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Up Front

Can You Find Texas Culture? 
From Abilene to Wi isboro, ow nsandcities a d h state eetom the 

Texas Commissin on the Arts Cultural Districts Progam.

NO the best ways to outwit :he Texas heat on a sul

try summer afternoon is to spend a few hours in a muse

um. Time slows down and takes on a more thoughtful 

dimension. And a museum experience is even more enriching on 

a weekday afternoon because fewer people mean you can proceed 

at a more summery pace as you roam through exhibits. If you time 

your excursion right, you can linger over lunch and fit in a double

header visiting multiple museums in the same neighborhood.  

The Texas Commission on the Arts makes it easier to plan an 

escape to enjoy the state's cultural attractions and institutions 

with its Cultural Districts Program (visit www.arts.texas.gov and 

find out more about this creative program). The TCA has worked 

with local groups to establish 16 cultural districts across the state 

from San Angelo to Winnsboro and Lubbock to McAllen (Houston 

has two culture districts: one for its museums, the other for its

O Where in Texas 
Are You? 

Stery locate 
for you to idenot y in the an 
Texas Highwovs "Where in 1 ex V 
Are You?' contest. In additkif 
to two tickets on Southwest 
Airlines, this year's winner w 
spend a few days in San Anton 
joining a class at the Cdinary 
Institute of America and enjoy
ing dinner at several of the city's 
ou standing rest rantss. Lork ac

to ,, w a Anitou is 'w-, Walk 

the ins de rck 'over of the Sep
tember i;sue, and keep an eye 
on www.texashighways.com.

performing arts). Some districts 

include the mainstream art 

institutions, some include a mix 

of attractions. In Austin, the cul

tural district defines a stretch of 

East Austin, including the George 
Washington Carver Museum 

and Cultural Center.  

Don't overlook the option of a 

quick museum visit. If your sched

ule doesn't permit, you don't have 

to commit to several hours. In c 

the case of Fort Worth's Kimbell 

and Modern, the architecture of 

the buildings themselves demands 

a visit. One example: When I Abilene's Paramount Theater, a 
visit Fort Worth, I always take at classic movie palace, takes center 
least a few minutes to see Anselm stage in Abilene Cultural District.  
Kiefer's painting Papst Alexander 

VI:Die goldene Bull at the Modern. Parking is easy, so a quick trip 

can take just 15 minutes. (When you do have a little time, the 

Modern has a Lucian Freud exhibit running through October.) 

Whether you are motivated or inspired to visit a museum

or just killing time and beating the heat-you will learn more and 

gain a more meaningful perspective during an afternoon escape 

in one of the state's cultural districts.

Charles Lohrmann, Editor-in-Chief 

Follow us onFacebook and Twitter :I

RIVER WALK PHOTO COURTESY SAN ANTONIO CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
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3 2 ito T x as Guadalupe Mountains National 
Park boasts not only the state's tallest peak, 
but the three runners-up as well. With more 
than half of its 86,000 acres designated as 
wilderness, it's an adventurer's paradise.  

Text and photographs by E. DAN KLEPPER

4 2 IAt the George Observatory in 

Brazos Bend State Park, powerful telescopes 
and knowledgeable guides offer stargazers 
a window into the heavens.  

Text by MELISSA GASKILL 
Photographs by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

A photojournalist's river journey 
resumes in the central Red River Valley, taking 
in Lake Texoma, the Denison area, Ivanhoe, 
aid beyond. Along the way, he pays homage 
to both new and abiding attractions.  
Tsxt and photographs by E. DAN KLEPPER
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Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 

Coastal notes and Addison 

, Postcards 
Aquatica's Splashing Debut 

SeaWorld San Antonio's 
new water park offers white 

sandy beaches, touchable 
stingrays, and rip-roaring 
rides. Plus: Grapevine's Old 

West-inspired glockenspiel; 
Amarillo's RV Museum; and 

Gladewater's new perform

ing and visual arts venue.  

TH Taste 
Breaking Bread in Bastrop 
Bastrop's dining scene ranges 

from a European-style bakery 

and cafe to a steakhouse with 

a piano bar and cigar lounge.  

Menu choices include bison

scaloppini and 12-inch griddle 
cakes. Plus: A New York-style 

deli in Houston.  

Weekender 
Homeward Bound 

A native revisits Amarillo and 
finds that -enovated down
town buildings and eclectic 
eateries mix well with the 
enduring appeal of Route 66 

and Palo Duro Canyon.  

5"1 Speaking of Texas 
The Streets of Laredo 
With endless variations and 
reinventicns, this border bal

lad has made Laredo's name 

known around the world.  

I TH Traveler 
A roundup of August events 
Tex-Mex musical traditions

and South American dance 

team up during San Antonio's 

Fiesta Noche del Rio, and the 
Westfest Polka Festival in 
West offers polka, kolaches, 
and all things Czech.  

TH Daytripper 
Life is Good in Spicewood 
After savoring fresh-roasted 
coffee, barbecued ribs, local 
wines, a roadhouse burger, 
zip-line adventures, and a 
dip in Krause Springs, Chet 
Garner confirms Spicewood 

residents' proud refrain.  

Window on Texas 
Shedding Light on the Past 
A waste flake at the Gault 
Site north of Florence 
provides clues about early 
humans in Central Texas.

C

About Our Covers 
FRONT: Seeing Gorman Falls in Colorado 
Bend State Park should rank high on 
every Texan's bucket list. Park staff offer 
guided tours to the 65-foot plunge.  
Photo Laurence Parent 

BACK: Many guests bring their own tele
scopes and laser pointers to the George 
Observatory's Saturday-evening stargaz
ing sessions. Photo by J. Griff is Smith 

Photographic 
Prints Available 
Some images in this issue, including the 
front cover, are available as prints in two 
distinctive formats. For more information, 
call toll-free 866/962-1191, or visit www.  
texashighwaysprints.com.
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... but what you will remember most is the warm West Texas hospitality.  

BIG BEND is Texas' vast backyard playground. Hike, canoe, raft, ride horses, mountain bike, 
explore back country roads or just relax and soak up spectacular National Park landscapes.  
www. visitbigbend. com 

Make ALPINE the center of your attention. Natural bey 
nightlife and shopping, and a grand array of hotels an 
make this the perfect staging grounds for your West TE 
www. visitalpinetx. com

,0 i'~llO5

FORT DAVIS, Naticnal Historic Site, Davis Mountains 
State Park, McDonald Observatory, the Nature Center and 

a vast array of activitiEs for all to enjoy. Over 250 rooms, 
quaint restaurants and unique shopping, equals fun for all! 

www.fortdavis.comn 

ODESSA is the gateway to Big Bend and all the scenic wonders 
'me Qto~e~ifat of West Texas. Enjoy a Shakespearean play, study the history of 

ranching and experience warm West Texas hospitality 
www. odessacvb. com 

MARFA defies easy explaration, yet any google search 
yields thousands of opinions. Marfa is tough to get to
tougher still to explain. BLt once you arrive, you get it.  

www. visitmarfa. com

Top Photo Jim Bones

MIDLAND is Your Window to the West-a great starting 
point for your trip to West Texas! The Midland International 
Airport is the closest airport to Big Bend Na:ional Park.  
www. visitmidlandtexas. com 

Enjoy the restored FORT STOCKTON, Museum, 
Historic Sites, Ste. Geneviev: Wines, 18-hole 

Municipal Golf Course, 17 Mo-els, RV Sites, 32 
Restaurants, Unique Shopping ard so much more!!! 

www. tourtexas. comilortstockton

MIDLAND 

Guadalupe Mtns 
National Park 285 ODESSA 

54 

20 385 

18 67 

*v FORT STOCKTON 

FORT DAVIS 6 

ALPINE ;85 

MARFA 

MR ATHON 
90 

iuty, unique 118 
Pr idic 

d guest lodging . Bend Ranch 

;xas adventure. ltLAITAS TERLING 

BIG BEND 
NATIONAL
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George Bush Presidential 
Library and Museum 

College Station, Texas 979-691-4000

Downtown Art Gallery 
Local Artists, Affordable 

979-836-1622

ME HAM 

Texas Ranger Day 
Big Star Texas Night 

Aug.11- Gary R Nunn 
979-289-2159

Barn Dance Gala Martha's Bloomers 
Oct. 20 Bret Graham Boutique, Tea Room, Garden Center 

979-289-3378 Navasota, Texas 936-825-7400

VIsrrBRENHAMTBXAS.COM 
FOR A VE Vism$'s CO u, cGi-1-800-509-1752 

Halfway between Houston and Austin on Hwy. 290
MEMBER, INTERNATIONAL REGIONAL MAGAZINE ASSOCIATION
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Talk
Island Escape 

Erich Schlegel's article about Mata

gorda Island [June] brought back a great 

memory. In 1999, we took our bikes on 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

ferry that used to run from Port O'Connor 

to Matagorda Island. We visited the light

house, the beach, and the airfield. There 

were wildflowers and blooming cactus. It 

was a wonderful day.  

KATHYHELDMAN 

EDITOR'S NOTE: These days, you can 
reach Matagorda Island by pri
vate or charter boat only. The 

Port O'Connor Chamber of 

Commerce website (www.  

portoconnor.com) includes 

a list of fishing guides who 

offer shuttles to the island.  

Bay Watch 
Your June cover story, "Bayside Bliss;" 

hit very close to home. The term "bay rats" 

affectionately describes those of us who 

flee the hustle and bustle of Houston for 

the much more tranquil pace of communi

ties like Shoreacres, La Porte, and Morgan's 

Point. We love TH, and hesitate to point out 

a slight geographical error in the article.  

The bay waters from Texas City to Mor

gan's Point are properly known as Upper 

Galveston Bay, not West Bay. The latter 

name applies to the narrow inland bay be

tween Galveston and San Luis Pass.  

ED BLUESTEIN, JR., Morgan's Point 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Galveston Bay sys
tem does indeed include West Bay, as Mr.  

Bluestein describes. Author John T. Davis 

says he used the term "West Galveston Bay" 

o CONTACT TH 

We want to hear from you! Send feedback and rec
ommendations to: Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009. Email: letters05latexashighways.com. We re
serve the right to edit items. Because we're unable to check 
out every recommendation, and because hours vary and de
tails can change, please call ahead for more information.  

PLEASE PASS THIS MAGAZINE ALONG K 
PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER

11 Q\~l n 

c 

'C

' '; 

in ageneric, landlubber sense, to give the 
reader a general geographic reference.  

I question the inclusion of Hurricane 

Allen in your listing of hurricanes that the 

West Galveston Bay area has weathered.  

The center of Hurricane Allen came ashore 

near Port Mansfield, some 300 miles south

west of Galveston Bay, and continued its 

westward track into northern Mexico, 
never coming anywhere close to Galves

ton. While the Galveston Bay area may have 

had some unusually high tides and some 
rain as the storm approached the coast, at 

that distance, I doubt that Allen had any

truly noteworthy effects on the weather 

near Galveston Bay.  

RICHARD BROTZMAN, Harlingen 

EDITOR'S NOTE: You're right, Mr.  
Brotzman; Hurricane Allen's path didn't 
take it directly over Galveston Bay. How
ever, according to Doug Briggs of the Bay 

Area Houston Convention & Visitors Bu
reau, "Before making land at Port Mans

field (as a Category 3 storm), Allen was a 

Cat5 monster, with its "strong side" storm 

bands sweeping 350 miles to the north, 
which brought heavy rain and wind to the 

upper Texas and Louisiana coasts."

OTH READER 
RECOMMENDATION

l's

MY TEENAGE son and I visited the 
Cavanaugh Flight Museum in Addison.  

We went with my mother, who learned 

to fly in the 1930s and worked in an ar
maments plant during World War II.  

This gem has four immaculate hangars 

and a ramp full of about 50 beautifully 

restored and mostly airworthy military 

aircraft going back to World War I. It's 

staffed by dedicated and knowledgeable 

volunteers, many of whom actually flew,

and still fly, the aircraft. It has a remark

able art gallery of limited-edition military

aviation prints, many signed by their fa

mous crews. The real treat was the chance 

to go inside a flyable B-24 Liberator and 

the only B-29 Superfortress still flying.  

TOM WALKER, Bryan 

Cavanaugh Flight Museum is at 4572 

Claire Chennoult, 972/380-8800; www.  
cavanoughflightmuseum.com.  
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Aquatica's Splashing Debut 
SeaWorld San Antonio's new water park offers 20 acres of wet-and-wild activities Text by SHERYL SMITH-RODGERS

'M NO SCAREDY CAT. BUT I COULDN'T 
help feeling a tad nervous while wait

ing to take off aboard an inflatable 

raft at Stingray Falls, one of six enormous 

water rides at SeaWorld's new Aquatica 

in San Antonio. Not my husband, James, 
who sat across from me, with his long 

legs stretched parallel to mine, raring to 

go. "Hang on!" yelled a lifeguard before 

giving our big, vinyl craft a hard shove.  

6 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012

As James and I shot into a multicolored, 
serpentine cylinder, I gripped a handle on 

top of the raft with one hand and used the 

other to hold onto my glasses. Wet lenses 

or not, I wanted to immerse myself in the 

new aquatic park.  

As our raft jetted through the gi

gantic pipe, air blasted my face and 

water splashed all over us. Curve after 

curve, bump after bump, I held on tight.

Finally, a waterfall deluged our raft be

fore we floated into a calm canal that 

led to the ride's grand finale. Thank good

ness for my glasses, or I'd have missed see

ing the cownose 

stingrays and one of Aquatica San 
colorful trop- Antonio's signature rides, 
ical fish that Stingray Falls takes riders 
glided in aquaria under aquaria filled with 
over our heads stingrays and tropical fish.

0 
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in an underwater grotto. Awesome! 

Used to be, visitors to SeaWorld could 

break away from marine shows, animal 

exhibits, and roller coasters to cool off in 

a big wave pool at a water park called the 

Lost Lagoon. The attraction, which also 

had a few tube rides, closed last Septem

ber so that engineers and marinebiologists 

could develop Aquatica, a snazzy resort 

park that boasts white, sandy beaches, 
cabana rentals, touchable stingrays, shal

As our raft jetted 
through the gigantic pipe, 

air blasted my face 
and water splashed 

all over us.  

low pools for kids, and rip-roaring rides.  

Holding hands like teenagers, James and 

I hotfooted it around the 20-acre tropical 

oasis and played in the water for hours.  

After first stashing our stuff in a locker, 
we headed for Ke-Re Reef for a sting

rayencounter (for an extra $25 each). Ani

mal husbandry assistant Destinie Tala

mantez led our group to a quick shower 

area and into a sandy, manmade cove.  

Around the cove's perimeter, other visi

tors leaned over a rock wall to touch the 

free-swimming rays.  

"Thebestwayto feed themisto place the 

fish between your fingers and let the ani

mal suck it up as it swims by," Talamantez 

explained, as dozens of rays swam around 

us. "These are mostly cownose stingrays, 
which are found in the western Atlantic 

Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. Stingrays 

in Aquatica don't have any predators and 

their barbs don't have any nerve endings, 
so we trim the barbs off like fingernails, 
which makes the stingrays safe to touch."

52fo H g cen 

TwT ta i nsp rss
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Like eagerpuppies, severalraysbumped 

against my waist. My knees and hips, too.  

One vacuumed up the smelt between my 

fingers while another skimmed between 

my legs. I laughed as I ran my hand across 

its smooth, slippery back. Another woman 

in the water squealed with surprise when 

a ray nosed her stomach.  

"We only have females in this pool to 

keep everything peaceful," Talamantez

said, as I held out another smelt under 

the water. Whoosh-a ray gulped it down.  

"We keep the males in another pool. In 

this pool, we also have a few southern 

stingrays, which can grow to more than 

five feet wide." 

