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The eerie, smo during remains of Bastrop State Park s once-glorious greenery following September s devastating 

wildfire, which left little of the park unscathedFor the "before" pictures, go to www.texashighways.com.  

The Fire in Our Lives 
-i A that photographs bring tears to my eyes. But as I scrolled 

through James Pharaon's images from the fire-devastated Bastrop State Park, my imme

diate and unscripted response caused the images to go out of focus. Such destruction 

jLst seems impossible. And, after time to consider the reality represented by these pictures, 
the reaction doesn't really change much. The park doesn't begin to tell the longer story of 

lives lost and hundreds of homes burned to the ground.  

For Texas Highways staff, the story started with the arrival of our advance copies of the 

October issue with the wrap-around cover image from Bastrop State Park. It's a lovely and 

picturesque shot of that Lost Pines-region gem of a landscape. And the feature inside is 

more of the same.  

But then came the fire.  

Following early September's fires, the 6,000-acre park is now 95 percent charred.  

There's a hint of a silver lining in that most of the historic, CCC-built structures survived 

because of a heroic effort by firefighters to not only save the cabins, but also to keep the 

fire from spreading past the park toward the town of Bastrop.  

The reaction to the TH feature has been gratifying: The overwhelming sentiment 

expressed by readers is that they're glad to have a keepsake that serves as an album from 

which they can remember the park as it was. Reader Jerry Cooper is forwarding the online 

version to Astronaut Mike Fossum, a Bastrop park fan on the International Space Station.  

Amid the notes of gratitude came one lament from reader Ann Murphey: "My one regret 

is that I drove that road for years from Houston to Austin and would tell my husband almost 

every time that we needed to visit Bastrop State Park. Of course we never did." 

As I read that email, Joni Mitchell's lyrics to "Big Yellow Taxi" played in my memory: 

"Don't it always seem to go that you don't know what you've got 'til its gone:" 

And we have to wonder, what will it be like when it comes back? 

Follow TH on Facebook and Twitter 5 
Charles J. Lohrmann, Editor
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3 2 The Spirit of the fay 
A trio of coastal towns in Calhoun 

County offer fishing, birdwatching, nature 
walks, museums, art galleries, and fresh sea
food. With Matagorda Island's wild beauty 
and historic lighthouse in the mix, the area 
inspires exploration.  
Text and photographs by E. DAN KLEPPER

4 (More Than) an 
4t ftcidea t it 

Irving visitors find distinctive landmarks 
that add character to this master-planned 
community, including larger-than-life 
bronzes, museums, and art galleries.  

Text by CHARLES LOHRMANN 

Photographs by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

Caddo Country 5 0 Although most Caddo were 
forced to leave their East Texas homeland 
in the early 1800s, earthen mounds bear 
witness to the Caddo presence in this 
region more than 1,200 years ago.  
Text by DALE WEISMAN 

Photographs by KEVIN STILLMAN
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41 Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 
Goodnight, Rockport, & neon 

61 Postcards 
Sweetwater: Home 
of the WASP 
A museum at Sweetwater's 
Avenger Field honors high
flying heroines from World 
War II. Plus: The Texas Quilt 
Museum; festivals in Bryan 
and Galveston.

131 TH Taste 
A Monumental 
Dining Experience 
Georgetown's Monument 
Cafe already has a reputa
tion for serving locally 
sourced comfort food; with 
a new beer garden and

farmers market, the owners 
have raised the bar. Plus: 
Landmarks in gingerbread.  

171 Weekender 
Movietown Megalopolis 
Courting the movie industry 
has paid off for Smithville.  
Films like Hope Floats and The 
Tree of Life have brought both 
the stars and the star-struck.  

591 Speaking of Texas 
Before Trains, Planes, 
and Automobiles 
Valentin Hoch's 1856 home in 
DeWitt County sheltered his 
family, served as a stagecoach 
inn, and sparked the settle
ment of nearby Hochheim.  
Today the venerable stone 
structure has stories to tell.

621 TH Traveler 
A roundup of 
November events 
The WRCA World Cham
pionship Ranch Rodeo in 
Amarillo; a photo exhibit 
at the Institute of Texan 
Cultures in San Antonio.  

761 TH Daytripper 
Bryan Ain't Lyin' 
Chet Garner heads to Bryan, 
where he mountain-bikes, 
browses shops and galleries, 
and tackles a tasty calzone.  

77 1Window on Texas 
Look Down! 
An antebellum building in 
downtown Jefferson con
trasts with a stop sign from 
the Roaring Twenties.

About Our Covers 
FRONT: A shallow pool in McKittrick 
Canyon in GLadalape Mountains National 
Park offers a mosaic cf bigtocth maple 
leaves as wel as a reflection of autumn 
terrain. Photo O Laurence Parent 

BACK: Billed as the la-gest ecuestrian 
sculpture in the world. Mustangs of Las 
Colinas resides in Irving, a city redefining 
itself on the outskirts Df Dallas. Photo 
by J. Griffis Smith 

Photographic 
Prints Available 
Some images in this issue, inzlucing the 
frcnt and back covers, are available as 
prints in two distircti-e formats. For more 
information, :all t.ll-free 866/962-1191, 
or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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still Cry When 

beauty of the 111K 
that left behind 
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Hello, Goodnight 
The September issue was 

standing, diversified issue. I 
Julia Robinson's article on 

Goodnight most. I have read t 

she mentioned by J. Evetts 

[Charles Goodnight: Cowm 
Plainsman]. He also wrote a bo 

gargantuan project-the XIT] 

and the early days of the Llano E 

The story had numbers that a

:t <

an out

enjoyed 

Charles 

he book 
Haley 

an and 

ok on a 

Ranch
stacado.  

re hard

to imagine: 3 million acres, 1,500 miles 
of fence.  

BEN KULLERD 

Spearfish, South Dakota 

Signs of the Times 
I really enjoyed Gene Fowler's article 

on Eddie Wilson [Speaking of Texas, 
September]. I wish you had room for 

more on Eddie's famous neon signs.

0TH READER 
RECOMMENDATION 

I HAVE discovered a fabulous place in the East Texas town of Winnsboro. Tucked 

away on Main Street is The Winnsboro Bistro & Victorian Tea Room, run by 
Peter Jessop, along with chef Tabby Story. The food is awesome and the service 

excellent. The experience is European-style-you can linger at your table as 

long as you wish. And there's high tea in the afternoon, served with freshly 

baked scones and other delectables. They also have shops behind the bistro.  

It's a wonderful experience.  

PATTIE McCLUNG, Pittsburg 

The Winnsboro Bistro & Victorian Tea Room is at 216 N. Main St., 903/767-2426; www.  
winnsborobistro.com and www.pecanhousebnb.com.  
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Talk:
The old Night Hawk neon in the 

[Threadgill's World Headquarters] bar 

is one of the best and rarest neons still 

out there. Also, his M&M Courts neon 

in the bar has more Aus

tin history than proba

bly any existing neon 

in Austin. If you want 

to know the story, 
ask Eddie. His Texas 

beer neons form one 

of the best collections in Texas, espe

cially the ultra-rare Bluebonnet Beer 

sign from the old Dallas-Fort Worth 
Brewing Company from [around] the 

1940s. Great magazine! 

MIKE HENNECH 
Ranger 

Rock On, Rockport 
Regarding Kathleen Kaska's story on 

Rockport [September Postcards]: You 

didn't mention Main Street Coffee. Deli.  

Art. [307 S. Magnolia St.; 361/729-5503] 
in downtown Rockport, adjacent to a 

renovated Baptist church I know TH read

ers would enjoy an article on this spot.  

MYRTLE F. KLUGE 
Rockport 

TH in Touch 
Texas Highways allows me to stay 

in touch with the state I miss so much.  

Can't say I've appreciated any particular 

article, because I enjoy all of them-and 

read each issue cover to cover.  

DOUG McCALL 
Madison, Mississippi 

Q CONTACT TH 
We want to hear from you! Send feedback and rec
ommendations to: Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009. Email: letters05 texashighways.com. We re
serve the right to edit items. Because we're unable to check 
out every recommendation, and because hours vary and de
tails can change, please call ahead for more information.  

PLEASE PASS THIS MAGAZINE ALONG j 
PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER
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A World of German Cre wres 
colctibics frweiry, 1une 

CandiEs 
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GET FRESH AT ELLEN S. The cafe menu serves 

-,a classic yet original menu with delightful tastes 
of freshly made soups, salads. sandwiches, and 
five varieties of qu che. Make sure to complete 

your meal with one of Ellen's freshly baked 

heavenly desserts. Visit us at 307 Gentry St.  

St Gt2

Almoss Eves- tii 
From Hofl dl 

210GentryStreet 
(281)355-0199

"Amis4 18tr~n 
200 Main Street 
281-651-9209 

amishbarn.com

A Classic Country Store 

118 Midway 
(281) 285-9501 
wildooewhamwm



INSIDE: GEORGETOWN'S MONUMENT TO GOOD TASTE...13 SMITHVILLE'S MOVIE MOXIE ... 17

Sweetwater: Home of the WASP 
During World War II, pioneeringfemale pilots trained at a West Texas air base Text by SHEILA SCARBOROUGI

A WOODEN SIGN THREE MILES WEST 
of Sweetwater marks the site of a re

markable story of patriotic women who 

soared into bleached-out West Texas 

skies from here during World War II.  

Avenger Field was the training facility 

for Women Airforce Service Pilots

better known as WASP-the first large
scale program in American history that 

involved women flying military aircraft.  

6 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I NOVEMBER 2011

If you stand in Hangar One, the 1929 

Sweetwater Airpcrt building that now 

houses the National WASP WWII Mu

seum, you can hear a "thoomp-rattle" as 

inc essan-winds nudge the metal hangar

iay doors. Sheesh, the wind. It never 

stocs, which explains the region's boom

ingwind-power industry in recent years.  

-lcse your eyes, and listen to the planes 

that still occasionally buzz overhead,

shooting approaches cn a nearby run

way just as 1,830 WASP trainees did from 

February 1943 to December 1944.  

Hundreds of 

women arrived The National WASP 
in Sweetwater WWH Museum displays a 
from around the PT-19 like those flown by 

United States. trainees, .:omplete with 

All of these ea- an image of 'Fifinella,"the 
gerflygirls were WASP'cartoon mascot.
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armed with civil- Bomber jackets weren't 
ian pilot's licenses fashion statements for 

as required by the the WASP. They flew all 
program, all were types of military aircraft, 
ready to learn to fly including this B-176 
"the Army Way" Flying Fortress named 

and help relieve a "Pistol Packin' Mama." 
severe shortage of 

male military pilots, and all hoped to even

tually earn a coveted pair of silver wings.  

Thirty-eight of them would die in avia

tion-related accidents and wouldn't see 

the end of the war.  

They trained at Avenger Field six to 

seven months and then scattered to assign

ments at 120 different air bases.Theyeven

tually logged more than 60 million miles 

of operational flights as post-repair and 

overhaultest pilots,towingtargets forlive

ammunition target practice and ferrying 

every sort of aircraft in the military arse

nal then. Considered civilian employees 

during the war, the WASP finally gained 

official status as veterans in 1977.

The National WASP WWII Museum 

pays them homage, and shares their 

intriguing stories and artifacts with 

visitors. There's a short explanatory 

video to watch, displays about aviation

record-setter and WASP founder Jacque

line Cochran, a restored PT-19 (a training 

aircraft), one of the Congressional Gold 

Medals awarded to the WASP in 2010, a 

Link flight simulator, and even a "Molly"

njoy great walking, biking and hiking trails in the QI Q II 
Oldest Town in Tbxks. Continue your journey with 
holiday shopping along historic brick streets and live N th Nine Flags Christmas Festival: 
music on a swinging patio bar before retreating to a November 18 December 10, 2011, 
comfortable hotel or a cozy bed and breakfast., Scan QR Code for details,
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DISCOVERi 

Dentop Convention TEXAS 
& Visitors Bureau 

8/381-1818 "W-discoverdenton.-om 
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American Girl doll dressed as a WASP 

and donated by the granddaughter of one 

of the base instructors.  

One display re-creates a typical sleep

ing bay with six metal cots; narrow, 
wooden lockers; blue-ticking mattresses; 

standard-issue wool blankets; and a study 

A WASP drill song likely 
expressed the feelings of 
many recruits: "Oh, I'm far 

from home, where the wild 

Texans roam, where the 
snakes and tarantulas play ....  

area with student memorabilia in protec

tive covers set out on the tables. Several 

pairs of shoes are neatly lined up under cot 

springs, as though a busy trainee had just 

stepped out to the latrine showers to wash 

off the day's dust, sweat, and fuel smells.  

A photo shows one young woman stand

ing near her locker with improbably

perfect-given the Avenger Field's barracks, 

primitive living which served as home to 
conditions-dark the trainees, afforded few 

hair and lipstick, luxuries. The mannequin 

wearing her San- models the mechanic's 
tiago Blue dress coveralls the women wore 
uniform and about during training.  

to don a tie draped 

over the locker door. The look in her eye 

says that if wearing a dadgum silly tie was 

what it took to get her into the air, then 

that's what she'd wear.  

As a Navy veteran myself, I marveled at 

the obstacles and "no, you can't... "plati

tudes that these women kicked aside with 

their drive and professionalism. One dis

playboard relates former WASP "Marty" 

Martin's tale of having a male flight-sur

geon Colonel refuse to send in her com

pleted physical report. His reason: "Well, 
young lady, I don't think women should 
be in the military, so I did not send inyour 

form." She convinced him to forward it 

regardless of his personal opinions.  

Women like Martin were not deterred 

by such requirements as paying:heir own 

fares to Sweetwater and having their 

room and board deducted from their sal

aryof$150 amonth (unlike theiren in avi

ationtraining). The [continued on page 11
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Postcards

Glistening Grounds , 
.post-Hurricar 

Moody Gardens celebrates a decade of light tree sculptu 

BRING THE FAMILY TO GALVESTON ON NOVEMBER 12 FOR THE 
kickoff of the 10th annual Festival of Lights at Moody Gardens. Listen to Christ
mas carols as you watch Santa make his grand entrance via parachute and 
then switch on more than one million Christmas lights, transforming Moody 
Gardens into a sparkling wonderland. Enjoy other entertainment such as live 
music, petting zoos, and the reappearance of Santa with his reindeer.  

The festival continues from November 18 through January 1. Follow the 
mile-long trail of lights and animated displays, and take in the beauty of the 
grounds as you walk by the Aquarium, Rainforest, and Discovery pyramids, 
Palm Beach, the Moody Gardens Hotel, Offatts Bayou, 
and the Colonel Paddlewheel Boat. Bring ice skates so Twinkling angels line 
that you can hit the rink-or rent some on-site for $6 the walkway to the 
a pair. For ticket prices and information about other Rainforest Pyramid 

events throughout the festival, call 800/582-4673, at Moody Gardens' 
or visit www.moodygardens.com. -Natalie Posgate Festival of Lights.
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The Texas you've always 

dreamed of is now in the palm 

of your hand. Simply log on 
to VisitLubbock.org from your 

smartphone or tablet device to find 

the best places to eat, 

stay, play and shop.  

Like Us 

Follow Us I 
Scan the QR code 

tuIbbo CK 
VisitLubboek.org * 800.892.4038
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Winter Romance Package 
OnenghtatthePalm SiteattheLodgen Sarent 
Sunset riseontheBay and Hat chocolate for tw 

'" Diner far two at Sting Rae' saterhront Grip COUNt7* 

a

It's cold out - warm up 

in Matagorda County 

Dec 1st Christmas Parade of Lights, Bay City 

Dec 3rd I Seaside Holiday on the Bay, Palacios 

Dec 17th Christmas Martket Day at Bay City Civic Center 

Dec 19th NAS Christmas Bird Count 

Jan 26th - 28th I A Night on Broadway Musical, Bay City 

Feb 29th - March 3rd Matagorda County Fair & Rodeo 

Welcome Winter Texans& Bird Enthusiasts!

-' 7 -~--"~

November 10 - December 10, 2011 -TexasFurr itureMakersShow.con 

vys 

e t a 

K y , fKerrville. one hour west of 
San Antonio, is a-i idea base for 

exploring the arr azing treasures 

cf the Texas Hill Cointry.  

800-221-7958 . kerrcvb@ktc.com - KerrvillETexas CVB.com

Rock The 
Republic 
A Bryan event showcases 

varied performances 

ON NOVEMBER 11-12, A MUSIC 
and arts festival called Rock The 
Republic takes place in historic 
downtown Bryan. However, this 
multifaceted annual event is any

thing but conventional. It features 
fresh talent from fields ranging from 

music to art to poetry. One require

ment, though: Every

one listed in the 
Rock The Repub
lic lineup must ii* 
have Texas roots.  

"Texas is a state 

with exceptional 
talent, and we want to highlight 

that," says event cofounder Cody 

Marx Bailey. "We take pride in pre
senting undiscovered talent-the 

diamonds in the rough, so to speak." 
Enjoy music from a wide array 

of genres: rock, hip-hop, funk, 
indie, soul, jazz, reggae, dubstep, 
and electronic, to name a few.  

And make sure to check out the 

art exhibits, as well as the "slam 
poetry" sessions, a popular aspect 

of the festival that involves poets 
reciting their own work.  

"These are not yourtypical poetry 

readings," says Bailey. "This poetry 
is powerful; it has some bite to it.  

We bring in about 30 poets and 
thread their performances between 

the different musical acts. For a lot 
of people who come to the festi
val, it's a real surprise to find out 

how much they enjoy the beauty 
of the spoken word." For details, 
visit www.rocktherepublic.com.  

-Natalie Posgate

10 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I NOVEMBER 2011
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GET TEXAS HIGHWAYS FOR YOURSELF!
Holiday 

Starts with 

lexas 
H1 ihways 
Join uS! Get 12 issues chock-full 
of Texas' best getaways, events, attrac

tions, and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year subscrip
tion to Texas Highways Magazine is just 
$19.95 ... that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 
members, and business associates 
all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 
Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 
(yours or a gift) is $19.95. Additional 
U.S. orders are just $17.95 each when 
ordered at the same time.

YES! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months!
Please print 
MY NAME

Address

City State Zip

E-mail address 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

Just $19.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form 
in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

6111SU

To expedite service., 
order online at: 

.cteXashighwaysxcom 

GIVE TEXAS HIGHWAYS TO A FRIEND!

To order by phone, call 

1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Central 
Sat & Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa - MasterCard 
Discover -American Express 

Or visit 

Nww.texashighways.com

d' YES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME 

Address 

City State Zip 

E-mail address 

Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:

RECIPIENT'S NAME

Address

City State Zip 

To include more gifts, enclose a list.

