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COVER STORY 

Deer Hunt on the Dobbs 
By Carter P. Smith 

Six yi.ng hrm and their d s pend an unfor ttble week d hun ng in the Hill County.
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CARTER SMITH, executive director of the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department, developed his passion .or wildlife 

and the outdoors at a young age while roaming around and 

hunting on his family's farm and ranch interests in Gonzales, 

Williamson and Edwards counties. This month, he shares with 

S - us a story of giving back to hunting's 

future through a youth hunt that his 

* family hosted. Carter, an Austin 

-, native, has a wildlife management 

degree from Texas Tech Unwversity 

and a master's degree in corserva

tion biology from Yale. He began 

his career in 1992 as a rnanager er.t 

intern at TPWD, assisting in the 

private lands and public hunting 

programs. Before becoming 

TPWD's leader, he was state director 

of the Nature Conservancy of Texas.  

I ViIN 1U , who wrote this month's article about the late 

author John Graves, got to spend some time sittIng around a 

campfire with Graves one night in the 1990s while bcth hap
pened to be on the Pecos River doing research. Mike and two 

partners were producing a docu

mentary video on the historic river, 

and his campfire companion was 

working on a portrait of the Pecos 

later published by this magazine.  

Head of TPWD's news and infor

mation branch, Mike is also a free

lance writer with 22 published 
books. His most recent is Cowbo3 

Stuntman: From Oljympic Gold to the Silver 

Screen. He is an elected member of 

the Texas Institute of Letters, an 

honor he shares with Graves.  

MARK K.YM was at home in Bastrop Countywher_ fres 
broke out on Sept. 4, 2oI1. While his home was untcuchecl, 

many of his neighbors and friends were not so lucky. This 

month, Mark offers guidance on firewise landscaping, a cc'

cept introduced to him when state agencies decided to estabish 

consistent messages on property management. While TPVWT)

likes people to use brusa and native 

plants in landscaping tc provide 

shelter and food for wildlife, the 

Texas A&M Forest Service recognized 

the potential for wildfires and wanted 

to reduce the threat. The two agen

cies met and agreed to encourage 

wildlife habitat in a safe, effective 

manner. TPWD's Texas Wilcscapes 

program, which Mark coordinates, 

encourages careful selection of plants 

to reduce wildfire risks.
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ISSU
BY EDITOR LOUJIE BOND 

Sometimes I forget that I was ever a city girl. That wide-eyed teen who rode the bus to downtown 

Dallas - breathing with some disgust the nauseating diesel fumes, averting my eyes past the sweetly beg

ging Hare Krishnas in their exotic marigold gowns, tentatively jumping on the menacing steel jaws of the 

escalators, perusing the dusty stacks in the cavernous depths of the public library -has been little more 

than a faded photograph for decades.  

Before I ever heard the name John Graves, before I ever stepped into that literary canoe with a 

thoughtful man and his passenger, something deep inside me longed for wild places. I rode my bike

beyond what was then the city limits and found endless fields of sunflowers, 

carelessly rumpled creekbeds full of tadpoles and air that smelled like sunshine.  

I reclined in the limbs of an old box elder and dreamed that an ancient forest 

filled with magical creatures surrounded me. I lay on my belly in summer grass, 

lost in a world of dreams, watching in fascination as the tiniest of creatures car

ried out their daily work.  

When I met and married a man with his own piece of Hard Scrabble to tame, 

I was eager to plunge my soft, white hands into the earth, foolishly thinking that 

this was a game to be won with a few years of toil and sweat. More than three 

decades later, I believe I can hear this rocky hillside laugh at me as drought turns 

dirt to dust, as oak wilt turns my wooden soldiers into stands of twisted cadavers.  

There is no end to this fight; there will be no taming of the beast. There will always 

be another rock rolling down this hillside into my pathways, another searing sum

mer to wither my tomato plants, another hard freeze to reach an icy finger into 

an uncovered water pipe.  

But amid the seemingly endless struggle are sights of overwhelming splendor.
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Where proud oaks once stood sentinel, wild cherry trees and milk pearl vines rise up. Whimsical ice flow

ers bloom from the base of frost plants on the morning of the first freeze. A pot of chili bubbles atop 

the glowing wood stove, inviting me to draw up a chair and a book and sit a spell. Someday, when my 

old bones are but dust underneath this hillside, nature will take back this little cleared patch of civiliza

tion, such as it is.  

John Graves knew this all too well. In an interview with the Austin Chronicle a decade ago, at age 83, Graves 

admitted he was too "beat up" to do the necessary work at his Hard Scrabble ranch, and the land was 

returning to nature. "It's not gone back to nature as nature was originally, but nature as I found it here," 

he said. And so it will be for me and mine.  

This month, we say goodbye to our favorite writer, John Graves. To make room for Mike Cox's 

heartfelt tribute, we bumped to the November issue a planned feature that was in its own way an ode to 

this great man. Former magazine intern Cameron Dodd set out last summer to be the first to hike the 

130-mile Northeast Texas Trail. I instructed him to read Graves' Goodbye to a River before he left, but 

Cameron was one step ahead of me and had already purchased it. As he walked, he saw the world 

through Graves' eyes as well as his own. Believe it or not, Cameron was even adopted by a stray dog along 

the way, one that wound up following him all the way home. I sure hope he named him Passenger.  

LOUIE BOND 
EDITOR 

TPWD Executive Director Carter Srith will return to At Issue next month.  

See his feature story, "Deer Hunt on the Dobbs," on Page 32.  

Texas Parks and Wildife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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PICKS , PANS AND PROBES FROM O U R 

L ET TERS
THANKS FOR THE BIRDS 

ou guys have outdone yourselves with the 

August/September issue featuring bird

ing. I am a rank amateur birder who is quite 

content to watch the birds that come to my 

backyard feeder and coastal birds when I make 

it down to Galveston and Bolivar.  

The photos were wonderful, but the two at 

the back of the magazine were spectacular: 

David Shackelford and his penguins, and the 

roseate spoonbill. I hope to see more stories 

about birds in the future! 

Jo ANNA WALLACE 

Humble 

ANOTHER TOP BIRDER Isaw the August/September edition of Texas 

Parks & Wildlife magazine and was surprised to

find no mention of my neighbor Ron Huff

man in the article on Texas birders ("The 

8,oo0-Bird Club").  

Ron, a retired professor of pharmacology 

from the University of Texas Health Science 

Center at San Antonio, has more than 8,ooo 

species of birds on his list and has traveled the 

world to attain this.  

OLIVIA M. SMITH 

Helotes 

SINKHOLE MEMORIES 
he picture of the Devil's Sinkhole State 

Natural Area in the July issue sure 

brought back memories.  

Back in the 1950s, when I was 12 to 14 years 

old, we went to visit an older cousin who was

If you love 
state parks: 
Visit - your fees pay for 
about half of all park 
operating costs 

>> Make an online donation 

Donate when you 
register your vehicle, 
uoat or trailer 

> Buy a bluebonnet 
license plate 

Life's better outside.
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"The photos were wonderful, 
but the two at the back of the 
magazine were spectacular. I 

hope to see more stories 
about birds in the future!"

JOANNA WALLACE 

Humble
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MAIL CALL

foreman of that ranch property at the 

time, raising sheep. It was not open to 

the public then. He had a young guy 

working for him who was not much 

older than I was.  

Although I had never ridden a horse, 

he saddled up two, and off we went so he 

could show me that big hole in the 

ground. And the picture is just as I 

remembered it from so many years ago.  

Thanks for the picture.  

BILL BASS 

McKinney 

CHANGES NEEDED IN WATERING Wish people would take the water 

problem seriously. Here in Tyler, it 

can be raining, yet sprinklers are on.  

We could have just had a 4-inch rain, 

yet the sprinklers still come on every 

day. Commercial businesses and gov

ernments do not ever change the fre

quency of watering. Unless we institute 

enforced water rationing, I believe the 

water situation will get worse.  

HARVEY COLLEN 

Tyler

AERIAL ACROBATICS 
thoroughly enjoyed Cliff Shackelford's 
story about Mississippi kites ("Acro

bats of the Air," May 2013). I first mar

veled at the behavior of these birds from 

my front porch in Bastrop, near the Col

orado River, about two years ago. By 

keeping my binoculars trained on indi

vidual birds in flight, I was able to witness 

their incredible dives and captures of 

dragonflies. After capturing their prey, 

they would pull their foot forward, bend 

their necks downward and backward, and 

then eat their prey in midflight. First, 

however, they always removed the wings, 

which could be seen spiraling downward.  

They are indeed acrobatic.  

However, I witnessed an equally incred

ible display of acrobatics by their prey, the 

dragonfly, when they became the predator 

of the air. Late one afternoon a swarm of 

winged termites emerged from the 

remains of an old stump near my front 

yard. My wife and I watched in astonish

ment as dragonflies appeared and then 

began to dive upon and capture termites 

from the air. The dragonflies first would

remove the wings (again evidenced by the 

sight of the wings spiraling to the ground) 

and then devour their meal in midflight.  

It was the exact capture/feeding behavior 

demonstrated by the Mississippi kite! 

Sometimes it takes years, it seems, 

before we notice a particular everyday 

event in nature that is so wonderfully and 

astonishingly beautiful! I feel lucky when 

that happens, but I always try to pay close 

attention when outdoors so that kind of 

luck will happen more and more often.  

STEVE LIGON 

Fra nkston 

' us hear front yo ni 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 
welcomes letters from our readers.  
Please include your name, address 

and daytime telephone number.  
Write to us. at 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, 
4200 Smith School Road, 

Austin, TX 78744.  
Fax us at 512-389-8397.  

Email us at magazine@tpwd.texas.gov 
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

Hillingdon Ranch 
Four Seasons, Six Generations 
David K. Langford and Lorie 
Woodward Cantu 
Forewords by Andrew Sansom 
and Steve C. Lewis 

A beautifully photographed 
portrait of a ranching family 
and their life in the Texas Hill 
Country, Hillingdon Ranch 
chronicles one family's 
commitment to conservation 
and sustainability.  

11x10%. 272 pp. 218 color, 5 b&w 
photos. Map. Fig. Bib. Index. $35.00 
cloth

Texas Market Hunting 
Stories of Waterfowl, Game Laws, 
and Outlaws 
R. K. Sawyer 
Foreword by Rick Pratt 

A precursor to Sawyer's wildly 
popular book A Hundred Years 
of Texas Waterfowl Hunting, 
Texas Market Hunting focuses 
on the days of market hunting 
along the Texas coast and 
the showdown between the 
early game wardens and those 
who persisted in commercial 
waterfowl hunting.  
8 x11. 160 pp. Table.  
49 b&w photos. 3 maps. 23 figs.  
Bib. Index. $30.00 cloth

Wildlife of the 
Concho Valley 
Terry C. Maxwell 

Maxwell provides the first 
comprehensive summary of the 
animal life in this undercovered 
region of the state.  
288 pp. 7 color, 5 b&w photos.  
3 maps. 35 line art. Table. Bib. Index.  
$30.00 cloth

I

Marine Plants 
of the Texas Coast 
Roy L. Lehman 

Collecting these unique 
species for the first time in a 
single volume, Lehman covers 
shoreline plants, seagrasses, 
mangroves, and marine algae.  
156 pp. 264 color photos. Map. Bib.  
Index. $32.00 cloth
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Grab a paintbrush, crayon, easel, they launched the "Get to Know" Texas 
musical instrument or camera and head State Parks Youth Art Contest. The con

to a Texas state park to join the fun of the test lasts until Nov. I and is open to any

Arts in the Parks program. Whether one under 19. Participants are invited to 

through drawing, photography or music, create original works of art inspired by 
this new Texas Parks and Wildlife nature (such as animals, plants or a 
Department program aims for Texans of landscape) at a Texas state park.

all ages to connect with the outdoors 

through art.  