After 20 minutes or so, our visit with 

the rays ended. But onward to the 

rides! First, James and I tackled Woo

Hoo Falls, two sky-high flumes that

dump one-per- Walkabout Waters 
son tubes into immerses guests in fun 
a shallow pool. with geysers, sprays, and 
Holding tightly giant dumping buckets.  
onto the raft han

dle, I whizzed down my curving chute 

and landed with a big splash in the pool.  

Rats! James beat me down his chute.  

Aquatica boasts 
white, sandy beaches, 

cabana rentals, 
touchable stingrays, 

shallow pools for kids, 
and rip-roaring rides.  

We high-tailed it back up the four 

flights of stairs to Kiwi Curl, a pair of 

twisty body slides. On my back, I folded 
my arms across my chest and slid at 

top speed through the watery channel 

before splashing into the pool. On his 

slide, James did the same.

8 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012
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GET THE NEWSSTAND SPECIAL!

NEWS 

TAND 

sib e to 

lexas 

Highways 
Just $15.95!* 

Join uS! Get 12 issues chock-full 
of Texas' best getaways, events, attrac
tions, and natural wonders.  

Limited Offer! A one-year 
introductory subscription to Texas 
Highways magazine is just $15.95 with 
this special... .that's only $1.33 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 
members, and business associates 
all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 
Magazine. New U.S. gift orders are also 
just $15.95 with this special.  

To order by phone, call 

1-800-839-4997 
and ask for promo code 6208NS 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Central 
Sat & Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa - MasterCard 
Discover -American Express 

This offer expires 8/30/13 and cannot be combined 
with other offers. First-time U.S. customers only.  

International subscriptions are $29.95 each and must 
be prepaid. Call 386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.  

Digital editions also available! 
For details and pricing see: 

www.texashighways.com

~YES! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME_

Address 

Cit _____________ State _____ZipSA E v#V/ 

E-mail address StateZp__AVE___% 

Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email. OFF N EWSSTAND! 
just $15.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription!* ihe maletu ti or father.  
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

* This offer expires August 30, 2013 and cannot be combined with other offers. First-time U.S. customers only.  
International subscriptions are $29.95 each and must be prepaid. Call 386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.

F i&l

GIVE TEXAS HIGHWAYS TO A FRIEND! 

YES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! Just $15.95 for 
Please prit U.Sorde 
MY NAME (International 

subscriptions are $29.95.)

City State Zip 

E-mail address 

Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via e-mail.  

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:

SA 
OFF 
Simply 
the mai

RECIPIENT'S NAME We'll sen 

Address directly t 

For faste 
City State _Zip 1-800-8 
To include more gifts, enclose a list.  

* This offer expires August 30, 2013 and cannot be combined with other offers. First-time U.S. customers only.  
International subscriptions are $29.95 each and must be prepaid. Call 386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.

VE 66% 
NEWSSTAND! 
return this order form in 
1-we'll bill you later.  

d a card announcing your gift 
o your recipient.  

r service, please call 

39-4997.  

F208NA
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Postcards

Gunfightin' Clock 
Grapevine's new glockenspiel has a Texas twis

GRAPEVINE'S NEWEST ATTRACTION-A 40,000
square-foot Convention & Visitors Bureau and museum/gallery 

space-draws visitors in with a bang. A few minutes before 
noon and 6:00 p.m. every day, a train whistle announces an 
altercation between two would-be train robbers in the 
building's one-of-a-kind glockenspiel.  

Like most glockenspiels (loosely defined as i 
clocks featuring finely tuned bells and figures 
that appear at designated times), Grapevine's 
glock chimes, but its two gunfighters-clocking 
in at nine feet tall and about 250 pounds each
offer extra excitement. They reside in a 127-foot-tall tower 
inspired by a clock tower in Grapevine's sister city in West 
Lothian, Scotland.  

The animatronic gunfighters debuted on May 18 during the 
city's annual Main Street Days, as part of the new building's 
grand opening. "The glockenspiel reflects the Western lore 
that people outside of Texas have in their minds," says CVB 
Communications Manager Leigh Lyons, "and ours is the 
only one with would-be train robbers. It's a traditional glock-

1 100 

100 j5~ 40~U 

30 

3010

enspiel, but with a Texas twist." Nine-foot-tall, animatronic 
In addition to :he clock tower, rain robbers emerge twice 

the building's exterior boasts six daily from Grapevine's one
different facades t hat span Grape- of-a-kind clock tower.  
vine's historical highlights. Fea
tured facades indude the Land Patent Building, marking the 

Twice daily, a train whistle announces 

an altercation between two 
would-be train robbers in the building's 

one-of-a-kind glockenspiel.  

arrival of Grapevine's first settlers in 1844; and the 1888 Cotton 
Belt Railroad Hotel, commemorating the arrival of the railways.  
Inside, the first floor houses the visitor information center and gal

lery space for rotating art exhibits; 
Grapevine's new visitors cen- museum exhibits will be added later.  
ter hassixfacadestoreflect Call 817/410-3185; www.Grape 
the city's historical highlights. vineTexasUSA.com. -Claire Ronner

At HooRoo Run, we draped ourselves 

across a two-seater, figure-eight tube.  

Then we blasted through a dim tunnel 

that opened to blue skies. But not for 

long. Wham! A curtain of water caught 

us unaware.  

"Ready to ride Walhalla Wave?" James

I 

0 

0 
_

asked. I nodded gamely. On ourway across 

the grounds, landscaped with palms, can

nas, lantanas, and plumbagos, we passed 

sun worshippers in lounge chairs at Big 

Surf Shores, a wave pool with huge waves.  

Over at Loggerhead Lane, park-goers on 

tubes floated lazily around a watery loop

rigged with jet tunnels, foam shooters, 
and misters. At Walkabout Waters, we 
saw kids and adults romping inside a 

three-story, brightly colored funhouse 

outfitted with geysers, sprays, dumping 

buckets, and slides.  

On a walkway between two play pools,

AUGUST 2012 | texashighways.com 9
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Postcards

a small crowd surrounded ablack-headed 

gray goose waddling on the grounds.  

"This is 'Aloha,' my best friend," said 

Jason Medina, a senior aviculturist with 

SeaWorld. "She's a Nene goose that 

hatched here in February. Her species 

is threatened; it's only found in Hawaii.  

Her wings are shorter than those of 

other geese because Nene geese don't 

migrate for long distances."

There was no more time to hear more 

about Aloha, one of several animals that 

visitors can meet close-up at Aquatica.  

Up ahead, our last ride-the much talked

about and extremely popular Walhalla 

Wave-beckoned. The six-story maze 

of twists and turns offers riders a sense 

of weightlessness. Uh, oh, more stairs! 

Nine flights, to be exact. James and I 

scampered up, and then boarded a clover-

/ 9 

Welcome to our 

Zeitmaschinec 
Next stop 1846.  

Our German heritage and national history are very much 
alive here You'll see it in the architecture of our town buildings

unique Sunday 
it at the Vereins 
Living History Fa 
LBJ's Texas Whit 
it in the food. C

Houses and quaint country schoolhouses. Explore 
Kirche, our Pioneer Museum, the Sauer-Beckmann 
rm, The National Museum of the Pacific War and 
e House. And hear it in the music and even taste 
ome. And don't forget to bring your curiosity. *

Vi sit Fred ericks bu rgTX.com | 866 997 3600 

Fredericksburg 
THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY ro 

German Heritage.Texan Hospitality.

shaped, four-seat- Aquatica's Walhalla 

er raft. With a Wave includes a double 
shove, the lifeguard loop, a 50-degree drop, 
rocketed us down and a sail up a three

the channel, where story, zero-gravity wall.  
we whipped back 
and forth until a curve shot us straight 

up a zero-gravity wall. Oh my goodness! I 

screamed as we paused in mid-air, then 

slid back down and through awaterytube.  

"Want to ride it again?" James asked 

after we'd splashed into the awaiting 

pool at ride's end. It took me about 10 

seconds to answer in the affirmative.., 

[More Postcards on page 12 0 

Aquatica San Antonio 
is within SeaWorld San Antonio, at 10500 
SeaWorld Dr. To enter the water park, visitors 
must purchase tickets to both SeaWorld and 

Aquatica. A one-day ticket to both parks 
costs $79.99 plus tax for adults, and $69.99 
plus tax for ages 3 through 9. A one-year pass 
to both parks costs $129.99 plus tax for ages 
3 and older. For information about swimwear, 
lockers, park restaurants, the ice-chest 
policy, and parking, call 800/700-7786; 
www.aquaticasanantonio.com.
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Amarillo's RV Museum 
Road-tested collectibles reveal Mid-Century history 

STRAINS OF THE SONG "I'VE BEEN EVERYWHERE" FILL 
Amarillo's new RV Museum, and indeed, the 17 vintage rec
reational vehicles on display-some of them dating to the 1930s
would impress most road warriors.  

"We've been restoring and collecting these for about 25 years, 
knowing we wanted to do this," says Trent Sisemore, a former Ama
rillo mayor whoopened the free museum this year with his father, RV 
dealer Jack Sisemore. "We just wanted to share them with people." 

Exhibits in the 6,000-square-foot building behind Jack Sisemore 
Traveland rotate, but recently included a 1921 motorhome made by 
Anheuser-Busch, one of the oldest motorhomes in the world; a 1937 
Kozy Kamp, one of the first popup trailers ever built; a 1946 Kit Manu
facturing teardrop trailer built with World War II surplus aluminum; 
a 1953 Fleetwood purchased at a gas station from an 84-year-old 
woman traveling across the country; and a 1967 VW "hippie bus." 

Perhaps the prize RV is the gleaming, red-and-white 1948 Flxible 
bus used in the 2006 movie RV, starring Robin Williams. You can 
walk inside and examine the orange interiorand kitchen. In fact, almost

all the RVs can be explored inside, and After its appearance in 
they're decorated with period objects. A the 2006 movie RV, this 
Borden's milk bottle perches on the 1953 1948 Flxible bus made its 
Fleetwood's counter, and in a 1976 Argosy, way from Hollywood to 
a Kodak instant camera sits on the table. Amarillo's new RV Museum.  

Jack collects motorcycles as well, and 
has installed about a dozen of his avorites in the museum. At the 
back of the building, the Sisemores built a replica of a 1930s gas sta
tion, which includes round-toppec pumps, a vintage cash register, 
vending machines, and an old Coca-Cola cooler.  

The RV Museum is behind Jack Sisemore Traveland at 4341 
Canyon Dr. in Amarillo. Call 806/358-4891; www.rvmuseum.net.  

-Helen Bryant

AUGUST 2012 1 texashighways.com 11



ADD A LITTLE ZEST TO YOUR TEXAS VACATION 

in Beaumont. Experience pure Texas hospitality 
mixed with a twang of Cajun swing. Enjoy the 
great outdoors, historic home tours, delicious 
cuisine, and great shopping. Start planning now, 
the discoveries in Beaumont are endless.
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Postcards 

The Whisenhunt 
Center 

A former church in Gladewater 
offers performances and galleries

TWICE A MONTH, The Center's auditorium 
a 430-seat sanc- features15 bronzes by 
tuary-turned-per- artist Bill Mack, including 
forming-and-visu- America, a depiction of 
al-arts-venue in the Statueof Liberty.  

Gladewater hosts 

varied genres from Western swing and 

gospel to blues and tribute bands honoring 
the likes of Frank Sinatra and the Beatles.  

The auditorium boasts original stained 
glass windows and the

ater-style seating, with 
relief sculptures by 

Minnesota artist Bill 

Mack lining the walls.  
The former church was 

built in 1935, the same year that Catherine 

Joan Sturkie and her family moved to the oil 
boomtown of Gladewater. Sturkie bought the 

venerable building four years ago. After add

ing state-of-the art sound and lighting sys
tems, she opened the Whisenhunt Center 

last year. Sturkie's collection of some 300 

works-by such artists as Sharie Hatchett 

Bohlmann, Michael Godard, Pino, and Peter 

Max-fill an on-site gallery and other spaces.  
Sturkie recently restored a nearby struc

ture on Main Street for use as an annex 

gallery and meeting space. The Whisenhunt 
Center is located at 201 E. Quitman St. Call 
903/738-0277 or 903/241-2049; www.  
whisenhuntcenter.com. -Randy Mallory

12 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012
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Breaking 
Bread in 
Bastrop 

From chocolate croissants to 
burgers and bison scaloppine, 
Bastrop restaurateurs know 

the way to your heart 

Text by JUNE NAYLOR

B REAKFAST TURNS OUT TO BE, IN TRUTH, 
the most important meal of the day in Bastrop.  

To ease into the rhythms of this town, roughly 

a half-hour's drive into the countryside east of Austin, you owe 
it :o yourself to start your visit over a morning meal at one of its cafds.  

I made this discovery during a recent weekend: Just an hour into my breakfast 
at Olde World Bakery & Cafe, tucked into a small complex of restored wooden 
buildings in historic downtown, I learned all I'd need to know about spending 
my days and evenings in Bastrop. As I enjoyed a breeze off the Colorado River 
and lingered over quiche and coffee, I met friendly locals who shared the delights 
waiting in their hometown, which they're proudly restoring to normalcy after the 
area's devastating wildfires last summer.  

Soon I had a list of shops and live-music venues to investigate, plus pleny of places 
to enjoy good food. But first I chatted with Olde World Bakery owner-chef Daniel Pa
checo, who wound up in Bastrop after training with French pastry experts and run
ning bakeries in Austin, New York City, and Silver City, 
New Mexico. When he and his wife, Donna, returned to Lauded for its 12-inch pancakes, 
Texas a few years ago, they found Austin too crowded Maxine's on Main also pleases 
and looked east to Bastrop. The couple opened the res- diners with lunch and dinner 
taurant in November of 2011. options, including shrimp-and

"I like the intimacy here. It's quiet, and life is a little grits and chicken-fried steak.  

AUGUST 2012 1 texashighways.com 13
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Fun so close 
you can smell it.  
If you think you have to venture 

to some far off land for a far 

out adventure, think again.  

Thrill-seeking excitement is 

as close as New Braunfels.  

Experience an African safari, go 

spelunking through deep caves, catch 

air with extreme wakeboarding (no 

boat required) and much, much 

more. Of course, you'll want to wind 

down with a signature float on our 

lackadaisical rivers and spring-fed 

waters. If this all doesn't sound quite 

Texan enough, there's plenty of two

steppin' and live music to be had too.  

So, no need to look far and wide 

for exciting adventures. Come 

jump in at New Braunfels. Halfway 

between Austin and San Antonio, 

all the way to summer fun! 

New Braunfels 

jump in.  

(800) 572-2626 1 nbjumpin.com 

14 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012

Taste

easier here, and then I found 

this quaint, old building, and 
it just felt right," Pacheco 

said. "We make everything 

from scratch, with no preser

vatives, all with wholesome 

ingredients. It's very labor

intensive, and we feel lucky 

to have a health-conscious 

clientele that really appreci

ates what we're doing." 

Count me among the 

appreciators: I marveled at 

Pacheco's chocolate crois

sants, which featured golden

brown, feather-light layers of 

buttered pastry that flaked 

away as I worked toward the 

dark chocolate center. Next, I 

enjoyed a slice of quiche that 

blended tomato, spinach, and 

feta with fluffy clouds of egg 

atop a crust that crumbled 

at the nudge of my fork. The 

quiche works beautifully for 

breakfast, as well as for lunch, 
when menu items also include hand

crafted pizzas, black-bean burritos, pas

tas, sandwiches, and soups.  

