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Crossing the border on the Los Ebanos terry,14 mles west of Mission. This ferry is still operated by human power, 

with muscles alone pulling as many as three vehicles and a dozen individual riders across the Rio Grande.  

Border Travel? 
H AV . N E E- thought of the Los Ebanos ferry in symbolic terms, but when the human

powered barge that crosses the Rio Grande appeared in The New York Times not long ago, 
I began to give it some thought. That article described the ferry, long a tourist attraction, 

as the easiest way to make the international trip. For decades, visitors have lined up to cross 

between Los Ebanos, on the U.S. side, and Gustavo Diaz Ordaz, on Mexico's side.  

Although I haven't made this crossing myself in several years, it's one about which I have 

fond memories. It harkens back to a simpler time, not only in terms of technology, but also 

in terms of human relationships. One could say the ferry represents a model of international 

cooperation. It's a practical solution to a simple challenge.  

Borderland stories present another kind of challenge for Texas Highways. When does 

adventure become danger? We don't know, and will never know the answer to that question.  

But it is bothersome when a school group cancels its expedition to the Shumla School near 

Comstock (www.shumla.org), because of fears about the proximity to the border. Why do I give 

this problem a second thought? Because the rock art of the lower Pecos area ranks as some of 

the most impressive in the world, and the Shumla programs are unique. I know from my own 

experience that a boat ride or a hike to a shelter to see ancient paintings and learn more about 

the lifeways of the original natives of the Desert Southwest is not only memorable, it's life

changing. And it's something you can't understand from watching a video. You've got to be there.  

On a recent stay in Terlingua, I learned about a Canadian fellow who spent a couple of 

nights at Upstairs at the Mansion, an eccentric hotel in that eccentric town. He almost didn't 

come, because his friends back home insisted he was insane to visit the Big Bend because it 

sits on the border. He persisted, made the trip, and raved about the desert experience.  

There are more opinions and anecdotes. We'll gather them under the heading Border 

Travel? at www.texashighways.com.  

So maybe the Los Ebanos ferry serves as an appropriate symbol-a symbol for the ability 

that we humans have to collaboratively overcome challenges.  

Follow THon Facebook and Twitter 

Charles J. Lohrmann, Editor-in-Chief
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COVER STORY 
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High Plains 

Drifter 
When you grow up on a 

ranch in the Texas Panhandle, 
respect for the power of 
winter comes naturally, 

along with an appreciation 
of its delicate beauty.  

Text and photographs by 

WYMAN MEINZER

11

22Quirky Quart,,ers 2 2  Sleep out of the box. In Texas, 
accommodations include teepees and 
tent-cabins, vintage trailers and yurts
and even a 1749 Spanish fort.  
Text by MELISSA GASKILL 

Photographs by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

Our primer on two-stepping 
shows you where to dance in Central 
Texas and provides the basics: Quick
quick ... Slow ... slow.  

Text by DALE WEISMAN 

Photographs by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

3 8 A "short list" of the state's 

homegrown festivals spreads the 
fun over the next eight months, with 
themes ranging from whooping cranes 
to Western Swing.  
Text by NOLA McKEY
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r Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 

WASP & McKittrick Canyon 

Postcards 
The Citadelle in Canadian 

A landmark :hurch-turned

mansion forms the core 

of an ar_ complex in Cana

dian that encompasses 

a city block. Plus: An in
triguing art installation 
in Lubbock -aises aware

ness about wildfires.  

t TH Taste 
Respect the Bean! 
At spec alty coffee shops 

across the state, baristas pre

pare lattes, cappuccinos, and

Weekender 
Adventures in Longview 
Longview's arts-and-eats 

treasures include a museum 

that serves as a live-music 

venue and a farmer's market 

with ar-isan breads and 

gourmet cheeses.  

Speaking of Texas 
Spirit of Life 
Known for his representations 

of Mex can-American history 

and culture, San Antonio mural

ist Jesse Trevino gives back to 
his Wes, Side neighborhood 
with ar array of public artworks.  

l TH Traveler 
A roundup of January events

other beverages with a kick. South Oadre Island hosts the

high-flying SPI Kite Fest, 
and Texarkana's Perot 

Theatre offers Elvis imper
sonators and Cinderella.  

TH Daytripper 
Lake Buchanan: 

Not Just for the Birds ...  

Chet Garner follows bald 

eagles to the Lake Buchanan 

area, where river cruises, 
bike tours, and a nature 

park await.  

9 Window on Texas 
Chasing the Light 
A striking shot of the Capitol 
illustrates the importance 

of choosing the right light in 
photography. Link to a TH 
video for lighting tips.

About Our Covers 
FRONT: Panhandle wi-iters make for dra
matic landscapes, suci as this snow-dap
pled scene along the South Prong Trail in 
Caprock Canyons State Park. For more, 
see page 12. Photo Wyman Meinzer 

BACK: The grounds of Brownwood's 
Star of Texas B&B feature diverse art, in
cluding this barbed-w re orb by co-owner 
Don Morelock. Photo by I Griffis Smith 

Photographic 
Prints Available 
Some images in this issue, including the 
front and back covers, are available as 
prints in two distinctive formats. For more 
information, call toll-free 866/962-1191, 
or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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Novel Ideas 
Sheila Scarborough's story about 

the Sweetwater WASP training and 

the National WASP WWII Museum 

[November] was very good. Those who 

enjoyed it may want to read Janet Dai

ley's Silver Wings, Santiago Blue.

And Julia Robinson's article on 

Charles Goodnight in September [the 

first installment was in August] was 

outstanding. Another good read is Matt 

Braun's book Texas Empire.  

MEL WILSON 
College Grove, Tennessee

QTH READER 
RECOMMENDATION

WE RECENTLY returned from a visit 

with friends in Bulverde. Our last dining

out experience was at Uptown Blanco 
in Blanco. The restaurant has been 

beautifully renovated, the staff is very 

efficient, the pianist plays beautiful 

background music, and the food was 

superb. And check out their 

restrooms-wow!! 

ELAINE DODDS, Shearwater, Tasmania, 
Australia 

Uptown Blanco is at 317 Main St., 830/ 
833-0738; www.uptownblanco.com.  

4 texashighways.com i JANUARY 2012

WE HAD lunch at the Comfort Cafe in 
Smithville, across from the train station 

downtown. We each had the chicken

salad plate and sat outside on a very 

nice patio. It was by far the best chicken 

salad either of us had ever tasted.  

The restaurant is a nonprofit and 

works to promote the arts in Smithville.  

The staff is friendly and efficient

a truly delightful experience.  

BOB McCLURE, McAlen 

Comfort Cafe is at 111 NW First St., 512/ 
360-2700; also find on Facebook.

Cover Letters 
The November front cover showing 

the shallow pool in McKittrick Canyon 

was beautiful. Shall I dare say, "artisti

cally" beautiful? 
JOEL LANINGHAM 

Beaumont 

EDITOR'S NOTE: We heard from sev
eral readers who thought the cover image 

was upside-down, when it's actually 

a multilevel view of the rocky pool bot
tom, and on the surface, a 

mosaic of maple leaves 
and a reflection of the 

surrounding mountain 

terrain. THArtDirector 

Jane Wu says, "It's cer

tainly not one of our 

typical wide-angle landscapes. Some
times we like to publish more unusual 
perspectives to engage readers." 

A Natural Fit 
We have an addition to Steve 

Schwartzman's excellent article on na

tive plants-"The Unexpected Season" 

-in the October issue. The Riverside 

Nature Center in Kerrville (www.  

riversidenaturecenter.org) should be 

on the list of places to view native plants 

in a natural habitat. The Kerrville Chap

ter of the Native Plant Society of Texas 

cooperates closely with the center and 

meets there once a month. The center 

welcomes visitors and inquiries.  

BILL STONE 

President, Kerrville Chapter 

Native Plant Society of Texas 

Q CONTACT TH 

We want to hear from you! Send feedback and rec
ommendations to: Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009. Email: letters05v:texashighways.com. We re
serve the right to edit items. Because we're unable to check 
out every recommendation, and because hours vary and de
tails can change, please call ahead for more information.  

PLEASE PASS THIS MAGAZINE ALONG 

PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER
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W HEN A LOCAL RANCHER told me that hicden within an 

historic, oak-lined Canadian 

neighborhood awaited a 1910 structure 

with dozens of sculptures, a collection 

of art and rare antiques, and formal gar

dens, I thought he was pulling rry eg. I'd 

come to his small town in the Panhandle 

to view its famous lesser prairie-chickens, 
not art. But upon discovering that The 

Citadelle Art Foundation provides sanc

tuary to several works by 1 ~th-Century

European artists, as well as works by such 

well-known American painters as Robert 

Reid, Peter Hurd, and Norman Rockwell, I 

knew Id stambled ontosomethingspecial.  

Purchasirg Norman Rockwell's First 

Day of Scnoo in 1972 set Therese and 

Malouf Abrah am on the path to becoming 

art collectors. Today the painting graces 

the walls of the red-orick, Colonial-style 

building that originally housed the First 

Baptis- Church of Canadian. Terese, 
mayor of Canadian from 1982 to 1992, and

her husband, Malou, a retired physician, 
purchased the 8,000-square-foot land

mark in 1977, and during the next nine 

months, transformed it into their home.  

They dubbed it "The Citadelle" to pay 

homage to their love of French culture.  

over the years, 
they made other A pair of bronzes, Universal 
renovations and Man and Woman by Dean 
purchased nine Howell, faces two salvaged 

adjoining prop- marble caryatidsin The Cit
erties. In 2007, adelle's exhibi1i n gallery.  

JANUARY 2012 1 texashighways.com 5
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The Citadelle in Canadian 
A landmark church-turned-mansion-turned-museurn sows the seeds of public art Text by MARY 0. PARKER
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Postcards

the Abrahams announced another trans

formation: Theywere donatingthe entire 

complex, along with millions of dollars in 

artworks and a new exhibition wing, for a 

public art museum that would encompass 

almost a full city block.  

Deciding the prairie-chickens can 

wait, I pay a visit to check out the ex

hibits, collections, and gardens. First up, 
in a viewing area just inside the visitor's 

center: a lively HGTV video from 2006 

that reveals how the Abrahams converted 

the church's nave into their living room 

and the overall care they took in trans

forming the building into their home.  

(They lived here until November 2008.) 

Next, I pick up a TourMate (a listening 

device loaded with narration that cor

relates to various points on the tour) at 

the front desk. Today's docents include 

the foundation's director, Wendie Cook; 

when I ask if she'll accompany me, she 

agrees. Aswe head toward the mainbuild

ing (sometimes called the Mansion), she 

tells me, "We encourage questions here.  

We want people to learn about the art" 

This approach correlates with what 

Gaye Greever McElwain, formerly with 

the Texas Commission on the Arts, 

Art on Fire 
Crayon sculptures highlight 

destructive nature ofwildfires

later tells me about 

Malouf Abraham, 

who was appointed 

an Arts Commis

sioner in 1995: "He 

believes in increas

ing access to the arts 

for everyone." 

Cook prompts me 

to listen to my Tour

Mate occasionally so 

that I don't miss some 

of the entertaining 

tales narrated per

sonally by the Abra

hams. The stories 

prove not only fascinating, but often funny, 
too. One of my favorites revolves around 

the 1930s John Broadwood & Sons piano 

in the living room. Malouf's practically 

breathless voice tells how the Smithsoni

an has three such pianos, but none in 

workingcondition: "The Citadelle's piano 

not only plays beautifully, but is, at seven 

feet, nine inches long, larger than even 

the Queen's at Buckingham Palace!" 

A painting by Rockwell's idol, J.C.  

Leyendecker, who actually generated 

more Saturday Evening Post covers than

A STRIKING, OUTDOOR ART INSTALLATION t 
at the National Ranching Heritage Center in Lub

bock called Unwanted Visitor: Portrait of W ildfire s t e e l a s f i 
seeks to raise the public's awareness of wildfire.  

Using crayons as his medium, Tennessee 

sculptor Herb Williams has constructed multiple freestanding, three-dimensional 

sculptures-some of them eight feet tall-in NRHC's Proctor Park. Each sculpture 

represents a wildfire. "Because the sculptures are made of wax, they're melting 

and changing shape in the unpredictable outdoor conditions," says Emily Arellano, 
NRHC manager of education. "And they will continue to be altered by blowing wind 
and dry conditions, like those that affect the intensity and duration of real wildfires." 

The exhibit, which runs through February, includes corresponding programs 
about the causes of wildfire and its effect on the environment. Call 806/742-0498; 

www.nrhc.ttu.edu. -Nola McKey

Rockwell, mes- Ainscription over the 
merizes me. I entrance to The Cita
find the glamor- delle's main building-the 
ous shimmer of Abrahams'fnner home
Couple Descend- reads, "The truth is mighty 
ing Staircase anditshallprevail" 

perplexing, and 

Cook takes a moment to teach me about 

Leyendecker's skill at illusion, which in

volved omitting white and certain colors 

and hinting at shapes.  

My docent next puts me before Louise 

Brooks Reclining, co-created by William 

J. Potter, Georgia O'Keeffe, and Marsden 

Hartley. The seductive painting ranks 

high with viewers, many of whom enjoy 

searching for the spot where O'Keeffe's 

palette knife left its imprint.  
The Citadelle's diverse mix even in

cludes a piece of prow that came from 

a boat in southern India, adding both 

warmth and abstraction to the fireplace 

mantel overlooking the living room.  