Just $19.95 for 
the first U.S.  
subscription, and 
$17.95 for each 
additional U.S. order! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.) 

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form in 
the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a gift card to your recipients 
in November or December to announce 
your gift.  

All new gift subscriptions will start 
with the January issue. 71 N6LS
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Postcards

Texas Quilt Museum 
t The best little quilt museum in Texas set to open in La Grange

ill
HOUSED IN TWO HISTORIC 
buildings in downtown La Grange, 
the new Texas Quilt Museum is easy 

to spot. A bold mural on the west 
side of the taller structure-the 1893 

Reichert and Kneip Furniture Store

announces the location with a finely 
detailed image of colorful quilts 
draped over a clothesline.  

The 10,000-square-foot museum 

opens on November 13 and repre

sents a longtime dream of Karey 
Bresenhan and Nancy Puentes, pres
ident and executive vice president of 
Quilts, Inc., which produces several 

quilt shows, including the annual 
International Quilt Festival in Houston. "We were determined
that the museum would open this year, in conjunction with 
Texas' 175th birthday," says Bresenhan. "When you're restor
ing old buildings, you just never know what you'll encounter.  
We faced a number of challenges, but the solutions our dedi
cated local tradesmen and artisans came up with have actually 
enhanced the end result. All in all, it has been a rewarding pro
cess, and we're proud that we were able to preserve these fine 
old structures in La Grange for future generations of Texans." 

The inaugural exhibit, Texas Quilts Today, also coincides 
with the recent publication of Lone Stars lll: A Legacy of Texas 
Quilts, 7986-2077 by Bresenhan and Puentes (the last in a

One of some 75 quilts in 
the Texas Quilt Museum's 
inaugural exhibit, Texas Hay 
Rake was made by Michele 
Barnes of Grapeland.

trilogy published by University of 
Texas Press that chronicles 175 years 

of quilting in Texas). The exhibit will 
include about 75 of the 200 quilts 
featured in the book; the remain

der will eventually rotate into the 

exhibit following this year's Inter

national Quilt Festival (November 
3-6). While this first exhibit fea
tures Texas quilts made in the last 

25 years, future exhibits will spot
light quilts from around the world, 
as well as historic quilts that date to 
the early 1800s.  

As fifth-generation Texas quil
ters, cousins Bresenhan and Puen

tes consider the museum's historic 
setting a natural. Houston archi

tect Barry Moore, who specializes 
in historical-preservation projects, 
has retained the adjoining buildings' 
high ceilings, brick walls, and hard-

wood floors, as well as many of the original railings, moldings, and 
other architecturally significant features. The result? A stunning 
showcase for large works that range from traditional patchwork 
quilts to avant-garde "art quilts." The museum's grand opening 
takes place on November 13 at 1 p.m., at 140 W. Colorado St. Call 
979/249-4271; www.texasquiltmuseum.org. -Nola McKey

o continued from page 8] women shrugged 

offtheindignitiesofpinningandrollingthe 
surplus fatigues and jackets worn by male 

pilots, to get them to fit. The WASP even 

had to buy their own uniforms when they 

successfullycompletedtrainingatAvenger.  

As I read these anecdotes in the dis

plays, I overheard one male visitor mutter, 
"What these women had to go through is 

anembarrassment."Yes,butthanks inpart 

to those pioneering aviators who pushed 

through the hassles on a windy airfield 

in West Texas, I found a much more wel

coming atmosphere in the military when

I served at sea more than 50 years later.  

While in Sweetwater, drop into the 

Pioneer Museum downtown to see more 

WASP memorabilia. It's also full of other 

Nolan County treasures: gear from the 

area's annual Rattlesnake Roundup, a 

re-created judge's chamber, a 30 x 27 

oval wreath made in 1907 of human hair 

interwoven with seed pearls ("made from 

114 heads representing five generations of 

the Fleming family"), and two collections 

of more than 800 arrowheads.  

Museum boardmember Franzas Cupp 

pointed out a small collection of WASP

items displayed in one of the rooms. "We 

want to bring the story to a new gen
eration," she said. "Can you imagine the 

excitement these young women brought 

to this sleepy town when they arrived 

in the 1940s?" 

My favorite item was donated by former 

WASP Lyda Dunham Keefe: one of the 

yellow pillows that a few of the shorter 

women put in the pilot's seat so that they 

could see out of the cockpit.  

Be sure to save time for a lunch stop at 
Allen's Family Style Meals, a converted 

house where you'll sitelbow to elbow with 
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COME FOR 
THE CULTURE.  
STAY FOR 
THE SPASS.  
Enjoy authentic German culture, 

and plenty of spass (fun), smack 

in the middle of Texas. It makes 

for some pretty interesting 

festivals, that's for sure.  

11/5-6 28th Annual Tour de 
Gruene Bicycle Classic 

11/18 Downtown Lighting 

11/18-20 Weihnachtsmarkt 

11/27 Advent Vespers 

12/1 Wassailfest 

12/3 Gruene Town Lighting 

12/3 10th Annual Gruene 
Pony Express Ride 

12/3 Christmas Tour of Homes 

12/3-4 Old Gruene Christmas 
Market Days 

12/5 Visit With St. Nicholas 

12/15 Caroling on the Plaza

New Braunfels 

Jfump in.

Postcards

other diners as bowls and platters arrive 

at your table, filled with goodies like fried 
chicken, pot roast, summer squash (with 

a pinch of sugar), okra gumbo, creamed 

cold peas, beans, potato salad, sweetpota

toes, corn, and coleslaw. The waitstaffwill 

bring you endless refills of iced tea. One 

of the people seated next to me said, "If 

you don't get full here, it's your own fault." 

I saw all sorts of folks, from a balding 

grandfather to a mom with a Bluetooth 

blinking in her ear. Be warned that on 

Sundays, the church crowd hits right 

about 12:03. Your meal is rung up on an 

antique manual cash register at one end 

Sweetwater 
is off 1-20, about 40 miles west of 
Abilene. For information on lodging, restaurants, 
and other attractions, contact the Sweetwater 
Chamber of Commerce, 325/235-5488 or 
800/658-6757; www.sweetwatertexas.org.  

National WASP WWII Museum, 210 Avenger 
Field Rd. Drive 3 miles west of town on Interstate 
20 to the Sweetwater Airport. Take exit 241, 
and follow the signs. Hours: Wed-Sun 1-5. The 
museum celebrates Veterans Day with a Novem
ber 12 event that includes a PT-19 flyover and Run 
for the WASP (a 5K run and a 1.2-mile walk). The 
annual WASP Homecoming, which includes a 
car/motorcycle show and parade, special tours,

of the dining area; Housed in Hangar One 
if you've missed at the Sweetwater 
hearing that old- Municipal Airport, the 
timey"cha-ching" National WASP WWII 
sound the last few Museum welcomes 
years, you'll feel many fly-in visitors.  
right at home.  

Come to town on a weekend, and catch 

a first-run movie at the partially restored 

1935 Texas Theatre, the same venue 

that entertained WASP trainees almost 

seven decades ago. The theater's exte

rior looks much as it did then, and serves 

as another reminder of Sweetwater's 

World War II heroines.  

vintage aircraft, live music, free airplane rides 
for kids, and a dinner and dance with Big Band
era music, takes place the Saturday before 
Memorial Day (May 26, 2012). Call 325/235
0099; www.waspmuseum.org.  

Pioneer Museum, 610 E. Third St. Hours: Tue-Fri 
1-5. Call 325/235-8547; www.sweetwatertexas.  
org/pioneer-museum.  
Allen's Family Style Meals, 1301 E. Broadway 
St. Hours: Tue-Sun 11-2. (Allen's Buffet, across : 

the parking lot, offers a similar menu and opens 
Tue-Fri 5-8.) Call 325/235-2060.  

Texas Theatre, 114 E. Broadway St. Call 888/ 
415-4850, ext. 1 for movie times; www.texas 
theatreonline.com.

(800) 572-2626 I nbjumpin.com
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A 
Monu mental 

Dining 
Experience 

Georgetown's Monument Cafe 
and farmers market

Text by ANTHONY HEAD

T HOUGH I KNOW FULL WELL HOW DELICIOUS AND .Cekureiea varied Austin's dining options are these days, I still make a 

point to tell friends driving south from Dallas/Fort Worth taste 
or Waco to stop at the Monument Cafe in Georgetown before con

tinuing on to the Capital City-if for nothing more than a cup of coffee and a slice 
of Monument Chocolate Pie. I'll often hear back that they liked the cafe so much 
that they made a full-meal stop on the return trip.  

Just a couple of blocks north of the courthouse square, this 16-year-old restau
rant serves truly farm-fresh and locally sourced comfort food, like pan-fried pork 
chops and chicken-fried steak, that regularly earns positive reviews from local 
and national media. My own list of recommendations keeps growing, but it cur
rently includes the juicy portabella sandwich, the addictive sweet potato fries, 
and the creamy and savory tomato-basil soup.  

Earlier this year, the Monument expanded its appeal by opening a farmers market 

and a beer garden. So one recent Saturday evening, I drove to Georgetown to meet 
owner Rusty Winkstern and see the new ventures.  

Winkstern shows me the way to the Garden at The Monument Cafe in George
the Monument, which is adjacent to the cafe. Forest- town recently opened a beer gar
green walls frame the 60-by-30-foot, open-air den and a farmers market. Here in 
space. There's a bar at the back, a stylish cement the beer garden, visitors can order 
pool full of goldfish in the middle, and a small some of the cafe's most popular 
performance stage up front. Fans rigged with sandwiches, bkrgers, and des
water-misting systems oscillate above the bistro sets, as well as beer and wine.  
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perches and the family-style picnic tables.  

"Almost daily I get calls from people 

wanting to come and play for us," Wink

stern says. "There's so much great local 

talent that we always provide quality en

tertainment." Bands perform blues, West

ern swing, country, and other types of 

music on occasional weekday evenings 

and every Friday and Saturday night. "The 

beer garden is a way to bring more folks 

to the square," says Winkstern. "After a 

beer or glass of wine, they can walk up the 

street to the shops and restaurants." 

Some patrons, though, stay put to eat 

as well as drink, because the beer garden 

serves some of the same tasty burgers, 
sandwiches, and side dishes as the Mon

ument Cafe-oftentimes without a wait.  

While the trio of musicians (playinguku
leles and guitar) in the Austin-based band 

the Love Leighs sets up, Winkstern leads 

the way to the Monument Market. Inside 

the cavernous 3,500-square-foot building, 
a dozen tables are piled with red tomatoes,

We have 
History, 

'1' 

T~

THII11- "

yellow zucchini, black beauty eggplant, 
blue ballet squash, and other fresh fruits 

and vegetables, most of them delivered 

from local farms within the past 24 hours.  

Winkstern gestures to the colorful ta

bletop bounty and says, "With the Mar

ket, we wanted to bring in more of what 

we use in the cafe and make that avail

able to our customers for home cook

ing. We have very strong relationships 

with a lot of growers. Everything comes 

from within 250 miles of Georgetown, 
and most of it comes from within a 20

or 30-mile radius." There are also pack

aged specialty items, like McPherson Cel

lars wines from Lubbock, Mom's Pasta 

Sauce from Fredericksburg, and Texas 

Best Organics Rice from China (just east 

of Houston). Refrigerated cases display 

fresh milk and eggs, local meats and poul

try, seafood from the Gulf of Mexico, and 

chicken salad from the cafe.  

Jeanette Murphy, general manager of 

the market, points to one shelf and says,

mild fall weather, Texas 
a Christm s Celebration 

everything 
in between! 

Celebrate Texas history at the Lone Star 

Monument & Historic Flag Park.  
Don't miss the Toyota Texas Bass Classic 

Oct. 28"' to 30', there's great fall birding in 
November, followed by our Annual Christmas 
Celebration on Dec.10"', with live 
music, train rides, a big snow hill, 
vendors, and Santa!N 
Order your Visitors Guide today. T E X A 

CO.ve k v-4 1. -oy iusi '05BURiEAu 

Follow ebI -877-426-6763 wy WW~hsriyicunroc.Com

MONUMENT 
CAFE 

-

"We found the best 

tamales ever from 

Gardener's Feast, 
in Manor. The fla

vors are phenome

nal, and ingredients 

change according

A few blocks north 
of the courthouse 

square, the Monument 
Cafe has focused on 

local, organic food since 
it opened in 1995.

to what's in season. They even use or

ganic masa. I especially love the tamales 

made with corn, poblano peppers, 
squash, and queso fresco." 

Jeanette worked in the restaurant for 

15 years before taking charge of the mar

ket. "And I love it, especially getting to 

know the farmers and producers in the 

area," she tells me. "Sometimes they'll 

visit the market directly to bring us items, 
but then we often go see the farms our

selves to select produce, as well. It has 

been very rewarding to play a role in the 

local-food movement." She also says that 

many customers browse before and after 

meals, while some regulars drive up from 

Austin to see what's fresh and to support 

the farm-to-market concept.  

Later this fall, a new bakery will open 

at the Monument, to be overseen by chef 

Mark Chapman, who most recently served 

as executive pastry chef at Austin's Driskill 

Hotel and at San Antonio's La Mansi6n 

del Rio's Las Canarias. "When Rusty 

reached out to me, I'd already had 25 years 

of experience with fine dining in luxury
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hotels," Chapman says. "But I loved the 

idea of developing the bread and dessert 

programs for Monument, because it gives 

me an opportunity to highlight the organic 

ingredients and experiment with an artisan 

style of bread-baking. I've just developed a 

Earlier this year, 
the Monument Cafe 

expanded its appeal by 
opening a farmers market 

and a beer garden.  

new hamburger bun-kind of a cross be

tween a brioche and a potato roll-that is 

chewy, supple, and truly amazing. It's 

going to make one dang sexy hamburger." 

I ask what else he has planned for the 

bakery's grand opening, and he begins 

describing a possible churros recipe that 

sounds so wonderful that I wish the bak

ery were open already. Chapman's best 

guess is that it'll debut sometime before 

winter, and when that happens, Market 

customers will not only be able to breathe 

in the appealing yeasty aroma of bread 

baking, they'll be able to view the entire 

process through glass walls.  

I head back to the beer garden, order a 

cold Shiner draft, and listen to the Love 

Leighs play. Crowds gathering outside 

the restaurant try to decide which Mon

ument door to walk through first: the 

beer garden, the cafe, or the market. I can 

imagine that same wonderful frustration 

playing out the next time my friends stop 

in Georgetown for a quick bite. , 

The Monument 
Cafe is at 500 S. Austin Ave.  
in Georgetown. Call 512/930-9586; 
www.themonumentcafe.com.
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Visit Historic Johnson County Courthouse 

From a peaceful day on the lake or the golf course, to a 
screaming good time at Splash Station, CLEBURNE is 
the place to come for fun-filled vacation memories.

Layland Museum of History River Skiing at Hamm Creek Park 
Cleburne State Park Mountain Bike at Cleburne State Park 
Lake Pat Cleburne Buffalo Creek Riverwalk 
Splash Station Cuisine For Every Taste 
Cleburne Golf Links Antique Shops 
Live Theatre Historic Homes 

and much more! 

ce urne 
Branded 1867 

re-established daily

Taste 

Edible Edifices 
Gingerbread, meet architecture! 

SINCE 1993, THE PASTRY TEAM AT 
the Four Seasons Hotel Austin has em
braced the German tradition of building 
elaborate gingerbread houses to celebrate 
the winter holidays. But 
this year, in recognition 
of the 175th anniversary 
of Texas Independence,
Executive Pastry Chef 
Javier Franco enlisted 
his culinary team to 
focus their ginger
bread artistry on such 
architectural icons 

as the Alamo in San 
Antonio, Austin's UT 

Tower and State Cap
itol building, Reunion 
Tower in Dallas, and 

the NASA complex 
in Houston, as well
as other Texan symbols such as a wind
mill, an oil rig, and a country barn whose 
roof is decorated with the Lone Star flag.  

"We use a variety of materials, all of 
them edible," says Assistant Pastry Chef 
Julie Porter, who says she and the rest 

of her five-person pastry team enjoy the 
opportunity to combine history, art, and 
the science of baking. "We use a lot of 
fondant icing, which we can color, air

brush, and even marbleize to look like 
brick, glass, and stone. We've been vis
iting the buildings in person when possi
ble, taking photos and studying their his
tories, and trying really hard to make our 
gingerbread re-creations realistic." 

The gingerbread structures (16 in all) 
will be pre-sold in early November, with 
proceeds benefitting Austin's Seton 
Shivers Cancer Center. But visitors to 

the hotel can view them in the lobby be
ginning November 22; they'll remain on 

display through January 2.  
Call 512/478-4500; www.fourseasons.  

com/austin. -Lori Moffatt
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Movi town 

Megalopolis 
Smithville's idyllic setting and 

community spirit create a 
picture-perfect environment for 

filmmakers-and visitors 

Tex- b / JANE WU

COULD SMITHVILLE, THE CENTRAL TEXAS CROSSROADS THAT 
calls itself "Heart of the Megalopolis," soon change its slogan to "Movie

town Megalopolis?" Already known as the pastoral setting featured 

in the 1998 romantic drama Hope Floats, Smithville has boasted considerable 

movie-making activity in recent years, notably with Austin director 

Terrence Malick's 2011 Cannes Palme d'Or winner The Tree ofLife.  
Two more productions with big-name talent have been shot since 

Tree was completed two years ago: Beneath the Darkness, a teen 

thriller, and Doonby, an offbeat drama. And several more indepen

dent films have been "made in Smithville" as well.  

Smithville-the first town to receive the "Film-Friendly City" 

designation from the Texas Film Commission-has established its own local 
film commission, which assists production companies interested in shooting 

in Smithville, and once they arrive, helps them obtain street permits, arrange 
casting calls, and procure last-minute props, from 

automobiles to vintage apparel. This picturesque strip of 
The film buzz has also brought increased in- buildings, which appear in sev

terest from star-struck visitors looking for settings eral recent films, including The 
such as Honey's Diner from Hope Floats, or the Treeof Lifeand the upcoming 
Fifties-era neighborhood in The Tree of Life. As a release Doonby, characterize 
cinema geek, the prospect of exploring Smithville Smithville's Main Street.  
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Weekender

through its film locations enticed me.  

A Houston Chronicle article on Smith

ville's current spate of filmmaking re

vealed plans to post a map of movie-lo

cation sites on the Smithville Chamber 

of Commerce's website. When I con

tacted Adena Lewis at the chamber to 

request a map, I learned that the cham

ber offers film-site tours to visitors, so I 

arranged to meet her and see for myself.  

