
A

ari7 " ,W 
i k ada

*} 

* TRAVEL * 
DESTINATIONS Y

$3.95 
01> 

0 7' 896 47399 5

._rt 
3 

" i 

i1:"1' 

x ,..  

'_..vn S 

f 

-

p

'xU"'' i - - t fynl

y y.rdeYa_.



UpFRONT

Lively Legacy

T he year was 1974: Richard Nixon resigned the presi
dency, Frenchman Philippe Petit walked a high wire 

between the World Trade Center's Twin Towers, and 

Hammerin' Hank Aaron broke Babe Ruth's record 

for career home runs. Texan George Foreman lost the 

world heavyweight crown to Muhammad Ali in "The Rumble in the 

Jungle" in Zaire, and, on the home front, a slasher movie called The 
Texas Chain Saw Massacre hit the big screen.  

In May of that year, a spirited young editor 

named Frank Lively repurposed a state highway 

department publication called Texas Highways into 

a travel magazine-in his words, a "showpiece for 

Texas." Within a year, the Texas Legislature had 

named the 33-page monthly "The Official Travel 

Magazine of Texas," declaring that "every effort 

be made to enlarge its growing family of readers." 

"We learned that our readers like articles about 

Fn History, scenery, travel, and wildflowers," Frank 

has often said. "We placed a lot of emphasis on top

notch photographs .... And we always put the reader first." 

TH's topics have expanded and our look has transformed over the 

decades, but true to the Lively legacy, our readers-active and arm

chair travelers alike-remain our focus, and never more so than as 

we launch our 40th-anniversary celebration for 2014. In fact, feedback 

from thousands of you has helped to shape the much-anticipated Texas 

Top-40 Destinations list, which we begin to reveal in this issue (see 

page 31). Look for the countdown to continue throughout the year, with 

the Number One destination divulged in the December 2014 issue.  

And we want to share more from you in 2014. Let us know if you 

have a special travel memory that Texas Highways has inspired over 

the years, or another interesting TH anecdote. Even with readers in 

every U.S. state and in 54 countries, we're still amazed by the mag

azine's reach and unexpected connections. See a recent example

an email from the son of Dr. Fred Stoker, who documented Georgia 

O'Keeffe's years in the Panhandle-in this month's Merge, on page 6.  

Here's to our readers worldwide and to the TH staff present and 

past, including Frank Lively, who still checks in now and then to keep 

us in Lne. Now 85, he's as frank and lively as ever.  

Jill Lawless, Editor

WHERE WE'LL 
BE NEXT MONTH: 

We'll boost 
winter energy in 
Big Bend with a 

fun events lineup 

v:sc, road racing + ' d s 

the region's artisans 
and their creations, 

and an airborne 
adventure above 

Marfa.  

12 . cowboy 
poetry in Alpine, 

Find more Top-40 
favorites, too! 

The 
TEXAS 

DESTINATIONS

Win a Galveston prize package. Details on page 7.

Drop us a line anytime at letters05@texashighways.com.  
Find us on Facebook and Twitter.

Drive Clean Across Texas
* Drive 

TEAS A E
Don't 

me with 
'Texas

I Any tips on these spots? 
Let us know on Facebook 
or Twitter
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Get Texas Highways for yourself
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Super Buy! A one-year 

subscription to Texas Highways 
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DEPARTMENTS

6) Merge 
From Marble Falls pies to the Capitol 

8) Scenic Route 
The ruins of Glen Rose's Outlaw Station 

DRIVE 
11) Detour 
The Frontier Times IM useum in Bandera 

14) Texas Wild 
The hiking hotspots of San Marcos 

16 ) Souvenir 
Bookshop memories

Destinations Glen Rose 8, 64 
in this issue Bandera 11 

San Marcos 14 
Austin 16 
Fredericksbu-g 
16 
Denton 16 
Katy 16

Houston 
16,18, 31 

Waco 21 
Temple 24 

San Antonio 
26,55 
Boerne 27 

Lubbock 31, 48

Marble Falls 31 
Caddo Lake 
State Park 31 

Bastrop 31 
Sattler 34 
Port Aransas 42 

Canyon 48 
Ropesville 48

18 ) Texas Family 
Insider tours at the Houston Zoo 

PLATES 
21) Drink 
Hot Dr Pepper-a renaissance bubbling? 

24 ) Eat 
Find comfort at Megg's Cafe ir Tenple 

26) Travel 
The San Antonio Cocktail Confererce 

27) Next Weekend 
HiN Country happiness in Boerne

Borger 48 
Pampa 48 
Amarillo 48 
Perryton 48 

Dalhart 48 
Nacogdoches 63 
Monahans 65

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PRINTS AVAILABLE 

Some images in this issue 

are available as prints in two 
distinctive formats. For more 
information, call tall-free 

866/962-1191, or visit www.  
texashighwaysprints.com.

55) True Texas 
The new Briscoe Western Art Museum 

59 ) Events 
Jump-start the year with Texas events 

63) Daytripper 
Nacogdoches, past and present 

64) Travel Matters 
Making memories at Fossil Rim 

65) Rear View 
Metal street-sign art in Monahans

The TEXAS\ 
10Pn40

ON OUR COVERS 

FRONT: A brilliant sunset blazes behind Cathedral 
Mountain in the Davis Mountains of West Texas.  
Photo Laurence Parent 

BACK: Anglers brave a cold late-December morning 
on the Guadalupe River, the southernmost trout 
fishery in the United States, near Sattler.  
Photo by J. Griffis Smith

PHOTO: J. Griffis Smith
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MERGE 
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? 

A great magazine.  
Been subscribing since 1976.  

Look forward to it each month.  
-KENNETH KEATH, TH Facebook Fan

OUR 
FAVORITE 
SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
OF THE 
MONTH...  

9J 
I sent my son in 
New Jersey a copy 
of the November 
issue with the great 
article on the King 
Ranch so he can 
show his kids where 
he grew up. There's 
always something 
new to learn in TH.  

Molly Boyd 

Think sunny/ 
warm winter 
adventure in the 
Texas mountains.  
Love your Big 
Bend feature 

[December]! 
Beth Nobles

Life of Pie 
Regarding December's "Eyes 

on the Pies": My boyfriend and 

I recently stopped in Marble 
Falls, driving through on our 

way to the Three Sisters sce

nic drive. I had lemon-cream 

pie and he had peanut-butter

cream pie at the Blue Bonnet 

Cafe. It was to die for! There's 

never a bad time for pie.  

LISA SWANN MARQUEZ, 

TH Facebook Fan 

Letter from Home 
I enjoy reading Texas 

Highways because it takes me 

back home, if only for a mo

ment. I have been in Colorado 

since 1990, but I plan on mov

ing to the Marble Falls area 

as soon as I can. I loved the 

photo of the Marble Falls Walk

way of Lights in the December 

issue and am looking forward 

to your weekend spent in 
Boerne in the January issue 

[see page 27]. From a Cajun
born, Texan-bred guy living 

in Colorado, thank you again, 
and keep 'em coming .  

MARK BUTAUD, 

Castle Rock, Colorado

Monumental Texans 
I read with great interest 

the story of the "Monument to 
Texas," by Gene Fowler [De
cember]. The Texas Capitol is 

a symbol of Texas heritage ...  
and Mr. Fowler rightly spot

lights significant heroes such 
as Sam Houston, Stephen F.  

Austin, and others. One of the 

most significant heroes dis

played at the State Capitol is 

Lorenzo de Zavala.  

According to Sons of DeWitt 

Colony Texas, 01997-2009, 
Wallace L. McKeehan [www.  

tamu.edu/faculty/ccbn/dewitt/ 

zavalatribute.htm]: "In person

al attainment he had no equal

in Texas. He read, wrote and 

spoke fluently English, French, 
German, Italian, Spanish, Por

tuguese, Greek, and Latin and 

other languages. His research 

work attracted world-wide at

tention ... he was made a mem

ber of the Geographical and 

Scientific Society of France....  

He was the author of the [Mexi

can] Constitution of 1824, and 
his name is the one signed first 

to that instrument as the pres
ident of the Congress adopt

ing it. He openly advocated the 

separation of Texas from Mex

ico before many would dare to 

even think of it.... " 
LARRY D. SOTO

READERS RECOMMEND 

Antiques and Tacos 
On our way to the Round Top antiques show we stopped 

in Giddingsfor breakfast at the Taqueria Chihuahua.  
Fantastic, made-to-order breakfast burritos made with 
hot-off-the-griddle tortillas. If you are looking for break
fast or brunch, don't miss it.  

JOHN and BILLIE CHAPMAN 

Taqueria Chihuahua is at 1935 E. Austin St. in Giddings, 
979/542-3927. More on Round Top's antiques shows at 
www.roundtop.org.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to: 
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letterso5@texashighways.com.

Follow us on 
Facebook and 
Twitter

6 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2014
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November 22,1963 
Regarding November's story 

on JFK: Everyone remembers 
where they were when Presi
dent Kennedy was shot. My 
mother took me to see Jackie in 

her pretty pink suit. She drove 
me to Lemmon Avenue, but I 
didn't get a good look. So then 
we drove up to I-35, but by that 
time the cars were flying down 
the freeway to the hospital. It 

still gives me chills.  
LESLEY EPPS BOO 
TH Facebook Fa n 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Thanks to 

everyone who shared memories 
of that dark day. Find more at 

texashighways.com/merge.  

O'Keeffe Connection 
Thank you for the wonder

ful November issue, and espe
cially for the great work on 
the Georgia O'Keeffe story by 
Kathryn Jones.  

O'Keeffe's formative years in 

the Panhandle have always been 
oddly unheralded, even in the 
Panhandle. More than 20 years 
ago, my late father, Dr. Fred 
Stoker, longtime professor and 
dean at West Texas A&M Uni
versity in Canyon, did ground
breaking research on O'Keeffe's 

years in the Panhandle, includ
ing tracking down and inter
viewing the single remaining 
living person who had actually 
known her during her Texas 
years. He would have been ec
static to have seen his love of 

the Panhandle, Canyon, and 
West Texas A&M shared with 
the legions of your subscribers.  

I've seen thousands of pho
tos of the canyonlands in the 

Panhandle, but Tim Fitzharris' 
takes first prize. Dazzling! 

PAUL STOKER

WHERE IN 
TEXAS ARE 

YOU?

U

YK J. Griffis Smith 

ENTER ONLINE BY JANUARY 6! 
Go to texashighways.com/contest 
and name the West Texas town that's home to this 

hot-dog stop, and you could win a Galveston getaway! 

Find contest rules and details online. The winner will receive: 

STAY! - Two nights at the historic Hotel Galvez & Spa 

EAT! - Dinner for two at Nonno Tony's World Kitchen at Pier 21 

PLAY! - VIP passes for 4 to the following Galveston Island attractions: 

" Galveston Island Historic Pleasure Pier e Seawolf Park/USS Stewart/ 
" Lone Star Flight Museum USS Cavalla 
- Moody Mansion - The Grand 1894 Opera House 
" Bishop's Palace (self-guided tour) 
" Moody Gardens - Texas Seaport Museum 

" Pirates! Legends of the Gulf Coast & 1877 Tall Ship Elissa 
" Haunted Mayfield Manor * Great Storm Theater 
" Ocean Star Offshore - Galveston Harbor Tour 

Drilling Rig Museum - Galveston Duck Tour 
" Rosenberg Librare Museum - Treasure Isle Tour Train 

Our thanks to the Galveston Island Convention & Visitors 
4 0 Bureau and its :artners for these wonderful prizes! 

A For more iliformation on 

G A LVj S T O jN T EX AS Gavso conactth 

H I G H W A Y S Galveston Island Convention & 
I S \ \ N .) . .zs. Visitors Bureau, 409/797-5145 or 

Sh erte lhe Oxas Coas Begi"^ texashighways.com 866/505-4456; www.galveston.com

JANUARY 2014 I texashighways.com 7
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ROUTE 

320 14 50.58" N 
970 43 48.67" W 

Prairies 
and Lakes 

Located along Old 

US 67, now Van 

Zandt Road near 

Glen Rose, this 

structure of rock, 
petrified wood, and 

multicolored brick 

is what remains 

of the abandoned 

"Outlaw Station," 

a filling station and 

Prohibition-era 

speakeasy. To get 

there from US 67 

in Glen Rose: Turn 

southwest onto 

County Road 333, 
then travel .28 miles 

to find the old station 

on the north side 

of the road.  

For other attractions 

in Glen Rose, visit 

www.glenrosetexas.  
net/attractions.html.  

8 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2014 PHOTO: Noel Kerns
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Orde you 201 Texs Hihway 
wall caena Toay
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the beauty of the Lone 
Star State, as seen through 

the lenses of gifted 
Photographers. From Parmpa 

to Laguna Madre, you will 

- enjoy exploring Texas 

scenery every month.

13/2" X 21'" when open, 
Item 33154a ........ $13.95 
Quantity discounts ava fable when shipping to the 
same address.  
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Order By phone: 
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(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 
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OODLES OF ODDITIES 
The Frontier Tines collection varies 
from ancient Peruvian relies, at left, to a 
stuffed. two-headed goat and a shrunken 
headfrom Ecuador or Peru.

MARVIN HUNTER, THE LATE FOUNDER 
of the Frontier Times Museum in Bandera, 
liked to say that he didn't collect the curi

osities that filled his galleries, they col

lected him.  

As the publisher and editor of Fron

tier Times magazine and the Bandera New 

S Era newspaper in the 1920s and early '30s, 
Hunter receives so many pioneer-era relics from readers that 

he started the museum in 1933 to house the growing collection.  

"Mr. Hunter wanted to bring the world to Bandera," says 

Rebecca Norton, the museum's director. "And since Bandera 

is known as the 'Cowboy Capital of the World,' visitors often 

expect to see just cowboy items. They're amazed to find that 

we also have such things as a Ming Dynasty gong and a Ve

neian birthing chair from the Middle Ages." 

-ocated a block north of the Bandera County courthouse, the 

Frontier Times building itself is a museum-quality artifact.  

Stonemason Hcugh LeStourgeon constructed the walls with 

sthes collected from local ranches and decorated the structure 

with fossils, petrified wood, crystals, agates, and other geologi

cal curiosities within the mortar.

TIE FRONTIER 
TIMES MUSEUM 
is t 51 13th Street 

in Bandera. Hours: 

10-4:30. Mon-Sat.  
Admission: $5 for 

acults $3 for seniors, 
ar-d $ fr chilren 

ace 6to 7. Call 

e3/o79.-3864; 
www.frontier-tires 
niuseumi.org.

A large ammonite fossil graces one of 

the museum's fireplaces, along with inset 

arrowheads and fossilized clams. On an

other fireplace, marbles spell out Hunt

er's name above an array of inlaid fossils, 
shells, and a muzzle-loading shotgun.  

When I first wandered into the mu

seum some 33 years ago, it reminded 

me of the antique crazy quilts my grand

mother used to make. There was a little 

bit of everything, it seemed, stitched to

gether every which way. And it was all 

fascinating. A stuffed Gila monster and 

a two-headed goat, for instance, shared 

space with a retro permanent-wave ma

chine that looked to be straight from a 

science-fiction film.  

In short, the semi-random, hand

made quality of the exhibits was packed 

with native charm, the kind of maver

ick appeal that can sometimes get lost 

in more formal halls and galleries. So

12 texa highways.com I JANUARY 2014 PHOTOS: J. Griffis Smith
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DETOUR

when I heard in 2006 that the museum 

board had hired a consultant from the 

Witte Museum in San Antonio to up

grade the museum and its exhibits, I 

feared that the eccentricities that made 

Frontier Times so special might be city

slickered out the door.  

Not to worry. When I returned to 

Bandera this past summer, I found that 

the museum's beloved quirkiness had 

remained intact-and had even been 

improved. "Frontier Times Museum 

reminds me of the old cabinets of curi

osity that were the forerunners of mod

ern museums," explains Norton, the 

consultant who later became the di

rector. "And I wanted to preserve that 

spirit. It's a wonderful snapshot of many 

of the types of museums Texas had in 

the 1940s and '50s-it's a window into 

the world before TV." 

To spiff up the museum, Norton 

first did an inventory of its collection 

of thousands of artifacts, the first such

accounting since 1952. Then she opened 

and cleaned vintage display cases that 

hadn't been touched in decades.  

Norton also made the museum more 

user-friendly, regrouping some displays 

for easier navigation. "The sheer num

ber of items on view can be a bit over

whelming," she explains. Very few 

artifacts were removed from the gal

leries. Visitors can still see, for exam

ple, the panoramic photograph of Ban

dera County pioneer Amasa Gleason 

Clark's 100th birthday party in 1928, as 

well as Clark's camel-hair pillow made 

from camels stationed at nearby Camp 

Verde in the mid-19th Century.  

The museum's Doane Art Gallery 

showcases Western art in a 1972 addi

tion named for artist F.B. Doane, who 

bought Frontier Times after Hunter's 

death in 1957 and whose heirs later do

nated the museum to Bandera County.  

A Stalls of Fame section spotlights area 

rodeo greats, such as Bandera legend

Ray Wharton, the 1956 world champion 

tie-down calf roper. The Texas Heroes 

Hall of Honor recognizes "remarkable in

dividuals and wondrous characters who 

... help keep Texas Texan." The sign

age inducting Bee Cave resident Terry 

Boothe notes that the honoree discovered 

the "West Pole" on his Travis County 

property in 2007-a discovery later cer

tified by the Texas Legislature. As one of 

the merry pranksters in the Benevolent 

Knights of the Raccoon, Boothe also ini

tiated the annual Armadillo Day in Feb

ruary 2012, when an armadillo named 

Bee Cave Bob emerges from his subter

ranean lair at the West Pole to proclaim 

whether Texas will enjoy an early spring 

or endure an extended winter.  

J. Marvin Hunter himself, I have to 

believe, would have certified Boothe's 

pioneering discovery and appreciated 

his talent with the Texas tall tale

an honorable tradition forged in fron

tier times. *

Learn ow to be the King of the Castle....  