However, the largest concentration of 

art is on the third floor. There, I discover 

Silk Crewel Work on Satin, early-1900s 
handiwork from Malouf's Lebanese 

family, and a watercolor by Malouf titled 

Smoke Rising, a portrait of a woman 

against a smoky background.  

Downstairs, a red-walled room off of 

the former nave beckons. Just inside, we 

turn and peer out toward the living room, 
which affords aview of an inscription over 

the Mansion's front doors: "It is not always

6 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2012
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granted to the sower to see the harvest" In 

the other direction, large windows frame 

the courtyard-style Four Seasons Garden, 
one of fourjardines a lafrangaise designed 

by Malouf. Mossy bricks, overgrown with 

ivy, wall in the garden. Dappled light and a 

gurgling fountain give this space-guarded 

by four English lead sculptures (cherubic 

nods to each season)-an intimate appeal.  

The Pavilion Garden, where Corinthian 

columns support a crested roof, reflects 

Malouf's time at NYC's Institute for the 

Study of Classical Architecture. Next, we 

head to the Hathoot Garden, a favorite for 

weddings and concerts. Inspiration for its 

central sunken meadow came from Ma

louf's studies at France's Chateau de La 

Napoule. Then, we venture into the Sculp

ture Garden, dominatedbyComingof Win

ter: The Forerunner by William Pochial.  

The large bronze-a graceful figure, some

what off-balance and shielding his eyes

portrays the artist's concern with environ

mental balance in the modern world.  

The Foundation opened its doors in June 

2009 by highlighting J.C.Leyendecker's 
contribution to American art. Since then, 
shows have included a Mary Cassatt 

exhibition and the Smithsonian's In 

Focus: National Geographic Greatest 

Portraits (with Canadian the only Texas 

stop). During my visit, there is an exhibit 

featuring the work of safari wildlife art

ist Craig Bone, a native of Rhodesia who 

infuses his wildlife with breathtaking 

vitality. One of the works on display-Eve

ning Chase-depicts cheetahs so lifelike 

that they appear to bound off the canvas.  

We return to the visitor's center, where 

the gift shop beckons with its own objets 

d'art, and as I browse, I smile, thinking that 

this impulsive sojourn has revealed a cache 
of unexpected treasures.  

The Citadelle 
Art Foundation 
is at 520 E. Nelson Ave., in Canadian.  
For details, call 806/323-8899; www.  
thecitadelle.org.

JANUARY 2012 1 texashighways.com 7
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scover the magic of the Texas Hill Country Arts in 
Ke-rville, one hour west of San Antonio on 1-10.  

Enjoy live theatre, art and music festivals, classical music 
productions, museums, galleries and an amazing array of 
annual events. 800-221-7958 -KerrvilleTexasCVBcom



Respect 
the Bean! 

Specialty coffee in Texas 

Text by JESSICA DUPUY 

VIVIDLY REMEMBER MY FIRST 
taste of coffee, a bitter, face-scrunch

ing sip stolen from my dad's Ducks Un

limited mug when I was five years old.  

But I also remember my best cup of coffee

a simple latte (espresso with steamed milk) 

from Austin's Caffe Medici-a velvety, nutty 

concoction that tasted of caramelized sugar, 
made all the more special by an ornate de

sign of frothed milk. One eye-opening sip 

set the wheels in motion for an exploration 

of Texas' burgeoning specialty-coffee scene.  

Austin alone is home to more than a half

dozen gourmet coffeehouses; my favorites include Caffe Medici, 
Houndstooth Coffee, Once Over, Juan Pelota Cafd, and Thun

derbird Coffee. Dallas offers such specialty coffee spots as the 

Pearl Cup and Oddfellows, while in San Antonio, a place called 

Sip caters to downtown drinkers and Local Coffee serves 

crowds in the suburb of Stone Oak (and soon in Alamo Heights).  

And in Houston, there's a burgeoning specialty coffee scene led 

by such places as Down House and Greenway Coffee & Tea.  

But what makes a good cup of coffee? I recently attended a 

barista-training course at the Austin roaster Cuvde Coffee, and 

I learned that there's more to specialty coffee than tossing a few 

scoops of grounds into a machine and pressing a button. First, 
know that when you order coffee drinks (lattes, cappuccinos, 
and americanos, for example), the majority of them are made

with espresso, which doesn't refer to the bean (or how dark it's 

roasted), but rather to the process. Espressc is a method of extrac

tion using ground coffee beans, water, and a pressurized machine 

known as an espresso maker. Second, know that quality is about 

where the beans came from and how well they were handled 

before they made it to your cup, which means that coffeehouse 

owners have very close relationships with their roasters.  

Take, for instance, Caffe Medici, where my own coffee jour

ney began. Owner Michael Vaclav, who spent his college years 

in Austin learning about coffee 

a: hangouts like JP's Java, later A marriage of flavor, aroma, 
gained experience from such creamy texture, and artful pre

nationally acclaimed roasters sentation elevate a dassic cap
as Chicago's Intelligentsia and puccino at Austin's Caff Medici.

8 texashighways.com [ JANUARY 2012
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Join US! Get 12 issues chock-full 
of Texas' best getaways, events, attrac
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Durham's Counter Culture. Determined 

to open a shop that would put Austin on 

the specialty-coffee map, Vaclav formed 

a partnership with local coffee roaster 

Mike McKim of Cuvee Coffee, a com

pany known for forging direct relation

ships with farmers in Africa and Central 

and South America. Vaclav opened Caffe 

Medici in 2006.  

Since then, Vaclav has opened two 

more Caffe Medici locations, one on the 

University of Texas campus and one in 

the heart of downtown Austin. While 

each spot has its own distinct environ

ment, I like the original spot on West 

Lynn for its warm, community-oriented 

vibe. Housed in a brown 1950s-style bun

galow, Caffe Medici buzzes with whirs 

and hisses from the espresso machine, 
loud bursts from the coffee grinder, and 

the steady hum of neighborly chatter.  

That's precisely the environment Robby 

Grubbs wanted to create for San Anto

nio's Local. Inspired by Medici's business 

model, Grubbs opened Local Coffee in San 

Antonio's Stone Oak suburb in 2010, and 

is currently in negotiations to open a sec

ond location in the city's Alamo Heights 

neighborhood. On any given Monday at 

9:30 a.m., you're likely to find 70 people 

in the shop sipping coffee with friends, or

Specialty 
Coffee Shops

AUSTIN HOU N 
SAN.  
ANTONIO

Most shops mentioned in this 
story have individual websites and/or 

Facebook pages that list locations, hours, and 
menus. Fire up your favorite search engine! 

For details about Caffe Medici in Austin, see 
www.caffemedici.com.  

For details about Local Coffee in San Antonio, 
see www.localcoffeesa.com.  

For details about Down House in Houston, 
see www.downhousehouston.com.  

To learn more about Greenway Coffee & Tea 
and the upcoming Blacksmith Coffee Bar, 
see www.greenwaycoffee.com, or check 
Blacksmith's Facebook page.

simply stoppingin for a grab-and-go order.  
And then there's coffee aficionado Chris 

Cusack, owner of Austin's Thunderbird 
Coffee, a popular hangout with two loca

A transcendent cup of 
coffee depends on the 
skills of the growers, 

roasters, and the baristas 

who prepare it and 

serve it to you.  

tions. Cusack, who grew up in Houston's 
Heights neighborhood, recently opened 
Down House not far from his childhood 
home, aiming for a community spot that

A FUN 
WITH OUT 
THE FUSS 

KIND A 
PLACE.

slar.c4n fiyie.  Port ansae® 
&MUSJANG ISLAND

could serve as a coffeehouse, restaurant, 
and bar. "People are interested in value

not necessarily a bargain, but value for 

their time and money. We want to spend 
our money on quality." 

"For us, it's about quality in everything 

we do," says Greenway Coffee & Tea owner 

David Buehrer, whose latest endeavor, 
Blacksmith Coffee Bar, is slated to open 

this spring on the rapidly evolving "lower 

Westheimer curve" of Houston's Mon

trose neighborhood. "If you like vanilla 

lattes from a large chain, we can make you 

a vanilla latte. But we're going to use local, 
unhomogenized milk, house-made natu

ral syrup, and expertly roasted beans," he 

says. "It's going to be the best vanilla latte 

you've ever had. It's easy for me to talk for 

hours about different varietals and roast

ing techniques, but it's more meaningful to 

simply have people taste an excellent cof

fee. Our job is to respect the flavors of the 

bean and let you be the judge." T

)l 

/

WHOOPING CRANE 
iFESTIVAL 

FEB. 23-26, 2012
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Adventures 

in Longview 
In this East Texas town, 

visitors find shopping, dining, 
music, history, and nature 

Text by KIMBERLY FISH 

After the East Texas oilfield was discovered 

in 1930, Longview's population boomed with 
wildcatters-turned-millionaires. The Gregg 

County Historical Museum (background) 

chronicles the county's history.  

10 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2012

OME FRIENDS FROM DALLAS CALLED THE OTHER DAY, GIVING 
me grief about why I hadn't made the drive to see them in a while, and I said, 
quite simply, that I was having too much fun in Longview to mess with the 

traffic in BigD. Since they seemed dubious, I invited them to Longview 

for the weekend, prepared to surprise them with the arts and eats 

treasures found in my East Texas hometown.  

East of Canton, Texas' landscape begins to change from prairie to 

a classic Piney Woods terrain, complete with pine forests and rich, 
acidic soil. In the springtime, dogwoods, azaleas, and roses entice 

admirers from across the state, and few East Texas gardens can top 

the early-spring carpet of yellow daffodils found at Mrs. Lee's Daffodil Garden in 

nearby Gladewater. In 1960, Helen Lee, the widow of a wealthy oil baron, bought a 

boxcar of daffodil bulbs and planted them around a small lake on her property; today 

the flowers spread across 28 acres. The window of opportunity to view them is small

six weeks in February and March, depending on rain and other conditions-so don't 

miss it if you make the trip during this time.  

My friends arrived on a Friday evening, so we beelined to downtown Longview for 

dinner at Tyler Street Bistro, where we caught up over 4touffee-topped crab cakes, thick 

T-bone steaks, and glasses ofcabernet sauvignon. After dinner, we strolledthe two blocks 

to the Longview Museum of Fine Arts, which was hosting an exhibit of Andy Warhol 

paintings on loanfrom alocal resident. Year round, the museum showcases an impressive 

permanent collection of works by Picasso, Chagall, and Texans such as Jerry Bywaters 

and Charles Umlauf. And, an insider tip: Every other month or so on Friday night, the 

LMFAserves as an unlikelylive-musicvenue, with intimate concerts inthe maingallery.
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Early Saturday morning, I picked up my 

friends at their hotel, excited to take them 

to one of my favorite weekend events: the 

Historic Downtown Farmer's Market, 
which operates April through November 

beneath white party tents at High and Cot

ton streets. We found coffee and cinnamon 

rolls to satisfy our breakfast cravings and 

visited with vendors offering artisan 

breads, native flowers, gourmet goat 

cheeses, fresh eggs, humanely produced 

meats, and organic fruits and vegetables.  

Thinking ahead, I had packed a cooler.  

With a shared interest in architecture, 
we drove next to the nearby Nugget Hill 

Historic District, a neighborhood that 

developed in the 1930s after the discov

ery ofthe East Texas oilfield turned many 

area wildcatters into tycoons. Spanish

Colonial and Mediterranean-style man

sions with broad lawns and gardens speak 

to the influx of wealth that transformed 

the city during this period.  

My Dallas friends did have one "must

see" site on their agenda: They wanted to go 

to The Bargain Box. Managed by the Junior 
League of Longview, the Box is packed with 

past-season couture from Neiman Marcus 

stores in Dallas, Houston, Austin, and out

of-state. Searching for Armani dresses and 

Blahnik heels at a fraction of the original 

price was enough to keep us occupied for 

hours, but with more to show them, I hur

ried them to one of my favorite Longview 

restaurants: Pizza King.  

They hadn't lived-I promised-until 

they tried Pizza King's thin-crust pizzas.  

Started as awalk-up in the 1960s, the Pizza 

King has maintained its retro ambience 

with a stylized sign, chrome barstools, 
and red vinyl booths. And the pizza

Longview 
is north of 1-20 about 40 miles 

from the Louisiana border. For more 
information about attractions, restaurants, 

accommodations, and events, call 903/753
3281; www.visitlongviewtexas.com,

abold grilled-chickenversion and another 
made with mushrooms and sausage

made good on my promise. We couldn't 

dawdle too long, however, as we had 
tickets to see a production of Oklahoma! 

In the springtime, 
dogwoods, azaleas, and 

roses entice visitors.  

at LeTourneau University's S.E. Belcher 

Performance Center, a hall with a reputa

tion for excellent acoustics and a diverse 

lineup of entertainment ranging from pia

nist Jim Brickman to Riverdance.  

The next day, a tour of the Gregg County 

Historical Museum, housed in a 1910 build

ing that still has its original tile floors and

YEAR-ROUND FUN IN HIDALGO 
2012 

PROUDLY PRESENTED BY 

Kraft foods

Coming March 1- 4, 2012 to State 
The largest, oldest, cultural and musical heritage 
festival in South Texas that takes place over four 

days and nights of fun and excitement is almost 

here! Join us with your friends for the "British 
Invasion" as Internationally Award winning 

BorderFest celebrates England. Come enjoy a bit 

of the London experience, nightly illuminated 
parades, world famous entertainers, fun for the 

kids, delicious food and so much more. Until then 
amigos, Cheerio! 

www.myborderfest.com 
956-843-2734, 956-843-2286

Farm Arena 

1, T
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pressed-tin ceilings, helped flesh out the 

county's history of Caddos, gunslingers, 
inventors, wildcatters, and entrepreneurs.  

