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HENRY CHAPPELL o e e e

than 20 years “Nowadays, I hunt with dogs, or I don’t hunt,”
says Henry, whose article this month looks at dogs that track
wounded deer. “But watching a few good blood-tracking dogs

work has mad= me realize that trailing and recovering wounded

deer is not only essential work, it’s
hunting. I could definitely get into
it.” A longtime Texas Parks & Wildlife con-
tributor, Henry has written hundreds
of articles for magazines such as Feld

& Stream, Sports Afield, Orion, Texas Wildlife
and The Land Report. His eight books
include At Home on the Range with a Texas
Hunter, Working Dogs of Texas (with Wyman
Meinzer) and, most recently, Silent We
Stood, a novel. Henry lives in Parker
with his wife, Jane, and hunting dogs
Maggie and Cate.

ME [:UX who weites in i 1ssue

‘and utilitazian hlstory of deer antlers, to

' complete. For years, he kept that ﬁrst s
all the other bucks he harvested. Like
most hunters, he saw antlers only as
o trophles -
V Decades wen: by before :
 came to Are;allz,tha‘t,antlafs a gidi

mementos of a good hunt

cance since prehistoric times. Abog
a year ago he passed along most of his
antlers to an artisan who makes cus-
- tom deer antler knife handle,s; Mike
 is the award—wihnixig author of ‘nia e
‘than 20 nonF ction books;and fhe
 news team leader at TPWD.

JENNIFER L. BRISTOL. o e vt

Texas Children in Nature and is an advocate for increasing
access to nature for children and families in Texas. She is
the former program director for Camp Fire—Central Texas
and the fermer natural resource manager for Bastrop State
Park and has served on multiple national and local boards
that foster youth exploration of

the outdoors. While camping as a
child in the crisp, cold nights of the
Montana backcountry, she became

the fire master of the family camp-
fire so her feet would always be
warm, and she tells us this month
how to get a fire going. Whether
in Texas or Montana, camping has
been a constant in her life since a

young age and is still something she

and her husband enjoy together.
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FROM THE PEN OF CARTER P. SMITH

They hailed from every corner of the state and came dressed for the occasion in their Sunday
finery. Within their purview were the state’s deserts, mountains, rivers, grasslands, forests and brush
country. As a lot, they were as diverse as the lands that they live on and the wildlife they care for.
Among them were ranchmen and tree farmers, quail enthusiasts and prescribed-fire bugs, nature
advocates and extension specialists, water conservationists and watershed managers, philanthropists
and property rights advocates.

To a one, they were also something else. Stewards. Lone Star Land Stewards, in fact.

This year, in an annual ceremony hosted by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Private Lands
Advisory Committee, we had the privilege of recognizing this exclusive group as Lone Star Land Stew-
ard Award winners. It is a longstanding tradition we have carried on since 1996 to help celebrate the
best of the best in Texas’ private lands stewardship. And, in a state that is filled with a rich history and
heritage of private land management, it was no small feat indeed for them to receive such an honor.

By way of background, 95 percent of our state’s habitats are proudly
owned and managed by private landowners. On their lands, the rain-
drops fall, the aquifers recharge, and the springs and creeks flow. Their
farms, forests, fields and pastures are where the blues and bobwhites,
pronghorns and bighorns, deer and dove, waterfowl and wild turkey,
songbirds and horned lizards, raptors and roadrunners, migratory birds
and monarch butterflies reside and pass through. Within those very same
fence lines, many young people pick up their first fishing pole, watch
their first covey rise, take aim at their first buck and learn to appreciate
the power of a good campfire, a breathtaking sunrise and a moonlit,
star-filled night.

In short, they are where you find the wild things and wild places that
our citizens so treasure.

The landowners who steward these places work hard to make it so. Each
and every day, they practice what Aldo Leopold, the father of the science
of wildlife management, aptly called “the land ethic.” These men, women and families are on the front
lines of where the prescribed fires are lit, the invasive and exotic plants are fought, the water sources are
developed, the livestock are rotated, the forests are thinned, the native plants are restored, the soil is
conserved, and the rangelands are improved.

The Lone Star Land Steward Awards program is our way of saying “thank you” to all the landowners
who leave their lands, habitats and wildlife better than they found them. And so we proudly celebrate
this year’s Lone Star Land Stewards: Dixon Water Foundation’s Bear Creek Ranch, Sycamore Canyon
Ranch, Laborcitas Creek Ranch, Tanksley Land Company, Hillingdon, Laurels and Leslie Ranches,
Sky Lewey, and the Winston 8 Ranch, the statewide Leopold Conservation Award winner.

On behalf of all of us at your Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, thanks for caring about our wild
things and wild places. They need you now more than ever.

(it it

ExeEcuTive DIRECTOR

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement:

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing
and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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The Zeiss Terra ED 10 x 42 Schmidt and Pechan Prism Binoculars feature multi-coated Schott ED glass
lenses to deliver maximum light transmission and optimal brightness. A close focus of 5.25" allows sharp
images of small objects, and twist-up eyecups offer comfortable extended viewing.The binoculars are .
waterproof and nitrogen purged to help prevent fogging, and they are designed with ergonomic hand

placement and center focus for steady handling and easy adjustments.
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HAlL CALL

PICKS, PANS

FOREWORD

“Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is a flower,” Albert Camus

once wrote. And indeed, for many of us, Spring Fever runs a close second to Fall

AND PROBES

Fever, inciting us to wax poetic about the weather and find any excuse to head
outdoors. For some, the chill in the air makes us dream of campfires and autumn
leaves; for others, the dreams revolve around one particular animal — the white-
tailed deer.

He’s a magnificent creature, the white-tailed buck. He wears a crown that

defies logic, at least to those like me who sometimes wonder about the intent

FROM OUR

READETRS

LETTERS

LEARNED A BIRD

Igot my August/September 2014 issue
of Texas Parks & Wildlife and was delighted

to read the article by Cliff Shackelford on

“12 Birds Every Texan Should Know.”

One morning I was sitting on my patio

and saw a strange bird I had never seen

before. 1 got my bird book out and

of natural design. The deer that dwell in the shadows of my Hill

couldn’t find its picture. |

Country woods slip quietly through, wary of the human inhabi-
tants and our ever-inquisitive dogs. When traversing those thick
woods myself, | often emerge scratched up and the worse for wear
after becoming entangled in dense cedar and oak thickets. And
yet, I've seen bucks with eight or more points fly through that
same tangle with barely a flinch.

Beyond the backstrap, there’s more than a desire to gain a trophy
in our lust for whitetails. Since the earliest man hunted deer for
meat and then discovered those useful tools provided by antlers,
we've desired those racks that balance atop their heads. Perhaps it's

told my son about it, and we
both thought it might be a
grackle.

When I read Cliff’s article
I found my answer. I have
seen red-winged blackbirds
most of my life. The bird I
saw in my yard in Tyler was
the female.

I read Texas Parks & Wildlife

their very beauty, even more than their usefulness, that feeds our
fever. In this issue, we finish up a sort of two-part series (following
Russell Graves’ fine October article on the results of antler restric-
tions) by looking at the antlers themselves — culturally, historically
and artistically.

An artistic look is quite appropriate this month as we welcome a
new art team to Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine. As Pablo Picasso once
said, “The artist is a receptacle for emotions that come from all over

“I have been to many

state parks in Texas,

best-kept secret.”

DEBBIE MAHA
Clear Lake

cover to cover. | hope more
bird pictures come up.
EL1ZABETH M. HALL

and this one is the Tyler

DESERT MILESTONE
would like to compliment

you on your article “Ay,

the place: from the sky, from the earth, from a scrap of paper, from a
passing shape, from a spider’s web.” With this kind of inspiration fueling our fire,
we asked Art Director Nathan Adams and Photo Editor Sonja Sommerfeld to help
us present the vision of TPWD writer Mike Cox and magazine Chief Photographer
Earl Nottingham in a creative way, resulting in the wonderful sepia-tinted layout
you'll see in these pages.

November also brings our annual profile on the winner of the Aldo Leopold
Award, the top honor of the Lone Star Land Steward Awards program. Every year,
we read about how families transform tired ranchland back into its natural state
— replanting grasses, removing invasive species and, in the case of the Winston 8,
using prescribed burning and enlightened replanting to attract wildlife of all kinds.

In this issue, you can also learn about a historic butterfly invasion and visit Bren-
ham, where you'll find even more art and nature to enjoy. There’s no cure for Fall
Fever, except to get out and enjoy the beauty of the season.

Loure BoND, EDITOR

IO # NOVEMBER 2014

Chihuahua!” (August/Sep-
tember 2074) about the Chihuahuan
Desert Research Institute. Both the arti-
cle and photographs did an outstanding
job of highlighting this unique and vital
institute tucked away in the Davis Moun-
tains of the Trans-Pecos.

As we celebrate a milestone anni-
versary, we look back in amazement at
what has been accomplished in the past
4.0 years, and in gratitude to the many
founders, donors and researchers who
have made the CDRI so successful.

Your article stated that my husband,
James Scudday, was the founder of CDRI.
Sadly he has passed away, but he would
have wanted you to know that he and A.
Michael Powell were co-founders of the
CDRI. Others instrumental in the early




MAIL CALL

days of CDRI were Grainger Hunt,

Arthur Link, Dwight Deal and our first
executive director, Dennie Miller.

La FERNE SCUDDAY

Alpine

BEST-KEPT PARK SECRET
just finished reading the article by Tara

Humphreys called “West Texas Meets
Hill Country” (August/September 2014,).
My family has been going to South Llano
River State Park for over 20 years. I have
been to many state parks in Texas, and
this one is the best-kept secret. Birds are
everywhere. Hummingbirds invade from
late spring through August. Turkeys roam
freely. Biking trails for casual bikers along
the river are great. Mountain bikers are
challenged by the trails on the hills. The
river is calm and clean.

DEeBBIE MAHA
Clear Lake

PROTECTING THE NECHES
just finished reading the July 2014
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine. I thank

you for the “River Revival” coverage. A

large and active group of river-bottom
folk in East Texas are working diligent-
ly to save the Neches River — mainly
between Lake Palestine and Steinhagen
Dam, about 225 miles — as a Wild and
Scenic River. That is an uphill battle.

| We have published a Neches River book

that emphasizes river protection and
revival. It is called Let the River Run Wild!