From a Real Son of a Beach!
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TEXAS WILD 

Trail Mx 
HIKE AND BIKE THE WILDS OF SAN MARCOS 

Text by April Coldsmith

OR ITS SIZE, WHAT SMALL TOWN 
boasts the most walking paths any

where in the state, but doesn't show up 

in guidebooks about Texas hiking orbik

ing? The answer might surprise you

San Marcos.  

Last March, after an hour's walk under 

the canopy of 150-year-old oak trees, 

through stumpy brush and spiky cacti, and across meadows of 

budding wildflowers, I sat on a cliff's edge and let my feet dangle 
over the dry, rocky bed of Purgatory Creek. Nearing the half

way mark of my three-mile hike up Dante's Trail in the Pur

gatory Creek Natural Area, I stopped to sip water and to watch 

birds fly through the canyon. A red-tailed hawk dipped down 

for prey, and a mockingbird sang in the distance. The staccato

hum of insects serenaded me as I relaxed 

in the cradle of nature ... until the cry of a 
car horn interrupted my reverie.  

Only then did I remember that I 

wasn't in the middle of wilderness. On 

the contrary, I was exploring in the mid

dle of San Marcos.  

According to Todd Derkacz, Presi

dent of the San Marcos Greenbelt Al

liance (SMGA), in the past decade the 

citizens of San Marcos have built and 

currently maintain more than 17 miles 

of trails throughout the city. Developed 

through a partnership between SMGA, 
the San Marcos River Foundation, and

SAN MARCOS 
GR EENBELT 
NATURAL AREAS 
Fo 0 information go to 

www.smgreenbelt.  
org. There you will 
find events, trail maps, 

mountain bike ratings, 

and conservation 

information. For bird 
watchers. SMGA 

hosts a monthly bird.  
watching hike led 
by Stephen Ramirez, 
a local birder and 
citizen scientist.

S 

ke^

Iar 

VA 
n 8x r a 

4}"ti ', ' . , K , . f. I x " .. 5"' 
s o w> *i a -e 

, 

lj 
" ., "'9 ,,,k _ M' Yap av ff 77t *' ! N - +'9 N 

,7i k a i: t v :^x "+'S "e.^'~5?' ,s ;F? ?"R, ., S' k c Sexrr2t ._,

14 texashighwaps.com I JANUARY 2014

Five major 
greenbelts 

draw hikers, 
mountain bikers, 

trail runners, 
and nature

seekers of all ilk.

PHOT O BY: Kevin Stillman



the City of San Marcos, five major green

belt areas-Purgatory Creek Natural 

Area, Ringtail Ridge Natural Area, 
Blanco Shoals, Spring Lake Preserve, 

and Schulle Canyon Natural Area

draw hikers, mountain bikers, trail run

ners, and nature-seekers of all ilk.  

And so, while San Marcos has long 

been known for its summertime recre

ation in the chilly, spring-fed waters of 

the San Marcos River, the town has now 

become a not-so-secret destination for 

birding, hiking, biking, trail running, 
and geocaching.  

Located southwest of downtown off 

Ranch Road 12 and Craddock Avenue, 

the 570-acre Purgatory Creek Natural 

Area offers the city's longest hiking op

tion with Dante's Trail, a 4.1-mile route 

that showcases native grasses, yucca, 
prickly pear, oak trees, mountain lau

rels, and in the springtime, bluebon

nets. But you don't have to hike the 

whole way to witness spectacular vis

tas: Hike a mile in and turn back; you'll 

have a great view of a limestone grotto 

and several small sinkholes from the 

Purgatory Canyon Overlook-a 50

foot canyon with its own grotto formed 

out of limestone. Now mostly dry, Pur

gatory Creek carved out the ravine 

over thousands of years. Take a steep 

side trail just past the overlook to see 

the rock overhang up close. (Elevation 

changes on Dante's Trail are minimal 

at just under 100 feet, but the trail is still 

challenging, as it's rocky in places.) 

At a quarter of a mile in, I am delighted 

to find myself at the tremendous live oak 

known by locals as "Grandma's Oak." 

Many stories tall, the tree impresses me 

with its girth. The tree's branches, strung 

with garlands of Spanish moss, reach 

across a lush meadow of brush, native 

grasses, and flowers. Through current 

conservation efforts by SMGA, the city 

of San Marcos, and other partners, the 

area west of Grandma's Oak has become 

i FIND MORE ONLINE 
More photos online at 
www.texashighways.com/wild.

home to the black-capped vireo, as well 

as a nesting place for the golden-cheeked 

warbler. Beneath the tree's canopy, a 

fallen limb provides seating. And at the 

base of the tree, a two-foot-tall stone door 

protects items to be found by geocache 

enthusiasts.  

While you may find solitude along 

Dante's Trail, it's more likely that you'll 

encounter others enjoying the trail; bi

cyclists and joggers politely call from 

behind to pass hikers and dog walk

ers. According to local cyclist Sheila 

Torres-Blank, parts of Dante's Trail 

have "Black Diamond" elements such 

as narrow widths, steep inclines, obsta

cles, curves, and-best of all for those 

who like a challenge-rock "gardens" 

of stones ranging from grapefruit-size 

to boulder-size. "The trail is difficult 

enough to be challenging," she says, 

"and a whole lot of fun." 

But not everyone is an expert moun

tain biker or a weekend hiker. For the 

nature lover with less intrepid aspira

tions, San Marcos offers other green

belt areas and trails. Less than two 

miles west of downtown, the Ringtail 

Ridge Natural Area provides shorter 

walks and the half-mile, wheelchair-ac

cessible Tex's Trail. Thanks to the hard 

work of SMGA volunteers like San Mar

cos resident Maggie Hutchins, Ringtail 

has been returned to its natural state of 

ponds, marsh, wildflowers, and brush.  

"Out here on the trails," says Maggie, 
"children can run around, jump, make 

noise, and be free." 

Ten years after the partnership be

tween SMGA and San Marcos began, 
word is spreading about the five natural 

areas and their trails. A year ago, while I 

was putting on my hiking shoes at Dan

te's Trail, I met a gentleman who had re

cently moved to San Marcos from Plano.  

He was just finishing his walk. Curious, 

I asked him why he had moved here.  

"I heard about these trails from a 

friend of mine," he said. "So the next 

long weekend, I visited San Marcos and 

hiked Dante. I loved it so much, I started 

looking for a home to buy. There's no 

other place like this in Texas." *
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Turning a Page 
BOOKSTORES HELP DEFINE A CITY'S CHARACTER 
text by Anthony Head

HEREVER I TRAVEL, I SEEK OUT INDEPEN
dent bookstores. They help define a city's charac

ter for me. That said, I don't collect books. I don't 

seek out first editions, limited-edition autographed 

copies, or obscure European folios. I buy books 

simply to read them, and I love reading more than 

almost any other activity in the world.  

And to me, books are sort of a biographical

timeline-not just about what I've read, but in many cases, where I've been.  

Take, for example, my copy of Ulysses, by James Joyce. I remember buying it sev

eral years ago at Book People, Austin's celebrated independent bookstore, before 

heading east to Marshall to take part in a Bloomsday event. (Bloomsday, June 16, is 

an annual celebration of the protagonist of Ulysses, Leopold Bloom.) I read pages of 

the tome on each of Book People's bustling sales floors, trying to tap into the right 

kind of inspiration for tackling Joyce's literary experimentalism. In the end, I'm 

both proud to have finished it and happy that I never have to read it again. More im

portant, perhaps, seeing it on my shelf always reminds me of my trip to Marshall.  

One of my favorite small bookstores in Texas is Berkman Books in Fredericksburg.

Books are 
sort of a 
biographical 
timeline-not 
just about 
what I've read, 
but in many 
cases, where 
I've been.
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a memoir Larry McMurtry

TEN BOOKS 
every Texan 

must read at 

texashighways.  
com/souvenir.

l
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It's a tidy store on East Main Street run 

by David Berkman, who is forever sort

ing, cataloguing, and replenishing his 

stock. There are several rooms filled 

with used books of all genres, and a 

quaint German antiques store in the 

back. On one trip, I simply couldn't 

leave without purchasing a volume of 

stories by the Brothers Grimm. I found 

the book's colorful cover and illustrated 

endpapers as enchanting as the stories 

themselves. (Sitting next to it was a com

panion book by Hans Christian Ander

sen, which Ijust had to have, too.) When

ever I read through these books today, I 

am taken back to the fairy-tale look and 

feel of downtown Fredericksburg, with 

its gothic churches and mid-19th-Cen

tury architecture reminiscent of medi

eval Europe.  

As odd as it may sound, when I spy 

my paperback copy of the novel Lucky 

Jim, I think of Denton. Written by the 

witty satirist Kingsley Amis, Lucky Jim 

concerns a bumbling history teacher 

living in provincial England during 

the 1950s; I found my copy at Recy

cled Books, a converted opera house on 

Denton's town square that carries more 

than 300,000 books. (You don't need 

luck to find something great at Recycled 

Books; you just need stamina.) When

ever I'm in town, I set aside a couple of 

hours to peruse the store's three floors.  

Befitting Denton's reputation as one of 

TEXAS BYTHE BOOK 
Book People, 603 N. Lamar Blvd., 
Austin. Call 512/472-5050; 

www.bookpeople.com.  

Berkman Books, 409 E. Main St., 
Fredericksburg. Call 830/997-1535; 

www.berkmanbooks.com.  

Recycled Books, 200 N. Locust St., 
Denton. Call 940/566-5688; 

www.recycledbooks.com.  

Katy Budget Books, 2450 Fry Rd., Katy.  

Call 281/578-7770; www.katybooks.com.  

Brazos Bookstore, 2421 Bissonnet 

St., Houston. Call 713/523-0701; 
>. www.brazosbookstore.com.

Texas' great music towns, Recycled 

Books also deals in albums, CDs, and 

even 8-track tapes.  

Houston has several terrific indepen

dent bookstores, including Katy Budget 

Books (in the nearby suburb of Katy), 
which sells new and used books. It's 

been around for decades and always 

features a good selection of Texana. A 

good place to bring kids thanks to its 

extensive children's section, Katy Bud

get Books also hosts regular activities 

for young readers.  

But among my all-time favorite Tex

as bookstores is Brazos Bookstore, in 

Houston's West University neighbor

hood. Unlike Recycled Books, Bra

zos sells new books, and despite being 

around since 1974, it features a decid

edly modern look with clean lines and 

white-painted bookshelves. When I 

pop into a bookstore like Brazos, some

times I search for titles by local authors 

or about local subjects, and oftentimes

I just pick up a book that looks interest

ing. My souvenir from a recent visit was 

Books: A Memoir, by Larry McMurtry.  

Along with being one of Texas' most 

famous authors, McMurtry is an avid 

book collector and bookseller. At one 

time, his Booked Up bookstore in Ar

cher City comprised four buildings and 

450,000 volumes. (In 2012, McMurtry 
auctioned off 300,000 books and closed 

three of the buildings.) 
In Books, McMurtry tells of memo

rable book-buying trips and how cer

tain books affected his life, and he also 

names some of his favorite bookstores.  

It was a serendipitous purchase, to 

say the least, and I'll never forget that 

when I went to pay for it, Brazos' man

ager, Jeremy Ellis, told me, "An excel

lent choice. You know, Larry McMurtry 

used to come in here all the time when 

he lived in Houston." 

Having read Books and visited Bra

zos, that doesn't surprise me a bit. *
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TEXAS FAMILY 

The Zoo Scoop 
BEHIND-THE-SCENES TOURS AT THE HOUSTON ZOO 
Text by Paula Disbrowe

'LL CONFESS THAT I HAVE NEVER BEEN A BIG 
zoo fan-until recently, that is. I blame the small, 
sad zoos that I visited as a kid, where skinny, world

weary animals paced in tight quarters. Thankfully, 
matters have changed dramatically since then, as I 

discovered during a recent trip to Houston.  

Modern urban zoos are spacious, sophisticated 

habitats, staffed by animal keepers devoted to the 

welfare of their prestigious residents. That's certainly the 

case at the Houston Zoo, which moved to Hermann Park in 

1922 when the city designated two acres for its development.  

Over time, the zoo has evolved into 55 lush, manicured acres, 

with varied experiences that range from "zoo sleepovers" to 

birthday parties, a calendar of wildlife speakers, and even 

a travel program that leads small groups to exotic locales to

THE HOUSTON ZOO 
is at 6200 Herm ann 
Park Drive. Call 

713/533-6500; 
www.houstonzoo.org.

see animals in their natural settings.  

"The changes over the last 50 or 60 

years have been major," says Brian 

Hill, the Houston Zoo's director of pub

lic affairs. "These days, the best zoos are 

mission-oriented places where conser

vation and education are paramount, if 

not more so than entertainment." 

As someone who loves to peek behind 

the curtain to understand how things 

come together, I was particularly ex

cited about one of the Houston Zoo's 

latest offerings: insider tours that pro

vide insight into the daily lives of the 

animals and their keepers, back-of-

SHOW-STEALER 
Brett Posey, the 
Houston Zoo's 

sea lion super

visor. plays with 

Jonah, one ffour 
California sea 

lions at the Zoo.
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house operations, and exactly what 

it takes to keep everyone happy and 

healthy. The 45-minute tours focus on 

elephants on Fridays, rhinos on Satur

days, and lions or tigers on Sundays.  

Similarly, the zoo's "Up Close Experi

ences" tours, which require advance 

booking, are your best bet if you've ever 

wanted to, say, hang with a mob of meer

kats, have salad with a giraffe, or share 
kisses with a sea lion. So I packed up the 
kids, hit the highway, and told them to 

prepare to make some new friends.  

Decked out in comfortable walking 

shoes, we met Brian on a recent morn

ing for a sampling of the tours' high

lights. Our first stop was the massive 

commissary where food is stored and 

prepared for more than 6,000 animals 
(suddenly grocery shopping for my fam

ily of four didn't seem so daunting). We 

were greeted by the familiar Texas per

fume of alfalfa and hay, but these bales, 

housed in an enormous barn, were 

bound for elephants, not horses.  

It was cold inside the commercial 

kitchens, where workers prepare salads, 

fruit popsicles, and other nourishing 

goodies for the animals. We were able 

to see firsthand the nutritional needs of 

a broad range of animals. The walk-in 

freezer is not for the faint of heart-sealed 

bags of white rats, for instance, contain 

future snacks for the Komodo dragon.  

A wall of bins holding granola-like 

grains and cereals-including the 

"Crushed Monkey Crunch" mix of 

ground corn, ground wheat, soybean 

meal, wheat germ, dried eggs, brewers 

dried yeast, and vitamins and miner

als-reminded me of the bulk cereal 

section of Whole Foods.  

Our next stop was the giraffe area, 
where we climbed a flight of stairs to 

Modern urban zoos are 
spacious, sophisticated 
habitats, staffed by 
animal keepers devoted 
to the welfare of their 
prestigious residents.

/~L$flJfYC DPI CcAintA.

Includes 
Collectible Glass 

Don't delay...  
530. after Jan 1 

Only while supplies last!

Z014 UPTOWN SWIRL 
IN DOWNTOWN BRENHAM

JANUARY 18 - 3PM-PM ' $25.
PURCHASE ONLINE AT BRENHAMUPTOWNSWIRL.COM 

Purchases after December 31 or on the day of the Swirl are 530.  
Keepsake glasses will be available while supplies last.  

Come Play and Stay 
Plan a weekend of fun. Tons of great things to see and do during your visit!

VisitBrenhamlexms.com 
For a free Visitor Guide call 1-800-509-1752 - Facebook.com/Brenham.Texas 

On Hwy. 290. halfway between Austin and Houston
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TEXAS FAMILY

the barn catwalk to be eye-level for feed

ing time. We were given buckets of 

romaine leaves (so fresh and crisp I 

would have happily tossed them with 

ranch dressing), and sections of sweet 

potatoes. The giraffes sauntered over, 
nosed in, and extended their long, black 

tongues (the color is to protect them 

from sunburn while snacking, we 

learned). It's more or less like feed

ing an apple to a horse. Extend your 

hand, flatten your fingers, and try 

not to laugh when you inevitably get 

licked. The striking pattern of their 

coats and the elegance of their unbe

lievably long necks make giraffes 

hypnotic to watch, but it's even more 

interesting when their keeper shares 

their names, and some of their per

sonality traits. For example, Neema 

loves people and is attracted to "bling," 

and while Mtembei is the largest in the 

herd, coy, young Miles noses him out 

during feeding time.

x ,

Ada*

We ended our tour with a visit t:) those 

perennial show-stealers, the sea lions.  

Jonah, a 10-year-old male, welcomed 

us with beautiful manners, shaking 

our hands, offering moist kisses on

INSIDER TOURS 
cost $75 per person 

(which includes zoo 
Antry), or $50 for zoo 
members. Advance 

registration is required 

Por the "Up Close Ex
perience tours. The 

fours focus on a differ
Cnt animal each day.  

ww.houstonzoo.org/ 
xp erinres /tours.

the cheek, and catching each fish that 

my kids tossed his way. Brett Posey, 
Jonah's gregarious trainer, explained 

that the ultimate benefit of these tours 

is that hopefully people will learn 

about the complex, completely indi

vidual personalities of the animals.  

In other words, the more people who 

understand the intelligence of Jonah, 
the more sensitive they might be to his 

brothers in the wild and the environ

ment that sustains them.  

For the remainder of the afternoon, 

we ambled around the zoo at our lei

sure. We cooled down at the Water Play 

Park (don't forget a change of clothes), 

rode the colorful leopards and lions on 

the Wildlife Carousel, and visited the 

animals we hadn't seen yet. We ended 

with the mandatory stops on any zoo 

tour: ice cream and the souvenir shop.  

When I asked my kids what they 

liked best, my four-year-old son said, 
"seeing the giraffes' super-duper long 

necks." My six-year-old daughter, I 

must confess, chose shopping. "I liked 

getting the swirly suckers and the 

cheetah necklace," she replied, ad

miring her new accessory. It was just 

the kind of day you hope to share with 

your children-a bit of learning, a lot 

of laughs, and the opportunity to wit

ness the wild creatures of the world 

with awe and wonder. *
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DRINK

" 'VE ALWAYS BEEN INTERESTED IN DR PEP
per," Jack McKinney tells me as we sit down to

gether at the soda fountain inside the Dr Pepper 

Museum in Waco. Jack has been with the mu

seum for 13 years and serves as its executive di

rector. "When I interviewed for the job, I brought 

a picture of me from the 1970s drinking Dr Pep

per, just to show them I'm a longtime fan." 