Longview, we learned, contributed might

ily to the 1940s war effort by supplying 

petroleum to the northeast via an above

ground pipeline known as "The Big Inch." 

Shipping oil by tanker would have risked 
sabotage by German submarines, so this 

pipeline-in reality, two feet in diameter

played asignificantrole intheAlliedvictory.  

For our last meal together, I took my 

friends to a combination meat market/ 

restaurant called the Butcher Shop, 
where we indulged in eggs, crispy bacon, 
and plump biscuits with gravy. We moved 

on to the Paul G. Boorman hike-and-bike 

trail, an easy path that bisects the city, to 

refresh our senses. With sunlight filter

ing through the trees, my friends told me 

it was time to head back to the Metro

plex. But they promised they'd be back to 

Longview again, and soon.,,



" were ca pdnot fth-e Canadian 
in he intr o187 whn abignorherble inoneday.  

SI h -just shot several buffa cows and skinned thmi when 

ae, a wd X. used the fresh hides as cover 

tt nght to keeps f: free to death. The next day 

s Christmas and one of my men sat by the fire and wept 

ike a child fror the hardship of the winter col(." 

_--J. WRIGHT rMOOAR, BUFFALO -INTER ON THE TEXAS PLAINS

rn w"rwv nV # 110 )xi at r~y'fj ir~

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.te xashighwaysprintscom,
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A LEGENDARY PHOTOGRAPHER RECOUNTS 

TALES OF WINTER'S TOUGHEST CONDITIONS 

IN THE REGION'S ROUGHEST COUNTRY.  

Text and Photographs by WYMAN MEINZER 

i weather takes on power as a 

phenomenon of intrigue and concern for Tex

ans-particularly those living in and travel

ing through North Texas. As J. Wright Moo

ar's quote (above left) illustrates, the icy snow 

driven across the plains by a winter storm 

created a more ominous tone within the lives 

of many rural Texans in past generations than 

it does today. Because I was raised on a ranch 

in the Texas rolling plains of Knox County, 

north of Abilene, I grew up knowing that win

ter consistently presented daunting challen

ges. I gained this awareness because we al

ways faced the typical chores of general ranch 

work, no matter what the weather. In the pro

cess of handling and managing these chores, 

I came to understand and appreciate the 

h hardships and concerns etched by bitter cold 

into the consciousness 
A herd of cattle trudges through 

of the old-timers who the snow in the wake of a win

had battled winter ter storm just two miles west 
of Meinzer's home in the Knox 

weather for decades. County village of Benjamin.

JANUARY 2012 1 texashighways.com 13
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In the same way winter's A windmill stands as a silent 
strength earned my respect reminder of its resilience to the 
as a ranch hand, I also paid wind and snow of the northern 

attention to the weather Panhandle region near Dalhart.  

from the viewpoint of a neo

phyte photographer. In those situations, I registered 

the beauty and wonderment that winter snows could 

bring to the land and I also learned to revel in the an

ticipation of an impending storm, both for the expec

tation of weather change and for the crisply outlined 

beauty it might bring to an otherwise stark and even 

mundane winter landscape.  

Similar to many others who grew up in the rural re

gions of the Big Empty (aka The Big Country) in north

west Texas, I enjoy a very personal connection with win

ter and I'm aware of the varied personalities that define 

the season and its temperament. Because I've grown up 

listening to the stories told by the older generation of 

ranchers and cattlemen, I relish the tales of past winter 

storms, and the colorful descriptions of those ephemeral 

yet dramatic phenomena that typically struck without 

warning, inflicted their damage (or worked their magic), 
and then dissipated just as quickly as they arrived.  

1.L J : lN 1, buffalo hunter, military scout, and 

recipient of the Medal of Honor for heroism in battle 

on the Texas plains during the late 1870s, wrote, "The 

plains country beats the world for quick changes in 

weather patterns." And many of the stories I've been 

told by the generation before me support Dixon's ob

servations about winter on the plains of North Texas.

}K

To order a print of the windm ill photograph (top left), call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwa ysprints.com,

14 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2012
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One story from my father resonates in my memory: "The 

weather was as beautiful in spring as you can imagine," he said, 
"but by the next morning there was six inches of snow on the 

ground and we could not finish working the c Dws. [The storm] 

struck without warning." This was one story of many that my dad, 
an old-school cowboy, told me about working cattle in the 1940s 

on the ranch where the family lived and on which I was raised.  

And my own later experiences support Dixon's contention that 

the unexpected often brought trials and discomfort for those not 

prepared to deal with the unharnessed power of winter's wrath.  

"...a blizzard is more appalling than a tornado, for the latter 

can be dodged, but the blizzard is everywhere and sets its teeth 

into a man's vitals, wherever he may be." 

-BILLY DIXON'S DESCRIPTION OF 19TH-CENTURY WINTER STORMS ON THE PLAINS.  

16 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2012

len 111CS WS of Benjamin, you'll find wide-open 

country that was once covered in prairie dog towns and 
churned by the cloven hooves of countless bison until the last 
quarter of the 19th Century. Standing on a hilltop overlook
ing an expansive waterscape some 30 years ago, I could see 
a flock of Canadian geese huddled in a tight group, swimming 

constantly as if to prevent the shallow stock tank from freez
ing solid in the bitter cold brought into the country by a howl

ing December norther.  

My intent that day was to photograph waterfowl in winter 

conditions, but this brutal frontal system was proving to be 
almost overpowering, with its 30-mph wind driving snow 
and dropping temperatures to near 15 degrees. Sheltering 

my heavy 500mm telephoto lens and camera beneath layers 
of clothing, I leaned into the killing cold and began my stalk.
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Early morning light plays over 

a fresh snowfall in the northern 

Panhandle near Parnpa 

A flock of wild turkeys wends 

its way through a snowy 

late-winter landscape near 

Texas 114 in Dickens County.  

To order a print of this photo

graph, call 866/962-1191, or visit 

www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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After three hours of effort, I was still crouched 

beneath a willow tree, 50 yards from shore 
on 12 inches of ice, clutching my camera with 
its viewfinder now coated by an eighth of an 
inch of ice. No matter what I did, I couldn't 

seem to make that ice melt off the camera.  
Each time that I view the images I made dur
ing the experience, I recall that frosty day 

nearly three decades ago when it seemed that 
Alaska had swapped weather with Texas and 

refused to give it back.  
Too few people in current times realize that 

nature often forewarns us of weather changes, 
whether the change is a spring storm or the icy 
blasts of winter. I first noticed this phenomenon some 40 years 
ago, when the older cowboys mentioned that an abrupt change 
in the normal behavior of wildlife, and even of insects, precedes 
significant weather changes. For example, flies might begin to 
suddenly attack livestock and people, biting any exposed flesh.  
Skunks and opossums, mammals rarely seen in the winter sea
son, unexpectedly begin to move about the landscape at all 
hours, and coyotes will howl during the day instead of at twi
light and after nightfall. All these signs can indicate that a win
ter storm is tracking its way from the far north.  

Another premonitory phenomenon is the onset of unusual
ly balmy and pleasant weather just before the approach of 
extreme winter weather. Many times I have enjoyed unsea
sonably calm conditions in the morning only to notice a few 
hours later that a blue haze is rolling in from the north. Within 
minutes, the temperature plummets 30 or 40 degrees with

. 7 
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A cottontail rabbit 
sits out a snowstorm 
in Dickens County 
along Texas 114.  
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gale-force winds mixed with sleet and snow. An excellent example 

of this phenomenon occurred in the 1960s, when I was one of sev

eral cowboys riding horseback and driving a herd of cattle several 

miles to another pasture. The day was so warm and balmy that I 

decided to not wear a jacket despite the knowledge that the season 

offered perfect conditions for a blue norther. I soon regretted my 

decision to leave the coat at home.  

About two miles from the final destination, an ominous haze 

appeared on the horizon and within minutes, the wind shifted 

from out of the north, steadily increasing. After only a few min

utes of pushing the cattle westward I began to feel the effects 

of wind chill. I dismounted, and resorted to walking and leading 

my horse in the hope of minimizing the cold that was quickly 

chilling me to the bone.  

During the past 30-odd years of chasing storms, sunsets, and 

sunrises over the great state of Texas with camera in tow, I have 

encountered many amazing opportunities to experience and some

times effectively document the ephemeral if somewhat delicate 

beauty seen in the harsh nature of 

A herd of pronghorn takes a a plains winter storm. I cannot guess 

midday respite after a very how many times over the past dec

heavy snowfall in Caprock ades that I have sat up at night for 

Canyons State Park near the hours tracking the path of an incom

town of Quitaque. ing storm to finally jump into my

Deep snowdrifts create a fascinating design alongside 

Texas 114 in Knox County. High winds and blowing 
snow often create such incredible scenes for travelers.  

To order a print of the snowdrift photograph (above), call 

866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com

Bison survive the North 

Texas winters with a 

thick coat. This creature 

withstands the cold of a 

winter storm at Caprock 

Canyons State Park.

JANUARY 2012 1 texashighways.com 19
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pickup for a drive to intercept This male cardinal perches on 

its line of travel. And assuredly, a silver leaf nightshade stalk in 

each excursion has a story that Palo Ouro Canyon State Park.  

offers insight into the lifeway 

and psyche of a photographer hopelessly drawn to the sur

real nature of a Texas blue norther.  

Sweeping over Palo Duro Canyon shooting aerial pho

tos from an open helicopter in the 18-degree cold or leav

ing home at 3 a.m. and driving 200 miles through a snow 

storm so I could perch on the precipice of a canyon rim at 

sunrise for photos might seem a bit insane to the average 

person. But to those of us who revel in the exhilaration of 

winter in its finest hour, this cloak of white and its evanes

cent visit to our land offers a welcome sight.  

I no longer ride a horse into the teeth of a winter storm, 
because my steed is now a Toyota Tundra, but the desire 

to communicate the ephemeral and somewhat delicate 

beauty created by a Texas blue norther continues to 

energize me. I'm completely drawn to the surreal effects 

and the raw power of winter weather gone wild. TH 

From his home and studio in the Big Country town of Benjamin, 
north of Abilene, WY MAN MEN ZER stalks wildlife and sun

rises with equal intensity. leinzer is the author of many books 

that feature his photography. Visit wwwiwymanmeinzer.com.  

20 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2012

JK, NJ

w 

Owl



*1 

,- " 
Ar 

4w 

r u 

AI 

4C
JANUARY 2012 I texashighways.com 21



,.>' ~h9 
0,

1 ,;

te



SWEET DREAMS ARE MADE OF 
THESE UNUSUAL ACCOMMODATIONS 

Text by MELISSA GASKILL 

Photographs by t GRIFFIS SMITH 

SOMETIMES WHEN I TRAVEL AND LOOK FOR A PLACE TO STAY, 

I just need shower and a bed. But other times, the lodging 
is the main draw, or at last plays a starring role in the trip, 

reflecting an ar eas history and character, perhaps, or offering 

a unique experience. Keep in mind that these places tend to 

be small or in out-of-the-wxay locales (or both), so reservations

are good idea. iere are afew ofmy favorites.  

Teepee Motel, Wharton 
COMING AROUND a curve on Business 59 just outside Whar

ton, I'm greeted by a row of 10 teepees arranged across an 

open field. Built in 1942, this unusual motel is one of the few 

survivors of the American heyday of car travel and motels.  

It closed in the 1980s, then was restored by lottery winners 

Barbara and Bryon Woods and reopened in 2006. Each tee

pee is a separate room, small but complete; the bathroom 

takes up about a quarter of the round structure and the rest 

of it is surprisingly spacious, with a full-size bed, nightstand, 
couch, desk, chair, refrigerator, and microwave. After spend
ing the day at the beach (just an hour away), we eye the 

grill outside our room but pop into town for a take-out pizza 

instead. While we eat our pie, we watch kids 

When Barbara and Bryon Woods play under an oak tree and among the "art 

won the Texas lottery, they invested arrows"-their shafts nearly as thick as tele

their winnings in renovating the 10 phone poles. The Teepee Motel brings back 

stucco teepees of Wharton's Teepee memories of a childhood filled with classic 
Motel, which dates to 1942. Westerns and a weekly dose of Gunsmoke.  

When the sun goes down and I finally drift 

To order a print of the Teepee Motel photograph, cal 866/962-1191 or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.

Marfa's 18-acre El Cosmico 

campground offers overnight 
lodging in vintage trailers, 

modern yurts, and a re-crea

tion o aSioux teepee.

Im 
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Each of the Teepee Motel's ac-
cnmmndati

room: a full 
end a small

ons features a bath- off to sleep, I swear I hear horses nickering outside.  

bed, a mini-kitchen, Nearby: Matagorda Bay Nature Park, 
seating area. Brazos Bend State -ark, Wharton River

front Park, Colorado River. ))To reach the 

Teepee Motel, call 979/282-8474, www.teepeemotel.net.
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El Cosmico, Marfa 
AUSTIN HOTELIER Liz Lambert grew up spending time at a family 

ranch near Marfa, a place that she sais evokes a sense of freedom and 

inspires creativity. When 18 acres came up for sale there, she envi

sioned using it to escape from city life, sleeping on the land beneath a 

sky full of stars. She began to dream of creating a public retreat called 

El Cosmico, named for a place she remembered in Mexico.  