My favorite lunch in Bastrop, though, 
turned out to be just a short walk from 

Olde World to Main Street, where most 

of the town's dining jewels cluster. Reg

ulars file into Baxters On Main as often 

as once a week, taking tables in a space 

formerly occupied by a dry goods store 

and, later, a butcher shop. Recently re

stored, the handsome 1890 building fea

tures exposed brick walls, 20-foot ceil

ings, and recycled antique windows 

along the front facade.  

Baxters wowed me with a stellar burger.  

A half-pound, hand-shaped patty, cooked 

exactly medium-rare as requested, sat 

on a slightly sweet onion roll with slices 

of avocado and coarsely crumbled feta.  

Since it was too big to eat by hand, I 

dug in with fork and knife, pausing only 

to take bites of the thick, hand-sliced 

potato chips alongside.  

Evenings at Baxters begin early, thanks

to the recent addi- In an 1890 building on 

tion of a cozy bar Bastrop's Main Street, 
area tucked into a Baxters offers carefully 
front corner of the prepared cuisine and an 

restaurant. Guests extensive wine list.  
chat over flutes of 

prosecco or glasses of malbec before 

claiming their dinner tables and lingering 

over such appetizers as crab cakes with 

Cajun lobster sauce and entrees like bison 

scaloppini with Marsala beurre rouge 

or grilled amberjack with lemongrass

tomato sauce.  

But I had other plans for the evening 

meal: A supremely impressive dinner, 
after a long walk alongside the Colorado 

River, awaited at Hasler Brothers Steak

house, also on Main Street. Nestled in a 

19th-Century building that once housed 

a mercantile, Hasler Brothers offers a 

piano bar, a sophisticated dining room, 
and a cigar lounge.  

Sipping an expertly made gin martini 

with a twist, served icy-cold, I settled 

into studying a menu full of prime steak



selections, along with grilled double lamb 

chops, rock lobster tail, and a few well

selected fish dishes. As lovely as was the 
well-marbled rib-eye devoured by my din

nermate, my salmon filet lavished with a 

bit of lobster tail, crab meat, and capers 

in a lemony cream sauce sent me into a 
moment of eye-rolling reverie. Our sides 

of crisp haricots verts; crunchy, buttery 

Soon I had a list 
of shops and live-music 
venues to investigate, 
plus plenty of places to 

enjoy good food.  

asparagus spears; and browned, tender 

skillet potatoes were excellent, as well.  

Another evening's suppertime found 
me at Maxine's on Main, a spot cele

brated by locals as having one of the best 

breakfasts in town. It turns out that the 
day's first meal is not Maxine's only forte.  
After a regular tipped me off to Maxine's 

weekend dinner menu, my friend and I 
found ourselves munching on fried pickle 

spears, cloaked in golden, crunchy jack

ets, while we sorted out the selections.  
Though my friend raved about her hand
battered chicken-fried steak, I focused on 

my massive serving of rich, cheesy grits 
mounded with seared jumbo shrimp, a 
Southern specialty made even more au

thentic by a side of collard greens.  

Charmed by Maxine's congenial 

spirit and unpretentious setting-think 

130-year-old pine floors and wrought

iron decor-we returned the follow
ing morning for that vaunted breakfast.  

As we'd been warned, we waited in line 
for 15 minutes or so for a table, cooling 

our heels on sidewalk benches while we 

watched shops prepare to open along the

AUGUST 2012 1 texashighways.com 15
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Deli Delights Ii'.  
Houston's Kenny & Ziggy's 

IN A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH A FRIEND, A FAN OF REUBEN 
sandwiches who once frequented Austin's now-shuttered Katz's Deli, I discov

ered that authentic, New York-style delis aren't as common in Texas as I imag
ined. In fact, according to third-generation deli man and Houston restaurateur 

Ziggy Gruber, they're disappearing across the United States, a culinary sea 
change that has seen the pool shrink from some 3,000 in New York alone in the 

Deli Heyday of the 1940s and '50s to roughly 120 in North America today.  
"What happened is that a lot of immigrants came to this country during that 

period, and like many new 
immigrant groups, they 

opened restaurants," 

says Gruber, who opened 

Kenny & Ziggy's New 

York Delicatessen Res
taurant in 1999, just east 

of Houston's Galleria.  
"Then over the years, 
new generations sought 

out other careers and 

gave up the deli business.  

Canyouhandlea "Lots of places serve corned-beef sandwiches," Gru

chocolatebabkaafter ber continues. "But a true New York deli is about Jew

thispiled-highsandwich ish cuisine. Take a look at the menu, and you should see 

of corned-beef and Eastern European specialties such as Hungarian gou

turkey,withSwiss? lash, stuffed cabbage, and blintzes-and everything will 
be made in-house." 

Is a Jewish deli necessarily kosher? The answer is no. "Kenny & Ziggy's, 
because we have dairy as well as meat products, is not technically kosher," 

says Gruber. "Plus, we are open on Fridays and Saturdays; a kosher deli 

would be closed those days." 

That means, in the case of Kenny & Ziggy's, that diners have more opportu

nities to explore both the decor (the walls are plastered with Broadway play- _ 

bills and signed caricatures of such famous clientele as Phyllis Diller and John 

Leguizamo) and the menu-which is chockfull of specialties such as grilled 
liver-and-onions, Romanian chicken fricassee, noodle kugel, and a grain-and
pasta dish called kasha varnishkas. For dessert, K & Z's offers temptations like 
Russian chocolate babko, black-and-white cookies, and a chocolate blackout 
cake that pays homage to the revered Brooklyn bakery Ebinger's, which closed 
in 1972 (and of which fans still speak with revered, hushed tones).  

"Our number one dish is the pastrami sandwich," says Gruber. " We cure 

the meat for 45 days, roll it in spices, smoke it for about five hours, then 
steam it for another six hours until it is soft. At the end, it has this savory, 
smoky, almost sweet flavor that is unbelievable." 

Kenny & Ziggy's is at 2327 Post Oak Blvd. in Houston. Call 713/871-8883; 
www.kennyandziggys.com. -Lori Moffatt
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main drag. After Hand-tossed pizzas, 

settling in at our artisan breads, quiches, 

table and mulling and French-style pastries 

over menu items star at Bastrop's Olde 

like eggs Bene- World Bakery.  
dict and break

fast tacos, I chose the popular Texas 

Scramble, a mound of eggs prepared with 

crumbled bacon, hash browns, sauteed 

onion, and jalapeno that was blanketed in 

melted cheddar cheese and served with a 

tender biscuit the size of my fist.  

The twelve-inch griddle cake, a colos

sal pancake for which Maxine's is famous, 
would have to wait for another day. That's 

fine, too, because that's the breakfast that 

will start my next weekend in Bastrop.  

Plenty of friendly folks at the next table 

will surely be able to help me plot my stay 

in the most enjoyable way.  

Dining in Bastrop 
Olde World Bakery & Cafe, 
601-D Chestnut Street. Call 512/321-3676.  

Baxters On Main, 919 Main Street, 512/321
3577; www.baxtersonmain.com.  

Hasler Brothers Steakhouse, 931 Main Street, 
512/321-1171; www.haslerbrothers.com.  

Maxine's on Main, 905 Main Street, 
512/303-0919; www.maxinesonmain.com.  

For other options, call 512/303-0904; www.  
visitbastrop.com.
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Located just 90 minutes west of Fort 
Worth in the beautiful North Texas Hill 
Country, Graham is the perfect place to 
escape life's hustle and bustle. Discover 
new trails for hiking, horseback riding, 
or mountain biking. Shop America's 
Largest Downtown Square 

cr explore Texas history 
with a walking or driving 
tour. Graham has 
something 
for everyone! .
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Homeward 

Bound 
A native returns to Amarillo 
to discover what's old is new 

Text by SHERI ALZEERAH

YTHIC TEXAS ISN'T HARD TO COME BY IN MY p 
hometown of Amarillo. After spending much time xs 7 

out of the state, I recently landed home in the Rick d d 

Husband International Amarillo Airport-or rather, a $52 million 

remodel of the local airport.  

As a gateway into the city, the airport now impresses travelers with a 46,000-square

foot passenger concourse, numerous floor-to-ceiling windows, glass-walled boarding 

bridges, and a seven-foot bronze statue honoring the late astronaut Rick Husband, an 

Amarillo native who died in 2003 aboard the Space Shuttle Columbia.  

From the airport, I drove west on Interstate 40 to check out new developments else

where in the city. First, I headed downtown, a 120-block 

district of low- and high-rise commercial buildings, res- Elements of Pueblo Deco 

taurants, trees, and small patches of green space. Ama- architecture prevail in structures 

rillo itself developed in the late 1880s as a hub of the Fort throughout downtown Amarillo, 
Worth and Denver City Railway, and soon made a name including the new Courtyard hotel, 

for itself as one of the world's busiest cattle-shipping which recently opened in the 1927 

points. The beef industry is still central to Amarillo's Fisk Medical Arts Building.
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identity, as witnessed by the city's many 
steakhouses and barbecue joints. But 
today's uptick in energy owes as much to 
historic preservation as it does to cattle.  

Many of the buildings downtown 
exemplify a style of architecture known as 
"Pueblo Deco," a blend of Art Deco's geo
metric shapes with Southwestern-inspired 
design elements. For example, architect 

The 1927 Fisk Medical 
Arts Building recently 

reopened as downtown's 
first boutique hotel.  

Guy Carlander incorporated native flora 
designs, like yucca flowers, into a terracotta 
relief on the 1938 White & Kirk building at 
Sixth Avenue and Polk Street (now a bank 
and the headquarters of the Panhandle's 
NPR station). Other 1930s structures, such 
as the Amarillo branch of the S.H. Kress 
department-store chain (now a furniture 
store) and Levine's Department Store 
building, boast colorful tiles that were 
inspired by Native American motifs.  

"Historic preservation is a big thing 
for us," says Beth Duke, executive direc
tor of Center City of Amarillo, a group 
committed to revitalizing downtown.  
"We want to reuse all of these great 
buildings. Someone just has to have the 
imagination to rethink them." 

One recent restoration-of the 1927 
Fisk Medical Arts Building into down
town's first boutique hotel, the Court
yard Amarillo Downtown-brings new 
vibrancy to the area. From the outside, 
the 107-room, 11-story hotel reminded me 
of a cake-red bricks join delicate white 
details on the building's crown, and at 
night, lights highlight its elegant lines.  

Inside, the hotel's modern decor

LOOK AT ALL THE THINGS TO DO! 

BRONSVILLET 
Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau, Inc.  

PG . Box 4697 / Brownsville, TX 78523-4697 / (956) 546-3721 / 1-800-626-2639 / www.b~rownsville.org
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Weekender

features sleek polished floors, red sofas 

in the lobby lounge, and lantern-chan

deliers that glow in shades of orange 

and yellow. But scattered throughout 

the hotel, a collection of some 50 framed 

photos, newspaper clippings, and post

cards honor the building's early days and 

offer a glimpse of Amarillo's history. In 

the early 1900s, I learned, Amarillo's bus

iest corner was Fourth and Polk, where 

the city's prominent banks and retailers 

clustered, along with City Hall and the 

city's first fire station. I was charmed to 

see a 1912 postcard featuring an unpaved 

Polk Street bustling with electric street

cars and horse-drawn buggies.  

After my hotel tour, I walked a block 

north on Polk Street to find The Burger 

Bar, the city's new claim to beefy fame.  

A chandelier made of beer bottles, 
framed photos of Amarillo in decades 

past, and a mural of modern down

town create a welcoming atmosphere.  

Before long, a server, whose Panhandle 

friendliness made me feel like a long

time regular, took my order: The Blue-a 

burger loaded with blue cheese, sauteed 

mushrooms, and grilled onions. As with 

almost all things "Amarillo," the beef was 

the star of the show-juicy, robust with 

hot-off-the-grill flavor, and in this case, 
blanketed with melted cheese.  

I returned for another meal nearby,

in Plaza One Despite its modern decor, 
of the Amarillo the Courtyard Amarillo 
National Bank Downtown pays homage 
Building, which to Amarillo's history with 
overlooks the some 5 framed vintage 
newly restored photos and postcards.  
Potter County 

Courthouse. Here, a lunch spot called 

the Pan-Handlers Cafe offers deli sand

wiches with a generous side of small

town TLC. My sandwich, called The 

Professor-piled high with hummus, 
guacamole, caramelized onions, sprouts, 
spinach, and grilled tomato-was deli

cious, and I was pleased to learn that the 

restaurant supports local farms and 

ranches by using regional beef, farm

fresh eggs, and local produce. It's a great 

addition to downtown.  

But in the Panhandle, it doesn't take 

long to escape the city altogether. "In 20 

minutes," says Beth Duke, "you could be 

at Palo Duro Canyon." 

Palo Duro Canyon State Park spreads 

over more than 20,000 acres 27 miles south

east of Amarillo and showcases the north

ernmost part of the country's second-larg

est canyon. Palo Duro Canyon, formed by 

millions of years of erosion by the Prairie 

Dog Town Fork of the Red River, descends 

more than 800 feet; juniper and mesquite 

trees grow in a majestic landscape that 

resembles a rocky parfait of multicolored

20 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012
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sediment. Here, visitors can camp over

night, watch the summer season's musi

cal production TEXAS, hike the park's 

many trails, mountain bike, ride horses, 
and view an array of native wildlife. New 

this year is the 5,200-square-foot Mack 

Dick Group Pavilion, which offers indoor 

space (and a wraparound patio) for family 

reunions, weddings, and other events.  

Returning to the city limits, I explored 

Route 66-once known as America's Main 

In the Panhandle, it 
doesn't take long to escape 

the city altogether. "In 
20 minutes, you could be 

at Palo Duro Canyon." 

Street-which extends 2,400 miles from 

Illinois to California. Within Amarillo, it's 

now known as Sixth Avenue. The street 

is populated by antiques stores galore, 
plus eclectic eateries such as Menchie's, 
the Panhandle's first Filipino restau

rant. A few blocks away is Golden Light 

Cafe, a hole-in-the-wall burger joint that 

opened in 1946. Nearby, The 806 Coffee + 

Lounge-named for the Panhandle's area 

code-caters to coffee connoisseurs and 

showcases the works of local artists. And 

the Nat, an historic 1920s building that 

once housed an indoor swimming pool, 
has recently reopened as artists' studios.  

Despite the city's modern makeover, 
history-and nostalgia-still serve as 

Amarillo's backbone.  

Amarillo 
is in the Panhandle, at the inter

section of 1-27 and 1-40. Contact the 
Amarillo Convention and Visitor Council, 
800/692-1338; www.visitamarillotx.com.

hitney

Cabins 
Rental Cottages 

Full Service 
Resorts 

Luxury B&B's 
Reunion Facilities 

Corporate Retreats

Centrally Located 

Four Seasons of Fun

wwwgeta waycapital. cor
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When it comes to H20, in my opinion there is nothing 

as magical or evocative as a waterfall. The sight of water tumbling 

over a precipice and freefalling into a pool below and the sound of

its powerful force being unleashed from 

the channel are inspiration for poets and 

dreamers. All it takes is a streambed, a 

vertical drop, and a steady flow of water.  

That specific combination explains why waterfalls, 

chutes, steppes, cascades, or travertine shelves are 

typically hard to find in Texas. Unless you know where 

to look or it has been a particularly rainy season, water

falls seem to be few and far between. And since Texas 

waterfalls are neither the world's largest or grandest, 

they tend to be overlooked or underappreciated. Even 

though Texas' falls may not join record-holders like 

Niagara Falls or venezuela's Angel Falls, they have 

plenty of distinctive appeal, albeit in a subtle, nuanced 

way that is uncharacteristic for Texas.  

And yet, Texas claims a surprising number of water

falls-hundreds of them, in fact. Some roar with scary 

force and power. Some are nothing more than a steady 

trickle that brings life to an otherwise desolate place.

