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Up Front BACKSTORY FROM THE EDITOR

a

Stand back, Mr. Grinch: A bumper crop of lights on Johnson City's historic Blanco County Courthouse and square creates a fabulous holiday viewing extravaganza.

Let's "Fabulize" the Holidays!

BEF FOE TIS issue of Texas Highways magazine, the word 
"fabulize" translated in normal English as "to invent, compose, 

or relate fables or fictions." I'm willing to accept that as part 

of the word's definition, but I believe it's important to add another 
interpretive dimension: "to make fabulous." This definition improves 
the word's usefulness. Particularly in Texas. And, most important, 
in Texas during the holidays. After all, the Texas spirit energizes the 
holiday season with amazing and rewarding results. With that in 

mind, it really is essential for each of us to take time to share this sea
sonal energy. No matter where in the state you live and travel, you'll 

easily be able to fabulize your own holiday experience.  

Almost everyone loves a visit to the Hill Country, and the towns 

around this region outdo each other in creating fantastic displays of 
lights. Johnson City sets a high standard for visual intensity, flipping 

the switch on Lights Spectacular 2012 on Friday, November 23. In 

fact, several towns in the Hill Country create holiday wonderlands, 
with Marble Falls among them, but look for the old-fashioned candle

light vigils (in several towns, including Boerne) as well.  

And, all along the Gulf Coast, towns and cities create their individual 

festival moods. Dickens on the Strand, Galveston's homage to Victorian 

celebrations, brings an experience of Victorian England to life in the 
historic district. Then, if you can make the time to see a harbor parade, 
look for the ones in Corpus Christi, South Padre Island, or Kemah.  

Ethnic and cultural events pop up during the season. Fredericks

burg, of course, makes its German heritage celebration memor

able. And this year, Arlington continues its newfound tradition of

a German holiday experience with its German Market, set up 
near the Rangers Ballpark, starting on November 30 and contin

uing through December 16.  

San Antonio celebrates the Ford Holiday River Parade and 

Lighting Ceremony along the River Walk, rain or shine, on No

vember 23 and then shares the Ford Fiesta de las Luminarias 

(with more than 6,000 of the traditional lanternesque lights) a 

week later. The LED lights in the trees (along with the old-fash

ioned bulbs favored by traditionalists) transform the fabled River 

Walk into an awe-inspiring and romantic wonderland.  

Grapevine continues its claim to be the Christmas Capital of 

Texas with attractions of every dimension. For an outstandingly 

evocative article on one of many Grapevine holiday experiences, 
read Barbara Rodriguez' article from last December's issue, which 

we've revived and posted at www.texashighways.com.  

These notes only hint at this holiday season's potential at lo

cations and destinations across Texas. So start with these ideas, 
and fabulize the holidays for yourself! 

Charles Lohrmann, Editor-in-Chief 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter Ij 

P.S. You're bound to have special holiday traditions you'd like to 

share. Whether it's Christmas on the Concho, holiday lights in El 

Paso, or a tour of Houston's Bayou Bend, please let us know via Twit

ter, Facebook, Pinterest, or email (letters05@texashighways.com).
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3 2 What's the latest trend in the Tex
as restaurant scene? Janmes Beard Award
winning author Robb Walsh uncovers an 
intriguing ragout that challenges precon
ceived notions about "Texas cuisine." Pass 
the Cajun-Vietnamese crawfish, please.  
Text by ROBB WALSH 

AKEEMEREMN4

Q381rtA Anytime! Solitude, cool ocean breezes, abun
dant wildlife, and low lodging rates draw 
visitors to Port Aransas in the wintertime.  
For many beach denizens, this is the Texas 
coast's finest season.  

Text by JUNE NAYLOR 
Photographs by WILL VAN OVERBEEK

A holiday in Wichita Falls creates new 
traditions while revisiting attractions that 
have stood the test of time. And what's the 
skinny on the World's Littlest Skyscraper? 

Text by KATE HULL 
Photographs by MICHAEL AMADOR
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I Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 
Burros and meeting Tom Lea 

1uI Postcards 
Dublin Rebounds 
The Snapple-Dublin Dr Pep
per lawsuit grabbed head
lines and roiled DP fans.  
Dublin bounces back with 
a renamed bottling plant 
(yes, there are tours!), plus 

a museum on native golfer 

Ben Hogan. Plus: Austin's 
new Topfer Theatre and 

mummies in San Antonio.  

16 TH Taste 
Sweet on Pink Peanut Patties 
Like Big Red soda, chicken
fried steak, and Fritos pie, 
these sugary truck-stop

treats incite Texans to go nuts.  

Plus: a recipe online.  

2 I Weekender 
Tyler's Tour de Force 
Long known for its roses, the 

East Texas city of Tyler expands 
its appeal with craft cocktails, 
ziplining tours, and tigers once 
owned by Michael Jackson.  

! Speaking of Texas 
Elvis in Texas 
In 1954, Elvis Presley embarked 

on an ambitious Texas tour.  

"Pretty soon we start scream

ing and fainting," said one fan.  

"It's all a very natural reaction." 

n z TH Traveler 
A roundup of December events 
Corpus Christi's Harbor Lights,

snow in Galveston, Mar

shall's twinkling courthouse, 
plus 190 more fun things to 

see and do this month.  

1 TH Daytripper 
The King of Killeen 
Chet Garner channels Elvis 

Presley in Killeen, where he 
pays respects to soldiers at 

Fort Hood, explores the city's 
global cuisine, and takes aim 

in a paintball arena.  

Window on Texas 
Lighting the Doughboys 
Taking photos at live concerts 
can be tricky. But the Light 
Crust Doughboys shine in 
this shot by Photo Editor Griff 
Smith, thanks to a balance of 
ambient light and flash.

About Our Covers 
FRONT: The Queen Anne-style Burnett 
home was part of last year's Houston 
Heights Holiday Home Tour. The home's 
first owner, George Henry Burnett, moved 
to the Heights after Galveston's Great 
Storm of 1900. Photo byi Griffis Smith 

BACK: During winter's "low season," 
wildlife-viewing and reduced lodging rates 
attract beach-lovers to Port Aransas. Dol
phin tours and fishing trips set sail from 
the harbor. Photo by Will Van Overbeek 

Photographic 
Prints Available 
Some images in this issue, including the 
front and back covers, are available as 
prints in two distinctive formats. For more 
information, call toll-free 866/962-1191, 
or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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Galveston is the "Winter 
Wonder Island' of Texas, offering 
visitors more than 1,000 magical 
holiday events to enjoy during 
the holiday season. This tropical 
island is home to breath-taking 
beaches and one of the largest 
collections of well-preserved 
Victorian architecture in the 
country, bringing together the 
enchantment cf traditional holiday 
merriment and the benefits of 
island weather. Galveston is home 
to nationally recognized holiday 
events, including the Victorian 
festival Dickens on the Strand 
and Festival of sights at Moody 
Gardens.  

This year, spending the 
holidays in Galveston has even
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more benefits with the launch 
of the island's new Passport 
to Holiday Magic celebration, 
where visitors can access a 
downloadable "passport" to keep 
track of the island's many events.  
When visiting Galveston Nov. 10 
through Jan. 1, visitors can get 
their passport stamped at five or 
more participating holiday events 
and attractions to be eligible for 
numerous giveaways, including 
a Cruise for 4 on the Disney 
Magic. Up to three stamps can 
also be earned for overnight stays 
at Galveston accommodations 
venues. For details on Passport 
to Holiday Magic, visit www.  
galveston.com/holidaymagic.

"Er

Mention code PAPER Por exclusive rates!

TITrrr r yau



rE

iae Light 

in th e Park

101Y1 GALvs/ & SI'x This holiday season Galveston 

is the "Winter Wonder Island of Texas" offering more 

than 1,000 holiday events Nov. 10 through Dec. 31 

including Galveston's Official Holiday Tree Lighting 

on Nov. 23. In addition to this celebration, the historic 

Hotel Galvez is offering a Holiday Magic Package. This 

package includes deluxe accommodations, a $50.00 

food and beverage credit, and the first passport stamp 

toward the Disney Cruise sweepstakes. See special offers 

at WyndhamHotelGalvez.com to book a package.  
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Visit downtown Galveston to enjoy Lasers, 
Lights and Magic in the Park, a part of 
Galveston's Passport to Holiday Magic! 
Enjoy the enchantment as Saengerfest Park 
(2302 Strand) becomes a winter wonderland 
complete with music, visits with Santa at his 
workshop and a holiday themed synchronized 
laser and light show.

Presented by 'Spa re 

Mitchell jMtisoceli storicPropertiesR co 

409.762.0062 MitchellHistoricProperties.com
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Warm Weather wI 

Only steps fro 

on Galveston Island! 

Looking to Save More $s! 2 
This additional discount requ 

Valid September 4, 2012 - Janua 
Excluding Nov. 1-3 and 8-10, plus resort f 

Winter 
Invite Your family from the Midwest and 
Canada to Head South for Warmer Weath 
Maybe have the grandkids for the week
end! The Victorian will give them plenty o 
room to stretch, heated pools, and more 
with special monthly rates offered from 
November 2012 thru March 2013. From 
$850/mo. Call today for rates and 
details. Monthly Rates, no taxes.  

TE 

RESORT 5 co 
6300 Seawall, Galveston, Texas " ww 

*Based on availability,

ith Peach Special, 
m the Beach! 

999 Special 
Sunday-Thursday 
Advance reservations required.  
Must bring ad with you at check-in.  

)0% Off Your First Night Stay. 
ires a minimum 2 night stay. a 
ry 31, 2013. Based oi availability. ra 

ee & taxes, Advance eservations required.  

See Moody Gardens' Festival of Lights, splash it up at Schlitterbahn Texas! and experience Holiday Magic throughout the Island...  
and save 15% off our normal room rate.* 

er Make reservations by phone at (4091740-1155 and show your Holiday Magic 
f Passport in order to qualify (get your passport at galveston.com/holidaymagic).  

ORIAN s bl 

n orelKcccMTER J 2525 Jones Drive - Galveston Island 
w.victoriancondo.com " 877.701.2389 409-740-1155 - www.innatthewaterpark.com 

lus resort fee & tans so 1' l W 0 h1 0 0 l .S m

Family Days e Tours 
Overnight Programs 

Scout Programs 

Located at Pier 19 
" Harborside Drive at 20th Street 
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Mix an Old World German 
Christmas with our warm 

Texas hospitality, and what 
you get is Christmastime 
in Fredericksburg. A month- 

long celebration of the holiday 
season. Come see our beautiful _4 
Marktplatz with its hand-carved 

26-foot tall Christmas pyramid. Live 
entertainment. Christmas home tours.  
Events like the Tannenbaum Ball. A ' 
bustling St. Nikolausmarkt offering unique 

creations. And over 150 gaily decorated 
shops filled with one-of-a-kind treasures. The 

whole town decked out in its holiday finest.  
There's even an outdoor ice skating rink. Join us.  

For a Frohe Weihnachten you'll never forget.*

ViilrrederlCksburgTX.com 866 997 3600 

Fredericksburg 
THE TEXAS HILL COUNTaRY 

German Heritage.Texan Hospitality.

TexasHighways 

Governor of Texas 
Rick Perry 

Texas Transportation Commission 

Ted Houghton, Jr. Chair 
Jeff Moseley Commissioner 

Fred Underwood Commissioner 
William Meadows Commissioner 

Jeff Austin IlIl Commissioner 
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Published monthly by the 
Travel Information Division 
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Publisher Charles J. Lohrmann 
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... but what you will remember most is the warm West Texas hospitality.  

BIG BEND is Texas' vast backyard playground. Hike, canoe, raft, ride horses, mountain bike 

explore back country roads or just relax and soak up spectacular National Park landscapes.  

www. visitbigbend. com

Make ALPINE the center of your attention. Na 
nightlfe and shopping, and a grand array of h 
make this the perfect staging grounds for your 

www. visitalpinetix. com

MIDLAND 

Guadalupe Mtn
National Park 285 ODESSA 

10 20 385 

18 67 

Or FORT STOCKTON 
118 174 

FORTDAVIS 6 
90 285 

ALPINE 385 

MARFA 

67 MARATHO f 

tural beauty, unique Pr id 
hotels and guest lodging . BR Bend Ranch 

West Texas adventure. State Park 
70 LAJITAS TERLINGUA 

BIG BEN 
NATIONA 

_ ARK

FORT DAVIS, National Historic Site, Davis Mountains 
State Park, McDonald Observatory, the Nature Center and 

a vast array of activities for all to enjoy. Over 250 rooms, { 

quaint restaurants and unique shopping, equals fun for all! 

www.fortdavis.com 

ODESSA is the gateway to Big Bend and all the scenic wonders 

T I 1 of West Taxas. Enjoy a Shakespearean play study the history of 

rte, s ranching and experience warm West Texas hospitality.  
www.odessacvb.com 

MARFA defies easy explanation, yet any google search 
yields thousands of opinions. Marfa is tough to get to
tougher still to explain. But once you arrive, you get it.  

www. visitmarfa. com

Top Photo w Jim Bones

MID LAND is Your Window to the West-a great starting 
point for your trip to West Texas! The Midland International 

Airport is the closest airport to Big Bend National Park.  

www. visitmidlandtexas. com 

Enjoy the restored FORT STOCKTON, Museum, 
Historic Sites, Ste. Genevieve WinEs, 18-hole 

Municipal Golf Course, 17 Motels, R Sites, 32 
Restaurants, Unique Shopping and so mLch more!! 

www. tourtexas. com/fortstockton
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VISIT ARLINGTO 

WONDERLAND
r /

N, TEXAS TO 
OF HOLIDAY

CHRISTKINDL MARKET 
NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 15, 2012 

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK 
NOVEMBER 23 - JANUARY 1, 2013

THE LIGHTS AT INTERLOCHE 
DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 25, 2012 

ARLINGTON MUSIC HALL HOLIDAY 
DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 16, 2012

EXPERIENCE 
EXCITEMENT.

A

0 
0 

"4 

N 

SHOWS

THEATRE ARLINGTON PRESENTS ANNIE 
NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 16, 2012 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS PARADE 
DECEMBER 1, 2012

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT SPIRITOFARLINGTON.COM
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Holiday 

STARTS WITH 

Texas 
Hi ghways 
Join uS! Get 12 issues chock-full 

of Texas' best getaways, events, attrac

tions, and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year subscrip
tion to Texas Highways Magazine is just 
$19.95 ... that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 

members, and business associates 
all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 
Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 
(yours or a gift) is $19.95. Additional 
U.S. orders are just $17.95 each when 

ordered at the same time.  

To order by phone, call 

1-800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central 
Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 
Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa - MasterCard 
American Express 

Or visit: 

www.texashighways.com

SI
GET TEXAS HIGHWAYS FOR YOURSELF! 

9YES! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months! 
P1es prin 
MY NAME_ 

Address

City State Zip

E-mail address 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

Just $19.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form 
in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

6212SU

GIVE TEXAS HIGHWAYS TO A FRIEND!
r Y ES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME 

Address 

City State Zip 

E-mail address 

Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO: 

RECIPIENT'S NAME 

Address 

City State Zip 

To include more gifts, enclose a list.

