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Up Frot Texas Highways

A New Event for Texas Birding
T'S NO SECCE ' 'Tl~i~l 
the sport of birding attracts 

fanatical adherents willing to 

travel great distances and endure 

significant privation in the quest 

for a rare addition to their life lists.  

Sometimes, these enthusiasts co

alesce into bands and become com

petitive with their craving for avian 

sightings. Until this year, a favorite 

opportunity to indulge this com

petitive edge has been the Great 

Texas Birding Classic. The week

long Classic, founded by the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department 

16 years ago, gathered birders of 

every feather and stripe to out

wit and out-bird everyone else.  

During that week in April, 

when the most migrant birds pass
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Even though the Great Texas 8irding Classic is taking a year ot, 
birders will continue to observe the event, no doubt making more 

sketches like these to complete their accurate identifications.

through and over Texas on the flight north, participant teams traveled hundreds of miles 

(the Classic covered an area from Falcon Dam south of Laredo in Southwest Texas all the 

way to Jasper in East Texas, and from each of those spots to the coast).  

The Gulf Coast Bird Observatory in Lake Jackson (www.gcbo.org) managed the event for 

the last eight years, but now bows out of the leading role, passing the torch back to TPWD, 

where Shelly Plante, long a steward of the program, will take over its direction once more.  

"We will skip 2012 for the Birding Classic," Plante ex

plains, "and use this year to re-envision the event so we 
T TEAs 8J can make it statewide, not just coastal, in 2013. This way," 

A AM P she adds, "we'll be able to engage more people and explore 

moftad "several new opportunities to raise both money and aware

ness for birding and for conservation." 

As a motivated, but only marginally skilled birder, I joined 

a group in Port Aransas two years ago (including Joan and 

the Roger Tior yetrys n thos Scott Holt of Port A and Mikael Behrens of Austin) to take 

rial Award goes to each year's part in their version of The Big Sit. This practice demands 

winner of the Birding Classic.It that a group remain in the same spot for up to 24 hours 

now resides with the 2011 team, and document as many birds as possible. The hardier souls 

sponsored by Swarovski 0ptik. took their post at dawn on the observation deck of Port A's 

Leonabelle Turnbull Birding Center, where a boardwalk 

meanders over the brackish water for about a mile.  

I made no contribution to the group's winning list, but completely enjoyed the day, once 

watching a flock of roseate spoonbills wade along the water's edge, and another time mar

veling at a lesser grebe winding through the cane.  

Next year, Plante suggests, the event will draw birders from sites as diverse as El Paso 

to downtown Dallas. And let's hope they spot each of the more than 600 species docu

mented in Texas.  

To keep track of the Great Texas Birding Classic, visit www.tpwd.state.tx.us/gtbc.  

Charles J. Lohrmann, Editor-in-Chief 
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Food ~ ~ ~ I adWn nufao Gap 1Chefs, vintners, and other food 

enthusiasts gat-ier each April at a ranch near 
Abi ene for one of the best parties in Texas
the Buffalo Gap Wine and Food Summit.  
Text by CHARLES LOHRMANN 
Photographs by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

6 Four painted churches in Fayette 
County bear vibrant reflections of the Central 
European homelands of 19th-Century El Paso32 
Czech and German settlers. See all four 
in a day, with Schulenburg as your base.  

Text and photographs by ANDY SHARP

48 
Buffalo Gap

64 Linden 
Glen Rose 32

Georgetown 
Fredericksburg 

8,32

32 
76 Woodville 
Smithville

San Schulenburg 
Antonio 56 
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Official Museum of the Texas N 

Ranger Law Enforcement Agency 
www.texasranger.org 

Free online magazine, gift shop 
toll free: (877) 750-8631 
Open 9am-4:30pm Daily 

1-35 Exit 335B in Waco, TX

SAVE $4.00 
Bring this ad for $1.00 off 
regular adult and $0.50 off 
child admission for up to 

four people. Good on one 
visit. Good until 
December 31, 2012.  
No cash value.  

Coupon code: 
-r, . 412 -1FCG4 -1

2 3 112

It's time to load 'em up and head to Waco 

for full-on family fun. Meet Indah and Bugara, the 

new Sumatran tiger cubs, born at the award-winning 

Cameron Park Zoo. Explore the first and only recorded 

discovery of a nursery herd of Pleistocene mammoths 

at the Waco Mammoth Site and learn even more 

about these ancient creatures at the Mayborn Museum 

Complex. The kids can celebrate their favorite sports 

heroes at the Texas Sports Hall of Fame and learn 

about the legendary lawmen at the Texas Ranger Hall 

of Fame and Museum, slurping a hand-pulled soda 

from the Dr Pepper Museum in between. You're 

just a quick road trip away from these 

(and many more!) affordable 

and fun attractions. To plan 

your next family getaway visit 

www.wacocvb.com today.
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H i5h ways 
Join US! Get 12 issues chock-full 
of Texas' best getaways, events, attrac
tions, and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year subscrip
tion to Texas Highways Magazine Is just 
$19.95 ... that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 

members, and business associates 
all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 
Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 
(yours or a gift) is $19.95. Additional 
U.S. orders are just $17.95 each when 
ordered at the same time.  

To order by phone, call 

1-800-839-4997 
and ask for promo code 6203SU 

(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Central 
Sat & Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa -MasterCard 
Discover -American Express 

Or visit 

www.texashighways.com

GET TEXAS HIGHWAYS FOR YOURSELF! 

BYES! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME_________________ ___ 

Address 

City State Zip 

E-mail address 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.

Just $19.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form 
in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

6204SU

Wildflower Drives: Top Picks for 2011 
WiNAE' EKN CANYON LAKE >1,EOTOUR EAST TEXAS

GIVE TEXAS HIGHWAYS TO A FRIEND!

B Y ES ! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME 

Address 

City State Zip 

E-mail address 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO: 
RECIPIENT'S NAME _ 

Address 

City State Zip 

To include more gifts, enclose a list.

Just $19.95 for 
the first U.S.  
subscription, and 
$17.95 for eachW 
additional U.S. order! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.) 

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form in 
the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a card announcing your gift 
directly to your recipient.  

For faster service, please call 

1-800-839-4997.  
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'1 Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 

Dr Pepper and Big Bend 

I Postcards 
Garden State 

The Fredericksburg Herb 
Farm expands with lodging 

and a renovated restau

rant. Plus: Depictions of the 

American frontier in Austin, 

Charles Russell's water

colors in Fort Worth, and a 

San Antonio photo exhibit 
with a China connection.  

TH Taste 
Chew On This 
Four San Antonio restau

rants that brim with au

thentic local flavor and 

won't break your budget.  
Plus: A Food Lover's Guide

-o Houston and Killeen's in
Iriguing restaurant scene.  

Weekender 
A Stroll on the Square 

Georgetown's historic town 

square buzzes with antiques 

-hops, enticing dining options, 
and an active Art Deco the

ater. Plus: A comedy festival 

launches in Austin.  

.k; Speaking of Texas 
The Little Wizard on the Paluxy 
:olk doctor George P. Snyder 
reated everything from blind

ness to paralysis at his Glen 

Rose sanitarium.  

I TH Traveler 
A roundup of April events 

The Hill Country Film Festival 
in Fredericksburg, inspirational

speakers and musical per

formances at Houston's 

Rothko Chapel, and a bi
plane fly-in in San Marcos.  

51 TH Daytripper 
Small-town Smithville 

Goes Big Time 
Chet Garner delves into 
Smithville's railroad history, 
one resident's penchant fcr 

paper dolls, and the town's 
current fame as a movie

making capital. Barbecue 
and a visit to Buescher State 
Park round out the visit.  

I Window on Texas 
Chihuahuan Sunset 

TH Photography Editor Griff 
Smith offers a few pointers 

on capturing the quintes

sential Texas sunset.

i, 

About Our Cover 
White prickly poppies accent a field 
of bluebonnets near Palmer, in Ellis 
County. When Mother Nature cooper

ates, similar panoramas starring other 
wildflowe-s await travelers throughout 
the state. Photo Fred Hirschrnann 

Photographic 
Prints Available 
Scme images in this issue, includ ng the 
ccver, are available as prints in two dis

tinctive fo-mats. For more information, 
call toll-free 866/962-1191, or visit www.  
texashighwaysprints.co -n.
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Chappell Hill Bluebonnet Festival 122nd Brenham Maifest/Country Flavors 
April 14-15 May 4-5 

979-836-6033 979-836-3339 

VIS1rBRENHAMTXAS.COM 
Vsf w ixSc 

kFOR 
A VeNY SR' Govm], CAU 1-800-509-1752 

23rd Annual Burton Cotton Gin Festiva 
Halfway between Houston and Austin on Hwy. 290 April 20 -21 * 979-289-3378 

Pleasant Hill Winery Unity Theatre George Bush Presidential Library and Museum 
Taste, Tour, Shop -Sat.-Sun. The Fantastiks, Apr. 18-May 6 College Station, Texas 

979-830-8463 979-830-8358 979-691-4000 

Antiques & Fine Lodging Funky Art Cafe & Catering Saddlehorn Winery Downtown Art Gallery 
at the Stagecoach Inn Where good, fun food evolves On 360Acres in Burton Local Artists, Affordable 

979-830-8861 979-836-5220 979-289-3858 979 836 1622
-, -
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...but what you will remember most is the warm West Texas hospitality.  

BIG BEND is Texas' vast backyard playground. Hike, canoe, raft, ride horses, mountain bike, 

explore back country roacs or just relax and soak up spectacular National Park landscapes.  

www. visitbigbend. com

Make ALPINE the center of your attention. Nat 

nightlife and shopping, and a grand array of ho 

make this the perfect staging grounds for your 

www. visitaipinetx. com

i "

FORT DAVIS, National Historic Site, Davis Mountains 

State Park, McDonald Observatory, the Nature Center and 

a vast array of activities for all to enjoy. Over 250 rooms, 

quaint restaurants and unique shopping, equals fun for all! 

www.fortdavis.com 

ODESSA is the gateway to Big Bend and all the scenic wonders 

The Gkbeiof West Texas. Enjoy a Shakespearean play, study the history of 
' ranching and experience warm West Texas hospitality.  

www. odessacvb. com 

MARFA defies easy explanation, yet any gcogle search 

yields thousands of opinions. Marfa is touch to get to

tougher still to explain. But once you arrive, you get it.  

www.visitmarfa.com

Top Photo @ Jim Bones

MIDLAND is Your Window to the West-a great starting 

point for your trip to West Texas! The Midland International 

Airport is the closest airport to Big Band National Park.  

www.visitmidlandtexas.com 

Enjoy the restored FORT STOCKTON, Museum, 
Historic Sites, Ste. Genevieve Wines, 18-hole 

Municipal Golf Course, 17 Motels, RV Sites, 32 

Restaurants, Unique Shopping and so much more!!! 

www. tourtexas. com/fortstockton

MIDLAND 

Guadalupe Mtns 
- ^ National Park 285 ODESSA 

54 
0 20 385 

18 67 

FORT STOCKTON 
118 

FORT-DAVIS 67 
90 285 

ALPINE 385 

MARFA 
MARATHON 0 

ural beauty, unique Pr idi 
tels and guest lodging . nend anch 

West Texas adventure. 10 LAITAS ERLI GUA 
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Talk
Need a Dr? 

A great editorial comment on the lack 
of common sense exhibited by the "Goli
ath" corporate parent [Up Front, March].  
Dublin Dr Pepper was the best product 
and p.r. the Snapple Group had going for 
them. All of West Texas identifies with 
Dublin Dr Pepper and considers it to be 
an icon. Goliath may be legally right, but 
blessed with poor judgment.  

CHUCKERWIN, Abilene 

Eat, Drink, and Paddle 
Jessica Dupuy's "Toasting Big Bend" 

[TH Taste, February] sent me searching 
for pictures of our Epicurean 

Adventure raft trip down 

the Rio Grande with Texas 

River Expeditions. In 1996, 
my husband and I took the 
first Llano Estacado Winery 

Wine Tasting River Trip 

through Santa Elena Canyon. The wine 
master and chef were great hosts, and the 
tales of wild horses, coyotes, and bandits 
made the trip a grand adventure. The 
river was running low then also and our 
group had to carry the rafts around boul
ders, which gave us an even greater ap
preciation for the beauty and splendor of 
the canyon. Thanks for the wonderful re
minder of such a unique trip.  

RONICA HALL, Seabrook 

The story took me back to 1990 and 
floating down the Rio Grande at 18 feet 
above flood level with Far Flung outfitters 
on a two-day trip that included a dinner 
of Cornish hens and cheesecake, and a 
night of sleeping soundly even with 

CONTACT TH 

We want to hear from you! Send feedback and rec
ommendations to: Texas lHihways, Box 1,11009, Ausbn 
78714-1009. Email: letters05;:exaslhighway com We re
serve the right to edit items. Because we'e unable to check 
out every recommendation, and because hours vary and de
tails can change, please call abcad for more mformatiot 

PLEASE PASS THIS MAGAZINE ALONG 
PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER

t 

thunder, lightning, and two inches 
of rain, safe in our little tent. The 

sky was never so blue, nor the night 
ever so black and the stars so bright any
where else in Texas! 

CONNIE BALMOS, Castroville 

In Step with Dancehalls 
In reference to the mail you received 

about the opening photo of the Texas 
Two-Step article [January]: I remem
bered reading the article but couldn't

recall anything offensive, so I had to 
find the issue and see for myself. Well, I 
smiled and thought, "If that offends any
one, then they better not ever go to the 
beach or to a mall or even walk around 
their neighborhood!" 

And on dancehalls, I would love to see 

a [new] article about Pioneer Hall in 
Anson, home of the annual Cowboy 
Christmas Ball. Here's to Texas dancehalls 
and two-steppin'! 

DEBBIE TURNER, Pioneer

0TH READER 
RECOMMENDATION

THE ITALIAN Bistro on the square 
in Clarksville is a gem. The service and 
food are excellent, and the house-made 
rolls are almost a meal in themselves.  

My favorite is the grilled tilapia, but 
everything we've tried is delicious.  

RACHEL EDWARDS RIDDER, Canyon Lake 

The Italian Bistro is at 106 N. Walnut; 
903/427-5997 

WE W ERE geocaching northeast 
of Denton and ended up in the little

town of Aubrey. Lunchtime took us to 
Moms On Main, where we spl t a club 
sandwich and fresh-cut, hand-eattered 
onion rings. We were also trea-ed to 
out-of-this-world coconut cream pie.  
The menu includes many other deli
cious items at very reasonable p-ices.  
We have vowed to returr with family.  

TIM SWANSON, Broaddus 

Moms on Main is at 204 S. Main St.; 
940/202-4940; www.momson 
main.com.

APRIL 2012 1 texashighways.com I
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Garden State 
The Fredericksburg Herb Farm expands with lodging and a renovated restaurant Text by RAMONA FLUME

* N THE MID-19TH CENTURY,GERMAN 
farmers scattered throughout the Hill 

Country would gather their families 

on weekends and travel by wagon or 

horseback to Fredericksburg, where they 

would attend church, shop, trade goods, 

and see relatives and friends. Because the 
trip couldn't be accomplished in one Cay, 

they constructed small "Sunday causes' 
in which to stay overnight.  

8 texashighways.com I APRIL 2012

Today in Fredericksburg, there are 

hundreds of B&Bs and cottage rentals 

inspired by-some even housed inside 

of-these historic Sunday hauses. So 

when I learned tha: zhe new owners of 

the Fredericksburg Herb Farm, a four

acre property jus: fcur blocks south 

of the towns busting Main Street, 

had expanded the farm's offerings to 

include overnight Io-ging in a modern

interpretation of the Sunday Haus tradi

tion, I decided to make the short drive 

from Austin to spend the weekend.  

As soon as I pull into the parking 

lot, I spy a row of 14 one-room cottag

es, connected by 

crushed-granite After a massage, dinner, 

paths and framed and a garden stroll, stay 

by flowering jas- overnight in one of the 

mine vines like a Ierb Farm's new cottages.

6 
0 
x
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Postcards

scene from a postcard. Each has a small 

covered porch, twin rocking chairs, and 

oddly, a mailbox. I entertain the idea of 

moving in permanently. The new own

ers, Dick and Rosemary Estenson, seem 

to have thought of everything.  

"They all have their own mailbox

es?" I ask Rosemary. "Yes," she says, 

smiling. "And if the red flag is up, that 

means I've slipped in fresh fruit or crois-

sants for breakfast or other little treats." 

I soon realize that the Estensons'vision 

for the Herb Farm surpasses the simplic

ity of those historic utilitarian cabins. My 

cottage has a king-size bed, flat-screen TV, 

high-speed Internet, a cozy recliner, and a 

spacious shower. Earthytones of tranquil 

greens and rich browns run throughout 

the space, with framed images of rose

mary and basil hanging on the walls and

rwa.

VICTORIWT
Located between Houston and 

Corpus Christi, Victoria offers a 

perfect weekend getaway. Enjoy 
our many fun events and festivals.  

Victoria, Tx Independent Film Festival 
March 22-24 

Polo at McFaddin Ranch March 31 

JAM Fest featuringJason D. Williams 
April 13-14 
Historic Homes Tour April 14-15 

Theatre Victoria presents O O 
"Lend me a Tenor" April 19-28 

Downtown Rhythms April 26 
Scan this code and 

Victoria Symphony presents head to our Mobile 

"Clarajumi Kang" April 28 -Historic Homes 

Children's Discovery Museum 
-SpringFest April 28 

Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 5

VisitVictoriaTexas.com 1-800-926-5774

bay windows look- loral, vegetable, 
ing out onto lush an herb gardens cre 
floral, herbal, and ate a visual feast, 
vegetable gardens.  

And luxury isn't limited to overnight 

accommodations here at the Herb Farm.  

The Estensons have transformed the 

property-formerly a restaurant and herb 

garden opened in 1985 by Bill and Sylvia 

Each cottage has a 
small covered porch, 

twin rocking chairs, and 
oddly, a mailbox

for breakfast delivery.  