With its black-and-white tiled floor, vintage 
bottles and glassware, and early-20th-Century 

wood bar, the soda fountain takes visitors back to the early 

days of Dr Pepper's success. The rest of the three-story mu

seum displays a treasure trove of memorabilia, including 

vending machines, bicycles, peddle cars, calendars, clocks, 
and other Dr Pepper merchandise and advertisements dating 

back more than 100 years. The bottling room contains a col

lection of early bottles and cans, along with a 30-foot artesian 

well formerly used to draw fresh water for the soft drinks. Al

though not everything is displayed, the museum's collection 

includes more than 100,000 items from Dr Pepper and several 

other soft-drink brands.  
"The number-one artifact is this building," Jack tells me.

THE DR PEPPER 
MUSEUM AND 
FREE ENTERPRISE 
INSTITUTE 
is at 300 S.5th St.  
in Waco. It's free to 

visit the soda fountain; 
museum admission 

costs $5$8. Cal 254/ 
757-1025; www.dr 

peppermuseu.corn.

~4 rKi 't

"It was built in 1906 and used as a Dr 

Pepper bottling plant until the mid

1960s. It's in the National Register of 

Historic Places." 

Invented by Waco pharmacist Charles 

Alderton in 1885, Dr Pepper-which 

was originally called a "Waco"-be

came America's first major soft drink 

brand, predating Coca-Cola by about 

a year. Although the recipe remains 

a closely guarded secret, Dr Pepper's 

distinctive flavor is familiar to many 

Texans, who are justifiably proud of 

their native beverage.  

And for my money, few other bever

ages taste as refreshing on a hot day.  
But I'm not in Waco to enjoy ice-cold 

Dr Pepper. I've come to the museum to 

try something just a little bit different: 

hot Dr Pepper.  

Perhaps you are right now scrunch

ing your nose at the thought of drink

ing warm soda pop. I certainly encoun

tered that reaction when I told family 

and friends about the purpose for my 

pilgrimage. However, it's also possible 

that you're remembering cool-weather 

days of the past, when hot Dr Pepper 

was quite popular. It used to be served 

in the winter at football games; and 

some moms considered it a tonic for sore 

throats. I even located a 1960s televi

sion commercial that promoted hot Dr 

Pepper as the perfect beverage for 

Christmas parties.  

"I've certainly drunk hot Dr Pep

per when suffering from a cold," Jack 

says, as the soda jerk behind the coun

ter hand-pumps a serving of Dr Pep

per syrup, reconstitutes it with carbon

ated water, then heats it up. "But I didn't 

know who invented it until I got here." 

In fact, Wesby Parker, who became 

president of Dr Pepper in 1956, "in

Heated to 180 degrees, 
Dr Pepper retains its 
familiar dark cherry and 
almond flavors, and it 
reminds me somewhat 
of a soft cider.
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MAKE IT! 
. r Pepper-)eaat cocktail red[) 

at texashighways.cor/drink 

vented" hot Dr Pepper. Concerned about 

slow sales during the colder months, 

Parker experimented at home by heat

ing various soft drinks to create a winter 

beverage. Though most sodas couldn't 

take the heat, he discovered that the fla

vors of Dr Pepper held up rather well at 

180 degrees, about the temperature of 

hot coffee. The company began market

ing hot Dr Pepper in 1959.  
"They don't push it nowadays as 

much as they used to, but I think they 

should," Jack says. "Today, there's a 

whole collector's cult around hot Dr 

Pepper items, such as electric mug

heaters and carafes that were sold in 

support of the idea." 

Soon enough, the soda jerk pours hot 

Dr Pepper over slices of lemon and then 

places the steaming cups in front of us.  

And guess what? Hot Dr Pepper is sur

prisingly delicious. It retains the famil

iar dark cherry and almond flavors, 

and the lemon keeps it from tasting too 

sweet. Without its carbonated fizz, the 

texture reminds me somewhat of a soft 

cider. And so I find myself agreeing 

that they should market hot Dr Pepper 

like they used to.  

At least the old-fashioned soda foun

tain on the museum's first floor serves 

hot Dr Pepper every year from Novem

ber 1 to March 1. All the hand-pumped 

soft drinks, which include IBC Root 

Beer and Big Red, can also be enjoyed 

in an ice cream float.  

"Can it be overstated how important 

Dr Pepper is to Texans?" I ask Jack be

fore draining the last drops from my 

cup, obviously caught up in the moment.  

"I doubt it. Dr Pepper is an icon of 

Texas," he responds. "But when we 

first opened, a reporter wondered aloud 

if people would actually come to a mu

seum dedicated to a soft drink. Well, 

we've welcomed more than 1.3 million 

visitors since 1991, so I guess that an

swers your question." *

YOUR OTHER 
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Stroll through gardens and hike nature trails at the East Texas 
Arboretum or catch your first fish at the Texas Freshwater 
Fisheries Center. Explore downtown Athens' historical 
museum, boutiques and galleries. Athens is the perfect 
destination for families, outdoor enthusiasts, and nature lovers.  

Home of the Hamburger Scan to see Athen 

For information about hotels and upcoming events, 
1-888-294-2847 - www.AthensTX.org ;,
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A F l"f' A Fmily Affair 
MEGG'S CAFE IN TEMPLE SERVES UP 
SOUTHERN FARE WITH A TWIST 
text by Ramona Flume 

INDING GOOD FOOD ON THE 
road is always a gamble. Long 

stretches of Texas blacktop can 

be a blur of fast-food joints. And 

there inevitably comes a time 

when every weary traveler begins 

fantasizing about a real, home

cooked meal.  

Thankfully, there's Megg's Cafe 

and Hamilton Bread Co., a family

run restaurant and bakery in Temple. Since opening in March 

2010, the gourmet farm-to-table cafe and artisanal bakery has

MEGG'S CAFE 
AND HAMILTON 
BREAD C0.  
ks at 1749 Evert n Di.  

in Temple. Hours: Mon
Sat 7:30 a m-8 p.m., 

Sun 7:30 a.m.3 p.m.  

CalI 254/771-3800; 
www.meggs-cafe.com,

The brunch menu at 
Megg's includes specialties 
such as shrimp and grits, 
a Southern classic jazzed 
up with shishito peppers, 
crispy pork belly, and 
a poached egg.  

created a buzz throughout the state. In 

fact, the dedication of an entire family

mothers, fathers, sisters, spouses, and 

in-laws-has turned this approachable, 

farmhouse-style eatery into an obliga

tory I-35 pit stop.  

In 2009, Jenni Hamilton, the caf6's 

pastry chef and head baker, left her na

tive Temple to pursue a lifelong passion 

at the prestigious French Pastry School 

of Chicago. Homesick at first, she didn't 

realize then that moving away from 

Texas would ultimately bring her closer 

to her roots.  

In Chicago, Jenni met her future 

husband, Corey Hamilton, who came 

to the program with years of restau

rant experience in New York City and 

Las Vegas. After graduation, the duo 

began expanding their skill sets at such 

high-profile culinary institutions as the 

Bouchon Bakery in New York. All the 

while, back in Texas, Jenni's father 

and older sister, Holly McCaffrey, were 

hatching a scheme to open a breakfast 

cafe and bakery in their hometown 
of Temple. They pitched their idea to 

Jenni and Corey in 2010, and before 

long, the duo bid farewell to their five

star kitchens and booked a pair of one

way flights to Texas.  

After securing a location south 

of downtown, the team got to work.  

As executive chef of the new Megg's 

Cafe, Corey created a breakfast menu 

of home-style classics made from lo

cally sourced ingredients with a dis

tinctly epicurean flair, like pork-belly 

eggs Benedict served on thick slices of 

homemade brioche ($10.50), and dev

iled eggs topped with bacon marmalade 

and crispy shallots ($4.50). Meanwhile, 

Jenni put her pastry-chef pedigree to 

work at the bakery, producing an array
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of artisanal breads (from ciabatta to 

country rye), assorted sweets (including 

cinnamon rolls and seasonal cupcakes), 

and custom-order specialty cakes.  

The full-service bakery, Hamilton 

Bread Co., located directly to the right of 

the main foyer, is the first thing patrons 

see (and smell) upon entering the cafe.  

With a dozen freshly baked bread vari

eties on any given day, the simple choice 

of what variety to have with your short

rib hash can seem impossible. (Indeci

sive bread-lovers should try the Baker's 

Basket, which includes a choice of muf

fin or cinnamon roll, a cinnamon-raisin 

brioche, and choice of toast and jam.) 

But fans of Megg's know to save room 

for Corey's signature dishes, like crab

cake eggs Benedict, topped with sauteed 

baby spinach and a savory homemade 

hollandaise, then served alongside a 

heap of crispy breakfast potatoes.  

The decor at Megg's is simple and 

inviting, with warm hardwood tables 

and pale yellow walls adorned with 

colorful paintings depicting culinary 

themes, like bakers pulling fresh 

loaves from the oven. Other personal 

touches include family photos and ta

bletop sugar carriers full of Trivial 

Pursuit cards, the latter intended to 

inspire conversation.  

Since opening, Corey has introduced 

lunch and dinner service to accommo

date the cafe's growing customer base, 

but breakfast (served daily until 3 p.m.) 

is still the main draw for Megg's; the 

lines stretch out the door every weekend.  

In October, Megg's won the "Best 

Food" award at Austin's 25th annual 

LaDolceVitaFood&WineFestival,beat

ing out such high-profile restaurants 

as Jasper's and Trace. But ultimate

ly, the McCaffreys and Hamiltons don't 

place undue importance on awards 

or titles, focusing instead on their own 

local culinary community.  

"In the end, it's about the food," 

0 FIND MORE ONLINE 
What to do in Temple? See 

texashighwaysxom/eat for ideas.

04

/7

hhL
Corey says. "And more so, the act of 

gathering with family and friends." 

And that inclusive philosophy extends 

to the cafe's food purveyors and brew

ers. "We are very proud of our Texas 

craft-beer list," says Meghan McCaffrey

ARTISAN-BAKED 
Baked i-hotise daily by 
lnmilton Bread Co.. the 

ear y cheese bread at 
I gg's nak a asa'ory 
realfawst or basef r a 

tasty sandwich.  

Collins, the third McCaffrey sister at 

Megg's. "We serve a lot of beer from 

Jester King Brewery in Austin." In fact, 

some farmers now cultivate seasonal 

produce specifically for Megg's. Some 

farms even barter their produce, like 

turnips, kale, and dewberries, in ex

change for Hamilton Bread goods.  

And for local residents and travelers 

just passing through, it's nice to know 

that beyond the stretches of chain eat

eries they can still pull off the highway 

to find a delicious, local restaurant that 

feels just like home. *

K. - ----; IWKa 

'MYBORDERFESTCOM

For info, call 5 4 , orisit a tord rre
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TRAVEL

-Mixing itU 
THE SAN ANTONIO COCKTAIL CONFERENCE 
text by Anthony Head

VERY JULY, NEW ORLEANS THROWS AN EVENT 
called Tales of the Cocktail, a five-day celebration of fine 

drinks and the people who love them. Likewise, New 

York City stages the Manhattan Cocktail Classic each 

May; and in March, Aspen holds its annual Apres Ski 

Cocktail Classic. It seems that from San Diego to Kan

sas City to Atlanta, people gather to acknowledge these 

heady days of craft cocktails. Texas' big event is called 

the San Antonio Cocktail Conference (SACC), and this 

year it takes place January 16-19.

January 2014 marks the third year that SACC takes over the Alamo City's down

town with its four-day schedule of tastings, seminars, mixology classes, and skills 

competitions. Classic spirits brands showcase their latest products while newer 

brands try to gain some of the industry's attention. Bartenders reveal their tech

niques for success behind the bar. Excursions introduce guests to San Antonio's 

nightlife. There are parties and there are after-parties. Indeed, SACC-organized 

and run by volunteers-is an intoxicating get-together for both the cocktail profes

sional and the cocktail-curious.

THE SAN ANTONIO 
COCKTAIL 
CONFERENCE 
takes place January 

16-19 in downtown 
San Antonio. There 
are a wide variety of 

ticket options, ranging 
from $30 to $250. All 
proceeds go to charity.  
See www.sanantonio 
cocktailconference.  
cor for details.

26 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2014
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"It's a spirited group," says Scott 

Becker, by way of describing SACC's 

crowds. Becker is one of the conference's 

organizers, as well as the general man

ager of Bohanan's Prime Steaks and Sea

food (a restaurant that helped pioneer San 

Antonio's modern craft-bar movement), 

so he's fully aware of how educated, en

thusiastic, and well-traveled those in the 

industry tend to be. "These are the same 

people who go to the conferences in New 

Orleans and New York. I was actually 

nervous about it in year one." 

And, Scott admits, he was a little 

surprised at the first year's attendance 

numbers: "We were hoping for 500 and 

we got 2,500." 
Now, preparing for year three, Scott 

expects another enthusiastic crowd 

to fill the banquet halls and seminar 

spaces of the historic Sheraton Gunter 

Hotel, where most of SACC's events 

take place. The hotel's early-20th-Cen

tury interior lends an appropriate am

biance to the festivities by recalling a 

time period that many historians call 

the "golden age" of the cocktail. (Right 

up until Prohibition, that is.) 

However, since San Antonio attracts 

and nurtures great bar talent, and be

cause there are many bars to visit and 

celebrity mixologists to meet down

town, other SACC events take place at 

venues in the surrounding neighbor

hood. It's a chance to experience how the 

city's nightlife options extend beyond 

the River Walk and beyond the mar

garita. Attendees can imbibe at swanky 

newcomers like the Brooklynite and 

Bar 1919, as well as the historic Esquire 

Tavern, which was reborn a few years 

ago as a craft cocktail bar and was sub

sequently nominated for a James Beard 

Award for "Outstanding Bar Program." 

"San Antonio was not on the map as 

a cocktail destination until a couple of 

years ago," says Austin's David Alan, a 

professional bartender and bar consul

tant who assisted in the Esquire's reopen

ing. As a charter officer in the U.S. Bar

tender's Guild, David believes that having 

a Texas-based conference offers an im

portant opportunity to [continued on page 62 n 

PHOTO: Courtesy San Antonio Cocktail Conference
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NextWeekend BOERNE
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The 
DISTANCE 
to BOERNE

BOERNE 
-or information on 

visiting Boerne call the 
Boerne Convention 
& Visitor'. Bureau 
at 888/842-80B0, 

www.visitboeme.org.

San Antonio 
30 miles; 

35 minutes

Dallas 
290 miles; 

5 hours

te,; '/7

N N" 

*

Midland 
300 miles; 
4.5 hours

Amarillo 
480 miles; 
7.5 hours

/ /

T'S A DICEY PROPOSITION, LIVING IN A PICTURESQUE, EASILY 
accessible town in the Texas Hill Country-in my case, Boerne. On the 

one hand, our population swells significantly on temperate weekends, 

meaning we locals relinquish our usual haunts to the visiting hordes.  

Plenty of folks who start out as tourists come back to stay-enough to cause 

an 86 percent rise in population between 2000 and 2012. And though I was 

one of those latecomers, I was hoping like everyone else that they'd close 

the gates behind me.  

But, oh, on the other hand! We get to live where the cypress-shaded Cibolo Creek 

runs through the middle of town, past impeccably preserved limestone homes dat

ing to the latter half of the 19th Century. And we're within strolling distance of a 

dozen charming antiques stores and more gourme- eateries than a burg of 12,000 

residents should ever expect to support.  

We know the ag students whose animals are shown at the Kendall County Fair, 

the girls who run for the Miss Berges Fest Court each June, the Boerne High quar

terback, and the kid who bags our groceries. Half the town convenes at the plaza for

SWEET TREATS 
Try the pastries 

,it Bear Moon 
* akery & Cafe, 

or kich-start your 
day with the 

breakfast buffet.  

Houston 
225 miles; 
3.5 hours

Part of the 
beauty of 
Boerne is in 
its ease of 
navigation; 
get Main 
Street and 
River Road 
down pat and 
you're set.
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the homecoming rally, and, boy, do we 

love our parades.  

Like many towns in the Hill Coun

try, Boerne was founded by German 

freethinkers-intellectual immigrants 

who believed in democracy, religious 

freedom, and the abolition of slavery.  

We still celebrate our German roots, 

including with the Abendkonzerte sum

mer series-oompah music made by the 

Boerne Village Band, thought to be the 

longest continuously performing Ger

man band outside of Germany. And as 

hokey as it may sound, our slogan-"the 

best of Hill Country living"-is pretty 

darn accurate.  

Of the buildings erected 160 or so 

years ago, one that remains is the center 

structure of Ye Kendall Inn, a lodging 

and event destination on the north side 

of Main Plaza with views of the wind

ing Cibolo. Its three dozen rooms and 

cottages are each one-of-a-kind, charm

ingly Victorian in feel while still com

fortable. As with the Crescent Quarters 

Inn just up the street, Ye Kendall Inn's 

location offers ideal accessibility to the 

town's shopping district as well as the 

walkways alongside Cibolo Creek. On 

the north end of Boerne and just a cou

ple of miles from downtown is Namaste 

Retreat, which offers a completely 

different type of experience for larger 

groups seeking a serene gathering 

place along the Cibolo.  

Part of the beauty of Boerne is in its 

ease of navigation; get Main Street and 

River Road down pat and you're set. De

pending on the weather-and the qual

ity of your shoes-it would be reason

able to expect to park on a Friday and 

not need your vehicle until it's time to 

go home on Sunday afternoon.  

Come on the second weekend of any 

month and enjoy Market Days at down

town's Main Plaza, where-rain or 

shine-live music plays while vendors 

sell their art,jewelry, handcrafted items, 
and collectibles. Also, Second Saturday 

Art and Wine offers complimentary 

transportation by trolley with stops at 

five of Boerne's downtown art galleries.  
Each gallery provides complimentary
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Stay and P[ay 

City of 

'Woodcr

RECHARGE DISCOVER 
Swim in Crystal (ear Wa ters 

Gol-f in Bean tifut -JihIs 
MiNke in an 'Encfianted aTely 
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For information go to: e K www.cityofwoodcreek.com
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wine and hors' Ioeuvres; to recap, that's 

a free event with free transportation, 

free wine, and free food.  