"For years, we kicked around on the land, seeing the natural flow of 

where things should be, playing with different ideas;' Lambert says.  

"One day, we just decided to go for it and open our doors and see how 

it went." Guests can now choose from- an 

eclectic ass ortment of accommodations, El Cosmico's teepee feature 
including restored 1950s trailers, canvas a king-size futon and cce 
safari tents, yurts, and a 19-foot-tall teepee, to a g-ove of hammocks a, 
which may be the only one on the planet a communal outdoor litch 

24 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2012
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with a king-size One of the most significant 

bed. There's historic sites in Texas, Presidio 

also an outdoor La Bahia near Goliad offers 
cooking area overnight lodging in the fort's 
with a refrig- former officer's quarters.  

erator, sink, hot 

plates, and grills, as well as picnic tables 

and hammocks. Camping is allowed on 

the grounds, and the owners planted 

trees to provide shade during the day. You 

won't find televisions at El Cosmico, but 

who cares? You'll enjoy excellent stargaz

ing at night, conversation on the porch 

or around one of the fire pits, and that 

authentic Marfa vibe-mellow, relaxing, 
and just a little offbeat.  

Nearby: Marfa art galleries, 
Marfa Lights Viewing Area, 
Davis Mountains State Park, McDon

ald Observatory, Big Bend National Park.  

))To reach El Cosmico, call 432/729-1950; 
www.elcosmico.com.  

Officer's Quarters at 
Presidio La Bahia, Goliad 
JUST SOUTH of the town of Goliad, Pre
sidio La Bahia looks out over the green 

ribbon formed by the San Antonio River.  

Standing here, with a clear view of the

'
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countryside as sunset On a 9.5-mile driving tour ol 

sends pink streaks Fossil Rim Wildlife Center, 

across the sky, I can guests can feed numerous ani

see why Spaniards mals, induding European red 

arriving in 1749 deer, which are related to elk.  

chose this piece of 

high ground to build a fort to protect their new 

community of La Bahia.  

The Presidio, the oldest standing fort west 

of the Mississippi, contains a museum and a still

active Catholic church-and offers lodging in a 
two-bedroom, stone apartment that used to be 

part of the officers' quarters. In the waning light, 
the old church fades into a black silhouette as I 

walk to my room. I pull open the heavy wooden 

door, which creaks like an old saddle, and enter 
the storied stone lodging, which has a full kitchen 

equipped with colorful Mexican pottery, a sim

ple living area with a sofa and fireplace, and 

brightly patterned blankets on the beds.  

In 1829, the name of the settlement that grew 

up around the fort was changed from La Bahia to Goliad, an anagram 

of the name of Father Hidalgo (without the silent "h"), who launched 

the Mexican fight for independence from Spain in 1810. Then, during 

the Texas Revolution, on March 27,1836, Texian Colonel James Fan

nin and more than 300 of his men were executed by Mexican troops 

at the Presidio. After the victory at San Jacinto in April, Texian troops 

buried the remains of those killed here, and eventually the town 

moved to its present location across the river. In 1938, a monument 

was dedicated over the mass grave. Some claim the fort is haunted, but 

I feel no supernatural presences-just a sense of the significance of the 

events that took place here.  

Nearby: Goliad Paddling Trail, Goliad State Park & Historic 

Site, Fannin Memorial Monument, Fannin Battlefield 

State Historic Site. ))To reach the Presidio, call 361/645
3752; www.presidiolabahia.org/quarters.  

Foothills Safari Camp at 
Fossil Rim Wildlife Center, Glen Rose 
EARLY-MORNING SUN bathes a still pond in golden light. A horned 

antelope steps from the trees and walks cautiously to the water, 
creating ripples across the surface as he drinks. A line of ibex, bear

ing the species' signature ebony stripes on their flanks, approaches 

from another direction.  

I rub my eyes and reach for my camera, sliding open the door to my 

room at Fossil Rim Wildlife Center near 

Glen Rose. One of a half-dozen structures 
Rim offers two twn bds, designed to look and feel like African 
private bath, and air condition safari tents, it has solid walls beneath the ing and heat-plus a view of 

canvas, as well as twin beds, a full bath, 

on f ath ner mostpops. electricity, and air conditioning.  
ular animal-gathering spots. A nonprofit organization involved in a

worldwide program of captive breeding of 

endangered and threatened animals, Fossil 

Rim is home to some 50 different species, 
from addax to zebras. The tents, found in 

an area of Fossil Rim called the Foothills 

Safari Camp, provide ideal spots for watch

ing some of these animals visit the water

ing hole. Overnight stays also come with a 

hot breakfast and free admission to Fossil 

Rim's 9.5-mile driving tour-complete 

with a bag of feed, which endears guests 

instantly to the wild residents. Back at the 

lodging area, a three-course seated dinner 

with two entree options and a children's 

menu is also available by reservation on 

Friday and Saturday.  

Nearby: Dinosaur Valley State 

Park, Glen Rose attractions, 

Paluxy River. ))To reach Fossil 

Rim, call 254/897-2960; www.  
fossilrim.org.  

Room 55, Star of Texas B&B, 
Brownwood 
THE STAR OF TEXAS Bed and Breakfast 

occupies wooded, rolling hills a few miles 

north of Brownwood. Seven room options 

include a secluded cottage with hot tub, 

an upstairs suite with private balcony and 

hot tub, and Room 55-a restored 1955 

Spartan Park Home travel trailer. Staying 
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in the gleaming sil- clements suoh as stone, metal, 
ver structure feels a and wood create a relaxing 
bit like time travel. nbiance at Brownwood's 
Touches such as an Star of Texas B&B.  
outdoor patio built 

with bricks from Brownwood's original down

town JC Penney building help continue the 

illusion. Thankfully, the 1950s theme doesn't 

mean guests have to give up Wi-Fi, cr a r_icro

wave, refrigerator, and coffee maker And, since 

this is a B&B, the proprietors deliver a full, hot 

breakfast (usually quiche, fruit, ani pastries).  

After breakfast, I wander the property's 

one-mile nature trail, which includes art instal

lations such as a bottle tree, wind chimes made 

of found items like pieces of stained-glass and 

broken handrails, and engraved stones. Glass 

and metal art creations also sprinke the rest of 

the grounds, and a pair of miniature donkeys 

and several cats often come calling. (If you're 

lucky, you might also spy deer and armadillos.) 

Special packages include a picnic dinner com

plete with a bottle of wine from Brennan Vine
yards in nearby Comanche; on-site massages 

and yoga are also available.

-r 

Nearby: Lehnis Railroad Museum, Lake Brownwood 

State Park, Rising Star Vineyards, Brennan Vine
yards ))To reach the Star of Texas B&B, call 800/ 
850-2003; www.star-of-texas.com.  

Exotic Resort Zoo, Johnson City 
THE OWNERS of the 137-acre Exotic Resort Zoo, Dennis and 

Marilyn Bacque, originally envisioned their Hill Country prop

erty as a simple getaway spot-until they started raising animals 

like zebras and elk and couldn't bear to sell the offspring. The 

couple changed course, and in 1995, created a preserve called 

the Exotic Ranch Zoo, where the animals could live in peace 

and the public could view and interact with them. A few years
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later, the Bacques began offering lodging here. Today, five cedar 

cabins overlook fields of grazing zebras, buffalo, elk, and other 

wildlife, their front porches an excellent spot from which to 

enjoy the unusual view. Three of the cabins have full kitchens, 
and all have access to an outdoor kitchen. picnic area, barbe

cue grill, pool table, swimming pool, and hot tub. A night's stay 

includes a tour of the zoo in an open-sided, covered trailer, 
departing whenever guests are ready. Armed with a bucket 

of feed ($6), my daughter, Bridget, and I had many of the 500 

or so resident animals literally eating out of our hands. Not 

content with those slobbery encounters, we picked up another 

bucket in the gift shop and slipped into the petting zoo for un

limited, up-close and personal attention from various deer,

a llama, kangaroos, and an assortment of goats that clearly 

never miss a meal and don't plan to start now. m 

Nearby: Lyndon B. Johnson State Park & Historic Site, 
Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park, Old Tun

nel Wildlife Management Area, Pedernales Falls State 
Park. ))To reach the Exotic Resort Zoo, call 830/868-4357; 
www.zooexotics.com.  

A ustin ivriter MELISSA GASKLL enjoys hiking, camping, canoeing, 
and other tdors parsaits. Texas Highways Phiao Editor 

GRIFF SMITH has depicted the state through photographyfor more 

than thrce decades.
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S IS S Y: You a real cowboy? 

B U D : Well that depends on what you think a real cowboy is? 

S 1 S S Y : Know how to do the two-step? 

B U D : You bet.  

S I S S Y: Wanna prove it? 

-URBAN COWBOY (1980) 

4 4 

9 9 9 a 9 1 

s l 

'Tehe 'cni dnc-se kees onkcI 

a: a - a s t 

- xA 

a~



V li ?' 
4II fu 

a i "a 

,A; 

k 

y , 

ee.  

r

7



It's a pure Texas moment: 
I'm scooting my Justin ropers across the hard

wood floor of Twin Sisters Dance Hall south of 

Blanco. The fiddle sings sweetly as Billy Garza 

and his band 40 Guns strike up a country classic: 

"Amarillo by mornin', up from San Antone...." 

I step and glide with my dance partner, Susi, 

while whispering, "Quick-quick..slow...slow." It 

helps to count out the steps since Susi's new to 

two-stepping and 'r no urban cowboy. We find 

our stride and circle the dance floor, spinning 

around as if riding a carousel.  

-st a 
Albert Dance 

HallI

r $t>a&r 
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One of the oldest dance halls in Texas, Twin Sisters 
dates to 1870. Six generations of lccal families belong

ing to the Twin Sisters Hall Club have preserved not 

only the original tin-sided building, but alse a Texas 

heritage of traditional country dancing.  

The band starts another song, and couples flood the dance floor.  

Teenage boys sporting saucer-sized belt buckles pair up with girls 

clad in blue-jean shorts and red cowboy boots. Silver-haired gen

tlemen in pressed Wranglers 

LEE T:A w s:ppg V<sp today, ( h and white western shirts step 

1922 Albert Dance hall (about five miles lively with graceful ladies in 

southeast of Stonewall; www.alberttexas, flouncy cowgirl skits. Grade
con) once featured German brass bands. schoolers in boots and cowboy 

ABOVE: Put your own spin on two-steppin' hats kick ur their heels.  

at Austin's Broken Spoke, which offers "You get a real sense of com

dance lessons four nights a week, munity at old dance halls like



this," says Elaine, a dancer from Wimberley dressed in black like 

Johnny Cash. "This is where Texas learns to dance." 

T exans love their icons, from Longhorn cattle and long

necks to Bob Wills and Willie Nelson. Add to the list the 
Texas two-step, the most popular country dance in the 

nation. Although Texas has designated the square dance 

as its official state folk dance, tze two-step rules in honky-tonks 

and dance halls around the sta:e.  

Along with country music, the two-step has a timeless appeal that 

transcends generations and geography. Casual, fun, and simple, the 

two-step is easy to learn for people of all ages and abilities, and it's 

one of those activities you don't need to be good at to enjoy.  

Most country dance patterns use some type of two-step or 

"shuffle-step" footwork, often rixed with spins and turns bor

rowed from swing dancing. Good two-steppers move gracefully

ard quickly around the dance floor. They keep the upper body still, 
with minimal Elvis-style hip movements and other flourishes.  

Basic two-step footwork begins with two quick steps followed 

ly two slow steps danced in six counts to a four-count rhythm.  

Two-stepping couples progress counterclockwise around the 

dance floor-th-n leader takes forward steps; the follower back

ward steps that mirror the partner's moves.  

Sounds simple? It should be, except everyone has his or 

her own idiosyncratic style of two-stepping. Just like making 

chili or margaritas, two-steppers concoct endless variations 

from the same basic ingredients. In addition to the traditional 

Texas two-step with its side-to-side shuffling, there's the pro

gressive two-step (a simple walk with a quick-quick skip), the 

nearly stationary Arizona two-step (or rhythm two-step), the 

California two-step (or nightclub two-step, popular in discos), 
and the triple two-step (a.k.a., the Fort Worth shuffle), which 
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Tattooed bikers, Prius owners, cowboys, rockabillies, blue collars, students, and 

boomers PACK GINNY'S LITTLE LONGHORN SALOON WHEN DALE WATSON PERFORMS.

blends rapid, polka-style triple steps with a -as- walk.  

According to the late Betty Casey in Dance across Texas (1935), 
country dances using two-step footwork have existed since the 

19th Century. These cowboy dances evolved from a blend of Old 

World folk dances, such as the polka, varsouviana, schottische, 
and waltz, and were spread across the western frontier by immi

grants and settlers who "danced the splinters off the floor." 

Today's two-step dance originated with the collegiate foxtrot 

in the 1920s, which used brisk, hopping "slow-slow, quick-quick" 

steps. The collegiate foxtrot grew tamer over time, replacing the 

hops with a smooth, flat-footed gliding motion used in today's 

two-step. Eventually adopted by the square dance and country 

dance world, the original foxtrot became known as the "country 

foxtrot" and the Texas two-step.  