Varney-into averitable one-stop-shop of 

Hill Country comforts designed to pam

per the modern-day traveler. For not only 

is there now lodging, but also a renovated 

restaurant and bar, a spa, a gift shop, and 

gardens to enjoy.  
I follow Rosemary past a 20-year-old 

Vitex tree, a Texas native whose lilac 

flowers perfume the paths connecting 

the Herb Farm's cottages to the new

0 
0
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Postcards

spa. We pause here and there as Rose

mary pulls out weed seedlings sprouting 

amidst native and exotic flowers. Many 

of the plants here have medicinal or 

cosmetic uses, she tells me, including 

the cheery pink flowers of the peren

nial soapwort plant, which were used by 

early American pioneers to make laun

dry powder and soap.  

Eventually, we make our way to the

two-story, stone silo, which houses the 

Nature's Spa-a 5,000-square-foot fa

cility with an infrared sauna and mul

tiple treatment rooms. (Later that day, 

after enjoying an herbal hot-stone 

massage, I would sit in the sun-soaked 

lounge, lulled by swaying sagebrush 

and goldenrod as if I were in some sort 

of reverse greenhouse.) 

Next door to the spa, in an historic

rock house dating The Poet's Haus Gift 

to the 1890s, the Shop offers candles, es
Farm Haus Bistro sential oils, shampoos, 
serves up eclec- colognes,and books.  

tic French- and 

Hill Country-inspired cuisine courtesy 

of Executive Chef Asa Thornton. Thorn

ton relies on the gardens here for many of 

The Fredericksburg 
Herb Farm is a veritable 

one-stop-shop of 
Hill Country comforts 

designed to pamper the 
modern-day traveler.  

the vegetables and herbs on the bistro's 

menu, including tomatoes, leeks, mustard 

greens, hibiscus flowers, and kumquats.  

Menu items change seasonally, and might 

include such dishes as shrimp risotto, 

escargot-stuffed puff pastry with smoked

tomato butter, herb-encrusted amberjack 

with thyme-tomato coulis, or braised 

pork shank with [continued on page 14 e
6 
0 M
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Go West! 
The Blanton offers a perspective 
on Western legend and lore 

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 23, WITH 
a rollicking exhibit called Go West! 
Representations of the American Fron
tier, The Blanton Museum of Art at the 
University of Texas at Austin exam
ines the powerful role of the West in 
the collective American psyche. With
paintings, sculpture, and works on paper :y such artists as Albert 
Bierstadt, Charles Russell, Maynard Dixon, Jerry Bywaters, and 
Frederic Remington, the show spans the century between 1850
1950 and examines themes of 19th-Century Western expansion, 
Manifest Destiny, industrialization, and u-banization.  

Curator Risa Puleo explains, "I wanted to show that the idea 
of 'the West' wasn't a single concept, but rather a multifaceted 
idea that many people contributed to over time. The earliest works

- r

in the 1950s with im 

velopment, and ind 

A companion e 

opens in ate April'

Lafayette Maynard are from artists

k Dixon's Top of who lived on 
i A theRidge,oilon the east coast 

canvas,1933. and traveled to 
the west, and 

gave much of the country its first 
view of the frontier-a romantic 
vision of a wild, virginal, and untamed 
landscape. Then we have what I call 
the 'working man's West,' a vision 

epitomized by the cowboy, repre
sentations of Native Americans, 
and ranching culture. The ex
hibit's narrative arc ends 

ages of oil derricks, suburban de
ustry." * *' S.  

xhibit, The Contemporary West, 
with perspectives on the modern

road trip, gun culture, border politics, and other 
21st-Century themes. "Together," says Puleo, "these exhibits tie 
together almost two centuries of art about the American West." 

Call 512/471-7324; www.blantonmuseum.org. -LoriMoffatt

The Texas you've always dreamed of is now in the palm of your hand.  
With so much to see and do, exploring Lubbock is now conveniently at 
your fingertips. Go to VisitLubbock.org from your smartphone or tablet 
device to find the best places to eat, shop and play. Go mobile with us today!

Like Us fl 
Follow Us 0 0.69.3 

VisitLubbookorg * 800.692A035

APRIL 2012 1 texashighways.com 13



Postcards continued from page 127 

a puree of white truffles and potatoes.  

In addition to revamping the cuisine, the 

Estensons-whose other ventures in 

Fredericksburg include the Airport Din

er, Hangar Hotel, and the Fredericks

burg Brewing Company- have updated 

the historic building with such additions 

as a stylish full bar, a wine-tasting room 

for private events and parties, and floor

to-ceiling windows, which allow guests

to admire the gardens while they dine.  

And the herb gardens, found just 

behind the bistro and lovingly main

tained by a team led by head gardener 

Donna Newberry, provide more than 

edible inspiration. Amidst rows of basil, 

sage, spearmint, cilantro, parsley, and 

thyme, a tall slippery elm provides a 

bit of shade, as well as habitat for birds 

and other creatures. Newberry tells me
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that she has seen Water features at the 

zone-tailed hawks Herb Farm attract birds 

and both Western and other wildlife.  
and Eastern gold

finches flitting in and out of its branches 

in springtime. But the restaurant and spa 

are the garden's primary beneficiaries.  

"I always encourage people to plant 

herbs as close to the kitchen as they 

can, and to plant things they love to 

A two-story, stone silo 

houses the Nature's Spa
a 5,000-square-foot 

facility with an infrared 

sauna and multiple 

treatment rooms.  

eat," Newberry tells me. "My purpose is 

simple: Chef Asa tells me what he wants 

to cook and if I can grow it, I do." And 

she encourages not only patience but 

compassion, saying, "Everyone's garden 

goes through rough patches or periods 

of neglect. But if the garden has purpose, 

it will be beautiful." 
Visitors can also [continued on page 16 Q
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A Texas-China Exchange 
Seeking cultural understanding through photography 

IN OCTOBER 2011, THE CHINA PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Association held its 14th annual International Photographic Art 
Exhibition in Lishui and invited five Texas photographers-Peter 
Brown, Ansen Seale, Al Rendon, Joel Salcido, and University of 
Texas at San Antonio President Ricardo Romo-to display their 
work depicting the culture of South Texas. The collection included 
photos taken by Salcido for Texas Highways, as well as Romo's pho
tos for the Chinese magazine Popular Photography.  

But not only did the group take their interpretations of Texas to 
China, they also used their cameras to bring an insightful glimpse 
into Chinese life back to the Lone Star State. The group spent 10 days 
traveling in Wenzhou, Shanghai, Lishui, and Beijing photograph
ing people, lifestyles, and landscapes that reflect Chinese culture.  

The resulting exhibition, Texas Photographers: Descriptions of 
China, is on view at the Institute of Texan Cultures in San Antonio 
April 7 through May 27. Images range from misty landscapes, bus
tling city scenes, intimate portraits, and architectural shots; one 
particularly striking image shows a uniform-clad soldier rigidly

standing at attention while a young woman Texasphotographer 
in a yellow pop-art sweatshirt flashes two JoelSalcido helped 
fingers in a peace sign. document China 

Each of the five photographers presents rich ul tre.  
some 15 to 20 images, capturing a different 
perspective of China's juxtaposition of ancient and new traditions.  

"It was amazing how everybody had his own eye," says Arturo 
Almeida, curator for the UTSA Art Collection, which collaborated 
on the project. "The dynamic culture in China just blew us away." 

Call 210/458-4983; www.texancultures.com orwww.utsa.edu/ 
artcollection/infinitehorizon. -Claire Ronner
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Celebrate Earth Week at the GREENEST place in Texas* 
As part of Shangri La's Earth Week celebration, Eco-Fest is on educ national, 
family-friendly event designed to combine learning and fun for 
visitors of all ages. Informational booths will offer earth-friendly products, 
services and opportunities to visitors.  
I Erth Week at Shangri La is April 17-22, with daily classes and events.  
[he celebration concludes on April 22 with an annual butterfly release, 
where 1,000 native butterflies are released simultaneously 
With over 300 plant species, serene waterscapes, theme based garden 
rooms, extensive greenhouses and a Children's Garden, Shangri La has 
something for everyone. In addition, visitors can get up-close to nature 
during Outpost Tours and see nesting birds at a state-of-the-art bird blind.  
*Shangri La is the first project in Texas to earn Platinum Certification for LEED-NC and has been named one 

of the Top 10 Green Projects in the world by the American Institute of Architect
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ADD A LITTLE ZEST TO YOUR VACATION 
in Beaumont! Experience pure Texas hospitality 

mixed with a twang of Cajun swing. Enjoy the 

great outdoors, historic home tours, delicious 
cuisine, and great shopping. Start planning now, 
the discoveries in Beaumont are endless.

Scan code with sma-tphone for < 
Best deals on Hotels & Shopping 
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purchase their fa- Inside the Herb Farm's 

vorite herbal es- rustic-themed cottages, 
sentials-oils, lo- modern luxuries await.  
tions, shampoos, 

and candles made with such plants as cy

press, rose geranium, and spearmint-next 

door at the Poet's Haus gift shop. As I wan

der through the cottage shop on my last 

day, thinking of gifts I could bring to friends 

and family back in Austin, I stock up on 

aromatic bluebonnet lotion, lavender can

dles, spearmint shampoo, and eucalyptus

mint shaving gel. I remember the shopping 

done by those early German settlers and 

smile that my own Sunday-haus adventure 

has come full circle. But while I'm sure the 

wagons of the early German settlers were 

full with goods and supplies after a week

end spent in Fredericksburg, I bet their 

bags didn't smell as lovely as mine do. T 

Fredericksburg 
Herb Farm is at 
405 Whitney in Fredericks
burg. The farm opens to visitors Tue

Sun 10-4; the restaurant opens Tue-Sat 
11-2 (and Fri-Sat for dinner 6-9) and Sun 10-2.  

The spa (appointments suggested) opens 
Tue-Sat 10-5. Call 830/997-8615; www.  
fredericksburgherbfarm.com.
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Postcards

Romancing Charles Russell 
The iconic artist's watercolors come 

together at the Amon Carter Museum 

PROLIFIC WESTERN ARTIST CHARLES RUSSELL I 
(1864-1926), who created some 3,000 paint
ings, watercolors, drawings, and sculptures in his 
lifetime, receives the spotlight at the Amon 
Carter Museum of American Art in Fort Worth 
in an exhibit called Romance Maker: The Watercolors of Charles M.  
Russell, on view through May 13.  

Before dedicating himself to making art in 1893, Russell 
had spent 11 years working as a cowboy in Montana Territory, 
where he herded horses and cattle, visited Native American 
encampments, and sketched the many vivid scenes he 
encountered. "When he first started painting," says Curator Rick 
Stewart, "he was learning his material-learning what the Indians 
wore, what a horse looks like under full gallop. So his early 
works were very realistic. Later, as he grew older and his fame 
increased, he began settling on subjects to create cinematic 
images. He imagined, for example, the way a buffalo would look

a 

as a regal animal on the horizon. He Charles Russell's 
knew that it was important to present the Last Chance orfiust, 
historical detail, but he also realized that watercolor, 1900 
what made his paintings timeless was how 

they captured adventure, romance, and the nobility of his sLbjects." 
Asked in 1921 about his idealistic conception of Western life, 

Russell made no apologies, saying, "If you don't do anything but 
tell the truth in stories and paintings, it's nothing but plain history." 
Call 817/738-1933; www.cartermuseum.org. -Lori Mo fatt
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Postcards

Celebrating a Decade 
Collage at the Beeville Art Museum 

SINCE ITS ART PROGRAMS OFFICIALLY BEGAN IN 2001, 

the Beeville Art Museum-housed in a Victorian mansion built 

in 1910-has brought a sophisticated roster of contemporary and 

classical exhibits to town. "We collaborated with the Museum 

of Fine, Arts, Houston, to develop our programs," says Director 

Tracy Saucier. "And while Beeville is a small town, we want to 

present collections that might usually be associated with bigger 

cities, such as the recent African Gold exhibition loaned to us by 

the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston." 

Realizing the value of art as a teaching tool for area students, 

Saucier says she jumped at the chance to show the whimsical collage 

work of Austin artist Sarah Greene Reed, who finds inspiration 

in objects ranging from gum wrappers and feathers to wallpaper 

patterns and fabric designs. Decade, a 10-year survey of Reed's 

digital collage work, appears at the museum through April 14. The 

show encompasses more than 40 pieces, including illustrations for 

the recently published children's book Ben and Boo: Two Dogs on

IAM 

Mars with Banana Pies.  

"At first, I worked 
with analog collage, . A " 

says Reed, "so I had 

to work with the size ' r 4 
and scale of the ac

tual objects. But once 
I discovered Photo

shop, I could make a 

swizzle stick 40 inches long, or I Sarah Greene Reed's 

could make a peppermint giant. Orange andy archival print 

I could bring three-dimensional things of digital collage, 2005 

into a two-dimensional world. I find 

what I need formally from objects, but now I can play with color 

and line, pattern and volume." 

Call 361/358-8615; www.bamtexas.org. Also, see www.sarah 

greenereed.com. -Lori Moffatt

Women's Conference of East Texas...........April 12 M ay 19th 
Angelina Benefit Rodeo..............................April 25-28 EastTexasSummerfest.com 
Texas State Bass Fishing Tournament.......April 27-28 ) 

Dr. Bill Shelton's Totally Awesome 
Fishing Adventure ...................................... May 26 Robert Earl Keen 
Neches River Rendezvous ........ June 2

CONVENTION & 
VISITORS BU REAU

- Back Yard Barbeque Contest 
* Open Car Show
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An insider's taste ofSan Antonio 

Concept by VERONICA ZARAGOVIA 

Green Vegetarian Cuisine extends its 
earth-friendly philosophy beyond its 

menu to encompass recycled furniture 
and an on-site herb garden.
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WHEREVER I TRAVEL, I ENJOY DISCOVERING RESTAURANTS 
where tourists don't normally go. And in my adopted hometown of 
San Antonio, I like to explore outside the boundaries of downtown to 

find restaurants that don't stretch my budget while providing an authentic sampling 
of local flavor. Here are a few of my favorites.  

The Friendly Spot 
Though only a short walk or quick trolley hcp from the 

heart of downtown, this pecan-shaded hangout on the 
northern edge of the city's historic King William District of
fers a relaxing ambiance that stands in stark contrast to the hus
tle-bustle of the tourist district. While there's cimate-ccntrolled indoor seating in 
the back, most visitors sit outside in a garden facing South Alamo Street, loung
ing in retro shellback lawn chairs beneath two mature pecan trees tw-nkling with 
tiny white lights, the 750-foot Tower of the Americas rising in the distance. Kids 
play on swings and monkey bars, well-behaved canines lounge beneath caf6 tables, 
and adults relax and converse over beers and Mexican-inspired menu items such as 
quesadillas, nachos, roasted corn, and tangy jicama salad. And on most Wednesday 
nights, patrons gather for outdoor movies on a 16-foot inflatable screen.  

"We re-imagined the old Texas ice-house tradition of the neighborhood gather
ing spot," says owner Jody Newman. "At any given time, you're likely to find hip
pies and hipsters, newborn babies and grandfathers, couples with dogs, and college 

APRIL 2012 1 texashighways.com 19
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Taste

At he Cove, a venue 
on burgers, salads, and sandwiches made frw organic and locally sourced ingredients.

students." Befitting the Friendly Spot's 

ice-house inspiration, beer is a big draw 

here: Newman's husband, Steve, oversees 

a beer menu of more than 200 bottled va

rieties and some 25 taps-many devoted 

to such Texas breweries as Rahr & Sons 

out of Fort Worth and Blanco's Real Ale.  

The Cove 
Northwest of downtown and only a few 

blocks from the main campus of San An

tonio College, The Cove coffers the seem

ingly disjointed combination of a carwash, 

coin laundry, beer garden, and restau

rant serving sustainable, organic, and 

locally sourced food. Somehow, though, 

it works: Order at the counter from an 

extensive menu of burgers, sandwiches, 

salads, and desserts, then choose between 

the indoor dining room packed with long, 

communal tables and the outside court

yard, where children cavort on slides and 

a miniature rock-climbing wall. (A ping

pong table here attracts kids of all ages.) 

On most evenings, bands perform on the 

indoor stage while customers quaff beer 

and visit around the neon-lit bar.  

Owners Lisa and Sam Asvestas opened 

The Cove in 2001, originally serving a

limited menu of hot sandwiches and ice 

cream. In 2003, though, Lisa adopted a 

motto of "Eat well, live well," after study

ing a type of Indian holistic medicine 

called Ayurveda, which teaches balance 

in life and the importance of consuming 

healing and nourishing food. Today, all 

of The Cove's meats (beef, bison, lamb, 

and chicken) come from Texas produc

ers who avoid hormones and antibiotics; 

vegetables are all organic, and oils are 

non-hydrogenated. Not that The Cove 

sacrifices flavor: Items such as chicken

poblano soup and warm beet salad with 

goat cheese might not surprise health

conscious diners, but hearty burgers like 

the Blue Bison Burger or the award-win

ning Texas Burger (piled high with re

fried beans, corn chips, grilled red onion, 

and avocado) could debunk any precon

ceived ideas of health food in an instant.  

Green Vegetarian Cuisine 
Brothers Chris and Mike Behrend prac

tically grew up in the restaurant business, 

for many years helping run the city's popu

lar Lulu's Bakery and Cafe, a place famous 

for its behemoth chicken-fried steaks 

and three-pound 1-continued on page 22 0
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Killeen is Cooking! 
Thanks to Fort Hood, interesting restaurants abound in this military town

i 

ROE 

; ;:;.

a Samoan Plate (a sampler whose winner was the smoky 
pork rib)-delivered a meaty counterbalance.  

