of 
the scoring system. That sort of thing 
was a constant battle at a political level." 

The public's voice also thwarted or 
delayed acquisitions. J. David 
Bamberger owned a 505-acre tract 
with a mile of Guadalupe River bank.  
He offered to sell it to TPWD for a

In the 2 5 years 
after the merger of 
the two agencies, 

Texas ac uired 
63 par , 

compared with 
the 47 that were 

acquired in 
the decades 

before 1963.  

price to be set by TPWD. There was 
not a park on the Guadalupe at that 

time. Some local landowners objected, 

saying that it would "bring in hippies" 
and other undesirables.  

The Parks and Wildlife Commission 
postponed a decision at two public 
meetings and sent Bamberger a note at 

the third meeting asking if he would 
consent to another delay. He emphati

cally replied, "No!" 
"I could have sold it for three or 

four times more [money] ," Bamberger 

says, "and was tired of being put off."

So a deal was struck, and that property 

is now Guadalupe River State Park.  

After leaving the Senate, Kennard 

took a position at the LBJ School of 
Public Affairs and began a series of 
research projects titled Natural Area 
Surveys. Herring furnished lists of 

potential tracts to study and met with 

Kennard annually. Kennard's team of 
biologists, geologists and archaeolo
gists obtained valuable data for natural 
area acquisitions into the future.  

Herring, no cubicle coconut, spent 
countless hours doing aerial surveys of 

potential acquisitions and much more 

time on foot, hiking the various tracts.  

His boots stayed muddy.  
"I have visited every region of the 

state, every state park," he says. More 

fulfilling to him, however, was the 
human element. "Many of the 

landowners we worked with were not 

just interested in selling or donating 

their land; they were just as interested 

in the future conservation and appre
ciation of the resources." 

Outstanding examples of the results 

of these studies were the acquisition of 

Devils River, Kickapoo Cavern and 
Big Bend Ranch.  

EXECUTIVE SUPPORT 
Two TPWD executive directors played 

key roles in park acquisition and devel
opment during this era - Dickey Travis 

and Andrew Sansom. Among Sansom's 

many herculean efforts on behalf of 
parks was the acquisition of Big Bend 
Ranch State Park.  

This and other park acquisitions were 

part of a long, tedious process. In the 

early 1970s, Bob Armstrong, then Texas 

General Land Office commissioner, 
drove through the night to the Anderson 
Ranch in West Texas to hunt mule deer.  

He arrived at dawn to see the landscape 

covered with snow and remarked that it 

would make a premier state park. He told 

the landowner that if he ever decided to 

sell, he should consider the state first.  
"Seventeen years later," Armstrong 

told me, "we finally bought it." After his 
tenure as head of the GLO, he served on 
the Parks and Wildlife Commission and 
made the motion to buy the ranch that 

became Big Bend Ranch State Park.  
"In a stroke of the pen," Armstrong 

says, "the state park system more than 

doubled in size!" 
The acquisitions made during this 

golden age set aside land for parks that 

could have easily been lost to the people 
of Texas forever. Thanks to the efforts of 

a dedicated group of Texan conserva

tionists, they weren't. *
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RECURRING EVENTS 

Daily 
Laguna Atascosa Bird Walks 
and Tours -Los Fresnos. Discover 

South Texas specialties at this birders' 

paradise. Refuge entry $3 per vehicle.  
www.friendsofsouthtexasrefuges. org; 

(956) 748-3607.  

Santa Ana National Wildlife 
Refuge Bird Walks -Alamo. Join 
knowledgeable guides and explore this 
jewel of the national wildlife refuge sys
tem. Refuge entry $3 per vehicle.  

www. friendsofsouthtexasrefuges .org; 

(956) 784-7500.  

Weekly 
Interpretive Programs 
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park, 
Mission. Programs include viewing trop

ical butterflies and exploring the park at 

night in search of nocturnal creatures.  

Family programs focus on learning more 

about local critters, seasonal changes and 

more. Free with park admission.  
www. theworldbirdingcenter. com/ 

Bentsen.html; (956) 584-9156.  

Every Sunday 
Sunday Walks at Post Park 
Big Bend Birds & Nature, Marathon.  
Weekly guided bird walks at Post Park.  
8:30 a.m. Other dates maybe available; 

please call ahead. (254) 424-6144; 
bigbendtx.blogspot.com.  

Second and Third Sunday, 
Second Tuesday 
Birding Tour - Mitchell Lake 
Audubon Center, San Antonio. Join 

some of the best birders for a tour where 
you are sure to spot a diversity of beauti

ful birds while enjoying gorgeous
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lead you to Harlingen World Birding 
Center Park. Native plants, wild animals 
and birds abound in this beautifully 
revegetated park. 7:30 a.m. Free.  

(956) 428-2603. See Arroyo Colorado 
Audubon Society Facebook page.  

Every Wednesday 
Birding on the Boardwalk 
Port Aransas. Join us for weekly guided 
birding at the Leonabelle Turnbull 
Birding Center. 9 a.m. Free.  

(361) 749-5919; www.portaransas.org.  

Second Thursday 
Arroyo Colorado Audubon 
Society Field Trips -Harlingen.  
Field trips to various locations in the 
Rio Grande Valley include destinations 
not often accessible to the general pub
lic. Trips meet at Hugh Ramsey Nature 
Park at 7:30 a.m. $5 for nonmembers.  

(956) 428-2603; see Arroyo Colorado

7-

scenery. 8 a.m $3 members, $5 non
members. (210) 628-1639; 
www. mitchelllakeaudubon. org.  

Most Mondays and 
Wednesdays and some 
Saturdays 
(Oct. 29-March 7) 
Half-Day Winter Birding -King 
Ranc , Kingsville. Winter birding tours 
cover a variety of habitat where you can 

see wnter migrants and South Texas 

residents. 8 a.m. to noon. Cost varies.  

1361) 592-8055; www.king-ranch.com.  

Every Tuesday and Saturday 
Weekly Bird Walks - Resaca de la 
Palma State Park, Brownsville. Join a 
park r aturalist on an avian adventure 

through a 1,200-acre subtropical ripari
an w"odland. 8:30 a.m. Free wi:h park 

admission. (956) 350-2920; 

www. theworldbirdingcenter. c omi 
Resaca.html.  

Every Wednesday 
(October-April) 
Hugh Ramsey Park Weekly 
Nature Walk - Harlingen. A mem
ber of Arroyo Colorado Audabcn will

Audubon Society Facebook page.  

Second Thursday (most months) 
Arroyo Colorado Audubon 
Society Program Meetings 
Harlingen Public Library, Harlingen.  
Program meetings feature top speakers 

from the Rio community. 6:30 p.m.  
Free. (956) 428-2603; see Arroyo 
Colorado Audubon Society 
Facebook page.  

Second Saturday 
Beginners Birdwalk 
San Antonio. Meet leader Georgina 

Schwartz and set off on an exciting 

birdwalk. Binoculars available; everyone 
is welcome. 8 a.m. (7:30 a.m. in 

August.) Free. (210) 308-6788; 
saaudubon. org.  