We drove in the direction of a lush, 
tree-lined neighborhood north of Main 

Street and saw late 19th- to mid-20th

Century homes, many of which have 

been renovated or restored. First up: The 

stately, neoclassical-style residence at 

the end of Olive Street, where Birdie 

Pruitt-Sandra Bullock's character in 

Hope Floats-returns with her daughter 

after her marriage has ended. The Trous

dale home, as it's known by locals, is 

18 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I NOVEMBER 2011

named for a descendant of a prominent 

Smithville family and remains among 

the top must-see movie sites. More than 

a dozen years after filming, posters and 

VHS tapes of Hope are still displayed in 
shops and businesses around town.  

A couple of blocks west, on the corner 

of East 8th and Burleson Streets, sits the 

main house where The Tree of Life was 

filmed. I was amazed by the smaller, 
more intimate scale of this beguiling, 
Victorian-Queen Anne home with its 

wraparound porch, as compared to how 

large it appeared in the film. The homes 

in the surrounding neighborhood also 

seem closer together than I remembered 

them from the movie, which suggested 

expansive lawns and houses set wide 

apart. Lewis pointed out a large live oak 

tree in the side yara, which had been dug 
up from the Hur-a Ranch, five miles

from S mith - Camera-ready scenes such 

ville, and trans- as this are common in 
planted here front of the Trousdale 
specifically for home, one of the principal 
the film. "It locations of the1998 ro
was a team ef- mantic drama Hope Floats.  
fort for the 

town, involving police, power-line crews, 
and arborists getting the tree to the site," 

said Lewis. "They worked steadily, begin

ning in the afternoon, removing the tree, 
wrapping and protecting it for the trip, 
and then arriving at the home the next day, 
and re-planting it, all with utmost care:" 

Many of the nearby homes have served 

as hair-and-makeup stations, wardrobe 

facilities, and prop-building studios as 
well as temporary residences for the cast 

and crew of Tree (including Brad Pitt and 

his much-photographed family). Some 

of the owners moved out temporarily
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(and were compensated for the incon

venience), while others owned vacant 

houses that were available for rent.  

As we wrapped the neighborhood 

portion of the tour and headed down

town, I soon discovered more examples 

of movie-mania in Smithville. Pocket's 

Grille displays a collection of Smithville 
film memorabilia, including some of the 

signage created for Hope Floats. The signs 

are so massive that they're installed on 

Smithville was the 
first town to receive the 

"Film-Friendly City" 
designation from the 

Texas Film Commission.  

the ceiling, or they wouldn't fit have in

side the restaurant. Pocket's owner Troy 

Streuer appeared in Beneath the Darkness, 
Doonby, and was cast as one of the lead 

actors in Under the Western Sun, an indie 

western currently awaiting distribution.  

He's also featured on the latter's poster, 
which hangs in the back dining room.  

On Main Street alone, it's easy to see 

why Smithville attracts filmmakers.  

All the elements for the quintessential, 
small-town scene are right here: a news

paper office, city hall, post office, library, 
police department, and three banks, as 

well as shops and cafes, many of which 

occupy historic buildings. And for the 

film-curious visitor, there's the juxta

position of make-believe and real life, 
thanks to the actual businesses that dou

bled as fictional establishments in film.  

The Back Door Cafe, a longtime 

Smithville favorite, has turned up in va

rious gastronomic guises in The Tree 

of Life and Doonby. Down the street 
from Main, the fictional Honey's Diner, 
whose facade was created for Hope

Deep Discounts.  

-

1.2 million square feet, 240+ stores 
and discounts up to 65% off. It's all 
here at the San Marcos Outlets.  
Come shop with us! 

We'd love your company.  

SranmDarces 
www.toursanmarcos.com I 888.200.5620 
K www.facebook.com/toursanmarcos
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Weekender

Floats, stands vacant yet preserved, as 

if it were an honorary shrine. The faded 

murals on the sides of some buildings 

reveal traces of long-defunct ad cam

paigns. One such mural, for the Star 

Biscuit Co., was painted specifically as a 
backdrop for Hope Floats.  

I stopped and poked around in some 

of the shops. Tom-Kat Paper Dolls sells 

2-D interactive figures created by long

time fashion illustrator and store owner 

Tom Tierney. If you're interested in "the 

way they wore"-from average American 

families of the 1950s through the 1990s, 
to U.S. presidents and celebrities-you'll 

likely spend a chunk of time (and a bit 

of cash) here. Like nearly everyone I en

countered, Tierney has a movie story or 

two. "During the filming of Doonby, my 

neighbor and I watched John Schneider 

finishing a scene. We invited him in for a 

sandwich and a beer," Tierney recalled.  

"John and I talked for a while, and I found 

out he's from Hopewell Junction, New

Katy House B&B's five guest 
rooms feature a mix of antiques 
and railroad memorabilia, a nod 
to Smithville's depot past. Mod
ern amenities include free WiFi.  

York, where I owned a 

farm for many years." 

Next door, Merrilee 

Albers, owner of Feath

ering Your Nest antiques 

shop, has fond memo

ries of the Beneath the 

Darkness shoot, includ

ing meeting Dennis 

Quaid. Albers was asked 

to help design a set for 

a suspenseful scene, 
which was outfitted with 

furnishings from her 

bedroom, as well as her 

store. "The lace coverlet that you see 

on the bed in the film is the one I always 

use, so every time I pull it back to go to
For lodging near the 

epicenter of movietown, 
the Katy House B&B, 

one block west of Main, 
offers a pleasant respite.  

sleep, I think of the movie!" she mused.  

One block from the Main Street strip 

on Olive Street, Reachable Stars Resale 

saw plenty of movie action when The 

Tree of Life set decorators were look

ing for '50s-era clocks, dinnerware, and.  

keepsakes. "Some of the crew members 

come in, and not only buy stuff for the 

film, but for themselves, too," said co

owner Renee Alexander.  

After you've had your fill of Smithville 

filmdom, a short ramble on FM 153 will 

take you to Murphy's Steakhouse in near

by Winchester. Murphy's serves steaks, 
seafood, and comfort food in a family

friendly, roadhouse setting. Word to the

0 
0 
x
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wise when ordering steak: The weight list

ed on the menu is the "after-grilling" size.  

And do call ahead to make reservations, 
especially on high-school football nights.  

For lodging near the epicenter of mov

ietown, the Katy House B&B, one block 

west of Main, offers a pleasant respite.  

While the B&B itself has not yet had a 

starring role in feature films, owners Sal

lie and Bruce Blalock have hosted many 

film crews. The iron picket fence along 

the backyard was originally used in the 

Hope Floats home and later moved to the 

Katy House. A delightful mix of antiques, 
Texana, and vintage railroad memorabilia 

furnish the comfortable, spacious rooms 

of this handsome, historic structure.  

Across the street from Katy House, 
Huebel's Bier Garden, whose interiors 

were shot for key scenes in Hope Floats 

and Doonby, remains a popular watering 

hole with locals and visitors. On a Friday 

night, I sat at the bar with a companion and 

watched an exuberant, boisterous crowd 

dancing and cheering on friends' Karaoke 

performances, and enjoyed the show.  

All this cinematic activity seems truly 

remarkable for a town that doesn't even 

tout a movie theater. Perhaps it's this per

sonable ambiance, combined with the 

genuine, resourceful nature of the com

munity, that draws not only film people, 
but also folks from miles around to visit. TH 

Smithville c 
is13 miles east of Bastrop, and 
43 miles east of Austin on Texas 95, south 

of Texas 71. For film-tour and visitor informa
tion, including sites mentioned in the story, 

contact the Smithville Chamber of Commerce, 
512/237-2313; www.smithvilletx.org.  

Note: When visiting movie sites, particularly 
private residences, please respect the privacy 

of property owners or residents.  

For a pictorial glimpse of Smithville past and 
present, look for the book images of America: 
Smithville, by Carol Phillips Snyder, David 
L. Herrington, and the Smithville Heritage 
Society (Arcadia Publishing, 0 2009).

(cU 11i >it See this rare original 
TEXA OE GON 1846 Mitchell map and 

many others in our 
X spacious gallery.  
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HOUSTON'S LARGEST REPOSITORY OF ORIGINAL ANTIQUE 
MAPS, PRINTS, GLOBES, PHOTOGRAPHS AND DOCUMENTS 

THE ANTIQUARIUM 
ANTIQUE PRINT & MAP GALLERY 

301 Kirby Drive, Houston - 713.622.7531 - theant quarium.com

*.oasts L.,i LW. da iapung 1, 
Mile-long trail with over 100 lighted scenes " Ice Skating i Live entertainment' 

Special this year: Food Drive Fridays (2-for-1 Festival admission with 
nor-perishable food item) and Saturday Night Snow Zone! 

Admission j"ust $5.9 
Other attractions just 56 each; 6 - 10pm: MG 3D Theater, 

Pidefilm, Discovery Museum, Rainforest and Aquarium Pyramids, 
Cticnel Paddlewheeler and Skate Rental with Festival ticket.  

Also see Imagine Christmas: A Holiday Musical Dinncr & Show 
December 15-27 (no show Decembe: 19) - at Moody Gardens Convenion Center.

Group aevba e.  
p ecial Holiday FL m 139 

MOODY GADENS® 
GALV E AO ND 

moodygardens.o: " 800-582-4673

6; -nd Opening MNor. 22 tjqp 1 ?EiiC- E-/LigMls 6 - 10 p.r 
.reatber permitting. 9pen Chrisneas and New Year's Dad' 

peeing g htF etivities tghts Festiva l en 

2011 Festival of Lighrs Sponsors Lf
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AUTUMN TRAILS 

WITH OR WITHOUT SEASONAL COLOR, THE 

AUTUMN LANDSCAPE INVITES A CLOSER LOOK.  

Text by MELISSA GASKILL 

ANYA TEXAN CAN WAX ELOQUENT 

about the benefits of our great out

doors. Turns out it isn't just bragging: 

Scientific studies suggest that spend

ing time in nature can make us smarter, more cre

ative, healthier, and even more caring and generous.  

A 2010 analysis of 10 separate studies on the effects 

of various activities on participants' mental states, 
for example, showed positive changes when people 

exercised outdoors, even for just five minutes. The 

National Wildlife Federation reported that time 

outside helps children score higher on standardized 

tests. One study even correlated the presence of large 

trees with reduced crime. Who knows, hanging out 

in the outdoors could even promote world peace.  

Is it the fresh air? Beneficial UV rays? Our primal connection 

with nature? You can decide for yourself, because fall in Texas 

offers a great chance to conduct real-time research. The weather 

cools off, crowds disperse, and, where conditions are right, those 

crime-preventing trees dress in photo-worthy colors.  

Check out our recommendations for locations to visit this 

year. It bears repeating, of course, that fall color and intensity 

depend on just the right combination of temperatures, timing 

of freezes, spring and autumn rainfall-and the right species 

of trees, too. We've got you covered on that last requirement, 
but the rest is up to Mother Nature. The effects of this year's 

drought are impossible to calculate. No guarantees on how 

much color you'll see, but we've included plenty of activities 

to choose from, and places to stay, so you can reap the full 

benefits of a nature experience.  

22 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I NOVEMBER 2011
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AUTUMN TRAILS

Canadian River Area 
RAB BREAKFAST AT THE KNT IN MIAMI (Mi-am-uh).  
The town's claim to fame, the National Cow Calling Con

test, takes place in June, but an abundance of trees makes 

it worth a look in the fall.  

A few miles north on US 60 in Canadian, the circa-1915 Canadian 

River Walking Bridge crosses the river and wetlands on the north 

end of town, its six-tenths-of-a-mile span offering a great place to spy 

wildlife as well as foliage. Then treat yourself to an old-fashioned float, 
ice-cream cone, or shake at City Drug Soda Fountain, which also offers 

more modern selections like smoothies, espresso, and frappes. Or stick 

around for dinner at the Cattle Exchange restaurant in the historic 

Moody Hotel Building downtown, which serves mesquite-grilled 

steaks and barbecue.  

Hiking trails encircle Lake 

Marvin, part of 576 acres of 

pristine native habitat in the 

Texas unit of Black Kettle 

National Grasslands. Cotton

wood, soapberry, elm, and 

sumac along the shore "look -* 

pretty darn good" in fall, says 

ranger Tom Smeltzer, and 

other than a fee for RV hook- The red-hot hues of fiameleaf sumac contrast 

up, it's free to enjoy the park with the cool Canadian River nearby.  

and the foliage.  

At the Gene Howe Wildlife Management Area, hike, bike, or check 

out the prairie dog town, where you'll also see burrowing owls. Prim

itive camping is available (bring your own water). The best color here 

comes from western rough-leaf dogwood, persimmon trees, and sumac.  

The third weekend of October, Canadian's Fall Festival includes an 

arts and crafts fair in town and a variety of activities (including guided 

nature tours) at Lake Marvin, but the highlight remains driving the 

scenic 12 miles from town to the lake on FM 2266. The road parallels 

the river, says resident Tamara Julian, and is painted with lots of fall 

color from cottonwood, hackberry, mesquite, sumac, and even poison 

ivy (look, but don't touch). Keep an eye out for deer and wild turkey 

in the wheat fields.  

If you want to linger, book a room at the IV Lodge and Vineyard 

on Lake Marvin Road, or at the Arrington Ranch House Lodge, which 

you might recognize from the end of the 2000 movie CastAway.  

Originally built in 1919 from a catalog kit, the house has five guest 

rooms. When you're ready for an outdoor experience, try one of 

the walking trails along 

the Washita River. HIGGINS
" 83 0 

Canadian 
River

"tfx 2266 

For area information, contact Canadian 

the Canadian Texas Chamber of GENE HOWE WMA 

Commerce, 806/323-6234, www.  
canadiantx.org; and the Miami Miami 83 

Chamber of Commerce, www. To To 
miamitexas.org. Pampa I-40 
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AUTUMN TRAILS 

Winnsboro Area and Daingerfield State Park 
REES ABOUND IN THIS NORTHEAST CORNER OF TEXAS.  
Start in historic downtown Winnsboro with lunch at Brewbaker's 

Restaurant and Pub, which serves a wide selection of salads and deli 

sandwiches, or try an Angus steak or barbecue dinner at Double C Steakhouse 

& Saloon (as I always say, save room for pie). Stop by the Chamber of Commerce 

on Broadway for maps of three driving routes likely to serve up good fall color, 
courtesy of the local Autumn Trails Committee. Or just drive out to Lake Winns

boro along Big Sandy Creek, a tributary of the Sabine River, and pick up a bucket 

of chicken at the Lake Store Marina Grill. Drop a line in the lake and enjoy fall 

color while you nibble and wait for largemouth bass and catfish to do the same.  

Just west of Daingerfield, Eva and Sid Greer preserved the hardwood trees 

on their working guest farm and added several varieties of maples and tulip 

poplars, members of the magnolia family. These, Sid says, turn "the brightest 

yellow you ever saw in your life," and along with the maples, red oaks, white 

oaks, and cottonwoods, can set up quite an impressive fall show at the farm.  

By request, Chef Eva, a graduate of the Art Institute of Houston's Culinary 

Arts program, serves gourmet cuisine that reflects her upbringing in Belize, 
European parents, and the Greers' own world travels. Sid and Eva teach 

"Farm to Fork" cooking classes as well. Guests can hike one of several forest 

trails on the farm, or just sit and soak up the fall color from the porch of one 

of four log cabins overlooking a stocked lake. If you want to explore the area, 
nearby Los Pinos Ranch Vineyards offers tours and wine tastings, and fea

tures live jazz in the dining room on weekend nights.  

Daingerfield State Park, two miles east of town on Texas 49, includes an 

80-acre lake lined with colorful sweetgum, southern red oak, water oak, 
buckeye, hickory, and red maple set against 

A painterly take on Daingerfield always-green northeast Texas pines. On calm 

State Park, which offers boat rentals days, the lake reflects the color, making for 

year round on an 80-acre lake. unforgettable photographs. The park offers 

picnicking, camping, swimming, fishing, hik
ing, and boating, and rents pedal boats and canoes. Rustling Leaves Nature 

Trail circles two-and-one-half miles around the CCC-built lake-look for 
squirrel, fox, armadillo, rabbit, deer, and beaver. The CCC also constructed 

the five-bedroom Bass Lodge, which overlooks the water and sleeps 12.  

Humans first settled in this area in prehistoric times. Then, in 1542, Span

ish explorer Hernando de Soto's expedition passed through. Two hundred 

years later, the French established a trading post, and during the Civil War, 
the region became an iron industrial center, exporting guns and other items.  

Forests depleted by sawmills before World War II have recovered some of 

their grandeur, for which fall foliage enthusiasts can be grateful.  

To reach Daingerfield State Park from Daingerfield, drive e 
two miles east on Texas 49 to Park Road 17. Call 903/645

2921; www.tpwd.state.  

tx.us. Greer Farm is west UOH67 271 67 

of Daingerfield, at 1444 SPINGS OUNT 
30 Lake PL SANT 259 

CR 1125, 903/645-3232; )7 Bob . a 
g O :.. Damngerfield 

www.greerfarm.com. F n "" 1 

Contact the Winnsboro WbLake PTTS G DA NGERFIELD 

Area Chamber of Com- ~ w Winnsboro STATE PARK 

merce at 903/342-3666; To ,e P es 

www.winnsboro.com. For 
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Copper Breaks State Park 
HIS SECLUDED, CROWD-FREE PARK TUCKS INTO THE 

southeastern corner of the Panhandle, 12 miles south of Quanah.  

It served as home to Native Americans beginning 10,000 years 

ago, and more recently was the specific realm of Kiowa and Comanche.  

Cynthia Ann Parker, captured by the Comanche at Fort Parker (near Waco) 

as a child, was recaptured as an adult at the nearby Pease River Battle 

Site. She did not readjust well and reportedly died a few years after being 

reunited with her relatives, but her half

Comanche son, Quanah Parker, became the ABOvE: CasAng away at Lake 

tribe's last great war chief. Copper Breaks, home to bass, 

The park's many diversions include camp- catfish, perch, crappie, and carp.  

ing, picnicking, almost 10 miles of mountain

bike trails, a 3.5-mile equestrian trail, hiking, and monthly star walks from 

April to October. Swim, boat, and fish on Lake Copper Breaks; you can 

also fish in a small, spring-fed pond. Nine members of the official Texas 
Longhorn herd reside here, including one that reaches right through the 

fence to give visitors a kiss, according to lead ranger Wendell Barberee.  