Also on the weekends. -oin the lo

cals who flock t : the Farmer's Market 

at the Cibolo each Saturday morning, 
held at the historic 62-acre Herff Farm.  

(The market closes for January and 

February.) Local fruits and vegetables, 

honey, salsa, all-natural dog treats, in

door and outdoor plants, and eggs are 

for sale, and there is usually live ac

oustic music an J cooking or gardening 

demonstrations. Adjacent-but requir

ing a short drive to the entrance-is the 

Cibolo Nature Center, with 100 acres 

of trails where you can walk off your 

breakfast kolacaes or have a picnic.  

Boerne is also home to two stand

out natural attractions: Cave With

out a Name and Cascade Caverns.  

Both offer guided tours and moderate 

temperatures that hover in the mid

60s year-round. Come in July and 

you'll want to sneak away from your 

tour group, establish an underground 

bunker, and stick around until fall.

An evening 
at Tejas Rodeo 
in nearby 
Bulverde offers 
myriad photo 
opportunities 
and is as fun 
for true Texans 
as for out-of
state guests.  

Just a half-hour east of Boerne in 

the town of Bulverde, the Tejas Rodeo 

Company hosts National Professional 

Rodeo Association-qualifying and 

Open Pro rodeos on Saturday nights, 

every month but December and Feb

ruary. The venue also offers live music 

on Thursday through Sunday year

round. The Tejas Steakhouse & Saloon 

is on site, plus a mechanical bull and 

an extensive outdoor area for two

stepping and lassoing lessons; kids 

can sign up for the mutton-bustin' (aka 

sheep-riding) rodeo event as well. An 

evening at Tejas Rodeo offers myr

iad photo opportunities and is as fun 

for true Texans as for out-of-state guests.  

The Boerne restaurant scene is also 

a major draw for visitors, both regional 

and national, but be aware that many 

of the eateries close Mondays or Tues

days and have hours that change with 

the seasons to accommodate the ebb 

and flow of tourist traffic, so plan ahead.  

With that in mind, there are several 

places that are consistently good.  

Though it's only a few years old and

Czech, not German, Little Gretel is as 

much a part of the Boerne dining scene 

as any other place in town. Charming 

without being kitschy, Gretel serves 

up fresh, eclectic dishes for breakfast, 

lunch, dinner, and Sunday brunch for 

both hearty eaters and those seeking 

lighter fare. Also worth considering: 

Bear Moon Bakery & Cafe for its break

fast buffet, lunch, and truly delicious 

pastries; for stellar breakfast tacos just 

off the beaten path, try Mary's Tacos.  

Situated in the geographic center 

of town is 259 Home Market Bistro, a 

charming cafe and home decor shop 

that attracts plenty of locals and visitors 

who need to refuel at lunchtime before 

continuing on their quest for antiques.  

Other never-fail spots for lunch are the 

Peach Cafe, where everything is made 

fresh daily and the homey menu is sup

plemented by chalkboard specials and 

not-to-be-missed desserts; and Dodging 

Duck Brewhaus, perfect for a late bite 

eaten alfresco while admiring the geese 

and ducks wandering around River Road 

Park across the street. If your late lunch 

morphs into happy hour, all the better.  

For lunch or dinner with the kids, 
Boerne features two standouts: burg

ers-and-shakes staple Soda Pops Patio 

Grill, host of popular hot rod and 

motorcycle shows a couple of times a 

month; and The Dog and Pony Grill, 
a hot dog-and-burger joint worthy of 

the short drive for its friendly service 

and play area.  

Sans kids, start with a glass of wine 

at The Boerne Wine Company and then 

walk to either The Creek Restaurant, 

with its patio overlooking the Cibolo, or 

Cypress Grille, where the menu is up

scale but the atmosphere couldn't be 

more relaxed and friendly. Or get out of 

downtown and head to the much-lauded 

Welfare Cafe, where the menu reflects 

German and Hill Country cuisine, and 

there is a commitment to sustainability.  

With all we have to see and do here 

in our little patch of the Hill Country, 
you can spend a weekend or a week. Or, 
if you're like my family, set down roots 

and hang around for longer. *
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And share you did
by phone, email, Facebook, and through many 
amazingly detailed letters. Thousands of TH 
readers helped to shape the final list, which we 
will divulge throughout 2014, Texas Highways' 
40th-anniversary year.  

Known to only a handful of people on the 
planet, this top-secret compilation is filled with 
a few shoo-ins and several fun surprises. This 
month's fabulous-five range from the Llano 
Estacado and the Lost Pines to East Texas' wilds 
and America's fourth-largest city. A Highland 
Lakes darling rounds out the selection.  

We'll also recall some honorable mentions 
along the way, nominees that especially piqued 
our interest. Take Fuzzy's Corner, a popular local 
spot near Buchanan Dam at the intersection of 
Texas 29 and FM 1431. "A joy for everyone to see.  
There's a vegetable stand, a church, and a garden/ 
landscape business," says Vera McNabb of Burnet.  
"And Fuzzy's is a bar with many activities." 
Sounds like a great stop.  

Our thanks to everyone who took the time to 
share. Whether or not your favorite makes the 
final cut, your feedback will shape many issues 
of TH to come. So without further ado, let the 
countdown begin. -

MORE INFO 

Contact the Lobbock 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau ,800/692-4A 15; 

www.visitk bbock.orn.

"THE GREAT BUDDY HOLLY WAS BORN THERE-THERE'S A MUSIC 
CENTER IN HIS MEMORY. YOU CAN VISIT HIS GRAVE IN THE CITY 

OF LUBBOCK CEMETERY." -COREY TREVATHAN, MINERAL WELLS 

- -

3 
j
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Cotact the Marble 
Falls/Lake LBJ Chamber 

of CommrerCe VB, 
830/693-4449 

or 877/MF-TEXAS; 
www.marblefalls.org.  

Also gqr to www.historic 

mainasreet.orao

'r PT~ t' 17 A. T.T Q 

Marble Falls' picturesque setting along its 
namesake lake proves enticing enough, but 
travelers stick around this Hill Country 
town for the live music, classic cafes, art 
galleries, intriguing shops, and annual 
events that range from a soapbox derby to 
drag-boat races. Take your pick of the other 
nearby Highland Lakes and numerous 
area winery tours, too.  

ARBLE FALLS! SO MANY LAKES TO 
CHOOSE FROM-AND DON'T FORGET 
THE GREAT SHOPPING AND THE 

S)LF COURSES. MARBLE FALLS IS THE 
IN ATTON OF Tr Y "

PHOTOS: J. Griffis Smith, Michael Amador (Bastrop); To order a print of 
either photo on this page, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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LUBBOCK 
Those who take time to explore the 
"Hub City" will find a notable wine scene, 
thanks to the High Plains' bounty of 
vineyards, an influential music scene, 
and a fascinating selection of museums.  
Few cities honor their heritage as enjoyably 
as Lubbock, home to museums focused 
on Buddy Holly, windmills, agriculture, 
and-a favorite top destination nominee 
for a number of TH readers-the National 
Ranching Heritage Center.



BASTROP 
The same natural beau 
that first attracted Nati 
some of Texas' earliest' 
forests on the Colorado 
Bastrop a welcoming es 
capitalizes on its rich h

MOR INFO 
C ntaa the & sO3PVisitr 

Center, 2/2 03-0904;

neighborhoods and a do 
restored buildings that 
shops and cafes.

ty and fertility 
ve Americans and 
settlers to the pine 
River still make 
cape today. Bastrop 

heritage with historic 
wntown full of 
house charming

wwwvistbast-c ptx.com, 

"THE LOST PINES RESORT IN BASTROP IS ONE OF MY FAVORITE 
PLACES IN THE STATE TO GO FOR A LITTLE REST AND 

RELAXATION. THE SPA IS FABULOUS AND SO ARE THE FOOD 
AND THE PEOPLE AT THE RESORT. IT IS MY HOME AWAY 

FROM HOME." -ANNE MARIE SMITH. AUSTIN

Contact the Cado 
Lake Area Chamber of 

Commerce and Tourifm;r 
w'ew.caddolake.org. ALs.o 

visit www.tpwd.state.tx.us

CADDO LAKE 

Every Texan should experience the 
primordial mystery of Caddo Lake State 
Park. With its ghostly, century-old cypress 
trees draped with gray-green Spanish 
moss, cozy cabins built in the 193os, and 
a history that encompasses pearl hunting 
and steamboating, a Caddo getaway works 
efficiently to re-set your perspective. Stay 
at the park, or find lodging and dining in 
the nearby towns of Uncertain, Marshall, 
and Jefferson.

and www.caddolake.com.  

"CADDO LAKE FOR EXPLORING AND CANOEING.  
WE'VE NEVER HAD A DISAPPOINTING VISIT."

0
Sont& he Gre'to 

Houston Convention 
& Viatrs Bureoa.  

800/4- 4IUSTON: 
wwwn _athouston

HOUSTON 
A longtime hub for innovation in energy 
and medicine, Houston has come into 
its own as a vacation destination in recent 
years. Top draws in Texas' biggest city 
include the lively Museum District, 
where 19 cultural attractions highlight 
art, science, nature, and history; and 
the reimagined downtown, where it's 
now possible to walk from your hotel 
to restaurants, bars, and concert and 
sports arenas. And that's just the tip of 
the iceberg.

"HOUSTON IS A BEAUTIFUL CITY WITH THINGS 
TO DO FOR THE LITTLE ONES AND GROWN-UPS." 

-MYRTHALA ALMADA, SAN ANTONIO

JANUARY 2014 [ texashighways.com 33



.A t/

U-

flL

i

'

&



..-.  

114,

-h

"4.w 
, a.y 

,.\t 

- aXY krij my e 

,.  

i' ..

. """-- Y.  

_ _. 
,V '



SEATED ON A LARGE, 
FLAT ROCK ALONG A 

TRANQUIL SECTION OF
THE GUADA LUPE 

I hear the faint whoosh of my husband's fly line as his cast 

cuts through the air. He's fishing in front of me, hip-deep in 

the water. Behind me, two squirrels are chasing each other, 
rustling about in crinkly fallen leaves. I look up at a towering 

pecan tree next to me, relaxed by its occasional sway. This is 

the soothing soundtrack I look forward to every winter. I'm 

at Rio Guadalupe Resort in Sattler, reading a book at water's 

edge, just steps away from my rented cottage for the week.  

Located 16 miles north of New Braunfels, Sattler is an un

incorporated, one-stoplight town near Canyon Lake; it was 

founded in 1845 by William Martin Sattler, who had left Ger

many to settle with his wife in Texas. Home to a popular dance 

hall, saloon, and bowling alley in the late 1800s, today Sattler 

is quiet, encompassing not much more than a grocery store, 

an Ace Hardware, and a few simple restaurants.  

But during the winter months, the area becomes one of the 

Hill Country's most popular fly-fishing destinations, as each 

year the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department stocks nearly 

24,000 rainbow trout in the Guadalupe from December to 

early March. Trout Unlimited, a national nonprofit dedicat

ed to conserving coldwater fisheries, also stocks trout. The 

river best known for its summertime activities is also the 

southernmost trout fishery in the United States, and this is 

why we're here.  

We make the four-hour drive to Sattler to fly-fish for trout at 

least twice a year, once after Christmas and once in February 

for Troutfest-a three-day fly-fishing expo and banquet hosted 

by the Guadalupe River chapter of Trout Unlimited. Troutfest 

draws hundreds for casting contests, lectures, demos, and a 

kid's fishing pond. Back home in Fort Worth, when I mention 

this to fellow anglers, I'm met with surprise. EXPERI 
"Nobody believes you, do they?" asks Carolyn Sanders, one TROUTF 

of the amiable Rio Guadalupe Resort staffers I've come to Troutfes 
know over our dozen or so trips here. "I just got a call from a celebrate 

fly-fisherman in Colorado who said, 'You mean it doesn't get fly-fishin 

too hot?' I told him the Guadalupe runs 58 to 62 degrees year in New B 

round. He said, 'You've got to be kidding me.'" ruary 21

No kidding. Each winter, men and women clad in multi- grtutroL

RIVER, 

Q A ,e T

ENCE 
EST 
t, a three-day 

on of Texas 

g, takes place 

raunfels Feb
23. See www.  
utfest.org.
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FLY A WAY! 
4 Duin j he intler 

Fly -fishermn on the 
Guadalupe River 
often rise with the 

s nun tofishfor tro it.  
The Guadalupe is 
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nited State, an d 
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GREAT CATCH 
Bait, barbecue. and 

brae ah~fist tacos: yy 

Within afew miles 
of the Rio Guada
lupe Resort. an
glers find all the 
vital necessities 

(including dog love) 
at ReelFly Fishing 
Adventures, The 
Ral Pit Bar-B-Q.  
audS egioas Tacos.

pocketed vests and clunky wading boots embark on fly-fishing 

excursions in the cool, shallow waters of the Guad, as the lo

cals refer to it. They fish in hopes of landing a hog, so to speak, 
as the trout here are known to be big.  

But so far on this trip, I haven't hit the water. I'm in no hurry, 
either, unlike my husband, Josh, who had one foot in his wad

ers before we parked our vehicle. This is why we love staying 

at Rio-the RV park and campground also offers 21 frills-free 

cottages about 50 yards from the water, so I can walk back 

and forth to our river-view deck as often as I please. Josh will 

fish for hours on end, strategically placing his carefully se

lected fly near underwater rocks and in deep pools as he slowly 

moves up and down a quarter-mile stretch of river. On the 

other hand, I might fish three or four times during the entire 

trip, because my agenda also includes reading with a glass of 

wine on the deck, practicing living-room Pilates, and cook

ing un-rushed meals for the family in the cabin's kitchenette.  

So for now, I've chosen to unpack our kitchen utensils and 

settle into our two-story, three-bedroom temporary home.  

My parents and two family friends, Jason and Gwen, are 

joining us on this trip, and I'm planning a pasta marinara 

dinner topped with shrimp kabobs that I'll cook on the grill 

in front of our deck.  

Fly-fishing trips to Sattler mean daily, if not twice daily, 
trips to ReelFly Fishing Adventures, a nearby fly shop filled 

with rods, fly-tying material, clothing (including waders), and 

gift items, opened in 2011 by local fishing guide Brent Hodges.  

"I've been fishing this river since I was eight years old and I 

always wanted to have a fly shop," he once told me.  

During one visit to ReelFly, my mom and Gwen, who don't 

fly-fish, join me as the guys stay on the water. We want to see 

the hand-painted wooden crosses and bracelets made from 

leather belts created by a family member of Brent's. I also want 

to pet Midge, a Basset hound-Labrador mix who serves as the 

official fly-shop dog. We take Brent's girlfriend, Ashley, up on 

her offer of a complimentary pint of Trout Slayer wheat ale, 
which is brewed up in Montana-fly-fishing country. She 

keeps a keg on tap next to the register. I take a sip and pick 

up a coral-colored Lilypond handbag as my souvenir from the 

trip. Made of recycled materials, with lots of hidden pockets, 

it's perfect for travel and outdoors adventures.  

Feeling the fishing itch coming on, I check out the bins full 

of colorful fly selections and choose a bright fuchsia worm-a 

San Juan worm, they call it-and pluck it from its compart

ment with tweezers. Gwen has picked out a trout-painted 

travel mug for Jason, and my mom has found a pair of polar

ized sunglasses for dad.  

We thank Ashley for the beer and head next door to Bad 

Girlz of Texas, a funky boutique with costume jewelry, risque 

greeting cards, trendy clothing, and always a great sale. After 

our laid-back shopping outing, the blinking "open" sign at The 

Real Pit Bar-B-Q catches our attention from across the street.  

We decide to pick up a few pounds of oak-smoked brisket from
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Catch a fish on a fly rod once and chances are you'll be "hooked." But just like fishing with a traditional 
rod and reel, starting with the right equipment is key for landing a big one ... or any fish at all.  

First, determine the body of water you'd like to fish, then talk to the 
- professionals in a local fly shop near that area. Not only will you be out

fitted correctly for the water type (freshwater or saltwater?) and the fish 
you're after (trout or largemouth bass?), you'll likely get the scoop on 
what, when, and where the fish are biting.  

"The pros can let you in on hot flies and how to rig up your rod for a 
specific type of fishing," says Brent Hodges, a fly-fishing guide and owner 

of ReelFly Fishing Adventures (www.reelfly.net). "They can also help 
locate the right rod for each individual based on budget and skill level." 

r Once you're properly outfitted, learning to cast is crucial. The basic 
fly-casting method has been likened to painting a wall with smooth 

strokes that stop abruptly at the top and bottom, executed without 

bending the wrist. However, many excited newbies hit the water and 

? cast more than necessary, often resulting in tangles and snags, as well 
as spooked fish.  

"An open area like a grassy field is a great place to learn how to 
fly-cast. I would recommend signing up for casting instruction before ever setting foot on the river," says 

Brent, who offers lessons for all levels. (If you buy a fly rod combo at his Sattler shop, your lesson is free.) 
Other New Braunfels-area fly shops include Gruene Outfitters (www.grueneoutfitters.com) and Action 

Angler & Outdoor Center (www.actionangler.net). -Celestina Blok 

ESSENTIALS 

FLY-FISHING THE 
GUADALUPE RIVER 
Following are sites included in the story.  

Rio Guadalupe Resort, 
14130 River Rd., New Braunfels.  
Call 830/964-3613; www.rioraft.com.  

Reel Fly Fishing Adventures, 
1642 FM 2673, Canyon Lake. r 
Call 830/964-4823; www.reelfly.net.  

Bad Girlz of Texas, 
1642 FM 2673, Canyon Lake.  
Call 830/964-4499; 
www.badgirlzoftexas.com.  

The Real Pit Bar-B-Q, 
14645 River Rd., Canyon Lake.  
Call 830/964-2619.  

Sergio's Tacos, 
122 Kanz, Canyon Lake.  
Call 830/964-3464.  