.
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Fourth Saturday 
Bird Count and Survey 
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center, San 

Antonio. Help with the monthly bird 
count, a citizens science project that will 
have you coming back month after 
month! 8 a.m. $3 members, $5 non

members. (210) 628-1639; 
www. mitchelllakeaudubon. org.  

Second Saturday 
Bird and Nature Walk -Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center, Athens.  

Expect to see 25 or more different 

species as we explore our Interpretive 
Wetland Trail and other areas of the 

hatchery. Bring binoculars and field 

guide if you have them (not required).  
9 to ii a.m. Adults $5.50, senior citi

zens $4.50, and $3.50 for children ages 

4 through 12. (903) 676-2277; 
www.tpwd. state .tx.us/tffc.  

Every Saturday and Sunday 
in April (except Easter Sunday) 

Blucher Birdwalks - Blucher 
Park, Corpus Christi. Participants will 

go bird watching at Blucher Park and the 
expansive lawn behind the Nature 
Conservancy House across the street.  

Guides will accompany participants 
through the park and assist in bird iden

tification as needed. 7:30 a.m. Free.  

(361) 443-0744; www.ccbirding.org.  

AUGUST 2011-MAY 2012 
August 
Laguna Madre Kayak Tours 
Los Fresnos. Explore the bay ecosystem 

by kayak. Catch a glimpse of dolphins, 

sea turtles and a variety of birds while 
learning basic kayak skills. Contact the 
refuge for reservations. Entry fee of $3 

per vehicle plus $30 per-person pro

gram fee. (956) 748-3607; 
www. friendsofsouthtexasrefuges. org.  

Aug. 5-7 
Bird Rookery and Wetlands 
Photography Tour - Fennessey 
Ranch, Refugio. Work with pro photog

rapher and degreed biologist Todd 

Steele to capture images of large bird 

nesting rookeries and surrounding wet

lands. Dawn and dusk. $250 for half

day; group discounts available. (361) 

529-66oo; www.fennesseyranch.com.

Aug. 20 
Summer Symposium - Glen 
Rose. Naturalist Keith Kridler will speak 

and other presentations will include 
information about nestbox installation, 
gardening to attract bluebirds, sparrow 

control for bluebirds, success with 

NestWatch and nestbox housekeeping. 9 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Advance registration 

ends Aug. 6. $12 per person, includes 

fajita buffet. On-site registration is $6, 
does not include buffet. (254) 968
6663; www2.texasbluebirdsociety.org.  

Sept. 10 and 17 
Xtreme Hummingbird 
Xtravaganza -Lake Jackson. Join 
us to see hummingbirds being banded, 

adopt a hummingbird, browse the 
Nature Store, walk the nature trails or 

buy a plant to attract hummingbirds and 

butterflies. 8 a.m. to noon. Free. (979) 

480-0999; www.gcbo.org.  

Sept. 15-18 
Hummer/Bird Celebration 
Rockport. Multiple speakers and pro
grams, outdoor exhibits, a banding site, 
nature-related vendor booths, Hummer 

Home visits, birding boat excursions, 

guided field trips and much more high
light this annual festival along the cen

tral Texas coast. Cost varies. www.rock

porthummingbird. com; 

(361) 729-6445.  

Sept. 16-18 
Hummingbird Photography 
Tour - Fennessey Ranch, Refugio.  
Work with pro photographer and 

degreed biologist Todd Steele to capture 
images of hummingbirds during the 

peak fall migration. High-speed flash 

rental available. Dawn and dusk. Cost 

varies. Group discounts available. (361) 

529-6600; www.fennesseyranch.com.  

Sept. 17 and Nov. 5 
Kids Birding 101 - Mitchell Lake 
Audubon Society, San Antonio. Great 

program for kids to learn about bird 

identification and habitat. Learn how to 

use binoculars and take a hike to see 

which birds we can identify! 9 to 11 a.m.  
Free. www.mitchelllakeaudubon.org; 
(210) 628-1639.  

Sept. 17 
Kleb Woods Hummingbird 
Festival -Tomball. This event 

celebrates the peak migration of 
hummingbirds. Activities include 

presentations and children's activities
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about hummingbirds, bird watching, 

capturing and banding hummingbirds.  
Free. (281) 357-5324; wwwpct3.hctx.  
net/parks/klebwoodsnaturepres. aspx.  

Sept. 23 
Hawk Watch - Fennessey Ranch, 
Refugio. Witness the spectacular sight of 
thousands of hawks lifting off for migra
tion on a private coastal ranch. 7:30 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m. $74 per person.  

(361) 529-6600; 
www.fennesseyranch. com.  

Oct. 8, 15 and 22 
Rose Festival Birding 
Weekends -Tyler State Park, Tyler.  
Go bird watching in the park in the 
morning for early fall migrants, and in 

the afternoon learn about the amazing 

woodpeckers of the region. $5 per per
son older than age 12. (903) 597-5338; 
www.tpwd. state .tx.us/tyler.  

Oct. 9 
Big Sit at Wild Bird Rescue 
Wichita Falls. Join us behind Wild Bird 
Rescue Inc. to bird watch at the edge of 
Lake Wichita. 7:30 a.m. to noon.  

Free. (94o)-691-o828; 
www.wildbirdrescueinc.org.  

Oct. 22 
2011 Fall Festival -Mitchell Lake 
Audubon Center, San Antonio. The 
annual Fall Festival will include a plant 
sale, hayrides, raptor show, birdhouse 
building, reptile exhibit, butterfly walks 
and more. Fun for the whole family! 
Free. www.mitchelllakeaudubon.org; 

(210) 628-1639.  

Nov. 9-13 
Rio Grande Valley Birding 
Festival - Harlingen. Speakers/lead
ers Kenn Kaufman, Jon Dunn, Kevin 

Pollak (The Big Year) and artist Debby 
Kaspari are attending. Visit the website 
to see activities and which field trip will 
take you to that special Valley bird. Cost 
varies. (800) 531-7346; www.rgvbf.org.  

Nov. 19 
Adult Birding - Mitchell Lake 
Audubon Society, San Antonio. Learn 

all about birding. Dress for a walk and 
come out and enjoy the day! Members 
free, $5 nonmembers. (210) 628-1639; 
www. mitchelllakeaudubon .org.  
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Nov. 25 
"Walk off the Bird" Bird Walk 
- Tyler State Park, Tyler. Walk off that 
big meal and avoid the crowded shop
ping malls with a peaceful day of birding 
in the pineywoods of the park. 8 a.m. or 
join during the day. $5 per person older 

than age 12. (903) 597-5338; 
www.tpwd. state. tx. us/tyler.  

Dec. 14-Jan. 5 
Christmas Bird Count - Resaca 
de la Palma State Park, Brownsville.  
Help collect data in the longest-running 
national wildlife census to assess the 
health of bird populations and to help 
guide conservation action. $5 per per
son. www.theworldbirdingcenter.com/ 

Resaca.html; (956) 350-2920.  

Dec. 17 
Wichita County Christmas 
Bird Count -Wichita Falls. Local 
birders will participate in the annual 
Audubon Christmas Bird Count.  
Sunrise to sunset. $5 per person.  

(940) 723-4174; wichitaaudubon.org.  

Jan. 28 
Eagle Fest - Emory. The festival 
includes educational displays, exhibi
tions and lectures, Native American art 

and performances, live music and 

nature tours. $I per person.  