U

Just $19.95 for 
the first U.S.  
subscription, and 
$17.95 for each 

additional U.S. order! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.) 

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form 
in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a gift card to your 
recipients in November or December 
to announce your gift.  

All new gift subscriptions will start 
with the January issue.  

72N6MS
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Talk
EDITOR'S NOTE: Congratulations to 

Scott Moore of Cleburne, winner of Sep
tember's "Where in Texas Are You?" 

contest. Mr. Moore's name was drawn 

from close to 2,000 entries that correctly 

identified the location of the photo as the 
National Museum of the Pacific War in 
Fredericksburg. Big thanks to Southwest 

Airlines for providing airfare again this 
year, and to the San Antonio Convention 

and Visitors Bureau and partici

pating attractions for creating 

the fabulous Culinary Tour of 
San Antonio! 

El Paso's Lure 
"My Lunch with Tom Lea" by the 

legendary singer-songwriter Tom Rus

sell [October] was a beautiful tribute 

to one of El Paso's finest artists and, 
little did I know, a fellow former El Paso 

newspaperman. Few have captured the 

essence of the Southwest on canvas and 

the magic of la frontera on vinyl as have 

Lea and Russell. Of all the places these 

two well-traveled, talented artists could 

have lived, they chose El Paso del Norte.  

Listen to Russell's Borderland if you 

want to hear the soul of the bicultural 

crossroads masterfully interpreted. Tom 

Lea and Tom Russell-to borrow a line 

from Texas troubadour Guy Clark: 

"Now there's a pair to draw to." 
ROB McCORKLE 

Kerrville 

The story on Tom Lea brought 

memories and a bit of envy. Tom Rus

sell got to meet Tom Lea. When I 

Q CONTACT TH 

We want to hear from you! Send feedback and rec
ommendations to: Texas Highways, Box 141009. Austin 
78714-1009. Email: letters050texashighways.com. We re
serve the right to edit items. Because we're unable to check 
out every recommendation, and because hours vary and de
tails can change, please call ahead for more information.  

PLEASE PASS THIS MAGAZINE ALONG 

PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER

moved to El Paso years ago, I was only 

vaguely aware of Tom Lea, but it wasn't 

long before I was very conscious of his 

status in that community. I think my first 

inkling came when seeing an exhibi

tion of sketches and studies for his his

tory of the King Ranch. When I saw the 

books at the White House department 

store, I really wanted them, but on my 

artist's salary, they were out of reach.  

I would have jumped at the chance to 

meet Lea, but although we both attend

ed the same church, I never had the 

nerve to approach him. Thanks for the 

fine story and photos.  

PAUL HUDGINS 

Lake Dallas

Home on the Ranch 
Many thanks for your feature on Black 

Beauty Ranch [Postcards, October]. In 

1981, my husband and I adopted one of 

the rescued burros. She was with foal, 
so we were fortunate to have Jenny 

and the baby, whom we named Can

nonball. Jenny died in 2001, so I decided 

to adopt two more burros. We have a 

126-acre ranch in East Texas that these 

little burros (including Cannonball) call 

home. This country is blessed to have 

Black Beauty Ranch. They have saved so 

many abused and neglected animals

mine included.  

JOAN FIELDS 

New London

n- TH READER 
RECOMMENDATION

ANYONE traveling Texas 71 between Columbus and Austin should 
stop at Zimmerhanzel's BBQ in Smithville. A great family operation: 
The brisket, ribs, and chicken are as good as there is; and the beef 
hotlinks are the best you will ever taste. Try 'em. Love Texas Highways.  

STEVE GOERTZ, Spring 

Zimmerhanzel's BBQ is at 307 Royston, 512/237-4244; 
www.zimmerhanzelsbarbeque.com.  

DECEMBER 2012 1 texashighways.com 9
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INSIDE: WHAT'S FOR DESSERT? PINK PEANUT PATTIES!...16 GET OUTSIDE: WEEKEND IN TYLER...20

Dublin Rebounds
Dublin focuses on new sodas, rodeo heritage, andgolfer Ben Hogan Text by BARBARA RODRIGUEZ

DON'T REMEMBER WHEN THE 
summertime trip to Dublin, Texas, 
became my son's birthday tradition.  

But soon after Elliott outgrew themed 

birthday parties, I suggested a celebra

tory road trip to Dublin. I had discovered 

long ago that the Dr Pepper Bottling Plant 

made a great rest stop between the Uni

versity of Texas at Austin and my family 

10 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2012

home in Fort Worth. And the bottling 

plant won my son's heart, too, with its 

clinking glass bottles, hissing valves, and 

serpentine conveyor belts-not to men

tion the ice cream floats served next door.  

So early one recent Saturday, I rouse 

Elliott and his friend Patrick for the two

hour drive to Dublin. En route, we visit, 
watch the day develop, and laugh at min-

iature donkeys and gamboling goats.  

Chattering boys awake before noon and 

no electronics; it is a mother's dream.  

And then there's 

the cheese. Sev- While Dublin-bottled 
en miles outside Dr Pepper no longer ex
Dublin, I am side- ists, the town's landmark 
tracked by signs billboard still overlooks 
for Veldhuizen's the town's central park.



Texas Farmstead Cheese. From US 377, 
we wind our way through bucolic dairy 

land until-just past a bevy of lounging 

Jersey cows and a small farmhouse-we 

pull up at the shop. Inside, Connie Veld

huizen-who makes more than 15 kinds 

of artisan, raw-milk cheese with her hus

band, Stuart, and their seven children

lines up samples. Gobbling up a bellyful 
of cheese, the boys agree (in what might 

be a macho stand-off) that the slow burn 

of the jalapeno-spiked cheddar makes 

it their favorite.  

I work my way through the selec

tions more deliberately, from cheddar to 

Gouda and on to Parmesan, ultimately 

investing in a piece of lovely Bosque Blue 

and a wedge of two-year-old Penthouse 

Cheddar with a pungent sharpness and 

a pleasant squeak.  

Cheese aside, the boys have spotted 

something that makes them squeal: sev

eral six-packs of Dublin Dr Pepper, which 

we had not expected to find. Dr Pepper

still exists, but since corporate owner 

Snapple repealed the town's license to 

produce its own label, Dublin Dr Pepper 

is no more. Elliott, for whom the iconic 

bottles had become a birthday souvenir, 

Just blocks away from 

the bottling plant, 

past several antiques 

stores, we find three 

more museums.  

is elated. "It's all that's left," Connie says.  

"I'llsellit tillit'sgone." My $20 investment 

in history sparks this exchange: 

Elliott: "They will be stashed and

savored." Patrick: "They will be gone 

by Monday." 
Returningto the highway, we head into 

Dublin to make our first downtown stop: 

Old Doc's Soda Shop, home of the Dublin 

Dr Pepper Museum and adjacent to the 

recently renamed Dublin Bottling Works.  

A brief history: Dr Pepper was con

cocted in 1885 by a pharmacist in Waco, 
and the DublinBottlingplant opened here 

in 1891 and was renamed the Dr Pepper 

Bottling Co. in the '30s. Dublin was not 

the only place to produce Dr Pepper, but 

its distinctive version, created in the '70s 

with pure cane sugar, was marketed under 

its own logo. Until last year, a licensing 

agreement had allowed Dublin Dr Pepper 

to retain its own logo, although the prod

uct's distribution territory was restrict

ed. Sometimes the demand for Dublin 

Dr Pepper was met outside the distribu

tion boundary-something the parent 

company discouraged. In the end, law

suits were filed, petitions were launched,

21 D ay o ®Lris mas in Orange, exas 

Visit Orange, Texas on Saturday, December 15, 2012, for family-friendly events.  
" Dreaming ofa Green Christmas at Shangri La Botanical Gardens and Nature Center, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
" Holiday Open House at The W.H. Stark House, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

" Holiday Exhibit Celebration at Stark Museum of Art, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  

" Lighted Evening Christmas Strolls at Shangri La Botanical Gardens and Nature Center, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
" A Christmas with Shoji Tabuchi at Lutcher Theater, 4:00 and 7:30 p.m.

DECEMBER 2012 1 texashighways.com 11
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CONROE, TX 
Real People. Real Events. Real Fun.  

Bull riding at its best in January Christmas Ce/ebration on a snow hi/ Winter in 
- I Eas Texas s a 

grea hme rd bedng 

Holiday Cheer and Great Birdin~
all year in Conroe.  

ON-ROE Winter birding in and around Conroe is great 
r" N # this time of the year. The Winter Wren, 

Golden-crowned Kinglet and more are back 
S for the mild winter season.  

Dec. 8 
The Conroe Christmas Celebration 
A timeless tradition of family fun.  

January 12 
Donnie Gay's Buckin' for the Cure J" 
Bull riding at its best and Texas 

T Country Music with Cody Johnson.  

r,,d vssmore A 

Imm Order yu REVstr u

The Conroe 
ChristmasCelebration L! L!J 
is aday offree family 
fusfsor all y 

C ONROE 
1-877-426-6763
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and tears were shed, but when the smoke 

settled, Dublin Dr Pepper became history.  

The product may no longer exist (but for 

stashes of leftover stock), but the plant is 

stillin business, bottlingSun Crest Orange 

and XXX Root Beer in vintage glass bot

tles. And Doc's still serves sandwiches and 

floats at the soda fountain, but in place of 

Dr Pepper, offerings include a stellar root 

beer, a cherry cola called Cheerwine, and 

new flavors such as Dublin Vanilla Cream 

Soda and Dublin Vintage Soda.  

With the promise of a bottomless tast

ing fountain next door, we join the next 

tour of the bottling works. While tak

ing breaks to sample the sodas, we're 
intrigued by the history of the plant and 

the workings of machinery, which have a 

Dr. Seuss-meets-Rube Goldberg appeal.  

Elliott declares a carefully curated col

lection of Dublin Dr Pepper memorabilia 

in the company's former office to be an 

Antiques Roadshow treasure hoard.  

Next, we cross the street to the W.P.  

Kloster Museum & Annex, which fur

ther documents the story of Dublin 

Dr Pepper and the 

town. The boys T new BenHoganMu
settle in to watch a seumd ocumentsthelife 
video while I wan- and accomplishments 

der through rooms of golfer and Dublin na
[continued on page 14 0 tive Ben Hogan.
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Postcards

All the World's a Stage 
Austin's New Topfer Theatre 

IN AUSTIN, WHERE THE SKYLINE SEEMS TO CHANGE DAILY, 
a striking cobalt-blue building has transformed the south side 

of Lady Bird Lake near the Lamar Boulevard bridge. Home to the 
$22-million, 420-seat Topfer Theatre, the new building brings 
improved amenities and state-of-the-art sound and lightingto the 
ZACH Theatre campus, which dates to 1933. Through November 
18, thetheater presents the Tony Award-winning musical Ragtime, 
followed by the stage adaptation of White Christmas (Dec. 5-30).  

Guests enter the Topferthrough large panels of cast glass meant 

to symbolize a stage curtain. The entrance faces the setting sun, 
shining like a spotlight on arriving patrons. Before the show, visitors 

can relax in the outdoor plaza or enjoy a drink in an indoor lounge 

with a sweeping view of the city. It's all designed to pay tribute to 
the audience, explains architect Arthur Andersson. "When you go 

to the theater, it's a big event," he says.  
The Topfer's Karen Kuykendall Stage-named for the late Austin 

actor Karen Kuykendall, whose ashes are buried in the theater's

foundation-expands ZACH's theater The Topfer Theatre 
spaces to three. Unobstructed views and expands Austin's ZACH 
proximity to the stage (the farthest seat Theatre campus to three 
is only 50 feet away) were crucial for the performance spaces.  
hall's intimate feel, says Dave Steakley, 
ZACH's producing artistic director.  

"People in Austin are finally going to enjoy the world-class the
ater experience they find in many other major cities," he says.  

See www.zachtheatre.org. -Kelly Shannon

Home of the Hamburger

A year-round destination 

for the entire family 

Texas Freshwater Fish 

Henderson County Histe 

and stroll through the East 

There's something happen 

weekend in Ath

with attractions 

.Visit the 

series Center, 

rical Museum 

Texas Arboretum.  

ing nearly every 

hens.  

Visit our new 
mobile site and 

start planning your 
vacation today! 

For information about hotels and upcoming events, 

www.AthensTX.org - 1-888-294-2847
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Postcards

O continued frorn page 12] filled with vin

tage photographs and displays about com

pany founder Sam Houston Prim, as well 

as the subsequent owners, W. P. Kloster 

and his heirs. For me, the enameled, 
mint-green soda coolers alone are worth 

the visit, as are the vintage soda-jerk hats 

offered for sale in the gift shop.  

There's a lot of hum to Dublin. Just 

blocks away from the bottling plant, 
past several small antiques stores, we 

find three more museums. At the Dublin 

On a tour of the bottling 
plant, we're intrigued 

with the machinery, which 
has a Dr. Seuss-meets

Rube Goldberg appeal.  

Historical Museum, we explore a collec

tion of local items ranging from leather 

doctor's bags to a spinning wheel from 

the 1860s. A display dedicated to WWII 

uniforms attracts the boys, as does a dis

play of Big Little Books featuring Tarzan, 
Dick Tracy, and 1930s superheroes, but a 

breaker box from one of Hitler's homes 

leaves them spluttering.  

Then they spy Dublin's first TV set.

4W

"It looks like a fat 

suitcase," Patrick 

says. I note that the 

channel dial meant 

gettingup to change 

stations. "How did 

you live like that?" 

Elliott asks.  

Next door, at 

the Dublin Rodeo 

Heritage Museum, 

we learn that in 

the 1940s and '50s, 
Dublin was a hot

spot for world-class 

cowboyin' at a ro
deo arena that out

sized any other in 

the Southwest. That 

historyisrevelatory, 

but I can't get over 

the abundance of 

zebra stripes and 

satin in the public

ity photos of cow

girl Barbara Inez 

Barnes. Making her name as Tad Lucas 

in the Wild West shows of the 1920s, at 

23 she became the first woman to ride a 

Brahma bull in Madison Square Garden, 
and in 1967,was inducted into the National 

Rodeo Hall of Fame.  
We make our final stop at the new Ben 

Hogan Museum, dedicated to the life and 

career of pro golfer (and Dublin native) 

Ben Hogan. Elliott, who likes golf but 

loves tools and any

thing forged by fire, 
is delighted to learn 

Hogan began his 

career with a differ

ent sort of iron-at 

the Hogan Black

smith Shop. Elliott 

sums up my feelings 

' when he says, "Who 

knew this town had 

all this famousness 

going for it?" 
On the drive home, 

I think that the day

-4j 1! y 

TOP AND BELOW LEFT: The Dublin Historical Muse
um features items related to Dublin history, as 
well as pieces-such as a breaker box that belonged 

to Hitler-that were donated by area residents.  

has felt like a trip back in time, to a place 

where Soda Pip jelly beans and Moon 

Pies are stocked at the gas station and 

boys happily accompany their moms to 

museums with no entrance fees. I look 

into the back se at to solicit other opinions, 
but both boys are sound asleep. That has 

long been a birthday tradition, too. i 

Dublin 
For details about Dublin, :ontzct the 
Dublin Chamber c Commerce at 254/ 
445-3422; www.dublintxchamber.com.  