En route back to Austin, I stopped at 
the Caribbean Delight (710 W. Rancier; 

I. 254/554-2545) for take-out. Amid 
N . r such choices as fried shark and In

dian-inspired roti, I ordered curried 
goat and jerk chicken. "How hot can you 

eat it?" the server asked. I boldly replied, 
"Hot enough to make my head sweat." And indeed, later 
that night, as my husband and I dug into the dishes, our 
scalps sweating and our tastebuds firing on all cylinders, 
we made plans for another culinary adventure in Killeen.  
After all, I had only scratched the surface.  

-Lori Moffatt
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NEXT STOP! 
Travel the Texas Independence Trail Region 
and re-live the dramatic events leading up 
to the formation of the Lone Star State.

TEXAS 
NDEPENDENCE 

TR AIL 

HAs E PROM
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ALVIN 

Nolan Ryan Center 
Alvin Convention and visitors Bureau 
"Hometown of Baseball Legend Nolan Ryan" 
jsiggers@cityhall.cityofalvin.com 
281-585-3359 1 AlvinTexas.com 
Take a walk through the legendary career of 
Nolan Ryan.  

BAY AREA HOUSTON 
Bay Area Houston Convention & visitors Bureau 
It's Better by the Bay 
Located on Galveston Bay between Houston 
and Galveston 
info@bahcvb.org 1281-474-9700 
visitBayAreaHouston.com

PRESIDIO LA BAHIA 
The Annual Goliad Massacre Reenactment 
& Fort Defiance Living History Program 
March 24-25, 2012 
PresidioLaBahia.org I 361-645-3752 

ROSENBERG 
Rosenberg Railroad Museum 
Rail Fest 2012 
Historic Downtown Rosenberg, Texas 
April 20-21, 2012 
jhoover@rosenbergRRmuseum.org 
281.633.2846 I RosenberaRRmuseum.ora

APRIL 2012 I texashighways.com 21

iNTRIGUED BY A RUMOR TH AT KILLEEN-HOME 
to Fort Hood, the largest active-duty military post in the 
U.S. Armed Services-had a thriving restaurant scene, 
I made the short trip from Austin on a recent Saturday to 
investigate. Along Rancier Avenue, one of the main arter
ies through town, pawn shops, barbershops, and military 
surplus stores do steady business alongside Korean noo
dle houses and barbecue joints serving the vibrant Korean 
population here. A Jamaican bakery tempted me, as did a 
Puerto Rican place called La Garita, but I couldn't resist the 
lure of C & H Hawaiian Grill (903 E. Rancier; 254/554-7755).  
I started with a poke salad-chunks of raw tuna marinated 
in sesame oil and soy, served in a plain Styrofoam cup.  
Simultaneously nutty and sweet, the dish set the bar high, 
and the following dishes-slow-smoked Kalua Pork and



Iaste 0 continue from page 201 

cinnamon rolls. But a few years ago, con

cerned about both the planet and their ex

panding waistlines, the duo became veg

etarians and opened Green, the city's first 

fully vegetarian and kosher eatery.  

Collard-green wraps stuffed with 

pecan hummus and assorted vegetables, 

quinoa nachos, tofu stir-fry, and vegetar

ian "neatloaf' share the menu with fried 

pickles, eggplant parmesan, and avocado 

eggs Benedict-but the Behrends' re

spect for the planet isn't limited to the 

kitchen. Reclaimed booths and tables, 

salvaged fencing materials, a recycled ice 

machine, and local art on the walls honor 

the brothers' green philosophy, as do the 

restaurant's water-collection system and 

organic vegetable garden, from which 

cooks harvest kale, spinach, broccoli, col

lards, and herbs. For dessert, don't miss the 

bakery case, where platters ofvegan cook

ies and artfully iced cupcakes (blackberry

vanilla! Lemon-ginger-agave!) tempt 

vegetarians and non-vegetarians alike.

Taco Taco 
In 1998, longtime restaurateur Helen 

Velesiotis opened Taco Taco in the up

scale neighborhood of Olmos Park, and 

since then, the line of people waiting for 

one of the eatery's 50 seats during busi

ness hours (7-2 daily) has rarely slowed.  

Velesiotis claims that 

love is the secret to her 

success. That, and a few 

secret ingredients.  

The draw? Fluffy, handmade flour tortil

las encasing fillings of fresh eggs, bacon, 

and cheese; "puffy tacos" with chicken 

and picadillo; chicken soup fragrant with 

oregano; crispy comal-fried pork chops;

crunchy chilaquiles; and dozens of other 

items that Velesiotis prepares with care.  

Taco Taco has won numerous acco

lades over the years, including kudos 

from such magazines as Bon Appdtit, 

Texas Monthly, Details, and Southern 

Living, but Velesiotis claims that love 

is the secret to her success. That, and a 

few secret ingredients. "I make my salsa 

every morning with roasted tomatoes, 

chiles de arbol, vinegar, salt, and garlic," 

she says, "but I do have two secret ingre

dients I can't tell you." 

Velesiotis makes between 2,000

3,000 flour tortillas daily, with her 

handmade corn tortillas (thick, earthy, 

and flecked with toasted bits from the 

comal) coming in a close second. For 

newcomers to Taco Taco, Velesiotis 

recommends the chilaquiles for break

fast (a scramble of eggs and corn torti

llas with a splash of salsa) or, for lunch, 

the popular "Taco Norteno," a tortilla of 

your choice filled with beef or chicken, 

jack cheese, sliced avocado, and charro 

beans, which are baked to give them 

added complexity.  
Velesiotis, who was born in Greece but 

moved to San Antonio in 1972, has trav

eled extensively in Mexico, but she in

sists San Antonio has the best tacos in 

the world. "And we have the best tacos in 

San Antonio," she adds with a chuckle.  

A Local's 
San Antonio Picks 
The Friendly Spot is at 943 S. Alamo St. Call 
210/224-2337; www.thefriendlyspot.com.  

The Cove is at 606 W. Cypress St. Call 210/ 
227-2683; www.thecove.us.  

Green Vegetarian Cuisine is at 1017 N.  
Flores St., with a second location at 10003 
NW. Military, Ste. 2115. Call 210/320-5865 
(Flores) or 210/233-1249 (N. W. Military); 
www.greensanantonio.com.  

Taco Taco is at 145 E. Hildebrand Ave. Call 
210/822-9533; www.tacotacosa.com.
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Food Lover's 
Guide to 
Houston 

In a city with a dizzying array of 
restaurants, here's your tour guide 

WITH ITS DIVERSE ARTS SCENE, 
world-class medical center, thriving en
ergy industry, and active port, the city 

of Houston also sup

ports an eclectic and 
international res

taurant scene, with 

thousands of eater

ies focusing on nearly 
every cuisine imagin

able. Turkish eggplant salad? Try Istan
bul Grille. Polish pierogi? Make tracks to 
Polonia. Upscale American cuisine in a 
1920s church? Splurge at Mark's. And 
the list goes on.  

In an effort to introduce the city's culi
nary diversity to the public at large, pub
lisher and self-professed foodie Teresa 
Byrne-Dodge founded the dining mag
azine My Table in 1994, a food-focused 
publication that has grown from a 12
page newsletter to a bimonthly, full-color 
testament to continued on next page *
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Worth in the beautiful Nor-h Texas Hill 
Country, Graham is -he perfect place to 
escape life's hustle and bustle. Discover 
new trails for hikinc, horseback riding, 
or mountain biking Shop America's 
Largest Downtown Square 

or explore Texas history 
with a walking or driving 
tour. Gaham has 
something 
for everyone! J1Ai] 
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Taste 0 ¬n inued fromn page 231

the city's good (and insatiable) taste. My 

Table's first foray into the book business, 
2008's The Ultimate Food Lover's Guide to 
Houston, has recently been expanded 

and revised to reflect the city's growing 

focus on locally sourced food, craft beer 

joints, tea shops, artisan butchers, and 

ethnic grocery stores.  

HouStons food scene 

is unique because 
of the many cultures 
that rub up against 
each other here" 

"Of course Houston has great bar

becue and Tex-Mex," says chef Randy 

Evans, who serves such dishes as wild 

boar chili and quail with jalape o
sausage dressing at his restaurant 

Haven, "but those styles represent only 

a fraction of what's available here." 

Writer and restaurateur Robb Walsh, 
who leads tours of the city's restau

rants as part of a series of Houston Cu

linary Tours, adds, "The state of fusion 

cuisine in Houston is absolutely fas

cinating. We have places where you'll 

find croissants stuffed with goat curry 

and pizza made with Indian tikka masala.  

Houston's food scene is unique because 

of the many cultures that rub up against 

each other here." 

For details about the 2011 second 
edition of The Ultimate Food Lover's Guide 

to Houston, see www.my-table.com.  
To learn about upcoming Houston Cu

linary Tours, see www.houstonculinary 

tours.com. For the skinny on Robb Walsh's 

cooking classes, tours, books (including 

his latest from Ten Speed Press, Texas 

Eats: The New Lone Star Heritage Cook
book), and to read his lively food blog, see 

www.robbwalsh.com. -Lori Moffatt
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A Stroll 
on the 

Square 
Georgetown's picturesque 

town square lies within a 
National Register Historic 

District that includes build
ings dating to the late 1800s 

Text by ANDY SHARP

The 1900 Masonic Lodge building 
(left)andthe 1889 CAD, Clamp 
buildings number among the his

toricstructureson Main Street.

D OWNTOWNS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN SPECIAL TO ME.  

When I was a kid growing up in Texarkana in the '50s and '60s, 
my parents and I went downtown on many a Friday night and 

Saturday. It was the place to be back then. We watched the latest Western at the movie 
theater, had ice cream sodas at the drug store, and bought our clothes at the department 
store on the corner. Some- mes it was fun just to peer into the shop windcws, even if we 
weren't in the market to buy anything.  

Nostalgia for such sirnp'1 pleasures led my wife, Jody, and me tco the town square in 
Georgetown, 20 miles west of our home in Taylor. Anchored by a three-story, Classi
cal Revival courthouse, the square roughly coincides with the eight-block Williamson 
County Courthouse National Register Historic District. This area boasts more than a 
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od 6h streets. Shoppers so etifes discover hard-to-find Txana pieces here.

hundred structures, most of them two

story, Victorian buildings dating from 

1870 to 1902, plus a few examples of 

Romanesque Revival, Classical Revival, 

Beaux Arts, and Art Deco styles built a 

little later. More than half of the build

ings have been restored in recent years, 

and this, along with the varied architec

tural mix, makes the square a fine back

drop for a Saturday-morning stroll.  

Parking our car in front of the court

house, we're immediately intrigued 

by the distinctive onion dome of the 

Masonic Lodge building, at the corner 

of Main and 7th streets. We later learn 

that the limestone building was built in 

1900 and that the second floor housed 

the San Gabriel Masonic Lodge for eight 

decades. The post office occupied the 

first floor until 1931; since then busi

nesses from furniture stores to restau

rants have called it home.  

Our first stop is the 1870 Shafer Sad

dlery building in the middle of the block.  

The historical marker on the front tells 

us that John H. Shafer constructed the 

building with hand-cut limestone, ran

his saddle business on the first floor, and 

lived upstairs. The oldest building on the 

square, it has housed tenants from attor

neys to a newspaper office.  

We then head north on Main to Rough 

& Ready Antiques, a longtime local coop

erative at the corner of 6th Street. Out

side, we spot a motley collection of items 

that includes a hand-push lawnmower, 

vintage bicycles-including a cool West

ern Flyer model-and several metal lawn 

chairs, still good for sitting but thirsty for 

paint. Inside, we browse the antiques, 

which include a primitive pie safe from 

East Texas built around 1860 and a wal

nut clockmaker's desk. Find of the day? 

A stash of vintage postcards depicting 

scenes from all over the world. One card 

shows workers in a Havana cigar factory 

posing among tobacco leaves. Others have 

nostalgic scenes from national parks.  

Still in treasure-hunting mode, we 

walk around the corner to Cobblestone 

Upstairs Downstairs Antiques, housed in 

a two-story structure on Austin Avenue 

that was built in 1895. Here the offer

ings include vintage wedding dresses, a

9'
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Hoosier cabinet, iron beds, and a varied 
collection of dishes-Depression glass, 
Pyrex, Fire King, and Fiestaware-along 
with McCoy, Hall, and Roseville pottery.  

As we shop, the floors creak with 
every step. "We have ghosts up there," 
vendor Debby Hertsenberg tells us, 
pointing to the second floor. "Their 
names are Leanne and Clarence." Shop 
owner Susan Ney explains that Leanne's 

One of the sites on 
Georgetown's April 21 

ghost tour, Cobblestone 

Upstairs Downstairs 
Antiques claims two 

resident ghosts.  

presence was discovered a few years 
ago by a paranormal investigator using 
a digital voice recorder. An immedi
ate playback revealed no answer to the 
ghost hunter's salutation, but when he 
transferred the audio file to a CD, a dis
tinct female voice was heard to answer, 
identifying herself as "Leanne." Other 
customers have reported sensing the 
presence of a male ghost. "About five 
years ago," says Ney, "a woman who had 
been shopping upstairs came down and 
said that a spirit named Clarence had 
told her that he 'really likes it up there."' 

It's time to treat our taste buds at 
Laurie's Too, a cheery tearoom on Main 
Street, where owners Cherry and Rod
ger Vest make everything from scratch.  
The yellow walls hold shelves lined with 
some of the teapots Cherry has collected 
through the years. We both opt for slices 
of the four cheese-herb quiche, a flavorful 
combination of jack, cheddar, Swiss, and 
ricotta cheeses in a warm, delicate crust.  
I add a bowl of creamy chicken noodle

'5.,

vi

REPRESENTATIONS 0F 
THE AMERICAN FRONTIER 

Go West! Representations of the American Frontier is organized by the Blanton Museum of Art.  

Generous funding for the exhibition is provided by the T. J. Brown and C. A. Lupton Foundation 
with additional support from Dana and Gene Powell.  

ABOVE: Frederic Remington, The Cavairy Scrap (detail), 1906, oil on canvas, 49 x 137 in., Gift of Miss Ima Hogg

The Blanton 
Museum of Art

The University of Texas at Austin I MLK at Congress 
Austin, TX 78701 1 www.blantonmuseum.org (512) 471-7324

Summer s almost here.  
Don't worry. The fun won't start without you-

4411 

From tubing for the entire family, to exhilarating 

falls, relaxed snorkeling or winding kayak trips, 
the crystal clear San Marcos River has something 

you'll love. We'd love your company.

www.toursanmarcos.com 888.200.5620 

I www.facebook.com/toursanmarcos
512.393.5930

5,...
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Weekender

soup, and Jody Cheryl Vest, co-owner of 
decides to have Laurie's Too, a bustling tea 
a tiny coconut rothe square,take 

meringue tart, astomers'orders per 

the perfect size 

for one person.  

We then head to Handcrafts Unlimited 

in the 1907 Allen and Landrum Build

ing, a short walk across the square. We 

admire the original pressed-tin ceiling as 

we explore the shop, which offers hand

made items from Raggedy Ann dolls to 

turned wooden bowls. Quilts line most 

of one wall, the largest covered with 

bright red poppies, an iconic George

town flower that abounds in late April, 

coinciding with the town's annual Red 

Poppy Festival.  
The highlight of the afternoon is a 

tour of the Williamson County Court

house, which celebrated its centen

nial last year. Docents from the Wil

liamson Museum lead free tours here 

every Friday and Saturday afternoon.

Our guide, Bob Payne, begins on the 

courthouse steps, pointing southeast 

toward Founders Park, where he says 

six men met beneath an oak tree in 

1848 to choose a location for the county

- t

seat. George Washington Glasscock Sr., 
along with his partner, Thomas Huling, 

donated 172 acres of land for the town

site, which was then named in Glass

cock's honor. The current structure is 

Georgetown's fifth courthouse.  

Payne takes us inside the three-story 

As we discuss the town's 
rich history, we stop in 

for an energy boost at 

Ciantrani Coffee Company, 
a hotspot on the square.  

building across terrazzo floors smooth 

as glass, a Lone Star marking the center 

of the rotunda. We follow him up the 

staircase to the second floor, where we 

see the venerable 26th District Court

room, a cavernous space furnished with 

the original oak jury chairs and specta

tor benches. (The current 26th District 

Courtroom was moved to the William

son County Justice Center in the early 

1990s.) "I've been to every courthouse 

in Texas," says continued on page 30 0
6 
0 
T
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Moontower 
Comedy 
and Oddity 
Festival 
Tickle your funnybone at Austin's 
newest wacky event 

AUSTIN'S PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
launches a new festival this month that 
promises to add another dimension to 
the city's weird and wonderful reputa
tion. The Moontower Comedy and Odd

F~r-, ity Festival (April 25-28) 
will feature more than 
60 comics from across 
the globe at more than 
a dozen venues across 

the city. Artists include 
well-known comics such 

as Aziz Ansari (currently on Parks and 
Recreation), Seth Meyers (head writer for 
Saturday Night Live), and Steven Wright 
(master of the deadpan one-liner), as well 
as up-and-comers, performing stand-up, 
improv, and musical comedy.  

"People are going to have a lot of laughs 
at this festival," says Jim Ritts, the Para
mount's executive director, "but they're 
also going to discover comedy genres they 
didn't even know existed." 

A companion event at the Paramount 
and Stateside theaters, the Moontower 
Film Festival offers daily showings of an 
array of films ranging from shorts by new 
talents to the classics.  

General-admission badges cost $129 
(includes admission to the Moontower 
Film Festival and access to an exclusive 
party), but you can also purchase VIP 
badges ($799) and single-show tick
ets ($10-$75). To purchase tickets, call 
the Paramount Theatre box office at 
512/474-1221 or visit www.moontower 
comedyfestival.com. To follow the blog, 
visit www.comedymoontower.com.  

-Nola McKey

toff Free:(888) 525-3287

Chisholm 
Beg 

Adva 
At

cal:(817) 645-2455 

BirthdAy Party 
I Scottish Festival & e ebratlon 

Saturday, March 31, 2012 " 
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Buddy Stewart Park 

Trail Outdoor Museum 
inning at 7:00 p.m.  
nce Tickets: $10/person 
the Door: $15/person

HOUSTON, TEX,; 

A breath of fresh air, MILLER OUTDOOR THEATRE offers 

extraordinary entertainment-right in the heart of 
Hermann Park. The best music, dance, theater, and more.  