To kick it off, Texas state parks are 

partnering with the Get to Know organ

ization, which strives to foster connec

tions to nature through art. Together,

For art contest and Arts in the Parks 

information, visit www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ 

state-parks/programs/arts-in-parks.  
All submitted entries will be featured 

online at the Texas State Parks Gallery, 

www. get-to-know. org/gallery/

2013-texas-state-parks. The gallery 

already features some wonderful artistic 

interpretations :or your enjoyment.  

Contest participants wil also get a 
chance to win prizes a: the national level.  

Prizes include digital cameras, art sup
plies, binoculars. fishir_g rods, writing 
supplies and more. Participants can also 

win special Texas prize packages that will 
be announced later.  

"There are many inspirational things 

about Texas state parks, whether you're 

into scenery, wildlife *r the wonderful

12 * OCTOBER 2013

What better inspiration for artful expression than a visit to a state park?
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historic buildings constructed by the 
Civilian Conservation Ccrps in the 
193Cs," says Karen Blizzard State Park 
Division assistant director for in:er-re

tive services. "We encourage youth to 

explore and create in their parks, and 

enter the 'Get to Know' Texas State Parks 

You h Art Contest." 

Art in cur state parks isn't a totally 

new concept, when you consider events 

like the musical Texas and TPWD's 2013 
State Parks Photo Contest. Texas :s cer

formed every summer at Palo Duro 

Canyon State Park, and this year 
marked the show's 48th anniversary.  

The musical details the struggles and 

stories of Texas Panhandle set:ers in 

the i.3oos.  
Mcre than 600 photographers com

peted in the State Parks Photo Contest 
last spring. Photographers submitted 

more than 1,6oo entries to YPW-'s 

Flickr page, and the three winning 
photos were chosen in May, basel on 

creativity and composition. First lace 

wert to J. Labrador for a photo of a 

wooden bridge at Lake Livingston State 

Park called "Golden Moments" (orpo

site page).  
See the winners and other great entries 

at www.tpwd .state.tx.us/photography.  

Many state parks are participating in 
the Arts in the Parks initiative, planning 

special events for visitors all year long.

For example, on Oct. 19 at 1o a.m., 

Dinosaur Valley State Park in Glen 
Rose will offer "Lost in 

L andscapes," a special session on 

f eelance drawing from artist Holly 
Fisher. To learn how to :apture the 

beauty of nature in a sketchbook, 

bring your chosen medium: draw

ing pencils, oil pastels/soft pastels or 

charcoal. The park will provide the 
atmosphere and instruction.  

When you go to experience art in 

a state park, don't forget that kids 12 and 
under get free admission to all state

4 ~ 
_ 

duced winners from Lake Uivingston 
opposite page), Enchanted Rock (upper 
eft) and Bentsen-Rio Grande (lower 
ft). The "Get to Know" Texas State 

2 arks Youth Art Contest has drawn 

osntries inspired by Lost Maples (aboe 
lefl and Bastrop f bov right 

parks, where they can also enjoy hiking, 
swimming, biking, fishing, stargazi g 
and wildlife viewing.  

-Stephanie SaLnasardN otalie Reina
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Possession limits for doves were increased this year to three times the daily bag limit.  

,';

e . .  

RV , ue Center

Sales " Parts " Service 
15855 South IH-35 EXIT 220, Buda, TX

How's the 
Hunting? 
Dove season prospects are 

bright;fnd the ful I hunting 
forecast in our digital extra.  

Texas dove hunters should see 
plenty of opportunities this fall as con

ditions are shaping up for an above
average season. Dove season kicked off 

Sept. 1 across most of the state.  

Texas dove hunters number upwards 

of 250,000 and collectively bag 5 mil

lion to 6 million doves during the 70
day season. Thanks to new rules 

approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) this year, hunters can 
possess up to 45 birds - three times the 

daily bag limit. Previously, the possession 
limit was twice the daily bag. Daily bag 
limits still apply.  

What effect does the ongoing 

drought have on other game species? 
You can find the full hunting forecast 
on white-tailed deer and other animals 
in Texas Hunting 2013, a fall digital-only 

special, free to the public, from Texas 
Parks & Wildlife magazine. Access it at 
www.tpwmagazine.com.  

The USFWS also approved for this 
year an expanded Special White-wing 
Dove Area in South Texas. The special 
area will extend eastward along its cur

rent boundary and continue south 

along Interstate 37 from San Antonio 

to Corpus Christi, effectively doubling 
in size.  

"For the last two decades, white
winged dove populations have steadily 
expanded both their numbers and 

their geographical extent," says Dave 
Morrison, TPWD small game pro
gram director. "We believe, and the 

service agrees, an expansion is appro

priate to take advantage of additional 

hunting opportunities." 

According to Shaun Oldenburger, 
TPWD's dove program leader, hunters 

can expect to see an increase from last 

year in dove numbers.  
"It appears that breeding dove num

bers have increased from last year in 

many regions of the state," he says.  

"Increased precipitation helped 
improve dove production and generate 
ample food supplies. It should be a 

good season." * 
-Steve Lightfoot

14 * OCTOBER 2013
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Check out these digital offerings from Texas Parks& Wildlife magazine! Texas Hunting2013, an online-only 
digital extra, contains our annual hunting forecast. complete with tips and details from Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department experts, plus related TPWD videos and links to important TPWD resources. Find Texas 
Hunting2013at www.tpwmagazine.com. Also, digital versions of the print magazine are available as a bonus 
for subscribers, providing access via smartphone, tablet or desktop. Subscribers can sign up here: 
www.tpwmagazine.com/digital/getdigital 

Life's better outside.
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Ihe World Beneath our Feet 
Colorado Ben State Park fers adventure above and below the ground.

With more than 30 miles of alluring 
trails, the ever-pcpular Gorman Falls 

and the inviting waters cf the 

Colorado River at Colorado Bend 

State Park, you just might miss the 
intricate world beneath your feet. But 

a network of caves adds mystery and 

adventure to a park that's known for 

its natural and unspoiled beauty.  
In fact, more than 400 caves have 

been discovered at Colrrado Bend 

State Park, thanks to a partrship 

with the Texas Speleological 
Association. Wild cave tours led by

park staff and volunteers offer visitors 

the chance to crawl and climb 

through a world of cave formations, 

hidden passages and underground 

ecosystems. Be prepared to get dirty 

and have fun! 

Boy Scout Troop 6187 from Frisco 

geared up and ventured into Turtle 

Shell Cave, led on their journey by 
park ranger Jason Eairston.  

"For most people, a cave is a foreign 

environment, Hairston says.  

"Putting people at ease and helping 
them make a connection with the

Colorado Bend has hundreds of caves, 

and a handful of them are open for 

guided tours. Ranger Jason Hairston 

leads groups to the underground world.  

resource is my goal." 
A few of the boys had been in caves 

before, but it was the first time for 

many of them. As they clambered 

single-file through the tunnels, they 

learned how the cave was formed and 

how they can help protect it. While 

there are hundreds of caves in the
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park, only a handful are currently 
open for guided tours to ensure pro

tection of these highly sensitive envi

ronments and to protect visitors.  

Caves and cave formations are non

renewable natural resources, so 

stewardship is essential.  

After the scouts discovered the tur

tle-shaped rock, Hairston offered 

them a chance to venture into a 15-foot 

descent, aptly nicknamed the "esopha
gus." Hairston clearly set expectations, 

and while the visitors were encouraged, 

none were forced to enter if they didn't 

want to go.  

"There are physical challenges dur
ing a tour," he says. "Allowing visitors 
to work through those challenges is 
central to creating a lasting memory 

and a sense of accomplishment." 

Hairston stood close by to offer 
assistance only if needed, and the 

scouts' encouraging shouts of 

"C'mon, you can do it!" filled the air.  
After the boys took turns sliding and 
squirming through the tube, they 
emerged with smiles on their faces 
and victorious shouts.  

"Our frontier of caves and karst 

features is a water-worked wonder, 
providing springs and streams, evi

dent above and below ground," says 
park Superintendent Kelby Brid
well. "Home to many specially 
adapted species, unique geological 
formations and endless recreation

al opportunities, this park is a very 

special place." 
To learn more about wild cave 

tours and other programs available 

at Colorado Bend State Park, visit 

www.texasstateparks.org or call 

(325) 628-3240.  
Colorado Bend State Park is west 

of Lampasas and southeast of San 

Saba. From the intersection of U.S.  

Highways 281 and 183 in Lampasas, 
take FM 580 west 24 miles to Bend 
and follow the signs four miles to 

the park entrance (two miles of 

dirt road).  
From San Saba, take U.S.  

Highway 190 about four miles to 
FM 58o and follow the signs 13 
miles to Bend; follow the signs four 
miles to the park entrance.  

The headquarters and main camp
grounds are six miles past the 

entrance on the dirt road (unmarked 

County Road 442). Please note: 

There's no gasoline service, so fill up 
before you arrive. * 

- Tara Humphreys

- Cabins -i Rental Cottages 
Full Service 

Resorts 
Luxury B&B's 

Reunion Facilities 
Corporate Retreats 

centrBlly Rontae, 
4 S 90 FieDnn 

Four Seasons knawsordg 
-tfe Frn az

www. getawaycapital. corm
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Nikon 
Find world-cass 
Nikon optics at any of 
these authorized dealers: 

Austin McBride's 512-472-3532 
Sportsman's Finest 512-263-1888 

Boerne Wheeler's Feed & Outfitters 
830-249-2656 

Brownwood Weakley-Watson 
325-646-2200 

College Station Burdett & Son 
979-695-2807 

Corpus Christi The Sharp Shooter 
361-980-1190 

Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex 
Alpine Range - Fort Worth 
817-478-6613 
Bargain Hunter Outdoors - Weatherford 
817-598-0026 
Euless Guns & Ammo - Euless 
817-267-6947 
Ray's Hardware & Sporting Goods - Dallas 
214-747-7916 
Webyshops - Arlington 
800-851 -9329 

Flint Porter's Sporting Goods 
903-825-3933 

Houston Metro Area 
Carter's Country - Pasadena 
713-475-2222 
Carter's Country - Southwest Freeway 
281-879-1466 
Carter's Country - Spring 
281 -443-8393 
Carter's Country - West/Katy Fwy.  
713-461-1844 
Marburger's -Seabrook 
281 -474-3229 
Tactical Firearms - Katy 
281-693-4867 

Huntsville Able Ammo 800-720-3275 

Laredo Border Sporting Goods 
956-722-1 007 
Kirkpatrick Guns & Ammo 
956-723-6338 

Longview The Jack of Pawns 
903-758-0559 

Lubbock Sharp Shooters 806-791-1231 

McAllen Danny's Pawn 956-687-4692 

Midland TMP Hunters Equipment 
432-686-2500 

Pharr Glick Twins 956-787-4291 

San Angelo Field & Streams 
325-944-2402 
Outdoorsman 
325-947-8859 

San Antonio Dury's Gun Shop 
210-533-5431 
Nagel's Gun Shop 
210-342-8171 

Tyler Hot Rod Arms 903-597-3845 

Victoria Victoria All Sports 
361-575-0655 

Waco Praco Pawn 254-753-5511 

Wharton Carrolls Gun Shop 
979-532-3175

Unf('n ', hblrs 

Despi their yel o jackets, these wa sps aren't ressed r apry.  