Grass- and mesquite-covered mesas, juniper breaks, and rust-colored 

mini-canyons and arroyos, some sporting visible gray-green streaks of 

raw copper, enliven the park's rugged terrain. Colorful soapberry, china

berry, hackberry, and cottonwoods, which concentrate at the Cottonwood 

Grove picnic area and near the swimming beach, provide a fall palette dom

inated by yellow. Color typically peaks around the first of November, de
pending, as always, on weather conditions. Many birds, including mead

owlarks, quail, owls, flickers, kites, hawks, great blue herons, and ducks, 
live in the park. You might also spot bobcats, porcupines, coyotes, and 

the occasional horned toad.  

OKL OM\ 
River 

Copper Breaks State Park isRie 
on Texas 6 between Quanah 287 Quanah 

and Crowell, 940/839-4331; www.  
COPPER BREAKS VERNON .  

tpwd.state.tx.us. For area information, STATE PARKTo 

contact the Quanah Chamber of Wichita 

Commerce, 940/663-2222; www. Crowell 
quanahnet.com/coc/main.htm.  
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McKittrick Canyon 
%HIS ICONIC CANYON IS ONE OF THE BEST-KNOWN SPOTS 

in Guadalupe Mountains National Park for unique and reliable fall 
foliage. McKittrick's most famous residents-stands of bigtooth 

maple-create splashes of bright red, yellow, and orange. Velvet ash also 
colors the canyon, along with flameleaf sumac.  

Foliage color in McKittrick Canyon ABOVE AND RIGHT: Whether bordering 

typically peaks around the end of October a view of a mountain peak, or flanking 
or the early part of November. Generally ponderosa pines, McKittrick Canyon's 
mild weather-temperatures in the 60s brilliant bigtooth maples steal the 
during the day--make this a great time to show in autumn. The most impressive 
visit no matter what the reason. concentration of maples begins a 

Walk the canyon trail, which is well- couple of miles in on the canyon trail.  
marked and maintained and, for the first 

few miles, a relatively moderate and flat hike. The best area for color, says 
ranger Michael Haynie, lies about two and a half miles in, and you'll find the 
best concentration of maples from there to the Grotto, a picnic area featuring 

an alcove with dripstone formations. Haynie encourages folks to hike among 
the brilliant hues all the way to the Grotto and back, a seven-mile round trip.  
Farther on, the trail starts to climb McKittrick Ridge, and the hike becomes 
more strenuous (always carry plenty of water). Those who make the invest

ment, though, are rewarded with views of amazing color in the canyon. T 

The McKittrick Canyon Visitor Center is N E Wv M E X c Co 
accessible from the McKittrick Canyon 
entrance road, which lies seven miles north GUADALUPE 

of Pine Springs Visitor Center and headquarters. MOUNTAINS rPine 
NATIONAL PARK pg s 

The park offers tent and RV camping at Pine Springs; ad os 

lodging is available in Van Horn, about 60 miles sumac.  
ElPao aot 0 mls et.E Ps Salt To 

south, or in E sb tik west. E Flat Van Horn 

Call 915/828-3251; www.nps.gov/gumo. & -10 

Austin writer MErLSSA GASKLL, an avid hiker, loves Texas woods in thetll, 

especially since the temperature is usually well below 100 degrees.  

To order a print of either photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.  
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A journey to Matagorda Island, the pearl of Texas' 
coastal island chain, is not an adventure to be contemplated lightly. The 

island exists in its natural state-uninhabited, undeveloped, and approachable only by boat

guaranteeing that your trip will include all the benefits and surprises of a deserted island get

away. First, you must gather the essentials-food, water, shelter, and transport. Then, after nego

tiating the channels and submerged sandbars of Espiritu Santo Bay and landing on the island's 

shores, be prepared to indulge in lulls of complete inactivity, astonishing moments of beauty, 

and long stretches of contentment.

But if you're not quite ready to cross over 

to the "wild side," you can tackle a more 

roundabout route to the Matagorda Island 

experience-one that offers a warm-up 

to the wilder attributes-by sampling the 

offerings available bayside.  

Calhoun County, home to Matagorda 

Island and the peninsular coastal plains 

surrounded by San Antonio, Espiritu 

Santo, Lavaca, and Matagorda bays, has 

long been considered the Texas angler's 

best-kept secret. But the region offers a 

whole lot more to do than just drop a line 

in the channels and shallows. You'll find 

the amenities and activities throughout 

the county's golden triangle-Port Lavaca, 

Seadrift, and Port O'Connor-to be com

fortable, tasty, and inspired.  

Great birding opportunities abound 

throughout Calhoun County, making it 

a favored destination for life-listers. The 

county harbors more than 400 species of 

resident and migratory birds and offers 

dozens of ideal birding sites. The For

mosa Wetlands Walkway and Alcoa Bird

ing Tower along the Lavaca Bay shores 

in Port Lavaca (the county seat) provide 

an easy and relaxed way to spy such wet

land and shorebird species as American 

oystercatchers, clapper rails, and ospreys.  

The walkway-2,200 feet long and made 

entirely out of recycled plastic-and its 

octagonal tower allow you to explore the 

surrounding saltmarsh environment with

out getting your feet wet. Be sure to pick 

up a free bird checklist at the nearby Bauer 

Community Center, located across Smith 

Road from the walkway and next to the 

Halfmoon Reef Lighthouse.  

www.texashighways.com

- -X 

MATAGORDA MEANS "THICK BRUSH" IN 

SPANISH, AND THE ISLAND'S TANGLE OF PRICKLY 

PEAR, MESQUITE, CORDGRASS, AND THISTLE 

EVENTUALLY GIVE WAY TO LOW-LYING DUNES 

SPIKED WITH SEA OAT S AND SNOUTBE AN VINE.  

FACING PAGE: Approximately two miles from the northeast end of Matagorda Island, the 1852 Matagorda 

Island lighthouse still serves as a beacon for visitors. ABOVE: Made of recycled plastic, the Formosa 
Wetlands Walkway in Port Lavaca offers birders hassle-free opportunities to observe area shorebirds.  
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The Halfmoon Reef Lighthouse, in

stalled in 1858 along the eastern side of 

nearby Matagorda Bay, once signaled safe 

passage to mariners sailing into the bays 

from the Gulf of Mexico. The lighthouse 

weathered nearly a century of storms 

until 1942, when a hurricane collapsed the 

walkway around the perimeter, leaving the 

structure sagging above the waterline. Lo

cals Henry Smith and Bill Bauer purchased 

the salvage and moved it to their dredging 

36 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I NOVEMBER 2011

business, where it could serve as living 

quarters for the company's night watch

man. Thirty-six years later, the Bauers do

nated Halfmoon to the Calhoun County 

Historical Commission. Restored and 

transported to its present site next to the 

Bauer Community Center, the Halfmoon 

now serves as a museum and welcoming 

beacon for visitors.  

In addition to Halfmoon, Port Lavaca fea

tures another relic of the area's lighthouse

For more on 

history-the re- CalhounCounty 
markable Fresnel shopping and 

lens once used in dining, see 
the lighthouse on texashighways.  

Matagorda Island. com/webextra.  
The iron light
house still stands 

on the island, but its lens, a massive, four

sided array of prisms arranged in concen

tric circles around a convex lens called a 

"bulls-eye," is housed at the Calhoun 

www.texashighways.com
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MATAGORDA IS BOTH PARADISE AND EXILE 

AT ONCE, ISOLATED, ABSENT OF HUMANS AND 

INDUSTRY, AND RUN ROUGHSHOD BY ALL 

MANNER OF NATURAL THINGS.

County Museum. The lens began serving 

the lighthouse in 1873 and was actually its 

third lens, remaining in service until 1977.  

You can see this magical work of glass up 

close, alongside other exhibits of local lore.  

The short distances between communi

ties around Calhoun County make negotiat

ing the region simple and convenient. Travel 

time from Port Lavaca south to Seadrift and 

San Antonio Baytakes less than halfan hour.  

particularly active during shrimping and 

oyster seasons, surprises first-time visitors 

with its display of unusual art. German

artist and part-time Sea

drift resident Dieter Er

hard has transformed a 

shrimp boat into an art 

museum featuring works 

rT constructed from metal, 

plastics, and concrete.  

The "Art Boat," perma

nently dry-docked along

side Texas 185 and Broad

way, maintains its boat

' A like form but has creative 

enhancements. Erhard 

founded Art Center Sea

N drift and completed his 

Art Boat and the sur
arounding sculpture park 

in 2001. The museum 

ABOVE: few cars are allowed on Mata- and studio hours are dic
gorda island, so visitors explore by tated by Erhard's travel 
foot or by bicycle. Not far from the schedule, but you can see 
lighthouse, a cluster of World War I-era the center's outdoor sculp
buildings recalls the island's history as tures year round.  
a bombing and gunnery range. RIGHT: Another work of art, 
Some folks come for the fishing; others however unintentional, 
come for the seafood. In Seadrift, a spot is Seadrift's waterfront.  
called Bubba's offers a classic (messy, Although modest in size 
spicy, delicious) seafood boil. with spartan facilities, 

the waterfront's form 

www.texashighways.com

follows its function, accommodating a 

lively seafood trade once common along 

the entire Texas coastline. Labor domi

nates here as Seadrift shrimpers, oyster

men, and crabbers line up their boats along 

the waterfront piers and assemble crab 

traps, repair shrimp nets, and clean oyster 

tongs. Seadrift's waterfront highlights the 

admirable qualities of hard work, done by 

hand and in earnest, set against the mer

curial whims of the natural world where 

a living must be dredged, caught, or 

trapped, then strong-armed from the Gulf.  

Spared the aspects of large-scale industry 

found in bigger ports elsewhere, Seadrift

A 41 

oea
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illustrates a 19th-Century provincialism 

in which the individual fisherman and his 

boat prevail.  

Spicy seafood cooking also makes a show 

in Seadrift, and seafood lovers who crave an 

old-fashioned Cajun "boiling pot" should 
head to Bubba's Cajun-Style Seafood. Sur

rounded by a hand-painted mural and 

coastal oddities like barnacle-encrusted 

sunglasses and fishing reels dredged from 

the Gulf of Mexico, Bubba Hall and his wife, 
Sylvia, serve up fresh shrimp, crawfish, oys

ters in season, and killer Boudin balls along 

with an assortment of other entrees, all 

doused with plenty of Cajun flavor. Coooh! 

(a c'est bon! Bubba's opened in July of 2010 

and has quickly become a favorite watering 

hole for Seadrift locals as well as visitors.  

Adventurers who ar ready 
to mount a Matagorda Island expedition 

should travel the 20-minute route from 

Seadrift to Port O'Connor. Port 0, with 

Matagorda Bay on one side and Espiritu 

Santo Bay on the other, is the preferred 

departure point for the island. This small 

fishing community offers several overnight

accommodations, a ter
rific shrimp burrito 

from Josie's Mexican 

Restaurant & Cantina, 
and a small grocery 

store where you can 

stock up on supplies.  
Port O also harbors 

plenty of fishing guides 
for hire, including resi

dent salty dog Captain 

Bob Hill, who will ferry 
you and your gear to and 

from Matagorda Island.  

Stay for a day of beach

combing or a week of 

camping, and Captain 

Bob can keep you in ice, 
bait, and provisions. He 

will also rent and trans

port mountain bikes to 
the island along with 

your gear; an advisable option as biking is 

the only way to traverse the island interior 

other than on foot. After arriving at the 

island's north dock, you'll find a modest but 

tidy campground with shaded picnic tables 

and fire rings. A network of flat jeep roads, 
easily negotiable by bicycle, radiate from 

the campground to all parts of the island, 
including the short, two-mile jaunt to the 

Matagorda Island lighthouse.  

In the orderly sequence of barrier islands 

that line the Texas Gulf coast, Matagorda 

Island lies midway, following San Jos4 

Island in the northward link and stretching 

38 miles to Pass Cavallo. Landside of the 

island, across the fecund waters of Espiritu 

Santo Bay, Port O's resident anglers are apt 

to tell you that the fishing is better else

where. Don't believe them. Back seaward 

and throughout the island, rainwater fresh

ets and brackish wallows pock a landscape 

of dense scrub. Matagorda means "thick 

brush" in Spanish, and the island's tangle of 

prickly pear, mesquite, cordgrass, and this

tle eventually give way to low-lying dunes 

spiked with sea oats and snoutbean vine.  

Beyond the dunes, the Gulf of Mexico

ABOVE: In Seadrift, eclectic German artist and part-time Seadrift resident Dieter Erhard made waves when he transformed a former shrimp boat into an art museum. RIGHT 

Visitors to the Calhoun County Museum in Port Lavaca can see the Matagorda Island lighthouse's spectacular Fresnel "bulls-eye"lens, which remained in service until 1977.
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ISLAND, PORT C'-, 

RESIDENT ANGLE R' 

ARE APT TO TELL YOU 

THAT THE FISHING G 

IS BETTER ELSEWHERE, 

DO'T BEDEV T H EM

crests and troughs as far as the eye can 

see. Matagorda is both paradise and exile 

at once, isolated, absent of humans and 

industry, and run roughshod by all man

ner of natural things including jackrabbits, 
roseate spoonbills, coyotes, hurricanes, 
mosquitoes, snakes, herons. and a corpulent 

alligator named, not surprisingly, La Gorda.  

Matagorda Island once served as tempo

rary home to the Karankawas, Cabeza de 

Vaca, and the Frenchman La Salle, whose 

shipwreck, La Belle, was discovered in 1995 

and excavated in shallow waters nearby. By 

1852, a bustling shipping lane traversed 

Pass C avallo off the island's northern tip.  

Ships, on their way to service the port of 

Indianola in Matagorda Bay, occasionally 

ran aground, so the federal government 

installed the Matagorda Island lighthouse

40 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I NOVEMBER 2011

to guide them through the Pass. The iron 

lighthouse, originally 55 feet tall and assem

bled in sections, was completed by the end 

of 1852; engineers added another 24 feet 

shortly thereafter. It withstood nature's 

battering for the next decade before falling 
victim :o the Civil War. Confederate sol

diers, ordered to blow un the lighthouse, 
succeeded in damaging the foundation and 

several of the iron sections. Shortly after :he 

war, the damaged lighthouse, in danger of 

succumbing to the surF, was disassembled 

then repaired and reassembles two miles 

inland with a modified stature of 92 feet. By 

1873, the lighthouse was operational, just in 

time for the hurricane of 1875, which swept 

the thriving nearby port of Incianola into 

the sea. The lighthouse, however, survived.  

Today, an automated beacon, triggered by 

www.texashighways.com
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Calhoun County
FOR GENERAL information about activities, 
lodging, and restaurants on the Calhoun County 
peninsula, including tours of (or access to) Mata
gorda Island, call the Calhoun County and Port 
Lavaca Chamber of Commerce; 800/556-PORT; 
www.portlavacatx.org.  

Other general sources of information include the 
Seadrift Chamber of Commerce, 361/ 237-0406; 
www.seadriftchamber.com, and the Port O'Connor 
Chamber of Commerce, 361/983-2898; www.  
portoconnorchamber.org.  

To learn more about visiting Matagorda Island 
(now operated as a wildlife management area by 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as a unit of Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge), see www.tpwd.state.  
tx.us and www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/texas/ 

aransas/matagorda.html.  

Attractions 

The Halfmoon Reef Lighthouse is at 2300 N.  
Texas 35 (at TX 238 S.) in Port Lavaca. Call 361/ 
552-1234.  

The Calhoun County Museum is at 301 S. Ann 
in Port Lavaca. Call 361/ 553-4689; www.calhoun 
countymuseum.org.  

The Art Center Seadrift and Art Boat is at 602 
W. Broadway in Seadrift. See www.artcenter

seadrift.com.

ToeVictoria 
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WILDLIFxo 

I" REFUGE C Guf o 
Mexico

Restaurants 

Josie's Mexican Restaurant & Cantina is at 610 
W. Adams in Port O'Connor. Call 361/ 983-4720.  

Bubba's Cajun-Style Seafood is at 1142 Texas 185 
East in Seadrift. Call 361/ 785-2645.  

Adventure and Lodging 
Captain Bob Hill's Port O'Connor Charters offers 
fishing trips throughout the region, kayak rentals, 
and a guest house in Port O'Connor. Call 361/983
4325; www.fishportoconnor.com.  

Reel Time Lodging and Guide Service offers 
fishing trips throughout the region and a motel 
in Seadrift. Call 888/309-3442; www.reeltime 
lodging.com.

Since 1935, members of the Clark family 

have owned and operated Clark's Marina in 

Port O'Connor. Today. the business includes 
a 21-room hotel, a bail shop and boat ramp, 
a restaurant, and a gift shop. See www.  
theinnatclarks.com-.  

the onset of dusk, beams from the light

house's lens room.  

Much like the lighthouse, Matagorda 

Island has endured against odds both natu

ral and human-made. Seamen, shipwrecks, 
soldiers, ranchers. and the U. S. Air Force 

made human intervention an important 

part of the island's past. In 1942 the military 

took over the island, creating the Matagorda 

Bombing and Gunnery Range, constructing 

runways, cement bunkers, spotting towers, 

www.texashighway s.com

and more than 40 buildings. Some of the 

structures remain, serving as research sta

tions and maintenance facilities for both the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Today, the 

entire island and all of its natural inhabitants, 
including the endangered whooping crane, 
find protection under the National Wildlife 

Refuge system. Managed by a cooperative 

agreement between the state and federal 

governments, Matagorda Island has become 

a destination for anglers, naturalists, and 

biologists as well as a safe haven for the flora 

and fauna populating its shores.  

Whether you've come for an adventure 

or merely to set up shade alongside the 

wetland waters to spend the afternoon

counting herons and egrets, Matagorda 

Island will oblige. But if the list of duties 
you left behind begins to disrupt the long, 
languid hours spent doing much about 

nothing; or if the bay breezes, warm sun 

and isolation have left you disoriented 

and feeling a bit shipwrecked, don't worry.  

Come evening, as darkness falls across the 

island, the soothing rhythm of the light

house beacon pulses like the island's heart

beat, signaling the way back home. TH 

Writer and outdoors enthusiast E. DAN KLEPPER 

lives in Marathon, where he exhibits his art and 

photography at Klepper Gallery. He is the author 

and photographer of the book 100 Classic Hikes 

in Texas (The Mountaineers Books, 2009).  
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D e stin atonn With a growing collection of landmarks, Irving 
adds new character to its master-planred past.
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Text by CHARLES LOH R MANN 

Photographs by J. GRIFFIN SMITH
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ESPITE THE BEST EFFORTS OF LOCAL BOOSTERS, 
Irving is similar to most suburban cities (and they 

are cities in their own right) in that it battles an 

identity crisis. In the Dallas-Fort Worth region of 

North Texas, this is a particularly potent challenge because 

of the two eccentrically aggressive and wildly different an

chor cities vying for supremacy.  