(800) 561-1182; www.eaglefest.org.  

February 
Sparrow Fest - Lago Vista. This 
workshop will focus on field identifica
tion of the 20-plus species of native 

sparrows that occur regularly each year 

in Central Texas. Cost varies. (512) 

339-9432; www.friendsofbalcones.org.  

Feb. 17-20 
2nd Annual Great Backyard 
Bird Count - Lake Livingston State 

Park, Livingston. Local birders will be 
on hand to help with identification.  
Birders of all skill levels are welcome.  

Free. (936) 327-4929; 
www.polkchamber. com.  

Feb. 23-26 
16th Annual Whooping Crane 
Festival - Port Aransas. Activities and 
events include lectures and workshops by 
world-renowned experts in ornithology 
and wildlife, guided boat trips and bus 
tours, as well as a nature-related trade 
show. Cost varies. (361) 749-5919 or 
(800) 452-6278; www.whoopingcrane
festival.org.  
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April 14 
Bluebird Festival -Wills Point.  
Wills Point celebrates its birds with edu
cational and entertaining programs.  
Driving tours afford festival attendees 
access to hundreds of bluebirds and 
nesting boxes lining the roads into town.  
Arts and crafts, games and educational 
booths are set up throughout the brick
lined streets of downtown. (903) 873

- 3111; www.willspointbluebird.com.  

-_ April 14-15 
Attwater's Prairie Chicken 
Festival - Attwater Prairie Chicken 
National Wildlife Refuge, Eagle Lake.  

March 3 Experience the courtship dance of the 

Nature Fest -Houston. This event critically endangered Attwater's prairie

is ideal for visitors of all ages and high- chicken and develop a greater apprecia

lights local nature-related topics, guided tion for coastal prairie habitat and its 

tours, lectures, pontoon boat tours, wildlife through the many different 

crafts and a variety of exhibitors. tours offered. 7 a.m. to I p.m.  

Free. (281) 446-8588; Free. www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/ 
www.hcp4.net/jones. texas/attwater. (979) 234-3021.  

Mid-April April 14-22 
18th Annual Migration Great Texas Birding Classic 
Celebration - Lake Jackson. This Texas Coast. This friendly but serious 

event has booths, exciting speakers and birding for conservation tournament is 

birding field trips. Haven to more than held each year to coincide with the spec

350 species of birds, the area's diverse tacular spring migration. To date, 

habitats include coastal prairie, hard- $736,500 has been contributed to direct 

wood forests and southern bayous. Free. habitat conservation through this event.  

www.migrationcelebration.org; (866) Registration fees vary. (979) 480-0999; 

403-5829. www.birdingclassic.org.  

April 12-15 April 14 and 28 
Galveston FeatherFest - Spring Migration Tour 
Galveston Island. See 200-plus bird Fennessey Ranch, Refugio. Tally up 
species during early spring migration in more than 100 species while birding on 

world-renowned upper Texas coast bird- a private coastal ranch. 7:30 a.m. to 

ing hot spots like Bolivar Flats and High 2:30 p.m. $74 per person. (361) 529
Island. Experts lead nature and photo 

adventures by bus, boat or kayak to 

beach, bay, marsh, costal prairie and 
wood motte habitats. Cost varies.  

www.galvestonfeatherfest.com; 

(832) 459-5533.  

j

6600; www.fennesseyranch.com.  

April 21 
Migratory Songbird and 
Wildlife Photo Tour - Fennessey 
Ranch, Refugio. Work with pro photog
rapher and degreed biologist Todd 
Steele to capture images of migratory 
songbirds and other wildlife. Dawn and 
dusk. Cost varies. Group discounts 

available. (361) 529-6600; 
www. fennesseyranch.com.  

April 25-28 
Nature Quest - Concan. During 
Nature Quest you'll enjoy learning from 

experts about Texas Hill Country birds, 

bats, butterflies, insects, natural history, 
native plants, invasive plants and how to 

make your own backyard a wildlife habi

tat, all through field trips, workshops 
and programs. (830) 966-2320; 
www. texasnaturequest. com.  

April 27-30 
Balcones Songbird Festival 
Lago Vista. Balcones Canyonlands 
National Wildlife Refuge offers excellent 
habitat for two Texas endemic endan

gered birds - the golden-cheeked war

bler and the black-capped vireo. The 
festival includes opportunities to view 
both of these species on birding walks as 
well as butterflies, wildflowers, reptile 

exhibits and family events. Cost varies.  
www. friendsofbalcones. org; 

(512) 339-9432. *

Great egret
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ISTH IMPACT 0F THE BORDER 

ON? TEXA AN s iMALSi

By Rob McCorkl 
P otography by Earl Nottingham
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On a mild December day in the subtropical Rio Grande 
Valley, I'm following wildlife biologist Steve Benn along U.S.  
Highway 281 southeast of Weslaco toward the Hidalgo-Cameron 
County line. Winter crops like cabbage and onions poke from 
fecund Rio Grande delta soil along the narrow blacktop that 
heads south toward the river. An ink-black indigo snake - one 
of the Valley's rare species - slithers across the road.  

Pulling up behind Benn's Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department truck just north of the levee next to a large gap in 

the border wall, which rises 18 feet from the dirt, I spot two 
bobcats about 30 yards away on a bulldozed road that parallels 
the wall. Cut off to the south by the concrete and steel wall, 
the cats cast a furtive glance my way before wheeling and dash
ing north into the thin line of brush adjacent to the bare sugar 

cane fields just beyond. Had we not been parked next to the 
gap in this segment of the border wall on TPWD property, 
where federal government contractors will eventually install a 

gate, the cats might have slipped through and headed south 
toward the Rio Grande.  

Though I'd read about the fence and seen photos, seeing the 
border wall with my own eyes bordered on the surreal. Broken 

segments of the 18-foot-tall, picket-like steel fencing zigzag 
across the tabletop-flat South Texas landscape, often beginning 

and ending in the middle of a field, visible at times from the 

highway, while at other times hidden beyond a distant tree line.  
While news coverage in the past few years has focused on the 

wall's human-related purpose and impacts, little has been com

municated about what effects the border fence might have on 

wildlife, land management practices and ecotourism in one of 

the state's most impoverished regions.  

* * * 

The imposing fence inside the Anacua Unit of the Las Palomas 
Wildlife Management Area represents but one small part of Texas' 
110 miles of the 670 miles of congressionally mandated Southwest 
border fence hopscotching across the almost 2,000 miles of bor

der from San Diego to Brownsville to deter drug smuggling and

U

illegal crossings from Mexico into the United States.  
In the lower Rio Grande Valley, all but a few of the 22 seg

ments of the called-for 70 miles of pedestrian fencing (as 
opposed to vehicle fencing) already have been built under the 
direction of U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Most of the 
shorter segments measure about a mile in length and were erect
ed adjacent to international bridges or at traditionally heavily 

trafficked border crossings.  
The half-mile-long Anacua Unit segment sits in the middle of 

2.52 acres purchased by the federal government under condem
nation proceedings initiated by the Department of Homeland 

Security under authority of the Secure Fence Act. The Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Commission opposed the land seizure, 
expressing concern that it would negatively affect wildlife habitat 
conservation efforts begun some 4o years ago in one of North 

America's most important ecological regions, where nature 

tourism produces a $125 million-a-year economic impact. But 
federal authorities got the property and installed bollard-type 
fencing on a 60-foot-wide strip of land in the heart of the unit.  