For details about sites in :he story, see 
www.veldhuizencheese.com, www.dublin 
bottlingworks.com, and www.benhogan 
museum.org.
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Mummy's 
the Word 
The largest exhibition of mummies 

and artifacts ever assembled comes 

to San Antonio's Witte Museum 

UNWRAP NEW KNOWLEDGE AT THE 
Mummies of the World exhibition at the 
Witte Museum in San Antonio, which 
makes its exclusive Texas debut during a 

three-year tour of 
the United States.  
The exhibit
a collaboration 

among 21 world
renowned collec

tions, organiza
tions, and muse

ums from seven 

countries-uses 

modern science, 
as well as inter

A mummified howler active and multi
monkeyfromGranChaco, media exhibits, 
Argentina to shatter old per

ceptions and shed new light on the pro
cess of mummification.  

Along with examples of Egyptian mum
mification, the exhibition features mummies 
from South America, Europe, Asia, and Oce
ania. Visitors can learn about different types 

of mummies, some preserved naturally by 
the environment and others treated inten

tionally for burial and religious purposes.  

Exhibition highlights include the mum
my of German nobleman Baron von Holz, 
who was found naturally preserved in the 
family crypt of a 14th-Century castle; the 
Detmold Child, a 6,420-year-old Peruvian 
child mummy; a mummified Hungarian 
family, believed to have died from tuber
culosis;and anancientwoman naturallypre
served by the arid desert conditions of Peru.  

Mummies of the World will be on display 
until January 27, 2013. Call 210/357-1900; 
www.wittemuseum.org. -Elizabeth Franey
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Taste

Sweet on 
Pink Peanut 

Decades before salty-sweet 
desserts became trendy, Texans 
went nuts for these iconic treats

Text by MARY 0. PARKER 

For a special taste 
sensation, pop into 

Goodart's retail shop 
to get fresh peanut 

patties right off the 
assembly line.

ESCRIBE IT WITH ANY OTHER SHADE
magenta, salmon, rose-and a pink peanut patty 

still tastes as sweet.  

But don't let the demure color fool you. Texans enamored 

with these pretty-in-pink goodies don't always behave.  

"We squabble over them," jokes Tina Saxon, a supervisor at Brookshire's World 

of Wildlife Museum in Tyler. "We sell the broken pieces from Tyler Candy's jumbo 

patties in our gift shop, and when we get down to just a bag or two, we all pitch in 

to buy them. And then we go on a diet." 

While no one's really sure who came up with the very first rosy round, most peo

ple agree that two Texas candy makers have consistently ruled the grocery aisle.  

Goodart's Candy in Lubbock and the Tyler Candy Company share the throne-al

beit a sticky one-for having made peanut patties longer than any others in the state.  

Charlie Fogg of Paige, who's bewitched by both Tyler's and Goodart's nutty 

noshes, says, "I've been chomping on them since they cost a nickel each. When I 

was a kid, that was the cheapest candy you could buy." 

Since 1941, when Anthony George founded the Tyler Candy Company, the con

fectionary has created its signature candies by cooking red-skinned peanuts in 

sugary syrup. Today, to meet demand throughout the United States, six employees

16 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2012
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create 22,000 of the 2 '/2-inch patties

their best-selling item-every day, along TO a 
with a varying number of six-inch jum- Toan ASUPPLY C 

bos. And they still use the same machine 

George invented and patented more than 
half a century ago to do it.  

The factory doesn't offer tours, but -

you can visit the Smith County Histori

cal Society to learn more about George 

and his family, who were part of a group

of Lebanese immigrants who arrived in 

Texas during the 1890s. Then head to Bryan-College Station is a favorite vacation 
Brookshire's World of Wildlife Museum f everyone! Join us for the holidays! 
& Country Store for your very own bag of 

broken bits. Be sure to check out the mu- Through 30th, visit Santa's Wonderland 
seum's 450 dioramas representing wild- where y k g y 
life scenes from Africa to the Arctic, a col- through thousands f sparkling 
lection created by Wood T. and Louise 

Brookshire, founders of Brookshire's gro

cery chain. Travel the world, then enjoy 800,7778292 
I E 

your treats outside on the playground, 
surrounded by a restored railroad ca- j , 

boose, a 1952 LaFrance fire truck, and a IE A 
1926 McCormick-Deering farm tractor.  

Goodart's Candy in Lubbock, estab

lished in 1939, has its own share of admir

ers. "We do a huge amount of mail-order 

business with Texans who've left the state 

and can't find the patties in stores. Peanut 

patties represent 'home' to them," says 

Ron Harbuck, Vice President and partner 

of the 73-year-old Lubbock-based business.  

For a special taste sensation, pop into 

the Panhandle candy maker's retail shop 

to get fresh peanut patties right off the as

sembly line (ask for a warm piece). While 

there, don't miss the chance to try Good

art's fiery green-chile peanut brittle. Har

buck says, "My joke to customers is that 

brittle samples are free, but Iwant $1.75 for 

a cup of water, and you might want two!" , 

But pink peanut patties consistently DD A LATLE ZEST TO YOUR TEXAS VACATION 
garner the most requests; the company in Beaumont. Experience pure Texas hospitality 
sells more than 250,000 three-inch rounds mixed with a twang of Cajun swing. Enjoy the 
per month. Try one bite of this slightly great outdoors, historic home tours, delicious 
buttery, sweet-and-salty goodie and you'll cuisine, and great shopping. Start planning now, 
understand why. During the holidays, 
the company's 10-inch, Texas-shaped the discoveries in Beaumont are endless.  

patties tickle folks especially pink, even Scan OR Code 1-800-392-4401 
though they're available year-round. to visit our new RMIIIflLIn1IR rf nu b a
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Warm Smiles, Good Times, 
a Season of Joy 

and Happy New Year...  

Come Join Us! 

Dec. I: Downtown Christmas Stroll & 
Scavenger Hunt 

Dec. 1-6: Unity Theatre presents 
"A Tuna Christmas" 

Dec. 8: Festival Hill presents 
Texas Master Chorale 

Dec. 15: Festival Hill presents 
"The Nutcracker" ballet 

Dec. 31: New Year's Eve Gala 

Jan. 19: Downtown Brenham Wine Swirl 

Washington County 
VisitBrenhamTexas.com 1-800-509-1752 

On Highway 290 between Houston & Austin.

Taste 

So who decided The Tyler Candy 

to make peanut pat- Company's retail shop 
ties pink in the first opens Monday through 
place? After all, why Thursday, 9-4.  

not yellow or or

ange? Ron Sumicek, Tyler Candy's Na

tional Sales Manager, explains, "Spanish and 

Valencia peanuts both have red skins. When 

the peanuts are cooked in the syrup, the 

candy naturally takes on a pinkish hue. But 

we add red dye so the color is consistent." 

A rise in commercial peanut produc

tion in East Texas occurred around the 

turn of the 20th Century, which helped 

push the patties to popularity. Today, ac

cording to Shelly Nutt, Executive Direc

tor of the Texas Peanut Producers Board, 
peanuts are grown throughout the state, 
with Gaines County the largest producer.  

Years ago, to pay homage to its nutty 

heritage, the Frio County town of Pearsall 

erected a five-foot-wide, wire-and-con

crete peanut along with a sign proclaim

ing: "55,000,000 lbs. marketed annually." 

(It's now outside Pearsall's H-E-B store.) 

You can spot another peanut homage at 

the Wilson County Courthouse square in 

Floresville, where a shapely metal peanut 

sculpture has greeted visitors since 1970.  

Since the 1980s, according to Robbie 

Blount of the Western Peanut Growers As

sociation, 70 percent of the state's peanuts 

have come from West Texas. Until last 

year's drought, Texas held the Number 

Two spot (behind Georgia) for 25 years in 

terms of production based on total tonnage.  

"Our largestcrop in state historywas 2008," 

says Blount, "when we produced 860 

million pounds of peanuts statewide, all 

of which came from family-owned farms."
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Texas is the only state to grow all four 

peanut varieties: the runner, Spanish, Va

lencia, and Virginia. With four types to 

choose from, does it matter what's put 

into a peanut patty? "Absolutely!" ex

claims Harbuck. "We use Spanish peanuts 

because they make for a tastier candy." 

Sumicek says that while the hearty 

snacks didn't appear commercially in 

Texas until just after the turn of the 20th 

Century, they played an important role 

in the south during the Civil War. "Pea

nut patties were popular with Southern 

troops since they last a long time and 

travel well," he notes.  

"With peanuts, you definitely get plen

ty of bang for your nutritional buck," 

adds Blount. A one-ounce serving of pea

nuts packs in 30 essential nutrients and 

roughly eight grams of protein, and each 

small peanut patty typically includes at 

least an ounce of peanuts.  

Harbuck recalls tight times past when 

folks put Goodart's to good use: "When 

they didn't have much money, they'd 

have a peanut patty and an RC Cola 

for lunch. They could get a lot of horse

power out of that!" 

Peanut-patty fan Charlie Fogg shares 

a similar pairing-but with a twist: "Get 

you a soda and pour you a pack of peanuts 

into it. Enjoy that with your peanut patty.  

Now there's a treat." 

*LUBBOCK 

TYLER 

Going Nuts for 
Pink Peanut Patties 
Tyler Candy Company, Tyler. Call 903/ 
561-3046; www.tylercandy.com. Retail hours: 
Mon-Thu 9-4.  

Smith County Historical Society, Tyler.  
Call 903/592-5993; www.stnithcounty 
historicalsociety.org.  
Brookshire's World of Wildlife Museum 
& Country Store, Tyler. Call 903/534-2169; 
www.brookshires.com/museum.  

Goodart's Candy Company, Lubbock.  
Call 806/747-2600, Retail hours: Mon-Thu 
9-5, Fri 8-noon.

* 

$ ou Ifeel at home for the holidays with a heartwarming weekend fled wish wonderful activities, 
touring, dining and shopping in Waxahachie - one of the most charming, histor c cities in ~exasl Step m hack in time and walk the ancient streets of Bethlehem during Berhiehem Revisihed. Plus, tour unique 
homes spanning from the Victo-Ian era to the 21st Century, during the Candieltght Home bour. Visit 

wwahachiecvb~com for a complete list of holiday activities, 

omeHoe o Wxaacicforth Hliags ww~axhadicvbco
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Tyler'sTour 
de Force 

Everything's coming up roses 
(and tigers! and zipliningo) " 

Text by MELISSA GASKILL 

V 

Sthi 
Stepping off a small 19 

platform halfway up the has tig 
8 or a W u e Not 

trunk of a towering pine us an 

required a leap of faith. Dana, 
stately 

a lake 

dinne 

haban 

lemon

net~ ~ ~ D t l4.f 'p i 

ALWAYS EQUATED TYLER WITH ROSES.AFTER ALL, 
s East Texas town had a thriving rose industry in the mid

)Os and has held an annual Rose Festival since 1933. But it turns out Tyler also 

;ers, ziplines, great food, wine, and live music. Who knew? 

me, at least not until my husband, Corey, attended a conference nearby and gave 

excuse to visit friends for the weekend.  

Friday evening, we met those friends, JT and Suzanne Pundt, and their daughter 

at Lago del Pino. This restaurant reminds me of a 

mansion, its series of outdoor patios overlooking After a ziplining safety primer 
ringed by swaths of green grass and pines. Before and a practice session on a line 
r, we enjoyed the view and cocktails made with close to the ground, you can soar 

ero-infused tequila, bacon-infused vodka, fresh between the treetops at New 
grass, jalapenos, and other unusual ingredients. York, Texas ZipLine Adventures.
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The meal (I ordered a juicy pork chop 

accompanied by house-made chipotle 

applesauce) was excellent. Later, for des

sert, we moved on to a downtown restau

rant and club called Rick's on the Square, 
which is famous not only for its Choco

late Molten cake (well-worth a 15-minute 

wait) but also for its weekend live music.  

Saturday morning, we reconvened at 

Caffe Tazza for coffee and crispy waf

fles topped with strawberries, nuts, and 

whipped cream. Then we headed to Tiger 

Creek Wildlife Refuge, home to 40 bobcats, 
leopards, lions, and-of course-tigers, all 

rescued from zoos, circuses, theme parks, 
and private owners-including two tigers 

from the estate of the late Michael Jack

son. The guided tour included numer

ous, close-up views A tour of Tiger Creek 
of the magnificent Wildlife Refuge affords 
animals in natural- up-close views of tigers 
istic habitats and and other felines.  
lots of information 

about them. The refuge weaves cat ham

mocks from old fire hoses, earning my 

vote for the coolest recycling idea ever.  

On our way to Tiger Creek, we had 

stopped at Fresh by Brookshire's gro

cery store for sandwiches of piled-high 

turkey, avocado, tomato, and sprouts on 

toasted wheat bread. We ate this scrump

tious picnic at nearby Tyler State Park, 
then took a walk on the three-quarter

mile Whispering Pines Nature Trail.  

It explores the park's mature forest of 

sweetgum, oak, holly, and pines-along 

with several structures built by the Civil

ian Conservation Corps in the 1930s.  

With a dozen more miles of trails, the

Christmas on Texas Avenue, 
Christmas Past and Present, 
Nutcracker - Lee College 

- 1 t 

- - - -I .
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ON VIEW THROUGH 
FEBRUARY 17, 2013 

Featuring iconic works from the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 

and the ruins of Pompeii 

Dine to ou- Cafi des Artistes.  

Email infosaruseum.org fc. hotel 
featuring Aphrodite packages.  

San Antonio 
Museum of Art 

2CO West Jones Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 78215 

Aw.samuseumorg 
Apha -e -ind the Gods of Love vas 

organized b de Miseum of Fine Arts Boston 
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Weekender

park's offerings could fill an afternoon.  

But we couldn't miss Tyler's 14-acre 

Municipal Rose Garden Center. After all, 
it takes a while to stop and smell more 

than 32,000 rose bushes representing 

600 varieties, including test gardens for 

brand new ones. Roses generally peak in 

April and October, but the garden offers 

year-round beauty with a native-plant 

demonstration garden, a water garden, 
meditation area, daylily beds, and shade

loving camellias and azaleas beneath a 

grove of pines and hardwoods. An adja

cent museum tells the history of Tyler's 

rose industry, which began in the mid

1800s. In a museum area known as "the 

Attic," displays include a scale used in 

rose research, Mitch Miller's 1955 gold 

record for "The Yellow Rose of Texas," 

and photos of football star Earl Campbell 

and his mother, Ann, who worked in the 

rose fields to support her 11 children.  