On a recent visit, I'm considering this identity issue as I 

study the larger-than-life bronze sculpture of someone who 

probably never suffered even the most fleeting moments of 

identity crisis: Byron Nelson.  

Nelson achieved professional golf's pinnacle of performance 

www.texashighways.com
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(Irving)...

y.

in 1945 with 11 major tournament victories 

in a row, and 18 tournament victories for the 

season. Now, he posthumously burnishes 

his legend by lending his fabled name to the 

annual golf tournament that unfurls each 

year along the manicured lawns and fair

ways of Irving's Four Seasons Resort and 

Club. Nelson's bronze form stands casually, 
one hand resting on his golf club, as if ready 

for a conversation about his favorite game.  

The sculpture stands one-and-a-half times 

life size, but if artist Robert Summers had 

www.texashighways.com

created the likeness in the A rornze e te deedary 

same scale as the reverence Byron Nelson greets fellow golfers 

which Nelson's memory to the Four Seasons Resort and Club, 
evokes, the sculpture would where an a iual tournament-named 
have to stand several stories for Nelson-takes place each spring.  

high. Nelson's legacy is 

washed with waves of adulation (you'll find a modest museum 

dedicated to his accomplishments in a building just a chip shot 

away). And what better place for his likeness to stand guard 

than over a golf course, with the names of tc-rnament winners 

(Tiger Woods in 1997, for example) literally etched in stone

pink Texas granite-in the surrounding monument.  

The great force of reverence for Byron Nelson endures and 

casts its spell over the Four Seasons. But not far away, there 

is no evidence of another sports-world landmark with which 

Irving was long identified: Texas Stadium. That's because 

If Byron Nelson's likeness had been 
created in the same scale as the 
reverence which the golf titan's 
memory evokes, the sculpture would 
have to sta-d several stories high.
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(Irving)...

Consider a stop at Big State Drug, a 
local landmark that dates back to the 
decades before suburbs sprang from 
master-planned communities.  

America's Team, the Dallas Cowboys, pulled up stakes and 

moved a few miles away to another city that doesn't want to 

be called a suburb. In that new billion-dollar, world-wonder 

of a stadium in Arlington, the mega-video system itself is 

reported to have cost more than the entirety of Irving's 

Texas Stadium when it was built more than 40 years ago.  

But in true Texas promotional style, Irving managed to wring 

one last flash of glory out of Texas Stadium by staging an im

plosion (in April 2010) that featured an all-star cast, including 

sports commentator Chris Berman, several Cowboys players, 
and the man behind the Cowboys' move from Irving, Jerry 

Jones himself. Thousands watched from the freeways that 

ringed the site as the stadium slowly collapsed into a cloud of 

smoke (you can see the video on YouTube and elsewhere).  

Before the big day, Kraft Foods even managed an essay contest 

promoting its "Cheddar Explosion" product, and the young 

winner helped push the button to set off the explosions.  THOUGH IT IS NO LONGER POSSIBLE TO SEE 
the Cowboys play here, Irving still boasts one of 

its original attractions, the sculpturally signifi

cant Mustangs of Las Colinas. Since the bronze 

monument was installed more than 25 years ago, the nine 

horses have appeared to race across the granite-paved plaza,

4a 

4 t -// o, 

7a 

x. /

splashing through the stream built to accommodate them.  

The museum dedicated to explaining the history of the 

Mustangs sculpture invites a visit to survey the surpris

ingly numerous variations of models (47 in all) and sketches 

made by sculptor Robert Glen as he designed, sculpted, 
cast, and finally installed the nine horses in the final sculp

tural installation in 1984.  

"They're an extraordinary group of horses," comments Jed 

Morse, curator at Dallas' Nasher Sculpture Center. "I remem

berthe first time I saw the sculpture as ateenager. Public sculp

ture," he adds, "not only enhances the visual environment, 
but also speaks to who we are at a particular moment in time." 

Inside the museum, the mustangs come alive, so to speak, 
through Glen's drawings and models, as well as through a 

gallery of his other wildlife sculpture. Glen, born in Kenya 

of Scottish ancestry, long 

The National Scouting Museum draws ago dedicated his career 

cubs, scouts, and scouters (and even to sculpting African wild

a few girl scouts) to compete on the life. Once the scale for 
mini-soapbox derby track, installed the Mustangs was final

next to the laser target range. ized, casting the horses
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demanded several more 

months, followed by ship

ping the individual com

ponents to Texas and re

assembling them in the 

plaza where they gallop 

in perpetuity through the 
ever-running stream.

By casting Boy Scouts as iconic fig
ares of all-American life, artist and 
illustrator Norman Rockwell created 

some of scouting's most memorable 

images. As a result, Irving's National 
Scouting Museum holds a major col

lection of Rockwell's work.

Irving is not really known as an art destination, but one 

of America's most easily identifiable artist-illustrators

Normar_ Rockwell-has taken up figurative residence in the 

National Scouting Museum. The National Scouting Museum 

holds a major collection of Norman Rockwell's work be

cause dozens of Rockwell's popular paintings feature Boy 

Scouts in now-classic images of everyday life in the United 

States. Despite Rockwell's fame, many of the young mu

seum visitors seem to hurry through the Rockwell gallery 

on the way to the shooting gallery or the toy-scale race

track, both of which invite hands-on participation. On 

my visits to the museum, it seems like the girls often out

shoot the boys anc the racecars they choose fly along
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(Irving)...

the course faster. So this museum is definitely not "boys-only." 

Jim Dunkley, a volunteer docent and charter member of the 

museum, observes, "The museum exchanges about one-third 

of its Rockwell collection each year, and some visitors come 

just to spend time in that gallery. I have a great appreciation 

for all the artifacts," he adds, " and I'm particularly interested 

in the way technology has changed camping." 

modestly scaled, with a cluster of early 20th-Cen

NOT FAR AWAY, 
IRVING'S 

HISTORIC 
DISTRICT 

IS 

tury buildings assembled on a block known as 

Irving Heritage Park. But before reviewing the early 

history, it's important to consider a stop at Big State Drug, a local 

landmark that dates back to the decades before suburbs sprang 

from master-planned communities. And Big State is clearly the 

center of a community all its own. Don't feel out of place just 

because the waitress doesn't automatically know your order, as 

is the case with many regulars you'll see gathering in the bright 

purple booths or perched on stools along the colorful counter.  

There's enough ambient friendliness to go around.  

I am not brave enough to tackle the Texas Tombstone, a calori

cally-charged cholesterol bomb of a double bacon cheeseburger 

that seems slightly out of place on the menu of a drugstore lunch 

counter adjacent to a pharmacy. But logic is not something to be 

followed too faithfully when ordering lunch. I apologetically or
der a salad with grilled chicken and am happy with the decision.  

Following the Big State Drug experience, it's only a short 

stroll down the block-long, pedestrian-friendly shopping 

street to the Heritage Park, where historical markers explain 

that Irving was established as a railroad town early in the 1900s.  

The master-planned commu

nity of Las Colinas came much One of the 47 models created 

later-in the 1970s-but that de- in the development of The 

velopment is virtually synony- Mustangs of Las Colinas. Models 

mous with Irving. New projects are on display, along with Robert 

continue to take shape, particu- Glen's bronzes of African wildlife 

larly around the 112-acre Lake in the Mustangs Museum Exhibit.

www.texashighways.com
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Irving 
FOR INFORMATION about Irving, contact the Irving Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, 500 W. Las Colinas Blvd., 972/252-7476; 
www.irvingtexas.com.  

National Scouting Museum, 1329 West Walnut Hill Lane, 
972/580-2100; www.bsamuseum.org.  

Big State Drug, 100 E. Irving Blvd. 972/254-1521; 
www.bigstatedrug.com.  

Irving Heritage Society is headquartered in the Irving Heritage 
House, 303 S. O'Connor St., 972/252-3838; www.irvingheritage.  
corn. Irving Heritage Park is located at the intersection of Irving 
Blvd. and Main St.  

Irving Arts Center, 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd., 972/252-2787; 
www.irvingartscenter.com.  

The Mustangs of Las Colinas and Museum Exhibit, 5205 
N. O'Connor Drive, Suite 155, 972/869-9047; www.mustangs 
oflascolinas.com.  

Gondola Cruises, 357 W. Fork, 866/646-2064; www.gondola.com.  

Carolyn, a flood-control project adjacent to the Trinity River.  

In a quirky adaptation of a Venetian tradition, the lake offers 

gondola rides, which admittedly are more popular for special 

occasions than with the casual tourist.  

As it adds museums, restaurants, performance venues, and 

interesting attractions, Irving builds character into its master

planned past. Its new convention center is a flashy architec

tural accomplishment that affords views of the lake and the 

prairie-city-skyline beyond. And this reminds me that Irving 

is more than simply an incidental destination. TH 

_LL for -H- ARS LOHIRMANN confirmed his Eagle Scout certifi

cate on a visit to the National Scouting Museum. TH Photography Ed

itor G RIFF SMITH embraced the challenge of getting the best light on 

The Mustangs of Las Colinas, because the setting in the plaza means 

the sculpture is shielded fi-om early-morning and late-afternoon light.  
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Caddo Country

ong buried beneath mysterious earthen 
mounds and lost within dense forests and hidden 

glades, remnants of an ancient mound-building civilization 

have slowly come to light in the Piney Woods of East Texas. In 

recent decades, archeologists, historians, and the descendants 

of this Native American culture have unearthed, chronicled, 

and retold the centuries-old story of the Caddo tribes.  

Before Europeans set foot in the 

region, the Caddo lived in stratified 

societies ruled by theocratic elites. The 

most highly developed culture in pre

historic Texas, the Caddo established 

elaborate civic and ceremonial centers, 

building imposing mounds capped 

with thatched-grass temples. They 

were also industrious farmers, exas owes its very name to the 
friendly, welcoming nature 

superb potters, shrewd of the Caddo. When Spanish 
explorers encountered Caddo 

traders, respected warriors, tribes in East Texas in the late 
1600s, the Caddo called them "Tayshas," 

and canny diplomats. meaning friends or allies. Pronouncing 
the word Tejas, the Spanish named the 

territory "the kingdom of Tejas," giving 

birth to the name "Texas" and the state 

motto, "Friendship." 

Intrigued by the Caddo legacy in East 

Texas, I explore the Caddo territory, 
traveling from Caddo Mounds State His

toric Site and Mission Tejas State Park to 

Nacogdoches, "the oldest town in Texas," 

which is replete with Caddo sites, and 

finally to Caddo Lake State Park.  

My journey into Caddo country follows 

Texas 21, which in turn follows the route 

52 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I NOVEMBER 2011

of El Camino Real de los Tejas. Designated 

a National Historic Trail, El Camino Real 

meanders across Texas from western Lou

isiana to Mexico. Historians describe this 

"King's Highway" as a braided trail with 

branching tributaries that once connected 

missions and presidios of the Spanish 

Empire. Much of El Camino Real traces 

Native American trails, including a Caddo 

trail established in East Texas before the 

Spanish arrived.  

As I approach Caddo Mounds State 

Historic Site, six miles southwest of Alto 

and near the Neches River, dense pine for

est gives way to a pocket of prairie domi

nated by three grassy mounds that once 

served as ceremonial and burial sites.  

Known to archeologists as the George C.  

Davis Site, Caddo Mounds is one of the 

most thoroughly studied Native American 

sites in Texas.  

"This is the only preserved Caddo 

mound site in Texas that is open to the 

public," says site manager Jennifer 

Price. The Texas Historical Commission 

acquired the 93-acre former state park in 

2008 and quadrupled its size to 393 acres 

two years later.  

"The Caddo were part of the mound

building tradition of Native Americans 

who lived in the Southeast and Midwest 

more than a thousand years ago," adds 

Price. Caddo Mounds was the south

westernmost ceremonial center of early 

Caddo mound builders who settled here 

around A.D. 800 and then left the area for 

unknown reasons some 500 years later.  

When Europeans arrived in the area in 

the late-17th Century, mound building 

had ceased, and the local Caddo, known 

as the Hasinai, lived in dispersed villages, 
hamlets, and farmsteads.  

ABOVE: A carved stone effigy pipe unearthed 
during excavations of the George C. Davis site 

at Caddo Mounds. RIGHT: Avocational arche
ologist Tom Middlebrook examines a Caddo 

ceramic bottle (a vessel with a constricted neck) 
from a site near Nacogdoches.  

www.texashighways.com
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Caddo Country

The Hasinai of the Neches and Ange

lina River valleys comprised one of three 

allied Caddo groups linked by language, 
culture, and kinship. The largest group, 
the Kadohadacho, lived along the Great 

Bend of the Red River. The third group, 
the Natchitoches (NAH-ka-tish), dwelled 

along the Red River in western Louisi

ana. European and American chroniclers 

eventually referred to all the various 

groups as simply "Caddo." 

At the Caddo Mounds visitor 
center, I view interpretive 

exhibits, dioramas, a film 

clip in which members of 

the Caddo Nation discuss 

their culture, and artifacts unearthed 

at the site, including ceramic vessels, 
effigy pipes, ear spools, necklaces, beads, 
stone tools, projectile points, and a 

magnificent, 19-inch ceremonial blade.  

Decorative objects made from Gulf Coast 

seashells and copper from the Great 

Lakes region suggest the Caddo devel

oped far-reaching trade networks.  

Eager to see the mounds-the only 

visible remnants of a once-flourishing 

community of several hundred Caddo 

who lived in beehive-shaped, thatched

grass houses-I hop on Price's four

wheeler for a ride along the site's self

guided trail. Our first stop is a burial 

mound containing the funereal remains 

of Caddo elite. Continuing along the 

trail, we pause to view a depression, or 

"borrow pit," from which Caddo villagers 

hauled countless basket loads of soil to 

build ceremonial mounds such as the 

nearby Low Temple Mound.  

"Often, the chief, or 'Caddi,' lived near 

the low ceremonial mound," explains 

Price. "When a Caddi passed away, the 

Caddo burned his house, covered the spot 

with soil, and built another grass house 

Caddo folklore refers repeatedly to Caddo Lake, 
an area of great spiritual significance. Today, 
Caddo Lake State Park, located on Big Cypress 
Bayou, which feeds into the sprawling, 27,000
acre lake, offers a wealth of outdoor recreation.

nearby for a new chief. The mound was 

buil: up in stages and was used for cer

emcnies or religious events." 

The final mound, known as the High 

Temple Mound, looms above 

the highway. From 1939 to 

1941, archeologists at the 

University of Texas, funded 

by the Works Progress Ad

minis:ration, excavated it.  

Although still the largest of 
the three mounds, less than 

one third of the original 

mound remains intact.  

The Caddo Mounds State 

Historic Site attracts not only 

archeologists and sightse

ers, jut also members of 

the Caddo Nation in Binger, 
Oklahoma. Each October 

during the Caddo Culture 

Day celebration, the site 

comes alive with Caddo 

drumming, dancing, singing, 
storytelling, colorful outfits, 
and bow and pottery making.  

"This is a very emotional 

spot for members of the 

Caddo Nation," says Price.  

"This is their ancestral land, 
their source of pride."

www.texashighways.com

Diners at RiverBend Restaurant can 

savor plates of fried catfish, shrimp, and 
frog legs, as well as views of a placid 
bayou that feeds into Caddo Lake.  

Caddo% Pottery 
THE CADDO EXCELLED IN MAKING FINE 
pottery. The artistry of their exquisitely 
engraved, slipped, and incised ceramics rivals 
pottery from the Native American Southwest.  

Relatively few public museums in Texas dis

play Caddo pottery. One notable exception 
is the Gregg County Historical Museum in 
Longview, a short drive north of Nacogdoches.  
The Gregg County Historical Museum houses 
the Biddy Calvin Jones 

Caddo Collection, consist

ing of more than 10,000 
Caddo artifacts, including 
1,200 ceramic bowls, jars, 
and bottles (dating from 
ca. A D. 850 to A.D.1750).  
An archeologist with 

expertise in Caddo culture, 
Jones collected the artifacts while excavat

ing Caddo sites in northeast Texas in the 

1950s and 1960s. -Dole Weisman 
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also sense an ancient Caddo presence 

at Mission Te as State Park, six miles 

southeast of the Caddo Mounds site. off 

Texas 21. Tuckei away in the tall pines 

of Davy Crockett National Forest, this 

660-acre park charms visitors with shady 

campsites, upland trails, and several rustic 

structures. The park's centerpiece, a pine-log 

chapel constructed in 1934 by the Civilian 

Conservation Corps, commemorates Mis

sion San Francisco de los Tejas, established 

in 1690 somewhere near the park.  

"Mission Tejas was the first mission in 

the Spanish province of Tejas," explains 

John Tatum, a retired park ranger and 

former teacher. "-he original mission 
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-asted only three years. The padres 

:urned the mission and fled when the 

Caddo threatened to kill them in retri

,ution after an outbreak of smallpox." 

After we view the chapel, Tatum leads 

me on a half-mile walking tour to see 

traces of what was a branch of El Camino 

Real. "Yu're following in the footsteps of 

Sam Houston, Davy Crockett, Jim Bowie, 
and S ephen F. Austin," says Tatum as we 

hike through the woods. The trail leads 

to a grassy clearing, the former site of a 

village occupied by the Nabedache tribe 

(part of the Hasinai group) in the early

18th Century. (Nabedache means "place 

of the blackberry" in Caddo.)

That evening, 

after hiking a 

woodland trail 

around the park's 

pond, I drive 12 

miles to Alto for 

a hearty catfish

and-shrimp buffet 

at the Yellow 

Jacket Cafe and 

then return to

For books and 
resources on 

Caddo history 
and culture, see 
texashighways.  
coml/webextra.

my campsite at Mission Tejas. A norther 

blows in overnight, bringing cold drizzle 

at dawn. On the road again, I head east 

on Texas 21 to Nacogdoches, once a melt

ing pot of Caddo and Spanish cultures.  

www.texashighways.com



in Caddo, and it abounds with Caddo 

archeological sites. Hasinai hamlets once 

bordered Lanana Creek, which winds 

through the heart of town and is now 

paralleled by a hike-and-bike trail. Mound 

Street, named in the 18th Century for the 

Caddo mounds that lined the avenue, 

leads to 21-acre Washington Square, a 

premier mound center and the site of a 

prehistoric Caddo village.  

"Nacogdoches is dominated by the 

Washington Square mound site, which 

includes two ceremonial mounds and 

a burial mound-the most important 

Caddo site in Nacogdoches that has 

ever been excavated," says Middle

brook. The 700-year-old Reavely House 

burial mound straddles the front yard 

of a stately home by the square. The 

late Dr. James E. Corbin of Stephen F.  