Old Sattler Baking Company, 
2000 FM 2673, Canyon Lake.  
Call 830/964-3033.
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the outdoor walk-up counter, along with family-size cartons 

of potato salad and baked beans. The meal will make for an 

easy riverside picnic lunch. Waiting in line, a woman tells me 

she travels 30 miles for The Real Pit's smoke-crusted brisket, 

partly because it's so tasty and partly for the leisurely drive.  

Sattler's dining options are minimal, but deliciously sat

isfying. While we'll cook most of our meals, tomorrow we'll 

visit Sergio's Tacos, a silver Airstream trailer that serves tasty 

tacos al pastor, care asada, avocado-stuffed tortas-and on 

Saturdays, menudo. And before we leave, we'll stop for peach 

bread pudding with peach brandy sauce at the Old Sattler Bak

ing Company, a homey breakfast and lunch cafe that has been 

in business nearly two decades.  

Mom and Gwen decide to walk off the barbecue with a stroll 

along the riverfront. There are some emerald ducks napping 

in the distance, so they head that direction. From our deck, I 

watch a family of five, including two giddy young girls and a 

boy, unroll a badminton net and set up for a game on the grassy 

lawn. A box of ladder-ball equipment lies on the ground next 

to their racquets and birdies.  

Leaning on the wooden deck railing, I scan the jade-colored 

river and see Josh, Jason, and my dad standing knee-deep in 

the water, fishing quietly. Then Josh's rod suddenly bends 

over into a U-shape as he holds his arm high. Fly-fishermen 

scattered about the water look his direction. Josh's other hand 

holds his fishing net and, after a few minutes of both reeling 

in and letting line go, he squats slightly, scooping up what ap

pears to be a nice-size rainbow trout.  

Now is my time to make my way to the water. I like to fish 

between lunch and dinner, when the sun is at its warmest and 

starting to set over River Road's fourth crossing bridge, located 

on the edge of Rio's property. Cyclists and bikers zoom by as 

they begin a long, winding ride along the river, and cars often 

stop and idle here for a few moments, too, their drivers mes

merized by the fly-fishermen's systematic casting below.  

With my waders on and my rod in tow, I walk down the 

short hill to the river. The water is cold, and I'm thankful I 

put on two pairs of wool socks. Scooting my feet slowly to a 

flat spot, I begin casting toward deeper waters. I'm rusty at 

first, but gradually I gain momentum as my San Juan worm 

begins to land in the vicinity of where I'm aiming. Josh sug

gests I try a pale morning dun-a fly he tied last night that's 

"been doing pretty good." 

We fish until the sun sets. And while he catches another 

two or three trout, I only end up with a bite for the day. But 

that's okay. The peaceful pace of Sattler and this refreshing, 

wintertime version of the Guad is always restorative for me, 

fish or no fish. * 

Fort Worth writer Celestina Blok travels twice yearly to the Gua

dalupe River tofly-fish with her famtily aiudfriends. Photo Editor 

Griff Smith says he's too impatient to be a dedicated angler, but 

he found Sattler to be relaxing and beautiful.
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TEXT BY ANDREA ABEL 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL AMADOR 

CACHE INGIN 
HIGH-TECH TREASURE HUNTS ACROSS TEXAS 

f my husband, John, buys a 
gadget, he's going to use it.  
Trust me. All the more if the 

gadget has to do with the out
doors. When the first GPSr 
(global position system re
ceiver) device entered our 

home in 2006, I admit that I eyed the gizmo with 
skepticism, wondering if it would add to general 
travel claptrap. But the device won me over the first 
time we used it as a family. On a chilly December va
cation to snowy Minnesota, John proposed an out
door geocaching treasure hunt along a nature trail 
near his sister's home. Of course the adults were 
game. But, the techno-intrigue even pried my sis
ter-in-law's teenage boys away from various screens 
and all-day vacation slumber. Our Texas girls who 
don't exactly cotton to cold weather hiked for more 
than an hour deciphering clues on the GPS and un
covering the caches with their cousins.
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That was the beginning of our 

family's geocaching adventures.

Geocaching is now a part of just about 

all of our outings, from camping and in

ternational vacations to soccer tourna

ments and running weekend errands.  

What exactly is geocaching? It is a 

high-tech global hunt to find outdoor 

treasures-called geocaches, caches, or 

hides-using a GPS device or a GPS-en

abled smart phone. The hidden contain

ers can range from the oft-used loaf-of

bread-sized ammo box to micro-caches 

created out of old film containers or even 

smaller ones the size of a pencil eraser.  

Inside a standard geocache will be a log

book or sheets of paper, a writing utensil, 
and sometimes small trinkets. Caches 

can be found in congested urban set

tings or in natural areas like state parks.  

After the thrill of locating the geo

cache, the cacher signs the log with his 

or her geocaching handle, which is reg

istered on the official geocaching web

site, www.geocaching.com. Small trin

kets often look like those toys included 

in child-size, fast-food meals, or plastic 

rings, beads, or coins. Taking a trinket 

is optional, but the rule of the sport is 

take a trinket, add a trinket. So, come 

prepared. Also, writing utensils are apt 

to disappear or run out of ink. Bring 

your own just to be safe.  

Virtual caches work well in places like 

national parks that don't allow physical 

caches to be placed onsite. These require 

finding particular coordinates then fol

lowing instructions to answer a ques

tion about the location, taking a photo, 

or completing some other task, which is 

then emailed to the cache's creator.  

No matter the type of cache, you must 

log onto your www.geocaching.com ac

count to get credit for your find. To give 

an idea of the sport's magnitude, geo

caching.com just recorded the two mil

lionth geocache placed on the planet.

Until recently, John piloted our geo

caching adventures, and the rest of us 

followed, gathering trinkets before 

a hike, searching under rocks, park 

benches, logs, and in tree hollows for 

caches, and testing our knowledge of 

riddles, trivia, and history. With all the 

other tasks that go into planning family 

outings and vacations, I didn't have time 

for the additional geocaching prep re

quired to search and download caches.  

My smart phone and a geocaching 

app changed this for me-no extra de

vice to remember; no planning ahead.  

At least partly. While the app enables 

me to look for caches on a familiar 

screen whenever the whim strikes, it 

won't work in remote areas with no cell 

service, and I don't have an interna

tional cell phone plan.  

I owe my new "can-do" attitude and 

enthusiasm toward geocaching to an 

adrenaline-pumping, convivial mega

event called the Texas Challenge. On a 

windy April morning, John and I find 

ourselves at Texas Challenge XI, which 

is teeming with roughly 600 partici

pants gathered at Port Aransas' Rob

erts Point Park. Heart pounding, hand 

tightly clutching the scorecard, and head 

swirling with new rules and terminol

ogy, I await the start signal for the four

hour competitive geocaching event, hop

ing to find a respectable number of the 

144 caches that the Hide Team surrepti

tiously stashed under the cover of night 

throughout Port A's beaches, parks, 

neighborhoods, and commercial district.  

The Texas Challenge is a three-day 

extravaganza-held in a different lo

cation every year-where cachers of 

all levels can compete (or not), social

ize, browse the latest in trinkets and 

gear, and swap caching stories. The 

four-hour Saturday competition is the 

event's centerpiece, where teams and

individuals vie to score the most points 

by finding cleverly hidden caches. It's 

a terrific way to get acquainted with 

geocaching surrounded by plenty of 

friendly, knowledgeable folks eager to 

get newbies like me hooked on the sport.  

John and I land on the laid-back Cen

tral Texas Team by way of geography.  

Team captain Tom Brotherman, aka 

Electric Water Boy, explains his two 

rules for being on the team: "Be reason

ably safe and have fun!" Team South

east Texas, with their hot-pink T-shirts 

and matching bandanas, engages in an 

intense-looking strategy meeting, mak

ing me think they are a bit more com

petitive than we are. The crowd is a 

veritable melting pot of Texans, out-of

state participants, and even interna

tional visitors, including families with 

small kiddos and people of all ages 

and physical abilities. I marvel at the 

clever geocaching names, or handles, 

that cachers devise, like Mrs. Captain 

Picard and The Caching Dead. Just 

as diverse are the reasons that attract 

cachers to the sport: exercise, compe

tition, recreation, and companionship.  

Waiting for the official 10 a.m. start, 
I calm my nerves by seeking tips and 

advice from fellow cachers. Mrs. Cap

tain Picard advises, "I recommend the 

'stick-poking method'-using a walk

ing stick to poke around for a cache to 

avoid thorns, stickers, and venomous 

snake bites." 

We receive some last-minute safety 

instructions and information about dif

ferent types of caches, including notori

ously difficult-to-find "evil caches," one 

of which may or may not be disguised 

as a rattlesnake, and other entertaining 

themed human caches. I hear, "Don't 

GEOCACHING PRIMER 
and trort texas ighways.co /bextr.
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CACHE IT! 
loc ise 

Geocaching gear.  
from a GPS device 

to a good walking 
stick. Find caches 

and geocaching 
classes at Texas 
state parks. The 
Montij Python

iheined humnan 
cache at the 2013 

Texas Challenge 

eventually relented.
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dismantle any sprinkler heads-there 

are no sprinkler-head caches." Appar

ently; clever cachers sometimes assem

ble hides in non-functioning sprinkler 

heac.s along with decoy knobs, dials, 

utility boxes, plumbing fixtures, road re

flectors, artificial plants, and you name 

it. Creativity counts in this sport! 

Before I know it, De Vickery, then the 

Texas Geocaching Association Pres

ident, yells, "GO!" into the bullhorn, 

and by the hundreds we scatter like 

an exploding firecracker in a flurry of

I owe my new "can-do" 
attitude and enthusiasm 

toward geocaching to 
an adrenaline-pumping, 

convivial mega-event 
called the Texas 

Challenge.  

X

bicycles, electric golf carts, cars, and on

foot hoofers.  

Armed with the Texas Challenge 

cache cocrdinates downloaded onto 
John's GPS unit and our official score

cards, we decide to espouse the "no plan" 

plan and head to Port Aransas Nature 

Preserve at Charlie's Pasture. I wish I 

had Mrs. Captain Picard's walking stick 

to look into the thick undergrowth. We 

hike the trails, a bit frustrated by our 

first few unsuccessful attempts to find 

difficult caches. Later, we realize that
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we failed to follow a basic caching tenet 

,o look for the "gaotrail"-the path made 

oy numerous previous cachers walking 

thoughh grass or shrubs to the sweet spot.  

But then, just then, that pinnacle mo

ment of success arrives. Reading the 

clues, I find an easy cache tucked into a 

simulated -oulder placed irk a garden of 

rccks and succulents. For a mega-event, 
caches don't contain logbooks or trinkets.  

Each cache contains a uniquely shaped 

paper punch that corresponds to a spe

cific number on the official scorecard. I

1exas Cka 
Aped s -7.2

)O 
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E, 

d

THRILL OF 
THE HUNT 

Cl ckwvise: Q 
codes provide clues 
and coordinates: 
Port Aransas' 

"Lost Soles" cache; 
> and coastal caches 
. stashed in sand 

and shells.  

relish checking that first punch on my 

scorecard more than I had anticipated.  

We scamper along a boardwalk 

and soon encounter one of the themed 

human caches, a man costumed as the 

Black Knight a la Monty Python. He 

beckons us to joust with foam swords, 

and we soon realize that the Black 

Knight actually is a cache. True to the 

British comedic character, the knight's 

left arm falls off in the sword fight, re

vealing another paper punch to add to 

our growing tally!
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Each cache contains a 
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to a specific number on 
the official scorecard.



Remembering Electric Water Boy's 

observation that the previous Texas 

Challenge winner focused on easy 

"park and grab" style caches, John and 

I head toward Port A's commercial hub 

and run into the affable caching duo of 

Michael King, aka Seeker of Seasons, 

and current TXGA president Brent 

Kitchens, aka Log Dawgs, who pull up 

as we are looking for a cache in a park

ing-lot patch of palms. These guys are 

cache-savvy and good-natured enough 

to share tips with us as we follow the 

same rapid-fire sequence of park-and

grab caches in the commercial district, 

each time adding a differently shaped 

hole punch to our card. "Look for some

thing out of the ordinary that can fool a 

normal person but you would recognize 

it quickly as a geocacher," advises Brent, 

like a slightly different color or texture.  

"On trees, we look at the base of the tree 

for piles of bark, leaves, sticks, or debris.  

Look up at branches at eye level." 

A block away, Michael scores an es

pecially tricky find among the chunks 

of concrete at the base of a formidable 

dolphin statue: a cache hidden inside a 

plastic Easter egg covered in concrete.  

How did he find it? Brent later reports, 

"We looked for a different color con

crete. The concrete had been there for a 

while, but the cache was a shade differ

ent. Also, the concrete chunk had a line 

down the middle to be able to open the 

egg. That was a difficult one." Caching 

is all in the details.  

From there, we head to the beach, en

countering along the way a time-travel 

phone (an interactive cache) that leads 

us to none other than fully attired Dr.  

Who and his sonic screwdriver-an

other cache. We find an easy cache hid

den in a pile of oyster shells close to the 

jetty. But, my favorite cache of the day 

is a decoy pedestrian crosswalk button 

fashioned out of a small Thermos with 

the Aerosmith clue "Walk This Way." 

Four hours is too short for the compe

tition; I am just getting into the groove, 

and we've only covered a fraction of the 

island. Before I know it, the challenge

has ended. But the mega-event is far 

from over. We grab a bite to eat as the 

organizers tally each participant's score, 

a complicated process where caches 

are awarded different point values 

based on difficulty.  

Next up is the awards ceremony. The 

North Texas team lands the top prize

the Golden Ammo Can trophy-and, 

believe it or not, an 11-year-old walks 

away with the top individual trophy. To

night is a beach barbecue bash. Tomor

row morning, cachers will gather for a 

CITO (cache in trash out), an honored

tradition in the geocaching community 

to leave parks and other caching sites 

cleaner than when they arrived.  

Look for me, aka foodiecacher, and 

John, aka GeoGaon, at Texas Chal

lenge XII in Bastrop. I'm pretty sure 

we're hooked. * 

Austin-base d Andrea Abel says the Texs 

Challenge '03 converted hIerfrom a geo
caching bystander to smart-phone-wield

ing geocaching enthusiast. Photographer 
Michael Ainador has also caught the 

geocaching bug and participates when
ever he can ?heile on assignin.entfor TH.

ESSENTIALS 

TEXAS CHALLENGE 

The Texas Challenge XII will be held March 22, 2014, in Bastrop (GC1BA88); www.texas 

geocaching.com. For more on Port Aransas (the location of the 2013 event), contact the Port 

Aransas Chamber of Commerce, 361/749-5919 or 800/45-COAST; www.portaransas.org.
: 
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Getting Started is Easy: 
Plenty of caches can be found nearly 

within arm's reach of a parking spot, making 

geocaching a terrific activity for people 

of all physical abilities. Be mindful of 

private property.  

Get the basics and watch introductory vid

eos at the official geocaching website, www.  

geocaching.com. Create a free geocaching 

handle and account. Caches are identified 

by their Geocaching Coordinate, or GC.  

Texas Geocaching Association (TXGA), 
www.texasgeocaching.com, is a terrific 

source for upcoming Texas events and 

the TXGA Cache of the Week. Register 

online for access to forums and blogs 

or to become a member of this all-volun

teer organization.  

Learn geocaching basics and how to use 

a GPS receiver unit at a one- to two-hour 

Geocaching 101 workshop taught at Texas 

state parks. Equipment provided; www.  

tpwd.state.tx.us/geocaching.

Have a smart phone? Download a free in

troductory app or the full app for $9.99.  

There is more than one app out there. Look 

for the official Geocaching icon.  

Hooked and ready to learn more? Subscribe 

to Texas-based FTF Geocacher magazine, 
www.ftfgeocacher.com.  

Texas State Parks 
Geocaching Challenge 
Download the Texas State Parks Geocache 

Passport to log more than 150 caches hid

den specifically for the ongoing geocache 

challenge in about 90 parks throughout the 

state. Earn prizes after finding 10, 20, 30 

caches or more in this self-paced contest.  

Texas state parks are great places to begin 

your geocaching adventure with more than 

1,400 geocaches of all sizes and skill levels 

hidden within their borders; www.tpwd.state.  

tx.us/geocaching.
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TEXAS GRIT 
THE PANHANDLE PLAINS' 
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he view from High Lonesome Lane is remark
ably empty. The narrow dirt road cuts through 
the southern High Plains, traversing the Rita 
Blanca National Grasslands in the northwest 
corner of the Texas Panhandle. An occasional 
hackberry tree or windmill breaks the prairie's 

distant horizon. Grazing pronghorn, startled by the rarity of a 
passing car, dart along broken stretches of sagging barbed-wire 
fence. It's conceivable to imagine what this territory would have 
been like in decades past, including when drought-ravaged set
tlers left their homes to escape the Dust Bowl of the 1930s.  

In a region accustomed to weather extremes and spring 

"dusters," the Dust Bowl-eight years of severe drought that 
blistered the Great Plains with blinding dust storms and ag
ricultural losses-stands out for its exceptional hardship and 
lasting legacy. Places like the Rita Blanca Grasslands, which 
the federal government created in the 1930s to help restore the 
wind-eroded plains, recall a time period that was marked by 

DUST BOWL DAYS environmental upheaval and the Great Depression. For trav

At texashighways. elers today, the story unfolds in the communities that survived 

com/webextra, the calamity and stuck around to share their memories.  

share your memories Museums across the Panhandle Plains illuminate various 

of the Dust Bowl: aspects of the Dust Bowl era, from the tractors that plowed up 

see a photo selection the native grasslands to the early days of a fledgling folk singer 

of historic Dust Bowl named Woody Guthrie. In recent years, several institutions 

scenes and contem- have revisited the Dust Bowl in recognition of important an

porary Dust Bowl niversaries (April marks 79 years since the infamous "Black 

tourism sites in Texas; Sunday" dust storm of 1935), the passing of the last survivors of 

see a sampling of the Dust Bowl, and a lingering drought that reminds us of rain

additional resources fall's unpredictability.

people planted their crops two or three 

times and still had a failure. When that 

happened a couple of years in a row, you 
were in tough straits." 