-.- :

Texas hunters know that cleaning 
out the blind for the upcoming season 

can mean an encounter with venomous 

six-legged squatters that took up resi

dence over the spring and summer.  

Hunting blinds and other outdoor 

structures represent ideal sites for wasps 

and yellow jackets to construct nests 
protected from the elements. While 

these insects have lived peacefully in 

relative isolation for several months, 

coexistence with humans in cramped 

quarters can become an issue.  

Southern yellow jackets (Vespula 

squamosa) usually construct their nests 

in rodent burrows but may construct 

aerial nests in protected spots such as 

the wall voids of houses. They are 

members of a family that includes east

ern yellow jackets, paper wasps, hor

nets and mud daubers. Yellow jackets 

are about a half-inch long, with clear 

wings. They have smooth, shiny black 

bodies with yellow markings on the 
head, thorax and abdomen.  

The diet of adult yellow jackets con

sists largely of sugars they derive from 

flower nectar or tree sap. They are not, 
however, above scavenging from human 

picnics and trash receptacles for sweet 

rewards. Yellow jackets will also prey on 

other insects to meet the protein needs 

of their growing larvae.  
Female yellow jackets are armed with 

a stinger that can deliver venom to any 

would-be attacker. While painful, 

their stings are not typically life

threatening. A small percentage of the 

population is allergic to venomous 
insect stings, so pay close attention to 

symptoms that might appear after 

being stung. Like all other native bees 

and wasps in Texas, yellow jackets can 

sting multiple times. Only the Euro-

Yellow jackets have characteristic 
yellow markings on the head, thorax 

and abdomen.  

pean honeybee is limited to delivering 

a single sting that results in the insect's 

own death.  

Yellow jacket mouthparts are used 

for chewing plant fibers that form the 

paper-like structure of their nests. In 

Texas, some colonies have been known 

to survive for several years and have 

been reported to grow to six feet in 

diameter. In both aerial and under

ground sites, nests are spherical and 

consist of a number of round combs, 

surrounded by an outer cover.  

A colony of yellow jackets is founded 

in the spring by a single queen that 

spent the previous winter in hiberna

tion. For the first part of spring, the 

queen feeds on other insects and nec

tar until she is ready to lay eggs. After 

finding a suitable nesting site, the 

queen constructs a 25- to 40-cell nest 

and lays eggs that will develop into her 

first batch of daughter workers.  

Once her first workers mature, the 

queen will no longer leave the nest. The 

new workers forage for food and con

tinue to build the nest. Some nests can 

contain up to 4,000 workers. Later in 

the year, the queen will lay eggs that 

develop into new queens and males that 

leave the nest and mate.  

The males perish with the coming of 

winter, while the new queens search out 

safe, secure spots to hibernate till the 

following spring, when the whole 

process repeats itself. The old queen 

and all her workers die off, leaving only 

the remains of their papery domicile. * 

-Meredith Holdsworth
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There are Countless Wonders 
in the Great State of Texas... Nikon

.. Let Nikon Help You See Thern.  

Kikor MONARCH Series 

'EFFORMANCE BY THE NUMBERS

MONARCH
All Nikon trademarks arm prcpeiy of 'ikor Corporation.
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Uetreb ling for Surv val 
Ancient root systems, unique leaf structure give aspens longevity.

i 

root systems in Texas, aspen are found in a few Trans-Pecos mountain ranges.

Before the last Ice Age ended 
around 0,00o years ago, fingers of the 
great northern boreal forests of spruce

ponderosa pine and aspen reached dow

into the mountains of West Texas. As the 

Ice Age ended, a few cold-hardy tree 
species managed to survive, harbored in 
the sky islands that dot the scuthern 
Rockies today.  

In Texas, a few small populations of 
aspen persist on the high peaks above 
7,000 feet. They grcw in the 
Guadalupe Mountains, on Emory Peak 

in the Chisos Mountains and below the 
summit of Mount Livermore in the 

Davis Mountains.  

Trembling (or quaking) aspen is the 
most widespreac tree in North America.  

It occurs in mos: of Canada and Alaska 

and throughout the United States, 

except in the Soatheast, and as far scuth 

as Guanajuato, Mexico.  

James Zech of Sul Ross S:ate 
University studies the Texas aspens and 

admires their toughness. He describes 

how aspens are built to withstand the 
punishing climate of high altitudes 
where gale-force, limb-snapping 
winds are common and yearly temper-

atures range from below freezing to 

100 degrees.  
Trembling aspens get their name from 

the way the leaves tremble when wind 

blows through them. The leaf stalk, 
called the petiole, is flat, so when a high 

wind moves through the tree, it makes 

the leaves quake, or tremble. This adap

tation reduces the wind pull on the 
entire tree that could otherwise split the 

tree into pieces. Aspens are self-pruning 

- they drop their lower branches as they 

grow. This self-pruning is responsible 
for the scars visible on aspen trunks.  

The white, chalky bark is a sunscreen 

that shields the leafless trees from 

intense sunlight, especially in the winter 
when the trees are bare. Loose powder 

rubbed from the bark can be used as a 

natural sunscreen said to have a sun pro

tection factor (SPF) rating of 5.  

Aspens lack the resins and oils found 

in pines and other conifers. As a result, 

aspens are less prone to burn when 

wildfires blow through the uplands.  
Intense fires will burn aspens down to 

their roots, and new, healthier stands 

regenerate from those roots. In fact, 

periodic fires benefit aspens because

fires knock back the conifers that can 

shade aspens out.  

Along with their lower-elevation 

cousins, the cottonwoods, aspens 

belong to the willow family. Like wil
lows, aspen bark is rich in salicylic acid 
(the main ingredient in aspirin), which 

it uses as a chemical defense to ward off 
insect attacks.  

Young aspen forests provide habitat 
for a wide variety of wildlife, including 
black bear, deer, elk, ruffed grouse, 
woodcock and a number of smaller 
birds and animals.  

Each individual tree can live for 
40-150 years above ground, but the root 

system of the colony is longer-lived. In 

some cases, this means that for thou

sands of years, the roots send up new 
trunks as the older trunks die off above 

ground. One such colony in Utah, given 

the nickname of "Pando," is estimated to 
be 80,ooo years old, making it possibly 
the oldest living colony of aspens.  

Aspen wood is light and fine grained, 
but fairly strong. It makes a great whit

tling wood. It is particularly favored for 
making matches and paper because its 

low flammability makes it safer to use 
than most other woods. If you have 
ever used a swamp cooler in the dead of 

summer, you have probably enjoyed 

the sweet smell of shredded aspen 
"wool," the main ingredient in swamp 

cooler pads, as water drips through it.  

Shredded aspen wood is pet friendly, 
especially for animal bedding, because 

it lacks the phenols associated with 

pine and juniper, which are thought to 

cause respiratory system ailments in 

some animals.  

As stalwart as they are, aspens may not 

exist here in Texas forever. As tempera

tures increase in the American West, 

aspens will likely be among the first tree 
species in Texas to disappear. Zech says 
these Pleistocene relics are a reminder of 

the long-term natural cycles that shape 

our world.  

If you plan to see the Texas aspens, be 
aware that they are not that easy to get to.  
Before setting out to find them, be sure 

to ask a park ranger for directions and be 
prepared to hike. * 

-Karen Clary
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LIVE AMMUNITION - F SONALIZED INSTRUCTION
RIFLE RENTALS - AMMUNITION IN ALL MAJOR HUNTING CALIBERS

Now Open in Grapevine, TX

Bass Pro Shops 
Grapevine, TX
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* Spa "lsmn 
Shooting Center 
Grapevine, TX

Bass Pro Drive 

For more information or online reservations, 
visit sportsmanshootingcenter.com

Located only minutes from DFW airport * 1960 Enchanted Way, Grapevine, Texas 7605
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as e. t hel rs c ti irl hot r 's te t c c rest c .

The human eye is truly a remark
able instrument. Its abilities to distin

guish billions of color variations and 
adapt to extreme brightness or darkness 

far surpass the most advanced camera 

sensor or film emulsion. Even at its 

best, a photograph is only a condensed 
approximation of the wide range of 

color and brightness that we are capable 

of seeing. For the most part we deem the 

final photograph an acceptable repre

sentation of the scene we saw.  

Many times, however, because of the 
limitations of sensors and films in 

recording a full range of detail in 
extremely bright objects such as white 

clouds or in dark shadowed objects, we 

are disappointed that the final photo
graph did not do justice to the scene we 

thought we were recording. While our 

eye can easily distinguish the gentle 

variations of tonality in the whites of the 

clouds as well as details in darkest shad

owed areas, our photograph may render 

the clouds as solid white and the shad

ows as pure black.  
We use the terms "blown out" or 

"clipped" to indicate extreme whites or 

blacks where textural detail has been lost 

because of overexposure in the lighter 
areas or underexposure in darker areas.  

In a best-case scenario, any given 

scene would have a range of luminosity 

that fits within the camera's ability to 

record the scene's full range of tones. In 

practice, this type of lighting exists 
mainly in lower-contrast lighting situa

tions such as a cloudy day or slightly dif
fused sunlit day or at the "magic light" 

times of day such as early morning or 

late evening.  

In the absence of such made-to-order 

lighting, we can modify existing high
contrast lighting by either adding a 

reflector to the shadow side of a subject 

(especially portraits) or by blocking a 

brightly lit area with various types of 

translucent or opaque materials. For 

close-up scenes of people or objects in 

high-contrast light, the camera's built

in flash can be used to gently fill in 

shadows (fill flash). Either way, the 
objective is to ensure a contrast level 

that is aesthetically pleasing as well as 

within the sensor's range to accurately 

reproduce a full range of tones.  

To aid the photographer in deter-

I
Slight variations in exposure can make or break a great photo. In the photo on the left, 

the camera's automatic exposure has blown out the detail in the lighter clouds. In the 

photo on the right, by manually lowering the exposure slightly, the delicate tonal differ

ences have become apparent, giving the photo a greater sens of realism and dept,.

mining whether or not a highlight por

tion of an image will be overexposed 
(blown out), most cameras provide 

some type of highlight warning, usually 
in the form of a flashing crosshatched 
pattern called a "zebra" or a bright-col

ored overlay on the LCD screen as the 

image is reviewed.  
These features may need to be 

enabled in your camera's setup menu in 

order to be seen. A flashing highlight 

warning indicates that you must lower 

the overall exposure with either manual 

settings or with the exposure compensa

tion feature. Typically, you will see the 
warnings when shooting clouds or 

light-toned clothing.  
Alternately, the camera's histogram 

is a useful tool that provides a simple 

graphic representation of the range of 

tones from pure black to pure white in 

a given image. As long as the graph is 

constrained within the left and right 

boundaries of the histogram, you will 

have detail from the darkest to the 

lightest areas of the image. I find it is 
much easier to use the histogram as a 

reference for proper exposure than to 

look at the photograph displayed on 
the LCD screen, especially when view

ing the screen in extremely bright or 

dark environments.  

To see how your camera deals with 

the higher exposure, shoot a scene that 

contains some light-toned or white 

objects to see if those tones are being

reproduced without being blown out 

or whether some plus or minus expo

sure compensation is needed to find 
the sweet spot where the first indica

tion of texture appears. Some cameras 

tend to consistently either overexpose 

or underexpose images and can be 

adjusted with the exposure compensa

tion feature.  