F.E. ABERNETHY

Nacogdoches

MAPPING TEXAS
‘ ~ Jow, I am delighted! On Page 28
of the August/September issue,
you showed a little state of Texas and a
dot to show where the article refers to.
Oh, how I wish you would do this with
every article that has a reference to a
place in the state of Texas. It would be
a quick reference and so meaningful.
There would be no need to have to get
our Texas map out and look it up.
You see, we lost our daughter to
Texas. She loves Texas and has a very
happy marriage and job. One way
to keep in touch with her and her

family is to subscribe to your magazine
to learn more about the state. When
we visit twice a year [ bring a folder of
your articles that seem interesting and
places we all might go and all enjoy.
Frequently I have to go to our Texas
atlas to find the place the article refer-
ences. Your little pic of the state with
the dot is an instant reference.

The quality of the articles and photog-
raphy are most interesting, and the little
history lessons are always appreciated.

DAVE ROBINSON
Hancock, N.H.

Sound off for Mail Call

Let us hear from you!
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine
welcomes letters from our readers.
Please include your name, address
and daytime telephone number.
Write to us at
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine,
4200 Smith School Road,
Austin, TX 78744.

Fax us at 512-389-8397

Email us at magazine@tpwd.texas.gov
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

CAMPFIRES.

S’MORES.

STARGAZING.

TEXAS &

BB01B

TEXAS STATE PARKS &=

Get the newest Texas State Parks license plate.

www.ConservationPlate.org
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TEXAS STATE PARKS

The Texas State Parks Bluebonnet license
plate is also available and benefits State Parks.
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Volunteers count winged marvels in the Hill Countgx

Deep azure skies greet
46 butterfly enthusiasts
who gather on & June
morning at a Medina
coffee shop for a dose of
caffeine and last-minute
instructions before
embarking on the fifth
annual North American
Butterfly Association
(NABA) count at Love
Creek. Rebecca Flack of
the Nature Conservancy
divides up the record
number of volunteers
into eight teams and
sends them afield to scour
the

countryside

Bandera County
the

colorful winged insects.

for

Leading our six-person
team is expert Richard
Kostecke, the Nature
Conservancy’s associate
director of conservation,
research and planning.
Amateurs and experts
alike participating in the
day’s count are all part of
NABA'’s standard-zed national event
to discern trends in North American
butterfly populaticns.

The national count, says Kostecke,
is patterned after the long-runn:ng
national Christmas Bird Count but
pegged to a Fourth of July season that
stretches from June I through July 31.
NABA also accepts U.S. buterfly data

from spring and fzll seasonal counts.

I2 * NOVEMBER 2014

Kostecke’s team, composed o= rr_yself

anc. two couples, heads for the 2,-00-
acre Love C-eek Preserve in the Bardera
Canvyoalands west of Medina. The
former private ranch represents one
of ike mation’s most diverse habitzts of
spring-fed creeks, scenic mountzins and
steep canyons harboring remnant stands
of bigtooth maples, Texas medrone,
rar2tobusch cacti and other native flo-a.

At the
kill, Kostecke sr-des into a

cop of the first
field of nativ= grasses, low-
growing shrubs and oaks,
kis binoculars scanning for
Lutterflies just beg:nning to
kecome act:ve on a pleasantly
ccol summer morning. With
a checklist and notepad in
hand and a camerz sporting a
telephote lens sluzg over his
shoulder, the entomologist
looks like a

professional. The -est of us

consummate

neophytes follow behind,
trying to spo: wha- in most
cases 1s a ﬂutter:ng insect no
bigger than a dime. Kostecke
calls out th= names of species
he sees — Reakir:'s blue, Gulf
fritillary. daintv sulphur —
tallying as ke goes.

“Love Crzek counts typically
result in an abcve-average
individual count, buat average
for diversity,” Kostecke says.
“Out here, it's rmore art than
science. The maost -mportant
thing is consistency.”

Our team sperds most of the
morning hiking aleng tke rocky Love
Creel: bettomlands. where butterflies
congregaze to obtain mois:tre and to
feed on the plentiful nectar plants.
The checklist provided sy noted
buttexfly expert Tem Collins begins
to fill uo: juniper hairsizeak, red-
spotted admiral, clouded skipper,
dun zebra heliconian.

sk-pper,

OL11d AHYV1 @ OLOHd



TOP PHOTO BY ROBERT MCCORKLE / TPWD; MIDDLE PHOTO © ROLF NUSSBAUMER; BOTTOM PHOTO @ TODD STEELE

Voluntee

flies near Nredina ¢

effort to track but

I strain through binoculars to admire
the dainty creatures’ subtle spots and
streaks on chalky powder-blue and
yellow wings.

Overhead, a broad-winged hawk
circles and a small flock of aoudad
sheep glued precariously to a canyon
wall look down before scampering up
eand over the precipice to the plateau
high above. The count continues for
another hour before we call it a day. We
end the merning with a respectable 19
species and more than 200 individuals.

We poin: our sore feet toward our
vehicles tc head to the designated
rendezvous spot — the Love Creek

ZEBRA HELICONIAN

GULF FRITILLARY

Apple Store in Medina. Other team
leaders, who have rz=turn=d from
Medina Garden Nursery and nine
private ranches, call out the:r species
count for Ccllins to comgpile. The
tally appears to have -allen just two
shy of the 60-species goal, but severa
pkotographed, but yet unidentified,
butterflies remain to be -denti-ied later.

A week _ater, an e-mail from Flack
nctes that the subsequent positive IDs
dc reveal three additional species,
nudging the total court to a record-
high 61 species. She also points out
that the five-year combined total
fo- the Love Creek count has hit 34
species, a figure that represents more
than 10 pe-cent of the total number of
U.S. buttexfly species.

‘n Texas, tahe Rio Grande Valley
contains the greatest buzterfly divers:ty
— more than 300 different species.
It's no wonder the three-county ar=a
is home to NABA’s National Butter{ly
Center and Mission’s Texas Butterily
Festival, held tais year NMov. 1-4.,

So grab a fizld guide, a good pair
of binoculars and a camera and jo:n
a growing sport that one day may rival
onz of America’s other favorite natural
pastimes — birding. #*

— Rot McCorkle

_SIGHTS & SOUNDS |

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE TV AND RADIO

Oct. 26-Nov. 1:
Prehistoric
paddlefish; Sky
Lewey profile; San
Jacinto archeology;
biking McKinney
Falls State Park.

family connections;
Stephen F. Austin
State Park; Caprock
Canyons moonset.

Nov. 16-22:
East Texas black
bears; snapping
turtles; Palo Duro
Canyon; tracking
spring health; ducks

Nov. 2-8:
Flounder fishing;
socializing outside;

Tanksley Land in a row.

Company water

wranglers; Engeling Nov. 23'29:_ )

WMA morning. Bear Creek prairies;
big bass in Texas;

Nov. 9-15: Lake Arrowhead

Moving horned
lizards; teaching
young hunters;
Hillingdon Ranch

State Park;

Balmorhea fish;
Austin is the bat
capital.

It's the return of the Texas horned lizard.
Watch the week of Nov. 9-15.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our televisiong,ji“"“%%
g‘;m@*

series is broadcast throughout Texas on
local PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed
captions.

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv

Passport to Texas is your radio guide to the
Great Texas Outdoors. Visit the website,
www.passporttotexas.org, to find a station
near you that broadcasts the show,
or listen online.

PASSPORT TO TEXAS

Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays for a st n,
90-second excursion into the Texas Outdoors. §€%%
LA
5
5O

Find a station near you, or listen on the Web at %

www.passporttotexas.org

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * I3



Beyond the Dome

.
-

Enchanted Rock offers more than a climb to the top.

OK, I admit it. The only thing I did on
my first trip to Enchanted Rock State
Natural Area was hike to the top of the
majestic pink granite dome for which
the site is named.

After all, its
spectacular beauty beckoned me to the

massive size and
summit for the awe-inspiring views.
As I stood on top, trying to catch my
breath, I could see for miles. It was

indeed gorgeous, and many others

I4 * NOVEMBER 2014

agree, making it one of the most
frequently visited sites in the Texas
state park system.

“Of the more than 250,000 visitors
per year, a good number of those
visitors hike to the top of Enchanted
Rock, take in the view, turn around,
hike down, cross it off the bucket list
and then leave,” park interpreter Scott
Whitener says.

However, there’'s much more to
Enchanted Rock State Natural Area
than “just” the rock.

Since that first visit, I've hiked nearly
all of the trails at Enchanted Rock.
Several miles of trails weave around the
majestic peaks of Enchanted Rock, Little
Dome, Turkey Peak, Buzzard’s Roost
and others, offering stunning scenery.

“The base trail that connects to
Turkey Pass shows off one of the coolest
exfoliation features on the rock and

Park closures are possible on busy week-
ends and holidays for safety and resource
protection; consider visiting on weekdays to
avoid the crowds. The park is 18 miles north
of Fredericksburg on Ranch Road 965, or from
Llano, take Texas Highway 16 for 14 miles
south and then go west on Ranch Road 965.
For more information, call (830) 685-3636 or go
to www.ipwd.texas.gov/enchantedrock.

takes people tkrough a well-shadec oak
woodland,” Whitener says. “The hike
u>d the back side of the Little Dome
features graniie amph:theaters and the
feeling of solizuce that early explorers
to the area may have experienced.”
You don’t nave tc look far to spo:
a white-tailed deer, lizard or valiure.
The diversity of plant life at Enchanted
Rock is truly special because of the drier
eavironment. Look for ferns, grasses,
cacti, yuccas, shrubs and other plants
that spring from cracks in the granite.
For anothsr unicue experience,
wait until darx and look up. Removed
from urban sprawl, you can easily ses
the stars, planets and constellat:ons,
even the Milky Way. To recognize
the park’s spectacular night skies, th=
Dark Sky
Association recently certified
Enchanted Rock as an
International Dark Sky ark.

Int=rnational

It is currently one of enly two
Texas state parks (Copper
Breaks Stat= Park beingz the
other) with this designation.

Enchanted Rock
offzrs

also
rarger programs,
camping, picnicking, rock
climbing, geocaching and
more. Your visit will be
better if you're preparec.
Wear good footwear, bring
lots of water and don't forget

that dogs need care, too. %

— Tara Humphre)s
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Keep your nelghborhoods, campgrounds \ ol TEXAS
and favorite places in Texas safe from £ ) | e
invasive insects and diseases. d: 1 :Mwooure
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BLUEBONNETS

Our twist on the S-ate Flower of Texas.

Made with diamends, sapphires, and
tsavoritz garnets.