And always free.  

For a complete calendar and show times, 

visit milleroutdoortheatre.com
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www.getawaycapital.com

WIIERE f OII g~l~S iLI7H IT CRI6 lf;.,l=. _ 

.. Enjoy Mineral Wells, Texas
Heritage, History, & Nature

Cabins 
Rental Cottages 

Full Service 
Resorts 

Luxury B&B's 
Reunion Facilities 

Corporate Retreats
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Weekender 

o continue r:m pa. Payne, "and this 
is one of the few intact period courtrooms 

in the state. And it was here, in 1923, that 

Williamson County District Attorney 

Dan Moody, who later became the Gover

nor of Texas, successfully prosecuted and 

sent to prison members of the Ku Klux 

Klan. Klan members had been brought 

Docents from the 

Williamson Museum lead 

free tours of the Classical 
Revival courthouse every 

Friday and Saturday 
afternoon.  

to trial before, but until then, they had 

never been convicted." 

As we discuss the town's rich history, 

we stop in for an energy boost at Cianfrani 

Coffee Company, a hotspot on the square.  

The building, which dates to 1912, housed 

Gold's Department Store for decades.  

Today proprietor John Cianfrani roasts 

his own beans to come up with an array 

of original coffee drinks. Cianfrani also 

serves fruit smoothies, as well as pastries 

made daily by R.C. Lumpkin, a classically 

trained chef who, along with his wife, 

Ruth, owns the Harper-Chesser Historic 

Inn, a local bed-and-breakfast.  

As the sun dips lower in the sky, we 

continue our stroll, the waning light 

painting the square with a warm, 

golden glow. For dinner, we've made a 

reservation at Wildfire, a restaurant on 

Austin Avenue. We're both in a mood 

for seafood: I order tostada-encrusted 

jumbo shrimp, served with rice, juli

enned vegetables, smoky corn pico, 
and green chile remoulade, and Jody 

opts for macademia-encrusted shrimp, 

presented with wild mushroom ri

sotto, snow peas with sweet peppers,



ouut ~ iV Ii andu i u NiO06a0 tue a 

a Revival Wilkuamson County Courthouse anchos 

the town square.  

pineapple pico, and mango cocktail 

sauce. We sample each other's entrees 

and proclaim both topnotch.  

Our evening continues next door, at the 

Palace Theatre, a lovely Art Deco theater 

that dates to 1925. Originally a movie the

ater, it's now a performing arts venue for 

local productions. We've timed our visit 

to see The Wizard of Oz, the final show 

of the 2010-2011 season. All but two of the 

theater's 295 seats are filled, a testament 

to the caliber of the productions.  

Even though Jody and I live nearby, 
we plan to make a future visit an over

nighter, perhaps staying at the late-1800s 

Harper-Chesser Historic Inn, on Col

lege Street, or maybe at the San Gabriel 

House, a stately bed-and-breakfast on 

University Avenue, just across the street 

from Southwestern University. We're 

looking forward to more relaxing explo

rations on Georgetown's square.

Georgetown 
lies on Interstate 35, about 

25 miles north of Austin. To obtain the 
brochure "A Walking Tour of Historic 
Downtown Georgetown" or other visitor 
information, call the Georgetown Convention 

& Visitors Bureau at 800/436-8696; www.  
visitgeorgetown.com.

Wn Events subject to change please ca to confin.  

6-8 - Fiddle Fest Weekend & Fiddle Contest 
20-21 - 23rd Annual Llano Crawfish Open 

21- Llano Master Gardener's Lawn & Garden Show

4-5 - Mike Blakely's 10th Annual TexAmericana Fandango t 
25-27 - Bluebell Bluegrass Classic Car Show 

1-2 - 77th Llano Open Pro Rodeo 
2 - Llano Rodeo Parade/ Great Castell Kayak Race 

30 - Llano Rock'n River Fest 
Jj 

28-29 - Llano Outdoor Expo 

3-4 - Hill Country Hammerfest 

1 - Jr. Livestock Assoc. Wild Game Dinner 

13 - Chamber of Commerce Casino Night 
1 -20 - Heritage Day/ Chuck Wagon Cook-Off 

* LIVE MUSIC * 
Llano Country Opry * Historic LanTex Theater *The Badu 

Buckhom Hall * Fuel Coffee House * Walden Plantation

WHERE TEX H STORY L 

4 B E G

LIVES & 

INS.

I

ia

~yRANBURY' 

www.granburytx.com 
800.950.2212 

Like Us 
on Facebook 

facebook.com/visitgranbury

GRANBURY WINE WALK 
APRIL 27-28, 2012 

The Wine Walk is a celebration of local and Texas wines, 
food, live music and the arts in historic downtown 
Granbury. Visit with the vintners. Meet your friends.  
Swirl, sip & stroll with us.
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2012 fests

4

FRED R. HIGHT

Text by MELISSA GASKILL 

AST YEAR, AS TEXAS 
baked and we dreamed i5 

of rain, spring wildflow

ers seemed a distant 
memory, another victim of the, 
most intense one-year drought 

since at least 1895, when state

wide records were first kept.  
Plants, as any other living 

organism, will do everything 
they can to conserve water, up 

to and including not blooming 
in dry years, according to Flo 

Oxley, director of plant conser

vation at the University of Texas Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower 
Center in Austin. In spring of 2011, which included the driest 
March ever in Texas, only drought-tolerant species such as 
Texas star and redbud thrived. Many species also compensate 
for lack of water by not producing seeds. While that could mean 
bad news for spring 2012, Oxley notes that nature maintains its 
own seed bank, and that wildflowers have evolved to withstand 
periodic drought. Seeds can go dormant, for example, or drasti
cally slow their metabolism to survive until conditions are right.  

Even well-adapted Texas seeds can wait only so long, though.  
Bluebonnets, members of the legume family, have tough seed 
coats that can last a pretty long time (even several years). The 
tiny seeds of pink evening primrose don't last nearly as long.  
When rain does come, seeds often bloom right away, which can 
throw off the typical timing of wildflower displays. And too 
much rain on ground laid bare by the drought could wash seeds 
away, especially on slopes.  

Still, given this past winter's oh-so-welcome rains, you'll likely 
see pockets of wildflowers popping up in parts of Texas. "There 
will be something out there for us to enjoy. Mother Nature never 
comes to the party in her nightgown and curlers," Oxley says.  
Wildflowers aren't gone for good, whether nature recovers on 
her own or with a little help in the form of seeding.  

But so no one will go home disappoint
,AN AV: W e ed, we've highlighted a few of the many 

. e wildflower festivals held around the state.  

ptred in sear glt ory m Whether you see many or a few blooms, 

Lorer bluebonnets stea ,ih these events offer plenty of fun and diver
primow sion. Then there's always next year.)) 

APRIL 2012 1 texashighways.com 33



W4 *ori 

A 
-r {f 41 «l sA" o> ^ , 

'h ~~ ~ ~ i ajy4  #r r r " g # C :! 

"4 ." AZ 

low J 

5' 'p A 
r-h t ' i +. .J3"4w 9 p-+f

A, t "' 4 rba " j e 4~ ' t da ' ' 1 

' 4 e t% 7 4 41- ) Ck ' W,^; t ,¬ ' l _ !w' 'y R } , " ,by A 

'« <4' 44 
-?, 

yHe 
21% o .a{ . y ,,}yA-Y, y " 

vr _ gm" d- «Y g 4 4 !f ,; "M.1 ] a, i ; 

F , ' -i- A,$' 4. A' p' . 4 xy .  

.9. 44('S 
4 

A4 

# orK 

4-4 

4*-4 

p- >i/ i' g r . ;', 5 s ' .w -.r- ts .Y-. --.-,i,



)IPITY of i

WINE AND WILDFLOWERS TRAIL 
Fredericksburg, April 13-22 

n the shade of a few enormous oaks, I'm 

relaxing on the crushed granite patio at 

Grape Creek Vineyards just outside Freder

icksburg, overlooking a Hill Country vista, 
a glass of Mosaic in my hand. This delicious, 

full-bodied red wine contains Cabernet Sauvi

gnon, Merlot, and Cabernet Franc, aged in oak 

for 18 months. Grape Creek is one of 33 wineries .,.  

scattered throughout the Texas Hill Country 

that participate in the annual Wine and Wild

flowers Trail (and one of 10 wineries on the new 

"Wine Road 290," which lies on US 290 on either 

side of Fredericksburg). The event includes one 

to three tastings at each winery on the trail, dis- c 

counts on bottles of wine (15% on three-bottle 

purchases), a rain gauge, and a packet of seeds so 

you can spread some wildflower love the follow

ing fall. Tickets are good for all 10 days.  

Grape Creek offers special pairings during * 
the event, such as a Muscat with lemon cookies.  

Tours of the vineyards and production facility and 

special barrel-tasting cellar tours are available. Many of the wineries on the 
Trail also feature live music. At William Chris Vineyards, in an historic home set 
amid rolling pastures in Hye, tasters can enjoy music while picnicking under 
the branches of a 400-year-old oak. Nearby Pedernales Cellars, where a shady 
deck overlooks broad, sunny fields of grazing Belted Galloways (black cows with 
a white stripe around their middles), has cooking demonstrations, too.  

Some wineries also offer accommodations, the better to extend your expe
rience over several days. Stay in a two-bedroom villa at Grape Creek, or con
sider one of Messina Hof Hill Country's four cozy cottages tucked into the 

trees behind the new tasting facility.  
With any luck, you'll see wildflowers on the 

btwebonnets, inrdian paintbr sh and drive between wineries, and also on the grounds 
ticked hask in tth day's st hA of some of them. And Wildseed Farms, one of 
coreopsis bloom glows beside a cols l the nation's largest working wildflower farms, 
of pink evenngg prlnrose at 'o ueler sits smack in the middle of the activity on 
Southwest Greenway ust US 290 between Hye and Fredericksburg. >

bCUaket, shown here off of 

cas 29 near Georgetown, 

is also known as firewhee,

LEFT PHOTO ( JOE LOWLERY, ABOVE PHO-TO STEVEN SCHWARTZMAN

Wine and Wildflowers Trail 
tickets cost $40/couple, 
$25/single. Purchase online 
at www.texaswinetrail.com.  
For area information, call the 
Fredericksburg Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, 830/997
6523 or 888/997-3600; www.  
visitfredericksburgtx.com.

Pedernoles ~ River o-cj

WILLIAM CHRIS 
Fredericksburg VINEYARDS 

MESINA STONEWALL 
MESSINA HOF 2 JOHNSON 
HILL COUNTRY CITY 

Hye 

GRAPE CREEK PEDERNALES 1623 
8 VINEYARDS CELLARS 

BLANCO 
0
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LINDEN WILDFLOWER TRAILS April 27-28 

inden sits just off US 59 in Cass County, between Texarkana 

and Marshall. This year's event takes place around the town's 

newly renovated, classic Greek Revival-style courthouse 

and along downtown streets, and in a new city park. It kicks 

off with a rodeo on Friday and Saturday. A 5K fun run on 

Saturday winds through downtown, followed by a parade featuring 

bands, floats, military units, lots of cowboys and cowgirls on horse

back, classic cars, and the Wildflower Trails queens, each decked 

out in an evening gown and riding in her own decorated convertible.  

Daylong events include a classic car display; flower, quilt, and art 

shows; arts and crafts and food vendors; and kids' diversions such 

as rides and magicians. A hard-fought horseshoe tournament will 

inaugurate new 'shoe facilities in the park this year.  

"It's a lot of down-home, country fun," says event director Mary 

Dowd. "Family-friendly and free.  

The nearby towns of Avinger and Hughes Springs hold events on 

this weekend as well, and the three form a nice triangle for wild

flower-spotting drives. The country roads between them usually 

have an abundance of wildflowers, and 

ABOVE AED R GT A ain Dowd is hopeful rains that came in the 

cemetery in Wiliamson tCwnty, winter did the trick for this year's blooms.  

a swallowtail btAterfy lights rn a The new city park accommodates 

Texas thistle spr wting n a field RVs, and a wide selection of hotels and 

of Engelman, daisies. ladyb ~ bed and breakfasts along US 59 are con
venient to the event. )

To 1-30 

HUGHES 
SPRINGS 

' 4 A

For Wildflower Trails 
information, go to www.  

lindenwildflowertrails.com.  
Call the Linden Economic 

Development Corporation 

at 903/756-7774; www.  
lindentexas.org.

To 
Texarkana 

Linden 5 
01

S- AVINGER 

Lake 0> JEFFERSON* 
The Pines 

To Longview o Marshall 
& 1-20 & 1-20
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Bluebonnet 
Festival, Burnet 

he state legislature 

named Burnet the 

official Bluebonnet 

Capital of Texas in 1981, and 
the town started this festival 

in 1983. This year's celebra
tion (Apr. 13-15) includes a 
5K run, Grand Parade, pet 
parade, Commemorative Air 
Force flyover, street dance, 
concert, arts and crafts, 
weiner dog races, doghouse 
race, a carnival, and food
everything from crepes and 

gyros to wurst and barbecue, 
and a Cowboy Breakfast on 
Sunday. Festival organizers 

provide a map of the best 
driving routes for wildflow
ers, and Executive Director 
Kim Winkler reports that 
the county extension agent 
predicts a good season after 
winter's rains. Go to www.  
bluebonnetfestival.org.  

-Melissa Gaskill
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FRANKLIN MOUNTAINS POPPY FEST 
El Paso, March 31 

his free, one-day fest takes place at 

the El Paso Museum of Archaeology 

on the Castner Range, a former ar

tillery range on the Franklins' eastern 

slopes. Known for cultural and geo
logic treasures and unique biology, the Franklin 

Mountains have been home for more than 12,000 

years to Native Americans, Spanish explorers, 
settlers, and adventurers. The surrounding 

Northern Chihuahuan Desert landscape sports 
lechuguilla, sotol, ocotillo, several types of yucca,; 

agave, sage, and a variety of cacti-and, in areas 
with just-right conditions, the bright yellow 
Franklin Mountains poppy. Actually called the 7 
Mexican gold poppy, this flowering plant is na
tive to these mountains, a small area near Big 
Bend National Park, and parts of southern Ari
zona and southwestern New Mexico. According 

to botanist Wynn Anderson, this poppy requires t 

coarse igneous soil from granite outcrops that 
occur only in the Castner Range area of the 
mountains. This spot also receives more rainfall 
than most of the Franklins; the poppy needs good 
late-summer rains to germinate its tiny seeds, plus 
regular winter moisture to create a spring show.  

"We did have rain in December," says Marilyn 

Guida, the museum's curator of education.  

"And four inches of snow around December 23, 
so who knows? We could get a good bloom this year." 

This year's Fest, the sixth, includes wildlife displays, exhibits, 
and demonstrations, plus nature walks along the museum's 15 
acres of trails, which have views of large poppy fields. Fest-goers 
also enjoy hands-on children's activities, music, and refresh

ments, including buffalo stew and 

LEFT: Mexican goid poppies fry bread. Representatives of area 

create a springtine scene at Native American tribes offer dis

Franklin Mountains State Pa, plays and performances, and a film

which covers 37 square mweq series on local

OrO 

Oft 

++L~ 'g' 

A \~ w 

's ts:

auditorium. There is no parking at the event, but you can take a 
zree shuttle from the El Paso Community College campus.  

Nearby Franklin Moun-ains State Park, at 37 square miles the 

argest urban park in the c ortinental 

U.S., offers camping and RV sites, hik- ABOVE ANO BELOW: Flowering 
ing trails, rock climbing, tours, birding, uxti brighten the Trans-Pecos 
and picnic sites. North Mt. Franklin landscape at Alpine's Wood
Peak, the range's high point, rises 3,000 ward Ranch and at Big Bend 
feet above El Paso to 7,192 feet.)) ARa ch State Park near Presidia.

i Ole heart of Fl Paso history shows 
PHOTO BY J. GRIFFIS SMITH in the museum 

For Poppy Fest information, contact the 
El Paso Museum of Archaeology, 915/755
4332; www.elpasotexas.gov/arch-museum. Call 
Franklin Mountains State Park, 915/566-6441; 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/franklin. El Paso Conven
tion and Visitors Bureau, 915/534-0600; www.  
visitelpaso.com.

Rio 
Grande

FRANKLIN 
MOUNTA NS 
STATE PARK 

EL PASO MUSEUM 
OF ARCHAEOLOGY.  

TRANSMOUNTAIN RL, o 

El Paso f

z 

Z

-1 V 
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March 23-April 8: Tyler Dogwood Days Driving and 
Walking Tours, Tyler State Park. Take self-guided 
drives or walks through the park's abundant blooming 
dogwoods. 903/597-5338; www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ 
spdest/'indadest/parks/tyler/.  

April 1-30: Wildflower Month, Cuero Pick up color
coded rraps at the chamber for self-guided drives; 
events include a 5K run (March 31), cycling tour, and 
photography exhibit. Call 361/275-2112; www.cuero.org.  

April 14-15: Official Bluebonnet Festival of Texas, 
Chappell Hill More than 300 booths, food, live music, 
and other attractions fill downtown Chappell Hill.  
979/836-6033; www.chappellhillmuseum.org.  

April 21-22: 61st Annual Bluebonnet Trails Festival, 
Ennis The Ennis Garden Club maps out 40 miles of 
wildflower drives; the festival also offers food, ven
dors, and small-town hospitality Call 972/878-4748; 
www.visitennis.org.  