Also, digital cameras will yield a wider 

range of tones if a picture style (from 

the setup menu) such as "Neutral" or 

"Natural" is used. Although picture 

styles such as "Vivid," "Standard" and 

"Landscape" yield brighter colors, they 

tend to have stronger contrast, and 

highlights are easily blown out. Watch 

your highlight warning feature with 

these picture styles and lower your 

exposure as needed.  

The preservation of delicate textural 

detail in both highlights and important 

shadow areas through proper exposure 
control gives a photograph a sense of 

reality and presence and rewards us with 

a three-dimensional feel in a two
dimensional medium. *

-Earl Nottingham
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Where Did It Go? 
Fo1ote sins to~ sucess. I' ec2)er~ Tdowne en

Responsible hunters spend time 
at the range preparing for the moment 

when game steps within their effective 

range. Hunters pick the spot, release 
the arrow or pull the trigger and then 

watch closely. Ideally, the game drops 
where it stands. However, this is not 
always the case. In such instances, 

hunters must draw on learned tracking 

skills to locate downed game. Here are a 
few clues to look for and tips to use 
when trailing a wounded animal.  

First, observe the animal's direction 

of travel. A pair of binoculars will aid in 
observing the hit and the animal's 

behavior as it moves away.  

Always remember to stop, look 

and listen.  

Stop. Wait at least 30 minutes 

before looking for evidence of the hit.  

In an attempt to determine where on its 

body the animal was hit, firearm 

hunters rely on the animal's reaction to 

the hit and blood or lost body fluid signs 
left at the animal's location when the

Want a fun way to show your - cs 
what it means to be a Texan? 

Bring history to life 
at Texas State Parks! 
Many state parks offer guided and 
interactive experiences that help tell the 
story of Texas in 3D. From the birthpla~e 
of Texas to pioneer farms, Spanish 
missions, and rock art sites...history is 
better outside 

Life's better outside.: 

Find events and information at: 

texasstateparks.orq/history 

Kids 12 and under get free adrniss on 
to state parks.
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Opposite page: In some areas, dogs can be used to track wounded game.  
Above: The animal's trail can be followed by looking for tracks or drops of blood.

shot was taken. Bow hunters rely on the 
same clues, plus those left on their arrow 

shafts. Ideally, the archer's arrow passes 

completely through the animal and is 

easily found where the animal was shot. If 
the arrow did not pass through, the bow 
hunter will likely find the arrow, or a 

portion of it, along the path taken by the 

fleeing animal. Pink, frothy fluid on the 
arrow's shaft indicates lung damage. Dark 

red fluid indicates damage to vital organs 

such as liver and/or heart. Green or clear 

fluid indicates a hit to the intestines or 
stomach. The bow hunter seeing green 

fluid should wait six to eight hours before 

attempting to track the animal. Tracking 

it sooner may result in an animal fleeing, 

rather than traveling a shorter distance 

and eventually dying from the shot. Once 

the necessary time has passed, and evi

dence of the hit has been found, you can 
begin following the animal's trail.  

Look up. Look for small, overhang
ing limbs that may have snapped as the 
animal ran past. Look for blood sprayed 
on leaves or branches. The pattern of the 
spray will help to determine the animal's 

direction of travel.  

Look down. Look along the trail for 
deep foot impressions left by the fleeing 
animal. Look for overturned rocks or 

disturbed leaves. Look for drops of 
blood on the top and underside of leaves 
or on logs. Mark the drops with toilet 

paper, brightly colored surveyor's tape or 
trail markers. (Remember to pick up 

nonbiodegradable materials after locat

ing the downed animal.) Lightly mist 
questionable spots of red with hydrogen 
peroxide. Blood will foam up when 
misted; naturally occurring spots of red 

will not. If other hunters assist in track

ing, have one person stand at the spot of 

the last blood while others attempt to 

pick up the trail ahead. Make sure to 
keep off to the trail's side to avoid 
destroying signs not yet discovered.

1
Look all around. Looking up and 

ahead down the trail may result in spot

ting the downed animal. Should the 
blood trail be lost, return to the last 
blood. Begin searching in ever-widen
ing circles looking for new blood signs 
with each pass. After dark, use a head

lamp or flashlight specifically designed 
for blood trailing.  

Listen. From the moment the trig

ger is pulled or the arrow released, lis

ten for sounds of the animal snapping 

limbs or breaking brush as it runs away.  
Make occasional stops while on the ani
mal's trail. Listen for possible sounds of

its movement ahead.  

U...  

Some, but not all, areas of the state 

allow the use of trained dogs in trailing 
wounded game. Before the hunt, consult 

a local game warden or the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department's Outdoor Annual 
(txoutdoorannual.com) to learn whether 

or not the use of dogs is permitted in the 

area being hunted.  

Hopefully, following the signs will pay 
off, and you'll locate the downed game.  
Avoid being run over or charged by an 

injured animal by approaching it from 

the rear.  

Look for signs of breathing, such as the 

rising and falling of its chest. If none are 

seen, try poking the animal's carcass and 

open eye using a long stick. If there is no 
reaction, the animal has died.  

Successful hunters must correctly 

and legibly complete the tag from the 
proper hunting license, cut out the 
month and date of the kill and attach 

the tag to the carcass so that the tag is 

not damaged, defaced or lost in trans

port or handling.  

Follow these simple tips and you will 
decrease the chance of experiencing the 
worst outcome of a hunting excursion 

- wounding your prey and never find

ing it. *

SIGH TS & SOUNDS tEXAS PARKS& WILDLIFE 1V AND RAD

~. *1

Sept. 29-Oct. 5: 
Documenting dinosaur 
tracks; firefighter Jeff 
Sparks; camping at 
Cleburne; squirrel hunt; 
water abstracts.  

Oct. 6-12: 
TPWD firefighters on 
the front lines; wild 
game cooking, redfish; 
Bastrop tree planting; 
fishing for a living; 
nature up-close.  

Oct. 13-19: 
Fishing for gargantuan 
alligator gar; marsh 
maven Cherie O'Brien; 
black bears of the 
Trans-Pecos; rough

ride at Franklin 
Mountains.  

Oct. 20-26: 
Golden-cheeked 
warbler nests; lesser 
prairie-chickens; 

"biking Pedernales Falls 
State Park; the Catos 
and conservation.  

Oct. 27-Nov. 2: 
;Texas horned lizard 

research; Possum 
Kingdom recovers 
from fire; a sprinting 
snail; responsibly 
reclaiming a coal 
mine; disappearing 
Bois d'Arc Creek.

St 
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TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE
Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our television 
series is broadcast throughout Texas on local 
PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed captions.  

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv
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PASSPORT TO TEXAS 

Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays fora 
Passport to Texas is your guide to the great Texas out- 90-second excursion into the Texas outdoors.  
doors. Any time you tune in, you'll remember why you Find a station near you, or listen on the Web, at ' o 
love Texas. Go to www.passporttotexas.org to find a spRr x 

station near you that airs the series. Te
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D a s in the i / By Rob McCorkle 

DESTINATION: LAREDO 
TRAVEL TI M E FROM: 
AUSTIN - 3.5 hoers / BROWNSVILLE - 3.5 hours / DALLAS - 6.5 hours 
HOUSTCN - 5 hours / SAN AITOIO - 2.25 hours / LUBBOCK - 8 hours / EL PASO - 9.5 hours 

Streets of Laredo 
Th s Sou b Texasi border town isTih in history and birding opportunities
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Before the escalation of drug 
cartel violence made me think twice 
about visiting Nuevo Laredo, a border 

run to Laredo md its sister city across 

the Rio Grande always topped my annual 

"to-do" list. It's been many years since 

my last visit :0 lof-miera to sip authenti:

margaritas, sh:.p for Mexican goods, eat 
mouth-watering Mexican fare and loll 
amid the tropical gardens by the La 

* OCTOBER 2013

Posada Hotel pool. I decide that 
although visiting Nuevo Laredo still 

seerrs ill advised, a sojourn in Laredo 

might be the next best thing.  

Laredo shares a common heritage, 
culture, cuisine and natural world with 

its scuth-of-the-border neighbor.  

History tells us that Laredo, founded in 

1755 by Capt. Don Tomas Sanchez, is 
the cnly remaining Spanish colonial

settlement on the northern bank of the 

Rio Grande. Like Texas itself, Laredo 

(originally christened the "villa" of San 
Agustin de Laredo in 1767) once existed 

as a separate nation, albeit for only 283 

days in 1840.  
I discover these fascinating facts while 

visiting the Republic of the Rio Grande 

Museum on Friday afternoon after my 

wife, Judy, and I check into the recently

,: 
.  , .  

> 

t,' 

ri M.

Birding activity is 
picking up in Lare
do. The green jay 
and other South 
Texas specialties 
attact visitors.



renovated La Posada Hotel, which occu

pies a prime downtown spot between the 

river and the nationally registered San 

Agustin Plaza. The museum, in the his

toric 183os Garcia home next door to 

the hotel, has undergone restoration by 
the Webb County Heritage Foundation.  
Original cypress lintels over the door

ways, majestic vigas (ceiling beams) and 
thick, plastered limestone walls transport 
visitors back to 19th century Mexico.  

A three-starred flag just inside the 

museum's entrance attests to Laredo's 

unique status as the only part of Texas 
to have existed under seven flags.  

Vintage photos and exhibits tell the 

story of how an army of federalists in 

the northern Mexican states, loyal to 

Mexico's republican constitution of 

1824, rose up against Santa Anna's cen

tralist government in Mexico City. In 

January 1840, Laredo was proclaimed 

the upstart nation's capital. The struc

ture housing the museum is believed to 

have served as the seat of government.  

After a number of battles in northern 

Mexico towns, Antonio Canales' feder

alist forces surrendered to Mexican 

centralist forces in Camargo, and the 

new republic ceased to exist.  
Laredo's history reveals itself in the 

museum's exhibits -from its early 

18th century ranching days to the 

coming of the railroad in 1881 (mak

ing it a "gateway" city to Mexico) to the 

oil and gas boom of the early 20th 

century. The museum's three-room

wing offers a glimpse into 19th century 

border and South Texas ranching life.  

The officina de la hacienda (ranch office), 
recamara (bedroom) and cocina (kitchen) 

contain an impressive collection of 
antique ranching implements, furni

ture and other heirlooms.  

Two blocks farther down Zaragoza 

Street sits a two-story, red-brick, late 
192Os-era building housing the Villa 
Antigua Border Heritage Museum. Also 

administered by the county heritage 

foundation, the museum, with wrap

around porch and mosaic tile floor, 

hosts revolving border life exhibits. I am 

mesmerized by the "Houses of Yester

day" exhibit featuring photos of homes 
and buildings in Laredo and Nuevo 
Laredo, whose architectural styles mimic 
each other, lending more visual proof of

Laredo's dual heritage.  

With the late-afternoon sun painting 

the historic San Agustin Church and 
surrounding plaza in a golden light, a 

stroll around tie busy square proves 

irresistible. I photograph the historic 
buildings and soak up the local ambi
ance of residents exchanging greetings 

and lounging on shaded park benches, 
as workers set up chairs at the gazebo for 

an evening weeding.  

There's still time to see the George
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We have two words for licensed 
hunters and anglers in Texas...  