Austin State University conducted ar

cheological investigations of the mound 

site in the early 1980s.  

LEFT: A "commemorative replica" of the 1690 
Mission San Francisco de los Tejas chapel, where 

Spanish padres attempted to convert area 

Caddo to Christianity, forms the centerpiece of 
Mission Tejas State Park. BELOW: The serene 
setting of the CCC-constructed chapel.

rom Nacogdoches, I drive north 

to visit a place of great spiritual 

significance to the Caddo

Caddo Lake. Straddling the Tex

as-Louisiana state line, Caddo 

Lake meanders across nearly 27,000 acres 

of mazelike sloughs, bayous, and wetlands.  

Texas' only naturally formed lake, Caddo 

Lake owes its existence to a massive log

jam-the "Great Raft" of the Red River that 

backed up waters into the Cypress Bayou 

watershed in the early 1800s. The Army 

Corps of Engineers broke up the logjam 

with explosives in the mid-1870s, gradu

ally draining the lake. A dam built in 1914 

eventually refilled and restored Caddo 

Lake to its present-day state.  

The Caddo Lake area was the beloved 

homeland of the Kadohadacho. According 

to Cecile Elkins Carter, author of Caddo 

Indians: Where We Come From, the lake 

figures prominently in Caddo legends, 

dances, and songs. One folktale describes 

a great flood that formed the storied lake 

as "water thrown up into the drift along 

the shore by a wind." 

Nowadays, Caddo Lake is a paradise for 

boaters, anglers, and birders, who flock 

to the 484-acre Caddo Lake State Park on 

Big Cypress Bayou. I consider staying in

Arriving at the Nacogdoches Visitors 

Center in the town's historic, red-brick

paved square, I meet Tom Middlebrook, a 

Nacogdoches native and avocational arche

ologist who has made significant s:hol

arly contributions to Caddo and Spanish 

Colonial archeology in East Texas.  

"Nacogdoches was the gateway to 

Spanish Texas," says Middlebrook as 

we view the local-history exhibits in the 

visitor center. "The Caddo came -o town 

and traded with the Spanish. Two hun

dred years ago this town was a hotbed 

of trade activity." 

Named for a Caddo village, Nacogdo

ches means "place of the persimmon" 
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one of the park's rustic, CCC-built 

cabins, but I camp beneath lofty pines 
after feasting on cornmeal-battered 

catfish and jalapeno hushpuppies at 
the nearby RiverBend Restaurant.  

At sunrise, I amble over to the bayou 
where mist floats over mocha-colored 

water and drifts among tall and craggy 
bald cypress trees. Before leaving, I stop 
by the park's visitor center to view a life
size diorama of a Kadohadacho woman 
gathering cane. I learn that some 20 
years ago archeologists discovered what 
some believe is the last Kadohadacho 

village in the Caddo's East Texas home
land at a site near the park. The village, 
known as Sha'childi'ni ("Timber Hill" in 
Caddo), was occupied from around 1800 
to the late 1830s. Artifacts unearthed 

at the site reveal that the Caddo had 
adopted American and European goods 
and technologies while still continuing 

their traditional pottery making.  

Contact with Western civiliza

tion brought the Caddo not only 

horses, guns, and metal tools, but 
also new dangers. Between 1690 and the 
early 1800s, smallpox and other deadly 
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In Alto, a fading rural at the intersection of 
US 69 anc Texas 21 pays tribe to the importance 
of the Cac do to the region's h story.  

diseases reduced the Caddo population 

by as nuch as 95 percent. Then, Anglo
American se-tlers swept the remaining 
Caddo out of their East Texas homeland 
in the late 1830s.  

"It's a tragic story," says Tom Middle

brook. The Caddo had their own version 
of the 'rail of Tears. They were pushed 
successively west to the Brazos River 

Reservation near Fort Worth and then 
out of Texas entirely in 1859 into Indian 
Territory in Oklahoma." 

The United States government rec

og-nized the Caddo as a single tribe in 
1874. Today, the Caddo Nation, with 
approximately 5,000 members, lives on 
in Oklahoma. Archeological discover

ies continue to shed new light on their 
ancien: civilization, and Caddo culture 

endures in art, craft, dance, and song.  
"Wiaen the Caddo come back to East 

Texas for events and ceremonies, they're 
returning to :heir original homeland," 

says Middle rook. "They know this is 
Caddo country." TH
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Exploring 
Caddo 
Country 
Caddo Mounds State Historic Site is 6 miles 
southwest of Alto, off Texas 21. Caddo Culture 

Day takes place Oct. 22, 2011. Call 936/858
3218; www.visitcaddomounds.com.  

Mission Tejas State Park is 21 miles northeast 
of Crockett and 12 miles southwest of Alto off 
Texas 21. Call 936/687-2394; www.tpwd.state.  
tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/missiontejas.  

Nacogdoches abounds with historic landmarks 
and Caddo sites. Call the Nacogdoches Conven
tion and Visitors Bureau at 888/653-3788 
or 936/564-7351; www.visitnacogdoches.org.  

Gregg County Historical Museum, at 214 N.  
Fredonia St. in Longview, displays a sampling 
of Caddo pottery and projectile points from 
the Buddy Calvin Jones Caddo Collection. Call 

903/753-5840; www.gregghistorical.org.  

Caddo Lake State Park is 14 miles northeast 
of Marshall and near the town of Karnack. Call 
903/679-3351; www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/ 
findadest/parks/caddo lake.  

while researching this article, Austin writer 
DALE WEISMAN gained a deep appreciation 

for the ingenuity, industry, and artistry of the 
Caddo people. TH staffphotographer KEVIN 

STILLMAN said he sensed the spirits of the 
Caddo while capturing these images.  

www.texashighways.com

M

i

Caddo Country



Speaking of Texas

Before Trains, 
Planes, and 

Automobiles 
Hochheim's Stagecoach Inn 

recalls the 1850s 

Text by NOLA McKEY 

SUCKED AWAY ON A BACKROAD 
in the northeast corner of DeWitt 

County lies a remnant of early 

Texas. A two-and-a-half-story struc

ture built of stone from the banks of 

the nearby Guadalupe River, the 1856 

Valentin Hoch Home stands amid roll

ing blackland prairie dotted with live 

oaks and pecans. The secluded setting 

makes it easy to imagine Valentin Hoch, 

a German immigrant and stone mason, 

stopping at this spot and saying to his
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Dinosaur Capital of Texas 
- Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
* Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
- Creation Evidence Museum 
- Dinosaur Valley State Park 
- Dinosaur World 
- Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
* Historic Courthouse Square 
. Land of the Dinosaurs 
- Oakdale & Big Rocks Parks 
" The Promise 

Glen Rose, Texas

-

jor transportation 

routes of the day," 

says local historian 

Doug Kubicek, "and 

the stops along the 

way like Hoch's place 

-which became 

known as the Stage
coach Inn-were 

crucial. They offered 

a place for drivers to 

change horses and for 

travelers to have a meal

spend the night. One of their most impor
tant functions was mail delivery. Places 

like the Stagecoach Inn really opened up 
the interior of Texas for settlement." 

According to Bob Brinkman, an archi
tectural historian and coordinator of the 
Texas Historical Commission's Historical 

Markers Program, several things make this 
site special. "The house is a testament to 
Hoch's craftsmanship and practicality," he 
says. " I'm amazed every time I see it how 
well it's integrated into the landscape: He 
sited it on a hill among a grove of trees so 
that it could catch the prevailing breezes.  

"But the other reason it's one of my fa
vorite sites is because the story of the 
Hoch family is so interesting," adds Brink

man. "Like many immigrants, they endured 

great hardship and tragedy, yet they even
tually made a good life in this new land." 

An account by Valentin Hoch's great

granddaughter Mildred Allen Duhon de

scribes the family's voyage from Germany 
to America: "Just days before they left..., 
the youngest child ... became ill and died.  
In the fall of 1845 the family ... began their 

journey. On their way to America, another 

child ... died and was buried at sea."

Speaking of Texas 

children, as reported in family histories, 
"Here we shall build our home:' 

Not long after the house was com

pleted, it became a stagecoach stop, one 
of the way stations that made travel 
across Texas possible in the days before 
railroads. An article by Mike Cox in the 
Texas Almanac states that 31 stage lines 
were operating in Texas before the begin
ning of the Civil War. "Those were the ma-

tual home site. Ac

cording to accounts 

by Duhon and other 

family members, 

Hoch spent several 

years quarrying the 
stone and assembling 
the materials to build 

the house.  

He was still build

ing it when a neigh
bor told him about a

woman named Johanna Flemming who 
had come to Indianola and recently lost 
her husband. Desperately needing some

one to help look after his children, Hoch 
went to Indianola to see Flemming, who 
had two small children of her own. When 

he returned, he brought all three with 
him. Valentin Hoch and Johanna Flem

ming married on August 18, 1854; their 
union resulted in four more children.  

An inscription in stone over the east 
entrance reads "V. Hoch 1856." Other 

lintels bear dates of 1857 and 1866, indi
cating that Hoch completed the house 
in stages. The attic was designated for 

the boys, the second story for the girls, 
and the bottom floor for the adults. They 
stored food and supplies in the cellar, 
including wine that the family made from 
mustang grapes gathered along the river.  

The home lay along an old freight trail, 
and the government soon awarded con
tracts to Hoch for mail delivery. According 
to a Recorded Texas Historical Marker 

placed in 1964, the home "served as an inn 
on the Austin-Indianola stage road. While 

drivers changed four-horse teams, the 

passengers welcomed the chance to enjoy 
the inn's food and hospitality."
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Four more children 
were born toValentin 

Hoch and Johanna 
Flemming, increasing the 
family's size to a dozen.

Soon after the ship anchored at Indianola 

(then called Indian Point), Hoch's wife also 
died. Duhon wrote, "It was said that she 
died of either scarlet fever or cholera, but 
others say she died of a broken heart" 

Details about the whereabouts of Hoch 
and his remaining four children for the next 

two years prove sketchy, but in February 
1848, Hoch purchased 45 / acres of land 
near the Guadalupe River, the family's even-

and sometimes
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Tour the Stagecoach Inn 
THE HOCHHEIM HISTORICAL FOUNDATION WILL OFFER TOURS OF THE 
Stagecoach Inn on November 19 in conjunction with Night in Old Pearl City, as 
it does most years. The annual NIOPC celebrates :he heritage of Pearl City and Hoch

heim, neighboring communities in northeasterr DeWitt County. A dinner and dance that 
evening at Yoakum's Turner Hall highlights this ,ear's event; activities during the day include tours of 

the Stagecoach Inn and other area historic sites.  

The Inn welcomes visitors from 4 to 5:30 wiih simple Christmas decorations, cookies, and other 
refreshments. Docents dressed in 19th-Century-style clothing relate the history of the site. "The crafts

manship of the home and the fact that it was bui t by hand, without the benefit of modern tools, seems 

to impress visitors the most," says Carol Gloor, -he foundation's preservation and grant coordinator.  
To reach the Inn, drive one mile south of the intersection of US 183 and Texas 111, turn right on Whitley 

Road, and follow it about a quarter-mile. For details about the November 19 tour, call 361/293-1047; 
www.hochheimfoundationorg. (For information about other aspects of Night in Old Pearl City, call 
830/459-5291; http://thmdc.com.) 

With restoration efforts continuing, the Inn only opens during NIOPC (most years but not all) and for 

occasional tours. For updates, visit www.hochheimf-undation.org, and click on "Events." --Nola McKey

Doug Kubicek says there's tangible evi

dence that the home was on a stage route.  

"The first time I went out to the site, I 

nearly fell on my face in the wagon ruts 

on the east side of the house-they're still 

two to three feet deep in places;' he notes.  

The Stagecoach Inn sparked settlement 

in the area. The community of Hochheim 

(Hoe-hime, meaning "Hoch's home" in 

German) grew up around it and today lies 

six miles west of Yoakum. Three genera

tions of Hochs lived in the house, which re-

mained in the familyuntil 1899, when it was 

sold to rancher Valentine Bennett. His de

scendants restored it in 1954, earning sev

eral awards. The site was placed on the Na

tional Register of Historic Places in 1974.  

A local insurance company acquired 

the property in 2000 and established 

the Hochheim Historical Foundation to 

;erve as the Stagecoach Inn's caretaker.  

Restoration efforts continue through the 

foundation, whose aim is to preserve the 

site as a German heritage center.

THERE'S NO BETTER PLACE 
TO SPEND CHRISTMAS.  
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At First Monday Trade Days-Always held the Thursday-Sunday 
before the First Monday of Each Month! 

AntiQuesiCollectibles, Fine Art, Arts & Crafts, Furniture, Novelty Items 
Clothing, Shabby Chic, lewelries, ShoesAnimals and MORE 

Something for the Whole Family!
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COWBOYS AND COWGIRLS WILL ROPE, 
wrangle, and recite for top honors at the Work
ing Ranch Cowboys Association's 16th World 
Championship Ranch Rodeo, November 10
13 at Amarillo's Civic Center. Working ranch 
cowboys from the western United States and 
Florida have competed around the country to 
earn a chance to come to Amarillo. The lineup 
includes a ranch expo, a cowboy trade and 
trappings show, contests such as the ranch 
horse competition and Youth Cow Horse 
Championship, and cowboy music and poetry.  
The WRCA hosts the rodeo to bring atten
tion to their lifestyle and raise money for their ,, 

crisis and scholarship fund. For tickets, see 
www.panhandletickets.com. For details, call 
806/374-9722; www.wrca.org. :.

November Events 
BIG BEND COUNTRY 
ALPINE: Alpine's Art Walk November 18-19. Fifth Street and 
local art galleries. www.artwalkalpine.com 432/837-3067 

EL PASO: Las Artistas Art and Fine Crafts Show and Sale 
November 19-20. Event Center behind First Presbyterian 
Church. www.lasartistas.org 

FORT STOCKTON: Women's Division Art and 
Craft Fair November 19. Pecos County Civic Center.  
432/336-3804 

ODESSA: Merry Marketplace November 4-6.  
Ector County Coliseum. 432/563-8186

ODESSA:'Tis Christmas Holiday Festival November 26-27.  
Ector County Coliseum. 806/293-1057 

PRESIDIO: Annual Writers' Encounter November 20. Fort 
Leaton State Historic Site. 432/229-3613 

SAN ELlZARIO: Mission Trail Art Market November 20.  
Veterans Memorial Plaza. www.missiontrailartmarket.com 
915/594-8424 

TE UNGUA: Terlingua International Chili Champion
ship November 2-5. Rancho de Ics CASI. www.chili.org 
432/371-2595 

TERLINGUA: Terlingua International Frank X.  
Tolbert -Wick Fowler Championship Chili Cook-Off 
November 3-5. Terlingua Store on FM 170. www.abowlofred.  
com 254/690-3134

Texas Horned Toads 
-1 4 e j 
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Horned Toad - Horned Frog - Horny Toad - Horned Lizard 
800 667-5574 www.hornedlizardcreations.com 
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GULF COAST 
ANGLETON: Austin Town Reenactment November 5.  
www.bchmorg 979/864-1208 

BEAUMONT: Mamie McFaddin-Ward's Birthday Tea 
November 5. www.mcfaddin-ward.org 403/832-1)06 

BROWNSVILLE: Memorial illumination Noverrber 19. Palo 
Alto Battlefield National Historic Park. www.nps.g-v/paal 
956/541-2785, ext. 333 

BROWNSVILLE: Holiday Village November 21-anuary 1.  
Dean Porter Park. 956/546-2646 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Greek Festival Noverr ber 4-6. St.  
Nicholas G-eek Orthodox Church. 361/883-9843 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Veterans' Day Pearl Harbor Day 
Remembrance November 11. USS Lexingtoa Museum. www.  
usslexington.com 361/888-4873, ext. 307 

CORPUS CHRISTI: The Nutcracker Novenber 21-28. Selena 
Auditorium. www.americanbankcentur.cc m 361,826-4700 
EDNA: Texana Chili Spill and Go Texan Barbecue Cook
Off Novenber10-12. www.brackenridgepark.com 361/782-7272 
EDNA: Veterans' Day at Lake Texana State Park 
November 12. 361/676-6055 

GALVESTON: Festival of Lights November 12. November 18
Janua-y 1. Moody Gardens. www.moodygardens.com 800/ 
582-4673 

GALVESTON: Hotel Galvez Annual Holiday Lighting 
Novembe- 25. www.galveston.com/ alvez 409/755-7721 

GROVES: Christmas Tree Trail to Groves November 20.  
Downtown. www.grovescofc.com 4D9/962-3631 

HOU STON: Texas Championship Natrie Amer can Powwow 
November 12-13. www.tradersvillage.con 281/890-5500



HOUSTON: Houston Championship Chili Cook-Off 
November 19. www.tradersvillage.com 281/890-5500 

KEMAH: MS Society Walk November 12. Kemah 
Boardwalk. www.kemahboardwalk.com 281/334-9880 

KINGSVILLE: Ranch Hand Breakfast November 19. King 
Ranch. 361/592-8516 

LA PORTE: Hard Hat Tour of the Battleship Texas 
November 19. Reservations required. 281/479-2431, ext. 234 

LAKE JACKSON: Festival of Lights November 18-19. Lake 
Jackson Civic Center & Plaza. 979/297-4533 

NASSAU BAY: Fine Art and Craft Festival November 4
5. www.taaccl.org 281/335-7777 

NEEDVILLE: Tunes and Tales November 5. Brazos Bend 
State Park. www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/ 
brazosbend 979/553-5101 

PORT ARANSAS: Fallback Festival November 5. Pelican's 
Landing Restaurant. www.pelicanslanding.com 361/749-6405 

PORT ISABEL: World Championship Shrimp Cook-Off 
November 6. www.portisabel.org 956/943-2262 

PORT LAVACA: Christmas Tree Lighting November 25.  
Bayfront Pennisula. 361/552-2959 

QUINTANA: Creed Day November 11-12. Quintana Beach 
County Park. www.quintana-tx.org 979/233-0848 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Kite Festival November 5-6.  
South Padre Island Convention Centre. 956/761-7028 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Lighting of the Island Novem
ber 25. South Padre Island Visitors Center. 956/761-6433 

TOMBALL: Holiday Parade November 19. F.M. 2920.  
www.tomballchamber.org 281/351-7222 

VICTORIA: ElDia delos Muertos: The Day of the Dead 
Festival and Exhibit November 1-27. The Nave Museum.  
www.visitvictoriatexas.com 361/575-8227 