"When finished, and the gate's put in, bobcats and many 
other terrestrial wildlife won't be able to get through this fence 

here," explains Benn, project leader for the 3,300-acre Las 
Palomas WMA, originally purchased by TPWD for white-winged 
dove nesting habitat with federal excise taxes on hunting equip

ment and white-winged dove stamp sales. The Anacua Unit is 

one of 18 units that make up the WMA, and three of them are 
adversely affected by the wall. "There's only a 4-inch gap 
between the steel bars, and with the bars set into a 9-foot-deep 
concrete trench, animals won't be able to burrow under it." 

The wildlife biologist worries that the border fence will only 
compound the Valley's ongoing habitat fragmentation. He says 
the wall complicates the area's wildlife management efforts and 
threatens indigenous rare species such as the ocelot, Texas tor
toise, indigo snake and Texas horned lizard. Benn wonders, too, 
where animals trapped north of the wall, away from the river, 
will find drinking water.  

Ironically, the wall has gone up in an area where TPWD, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and an army of conservation 
organizations have spent more than $150 million and several 
decades acquiring acreage and restoring native habitat in the 
Valley, where 95 percent of the Tamaulipan thornscrub and 
riparian woodlands has been eradicated. The result is a sprawl

ing checkerboard of almost 200,000 acres under conservation 

protection in the Rio Grande delta, a government-protected 

wildlife corridor that facilitates animal migration and supports 
plant and animal diversity.  

Conservationists fear the border wall will reverse much of that 

progress and hasten the demise of species such as the endan
gered ocelot, whose breeding U.S. population - confined to 
South Texas ranchland and the Laguna Atascosa National 

Wildlife Refuge -has dropped below 100.  

* * * 

In the field of wildlife biology, empirical evidence rules. But 
trying to discern just what kind of impact the still-unfinished 
border wall is having on wildlife proves to be a less-than-exact 
science. USFWS and TPWD biologists in 2008 struggled to 
establish baseline data before fence installation.  

Biologists trapped and collared bobcats in several areas, 

including the Anacua tract, so they could track their movements
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as the wall went up. At TPWD's Champion Unit in Hidalgo 

County, managed by the USFWS, biologists did a series of 

three-minute bird counts before fence construction began to 

see how bird populations might be affected by any habitat 

destruction, as well as the noise associated with building the 

fence and future U.S. Border Patrol operations. Although birds 

can fly over any barrier, conservationists note that destruction of 

riparian habitat for wall construction means many bird species 

would have less habitat in which to survive.  

Much of the Valley's wildlife exists in the USFWS South Texas 

Refuge Complex. The Santa Ana, Laguna Atascosa and Lower 

Rio Grande Valley national wildlife refuges include 100 tracts 

totaling i80,ooo acres. Biologists and volunteers sampled 

wildlife and bird populations along wall segments being built 

inside the complex.  

USFWS wildlife biologist Mitch Sternberg coordinates biolog

ical programs for the refuge complex. He oversaw pre- and 

post-construction wildlife track surveys conducted along roads at 

the base of four sections of the fence in Cameron County south 

and east of Brownsville in the Sabal Palm Audubon Sanctuary, 
the Southmost Preserve and Boscaje de la Palma.  

Biologists found numerous animal tracks from coyotes, 

lizards, snakes and raccoons skirting the end of the fence seg

ments, which typically abut roads used to access the river levee.  

In addition, biologists found that the wildlife crossings (8-by

li-inch "cat holes") were being frequented primarily by rac

coons. While the more than 300 passages incorporated into 

the various Valley fence segments at the request of USFWS can 

accommodate smaller terrestrial creatures, they are too small 

to allow passage of larger animals, such as coyotes, bobcats 

or tortoises.  

n the summer of 2009, Sternberg conducted bobcat 

tracking surveys at several future fence construction sites.  

He set up infrared cameras near several wildlife corridors 

along natural drainages. Sternberg followed the move

ments of a bobcat mating pair and their kitten as con

struction got under way. When an adult female came into 

their territory, the bobcat pair killed her.  

"In December, I saw both the male and female dead by 

Highway 281," Stern recalls. "Their territory had been 

squeezed down to 400 square yards of agricultural fields and 

brush near the wall and highway. They were likely searching for 

more territory. There are 600 acres of brush south of the wall, 

but it was a mile to the gate opening and they didn't find it." 

In Arizona, the border fence has been in place long enough 

for conservation scientists and others to track some of the con

sequences caused by fragmented habitat for specific wildlife 

populations. Aaron Flesch, senior research specialist with the 

University of Arizona's School of Natural Resources and the 

Environment, documented some of the effects of habitat con

nectivity issues on desert bighorn sheep and ferruginous pygmy 

owls in an article published in Conservation Biology.  

Of the diminutive owls that tend to fly only a few feet off the 

ground, Flesch wrote: "They tend to avoid large vegetation 

openings. And when they encounter large vegetation openings 

greater than 200 meters, they tend to turn around." He con

cluded that large vegetation gaps coupled with tall fences "could 

limit trans-boundary movements" of the owls.  

Flesch's team also concluded that the "disruption of trans

boundary movement corridors by impermeable fencing would 

isolate some populations [of female bighorn sheep] on the

Arizona side," likely having a negative effect on the overall popu

lation living in the resulting fragmented Arizona habitat.  
Flesch and his team suggested additional funding was needed 

to support research among governmental agencies, universities 

and other organizations to find the best ways to balance border 

security and the needs of wildlife species.  
To that end, a team of University of Arizona researchers 

working with the U.S. Geological Survey in 2010 developed a 

protocol for monitoring the border wall's potential effects on 

wildlife to help identify locations that need to have mitigation 

actions. It has been submitted to the U.S. Department of the 

Interior and the Department of Homeland Security and is still 

under review.  

"What we've got now is anecdotal information and studies that 

look at one species or one section, but we really need a compre

hensive analysis of the impacts over a large stretch of the area," 

says Laura Lopez-Hoffman, assistant professor of the universi

ty's School of Natural Resources.  

Nancy Brown, public outreach specialist for the South Texas 

Refuge Complex, estimates the border wall has affected 60 to 75 
percent of the complex's land. Three-quarters of the federally 

owned acreage fronts the Rio Grande, which snakes for 275 

miles through the Valley. In her Santa Ana NWR office is a map 

of the green swath of the river corridor marked with red squig

HidaIg 
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gles that look like tiny worms, denoting the proposed segments 
of the wall to be built between Brownsville and Lake Falcon.  

In Hidalgo County, contractors built roughly 20 miles of 
concrete wall - not along the river, but atop the meandering 

earthen levees that protect the southern part of 

the county from floodwaters. Here, no wildlife 
passages exist at the wall's base. "Th 

The opposite end of the county is home to the exem 
Valley Nature Center. Overseeing the center's environi 
operations in the heart of Weslaco is Martin 

Hagne, who moved to the Rio Grande Valley in so there 

1979 and serves on the board of the Friends of any ass 
Santa Ana NWR. the envi 

While the wall's present impact on the Valley 
ecology and wildlife is just now becoming known, i 
at least anecdotally, Hagne frets over the long- WhO S 

term effects of closing off wildlife corridors in so for 
many different places, where the river sometimes 

takes wicked twists and turns.  