The Texas Parks and W'ildlife Department extends a hearty "thank you" 
to all licensed hunters anc anglers in Texas. Because 100% of your license 

fees go to sustaining plentiful land, wa:er and wildlife, Texas is still one of the 
best places in the country to hunt and fish.  

Get ready for the 2013-14 season and for aI' of the camaraderie, tradition and 

sport that hunting and fishing bring. Ycu- license purchase will be appreciated 

by future generations of hunters and anglers.  

Life's better outside.* 

Renew or buy your license at your nearby retailer, 
call (800) 895-4248 or online at www.tpwd.texas.gov/buy
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Washington Birthday Celebration Museum, which is located 

in part of La Posada's sprawling complex. I've read about this 

seemingly inccngruous celebration of our country's first pres

ident n this Mexico-centric city and am curious about its 

origins. The hotel concierge unlocks the museum doors so I 

can read the exhibits and view the elegant, sequined costumes 

of former celebrators who reigned as George and Martha 

Washington and the Indian princess Pocahontas.  
I won't reveal the answer to what one museum placard notes 

is "one of the most-asked questions of why we celebrate 
George Washington's birthday (Feb. 22) on tne Texas border" 
except to say it's worth a visit to learn that what began in 1898 

as a two-day event has morphed into a four-week festival with 
dozens of events. Suffice it to say that what Mardi Gras is to 

New Orleans and Fiesta is to San Antonio, Washington's 

Birthday Celebration is to Laredo. Next year will mark the 
popular festival's 117th edition.  

La Posada's Tack Room, Laredo's 3o-year dining institu
tion, is a must for us during our stay. Located in the historic 

Bruni-Cantu building, the legendary, two-story restaurant 

with downstairs bar serves tasty steaks and seafood dishes 
prepared on an open copper and brass grill behind the salad 

bar. We find that the restaurant's trademark beer cheese soup 

is no longer on the menu, but the chef takes pity on us, and 

soon two pewter bowls of the steaming and sinfully rich 

ambrosia appear.  
The next morning, biologist Tom Miller stands outside the 

Lamar Bruni Vergara Environmental Science Center, ready to 

lead a guided bird walk along the adjacent Paso del Indio 
Nature Trail in honor of Earth Day. Miller, president of the 
local Monte Mucho Audubon Society, is executive director of 

the science center on the Laredo Community College campus, 
which occupies the former Fort McIntosh (1849-1946).  

The center promotes environmental stewardship through 

hands-on educational programs, nature walks, a living labo

ratory, wetlands and tours of its native vegetation and riparian 

features. Indoor exhibits emphasize water conservation - a 

critical concern in this growing, drought-prone city of almost 

300,000, where getting enough fresh water from the Rio 

Grande and other sources proves a constant challenge.  

Miller tells rre that Laredo, unlike other downriver Rio 

Grande Valley municipalities, came late to the nature tourism

table but is making up for lost time. Blessed with a mix of 
brush and desert country, as well as riverine and riparian 

habitat, Laredo attracts an intriguing mix of bird species, 
many of them migrants from Mexico and Central America.  

The city's premier birding hotspots show up in birding guides 
and on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department's Heart of 

Texas Wildlife Trail and Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail 
maps. In 2010, the first U.S. sighting of an Amazon king
fisher at Zacate Creek drew more than 1,000 birders from 

throughout the country.  

During my visit, Laredo was hosting a meeting of the Texas 

Ornithological Society. The city's three-day Laredo Birding 
Festival in February attracts birders drawn by such indigenous 

specialty birds as the green jay, great kiskadee, white-collared 
seedeater, clay-colored thrush and red-billed pigeon.  

"Birding activity is picking up here," Miller says. "More 
birders are figuring out that on their way to the Valley, it might 

be worth stopping here a day or two." 

Our 90-minute hike along the roughly two miles of trails 

that hug the wooded banks of the Rio Grande between the 

border fence and the river brings us several noteworthy sight

ings: a great kiskadee, green jay, Couch's kingbird, chipping 
sparrow, cormorant and black-bellied whistling duck.  

Our last day calls for a visit to Lake Casa Blanca Inter

national State Park. Opened as a state park in 1991, the 371
acre former county park attracts roughly 200,000 visitors 

annually. Many come from Mexico, which lies only 1o miles 

away. Because the 1,
6
00-acre lake, fed by three creeks, is the 

only substantial water body for recreational pursuits within an 

hour's drive of Laredo, the park draws hordes of campers, 
anglers, boaters, swimmers and picnickers. Sunday family 
barbecues are a tradition here.  

Park ranger Holly Reinhard, a recent arrival in Laredo, 

takes time out from her preparations for a Camping 101 

workshop to share all that Lake Casa Blanca has to offer and 
to explain why folks visiting Laredo should add a park visit to 
their itineraries.  

"A lot of people don't know Laredo has a state park," she 
says. "Fishing is a huge draw, as is kayaking and the swimming 
beach, where Laredoans can cool off during hot summer 

months. The lake level, even during persistent droughts, 

remains pretty decent." 

An avid birder, Reinhard has documented more than 100 
species since her arrival, including a recently spotted scaled 
quail, a first for the park. She directs us to a prime birding 

spot - a freshwater pond and palm grove on Ranchito Road.  

On the way, we pass tennis courts, basketball courts, a baseball 

field, children's playground, group camping facilities and one 
of four day-use areas. Reaching the pond, we are rewarded 

with sightings of a number of water birds, including a tricol
ored heron, my first.  

We return to the park's east side, where several families have 

already encamped for the day and are enjoying a splash in the 

designated swimming area. At the boat ramp, we meet kayak 

bass fisherman Bobby Gonzalez, who works at a nearby branch 

of Texas A&M University and frequents Lake Casa Blanca. He 
sings the lake's bass fishing praises and shoves off with multiple 

fishing poles in his kayak.  
We spy in the distance what looks like an old Spanish mission 

with a bell tower atop a nearby hill, so we decide to investigate.  
I learn that the abandoned park structure once housed a sci

ence center. Once again, Laredo's bicultural identity asserts 

itself in what once was part of Mexico. We vow to not wait so 

long to revisit one of Texas' most intriguing "international" 

destinations again. *
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ur family knows the place 
as Dobbs Run. It is a 5,100
acre patch of hardscrabble 
that sits at the western edge 
of the HiII Country on the 
Kinney/Edwards county 

ne. Bisected by the West Nueces River 
bottom, the ranch has the kind of steep, 
dissected canyons, extensive oak-juniper 
woodlands and limestone hil s character
istic of this part of Southwest Texas.

Unlike some of our hardier neigh

bors, our family long ago quit worrying 

about chasing sheep, goats and cattle 

around those unforgiving hills. As the 

land can attest, previous stockmen 

including a pioneering Hill Country 

ranch-woman named Isabella McKer

row and a transplanted Englishman 

named Hillcoat, who is credited with 

introducing sheep into Edwards County 

- attempted plenty of that.  

How Dobbs Run got its name remains 

the subject of friendly debate. Local lore 

has it that an early settler named Dobbs 

was plowing a field along a river terrace 

when a marauding band of Comanches 

up from Mexico attempted an ambush.  

Before the Indian raiders could get a 

jump on him, Dobbs' alert wife yelled 

out to him, "Run, Dobbs, run!" thereby 

saving him from certain demise.  

When pushed, I'll share the less color

ful, and arguably less apocryphal, expla

nation. Way back when, the ranch sat 

along a stagecoach line that ran north 

from Fort Clark up the West Nueces.  

The stagecoach stops were called "runs" 

and were frequently named after the 

individuals who resided there. Historical 

records vouch for a settler named Dobbs 

who called the place home in the 18 00s.  

Historians, albeit not this one, will tell 

you that the name likely has its origins in 

Left photo: Huntmaster Jim Cranmer 
demonstrates archery techniques for Wyatt 
Wood. Right photo: Carter Smith assists 
Zachary Bishop at his tower blind.

the old stagecoach stop and not in a 

failed Indian raid.  

Today, wildlife is the undisputed king 

at Dobbs Run, and our family spends an 

inordinate amount of time chronicling 

its comings and goings. Deer and 

turkeys are counted and re-counted, as 

are Montezuma quail, golden-cheeked 

warblers, black-capped vireos, Texas 

snowbells and just about every other 

species of plant and animal that takes 

refuge there. And, just like our neigh

bors, we spend a lot of time fretting 

about too many hogs and too little rain.  

What we also do quite a bit at Dobbs 

Run is hunt. The fall and winter months 

are particularly sacred times. Family and 

friends gather en masse to muse inces

santly about moon phases, rutting peri

ods, mast crops, cold fronts, wind 

speeds, peak movement times and the
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other idiosyncratic preoccupations of 

Hill Country hunters.  

Such was the setting on a crisp 

November weekend last year, when we 

hosted a group of six young, eager 

hunters and their watchful fathers who 

had come to Dobbs Run courtesy of the 

Texas Youth Hunting Program (TYHP).  

TYHP, which was created as a part

nership between the Texas Wildlife 

Association and the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department, facilitates men

tored parent-child hunts for new and 

beginning youth hunters on private 

lands. The goal is to expose kids in a 

safe environment to all elements of 

hunting - from "field to fork," as one 

TYHP leader described it.  

Now in its 17th year, TYHP pairs the 

hunters with willing landowners and 

teams of trained volunteer "huntmas

ters," who lead the youth hunts and 

serve as the instructors, mentors, safety 

officers, guides and camp cooks. To 

date, thousands of kids, more than half 

of whom had never hunted before, have 

participated in the program.  

In TYHP, everyone gets something 

from the experience. For the landown

ers, it's the immense satisfaction of 

hosting a group of boys and girls eager 

to experience the thrill of a hunt out in 

the country. For the youth and their 

parents, it's priceless time afield togeth

er on a private ranch participating in a 

time-honored outdoor activity. For the 

volunteer huntmasters, it's what they 

describe as perhaps the best gift of all, 
the reward of simply "giving back." 

Four boys and two girls, ranging in 

age from 10 to 16, came out. Mom had 

made a special request for girl partici

pants, pressing her case to TYHP lead

ers. To no one in the family's surprise, 

she prevailed.  

The kids came from towns big and 

small, from parts as far away as Keller 

and Hallettsville and as close as Boerne 

and San Antonio. Some, like Jaydn 

from Jarrell, clearly knew their way 

around a deer rifle. Others, like Alex 

from Spring Branch, had never been on 

a deer hunt before. As they pulled into 

the ranch, the kids were all wide eyes, 
big grins and anticipation.  

After setting up camp under a grove 

of trees near the barn, the eager hunters 

and their fathers gathered at the ranch 

house for dinner. Over deer sausage
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and homemade cookies and ice cream, 

the families and huntmasters got to 

know one another, and Mom and Dad 

shared a short history of the ranch. Dad 

also sprung the news that the kids would 

be entitled to harvest one white-tailed 

buck or doe of their choosing, an axis 

buck or doe and unlimited feral hogs 
over the weekend.  

The kids' eyes lit up like Christmas 

trees.  

Lead huntmaster Doug DuBois 

patiently explained that a safety orienta

tion was in order first, standard fare for 

all TYHP hunts. Over a roaring camp

fire, DuBois and his team laid out the 

expectations for the weekend's hunt.  

Safety considerations would be para

mount, the land and the game would be 

respected, no one would pull a trigger 

without fully identifying the target, all 

hunting laws would be obeyed, and, most 

of all, everyone would have a good time.  

It's the latter point that DuBois, a 

veteran huntmaster of 12 years, 

emphasizes as an essential part of the 

TYHP experience.  