After exploring the roses, we freshened 

up for our 4 p.m. tour of the production 

facility at Kiepersol Estates Winery, with a 

stop afterward at the tasting room. Before 

long, we were sipping wine on the veranda 

as the setting sun painted lush vineyards 

with a golden glow. Dinner at the Kieper

sol Estates Restaurant, just across a pond 

from the winery and vineyards, started 

with crispy calamari rings and savory crab 

cakes, followed by grilled steaks, glazed

salmon, and but- Kiepersol Estates wekomes 
tery green beans, guests with a restaurant, 

topped off with winery, and bed and break
Bananas Foster fast-plus expansive views.  
expertly pre

pared tableside. We toasted the day over 

glasses of a floral, slightly sweet white 

wine called Kiepersol Estates Vit and a 

velvety Cabernet Sauvignon. After that 

sumptuous meal, Kiepersol's five adja

cent guest rooms-especially one with a 

private hot tub-looked pretty tempting.  

But so did our home base, Cherokee 

Rose Cabin at Roseland Plantation, a 

bed and breakfast on 50 wooded acres 

12 miles west of town. We slept soundly 

on the high antique bed, and on Sunday 

morning, tucked into a hearty break

fast at Roseland's two-story Hambrick 

House, which dates to the mid-1850s 

and boasts a Texas Historical Com

mission marker. Owners Carolyn and 

Tim West purchased the house in 1999 

and embarked on an extensive renova

tion, furnishing the rooms with period 

antiques. I half expected Scarlett O'Hara 

to come through the door.  

Midday, we headed back to Lago del 

Pino to listen to our friend JT play trum

pet with his band, Jazz Connection, and 

enjoy a light Sunday brunch-a perfect 

way to relax and to fuel up for our next 

stop-the aptly named sport of ziplining.



New York, Texas ZipLine Adventures

about a half-hour southwest of Tyler in 

LaRue-takes advantage of tall pines and 

hills to create high-flying fun. JT and 

Dana joined us for their first zipline expe

rience. Tours start with "ground school," 

where we geared up with a harness, hel

met, and gloves, and tried out a line just a 

few feet above the ground.  

Then we climbed stairs to the first 

platform, where I put my weight in my 

harness, now clipped to a steel cable, and 

took a deep breath. Stepping off a small 

platform halfway up the trunk of a tow

ering pine required a leap of faith. But 

the exhilaration of near-flying quickly 

took over, and by the second zip we could 

hardly wait for the next take-off. The 

six lines hum as you slide along them, 
the pitch climbing higher the faster 
you go. Each line is longer and faster 

than the last, culminating in a 940-foot-

Roses at Tyler's Munici
pal Rose Garden Center 
peak in April and October.

long swoop 100 
feet above the 

ground. Real ad

renaline junkies 

can opt for the 

nine-line tour, 
which repeats the 

last three.  

Tours begin and 

end on a wide, 
covered porch, 

and there are sev-
eral seating areas for soaking up the nearly 

30-mile views from this high point. The 

outfitter sells drinks and snacks, and pic

nics are welcome.  

As we concluded our Tyler adventure 

and relished memories made with long

time friends, we agreed: Too bad the 

weekend isn't longer, or Tyler closer.  

Tyler 
For information on lodging, restaurants, 
and attractions, call the Tyler Convention 

and Visitors Bureau at 800/235-5712; 

www.visittyler.com.

december 7 
january 4 
february 1 
march 1

So much art! 
The First Friday of Every Month! 
6-9pm

0

Dallas
November 10-11 

Dallas Convention Center

SHOW 
Media Sponsor: 

TAE Hhways 
Featured Presenters I 

Samantha Richard Pauline *Off Regula 
Brown Wiese Fromrrer Enter Pi
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HOUSTON HEIGHTS 

SDELIGHTS! 
FOUR MILES NORTHWEST OF DOWNTOWN HOUSTON, AN 
HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD USHERS IN MODERN SURPRISES 

Text by JUNE NAYLOR Photographs by J. GRIFFIS SMITH 

AFTER COUNTLESS TRI PS to Houston to visit 
family, tour museums, and check out the city's ever-growing supply 

of excellent restaurants, I'd somehow missed visiting the Houston 

Heights neighborhood. Until I read an in-depth walking-tour story 

about the Heights in a national travel magazine, I hadn't realized the 

treasures awaiting in this richly historic district only four miles north

west of downtown Houston.  

Established in the 1890s as 

one of Houston's first suburbs, 
the Heights has undergone 
dramatic (and sometimes 

controversial) change in re

cent years, with widespread 

restoration of its Victorian 

mansions and Craftsman 

bungalows taking place 
alongside new residential 

construction and restaurants, 

shops, and galleries.  

ABOVE: An art car draws attention to the Houston Heights' Venus 
Hair. LEFT: One of the most pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods in 
Houston, the Heights offers shopping, galleries, restaurants, and 
artists' studios-many of them on an eclectic strip of 19th Street.  
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HOUSTON HEIGHTS 

DELIGHTS! 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HAS COMPLETELY CHANGED IN THE PAST THREE YEARS, AND 
NOW THERE'S A GOOD BLEND OF ARTS, INTERESTING FOOD, HISTORY, AND GRIT.

A ND SO 
it was appropriate that I 

began my exploration of 

the Heights with lunch at 

a two-year-old grocery, 
deli, and charcuterie called 

Revival Market, which 

represents the innova

tive spirit found in the 

neighborhood. r 

My banh mi sandwich

an interpretation of the 

classic Vietnamese French

bread sandwich invigor- 

ated with local cucumbers, ' 

carrots, and summer sausage-owes its comp exity to chef Ryan 

Pera and fellow co-owner (and trained butcher) Morgan Weber, 
who seek out locally sourced meats, breads, and produce for the 

market's menu and shelves. The two recently announced plans 

to open an Italian restaurant nearby, complete with a garden that 

will provide both locations with as much produce as they can 

coax from the ground.  

Sitting on Revival Market's narrow, plant-lined patio-gazing at 

the pedestrian, bicycle, and motor traffic zipping past on stately 

Heights Boulevard-I wondered what had brought this resur

gent vibrancy to the Heights.  

"The landscape of the neighborhood has completely changed in 

the past three years, and now there's a good blend of arts, interest

ing food, history, and grit," Pera offered. "It's a testament to an ur

banism that's given the Heights its own personality. The neighbor

hood has a commitment to preservation and a small-town feel." That cozy-community feel couldn't be more palpable 
than during the holiday season. Much of the credit 

for the seasonal sentiment in the Heights goes to 

Carols by Candlelight, the annual holiday homes 

tour that invites residents and visitors to wander through private 

homes and admire architecture, interior design, and holiday 

decor in various interpretations.  

The variety of homes provides its own intrigue for design 

fans. On one end of the spectrum is the Wise-McCollum Home, 
a Craftsman bungalow on West 24th Street, which dates to 

around 1915 and is listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places. Representing the Heights' modern transformation is the 

Ross-Reuter home on West 15th Street, a tree-framed residence 

with stained concrete floors and exposed ductwork. Nearby, on

East 81/2 Street, a new cottage called the Reed House features 

reclaimed wood from a demolition site nearby and a door sal

vaged post-Katrina from New Orleans' Mercy Hospital.  

This year's holiday homes tour brings the extra attraction 

of local gourmet food trucks, which will be parked at the tour's 

headquarters, the 1914 Houston Heights City Hall & Fire Station.  

Shuttle buses cart tour visitors from one home to the next, and 

carolers sing at each site and at tour headquarters. Even if you're 

not a homes-tour type, the event provides a festive opportunity 

to explore the Heights, as shops, boutiques, coffeehouses, art gal

leries, and studios extend their hours to welcome extra visitors.  

But there's no reason to wait for a special occasion to explore the 

Heights. From my home base at Sara's Bed and Breakfast Inn-a 

handsome, renovated Victorian home that provides posh accom-

LEFT: Statuary adds whimsy to 

the herb garden at Bistro Zelko.  

BELOW: Revival Market tempts 

diners with house-made pickles 

and other condiments.

modations in three suites and eight 

rooms-I found myself within walking 

distance of many enticements here.  

Each morning brings a hearty 

breakfast for guests, complete with 

juices, coffee and tea, fruit and
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HOUSTON HEIGHTS

e 

P 
,9 
{

THIS YEAR'S HOLIDAY HOMES TOUR BRINGS THE EXTRA ATTRACTION OF LOCAL 
GOURMET FOOD TRUCKS, WHICH WILL BE PARKED ATTHE 1914 HEIGHTS FIRE STATION.

yogurt, hot and cold cereals, pastries, waffles, 
and eggs cooked to order. A basket of area 

restaurant menus gives guests ideas about 

where to eat when roaming the district, too.  

To really get acquainted with the Heights, 
I found that a full two days are ideal. It can 

be devoured in bite-size pieces, of course, 

with plentiful stops for sustenance between 

antiques shops, boutiques, galleries, and 

strolling the side streets.  

W es- 19th Street, the primary 

shopping drag, pulls in 
plenty of traffic with shops 

specializing in antiques, 
home furnishings, and art. At Gen's Antiques, 
five dealers offer treasures such as 1950s juke

boxes, Mid-Century sofas, vintage linens and 

light fixtures, and paintings by local artists.  

Nearby, at a narrow boutique called The Lift, 
I discovered brightly hued writing papers, x 

greeting cards, artful jewelry, and books on art, 
design, and pop culture. Next door at Eclectic 

Home, I took in walls hung with glass pieces 

inspired by Dale Chihuly, dining tables crafted 
from Indian rosewood, 

Nineteenth Street also hosts one of 

9 
and crystal 

chandeliers.  

my favorite Heights art spaces, Gallery 

M Squared, which occupies the former 

For more on the Heights Theater, a movie house that opened 
Heights, see in 1929. With exposed brick walls, the 

texashighways. gallery exhibits work by established and 
Scom/webextra 

emerging painters, sculptors, printmakers, 
and other artists, some of whom incorporate

TOP AND ABOVE: Kevin Tate music and video. Shows change fairly 
and Kristal Kirksey collect often, and this place can be counted on 
vintage Chdstmas decorations, to deliver intrigue and whimsy.  
induding plastic Santas and a On East 11th Street, about a 10-min
l-hted angel choir, ute walk from Sara's, awaits Redbud 

Gallery, where owner Gus Kopriva

well-known in the community of Houston's visual artists, writers, 
and musicians who call the Heights home-seeks out unusual 

fare to fill his monthly exhibits. I was taken with a recent exhibit 
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THE HOUSTON HEIGHTS' MANY HOMEGROWN, LOCALLY OWNED BOUTIQUES AND 
RESTAURANTS HAVE KEPT CHAIN ENTERPRISES AT BAY.  

made to make you think, such as the recent show

ing of Somewhere Between, a documentary about 

Chinese adoptees in today's America.  

, .Also housed in a former church building, the 
acclaimed Opera in the Heights stages its pro
ductions to a house of only 314 guests, and the 

* audience feels as though it's part of the action.  

The current season, lasting until early May, cel

ebrates Shakespeare in operatic form, with Otello, 

; "'I Capuleti e i Montecchi, Macbeth, and Falstaff 

A hen it comes to dining, I can't 

iJ think of anywhere I'd rather 

explore than the Heights, where 

homegrown, individually owned 

operations have kept chain restaurants at bay.  

One of my favorites is Down House, a restau
r P i rant, bar, and coffeehouse named for the estate 

SB of Charles Darwin that somehow evokes both 

a bohemian and sophisticated vibe simultane

';: . ously. Open for three meals daily, Down House 
offers beverages ranging from specialty coffees 

to tequila drinks, plus a dozen Texas craft beers 

on tap. For brunch, I can recommend the spicy 

- braised pork hash with home fries, crumbled feta, 
tomatoes, and jalapenos, with fried eggs on top.  

Among clever touches: The checks are presented 

" inside books by Charles Darwin.  

A 15-minute stroll from Sara's, Zelko Bistro 

proved to be remarkable on several levels. After 

earning stripes at Brennan's and other local 

of documentary photogra- ABOVE: In a1920s building on Heights 
phy and with the sculpture Boulevard, August Antiques offers books 

outside, the latter created by vintage radios, ceramics, architectural 

Houston artist James Ciosek antiques, lighting, and Mid-Century 
using debris from Hurricane furniture. RIGHT: Vintage clothing and 

Ike. If you catch Kopriva on- jewelry await at Retropolis, on 19th Street 

site, ask if you can see his per- K>BF [ rND 
sonal collection of work by Rembrandt, Rauschenberg, Ruscha, an Man R 
and Man Ray. He happily obliged when I stopped in.  

Independent films have enjoyed a following in the Heights 

since 1998, when a nonprofit film space called the Aurora Picture 

Show opened in a 1920s church building on Aurora Street. Aurora 
has since moved on to the Rice neighborhood, but in 2010, new 

resident and film enthusiast Cressandra Thibodeaux reopened 

the theater as 14 Pews. The filmhouse presents a regular bill of 

art-house flicks, augmented with arts and music events, lectures 

on art and film topics, and film festivals. Clearly, these are movies 
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Rates at Sara's Bed and Breakfast restaurants, chef and co-owner 
Inn start at $115 per night, including Jamie Zelko restored a 1920s 
continental breakfast. The inn's bungalow for her own little 
location on Heights Boulevard place. Since opening in 2010, 
makes for easy exploration of the she's earned acclaim for both her 
neighborhood by foot or by car. food and for the sustainability of 

her restaurant practices, which 
includes sourcing local ingredients. Tucked into a cozy ban
quette nook, I savored each bite of her cooked-in-a-can meatloaf, 
which was served with Yukon Gold mashed potatoes and sau
teed spinach. Creamy tres leches cake was the perfect ending.  

y weekend in the Heights ended before I was 
ready. But before heading home to Fort Worth, 
I stopped by Revival Market to pick up jars of 
housemade barbecue sauce, ketchup, and pick

led jalapenos and carrots-some to give to friends and others to 
enjoy myself. I want to keep tasting the Heights, and to remem
ber how refreshing it is to find a small-town sensibility in the 
middle of a huge city. TH 

Fort Worth writer JUNE NAYLOR enjoys exploring Texas' small towns 

and big cities-and says Houston's Heights offers elements of both.  
Photography Editor G RIFF SMITH agrees, noting, "IfI found myself 

living in Ilouston, I'd want to live in the Heights."

Houston Heights 
THE HOUSTON HEIGHTS Association website, www.houstonheights.org, 
provides information about events, shopping, and neighborhood history.  

The Greater Houston Convention & Visitors Bureau maintains cover
age of galleries, performing arts, shopping, dining, and special events in 
the Heights. See www.visithoustontexas.com.  

The 2012 Holiday Home Tour takes place Nov. 30 from 6-9:30 p.m and 
Dec. 1 from 3-9 p.m. At tour headquarters, the Houston Heights City Hall 
& Fire Station (107 W. 12th St.), you'll find ticket sales, parking, shuttle 
pick-up, and food trucks. Call 713/861-4002; www.houstonheights.org.  

Contact information for sites covered in the story follows.  