"The two-step is really the poor man's foxtrot,' confirms 
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Peter Turner, a dance instructor at Texas State University in San 
Marcos with a self-taught "Ph.D. in honky-tonking." According 

to Turner, two-stepping and swing dancing go together like chips 

and salsa. "You can apply all the turns, spins, and pretzels of East 
Coast swing to two-stepping," he says.  

From the 1930s through the 1950s, millions of Americans 

danced to Western Swing music in honky-tonks and dance halls.  
The legendary Texas fiddler Bob Wills became ins-rumental in 

this country dance renaissance. His infectious, jazz-inspired 

fiddle music got countless couples out on the floor dancing the 
Linty Hop, schottische, western-style jitterbug, and two-step.  

Interest in country dancing waned with the r ise of rock'n'roll in 
the 1950s ard '60s, followed by disco fever in the '70s. As the disco 

c raze peaked, America embraced country music again like a long

lost -over. The 1980 film Urban Cowboy, starring John Travolta
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~ Day. When twilight falls, the rodeo crowd pours into the dance 

pavilion, the band starts playing, and two-steppers glide around 

the dance slab dusted with cornmeal. It's two-stepping paradise 

beneath a starry sky.  

Al ancing is nothing more than moving foot to foot and 

w changing weight on the dance floor," says Sherry 

Reynolds, a master dance instructor and co-owner of 
Austin Uptown Dance, where I recently signed up for 

lessons. She adds, "Gentlemen, your job is to move her around, 
but first learn to lead and maneuver on a crowded dance floor." 

"Men, learn to dance!" agrees Twosy Dartez, an Austin-based 

dance instructor I met at Dallas Nightclub, a dancing hotspot in 

Austin for more than 30 years. "It's the only time in your life when 

you'll be totally in control-out on the dance floor." 

According to Dartez, the two-step has the most diverse 

movement of the social dances. "It's quick and allows fast turns 

and spins," she says. "You can put a lot of different patterns and 

rhythms together with the two-step." 

After learning the basics, I progressed from shuffling to 

Patsy Cline and Willie Nelson CDs in my living room to two

stepping to live music by the Cornell Hurd Band, James Hand, 
Dale Watson, and Bruce Robison at Austin's Broken Spoke.  

Established in 1964 by James 

Find Dale Watson and is Lone Stars M. White and hailed by Texas 

at Austin venues like Ginny ' Little Highways readers as "the best 
Longhorn tieft and below) the Broken honky-tonk in Texas," the Bro
Spoke, and The Continental Club. Search ken Spoke has stayed true to 

YouTube for performances of his two- its country roots for more than 

step how-to, "Quick Quick, Slow Slow." two generations.  

and Debra Winger and set in Gilley's in 

Pasadena, Texas, triggered a fascination F ee d lead 
with kicker culture. Billed as the world's Df al n s 
largest honky-tonk, Gilley's brought song "Quick Quick 
country dancing to the national stage. Slew law" ta 

Nowadays, two-stepping aficionados {,xasihy.a/ 

point their boots to traditional dance webe tra.  
halls and honky-tonks such as Floore's 

near San Antonio, Blanco's in Houston, 
The Stagecoach Ballroom in Fcrt Worth, and a bevy of old-time 
dance halls in small towns like Albert, Anhalt, Coupland, Gruene, 
Kendalia, and Luckenbach.  

If you like dancing alfresco, slip a coin into the juke box and r 
cwo-step the night away at Garner State Park's outdoor dance 3 
pavilion, which has hosted juke-box dances every summer night 59 92 " 2 - _ 

since the late 1930s. FXX 692992 .. "L68 

Or scoot over to Crider's Rodeo and Dance Hall on the banks A _ 494538 6i1D50f9 
of the Guadalupe River near Hunt. The Crider family hosted 

their first rodeo and dance in 1925, and the tradition lives on with 123 Z1 '/ O 
dances held every Saturday night from Memorial Day to Labor I71 U l588 P i' ^ 
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"The Spoke has 

survived because 

James White has good:" 
taste in dance bands 

and dance music," 

says retired country 

musician Tommy X 

Hancock. Hancock 

enjoys dancing in 

Austin honky-tonks, 

preferably barefoot or 

in socks. "That's the ABOVE: Wilde Nelson, Jerry Jeff Walker, and Waylon 
country way of danc- Jennings number among the honorary citizens of leg
ing," says Hancock, endary Luckenbach (wwwJuckenbachtexas.com).  
author of Zen and LEFT: A whir of couples shuffles across Twin Sisters' well
the Art of the Texas worn floors. The hall hosts both public and private events.  
Two-Step, a quirky, 

occasionally randy primer on country dance etiquette.  

For a fun and easy introduction to two-stepping, I take one of 

Terri White's dance lessons at the Spoke, held four nights a week.  

"I teach what I call the Broken Spoke swing-the classic two

step from the 1930s with some swing mixed in," says Terri, James 

White's eldest daughter.  Some venues like The Corntinental Club, which anchors South 
Austin's live music scene, have small dance floors suited for 

"barroom two-stepping," shuffling in place with rapid jitter

bug-style moves. This dance style works well with rockabilly 

and Western Swing music by the likes of Grammy Award-winning 

artist Redd Volkaert, "master of the telecaster." One Saturday after

noon at the Continental, I catch Volkaert burning up his red-glittered 

guitar to a jammed dance floor. During a break, Volkaert tells me, 
"The more they're dancing, the more I know they like the music." 

Maverick country traditionalist Dale Watson also understands 

this feedback loop between dancer and performer. Raised in 

Pasadena, the Texas troubadour cut his musical teeth at Gilley's.  

When he's not touring the U.S. :r Europe, he loves performing to 

dance crowds in Texas honky-tonks like Ginny's Little Longhorn 

Saloon, an Austin tradition for decades.  

Watson plays at Ginny's mos: Sunday afternoons during 

Chicken S**t Bingo, Watson's zany contribution to "Keep Austin 

Weird." Tattooed bikers, Prius owners, cowboys, rockabillies, 
blue collars, students, and boomers pack Ginny's when Watson 

performs, with just enough space in front of the band for a few 

dancing couples. Not all of them can do a proper two-step.  

"Over the years, I've seen so many people on the dance floor 

struggle with the Texas two-step," says Watson, recalling the 

occasional dancer shuffling like he has a hurt leg. "So I thought, 
I'm going to help these folks out." 

Watson recently wrote and recorded a catchy song to help 

teach people how to two-step: "Quick Quick, Slow Slow." 

"It has been such an easy, useful teaching tool," says Watson.  

"I perform it on stage, with my feet in motion. Audiences love the

TEXAS 

QTH ESSENTIALS 

Texas Two-Step 
FOR A LIST of the many dance halls and honky-tonks in Central Texas, visit 
www.honkytonktx.com/dancehalls. Also check out "Big Bill's Guide to 
Country Western Dancing and Dance Halls In and Around Austin" at 
www.centraltexascountry.com/dance.html. Following are sites men
tioned in the story. Call ahead for more information, including admission, 
music schedules, dance lessons, and special events.  

Dance Venues 
Broken Spoke, 3201 S. Lamar Blvd., Austin, 512/442-6189; www.  
brokenspokeaustintx.com.  

The Continental Club, 1315 South Congress Ave., Austin, 512/441-2444; 
www.continentalclub.com.  

Dallas Nightclub, 7113 Burnet Rd., Austin, 512/452-1300; www.dance 
atdallas.com.  

Ginny's Little Longhorn Saloon, 5434 Burnet Rd., Austin. (For perfor
mance schedule, visit Ginny's at www.facebook.com and check Events.) 

Twin Sisters Dance Hall, on US 281, south of Blanco; www.twinsisters 
dancehall.com.  

Crider's Rodeo and Dance Hall (3.5 miles west of Hunt on Texas 39), 
830/238-4441; www.cridersrodeo.com.  

Books 
Dance across Texas by Betty Casey (University of Texas Press, 1985). Dance 
Halls and Last Calls: A History of Texas Country Music by Geronimo Trevino Ill 
(Taylor Trade Publishing, 2002). Texas Dance Halls: A Two-Step Circuit by 
Gail Folkins (Texas Tech University Press, 2007).  

Dance Instruction 
For a basic introduction to the two-step, visit www.youtube.com and search 
for "Two-Step." Many instructional DVDs are also available online and 
through your local bookseller. Also consider taking lessons from a dance 
studio or private instructor like Peter Turner (512/417-7383). In the Austin 
area, popular dance studios include Austin Uptown Dance (www.austin 
uptowndance.com) and Go Dance Studio (www.godancestudio.com).  

The United Country Western Dance Council (UCWDQ is an interna
tional organization that promotes country-western dance by producing 
festivals and competitions in 20 countries. For information on UCWDC
sponsored events and competitions, visit www.ucwdc.org.  

song because it puts the two-step in simple terms. The two-step 

is just an easy way to start dancing. Once you get it, you got it." 

Watson's parting advice to two-steppers: "Keep it simple." 

And keep it country. T 

Lofl gtime eTco ribator DAtLE W EISMAN s 'as, 

saisa,jitterbag moves, and even he silly Chicken Dance, but I finally 

fbund my match: the twao-step, the ideal dancefior someone with two left 
feet." An avid steel-gaitar player, Photo Editor GR IFF SMITH says he 

lAves to play country maush:, bat "mastering the two-sleP Still 'va, an" 
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surprised (and delighted) by such dishes as Butter

Poached Baby-Onion Tart, one of last year's recipe

contest winners. Or consider Snyder's West Texas 

Western Swing Festival in June, which features four 

days of dancing, 10 hours a day, to a dozen differ

ent bands. If you've never danced to Western Swing, 

no problem. Take a lesson, take a chance, and take 

yourself to a Texas festival in 2012.  

Whooping Crane Festival, Port Aransas, Feb. 23-26.  
Nature lovers have been celebrating the return of whooping 

cranes to their winter home in South Texas since 1996, 
and in recent years, they've had even more reason to revel, 
as the population of these endangered birds has shown a slow 
but steady increase.  

The festival features nature and birding tours, including special 
whooping crane boat excursions to the cranes' winter home at the 
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge. Additional birding sites include 
Mustang Island's 18-mile-long beach, the Port Aransas Nature Preserve, 

Fennessey Ranch, La Copita Ranch, and local 

birding spots in Port Aransas. Birding experts 

serve as guides.  

Guest speakers for 2012 include Dr. George 

Archibald, the cofounder of the International 

Crane Foundation in Baraboo, Wisconsin, 
as well as other leading crane and wetland 

conservationists. "The boat tours take you into 

the heart of the refuge, where you can observe 

wild whooping cranes at close range," says 

Archibald. "The Whooping Crane Festival 

offers a remarkable opportunity to learn 

more about America's tallest bird." 

This year's Birds Nest Nature Trade Show 

provides a special treat-a butterfly tent where 

participants can view many different species 

of butterflies. A children's corner offers nature 

Ku activities, and photography workshops are 

also on tap. visitors won't want to miss the 

International Crane Foundation's Children's 
Art Exhibit, as well as a conservation-themed art exhibit by local 

schoolchildren. Call 361/749-5919 or 800/452-6278; www.whooping 
cranefestival.org.  

Fort Clark Days, Brackettville, March 2-3. Gatling-gun 
demonstrations. Gourd dancing by Lipan Apaches. Camels 

and costumed reenactors. With the surviving structures 

of an 1852 cavalry post as a backdrop, Fort Clark Days brings 

the frontier to life for hundreds of festival-goers each March.  

The old fort, designated a National Register Historic District, lies
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ABOVE: Regulars at Snyder's West 
Texas Western Swing Festival, Doug 

and Betty Carter of Albuquerque know 
their way around the dance floor. They 

join some 2,500 dancers in Snyder each 
June. LEFT: Great blue herons and other 
birds share the limelightat Port As 
WhoopIng Crane Festival
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within Fort Clark Springs, a gated com

munity in Brackettville. Members of the 

Texas Camel Corps are usually on hand 

to recall the U.S. Army's experiments 

in the mid-19th Century using camels 
as pack animals; for example, the U.S.  

Army's historic camel corps visited 

Fort Clark in 1857, watering at nearby 

Las Moras Creek.  

Visitors can also tour the Old Guard

house Museum and other historic build

ings, and learn about the fort's significance

as the home of the Black Serinole Indian 

Scouts, who served alorgside several 

Buffalo Soldier units here. Other frontier
themed activities include Sahawe Indian 

dancing and a vintage baseball game.  

For contemporary tastes, there's a slew 

of other attractions: a 1"K run, motor

cycle games, a duck race at scenic Las 

IMIoras Creek, arts and :rafts, and musical 

performances. "This year. we plan to offer 

more live entertainment, including some 

coun:ry-western groups, local talent, and

mariachis," says festival volunteer Ana 

Martinez. "We're also expanding the chil

dren's area, where activities will include 

old-fashioned games like three-legged 

races, plus we'll have anir-a1-petting areas 

with camels, horses, and other animals." 

Food vendors usually offer barbecued 

brisket, fried shrimp, fried catfish, gumbo, 
and Philly cheesesteak sandwiches.  

Expect to share the grounds with many 

school groups on Friday. Call 830/563
2493; http://fortclarkdays.weebly.com.  
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General Sam Houston Folklife Festival, Huntsville, April 27-28.  
Held on the grounds of the Sam Houston Memorial Museum, this festival 
highlights the legacy of one of Texas' most famous citizens and promotes 

the pioneer traditions of East Texas. The museum complex occupies 

18 of the 200 acres once owned by Houston and features his "Woodland 
Home," where the Houston family lived from 1847 until 1859. "Fourth-graders from 

all over the area come out on the first day of the festival," says board chairman Ruth 

Samuell, "and I love seeing them enjoying Sam and Margaret Houston's beautiful 
homesite, where four of their eight children were born." 