"The kids need to have fun," he says, 

if they are going to become repeat 

hunters. "Otherwise, there are simply 

too many other recreational diversions 

for them to pursue if they have a bad 

initial experience in the outdoors." 

He also never fails to remind the kids 

of a well-honed TYHP axiom that they 

will learn to appreciate even more with 

the passage of time: 'Always remember, 
the weekend is the reward. The harvest 

is the bonus," he offers wisely.  

DuBois, a lifelong sportsman, conser

vationist and member of the 

Texas Wildlife Association board, 

is one of the 1,000 or so volun

teers who make TYHP work.  

Some, like John and Gentry 
Thomas and Eric and Zach 

Goike, who all assisted on this 

hunt, are father-son teams who 

enjoy passing on to other fami

lies the outdoor traditions and 

values they cherish. Others, like 

Jim Cranmer, participate in 

TYHP because the experience 

reminds them of why and how 

they became hunters.  

The next morning, the coffee 

was made, breakfast was ready 

and the campfire was roaring 

by 5 a.m. as the bright-eyed 
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and bushy-tailed young hunters gath

ered to find their guides. According to 

the fathers, sleep had been a rather 

illusory proposition as the kids tossed 

and turned all night, anxious for the 

morning hunt to begin.  

A half-hour later, as the taillights of 

the trucks carrying the young hunters 

disappeared into the blackness of the 

ranch, huntmaster Cranmer turned 

with a knowing smile on his face and 

remarked pensively :o no one in partic

ular, "This is why we hunt." 

When the hunters returned to camp, it 

was clear that the morning hunt did not 

disappoint. All the kids saw game, 

including Alex, who was also treated to a 

bobcat sighting. Several had gotten shots 

at deer. Some had seen bucks sparring 

with each other. Jehrid harvested a dandy 

buck, and young Wyatt connected on his 

first deer, a great buck with mule-deer

like split G2 antlers on both >eams, an 

anomaly on a white-tailed derr. They all 

loved riding around the pastures in the 

old Willys jeep and ranch mules, seeing 

new country and listening to tall tales 

from the colorful ranch guides, Lance 

Tompkins and Bryan Fisher.  

After the field-dressing, picture

taking and story-telling were over, the 

hunters gobbled down a delicious camp 

lunch deftly prepared by the Goikes.  

They were then rewarded with the arrival 

of TPWD Game Wardens Rob Frets and 

Scott Holly, who shared information 

about wildlife, hunting laws, conserva

tion and careers as state game wardens.

Left: Zachary and Todd Bishop enjoy the ride 
to their blind with Carter Smith. Above: 
Hunters pose for a group photo with Dobbs 
Run owners Ernest and Paula Smith.  

A big part of the TYHP experience is 

ensuring that the young hunters learn 

about hunting ethics and the critical 

role that hunters play in conserving 

wildlife for future generations.  

Just as importantly, the kids are intro

duced to the role that private landown

ers take on as stewards. To that end, 

Mom and Dad led the kids on a walk 

through the house pasture, discussing 

the importance of habitat management 

practices such as using prescribed fire.  

They identified various species of plants 

and explained the value of the plants in 

providing food, cover, water and shelter 

to the abundant wildlife that call the 

ranch home.  

A short trip to the rifle and archery 

ranges gave the kids another opportunity 

to learn from the huntmasters about the 

importance of good marksmanship, 

proper firearm handling and hunter 

safety. Then, it was off for another hunt 

in the hills.  

Later that night, after a delicious meal 

of brisket, beans and homemade cob

bler, everyone gathered under the stars 

for one of the program's signature expe

riences, the campfire talk.  

It is at this point of the weekend that 

the true magic of the Texas Youth 

Hunting Program fully emerges. The 

youth hunters, fathers, landowners, 

guides and huntmasters are asked to 

reflect in their own words on what the 

weekend's experience has meant to them.  

It is an intensely personal moment, 

and for many, the emotion is both pal-

pable and poignant.  

Madison, one of the 

two girl hunters on the 

trip, reflected thought

fully on how meaningful 

it was to spend such 

uninterrupted quality 

time with her father in 

the deer pasture. As his 

dad looked on proudly, 

young Wyatt, who was on 

his very first deer hunt at 

age 10, recounted the 

story of taking his first 

buck that very morning.  

Nate Smith, one of the 

accompanying fathers, reflected on the 

beauty of the land, the quality of the 

program and his gratitude for the sim

ple privilege of being there. Capturing 

the sentiments of all the adults sitting 

around the fire, he summed up the 

experience well: "These are the days I 

treasure the most." 

The final morning hunt proved to be 

a fruitful one. Young Alex came back to 

camp sporting an ear-to-ear grin. In 

the back of the jeep was the fat axis doe 

she had harvested, her first ever. Zach 

popped a nice feral hog, earning him 

high-fives from the other hunters and a 

special word of thanks from my father.  

Jehrid and Jaydn each connected on 

nice axis bucks, firsts for them. Madison 

and Wyatt had seen ample game and 

were content to revel in the success of 

their fellow hunters.  

But, as the young hunters quickly 

learned, the "hunt" was not over. Alas, 

hunting trips involve chores and work, 
and the kids needed to experience that 

as well. Camp had to be broken, ranch 

vehicles cleaned and washed out, game 

skinned and quartered and put on ice, 

trash hauled off and trucks loaded and 

packed for the trip home.  

As the hunters gathered for a quick 

lunch, a short wrap-up from the 

huntmasters, a group picture and a 

final round of goodbyes, we all 

exchanged e-mails and phone num

bers and pledged to stay in touch with 

the many new friends we had made 

over the weekend.  

As usual, Mom said it best when she 

turned to DuBois and posed the ques

tion on all of our minds: "When can we 

do it again?" The TYHP had worked its 

magic on all of us, one more time. * 

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE :A 39



title: 

Goodbye to a Writer 

John Graves' writings abcut rivers 

and Texas' other natural resources 

live on beyond his passing.

author: 

By Mike Cox
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There's something intangible about the 

river that flows in most people's souls, 

rising in the prolific spring of the 

mind, coursing through the veins of our 

experiences and pooling in our hearts.  

Not surprisingly - given that the ancient bond between 

man and river formed the very nexus of civilization - some of 

the world's greatest books have to do with rivers.  

Mark Twain made the Mississippi a character in his classic 

novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Joseph Conrad used a 

river in Heart of Darkness, and James Dickey did it in Deliverance.  

But those were all works of fiction. The late Texas writer 

John Graves, who died in his sleep at his Hard Scrabble ranch 

near Glen Rose on July 31, achieved literary immortality with 

his 1960 nonfiction book, Goodbye to a River.  

Nationally distributed by New York publisher Alfred A.  

Knopf when its author was in the 40th of the 92 years he 

would live, Goodbye to a River is Graves' account of a canoe trip 

with a dog he referred to only as his "passenger" (the dachs

hund's name was Watty) down part of the Brazos River.  

Considered as important and lasting a work as the 19th cen

tury existentialist Henry David Thoreau's Walden, Graves' book 

takes readers along the river with him as he explores its twists 

and turns and its sometimes bloody frontier history. Finding 

the universal in the local, he writes about the fish that swim in 

it, the wildlife that exists along its banks and, finally, the peo

ple who lived on or near it. He steps into his narrative as 

casually as someone wading out into the water on a gravel bar 

with this unpretentious beginning: 

"Most autumns, the water is low from the long dry summer, 
and you have to get out from time to time and wade, leading 

or dragging your boat through trickling shallows from one 

pool to the long channel-twisted pool below, hanging up 

occasionally on shuddering bars of quicksand, making six or 

eight miles in a day's work, but if you go to the river at all, you 

tend not to mind." 

Born John Alexander Graves III on Aug. 6, 1920, in Fort 

Worth, where his father owned a clothing store, he developed 

a lifelong love for the outdoors. The first river that drew him 

was the West Fork of the Trinity, where he spent a lot of time 

as a boy fishing and hunting. The next river that attracted 

young Graves was the Brazos, a wilder, more vigorous stream.  

When his family visited relatives in Cuero, he fished in the 

Guadalupe and hunted quail with his father's brothers. o 
Following high school, he went to Rice University. 

After graduating in 1942, the second-darkest year of World z 

War II, he enlisted in the Marine Corps and served as a first 

lieutenant in the Pacific Theater. Fighting on the island of 

Saipan in 1944, he was almost killed when an enemy hand 

grenade was detonated by a Japanese soldier who had been 

playing dead. The young officer recovered from his wounds, 

but lost sight in his left eye and carried assorted small pieces
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"Even though [the Llano River] runs through some stark and 

jumbled country, the river itself is a lovely stream in 

times of normal flow. Its purling clear water issues from 

good springs on its north and south branches, and is aug

mented by tributaries here and there." 

- John Graves, "Life on the Llano," 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, November 2000
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"Usually, fall is the good time to go to the Brazos, and 

when you can choose, October is the best month - if, for 

that matter, you choose to go there at all, and most 

people don't." 

- John Graves, opening lines to Goodbye to a River
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of metal elsewhere in his body for the rest of his life.  

After the war, Graves spent some time in Mexico before 

moving to New York to get a master's degree in English 
from Columbia University. Returning to Texas in 1948, he 
taught freshman English at the University of Texas at Austin 
for two years. After a short failed marriage, he went back to 
New York for a while before traveling abroad, spending 
most of his time in Spain.  

While in Europe he began writing magazine articles and 

finished a novel called A Speckled Horse that no one wanted to 

publish. Seeing himself as a future Ernest Hemingway-esque 
novelist, Graves threw himself into the expatriate lifestyle, but 

his sun never rose as that kind of writer.  

In 1957, Graves made what turned out to be an excellent 

career move and came home to Texas to help take care of his 
father, who had cancer. Not long after that, Graves got an 

assignment from Sports Illustrated (along with a $500 advance) 
to write an article about a canoe trip he planned to take 

down the Brazos below Possum Kingdom Dam. With a 

series of five dams planned for that section of the river 

downstream as far as Lake Whitney, Graves knew the stream 

would never be the same.  

He pushed his canvas canoe into the river on the afternoon 

of Nov. II, 1957, and spent the next three weeks on the river, 

covering 170-plus miles. In camp each evening, he wrote his 
observations down in a notebook, eventually filling several of 

them. The trip proved to be as interesting and personally 
meaningful as he thought it would be, but his editor at Sports 
Illustrated didn't agree. Even after Graves rewrote some passages 

and cut others, the editor turned it down. Graves at least got 

to keep the advance, which back then was major money.  
Not entirely daunted, Graves proceeded to turn the trip 

into a book that hit the stores in October 1960 in time for 
holiday sales. It gained immediate recognition as an impor
tant work, winning the top book award from the Texas 

Institute of Letters the following year. It was also in the run

ning for a National Book Award. The dams proposed for the 
stretch of river he had written about never were built.  

The former Marine did not pull any punches when it 

came to saying what he thought, including a warning that 
still echoes from his book: "We will be nearly finished, I 
think, when we stop understanding the old pull toward 

green things and living things, toward dirt and rain and 
heat and what they spawn." 

The money Graves earned from Goodbye to a River eventually 

freed him from the teaching position at TCU he had held 
since 1958 and allowed him to buy 400 acres in the limestone 
hills of Somervell County southwest of Fort Worth, a worn

out farm he called Hard Scrabble. He cleared the land of as 
much invasive cedar as he could, built a house and moved to 
the property in 1970 with his wife, Jane, a former fashion 
designer for Neiman-Marcus, and their two daughters.  