Lodging 
Sara's Bed and Breakfast Inn, 941 Heights Blvd. Call 713/868-1130; 
www.saras.com.  

Dining 
Down House, 1801 Yale. Call 713/864-3696; www.downhousehouston.com.  

Revival Market, 550 Heights Blvd. Call 713/880-8463; www.revival 
market.com.  

Zelko Bistro, 705 E. 11th St. Call 713/880-8691; www.zelkobistro.com.  

Slops, Galleries, and Entertainment 
Eclectic Home, 345 W. 19th St. Call 713/869-1414; www.eclectichome.ws.  

Gallery M Squared, 339 W. 19th St. Call 713/861-6070; www.gallery 
msquared.com.  

Gen's Antiques, 540 W. 19th St. Call 713/868-2368; www.gensantiques.com.  

The Lift, 365 W. 19th St. Call 713/868-5438; www.theliftonl9th.com.  

Redbud Gallery, 303 East 11th St. Call 713/862-2532; www.redbudgallery.com.  

14 Pews, 800 Aurora St. Call 281/888-9677; www.14pews.com.
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Stepping Up to the Plate 
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DRIVINHG AROUND THE STATE researching Texas food history for my 
new cookbook, Texas Eats: The New Lone Star Heritage Cookbook, 
I found out that a heritage food revival is colliding with new cultural 

currents in the Lone Star State-resulting in all kinds of delicious 

combinations and mash-ups.  

While looking for handmade hamburgers in College Station, for example, 
I came across a pan-Asian restaurant called Rosie's Pho. The place was packed 

with Aggies eating the Vietnamese poor-boy sandwiches called banh mi, the
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TEXAS COMFORT FOOD MIXES IT UP WITH A VARIETY OF 

CROSS-CULTURAL INFLUENCES byROBB WALSH

beef noodle soup called pho, and the latest nationwide trend 

in Vietnamese food-Asian/Cajun boiled crawfish in insanely 

spicy garlic butter.  

Although fajitas are pretty common in Texas, the ones at 

-Himalaya Restaurant in the Mahatma Gandhi District in Houston 

have a distinctly South Asian spin. The skirt steak is seasoned 

with curry powder and the thinly sliced, grilled strips of meat 

,re served with a flavorful cucumber-yogurt dip called raita.  

It's steak tikka on the menu, but everyone calls it Pakistani 

ajitas," Himalaya chef/owner Kaiser Laskari says. "Indian 

chapati bread and wheat tortillas are essentially the same thing." 

You'll find the whole gamut of Texas cooking at Underbelly 

on Lower Westheimer in Houston. Waygu beef is served Thai

style on satay sticks, the pork schnitzel comes with Teutonic car

away-flavored braised red cabbage, there's a chicken salad tossed 

with the Vietnamese dipping sauce called nuoc mam chan, and 

the most popular item on the menu is spicy Korean braised goat 

and dumplings. The wall near the entrance to the dining room 

bears a photo collage of local, inom-and--pop ethnic restaurants

For more on 
Robb Walsh's latest 

book, Texas Eats, 
see texashighways.  

com/webextra 

ABOVE: Ray's Drive Inn, a west 

San Antonio landmark since 1956, 
opened with a menu of fried chicken 

and burgers but quickly became 
famous for puffy tacos. RIGHT: The 
Gumbo Bar in Galveston offers an 
Italian-Texan seafood cioppino, plus 
several types of gumbo-including 
one made with prime rib.

(D 

c_ 

L
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Stepping Up to the Plate
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that serve as inspiration. When you get your check, 
there's a note that says, "Before you come back to Under

belly, please visit one of these places." 

But Underbelly's chef Chris Shepherd is as interested 

in Texas heritage cooking as he is in ethnic cuisines.  

His East Texas chicken and biscuits are served with lots 

of gravy in a black cast-iron skillet. His shrimp with 

pimiento-cheese grits is sensational. And one of his most 

popular desserts is a 19th-Century favorite, vinegar pie.  

Shepherd describes his cuisine as a "refined take on 

Houston's New American Creole cuisine." C REALIZATION IS THE BLENDING OF CULTURES, AND 
because Texas has become a magnet for new immi
grants, the state is emerging as one of the most dy

namic food scenes in America. Established cultures 

and newly arrived ones are rubbing off on each other. Of 

course, immigrants have always brought a taste of their

homelands to foods found in Texas. CLOCKWISE ROM LEFT: Rosie's Pho 

Take a classic ingredient like in College Station features a diverse 
Gulf blue crab. Once upon a time, menu of Pan-Asian specialties, Austin's 

Texans ate simple boiled crabs or Clay Pit puts a contemporary spin on 

enjoyed crabmeat in a salad. Indian classic. Crock-pot queso reci

Then in the 1930s, Cajun restau- pe at texashighways.com/webextra.  

rants in Port Arthur made barbe

cued crab famous. The spice-dipped crab dish is still a favorite 

at Sartin's in Nederland and Stingaree in Crystal Beach. Take 

the ferry over to Galveston Island, and you can eat your crabs 

stuffed and baked Southern-style at Clary's, in a Louisiana 

bisque at Gaido's, or in an Italian cioppino at the Gumbo Bar.  

And when you're in Austin, don't miss the Indian curried Gulf 

crab cakes at the Clay Pit.  

In Houston, you can get your crab Yucatan-style in cocteles 

campechanas at Tampico or Goode Company Seafood; Viet

namese-style at the Asian/Cajun hybrid Crawfish & Noodles 

in Chinatown; or with a Central American spin at Reef, where
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chef Bryan Caswell serves his jumbo crab cakes with a Salva

doran-style pickled vegetable slaw. I like them with a little of 

his Thai/Cajun Sriracha-citrus remoulade on the side.  

Of course, ethnic mash-ups are nothing new in Texas cooking; 

Tex-Mex is the oldest hybrid cuisine in the country. One classic 

example is the San Antonio puffy taco, whose shells get deep

fried instead of cooked on a traditional comal. I got carried away 

with my research in the Alamo City-I ate puffy tacos at Ray's 

Drive Inn, Henry's Puffy Tacos, Jacala, Los Barrios, and Sam

my's Mexican Restaurant #2-and all of them were heavenly.  

Stacked enchiladas are another old-fashioned Tex-Mex dish.  

Today, the best ones in Texas may be the enchiladas served at 

the original Leal's in Muleshoe, which are smothered in brick

red chile sauce. It's the tortillas that make them special: Leal's 

makes their own from fresh, stone-ground masa, in a factory 

right down the street.  

The basic recipe for old-fashioned chile con queso includes 

several kinds of cheese, chiles, tomatoes, and chicken stock

but the secret ingredient is American processed cheese. At the 

late, great Palmetto Inn, a popular Texas chain from the 1960s, 
cheese enchiladas topped with chile con care and chile con 

queso were listed on the menu as Enchiladas #10-popularly 

known as the "Heart Attack Special." 

SUCCESSFUL CHEFS LOOK AT 

ETHNIC AND HYBRID CUISINES, FINE-DINING 
FARE, AND FOLK FOODS AS RELATED 

PARTS OF A WHOLE.  

The Palmetto and other small-town restaurants fell victim to 

changing tastes and progress when the interstate highway system 

passed them by. Today, driving the old roads, like Route 66 through 

the Panhandle, is a trip down restaurant memory lane. The Old 

Route 66 Association of Texas is a nonprofit that's helping restore 

iconic restaurants and promote tourism on the old highway.  

Some Route 66 classics, like the Big Texan Steak Ranch in 

Amarillo, successfully relocated to the interstate. While I have 

never ordered the "free" 72-ounce steak (it's only free if you 

eat it all), I have considered trying the feat while savoring a Big 

Texan chicken-fried steak.  

CFS was a big seller at a spot called the Big Spring Phillips 66 

Truck Stop Cafe, which was run for many years by the parents 

of Texas celebrity chef Stephan Pyles. He was thinking of his 

parents' cafe-and of the popular Big Spring dance hall The 

Stampede-when he named his new Dallas restaurant Stam

pede 66. The menu features new spins on classics like "Frito" 

chili pie and Helen Corbitt's popovers, the latter made famous 

by Neiman Marcus' Zodiac Room in the 1950s and 1960s.

Kaiser's Steak Tikka 
Skirt steak is sold as "beef for fajitas" in Texas grocery 
stores. You can substitute flat-iron steak, hanger steak, or 

another cut. Wrap the spicy beef strips in flour tortillas with 

some raita and chutney for a wild Tex-Pakistani flavor ride.  

Makes six tacos 

To make the raita: 

1 cucumber 

/ cup plain yogurt 

1 clove garlic, minced 

For the fajitas: 

1 pound skirt steak 

4 T yellow curry powder 

Salt 

1 lime 

6 flour tortillas 

Mango chutney (such as Major Grey's) 

Cut the cucumber in half, remove the seeds, and cut into 
%- inch dice. Combine the cucumber pieces, yogurt, and 

garlic to make raita.  

Rub the meat on both sides with a generous amount of 
curry powder. Allow to marinate at room temperature while 
you heat the grill. Grill the fajitas over a hot fire for 12 to 15 
minutes or until cooked through. Transfer to a cutting board 
and cut the meat into four inch pieces, then turn it sideways 

to chop against the grain into strips. Sprinkle with salt and 
lime juice. Divide the meat among the tortillas, and make 
tacos adding raita and mango chutney.
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Stepping Up to the Plate

Tim Byres, who once worked with Stephan Pyles, won Food 

Et Wine magazine's 2012 People's Choice Award for Best New 

Chef in the Southwest. Tim Byres' motto is "heritage inspired." 

He is best known for his creative take on Texas barbecue at 

Smoke Restaurant in the Oak Cliff neighborhood of Dallas, 
where the menu includes such items as "Pulled All Natural 

Whole Hog, NC Style with Blue Cheese Slaw" and "Texas 

BBQ Coffee Cured Beef Brisket with Bread/Butter Pickles & 

Mustard Seed Potato Salad." 

At Chicken Scratch, Byres' new "slow casual" restaurant a block 

down Fort Worth Avenue from Smoke, he cooks hand-battered 

yardbirds in old-fashioned cast-iron skillets. When I stopped by, 
he was serving the fried chicken with housemade pickles, fresh

baked biscuits, collard greens, and mashed potatoes slathered 

with a gravy made with the crispy bits from the skillet.  

There was a pile of cookbooks high on a shelf in the din

ing room, and all of them were collections of heritage recipes.

Byres tells me he is writing ABOVE AND RIGHT: The dining room at 

his own cookbook, which will Ray's Drive Inn resembles a jumbled 
emphasize the culture and his- museum of San Antonio pop culture.  

tory of Texas food. Heitmiller Steakhouse near Waco 

I wonder what Byres' book focuses on steakhouse standards like 

will have to say about the big- T-bones and chicken-tried steaks.  

gest Texas folk-food cliche of 

them all-chicken-fried steak. Lately, CFS has faded in popular

ity due in large part to the frightening statistics of its nutritional 

profile. These days, it's easier to find a plate of tofu than a 

chicken-fried steak in health-conscious cities like Austin. The 

situation isn't much better in Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio.  

But as Fort Worth Star-Telegram columnist Bud Kennedy told 

me, the best chicken-fried steaks in Texas are found in small

town cafes west of Fort Worth.  

While researching Texas Eats, I took Kennedy's advice and 

drove around to several towns between Denton and Abilene to
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try chicken-fried steaks.  

Paradise, Texas, 
sounded like a nice place.  

So I stopped for lunch 

at the Finish Line Cafe, 

the oldest cafe in town.  

"When I'm going to eat 

a chicken-fried steak, I 
have Granny make it," the 

waitress whispered. Her mother and her grandma were both 

working in the kitchen, but while her mom dipped the 

steak in buttermilk between flour coatings, her Granny 

added beaten egg to the buttermilk for a richer 

batter. The chicken-fried steak in Paradise pretty 
much confirmed Kennedy's advice: If you want a Recipes for 
great chicken-fried steak, pull into a small-town crock-pot ue 
cafe on this stretch west of the Metroplex. and chicken-fri 

In my hometown of Houston, I usually enjoy steak at texa 

the classic chicken-fried steak at Frank's Ameri- hghways.con 

cana with a Texas microbrewery beer. But I also webetra 
like the upscale chicken-fried steak at Ouisie's 

Table, which comes with black-eyed peas, mustard greens, 
and an elegant corn pudding, along with mashed potatoes and 

pepper gravy. Ouisie's also serves an Axis venison chicken-fried 

steak that pairs beautifully with a Burgundy or Pinot Noir.  

For decades, well-meaning promoters of gourmet cooking 

have told us that "Texas cuisine is so much more than barbecue, 
Tex-Mex, and chicken-fried steak." They assumed that building 

a fine-dining scene in Texas meant persuading the public to 

abandon folk foods in favor of something more sophisticated.  

But many of the newly successful chefs in Texas have a dif

ferent approach: They look at ethnic and hybrid cuisines, fine

dining fare, and folk foods as related parts of a whole. And they 

are taking the culinary culture of Texas to amazing heights. T
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Texas Eats 
THE FOLLOWING is a listing of 

AMARI 0 
some of the restaurants in this piece. MULESHO 
Rosie's Pho, 2001 Texas Ave. S.' PARADISE* DALLAS 

FORT WORTH* " 
#300, College Station. WACO. COLLEGE 

"STATION 
Call 979/680-8580. AUSTIN. T NEDER ND 

SAN* HUTN RSA 
Himalaya Restaurant, 6652 A TONIO HOUSTON BEACHAL 

Southwest Fwy., Houston. Call 713/532

2837; www.himalayarestauranthouston.com.  

Underbelly, 1100 Westheimer Rd., Houston. Call 713/ 
528-9800; www.underbellyhouston.com.  

Heitmiller Steakhouse, 4509 N. IH-35 at Exit 339, 
Lacy Lakeview/Waco. Call 254/867-1400; www.heitmiller 
steakhouse.com.  

Sartin's Seafood, 3520 Nederland Ave., Nederland.  
Call 409/721-9420; www.sartinsseafood.com.  

Stingaree Restaurant & Bar, 1295 N. Stingaree Dr., 
Crystal Beach. Call 409/684-2731; www.stingaree.com.  

Clay Pit, 1601 Guadalupe St., Austin. Call 512/322-5131; 
www.claypit.com 

Reef, 2600 Travis St., Houston. Call 713/526-8282; 
www.reefhouston.com.  

Ray's Drive Inn, 822 SW 19th St., San Antonio. Call 
210/432-7171.  

Leal's Restaurant, 1010 W. American Blvd., Muleshoe.  
Call 806/272-3294; www.lealsmexicanfoods.com.  

Big Texan Steak Ranch, 77011-40 East, Amarillo.  
Call 800/657-7177; www.bigtexan.com.  

Stampede 66,2203 N. Akard St. #100, Dallas.  
See www.stephanpyles.com.  

Smoke Restaurant, 901 Fort Worth Ave., Dallas.  
Call 214/393-4141; www.smokerestaurant.com.  

Chicken Scratch, 2303 Pittman St., Dallas. Call 214/ 
749-1112; www.cs-tf.com.  