Available in a va-iety of settings, call
our friendly staff with any questions
Made in Texas, by Texans.

See the full collection at...
www.KirkRcotDesigns.com

C. Kk vt Chesigns-
10000 Research Blvd #126, Austin, TX 78759
www.facebook.com/CKRDesigns

(800) 299-5475
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Winning Shots

Mother Nature’s smile: Here are the winners
from our Texas State Parks 2014 Photo Contest.

If you enjoy visiting our Texas state parks, there’s a
pretty good chance you carry a camera with you when you go.
From the West Texas desert to the Gulf Coast beaches to the
East Texas piney woods, our parks and all of the activities
they offer go hand in hand with photography. Based on the
number of Texas State Parks 2014 Photo Contest entries,
photo buffs were ready for the challenge of sharing their
most playful moments in those parks. Entries were received
from every corner of the state and illuminated the diverse
beauty of our natural landscapes as well as the many ways in
which to enjoy them.

The contest consisted of three categories: Over age 18, 17 and
under, and Instagram. The Instagram category was added based
on the popularity of the app for sharing outdoor experiences
on social networking sites. All of the 1,300-plus entries were
winners in their own right, and just as no two snowflakes
are alike, the same could be said of the photographs. Each
represented the distinct creative eye of its maker, which made
judging all the more difficult. In the end, one first-place award
was given for each of the three categories along with several
honorable mentions. Winners received a GoPro camera. We
are proud to share the category winners with our readers. %

—Earl Nottingham




AT LEFT: “New Day" taken ABOVE: “Untitled” taken at BELOW: “Arched Tree”
at Monahans Sandhills Caddo Lake State Park taken at Stephen F. Austin

State Park State Park W ! T E R L E ! F
CATEGORY: Over 18 CATEGORY: Instagram CATEGORY: 17 and under

WINNER: Tommy Johnson WINNER: Jake Kazmirski WINNER: Collin Hile Our twist on a Texas Wildflower.

To see all of the contest winners and honorable mentions, as well as all of the

other entries, go to: www.tpwd.texas.gov/photography. Made with diamond, tanzanite, and

pink sapphires.

Available in a va-iety of settings, call
our friendly staff with any questions
about this collection

Made in Texas, by Texans.

See the full zollection at...
www.KirkRootDesigns.com
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Ready for a read trip? If you were to
drive across th: middle of Texas from
the Pineywoods to the Chihuahuan
Desert, you could cross the ranges of
each of Texas’ eight species of Texas
ash. While ash is certainly widesprsad
in Texas, its existencs is in peril.

An impending threat to the survival
of ash trees in Texas looms in the fcrm
of an invasive beetle, the emerald
ash borer, an exotic invasive beetle
from eastern Asia. It was accidentally
introduced into the U.S. two decades
ago in crates and pallets made of ash
wood. Since 2002, it has kill=d tens
of millions of ash -rees throughout
the eastern U.S. and is making its
way west. Tocay, tke beetle spreads
through contaminated ash lumb>er and
firewood. It hasn’t made it to Texas
yet, but has been found in Arkansas.

Ash trees tend to grow in swamps,
along rivers, sreams and creeks, and
on slopes and in canyons near wazer.
Although rarelv the dominant spe-zies
in a woodland. they are essential parts
of the understory and mid-story of
plant communities in which they
occur. They can be found in most s:ate
parks in Texas.

Ash trees be_ong to the olive family.
Ashes are easily identified by their
winged fruit, called a samara which

contains a single seed with a long

flattened wing. (Maples, in contrast,
have two wings instead of one.) The
winged seeds provide food for many
kinds of birds and wildlife. Ash trees
in Texas offer important stopover
habitat for migratory birds using the
Central Flyway.

Among hardwoods, ash wood is
prized for its toughness, streng-h and
elasticity. It is valued in electric guitar
bodies because it produces a bright,
cutting tone with a sustaining sound
quality. The bodies of horse-drawn
carriages and wagons were made of
ash because of the wood’s strength and
ability to flex when suspendec. In the
early days of automobile manufaziuring,
car and even aircraft bodies were made
using ash. Ash wood is used widely in
meat smoking and barbecue.

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center, in partnership with th= U.S.
~orest

Service, has begun the Texas Asa Seed

Forest Service and Texas

Conservation Project to col.zzt and
bank seeds of all Texas ash spec:es as an
insurance policy against the possible
extinction of ash trees in Texas.
Texas Master Naturalists, the Native
Plant Society of Texas, Texas Society
of Arborists and local community
organizations are being engaged tc
help with the project. %

— Keran Clan
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Tiny Fliers

The early fall mist is still
rising off the bay as we
park the car in Rockport, the
Hummingbird Capital of
Texas. Getting out, our optics
immediately fog over, and
we wonder aloud how we're
going to see the birds without
clear binoculars or cameras.
Our question is answered
almost immediately as
the staccato roll of angry
hummingbird chirps
shatters the silence when

we approach the grove

Ruby-throated
hummingbirds fill the air.

of trees.

While found primarily
in the eastern half of the
state, with a huge migration
each fall on the Coastal
Bend, ruby-throated
hummingbirds can be seen
throughout Texas. It’s not
surprising when one shows
up at a feeder in El Paso or Prasidic.
They are most numerous in Texas in
early to mid-September, but can be
found in good numbers April througn
mid-October.

The male is noted for a deep gree=a
head, moderately long, heavy bill and a
black chin over its gorget, an ar=a that
may appear to be ruby red, orange,
green, black or gold, depending on the
light. The ruby-throated hummingbird
tail is deeply forked, with the outer
feathers extending obviously keyond
the wing tips when resting. Female
ruby-throated hummingbirds arz more
subtly colored, with an identifiasle
green crown.

Ruby-throated hummingbirds neec
shelter for nesting and escape, so &
good hummingbird garden mus: begir

with trees. Be sure to include plenty o2

their favorite plants: salvias (especial'_y
salvia gregg‘ii, or autumn sage). trumper
creeper, Turk’s cap, penstemons anc

coral honeysuckle.

>
B

For more on hummingkhirds, go o
www.tpwd.texas.gov/hummingbirds.

WEils these nlants take care of
-heir nzctar neecs, studies now show
chat hummingkirds also -equire
insects in their diet. Composites like
Mex:zan hat,

sanflowers, etz.,

B:hinacea, CC)I‘EOpSiS,

daisies. as well as
lzntana are good choices beczuse they
astract -nsects. Scme of them. notably
lentanz, produce enough re:tar fo-
the hummingbirds to s:eal a sip now
and egzin as well.

Low perching sites are also zmportant

for these birds,

can be useful in this role. American

and rative brushes
beautyberry, elbow oash and wax
myrtles are good selections, as zre short
trees like dogwoods, sumacs, mountain
laurels and redbuds.

If you want to attract hummingbirds
during a drouzht, »-ovide water.
Water can best be provided bv 2 mister,

a bird beth with “

dripper or a fountain >ut ke=p them

water wigzler,” a
shallow. “hen s:t back and enjoy the
kumm:ngbird show. #

— Mark Kym
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STAR CUT
BLUE TOPAZ

Our twist on the State Stone of Texas.

Availeble in a variety of settings, call
our friendly staff with any questions
about this collection

Made in Texas, by Texans.

See the full collection at...
www.KirkRootDesigns.com
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10000 Research Blvd #126, Austin, TX 78759
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SKILL BUILDER

JENNIFER BRISTOL

Firecraft 101

Six easy steps to build the perfect fire.

A=y,
ﬁgl ;\?f‘;‘

Since we first discovered how to
blow a spark into a flame, people have
gathered around campfires to stay
warm on chilly nights. These days,
meals cooked on fires are an away-
from-home treat, and as the moon
rises, the stories and songs float up like
wisps of smoke.

What makes a perfect campfire?

First, select a good place to establish
a fire ring away from low-hanging
trees, shrubs or dried grasses. Many
national, state and local parks will
provide a space for a fire, but if you
have to make your own, make sure
you strip back the soil until you hit
mineral earth. Line the circle with
either a mound of dirt or large rocks
to prevent the fire from creeping out
of the circle. Make sure your tent is far
enough away from the fire so that ash
or embers don’t get on the fabric.

Second, make a pile of tinder in the
bottom of the fire circle in the space
you want to place the wood. Tinder

consists of dried grasses, leaves, pine
duff or very small twigs. If you plan
ahead, you can make your own tinder
by packing empty toilet paper rolls with
dryer lint. Always make sure whatever
tinder you are using is securely placed
under the larger logs so it does not float
away from the fire once it is ignited.
Newspaper or other lightweight paper
is not a good tinder in the woods as it
can float away too easily.

Third, place the larger logs over the
tinder. You can either make a pyramid
with the larger logs that you brought
with you, or you can create a log cabin
by stacking the logs in a box formation;
both techniques have merit. Make sure
the wood you bring or purchase at the
camp store is dry and not infected
with oak wilt. In most parks, gathering
firewood is prohibited, so make sure
you bring enough to meet your needs
for your entire adventure. The best
wood to use is from the local area.

Fourth,

between and under the logs, but make

insert kindling wood

sure you allow enough space for air to

move through. Kindling is any stick

A good fire starts with tinder such as grass
or leaves and then moves on to bigger
sticks and logs.
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that is larger than tinder and smaller
than a log; choose sticks that are about
the size of your fingers for best results.

Fifth, light it up! If you have a
good balance of tinder and kindling,
you will not need lighter fluid or
other flammable liquids. If you have
only small matches, you can make a
longer lighting tool by twisting some
tinder together in a 6- to 8-inch-long
bunch. Remember, fire needs air to
fan the flames. If you want to blow on
the fire to help it ignite, don’t get too
close to the flame or inhale the smoke
too deeply.

Sixth, sit back and enjoy the warmth
and comfort of the campfire and get
ready to tell stories, make s’'mores and
make a memory. If you are using your
fire to cook, light it an hour before
cooking. You want to use the heat
of the coals, not a large flame. Coals
provide even heat to cook your camp
cuisine thoroughly.

Children love campfires as much as
adults do. Make sure you set up the rules
and boundaries in advance of lighting
the fire; don’t be afraid to repeat those
rules every hour. One way to make sure
your kids respect the fire is to include
them in a fun lighting-of-the-flame
ceremony or allow them to have a role
in building the fire. Engaging them will
also ensure they become safe, skillful
fire builders in the future.