For grounding in regional history 
leading up to the Dust Bowl, the Pan

handle-Plains Historical Museum in 

Canyon is worth a visit. In the Pioneer 

Town exhibit, visitors explore struc

tures characteristic of the Panhandle 

at the dawn of the 20th Century, such 
as a mercantile shop and a Goodnight 
Ranch cowboy camp. Settlers poured 

into the Panhandle Plains in the early

about the Dust Bowl 
era in Texas; and 

study Amarillo rain
fall records for 

the Dust Bowl and 

subsequent droughts.

"You can find evidence 

of the Dust Bowl in the 

museums, in the his

torical archives, and in 

the personal memories 

of the folks who went 

through it," says Paul 

Carlson, a historian of 

the American West and 

retired Texas Tech Uni

versity professor. "Peo

ple were forced out of 

their farms, off the land 

d i t t d
an in 

then you 

exodus 

the Pan 

You had

U owns, an 

had the larger 

of folks from 

handle Plains. m 

years when 

HISTORY IN THE MAKING 
Previous spread: A farmhouse n.ortit of Dalhart. 193g.  

Above: A combine harvester in Castro County. 1936.  

Riglit: The Rita Blanca National Grasslands today.

I
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1coos, beckoned by land developers 

who subdivided vast ranches into farm

land. For a time, the weather cooperated 

with plentiful rainfall.  

"The railroad was promoting the re

gion and bringing people in, and they 

were buying up farmlsnd," explains 

Becky Livingston, the museum's cura

tor of history. "Farm crops were doing 

really wel. But of course, the wet years 

didn't last." 

The museum's Farming the Plains 

exhibit elaborates on the boom-and

bust nature of farming I the southern

High Plains. The exhibit explains how 

the advent of tractors, wheat remand 

driven by World War I, and a massive 

expansion of dry-land farming con

tributed to extensive plowing of native 

grasslands. While even uncu=ivated 

lands eroded during the 1930s brought, 

the plowing of the teens and '20s wors

ened the soil erosion that characterized 

the Dust Bowl.  

In the Wild and Wacky Weather on the 

Panhandle Plains exhibit-open through 
February 1-visitors get a small taste of a 

Dust Bowl dirt storm, minus the grit. Set

in a wooden farmhouse, the exhibit fea

tures historical video of people and live

stock making their way through per

sistent blowing dirt, their heads bowed 

against the storm. A soundtrack of whip

ping winds accompanies the scene.  

Gayle Bowen, an 86-year-old mu

seum volunteer, grew up in the town of 

Post, where his father ran a wrecking 

yard and a tourist camp during the Dust 

Bowl years. He recalls watching the 

Black Sunday storm drop down from 

the Caprock escarpment and roll toward 

his family's home on April14, 1935.
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MUSEUMS ACROSS THE PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ILLUMINATE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE DUST BOWL ERA, 

FROM THE TRACTORS THAT PLOWED UP THE NATIVE 
GRASSLANDS TO THE EARLY DAYS OF A FLEDGLING 

FOLK SINGER NAMED WOODY GUTHRIE.

"We couldn't believe it, just rolling 
in like a freight train," Gayle says. "Of 
course we had seen many a dust storm, 
but this was fearful, really. We went in 
the house together and that thing hit.  
We had one 40-watt bulb in the middle 
of the ceiling, and we had it on, but ev
erything just went black. Sitting across 
the table, I couldn't see you." 

That spectacular quality of the Dust 
Bowl continues to fire our memories 
and imaginations, reckons Andy Wilk

inson, artist in residence at the Texas 
Tech University Southwest Collec
tion in Lubbock. With fellow Lubbock 
musician Andy Hedges, Wilkinson 

released an album in 2012 called Min

ing the Motherlode, featuring songs and 
poems about the Dust Bowl, drought, 
and the depletion of the Ogallala Aqui

fer, today the main source of drinking 

and irrigation water for much of the 

southern High Plains.  SINCE THE D UST BOWL, 
the Panhandle has experi

enced severe droughts in the 

1950s and 2000s (2011 was 
Amarillo's driest year on record with 

only seven inches of rain-13 inches 

below average). But the effects of those 

droughts have been tempered by im
proved agricultural practices, govern

ment soil-conservation programs, and 

the expansion of irrigated farming made 

possible by the tapping of the Ogallala.  

"People look at the Dust Bowl as an 
aberration, because we've had worse 

droughts since and we haven't had the 
Dust Bowl reoccur," Wilkinson says.  

"The history of this place is that it's re

ally cyclical in terms of rainfall. But 
weather is one of those things-the mo

ment it's over, people forget it." 

In Lubbock, a visit to the National 

Ranching Heritage Center illuminates 
the living conditions of Panhandle
Plains residents during the Dust Bowl.  

The center's 16-acre park features about 

30 historic buildings that represent

regional ranching history, including a 

1903 "Box and Strip House." Many fam

ilies in the tree-scarce Panhandle Plains 

lived in such homes, which were nailed 

together with thin boards delivered by 

rail. The homes didn't have insulation, 
and cracks between the boards made the 

homes notoriously porous to the elements.  

"The only warm place in the winter 

was around the potbelly stove," says 

Emily Wilkinson (Andy's daughter), ed
ucation manager at the center. "In the 

winter, they'd have lines of snow on the 

bed where the snow blew in, and when 

it was dusty, they'd have lines of dust." 

Also at the National Ranching Her

itage Center, the historic Ropes Depot, 
stock pens, and cattle cars illustrate 

the railroad's role in the ranching in

dustry of the early 20th Century. The 

Santa Fe Railway originally opened the 

depot in 1918 to serve ranchers in the 

Ropesville area. During the Dust Bowl, 
some ranchers on the Panhandle Plains 

were forced to ship their cattle to mar

ket at reduced prices, or watch them 

perish from hunger on their parched, 

sand-covered pastures. Beef prices 

dropped with the market glut of cattle.  

A lesser-known aspect of the Dust 

Bowl era is on display in Ropesville, 

the train depot's original home about 

25 miles southwest of Lubbock. Located 

on the edge of a cotton field, the historic 

Ropesville Project community hall re

calls Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal 

program. The federal government es

tablished the Ropesville Project in 1936 

to provide farming families with land 

and housing for a fresh start. The fami

lies paid rent based on their annual yield.  

The Ropesville Project grew to 77 
farms on about 16,000 acres before Con

gress disbanded the program in 1943, at 

which time participating families had 

the opportunity to buy their farms from 

the government. In 1959, former resi

dents moved the old community hall 

from the countryside into the town of 

Ropesville. Inside the hall, you'll find

PHOTOS: (Clockwise from left) Arthur Rothstein/Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA/OWI

DUST BOWL BLUES 
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DUSTY TRAILS 

crannies of the Panhandle Plains during the 1930s, leaving 

a dusty trail of interesting sites to visit to learn about the 

era. Here are some additional places that help bring the 

Dust Bowl into focus: 

At the Amarillo Museum of Art, see an extensive collection of Farm 

Security Administration photos documenting the hardship of the drought 

and Great Depression. The iconic black-and-white photos, displayed 

in simple wooden frames, capture the daily lives of displaced farmers, 
migrant workers, ranchers, and children at play-sometimes desperate, 
sometimes resilient. The museum is exhibiting a selection of photos this 

December and January in the Pool Resource Library.  

In the northeast Texas Panhandle, the Museum of the Plains in Per

ryton recalls local history and industry, including the area's distinction as 

the nation's leading wheat producer in 1926. The bumper crop inspired the 

town's nickname-"the wheatheart of the nation." The museum's collection 

includes steam tractors, a feed binder, and a threshing machine that area 

wheat farmers used in the 1920s and 1930s. In the gift shop, visitors can 

purchase small vials of "Dust Bowl Dirt" ($1.99) that was collected during 

a renovation of the 1919 Norwood House, which is also on display.  

In Dalhart, the XIT Museum chronicles the history of Dallam and 

Hartley counties, including the founding of the famed XIT Ranch. When 

it comes to the Dust Bowl, the museum has historic photos showing clouds 

of dust rolling over the town and a "Dust Bowl Map" of the hardest-hit areas, 

including Dalhart. Upon request, visitors can page through the weather 

log of G.W. Dawson, a local doctor who recorded his drought and farming 

observations throughout the 1930s.
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an exhibit with photographs of the proj

ect and its residents, original commu

nity blueprints, historic newspaper clip

pings (including an account of Eleanor 

Roosevelt's visit), and recorded inter

views of former residents.  

Charles Shannon and his family 

moved to a new farm in the Ropesville 

Project in 1938, when he was eight years 

old. His father's crops included cotton, 

milo, and gooseneck maize.  

"My parents saw [the resettlement proj

ect] as an advantage, because they knew 

they would get a chance to buy the farm," 

says Shannon, now 83. "It was an opportu

nity that helped a lot of people. It had run

ning water-and I'd been carrying water." 

While the federal government sought 

solutions to the environmental and eco

nomic challenges of the Dust Bowl and 

Great Depression, the energy industry 

provided an economic buffer for some 

areas. In 1926, oil gave birth to the boom

town of Borger, whose history is recalled 

at the Hutchinson County Historical 

Museum. An exhibit called The Boom, 

The Bust & Ten Years of Dust chronicles 

the town's oil-boom frenzy, dust storms, 

and rough-and-tumble development.  

The museum displays the exhibit peri

odically, including this January.  

As an offshoot of Borger's oil indus

try, companies burned the natural gas 

byproduct to create carbon black, an in

gredient used in synthetic rubber tires.  

The production methods of the 1930s re

leased copious amounts of carbon black 

into the air, which compounded the in

tensity of dust storms, says Lynn Hop

kins, museum administrator.  

"They would put newborn babies in 

a bassinet, and they would have to keep 

wet sheets over them," she says. "Oth

erwise, the stuff was so strong that it 

would suffocate the babies." 

Indeed, "dust pneumonia"-charac

terized by an excess of dust in the lungs

was deadly for many young children of 

the Dust Bowl. The illness was so wide

spread that it prompted Woody Guthrie 

to write "Dust Pneumonia Blues," a song 

about a doctor warning his suffering pa

tient that he doesn't have long to live.  

Woody knew well the difficulty of 

life during the Dust Bowl because he

WOODY'S PAMPA 
The Woody Guthrie Folk Music 
Center is located in the same 

Pampa building where thefolk 
singer worked as a soda jerk.

experienced it as a resident of Pampa, 
where he moved in 1929 at age 17 and 
lived until 1936. The troubadour's time 

in the Panhandle is honored at Pam

pa's Woody Guthrie Folk Music Center, 
which occupies the same red-brick store

front that once housed Harris Drug Store, 
where Woody worked as a soda jerk.  

The center's walls are covered with 

Woody memorabilia and information 

about Pampa history. Visitors can also 
pick up a walking tour brochure and 

audio guide that focuses on Pampa of

Museums and historic sites across the 
Panhandle Plains exhibit a wealth of infor
mation on regional history. Here is contact 
information for sites mentioned in the story.  

Call ahead for hours.  

Rita Blanca National Grasslands.  

575/374-9652; www.fs.usda.gov/detail/ 
cibola/home/?cid=fsbdev3__065702.  

Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, 
Canyon. 806/651-2244; www.panhandle 

plains.org.  

National Ranching Heritage Center, 
Lubbock. 806/742-0498; www.nrhc.ttu.edu.  

Ropesville Resettlement Project commu
nity hall, Ropesville. Open by appointment.  

Call Jerry Beth Shannon at 806/562-4832.

the 1930s, including the still-open Coney 
Island Caf6, known for its chili and 

homemade pies. On Friday nights, the 
center hosts musicians for a jam session 

that always includes at least a couple 
of Woody songs.  

"Mainly we just try to keep the idea 

of Woody's legacy alive," says Michael 

Sinks, the center's board president.  

"This was where he kind of formed him

self. He read every book in the Pampa 
library. This is where he got the basis, 
I think, for what started his career as a 

songwriter and a man for the people." 
There's no doubt that Pampa and the 

Dust Bowl influenced Woody, just as the 

time period did everyone else who lived 

through it. Woody weathered the dust 

storms in a shotgun shack in Pampa, 
and later had this to sing about: 

"A dust storm hit, and ithit like thunder.  

It dusted us over, and it covered us under; 
blocked out the traffic and blocked out 

the sun, straight for home all the people 
did run.... So long, it's been good to know 

you. This dusty old dust is a getting my 
home. And I got to be drifting along." * 

TH Associate Editor Matt Joyce says tra

versing the Panhandle Plains renewed 
his appreciationfor the region' dramatic 

landscape and landmarks like grain silos 
and wind turbines.

Hutchinson County Historical Museum, 

Borger. 806/273-0130; www.hutchinson 
countymuseum.org.  

Woody Guthrie Folk Music Center, 
Pampa. Open by appointment. 806/664
0824. www.woodyguthriepampatx.com.  

Amarillo Museum of Art.  
806/371-5050; www.amarilloart.org.  

Museum of the Plains, Perryton.  

806/435-6400; www.museumofthe 

plains.com.  

XIT Museum, Dalhart. 806/244-5390; 
www.xitmuseum.com.
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THE BRISCOE 
WESTERN 

ART MUSEUM 
is at 210 W. Market 

St. in San Antonio.  
Open daily except 

Monday. Cost is $5 for 

visitors over age 12.  

Call 210/299-4499; 
www.briscoe 

museum.org.

F! 1
HE LATE, GREAT TEXAN DOLPH 
Briscoe Jr. loved his native land as much 

as anyone who gazed upon the storied 

walls of the Alamo, beheld the timeless 

passage of the Rio Grande, or strode both 

proud and humble beneath a vast Texas 

sky. Born in Uvalde in 1923 and raised 

on the 50,000-acre Chupadera Ranch, 
he served as governor of the state from 1973 to 1979.  

Governor Briscoe loved the land so much, in fact, that be
fore his death at age 87 in 2010 he owned a larger expanse of 
Texas-more than 600,000 acres-than any other individual.  

Wishing to help others experience and appreciate the history 

and cultures of Texas and the West, Briscoe joined a handful of 

like-minded folks in 2003 to plan a museum about the legend

ary territory. The product of their efforts-the Briscoe West

ern Art Museum-opened recently in downtown San Anto
nio. Mixing vintage and contemporary painting, photography, 
and sculpture with historic artifacts, the Briscoe offers an ex

perience as romantic and diverse as the West itself.  

"Governor Briscoe wanted the museum to be in San Antonio

THE ART OF TRAVEL 
The replica 
Wells Fargo & 
Co. Western Mail 

Stagecoach at 

the Briscoe West
ern Art Museum 

gives visitors 
a detailed look 
at the coach's 

components and 
decoration.
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because it's the most iconic of Western 

cities," says museum director Steven 

Karr. As befits the museum's name, the 
Briscoe is not a history museum, but an 

art museum, Karr emphasizes. And to 

demonstrate that both the reality and 
the myth of the West are with us yet, the 
Briscoe does not portray the story of the 

West in chronological order.  

Located between the River Walk and 

West Market Street,just blocks from the 

Alamo, the 700 artworks and artifacts 

in the Briscoe galleries are housed in 

an Art Deco building that first opened 

in 1930 as the public library and later 

served as the Hertzberg Circus Mu

seum. Adjoining the historic structure, 
which was restored as part of the Bris

coe's $32 million development, the new 

three-story Jack Guenther Pavilion 

hosts temporary exhibits and events.



The 1.25-acre Briscoe 
campus includes the 
restored 1930 San Antonio 
public library building 
that houses the museum, 
and the new Jack Guenther 
Pavilion and McNutt 
Courtyard & Sculpture 
Garden, which are leased 
for private events.  

The arched entrance on Market Street 

(the museum can also be entered from 

the River Walk) retains its original frieze 

depicting the Parthenon, the Acropolis, 

the Alamo, and other examples of world 

architecture. Inside, the handsome 

lobby features details that were uncov

ered during the restoration, such as a 

row of eight-inch silver medallions re

sembling buffalo and Indian-head nick
els that borders the wall at the ceiling.  

"Change is the watchword of the West," 

explains the signage for the 13-foot-tall, 

one-ton bronze sculpture Visions of 

Change in the museum lobby. Arizona

based artist John Coleman sculpted the 

piece in 2012. Shaped roughly like an 

upside down "V," the sculpture depicts 

a Native American standing above a 

cascading stream of bison. On the other 

side, a cowman stands over a descending 

herd of Longhorns.  

Beyond the lobby, a replica of a nine

passenger Wells Fargo stagecoach looks 

ready to hitch up the mules for the 1,500

mile trek of "The Jackass Mail," a mid

1800s stagecoach route between San An

tonio and San Diego. Nearby, photogra

vure prints by Edward S. Curtis hang 

beneath the modernist mural Wild Hors

es:A Set of Four Panels by Millard Sheets.  

Also on the first floor, the Ruth McLean 

Bowman Bowers Gallery highlights the 

legacy of women in the West with arti

facts such as a 19th-Century serape from 

Saltillo, Mexico, and an Apache basket 

woven from willow and devil's claw.  

Stairs covered with buffalo hide lead 

to the second floor mezzanine, where 

artworks like the 2010 painting Eagle

Dancer Potawatomi by Z.S. Liang high
light the enduring and universal appeal 

of the West. Born in China in 1953, Liang 

came to the states to further his educa

tion in 1982, and American Indians be

came the primary subject of his life's 

work. Other artists represented on the 

mezzanine include Alan Houser, the first 

modernist American Indian sculptor.  

The third floor presents four galler

ies with linked themes-Movement, 

Work, Conflict, and Opportunity. In the 

Movement Gallery, snakes and devils 

slither through braided silver and tooled 

leather on Pancho Villa's last known 

saddle. It's said that General John J. Per

shing inspired the saddle-makers when 

he allegedly called Villa a devil and a 
snake after Villa's 1916 raid on Colum

bus, New Mexico. Nearby, the museum 

displays dozens of modern and antique 

spurs in a plexiglass case, like a school 

of fish, their frozen choreography slyly 

suggesting the notion of movement.  