April 28-29: Red Poppy Festival, Georgetown 
Artisans, a parade, concerts, a street dance, and tours 
celebrate red poppies that still grow wild from seeds 
a WWI soldier sent home from Europe. Go to www.  
poppy.georgetown.org. -Melissa Gaskill
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TYLER COUNTY 
DOGWOOD FESTIVAL 
Woodville, March 24-25, 30-31, April 7 T his three-weekend event 

celebrates the Flowering Dog

wood, a hardwood tree with 

showy white spring blooms 

and bright red fall fruit. On 
March 24-25, the Festival of the Arts takes 
place in the downtown arts district and at 
Heritage Village, a museum and re-created 

historic village. Exhibits, an art and quilt 
show, and period activities such as black
smithing and quilt-making fill most of Sat
urday. The next day, enjoy an old-fashioned 

Sunday lunch of chicken and dumplings, 
brisket, and fried chicken on picnic tables 

under tents, accompanied by live music.  
(Lunch tickets: $10 adults and $5 children.) 

Western Weekend on March 30-31 starts 
with Friday's trail ride through the dog

wood-bedighted roads followed by rodeo 
events that evening. Saturday includes an 
afternoon parade, a rodeo performance, and an evening dance 
to music by local country bands.  

"Everybody puts on the dog and comes to the dance," says 
Woodville city administrator Mandy Risinger. "Growing up, 
my favorite part was Western Weekend, especially the trail 
rides through the beautiful countryside." 

On April 7, the Queen's Weekend starts with a Dogwood 
Dash 5K fun run through town. Attractions include street 
vendors and arts and crafts booths, along with an antique car 
show and motorcycle exhibits. Food vendors offer festival 
fare such as funnel cakes and corn dogs, as well as a number 
of Cajun-influenced dishes such as gumbo and shrimp-on-a

stick. The Grand Parade starts mid
S I ks afternoon, and the Dogwood Queen 

tickseed, and bluebinnet, is crowned at 7:30 p.m. on a stage 
brighten Texas 71 bet covered with thousands of hand
mdcy ~tan tant made tissue dogwood and azalea 
PHOTO BY RANDALL MAXWELL flowers (residents started making

To Lufkin 

0 

For Dogwood Festival 
information, go to www.  
tylercountydogwoodfestival.org.  
Call Heritage Village, 409/283
2272 or 800/323-0389; www.  
heritage-village.org. Call the 
Tyler County Chamber of Com
merce, 409/283-2632; www. WARR 
tylercountychamber.com.
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them back in November). An historical play in an outdoor 

amphitheater follows. The play always covers the history of 
Tyler County, Risinger says. (This year's theme is the 1980s.) 
In its 69th year, the play qualifies as the longest running 
outdoor historical play in the South. The evening ends with 
a literal bang-an impressive fireworks display.  

Dogwoods usually peak the last week of March and first 
week in April, adds Risinger. The festival provides informa
tion on the best scenic driving routes in the area, and along 
with dogwoods, redbuds and azaleas also bloom.  

Woodville has bed and breakfasts, several local motels, and 
RV parks. The five-bedroom Village Street Bed and Breakfast 
is downtown, a stone's throw from the events. nl 

pe .os Lady Bi Trd Jdbhson 
dtflA (2r oemnr 

iequent contributor 
ME LISSA GASK IL 

sisnys parades, J'nne 

ftes, and live 1msic 
abnost as much as she 

A oerect sung sea.e 4iIhantos 

o u Urban landscape in Austin.  

order a print of this photograph, 
aH 80/96-1191 Or visit www.  

ERIK PRONSKE 
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Serendipity 2012! 
n May, Texas Highways celebrates National 
Wildflower Week with an exhibit of the showy 
springtime images on these pages at the Lady 

Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin. The 
Serendipity of Wildflowers 2012 will be on view in the 
center's McDermott Learning Center from May 7-13 

The Wildflower Center's annual Wildflower Days 
take place March 12-May 31 this year and include the 
Artists and Artisans Festival March 17-18, featuring 
the works of more than 20 artists and artisans on ex
hibit and for sale. Two other exhibits open that same 
weekend: A Bouquet for Mrs. J (Logan Stollenwerck's 
giant metal flowers) and Shou Ping's Paper Sculptures
both on view through May 28. This year's lineup also 
includes the Spring Plant Sale & Gardening Festival 
(April 13-15), Gardens or Tour (May 12; access to 
several private gardens and tours of the center's dis
plays), and the opening of the Mollie Steves Zachry 
Texas Arboretum on May 19. Call 512/232-0100; 
www.wildflower.org. And for details about the cen
ter's annual wildflower photo contest, go to www.  
wildflower.org/photocontest. -Jill Lawless
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No matter what the mercurial April weather, 

Food Summit draws a congenial crowd to this 

I i t ,

48 texashighways.com I APRIL 2D12



the annual Buffalo Gap Wine and 

Abilene-area outpost.  

{

Text by CHARGES LOHR ANN 
Photographs by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

Wet

wouldn't swear to the year, but 

Im relatively sure it was 2005.  

Fortunately the year doesn't 

matter, because the memory is 

timeless. The scene is the oak-and-cedar 

grove on the grounds adjacent to the Peri ni 

Panch Stelkhouse, just a short hop down 

FM 9 from the village of Buffalo Gap.  

The late-morning weather is perfect Texas 

April: blue skies, a velvety soft, cool breeze 

diluting a touch of the sun's heat. Tables 

dotting the grove are draped with white 

cloth and set with cutlery and numerous 

wine Lasses at each ABOVE :2011 Wine and Food 

setting. One long ta- Summit guest of honor Jacques 
Pepin with Summit co-host and 

ble, actually several co-founder Tom Perini.
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-te
six-footers lined up end-to-end, 

is set with even more glasses

enough to accommodate the 4 
dozen or so experts who will 

soon be holding forth therefrom.  

People take their places 

in twos and threes and talk 

quietly as they move among 

the tables. I had taken my seat 

a little ahead of the crowd 

and was pretending to review 

some notes as I daydreamed. If I'd seen angels floating overhead, it would 

not have been a surprise for me, for the scene was heavenly.  

One surprise did come in a few minutes, though. Or at least, it ambled 

toward the scene. This surprise appeared in the form of a half-dozen 

Longhorns. About 40 yards away, then 30, the massive cattle, all sporting 

lengthy horns, plodded slowly in the direction of the tables, making the 

expected grunts and groans. The scene could have been staged as part 

of a Lone Star movie set, and, in fact, the people at the tables reacted non

chalantly, as if the creatures were only props.

1 

ABOVE- Tom Perini eft; Stephan Pyles, 
with microphone; nd Richard Becker of 

Becker Vineyards, chat with the crowd of 

Sunniteers at the Buffalo Gap Wine and 

food Semmit. INSET LEFT: Stephan Pyles 

created this grilled beef with bordelaise 

for the 2011 event, INSET RIGHT: Another 

of Pyles accomplishments, a shot of 
mussel- eftsed cream soup.
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Lisa Perini, however unruffled, was not allowing the scenario to 

achieve a screenplay denouement. Moving quickly, waving a clipboard 

and noisily urging the Longhorns to change course, she convinced 

the animals to stop, switch their tails a few times, and then slowly turn 

and stroll back from whence they came.  

"They just wanted to know what was going on," Ms. Perini said to the 

onlookers, who had registered just a hint of concern.  

What the cattle missed, even if their attempted participation is now 

in the event's history, was the Buffalo Gap Wine and Food Summit, an 

annual gathering of chefs, vintners, and associated sommeliers, restau

rateurs, and enthusiasts who covey up one weekend each April to share 

stories, insights, and a hyper-developed appreciation of wine and food.  

This is not an uncommon combination, you might say, noting the 

plethora of events laying claim to similar culinary turf, and you might 

be right. Except that the Buffalo Gap event has stayed small enough 

to be collegial and comparatively low-key, even as it attracts 

a who's-who of food-world luminaries.  

ast forward from the dreamy weather of 2005 to 2011, when the 

natural forces were not so kind. Driving west of Fort Worth on 

I-20 on my way to the Summit, heavy smoke from wildfires 

blanketed the road so that traffic slowed to a crawl.  

The smoke prevented flights into Abilene and stranded Summit special 

guests Jacques Pdpin, his daughter Claudine, and longtime colleague 

Jean-Claude Szurdak in Dallas, 

so the Perinis had to fetch them in 

a Suburban. And the wind off the 

high plains brought more red 

dust to add to what was swirling 

around Buffalo Gap.  

But the show does go on. Suc

cessfully. Cavernous, chandelier

illumined tents protect Summit

goers and Lisa Perini notes that, 

while packing for the return 

trip, Claudine wrapped her red- 

dust-covered boots in plastic so she 

could show friends back home. And 

Pdpin himself marvels at the red 

clay, as he and Jean-Claude engage 

in a mock swordfight near the 

Perini Ranch fire pits, pretending

an 
i international -cast of 
tood and Wine luminaries 
and ethusiasts gather 
i u lo Gap to share 
stories, isigh ts, and 

i hyper-developed 
appreciation of wile 

and food.  

Revc hti n, a local high school baind, en
tert~aiks summit picnickers with baiss 

r os tvaa o m
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to spar with sticks of mesquite they snatched from the nearby woodpile.  

Even though he's far from his native France, Jacques Pdpin seems right 

at home in Buffalo Gap, entertaining enchanted fans wi h anecdotes and 

asking questions about Texas. This is just the sort of interaction that makes 

the Buffalo Gap event unusual, if not unique.  

"It started in 2003 with Fess Parker," Lisa explains, as we share a basket 

of fried quail drumsticks in the steakhouse she and husband Tem operate six 

nights a week, year-round. "He flew here to take us to Austin in his plane and 

started in with the idea of an event. 'But it has to be serious' he told us. Not 

a festival. No turkey legs. And no face painting." 

At this point in the conversation with Lisa Perini, I'm imagining Fess 

Parker not as the sophisticated winemaker he became la-er in life, but as

;ough the tent windows, diners 

d wine-taster can keep track 

the ranch-y buildings that 

cland ek r-illumined 
tents protect Summit
ge rs, r "c udk ss of 

weather con itions.
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Whn the weather permnts, the tent 
edes open p to let ho the breees 

da ao Giap\s e&vation makes its 
dri Aher more hke the HilP Country 

and a farmer's Market 

7JVW -

Texas hero Davy Crockett, the character Parker played in a television 

series decades ago. I don't ask the Perinis, b-it I be] leve it is safe to 

assume that Parker did not wear the coonskin cap cn the private jet 

that night as he ferried the group to Austin via jet and laid out sug

gestions for the event that would become the Euffalo Gap Wine and 

Food Summit. Since Parker's death in 2010, his family continues to 

operate its winery in California, and also conti-ues to take part in 

the Buffalo Gap Summit.  

Another founder of the Summit who remains active is Richard Becker, 

who collaborates with his wife Bunny and their frily to operate Becker 

Vineyards-just off US 290, between Stonewall and -7redericksburg.  

"Tom Perini and I are from Abilene and Fess Pay Ker is from San 

Angelo," Becker says, "so we wanted to do some thing .o cele rate an 

unlikely aspect of the culture in that part of the world.  

"We wanted to invite some lu-ninaries each year' he continues.  

"This year we have three winemakers from Italy caning, and of course 

Stephan Pyles comes to cook a fabulous meal. Arid i_'s not at all a mass 

event. I believe this year the event sold o-it in two h-ours." 

During the first morning event of the 2011 event. Becker reviews 

the mission of the Summit to the assembled wine-tasting crowd as he 

trades barbs with master sommelier and noted Texas-wine-world

figure Guy Stout. As the tasting begins, Stou- mast ers the ceremony

a

ON OU 'V AY to or from the Buffalo 

Gap Wine and Food Summit at Perini 

Ranch, stop and visit the historic vil

lage of Buffalo Gap, which takes its 

name from the seasonal migration of 

the great southern buffalo herd before 
the late 19th Century. Visit Buffalo Gap 
Historic Village and keep an eye out for 
the special events on the Old Settlers' 

Reunion Grounds. Scheduled events 

include the monthly farmer's market, 
barbecue cook-offs, and flea markets.
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RIGHTA panel of wn 
makers join the wine tasting 

to add their special nsights.  

(NSET) Tory Tr chard, 

native of Cat Springs, Texas, 

operates Trochard Vineyards 

i the Napa Valey, 

It r 

,.oks at Perini Ranch 

Mteakhouse, site of the ot talo 

1 Gap Wine and Food Sinmit, 
born down cord after cord of 

mesqoite to make the coals on 

w they grItthe steaks i 

and urges comments from the panel of assembled winemakers who hail from 

Texas, California, and France. A legion of volunteers systematically pours 

multiple flights for everyone in the entire tent. White. Rosd. Red. By noon, Stout 

is able to announce, "Well, we've tasted 15 wines before lunch and, where I 

come from, that's living right." (A quick note to the uninitiated: It is possible to 

taste 15 wines before noon and not suffer any ill effects. A t-ue tasting is just 

that. No drinking required.) 

Because the dusty, windy conditions of Friday give way to a sunny, mild Sat

urday, the morning's tasting is followed by a picnic on the grounds, with Perini's 

trademark fried chicken (not as famous as the steaks, but gaining popular ground) 

with cucumber salad and, for dessert, the light, buttery bread pudding.  

Later, the grounds will teem with a crowd gathered to test the fare presented
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= by 13 Texas chefs and drink the wine 

of 18 vintners. It's an opportunity to talk 

with the chefs, their staff members, and 

AI the vintners about how they work and 

what secrets they use to make their 

9 products different.  

As Richard Becker explains, "We 

wanted to celebrate food and wine in an 

unexpec-ed way in an unexpected place." Tom 

Perini waxes philosophical, "When you make Decades of cooking experien 
Tom Perini, left, in his horse

that connection with the wine and food experts, trailer-turned-kitchen with 

it will change your life:" Jacques Pepin, Stephan Pyles, 
A toast to life- changing experiences. Tl and Jean-Claude Szurdak.

ce:

TH ESSENTIALS

To Fort j 
Worth 

ABILENE 

707 WY 
WYLIE

277 
_89 8 1235 

PERINI RANCH 
STEAKHOUSE 

Lake n*Buffalo 
Abilene Gap 

r613 
ABILENE MTUSCQLA 

STATE PARK 

Buffalo Gap 
Wine and 
Food Summit 
FOR MORE information on the event
www.buffalogapsummit.com.  

Abilene Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
101 North 1st St., 800/727-7704; www.abilene 
visitors.com.  

Abilene State Park, 150 Park Road 32, Tuscola, 
325/572-3204; www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/ 
findadest/parks/abilene.  

Perini Ranch Steakhouse, On FM 89, a five
minute drive from Buffalo Gap, 800/367-1721; 
www.periniranch.com.  

Becker Vineyards, 464 Becker Farms Road, 
Stonewall, 830/644-2128; www.becker 
vineyards.com.  

Stephan Pyles restaurants, including Samar 

by Stephan Pyles and Fuego by Stephan Pyles, 
214/580-7000; www.stephanpyles.com.  

TI PhotgraphVy Editor GRIFF SMiTH is a vege

tarian, so hlis hvorite item on the Perini Ranch 

7nenu is the bread padding. TH Editor-in-Chief 
CHARLES H RMANNsgsts takig a look t 

the video clip of Perini and Pyles: Texas Food 
T ,o Ways, at www.texashfigrhwaysecnorn
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More than 3,000 stars outlined in gold leaf adorn the ceiling of the 1912 Sts. Cyril & Methodius Catholic Church in Dubina. The 

interior also features colorful angels and stylized vines and flowers. Parishioners carefully restored the paintings in the mid-1980s.
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Four lavishly decorated churches in Fayette County illustrate 
the brilliantly painted vision ofl9th-Century settlers

tAt 
~Efr~

14 

0

To order a prit of this photograph call

T ext and photographs 

by ANDY SHARP

I

F

366/962-1191, or visit www.te ashigh aysprints.com.
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ing back to Taylor fromPort

Aransas last November, my wife, Jody, andl 

decided to detour through Fayette County 

and check out its renowned painted churches, 

four elaborately decorated, historic Catholic 

churches that reflect the cultures of 19th

Century Czech and German immigrants.  

As often happens, this unplanned side trip 

evolved into a journey of discovery.  

A t 1Iy i 

IVX~I 

I/99o ettw wi teWshW aaspintm.  
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ABOVE: Philip Robinson of Flatona shows his girlfriend, Abigail Baden, 
the sanctuary of the1906 t. Mary's Catholic Church at High Hill the 
church he attended as a boy. LEFT: A detail of the church's elaborately 

:)elfished interior, executed by two San Antonio painters in1912,

riv
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ew times in my 40 years as photographer have I been so 
amazed by a scene that I didn't immediately start creating images.  
This was one of those moments. 
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sign On US 77 pointed us toward St. Mary's 

Catholic Church in High Hill, a tiny community about four miles northwest 

of Schulenburg. With its Gothic Revival architecture and red-brick exterior, the 

church was attractive but not unlike many others I had seen. As we approached 

the entrance, we anticipated taking a quick look before moving on.  

What we saw when we entered the building brought us both to a standstill.  

Few times in my 40 years as a photographer have I been so amazed by a scene 

I was about to shoot that I didn't immediately start creating images. This was 

one of those moments. Jody and I took seats in the back of the church and 

tried to absorb our surroundings, as vibrant stained-glass windows dappled a 

pleasing red light onto the pews in front of us.  

The spacious sanctuary features faux-marble, octagonal columns that 

support what appears to be a groin-vaulted ceiling, the multicolored planes 

seemingly connected with golden bands. Statues of saints grace ledges 

affixed to each column. The dome of the apse displays religious and cultural 

symbols on a soft-blue background. All of the elements coalesce to produce a 

sense of tranquility. You instinctively want to slow down here.  

According to the Texas Historical Commission, more than 20 painted 

churches exist throughout the state (15 of them are listed in the National Register 

of Historic Places). Fayette County has four of these architectural gems, and 

thanks to their proximity-each is less than a dozen miles from Schulenburg 

a visit to all four makes for a perfect day trip. s 

A few weeks after our stop at High Hill, we returned to Fayette 

County to complete our tour and see Sts. Cyril and Methodius 

Catholic Church in Dubina, St. John the Baptist Catholic Church For details about each 
in Ammannsville, and St. Mary's Catholic Church in Praha. These of the churches' annual 
three churches were established by Czech immigrants, while the etebrations see 

church at High Hill was established by Germans. exashighways.cor/l 
"The Czech and German settlers who immigrated here in the webextra.  

mid-1800s never expected to see their homelands again, but 

they didn't want to abandon their culture or faith," says Cathy 

ABOVE: The ceiling of the 1895 St. Mary's Catholic 
Church in Praha displays the work of Swiss-born artist 

Gottfried Flurry, who used freehand troupe loed to 

create ane airy effect.  
niye.  