There's plenty to enjoy. Try your hand at cutting a log with a two-person crosscut 
saw, with supervision from Texas Forestry Association staff. Watch for costumed 

Luckenbach Blues Festival, Luckenbach, January 28. Luckenbach's 
country-music roots run deep; after all, it was Waylon Jennings' 1977 

recording of "Luckenbach, Texas (Back to the Basics of Love)" that 

immortalized the tiny Hill Country town. However, another musical * 
genre joins the mix when 

the Luckenbach Dancehall 
hosts the Luckenbach Blues 

Festival each January.  

ai The eclectic celebration, which 
starts at 4 p.m. and lasts until mid

night, features nonstop live blues 

by seven bands. W.C. Clark, who 
headlined at the first Blues Festival 
in 2008, returns as headliner this 
year. The lineup also includes 

Guy Forsythe, Band of Heathens, 
Johnny Nicholas, Seth Walker, 
Porter Davis, and Ruthie Foster.  

The 1890s dancehall is outfitted 
with plenty of seating for the occa
sion, and there's even a little room 

left over for dancing. The legend
ary venue serves beer and wine, 
and the Luckenbach Feedlot next 

door offers its famous pulled-pork 

sandwiches and curly fries, as well 
6nc:a usuv me u .i 3 kaavy a.e. as barbecue and other items.  

Dancehall at the 201 Lucken bc Blues Festval "The Blues Festival receives 

more attention than anything else 

we do in Luckenbach," says event manager Abbey Road. "Maybe it's the time of the 

year. Maybe it's because this kind of event is so unexpected for us. Either way, we 
love the blues here." Call 830/997-3224; www.luckenbachtexas.com.

ith the surviving structures of an 

1852 cavalry post as a backdrop, Fort Clark 

Days brings the frontier to life for hundreds 

of festival-goers each March.

I~ t

characters representing festival-goers in 

the 1800s. Other activities include living

his:ory reenactments by Native Ameri

cans and such groups as the Texian Army 

and the Cain Island Vohnteers; demon

strations by chair makers and glassblowers; 

storytelling; tours of the museum and 

historical buildings; and Gone to Texas, 

a play about Houston's life.  

"To celebrate our 25th year, we're plan

ning three stages of live entertainment-
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gospel, bluegrass, and Celtic music, along 

with square dancing and the Sahawe 

Indian dancers-as well as dulcimer 

music in the museum rotunda," says 

Samuell. Children's activities range from 

making marbled paper to bead weaving.  

Juried arts and crafts that recall the 1800s, 
such as woodcarvings and handmade 
jewelry, round out the mix. Call 936/ 
294-1832; www.samhouston.memorial.  
museum (click on "Folk Festival").

Texas Crossroads Gathering, 
Van Horn, May 17-20. While 
most cowboy gatherings 

feature established cow

boy poets, singers, and story

tellers, the Texas Crossroads 

Gathering emphasizes participation by 

new performers. "This event was started 

to give aspiring cowboy and cowgirl 

entertainers a chance to get a foot in 

the door," says founder Bob Kinford.

For a comprehensive 
list of statewide 

festivals, visit www.  
traveltex.com, click 

on "Events," and 
search for "Festivals."

JANUARY 2012 1 texashighways.com 43

.41 
A 

10 
ax

i 

a 

: 

9



, IA 
W W f/ 

M 4

at t e Ger am ho-aston Fokkfe Festiva, hed in April n he grounds of Hou sto's orm hunlsvr

"And at the same time, it gives fans of 

cowboy-entertairment genres [considered 

aspects of agritainment, or agritourism] 

the opportunity to enjoy a wider range of 

talent and material than you find at other 

cowboy gatherings. The combination 

results in a spontaneity that makes the 

whole event more fun for entertainers 

and audience members alike." 

A horse trainer and specialist in low

stress cattle handling, as well as an acccrn

plished cowboy storyteller himself, Kin

ford knows agr-tainment and the benefits 

of tech-savvy marketing. "We live-stream 

all performances to the internet, where 

there is a worldwide audience," he says.  

"We also record each show and break 

each act into its own YouTube video." 

Starting this year, entertainers will also 

leave with CDs of their performances, 
which they can use as demos.  

The event features 40 acts, wi-h the 

top 10 performers going back on stage 

and presenting a final show. In addition, 

the Van Horn KOA hosts a cowboy camp 

44 texashighway5.com I JANUARY 2012

popular with Dutch-oven enthusiasts.  

Jam sessions also take place here, as well 

as elsewhere. Except for a dinner show on 

Friday night and a street dance on Satur

day night, all events are free.  

A cowboy-tack tr ade show and the 

Culberson County 4-H Club's agricultural 

fair also take place in conjunction with 

the event. While the Gathering began 

as a way to widen the audience base for 

new performers, its mission also includes 

using agrltainr- ent =o educate the public 
a.cut where Americans' food comes from 

arc how it is raised. Call 432/284-1553; 
www.txcg.org.  

West Texas Western Swing Festival, 
Snyder, June 5-9. Ah-haaa! 
The unmistakable sound of 

Western Swing fills Snyder's 

4,936-square-foot Coliseum 

for four days each June, attracting 

2,500 fans of the genre. Many of them 
arrive in RVs, which they park on the 

Coliseum grounds, and they come with

one thing in mind: dancing. After a 

Burgers and Beans Meal the first night, 
the music begins each day at noon and 

continues until after 11 p.m. The lineup 

features a dozen bands, with each perform

ing twice a day. Headliners in 2012 

include Bobby Flores & The Yellow Rose 

Band and Jake Hooker & The Outsiders.  

"The crowd includes quite a few locals, 
but most people are from out of town," 

says Snyder's events coordinator Jennifer 

Calley. "They come from all over Texas, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and even farther.  

They all just love dancing. I've seen a 

few older people come in the door using 

a walker, and then later I've seen those 

same people out on the dance floor." 

Other highlights of the festival include 

the musical jam sessions that have become 

a standard at the event. The impromptu 

concerts take place in the Coliseum each 

morning before the bands begin playing, 
and on the Coliseum grounds each night 

long after the dancing has ended.  

Western dress is optional, but bring
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"To celebrate our 25th year, we're planning three stages of live entertain

ment-gospel, bluegrass, and Celtic music, along with square dancing and the 

Sahawe Indian dancers-as well as dulcimer music in the museum rotunda."

*2012 .  

SAVE 
THE 

DATE!I ---

a folding chair unless you want to sit in 

the bleachers on either side of the dance 

floor. Call 325/573-3558; www.snyder 
chamber.org.  

Schulenburg Festival, Schulenburg, 
August 2-5. After 34 years, the 

folks in Schulenburg know 

a few things about hosting a 

festival, and the 35th annual 

celebration promises to live up to 

the event's hype as "The National Party 

of Texas." 

Think small-town-festival-on-steroids.  

Around 3,000 people attend on Friday and 

Saturday nights. The lineup includes two 

parades (a grand parade and a children's 

parade); a Miss Schulenburg pageant; 

six sports tournaments; four cook-offs; a 

carnival; a biergarten; a 5K Fun Run/Walk; 

tricycle races; games (cow-chip throwing, 
egg toss, cow-patty bingo); a silent auction; 

vendors selling arts, crafts, collectibles, and 

antiques; a rodeo on Friday and Saturday 

nights; dances each night, as well as on 

Saturday and Sunday afternoons; and 

continuous live music and entertainment.  

(Past performers include The Original Tri

umphs, polka group Dujka Brothers, and 

the Texas Unlimited Band (TUB).) All that 

activity calls for sustenance, and vendors 

offer classic festival fare, from turkey legs 

to funnel cakes.  

"We've had the name 'Schulenburg 

Festival' since 1976," says longtime volun

teer Sheila Brossmann, "but the original 

festival began as a dairy and horse show 

back in the'60s. And now we've grown to 

a four-day event that's known across the 

state." The secret? "We have more than a 

hundred volunteers, many who've done 

the same job for years," says Brossmann, 
"and we love celebrating our town and its 

German-Czech heritage." Call 866/504
5294; www.schulenburgfestival.org. TH 

After covering, Texasfestivals. for more tha fotr 

years, Senior Editor NOLA MCKEY is still amazed 

at the variety of these -rassroots celebrations.
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Only the bravest (and soon-to-be-loneliest) festival-goers sign up for the onion-eating contests at Weslaco's 
Texas Onion Festival. The March event also indudes Mexican charro dancing horses and riders.  

Texas Onion Festival, Weslaco, March 24-25. This Rio Grande Valley event 
celebrates the development of the Texas 1015 onion (also known as the 

Sweet Texas Onion) by an Aggie horticulturist in Weslaco. Winte
Texars join area residents in cheering on participants in the Onion 
Eating Contest, which includes rounds for youth, adults, seniors, and 
local celebrities. Cooking demonstrations by local chefs showcase a variety of 

onion dishes, as does an onion-recipe contest with appetizer, main dish, and des
sert categories. Among last year's dessert winners: Butte--Poached Baby-Onion 

Tart and Cream Cheese Pastry Log with Caramelized Onions and Roasted Garlic.  
Despite the food theme, festival chairman Daryl Smith says the biggest 

attractions are the traditional Mexican charro dancing horses and riders. "Each 

performance involves eight to 10 local riders who guide these amazing horses in 
'dancing' to live music provided by a mariachi band. Both riders and horses are 
outfitted in beat tiful, traditional costumes, so it's really colorful." Other enter

tainment includes an Elvis impersonator, magicians, country singers, Tejano 
bands, and norte o groups. Last year's headliner was Grammy Award-winner 
Jimmy Gonzsles.  

The festival also features the Custom Classic Car & Truck Show & Shine, arts 
and crafts, a Kids Zone, and the usual festival fare, including the ever-popular 
"bloomin' onion " Smith says, "That's one thing that people will stand in line for at 
the festival. We always have three or four booths selling them, just to keep up with 
the demand." Call 956/968-2102; www.weslaco.com/onionfest.
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Speaking of Texas

" " Spirit 
of Life 

Artist Jesse Trevifoi 
documents the cultural 

institutions of San Antonio 

Text by ANTHONY HEAD

DRIVING NORTHBOUND ON 1-35 THROUGH DOWNTOWN 
San Antonio affords a clear view of the city's Christus Santa 

Rosa Children's Hospital, where a nine-story, tiled mural called 

Spirit of Healing features an image of a young boy holding a dove while an angel watches 

over him. For San Antonio artist Jesse Trevino, who completed the mural in 1997, the 

intricately tiled artwork expresses a simple and enduring sentiment.  

"The dove represents life, and the spirit of life," says Trevino. "We must take care of 

that child-all children-and guide them as they grow older. Also, the guardian angel has 

part of her wing broken, which represents that you don't have to be perfect. The mes

sage is simple and symbolic." 

Trevino, 65, is internationally lauded for his realist paintings and his public artworks 

representing the history and cultural institutions of Mexican Americans. More than 40 

years ago, after losing his right arm (originally his painting arm) in Vietnam, he first 

looked home to San Antonio to inspire his recovery. To a 

great extent, his life's work since then has been dedicated One of artist Jesse Trevio's 

to honoring the generations who struggled before him; and most visible pieces of public 

through his public art, he has never stopped giving back to art, a nine-story mosaic mural 
the West Side neighborhood that serves as his muse. titled Spirit of Healing, enlivens 

Born in 1946 in Monterrey, Mexico, Trevino moved with the side of Christus Santa Rosa 
his family first to New Braunfels before settling west of Children's Hospital.
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Through his public art, Jesse Trevino has never 
stopped giving back to the West Side neighborhood 

that serves as his muse.

downtown San Antonio when he was 

four. "When I was a child," he says, "I 

would walk to Crockett Elementary 

School and re-imagine the houses as I 

passed, thinking, 'What would I do to 

this house to make it beautiful?"' 

A few years later, the Witte Museum 

held a wildlife-drawing contest, and 

six-year-old Trevino entered and won 

an award, basking in the attention it 

afforded him (which was hard to come 

by in a family of 12 brothers and sisters).  

Encouraged by his teachers and fam

ily, he began pursuing opportunities to 

hone his artistic skills, eventually earn

ing scholarships to both the Chicago Art 

Institute and to the Art Students League 

in New York. Relatives in the Bronx 

agreed to let Trevino live with them, so 

in 1966 he entered art school.  

And then came his draft notice.  

"I have to admit, I didn't know a lot 

about Vietnam," he says. "But I had four 

brothers who had been in the service, 
though not in Vietnam. I thought going 

was the right thing to do," he says.  

After serving three months in the 

Mekong Delta, Trevino was struck by 

shrapnel and a sniper's bullet along his 

right side, severing a nerve in his right 

arm. As he lay bleeding, waiting for 

either help or death, he says he felt his 

first impulses to honor and preserve his 

family, his neighborhood, and his cul
ture through his artwork.  

Trevino was awarded the Purple 

Heart and spent two years rehabilitating, 
but his right arm was eventually ampu

tated below the elbow. Although initially 

he despaired at the loss of his arm, his 

family encouraged him to enroll in San 

Antonio College, where he learned to

studies a mock-up of a new mural he's developing.  

draw and paint with his left hand and 

earned an associate's degree.  