WEST COLUMBIA: Ghosts Along the Brazos November 
12. www.ammonunderwood.com 979/345-3921 

WHARTON: Holiday Parade and Official Lighting 
Ceremony November 22. Monterey Square. www.wharton 
chamber.com 979/532-1862 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: Fun Fun Fun Fest November 5-6. Indie rock 
music festival. Auditorium Shores. www.funfunfunfest.com 

AUSTIN: I Art Congress November 10. Austin Museum of 
Art. www.amoa.org 

BANDERA: Cowboys on Main November 5,12,19, 26.  
Bandera County Courthouse. www.frontiertimesmuseum.  
com 800/364-3833 

BLANCO: Market Day November 19. County Courthouse.  
www.historicblanco.org/market_day.htm 830/833-2211 

BOERNE: Dickens on Main November 25-26. Downtown 
streets. www.dickensonmain.com 

CASTROVILLE: Fiorella Friday November 11. www.  
castroville.com 830/538-9705 

FREDERICKSBURG: Fall Antiques Show November 12-13.  
Gillespie County Fairgrounds. www.texasantiqueshows.com 
830/995-3670

GRUENE: Photos with Cowboy Kringle and Kids' Work
shop November 19-20, 25-27. www.cisnewbraunfels.org 
830/629-5077 

GRUENE: Annual Gruene Turkey Trot November 24.  
5K run/walk. www.comalcopsforkids.org 

JOHNSON CITY: Lights Spectacular, Hill Country Style 
November 25-January 1. www.johnsoncitytexas.com 

JOHNSON CITY: Lamplight Tours of the Boyhood 
Home of President Johnson November 26. www.nps.gov/ 
lyjo 830/868-7128, ext. 244 

KERRVILLE: Kerr County Market Day November 25-26.  
Courthouse Square. www.kerrmarketdays.org 830/895-7962 

LEAKEY: Christmas Bazaar November 26. Courthouse 
Square. www.friocanyon.com 830/232-5222 

LLANO: Llano Country Opry with Stephen Pride 
November 12. Lantex Theater. www.hillbillyhits.com 
325/247-5354 

MARBLE FALLS: Walkway of Lights November 18
January 1. Lakeside Park. www.marblefalls.org 800/759-8178 

NEW BRAUNFELS: Historic Tours November 4-13.  
830/832-9699 

SAN MARCOS: Veterans Day Celebration and Parade 
November12. www.toursanmarcos.com 512/393-8420 

SAN MARCOS: Sights and Sounds of Christmas Novem
ber 30-December 3. www.sights-n-sounds.org 512/393-5930 

STONEWALL: Holiday Cookie Decorating and German 
Traditions November 26. Sauer-Beckmann Living History 
Farm. www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/lbj 830/644-2252, ext. 222 

UTOPIA: Arts and Crafts Fair November 5. www.utopia 
texas.net 210/240-8523 

UVALDE: City of Lights and Holiday Arts and Crafts 
November 25-26. www.uvalde.org 830/278-3361 

WIMBERLEY: Market Day November 5. Lions Pavilion.  
www.shopmarketdays.com 512/847-2201 

WIMBERLEY: Town Christmas Lighting November 25.  
www.wimberley.org 512/847-0025 

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: Christmas Carousel November 3-6. Holiday gift 
sale. Civic Center. 325/676-6211 

ABILENE: Veterans' Day Parade November 12. Historic 
Downtown Abilene. 325/674-1328 

ALBANY: Old-Time Christmas Parade November 26.  
Downtown. www.albanytexas.org 325/762-2525 

AMARILLO: First Friday Art Walk November 4. www.  
amarilloartists.com 806/353-5700 

AMARILLO: Third Thursdays at the Amarillo Museum 
of Art November 17. www.amarilloart.org 806/371-5050 

BALLINGER: Christmas in Olde Ballinger November 26.  
www.ballingertx.org 325/365-2333 

CANADIAN: Christmas in Canadian November 19. Jones 
Pavilion. www.canadiantx.com 806/323-6234 

CHILDRESS: Festival of Lights November 26-January 1.  
Fair Park. www.childresstexas.net 940/937-2567

MEET. PLAY \ T,

A?

Beaumont explorations include shopping 
& antiquing on Calder Avenue, festivals, arts.  
music and some truly delicious foodie finds.  
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American Heroes Festival 
This is a FREE event, with fun for the 

whole family! Come help us pay tribute 
to Veterans, our true American Heroes! 

i rnf erenn CY..m.oy Fnijrwurks Finno rhildres Carnil2
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FROM AMARILLO'S GRAFFITI
ED Cadillac Ranch to Joel Guzman 
and his son, accordions in hand, the 
images of TH photo editor J. Griffis 
Smith have characterized the big 
and the small of Texas life for more 
than 25 years. Through March 25, 

2012, see 58 of Smith's most mem
orable photographs on display in 
Griff Smith's Texas: A Retrospective 
Through the Lens and Images From 
Texas Highways at the Institute of 
Texan Cultures in San Antonio.  

Smith's work encompasses the whole of Texas with its rrany cul 

tures, climates, and topographies and spans a quarter of a century of 
Lone Star heritage. Call 210/458-2300 or 800/776-7651; www.texancultures.corr.

CISCO: Holiday Market November 19-20. Myrtle Wilks 
Community Center. www.ciscochamber.com 254/442-2537 

COLORADO CITY: Railhead Trade Days November 19-20.  
www.coloradocitychamberofcommerce.com 325/728-3403 

CROSS PLAINS: Centennial Celebration November 12.  
254/725-6589 

JACKSBORO: Battle for Fort Richardson November 4-6.  
Fort Richardson State Historic Site. www.keysbattery.com/ 
battleforfortrichardson 940/567-3506 

QUITAQUE: Dutch Oven Thanksgiving November 26.  
Caprock Canyons State Park and Trailway. 806/455-1492 

STRAWN: Third Saturday Jamboree November 19. Civic 
Center. www.strawntx.com 254/631-9223 

WICHITA FALLS: ElectriCritters November 18-19, 25-26.  
Lighted trail exhibit, River Bend Nature Center. www.riverbend 
naturecenter.org 940/767-0843 

WICHITA FALLS: Downtown City Lights Festival and Pa
rade November 19. www.downtownproud.com 940/322-4525 

PINEY WOODS 
COLDSPRING: Lighting of the Town November 26. www.  
sanjacintocountytourism.org 713/628-2402 

CROCKETT: Christmas in Crockett November 19. www.  
crockettareachamber.org 936/544-2359 

GRAPELAND: Mission and Log Home Tour November 
12. Mission Tejas State Park. 936/687-2394 

HENDERSON: Heritage Syrup Festival November 12.  
http://visithendersontx.com 866/650-5529

HUNTSVILLE: Huntsville Hammer Adventure Race 
November 12. Huntsville State Park. www.texasadventure 
racing.com 936/295-5644 

JEFFERSON: Rail of Lights Christmas Train November 
24-26. Historic Jefferson Railway. www.railoflights.com 
866/398-2038 

KILGORE: Christmas in the Oil Patch November 17.  
World's Richest Acre Park. www.khpf.org 903/984-1333 

KILGORE: Annual Christmas Parade November 29.  
Downtown. www.kilgorechamber.com 903/984-5022 

KIRBYVILLE: Veterans Day Program November 11.  
Kirbyville High School. 409/423-7500 

KIRBYVILLE: Christmas in the Park November 26.  
Magnolia Park. 409/423-3319 

LIBERTY: Country Christmas November 29. Downtown 
Square. www.libertydaytonchamber.com 936/336-5736 

LUFKIN: Festival of Trees November 25-January 3.  
Museum of East Texas. www.metlufkin.org 936/639-4434 

MAGNOLIA: Harvest Fest November 18. www.cityof 
magnolia.com 281/356-2266 

MINEOLA: Iron Horse Fall Festival and Car Show 
November 5. www.mineolachamber.org 903/569-2087 

MONTGOMERY: Feeding the Frontier Festival 
November 19. Fernland Historical Park. www.montgomery 
countyfoodbank.com 936/539-6686 

NACOGDOCHES: Nine Flags Festival November 
12-December 10. www.nineflagsfestival.com
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NACOGDOCHES: Holiday in the Pines November 17-19.  
Shopping extravaganza. Hotel Fredonia. www.nacjrforum.org 
936/569-3243 

THE WOODLANDS: Winter Wonderland and the 
Woodlands Ice Rink November 19-January 16. Lake 
Robbins Drive at Six Pines Drive. www.thewoodlandscvb.  
com/holidayinthewoodlands 877/963-2447 

TYLER: Mistletoe and Magic's "White Christmas" 
November 17-19. Holiday market. Harvey Convention Center.  
www.juniorleagueoftyler.org 903/531-1349 

WINNSBORO: Fine Art Market November 5-6.  
Downtown. www.winnsboroart.com 903/342-3438 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
ANDERSON: Twilight Firelight at Fanthorp Inn 
November 26. www.birthplaceoftexas.com 936/873-2633 

ATHENS: Turkey Trot 5K Run November 24. Cain Center.  
903/677-2001 

BASTROP: River of Lights November 25-January 1.  
www.Iostpineschristmasbastroptx.com 512/303-0558 

BONHAM: Sam Rayburn Memorial Celebration 
November 18. Sam Rayburn Library and Museum. www.  
visitbonham.com 

BRENHAM: Holiday Home Tour and Trunk Show 
November 19-20. Giddings Stone Mansion. www.mansion
brenham.com 979/836-1690 

BRENHAM: Poinsettia Celebration November 19-20.  
Ellison's Greenhouses. www.ellisonsgreenhouses.com 
888/273-6426 

BRYAN: Rock the Republic November 11. Historic 
Downtown Bryan. http://rocktherepublic.com 

CANTON: First Monday Trade Days November 3-6.  
www.visitcantontx.com 877/462-7467 

CLEBURNE: Pioneer Days November 18-19. Chisholm 
Trail Outdoor Museum. www.cleburnechamber.com 
817/648-1486 

COLLEGE STATION: Worldfest November 11-12. Wolf Pen 
Creek Amphitheater. www.brazosvalleyworldfest.org 
979/862-6700 

COLLEGE STATION: Santa's Wonderland: A Texas 
Christmas November 24-January 1. www.santas
wonderland.com 979/690-7212 

COLUMBUS: Live Oaks and Dead Folks Cemetery Tour 
November 4-5. City Cemetery. www.columbustexas.net/ 
library 979/732-3392 

DALLAS: Fall Plant Safari and Sale November 5. Texas 
Discovery Gardens. www.texasdiscoverygardens.org 
214/428-7476, ext. 240 

DALLAS: Meet the Museum: Where Were You on 
November 22,1963? November 11. The Sixth Floor 
Museum at Dealey Plaza. www.jfk.org/go/events 
214/747-6660 

DALLAS: Veterans' Day Parade November 11. Dallas City 
Hall. www.vetsdayindallas.org/history.htm 214/670-3011 

DALLAS: The Nutcracker November 25-December 4.  
Margot and Bill Winspear Opera House. www.texasballet 
theater.org/?q-showschedule 214/880-0202

DENISON: Fall Fine Art Tour and Raku/Haiku Rumble 
November 5-6. www.smalltownbigart.com 903/465-1551 

EDGEWOOD: Heritage Festival November 12. Downtown.  
www.edgewoodheritagefestival.com 

FORT WORTH: Lone Star International Film Festival 
November 9-13. Sundance Square. www.lsiff.com 
817/924-6000 

FORT WORTH: Parade of Lights November 25. Sundance 
Square. www.sundancesquare.com 817/255-5700 

FORT WORTH: Home for the Holidays November 25-27.  
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra, Bass Performance Hall.  
www.fwsymphony.org 817/665-6000 

FRISCO: Christmas in the Square November 25-January 8.  
www.friscosquare.com/cits 469/633-1721 

GRAND PRAIRIE: Prairie Lights Drive-Through Holiday 
Light Display November 24-December 31. Lynn Creek Park.  
www.prairielights.org 972/237-GLOW 

GRAPEVINE: Iceland Snow! November 11-January 1.  
Gaylord Texan Resort. www.gaylordtexan.com 817/778-1000 

GRAPEVINE: North Pole Express November 25-27.  
Cotton Belt Depot. www.GrapevineTexasUSA.com 
800/457-6338 

HALLETTSVILLE: Festival of Lights November 26.  
Courthouse square. www.hallettsville.com 

HAMILTON: A Salute to America November 5.  
Celebration Station Western Village. www.billythekid 
museum.com 254/796-2523 

LEXINGTON: Christmas Bazaar November 26. American 
Legion Building. 979/773-4620 

LULING: Christmas Arts and Crafts Show November 26.  
Thump Pavilion. www.lulingcc.org 830/875-3214, ext. 1 

MCKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days November 18-20.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MCKINNEY: Dickens of a Christmas November 25-27.  
Historic Downtown. www.downtownmckinney.com 
972/547-2660 

MESQUITE: Mesquite Pro Rodeo November 25-26.  
Resistol Arena. www.mesquiteprorodeo.com 972/285-8777 

PLANO:'Neath the Wreath Holiday Gift Market 
November 10-13. Plano Centre. www.neaththewreath.org 
972/769-0557 

PLANTERSVILLE: Texas Renaissance Festival November 
5-6,12-13,19-20,25-27. www.texrenfest.com 800/458-3435 

SAN FELIPE: Novemberfest November 5. Willow River 
Farms. www.cri-usa.org 979/885-4121 

SEALY: Holiday Arts and Crafts Show November 26.  
www.visitsealy.com 979/885-3515 

SHINER: Home for the Holidays Homes Tour 
November 13. www.shiner-oldtown.org 

SMITHVILLE: Airing of the Quilts November 12.  
Downtown. www.smithvilletx.org 512/237-2323 

STEPHENVILLE: Arts, Crafts and Gift Show November 
4-5. Stephenville Recreational Hall and City Park Pavilion.  
www.ci.stephenville.tx.us 254/918-1295 

SULPHUR SPRINGS: Christmas in the Park 
November 26. Heritage Park. www.visitsulphursprings 
tx.org 888/300-6623

.N

reaCCerICKSDU'L. I cXaS

M&QET DAY& 

March/November u 

NOVEMBER 2011 I TEXAS HIGHWAYS 65



THE COLONY: American Heroes Festival November 12.  
The Colony Five Star Sports Complex. www.saluteamerican 
heroes.com 877/264-4386 

WACO: Homestead Craft & Children's Fair November 25
27. Homestead at Brazos de Dios. www.homesteadheritage 
.com 254/754-9600 

WACO: Christmas on the Brazos Home Tours 
November 26-27. www.historicwaco.org 254/753-5166 

WAXAHACHIE: Veterans Weekend and WWII 
Reenactment November 12. Downtown and at the Ellis 
County Veterans Memorial at the Waxahachie Civic Center.  
972/937-2390 

WAXAHACHIE: Christmas on the Square November 26.  
972/937-7330

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
GOLIAD: Fall Flotilla November 5. Follows the Goliad 
Paddling Trail on the San Antonio River. www.canoetrail 
goliad.com 361/645-4841 

GOLIAD: Shady Oaks Speedway Races November 12, 26.  
www.shadyoakspeedway.com 361/645-3563 

SAN ANTONIO: Dia de los Muertos November 2.  
www.sacalaveras.com 

SAN ANTONIO: First Saturdays at the Alamo 
November 5. www.visitsanantonio.com 

SAN ANTONIO: Ford Holiday River Parade and 
Lighting Ceremony November 25. The River Walk.  
www.thesanantonioriverwalk.com

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from 
anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 

M quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  

Send future event information to: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009; fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, 
Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep. 1.

Put 
Your vehicle registration sticker is personalized with your license plate, county of Texas in 
registration, and partial Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). When you renew your sticker, your 
you're helping Texas build and maintain highways, roads, and bridges. And that says even corner.  
more about you. Learn all about it at www.TxDMV.gov. WHEN DO YOU RENEW? 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
HELPING TEXANS GO. HELPING TEXAS GROW.

Traveler

66 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I NOVEMBER 2011

TexasHighways 
THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS 

Reader Service Guide 
to Advertisers 

For information from our advertisers, 
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31. Wichita Falls Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
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FROM OUR ADVERTISERS 

ONLINE: 

Go to www.texashighways.com 

and select Advertising Informa

tion from the red navigation bar 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on the 

Reader Service Guide to 

Advertisers. Circle the correspond

ing numbers on the postage-paid 

card at right and mail today.  

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free fax 

number: 1-888-847-6035.
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It's easy to order from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

ONmiNE: www.texashighways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

Y 1P800H839"4997 (386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. central - Sat & Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

BYMD Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways-#748 
PO Box 576 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0576 

N Visit the Texas Highways Magazine Gift Shop 
150 E. Riverside, Austin, TX 78704 - Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 4L1 P
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COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER 
Name 

Street Address 

city State Zip 

Daytime Phone Number ( ) 
(In case we have questions regarding your order)

L_ Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard 
D Discover Q American Express 

card number 

Expiration date 

Signature
Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways-#748 
PO Box 576 
Mt. Morris, IL 
61054-0576 

4L1 P

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 
Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 

SUBTOTAL 
Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  

TOTAL

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 
$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99..$18.95 
$200.00 + ................ $21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. " For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside 
the continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax 
to your subtotal.
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Keep Texas Beautiful Ornament 
8th Edition, 2011 
The yellow rose has been synony
mous with Texas since it won its 
independence. It symbolizes warmth 
and companionship and is perfect 
for the friendship state.  

Item 39408....... $22.95 

Texas Icon Ornament 
This fun ornament, featuring Texas 
bluebonnets and our state mocking
bird, makes a wonderful stocking

stuffer or a great addition to your 
tree. 24K gold-flashed brass with 
color highlights. Width: 3.5 inches.  

Item 39505....... $12.95 

Texas Longhorn Globe Ornament 
Our annual entry from Pattilu Bowlsby 
is a true collector's ornament. Hand 
painted in a Texas flag/longhorn 
design. Captions read: "Merry 
Christmas Ya'll and Texas 2011." 
Diameter: 25/8 inches.  

Item 39504....... $15.95

Howdy from Texas 
Boxed Cards 
Santa and some friendly Texas 
creatures send out a big holiday 
Howdy! Message inside: "Sending 
You a Great Big Howdy with 
Some Happy Holiday Cheer." 
Box includes 18 cards and 
envelopes. Card size: 5 x 7 inches.  

Item 35522....... $9.95 per box

Happy Holidays 
Boxed Cards 
The hearth is eady for some 
Texas cheer! Message inside: 
"Season's Greeting with All 
Good Wishes for the New Year." 
Box includes 18 cards and 
envelopes. Card size: 5 x 7 inches.  