Although the Valley Nature Center is far enough inland not 
to be impacted, the wall has affected operations at two of 

Cameron County's most significant nature preserves border

ing the Rio Grande.  
Uncertainties surrounding the wall's construction and access
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issues forced Audubon in May 2009 to close its Sabal Palm 
sanctuary, home to the nation's last substantial stand of the sub

tropical sabal palm. The 527-acre nature preserve did reopen in 
January 2011 when a private group, the Gorgas Science 

Foundation of Brownsville, stepped forward to 

help fund and run the refuge.  
nce is A few miles downriver lies the 1,034-acre 

from Southmost Preserve, another major native sabal 

ntal laws, palm sanctuary as well as a native plant nursery, 
, b n organic citrus operation and critical native wildlife 

ni t been habitat for rare snakes, cats and other critters. The 
ment of Nature Conservancy has filed suit contesting U.S.  

mental condemnation and seizure of eight acres that today 

Ot. hosts a 6,ooo-foot-long, 60-foot-wide strip of 
land bisected by the border fence. Its location cuts 

uld pay off the northernmost part of the preserve, isolat

t?" ing 900 acres between the wall and Rio Grande in 
what critics call a "no man's land." Preserve opera

tors find themselves grappling with myriad land 
management challenges.  

"My concern now is how do we manage the property, operate 
the nursery where we're growing 80,ooo seedlings under con
tract with the USFWS and keep the wetlands and resacas 

pumped full of water," says John Herron, the Nature

Edinburg 

I Io McIe aa + 

s 6Aa~op + 

Natur Conservancy's 

Auuo Sanctuary

18 de
'il~

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 43

m 

G 

z 

0
- - --- Maryn We



Conservancy's director of conservation.  

Herron says many people don't realize that the fence doesn't 

follow the river, that huge gaps exist between fence sections 

and that hundreds of acres end up stranded between the wall

and river.  

"The fence is exempted from environmental 

laws, so there hasn't been any assessment of the 

environmental impact," Herron says. "Who 

should pay for that? The USFWS hasn't been 
given any money for that, nor have we. Here we 

are three years into it and there are lots of areas 

with no clarity." 

Fifth-generation South Texan Max Pons, who 

manages the preserve and lives on the property, 

hopes the wall's presence doesn't threaten the 

preserve's wildlife that thrives amid the native 

Tamaulipan thornscrub and ancient stands of 

Sabal mexicana. The native palms once forested 

much of the Rio Grande Valley, but are now 
found only in deep South Texas and northern

replanting at Southmost Preserve, Sabal Palm Audubon 

Sanctuary and Bosque de la Palma NWR.  
Some representatives of the Valley's lucrative nature tourism 

industry, a business fueled by world-class birding that draws 

enthusiasts hoping to add such local specialty birds as the

"Clearing the 
narrow strip of 

riparian forest 

on the banks 

would be an 

ecological 

disaster."

green jay and chachalaca to their life lists, worry 

about the wall's impact on local economies.  

Nancy Millar, director of the McAllen 

Convention and Visitors Bureau, says news of 

the border wall has already resulted in one 
British birding company canceling future tours 

to the area. And, she says she gets plenty of 

questions about the impact of the fence when 

she attends travel shows in the U.S. and abroad.  

For Keith Hackland, president of the Friends 

of the Wildlife Corridor and owner of the Alamo 

Inn and Outdoor Store in Alamo, concerns 

remain about what impact the border wall will 

have on prime birding spots in riparian forests 

farther upriver.

Mexico. Each palm, which can grow up to 4o feet tall, creates 

a micro-habitat of its own.  
"You can have a population of southern yellow bats living 

under its leaves," Pons explains, "and turkeys and other birds 

nesting and roosting. Invertebrates collect in leaf litter at the 

base, which attracts lizards and snakes such as the endangered 

indigo. Wood rats live in the trees and hop from one tree to 

the other." 

Pons credits the federal government, however, with working 

with him and other conservation agencies to try to mitigate 

some of the wall's impact on wildlife. On a drive along a 

recently installed wall segment, he gets out to show me a 

hard-to-spot, notebook-paper-size opening that has been cut 

out at the bottom of the steel fencing to allow snakes and 

other small critters to pass through. In another concession to 

conservation organizations, he says federal contractors dug up 

several hundred sabal palms in the fence right-of-way for

"The greatest fear I have is for the part of the wall being 

built from Rio Grande City to Falcon Dam in Starr County," 

Hackland says, "because the plan is to place it along the river.  

Clearing the narrow strip of riparian forest on the banks 

would be an ecological disaster, eliminating the red-billed 

pigeon, Audubon's oriole, Muscovy duck and all of the rare 

nesting birds." 
He contends that such habitat destruction in such an 

ecologically rich region blessed with more than 50o bird and 

300 butterfly species will have a huge impact on wildlife, 

conservation efforts and the economy.  

"If nature tourists lose confidence in this area and can't access 

the river forest," Hackland says during my visit to his inn, "I'll 

be looking for new use for this building. They are the ones 

who pay the bills and help make this enterprise work." * 

For additional photos of the Texas-Mexico border fence, go to 
www.tpwmagazine.com.

Birders af theSnta Ana National 
Wildlife Refuge cross through the con
struction zone of the new border fence 
that will run through the property.
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Can you imagine living in a cave? With little or no light, it 
wouldn't be much fun, right? But many insects, fish and other 
kinds of animals do. Individually, each cave species has adapt
ed to darkness in its own special way. Together, they form 
underground communities, where they depend on each other in 
order to survive. Even though most of them live in near-dark
ness or pitch black, they all ultimately require sunlight. Why? 
Because without sunlight, plant life wouldn't grow, die and 
then get washed into caves as nutrients for cave species. Want 
to see? Let's go underground and explore life in the dark....
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Similar to above-ground 
environment with sun
light and green plants.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT HOW WE LIVE 
ABOVE GROUND AFFECTS FRAGILE LIFE 
IN UNDERGROUND CAVES? 
For instance, vehicle oil 
and lawn fertilizers 
that wash 
into caves 
harm cave 
species, -\ I 
many of 
which are 
endan
gered or threat
ened. What 
can you do to 
help protect 
cave life? Andy 
Glusenkamp of TPWD 
says: "Conserve 
water and reduce or 
eliminate dangerous 
chemicals from your 
house. Encourage oth
ers to remember that 
we share this place with other organisms. Learn 
about which cave species live in your area and what 
threats they face. Most importantly, share this infor
mation with your friends and family!"

TROGLOBITES AND STYGOBITES 
have special adaptations for living in the 
dark. Some are white and lack pigment 
because they don't need to hide. Others 
are blind or have no eyes. Instead, they 
may have longer antennae or longer legs 
so they can feel or sense food or danger 
coming. For example, the Tooth Cave 
pseudoscorpion has no eyes and extra 
long pinchers. Why? Think about your 
favorite animal the dr ' t f

how it'd look 
What adaptat 
need to survi

, n rw ap c ure o 
if it lived deep in a cave.  
ions would your animal 
ve? 