In the Work Gallery, a 1910 John 

Deere chuck wagon evokes cowboys, 

ranching, and trail drives. An early

1900s banjo stamped C.V.D. King Ranch 

hints at entertainment on the ranch and 

range. Western art titan Frederic Rem

ington portrays another frontier occu

pation with his painting Argument with 

the Town Marshall, which appeared in 

Collier's magazine in 1905. Two unti

tled paintings by Guadalupe Morales, 

one from 1890 and one circa 1920, depict 
vaqueros working with steers, revealing 

the Spanish and Mexican origins of the 

American cowboy.  

A large, interactive diorama of the 

Alamo takes command in the Conflict 

Gallery, augmented by a 1700s Mexican 

siege cannon used in the battle and a piece 

of lead shot excavated from the Alamo 

grounds. The 1974 bronze sculpture And 

Finally Crockett Fell, by Fritz White, en

livens one of the most debated deaths in 

Texas history. Spurring reflection on the 

long, tortured path of war, these words 

from Walt Whitman appear on the gal

lery walls: "What is any Nation, after 

all-and what is any human being?" 

The fourth theme, Opportunity, is

Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
Make Memories... Save Animals 

" Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
" Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
- Creation Evidence Museum 
" Dinosaur Valley State Park 
- Dinosaur World 
" Historic Courthouse Square 
" Land of the Dinosaurs 
" Oakdale & Big Rocks Parks 
" The Promise 

And Much More!! 

Glen Rose, Texas

Come TeasupeBUNTIv.  

your hunt starts just north of Dallas in our Y historic downtown's quaint shops, boutiques, 
antique stores, and art galleries. Discover unique 
works of art, books, clothing, furniture, or vintage 
treasures. Enjoy a meal, snack on cupcakes, sip 
Texas wines, or warm up with a hot cup of coffee.  

Y 
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Bandera...  
COWBOY!

COWBOY 
CAPITAL 

OF THE 
WORLD 

BanderaCowboyCapital.com

PPA'

t he 

of possi bities.  

The South Texas Gulf Coast 
port landtx .com

represented by artifacts such as a Span

ish colonial sanctification bell used at 

San Jose Mission in San Antonio in the 

1700s, and a 1901 Oklahoma land grant 
document issued to the great Comanche 

chief Quanah Parker. But the exhibit 

also reminds us that not all opportuni

ties in the West were wisely pursued 

with its inclusion of a map of the failed 

1840s Texan invasion of Santa Fe.  

A fifth gallery on the third floor ex

hibits art and artifacts on loan from 

South Texas ranchers and collectors 

Enrique and Lydia Guerra. In a video 

clip, 84-year-old Enrique chronicles his 

ancestors' journey to New Spain, where 

the Guerras received land grants on 

both sides of the Rio Grande in 1748. The 

room's treasures include a gorgeous 1858 

rosewood guitar, inlaid with a mother

of-pearl and carved ivory dedication to 

Benito Juarez, as well as a Comanchero 

jacket decorated with glass beads. Co

mancheros were New Mexico territory 

traders who conducted business with Co

manches and other Plains tribes, often 

trading with livestock they stole from 

frontier Texas and northern Mexico.  

The Guerra Gallery also features an 

1852 gold-handled sword presented to 

Mexican President Santa Anna, and 

several distinctive saddles. An 1840s 

Texas saddle sports a goat-hair caboose,

y Inthe Movement 
um Gallery, snakes 

and devils slither 
through braid

lK edsilver and 
tooled leather on 

rPancho Villa's last 
known saddle.  

while the silver pommel of a Guerra 

family saddle has a Mexican eagle on 

one side and an American eagle on the 

other. Silk embroidery adorns a rare 

Spanish viceroy's saddle from the 17th 

Century. Its stirrups could be used as 

weapons, and bells on the saddle made 

it jingle. The museum also exhibits a 

1975 painting of the Guerra ranch by 

Melvin Warren, said to have been Gov

ernor Briscoe's favorite artist.  

"This is a great time to be alive and 

an even greater time to enjoy the priv

ilege of being a Texan," Briscoe wrote 

in his 2008 autobiography, Dolph Bris

coe-My Life in Texas Ranching and Pol
itics. He encouraged young Texans and 

Westerners to learn about the past and 

their forebears' lives and traditions.  

"You can truly say that we have a great 

history and heritage, as unique as it is," 

Briscoe concluded, "but I also firmly 

and unequivocally believe that the best 

is yet to come." 

In the San Antonio museum that 

bears his name, the governor surely 

would savor that promise of the best

the best of the West. * 

FIND MORE ONLINE 
ww More photos online at 

www.texashighways.com/true.
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with activities s 
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SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS> Laredo 

Menudo Mania 
Curious about menudo? Try all types of the spicy beef-tripe stew at the 
Laredo Crime Stoppers Menudo Bowl on January 18. About 55 teams will 
compete in the 19th annual cook-off. Held at the Laredo International 
Fair & Exposition grounds, the event also features live music, a ranch ro
deo, motorcycle run, wrestling, a trail ride, and vendors. Call 956/724-1876;
www.laredocrimestoppers.org.

ST > Beaumont 

xas is practically synonymous with the oil 
he industry was very new in 1901, when 
the Spindletop oilfield near Beaumont and 
roleum age. The Spindletop-Gladys City 
seum at Lamar University in Beaumont 
e early days January 11 with its Drillers Re
memoration of the 113th anniversary of the 
indletop oil. The re-created Lucas Gusher 
r, and reenactors will recall boomtown life 
uch as a temperance tearoom, land survey
es, and a "driller's lunch" of brisket, beans, 
Call 409/880-1750; www.spindletop.org.

PRAIRIES AND LAKES> Garland 

Remembering Dr. King 
Honor the legacy and spirit of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on January 
18 as the Garland Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People hosts its 25th annual MLK Parade and March, followed by a 
MLK Commemorative Program at Granville Arts Center. On January 19, catch 
the MLK Youth Extravaganza, showcasing praise dance, step routines, and 
military-style drills. Call 972/381-5044, www.garlandtxnaacp.org.

GULF COAST > Houston 

Cosmic Lunch 
On Fridays, shuttle to Space Center Houston for a planetary power lunch
"Lunch With an Astronaut." A limited number of tickets are sold on a first
come basis for the weekly event at the Space Center Club, which features e 
discussions and a photo opportunity with a retired NASA astronaut, as well 
as an autographed biography card. Call 281/244-2100, www.spacecenter.org.  
PHOTOS: (from top) courtesy Texas Energy Museum; courtesy of Laredo Crime Stoppers; Walter Albertin/Library of Congress, 
Prints & Photographs Division, NYWT&S Collection, LC-USZ62-i22985; courtesy Space Center Houston.

BIG BEND 
COUNTRY 

EL PASO: El Paso Puzzler 
Endurance Weekend 
January 18-19.  
www.visitelpaso.com 
FORT STOCKTON: 
Pecos County Livestock Show 
January 10-11.432/336-2541 

MONAHANS: Resolution 
Run January 4. www.  
monahans.org 432/943-2187 

MONAHANS: Ward County 
Livestock Show January 20
24.432/943-4112 

ODESSA: Odessa-Sandhills 
Stock Show and Rodeo 
January 3-11. www.sandhills 
stockshowandrodeo.com 
432/366-3951 

ODESSA: O'Reilly West 
Texas Arenacross and 
Extreme Freestyle Champion
ships January 17-18.  
www.mapmotorsports.com 
417/887-9400 

VAN HORN: Culberson 
County Stock Show 
January 18. 432/283-8440 

GULF COAST 

ARANSAS PASS: Texas 
Winter Market January 11-12.  
www.texasmarketguide.com 
888/225-3427 

BERCLAIR: Berclair 
Mansion Tours January 26.  
800/248-3859 

BROWNSVILLE: 
Holiday Village January 1.  
www.holidayvillage.cob.us 
956/546-2646 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Winter 
Finch/Sparrow Identification 
Class January 20,25.  
www.stxbot.org

DEER PARK: Market Days 
January 18. www.deerparktx.  
gov/recreation 281/478-2050 

EDNA: Brackenridge 
Winter Carnival and 
Snow Day January 18.  
www.brackenridgepark.com 
361/782-5456 
GALVESTON: Festival 
of Lights January 1-4.  
www.moodygardens.com 
800/582-4673 
GALVESTON: Yaga's 
Chili Quest and Beer Fest 
January 17-18. www.yagas 
chiliquest.com 409/770-0999 

HOUSTON: American 
Adversaries: West and 
Copley in a Transatlantic 
World January 1-5.  
www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: Words and 
Things: Buddhist Texts 
and Ritual Objects from 
Japan January 1-12.  
www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: SPRAWL 
January 1-19. www.craft 
houston.org 713/529-4848 

HOUSTON:Antonio 
Berni: Juanito and Ramona 
January 1-February 2.  
www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: Houston 
Cat Club Charity Cat Show 
January 4-5.  
www.houstoncatclub.com 
713/688-9007 

HOUSTON: The Age of 
Impressionism: French 
Paintings of the Sterling 
and Francine Clark Art 
Institute January 1
March 23. www.mfah.org
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HOUSTON: Basket 
Bonanza! January 23-26.  
www.texasbasketweavers.  
com 832/233-8859 

LAKE JACKSON: Abner 
Jackson Plantation Site 
Tours January 4. www.  
lakejacksonmuseum.org 
979/297-1570 

LAKE JACKSON: 
Bird Banding January 18.  
www.gcbo.org 
979/480-0999 

ORANGE: Tales and 
Travels January 1-11.  
www.starkmuseum.org 

PALACIOS: Winter Texans 
Chili Dinner January 21.  
www.palacioschamber.com 
361/972-2615 

PASADENA: Third Sundays 
in Nature January 19.  
www.abnc.org 

PEARLAND:Winterfest 
January 25. www.pearland 
parks.com/winterfest.html 
281/412-8906 

PORT ARANSAS: Port 
Aransas Garden Club Tour 
of Homes January 25. www.  
portaransasgardenclub.org 

PORT ARTHUR: Krewe of 
Neptune 12th Night Mardi 
Gras Party January 11.  
409/962-9860 

PORT ARTHUR: 
MLK Brunch January 20.  
409/722-5314 

PORTLAND: Sunset 
Challenge Run/Walk 
January 4. www.portlandtx.  
org 361/643-2475 
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: 
SPI Market Days January 10
12. 956/554.9899 

VICTORIA: Eye to Eye: 
Regional Portraits of 
Pioneers, Founders, 
Leaders, Citizens, Movers 
and Shakers January 9
February 23.  
www.navemuseum.com 
361/575-8227 

HILL COUNTRY 

AUSTIN: How to Prepare 
a Possum: 19th-Century 
Cuisine in Austin January 1
5. www.austinhistorycenter.  
org 512/974-7480 

AUSTIN: Imperial 
Augsburg: Renaissance 
Prints and Drawings, 
1475-1540 January 1-5.  
www.blantonmuseum.org 

AUSTIN: Radical 
Transformation: Magnum 
Photos into the Digita/ Age 
January 1-5.  
ww.hrc.utexas.edu 

AUSTIN: The Nearest Air: 
A Survey of Works by 
Waltercio Caldas 
January 1-12.  
www.blantonmuseum.org 
512/471-7324

AUSTIN: Angie Renfro 
Exhibit January 4-25.  
www.wallyworkmangallery.  
com 512/472-7428 

AUSTIN: 3M Half 
Marathon January 19.  
www.3mhalfmarathon.com 
512/984-7223 

AUSTIN: Martin Luther 
King March and Festival 
January 21.  
www.mlkcelebration.com 

AUSTIN: Tree Talk 
Winter Walk January 25.  
www.wildflower.org/events 
512/232-0100 

BANDERA: Cowgirl Round
up and Show-deo January 1.  
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ 
state-parks/hill-country 
830/796-4413 

BANDERA: Cowboy 
Capital Opry January 7.  
www.silversagecorral.org 
830/796-4969 

BANDERA: Wild Game 
Dinner January 25.  
830/796-3091 

BROWNWOOD: Brown 
County Youth Fair January 
8-11. www.browncounty 
fairandrodeo.com 
325/646-6365 
DRIPPING SPRINGS: 
Hays County Livestock Show 
January 17. www.hayscounty 
livestockshow.com 
512/393-2120 
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Black-Eyed Pea and 
Cornbread Cook-Off 
January 1. www.texashill 
countrywine.com 
830/644-2829 
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Eisbahn January 1-5.  
www.skateinfred.com 
830/997-6597 

FREDERICKSBURG: 
First Friday Art Walk 
January 3. www.ffawf.com 
830/997-6523 
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Trade Days January 17-19.  
www.fbgtradedays.com 
830/990-4900 

FREDERICKSBURG: 
Hill Country Artifact Show 
January 25. www.hillcountry 
artifacts.com 830/626-5561 

GRUENE: Hair of the Dog 
Day January 1. www.gruene 
hallcom 830/629-5077 

KERRVILLE: Kerrville 
Art Club Show and Sale 
January 1-5.  
www.kacckerrville.com 
830/895-2911 

KERRVILLE: Collectibles 
Sale January 9-February 2.  
www.kacckerrville.com 
830/895-2911 

KINGSLAND: Winter 
Texan Dinner January 14.  
www.kingslandchamber.org 
325/388-6211

LLANO: Western Trappings 
on The Llano January 1-4.  
www.llanomuseum.org 

LLANO: Citywide 
Garage Sale January 18.  
325/247-5354 
LUCKENBACH: 
Luckenbach Blues Festival 
January 25.  
www.luckenbachtexas.  
com 830/997-3224 
NEW BRAUNFELS: 
Brothers Grimm 
Kindermarchen/Fairy Tales 
Exhibit January 1-May 15.  
www.sophienburg.com 
830/629-1572 

NEW BRAUNFELS: 
New Braunfels Antique Show 
January 10-12. www.  
heritageeventcompany.com 
918/619-2875 

SAN MARCOS: The 
Writer's Road: Selections 
from the Sam Shepard Papers 
January 1-February 14.  
www.thewittliffcollections.  
txstate.edu 512/245-2313 

PANHANDLE 
PLAINS 

ABILENE: Exotica 
January 1-18. www.thegrace 
museum.org 325/673-4587 

ABILENE: Dancing with 
the Abilene Stars January 9.  
325/692-0112 

AMARILLO: Lost Egypt: 
Ancient Secrets, Modern 
Science January 1-5. www.  
dhdc.org 806/355-9547 

AMARILLO: First Friday 
Art Walk January 3.  
www.amarilloartists.com 
806/353-5700 

CANYON: United States 
Military Uniforms from 
the Permanent Collection 
January 1-26.  
www.panhandleplains.org 
806/651-2244 

CANYON: Wild and Wacky 
Weather on the Panhandle 
Plains January 1-31.  
www.panhandleplains.org 
806/651-2244 

SAN ANGELO: Family Day 
January 11. www.samfa.org 
325/653-3333 

SAN ANGELO: Art Walk 
January 16. www.downtown 
sanangelo.com/artwalk.html 
325/653-3333 

PINEY WOODS 

CROCKETT: Sinbad 
January 25. www.pwfaa.org 
936/544-4276 

GILMER: Chili Cook-Off 
January18. www.gilmer 
areachambercom 
903/843-2413 

JEFFERSON: Quilts on 
the Bayou January 24-26.  
www.jeffersonquiltshow.com

LIBERTY: Liberty Opry 
January 4,11,18, 25.  
www.libertyopry.com 
936/336-5830 

NACOGDOCHES: 
Signers of the Texas 
Declaration of Independence 
Exhibit January 1-6.  
www.visitnacogdoches.org 
888/653-3788 
THE WOODLANDS: 
Winter Wonderland and 
the Woodlands Ice Rink 
January 1-20. www.holiday 
inthewoodlands.com 
877/963-2447 

TYLER: Celebration of Life 
and Death: Selections from 
the Boeckman Collection 
of Mexican Folk Art 
January 1-19.  
www.tylermuseum.org 
903/595-1001 

TYLER: Illuminating 
Nature: Recent Paintings 
and Works on Paper by Billy 
Hassell January 1-March 23.  
www.tylermuseum.org 
903/595-1001 

TYLER: Rose City Kiwanis 
Antique Show and Sale 
January 24-25.  
www.tylerkiwanis.org 

PRAIRIES 
AND LAKES 

ARLINGTON: Cotton 
Bowl Classic January 3.  

wwattcottonbowl corn 
888/792-2695 

ATHENS: Fly-Fishing for 
Beginners January 4,18, 25.  
903/670-2222 

ATHENS: Bird and 
Nature Walk January 11.  
www.athenstx.org 
903/676-2277 

BELLVILLE: Spring Creek 
Bluegrass Club Show and 
Jam January 25.  
www.springcreekbluegrass.  
com 979/865-5250 

BRENHAM: Uptown Swirl 
January 18. www.brenham 
uptownswirl.com 
888/273-6426 

CANTON: First Monday 
Trade Days January 2-5, 
30-February 2.  
www.visitcantontx.com 
877/462-7467 
COLLEGE STATION: 
College Station: A 
Community History 
January 1-4.  
www.cstx.gov/heritage 
979/764-3491 
CUERO: Christmas in 
the Park Lighted Driving 
Tour January 1.  
www.christmasincuero.com 
361/275-8178 

DALLAS: Heart of 
Dallas Bowl January 1.  

[continued on page 62 n
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Reader Service Guide 
to Advertisers 

For information from our advertisers, 
use the forms in this issue, or go to 

www.texashighways.com.  

(Reader service numbers are in bold.) 

1. Amarillo Convention & Visitors 

Council, pg. 17 

2. Andrews Chamber of Commerce and 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 15 

3. City of Athens, pg. 23 

4. Bandera County Convention & Visitors 

Bureau, pg. 58 

5. Brenham/Washington County, pg. 19 

6. Brownsville Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, pg. 29 

7. Denison Chamber of Commerce, pg. 57 

8. Glen Rose Convention & Visitors 

Bureau, pg. 57 

9. City of Hidalgo, pg. 25 

10. Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 19 

11. Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce, 

pg. 23 

12. Portland, Texas, pg. 58 

13. South Padre Island Convention 

& Visitors Bureau, pg. 13 

14. Stark Cultural Venues, pg. 20 

15. Texas Hill Country Trail, pg.1 

16. City of Woodcreek, pg. 29
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From Our Advertisers 

ONLINE: 

Go to www.texashighways.com 

and select Advertising Information 

from the red navigation bar 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on the 

Reader Service Guide to Advertisers., 

Circle the corresponding numbers on 

the postage-paid card at right and 

mail today.  