The most important step is the last
one. Put out your fire completely
before you doze off under the stars or
retreat into your cozy cabin. Water and
soil are the enemies of fire and should
be on hand before you light it up. Pour
a healthy amount of water on the flame
and coals first to cool the heat, then
add a layer of soil to suffocate the rest
of the fire. If you don’t have much soil,
use a long stick to spread out the coals
in the fire ring so they don't touch
anything that might ignite later. *

- Washingtor County
Children, Zaughing, Meeting Smile gfter Smile...
Dec.6-7: .. “hristmas Stroll/Lighted Parade/Scavenger Hunt

_ Dec.7: - #*Texas Master Chorale

Dec. 14: Chappell Hill Holiday Home Tour
The Nutcracker Ballet
Candlelight Christmas
Christmas at Winedale
Dec.31: New Year’s Eve Gala
Jan. 18: Uptown Swirl Wine Walk in Downtown Brenham

VisitBrenham[exas.com
For a free Visitor Guid: call 1-800-509-1752 = Facebook.com/Brenham.Texas
On fiwy. 290, halfwa y between Austin and Houston

HERMANN SONS FRATERNAL INSURANCE

»  Insuring a better future for Texans
at all stages of life since 1861.

WHOLE LIFE « TERM LIFE
» ANNUITIES

800-234-4124
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Dq/vs in the Fle / By Tom Harvey

I]ESTINATIUN:WASHINGTON COUNTY

-
TRAVEL TIME FROM: L a 4

= L

-\

A
AUSTIN — 1.5 hours / BROWNSVILLE — 5.5 hours / DALLAS — 3.25 hours U
HOUSTON — 1.25 hours / SAN ANTONIO — 2.25 hours / LUBBOCK — 6.5 hours / EL PASO — 9 hours

The Birthplace of Texas

Brenham, Barrington and the Bard are among Washington County’s delights.

The winding road to Brenham ends with put-the-
top-down, bucolic scenery — green, rolling farmland where
wildflowers run riot in spring and cows graze contentedly.
Just don’t forget to enjoy the culture of the area as well,
whether it’s exploring the birthplace of Texas, indulging in
first-class barbecue or a taking a seat in a barn to watch the
immortal works of the Bard.

This is Brenham, home of Blue Bell ice cream and the
Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site. From
this delightful little city, radiating outward along country
lanes, past the white fences of pastoral horse farms owned
by Houston expatriates, are a dozen sister towns: Burton,
Chappell Hill, Independence, Winedale, Round Top and
others, each with unique charms.

We left Austin on a Thursday evening, feeling worn out by
city life. In two hours, we were sliding back in time to a slower
country pace. As evening shadowed the warmth of an August
day, we wheeled our bags into the Ant Street Inn, a bed-and-
breakfast in downtown Brenham.

26 ’t’wmm 2 o;; h\
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Mile-high ceilings and red brick give this 1898 structure
comfortable charm and a historical feel. The walls hold a
hodgepodge of art, much of it focused on Texas history,
along with American pioneer classics. A drawing of what
appears to be John Smith marrying Pocahontas adorns the
grand staircase that takes guests to I4 themed guest rooms
on floor two.

The inn started life as a retail store for the mercantile
business of Swiss immigrants Josef, Sigmund and Benedict
Schmid. Suzy and Keith Hankins bought it in 2011, excit-
ed to continue the work of Pam and Tommy Traylor, who
restored the Renaissance Revival-style building as a boutique
hotel in the early 1990s. There’s a lot of food and drink
within easy walking distance of Ant Street. Brazos Valley
Brewery is right around the corner on West First. Home
Sweet Farm farmers market just down the street brings
fresh-grown produce and artisan foods from area farms into
town most weekdays.

The inn's fabulous back veranda sweeps the entire length

THOd "M 2143 @ OLOHd
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of the second story, overlooking a huge

zottonwood in an inviting back garden
w-th a trickling fountain. Tke morn-
irg we awoke there cawned misty, with
~ow, foggy clouds draping th= town and
faraway trees showing gray through the
white vapor.

We had determined to start our day
at Washington-on-the-Brzzos, a short
drive north of Brerham. But first we
scught a fortifying -olt of locally roast-
2d Independence Coffee at the Must
B= Heaven ice cream shop just one
slock away.

In 2003, Independence Co-fee
Co. owners Ragan and Christi Bond
roasted their first 2,000 pounds.

“We gave away 1,800 pounds to “riends
and others willing to take the chance witk
avery ‘green’ product and compzny,”
Ragan said. “We drank the rest.”

Today, Independence roasts more
“kan 200,000 pounds a year, sell-
irg to big retailers like H-E-B and
Whole Foods. The 3onds kave some
:leliciously distinctive coffe=s, includ-
irg Madalyn’s Backvard Pecan, which
Hoasts real pecan pieces and is named
fer their daughter, who used to gather
oecans for this flaver.

A block from Mus: Be Heaven is the
Washington County Visitor Cenzer in
-he historical Simon Theater, the focus
of a civic effort to fund a restorec. confer-
=nce center and concert and film soace.
Here, visitors will fird abuncant maps

and information for regional tovrism.

We headec north to tae dirthplace
of Texas. Three wonderful facilities
brirg history tz life he-e: Washing-
ton-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site,
its associated Barrington Living His-
tory Farm and e Star o~ tae Republic
Museum, run ky Binn Col ege. It was in
Independence Fall that the Texas Decla-
ration of Inde==ndence was signed.

We saunte-ec into the cool indoor
visitors center er:d serased the exhibits
and artifacts. Wkile tellirg stories of the
past. this site emoraces modern inter-
active tools. A Wzb-based game called
“In Washingtor: Tcwn” takes visitors to
March 1836, waere they olay the role
of young farm Loy or gi-l, wavzling to

Washington zcwn in searzh of his or her

fath=r, who is cverdie fzor a supply trip.

The newer “Texas 1336~ mobile
phone app presents a virtual version of
Washington. As you stroll the grounds
pointing your sma-tphone, historical
images and info-ma:ion emerge —you
can even take a virtual photo stand-
ing next to Sar: Houston. (Travel tip:
Dovmload tke =pp a: home; the park
visitors center signal is fin= for routine
mat:ers but toc slow for big downloads.)

Sated witk virtual his-ory, we headed
to the Barrington Living History Farm
for :he real deal. This fully function-
ing 19th centurv coton facm centers
on Barringtox, the 1844 home of the
last president 5= Texas, Anscn Jones.
The staff works th= farm :n full period
dress, performing daily chores as if it

were 1850. Farm doings varv with the
seasons, and the park nosts a szries of
special events focusec on butchering,
medicine, leatherwork, blacksmithing,
gardening, hearth ccokirg and more.

We eventually ran inito W:lliam Bar-
ret Travis — the pig, that is, not the
Alamo defender. The little I-year-old
Ossabaw Island hog hec beer born the
previous July, and he was migkty skit-
tish around strangers — no doabt why
his breed has survived and stayed pure
on their Georgia barr:er island. After
trying unsuccessfully to coax him out
for a photo, we finally stcpped bo:her-
ing little Travis and moved on.

Our visit coincidec with the annu-
al Chappell Hill Lavender and Wine
Fest, and we savored _ts varied boun-
ties along country lanes, whick even
in August showcased Telds of roll:ng
green. For lunch we rolled into the
town of Chappell Hill and bumped up
the wooden porch into Bevers Kitch-
en. a classic down-heme coun:ry din-
ing establishment, where the f5lks are
friz=ndly and homemazde pies call your
name from a tall, glass—fronted ccoler.

Early that evening, tired anc a little
wilted from the heat, we turned scuth-
west toward Round Tep end our cho-
sen lodging for the n:ght. Tke Prairie
by Rachel Ashwell. This gorg=ous
green getaway boasts a kevy o cottages
around an 1800s farmhous=

Previous owner Leacre Frudhcmme

(o1t rnuzd on Pege 52)

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE % 27






While most hunters today primarily view white-tailed deer
as a source of lean meat and trophy racks, the antlers grown
and shed every year from the foreheads of bucks are more
than just symmetrical (or sometimes not) calcium formations
intended by nature as a means of self-defense and as a symbol
of genetic quality. Since before recorded history, antlers —
either taken frcm harvested deer or picked up after they have
been shed — have comforted and benefited man as spiritual

icons and cultural artifacts ranging from tcols to art.

BY MIKE COX




Somewhere between the
take-a-deer-or-go-hungry
days and the taming of the
Texas frontier in the final
quarter of the 19th century,
the size of a buck’s rack
became a matter of hunter
pride and bragging rights.
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Hotel in Blessing.

The formaticn of the hunter/conservationist group Boone and Crockett Club

in 1887 by avid hunter arid future “big stick” President Theodore Roasevalt
happened acout the time that hurting began its transition toward I:ieing more of
a sporting activity than strictly a means to acquire meat on the cloven hoof. The
club developed the iumerical antier scoring system still used tcday.
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For hunzer-gatherers, a deer's antlers amounted to the Home Depot raw
material section of the day. The heavy end of a deer antler made a good knife
hancle, and the sharp tines could be used as awls. Pieces of antler also came in
hancy for digging and flint-knapping. These days, deer antlers are used mostly
for ornamental purposes. One hunter’s blog lists 51 things that can be done
with antlers, the last (or shou d it be first?) being merely looking at them and
remembering a great hunt. Some uses include: jewe ry, buttons, drawer pulls,
lette” openers, wall hooks, larp bases, dog chew toys and Asian medicine.

X

Antler roo;ﬁ c'z‘t&rrw
Wildlife A4anage#r3gnt

Area outside Kerr‘ﬁﬁlez{_»
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Following the sacred deer,
the first people emerge
from the serpent-filled
underwater world in the
west. Lighting their way
with torches, they walk east
toward what they will come
to call Dawn Mountain. Once
they reach the high ground,
the deer that willingly
led them from the abyss
beneficently sacrifices itself.
When the deer falls, its
carcass suddenly blooms
with peyote buttons. The
vision-producing plant even
grows from the tips of the
deer’s antlers. Eating the
deer, the people become
gods and the world begins.
— Creation Myth

Aicleologist Carobn Boyd, who directs the Shumla rock art

rasearch and education program in Val Verde County, believes
tnat this creation myth, originally ascribed to the Huickol culture
of narthern Mexico but now thought to be much older than that.
i« recorded in encient rock art nzar the Rio Grande. Paintings
fourd in *he high rocF canyons cf the lower Pecos River often
depict deer figures and numan-/ike figures wearing antlers. If
not every culture’s view of cosmelogy, the roughly 4,000-year-
old painting at the White Shaman site nevertFeless represents thz

emergencs uf dzer antlers as a cultural icon in the Southwest.
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In 1881, German-Texan Albert Friedrich tired
of working for someone else as a bartender
and bellhop and decided to go into business
for himself. With adult-like promotional
acumen, the 17-year-old Alamo City teenager

opened a saloon on Main Plaza in San Antonio.