I 

meshwea 
/- , I> / ,

Q: Have you always loved caves and crawly things? 

A: As a child, I was fascinated with insects, amphibians, reptiles and other organisms 

that I found around my house. I grew up in an area without caves, but I always wanted 

to explore them. As an adult, I got my chance when I moved to Austin and began 

caving with others who enjoy adventure.  

Q: What's the most important thing you've learned about cave life? 

A: Caves are like underground islands, each with its own ecosystem. Caves and the 

organisms that live in them are extremely delicate, and many cave species are only 

found in a few caves.  

Q: If I want to study cave life or work as a biologist, what should I do now? 

A: You should begin developing observation skills and ask questions about what you see around you. Cave 

biologists must be very good at gathering and sharing information, so it's important to learn good note-taking 

skills as well as language skills. Math can be a big help, too.
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No More Mr. Nice Watch 
Forget sleek and subtle, the Stauer Colossus Hybrid is one tough timepiece.

N ever underestimate your c competition. Just ask Demetrius, 
the unfortunate Greek general who set out to conquer 

Rhodes in 305 BC. He assumed that a massive force of 40,000 
men, a fleet of Aegean pirates and an arsenal of wall-smashing 
war machines would be enough to crush the tiny Greek island.  
He was wrong. The Rhodians were tougher thar he thought.  
And so is this watch. If you've always believed that the biggest, 
baddest watches had to cost big, bad money, the $79 Stauer 
Colossus Hybrid Chronograph is here to change your mind.  

A monument to toughness. The people of Rhodes were 
ready for Demetrius arnd repelled his attack. To celebrate, they 
built the Colossus of R-rodes, a 107-foot bronze and iron giant 
that towered over the harbor like a ten-story trophy. It warned 
future invaders that "Rhodes is tougher tan you think." You 
give the same message when you wear the Stauer Colossus.  

The timepiece that works twice as hard. In designing 
the Colossus Hybrid Chronograph, our instructions to the 
watchmaker were clear: build it as tough as a battleship and fill 
it full of surprises. Make it a hybrid, because it should work 
twice as hard as a regular watch. And make it look like a 
million bucks, because when you put it on, you should get 
excited about rolling up your sleeves. Mission accomplished.  

A toolbox on your wrist. I- will keep you on schedule, but 
the Colossus Hybrid is about much n-ore than time. The 
imposing case features a rotating gunmetal bezel that frames 
the silver, black and yellow face. You'll find a bat-alion of digital 
displays on the dial arranged behind a pair of luminescent 
hands and a bold yellow second hand. Powered by a precise

quartz movement, the watch is doubly accurate in analog and 
digital mode. And it's packed with plenty of handy extras 
including a bright green EL back-light for enhanced nighttime 
visibility, a tachymeter along the outer dial and a full 
complement of alarms and split-second countdown timers. The 
Colossus Hybrid secures with a folded steel bracelet that 
highlights a row of striking dark center links. It's a rugged 
watch that's more than ready for your daily grind.  

Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed. Wear the Stauer Colossus 
Hybrid for 30 days and if you are not 100% thrilled with your 
purchase, return it for a ful1 refund of your purchase price. But 
once you get a taste of more watch for less money, it's likely 
you'll be back for mo-e... and we'll be waiting.  
WATCH SPECS: -Easy-to-read analog/digital modes -Back-lighting & luminescent 
hands - Tachymeter, countdown timers & alarms - Folded stainless steel bracelet 
fits a 6 3/4"-8 /z" wrist 

A Stauer Exclusive 
Colossus Hybrid Digital/Analog Watch-$}95 
Now $79 +s&P Save $316 
Call now to take advantage ofthis limited offer.  

1-888-277-8380 
Promotional Code CHW147-01 
Please mention this code when you call.

. Stauer has a Better Business 
BBB = Bureau Rating of A+ 

S _410= Southcross Drive W., 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Dept. CHW147-O1
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Folklore makes for an odd mix of characters. You'll 
find fiddlers, photographers, cartographers and poets along 

with their jigs, portraits, surveys and sornets. You'll find ghosts 

and their g-aves, jesters and jokes, canners and tanners, huck

sters and cons, the doomed and the damned, and the lucky, of 

course, especially in love.  

Folklore is a strange and disparate culmiratton of the revolu

tionary and the traditional, together with all of its artifacts, rit

uals, stories and songs, aggregating over time to create the 

grand total of a culture and its identity. Folklore is also a hand

made thing, and its rough edges make parsing out the sum of 

its meaning an arduous task. It is culture's anecdote, residing 

alongside the factual but rarely found within it.  

Folklore is not, however, fiction. It is oral. variable and 

anonymous. divorced from its originator, passed down by word 

of mouth, and, although it adheres to patterns, -t changes over 

time. Fables and tales, arts and crafts. games and puzzles,

music, dances, superstit ons and remedies all provide material 

for the making of folklore, and, academics aside, i:s authorship 

belongs to its people.  

But keeping watch as folklore evolves, perhaps even playing 

a part in its invention, helps to make sense of it all. Texas, 

with its ever-expanding idenity. has been fortunate to host a 

gatekeeper to do just twat over the last century The Texas 

Folklore Society, having collected, preserved and shared the 

lore of Texas since 1909, is celebrating its 102nd b-rthday this 

year. WVith more than C O volumes to date, the society is 

undcubtedly the master archtvist of Lone Star folklore and, 

in essence, has crafted our understanding of rot only what it 

mears to be Texan but Texas itself.  

Musicologist John Lomax wouic be one of the first to 

acknowledge the importance of the state's folklore. Lcnrax was 

a nationally recognized folklortst for his Cowboy Songs anc Other 

Frontier Eallads, an anthology he colected of well-known :itles
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like Home on the Range. In 1909 Lomax was granted a professor

ship at Texas A&M University, and together with University of 

Texas professor Leonidas Payne they established the Texas 

Folklore Society. By 1910 they had 92 members signed up. The 

society's first official meeting, held in 1911, featured a presen

tation paper on Boll Weevil, a traditional blues song Lomax first 

collected along the Brazos River bottom in 1909.  

Boll Weevil is good example of folklore. The song laments the 

beetle infestation that devastated the cotton industry through 

the turn of the 19th century. The lyrics, however, varied with 

the artists who sang them. Charley Patton, Bessie Smith, Ma 

Rainey and Blind Willie McTell all sang and recorded ver

sions of the song, sometimes under different permutations 

of the song's original title. But Lead Belly's rendition, 
recorded in 1934 by Lomax's son Alan, a folklorist in his own 

right, is the most complete version 

and the one to achieve a lasting posi

tion in the blues canon.  

The Texas Folklore Society took a 

hiatus after 1917, but by then the work 

of gathering Texas folklore had begun 

in earnest.  

"Here are many problems of 

research that lie close at hand." 

Lomax wrote, emphasizing the 

untapped wealth of folklore in Texas, 

"not buried in musty tomes and 

incomplete records, but in vital 

human personalities." 