Trevino's recovery coincided with the 

emergence of Chicano artists and intel

lectuals in San Antonio and other cities 

across the country. Trevino took (and 

still takes) great pride as a member of 

that movement, and while earning a 

bachelor's degree in art from Our Lady 

of the Lake University, his reemergence 

as an artist took the form of his first pub

lic mural. Completed in 1974, La Historia 

Chicana is a striking, four-sided work 

spanning six centuries of Mexican

American heritage. Originally painted on 

the walls of the student union building, 
it's now prominently displayed inside 

the university's Sueltenfuss Library.  

"Like many other artists of his era,

Dinosaur Capital of Texas 
" Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
" Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
" Creation Evidence Museum 
" Dinosaur Valley State Park 
" Dinosaur World 
" Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
" Historic Courthouse Square 
' Land of the Dinosaurs 
" Oakdale & Big Rocks Parks 
" The Promise 

Glen Rose, Texas
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Speaking of Texas 

Trevino is known for his realist paintings and 
his public artworks representing the history 

and cultural institutions of Mexican Americans.

Trevino actively sought to explore, 
affirm, and represent Chicano or Mex

ican-American culture that had been 

devalued in the larger society," notes E.  

Carmen Ramos, Assistant Curator for 

Latino Art at the Smithsonian American 

Art Museum in Washington, D.C. "What 

is fascinating about Trevino is how he 

blended these political and cultural con

cerns with a visual style that is associated 

with the larger American movements of 

pop art and photorealism." 

"After Vietnam," Trevino says, "I had 

a reawakening and began to appreci

ate the beautiful things that were in my

community and ready for me to paint.  

Like many Chicano artists, I was inter

ested in my roots. There is so much here 

that I could work the rest of my life and 

never capture it all." 

For instance, Trevino painted the clas

sic cars, street vendors, and corner busi

nesses that once populated the neigh

borhood where he grew up and still lives.  

Many of those works are held in private 

collections and museums, like the San 

Antonio Museum of Art and the LBJ 

Library and Museum in Austin. In 1994, 
the Smithsonian American Art Museum 

inducted two of contin edr on page :2
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Additional U.S. subscriptions 

are just $17.95 each.  

Order today by calling 

1-800-839-4997 
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www.texashighways.com 
International subscriptions are just $29.95.  
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Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. $ For orders delivered 
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prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
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2012 Texas Highways Calendar 
Eijoy the beauty of the Lone Star State throughout the /ear with 
the Texas Highways calendar. Breathtaking scenery as seen through 
the lenses of some of Texas' and the Nation's top outdocr photographers.  

Opens to: 13 " x 21 " 

Save when you buy more 
- 33151 Single Calendar .............. $13.95 

33151b 2-4 Calendars ................ $12.95 ea.  
33151c 5-9 Calendars ................ $11.95 ea.  
33151d 10-49 Calendars.............$10.95 ea.  
33151e 50-100 Calendars...........$ 9.95 ea.  
Coil 512-486-5890 for discount pricing on orders of 100 or more cLlendars.  
(Discount applicable only when shipping to a single address.)

To order, call 1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from ou-side the U.S.) 

View our entire collection at 

www.texashighways.com 
vu may also visit the Texas Highways Magazine 'ift Shop at 150 E. Riverside, Austin 

To order products by mail, please use the order form inside this issue.
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from the 
TexasHighways 
GIFT SHOP

Texas Star Handbag Hanger 
She can keep her purse off the floor, out of her 
lap and securely in sight while dining out. Sturdy 
handbag hanger with Texas Star design opens to 
hang her purse from the table top and magneti
cally closes to a handy 1.25-inch diameter for 
easy storage. (Purse not included.) 

Item 37724 ...... $14.95

Ladies Texas Crest Tee 
A scrolled Texas crest is double-screened in 
gray and white on our classic women's black 
crew-neck tee. 100% cotton, machine washable.  
Women's sizes: S-2X 
Item 38275 ..... $21.95 

Texas Star Charm 
A classic sterling silver star charm features a 
textured background with a 3-dimensiona star 
that adds fantastic depth. Perfect addition to 
charm bracelet or accessory on your favorite 
necklace. '/16 inch diameter x '/16 inch thick.  
Loop measures % inch diameter.  

Item 37904 ...... $24.95 

Texas Curiosities 
by lohn Kelso and Sharry Buckner 
Your round-trip ticket to the wildest, 
wackiest, most outrageous people, 
places and things in the Lone Star State! 
330 pages, B&W, soft cover.  
Item 36711 ...... $14.95
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Texas Etched Mug 
Our large Texas mug is perfect for your morning 
brew. The etched lettering over colorful Texas 
scenes adds texture and beauty. Large easy-grip 
handle. 18 oz.  

Item 37339 ...... $11.95 

Don't Mess with Texas Cap 
Our original cap sports the Texas anti-litter logo 
and a Lone Star flag design on the bill. Beautifully 
crafted with applique and embroidery; low profile, 
6-panel cap with adjustable Velcro strap on back.  

Item 38728 ...... $16.95



Horse Riders Tee 
The perfect tee for your cowboys. A team 
of seven horse riders lasso Texas on 
our 50/50 cotton/poly tee. White silk
screened on denim blue. Machine wash
able. Boy's sizes: Youth Extra Small to 
Youth Large. Men's sizes: Small to XXL 

Item 38281 
Youth sizes YXS-YL ..... $15.95 

Item 38281 
Men's sizes S-2XL ..... $19.95 

Bluebonnet Botanical Print 
One-of-a-kind pressed flower art is 
printed as nature designed. Each repro
duction is made from an original pressed 
bluebonnet gathered from nature. Hand 
embellishments keep our botanical 
unique. Printed on classic linen 
100% post-consumer recycled paper.  
Beveled 8-ply mat makes it ready to 
frame: 11 x 14 inches.  

Item 32202 ...... $29.95

Texas Fed, Texas Bred CD, 
Volume 2 
Fourteen tracks include: That's the Stuff, 
Outside the Lines, Long Way to Mexico, 
Amarillo Sky, Prove Me Right, What ! 
Really Mean, Tornado Time in Texas, 
Amarillo by Morning, and more.  

Item 37606 ...... $19.95 

Wildflowers in Texas Throw 
Beautifully crafted in the USA, this 
tapestry of wildflowers is sure to 
brighten your winter days. Design by 
artist David Busch. 100% cotton, 
machine washable. 52 x 64 inches.  

Item 37812 ...... $49.95

Bluebonnet Pillow 
Brighten your decor with ourTexas bluebonnet throw pillow. The 
state flower is woven with green and white accents. 17 x 17 inches.  
Item 37808 ..... $22.95 

Three ways to order: 
BY PHONE: Call 1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S) 

BY MAIL: Please use the order form inside this issue. Send 
completed form, along with your payment, including shipping and han
dling to: Texas Highways - #748, PD Box 576, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

ONLINE: Go to wwwtexashighways.com 
You may also visit the Texas Highways Magazine Gift Shop 
t 150 E. Riverside, Austin.  
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private property meant for public viewing.  

La Historia Chicana (1974) o 
Sueltenfuss Library, Our Lady of the Lake h 
University, 411 S.W. 24th St. L 
-revino's first public mural depicts six centuries T 
of Mexican-American heritage. The artwork's 

prominent, second-floor setting was a specific 

requirement when the library was designed. c 

lmagenes de Mi Pueblo (1982) c 
Wells Fargo Bank, 707 Castroville Rd. a 
fr eviho says that completing this work--a mural M 
on canvas that depicts the history of San Anto- e 

nio-boosted his confidence as an artist. f 

it hangs in the lobby of a Wells Fargo bank.  

San Antonio in World War 11(1995) G 

Central Library, 600 Soledad St. 0 
in the first-floor auditorium foyer, this 36-foot ti 
mural depicts city life in the 1940s while also 1 
recalling influential San Antonians and others d 

who fought in World War 11. L 

Spirit of Healing (1997) G 

Christus Santa Rosa Children's Hospital, 1 
333 N. Santa Rosa St. T 
Composed of 150,000 ceramic tiles, this colorful n 
mosaic is best viewed across the street in Milam G 
Park The boy's image is based on a photograph t 

his paintings into its permanent collec

tion. The followingyear, the San Antonio 

Museum of Art honored Trevino with a 

one-man show, and in 2009, San Anto

nio's new Museo Alameda hosted a ret

rospective of his work.  

But numerous original works of art 

by Jesse Trevino can be viewed outside 

a museum setting (see sidebar). "When 

you travel through San Antonio's West 

Side, you'll see many beautiful works of 

public art," says Arturo Almeida, art spe

cialist for The University of Texas at San 

Antonio and curator of the school's art 

collection. "The mural at the Wells Fargo

f Treviho's son, who was holding a hedge

og at the time.  

a Curandera (1999) 
exas Diabetes Institute, 701 S. Zarzamora St.  
ust before Treviho was commissioned to 
aint this mural, his brother George died of 

omplications from diabetes. George's likeness 

an be found in the mural, which was based on 

famous San Antonio drugstore called Casa 
lireles. "Not very long ago, the herbs and differ

nt things we use for medicinal purposes were 

found at pharmacies like this one," says Treviho.  

lew Chapa Lion (2004) 
Goodwill, 406 W. Commerce St.  
)n the side of a Goodwill building, this 
led mural's pride of lions commemorates a 
ong-ago-demolished drugstore (La Botica 
e Leon), which had a lion painted on its wall.  

a Veladora of Our Lady of Guadalupe (2006) 
uadalupe Cultural Arts Center, 
300 Guadalupe St.  
his 40-foot-tall, three-dimensional tiled 
mosaic features a depiction of the Virgin of 

uadalupe and an eternal flame. It honors 
hose who died on September 11, 2001.  

Bank is one of his most beautiful works.  

And it shows that what's important to 

Jesse Trevino is capturing Mexican cul

ture and Latin-American culture at the 

heart of the West Side." 

One of Trevino's current projects, 
La Ofrenda, is a 130-foot-tall, steel-and

epoxy veterans' monument commis

sioned by the City of San Antonio, which 

will be installed at Elmendorf Lake at 

Our Lady of the Lake University. Trevino 

estimates its completion in 2013 and says 

that it will express a simple and enduring 

sentiment: "Service and sacrifice are not 

forgotten."
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Speacinj of Texas continued from page 81 

Searching for Jesse Trevino 
JESSE TREVINO'S WORKS APPEAR THROUGHOUT SAN ANTONIO'S 
West Side. Here's a guide to some of his public artworks, as well as art on
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TH TRAVELER IS PLANNING AHEAD 
for South Padre Island's Kite Fest (February 
3-5, 2012), where a few thousand spectators 
gather annually to experience everything kite.  

South Padre Island locals Bill and Susie 
Doan, owners of B&S Kites, have sponsored 
this free event for 12 years. This year, 12
time national quad-line and dual-line cham
pion John Barresi and his team, iQuad, as well 
as other national and regional champions, 
will perform choreographed routines on the 
sand flats. At an indoor exhibition, perform
ers glide their kites to the ebb and flow of a 
musical number.  

"Flying a kite makes you feel like a kid 
again," says Bill Doan. "Bring your lawn 
chairs, come on out, and let's have some 
fun." Call 956/761-1248; www.bskites.com, 

January Events 
BIG BEND COUNTRY 
EL PASO: El Paso Symphony Orchestra Concerts 
January 27-28. Plaza Theatre. www.epso.org 915/532-3776 

FORT STOCKTON: Pecos County Livestock Show 
January 12-14. County Coliseum. 432/336-2541 

MONAHANS: 5K-1OK Resolution Run January 12. Monahans 
Sandhills State Park. www.monahans.org 432/943-2187 

VAN HORN: Culberson County Stock Show January 13-15.  
http://culberson-tx.tamu.edu 432/283-8440 

GULF COAST 
ARANSAS PASS: Coastal Bend Travel Fair January 25.  
www.txcoastalbend.org 361/701-0555 

BEAUMONT: Spindletop Anniversary Celebration 
January 7. www.spindletop.org 409/835-0823 

BROWNSVILLE: Living History Program at Palo Alto 
Battlefield January 7. www.nps.gov/paal/index.htm 956/ 
541-2785 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Art of the Dive/Portraits of the Deep 
January 20-March 11. The Art Museum of South Texas. www.  
artmuseumofsouthtexas.org 361/825-3500 

EDNA: Brackenridge Winter Carnival and Snow Day 
January 14. www.brackenridgepark.com 361/782-7272 

GALVESTON: Yaga's Chili Quest and Beer Fest January 13
15. www.yagaspresents.com/chiliquest 409/770-0999 

HOUSTON: St. Joseph Medical Center's Ice at Discovery 
Green January 1-22. www.discoverygreen.com

HOUSTON: RachFest January 5-22. Jones Hall. www.  
houstonsymphony.org 713/224-7575 

PEARLAND: Winterfest January 28. Bailey Campus.  
www.pearlandparks.com 281/412-8900 

PORT ARTHUR: Gulf Coast Music Hall of Fame 
Concert/Janis Joplin Birthday Bash January 21.  
www.portarthurtexas.com 800/235-7822 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Annual Polar Bear Dip 
January 1. Boomerang Billy's. 800/767-2373 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: BAnatsuk WhenILast Wrote to You about 
AfricaJanuary1-22. www.blantonmuseum.org 512/471-7324

BANDERA: Cowgirl Round-up & Show-deo January 1.  
Hill Country State Natural Area. www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ 
spdest/findadest/parks/hill country 830/796-4413 

BOERNE: Market Days January 14-15. Main Plaza.  
www.boernemarketdays.com 830/249-5530 

BRACKETTVILLE: Wild Cave Tour January 7.  
Reservations required. Kickapoo Cavern State Park.  
830/563-2342 

FREDERICKSBURG: Windows on Texas Music 
Festival January 12-15. www.knaf.com 830/997-2197 

FREDERICKSBURG: Hill Country Gem and 
Mineral Show January 21-22. www.fredericksburg 
rockhounds.org 830/990-9823
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Traveler 

0TH SPOTLIGHT 

TEXARKANA'S PEROT THEATRE I bl 

is renowned for nationally and 
internationally acclaimed 
performances. The January 
lineup includes Elvis Lives! 
(January 21, 2012), fea
turing three professional 
Elvis Presley irnperson- M m , V
ators-each representing 
a different period in his career-per
forming many of The King's top hits.  
And direct from Moscow, some of 
Russia's most talented dancers and 
costumers from The Moscow Festival al et wil perforrn the 

classic tale of Cinderella (January 30).  
Originally the Saenger Theatre, the Italiar renaissance-style 

structure-featuring opulent gold ornamen-ation and sparkling

chandelers---opened ts doors in 1924. VVhen the 60s b cLght 
a decline in business, the theater shut down. The c ty acught the 
building in the late '70s and fully restored it n 1979 with he.a from 
H. Ross Perot. Call 903/792-4992; www.trahc.org.