He named it The Buckhorn.

34 x NOVEMBER 2014

At some point early in that venerable
establishment's history (it's stillin business),
young Friedrich had a great marketing idea. Since
many of the cowpokes and others who came to
town had little more than a change of shirts in
their saddlebags and even less in their pockets,
Friedrich came up with the notion of offering
afree drink to anyone who brought in a set of
antlers he could hang on the wall of his saloon. As
word spread of this arrangement, the watering
hole acquired a Texas-size collection of antlers
that appealed to the growing tourist trade.

When Prohibition put most saloons out of
business starting in 1922, deer antlers helped
keep the Buckhorn open for business. Friedrich
continued to use his still-growing collection of
antlers to entice visitors. Instead of topping off
beer mugs, the entrepreneurially minded San
Antonioan sold lunches and nonalcoholic drinks.
He also opened one of Texas' first curio shops, a
big draw being his hall of horns.

Expanding on her husband's concept, Emilie
Friedrich started swapping free drinks for
rattlesnake rattles — minus the snake, of course.
She then transformed rattles into souvenirs that
out-of-state visitors could hardly resist taking
home to show how wild Texas was.

Friedrich could have used a little help with nomenclature
in naming his saloon. Horns and antlers are not the
same thing — bovines have horns, and deer sport antlers.
Horns consist of material similar to fingernails and grow
on both males and females; antlers are made of bone
and, with rare exception, are particular only to bucks.
That said, the BUCKHORN SALOON does have a
better ring to it than BUCKANTLER SALOON.
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During the rut,
many hunters use
aset of antlers to

Hearing the brittle clac«ing of an-ler-on-a-tler, a buck thinks another ouck is fighting a rival
for the favor of a nearby doe. Against wnat shculd be his t-wtterjudgrncrt the opporunis:
buck lopes to the scene expectm:f to w n over the fair acy mly to be- Pﬂed by a \f\/a|t|ng
hunter who has set dowr his ratt ing horns ﬁnc plckec: Lp 1is rn‘le -

And sc, yet another set of antlers eithe goe:; up on the wall er gets tu red mto some other L
form of cultural artlfcct o L
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Hunt deer long enough, and it'll eventually happen.

Maybe you simply shot the buck
poorly. Maybe he jumped as you
squeezed the trigger. In any case, the
deer bolted, and you didn’t see him fall.

After a half-hour wait, you follow up.
Sure enough, you find blood spots, but
the trail disappears after a few yards. A
careful search turns up nothing.

You mentally replay the shot and try
to convince yourself that you just nicked
him. But you know the truth. If you
don't find him, coyotes will.

You could call in your buddies to help
with the search, but that’ll take time,
and the trail is growing fainter by the
second. You'd best mark the blood spots
and bring in a tracking dog.

Hunting deer with dogs is illegal in
Texas, but using as many as two trained
dogs to recover wounded deer is legal in
all counties except a few in East Texas.

On a warm March day, I try to keep
up with Bliss Lay and her dog Kya, a
young blue lacy, while they work a blood
trail across hilly, brushy ranchland near
Hamilton. As the team disappears over a
hill, I remind myself that Bliss is a little
younger than I am. And my daughters.
And she’s five months pregnant.

Don't worry, we aren't hunting out of
season. Kya is following a trail laid 12
hours before, part of a test sanctioned
by United Blood Trackers (UBT). A
deer hide awaits at the end of a winding
trail. Between “first blood” and the
end of a (minimum) 800-yard run,
the testers had dribbled a maximum of
8 ounces of deer blood from a squirt
bottle. The trail had been laid out with a
GPS, so the testers knew every turn.

Kya splashes across a creek. Marlo
Ondrej, the UBT judge, nods and says,
“Good girl.”

Marlo shows me the blood spots after
Kya moved on. Dry and pale in the late
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morning sun, they could’ve passed for
natural coloring on the grass and rocks.
[ wouldn’t have seen them on my own.
Eight ounces of blood spreads awfully
thin over 800 yards.

Young Kya looks uncertain in the
high grass at the base of a hill. After a
few minutes Bliss brings her back across
the creek to “last blood.”

Kya regains her intensity and crosses
the creek again. Back in the high grass,
she tries working air scent more than
ground scent this time. After a short
search, she finds the deer hide. High-
fives and whooping all around. Kya
sniffs the hide excitedly while Bliss
fusses over her newly credentialed
tracking dog.

Back at the barn that serves as test
headquarters, Bliss talks with me about
Kya, hunting and blood tracking.
Born and raised in a ranching and
hunting family, Bliss now ranches
with her husband near Stanton. She
has also worked as a hunting guide for
several years.

“I wanted an all-around ranch and
hunting dog,” she says. “I did some
research and found the blue lacy, and
just wasn't prepared for the energy and
prey drive. Before that, I had a Lab, and
he was like ‘doe-de-doe-de-doe.” Just
laid back. I was completely in the dark as
to how to control her [Kya] J

She sought the help of Mike Chittum,
a Fort Worth-area hunting dog
enthusiast. After six weeks of obedience
training, Kya returned home to start
serious tracker training.

“The biggest thing is to trust your
dog,” Bliss says. “Most of the mistakes
I've made on trails have come from
second-guessing Kya. You have to build
their confidence by not setting them up
to fail.”

Marlo Ondrej funs abiue lacy -
il during a field

cation for tracking deer. Bavar-
ian mountain scenthounds such

 asTriton, right, are bred fo track



Bliss started training Kya's puppies on
a hot-dog trail at five weeks.

“We started on a two-foot trail,” she
explains. “I laid out a thick line of blood
and let it warm up a little, and then laid
pieces of hot dog on it. You just slowly
make it longer. As they get older, make
sure to have a big reward at the end, not
in the middle. They have to finish the
trail to get their reward.”

Before her UBT qualification, Kya
had already found two deer under actual
hunting conditions, one after a 400-
yard trail.

“I had shot a deer — not the greatest
shot,” Bliss says. “I had no idea where she
went, but Kya found her really quick.”

As we talked, other dogs and handlers
awaited testing. I noticed a German
shorthaired pointer, a Rhodesian
ridgeback, a wirehaired dachshund, a
German wirehaired pointer and, of
course, other lacy dogs.

Wherever you find more than a few
lacy dogs, you're likely to find Marlo
Ondrej, surely the world’s No. I lacy
advocate. A lifelong hunter, hunting
guide and hard-core dog nut, Marlo
manages the Covered Gate Ranch near
Uvalde. Since 1998, she has owned and
maintained the Lacy Game Dog Registry.

Marlo’s first tracking dog was an
Australian shepherd mix.

“He just happened

to be awesome at

it,” she says. “But I

knew that it was just

happenstance and that

I'd need to find a dog

bred for the job.”

Research led her

to the blue lacy.

After she'd gotten

involved with lacy

dogs, she learned that

she’s a great-great-
granddaughter of Frank Lacy, one
of the breed’s founders. Thanks to
Marlo’s lobbying, the Texas Legislature
designated the blue lacy the official
state dog breed in 2005. Although
“blue” or slate or gunmetal gray is the
color most associated with the breed,
lacy dogs can also be yellow, red or
tri-color.

“For Texas conditions, lacy dogs are
ideal,” Marlo says. “Their short hair
is perfect in our heat and in brushy,
thorny country. They're big enough and
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Bliss Lay and her dog Kya,
_young blue lacy, ta
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gritty enough to run off-lead, have a
good nose and are very intelligent.”

Marlo’s first advice for beginners:
Study Tracking Dogs for Finding Wounded
Deer by John Jeanneney (www.born-
to-track.com). “It’s the bible of blood
tracking,” she says. “After that, it’s
exposure and consistency.” Her lacy
dogs get plenty of both.

Marlo stresses that while early
training is important, basic obedience
should be instilled in a dog before
heading afield for serious training, let
alone real tracking.

“But you have to make the training
fun, get the dog up to a high energy level
and make sure he knows why he’s out
there,” she says. “Otherwise, he'll think
he’s just stumbled across some scent and
there happens to be a deer hide at the
end of the trail.”

A.J. Minns, a dog handler in
Hunt, puts it this way: “When a dog
is successful, handlers need to be
acting like kids on
Christmas morning.
It has to be fun.”

Ten years ago,
A.J., alongtime
deer hunter, had
to call in a tracking
team. The dog work
impressed him so
much that he decided
his next dog would be
a tracker. Research
led him to the
Bavarian mountain
scenthound and,
ultimately, a trip to Poland to fetch
home a puppy — Triton.

“The breed was developed in the mid-
1800s, specifically for tracking wounded
game,” A.]. says. “Triton is a very
methodical tracker — much slower than
lacy dogs and some of the other breeds
— but he really shines on an old track.”

Sure enough. Most years, Triton and
A.]. track down 20 to 30 deer.

Texans can run deer-tracking dogs
off-leash. In many states, dogs must be
kept on-leash, a less-than-satisfactory
approach when the deer can still run.

Robbie Hurt, a South Texas rancher
and houndsman, recovers around 60
wounded deer every season. More than
half of those deer are still alive and have
to be brought to bay.

“We'd almost never catch a deer if we
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had to keep dogs on a lead,” he says.

Robbie runs a pack of bobcat hounds
and always keeps a pair of deer dogs on
hand. His first deer dog was a hound/
border collie cross. Although some of
his deer trackers are hounds, he likes
hound/cowdog crosses because they're
gritty enough to bay a big buck.

Robbie’s dogs learn on the job.

He sets up no artificial blood trails.
He simply introduces the young dog
to blood and encourages him to do
what comes naturally, although he
usually starts a young dog with an
experienced dog.

“My pair of deer dogs usually consists
of a solid dog and an up-and-coming
dog,” he says. “Just watching my older
dog, I can see when my young dog gets
off-track and I can correct him.”

Like most handlers, Robbie wants his
dogs silent on the trail to keep the deer
on its bed as long as possible. Although
hounds aren’t known as paragons of
obedience, Robbie expects his deer
dogs to handle well.

“The thing I worry most about is one
of my dogs getting off on a neighboring
property when the hunters haven't
alerted the landowner and gotten
permission to pursue. That’s about the
only time I'll put my young dog on a
lead,” Robbie says. “I don’t want to get
into a trespassing situation.”