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free 

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.

TEXAS 
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www.texashighways.com 
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2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 

3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 

4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 

5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 

6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please print 

Name 

Address 

City 

Card expires 7/1/14

State

FREE 
Advertising 
Information 

140101

Zip

TEXAS 
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www.texashighways.com 
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4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 

5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 

6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 

Please printFREE 

Name FRE 
Advertising 

Address Addrss -Information 
City State Zip 

Card expires 7/1/14 140101 

It's easy to order 
from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

ONIE:I www.texashighways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

BY PHONE: 1-800-839-4997(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central " Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central * Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

BYIL: Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways 

PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558 JAN14TH
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COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER 
Name 

Street Address 

City State Zip 

Daytime Phone Number ( ) 

(in case we have questions regarding your order)

L Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 
Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard 

L Discover Q American Express 

Card number

Expiration date

Signature
Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8558 

JAN14TH

N 
N 
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Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 
Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 

SUBTOTAL 

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  
TOTAL

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 
$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99.......$18.95 
$200.00 + ................ $21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. - For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside 
the continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to 
your subtotal.
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41"Q 

F

II"I|IIII||IIIIlIhII 'I |Ill11 b1111 i11 h1i11i11bi'11'1111



Now available in the 

Texas Highways 
Gift Collection!
Texas Star Handbag Hanger 
She can keep her purse off the floor and securely in 
sight. Sturdy handbag hanger with Texas Star design 
opens to hang her purse from the table top and 
magnetically closes to 1%1!-inch diameter for easy 

storage. 1.6-ounces. (Purse not included.) 

Item 37724......$14.95 

Texas Flag Prints 
Framed 

The perfect art for any Texas enthusi

ast, these framed prints display 
five Texas flags through history.  

Matted and framed, 13 x 27 inches.  

Item 32209......$79.95

Order by phone: 
800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

BY MAIL: Use the ORDER FORM 
inside this issue. Send completed form, 
along with payment to: Texas Highways, 
PO Box 8558, Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558

item S6 ... 4 y7 
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( continued from page 60] 

www.theheartofdallas.org 
214/774-1370 

DALLAS: Lone Star Circus' 
Charivari January 1-5.  
www.dct.org 

DALLAS: The Trains at 
Northpark January 1-5.  
www.rmhdallas.org 
214/631-7354 

DALLAS: Jim Hodges: 
Give More Than You Take 
January 1-12. www.dma.org 
214/922-1200 

DALLAS: Return to Earth: 
Ceramic Sculpture of 
Fontana, Melotti, Miro, 
Noguchi and Picasso 
January 1-19. www.nasher 
sculpturecenter.org 

DALLAS: Infinity of 
Colors January 1-24.  
www.dallasculture.org 
214/670-8749 

DALLAS: The Mechanical 
Soul January 1-24.  
www.dallasculture.org 
214/670-8749 

DALLAS: Hopper Drawing 
January 1-February 16.  
www.dma.org 
214/922-1200 

DALLAS: Nasher XChange 
Citywide Sculpture 
Exhibition January 
1-February 16. www.nasher 
sculpturecenter.org 

DALLAS: Animal Inside 
Out: A Body Worlds 
Production January 1
February 17.  
www.perotmuseum.org 
214/428-5555 

DALLAS: Dallas Safari 
Club Convention and Expo 
January 9-12.  
www.biggame.org 

DALLAS: Roundtable 
Writer's Breakfast: Historical 
Significance of a Bloody 
Sunday January 11.  
www.tbaal.org 
214/743-2443 

ELGIN: MLK Walk for Peace 
January 20. www.elgintx.com 
512/281-5724 

FAIRFIELD: Market Days 
January 25-26. www.fairfield 
texascom 903/389-2633 

FORT WORTH: Color! 
American Photography 
Transformed January 1-5.  
www.cartermuseum.org 

FORT WORTH: Mexico: 
Inside Out January 1-5.  
www.themodern.org 
817/738-9215 

FORT WORTH: Gift of 
Lights at Texas Motor 
Speedway January 1-5.  
www.giftoflightstms.com 
800/788-9627 ext. 200 
FORT WORTH: Hotel 
Texas: An Art Exhibition for 
the President and Mrs. John

F Kennedy January 1-12.  
www.cartermuseum.org 

FORT WORTH: June 
Wayne: The Tamarind 
Decade January 1-19.  
www.cartermuseum.org 

FORT WORTH: The Age 
of Picasso and Matisse: 
Modern Masters from the 
Art Institute of Chicago 
January 1-February 16.  
www.kimbellart.org 
817/332-8451 

FORT WORTH: John 
Albok's Neighborhood 
January 1-February 23.  
www.cartermuseum.org 

FORT WORTH: Hombre! 
Prints by Jose Guadalupe 
Posada January 1-March16.  
www.cartermuseum.org 

FORT WORTH: Texas 
Regionalism January 1-April 
20. www.cartermuseum.org 

FORT WORTH: Fort Worth 
Stock Show and Rodeo 
January 17-February 8.  
www.fwssr.com 
817/877-2420 

FRISCO: Christmas in 
the Square January 1-5.  
www.friscosquare.com/cits 
972/668-3065 

FRISCO: NCAA Division I 
Football Championship 
Series January 4.  
www.ncaa.com 
972/422-9500 

GRANBURY: First Friday 
at Barking Rocks Winery 
January 3.  
www.granburytx.com 
817/579-0007 

GRAPEVINE: ICE! and 
Lone Star Christmas 
January 1-4. www.gaylord 
texan.com 817/410-3185 

GRAPEVINE: Light Show 
Spectacular January 1-5.  
www.grapevinetexasusa.com 
817/410-3185 

GRAPEVINE: Butchering 
and Curing Demonstration 
January 18-19. www.nash 
farm.org 817/410-3185 

IRVING: Texas Home and 
Garden Show January 10-12.  
www.texashomeandgarden.  
com 972/252-7476 

LEWISVILLE: Taekwondo 
America National 
Tournament January 16-19.  
www.taekwondoamerica.org 

LULING: Lighted Yule Trail 
January 1. www.lulingmain 
street.org 830/875-3214 

McKINNEY: Dinosaurs 
Live! January 1-February 2.  
www.heardmuseum.org 
972/562-5566 

McKINNEY: Second 
Saturday on the Downtown 
Square January 11. www.  
downtownmckinney.com 
972/547-2660

McKINNEY: Third Monday 
Trade Days January 17-19.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MESQUITE: Line Drives 
andLipstick: The Untold 
Story of Women's Baseball 
January 1-7. www.mesquite 
artscenter.org 972/216-6444 

MESQUITE: Texas 
Tackle and Hunting Show 
January 10-12. www.texas 
tackleandhuntingshow.com 
918/343-4868 

MESQUITE: Florence 
Ranch Homestead Tours 
January 11. www.historic 
mesquite.org 972/613-7547 

MESQUITE: Opal Lawrence 
Historical Park Tour 
January 25. www.historic 
mesquite.org 972/216-6468 

PLANO: Dallas-Area Model 
Train Show January 18-19.  
www.dfwtrainshows.com 
214/681-3854 
SHERMAN: Second 
Saturday Nature Program 
January 11. www.friendsof 
hagerman.com 903/786-2826 

SHERMAN: Authorfest 
January 23. www.ci.sherman.  
tx.us 903/892-7240 

TEMPLE: Second Saturday 
Program January 11.  
www.czechmuseum.org 
254/899-2935 

THE COLONY: The Colony 
Christmas Spectacular 
January 1-4. www.visitthe 
colonytx.com 972/625-1106 

THE COLONY: Polar 
Open Disc Golf Tournament 
January 25. www.visitthe 
colonytx.com/events 
972/625-1106 

WACO: In Company with 
Angels January 1-18.  
www.historicwaco.org/angels 
254/753-5166 

WACO: Texas Circuit 
Finals Rodeo January 2-4.  
254/640-0718

WAXAHACHIE: 
Martin Luther King Day 
Parade January 20.  
www.waxahachie.com 
972/937-7330 

SOUTH TEXAS 
PLAINS 

EAGLE PASS: Maverick 
County Junior Livestock 
Show January 21-25.  
830/513-0398 

GOLIAD: Los Pastores 
January 4.361/645-3405 

GOLIAD: Market Day 
January 11. www.goliadcc.org 
361/645-3563 

SAN ANTONIO: Lethal 
Beauty: Samurai Weapons 
and Armor January 1-5.  
www.samuseum.org 
210/978-8100 

SAN ANTONIO: Onstage! 
Costume Design and the 
Theatre January 1-5.  
210/824-5368 
SAN ANTONIO: 
Artmatters 15: Rosalyn 
Schwartz January 1-19.  
www.mcnayart.org 
210/824-5368 

SAN ANTONIO: CUT! 
Costume and the Cinema 
January 1-19. www.mcnayart.  
org 210/824-5368 

SAN ANTONIO: CSI: 
The Experience January 1
26. www.wittemuseum.org 
210/357-1910 

SAN ANTONIO: 
U.S. Army All-American 
Bowl January 4. www.us 
armyallamericanbowl.com 

SAN ANTONIO: Martin 
Luther King Jr. March and 
Rally January 20.  
www.sanantonio.gov/mlk 

WESLACO: Alfresco 
Weslaco January 16. www.  
weslaco.com 956/969-0838

WANT MORE? 
GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT 
www~texashighwayscom.  
FOR A FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways 
Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714
9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or 
Canada, between 8-6 Central.  

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/452
9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center, where a 
professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, ad
vise you of highway conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommoda
tions guide, and quarterly Texas Highways Events Calendar).  

TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION: www.  
texashighways.com and go to Events, Submit Event Listing; 
email: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways Events 
Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Listing deadlines: 
Spring (Mar, Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; 
Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep. 1.

TRAVEL 

Mixing it Up 
, continued from page 26] bring together the 
state's craft-cocktail innovators.  

David, whose The Tipsy Texan cock
tail book came out in 2013, runs his own 
mixology workshop at SACC and knows 
full-well that home bartenders can be 

just as passionate as the professionals.  
In fact, nearly every aspect of SACC is 

open to the public, including hands-on 
tutorials for individuals who don't know 

the difference between a shot glass and a 

jigger. Attendees can learn about drink 

categories (like tiki cocktails) and bar
tender trends (like the difference be

tweenusingbig andlittle ice in cocktails), 
while rubbing elbows with local, nation

al, and international spirits producers.  

Some of the most well-attended clas

ses are the numerous seminars cover

ing the intersection of alcohol culture 

and history, such as Manhattan bar

tender Theo Lieberman's seminar on 

the history of hotel bars. Hal Brock, a 
former bartender at Houston's Anvil 

Bar & Refuge, told me, "It was utterly 
fascinating learning how craft cock

tails evolved in the bars of great New 

York and European hotels." 

If nothing else, SACC is inspiring
even for those novices who are unsure 

whether to shake or stir their martinis.  

At the end of last year's festivities, for 
instance, I met a couple of conference

goers, Diana Lechuga from Corpus 
Christi and Rose Mendoza from San 

Antonio, who were not connected to the 

industry. When I asked what brought 
them to SACC, Rose-with obvious 

enthusiasm-replied, "We're having a 

girls' weekend, and this is one of San 

Antonio's new up-and-coming events." 

Diana added that she thought the in

teractive 'Mixology 101' class was "par
ticularly excellent" for home bartend

ers like herself. "It opened my eyes to 

fruits and vegetables and other options 

for home bartenders. Now, we're think

ing about hosting our own 'Mixology 

101' evening for our friends," she told 

me. "And I'm definitely saving the dates 

for next year's conference." 

As it turns out, so am I. *
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To History and Back in Nac 
Texas history runs deep, so to be the "oldest" anything in the state is a 
rather special feat. This notion is what inspired me to travel deep into the 
heart of the Piney Woods to the town of Nacogdoches, curious to see what 
adventure I could find in the "oldest town in Texas."

I immediately found more 

than just stale history on the campus of 

Stephen F. Austin State University, named 

fo- the "Father of Texas," who visited Nac

ogdoches periodically. I was so impressed 

with the towering pines and friendly "Lum

berjack" students that it wasn't long before 

I r pped off my sleeves, grabbed a flappy 

hat, and started chanting 'Axe 'em, Jacks" 

at the top of my lungs.  

While on campus, I visited 

the Stone Fort Museum, a replica of Na

ccgdoches founder Antonio Gil Y'Barbo's 

stone house, which functioned as everything 

from a trading post to a jail to a saloon along 

the El Camino Real trade route. Today, it's 

a reminder of the town's rugged roots and 

humble beginning.  

I headed to the Nacog
doches Visitor Center and learned how 

Y'Barbo, a Spaniard, established Nacogdo

ches in 1779 as the first real pueblo (town) in

Texas. I was surprised to learn about the nine 

flags that have flown over Nacogdoches, 
as opposed to the traditional six flags of Tex

as. While downtown, I walked the red-brick 

streets and grabbed a cup of coffee and a 

muffin from the Old Towne General Store.  

I found historic treasures 

all over town, including the remnants of an

cient burial mounds on Mound St., the Old 

University Building dating to 1859, and the 

immaculate works of master architect Died

rich Rulfs. I then toured the Sterne-Hoya 

House Museum and Library, a dogtrot 

house built in the 1830s by German immi

grant Adolphus Sterne, a financier of the 

Texas Revolution. In the early days of Texas, a 

number of notables passed through Nacog

cdoches, and many stayed in this home, includ

ing Davy Crockett on his way to the Alamo, 
and Sam Houston, who was baptized here.  

I was ready to partake 

in some old-fashioned eatin' and headed to

CC's Smokehouse. This steak and barbecue 

joint was packed with everyone from lawyers 

to oil-field workers and even the local po

lice force. I ordered a 20-ounce 
CHET GARNER "Cowboy Steak" cut thinner than 
is the host of a pancake and cooked to perfec

The Daytripper* tion on the flat-top grill. The de

travel show on licious final product covered my 
PBS; www.the entire cafeteria tray.  

daytripper.com.
Ready for some 

hands-on history, I drove to Millard's Cross

ing Historic Village, which allows visitors to 

partake in demonstrations of everyday pio

neer life. I shelled some corn, scrubbed some 

laundry, and even tried writing with a quilled 

pen. It was a blast, but made me extra-thank

ful for modern technology.  

Experiencing pioneer life 

was fun, but Nacogdoches' modern op

tions for entertainment are much more thrill
ing, especially at Zip Nac, which features 

six high-flying zip lines. Each line had me 

screaming, both in speed and sound, as 

I flew 50 feet above the forest floor. As 

beautiful as the trees are from the ground, 
they're even more beautiful at canopy level.  

Ready to cap off the day, 

I headed to Hotel Fredonia, which was built 

by the community in 1955 and retains its 

vintage character. One step into the lobby, 

and I could hear Frank Sinatra and Dean 

Martin singing in my ear. I found a table at 

J. McKinney's Restaurant, overlooking 

the hotel pool, and then settled in behind 

a plate of 'Jack's Shrimp and Grits" with 

spicy grilled shrimp atop a delectable pile 

of cheddar-jalapeo grits.  

Nacogdoches may harbor more than 200 

years of history; however, it's anything but 

outdated. And it doesn't matter if you visit 

its youthful Lumberjacks or historic pioneers, 

you're guaranteed rich experiences in Texas' 

"oldest" town. So, whether you follow my 

footsteps or forge your own path, I hope 

to see you on the road. * 

Contact the Nacogdoches Conven
tion & Visitors Bureau at 888/653
3788; www.visitnacogdoches.org.
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Trse Matters 

THE LIGHTER SIDE OF TRAVELING 

Pop Out and About 
FOSSIL RIM'S RESTORATIVE CALL OF THE WILD 

text by Barbara Rodriguez illustration by Michael Witte

FTER HE TURNED 80, IT WAS 
difficult to get my Pop to leave the 

house. I found it hard to accept this 

sea change in the man who had 

been my travel mentor. But Pop's 

joie de vivre had been stolen by de

mentia. I longed to awaken his 

spirit of discovery, and allow my 

young son to see his grandfather as the man I remembered.  

That's when I discovered Fossil Rim Wildlife Center, out

side Glen Rose, filled with animals both native and imported.  

A driving tour allows up-close encounters.  

Pop resisted the invitation, but on this bright, crisp winter's 

day I insisted. I was surprised to discover him ready to go, 

dressed in his favorite cranberry-red cardigan and-always

a touring cap. We hit the road. Halfway to Glen Rose, there 

came the expected question: "Where are we going, again?" 

I told him, but knew that by the time we arrived the answer 

would be forgotten.  

It really didn't matter, because as soon as he saw the rhino 

in a paddock near the visitor's center, his mouth fell open.  

Then, he broke into a smile I hadn't seen in years. I bought 

a sack of animal fodder, and we began a slow crawl along

the serpentine, 9.5-mile road. Addax, oryx, and blackbuck 

antelope gamboled and trotted right up to the car. My father 

opened his window immediately. "Oh my, oh my!" he said, ex

citedly, shaking some feed into his hand. "Elliott! Elliott!" he 

exclaimed, inviting his grandson to clamber into the front seat 

and share the experience.  

Three hours into our ramble, we hit a traffic jam. The other 

cars traversing the park this day had all halted outside the gi

raffe compound, but the leggy animals were disinterested in 

stepping out. Everyone waited in high hopes they might amble 

over, then one by one, the spectators moved on.  

The three of us were alone when a single giraffe headed 

straight for my father's window. We held our breath as it bent 

down and licked my father's cap right off his head. I had heard 

my father giggle before, but never did a bubble of laughter give 

greater loft to my spirit. Elliott was rolling with laughter, too.  

That night, Pop called me-a rare event-to ask the name 

of the place we had visited. I could feel his glow through 

the phone. "That was something," he said.  

He broke "Thank you for making me go." *

into a smile 
I hadn't seen 
in years.

Find Babs Rodriguez'sfull adventure at 
te ashighwuays.com/nmatters.
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P H OTO: J. Griffis SmithMETAL ART on street signs and buildings in Monahans feature various Western themes.  

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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