Item 35523....... $9.95 per box

-TexasHighways 

GIFT GUIDE

To order, call 1-800-839-4997 (386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

or visit www.texashighways.com NOV11
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Specaf 4s 

Shaped 

]zgsaw puzzle 
Appwx 1000 pieces 

32"255.

FAVORITES

Texas Bandana Pillow 
Crafted in the U.S.A. our decorative pillow sports 
the name "Texas" across the front and is bordered 
with a machine woven red bandana.  

Item 37813....... $12.95 

Welcome to Texas Puzzle 
Take a trip through Texas when you put this 
colorful puzzle together. Shaped like the state, 
it features dozens of themes and locations 
throughout Texas. 1000 pieces will make this 
one a challenge for the most experienced puzzler.  
Completed size: 32 x 25.5 inches.  

Item 37528....... $21.95 

Big Texas Etched Mug 
This Big-as-Texas mug holds 18 ounces of your 
favorite hot or cold beverage, and highlights 
locations throughout the state. "Texas" is etched 
around the mug. Large handle for easy grip.  

Item 37339....... $11.95

Don't Mess with Texas 
Stainless Travel Mug 
Double wall insulated food-grade stainless 
steel interior. Push on chrome thumb-slide 
lid. Large claw handle. Holds 16 ounces, 
hot or cold beverage.  
Item 37338....... $19.95 

Mini-Domino Travel Set 
Perfect game to take along for hours of fun.  
Full set of miniature dominoes fits inside a 
3 x 5 inch laser-engraved hinged box.  

Item 37529....... $9.95 

Wildflowers in Texas Tote 
Texas is overflowing with wildflowers 
designed by artist David Busch and 
woven in the USA. Fully lined.  
17 x 15 inches with a 14-inch strap.  

Item 37419....... $22.95
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Larry GetsLost 
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Texas Baby Crawler 
Your little cowboys and girls can show their Texas 
spirit, too. This is the cutest onsie in Texas. It is 
100% soft combed cotton with a Texas flag design 
and a star applique. Three snap buttor placket 
makes it easy to pull over little heads and the 
three snap bottom takes care of changing time.  
Sizes 6 and 12 months.  

Item 38274....... $14.95 

Horse Riders Tee 
The perfect tee for your cowboys. A team 
of seven horse riders lasso Texas on our 
100% cotton tee. White silkscreened 
on denim blue. Machine Washable.  
Boy's Sizes: Youth Extra Small - Large.  
Men's sizes: Small - 2XL.  

Specify Boy's sizes: YXS, YS, YM, YL 
Item 38281....... $15.95 

Specify Men's sizes: X, M, L, XL, XXL 
Item 38281....... $19.95

Baby Texas Cap 
Features the Texas Original design on the bill 
with "Baby Texas" embroidered on front. Velcro 
strap that could hold a pacifier or attach to 
a belt loop. 100% cotton.  

Item 38722....... $8.95 

The Twelve Days of Chrismas 
in Texas, That Is 
By David Davis & Candace Calming 
From a mockingbird in a gum tree to eight 
boots a'scooting, this tale counts down the 
twelve days of Christmas using a dozen icons of 
the Lone Star state. Festive illustrations fill the 
pages. Grade Level: K-3. 28 pages, full color.  

Item 36803....... $16.95

Larry Gets Lost in Texas, 
Book with Plush Toy 
By Michael Mullin and John Skewes 
Larry's people are off to explore the Lone Star 
State. But Larry gets separated from his best friend 
Pete and searches all over Texas for him. He visits 
some great places along the way. Each book 
comes with a plush Larry toy to hold and love.  
Ages 3-6. 30 colorful pages.  

Item 36804....... $28.95 

State Flower Tee 
She'll look great in our soft blue tee 
sporting the state and Texas bluebonnets.  
100% cotton, machine washable.  
Girls sizes: Youth Extra Small - Large.  
Women's sizes: Extra Small - Large.  

Specify Girl's Sizes: YXS, YS, YM, YL 
Item 38282....... $15.95 

Specify Women's Sizes: XS, S, M, L 
Item 38282....... $19.95

NOV11

y

1



1836 The Republic of Texas Map 1845 Republic and Statehooc MaD

Texas Pinstripe Tee 
Texas blazes across a stylish pinstripe design 
on the front. Two Lone Stars complete the design.  
Gray and white silkscreen on black. 100% cotton.  
Machine washable. Men's sizes: Small - XL 

Item 38279....... $22.95 

Texana Map Series 
Decorative Historical Maps 
This three-map collection is perfect for the Texas his
tory enthusiast. Three maps show various boundaries 
and present highlights of Texas history. Reproduced 
from the Fletcher-Boeselt Collection; A Historical 
Series of Restored Early American Cartography.  
Each map is 18 x 24 inches, printed on heavy stock.  

1836 The Republic of Texas Map 
Item 32197....... $19.95 

1845 Republic and Statehood Map 
Item 32198....... $19.95 

1850 Texas Statehood Map 
Item 32199....... $19.95 

SAVE when you order all three.  
Item 32220....... $49.95 

Texas Fed, Texas Bred CD, Vol. 1 
Fifteen songs redefine country music. Includes 
songs by Radney Foster, Pat Green, Robert Earl 
Keen, Roger Creager, Kevin Fowler, Guy Clark, 
Bruce Robison, Kelly Willis, Jim Lauderdale, 
Willie Nelson, Charlie Robison, Junior Brown, 
Chris Knight, Deryl Dodd, and Rev. Horton Heat.  

Item 37605....... $19.95

Texas Fed, Texas Bred CD, Vol. 2 
Fourteen tracks include: That's the Stuff, Outside 
the Lines, Long Way to Mexico, Amarillo Sky, 
Prove Me Right, What I Really Mean, Tornado 
Time in Texas, Amarillo by Morning, and more.  

Item 37606....... $19.95 

1845 Texas and the USA Map 
Historic map of the United States shows the Texas 
boundaries in 1845. Reproduced from the Fletcher
Boeselt Collection; A Historical Series of Restored 
Early American Cartography. 24 x 18 inches.  

Item 32201....... $19.95 

Vintage Bubba Tee 
Classic design for a classic man, our Vintage 
Bubba tee tells everyone he's "Aged to Perfection." 
Navy and gold silkscreen on olive green.  
100% cotton, machine washable. Sizes: S - 2XL 

Item 38280....... $22.95

Don't Mess with Texas Cap 
Our original cap sports the Te'as arti-litter logo 
and a .one Star flag desigr on the bill. Beautifully 
craftec; low profile, 6-panel cap with adjustle 
Velcro strap on back.  

Item 38728....... $16.95 

Texas Safari Shirt 
Handsomely crafted from the Nature's Own 
Collection, our safari shirt sports two generous 
double pockets with Velcro f'ap closures. The 
long sleeves come with button tabs to secure them 
when they are rolled up. The plea-ed back at yoke 
and button down collar give a true tailored iook.  

A small Texas flag is embroidered over the left 
pocket. Sizes: S - 2XL 

Item 38277....... $54.95
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The Texas Series, DVDs 
Filmed entirely on location, this series introduces view
ers to a variety of topics about Texas. From the Alamo 
in downtown San Antonio to the wildflowers throughout 
the ccinryside, this engaging series captures the vast
ness of the Lone Star S-ate's land, people and history.  

San Antonio Missions and the Texas Capitol 
30 minutes 
Item 37607....... $19.95 

An Introduction to Texas Wildflowers 
20 minutes 
Item 37608....... $19.95 

Texas Highways and Byways 
80 minutes 
Item 37609....... $29.95 

SAVE when you order all three 
3 DVDs above 
Item 37610....... $59.95
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Softex Bomba-Dye Tee 
Layers of color give our soft tee subtle depth. "Texas" 
and a sidescript floral design are silkscreened over -eal 
and black bomba cye. No two shirts are exactly alike.  
A scoop neck and generous cap sleeves keep this tee 
super comfortable. 100% cotton, machine wash sepa
rately in cold water Missy sizes: S - XL.  

Item 38278....... $28.95 

Texas Star Charm 
A classic sterling si ver star charm by Kitty Keller 
Designs features a textured background with a 3-D star 
that adds fantastic depth. This round charm is a perfect 
addition to your charm bracelet or accessory for your 
favorite necklace. Charm measures 13/16 inch diamet?
x 1/16 inch thick. Loop measures % inch diameter.  
Made of the highest quality .925 solid sterling silver.  

Item 37904....... $24.95 

Texas Star Earrings 
Kitty Keller Designs' French loop earrings are a 
beautiful addition to your jewelry collection. The tex
tured background offsets the sparkling 3-D Texas star 
design. Earring measures inch diameter x 1/-6 incr 
thick. French loop measures 1 inch long. Made of the 
highest quality .925 solid sterling silver.  

Item 37905....... $29.95

Ladies Texas Crest Tee 
A scrolling Texas crest is double screened in gray and 
white on our classic women's black crew-neck tee.  
100% cotton, machine washable. Women's sizes: S-2XL 

Item 38275....... $21.95 

Berry Texas Fleece 
Snuggle in for the winter in our stylish zippered jacket.  
Texas designs are "branded" in the berry colored fabric.  
Women's sizes: S - 2XL 

Item 38503....... $34.95 

Texas Star Handbag Hanger 
She can keep her purse off the floor, out of her lap 
and securely in sight while dining out. Sturdy handbag 
hanger with Texas Star design opens to hang her purse 
from the table top and magnetically closes to a handy 
1.25-inch diameter for easy storage. 1.6-ounces.  
(Purse not included.) 

Item 37724....... $14.95

SHE'LL LOVE
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Bluebonnet Earrings 
Tiny bluebonnets have been hanc painted, 
baked on China tiles and placed n silver-tone 
earrings. Tiles are x inch. Available on 
French loops or clip-ons.  

French Loop Item 37910 .......... $14.95 
Clip-On Item 37911 ................ $14.95 

Bluebonnet Botanical Print 
One-of-a-kind pressed flower art is printed as 
nature designed. Each reproduction is made 
from an original pressed bluebonnet gathered 
from nature. Hand embellishments keep your 
botanical unique. Printed on classic linen 100% 
post-consumer recycled paper. Beveled 8-ply 
mat makes this ready to frame: 11 x 14 inches.  

Item 32202....... $29.95 

Botanical Note Cards 
Hand-crafted note cards feature Texas wildflow
ers reproduced from pressed flowers with hand 
embellishments on each card. Set of 5 cards 
and envelopes makes an artistically beautiful 
gift. Lovely enough to be matted and framed.  
Blank linen inset inside.  

Item 35205....... $19.95 per box

Wildflower Garden Flag 
This cheerful flag will add a touch of color to 
your yard at any time of the year. Printed in the 
USA on weather-proof fabric. 13 x 18 inches.  
Flag stand not included.  

Item 37752....... $12.95 

Texas Rose Tee 
Ultra soft cotton tee sports a color washed 
design with silver Texas roses over a light gray 
background. V-neck, short sleeves and slightly 
tapered cut combine to make a flattering look.  
Machine washable. Missy sizes: S-XL 

Item 38276....... $24.95
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Scenic Driving, Texas 
By Laurence Parent 
Enjoy 34 drives and 1,200 
miles through some of the most 
spectacular scenery in Texas.  
Itineraries range from 10 to 75 
miles trips, route maps, attrac
tions, historic information and 
tips on accommodations. 237 
pages, B&W, soft cover.  

Item 36352....... $15.95

Texas Curiosities 
4th Edition 
By John Kelso & Sharry Buckner 
Your round-trip ticket to the wild
est, wackiest, most outrageous 
people, places and things the 
Lone Star State has to offer! 
330 pages, B&W, soft cover.  

Item 36711....... $14.95

Backroads of the Texas 
Hill Country 
By Gary Clark 
A guide to 30 scenic drives 
through the heart of the Lone 
Star State. Plan a day trip or a 
weekend getaway. Illustrated with 
beautiful color photos and intrigu
ing historical images. 160 pages, 
color, soft cover.  

Item 36351....... $21.99

Texas: Mapping the Lone Star 
State through History 
By Vincent Virga and Don Blevins 
A trip through Texas history via 50 
color, gloriously detailed historic 
maps from the Library of Congress.  
Includes details of origins and 
essays on the history, culture, 
and sensibilities of the state.  
116 pages, full-color, hard back.  

Item 36710....... $24.95

Month-by-Month Gardening 
in Texas, Revised Edition 
By Dan Gill and Dale Groom 
A valuable resource to help 
you grow a successful garden.  
Features annuals, bulbs, house
plants, lawns, perennials, roses, 
shrubs, trees, vegetables & herbs, 
vines and ornamental grasses.  
292 pages, color, soft cover.  

Item 36527....... $24.99

AND HOME

Wildflowers in Texas Throw 
Beautifully crafted in the USA, this tapestry of 
wildflowers is sure to brighten your winter days.  
Designed by artist David Busch. 100% cotton, 
machine washable. 52 x 64 inches.  

Item 37812....... $49.95

Texas Wildflower Coasters 
Four beautifully decorated ceramic coast
ers, designed to look like tumbled marble.  
Each coaster showcases assorted Texas 
wildflowers. 4 x 4 inches. Box of four.  

Item 37810....... $24.95 

Texas Star Throw 
This 100% cotton tapestry throw combines 
the sophistication of urban allure with the 
charm of the countryside. Large enough 
to snuggle under on cool Texas nights.  
Machine washable. 51 x 68 inches.  

Item 37807....... $42.95

Three ways to order: 
BY PHONE: Call 1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S) 

BY MAIL: Please use the order form inside this issue.  
Send completed form, along with your payment, including 
shipping and handling to: Texas Highways - #748, 
PO Box 576, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

ONLINE: Go to www.texashighways.com 
You may also visit the Texas Highways Magazine 
Gift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin.  

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover NOV11
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1800-439-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

and mention source code 71LTHM 

www.texashighways.com 
Click on Subscribe and then click on Give/Renew Gift.

KJ You - ~

ALL YEAR LONG 
with 

Highways 
Just $19.95 

for a 1-year U.S. subscription 
$17.95 for each additional U.S. gift 

if ordered at the same time.  
International subscriptions are just $29.95.  

New subscriptions start with the next issue. A card announcing 

your gift will be sent directly to the recipient closer to the holiday.

71 LTHM



Daytripper WITH CHET GARNER 

Bryan 
Ain't Lyin' 
WHILE "Bryan-College Station" rolls off the tongue 

smoother than the Aggie War Hymn, and is known 

collectively as "Aggieland," each city has its own dis

tinctive identity. I set out for a day in Bryan, far from 

the bustle of College Station's Texas A&M University.

9:30 a.m. I left home 
. bright and early to 

jumpstart my day on the Lake 
Bryan mountain-bike trails.  
This quiet, 1,000-acre lake 
northwest of town is good for 
much more than just water 
recreation and boasts 20 miles 
of serene bike trails. I didn't 
pass a soul as I cut through 
the groves of oak trees and 
over small creek beds. While 
the terrain was mostly flat, 
those rugged paths were 
tough enough to teach me 
some lessons in humility, 
and to remind me just who 
was boss out here.  

12:00 p.m. A morning 
spent pounding the 

trails left me starving, so I 
drove to the Chicken Oil Co., 
a local spot that opened in 
1977 selling burgers out of 
a gas station. It didn't take 
long for owners to realize 

that the burgers and beer out
sold the gas, so they trans
formed the business into 
the full-fledged burger joint 
that it is today. The signature 
"Snuffy Burger" can satisfy 
the hungriest of patrons, but 
only the hungry and crazy 

order it "Death-style," which

translates into the mouth
burning addition of jalapenos 
and Tabasco sauce. I decid

ed to dance with death, 
and the signature burn of 
Tabasco atop the juicy cheese
burger sent my taste buds 
to the grave-and straight 
to burger heaven.  

1:30 p.m. To revive 
my palate, I headed to 

Messina Hof 
Winery and 
Resort, one 
of Texas' larg- Contact 
est wineries College 

run by one of Conven 

Texas' largest Visitors 

personalities, 979/26C 

sixth-gener- 800/777

ation wine- visitaggie 

maker Paul 
"Poppa Paulo" 
Bonarrigo, along with his wife, 
Merrill. Poppa greeted me at 
the door in his signature red 
cap and led me on a tour of the 
villa, processing warehouse, 
and finally the tasting room 
where guests get to sample 
some of the winery's 96 variet
ies, including the house port, 
made from grapes grown right 

here in Bryan. I bought a bottle 

to take home and hit the road.

3:15 p.m. My next stop 
_J was downtown Bryan, 

which is undergoing an incred

ible renaissance as new busi
nesses move into renovated 
historic buildings. I watched 
stained glass being made at 
Brazos Glassworks, grabbed 
a chocolate malt from the 
old-fashioned Corner of Time 
Antique Mall and Soda Shop, 
browsed the aisles of antiques

he Bryan
Station 

Lion and 

Bureau, 

-9898 or 

8292; www.  

land.com.

at the Old Bryan 
Marketplace, 
and shopped 
for a new hat 
at Catalena 
Hatters. I also 
peeked in the 
boarded-up 
windows of the 
1939 Queen 
Theatre, which

is undergoing restoration (the 
exterior will be completed this 
fall), and hoped that the Queen 
will soon reign again.  

6:00 p.m. I walked into 
Mr. G's Italian Pizzeria 

for dinner and received a 
greeting from the Italian-born 
Mr. G himself, who traveled 
the globe and landed in Bryan 
to serve "the best pizza in the 
world." I ordered based on

Mr. G's 
recom
menda

tion and was surprised by 
a mozzarella, ricotta, and 
pepperoni-stuffed Calzone 
wider than my thigh! As de
licious as it was, I didn't come 
close to finishing it and hap
pily carried my next three 
meals with me out the door.  

7:30 p.m. I had in
) tended on calling it a 

day, but was immediately 
sidetracked by the undeniable 
buzz of people, music, and 
energy emanating from The 
Village across the street. I 
stepped inside to find a small, 
sophisticated coffee shop 
and art gallery that broke my 
preconceived notions and 
the redneck reputation of 
"Aggieland." 

AS I SIPPED my latte, gazed 
at the colorful artwork, and 
listened to the tunes of a local 
guitar player, I realized that 
while the university is just 
up the road, I felt a thousand 
miles away. So, whether you 
follow my footsteps or forge 
your own path, I hope to see 
you on the road. TH 

0 
6 
0

76 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I NOVEMBER 2011



A

1 Y 

7

priIII

ro



44 

- 4

U

*00 
_ ti 

WP--" 

- - --

V;

}'

sn

t~a