Just how effective can deer-tracking

dogs be?

A few years back, at daybreak, Robbie
started his dogs after a wounded mule
deer in the dry Trans-Pecos, near
Sanderson. The track was 48 hours
old. The dogs picked up the blood trail
and tracked the deer into a dry valley
while Robbie followed their progress
with a GPS tracking collar. After two
mountain crossings — and a distance
of nearly 10 miles — the dogs brought
the buck to bay so that it could be
dispatched by the hunter.

That’s exceptional dog work under
harsh conditions. Even the best dogs can't
pull it off every time.
Fortunately, they’re rarely
called on to do so. Deer

mortally wounded by a

rifle shot rarely go more

than 500 yards. The best way to learn about training
“Hunters can help a blood-tracking dogs is to attend
seminars and tests held by breed

king t by bei
pracking team by being clubs and tracking organizations:

honest with themselves,”
A.J. Minn says. “If you've UNITED BL TRACK
made a bad shot, you unitedbloodtrackers.org
know it the instant you

pull the trigger. Mark

N ROSULIF {
the spot the deer was lacydog.org

standing when you hit

him, note the direction LA AME DO(
he ran and don't walk bluelacydogs.org
on the blood trail. The
second you realize there’s
a problem — that’s the

For a list of tracking teams
in your area:

time to contact a AR DL T
tracking team.” % texasbloodtrackers.com

unitedbloodtrackers.org
For county-by-county regulations
regarding the use of tracking dogs.

consult the TPWD website,
www.tpwd.texas.gov
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Opposite page: Roy Hindes Il and hunter
Jason Phillips work with 8-year-old Shep
o track deer.

_ This page: These beagle/Teist puppies play

in the East Texas woods, honing their skills
for the day they can become tracking dogs.
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A sufrounding

PRESCRIBED BURNING TURNS WATERMELON PATCH INTO AWARD-WINNING PROPERTY.

IMON WINSTON STARTS HIS PICKUP,
and the country-and-western channel
on his satellite radio kicks on with the
late, deep—voiced\]ohnny Cash singing
his classic Ring of Fire.
“And it burns, burns, burns
“The ring of fire, the ring of fire. .”
Winston was parked on the highest
point of land on his family’s timber-
studded farm five miles south of Nacogdoches to discuss
with a visitor, among other things, the important role of
prescribed burning in conservation. Cash’s song could
not have been more appropriate. Winston and his parents
may not have
burned in the
shape of a ring,
but their smart,
safe use of fire
has transformed

the'3,418 acres

him this summer
morning in
the pines:

“Before my
parents owned it,
we used to slip on
to this place to steal
watermelons,” he
says of his high
school days in the
1970s. “That’s all it was back then, basically just one big sandy
watermelon patch with no trees.”

" These days, the only watermelon to be found on the Winston
8 farm comes from a grocery store.

What the Winstons have done with their property, one of the
larger privately owned pieces of land in this part of East Texas,
earned them the 2014 Leopold Conservation Award, the state’s
highest honor for pr:vate land conservation efforts.

Given in honor of renowned conservationist Aldo Leopald,
the prestigious award is conferred each year by the Sand
County Foundation, a nonprofit organization devoted to

private land conservation, in partnership with the Texas

Parks and Wildlife Department as part of its Lone Star Land
Steward Awards program. In Texas, the Lzopold Conservation
Award program is sponsored by the Lynde and Harry Bradley
Foundation, the Lee and Ramona Bass Fcundation, DuPont
Pioneer Farm Credit and the Mosaic Company.

Virginia H. Winston accepted the Leopold crystal award and
a check “or $10,000 at the annual Lone Star Land Steward
Awards dinner in Austin last spring.

The Winston 8, while sometimes called a ranch, is not a
typical Texas spread. It has grass — native bluestem — but no
cattle are growing fat on that grass. “Tree farm and wildlife
preserve” would be a more appropriate moniker.

When the late John
Winston and his wife
azquired the acreage in
the 1970s, they began
reforesting it. Today,
the place is a verdant
blend of loblolly pine
with a growing number
of longleaf pines. The
Winstons kept some
of the land clear —
planted with native
grass — to provide
cover for a resurging
population of bobwhite’
quail and Eastern
wild turkeys. Wetlands
provide habitat for
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Left: Simon Winston on the
Winston 8 Ranch in East Texas.
Above: Winston and his mother,
Virginia, do a controlled burn.

migratory waterfowl. :
“Thankfully for

Texas, more and

more landowners
are quietly yet diligently working to restore their property :
to benefit a host of habitats and fish and wildlife species,”
TPWD Executive Director Carter Smith said at the awards
banquet. “The Winston family has absolutely led by example.
Through a substantial commitment of time and effort, they
have converted a close-cut tract of land into one of the state’s

finest examples of exemplary land stewardship.”
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Most of the Winston 8 and probably 99
percent of the rest of the timbered land in East
Texas are covered with loblolly pine. But that’s
not the way it used to be.

“Originally, East Texas was mostly longleaf
pine,” Winston says. “After all the native timber
had been taken, they went to planting loblolly
pine, which grows faster.”

But longleaf grows straighter and is generally
acknowledged as a better variety of pine. And
unlike loblolly, it won't be killed by surgical,
prescribed burning. Because of that, the
Winstons started planting longleafs.

“The nation benefits when private
landowners seize opportunities to recover
damaged land, as the Winstons have done,”
said Brent Haglund, Sand County Foundation
president. “Families like the Winstons show
us that the ethic and spirit of Aldo Leopold’s
writing and work continue.”

The Winston family was nominated for

“the Leopold Award by U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service biologist Jeffrey A. Reid.

“The property has an active wildlife habitat
improvement program that involves timber
management, prescribed burning, invasive
species control and native habitat restoration,”
he says. “It is obvious the Winston family
is planning for the long term and not just
immediate wants and needs.”

Reid’s nomination of the ranch noted these
accomplishments:
~» Restoring 180 acres of native longleaf
pine, thinning 700-plus acres of loblolly pine
to promote forest health, and cléaring and

'V/“seeding 93 acres for native grass and forbs, as
well as undertaking significant efforts to rid the
ranch of invasive Chinese tallow trees.

» Stocking 80 Eastern wild turkeys in
2007-08 and suspending turkey hunting on
the property until the population expands and
is sustainable beyond the boundaries of the
ranch. Already, wild turkeys are frequently
seen on the property.

» Managing the ranch’s deer population
to produce some trophy bucks. Additionally,
4.5 white-tailed does were released on the
property to diversify the genetics of the deer
herd on the ranch. Since the ranch is low-
fenced, this also benefits the deer herd on
surrounding properties.

» Employing innovative wildlife management
techniques, such as creating clear spaces on
the ranch to increase usable habitat for wild
turkey hens. These openings, in addition to all
pipeline and power line openings, have been
planted with native grasses.
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The sine-studded Winston 8 Ranch wen
the state’s top land steward award for
2014 for its wildlife F abitat improveme

» Using the ranch for research,
ecucational and l:“e-enrichment
purpases In additicn to often
provicing access to other privaze
laadowners youth groups and
physically challenged individuals th=
propecty is ~outinely us=d by stat= anic
federal agercies as « demonstration
arza fo- southern p:ne beetle hazard
recuctior, prescr-s2d burning,
thinning, lengleaZ pine restoration ar.d
native grass and for> restoration.

» Using prescribed burning to red.uce
thz tareat of wildfize.

Wtk irput from the Texas Forest
Service and TPWD, Winston does
conit-cllec baarns in 5- ta 30-acre chunks
or. a two- to threa—year rotation.

Wins-on tries to ge: his neighbors and
othe- lancowners in his part of tae steze
inzerestec in prescribed burning, but -t's
be=n a hard sell.

“A lct of them are more scared of

coatrolling burning than a possum is cZan

LAND STEWARD AWARDS

To nominate a landownszr for a
Lone Star Land Steward Award cr
to learn more about the awards,
go to www.tpwd.texas.gov/
landsteward. Nominations

are due ky Nov. 30.

ax handlz,” he says. “But it’s what needs -0
be done. Just lozk at the wildfire they had
in Bastrop in 2011. ~he places that did=a’-
burn are where -ae underbrush had kee=
reduced by preseribed burns.”

Actually, athes Fasi Texas landowr.ers
don't have -c go :0 Bastzop to see the
benefits of prescribed burning and oth=r
conservatior. measares All they have to
do is visit the Winstcn 3.

“When Joan Winstox acquired the
property ir the 197Cs, i was _argely
a cutover traz: of lanc,” Reid said ir
ais nom:mzton “Intznsive planting,
manager-en: and Larvesting have led
“his propearty to be helc up as one of tke
oremier examples of multiple-use for=st

-and and open pinz management.” F

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 449

X
>
z
o
¥
X
g T
o
=
o
%)
=]
<
m
>
=)
8
z
3
z
7]
5 T
>
S
£
°
2
&
o]
3
T
m
o
(7]
=
<
Q
o
>
(2]
m
>
m
Q
c
=
b
z
=
3
b
2
o




HISTORIC 1921 FLOOD BROUGHT

LEGEND, LORE & LEGACY

ov. I, 1921. A mother looks to the
South Texas sky, marveling at a cloud of
ashes hurtling toward her, fluttering,
falling, blotting out the sun. She peers
more closely and realizes they are

butterflies, las mariposas, and la madre falls

to her knees and makes the sign of the cross as the insects fill

the air around her. She knows this day is Dia de los Angelitas,

the part of the Dia de los Muertos celebration set aside to honor

dead children. She believes the children have returned on wings.

This particular butterfly story
sprouts from seeds planted weeks
earlier in tragedy. Central Texas
languished in a bone-dry drought, and
people begged the heavens for rain.
Their answer came when remnants
of a Category I hurricane left Mexico
and moved north across Texas, where
it rammed into a high-pressure
system, lingered over an area from San
Antonio to Temple, and roared.

Dave Owens, National Weather
Service meteorologist, recalled the
event in a 1970s talk to a Taylor-
Thrall young farmers group: “At
4:19 p.m. on Sept. 9, 1921, a low
rumble of thunder was heard to the
south of Taylor. This was to mark the
beginning of the greatest excessive

50O * NOVEMBER 2014

rainfall, not only in the Taylor area
but also [for its time period] in the
entire United States.”

The onslaught of lightning and
thunder terrified residents cowering in
their homes.