As writer Jan Reid observed in the UT alumni magazine 
Alcalde, Graves was a writer who, in seeking to get as close to 

perfection as he could, "did not punish himself with yearning 

to be prolific." 

Graves wrote only three other major books after Goodbye to a 
River, and all of those came more than a decade after publica-



tion of his first book. His second book was Hard Scrabble: 

Observations on a Piece of Land, a first-person account of his own, 

small part of Texas, the place where he would die.  

Published in 1974, Hard Scrabble, as its subtitle suggests, is a 

rumination on the land, from grasses and creeks to goats and 

hired hands. His next book was From a Limestone Ledge, a collec

tion of essays published in 1980.  

Goodbye to a River and Graves' second and third books have 

come to be known as the Brazos Trilogy. His fourth book was 

Myself and Strangers: A Memoir of Apprenticeship, published in 2004.  

He wrote seven other shorter books or anthologies, including 

The Water Hustlers (1971), Blue and Some Other Dogs (1981), AJohn 

Graves Reader (1996), The Last Running (19g0), Texas Rivers (2002), 
Texas Hill County (2003) and My Dogs and Guns (2007).  

While not weighing down library shelves with an extraordi

narily long row of books, Graves continued to put interesting 

and well-ordered words on paper. He wrote for a variety of 

magazines, including the 

long-defunct Holiday, 

Esquire, Atlantic Monthly, Texas 

Monthly and Texas Parks & 

Wildlife magazine.  

Fittingly, six of the pieces 

Graves wrote for this mag

azine had to do with rivers: 

"The Canadian River" 

(March 1999), "The 

Pecos" (December 1999), 

"Life on the Llano" 

(November 2000), 

"Riverfolk of the Neches" 

(May 2001), "Song of the 

Sabinal" (October 2001) 

and "Vein of History" 

(December 2001). Those 

articles became the book 

Texas Rivers, with photo

graphs by Texas Parks & Wildlife 

contributing photographer Wyman Meinzer.  

Graves also wrote a long essay, "State of Nature," published 

in the December 1992 issue of this magazine to celebrate the 

magazine's 50th anniversary. Though he would live another 

two decades, Graves wrote from the perspective of a man who 

had spent most of his life in Texas - much of it outdoors 

and along the way had seen tremendous change in the state's 

environment. As he put it, that change included having "wit

nessed a great deal of ecological decline and damage but also 

a degree of restitution." 

While he praised Texas' many fish-full manmade reservoirs, 

reading between the lines of what he had to say about rivers 

shows Graves still had reservations about building dams.  

Though he did have concerns, he ended his essay with an 

expression of optimism for the future of the Texas outdoors.  

"There does appear to be room for hope," Graves wrote.  

"Where it lies is in the shift toward understanding and gen

tler use ... in relation to hunters and fishermen, and which 

is going to have to prevail among all people who make use 

of the outdoors, if in the long run anything worth having is 

to be saved." z
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"Nobody in tie past several generations has seen the 

Neches or its valley or its people in their prime.  

Nobody ever will again. ... I would have liked to thread 

thrcugh tie fecund, often tangled Neches bottoms with 

their mighty hardwoods where thousands of birds sang and 

thousands of large and small animals roamed, and to have 

ridden_ among the upland groves of massive tall pines." 

- John Graves , "Riverfolk of the Neches , " 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, May 2001 
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Sept. 4, 2011, 
started like any other Sunday 
morning with people hustling 
about their business, shopping 
and going to church. Nothing 
seemed out of place.  

Around 2:30 that afternoon I left the 

house, noticing that the air had a slight 

smoky smell, but nothing seemed 

unusual until I got to the main highway.  

Traffic was heavy for a Sunday after

noon, almost all headed out of Bastrop.  

When I finally turned onto the highway 

headed for town, I noticed a huge 

plume of smoke to my left. Wildfire! 

Before the week was over, more than 

1,600 homes would be lost in what was 

Texas' worst fire loss in history.  

The fire blew up suddenly, and the 

strong winds, coupled with hot, dry air 

and abundant fuel, caused it to spread 

very fast. The pine woods and post oak 

savannah around Bastrop were thick 

with brush, and the dry weather made it 

ready to burn.  

The Bastrop fire was just one of many 

in Texas in recent years; that same 

weekend there were fires all across the 

state. There is nothing unusual about 

fire - it's a natural component of our 

Texas landscape. What was unusual was 

how quickly these fires spread and how 

much fuel was available.  

As the multiyear drought continues, 

Texas remains a tinderbox, so we 

should examine our landscape practices 

to help preserve our properties and 

prevent another disaster like Bastrop's.  

Careful selection of plants, discrimi

nate placement of plants around our 

homes and businesses and attention to 

inherent characteristics that cause one 

plant to be highly flammable while 

another is much less volatile will reduce 

the risk considerably. Conscious efforts 

to reduce the fuel loads around our 

communities will also help protect us.  

While the Bastrop fire was primarily 

rural, there were elements of an 

"urban wildland interface" - where 

city lots are interspersed with green-
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belts and rural lots - involved in this 

blaze. Different situations affect the 

risk our properties face, and thus 

influence the plants we can safely use 

in landscaping for wildlife.  

Urban landscapers, because :here is 

little risk of fire approaching from off 
the property, can essentially choose to 

use any plant at any location. In an 

urban wildland interface, the risk of fire

increases, and we must choose plants 

more carefully. In a rural area, where 

the volunteer fire department may be a 

long distance away and the fuel load 

around the property can be heavy, 

selecting plants carefully and placing 

them wisely can make the difference 

between a home that survives a wildfire 

and a burned-over foundation.  

While Texas offers a wealth of plants

to use in landscaping, characteristics of 

some of these plants make them unwel

come risks close to our homes.  

Watching a fire cross the prairie, you 

can see that it stays close to the ground 

until it hits certain brush or tree 

species, then it explodes skyward, accel

erating quickly and aggressively. These 

plants, if planted close to your home, 

enhance the risk of fire damage instead 

of reducing it. The surprising thing is 

that some of these plants - like yaupon, 

juniper, rosemary and others - often 

border foundations and decorate the 

outside of homes. While providing 

landscape features that are very valuable 

to wildlife, they should not be used 

close to our homes.  

Features that make a plant volatile 

include the presence of an oily resin, a 

tight canopy that traps air and a ten

dency to dry quickly in xeric condi

tions. The Texas Forest Service is 

developing a table that includes the 

flammability of various Texas landscape 

plants, but until this project is com

pleted, we must rely on observations of
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how fire reacts with certain plants.  

In addition to the three species noted 

above, plants to avoid using near the 

house include holly species, wax myrtle, 
red cedar and similar plants.  

Close to our homes we want plants 

that will remain green, even when dry, 

and will resist burning. Many native 

wildflowers show these characteristics, 

as well as some brush species and sev

eral trees. Having a safe, fire-resistant 

landscape does not mean settling for 

cacti and granite. We can still enjoy 

colorful landscapes that will serve the 

needs of wildlife in our gardens, but 

we need to use carefully selected plants 

to ensure our safety.  

Developing a Defensible Zone 
The basis for a firewise landscape is 

reducing the risk of flammability the 

closer you get to the structure you 

want to save. For example, a cedar tree 

200 feet from the house is not nearly 

as great a risk as a cedar tree 20 feet 

from the house. By using plants that 

present a low fire risk close to your 

home, and increasing the risk as you 

move away from your home, you begin 

to develop a "defensible space" around 

your home. Firewise planning breaks 

the space around your home into 

three distinct zones.  

The first zone, from immediately 

against your walls out to about 30 feet, 

should be a very low-risk area. It needs 

to be kept somewhat open to facilitate 

firefighter movement around the 

home, should this become necessary.  

This is an area where color can be 

introduced with wildflowers, succulents 

and cacti. You want to use plants that 

are difficult to ignite and burn. Some 

structure is certainly possible in this 

area, but structure should not be intro

duced at the expense of safety.  

Another consideration in the first 

zone is avoiding "fire ladders" in the 

area close to your home. A fire ladder is 

a plant that, because of its growth habits 

and flammability, will take fire from the 

ground level and transport it quickly to 

your roof. These plants usually have 

thin, dry branches and leaves close to 

the ground that continue to the top of 

the plant. Cedar is a good example (and 

one that is often used near the founda-

tions of homes), but several other 

plants match this description. If these 

plants are used in the landscape, they 

should be well back from the home, or 

the limbs should be trimmed to eight 

or more feet from ground level.  

A final concern close to your home is 

the material lying on the ground. Pine 

needles, dead leaves and even mulch 

can become a fire hazard when dry.  

Cleaning up needles and leaves, clean

ing out the gutters around the edge of 

your roof and keeping the mulch moist 

around your plants can go a long way to 

reducing your fire risk.  

Driveways, walkways, rock walls and 

other "hardscape" can be valuable tools 

in slowing the advance of wildfire 

around your home. While the Bastrop 

fire was hot and moved fast enough to 

jump four-lane divided highways, this 

is not the usual situation in prairie, 

grassland or forest fires. Asphalt, con

crete or other paving materials, like 

those used for driveways or walkways, 

can slow the advance of fire enough to 

provide time to water the landscape 

and possibly save the building. When 

planning your landscaping, place 

driveways, walkways, rock walls and 

other mineral-based features in places 

where they can intercept the most likely 

path of fire onto your property. For 

larger properties, select effective fire

break locations for access roads.  

Similarly, water features -especially 

streams and fountains - can be used to 

slow fire progress.  

Placing water sources at each end of 

your building allows you to wet the 

ground and your structures in the event 

of fire. (This should not provide undue 

confidence. When told to leave, please 

heed the warning.) 

The second zone, beginning 30 

feet from the house and extending out 

to 60 feet, can contain slightly more 

flammable plants, but you should still 

avoid plants that are highly volatile.  

This is an appropriate area to intro

duce moderately flammable brush 

species like viburnum and partridge

berry, and native bunch grasses, but 

only if they can be kept relatively 

green. Dry grass can be very volatile.  

Since you are introducing plants from 

all layers of a typical plant community, 

you can begin developing a structural

pattern that will allow wildlife to thrive 

on your property.  

Some ground cover of leaves and 

needles can be left in the second zone 

in times when the weather is moist 

enough to reduce fire risk. In periods 

of drought, it is still a good idea to 

reduce the fuel load by cleaning up 

these materials. While this is a favorite 

area for thrashers, ovenbirds, roadrun

ners and other birds to forage (as well 

as a great place for insects, toads and 

other reptiles to hide), maintaining this 

layer must not be allowed to enhance 

your fire risk.  

The third zone is far enough from 

the house to introduce almost any 

native plant you wish, while still main

taining the idea of keeping the more 

flammable plants distant from your 

home. It would still be wise to place 

highly flammable plants only at the 

edge of your property.  

Maintaining Your Landscape 
When left unattended, landscapes 

quickly become overrun with brush 

and other weedy species. In small land

scapes - the typical suburban lot 

manual removal by pulling or cutting 

the plant is often the easiest, most 

cost-effective way to keep encroaching 

plants out of your landscape. For larger 

properties -those often found in 

rural or urban wildland interface 

regions - pulling the brush mechani

cally with a root plow or chaining 

device may work. By far, the most cost

effective means of controlling brush in 

larger landscapes is fire. A controlled 

burn, prescribed to reduce fuel loads 

and reduce brush, will effectively 

decrease the threat in and around the 

area burned. Prescribed fire can also 

work to protect communities and sub

divisions when it is used to reduce the 

fuel load in the wildlands surrounding 

the neighborhoods.  