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, 

or visit www.texashighwaysprintsmcom 

LEFT: Scaffolding Banks the Praha church during a roof 

repair, partially obscuring its Gothic Revival architecture.  
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Chaloupka, a Fayette County native whose great-great-grand
father Frantisek Kossa was one of the founders of the Dubina 
community. "'-hey established modest churches right away and 
built more permanent structures as soon as they could. It was 
a common practice where they came from in Central Europe 
to adorn church interiors with vibrant colors and religious 
symbols, ard the art you see on the walls and ceilings of the 
churches today reflects that tradition." 

The art Chaloupka refers to includes a combination of freehand 
painting, marbling, graining, and stenciling. Some of the artwork

was created by professional artists, but church members also 
donated their time and talents. Chaloupka notes that while the 
original churches were established in the latter 1800s, each of the 
congregations is now in its second, third, or fourth building at the 
same site, with the newest church constructed in 1919. "The previ
ous churches cold also be described as painted churches she says, 
"because they exhibited similar decorative elements." 

Chaloupka conducts guided tours of Fayette County's painted 
churches through her company, Rural Texas Tourism. The 
Schulenburg Chamber of Commerce also offers tours. Or you 
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%X I fo u r of Fayette County's painted churches lie within a dozen miles 

of Schulenburg; a tour makes for a perfect day trip.

can visit the churches on your own, as Jody and I cid. Just 

remember that :hese beautiful, histc-ric churches are active 

parishes-show appropriate respect and never interrupt Mass or 

other ceremonies. (At the Dubina church, you can on y view the 

sanctuary from the entryway unless you are on a fcrmal tour.) 

We ended our tour at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Praha, 

which was completed in 1895. Built of stone brought here 

by oxcart from Muldoon, 15 miles north, the present church 

survived a 1909 hurricane that leveled the painted churches 

ir DubIna arnd Amnanns-

ABOVE: Sometimes called the "pink 
church" for its rosthued interior, the 

1918 St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 

in Ammannsville eIhibits a range of 
decorative painting attrbuted to skilled 

craftsmen. RIGHT: The Carpenter Gothic 

architecture of the Ammannsville churcF: 

makes it a distinctive area landmark.

vill2. Swiss immigrant Gott

fried Flurry painted much 

of the interior, including the 

lu=h foliage on the walls and 

ceilings and :he exquisite 

angels above the altar. While 

admiring Flurry's work, we 

met two Texas A&M students,

Fhilip Robinson, a senior who grew up in nearby FIa-onia, and 

his girlfriend, Abigail Baden, a junior from Cypress, who was 

seeing the church for the first time. Roinsor said that as a 

child, he attended Mass here with his parents and grandpar

ents. Pointing to some nearby pews, he added "My parents and 

I sat cn one side of the aisle, while my grandparents took their 

seats on the other side, always in the same spot.' From his quiet 

tone, I could tell that this was a special memory.  

Our journey of discovery in Fayette County created special 

memories for Jody and me as well, accentuate - by the soft-pink 

h-es that dominate the interior of St. John the Baptist in Ammanns

ville, and the 3,000 gold-leaf stars in the ceiling of Sts. Cyril and 

Methodius in Dubina. If you have a bucket list, I suggest making 

a tour of these historic painted churches a part of it. m

AN DY SHA P ade seiv a ips it tayet2 . awo y a: photograph 

these 2 bU d charc ahes. Ple and his wife. Jdot%, iok forward to 

visiting othr painted churches in the state.
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To 
San Antonio
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Hill 

ENGLE SCHULENBURG 
Praha 

Navidad 
1295 River

Fayette County's 
Painted Churches
ALL FOUR of the county's painted 
churches are less than 12 miles from 
Schulenburg (designated the Official 
Home of the Painted Churches of Texas 

by the 79th Texas Legislature). Schul
enburg is at the intersection of Inter
state 10 and US 77. To book guided tours 
of the painted churches or area muse
ums, or to obtain other visitor informa
tion, contact the Greater Schulenburg 
Chamber of Commerce (office at 618 
N. Main St.) at 866/504-5294; www.  
schulenburgchamber.org.  

Rural Texas Tourism also offers 
guided tours of the painted churches.  
Call 979/561-6667; www.ruraltexas 
tourism.com.  

You can also tour the painted 
churches on your own, with certain 
restrictions. The churches are open 
daily 9-5, except during weddings 
and funerals. The parishes welcome 
visitors who want to attend Mass, but 
tours aren't allowed then. (See www.  
victoriadiocese.org/map/counties/ 

fayette for Mass schedules.) Remember 
that these sites are houses of worship and 
show proper respect. The altars, confes
sional booths, and choir lofts are off-limits 
during tours. At the Dubina church, you 
can only view the sanctuary from the 

entryway unless you are with a formal 
tour. All the churches have donation

boxes; contributions go toward the 
churches' continued restoration and 

upkeep. The Greater Schulenburg 
Chamber of Commerce sells a painted 
churches map for $4.  

St. Mary's Catholic Church in High 
Hill is northwest of Schulenburg, near 
the intersection of High Hill Rd. and 
FM 2672. From Schulenburg, go west 
on US 90 less than 2 miles, turn right 
on FM 2672, and drive 2.5 miles. Visit 
www.stmary-highhill.com.  

Sts. Cyril & Methodius Catholic 
Church in Dubina is northeast of 
Schulenburg, near the intersection of 
FM 1383 and FM 480 (Piano Bridge 
Rd.). From Schulenburg, go east on 
US 90 about 4 miles, turn left on FM 

1383, drive about 2 miles to Piano 

Bridge Rd., and turn left.  

St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Ammannsville is northeast 
of Schulenburg, near the intersection 
of FM 1383 and Mensik Rd. From Dubina, 
follow FM 1383 about 5 miles to Mensik 
Rd., and turn left.  

St. Mary's Catholic Church in Praha 
is west of Schulenburg, on FM 1295.  
From Schulenburg, go west on US 90 
about 10 miles, turn left on FM 1295, 
and drive about a half mile. Visit http:// 
stmarys-praha.com/default.aspx.

To Ortdes, pout & either photograph. cai 866/961-1 )l 
or visit w mw.texashgh-aysprintscom.
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Speaking of Texas

The Little 
Wizard on 
the Paluxy 

Dr. George P. Snyder used 
"magnetic healing" to 

treat patients at his 
Glen Rose sanitarium 

Text by GENE FOWLER
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THE LODGE 2 

8 Uniquely Styled Guest Rooms i 
Organic Bedding 
Large Bathrooms 
Original Artwork 
Fresh Baked Cookies Each Evening 
Outdoor Living Rooms 

CAIAILS MERCANTILE STORE 
Artwork 
Furniture 
Spa Products 
Home Accessories 
Men and Women's Wear 
Coffee & Wines 

2299h Highway 60 ! Matagorda, is s 
979-63-7'737 
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A great place to explore 
nature or indulge yourself in 

great shopping, dining or 
just relaxing.  

Enjoy the warm, friendly 
hospitality [hat makes 

Boerne as unique 
as our name! 

BOERNE 
AUIU sOr Name 

VisitBoerne.org 
888.842.8080 1*

CAME HERE FOR GENERAL TREAT
ment-but more particularly [for] my 

eyes, which were fading very fast," 

wrote Charles Goodnight from Glen Rose 

on May 28, 1926, three years before he 

died at age 93. "The best [oculist] I can 

find tell [sic] me my case is hopeless. I had 

to quit reading some months ago.... [But] 

today I picked up a magazine and read 

fairly clearly a few passages. I know they 

have cured several blind here and it now 

appears fairly certain they will cure me." 

Preserved today in the Cushing Memorial 

Library archives at Texas A&M University, 

the letter was written on stationery of the 

Snyder Sanitarium, where guests enjoyed 

"mineral and sulphur water baths in the 

famous Glen Rose waters." 

Perhaps the legendary rancher had 

read about Dr. Snyder's "magnetic healing" 

outpost in a 1924 

issue of the Glen The Snyder Sanitarium 
Rose paper Your once backed up to the 
Uncle Dudley's Paluxy River, the same 

Spotlight. "George view that Inn on the River 

P. Snyder Real guests enjoy today.
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Healer Cures Many," read the Spotlight's 

front-page headline. Described as a faith 
healer, clairvoyant, and humanitarian, as 

well as a "little wizard" by his biographer 

Elna Martin in her 1927 book Glen Rose 

and Geo. Snyder, the folk doctor arrived in 

Glen Rose from Sacramento, California, in

1915 with two suitcases 

and $60 in cash. Within 
a fewyears he presided 

over a seven-building 

hotel-sanitarium that 

treated as many as 

6,000 people annually.  

Set on the banks of 

the Paluxy River, the 

sanitarium operated 

by "the little wizard" 

drew patients from 

across the country.  

"The special advan-

tage he has over the regular M.D. or even 

specialists;' Martin wrote, "is his ability to 

read the individual's mind. ... A mental 

vibration with all the force of a great elec

tric dynamo is felt the instant a person 

comes in the same atmosphere with George 

P. Snyder, a psychic and healer of many 

mental and physical ailments" 

Snyder's biographer reports a number 

of near-miraculous cures for everything 

from paralysis to infidelity. The healer's 

methods ranged from psychokinesis to 

"dare therapy." He reportedly could with

draw the yearning for tobacco simply by 

passing his hand over one's pack of chaw,

turning the tobacco hard as rock. Former 

Somervell County Museum curator 

Jeanne Mack remembered that patients 

sat in chairs for the "magnetic treatments" 

at Snyder's, while the wizard or one of his 

staff rubbed illness out of the body with 
motions that produced a loud finger snap at

the end of each stroke.  

Snyder enhanced 

the exotic image of 
his sanitarium by 

planting banana trees 
on the grounds and 

maintaining a small 
zoo that included an 

ostrich, a peacock, a 

baby alligator, wolves, 
and other animals.  

Visitors reportedly 

became quite fond of 

the ostrich, which

was named Judy, as the big bird filled the 
role of hotel clown. An aged East Texas 

farmer, staying at the health colony for 

problems with his eyesight, was uncer

tain what to think upon spying Judy 

cavorting about the grounds. Having 
heard strange stories about the institu

tion's namesake, the old farmer shouted 

out, "That bird is big as a cow. Those ...  

fellows have ruined my eyes!" 

A genuinely blind patient came to the 
hotel-clinic in 1939 from Rotan, Texas, 
having lost his sight due to an electri

cal shock. After 11 treatments over two 
weeks at the Snyder Sanitarium, the Glen

Inn on the River 
TODAY, THE CENTERPIECE OF THE FORMER SNYDER SANITARIUM 
houses the Inn on the River, a two-story bed-and-breakfast that features ele
gant rooms furnished with antiques and European linens, a swimming pool, and 
beautifully landscaped grounds that slope toward the peaceful Paluxy River. The sway
ing branches of three centuries-old oak trees on the banks of the river once inspired a sanitarium guest 
to write "Singing Tree'" a song later recorded by Elvis Presley and sung in his 1967 movie Clambake, 

On Friday and Saturday evenings, the inn's dining room also welcomes non-guests (by reservation only).  
The prix fixe menu ($39-$49 per person) changes monthly and includes such items as blackberry
jalapeno glazed pork tenderloin and filet of sirloin with roasted poblanos and blue cheese. Occasional 
wine-tastings offer other opportunities to see the property. The inn is at 205 SW Barnard St. Call 
254/897-2929 or 800/575-2101; www.innontheriver.com. -Nola McKey

MEET. PjAY' rFN m 

N, W'A

Restoration still awaits 
on the banks of the 

Paluxy. A former sani

tarium building now 

houses an inviting 

bed-and-breakfast.
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Speaking of Texas

The in on the River's lobby offer s hooks, a gam tble, and a place t 

relax. For "magnetic healing," guests have to look elsewhere.

Rose Reporter proclaimed, "Man Blind 

Two Years Regains Sight Here." The 

patient, J.O. Brown, arrived in Glen Rose 

after spending "much money visiting 

famous specialists and various hospitals 

of the southwest" in an effort to regain his 

vision. "He was at the wheel of the family 

car as he left the sanitarium here Sunday 

morning and the throng of other patients 

cheered him farewell." Perhaps the doctor 

simply dared the man to see, as he often 

dared the lame to walk without aid.  

Despite his own reliance on metaphysi

cal medicine, Snyder took an exceedingly 

dim view of fortune-tellers. Martin wrote 

that a man who had fallen under the spell 

of such a diviner once came to Glen Rose, 

noting that the fortune-teller "could touch 

him and make a blue mark on his skin." 

Snyder treated the man psychologically 

and instructed him, "Now when you get 

home, the fortune-teller will telephone 

you to come to her, and you will go. You 

will cuss her and give her twenty-four 

hours to get out of town. And if she doesn't 

you will cut her throat." 

When he did as instructed, telling the 

woman he "would cut her heart out and 

give it to the buzzards" if she didn't make 

tracks for the city limits, she headed for

Oklahoma, accusing the 

man of falling under the 

hypnotic power of George 

Snyder of Glen Rose.  
On one occasion "the 

little wizard" kicked all 

patients out of the hotel

sanitarium upon discover

ing that they had been slip

ping across the Paluxy to 

consult a fortune-teller. The 

interloper had charged 

them a dollar each and told 

them that Snyder had been 

administering improper 

treatment for their respec

tive ailments. Unable to 

function in such "mental 

cross currents," the healer

insisted that all the guests depart.  

Numerous other healers worked with 

Snyder at his drugless, non-surgical 

sanitarium. One former apprentice told 

Glen Rose historian Dorothy Leach that 

he "just felt like a quack working down 

there" and took an early retirement from 

the medical profession. Others, however, 

learned the Snyder methods and enjoyed 

long careers at the Paluxy sanitarium and 

at similar institutions around the state.  

Some supplemented their "magnetic 

training" with chiropractic degrees.  

Though "the little wizard" is long 

gone, folks can still experience restora

tion at his former sanitarium by the gen

tly flowing Paluxy. The main building 

today houses an inviting bed-and-break

fast called Inn on the River. Snyder's life 

story, the 1927 biography penned by Elna 

Martin, has not fared quite so well. While 

many Texana books of that vintage are 

today considered rare, few are as rare as 

Martin's. After Dr. Snyder's death in 1942, 

his widow waged a campaign to gather 

and burn every copy she could find. Glen 

Rose historians speculate that Martin 

carried a torch for the subject of her 

book, and thus Mrs. Snyder felt driven to 

obliterate the document. -



CHANNEL YOUR INNER MOVIE CRITIC ' 

during the Hill Country Film Festival at the 
Stagecoach Theater in Fredericksburg from 
April 26-29. The festival, in its third year, 
screens work from independent filmmakr a 
around Texas, the United States, and the wor i 

Throughout the weekend the HCFF holds pa 
el discussions with the directors, and hosts p r 
ties and other events for festival attendees.  
award categories are for feat ures, shorts, dor 
mentaries, animations, and music videos. A new 
addition this year is the 3-D short film category, 
the first in Texas film festival history. Film fans 
can purchase an all-access weekend package, 
day passes, or tickets to individual screenings.  

The Stagecoach Theater is at 2254 S. US h.  
For ticket and festival information, call 42 
238-5672.; www.hillcountryff.com.

April Events 
BIG BEND COUNTRY 
ALPINE: Agate Festival April 20-22. Civic Center. 432/386-2340 

DEL RIO: Cajun Fest April 14.830/774-7568 

DEL RI: eGeorge Paul Memorial Bull Riding April 28-29.  
County Fairgrounds. www.georgepaulmemorialbullriding.com 
830/775-9695 

El. PASO: Mamma Mia!April 10-11. Plaza Theatre. www.visit 
elpaso.com/events/broadway 915/231-1100 

FORT STOClt tON: Big Bend Open Road Race April 25-28.  
www.bborr.com 432/336-3331, ext. 238 

ODE SSA: Iowa's Monster Impact Exhibit April 1-30. Meteor 
Crater Museum. 432/381-0946 

OESSA: Brand New Opry April 7. The Globe Theater.  
www.globesw.org 432/580-3177 

ODESSA: Spring Musical Fantasia April 20-21, 27-28.  
The Globe Theater. www.globesw.org 432/580-3177 

OOESSA: Chamber Chorale Concert April 29. Wagner Noel 
Performing Arts Center. www.mosc.org 432/563-0921 

VAN HORN: Building Bridges Art Show April 18-20.  
Convention Center. www.vanhorntexas.org 432/283-2682 

GULF COAST 
BEAUMONT: YMBL South Texas State Fair April 1. Ford 
Park. www.ymbl.org 409/832-9991 

BROWNSVILLE: Living History Program at Palo 
Alto Battlefield April 7. www.nps.gov/paal/index.htm 
956/541-2785, ext. 324

4 USIX OPEN 
DAILY 

' 9:30-5:00 

a 9 0 ~ 7 -de o 4 9wuu, 7x 

www.wildseedfarms.com 

1-800-848-0078 

K/e4 (L dz ioste.t

90+ (d4ge sad eieeled a. aatce 9e7e & te/ /

COME ON BY! Flower Fields, Butterfly Gardens, 
Fabulous Gift Shoppe, Live Plant Nursery, 

Brew-Bonnet Biergarten & more!
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Before the 
Alamo, before 
Davy Crockett, 
the "Come and 

Take It"

The Gonzales Memorial Museum houses 
the "Come and Take It" Cannon and 
many other items and artifacts pertaining 
to early Texas History. It was hailt to 
celebrate the 1936-1937 Centennial of 
Texas Independence.  