A few persist in almost any conditions. Others appear only during exceptionally rainy 

periods, which is why many are referred to as pour-offs or wet-weather waterfalls

drops that are historically dry but prone to pour off water whenever there is heavy rain.  

Capote Falls, Texas' highest at 175 feet, is in extreme southwest Texas, west of Cande

laria and southwest of Marfa-one of the driest parts of the state. Bat Capote consistently 

flows, as it is the main drainage below the Rio Grande Rift and the Sierra vieja on its way 

to the river below. Unfortunately, the only way to see it is by air because it's on private 

property. However, the second-highest falls in Texas, the 100-foot-tall Madrid Falls, 

and the third highest, Mexicano Falls, at 80 feet, are for all to see, since they're located 

within Big Bend Ranch State Park. However, you'll need a four-wheel-drive vehicle 

and a long hike to view them up close.  

But the visuals are no less stunning at the base of Ojito Adentro, a slow trickle at the 

end of a mile-long, moderately difficult trail into a small canyon rEcontinue on page 28

LEFT AND ABOVE: After a rain, hikers 
on the Window Trail in Big Bend 
National Park may witness pour-offs 

funneling down from the mountains.  

To order a print of either photograph, 
call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texas 

highwaysprints.com.
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IS A STREAMBED, A VERTICAL DROP, AND A STEADY FLOW CF WATER.  
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Big Bend National Park's only 

year-round waterfalls, the lush and 
secluded Cattail Falls lie on the 
western slopes of the Chisos Moun
tains near the center of the park.  
The trail is unmarked and directions 

are tricky, so ask a park ranger.

Visitors to Angelina National Forest, 
which surrounds Sam Rayburn 

Reservoir east of Lufkin, can witness 
this beautiful sight by hiking a short 

distance on the Sawmill Trail from 

the Boykin Springs campground.  

To order a print of this photograph, 

caH 866/962-1191, or visit www.  

Its'hsigwaysprints.com.
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O continued from page 25] at Big Bend Ranch State Park.  

That trickle creates an oasis within a microclimate that 

resembles a tiny slice of the Hill Country in the Chihua

huan Desert, rife with maidenhair fern and iridescent 

moss and lichens and shaded by cottonwood, oak, ash, 

willow, hackberry, and mesquite.  

Colorado Bend State Park, between Lampasas 
Fo 

and San Saba, features Texas' largest concentra- wat 

tion of falls accessible to the public, including our 

the thundering 65-foot Gorman Falls. Laur 
at te 

Another state property, the Devil's River 
con 

State Natural Area, in the remote scrublands 

north of Del Rio, lies just upstream of Dolan 

Falls, a spread-out complex of falls that spans the width of 

the Devils River and is a significant landmark on what is 

considered to be the cleanest river in Texas. Reaching the 

waterfalls by land requires permission from The Nature 

Conservancy, which stewards the falls.  

But many Texas waterfalls are actually easy to 

get to and practically beg visitors to jump in and get soaked.  

That's the case with the City Tube Chute, which is carved 

into the side of the dam on the Comal River in Prince Solms 

Park near downtown New Braunfels. This walled-in section

A 2.5-mile hike from the of what was known as 

Cedar Breaks Park trailhead Clemens Dam is used by 

on Lake Georgetown leads 
to this spring-fed water- tubers in the warm months 

fall. The U.S. Army Corps as an S-shaped water slide 

of Engineers maintains the that drops about 20 feet 

park; call 512/930-5253.  
into the Comal River.  

Not surprisingly, this was the inspiration for the 

original Schlitterbahn waterpark nearby.  

A few miles north of the Tube Chute on the 

Lower Guadalupe River is Hueco Springs Rapids, 

which functions as a giant waterfall/raging 

rapid for tubers and paddlers. Although there 

are other falls on the Lower Guadalupe, Hueco 

is the big kahuna, a 25-foot, Class III rapid 

when the dam release is at least 500 cubic feet 

per second. Hueco Springs does not discriminate when 

it comes to swallowing paddlers and tubers who come too 

close to its churning whitewater.

r more on 
erfalls, see 
Q&A with 

ence Paren 
xashighway 

/webextra.

Several falls near Austin, including those at Westcave 

Preserve, Hamilton Pool Preserve, Krause Springs, 

Pedernales Falls State Park, and McKinney Falls 

State Park, are open to the public in varying 

degrees, as well.  

Then there are small, unmarked falls like the 

t ones in Angelina National Forest in the dense, deep 
S.  

woods of East Texas, or the one just north of FM 

306 and Canyon Dam near Canyon Lake-or even

the creek by my house in Wimberley, which runs 

for weeks after rainy periods. On those occasions when there's 

water tumbling and splashing down the channel, churning 

up little froths of whitewater, bringing movement, sound, and 

life to the rocky creek bed, all seems right with the world.  

As Laurence Parent's images so wonderfully affirm, 

Texas waterfalls can soothe the soul. (See more images on 

page 30 and 31) TH 

Writer JOE NICK PATOSKI's beat includes nature, travel, music, 

and sports. His latest book, a history of the Dallas Cowboys, cones 

out October 9. Photographer LAURENCE PARENT hopes that his 

photography inspires people to protect the world's natural heritage.
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'> .ARE ACTUALLY EASY TO GET TO 
AND PRACTICALLY BEG VISITORS TO JUMP IN AND GET SOAKED.

LEFT: This 40-foot waterfall at Westcave 

Preserve, 27 miles southwest of Austin, 

tumbles over fern-covered travertine / 
columns to a pool below. Guided tours 

are offered on Saturtays and Sundays.  

from its confluence'ith .h Pf e na 
River, Hamilton CUeek creates 50
waterfall as it spills into al mestov 

grotto at Hamilton Pool Proserve.  

quarter-mile trail leads to the pool wa 
swimming is allowed depending on w, 

conditions. Visitation is liIted to 75 

cars, so it's best to arrive earl in the day

a

1 

40e
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I AM STANDING ON THE SUMMIT OF GUADALUPE PEAK, THE

HIGHEST POINT IN TEXAS, TRACING THE EARTH'S CURVA-

TURE WITH MY FINGERTIP. THE HORIZON BENDS LIKE A LONG

BOW AT THIS HEIGHT-8.749 FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL-AND A 

GAUZY CANOPY HANGS ABOVE IT, CAPPED BY AN AZURE SKY.  

34 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012
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t's six o'clock in the evening, probably not a good time tc linger on the Peak while 
anticipating the hike back down to Pine Springs Campground, a 3,000-foot drop in 

elevation by way of dozens of rocky switchbacks. But thanks to the dramatic light, 
all three of the state's runner-up peaks-Shumard. Bush, and Bartlett-are collaps
ing into the silhouette of the distant Brokeoff Mountains, and the crenulated edges 

of El Capitan, directly bel-w, radiate the bright evening's glow. Taking in the Peak's 
irresistible view feels like flying, and in fact, I stand higher than the routine altitude of a 
small plane. Add in the narrow confines of the Peak itself, and a hike up the Guadalupe 

Peak Trail-a favorite daylong adventure in Guadalupe Mountains National Park

approximates the only way to soar across the top of Texas without the aid of wings.  

This year commemorates the 40th anniversary of Guadalupe Mountains 

National Park, a desert mountain environment with more than half of its 86,000

plus acres designated as wilderness. Established by Congress in 1972, the rational 
park lies along the northern limits of the state's " oot heel" and shares a border

A double rainbow graces a vista in Dog 
Canyon, at the northernmost ene of 
G iadalupe Mountains National Park.  

l erder a print of this photograph, 
_,, 866/962-1191, or visa wvw 

i~taash sWayprd .
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TIPTOP TEXAS

ABOVE: Cholla blooms at Frijole Ranch 

against a backdrop of the eastern slopes 

of the Guadalupe Mountains. When 

staff is available, the old ranch house 

here opens as a history museum.  

RIGHT: The setting sun highlights 

the rugged features of El Capitan, 

the most dramatic face of the 

400-mile-long, horseshoe-shaped 

formation known as Capitan Reef.  

To order a print of this photograph, 
call 866/962-1191, or visit www.  
texashighwaysprints.com, 

36 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012

with New Mexico. It originated with a 1959 land gift from 

petroleum geologist Wallace Pratt, and was supplemented by 

the purchase of J.C. Hunter Jr.'s Guadalupe Mountain Ranch 

a decade later. Pratt loved the country's rugged beauty enough 

to build a summer home on his McKittrick Canyon property, 
a riparian waterway in the northeast corner of the park where 

bigtooth maples turn saffron in the fall. The McKittrick Canyon 

Trail has become one of the park's premier autumn destina

tions. Hunter's ranch holdings comprise the lion's share of the 

national park, forged from several smaller ranches in the sur

rounding sierras and foothills. Pratt and Hunter, both conser

vationists, recognized the intrinsic character of the Guadalupes 

and helped facilitate the national park's creation.  

The park also celebrates a history that extends far beyond the 

conservancy efforts of Hunter and Pratt. The Guadalupe range 

shelters important components of the state's natural heritage 

including springs, salt basins, gypsum and quartz dunes, fossils, 
and native plants and animals (more than 300 species of birds 

alone). The park also contains some of the earliest remnants of our 

frontier past. Explorers, pioneers, settlers, surveyors, Native Americans, and the mili

tary all crossed this way over the last century-and-a-half, leaving behind ranch houses, 
overland-mail and stage routes, encampments, and rock ruins.  

s my hiking companion and I make our way down the Guadalupe Peak 

Trail in the failing light, I recall the words of U.S. Boundary Commis

sioner John Russell Bartlett, who in 1850 set out to validate the state's 

border provisions as outlined in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. His 

description of the surrounding environment, recorded as he and his 

crew passed through the region via mule and wagon train, remain some 

of our earliest, and most distinct, eyewitness accounts of the Guadalupe Mountains.  

"The road here, after passing through long defiles, winds for some distance along 

the side of the mountain," Bartlett wrote of traveling through Guadalupe Pass, a natu

ral byway that comes into view a thousand feet below me as I descend the switchbacks 

along the east side of the Peak. "Now it plunges down some deep abyss, and then it 

suddenly rises again upon some little castellated spur.... Again we pass along the brink 

of a deep gorge, whose bottom, filled with trees, is concealed from our view, while 

the evergreen cedar juts forth here and there from the chasms in its side." Bartlett's 

narrative also serves as an apt description of Guadalupe Peak Trail, a slender footpath 

blasted out of the mountain's vertiginous flanks less than 40 years ago.  

This time yesterday we were negotiating a much easier trail, searching for just the 

right view of the Guadalupes' southern face, including the prow-like El Capitan. Access

ing the trail requires driving the park's Williams Ranch Road, a high-clearance, four

wheel-drive dirt track that parallels part of the historic Butterfield Stage Route. From 

here, alongside the foothills of the Guadalupes known as the Patterson Hills, the Peak 

and its El Capitan companion seem to rise like leviathans from the surrounding terrain.  

In fact, that's exactly what they did beginning about 30 million years ago. A period of 

mountain building, catalyzed by extensional forces, shoved the mountains upward and 

caused the terrain below them to sink. Before that, the Guadalupe Mountains-actually 

an ancient reef-lay entombed beneath sediments and mineral salts deposited by an 

enormous, and receding, inland sea called the Delaware, a deep arm of the even larger 

Permian Sea. This reef formed over the course of millions of years from algae, calcareous 

sponges, crinoids, trilobites, and the remains of other marine animals and plants that 

were cemented together by calcium carbonate. The prolonged cycle of life, death, and
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TIPTOP TEXAS

cementation created a horseshoe-shaped ring 400 miles in length known as the 

Capitan Reef along the edge of the sea. The Guadalupe Mountains represent the 

northernmost exposed segment of this ring while its southernmost reach, known 

as the Glass Mountains, rises in the vicinity of Marathon. A third exposed section, 
the Apache Mountains, lies northeast of Van Horn. But perhaps the reef's most dra

matic exposure can be seen in the face of El Capitan itself, visible from miles away.  

"When this mountain was first discovered we were more than one hundred 

miles off," Bartlett wrote of first seeing El Capitan. "Even then its features stood 

out boldly against the blue sky; and when the rays of the morning sun were shed 

upon it, it exhibited every outline of its rugged sides with as much distinctness 

as a similar object would in the old States at one fifth the distance." 

Finally down from the Peak and back at camp, my hiking companion and I 

rinse off at the campground faucet (there are no showers at the park) and then 

cook dinner by lamplight. We've returned just as night has set in, making a moon

less sky bright with stars but rendering the surrounding terrain a jumble of dark 

patterns. The dangers of darkness provide several reasons to get an early start 

on the Guadalupe Peak Trail. Planning for plenty of daylight means avoiding a 

run-in with rattlers, something not uncommon along the Peak Trail, as well as 

a potential stumble off a thousand-foot drop. Park staff recommend allowing at 

least six to eight hours to complete the strenuous, 8.4-mile round-trip hike.  

he park's extensive trail system also provides access to many beauti

ful places requiring much less effort, including Manzanita Spring, 

an easy 0.4-mile round-trip hike on a wheelchair-accessible path

way. We get an early-morning start and find the shallow Manzanita 

Spring pool, surrounded by reeds and a wetland bog and host to a 

variety of wildlife including violet-green swallows, elegant in their 

green and white plumage. The birds strafe the water's surface, dive-bombing 

for nymphs and mayflies. Nearby, the small Frijole Ranch complex highlights 

Frijole Spring and a tiny rock house built around 1876 by two bachelor brothers.  

Perhaps because of its remoteness, the Rader brothers abandoned the property 

sometime before 1900. In 1906, settler John Thomas Smith filed a claim on the 

Frijole site, and then spent the next 36 years there raising a family with his wife, 
Nellie May. Smith expanded the house, and Frijole Ranch served as post office, 

NI O ABOVE: Mianzanita Spring's 

:shallow pool contrasts with the 

arid surroundings, 

LEFT: Lost Peak Trad in Dog Cayoan 

offers fall color.  

To order a print of this photograph, 
call 866/962-1191, or visit www.  

texashighwysprints.com.
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WE GET AN EARLY-MORNING START AND FIND MANZANITA

SPRING POOL, SURROUNDED BY REEDS AND A WETLAND BOG 

AND HOST TO A VARIETY OF WILDLIFE INCLUDING VIOLET-

GREEN SWALLOWS, ELEGANT IN THEIR COLORFUL PLUMAGE.
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More explorations, 
as well as details about 
Guadalupe Mountains 
National Park's 40th
anniversary activities, 

at texashighways.  
com/webextra.  

The park's Salt Basin Dunes offer another type of 

terrain-saline depressions with sparse vegetation, 
such as the grasses and yucca shown here.  

40 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012

school, farm, home, ranch, orchard, and way station for travelers, providing the Smiths 

and their 10 children with a labor-intensive lifestyle in an idyllic setting. Today, the 

restored ranch house and grounds feature interpretive exhibits exploring the stories 

and artifacts of the people who once occupied the Guadalupe Mountains terrain.  

Adventurous bikers and backpackers often prefer some of the more remote sections 

of the park, including Dog Canyon, located at the park's northernmost end but still 

within the wilderness boundary. The canyon provides ready access to the Guadalupe 

Mountains' high country, and, at times, the fall foliage along the trails here can rival that 

of McKittrick Canyon. At 6,300 feet in elevation, the shady Dog Canyon campground 

stays cooler than most of the park, and surrounding cliffs provide shelter from high 

winds. The route tc Dog Canyon requires driving a hundred miles one-way alongside 

the range's eastern slopes into New Mexico, then back south through the Lincoln Nation

al Forest. But the approach delivers one of the most beautiful views in Texas. A Descrip

tion of Dog Canyon from the personal letters of Louis Agassiz Fuertes, an artist traveling 

with USDA naturalist Vernon Bailey during a1901 survey of the region, is still valid today: 

"We are at 6,90C feet and can see down the canon the whole length," Fuer-es 

wrote. "The tops of the ridge ... and the gulches at the head are heavily timbered....