Leadership in archiving Texas 

folklore was taken up again in 1921 

by one of the state's literary icons, J.  
Frank Dobie. Dobie was discharged 

from the Army in 1919 and returned 

to Texas, teaching English for a year 

before taking a job as ranch manager for his uncle Jim. He 

embraced the cowboy life with heart and soul, a commitment 

that would influence the way he would guide the society for 

the next 20 years.  

"During the year I spent on Los Olmos Ranch," Dobie 

wrote, "while Santos talked, while Uncle Jim Dobie and 
other cowmen talked or stayed silent, while the coyotes sang 

their songs, and the sandhill cranes honked their lonely 
music, I seemed to be seeing a great painting of something 

I'd known all of my life. I seemed to be listening to a great 

epic of something that had been commonplace in my youth 

but now took on new meanings." 

The experience made a populist out of Dobie, and, once the 

society's reins were under his control, he coaxed the exceptional 

out of the provincial, eschewing an academic approach for one 

unburdened by analysis. Dobie believed that "folklore that is 
interesting, whether it be accompanied by footnotes or not, is 
good to print and preserve." 

WITH MORE THAN 100 VOLUMES TO DATE, 
THE SOCIETY IS UNDOUBTEDLY THE MASTER 
ARCHIVIST OF LONE STAR FOLKLORE AND, IN 
ESSENCE, HAS CRAFTED OUR UNDERSTANDING 
OF NOT ONLY WHAT IT MEANS TO BE TEXAN 
BUT TEXAS ITSELF.

,4

Dobie gathered many of today's most recognized Texas 

folktales, compiling them in the society's 1924 publication 

Legends of Texas. Among the pages were stories of buried treas

ure and lost gold mines, haunted bays and pirate ships, and 

how places got their names. The stories found in Legends of 

Texas are testimony to Dobie's keen sense of preserve-worthy 

tales. The Legend of Sam Bass and Lost 

Canyon of the Big Bend Country are just a 

few of the titles that share the pages 

of Dobie's extensive collection.  

Dobie's own contribution to the 

collecting process also makes for 

good reading, and perhaps Texas 

folklore, as well. His editorial note 

for Stampede Mesa, a ghost story from 

the cattle days in Crosby County, 

reveals Dobie's hand in ferreting out 

particularly compelling narratives.  

"Of all the legends in this vol

ume," Dobie wrote, "The Legend of 

Stampede Mesa shows most of native 

originality. Like all true legends, it 
has had a wide vogue, though I have 

never heard it in the cattle country 

-_ of the border. A few years ago a 

young man from the Panhandle, 

named Roy Ainsworth, gave me this 

abbreviated variant of it. Back in 

the days when range men paid in 

coin rather than in checks, a cer

tain cattle buyer on one of the big 

ranches of Northwest Texas is 

believed to have been murdered for 

his money and his body put away in 

a shack or dugout near the princi

pal round-up grounds of the ranch. After the murder, when

ever an outfit tried :o hold a herd of cattle on these grounds 

at night, they were sure to have a stampede. Cowboys reported 

many times having seen the murdered man's ghost wandering 

about among the cattle in the darkness and, of course, stam

peding them. Naturally, the place came to be avoided for 

night herding." 

Today, the Texas Folklore Society boasts 450 members and 

a roster of folktale-collecting contributors. The society's sec

retary/editor position, once held by Dobie and only a hand

ful of others inducing Mody Boatright, Wilson Hudson and 

F.E. Abernethy, is now occupied by Kenneth L. Untiedt, 

associate professor of English at Stephen F. Austin State 

University. The society welcomes all and counts ranchers, 

lawyers and farmers among its ranks, along with librarians 

and teachers. Society members are actively engaged in the 

state's lively festival circuit and also interact routinely with 

the state's other cu tural organizations.  

The Texas Folklore Society maintains a website 

(www.texasfolkloresociety.org) and a consistent publishing 

schedule, takingJohn Lomax's entreaty to heart and avoiding 

"musty tomes and incomplete records." Instead, the centenari

an society continues to invigorate the Texas tradition by distin

guishing our cultural identity for a new century of Texans. *
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GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST 

M A RK E T P L A C E 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 799-1045

A I C C M A II IC N S

Surrounded by wildlife and beauty, Marks Overlook Lodge 
provides a peaceful getaway overlooking the waters of 

Onion Creek. Located south of Austin in Buda, Texas, our 
Bird & Bed & Breakfast is just minutes away from the city, 
but miles away from city life. Overlook Lodge consists of 

four cabins with back porches that overlook Oion 
Creek. Birds, wildlife, fishing and canoeing.  

WE'VE GOT EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO CREATE LASTING MEMORIES 
www.marksoverlooklodge.com 512-413-9232
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RIO FRIO LODGING 
& NATURE CENTER 

Retreat to 
' the Hills for 

: - a Week or 
. Weekend of 

Relaxation & 
Adventure 

Binding, Bat Flight, rKayak & Nature Tours 
13th Annual Nature Quest 
April 25,26,27,28, 2012 

www.texasnaturequest.com 830-966-2320 
www.hillcountryadventures.com www.friolodging.com

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

F.&.

a Full Day / Half Day 
a Baffin trips 
a Cedar Bayou Trips 
p: Kayaks Shuttle Drop off / pick up 
o Kayak Rentals 

r Call (361) 463-6545 
rockportredrunner@yahoo.com 
www.rockportredrunner.com

r

K(ARANKAWA VILIAG~ 
for the goodt fe on the gul," 

r 

THE LODGE~ & CATTAILS 
The ambience is casual at The Lodge but the amenities are luxurious. Each of the eight 

rmsis tuniquely styled, featuring thc inesr organic )edding, large barhiooms and 

' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 (I0 

original artworks. Courmet coffees and flat screen televisions are found it each room and 
two outdoor living rooms with fireplaces are yours during your viit. (Jar popular 

mercantile shop, Cattails, is part of the Karankawa Village just across the boardwalk.  
Here you will find more of the finest coffees, wines, c-gas., 

gourmet foods, artwork, clothing and homewares.  

www.karankawavillage.com 4 
Phone: (979) 863-7737 

22996 Highway 60 
Matagorda, Texas 

77457
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FREE 
Info rmation! 

Circle the numbers on the card 

that correspond to advertisers 

that interest you. Then mail 

the postage-paid card.  

1. Corpus Christi, inside back cover 

800-766-BEACH (2322) 

www.VisitCorpusCh ristiTX.org 

2. El Paso CVB, pg. 13 
800-351-6024 

www.visitelpaso.com 

3. Lake Whitney, pg. 15 
www.getawaycapital. com 

4. Laredo, pg. 9 
80-361-3360 

www.visitlaredo.com 

5. LaRue Tactical, pg. 11 

512-259-1585 

www.larue. com 

6. Mucktruck, pg. 16 
877-MUCKTRUCK 

www.rmucktruckamerica. com 

7. Port Aransas, pg. 14 
80o-45-COAST 

www.portaransas. org 

8. Spincast Wildlife Feeders, 
pg. 52 
800-950-7087 

www.spincastfeeders .com 

9. Visit Big Bend, pg. 17 
www.visitbigbend. com
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- www.texasbb.org 
(Soo) 128-o368 

JMssoCiati cr
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THIS MONTH'S INNSIDER CHOICE is 
The Gruene Mansion Inn 
of the Guadalupe River 

The Gruene Mansion Inn is next door to Gruene Hall, 

the oldest dance hall in Texas. Shop, dine, float, dance 

& relax while staying at one of the premier B&Bs in ~ 

Texas.  