The Gonzales Pioneer Village Iiving His
tory Center houses a collection of 1800s 
and early 1900's era houses and buildings 
from Gonzales County. Step into the 
same era as the original 
occupants of Texas

challenge was 
issued.  

We inviteyouto 
"Come and Take 

It" today.  
Come and take 
a tour, see our 
museums, see 
historic homes 

and seethe 
history.

Traveler

TH SPOTLIGHT

MORE THAN 60,000 VISITORS 
annually flock to the Rothko Chapel 
an internationally renowned, nonde

nominational sanctuary in Houston 
founded by John and Dominique de 
Menil in 1971. The chapel, faced by 
Barnett Neuman's sculpture Broker 
Obeisk (right), fosters meditation, re 
flection, and immersion in the trans 
formative power of art.  

The chapel also hosts public pro 

grams that have featured such lead 

ers as the Dalai Lama, Nelson Man y 

dela, and President Jimmy Carter.  

Upcoming programs include Fathe 
Heyman Vasquez, who will talk about Central American irnmi gration lhroughr Mexico, 

and author Cedric Johnson, who will discuss the Katrina disaster. Also this spring, 
the chapel hosts musical performances by the intersection New Music Collective, 
Aperio, classical guitarist Valerie Hartzell, and the Turkish--Arnerican Cultural Orches

tra. (The latter two will perform on April 14, as part of the Men Community Arts 

Festival.) For details, call 713/524-9839; www.rothkochapel.org.

BROWNSVILLE: Imani Winds and Boston Brass in 
Concert April13. UTB/TSC Arts Center. www.utb.edu/ 
artscenter 956/882-8587 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Big Bloom! April14. Gardening festival 
and plant sale. South Texas Botanical Gardens and Nature 
Center. www.stxbot.org 361/852-2100 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Texas International Boat and 
Outdoors Show April 19-22. www.txintlboatshow.com 
561/842-8808 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Buc Days Rodeo, Festival and 
Carnival April 19-May 6. www.bucdays.com 

DEER PARK: Totally Texas Barbecue Cook-Off April 
20-21. Jimmy Burke Center. www.deerparktx.gov/recreation 
281/478-2050 

GALVESTON: The Grand Kids Festival April14. The 
Grand 1894 Opera House. www.thegrand.com 800/821-1894 

GALVESTON: Bishop's Palace Behind-the-Scenes Tour 
April 21. www.galvestonhistory.org 409/762-2475 

GROVES: Affair of the Arts April 21. Celebration Park.  
409/962-3631 

HOUSTON: Houston Symphony Orchestra Classical 
Season April 1,13-15. Jones Hall. www.houstonsymphony.org 

HOUSTON: Asia Society Texas Center Grand Opening 
Celebration April 12-15. http://asiasociety.org/centers/ 
texas 713/496-9904 

HOUSTON: Czech SpringFest April15. www.czech 
heritage.org 713/349-0500

HOUSTON: Design Fair April 25-29. Lawndale Art Center.  
www.lawndaleartcenter.org/events/designfair/designfair 
2012.shtml 713/528-5858 

HUMBLE: Good Oil Days April 7. Main Street. 281/446-4140 

INGLESIDE: Car Show April 28. Simmons Park. www.  
inglesidetxchamber.org 361/776-2906 

KINGSVILLE: "Ride on the Wild Side" Bicycle Ride 
April14. King Ranch. www.kingsvilletexas.com 361/592-8516 

LA PORTE: San Jacinto Day Commemorative Cere
mony April 21. www.sanjacinto-museum.org 281/479-2431 

LAKE JACKSON: Migration Celebration April 20-22.  
San Bernard National Wildlife Refuge. www.migration 
celebration.org 866/403-5829 

ORANGE: Earth Week April 15-22. Shangri La Botanical 
Gardens and Nature Center. www.shangrilagardens.org 
409/670-9113 

PEARLAND: Paws in the Park April 1. Independence Park.  
www.pearlandparks.com 281/412-8900 

PORT ARANSAS: Texas SandFest April 20-22. Mustang 
Island Beach. www.texassandfest.com 361/215-0677 

RICHMOND: An Old-Fashioned Easter April 7. George 
Ranch Historical Park. www.georgeranch.org 281/343-0218 

RICHMOND: Runaway Scrape April14. George Ranch His
torical Park. www.georgeranch.org/annual-events 281/343-0218 

ROCKPORT: Square Dance Festival April 20-21. Paws 
& Taws Convention Center. www.rockport-fulton.org 
800/242-0071
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SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: SPI Sand Crab Run April 28.  
Nighttime 5K and 10K beach runs. www.runintexas.com 

SUGAR LAND: Sugar Land Wine and Food Affair April 
18-22. www.thegrandwineandfoodaffair.com 713/747-WINE 

TOMBALL: German Heritage Festival April 1. www.  
tomballgermanfest.org 281/379-6844 

VICTORIA: JamFest April14. Art, music, gourmet food, 
boutique wines and entertainers. www.visitvictoriatexas.com 

WEST COLUMBIA: San Jacinto Festival April 20-22. First 
Capitol Park. www.westcolumbiachamber.com 979/345-3921 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: Spring Plant Sale and Gardening Festival 
April 14-15. Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. www.  
wildflower.org 512/232-0100 

AUSTIN: Moontower Comedy and Oddity Festival 
April 25-28. www.comedymoontower.com 

AUSTIN: Austin Food and Wine Festival April 27-29.  
www.austinfoodandwinefestival.com 

AUSTIN: Heart O' Texas Orchid Society Annual Show 
and Sale April 28-29. Zilker Botanical Gardens Center.  
www.hotos.org 512/477-8672 

BANDERA: Spring Fling April 17-19. www.bandera 
cowboycapitalcom 830/796-4849 

BANDERA: Bandera County Artists Association Arts 
and Crafts Show April 26-27. Courthouse square.  
www.banderacountyartists.com 830/796-3059 

BOERNE: Market Days April 14-15. Main Plaza.  
www.boernemarketdays.com 830/249-5530 

BROWNWOOD: Heart of Texas Quilt Show April 28-29.  
www.brownwoodquiltersguild.org 325/642-1544 

BUDA: Buda Lions Club Country Fair and Wiener Dog 
Races April 28-29. www.budalions.com 512/295-4265 

BULVERDE: Spring Chicken Festival April 29. Community 
Center. www.bulverdecommunitycenter.com 

BURNET: Bluebonnet Festival April 13-15. Downtown 
square. www.bluebonnetfestival.org 512/756-4297 

CANYON LAKE: Market Day April14. CRRC Recreation 
Center. www.crrcofcanyonlake.org 830/964-3003 

CANYON LAKE: Texas Dinosaur Day April 15.  
www.theheritagemuseum.com 830/899-4542 

CONCAN: Nature Quest April 25-28. Hill Country Nature 
Center. www.hillcountrynaturequest.com 830/966-2320 

DRIFTWOOD: Old Settler's Music Festival April 19-22.  
Salt Lick Pavilion and Camp Ben McCulloch. www.oldsettlers 
musicfest.org 

FREDERICKSBURG: Wildflower Celebration April 7-22.  
Wildseed Farms. www.wildseedfarms.com 830/990-8080 

FREDERICKSBURG: Wine and Wildflower Trail April13
15, 20-22. www.texaswinetrail.com 866/621-9463 

FREDERICKSBURG: Wings Over the Hills Nature 
Festival April 27-29. Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park.  
www.wingsoverthehills.org 

GEORGETOWN: Red Poppy Festival April 28-29.  
www.redpoppyfestival.com 800/436-8698 

GOLDTHWAITE: State Championship Barbecue and 
Goat Cook-Off April 28. www.goldthwaite.biz 325/648-3619

GRUENE: Old Gruene Market Days April 21-22.  
www.gruenemarketdays.com 830/832-1721 

JARRELL: Rock Solid Spring Festival April 13-14.  
www.cityofjarrell.com 512/746-4593 

KERRVILLE: Here's to the Heroes Easterfest and Cook
Off April 7. www.kerrvilleeasterfest.com 830/370-2857 

KYLE: Blooms Above the Blanco April15. Claiborne Kyle 
Log House. www.hayshistoricalcommission.com/maps/ 
Kyle_loghouse.php 512/268-9981 

LAGO VISTA: Balcones Songbird Festival April 27-30.  
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge. www.  
balconessongbirdfestival.org 512/965-2473 

LLANO: Fiddle Fest Weekend April 6-8. www.llano 
fiddlecontest.com 325/247-5354 

LLANO: Crawfish Open April 20-21. Robinson Park.  
www.llanocrawfishopen.com 325/247-2270 

MARBLE FALLS: Highland Arts Guild Gallery Spring 
Show and Sale April 7-8,14-15. Highland Arts Gallery.  
830/693-7324 

NEW BRAUNFELS: Canyon Lake Art Guild Art Show 
April 8-28. New Braunfels Art League. 830/899-7650 

SAN MARCOS: MR. Fest April 26-28. Music and arts festival.  
http://ktsw.txstate.edu/promotions/mrfest.html 512/245-3485 

STONEWALL: Easter at the Sauer-Beckmann Living 
History Farm April 7. Lyndon B. Johnson State Park and 
Historic Site. www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/ 
lyndonb.johnson 830/644-2252, ext. 222 

UVALDE: Fort Inge Living History Days April 13-15. Fort 
Inge. 830/278-2016 

WIMBERLEY: EmilyAnn Theatre Butterfly Release 
April 2. EmilyAnn Theatre. www.emilyann.org 512/847-6969 

WIMBERLEY: Market Day April 7. www.shopmarketdays.  
com 512/847-2201 

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: B!G Day Downtown April 14.325/676-2556 

ABILENE: Abilene Philharmonic Orchestra in Concert 
April 21. Abilene Civic Center. 325/677-6710 

AMARILLO: AMoA Alliance Recycle Art Festival and 
Exhibition April 1-8. Festival is March 30-31 and exhibit runs 
March 31-April 8. Amarillo Museum of Art. www.amarilloart.org 

AMARILLO: Easter EGG-citement April 7. Amarillo Zoo.  
www.amarillozoo.org 806/381-7911 

BUFFALO GAP: Wine and Food Summit April 20-22.  
Perini Ranch. www.buffalogapsummit.com 800/367-1721 

CHILDRESS: Earth Day Celebration April 21. Childress 
Fair Park. 940/937-2567 

GRAFORD: Arte de los Brazos Art Show and Sale 
April 14-21. www.possumkingdomlake.com 214/704-7118 

IDALOU: Apple Blossom Celebration April14. www.  
applecountryorchards.com 800/765-7055 

LAMESA: Chicken Fried Steak Festival April 27-29.  
Forrest Park. www.ci.lamesa.tx.us 806/872-4322 

LUBBOCK: Lubbock Arts Festival April 13-15. Civic Center.  
www.lubbockarts.org 806/744-2787 

LUBBOCK: Ranch Day April 28. National Ranching 
Heritage Center. www.depts.ttu.edu/ranchhc 806/742-0498

APRIL 2012 I texashighways.com 69



Travel r
MINERAL WELLS: Goodnight Roundup April 13-14.  
www.texasfrontiertrails.org 940/327-8386 

PERRYTON: Stone Age Fair April 28. Museum of the 
Plains. www.coursonarchresearch.com 806/435-6400 

PLAINVIEW: Fools Cup Celebration April 6-7. www.  
plainviewtx.org 806/296-1119 

SAN ANGELO: Concho Valley Bluegrass Festival 
April 13-14. Wells Fargo Pavilion. 325/650-8934 

SAN ANGELO: Texas Mesquite Art Festival April 20-22.  
www.texasmesquiteassn.org 325/481-2646 

SEMINOLE: Trade Days April 20-22. www.seminoletrade 
days.com 432/758-0807 

STANTON: Old Sorehead Trade Days April 14-15. www.  
stantontex.com 432/756-2006 

WICHITA FALLS: Red River Wine Festival April 21. www.  
redriverwinefestival.com 940/766-3347 

PINEY WOODS 
CENTER: Shelby County Bloomin' on the Square 
April14. www.shelbycountychamber.com 936/598-3682 

GLADEWATER: East Texas Gusher Days April 21.  
www.gusherdays.com 800/627-0315 

HUNTSVILLE: Walker County Fair, Rodeo and Barbecue 
Cook-Off April 1-8. www.walkercountyfair.com 936/291-8763 

HUNTSVILLE: General Sam Houston Folk Festival 
April 27-28. www.samhoustonfolkfestival.org 936/294-1832

KILGORE: Rangerette Revels April 11-14. Kilgore College 
Campus. www.rangerette.com 903/983-8179 

KIRBYVILLE: Magnolia Festival April 20-21. Magnolia 
Park. 409/423-6500 

LIBERTY: Liberty Opry April 14, 21, 28. www.libertyopry.  
com 877/729-9103 

LONGVIEW: Dalton Days and Wild West Show April13
14. Longview Rodeo Arena. 903/757-4444 

LUFKIN: Main Street Lufkin Downtown Hoedown 
April 21. www.cityoflufkin.com 936/633-0205 

NACOGDOCHES: Azalea Trail April 1-7. www.nacogdoches 
azaleas.com 888/653-3788 

TEXARKANA: Scout-O-Rama April 13-15. Spring Lake 
Park. http://caddobsa.org 903/798-3978 

TROUP: Four Winds Renaissance Faire April 1-24.  
Vizcaya Ranch. www.fourwindsfaire.com 903/839-5271 

TYLER: Azalea and Spring Flower Trail April 1-8. www.  
tylerazaleatrail.com 903/592-1661 

WOODVILLE: Dogwood Festival Queen's Weekend 
April 7. www.tylercountydogwoodfestival.org 409/283-2632 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
ARLINGTON: Country Music Revue April 7,14, 21, 28.  
Arlington Music Hall. www.arlingtonmusichall.com 

BASTROP: Pine Street Market Day April14. Downtown.  
www.bastropbusinesswomen.com 512/303-6233 

[coin i1ued on page 74 J

WI Tas Hihways

12 months of 
Texas' best! 
" Great destinations 

" Stunning photography 

" Roundup of events 

" And much more 

Just $19.95 
for a 1-year U.S. subscription 

International subscriptions are just $29.95 

1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

and mention source code A2DTHM 

www.texashighways.com 

You

Sr 
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Tex as*igway 
THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS 

Reader Service Guide 
to Advertisers 

For information from our advertisers, 
use the forms in this issue, or go to 

www.texashighways.com.  
(Reader service numbers ore in bold.) 

1. City of Alpine, pg. 6 
2. Amarillo Convention & Visitors Council, pg. 16 
3. Antiques on 8, pg. 67 
4. Art Museum of Southeast Texas, pg. 74 
5. Beaumont Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 16 
6. Best Western Texas, cover wrap 
7. Blanton Museum of Art, pg. 27 
8. Boerne Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 64 
9. Brenham/Washington County, pg. 5 

10. Brewster County Tourism Council, pg. 6 
11. Bryan-College Station Convention & Visitors 

Bureau, pg. 65 
12. Cameron Park Zoo, pg. 3 
13. Cleburne Chamber of Commerce, pg. 29 
14. Corpus Christi Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 11 
15. Denton Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 24 
16. Ennis Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 74 
17. Fort Davis Chamber of Commerce, pg. 6 
18. Fort Stockton Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 6 
19. Fredericksburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 14 
20. Georgetown Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 20 
21. City of Gonzales, pg. 68 
22. Graham Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 23 
23. Granbury Tourism Bureau, pg. 31 
24. Grapevine Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 68 
25. Greenville Chamber of Commerce, pg. 69 
26. Jefferson Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 66 
27. Karankawa Village, pg. 64 
28. Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 12 

and pg. 22 
29. Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, pg. 26 
30. Lake Whitney Board of Tourism, pg. 30 
31. Llano Chamber of Commerce, pg. 31 
32. Longview Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 28 
33. Lufkin Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 18 
34. City of Marfa, pg. 6 
35. Mayborn Museum - Baylor University. pg. 3 
36. McKinney Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 66 
37. Mesquite Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 75 
38. Midland Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 6 
39. Miller Outdoor Theatre, pg. 29 
40. Mineral Wells Area Chamber of Commerce, pg. 30 
41. Odessa Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 6 
42. Palestine Economic Development Department, 

pg. 75 
43. San Angelo Chamber of Commerce, pg. 23 
44. San Marcos Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 27 
45. Sherman Department of Tourism, pg. 65 
46. Stark Cultural Venues, pg. 15 
47. Texas Hill Country Trail, pg. 17 
48. Texas Historical Commission, pg. 9 
49. Texas Independence Trail, pg. 21 
50. Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and Museum, pg. 2 
51. Uvalde Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 24 
52. Victoria Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 10 
53. Visit Lubbock, pg. 13 
54. Waco Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 2 
55. Waxahachie Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 69 
56. Wildseed Farms, pg. 67
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Botanical Prints 
One-of-a-king pressed flow 
is printed as nature design 
Each reproduction is a print 
pressed flowers gathered i 
ture. Hand embellishments 
each botanical unique. Pri 
on classic linen 100% recy 
paper mounted in an 8-ply 
Ready to frame: 11" x 14" 

Buy all three and Sa 
Item 32206. . . . $54.  

Bluebonnets 
Item 32202 .... $24.  

Mexican Blankets 
Item 32204. . . . $24.  

Evening Primrose 
Item 32205 .... $24.
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TexasHighways 
GIFT SHOP
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Wildflower Tapestry 
Great advice from a Wildflower: 
Show your true colors. Delight in 
simple pleasures. Celebrate your 
natural beauty. Open up! Spread 
seeds of joy. It's OK to be a late 
bloomer. Be wild and wonderful! 
Wallhanging is 17" x 26", 
poly/cotton blend.  

Item 37817 ...... $22.95 * 

o

Botanical Greeting Cards 
Hand-crafted cards feature wildflowers 
reproduced from pressed flowers.  
Cards 5" x 7". Set of 5. Blank inside.  