/ /y



The park's mule herd, used for trail main
tenance and mountain rescue, sometimes 
resides in the Frijole Ranch corrals.  

It is a long canon-twenty miles or more-and we 

are now at the end of it, just across the Texas line, 
and in splendid country." 

In contrast to Dog Canyon, the Salt Basin Dunes 

lie along the southwestern end of the park, far 

below El Capitan's rim. Lower, hotter, and absent 

the verdant forestry of the high country (but no less 

interesting), the Salt Basin represents the down

ward drop that counters the uplift of the peaks 

nearby. Faulting in the earth's crustal rocks created 

this basin, and drainage from the mountains helped 

fill it. As water evaporated, gypsum and salt, carried 

down the mountains by way of erosion, remained.  

During periods of higher rainfall, lakes would form 

(and still do, although they're only a few inches 

deep), alternately pooling and evaporating in the 

basin-an isolated, shallow saucer with no outlet.  

Today, the sugar-white gypsum dunes accompany

dark islands of vegetation capped in a fragile, cryptogamic crust-the latter considered 

a living "association" of lichens and fungi that produce nitrogen and stabilize the soil.  During our late-morning hike to the dunes, we encounter high winds, typical 
for the Guadalupe region, which transform the landscape into a terrestrial 

chaos where plumes of airborne gypsum morph across the basin like wraiths.  

Hiking in these 30-mile-per-hour gusts-assisted by three shower-less days, 
wildly disheveled hair, and an unkempt beard-has transformed me as well. But 

I'm not ready to head home quite yet. It's almost lunchtime and nearby Dell City 

promises two options for some home-style Tex-Mex-Rosita's or Spanish Angels

and I've been told that both cafes satisfy. Either way, it beats another meal at camp.  

And out of courtesy to my fellow diners, I'll even leave my hat on. TH 

"I have a daily connection to the Guadalupes, despite living200 miles away," says E. DAN 

KLEPPER. "My mornings begin with watching the sunrise reflect off the Glass Mountains

considered the southern rim of Capitan Reef-near my home in Marathon. Unless, of 
course, I'm still asleep."

-- ti 
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QTH ESSENTIALS 

NEW MEXICO 

GUADALUPE 
MOUNTAINS Pine 

NATIONAL PARK Springs 

El Paso Salt To 

Flat S4 Van Horn 
L &I11 

Guadalupe 
Mountains 
National Park 
THE PARK'S headquarters and Visitor Center are 

at Pine Springs, about 110 miles east of El Paso 

and about 20 miles north of Salt Flat on US 62/ 
US 180. The park offers more than 80 miles of 
hiking and backpacking trails (horseback riding 

is welcome on 60 percent of the trail system), 
two campgrounds (with potable water and 
bathrooms, but no showers), and 10 backcountry 
campgrounds. Backpackers must carry all their 
water, as no water is available in the backcountry.  
Wood and charcoal fires are prohibited; only 
camp stoves with containerized fuels are allowed.  
For detailed information about fees, camping 
permits, and park regulations, call 915/828
3251; www.nps.gov/gumo.  

The nearest lodging, food, and gas lie 35 
miles northeast of the Visitor Center in White's 
City, NM. Food, gas, and limited lodging are also 

available in Dell City (Texas), 45 miles west of 

the Visitor Center. The latter offers two cafes: 
Rosita's Cafe (100 Main St., 915/964-2560), 
and Spanish Angels Cafe (106 Main St., 
915/964-2208). For additional information, 
call 915/964-2344; www.dellcity.com.  
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THE GEORGE OBSERVATORY AT BRAZOS BEND STATE PARK OFFERS ASTRONOMY 

ENTHUSIASTS OPPORTUNITIES TO CONDUCT THEIR OWN STAR SEARCH 

Text by MELJSSA GASKILL - Photographs by 3. GRIFFIS SMITH

s day fades from the sky, pinpoints of light begin to appear 

above Brazos Bend State Park, about an hour southwest of 

Houston. The darker it grows, the more stars become vis

ible, and a few hours after sunset, one particularly bright 

point rises above the trees to the east. I climb to the observation plaza of the 

George Observatory here in the middle 

of the park, a ent rthe largest of its 

three domes, each of which houses a 

high-powered telescope. I er throw gh 

the 36-inch Gueymard telescope, which 

reveals that this star-on-steroids is 

actually Jupiter. I can see: the big plan

ets stripes, four of its moons, and eveni 

a shadow n-ade by one of the mioonsn 

Jupiter's surface 

After soaking up that amazing sight, I step out
side the dome and onto the broad plaza, which is 
ringed by red lights. The light is just bright enough 
to keep stargazers from smacking into the railings 
or each other without interfering with our night 
vision. Here, Jim Zabcik, a Houston resident and 
amateur astronomer, 
encourages me to check The Observatory opeas 
out his elaborate tele- every Saturday &ught for star 
scope setup; he tells me parties. Cub Scout Grat 
it's a 5.5-inch TEC refrac- itidman take a look be, ro 
tor. I have no idea what th s t oe own

I

AUGUST 2012 1 texashighways.com 43

fit.



See our video of 
the George at 

texashighways.  
com/webextra 

As the sun dips below the horizon, astronomy 
enthusiasts gather on the plaza between the 

Observatory's three domes, each of which 

houses a high-powered telescope.  

44 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012

that means, but I'm impressed when 

he uses it to show me Messier 92, a star 

cluster discovered in 1777 in the constel

lation Hercules, some 26,000 light years 

away. A fuzzy blob to the naked eye on 

a clear night, it appears as a splash of 

individual stars through the scope. He 

then focuses on Epsilon Lyrae, a pair of 

double stars known in astronomy circles 

as a double-double. Then we join Sim 

Picheloup, another stargazing buff, who 

designed a swivel chair with a pair of

binoculars mounted on it. Picheloup 

even rigged the chair with a counter that 

keeps track of how many people enjoy his 

invention. My seat duly counted, I look 

through the binoculars at a pattern of 

stars resembling ET, then another in the 

shape of a coat hanger-constellations 

interpreted for modern times, if you will.  

The George, as everyone calls it, offers 

amateur astronomers an opportunity to 

enjoy their hobby and share it with others.  

Zabcik comes out three or four times



I

a year, when clear weather ard his 

schedule align. "I especially enjoy 

introducing my telescope to people 

who've never looked through a higA

quality telescope before," he says. He 

also gets a thrill from pointing out how 

star patterns sometimes require time and 

patience before they're apparent. Epsilon 

Lyrae qualifies, requiring a long, slow look 

and a just-right gaze, not straight on but 

slightly to the side of the star pairs.  

Friday nights at the George Observatory

By reservation, groups can learn how astronauts com mnicate Wit each oiher a the George Observatory's 
Challenger Learning Center, which features mockups of a space station and NASA's Mission Control.  

Other Starry Spots 
Canyon of the Eagles Nature Park, near Burnet 
The Eagle Eye Observatory sits in the preserve area of the 940-acre Canyon of 
the Eagles Nature Park, on the northeast side of Lake Buchanan, where skies 
remain relatively light-pollution-free. The observatory area offers room for star
gazers to set up their own telescopes or use binoculars. A small building with a 
retractable roof houses 12.5-inch and 16-inch telescopes, which provide stellar 
(pun intended) viewing on public nights-Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, and 
some holidays-hosted by the Austin Astronomical Society. Viewing is weather
dependent, so call ahead. Also in the park is the Canyon of the Eagles Resort, 
which offers a lodge with 62 guest rooms, a pool, and restaurant. Tent and RV 
camping is also available at the park. Stay overnight, and stargaze till bedtime.  
Call 512/334-2070 or 800/977-0081; www.canyonoftheeagles.com.  

University of Texas McDonald Observatory, Fort Davis 
Situated in one of the darkest spots in the country, this facility in the Davis Moun
tains opens to the public every day except Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New 
Year's Day. Star parties every Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday nights include a tour 
of the constellations and viewing of planets, stars, and galaxies at the Visitors 
Center Public Observatory. Call 877/984-7827; www.mcdonaldobservatory.org.  

McKinney Roughs Nature Park, near Austin 
The fourth Friday of each month through August (fall schedule pending), 
weather permitting, astronomers use Dobsonian telescopes to give all ages a 
tour of the galaxy. Bring lawn chai-s, blankets, and your own refreshments. The 
1,000-acre park, 13 miles east of the Austin airport, also offers more than 18 
miles of hiking and equestrian trails and interactive exhibits Call 512/303-5073; 
www.lcra.org/outdoorprograms. -Melissa Gaskill
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ON SATURDAYS, 

the George Observatory 

opens to the public, 

and the plaza fills 

with astronomers, 

telescopes, and eager 

stargazers of all ages.

are reserved for groups-often Scouts 

or school groups-but on Saturdays, the 

Observatory opens to the public, and the 

plaza fills with astronomers, telescopes, 
and eager stargazers of all ages. These 

public-viewing nights begin with an 

orientation lecture, which includes 

tips on making the most of the evening.  

Tickets (available at the Observatory 

Gift Shop from 5-9:30 p.m.) cost $5, and 

give you unlimited viewing in the small 

domes (which house 18-inch and 14-inch 

telescopes), a specific viewing time in the 

large dome, and plenty of opportunity to 

mingle on the observation deck. On cloudy 

nights, employees give a presentation on 

what's up in the sky behind those clouds, 
then introduce visitors to the workings of 

the 36-inch telescope, turning on the lights 

in the large dome to show how its mirrors, 
gears, cameras, and other parts work.

The Gueymard has been undergoing 

a series of repairs in recent months, but 

Observatory staff expect it to be fully 

operational late this summer. Until then, 
a high-quality, 11-inch refracting telescope 

attached to it adds a second perspective 

on celestial phenomena. The dome has a 

narrow band running up its side like a flat 

Mohawk, which slides open to create a 

window for the telescopes, and the entire 

dome rotates 360 degrees to make it pos

sible to look in any direction.  

The George Observatory is a satel

lite facility of the Houston Museum of 

Natural Science, a venerable institution 

more than a century old. The main facility 

in Houston's Museum District includes 

exhibits on space, paleontology, Native 

American culture, chemistry, and wildlife, 
plus a planetarium and a butterfly center.  

The Observatory's location in Fort Bend
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RICHMOND ALT 4 7 To 
Houston 

ROSENBERG 59 

762 Brazos 
River To 

BRAZOS BEND Houston 

361 STATE PARK 28 

NEEDVILLE 762 THE GEORGE 
_ OBSERVATORY

County means that stargazers enjoy 

skies six times darker than those over 
Houston, says HMNS education special
ist Peggy Halford, in part thanks to a 

county ordinance requiring shielded 
lights on all new development. The 

ordinance, modeled after existing ones 
in Arizona and New Mexico, went into 
effect in 2004. Texas counties normally 

do not have authority to enact ordinances, 
so the Legislature had to grant Fort Bend 

County that ability, an effort that took 

several years and the support of obser
vatory volunteers and county officials.  

Even so, a yellowish glow obscures 

the northeast horizon, light pollution 
from the sprawling metropolis of Hous

ton. Light pollution refers to excessive 

or inappropriate artificial light, such as 
light that shines up into the sky or that 

is brighter than necessary.  

Brazos Bend still offers enough 
darkness that I can enjoy one of my 
favorite celestial sights, the Milky Way 
galaxy. I can no longer see it from my 

urban Austin home; in fact, astrono

mers estimate that light pollution 
makes it invisible to 90 percent of 

the U.S. population. A Native Ameri

can legend says this sparkly smudge 
across the tapestry of night resulted 
from Grizzly shaking off snow as he 
lumbered across the sky, and indeed 

the Milky Way resembles a trail of 
scattered snow across dark ground.  

The indoor exhibits at the Observa
tory, which open at 3 p.m., include dis
plays on a number of celestial phenom

ena, including meteorites. I learn that a 
chunk of carbonaceous chondrite that 

fell to Earth in 1969 contains interstellar 
grains-in other words, stardust. Called 
the Allende for the location in Mexico 

where it landed, it may have formed 
from the explosion of a supernova 
before the birth of our solar system, 
making it one of the oldest substances 

known to man.  
Amateur estrouomeri- I'm amazed to 

a group known for sharing see stardust older 
both equipment and than the dinosaurs, 
knowledge--prepare for right in front of 
the night's display, me in a Plexiglas

1462 R 
ROS5HA RON
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The George 
Observatory 
THE GEORGE OBSERVATORY, a satellite 
facility of the Houston Museum of Natural 
Science located within Brazos Bend State 

Park, opens to visitors on Saturdays 3-10 p.m., 
year round. The last ticket goes on sale at 
9:30; admission to Brazos Bend State Park 
is also required. Stargazers are encouraged 
to bring lawn chairs or blankets and insect 

repellent. If you have young children, a small 
flashlight comes in handy (cover the end with 
red cellophane to avoid interfering with oth
ers' night vision). The Observatory Gift Shop 
sells drinks and snacks. Call 979/553-3400; 
www.hmns.org.  

Occupying wooded and marshy lands along 
the Brazos River, Brazos Bend State Park has 

camping, screened shelters, picnic areas, fish
ing, more than 20 miles of hiking trails, and 
observation decks and towers for observing 
resident alligators. Call 979/553-5102; www.  
tpwd.state.tx.us.  

box inside the Observatory; and I marvel 

that starlight has been streaming across 

space for 26,000 years before reaching 
my eyeball in the telescope outside. Sci

ence and magic come together here in 

the darkness at the George. TH 

. : s sar iaz i since chitlso wrr, l' ifI 

MELISSA GASKILL jennps at every chance to 
look throe gh as telescope. Photography Editor 

GRIFF SMITH once visited the George Obser

vatory during afull moon. "The frogs around 

the lake we're so loud that l couldn't hear 

iivseff thisk," he says. "It was amazing." 
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Eisenhower State Park lures the oudt 
shore of Lake Texoma with a splendid 
diversions for anglers, boaters, a 
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HE HEADWATERS OF THE RED RIVER, 

gathering of creeks and forks with nam 

like the Prairie Dog Town and Tlierra Blanc 

ramble lazily across northern Texas, rolli 

through red rock canyons and the broken plai, 

of the Panhandle along the way. Once acros; 

the 100th meridian, the waterway merges with the North Fork ho 

become the Red River proper, commencing its service as bou I 
ary line between Texas and Oklahoma, :hen traveling 640 i 

before finally quitting the state for Arkansas and Lou 
Halfway to Texarkana, however, the Red stoves up just 

above the city of Denison, where it broadsides the 160-foot 

Denison Dam. Too deep here to hold its narnesake russet 

color, the river becomes a slate gray reservoir, covering 

89,000 acres, cut with chop on a windy autumn day and 

turning blue as an ocean in the summertime. Rernnants of 

a deciduous forest populate its southern shorehne, growmg 

right up to laad's end, where sandstone ahuffs and tree 

trunks collapse into gentle waves. I took ny firs t lake laps 

here years ago, paddling the shallow s, held afloat by nyv 

grandmother's grip, and later, a: young adult, swam with 

friends and c a ped along the shoreline, sleeping in a harnmock 

strung bet Aeen the limbs of driftwood trees.