For just $18 (plus S&H), you can help support 
Capitol preservation and education. Featuring 
the T-E-X-A-S chandeliers, each ornament 
measures 3" in diameter and is packaged in 

an elegant gift box.  

ORDER YOUR TODAY & RECEIVE A FREE GIFT! 
Coupon Code: TXDT2011

2aa 4/ t

KERRVILLE: Hill Country Cowboy Breakfast 
January '3. Courthouse Square. www.kerrviletexascvb.com 
83CI896-1155 

LUCKENBACH: Luchenbach Blues Festival January 28.  
www.luckenbachtexas.com 883/311-8990 

NEW BRAUNFELS: The Man in Black: A Tribute to 
Johnny Cash January 14. www b-aunte>.o- 8-C/627-0808 

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: Abilene Spectacular Winter Cutting January 3
13. aylor County Expo Center Ccliseum. 325/677-4376 

ABILENE: Martin Luther King Dinner January16.  
Abi ene Civic Center. _25/338-7572 

ALBANY: Lunar New Year Festival Jan-ary 24. The Old 
Jail Art Center. www.theoldjailarlcenter.orD 325/762-2269 

AMARILLO: The Kwahadi Dancers' Winter Night 
Ceremanials January 20-21, 27-28. wwwkwiahdi.:om 
80Q335-3175 

CANADIAN: Hemphill County Stack Slow January 27
28. Hemohill County Exhibition Center. 80_/323-9114 

QUANAH: Hardeman County Arts-and-Crafts Show 
January 29. Communi-y Center. 9L0/563-6301 
SEMINOLE: Trade Days Janca-w 20-22. www.seminole 
trac edays.com 432/758-0807 

STRAWN: Third Saturday Jamboree Ja2-ra-y 21.  
Civic Center. www.strawntx.con 254/631-922_ 

WICHITA FALLS: Santa Express January 1-14.  
Wichita =alls Museur- of Art. www.rrwsu.adL/wfma 
940,397-8900
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PINEY WOODS 
GILMER: Chili Cook-Off January 21. Yamboree Exhibit 
Building. www.gilmerareachamber.com 903/843-2413 

JEFFERSON: Girlfriend Weekend January 12-15. Book 
show. www.beautyandthebook.com 903/665-7520 

JEFFERSON: Quilt Show January 27-29. Cypress Valley 
Education Center. www.jeffersonquiltshow.com 903/755-2095 

LIBERTY: Liberty Opry January 7,14, 21, 28. www.liberty 
opry.com 877/729-9103 

LONGVIEW: East Texas Outdoor Expo January 27-29.  
www.texaslakecountryexpo.com 903/237-4021 

LUFKIN: Black History Exhibition January 9-31. Angelina 
College of Art's Gallery. www.angelina.edu 936/633-5233 

NACOGDOCHES: Old-Fashioned Sweet Tooth 
Sugarcane Event January 14. Durst-Taylor Historic House 
and Gardens. 936/560-4443 

THE WOODLANDS: Winter Wonderland and the 
Woodlands Ice Rink January 1-16. www.thewoodlandscvb.  
com/holidayinthewoodlands 877/963-2447 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
ARLINGTON: AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic January 6.  
Cowboys Stadium. www.attcottonbowl.com 888/792-BOWL 

BELTON: The Great Bell County Quilt Crawl January 21.  
Bell County Museum. www.quilt-crawl.org 254/933-5243 

BRENHAM: Brenham Winter Antiques Show January 7-8.  
www.ruraltexasantiquesshows.com 888/273-6426 

CANTON: First Monday Trade Days January 1. www.visit 
cantontx.com 877/462-7467 
DALLAS: The Fashion World of Jean Paul Gaultier: From 
the Sidewalk to the Catwalk January 1-February 12. www.  
dallasmuseumofart.org 214/922-1200 

DALLAS: Dallas Symphony Orchestra January 5-7,19-22, 
26-29. www.dallassymphony.com 214/692-0203 

EMORY: Eagle Fest January 28. www.eaglefest.ezwebl23.  
com 903/473-3913 
FORT WORTH: Forgotten Gateway: Coming to America 
Through Galveston Island January 1-April 1. www.fort 
worthmuseum.org 817/255-9300 

FORT WORTH: Southwestern Exposition and Livestock 
Show January 13-February 4. www.fwssr.com 817/877-2420 

FRISCO: NCAA Division I Football National Champion
ship Game January 7. Pizza Hut Park. www.ncaa.com/ 
championships/football/fcs 

FRISCO: Winter Games of Texas January 13-15. www.taaf.  
com 877/463-7472 

GARLAND: Martin Luther King Jr. Day Parade and 
Extravaganza January 16. www.garlandtxnaacp.org 
972/381-5044 

McKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days January 13-15.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

PLANO: Dallas-Area Train Show January 21-22. Plano 
Center. www.dfwtrainshows.com 215/570-8898 

ROUND TOP: Winter Antiques Show January 14-15. Big 
Red Barn. www.roundtoptexasantiques.com 888/273-6426 

SEGUIN: Martin Luther King Jr. Walk January 16.  
Courthouse square. www.visitseguin.com 800/580-7322

SMITHVILLE: Bastrop County MLK Walk January 16.  
Begins at MLK Park. 512/303-0950 

WAXAHACHIE: Martin Luther King Day Parade 
January 16. Downtown. 469/337-7414 

WEATHERFORD: First Monday Trade Days January 1.  
www.weatherfordparks.com 817/598-4351 

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
BERCLAIR: Berclair Mansion Tours January 29.  
www.beeville.net/BerclairMansion 361/358-4480 

EAGLE PASS: Junior Livestock Show January 24-28.  
Maverick County Lake (inside the showbarn). 830/773-3224

McALLEN: McAllen International Travel Show and 
Mexican Artisan Expo January 4-5. Convention Center.  
www.internationaltravelshow.com 

McALLEN: Music After Hours Outdoor Concert Series 
and Art Walk January 6. Archer Park. www.mcallen 
chamber.com 956/687-2787 

SAN ANTONIO: Out of the Vault: Celebrating 85 Years 
of Collectingat the Witte Museum January 1-April 29.  
Witte Museum. www.wittemuseum.org 210/357-1900 

SAN ANTONIO: Western Heritage Art Show January 20.  
Pearl Brewery Studio. www.alamo-kiwanis.org 210/226-4651 

WESLACO: Alfresco Weslaco January 19. www.weslaco 
edc.com 956/969-0888

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 
from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  
Send future event information to: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009; fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, 
Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep. 1 

When do you renew?

We'll send an e-mail to remind you! 
Go to wmw TxD~gov or w\w. registeredtexan.com and click on "eReminder." Just 
enter some basic info, and you'll automatically receive an e-mail reminder 3 weeks 
before your vehicle registration is due. We'll send another reminder 1 week before 
your registration sticker expires. Sign up for eReminder. And make renewing your 
vehicle registration sticker downright unforgettable.  

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
HELPING TEXANS GO. HELPING TEXAS GROW.

Put 
Terms in 

your 
corner
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Sayt ipper WITH CHET GARNER 

Lake Buchanan:.  
Not Just for 
the Birds... x 
YOU CAN'T BLAME Texans for flocking lakeside 
during our blistering Texas summers. However, 

I we shouldn't be so quick to forget our lakes when 

the weather turns colder. During chilly months, 
Texas reservoirs take on a completely different 

personality. I set out in the brisk air to explore Lake 

Buchanan, or as the locals say, "Lake Buck-anan."

m;-Y. 714

9:00 a.m. Traveling I 
west, I crossed over I 

the Texas 29 bridge between I 
Burnet and Llano. With Inks I 
Lake below me, I looked to I 
my right to view the impres- I 
sive, two-mile-long Buchanan 
Dam, which holds back one 
of Texas' largest lakes and 
the biggest of the Hill Country's 

Highland Lakes chain. Not 
ready to hit the water, I head
ed up the highway.  

9:10 a.m. A few miles 
past the lake I turned 

into the marked TxDOT pull
off, grabbed my binoculars, 
and made my way to a coun

try fence to peer intently at 
a large bunch of sticks in a 
tree ... just sticks. I waited 

and waited with a handful 

of photographers, and was I 
about to abandon my new I 
birding hobby when suddenly, I 
a large, white-headed eagle I 
flew from the sky, landing I 
on the sticks (actually a nest) I 
as two smaller birds raised I 
their heads from the pile. I 
The family of bald eagles had I 
made its annual journey to I 

56 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2012

this spot for the winter to nest 

and fish in the nearby lakes 
and rivers. Seeing our national 

symbol in the wild was a truly 

amazing sight.  

(7> 11:00 a.m. Inspired 
- to see more of these 

elusive birds, I made my way 

to the east side of Lake Bu
chanan and boarded the Van

ishing Texas River Cruise.  
Because of drought conditions,
our boat could 

not pass the 
Fall Creek 
Waterfalls.  
However, the 

low water lev
els have re
vealed the lost 
Texas town of 

Bluffton, which 
was flooded in 
1937 when the 
dam was built.

of Bluffton, we spotted a pair 

flying high above the water 
patrolling for fish. Pleased with 

my success, I put the b nocu

lars down and enjoyed a box 

lunch inside the boat's zabin.  

I; 2:00 p.m. Next on the 

schedule: a roug- and 
dirty bike tour of Reveille Peak 
Ranch. This privately owned 
ranch is an adventure junkie's 

dream with miles of traim-run-

For more on Lake 

Buchanan, start at 

www.thehighlandlakes.  

org and www.higH land 

lakes.com. Contact 

Reveille Peak Ranch 

at 512/755-44'7; 

www.rprte as.com.

The cruise dropped us off 
to walk the ruins of old foun

dations and peer into the 

stone wells of this forgotten 
ghost town. Just when I 
thought the bald eagles would 
be as unseen as the residents

ning and biking 
trails up and 

down the rug

ged gran te 
slopes A cou
ple of hours 
out here can 

humble even 
the toughest 

riders, but the 
views make it 

worth The ef

fort. Aster my
fill o mountain biking, I cleaned 

up onsite and hit the -oad.  

5:00 p.m. For my final 

- stop, I drove to Canyon 

of the Eagles, an LCRA nature 
park and preserve alone the 
banks of Lake Buchanan with a

resort and restaurant perched 

atop one of the lake's best 
lookouts. I grabbed a char at 
the restaurart's outdoor pa:io 
and sipped a glass of locally 
produced Fal Creek Caberret 

Sauvignon as the Texas sun 

set across the lake.  

6:00 p.m. I could have 
lounged on the patio 

all night, but the plummeting 
temperatures and my grcw 

ing stomach called rre insice 
to The Overlook restaurant.  

I took my seat at a candleli-, 

yet casual, table and savored 

every bite of my Tomato ar d 
Goat Cheese Crostini appe
tizer and the chef's famous 
Pulled Pork Enchiladas.  

THE BALD EAGLE is regard
ed as one of -he wisest crea

tures in the wild. I believe it 
says something that these 
astute birds choose to soerd 

their winters around .ake 

Buchanan. Perhaps we should 

all follow thei- lead. So, wieth
er you follow my footsteps or 
forge your own path, I hoie 
to see you on the road. TH
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Photograph by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

CHASING TH LIGHT The Texas S:ate Capitol's iconic dome beckons photographers 
wishing to capture its statEly beauty. What is i: abou: this particular image that makes 

it distinctive? The compos tion, surely, from the asymmetrical placement of the light 
post to the live oak leaves framing the border. However. 'hotography Editor Griff 
Smith suggests the o-her element in play-one that's important in any photographic 
situation-is light. See texashighways.com/windowon:exas for Griff's 
video on choosing tree right light. You'll also find the opportunity to 
suggest topics for future Window on Texas pages.  

For information abu: visiting the S-ate Capitol, contact :he Capitol 
Visitors Center at 512'305-8400; www.texascapitolvisitorscenter.com.

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.tex ash gway pr .A
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