Item 35205 ...... $19.95

To order, call 

1800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

or visit 
www.texashighways.com
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Back Roads of the Texas Hill Country 
A colorful guide to 30 scenic drives. Ideal for 
planning a day trip or a weekend getaway.  
160 pages, soft cover. 8.5" x 11".  

Item 36351 ...... $21.99 

Fun with the Family 
Hundreds of ideas for day trips with kids orga
nized by region. 243 pages, 6" x 9", soft cover.  

Item 36344 ...... $14.95 

Scenic Driving, Texas 
Enjoy 34 drives through some of the most 
spectacular scenery in Texas. Includes 
itineraries for 10- to 75- mile trips.  
237 pages, soft cover.  

Item 36352 ...... $15.95
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Lone Star Wildflowers 
A guide to Texas flowering plants. Identify 
wildflowers while you travel. Easy, color-coded 
organization. 320 pages.  

Item 36526 ...... $29.95 

Ocean Star Cap 
Six-panel, low profile cap sports the Texas Star 
and honors our independence in 1836.  

Item 38732 ...... $16.95

Wildflower Garden Flag 
This cheerful flag will add a touch of 
color to your garden at any time of year.  
13" x 18". Stand not included.  

Item 37752 ...... $12.95

Horse Riders Tee 
The perfect tee for your cowboys' travel.  
Cotton/Poly blend. Machine washable.  

Item 38281 
Boy's sizes: extra small to large 

(YXS - YL)....... $15.95 
Men's sizes: small to extra-large 

(S - XL).......... $19.95 
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Bluebonnet Splash Tee 
Now on Sale! Texas bluebonnets 
bloom beautifully on onE side of this 
crazy-soft tee. Tapered cat with cap 
sleeve and scoop neck.  
Sizes S - 1X while suppl es last.  
Item 38267 ...... $16.50 

Bluebonnet Lap Throw 
Roomy enough to keep you warm, 
small enough to travel along. 52" x 34" 

Item 37710 ...... $32.95 

Wildflowers in Texas Tote 
Texas is overflowing with wildflowers! 
Fully-lined. 17" x 15" with a14" strap.  

Item 37419 ...... $22.95 

Bluebonnet Pillow 
Brighten your decor with our state flower.  
17" x 17".  

Item 37808 ...... $22.95
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Item 3760...$19.95 

Texas Highways & Byways 
Item 37609...$29.95

Three ways to order: 
BY PHONE: Call 1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S) 

BY MAIL: Please use the order form inside this issue. Send 
completed form, along with your payment, including shipping and handling to: 
Texas Highways - #748, PO Box 576, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

ONLINE: Go to www.texashighways.com 

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover APR12
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Contemporary Aeia aie 

Art: 15th Annual Exhibition of the 

American Society of Marine Artists 
I V .1i. i iU~ l IT. ,1 i Y 

ii 1 

Lk/A4 ,

® Arc Museum of Southeast Texas 
. 500 Main Street, Beaumont, Texas 77701 

(RI \3 4 eF 3 
(409) 832-3432 1 www.amset.org

reveler 0 continued from page 70]
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ON APRIL 28, DRIVE-OR FLY-TO SAN MARCOS FOR THE 3RD ANNUAL 

Biplane Fly-in, held outside the Centex Wing of the Commemorative Air Force hangar, 

About 50 planes, from the World War 1i Stearman to modern experimental biplanes, 
fly in from all over Texas and nearby states to the event, which lasts from 10 a.m. till 

2 pm. Children and adults can watch the skies as various aircraft descend to the 

scene-and even crawl into the planes once they've landed. Enjoy a picnic lunch at 

the event and chat with the pilots of different aircraft. This year's fly-in is dedicated to 

World War 11 Stearman pilots, who will ride co-pilot in each plane during a four-ship 

formation fly-over.  
The Centex Wing of the Commemorative Air Force hangar is at 2200 Airport Dr.  

For ticket information, go to www.biplareflyin.org/index.html.

BASTROP: Yesterfest April 28. Old Town Bastrop. www.  
bastropdba.com/yesterfest.html 512/321-6600 

BELLVILLE: Fruehling Saengerfest April 29. German sing
ing festival. www.texasgermansociety.com 979/865-0935 

BELTON: San Jacinto Day April 21. Bell County Museum.  
www.bellcountytx.com/Museum 254/933-5243 

BURTON: La Bahia Antiques Show and Sale April 1-7.  
La Bahia Hall. www.labahiaantiques.com 979/289-2684 

BURTON: Cotton Gin Festival April 20-21. Texas Cotton 
Gin Museum. www.cottonginmuseum.org 979/289-3378 

CANTON: First Monday Trade Days April 1. www.visit 
cantontx.com 877/462-7467 

CHAPPELL HILL: Official Bluebonnet Festival of Texas 
April 14-15. www.chappellhillmuseum.org/festivals.htm 
979/836-6033 

CLEBURNE: Antique Alley and 25 Miles of Shopping 
April 20-22. Occurs in Grandview, Maypearl, Cleburne, 
and Sand Flat. www.antiquealleytexas.com 817/240-4948 

COMMERCE: Texas Song Fest April 28. Historic down
town. www.texassongfest.com 903/886-3860

COOPER: County Fair and Junior Livestock Show April 
14. Harmon City Park, www.deltacounty.org 903/395-4314 

DALLAS: Dallas Blooms: It's a Work of Art April 1-8.  
Dallas Arboretum. www.dallasarboretum.org 214/515-6500 

DALLAS: Deep Ellum Arts Festival April 6-8. Deep Ellum 
District. www.deepellumartsfestival.com 800/538-1881 

DALLAS: Dallas Symphony Orchestra April 12-15, 26-29.  
www.dallassymphony.com 214/692-0203 

DALLAS: Earth Day Dallas April 21-22. Fair Park.  
www.earthdaydallas.org 214/310-1200 

DENISON: Arts and Wine Renaissance April 26-28.  
www.denisontexas.us 903/464-4452 

DENTON: Redbud Festival April 21. Civic Center.  
www.kdb.org 940/349-8737 

DENTON: Denton Arts and Jazz Festival April 27-29.  
www.dentonjazzfest.com 940/565-0931 

EAGLE LAKE: Attwater's Prairie Chicken Festival 
April 14-15. www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/ 
attwater/index.html 979/234-3021 

EDOM: April in Edom April 21-22. 214/478-8999
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FROM OUR ADVERTISERS 

ONLINE: 

Go to www.texashighways.com 

and select Advertising Information 

from the red navigation bar 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on the 

Reader Service Guide to 

Advertisers. Circle the corresponding 

numbers on the postage-paid card 

at right and mail today.  

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free fax 

number: 1-888-847-6035.

TexasHighways 
THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS 

www.texashighways.com 

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61 
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please print 

Name _

Address 

City 

Card expires 10/1/12

State

FREE 
ADVERTISING 
INFO RMATION 

120401

Zip

Texas Hihways 
THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS 

www.texashlghways.com 

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61 
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please print 

Name__

Address _ 

City 

Card expires 10/1/12

State Zip

FREE 
ADVERTISING 
INFORMATION 

120401

It's easy to order from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

onLiNr www.texashighways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

BO NE 1-800-839-4997 (386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Central " Sat & Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

YMJ : Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  
Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways-#748 

PO Box 576 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0576 

fIN AUSTIN Visit the Texas Highways Magazine Gift Shop 
150 E. Riverside, Austin, TX 78704 " Mon-Fri Noon-4 p.m. 4D2P



111111

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO 418 NAPLES FL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

Texas Hiways 
P E BOX 413050 
NAPLES FL 34101-6832

III" .iIIIIIIIitIIIII uIhi'lpI'IIIIbuI llili h i bi jpihl iluII

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO 418 NAPLES FL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

Texa hways 
P0 BOX 4130501- a 
NAPLES FL 34101-6832

IIqI"III1111h1p ii 11111'I"I' 1'llbl llh li 111ip|' 11.1

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER 
Name 

Street Address

State Zip

Daytime Phone Number (_ 

(in case we have questions regarding your order)

_ Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard 
Q Discover Q American Express 

card number 

Expiration date 

Signature

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 
Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 

SUBTOTAL 

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  
TOTAL

Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways-#748 
PO Box 576 
Mt. Morris, IL 
61054-0576 

4D2P

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES

Co) 

LUJ

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 .... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99...$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99...$18.95 
$200.00 +.........$21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. - For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside 
the continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to 
your subtotal.
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ENNIS: Bluebonnet Trails Festival April 21-22. www.visit 
ennis.org/Festivals/BluebonnetTrails.html 888/366-4748 

FLATONIA: Crawfest April 21. www.flatoniachamber.com 
361/865-3920 

FORT WORTH: The Age of Impressionism: Great French 
Paintings from the Clark April 1-June 17. Kimbell Art 
Museum. www.kimbellart.org 817/332-8451 

FORT WORTH: Ode to Joy: A Gala Event April17. Bass 
Performance Hall. www.fwsymphony.org 817/665-6000 

FORT WORTH: Main Street Arts Festival April 19-22.  
www.mainstreetartsfest.org 817/336-2787 

FRISCO: Arts in the Square Festival April 1. www.frisco 
square.com/aits 469/633-1721 

GRANBURY: Last Saturday Gallery Night April 28.  
817/579-7733 

GRAND PRAIRIE: Concerts in the Park April 6,13, 20, 27.  
The Summit. 972/237-8100 

GRAPEVINE: Blessing of the Vines April14. Historic 
Downtown Grapevine and Delaney Vineyards. www.  
grapevinetexasusa.com 817/410-3185 

GREENVILLE: Audie Murphy Days April 20-21.  
www.cottonmuseum.com 903/450-4502 

HALLETTSVILLE: Texas State Championship Fiddlers 
Frolic and Songwriter Serenade April 26-29. www.  
fiddlersfrolics.com 361/798-2311 

HICO: Billy the Kid Day and Car Show April 7. Historic 
Downtown. www.billythekidmuseum.com 254/796-2523 

IRVING: Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra Perfor
mance April 21. www.lascolinassymphony.org 

LULING: Zedler Mill Classic Canoe Race April 28.  
www.zedlermill.com 830/875-3214, ext. 4 

MCKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days April 13-15.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MCKINNEY: Children of the World Concert April 28.  
www.mckinneyperformingartscenter.org 214/544-4630 

MESQUITE: Real. Texas. Festival. April 27-28. www.  
realtexasfestival.com 972/204-4925 

MOUNT VERNON: Texas State Gospel Singing 
Convention April 13-14. http://gospelsingingconventions.  
com/texasstate.html 817/975-1666 

MUENSTER: Germanfest April 27-29. City Park.  
www.germanfest.net 940/759-2227

PALESTINE: Texas Dogwood Trails Celebration April 1, 
6-8. www.palestinechamber.org 903/729-6066 

ROUND TOP: Spring Antiques Fair April 4-7. www.  
roundtoptexasantiques.com 

SEGUIN: Arts Fest April 1. Various venues. www.visit 
seguin.com 800/580-7322 

SMITHVILLE: Smithville Jamboree April 12-15. Riverbend 
Park. www.jamboreesmithville.com 512/237-3282 

THE COLONY: Spring Eggstravaganza April 5. www.  
visitthecolonytx.com 877/264-4386 

WACO: Waco Cotton Palace Pageant April 27. www.  
wacocottonpalace.org 

WAXAHACHIE: Scarborough Renaissance Festival 
April 7-May 28. www.srfestival.com 972/938-3247 

WEATHERFORD: First Monday Trade Days April 1.  
www.weatherfordparks.com 817/598-4351 

WEIMAR: St. Michael Spring Festival April 22. Weimar 
VFW. 979/725-6714 

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
CARRIZO SPRINGS: Bullnanza April 28. County 
Fairgrounds and Arena. 830/876-5205 

EDINBURG: Market Days April14. Downtown square.  
www.edinburg.com 956/383-4974 

MCALLEN: Music After Hours Outdoor Concert Series 
and Art Walk April 6. Archer Park. www.mcallenchamber.  
com 956/687-2787 

POTEET: Strawberry Festival April 13-15. www.strawberry 
festival.com 888/742-8144 

SAN ANTONIO: Out of the Vault: Celebrating 85 Years 
of Collectingat the WitteMuseumApril 1-29. www.witte 
museum.org 210/357-1900 

SAN ANTONIO: Andy Warhol: Fame and Misfortune 
April 1-May 20. www.mcnayart.org 210/824-5368 

SAN ANTONIO: Valero Texas Open April 19-22.  
www.valerotexasopen.org 

SAN ANTONIO: Fiesta San Antonio April 19-29.  
www.fiesta-sa.org 877/723-4378 

SAN ANTONIO: Fiesta Arts Fair April 21-22. www.fiesta 
artsfair.com 210/224-1848 

WESLACO: Alfresco Weslaco April19. www.weslaconow.  
com 956/969-0838

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 
from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  
Send future event information to: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009; fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, 
Apr, May) Dec l; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep.1.
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tr iper WITH CHET GARNER 

Small-town 
S *t v11 SmithvI e 

Goes Big Time
SMITHVILLE calls itself the "Heart of the Megalopolis" 

because of its proximity to Austin, San Antonio, Houston, 

and Bryan-College Station. However, beyond mere con

venience, there are plenty of reasons to take a day trip 

to this little town on the Colorado River.  

10:00 a.m. Strolling I a spot in the Guinness Book of I 
Main Street, with its old I World Records as the "World's I 

storefronts and fading murals, I Largest Gingerbread Man" I 
I felt like I had been dropped I when created in 2006. The I 
straight into a Norman Rock- I monstrous monument stand- I 
well painting. The bustling I ing today is the metal cookie I 
boulevard is chock-full of an- I sheet used to bake ol' Smitty, I 
tiques shops, but back in the I as I'm sure the real Smitty was 
day, the businesses offered I just too tasty to go to waste.  

everything a small railroad I > 11:30 a.m. Back on 
town needed to survive. I f Main Street, I stepped 

10:30 a.m. To get a into Tom-Kat Paper Dolls, 
1 glimpse into the Smith- owned by world-renowned 

ville of yesteryear, I visited the paper-doll artist 

James H. Long Railroad Park Tom Tierney. Tom

and Museum at the end of 
Main Street. Smithville's boom 
began in the late 1800s when 
the famous Missouri-Kansas
Texas railroad line ("M-K-T" 
or "Katy" for short) decided 
to build a headquarters in 
town. The museum and park 
feature a number of old rail
cars and cabooses that gave 
me a sense of what it was 
like to ride the Katy line.  

11:00 a.m. Right beside 
these relics is a piece of 

Smithville's modern history
"Smitty," the giant ginger
bread man. Standing 20 feet 
tall and weighing more than 
1,300 pounds, Smitty claimed 

76 texashighways.com I APRIL 2012

has honed his 
craft for decades 
and authored 
more than 500 

books containing

Contac 
Smithville 

of Comn 
512/237-23 

smithville

dolls represent

ing everyone 

from Marilyn Monroe to Pres
ident Barack Obama. Tom 
assured me that even boys 
can play with paper dolls, so 
I picked up a collection titled 
Famous Texas Men with Davy 
Crockett and Willie Nelson.  

12:30 p.m. Lunchtime 
led me to Zimmerhan

zel's BBQ, a spot so popular 
with locals that when the own
ers tried to close the doors in

(T 

spared by the wildfires that 

nearly destroyed its neighbor, 
Bastrop State Park. After 
spending some time hiking 
beneath some of the remain
ing "Lost Pines," I rented a 
canoe and paddled around 
Park Lake. At sunset, a chorus 
of frogs began its nightly 
chants, creating an amazing 

symphony of sound.  

7:00 p.m. I made my 
way back to Main Street 

for dinner at the Back Door 
Cafe. Owned by avid mountain 
biker and chef Rob Remlinger, 
the cafe specializes in "hand
made" food and offers only a 
small selection of items every 
night. I couldn't pass up the 
chicken-fried steak (with home
style bacon gravy), and never 
even touched my knife as I 
savored every tender morsel.  

AFTER a day in Smithville, 
it's clear why movie-makers 
flock here to capture small
town America. As Mega
lopolis grows all around it, 
Smithville remains an un
changed utopia. So, whether 
you follow my footsteps or 
forge your own path, I hope 
to see you on the road. TH

2008, the hiatus only lasted six 
weeks before residents demand
ed the owners reopen. My 
whopping plate of brisket, ribs, 
and homemade beef sausage 
was so good, I'm surprised the 
closure lasted even a week.  

1:30 p.m. Hunger gone, 
I decided to check out 

the latest buzz in Smithville
movies, lots of them. Smithville 
has become a hotbed for Holly
wood and independent films 

looking to cap
ture small-town 

t the America. Movie
Chamber making has be
merce, come so com
13; www. mon, in fact, that 
tx.org. seeing the likes 

of Brad Pitt or 
Sandra Bullock 

around town is no big deal 
to locals. I took a self-guided 
movie tour past the homes 
featured in Hope Floats and 
Tree of Life and then headed 
to Pocket's Grille for a slice 
of homemade apple pie and 
an up-close look at the local 
movie memorabilia on display.  

3:30 p.m. I then head
ed to Buescher State 

Park, which was amazingly



Photograph by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

CHIHUAHUAN SUNSET "Photographers send us a lot of sunset 
photos," says TH Photography Editor Griff Smith. "And while they 
can be beautiful, and the silhouettes often compelling, we don't run 
many of them because they usually don't offer a sense of place." But 
even Smith is smitten by the occasional sunset scene, as was the case when 
he captured this image in Big Bend Ranch State Park. "The sun had just set, and 
the colors and depth of the mountains, along with the color of the sky, made 
the scene irresistible," he says. "The key is to wait for the sun to go down and 
to include some recognizable objects in the foreground. The ocotillo in this 
photo establishes the Chihuahuan Desert setting." See texashighways.com/ 
windowontexas for the TH video on sunset photography.

Big Bend Ranch State Park extends from southeast of Presidio to 
near Lajitas. The Sierra Cuchillo Parado mountains lie to the west.  
Call 432/358-4444; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

To order a print of this photograph, call 8661962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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