Texas is a large state that, in many 

areas, has become a tinderbox of heavy 

fuel waiting for a spark to ignite it. By 

taking a proactive approach in our land

scapes and selecting plants with their 

potential flammability in mind, we can 

reduce the potential immediately 

around our homes and help protect the 

property we value so much. * 
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GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST 

M A R F E T L A C E 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 799-1045

MAGNUM-~ 
. HUNTING PRODUCTS 

L Contrroers 

Timers

FR E E CA .  
at our web site www.magnumhunting.com

or cal 

281-261-0803

I 1 I
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Handcrafted plaque 
- displays dental 
wear patterns to 
determine age 

great gift! 

(830)257-4538 
Wildlife Enterprises 

Kerrville, TX
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12" X 15" Laminated poster 
details physical characteristics 
for Yearling, Immature, Mature 
and Post Mature Buck Deer 

$6.95 ea 
ideal for deer blinds! 

(830)257-4538 
Wildlife Enterprises,Kerrville, TX 
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I
Specializing in 

shallow water flats

!. ' I fishing for redfish, 

trout & flounder.  
" Full Day / Half Day 
, Baffin trips 
" Kayak Rentals 
* Kayaks Shuttle Drop off / pick up 
" Nature Boat Trips for Photography 

and Private Whooping Crane Tours 

) _ 5 
rockportredrunner@yahoo.com 
www.rockportredrunner.com

3 A nnu al Czechfest 
OCTOBER 6th at St. Thomas the Apostle Church 

16602 FM 624, Robstown, TX 

ONE OF THE BIGGEST FESTIVALS AND 
FUN FAMILY EVENTS IN SOUTH TEXAS 

Arts & Crafts, Bingo, Children games and rides, Country 
Store; where Kolaches are sold, silent Auction and Live 

Auction begins at 1 PM until all items are sold.  
Lunch will be served at 11 AM: BBQ Beef and 
Traditional Czech Dinner with Kolaches There is 

also a drive thru to pick-up your dinner.  

Czech Mass Celebrant: Reverend Msgr. Richard Shirley 
at 11 AM. Bring the family & enjoy a wonderful day 

with friends!
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TREKR® Jungle Travel Washcloth.  
Rinses clean and stinljl free.  

2 pacg $8 
www.lunatecgear.corn 

" Ua /\TEC

. ; s 

;i

TRY A DR® FIELD AND BRUSH MOWER 
WITH OUR 

1 -YEAR 
TRIAL! 

CLEAR meadows, trails and underbrush 
from woodlots and pastures 

CUT 8-foot field grass, saplings 
3" thick, tough brush 

CHOPeverything 
into small pieces 

Tow- M 
Behind Mode!

'L mited time offer.  

Self 
Propelled 
Model 

Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! 
TOLL-FREE 

888-212-0725 
DRfieldbrush.com
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October Advertisers 
1. Aimpoint, pg. 21 

www.sportsmanshootingcenter. corn 

2. Camper Clinic II, pg. 14 
www. camperclinic2.com 

3. Corpus Christi, Texas, inside back cover 
www.visitcorpuschristitx.org 

4. Lake Whitney, pg.17 
www.getawaycapital.cor 

5. Laredo, pg. 13 
www.visitlaredo.cor 

6. Nikon Sport Optics, pg. 18-19 
www.nikonsportoptics.com 

7. Sand Creek Post & Beam, pg. 17 
www. sandcreekpostandbeam. com 

8. Texas A&M Press, pg. 11 
www. tamupress. com 

9. Texas Forest Service, pg. 23 
www.dontmovefirewood.org
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-s .=SHIPPING 
' i ! I For a Limited Time 

Leaves Nothing in 
its Path Except the 
Competition.  
Put an end to fall cleanup hassle! 
UNSTOPPABLE POWER Collect & shred acres of 
leaves, pine cones, pine needles, grass clippings.  
HUGE CAPACITY Exclusive shredding action reduc
es debris, for more vacuuming and less unloading.  
BUILT TO LAST Beefy steel frame, large hoses, 
hard shell collector, commercial engine options.  

M 

For details please call or visit online. Limited time offer. N 

Call for a FREE Catalog & DVD! 
TOLL-FREE 

888-212-0725 
DRleafvac.com 

Unique outdoor and indoor coolers available 
Hand made out of real "barn wood" 

Hand-crafted in Texas 
Inclues Official Ig oo Brand Ice Chest 

Customize your cooler with adornments 

OUTDOORIIJTCOOLERS.COM' 
800-833-5998

Gone forever! 

For details please call or visit online. Limited time offer.  

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 
TOLL-FREE 

A 
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DRstumpgrinder.com 
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ELIMINATE Landscape 
Eyesores with a 
DR* STUMP GRINDER! 
" EXPAND lawn areas.  
" OPEN UP fields and 

meadows. 1*YEAR ' 
* BLAZE new trails. TRIAL 
" REMOVE mowing hazards.  

The DR* STUMP GRINDER uses 
rarhidpe-tinnpd cittinn teath that



ACCOMMO AIoNs

KAPANKAWA VILJLAG E 
or the good life o he gulf" 

22996 Highway 60 

Matagorda, TX 

(979) 863-7737

THE LODGI 
' 8 Uniquely Styled Rooms 

- Organic Bedding 

Large B.throoms 

- Original Artwork 

- Fresh Baked Cookies 
Each Evening 

" Outdoor Living Rooms 

Artwork 

' Furniture 

" Spa Products 
'Home Accessories 

Men & Womens Wear 

Coffee & Wines

Don't forget 
BubbaFest 2013 

on Saturday, 
October 19th! ' 

Visit karankawavilla ecom 
or more etaiTs. .

HALT 
INVASIVE TREES 

; I , 

T he Patented 

DR® TREE-CHOPPER M 
is like a pipe CUtter for trees! 
Attach the Tree-Chopper to your ATV and drive 
into trees up to 4" thick. Circular discs slice 
through the trunk, while a rear trailing blade 
shears the stump flush to the ground.  
* CUT UP TO 300 TREES PER HOUR 
SELIMINATE RED CEDAR, MESQUITE and 

other invasive trees.  
* CUT TREES UP TO 4" IN DIAMETER 

*For details please call or visit online. Limited time offer.  
Cal for a FREE OVO and Catalog!

TOLL-FREE 55A 

888-212-0725 i e 

DRTreeChopper.com

VISIT 
www.tpwmagazne.com 

For Links to Our Advertisers' Websites 

RIO FRIO LODGING 
& NATURE CENTER 

Retreat to 

the Hills for 
' a Week or 

_Weekend of 
Relaxation & 

.B y Adventure 

Birding, Bat Flight, Kayak & Nature Tours 

www.hillcountryadventures.com 
830-96-2320 www.friolodging.com

4 RANCH BROKERAGE, CONSULTING 
AND EVALUATION 

4 CUSTOM HIGH-END RANCH MAPS 

4 AUCTION/PRIVATE TREATY SALES

,9 

--' 

J4SSOc iafwn 

* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country, 
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, 
hot tub, fireplaces, golf.  

www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100 

* The Whistler B&B. 1859 Victorian home, 
lovingly restored. Original antiques. Peaceful 

atmosphere on three wooded acres. Gourmet 

breakfast.  

www.thewhistlerbnb.com (8001404-2834 

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic 
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient 

oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquili

ty. Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farm

house, all with private spa therapy rooms.  

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089 

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.  
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread 

over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from 

town.  

www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020 

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & 
Danville Schoolhouse. 4

3-acre deer haven 

near Gruene, rivers. Getaways, reunions, wed

dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, 
Jacuzzis. Delicious breakfasts.  

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (8001 299-8372 

HOPES' HOUSE 
ROCKPORT, TEXAs 
(800) 924-1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com 

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.  
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.  
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE.  

'l;LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL 
FOR HOLIDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, 

BIRTHDAYS, COMPANY GIFTS ETC...  

'IT'BBJ4 
, .:.,,3 Gft Certificates 

ORDER ONLINE ON A SECURE SERVER 
WWW.TEXASBB.ORG
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855.820.4067 CLAROXAN.COM

Fit Eyes for fITASC 
Top-Level Shooter Sees The Claroxan Advantage

Brian DuQuesnay is a faithful Claroxan 
user and has been for the past five years.  

He is a member of Team USA and has 

been for the past two years. He is also 

one of the top ten veteran shooters in the 

USA.  

He started his passion for shooting 

about 40 years ago. He traveled to South 

America to hunt for doves and pigeons 

in countries such as Columb.a, Bolivia 

and Paraguay. Shooting small game got 

him interested in Sporting Clays and 

FITASC.  

Brian shoots in the specialized disci

pline of FITASC. It is similar to Sporting 
Clays but a bit tougher, as the targets are 

thrown at a higher velocity and longer 

distances and the shooter must fire from 

a low gun position.  

We caught up with Brian after he wrote 

a letter to Pacific Health, excited to 

share his success with Claroxan -the 

once-daily tablet for healthy yes.* 

Here is what Brian had to say about his 

success:

"I shoot competitively and I am always 

looking for a competitive edge. I am one 

of the top ten veteran shooters in the 

USA and am a member of TEAM USA in 

both FITASC and Sporting Clays. When 

you are called up to shoot, the condi

tions arena 't always perfect. We may 

have to shoot in cloudy, windy and rainy 

conditions, which is a lot tougher than a 

nice sunny day! It doesn 't matter if your 

eyes are watering; when it is your turn 

to shoot you have to be good to go.  

Acute vision and hand-eye coordina

tion are so important in Sporting Clays 

and FITASC. Claroxan has helped me 

keep my eyes healthy and my vision 

strong. * It is basically a necessity to me 

at this level. I can attribute my success 

of strong, healthy vision to Claroxan.  

And, although I am a bit near-sighted, 

my prescription has changed nominally 

over the past five years!" 

Thanks, 

Brian DuQuesnay

855.820.4067 CLAROXAN.COM

advertisement

*These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

Expert Preferred 
The professionals 

trust Claroxan 
to maintain and support 
their eyesight.* 

Bret Erickson, 4-Time U.S. Olympian 
After taking Claroxan for a few weeks 

my vision seemed crisp 

and clear * I could pick 
up on moving objects 

:;(like clay pigeons) 
' very fast. I stayed on 

the program and in 

2006 I won my first trap 

championship in a decade.  

Ed Arrighi, National Helice Champ 

I take Claroxan and feel like I 

have extraordinary speed 

_ and crispness in my 
peripheral vision, which 

allows me to instantly 

pick up and lock in on 

targets coming from all 

directions.* Claroxan gives 

me an edge where it counts.  

Robert Vogel, iLawEnforcementOfficer 
As a cop and competitive combat hand

gun shooter, I need to main

tain excellent speed of 
vision. It allows me 
to scan a field of 
targets and make fast, 

' accurate shots. A ,few 
seconds time over a full 

day of shooting can be the differ

ence between victory and second 
place. Thats why I take Claroxan.  

Cliff St. Martin, ProfessionallluntGuide 
I know that perfect visual acuity is an 
asset I can 't afford to lose. I discov

ered Claroxan a few years 

ago, soon after my client 
Tim s bighorn tag finally 
came. I might not have ii; spotted that ram without 

Claroxan. * Tim could have 

missed his chance! Since 

that day, I've recommended Claroxan to 

clients and fellow guides alike.
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