“The rain came down in great sheets
of water,” 83-year-old Henry Rozacky
Jr. recalled in the Taylor Daily Press, 57
years after the flood hit his home in the
Friendship community near Taylor.
“This wasn't a rain; it was water being
poured down upon us. The thunder and
lightning was a frightening thing. The
lightning made all objects appear green.”

The storm crashed atop the area by
7 p-m. All during its rampage there was
a continuous roar, caused by thunder,

falling rain and gusts of wind. Neither

SUBSEQUENT BUTTERFLY DELUGE

thunder nor lightning ceased the entire
night. In Taylor, 10.5 inches of rain
fell in three hours before slowing down
and allowing residents to hope for an
end to the deluge. Instead, at 3 a.m. a
second wave arrived.

Rain covered much of South and
Central Texas, including along the
Colorado River, which rose by 18.2 feet
in Austin, leading to widespread damage
as creeks overflowed and tore apart
roads. Telephone and telegraph lines
were down throughout the area, a 15- to
20-mile stretch of railroad was washed
away, and bridges were destroyed.

In Friendship, Rozacky tried to herd
pigs and sheep to higher ground.

“Soon we were sloshing in water no
matter how high the ground,” he said.
“The dirty swirling water was above our
knees, and all countryside became a
solid ocean.”

Since the telephone still worked, he
called for insight on how high he could
expect the water to go. He was told,
“Don’t worry; it'll never get any higher.”

It kept rising.

Five miles north of Taylor, the town
of Thrall officially got the worst of it,
with 38.2 inches of rain falling in just
24 hours, for decades cited as a record
for the continental United States.

F.A. Nolte, a cotton farmer near
Thrall when the storm hit, recalled in



a 1973 Waco News-Tribune article how his
family reacted to the deluge. “Uncle
Harmon would walk back and forth on
the porch and look at the rain and say,
‘My God! When’s it going to quit?’ "

Entire families drowned in the
unexpected onslaught, including a clan
camped on the banks of Brushy Creek.

“When the water started rising, they
couldn’t get out and had to climb trees,”
Nolte said. “They tied one of the little
kids up in a tree so he wouldn't fall out,
and figured the water couldn't get to
him. But the water got over the trees
and they were all drowned. When the
water went down, they found the little
kid's bodly still tied to the tree.”

The San Gabriel River ran three
miles wide, and the Little River near
Temple was five miles across. The San
Gabriel saw three surges of water, the
first a four-foot wall of water that had
the river rising two feet per minute
until it jumped its banks, Owens said.
Eighteen houses were seen floating
past the Circleville community. Owens
quoted a death toll of 159 people.

The storm was also something of an
omen for Friendship. The community,
which dated back to 1847, was mostly
destroyed by the storm and rebuilt on
higher ground, but in 1980 a dam was
constructed, and the waters of what is
now Granger Lake covered Friendship.

As the waters receded in 1921,
men on horseback tried to
rebuild bridges but sank
into the mud up to their
saddles. Many pigs had gone
feral and had to be shot.

Central Texas slowly
dried out, and two
weeks later something

seemingly magical

happened: Butterflies. Lots and lots
of butterflies. First spotted near

San Marcos, they filled the skies and
covered everything in their peth.
Estimates are 25 million a minute flew
for 18 days toward Mexico, as many as
6 billion total.

The species that invaded th=
area was the American snout
butterfly. The belief is that
snout butterflies react
to extreme drought
conditions followed
by extreme rain by
quickly multiplying. The
reasons are many: The parasizes that
usually keep the butterflies in check
are scaled back by the drought, and
the snouts push the reproduc:ive
pause button in dry times but kick
into action when it rains. Just as
important, the wet weather brings
to life the drought-resistant spiny
hackberry, a common South “exas
shrub that serves as a main host/food
source for the snouts.

With its wings closed tight, :he
snout presents a drab gray color,
giving it the appearance of a dead leaf.
Once open-winged, a brilliant flash
of orange, black and white is revealed.
All the prettier for mating.

And the snout invasion was all about
mating. Think of it like cool high
school senior boys who date wice-eyed
freshman girls. The freshman boys then
have to look elsewhere for dates. So the
sky was full of young male snouts
seeking new mates while the
freshly emerged females mated
with the older butterfl.es.
Snouts can go f~om egg

to adult butterfly in 16

days, so the explosion

in nurabers makes sense.

There was a certain poetry in
the timing of the butterfly, seen
since Roman times as a symbol
for the souls of the dead, arriving
, on the Day of the Dead, a two-

R day celebration that stems

from an Aztec festival originally
dedicated to the goddess Mictecacihuatl.
Cn Nov. 1, children construct an altar
tc welcome the angelitos, the souls of lost
children, back for a visit. The altars are
fi_led with cookies, milk and toys for the
lost children. The adult souls arrive one
day later.

The lost children were said to live in
the fourth of 13 Aztec heavens, a place
ti'led with lash greenery where it is
fcrever springtime. This heaven, called
Tlalocan and ruled by Tlaloc, a water
god, was the final home for people
who died in water (as well as newborns
end mothers who died in childbirth).
During the spring, Aztec rain—making
ceremonies gruesomely involved the
sacrifice of newborns because their
tears were considered pure.

A centurv ago, a mighty storm
brought the souls of children on the
wings of billions of snout butterflies
to incredulous South Texas residents.
Even today. every few years or so,
the conditions are right for another
srout invasion, incredible clouds of

winged sou’s. %
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(Continued from Page 27)

and her partner, Danny Reibeling,
painstakingly found, moved and
restored the sprawling B&B's historical
structures, formerly known as the
Outpost at Cedar Creek. In the
2000s, Rachel Ashwell discovered

the place on her recurring trips to the
region’s famed antique shows. When it
came up for sale in 2010, she bought
it and furnished all the rooms anew in
her signature shabby chic style.

What is shabby chic, you ask?
Imagine a snowstorm of white and
pink curtains and bedspreads, along
with distressed furniture and naturally
rustic walls, floors and fixtures. In the
Blue Bonnet Barn where we stayed, tall
picture windows lined one wall of the
front sitting room, where the golden
light of morning came dappling in
through lace curtains. The effect is
romantic, nostalgic, captivating.

“My bed-and-breakfast is part
aesthetic inspiration from Marie
Antoinette, part authentic detail from
Coal Miner’s Daughter and part passion
from Gone with the Wind,” writes Ashwell
in her 2011 coffee table book Shabby
Chic Inspirations.

That night we had tickets to the

season finale of Shakespeare at
Winedale, which turned out to be a
rollicking rendition of The Comedy of
Errors. For Texans who appreciate high
culture in a down-home setting, this
Lone Star original goes down sweet,
like barbecue with champagne.

In 1970, University of Texas at
Austin professor James B. “Doc” Ayres
created a program, now housed in the
English Department, to help students
better understand Shakespeare by
performing the plays. Each summer,
15 to 20 students spend 11 weeks
living and breathing the Winedale
experience, culminating in 24
performances during July and August.

The main performance space is a
barn donated by Ima Hogg, who in 1965
created the Winedale Historical Complex
in Round Top (southwest of Brenham)
through a gift to the university. Today
the 225-acre complex includes a 20-acre
lake, historical houses and educational
facilities, plus woods and pasture that
provide the outdoor classroom for the
Gideon Lincecum Chapter of Texas
Master Naturalists.

The next day we lunched at Royers
Cafe in Round Top, a regional

culinary sensation. Folks cram into the
little café for delicious Southern fare,
including another delectable selection
of homemade pies, in case you didn’t
get enough over at Bevers. The little
town around it affords a delightful
tourist stroll, with wine and gift shops
that blend the comfortably upscale with
quaint and authentic Texana.

Alas, it was finally time to depart for
home. Regrettably, we hadn’t been able
to squeeze in all of the outstanding
nature tourism adventures around
Brenham, including birding, fishing,
boating, bicycling and more. Camping
and outdoor fun opportunities abound
at nearby Lake Somerville State Park
and Trailway, which has two separate
units on the lake’s western and northern
shores. Plus there’s the private Big Creek
Resort Marina and Campground, while
the lake’s southeast shore offers three
Corps of Engineers-operated camping
parks — Rocky Creek, Yegua Creek
and Overlook. We didn’t make it to the
historic tourist towns of Independence
or Burton, either.

Luckily, the great thing about
discovering a wonderful place to visit is

... you can always come back. *

STEWARD
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To find out more about becoming a sponsor of the
Lone Star Land Steward Awards, or to learn how to
nominate a deserving landowner for recognition, please

visit www.tpwd.texas.gov/lsls or contact Nancy Gillespie
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FOUNDATION
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at (512) 389-8119 or nancy.gillespie@tpwd.texas.gov

Nominations must be submitted by November 30.
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Presenting Sponsor of the 2014
Leopold Conservation Award for Texas

~ Silver Level Sponsors

Colorado River Land Trust and
Lower Colorado River Authority

Luther King Capital Management

US. Fish & Wildlife Service,
Partners for Fish and Wildlife

Bronze Level Sponsors

Capital Farm Credit + Dorothy Drummer & Associates
East Wildlife Foundation « Llano Springs Ranch, Ltd
Nature Blinds » Nueces River Authority » Oncor
San Antonio River Authority - Texas A&M
Forest Service * Texas Agricultural Land Trust
Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association
Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board

- Texas Westmoreland Coal Company.
Texas Wildlife Association
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
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- Wear it toc[au

TAKE 85% OFF
INSTANTLY!

When you use your
INSIDER OFFER CODE

Back Again for the First Time

Our modern take cn a 1929 classic, yours for the unbelievably nostalgic price of ONLY $29!

ou have a secret hidden up vour sleeve. Strapped to your wrist
Yis a miniature masterpiece, composed of hundreds of tiny moving
parts that measure the steady heartbeat of the universe. You love
this watch. And you still smile every time you check it, because you
ramember that you almost cidn’t buy it. You almost turned the
rage without a second :hought, figuring that the Stauer
Metropolitan Watch for only $29 was just too good to be true.
But now you know how right it feels to be wrong,

Our lowest price EVER fo= a classic men’s dress watch. How can
we offer the Mezropolitan for less than $30? The answer is simple.
Stauer has sold over one million watches in the last decade and
many of our clients buy more than one. Our goal isn't to sell you a
single watch, our goal is to he_p vou fall in love with Stauer’s entire
line of vintage-inspired luxury timzpieces and jewelry. And every great
relationship has to start som=where...