TOP LEFT: Third time's a charm. The 1946 steel 

and concrete bridge that spans the Red o 
Texas 79 at Sowers Siuff was preceded by two 

others at this crossing earlier in the century, 

ABOVE: A private marina at Eisenhower 
State Park provides boat slips and supplies, 

and offes ,a,,rraft rentals Several ther 

private mana s,puic parks, and resorts 
offe' cce-to tare TexOma 

Tn order a pn rint of this nhtgraph, cal 66/ 

962-1191,r 'ow www ex srghwaysprintscom.
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long the southeastern edge of Lake Texoma, 
you can enjoy a similar retreat at Eisenhower 

State Park. Campsites with water and electric

ity offer a shaded hiatus beneath dense stands 

of oak, elm, cedar, and dogwood, and plenty 

of more formal lodging can be found nearby and outside the 

park. Anglers will appreciate the fish-cleaning station and 

lighted fishing pier, while a launch ramp accommodates boat

ers. But the park's swim beach, located in a secluded cove be

low a peninsula called Elm Point, may be its finest amenity.  

This sandy, soft-bottomed spot features a graduated water 

depth, a pebble beach perfect for sunbathing, cozy bluffs 

sheltering each end, and a string of orange buoys stretching 

across the cove's deep-water entrance to discourage jet skis

and motorboats frcm coming ashore. If you're planning a 

visit, don't forget the picnic, the inflatables, and the water

resistant sunscreen. Floating dreamily in the cove's caln

waters will occupy your entire day.  

If you find you've taken on too much sun and fun (it can 

happen), devote an afternoon away from the water sports 

to admire the Denison Dam, the 13,350-foot-long earth em

bankment that makes it all possible. Completed in 1944, 
this U.S. Army Corps of Engineers project was once the larg

est rolled earthfill dam in the world. Built for flood control 

and hydroelectric power, the dam holds back more than two

and-a-half million acre-feet of water. Although its power tur

bines are off limits to visitors, opportunities to examine the 

dam's architecture arise in viewing points above the riprap 
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abutments, below and along the impressive berm, and from a concrete 

overlook above the sluiceway.  

My father was raised in this Red River 

Valley before the dam, when the Red ran 

a slender course from Coesfield east to 

Kidd. After the dam was built, he would 

row a boat halfway across the reservoir 

to hunt the lake-made islands with his 

dog Old Red. My grandparents eventu

ally moved to Lake Texoma country, 
acquiring two acres along Preston Penin

sula in the late 1940s. The isolated pen

insula, a sliver of high ground covered 

in red oaks and cedars and striated with 

deep ravines, still pokes into the lake 

' water like a bony arm with a clenched 

A six-acre state historic site in fist. Long before inundation, the land 

Denison showcases the birth- that spread out beyond the peninsula 

place of 34th U.S. President provided a backdrop for much of North 

Dwight D. Eisenhower. Texas' pioneer history.  

- rapper and trader Holland Coffee established a trading 

post on the north banks of the river sometime around 1833, 
moving it south across the river in 1837 to a high bluff in the 

Washita Bend of the Red. A small community called Pres

ton, also known as Preston Bend, developed around the 

trading post and served as an important river crossing, accommodating 

an estimated 1,000 wagons per year. Preston also gained a reputation 

as a rowdy and lawless community, a reputation that may have been 

promulgated by Coffee himself, whose trade with the region's Shaw

nee, Tawakoni, and other tribes included guns and whiskey for stolen 

cattle and horses. Despite an early run-in with the law, Coffee served in 

the Texas House of Representatives in the late 1830s and, with his wife, 

Sophia Suttenfield Aughinbaugh (aka Sophia Porter), established Glen 

Eden, a successful plantation in Preston Bend. The remains of Glen 

Eden now lie submerged beneath the lake waters of Texoma, but visi

tors to Preston Cemetery, a peaceful retreat at the peninsula's end, may 

explore the shaded tombstones-many dating to the 1800s, including 

Coffee's and Sophia's-and examine the historical marker commemo

rating the Coffee trading post.  

Another historical Red River figure, Dwight David "Ike" Eisenhower, 

was born in the down

stairs bedroom of his 

family's rental house in 

nearby Denison. The tiny, 
wood-framed house now 

sits on a six-acre state 

historic site downtown.  

Eisenhower, who rose to 

Watson's Drive-in and 

Watsonburger in Denison 
have been popular hamburger 

hotspots for decades.  
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If you've had too much sun and fun on Lake Texoma, spend an 
afternoon away from water sports and admire the Denison Dam, the 

13,350-foot-long earth embankment that makes it all Dossible.
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he dam's periodic release 

of water, a dramatic 

event scheduled accord

ing to the needs of water users 

downstream, follows a sequence 

of loud warning sirens broadcast 

throughout the dam area. Once 

the dam's outlet gates open, the 

sluiceway boils with astonish

ing force and river levels directly 

downstream rise unexpectedly 

fast. Flat rocks where anglers 

once stood and tossed night

crawlers into shallows suddenly 

disappear under rushing white
water. The event is dangerous but 

the entire release sequence can 

be witnessed from the safety of a 

parking area directly downstream 

from the dam and far above the 

river's edge. -E. Dan Klepper

the rank of General during 

World War II, was instru

mental in Germany's sur

render, and after a run for 

the Presidency, served two 

terns as our 34th President.  

Although the child "Ike" spent 

little more than a year and a 

half in the house before his 

family returned with him to 

Kansas, the site provides a 

convincing vision of pastoral 

Red River Valley life at the 

turn of the 20th Century, 
with woodlands, a coop full 

of chickens, and an array of 

blooming gardenscapes.  

Elsewhere in Denison, much 

of the historic 19th-Century 

architecture has undergone 

extensive renovations, particu-

larly along downtown Main Street, where specialty shops, art 

galleries, antiques stores, and restaurants now occupy many 

54 texashighways.com I AUGUST 2012

of the storefronts. Denison, a "Just before this image was 

railroad town, arose from a rela- taken, people were standing on 
tively wild frontier community flat rocks in the middle of the river 

during the 1870s when "tent cit- fishing in a few feet of water," 

ies," occupied by bars, gambling says E. Dan Klepper. Everyone 

halls, and brothels, surrounded returned safely to shore.  

the more law-abiding selection 

of businesses along Main Street. Denison's first train arrived 

on tracks laid for the Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Railroad, 

rolling into town on Christmas Eve, 1872.  

oday, Denison's renaissance as a vacation destina

tion is due in large part to its downtown facelift 

together with its proximity to Lake Texoma, one 

of the finest water-recreation spots in the state.  

Restaurants like Watson's Drive-In and Watson

burger, two classic Mid-Century burger joints, make for 

great lunch retreats; the Gourmet Waffle Shop & Cafe pro

vides an old-school, coffee shop-style breakfast. An Italian 

lunch or dinner requires a stroll down Main Street, where 

Devolli's offers homemade pasta dishes. You can also choose 

from a selection of more than 20 wines, including Home

stead Red and the Rose of Ivanhoe, from Homestead Winery.
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Homestead's Denison tasting room, one of three in North 

Texas, shares the old Star Movie Theater building and the 
renovated 1920s Art Deco storefront next door with Devolli's.  

If you follow the Red River Valley eastward from Denison, 
through bucolic horse pastures and grain fields to Ivanhoe, 
you can tour Homestead's vineyards, where grapes ripen in 

the fields of the Parker family farm. After the tour, sample 
wines at the tasting room in the 112-year-old family home.  

Opened in 1989, Homestead Winery is the Red River Valley's 
oldest continually operating winery and a way for owner 

Gabe Parker to carry on his family's century-old farming tra

dition. Cabernet Sauvignon and syrah grapes have replaced 
the grain crops that Parker's grandfather raised a hundred 

years ago, but the chestnut soil, laid down in the wake of the 
Red River's deluge, remains the same.  

The Red River makes an appearance here just north of the 
Ivanhoe vineyards at Sowell's Bluff, where Texas 78 spans the 
ruddy waters courtesy of the Red River Bridge. The steel and 

concrete bridge, opened in 1946, is actually the third to connect 

this river crossing.  

The first, a suspen

sion bridge complet

HOM ed in1927 and chris
OESTEAD-' 

tened with a bottle 

of Red River water by 
Dev o -ii- a "Miss Isabel Moor, 

attended by her la
dies in waiting...," 

collapsed into the 

icy January waters 

in 1934 after a cable 

snapped on the Tex

as side. The second 

i opened ina1938 but 

Exemplifying Denison's renaissance, Devollis succumbed to flood 

Italian Restaurant and one of three Homestead waters three years 

Winery tasting rooms share space in two reno- later when the Red 

vated buildings downtown. decided to push its 
north bank boun

daries, changing course and making an end run around the 
bridge, washing away the north half of the bridge in its wake.  

A leisurely drive across the Sowell's Bluff bridge casts a 
staccato of black shadows along the windshield and dash, an 
effect made possible by the summer sun and the open lattice
work of steel girders passing overhead, while a rickrack of 
rivets and crossbars orchestrates the rolling Red beyond. The 
river flows with tranquility here, as if discharged of its ran
corous and untamed past, a perception perhaps consequential 
of the soft afternoon light and the verdant generosity of the 
river's shoreline. But I know better. The Red is nature's rebel, 
just as all rivers are, forever resisting boundaries, reviving in 
the most unlikely moments, quick to rally, willful when ready, 
and always, always rising again. TH

EISENHOWER 
Texa STATE PARK 

SOWELL'S 
/-BLUFF .  

-OTTSB ROB vanhoe 
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Lake Texoma Central 
Red River Vailey 
FOR PART TWO of his Red River excursion, E. Dan Klepper explores Lake 
Texoma and the central Red River Valley (see the first installment in the 
July issue). For general information on the Red River, go to the Red River 
Authority of Texas' website, www.rra.dst.tx.us. Following is contact 
information for sites listed in the story.  

Denison 
Lake Texoma is a federally owned reservoir, and its resources are shared 
by Texas and Oklahoma. The lake and Denison Dam are managed by the 
U.S. Corps of Engineers out of its Tulsa District although there is an office 
in Denison. Call 903/465-4990; www.swt.usace.army.mil.  

Denison Chamber of Commerce, 313 W. Woodard, 903/465-1551; 
www.denisontexas.us.  

Eisenhower Birthplace State Historic Site, 609 S. Lamar Ave., 
903/465-8908; www.visiteisenhowerbirthplace.com.  

Eisenhower State Park, 50 Park Rd. 20, 903/465-1956; www.tpwd.  
state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/eisenhower.  

Watson's Drive-In, 631 W. Main, 903/465-4669.  

Watsonburger,1901 W. Morton St., 903/463-3041.  

Gourmet Waffle Shop & Cafe, 2418 West Morton St., 903/465-3663.  

Devolli's Italian Restaurant, 220 West Main St., 903/463-3800.  

Homestead Winery at Denison, 220 W. Main Street, 903/464-0030; 
www.homesteadwinery.com. Contact Homestead Vineyard and Parker 
House Tasting Room (on CR 273 in Ivanhoe just north of Bonham) at 
903/583-4281; www.homesteadwinery.com.  

To reach Preston Bend Cemetery from Denison, take FM 120 west to 
Pottsboro, then continue north on Texas 289 to Preston Peninsula. Follow 
Texas 289 to the end of the peninsula; the cemetery will be on the right.  
Park alongside the roadway, then enter the cemetery on foot via a pedes
trian gate adjacent to the small, open-air pavilion. Go to www.rootsweb.  
ancestry.com/-txgrayso/ceme-preston.html.  

For more on Preston Peninsula, contact the Pottsboro Chamber of 
Commerce, 903/786-6371; www.pottsborochamber.com.  

"A sense offreedom permeates my childhood memories ofLake 

Texoma and the Red River, perhaps a reflection of the river's charac
ter as much as my own," says writer/photographer E. DAN KLEPPER.  

"Although the Red must be shared by Texas and Oklahoma, its lively 

spirit belongs to no one." 
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Speaking of Texas

Market Plaza, Lairedo, Texas.

I I

The 
Streets of 

Laredo 
An epic border ballad recounts 

a classic tale of love and loss 

Text by GENE FOWLER

WHENEVER I WALK OUT IN THE STREETS OF LAREDO, I HEAR MUSIC.  
I hear the stirring thunder and whisper of a Spanish guitar, the amber ache 
and sonorous moan of a violin. And I hear the melancholy chords of the 

classic tune "Streets of Laredo," also known as "The Cowboy's 
Larr_ent"-a song of longing and loss that has made the city's 
name known around the world.  

"'Streets of Laredo,'" muses cowboy balladeer Don "s 
Edwards of Hico, "is right up there with 'Home on the x y 
Range' as one of the most popular and best-known of all 

cowboy folk songs. It has been my experience that even peo

ple who have never heard of cowboy music before have heard of 'Streets of Laredo."' 
Margarita Araiza, executive director of the Webb County Heritage Foundation 

in Laredo, confirms that fact. "Japanese tourists visiting the Republic of the Rio 
Grande Museum have told us the song's lyrics were the first English words that 
tney learned," she explains.  

While the dark ballad has been recorded by everyone from Bing Crosby and Arlo 
Guthrie to Johnny Cash and Willie Nelson, its modern 

popularity is best attributed to singer Marty Robbins, who This postcard shows Lareco's his
included "Streets of Laredo" on his 1960 album, More toric downtown area around 1910.  
Gunfighter Ballads and Trail Songs, as a follow-up to his During the Mexican Revolution 
wildly successful 1959 bordertown anthem "El Paso." (1910-1920), Laredo became a ref

Ir "Streets of Laredo," the song's narrator happens uge for families seeking security 
upon a young cowboy "wrapped up in white linen and north of the Rio Grande.
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info @ brazosvalleyfair.conl 
C 
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The Laredo Center for cold as the clay." 

the Arts occupies an Though he once 

1884 structure within the roamed carefree 

San Agustin de Laredo in the saddle, the 

Historic District. ycuth laments 

that he squan

dered his time with drinking and gam

bling, riding down a trail of wild living 
that led to his being shot and lingering 

at death's door.  

Scholars trace the origins of "Streets of 

Laredo" to an 18th-Century Irish ballad 

known as "The Unfortunate Rake." Like 

most folk tales and tunes have done, it 

picked up new lyrics and titles as it trav

eled from shore to shore and across gen

erations. New Mexico cowboy poet N.  

Howard "Jack" Thorp, who made a song

collecting trek through Texas in 1889, put 

it this way in his 1945 book,Pardner of the 

Wind: "Sometimes a song last its author 

and even changed its name as it passed 

from mouth to mouth." 

Thorp, who published songs gath

ered from the bunkhouse, saloon, and

open range, w-ote in his 1921 book, 
Songs of the Cowboys, that he first heard 

"The Cowboy's Lament" in a Nebraska 

bar around 1886. Thorp credited one 

Troy Hale of Battle Creek, Nebraska, 
with the lyrics. Like most versions of 

the song, it told the archetypal story of 

a young cowboy who lay dying after a 

wild spree of drinking and gambling 
(and sometimes romancing), but in this 

particular interpretation, the doomed 

cowboy is in Galveston.  

Texas Tech University Press added 

a chapter to the song's history with its 

2010 book Cowboy's Lament, A Life on 

the Open Range, a history of trail hand 

Frank Maynard. In 1924, the aging cow

boy had talked with a Colorado Springs 

Gazette and Telegraph reporter about 

the songs he and fellow hands had sung 

on the trail back in 1876. To entertain 

himself in camp, Maynard recalled, he 

experimented with writing new verses 

for one of their favorite songs, a vari

ant of "The Unfortunate Rake" called
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"Japanese tourists have told is the song's lyrics were 

the first English words that they learned."
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Historic Laredo
JUST NORTH OF THE RIO GRANDE, THE SAN AGUSTIN DE LAREDO 
Historic District, a 12-block, downtown area bounded by Iturbide, Santa 
Ursula/i-35 Business, Convent, and Zaragoza/Water streets, encompasses what 
was the original city of Laredo, founded in 1755 by Spanish officer Tomas Sanchez with 
the permission of Jose de Escand6n, the colonizer of New Spain's province along the Rio Grande.  