THE GRUENE MANSION INN 
1275 Gruene Rd.  

New Braunfels, TX 78130 

(830) 629-2641 THE i R l E Nl M AN N IN N 
www.gruenemansioninn.com NE\ B \NFELS, TX 

* Texas Ranch Life. Restored historic Texas 

homes on 1,400-acre ranch between Belville & 

Chappell H ill. Weekend rental includes bass fish

". A .d ses a ing, trail and chuckwagon rides, cutting, bird/coy

ote/raccoon hunting and cow works available.  

www.texasranchlife.com (866) TEXASRL 

use th t* Mariposa Ranch. Cabins, fireplaces, Jacuzzis 

for two, romantic dinners, "Enchanted Evening" 
packages, swimming pool. - Southern Living 

www.mariposaranch.com (877) 647-4774 

C MF R 

* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country, 
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, hot 
tub, fireplaces, golf.  
www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com 1888) 995-6100 

* The Whistler B&B. 1859 Victorian home, lov
ingly restored. Original antiques. Peaceful atmos

phere on 3 wooded acres. Gourmet breakfast.  

www.thewhistlerbnb.com (800) 404-2834 

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic 
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient 
oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquility.  
Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farmhouse, 
all with private spa therapy rooms.  

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089 

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.  
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread 

over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from town.  

www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020 

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & 
Danville Schoolhouse. 43-acre deer haven 

S' near Gruene, rivers. Getaways, reunions, wed

dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, 
Jacuzzis. Delicious breakfasts.  

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372 

* Gruene Mansion Inn. Premier romantic 
B&B, next door to Gruene Hall and overlooking 
the Guadalupe River... a little Texas Magic.  

www.GrueneMansionlnn.com (830) 629-2641 

HOOPEs' HOUSE 
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 

(800) 924-1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com 

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VtC'tORIAN HOME.  
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATHt.  

FULL IREAKFAST INCLUDED.CALL. FOR BROCHURE.  

- LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL 
- ,FOR HOLIDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, 

p BIRTHDAYS, COMPANY GFTS ETC...  

Cift Certificates 
ORDER ONLINE ON A SECURE SERVER 

WWW.TEXASBB.ORG
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EAGLE EYES' was inducted ir 
Foundation 2010 Technology 
fo-their radiation-filtering te

Ito the space
Hall o- Fame*' 

chnology.

-, __ . . rk i1,

The Test Pilot's Secret Weapon 
Eagle Eyes® Aviator sunglas.ses are quite simply the most advanced eye protection ever created.

Y ou are strapped into the cockpit of Unparalleled clarity. With their cc 
a craft so secret it doesn't even have - system, Eagle Eyes" reduces the blinding gl 

a name. NASA engineers have worked while driving or enjoying outside activ 
for years to perfect the design. Today i= - produces unparalleled visual clarity, contr 
the day. The weather is perfect. One - blocks the harsh UV radiation and dang 
million pounds of thrust will put you enhancing the colors of your environment 
face to face with the sun. Get-ing bac smudge"/no-finger-print oleophobic and w 
is up to you. coatings. The Eagle Eyes" Aviators are m 

Few have the courage to boldly face tha classic frames in history with scratch r 

unknown. Even fewer are willing to do it at tre the speed o affording maximum durability while 
sound. But for those who accept the challenge, c ear vision is no: maintaining crack and impact resistance.  
a luxury. We're proud that so many professicrals refuse to go Not available in stores. You won't 
anywhere without their Eagle Eyes® Avia t ors. And today, we'd find Eagle Eyes Aviators in boutiques or 
like to offer you the chance to see the futa.re for only $79! specialty shops (we don't do kiosks or 
The most advanced eye protection ever created. To guar. huts either). Because of the advanced tech
astronauts' eyesight while working in space. NASA's top scientists nolog5'y behind every pair of Eagle Eyes", 
first locked to nature for a solution for eye protection against the it takes months to release each pair tha 
harsh effects of solar radiation. This cu.et led them to break- meets our exacting standards. You will 
through studies revealing how eagles can simultaneously receive FREE one soft zipper case and 
distinguish their prey from their surroundings with utmost pouch & cloth with anti-fog cleaner. Plus, 
precision, while protecting their eyes from sunlight. with the Eagle Eyes® Aviators technolog 

reinwithin 30 days for a full refund of your pu They found that eagles and other birds of prey possess distinct 
light-se:isitive oil droplets in their eyes that not only protect, but Eagle Eyes® Aviators Sunglasses $ I 
enhance their vision even at great distances. Developed from Cill ;to1 tke d/ ntage ofthis limited offer 
this original NASA optic technology, eagle Eyes" now gives 8 i 
those here on earth serious sun-protection, offering 1") distinct 
pe:-fornmance levels of polarized protection and vision-enhancing Promotional Code EEA143-01 
capabilities in a single lens. Please mention this code when you call.  
Note: Eag e Eyes"' sunglasses are designed fr use ur der normal outdoor dayligT 14101 Southcross Drive WXf, 
conditions. Please note that Eagle Eyes' special polarized cpi c technology blocks a'H® Dept. EEA143-01 
out narmftJl blue and violet light and may affect lightin variances and visibility cn B4u1Iurnsville, 1Minnesota 5533 
instrument panels while flying or driving. WWW. Stauer.COm 

America Celebrates Over 50 Ye s5o f Space Techn1owgy!

rtified :riplc filtering 
are you may encou-ter 
cities. This technology 
ast and defirlion and 
erous blue li -t while 
lt. All of this with ''no
'aterproof hydrophobic 
modeled after the most 
resistant lens coatings, 
Developed from Or ginal NASA 
Optic Technology, EAGLE EYES" is 
the ONLY Singlass Lens Certified 
by the SPA'E FOUNDATION for 
UVR & Blue-Light Protection 

also 
a micro-fiber leaning 
if you are no thl-'led 

y, simply return them 
rchase price.  

Now on1' $79 

Staaer has t 
Better~ 

Business 
Bureau 
Rating 
of A+

Who Better to Know About the Best UV Eye Protection than 
America's Astronauts? 
". have worn the EA(;I( EI ES' brand fiw ycars and depend 
u 9on their superb capabilities in UV c'ye prol ction, glare 
relucton and vision-enhancement." 
- WAIrR Ct (:UNNING;HAM, APOI .10-7 AS'1RONAUt 
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With more than 100 miles of soft sand and warm Gulf waters, our pristine 

beaches have something for everyone-birds included! As it happens, birds love 

Corpus Christi as much as our visitors and make it a must-stop on their annual 

migrations. Named Americ's Birdiest City 9 years running, Corpus Christi 

welcomes birders from around the world to see local favorites like Swainson's 

Hawks, Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, Belted Kingfishers, and Green Jays 

up close in natural settings like the Hns & Pit Suter Wildlfe Ref uqe, 

azel Bazeore County Park, and lucher Park. Pack your 

beach towel and binoculars, and come add a few more 

treasures to your lifetime birding list! 

VisitCorpusChristiTX or 
07 EA
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