Finish Line Cafe, 600 Main St., Paradise. Call 940/969-2525.  

Frank's Americana, 3736 Westheimer Rd., Houston.  
Call 713/572-8600; www.frankshouston.com.  

Ouisie's Table, 3939 San Felipe St., Houston. Call 713/ 
528-2264; www.ouisiestable.com.  

James Beard A ward-winning writer ROB WA LSH is 

the author of multiple cookbooks, including the recent 

Texas Eats: The New Lone Star Heritage Cookbook. He 

is also a co-founder of Foadways Texas, which preserves, 

promotes, and celebrates Texas'd liverse foad culture.
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THE OFF-SEASON IN PORT ARANSAS BRINGS 
LOWER RATES ON LODGING, PLUS THE JOY 

OF HAVING THE BEACHES ALL TO YOURSELF 

1/ / 

Textby JUNE NAYLOR 
Photographs by WILL VAN OVERBEEK C HILDHOOD SUMMER VACATIONS 

spent on the sand at Port Aransas 

passed far too quickly. Even though 

my sisters and I would collapse from 

exhaustion at the end of long, hot days romp

ing in the waves, we'd nevertheless complain 

mightily when Mom knew we'd had too much 

sun and insisted we go inside the screened-in 

porch of our beach cottage to play Monopoly.  

In the wintertime, I'd daydream about being 

back in Port A, squealing at the purplish-blue 

Portuguese man-of-war washed up by high 

tide, visiting our favorite 
ABOVE: Known as "The Birth

seafood shack to buy fresh place of Texas Sport Fishing," 

shrimp for dinner, or put- the historic Tarpon Inn, with its 
200-foot, rackingchair-lined 

tingon our nicer clothes for porches , has hoste- Duncan 

the occasional splurge on a 4ines and Hedy Lamarr.
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meal at the Tarpon Inn. I'd try to conjure up a 

whiff of the sea air washing over me on the five

minute ferry ride from Aransas Pass to the tip 

of Mustang Island, where Port Aransas perches.  
In fact, in the midst of winter I still find myself 

longing for those lazy days in Port A, listening 
to the gulls' cries and the whoosh of waves 
tumbling toward the shore. And it dawns on 

me that unlike my childhood years, I'm no lon

ger tethered to the school calendar. The beauty 
40 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2012

of visiting in the off-season includes not just 
lower lodging prices, but the joy of relishing the 

seashore in relative solitude.  

And as I return on a winter day, I get out of 

my car on the ferry and breathe in the briny, yet 

comforting Gulf air, and 

I'm transported back. Yet ABOVE: Halfway along the 

it's hard to believe this is boardwalk at the Leonabelle 
Turnbull Birding Center, an 

the sleepy fish-ng village of observation tower affords 

my childhood. Shopping panoramic views of the pond.



Port A 
anytime!
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and dining options have exploded over the 

years, as have the ways in which we can 

now explore and appreciate the natural 

wonders of this coastal treasure.  

Winter visitors zip about in golf carts 

(the cart-rental business ranks among 

the booming industries here). The prolif

eration of upscale condo developments, 

along with the addition of an Arnold 

Palmer-designed golf course, speaks of a 

fancier lifestyle than the one we indulged 

all those years ago, but I find that there's 

plenty for my more modest budget, too.

Here are some favorite finds in my off

season rediscovery of Port Aransas.  

Back to Nature One of Port Aransas' best-kept 
secrets remains the Univer

sity of Texas Marine Science 

Institute, which offers free 

programs that introduce visitors to the 

seaside environs. Displays in the main 

building include an exhibit of sand from 

around the world; it's hard to believe 

how much sand can differ in texture and 

color (from fine-grained, paprika hued, 
to coarse black or powder white). There-s 

an exhibit on endangered whooping 

cranes, which winter in the area between 

November and March, and the story of 

their rescue from the brink of extinction.  

Movies on "Science and the Sea" are daily 

features Monday through Thursday when 

the auditorium is not otherwise occupied.  

Several aquaria inside the UTMSI 

hold native fish, including creepy-look

ing ocellated-moray and shrimp eels. I 

especially enjoy the outdoors portion of 

the institute, the Wetlands Education 

Center, a laboratory for marine scientists 

and students. A guided tour offered twice 

weekly takes visitors through the 3.5-acre 

salt marsh, bound by dunes and populated 

by several bird species, but I arrive at a 

non-tour time and take a self-guided walk

along boardwalks, Golf pro Zach Kieschnick 

with views of the takes a swing at the par-71 

Gulf and wind Newport Dunes course, 

in my face, to read designed by Arnold Palmer.  

the displays de
tailing plant and animal life here. You can 

occasionally get a close-up view of redfish 

swimming in the salt marsh, and black

crowned night herons are regular visitors.  

At the Port Aransas Nature Preserve, 
which covers 1,200 acres on the north 

side of the island along the Corpus Christi 

Channel, I walk the network of trails, 
which vary in length from a quarter-mile 

to one mile. I catch glimpses of native and 

visiting birds (ospreys and white pelicans 

spend the winter here) and take in views 

of dunes, sand flats, and marshes. At the 

nearby Leonabelle Turnbull Birding 

Center, I admire the gardens brimming 

with local plants, found at the entrance 

to the nature trail. I've missed the guided 

Wednesday-morning walk, so I follow the 

raised boardwalk over an expansive pond 

thick with cattails and climb the steps of 

an observation tower to get a good look 

at all manner of feathered friends. Gators 

named Boots and Bags did not reveal 

themselves, as I hear they sometimes will.  

My favorite stretch of sand in the area 

lies about 20 miles south of Port Aran

sas, and it's well worth the drive: Padre 

Island National Seashore is the longest 
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undeveloped barrier island in t-ie world and de-ivers plenty 

of nature programming with only a 810-per-vehicle admission 

charge. I spend an hour or so walking alongside the dunes at 

the water's elge. It's just me, beach, sandpipers, salt water, 
and gulls sailing overhead.  

National park rangers lead birding classes on Saturday to 

teach novices how to pick proper binoculars, use a field guide, 
and choose locations conducive to spying birds. Daily birding 

tours last two hours, with a drive around the park for expert-led 

birdwatching. The rangers also ead easy walks, two or three 

days a week, on the beach to tall: about local ecology. The park 

store sells birding and wildlife books for all ages, too.  

Back in Port Aransas, I see golfers enjoying the relatively 

new Newport Dunes, a gorgeous Arnold Palmer-designed 

course un-olding along -he seashore. Distinguished as the 

first Texas golf course sitting right next to the Gulf of Mexico, 

42 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2112

Newport Dunes means ures more than 6,900 yards from the 

back tees; the par-71 course provides ample challenges in the 

way of wind from the ocean, rolling fairways. and fast greens, 
with the bonus of guls and pelicans drifting high overhead.  

The layout is similar to Scottish links, with stacked-wall bun

kers and fairways banked by native grasses.  

Roam Around Town 
oused inside an early-20th-Century home built 

from a kit. the Port 

Aransas Museum ABOVE So e 600 species of 
surprises me with fish inhabit the waters around 

its bounty of well-detailed town Mustang Is'and, first called Wild 

and coastal history. Volunteers Horse island (then Mustang) for 

offer insight into the museum's the roaming wild horses brought 

recorded and videotaped oral here by Spaiiards in the 1800s.
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histories dating to the 1920s. An excel

lent collection of vintage photography 

and films shows the island town's earliest 

days, and exhibits include the lens used 

in the local Lylia Ann Lighthouse from 

1864 until 1956, as well as part of a Farley 

Boat like the cne used for President 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt's -arpon-fish

ing expedition here in 1937.  

On rry next trip, I want to explore Farley 

Boat Works, just a few blocks away from 

the museum and administered by the mu

seum staff. Purchased last winter by the 

Port Aransas Preservation and Historical 

Associa-ion, Farley Eoat Works teac-es 
boat-building by experts in the craft.

Perhaps most interesting, the projects will 

include constructing the "Port A skiff," a 

rowing-sailing boat particular to this island 

that will be built into a fleet for rental at 

the city marina; and making a traditional 

Farley tarpon boat.  

On the edge of town, I wander into 

Mustang Island Art Gallery, where paint

ings and other pieces by local and regional 

artists fill a modern building with high 
ceilings and plenty of natural light. Col

lectors looking for riches in bluebonnet 

scenery and other landscapes can find 

abundant examples to browse here, along 

with bronzes and woodcarvings.  

at and Sleep Budget dining doesn't get better 
than the gratifying breakfast at 

Avery's Kitchen, where massive 

omelets, biscuits and gravy, and 

plenty of strong coffee come with a side 

of friendly service. For lunch, I find much 

to like in a robust burger topped with 

avocado and bacon at Port Aransas Brew

ing Company, which offers a selection of 

more than 100 different mainstream and 

craft beers, including five made on-site. I 

also enjoy the changing blackboard menu 

at the unassuming and affordable Shell's, 
where I savor a lush bowl of pasta stud

ded with shrimp.  
On my last night in Port A, I happen 

upon Lisabella's, the star restaurant at-

traction at Cin- ;e new Unnaowre 
namon Shore, residential development offers 
the posh new vacation rentals, a boardwalk 
residential de- to the beach, special events, 
velopment just and Lisabella's "coastal 
south of New- cuisine with some new twists 

port Dunes. and surprises." 

An appetizer of 

warm goat cheese on grilled crostini starts 

dinner in the right vein, with a plate of 

baby greens, decorated with walnut bits, 
sliced pear, crumbled gorgonzola cheese, 
and balsamic vinaigrette the appropriate 

chaser. Freshly caught, grilled snapper 

gets a treatment of tomatoes, basil, capers, 
garlic, and lemon zest. I'm fond also of the 

grilled pizza topped with shrimp, pancet

ta, red onion, tomato, jalapeno, goat cheese, 
mozzarella, and a drizzle of olive oil.  

Dinner at Lisabella's couldn't be easier 

for guests renting a home or condo at 

Cinnamon Shore, where the architecture 

imparts an updated seaside vernacular 

that reminds me of Key West. Roughly 

one-third of homeowners here lease their 

properties to vacationers, wedding parties, 
and business-meeting groups; it's antici

pated that when the development is com

plete, about half of the 200 single-family 

homes and 100 condos arranged around 

manicured grounds (complete with two 

swimming pools) will be available for lease.  

Retail offerings will eventually include 

a day spa, a home-furnishings store, and 
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* clothing and accessories boutiques. Movies are shown on sum

mer evenings on the Great Lawn, and occasional events are held 

on the property's town center. A boardwalk spanning the 300

foot-deep sand dunes links the community to tne beach, and 

the Cinnamon Shore concierge can provide conveniences like 

chairs and umbrellas as well as surfing and kavaking lessons.  

My choice for a m-id-range hotel option with plenty of char

acter remains the Tarpon Inn, just off the harbor in the center 

of Port A. An 1886 landmark, the Tarpon has been extensive
ly updated to achieve a nice balance between old charm and 

mostly modern comfort, with all 24 rooms opening onto a 

wide, shady porch with rocking 

chairs. For a trip back to my child- LEFT: The 'T Warine Science 
hood, I like Sea and Sand Cottages: Instituto Viset rs Center holds 
Brightly painted exteriors of petite, seven .quari3 that display 

1950s-era wood-frame houses open Texas cast habitats and the 
!wi J to simple, comfortable-enough inte- creat es thi; inhabit ther.
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An exhibit at the Port 
Aransas Museum details 

President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt's famous fish

ing trip here in 1937, on 
which he caught a five-foot 

tarpon in a Farley Boat.
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riors with kitchens 

for cooking your 

own shrimp. And

ABOVE: Port A's marinas 
offer such amerilies as 

birding and dolphin tours,
though I probably private fishing charters, 

won't get too much watercraft rentals, and 

sun on a winter day, parasailing trips.  
the living room is just 

perfect for playing a game of Monopcly. T 

Fort Worth writer JUNE NAYLOR longs to 

take another trip to Port A with her morn 

and sisters. She's thinking this winter may be 
ideal for just that g-taway. Staff photographer 

WILL VAN OVERBEEK especially enjoyed the 

dolphin tour on the Mustang HI out of Woody's 

Sports Center. "The dolphins swam right up 

to our tour boar," he says.

0 TH ESSENTIALS 

Port Aransas 
PORT ARANSAS is accessible by free, 24-hour 
TxDOT ferry service from Aransas Pass and by 
the JFK Causeway from Corpus Christi. For Port 
Aransas visitor information, contact the Port Aran
sas Chamber of Commerce and Tourist Bureau, 
361/749-5919, www.portaransas.org; and the 
Port Aransas Parks and Recreation Department, 
361/749-4158, www.cityofportaransas.org. Contact 
information for sites in the story follows.  

Outdoors 
University of Texas Marine Science Institute 
Visitors Center, 630 E. Cotter Ave., 361/749
6729; www.scienceandthesea.org and www.  
utmsi.utexas.edu.  

Port Aransas Nature Preserve, on Port St. one 
mile west of the ferry landing at Cotter Ave.; 
www.cityofportaransas.org/NaturePreserve.cfm.  

Leonabelle Turnbull Birding Center, at the 
south end of Ross Ave., www.cityofportaransas.  
org/LeonabelleTurnbulLBirding Center.cfm 

Padre Island National Seashore, 20420 Park 
Rd. 22, Corpus Christi, 361/949-8068; www.nps.  
gov/pais/.  

Newport Dunes Golf Club, 265 Palm Island Dr., 
361/749-4653; www.newportdunesgolf.com.  

Museumns, Gallery 
Port Aransas Museum, 101 East Brundrett St.  
(at Alister St.), 361/749-3800; www.portaransas 
museum.org.  

Farley Boat Works, 716 W. Ave. C, 361/749-3800; 
www.portaransasmuseum.org/farley-boat-works/

* A ANSAS PASS 
Harbor 

33C Island 

* INGLESIDE .  
o Redfish 

5
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Island c 

24-HOUR 
FERRY 

Chiichannel COTTER 
coru 24cUT-FF RD

7  
.  

Corpus Christi AVE. G Jsen 

Boy Port Island 

Aransas 

MustangC D 
Island Gulf of Mexico 

Mustang Island Art Gallery, 2222 Texas 361, 
361/749-2200; www.mustangislandartgallery.com.  

Dinn 
Avery's Kitchen, 200 West Ave. G, 361/749-0650; 
www.averyskitchen.com.  

Port Aransas Brewing Company, 429 N. Alister 
St., 361/749-2739; www.portabrewing.com.  

Shell's, 522 E. Ave. G, 361/749-7621; www.  
eatatshells.com.  

Lisabella's, at Cinnamon Shore, 165 Social Circle, 
361/749-4222; www.lisabellas.com.  

Lodging 
Cinnamon Shore, 5009 Texas 361, 888/893-0656; 
www.cinnamonshore.com.  

The Tarpon Inn, 200 E. Cotter Ave., 361/749
5555; www.thetarponinn.com.  