Within the district, San Agustin Plaza (bounded by Grant, San Agustin, Zaragoza, and Flores) offers 
several sites of interest, including the Republic of the Rio Grande Museum, which is housed in a 19th
Century building that served-according to local 
tradition-in 1840 as the headquarters of the 
Republic of the Rio Grande. Today, the museum 

offers displays about the city's history and re

creates a Laredo home of the 1830s, complete 

with a rope bed and a homemade cradle.  

East of the plaza, the Villa Antigua Border : 

Heritage Museum, overseen by the Webb 

County Heritage Foundation, offers exhibitions 
and educational seminars on historic border life.  

The Webb County Heritage Foundation provides 

a brochure for self-guided walking tours of the 
historic district. For details about the museums, 

call the Webb County Heritage Foundation 

956/727-0977; www.webbheritage.org.  
Facing the plaza, the San Agustin Cathedra 

dates to the late 1700s; Spanish mass is held here 
daily, with services in English on Sunday. (Call 
956/722-1382 for details.) 

Also facing the plaza, the building that houses 

the recently remodeled La Posada Hotel dates to 1916. In the lobby, the The San Agustin 

Italian marble floors boast an inlaid image of a gold Spanish doubloon Cathedral dates to the 
minted under the reign of King Philip V of Spain. See http://laposada.com. late 1700s and today 

Other nearby sites include the Laredo Center for the Arts, which offers Spanish Mass 

occupies an 1884 building that once housed City Hall and a market. The daily, with services in 

museum hosts art exhibits, dance performances, lectures on art history, English on Sundays.  

and musical events. Call 956/725-1715; www.laredoartcenter.org.  

For other details about Laredo, contact the Laredo Convention and Visitors Bureau, 800/361-3360; 
www.visitlaredo.com. -Gene Fowler and Lori Moffatt

"The Dying Girl's Lament," about a girl 

betrayed by her lover.  

Maynard eventually changed the 

dying figure from a girl back to a cowboy, 
and placed the scene in Tom Sherman's 
Dodge City saloon. "I sang it to the boys 
in the outfit," he told the reporter. "They 
liked it and began singing it. It became 

popular with the boys in other outfits 
who heard it after we had taken our herd

to market in Wichita the next spring, and 

from that time on I heard it sung every
where on the range and trail." 

At some point, oral tradition placed 
the story aon the streets of Laredo, the 
Texas border town that was still a part of 
Mexico upon its founding in 1755. When 
Utah folklorists Austin and Alta Fife 
studied 150 versions of the song for their 
1966 analysis of Jack Thorp's 1921 work,

Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
Make Memories ... Save Animals 

" Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
- Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
" Creation Evidence Museum 
- Dinosaur Valley State Park 
" Dinosaur World 
" Historic Courthouse Square 
" Land of the Dinosaurs 
" Oakdale & Big Rocks Parks 
- The Promise 

And Much More!! 

Glen Rose, Texas
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Speaking of Texas 

Songs of the Cowboys, they found that 39 

versions were set in Laredo, more than

in any other locale.  

On at least one 

even traveled back 

to the region of 

its birth. Says Dr.  

Jerry Thompson, 

a professor of his

tory at Laredo's 

Texas A&M Inter

national Univer

sity, "Someone told 

me they were at a 

medieval feast in 

England, where 

'Streets of Laredo' 

was performed in 

English ballad."

occasion, the song

it as a country song or a rock song. It's 

got it all-his gray-haired mother, 

whom he left for the grand adventure

of exploring this

"Sometimes a song lost 

its author and even 

changed its name as 

it passed from mouth 
to mouth."'

the style of an old

Austin musician and author Jesse 

Sublett, who has recorded both acous

tic and electric versions of the song, 
observes, "When you hear a song like 

'Streets of Laredo,' you don't identify

he's also defiant

alien land, new and 

wild and unpre

dictable. He went 

a little wild and 

now he's pay

ing for it. And 
now he's being 

returned to the 

elements-the 

clods of soil, the 

green valley. And 

although there's 

this very humble 

aspect to the tale, 
and celebratory-he

wants jolly cowboys and dance-hall 

maidens to carry his coffin. There's 

something otherworldly about it, kind 

of like looking at the moon and the sky 

at night, when there's really nothing 

more that needs to be said."
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Texas Highways 
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Texas' best I
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International subscriptions are just $29.95 

1-800-839-4997 
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FROM OUR ADVERTISERS 
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Go to www.texashighways.com 

and select Advertising Information 

from the red navigation bar 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on the 

Reader Service Guide to 

Advertisers. Circle the corresponding 

numbers on the postage-paid card 

at right and mail today.  

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free fax 

number: 1-888-847-6035.
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ine:mm www.texashighways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

I PHE:I 1-800-839-4997 (386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Central - Sat & Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

BY3MLii: Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  
Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways-#748 
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1845 Texas & USA Map 
Historic map of the United States 
shows the Texas boundaries in 1845.  
Fletcher-Boeselt Collection reproduction: 
A Historical Series of Restored Early 
American Cartography. 16 x 12 inches.  

Item 32201 ....... $19.95 

Botanical Greeting Cards 
Hand-crafted greeting cards feature 
Texas wildflowers reproduced from 
pressed flowers. Each 5 x.7 inch card 
is hand embellished. Set of 5 cards 
and envelopes makes an artistically 
beautiful gift. Lovely enough to 
be framed. Blank linen inset inside.  

Item 35205 ....... $19.95

Texas Size Mug 
Get several of these unique embossed 
destination mugs! Raised TEXAS with a 
backdrop of boots, the Alamo, a long
horn and cowboys riding horses through 
the bluebonnets. 18 oz.  

Item 37332 ....... $11.95 

Exploring the Brazos River 
From Beginning to End 
by Jim Kimmel and 
Jerry Touchstone Kimmel 
Exploring the entire river system from 
its rocky arms in West Texas to the 
Brazos Valley and into the Gulf of Mexi
co. Includes maps, charts and tips on 
where best to experience the river and 
surrounding countryside. 178 pages, 
full color, soft cover. 8 x 10/4 inches.  

Item 36354 ....... $24.95

Texas Red & Gray Cap 
The attention to detail makes 
this cap outstanding! Our 
6-panel cap with TEXAS 
embroidered on the f-ont, 
white piping and trim around 
the brim and white sttching 
gives with low-profile cap its 
smart style.  

Item 38730 ....... $16.95

Handbag Hangers 
She can keep her purse off the floor, out of 
her lap and securely n sight while dining out.  
Sturdy handbag hangers open to hang her 
purse from the table -op and magnetically 
close to a handy 1.25-inch diameter for 
easy storage. Choose from two styles: 

Texas Star: 
Item 37724 ....... $14.95 

Bluebonnet: 
Item 37726 ....... $14.95

To order, call 1 -800-839-4997 (386-597-4297 

Or visit www.texashighways.com
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2013 
Wall Calendar 
Enjoy the beauty of the Lone Star State 
all year. Breathtaking scenery from the Palo Duro Canyon to 

Davy Crockett National Forest and from the Panhandle to 

the Texas Coast, the diversity of the Texas landscape offers 

something for everyone. Opens to 13 x 21 inches.  

Item# 33153 $13.95 
Order more and save.

To order, call 

1-800-839-4997
or visit 

www.texashighways.com
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CZECH OUT THE 37TH ANNUAL F 
Westfest Polka Festival in West from August 1 
through September 2. The weekend kicks o> 
in the "Czech Capital of Texas" with a pr 
view party Friday as well as the Miss Wes, 
fest contest and an antique tractor pull. n 

Saturday, a parade winds through downtov 
in the morning, followed by the festival a.  
a Taroky card tournament. Sunday featu 
the Kolache 5000 Challenge 5K run, a poi 

mass, and the annual kolache-baking conte 
Enjoy live polka music, performances from 
gional dancers, various art booths, attends 
in traditional Czech outfits, and carnival ri 
for kids throughout the weekend. Also saml 
Czech fare like kolaches and Czech sausage of 
indulge in funnel cakes and other festival food.  
Visit www.westfest.com.

August Events 
BIG BEND COUNTRY 

ALPINE: Big Bend Ranch Rodeo August 10-11. Sul Ross 
S:ate University S.A.LE. Arena. www.bigbendranchrodeo.com 
432/364-2696 

EL PASO: Plaza Classic Film Festival August 2-12. Plaza 
~ieatre. www.plazaclassic.com 915/533-4020 

FORT DAVIS: Prude Ranch 5K,10K and Duathlon 
August 5. Prude Guest Ranch. http://prr2012.eventbright.com 
5'2/431-2500 

MIDLAND: American Plains Artists Annual Juried 
Exhibit and Sale August 16-October 14. Museum of the 
Southwest. www.museumsw.org 432/683-2882 

MONAHANS: Roy Hurd Fly-In August 11. Roy Hurd 
Municipal Airport. www.monahans.org 432/943-2187 

0DESSA: Period Costumes Exhibit August 22-October 27.  
White-Pool House Museum. www.whitepoolhouse.org 
432/333-4072 

O DESSA: Boy Scout Pro-Am Golf Tournament 
August 27. Hogan Park Golf Course. www.hogangolfpark.com 
432/685-7360 

GULF COAST 
BAY CITY: Market Day on the Square August 18.  
Nww.baycitychamber.com 979/245-8333 

BAYTOWN: Summer Concert Series August 2, 9,16, 23, 30.  
Yepez Vineyard. 281/804-3410 

BEAUMONT: Kid Fest August 11. Beaumont Civic Center.  
409/838-3435
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A greal place to explore 
nature or indulge yourself in 
great shopping, dining Dr 

just relaxing.  
Enjoy the warm, friendly 
hospitality Char makes 

Boerne as unique 
as our name! 

BOERNE 
As UNIUE A& Our N

VisilBoerne.org 
888.842.8080

SSONORA 
CHAMBER, OF COMMERCE

WWw.sonoratexas.org 888-387-2830 
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Traveler 

TH SPOTLIGHT 

TEX-MEX MUSICAL TRADITIONS AND 
South American dance collide in the 56th 
summer season of Fiesta Noche del Rio in San 
Antonio. The seven-act production honors 
San Antonio's cultural richness and includes 
mariachi music from Mexico, flamenco from 
Spain, and country from Texas. Bright cos
tumes, energetic dance numbers, and an en
gaging cast captivate audiences with a revue 
that spans decades of musical heritage. Start
ed in 1957 by San Antonio's "First Lady of 
Song," Rosita Fernandez, and produced by 
Alamo Kiwanis Club Charities, the musical 
raises funds for needy children in the sur
rounding area. Shows begin at 8:30 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays through August 11 at 
the Arneson River Theatre, nestled in La Villita 
Historic Arts Village on the River Walk. Call 
210/226-4651; www.fiestanochesa.com.  

BEAUMONT: Founder's Day August 18. Spindletop/ 
Gladys City Boomtown Museum. www.spindletop.org 
409/835-0823 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Corpus Christi First August 3-5.  
Downtown. www.corpuschristifirst.com 

GALVESTON: Chef Robert Irvine: Live! August 18.  
The Grand 1894 Opera House. www.thegrand.com 
800/821-1894 

GALVESTON: BrewMaster Craft Beer Festival 
August 31-September 2. Moody Gardens. www.brewmasters 
beerfest.com 

HARLINGEN: Blues on the Hill August 18. McKelvey 
Park. www.visitharlingentexas.com 956/428-5020 
800/531-7346 

HOUSTON: Returning: The Art of SamuelBak 
August 1-12. Holocaust Museum Houston. www.hmh.org
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HOUSTON: Texas Master Series: Piero Fend, 
"Battlement"August 1-September 1. Houston Center for 
Contemporary Craft. www.crafthouston.org 713/529-4848 

MATAGORDA: Guided Wetland Kayak Trip August 4.  
Matagorda Bay Nature Park. www.lcra.org/matagorda 
800/776-5272 

PORT ARANSAS: Stargazing on the Great Lawn 
August 8, 22. Cinnamon Shore. www.cinnamonshore.com 
888/893-0656 

PORT LAVACA: Port Lavaca Market Days August 4.  
Bauer Community Center. www.portlavacamarketdays.org 
361/552-2959 

RICHMOND: Life In Fort Bend County Through A 
Camera Lens: Photos by Russell Autrey August 
18-October 20. The Fort Bend Museum. www.fortbend 
museum.org 281/342-6478

Hut chinson County 
Museum 

Adobe Wails Trek 
September 29 at 9am Dr. Paul Carlson, speaking 
on his book"Myth, Memory, and Massacre" Dr. Holle 
Humphries speaking about the Quanah Parker Trail 
Initiative. Programs at the Adobe Walls 1864 and 
1874 battle sites with Dr. Jeff Indek.  
Pr'gam'ill e heldt Borger City Hall 600 N. Main next to the Museum; ad sponsored by

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Texas International Fishing 
Tournament August 1-5. www.tift.org 956/943-8438 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Ladies Kingfish Tournament 
August 10-12. www.spichamber.com 956/761-4412 

TOMBALL: Tomball Night August 3. www.tomball 
chamber.org 281/351-7222 

VICTORIA: Art on the Hoof August 23-October 14.  
The Nave Museum. www.victoriaregionalmuseum.com 
361/575-8227 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: Bat Fest August 25. Ann Richards Congress 
Avenue Bridge. www.roadwayevents.com 512/441-9015 

AUSTIN: LEGO KidsFest August 31-September 2. Austi
Convention Center. www.legokidsfest.com 

BANDERA: Market Day August 4. Courthouse square.  
www.banderabusinessassociation.com 830/796-4447 

BANDERA: Cowboy Capital Opry August 7. Silver Sage 
Corral. www.silversagecorral.org 830/796-4969 

BANDERA: Celebrate Bandera August 31-September =.  
Downtown. www.celebratebandera.com 800/364-3833 

BRADY: World Championship Barbecue Goat Cook-Off 
August 31-September 1. www.bradytx.com 888/577-349

FREDERICKSBURG: Trade Days August 17-19. Seven 
miles east of town off U.S. 290. www.fbgtradedays.com 
830/990-4900 

FREDERICKSBURG: Gillespie County Fair August 23-26.  
Gillespie County Fairgrounds. www.gillespiefair.com 
830/997-2359
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FREDERICKSBURG: Vereins Quilt Guild Biennial Quilt 
Show August 31-September 2. Gillespie County Farm 
Bureau. www.vereinsquiltguild.com 830/997-4819 

GRUENE: Old Gruene Market Days August 18-19.  
Historic District. www.gruenemarketdays.com 830/832-1721 

JOHNSON CITY: Blanco County Fair, Rodeo and 
Big Carnival August 16-18. Blanco County Fairgrounds.  
www.bcfra.org 

JUNCTION: Summer Classic Rodeo and Dance 
August 10-11. Hill Country Fair Association Fair Grounds.  
www.junctiontexas.com 325/446-3190 or 210/289-2982 

KERRVILLE: Kerrfest August 10-11. Hill Country Youth 
Exhibit Center. www.kerrville.org 830/927-9627 

KERRVILLE: Guadalupe River Parade August 18.  
Flat Rock Park. www.kerrvilletexascvb.com 

KERRVILLE: Kerrville Wine and Music Festival 
August 31-September 2. Quiet Valley Ranch. 830/257-3600 

LEAKEY: Annual Comic Melodrama: Did You See 
What ISaw? August 31-September 2. American Legion 
Hall. 830/232-6929 

LLANO: Hill Country Hammerfest August 3-4. Llano 
Municipal Airport. 325/247-5635 

MARBLE FALLS: LakeFest Drag Boat Races August 10
12. Lakeside Park and Johnson Park. www.marblefalls 
lakefest.com 830/693-2815 

PIPE CREEK: Summer Buckle Series Rodeo August 3, 
10,17, 24. Begins at 8 p.m. Lightning Ranch on F.M. 1283.  
www.lightningranch.com 830/535-4096 