Tells today’s time with yesterday’s style. The Metropolitan is
exactly the kind of elegant, must-have accessory that belongs in
every gentleman’s colleczion aext to his British cufflinks and Italian
neckties. Inspired by a rare 1929 Swiss classic found at auction, the
Metropolitan Watch revives a distinctive and debonair retro design
for 21st-century men of exczptional taste.

The Stauer Metropolitan retains :ll the hallmarks of a well-bred
wristwatch including a zold-finiched case, antique ivory guilloche

Luxurious gold-finished case vvith sz pghire-colored crown - Crocodile-embossed leather strap - Band fits wrists 6 14"-8 34"

face, blued Breguzt-style hands, an easy-to-read date window at the
3 o'clock position, and a crown of sapphire blue. It securzs with a
crocodile-patterned, genuine black leather strap and is water resistant
to 3 ATM.

Your satisfactior is 100% guaranteed. We are so sure that you
will be stunned by the magnificent Stauer Metropolitan Watch
that we offer a 60-day money back guarantee. If ycu're not
impressed after wearing it for a few weeks, return it for a full refund
of the purchase p-ice. But once the first compliments roll in, we're
sure that you'll sez the value of time well speat!

Stauer Metropolitan Timepiece— $199-
Offer Code Price $29+ S&P Save 5170

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

1-888-870-9149

Your Offer Code: MTW262-02

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount.

® \ ’ ACCREDITED
Stauer SES

Rating of A+
Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. MTW262-02
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.stauer.com

- Weter-resistant to 3 ATM



§00DS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (51Z2) 799-"045

AND SERVICES

Specializing
: shallow water fla
fishing for redfis|
o o =  trout &.ﬁoyndﬁ
Full Day / Half Day =
» Baffin trips

Kayaks Shuttle Drop off / plck up
ature Boat Trips for Photography
and anate Whoopmg Crane Tours

call (361) 463 6545

rockportredrunner@yahoo com
www. rockportredrunner com

HUNTING Unique outdoor and indocr coclers availatle

Hand made out of real “ barn wood”
kand-craftec in Texas
Inclues Cficial Igloo Brand Ice Chest

Field Guide for Buck Deer

12”7 X 15” Laminated poster Customize your cooler with adornmenis
details physical characteristics R“ST“}
for Yearling, Immature, Mature OUTDOOR COOLERS.COM
and Post Mature Buck Deer 800-833-5398

$6 95 ea CRAWFORD & COMPANY

ideal for deer blinds!

(830)257-4538

Wildlife Enterprises,Kerrville, TX

LM www.wildlifeenterprises.com

Handcrafted plaque
displays dental
wear patterns to Look for us on Facebook

determine age

P.O. Box Uvalde,
Visa/Mastercard. Call to order a l*rce Brochure
Toll Free (888)

WWW.Crawjcks.c

www.tpwmagazine.com

ACCOMMODATIONS

Rio Frio LobgINg
69’ NATURE CENTER

Retreat to

the Hills for

a Week or ‘
Weekend of
Relaxation &
Adventure

Bird, Hik=, Mountzin Bike Tezils,
Storytelling & Mature Tours

www. hillcountryadventures.com
www.wildlifeenterprises.com ; ;s 830-966-2320 = www.friolodging.com

great gift!

(830)257-4538

Wildlife Enterprises
Kerrville, TX
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Meet the Beauty
in the Beast

Discover this spectacular 6Y2-carat green
treasure from Mount St. Helens!

or almost a hundred years it lay dormant. Silently building strength. At
10,000 feet high, it was truly a sleeping giant. Until May 18, 1980, when
the beast awoke with violent force and revealed its greatest secret. Mount St.
Helens erupted, sending up a 80,000-foot column of ash and smoke. From
that chaos, something beautiful emerged... our spectacular Helenite Necklace.

Necklace
Helenite is produced from the heated volcanic fniarged 1o
- show luxurious
E XCLl ] SIVE rock of Mount St. Helens and the brilliant green color.

creation has captured the eye of jewelry designers

FREE worldwide. Today you can wear this massive
) 6's-carat stunner for only $149!

Helenite Earnngs Make your emeralds jealous. Our Helenite

-a $ 129 value_ Necklace puts the green stone center stage, with
with pul‘chase of a faceted pear-cut set in .925 sterling silver
Helenite Necllace finished in luxurious gold. The explosive

origins of the stone are echoed in the

flashes of light that radiate as the piece
swings gracefully from its 18" luxuri-
ous gold-finished sterling silver
chain. Today the volcano sits
quiet, but this unique piece of

American natural history

continues to erupt with

gorgeous green fire.

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Bring home the
Helenite Necklace and see for yourself. If you are not
completely blown away by the rare beauty of this
exceptional stone, simply return the necklace within
30 days for a full refund of your purchase price.

JEWELRY SPECS:
- 6 2 ctw Helenite in gold-finished sterling silver setting

- 18" gold-finished sterling silver chain

Limited to the first 2200 orders
from this ad only
Helenite Necklace (6 V2 ctw)................. only $149 +s&p
Helenite Stud Earrings (1 ctw) ........cc........... $129 is&p
Helenite Set $278...Call-in price only $ 149 issp

(Set includes necklace and earrings)

Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer.

1-800-859-1979 e e day R

S on the first day she wore it

Promotional Code HEL651-04 L-!- than any other piece of jewelry

Please mention this code when you call. Bgliaafing g Tve ever given her.”

Stauer@) 14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. HEL651-04, -J. from Or]ando, FL
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

Stauer Client

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™
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iPad

E)lrds of Anahuac & Hi }1 lsland

Now Available as an E- Book

for y}&lr

At the iBookstore
165 pages of Photos, Video & off Qﬁa; Humor

ACCOMMODATIONS

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus &
Danville Schoolhouse. 43-acre deer haven

near Gruene, rivers.

(,}E‘laways, ‘x(‘lll‘liﬂl]s. Vv'ed’
dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms,
‘]acllz7.‘.§< [)E‘licloLlS l)l'EHk!.'dﬁlb.

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372

COMFORT

* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country,
Texas landmark. Pool,

mid-1800s stage stop,
hot tub, fireplaces, golf.
www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com(888) 995-6100

FREDERICKSBURG

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient
oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquil-
ity. Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farm
house, all with private spa therapy rooms.

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread
over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from town.
www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020

ROCKPORT

Hoores’ HOUSE
ROCKPORT, TEXAS
(800) 924-1008
www.hoopeshouse.com
NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.

E1GHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCIIURL,

relmages.com
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See the color of an ezgle’s eye...

From a mile away! — Used by
federal £3encies ard armed forces
throughcut the world, tmese Military
Zoom E noculars by Spion bring
life 20 tc 140 times closer. Ideal for
bird wat=hing, boating, surveillance
—even zlar gazing! They are the
only bircculars with the power and
precision -o oring the world right to
you with just a touch of your finger.
Feel like you're in the middle of the
action at sporting averts. See the
distant world with sucn sharpness
and clarity that you'll 1orget you're
miles aw ay.

Measures:
12" x 9" 2"
FeaTURES:
70mm Precision
Lens Sys=m
One-Touch 20x .
to 140x cptcal zocm

SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Be one of the first 500

to orzer and Save $50.00
off yc ar SPION Military Zoom
Binoculars!
Military Zoom Bmoculars

j TC243

Now $149.95

| . Binocular Tripod
' TC243TP... $29.95

Coup'on Code: NXBLFNG6

ESPION=——

www.spionusa.com/MX8LFNG

or call (800) 429-0039
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White Topaz
&/ )

6 7)

Now you can show yor.~ Texas pride with a new jewelry
creation that shines as Eright as the Lone $tar State
itself—the “Texas Girl 21 O White Topaz Pendant.

Our exclusively designzd pendant is hand craftec in the
shapz of the great state o~ Iexas and plated in ster'ing silver.
Thz dimensional pendani “eatures a tooled leather-look
design around the sices plated in 18K gold, and a heart-
shaped cutout that s ts at the capital of Austin. On the
reverse side. the cutou: hezrt finisies the engraved message
“Texas Girl t 7. A heart-shaped genuine white topaz
alcng with the Texas pendant harg from a lasso-style bail
pleted in 13K gold wh:ch hold the 18" sterling silver-
plated chain.

Remarkabie Value... “vailable for a Limited Time
Complete with a jewelrv Hox, gift box and Certificate of
Authenticity, this stylish pendant is a remarkablz value at
$99*, payablz in 4 easy irstallments of $24.75. To reserve
yours, backed by our 12)-day guarantee, send no money

now; just mail the Reservation Application. But hurry...
 this is a limited-time Hffer.

Carries this special message
on the raverse side

Heart-shaped Genuine

Lavished with 18K Gold-
and Sterling Silver-plating

Custorn Cutout Heart,
Lasso-style Bail, Tooled
Leather-look Trim

Jet]

White Topaz Pendant

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive from The Bradford Exchange

LIMITED-TIME OFFER RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NE'\;;?\I

Reservations will be accepted on a THE
first-come, first-served basis. BIRADFORID MXCHANGE
Respond as soon as possible fo = FRWBLAY —

reserve your pendant.

9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 60714-1393

YES. Please teserve the “Texas Girl at
White Topaz Perdant for me as described in this
announcement.

Signature )
Mrs. M. Ms.
Name (Please Print Clearly)
7 Address
Shown actual size
*Plus $9.98 shipping and service. City State Zip

Please allow 4-6 weeks for

delivery of your jewelry after we . .
receive your initial deposit. Sales E-Mail (Optional)

subject to product availability and 01-17465-001-E31701

order acceptance.




PECS!
Nikon D300 camera with 35-70mm
/2.8 lens. Shot at 38mm, /11 @
1/125th second. ISO 200.
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SAVE TODAY. S MURES TOMORROW.

See how much you could save on RV insurance.

GEIC°® for your RV

geico.com | 1-877-434-2678 | local office

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are nat available in all states or all GEICS companies. GEICO is a registeredt service mark »f Gover-:ment Employses Insurance Sompany, Washirgton, 0.C. 20075 a Berkshire Hathawar Inz. subsidiary. The GEICA Gecko © 1633-2014. © 20/4GEICE
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Get two subscriptions for $20!
www.tpwmagazine.com/gifts
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Please e-mail me new features and offers from Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.
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Give a Gift They Will Love
TEN TIMES A YEAR

Give a friend or loved one a year (10 issues) of
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine for just $12.

My Add.fess:‘ Send Gift Subscription To:
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. Ciy Vi sl ZIP City State ZIP

. Email
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