Sea and Sand Cottages, Ave. E at 10th St.; 
800/620-8879; www.seaandsandcottages.com.  
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A WICHITA FALLS NATIVE 

COMES HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

TO REVISIT CHRISTMASES PAST 

AND DISCOVER NEW TRADITIONS 

By KATE HULL 

Photographs by MICHAEL AMADOR 

very time I make the drive 

north from Austin to my 

hometown of Wichita Falls, I 

succumb to the cozy, slower

paced city of my youth. With the bustle of 

the big city in my rearview mirror, US 281 

leads me to the brightest spot on the Pan

handle Plains, just in time for Christmas.  

Traditions resume, from eating quiche 

on Christmas Eve to passing out my dad's 

coveted smoked pork tenderloin as gifts 

to the neighbors. Last year, however, was 

a special treat. Taking my family along 

for the ride, I spent the holidays as a na

tive-turned-tourist, delving into all that 

Wichita Falls has to offer for the holi

days-and beginning a few new family 

traditions in the process.  

With more than 100,000 residents 

(including the population of Sheppard 

Air Force Base, the country's largest 

training base), Wi

chita Falls attracts From November 27-December 7, 
Kris Kringle and his crew take over 

thousands of tour- Wichita Falls' Kell House Museum 

is t S year-round with special holiday activities for 
kids. The 1909 home belonged to 

with an array of oneofthecity'sfoundingfamilies.
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-A Holiday Homecoming IN

WICHITA FALLS

events. Major attractions include the Hotter'N Hell Hundred

the largest sanctioned bike ride in the U.S.-in August, and the 

family-friendly Holiday in the Falls festivities in November and 

December. Although downtown has historically struggled to keep 

up with the thriving central part of town anchored by Midwestern 

State University, the area has seen new life in recent years with the 

opening of 40 new spaces, almost half of which are retail.  

through the ample options for vintage, antique, and eclectic finds. At Alley Cat 

Collective and Three Dog Books, sister stores housed in one building on Indiana 

Avenue, I browsed the mix of used and rare books, retro toys and games, local 

art, and refurbished furniture. Owner Julie Ressell started her rare- and used-book 

store almost 13 years ago, but when her collection began to grow beyond books, she 

opened the second store, adding a new spin on the typical antiques store.  

"we are the most proud of the handcrafted goods made by local artists-like our gar

lands crafted out of vintage fabrics," Ressell says. "we do have some antiques, but Alley 

Cat Collective is more of a collection by different crafters and artists." 

A gem on 7th Street, Artifact Emporium is one of my new favorite stops. Owner Mike 

Andarakes prefers to call his items "relics of the past" because he says "antiques" just 

doesn't do justice to the items he has for sale, including a Civil war-era wooden pros

thetic leg, a Buster Brown wooden rocking horse, and a collection of classic albums, from 

Frank Sinatra to KISS. As I browsed the records, I heard a whistle from a nearby train, 

FACING PAGE: The Neodassical adding to the nostalgia of the shopping experience.  

Kell House, which features Artifact Emporium is attached to wichita Falls' most 

hand-stenciled decorations and interesting historical building-the world's Littlest Sky

seven fireplaces, retains many scraper. Standing just 40 feet tall, the red-brick structure 

of its original furnishings. was built in 1919 when an out-of-towner named J.D.

Chicken-Fried Steak, 
or Salt & Pepper? 
TH ERE'S plenty of good food to be 
found in Wichita Falls. Famous for 
its chicken-fried steak, the Pioneer 
Restaurant is a local favorite with no 
shortage of regulars. But my mom 

and I wanted something a little light
er and knew exactly where we want

ed to celebrate my homecoming: 

Salt & Pepper Mediterranean Bistro.  
Along with partner Dimitra Ara

kelian, owner Eleni Moshtaghi says 
she enjoys giving diners a place to 

escape and enjoy a leisurely meal, 
no matter what the occasion. The en

thusiastic wait staff, even when busy 
with a full house, takes the time to 

catch up with regulars and tend to out

of-towners like ones of their own; 

many have worked there since Mosh

taghi opened the restaurant nine 

years ago. Although I usually order 

the grilled salmon, on this visit I chose 
the shrimp a la Mykonos topped with 
traditional Greek seasonings that bring 

out the fresh flavors with each bite.  
My mom went with her tried-and

true favorite, the chicken-and-mush

room crepes, served with a warm 

cream sauce and fresh asparagus.  

We had filled up on our entrees 
and too many appetizers-try the dol

modes-and decided to pass on des

sert, but we are no strangers to the 

menu. We know the custard-based 
golaktoboureko and the baklava ice 
cream all too well. -Kate Hull 

Pioneer Restaurant is at 4545 Maplewood Ave., 
940/692-2170. Salt & Pepper Mediterranean 

Bistro is at 2611 Plaza Pkwy. #201, 940/691
9800 (call for hours).  

LEFT: Children's- and bell-choir performances ac

company the MSU-Burns Fantasy of Lights display.  

Find a schedule at www.mwsu.edu/fantasy.  
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To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwavsprints.com.

McMahon pulled a fast one on some ambitious local business

men. Signing off on McMahon's blueprints, which were scaled 

in inches instead of feet, investors were duped out of a usable 

skyscraper and $200,000, but they got a heck of a good story 

that's still told by locals almost 100 years later.  

I met my family next door at Gidget's Sandwich Shack. Inside 

the small cafe, an array of 1970s vintage tables adds a homey 

feel to the already inviting Americana decor. Known for her 

panini-grilled sandwiches and smoothies, owner Julie Spence 

also prides herself on her chicken salad, a local favorite.  

I ordered the California panini, a hot sandwich with smoked 

turkey breast, bacon, avocado, and Spence's homemade cilantro

lime mayonnaise, along with a cup of spicy poblano-corn chowder 

served with homemade potato chips and a bite-size chocolate

chip cookie. I recommend ordering a half-sandwich, but my broth

er managed a full order of the chick
ABOVE: At River Bend Nature en pomodori panini, and found room 
Center, visitors can enjoy apple for a chocolate-and-banana smoothie.  
cider, hot chocolate, and s'mores, Judge your hunger accordingly.  
along with nightly visits from Reenergized, we made a stop 
the Clauses and Rudolph. at the 1909 Kell House Museum, 

50 texashighways.com I DECEMBER 2012

Info on Holiday 

where original furnishings (including at teasevenas 
a baby-grand player-piano), historic com/webextra 
clothing, decorative arts, and other 

artifacts depict the city at the turn of the 

20th Century. The Neoclassical-style house (a local, state, and 

national historic landmark) once belonged to Frank and Lula 

Kell, one of the city's founding families. Each holiday season 

for the past 31 years, the Wichita County Heritage Society has 

transformed the museum into Santa House, where children 

watch a Christmas-themed play, hear a story read by Santa, frost 

cookies in Mrs. Claus' kitchen, and make Christmas decorations 

with elves in the Carriage House.  

Still in the holiday spirit, my mother, sister, and I bundled 

up that evening to head to the River Bend Nature Center for 

the annual wilderness trail of lights called ElectriCritters.  

The 20-acre nature center's focus is educating visitors about 

the plants and wildlife of the region. But during the holiday 

season, the nature trail becomes an enchanted walk with more 

than 40,000 lights illuminating 150 colorful, nature-themed 
displays, including figures of alligators and armadillos. In addi

tion, the learning center and conservatory offer an educational
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component to the experience with more than 30 live-animal 

exhibits including butterflies, quail, and a new prairie-dog 

display. Reminiscing about childhood holiday memories 

volunteering at the center in reindeer costumes, my sister and 

I bought hot chocolate from this year's student volunteers and 

pointed out our favorite lighted displays-mine is always the 

red howling coyote-and found new ones to enjoy.  

Even with all the shopping, dining, and festivities to discover 

around town, nothing puts me in the spirit of the season more 

than a walk through my favorite holiday attraction in Wichita 

Falls: the MSU-Burns Fantasy of Lights. Beginning the first 

Friday in December, MSU's Hardin Lawn transforms into a 

fanciful wonderland with 34 illuminated life-size scenes of 

nursery-rhyme and Christmas characters.  

The Fantasy of Lights began in the 1920s when a young 

couple, Lillian and L.T. Burns, decorated their home on 10th 

Street with their first Christmas tree. Each year after that, Lil

lian added a new handcrafted display to fit the popular culture 

of the times, from Disney characters to Santa's reindeer. By 

the time they moved to a larger house on Clarinda Avenue, the 

tradition had become the biggest spectacle in town, attract

ing thousands of visitors from neighboring communities to 

see their lawn-turned-seasonal sensation. After the Burnses' 

deaths, the Christmas displays were passed on to their son, 
who lived in nearby Archer 

BELOW: Among Wichita Falls' eclec- City. When he passed away in 
tic shopping options, Polka-Dot 1974, the Fantasy of Lights was 
Penguin (940/689-8188; http:polka donated back to Wichita Falls 

dotpenguin.bridgecatalog.com) on the condition that it remain 
offers home decor and gift items. a free, community event.  
Mackenzie-Childs Christmas collec- My family realized it had 
tibles prove especially popular, been years since we had all ex

perienced the Fantasy of Lights 

together, so we grabbed our 

cold-weather gear. We passed 

Cinderella in her sparkling car

riage, Dorothy from The Wizard 

of Oz, a robot blowing bubbles, 
and young families taking pic

tures of their children gazing at 
1 Santa's twinkling workshop

creating their own Wichita Falls 

Christmas memories. TH

Austin writer KATE HULL says, 
"This Christmas in Wichita Falls, 

1im planning a stop at Margie's 

Sweet Shop [h ttp://margiessweet 

shop.com]forfestive cookies or 

a warm piece of pecan pie." Staff 
photographer MICHAEL AMADOR, 
whose parents were born in Wi

chita Falls,finds new treasures 

every time he visits the city.
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Wichita Falls 
FOR MORE information on Wichita Falls, 
contact the Wichita Falls Convention & 
Visitors Bureau at 800/799-6732; www.  
wichitafalls.org. Following is information for 
sites in the story.  

Alley Cat Collective/Three Dog Books is 
at 922 Indiana Ave., 940/733-2761 or 940/ 
733-2157, www.alleycatcollective.com.  

The Artifact Emporium is at 5117th St., 

940/766-0900.  

The World's Littlest Skyscraper (The 
Newby-McMahon Building) is at 701 LaSalle 
St. (attached to the Artifact Emporium).  

Gidget's Sandwich Shack is at 701 Ohio 
Ave., 940/766-0112.  

Kell House Museum is at 900 Bluff St., 
940/723-2712; www.wichita-heritage.org.  
Check the website for more on the Santa 

House (Nov. 27-Dec. 7, 2012).  

River Bend Nature Center is at 2200 3rd 
St., 940/767-0843; http://riverbendnature 

center.wordpress.com. Check the website for 

ElectriCritters dates and times.  

For more on the MSU-Burns Fantasy of 
Lights (Dec. 7-Jan. 1, 2013), go to www.mwsu.  

edu/fantasy. Visitors can drive along the des

ignated lane on Taft Boulevard, or walk along 

a paved sidewalk through the display.  

Find more on Sheppard Air Force Base at 
www.sheppard.af.mil/index.asp.  
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Speaking of Texas

V "S Elvis in 
Texas 

The King ofRock-and-Roll 
played hundreds of shows 
in Texas during the early 

years of his career 

Text by GENE FOWLER

" SORTA GOT MY START IN TEXAS," A REFLECTIVE ELVIS PRESLEY TOLD 

reporters at Dallas' Love Field in August 1958. Presley, a soldier in the United 
States Army at the time, had just returned from Memphis, where he attend

ed the funeral of his mother, Gladys, and was en route back to Fort Hood to re

sume basic training.  

By that time, of course, Presley had become an American idol. But just a few 

years earlier, a largely unknown Elvis Presley had electrified stages from the Piney 
Woods to the High Plains, leaving Texas audiences all shook up and ready to rock.  

"One night in October 1954, I got a call from Pappy Covington, who was booking 

talent at the 'Louisiana Hayride' at Shreveport" says 85-year-old Tyler radio legend 
Tom Perryman. "He said, 'I've got these three boys from Memphis who just audi

tioned to play the Hayride.' Said they were broke, and could I get them a booking in 

East Texas?" Perryman soon booked Elvis, guitarist Scotty Moore, and bass player Bill 

Black into the Mint Club in Gladewater. "Then a few months 

later, at a show at the Humble Oil Camp Community Cen- in 1977, ELis embarked 

ter in Hawkins, I watched the reactions of a girl, her mother, on an ambitious tour 
and her grandmother in the crowd," says Perryman, "and of the United States, 
I knew immediately that this Elvis was a very special artist." induding spring dates in 

Musicologists point to Presley's raw and frenzied per- Amarillo, Abilene, and 
formances of the mid-1950s, before he joined the Army, as the Austin (shown here).
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most transformative of Presley's career.  

"He played more than a hundred shows 

in Texas from '54 to '56;' says Stanley 

Oberst of Waco, author of the books Elvis 

in Texas and Elvis Presley: Rockin' Across 

Texas. Oberst used a 1955 state road map 

to track Presley's travels through Texas 

around that time. "There should be an 

official Elvis route marked with signs-the 

'Hound Dog Highway,"' he says.  

Lubbock-based author and historian 

Johnny Hughes experienced Elvis in 

Lubbock in 1955. "I was bootlegging at 

the Cotton Club," he recalls. "Elvis didn't 

drink, but his manager at the time, Bob 

Neal, wanted some beer. So I got to see him 

perform-and man, it was incredible. See

ing him onstage at that time was a major 

event. Nobody else danced like that." 

By 1956, the King had ascended to 

larger venues, and during the State Fair 

that year, Mary V. Holcomb Dickerson of

McKinney caught his Cotton Bowl show 

in Dallas. "He wore a shiny green suit and 

looked amazing," she says. "At one point 

he came down on the field with a mic and 

stand and rolled around on the grass, sing

ing. We had never seen anything like it." 

The world's first official Elvis Presley 

Fan Club, founded by 17-year-old Dalla

site Kay Wheeler in February 1956, had 

grown to 5,000 members by October.  

Though the Dallas Morning News pub

lished a reader's letter comparing the 

Presley performance to "a shoat stran

gled on buttermilk in an ant bed," the 

paper also printed Wheeler's analysis of 

Elvis' appeal: "He just closes his eyes and 

starts singing and kind of hypnotizes us.  

We can feel the music and pretty soon 

we start screaming and fainting. It's all 

a very natural reaction." 

Nacogdoches resident Norman John

son, who grew up in the Upshur County

Little Graceland 
IT'S A RARE TEXAS TOWN WITHOUT AT LEAST ONE DEEPLY PERSONAL 
shrine to the King of Rock-and-Roll. In the Rio Grande Valley town of Los 
Fresnos, Simon Vega curates a treasure trove of Elvis memorabilia at his Little 

Graceland Museum. "I became friends with Elvis when we were in the Army together in the 
late 195Os," says Vega. "The museum has pictures of me and my wife with Elvis, albums, 45-rpm 

records, statues, mugs, everything Elvis. We have gates just like the gates at Graceland, and we also have a 

doghouse-size re-creation of the house where Elvis was born in Tupelo, Mississippi." 