STONEWALL: LBJ's Birthday Celebration August 27.  
Lyndon B. Johnson State Park & Historic Site. 830/868-7128 
ext. 224 

TAYLOR: International Barbecue Cook-Off August 17
18. Murphy Park. www.taylorjaycees.org 512/365-8485 

UVALDE: FAI World Gliding Championship August 1-19.  
http://wgc202uvalde.com 830/278-4115 

WIMBERLEY: Market Day August 4. Lions Pavilion.  
www.shopmarketdays.com 512/847-2201 

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: CINCH Youth Bull Riders World Finals 
August 1-4. Taylor County Expo Center. 817/626-BULL 

ABILENE: Catch a Rising Star. Houston Grand Opera 
Studio in Concert August 28. Paramount Theatre.  
325/677-1161 

AMARILLO: Blue Dog: The Art of George Rodrigue 
August 10-October 14. Amarillo Museum of Art. www.  
amarilloart.org 

AMARILLO: America's Horse in Art August 12
November 13. American Quarter Horse Hall of Fame & 
Museum. www.aqhhalloffame.com 806/376-5181 

AMARILLO: Center City Block Party August 18.  
Downtown. www.centercity.org 806/372-6744 

CANYON: TEXAS Outdoor Musical Drama August 1-5, 
7-12,14-18. Pioneer Amphitheatre at Palo Duro Canyon State 
Park. www.texas-show.com 806/655-2181 

DALHART: XIT Rodeo and Reunion August 2-4. Rita 
Blanca Coliseum and Rodeo Grounds. www.dalhart.org 
806/244-5646

LUBBOCK: Buddy Holly Center Summer Showcase 
Concert Series August 2, 9,16, 23, 30. www.buddyholly 
center.org 806/775-3566 

LUBBOCK: Harvest Festival Grape Crush August 25.  
Cap*Rock Winery. www.caprockwinery.com 806/686-4452 

POST: Post Stampede Rodeo and Parade August 9-11.  
Post Stampede Rodeo Grounds. www.postcitytexas.com 
806/495-3461 

QUANAH: Quanah Riding Club Parade and Rodeo 
August 3-4. Quanah Riding Club Rodeo Arena. 940/663-2222 

SAN ANGELO: Old Town Second Saturday in the 
Historic District August 11. Orient Street. 325/658-1714 

SEMINOLE: Trade Days August 17-19. www.seminole 
tradedays.com 432/758-0807 

WICHITA FALLS: The Original Texas Ranch Round-up 
August 17-18. Multi Purpose Event Center. www.texasranch 
roundup.com 940/687-4932 

WICHITA FALLS: Hotter 'N Hell Hundred Endurance 
Ride August 23-26. www.hh00.org 940/322-3223 

PINEY WOODS 
COLDSPRING: Trade Day August 25. Courthouse square.  
www.coldspringtexas.org 936/661-8239 

JEFFERSON: Arts on the Bayou Theater Festival 
August 3-5,10-12. www.visitjeffersontexas.com 
903/665-3733 

LIBERTY: Liberty Opry August 4,11,18, 25. www.liberty 
opry.com 936/336-5830 

LONGVIEW: Ink Life Tattoo and Music Festival 
August 24-26. Maude Cobb Activity Center. www.  
inklifetour.com 

LUFKIN: Jordan World Circus August 28. George H.  
Henderson Jr. Exposition Center. 936/637-3976 

NEW BOSTON: The Hottest Festival in Texas 
August 13-18. www.newboston.org 903/628-2581 

THE WOODLANDS: Journey in Concert with Pat 
Benatar August 24. The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion.  
www.woodlandscenter.com 800/745-3000 

TYLER: TheArt of Dance August 9-September 11. Gallery 
Main Street. 903/597-5338 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
ARLINGTON: Country Music Revue August 4,11,18, 25.  
Arlington Music Hall. www.arlingtonmusichall.com 
817/226-4400 

ATHENS: The Triumphant Quartet and New Grace 
Trio in Concert August 17. The Cain Center. http://texas
gospelmusichall.com 903/477-8084 or 903/675-5217 

BASTROP: Bastrop Homecoming and Rodeo 
August 2-4. Mayfest Hill and Ken Estepp Showbarn.  
www.bastrophomecomingrodeo.org 512/923-1440 

BELTON: Central Texas State Fair August 31-September 3.  
Bell County Expo Center. www.centraltexasstatefair.com 
254/933-5353 

BONHAM: Lake Bonham Hoedown August 3,10,24-25.  
www.visitbonham.com 903/583-4731
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Travel one hour north of Dallas and 5 
explore Denison. This Fall you can en
joy the family fun of Fall Fest val in oar 
historic downtown, classic car shows, 
Grayson County Fair, Bark & Paws 
doggie event, or experience a Raku 
Rumble at the Fall Art Walk. Visit oJr 
website for details and oin ii the fun! 
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Meet the artists and 2010 Texas Poet Laureate, 
karla k. morton, at the Center for the Visual Arts.  
Purchase your copy of Passion, Art, Community: 

Denton, Texas, In Word And Image, a project 
of the City of Denton Public Art Committee.  

2012 Inaugural Conference 

Ekphrasis
A Collaboration Among the Arts 

The Greater Denton Arts Council invites 
you Oct. 11-13 to explore the impact of 

intertwining visual art, dance, music, and the 
written word featuring eight Texas Poets 

Laureate at the Center for the Arts.  
For more information, call (940) 382-2787.  

www.dentonarts.com 
Funded in part by the City of Denton 
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BRENHAM: Crush for Fun August 4-5. Pleasant Hill 
Winery. www.pleasanthillwinery.com 979/830-8463 

BRYAN: Messina Hof's Harvest Festival August 1-26.  
Messina Hof Winery and Resort. www.messinahof.com 

BURTON: Texas Ranger Day and A Big Star Texas 
Night August 11. Downtown. www.burtontexas.org 
979/353-0050 

CANTON: First Monday Trade Days August 2-5.  
www.visitcantontx.com 877/462-7467 

CHAPPELL HILL: Lavender and Wine Fest August 11.  
Chappell Hill Lavender Farm and Windy Winery. www.  
chappellhilllavender.com 979/251-8114 

CUERO: Cuero Country Opry August 16. VFW Hall.  
www.cuero.org 

DALLAS: Dale Chihuly Exhibit August 1-November 5.  
Dallas Arboretum. www.dallasarboretum.org 214/515-6500 

DALLAS: Featured Artist Series August 18-September 15.  
Kittrell/Riffkind Art Glass. www.kittrellriffkind.com 
888/865-2228 

DE LEON: Peach and Melon Festival August 7-11.  
Downtown and at the festival grounds. www.peachand 
melonfestival.com 254/893-6600 

DENTON: North Texas State Fair August 17-25. North 
Texas Fairgrounds. www.ntfair.com 940/387-2632 

ENNIS: National Bikers Round-Up August 1-5. Texas 
Motorplex. www.texasmotorplex.com 972/878-2641 

FAIRFIELD: Trade Days August 24-26. Moody Reunion 
Fairgrounds. www.fairfieldtexas.com 903/389-2816 

FARMERSVILLE: Farmers & Fleas Market August 4.  
Historic Onion Shed. www.farmersvilletx.com 972/782-6533 

FORT WORTH: DFW All-Stars Performance August 11.  
Fort Worth Community Arts Center. www.thedfwallstars.  
com 855/823-5550 

FORT WORTH: Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra 
Performances August 24-26. Bass Performance Hall.  
www.fwsymphony.org 817/665-6000 

FORT WORTH: Star Party at the Noble Planetarium 
August 25. Fort Worth Museum of Science and History.  
817/255-9300 

GIDDINGS: Auto Swap Meet August 24-26. Firemen's 
Park. www.giddingsswapmeet.com 512/581-2801 

GRAPEVINE: Rhythm and Wine August 2, 9,16, 23, 30.  
Delaney Vineyards. www.delaneyvineyards.com 817/481-5668

IRVING: Urinetown: The Musical August 3-18. Irving 
Arts Center Dupree Theater. www.irvingartscenter.com 
972/252-ARTS 

LEWISVILLE: Summer Musicals August 3-4,10-11,17-18, 
24-25. MCL Grand. www.mclgrand.com 972/219-8446 

MCKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days August 17-19.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MESQUITE: Doggie Splash Day August 11. Vanston Pool.  
www.cityofmesquite.com/pard 972/216-6260 

NAVASOTA: Navasota Blues Festival August 10-11.  
Grimes County Expo Center. www.navasotabluesfest.org 
936/825-6600 

PLANO: Quilt Plano August 10-11. Plano Centre. www.  
quiltersguildofplano.org 214/244-4324 

ROUND TOP: Heart of the Tin Trunk Musical August 3-5.  
Festival Hill. www.heartofthetintrunk.com 979/250-1843 

SAINT JO: Saint Jo Riding Club Rodeo August 3-4.  
Saint Jo Riding Club Arena. www.saintjochamber.com 
940/995-2885 

SHERMAN: Deep Summer Bluegrass Festival 
August 22-25. Chrystal Opry House at Melody Ranch. www.  
chrystalopryhouse.com 903/546-6893 or 903/818-9023 

WEATHERFORD: First Monday Trade Days August 3-5.  
www.weatherfordparks.com 817/598-4351 

WEST: Westfest August 31-September 2. West Fair 
and Rodeo Grounds. www.westfest.com 

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
LIVE OAK: Hill Country Doll Show and Sale August 25.  
Live Oak Civic Center. www.dolldr.com 830/606-5868 

SAN ANTONIO: Southwest School of Art's All-School 
Exhibition August 1-26. Navarro Campus of the Southwest 
School of Art. www.swschool.org 210/224-1848 

SAN ANTONIO: Balcones Heights Jazz Festival August 
3. Wonderland of the Americas Mall Amphitheatre. www.  
sanantoniocentral.org/jazz-festival 210/732-0055 

SAN ANTONIO: Fiesta Noche del Rio August 3-4,10-11.  
River Walk's Arneson River Theatre. www.fiestanochedelrio.  
com 210/226-4651 

SAN ANTONIO: Sunday Jazz at the Witte August 12.  
Witte Museum. www.wittemuseum.org 210/357-1900 

WESLACO: Alfresco Weslaco August 16. Texas Boulevard.  
www.weslaconow.com 956/969-0838

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 
800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including.' 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  
Send future event information to: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009; e-mail: texasevents@txdot.gov; fax: 512/486-5879. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, 
Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep..



Now On Your Tablet!
Texas Highways digital editions are 
also available on iPad®, Kindle Fire 
and Android" tablets.

www.zinio.com/texashighways 
iPad is a trademark of Apple, Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries.  

Kindle Fire and the AmazonKindle logo are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates.



DPaytripper WITH CHET GARNER 

Life is Good 
in Spicewood 
WHILE Spicewood proper may be nothing more 

than a few buildings tucked away down a coun

try road, the town's real charm lies hidden in the 

surrounding hills. And if you know where to look, 
you'll find plenty of reasons to support the locals' 

claim that "life is good in Spicewood."

9:00 a.m. The best cup 

- of coffee in Spicewood 

(and maybe Texas) isn't served 

in a coffee shop or diner, but in 

a metal warehouse that holds 

the roasting facility of Cuv~e 
Coffee. I popped in for a morn
ing cup and ended up with a 
personal tour from owner Mike 

McKim. After explaining the 
coffee trade and roasting pro
cess, Mike brought me into 
Cuvee's science lab, where I 

watched my morning joe pass 

through experiments and ma

chines that I haven't seen since 

high school chemistry. As the 
first deliciously warm sip hit 

my tongue, I realized there's 

much more to making coffee 

than just pushing a button in 

a morning stupor.  

10:30 a.m. In the mood 
K! to test my courage, I 
drove straight to Cypress Valley 
Canopy Tours for a zip-line ad
venture through the treetops.  

While some areas had to be 

rebuilt after the 2011 wildfires, 
the new course is better than 

ever and includes a head-to

head racing zip and platform 
rappel. Though my body was 
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flying through the trees at in
credible speeds, my mind felt 

more at peace than ever-that 

is, until my wife skunked me on 
the race line. A quick dip in the 

spring-fed pool quickly washed 

away the sting of defeat.  

12:15 p.m. For some 
delicious grub on 

ground level, I followed the 

smoke to Opie's Barbecue.  
Named for the

owner's old dog, 
Opie's imparts 

a literal mean
ing to the name 

"Spice"-wood.  

My half rack of 
Opie's "sweet 

and spicy" pork 
ribs combined

Contact 
Burnet C 

Tourism 
830/798 

www.thehi 
lakes.c

with a link of jalapeho-cheese 

sausage and a cup of spicy 

creamed corn had my lips burn
ing and my belly very happy.  
Luckily, a whopping serving of 
homemade banana pudding 
soothed the burn.  

K 1:30 p.m. I hopped on 
) my mountain bike and 

hit the trails of Muleshoe Bend 
Recreation Area. Beyond of
fering access to Lake Travis,

Muleshoe boasts an excellent, 
6.5-mile bike trail that was 
so fun I had to turn around 

and do it all over again ... in 

reverse. It turns out that many 

of the hills were much more 

fun to go down than climb up.  

K 3:00 p.m. Dripping C_ with sweat from the 

100-degree heat, my only 

chance for survival was a 

dip into Krause 
Springs, a Hill 

the Country oasis 

county where several 
Office, natural springs 
3029; pour over a cliff
ghland side waterfall 
rg. and into a natu

ral swimming 

hole. I dove into 

the crisp waters and felt re
freshed enough to tackle the 
rope swing and explore the cave 

below the water-formed grotto.  

5:00 p.m. Ready to 
slow things down a bit, 

I stopped in at Spicewood 
Vineyards, which has been 
crafting delicious wines for 
20 years. After an informal 

tasting, I picked up a bottle 
of Sauvignon Blanc to go and

ventured off to find dinner.  

6:30 p.m. To try my 
luck at spotting Spice

wood's most famous resident, 
Willie Nelson, I drove to 
Poodie's Hilltop Roadhouse, 
once co-owned by Randall 
"Poodie" Locke, Willie's long
time stage manager. Though 

Poodie passed away in 2009, 
his legend lives on every 

night as live music rings out' 

from this hilltop bar and the 
grill continues to turn out its 

legendary "Poodie Burger" a 
wonderfully greasy hunk of 

beef topped with green chiles 

and pepper-jack cheese. As I 
sat on the deck and watched 
the sun dip into the hills, I 
could fully relate to Poodie's 

motto of "No Bad Days." 

THOUGH Willie was nowhere 
to be seen, I did find ample 
diversions hidden in the Hill 

Country hideaway of Spice
wood. And after spending just 
one day in town, I can now 

adamantly agree that life is 
indeed good here. So, whether 
you follow my footsteps or 

forge your own path, I hope 

to see you on the road. TH
0 
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SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE PAST Excavat ons at the Gault Site, in southernmost 
Bell County, have uncovere: stone artifacts that suggest a human presence in Central 
Texas at least 2,000 years earlier than the Clovis Period (13,500 to 12,500 years 
ago), adding fuel tc the de ate about wher humans first arrived in the Americas.  
Photography Editor Griff Smit, used an off-camera flash to showcase a flake found at 
the 15,000-year level, which was chipped off when an early artisan made a 
stone tool. "This allowed me to direct the light on the flake, show the texture 
of the dirt, and create more depth," says Smith.  

For tours of the Gault Site, visit www.gaultschool.org (Gault School of Archae
ological Research), or cz 1512/245-8734 (Gault Project, Texas State University).  

Look for our story on "The First Texans" in the September issue.

indow on TExas 
Photograph by J. GRIFFIS SMITH
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