Little Graceland takes care of business with a royal fandango of rock every January and August to 

honor the dates of Elvis' birth and death. "The festivals have Elvis impersonators from Houston, Laredo, 

Corpus Christi, San Antonio, Dallas, the Valley, all over" adds Vega. Other attractions include live music, 

food, museum tours, car shows, trivia contests, and singing competitions.  

Little Graceland opens Thu-Sun 10-noon and 2-5, and by appointment. The next Elvis Festival 

at Little Graceland (701 

W. Ocean Blvd. in Los 
Fresnos) is set for Janu

4 F' IN dry 12, 2013. Call 956/ 
233-482 Cone Fowler 

Simon Vega's Little 
J dGraceland museum 

in Los Fresnos fea
tures a re-creation of 
the Graceland gates 
in Memphis.
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Dinosaur Capital of Texas 
- Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
" Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
- Creation Evidence Museum 
" Dinosaur Valley State Park 
- Dinosaur World 
" Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
- Historic Courthouse Square 
- Land of the Dinosaurs 
- Oakdale & Big Rocks Parks 
" The Promise 
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town of Rosewood, inadvertently became 

the world's first Elvis impersonator.  

"When I heard 'Blue Moon of Kentucky' 

and 'That's All Right (Mama)' on the 

radio, I couldn't help copying his style," 

says Johnson, who was 14 years old at the 

time. "Then, on Wednesday, January 26, 
1955, my life changed forever. I met Elvis." 

Soon, Johnsonwas followingPresleyto

like him. But

Elvis in Midland, 1955.  
From 1954 to 1956, 
Elvis played more than 
100 shows in Texas.  

venues throughout Tex

as, Arkansas, Louisiana, 

and Oklahoma. "I guess 

I must have opened 

for him about 35 times," 

says Johnson. "Elvis 

would stand offstage and 

chuckle as I smiled and 

sneered the way he did, 
moved like him, sounded 

he was always respectful

and polite. Sometimes he'd call me 'kid' 

and sometimes he'd call me 'sir' even 

though I was four or five years younger." 

Despite the older generation's con

cerns about the effects of rock-and-roll 

on Texas' youth, many parents of Pres

ley's young devotees became fans them

selves. In his 2008 autobiography, The

Kid and the King, Johnson writes that his 

mother, Monta Mae Johnson, was also 

an Elvis admirer. When a touring "Loui

siana Hayride" show played Gladewater 

in the spring of 1955, Mrs. Johnson was 

selected to participate in the on-air con

test "Beat the Band," in which contes

tants tried to guess the name of the songs 

performed by the "Hayride" staff band.  

As the band broke into an instrumental 

version of "That's All Right (Mama)," 

she became flustered and couldn't name 

Elvis electrified stages 
from the Piney Woods to the 

High Plains, leaving Texas 
audiences all shook up and 

ready to rock.
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the tune. At the very last second, Elvis 

appeared at her side and whispered, 
"That's all right, Mama Johnson, just 

cool it," after which she blurted out the 

song title and won the contest.  

Thirty-five years after Elvis' death, 
recordings, books, websites, and other 

projects continue to examine minute de

tails of his extraordinary life. The cultural 

archeology of Elvis' Texas journeys con

tinues to be unearthed. In 2008, an online 

auction of the stool Presley once used at 

Hillsboro's Andrews Cafe likely fetched a 

handsome sum. To many Texans, though, 
a relic of the King remains more precious 

than silver and gold.  

"I still have the first-ever auto

graphed 8-by-10 glossy of Elvis, Scotty, 
and Bill," says Norman Johnson, whose 

long career in East Texas radio and TV 

was preceded by a decade as a Method

ist minister. "I have received some nice 

offers for the photo, but I'd shoot pool 

with the devil before I'd part with it." TH
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CORPUS CHRISTI SPREADS THE HOLIDAY 
cheer at the 31st Annual Harbor Lights Fes
tival on December 1 on the Bayfront Marina. The 
AEP Texas Children's Parade begins in the early 
afternoon, and the kid fun continues with an activ
ity center featuring crafts, inflatable games, face
painting, cookie-decorating, and writing postcards 
to Santa. Fest-goers of all ages can enjoy live enter
tainment that includes local choirs singing holiday 
favorites, along with displays of gingerbread houses 
and Christmas trees.  

Beginning at 6 p.m., participate in the Harbor 
Lights Night Run down the Seawall with glow-in
the-dark accessories; proceeds benefit the Ronald 
McDonald House. Santa and local dignitaries flip 
the switch on the 75-foot Tree of Lights at 6:45, 
followed by the illuminated boat parade in the ma
rina and bay. Go to www.harborlightsfestival.com.

December Events 
BIG BEND COUNTRY 
ALPINE: Removing the Shroud of History: Archaeology in 
the Big Bend December 1-February 3. Museum of the Big 
Bend. www.sulross.edu/museum 432/837-8143 

ALPINE: Tour of Historic Homes December 16. www.  
historicalpine.org 432/837-8813 

BALMORHEA/FORT DAVIS: Christmas Bird Count 
December 15-16. www.cdri.org 432/364-2499 

EL PASO: Sun Bowl and Fan Fiesta December 30-31. El Paso 
Convention Center and Sun Bowl Stadium. www.sunbowl.org 

FORT STOCKTON: Christmas Parade December 7. Zero 
Stone Park. www.fortstockton.org 432/336-2264 

MIDLAND: Christmas at the Mansion December 1-29.  
Museum of the Southwest. http://museumsw.org 432/683-2882 

MONAHANS: Christmas and Chili Market December 1.  
www.monahans.org 432/943-2187 

MONAHANS: Christmas Tour of Homes December 8.  
www.monahans.org 432/943-2187 

PRESIDIO: Living on the Land: Big Bend State Park Hike 
December 1. Big Bend State Park. www.cdri.org 432/364-2499 

GULF COAST 
ALVIN: Home for the Holidays Christmas Festival 
December 1. Historic Depot Centre and National Oak Park.  
www.alvintexas.org 281/585-3359 

BAYTOWN: Christmas on Texas Avenue Street Festival 
December 8. www.christmas-on-texas-avenue.com 281/427-2222 

BEAUMONT: Christmas at the McFaddin-Ward House 
December 1-30. www.mcfaddin-ward.org 409/832-1906

THE LODGE 
8 Uniquely Styled Guest Rooms r 
Organic Bedding 
Large Bathrooms 
Original Artwork 
Fresh Baked Cookies Each Evening 
Outdoor Living Rooms 

CATTAILS MERCANTILE STORE 
Artwork 
Furniture 
Spa Products 
Home Accessories 
Men and Women's Wear 
Coffee & Wines 

22996 Highway 60 I Matagorda, Texas 
979-863-7737
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Texas Horned Toads 
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Horned Toad - Horned Frog - Horny Toad - Horned Lizard 

(800) 667-5574 www.hornedlizardcreations.com 
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Traveler

BISHOP: Christmas in the Park December 7. City Park.  
www.bishoptx.com 361/584-2214 

BROWNSVILLE: Holiday Village December 1-January 1.  
Dean Porter Park. www.holidayvillage.cob.us 956/546-2646 

CLEAR LAKE AREA: Christmas Boat Lane Parade 
December 8. www.clearlakearea.com 281/488-7676 

CLUTE: Christmas in the Park December 6-8. Clute 
Municipal Park. 979/265-8392 

EL CAMPO: Christmas Mall December 1. El Campo Civic 
Center. www.elcampochamber.com 979/543-2713 

FREEPORT: Holiday on the Brazos December 6. Freeport 
Municipal Park. www.freeport.tx.us 979/233-6061 

FULTON: Christmas in Fulton December 12-14.361/729-5533 

HARLINGEN: Christmas Parade December 7. Downtown 
on Jackson Street. www.rgvjaycees.com 956/639-1777 

HOUSTON: Yuletide: Holiday Time at Bayou Bend 
December 1-January 1. www.mfah.org/bayoubend 

HOUSTON: Candlelight Tour December 7-8. Sam 
Houston Park. www.heritagesociety.org 713/655-1912 

HUMBLE: Trade Days December 1-2. Humble Civic Center.  
www.humblecc.com 281/446-4140 

INGLESIDE: Renaissance Faire December 8-9. Live Oak 
Park. www.inglesidetxchamber.org 361/776-2906 

KEMAH: Jingle on the Boardwalk December 1. Kemah 
Boardwalk. www.kemahboardwalk.com 281/334-9880 

KEMAH: Annual Christmas Boat Lane Parade 
December 8. www.kemahboardwalk.com 281/334-9880 

NEDERLAND: Christmas on the Avenue December 1.  
Boston Avenue. www.nederlandtx.com 409/722-0279 

ORANGE: Holiday Exhibit Celebration December 15,18.  
Stark Museum of Art. www.starkmuseum.org 409/886-2787 

PORT ARANSAS: Carolers Afloat/Boat Lighting 
Parade December 1. www.portaransas.org 800/452-6278 

PORT ARTHUR: Lighted Holiday Parade December 8.  
Downtown. 409/983-8105 

PORT ISABEL/SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Christmas 
Lighted Boat Parade December 1. www.portisabel.org 
956/943-2262 

PORT LAVACA: Christmas on Main Street December 8.  
Main Street. www.portlavacatx.org 361/552-2959 

ROCKPORT: Rockport Tropical Christmas Festival 
and Christmas Tour of Historic Homes December 1.  
www.rockport-fulton.org 361/729-6445 

ROSENBERG: Christmas in Rosenberg December 1.  
www.rosenbergevents.com 832/595-3525 

SAN BENITO: Market Days December 15. Plaza de San 
Benito. www.cityofsanbenito.com 956/399-5321 

SPRING: Home For The Holidays December 1-24.  
Weekends. www.oldtownspring.com 800/653-8696 

STAFFORD: Heart of Texas Arts and Crafts Show 
December 7-9. www.heartoftexasshow.com 281/304-0160 

SUGAR LAND: New Year's Eve Celebration December 31.  
www.sugarlandtx.gov/parks-recreation 281/275-2885 

TOMBALL: German Christmas Market and Festival 
December 7-9. www.tomballgermanfest.org 281/379-6844 

VICTORIA: Lighted Christmas Parade December 1.  
Downtown. www.victoriatx.org 361/485-3200 
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VICTORIA: Market Day December 15. DeLeon Plaza.  
www.victoriatx.org 361/485-3200 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: Chuy's Christmas Parade December 1. Congress 
Avenue. www.chuysparade.com 

AUSTIN: IHave Seen the Future:Norman Bel Geddes 
DesignsAmerica December 1-January 6. www.hrc.utexas.edu 

AUSTIN: Armadillo Christmas Bazaar December 12-24.  
www.armadillobazaar.com 512/477-1605 

BANDERA: Shopper's Jubilee December 7. Downtown.  
www.banderabusinessassociation.com 830/796-4447 

BANDERA: Cowboy Campfire Christmas December 8.  
www.banderabusinessassociation.com 800/364-3833 

BOERNE: Dickens on Main December 1. Historic down
town area. www.dickensonmain.com 888/500-0890 

BOERNE: Boerne Christmas Market Days December 15
16. Main Plaza. www.boernemarketdays.com 210/844-8193 

BRADY: Christmas in the Heart December 7. Richards 
Park. www.bradytx.com 325/597-3491 

BUDA: Buda Fest December 1-2. www.budafest.org 
512/422-7863 

BURNET: Christmas on the Square December 8. At 229 
S. Pierce. www.burnetchamber.org 512/756-4297 

CASTROVILLE: Old-Fashioned Christmas December 
7-8. Houston Square. www.castroville.com 830/538-3142 

FREDERICKSBURG: Holiday Tour of Homes December 1.  
Pioneer Museum. www.pioneermuseum.net 830/997-2835 

FREDERICKSBURG: St. Nikolausmarkt December 7-8.  
www.stnikolausmarkt.com 888/997-3600 or 830/997-6523 

FREDERICKSBURG: USO-Style Hangar Dance 
December 31. www.hangarhotel.com 830/997-9990 

GOLDTHWAITE: Light Up Goldthwaite December 
1-January 1. City Park. www.goldthwaite.biz 325/648-3619 

GRUENE: Town Lighting and Pony Express Ride 
December 1. Gruene Historic District. www.gruenetexas.com 

JOHNSON CITY: Lights Spectacular, Hill Country Style 
December 1-January 1. www.tex-fest.com/regional 

KERRVILLE: Texas Furniture Makers' Show December 1
9. www.kacckerrville.com 830/895-2911 

KERRVILLE: Dog Agility Competition December 8-9.  
www.hillcountryagility.com 830/792-4728 

LAMPASAS: Carol of Lights December 1. 512/556-7468 

LLANO: Christmas Market Day, Lighted Christmas 
Parade and Home Tour December 1. www.llanochamber.  
org 325/247-5354 

LUCKENBACH: New Year's Eve in Luckenbach 
December 31. www.luckenbachtexas.com 830/997-3224 

MARBLE FALLS: Walkway of Lights December 1-January 
2. Lakeside Park. www.marblefalls.org 830/693-4449 

NEW BRAUNFELS: Christmas Tour of Homes December 1.  
830/237-4691 or 830/237-8463 

NEW BRAUNFELS: Wassailfest December 6. Downtown.  
www.nbtexas.org 830/221-4350 

PFLUGERVILLE: Holidays at Heritage Park December 
14. Heritage Park. www.pflugervilletx.gov 512/990-6355 

[continued on page 60 0
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It's easy to order 
from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

"NiNE: www.texashighways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

Y 1"800-839-4997 (903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. " Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. " Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

B L Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558 

DEC 12TH



NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO 418 NAPLES FL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

Texas Highways 
PO BOX 413050 
NAPLES FL 34101-6832

III" IIII IIII IIIII|| II'I"I'l l| 'll |l ll l ll illhll I hI jIhIll 'l 

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO 418 NAPLES FL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

Texas Highways 
PO BOX 413050 
NAPLES FL 34101-6832

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII" I'll'lI.IlI bIIIIIIIIIIlIl lIIII

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER 
Name 

Street Address 

city State Zip 

Daytime Phone Number ( ) 
(In case we have questions regarding your order)

Z Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: ] Visa Q MasterCard 
L American Express 

Card number

Expiration date

Signature
Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8558 
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Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 

Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 
SUBTOTAL 

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  
TOTAL

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99.......$18.95 
$200.00 + ................ $21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. - For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside 
the continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax 
to your subtotal.



Wild about Texas Ornament 
A hand-painted wildflower bouquet 
blooms across a 3-inch globe.  
Caption: "Wild about Texas...2012" 
Item 39506...$15.95

TEXAS STYLE

Decoupage Flag Ornament 
Big and bright, flag-style ornament 
will add a little Texas to your holiday 
tree. Four-inch diameter.  

Item 39507.......$12.95

Santa's Lasso Cards 
"Cowboy Santa" wishes eve yone 
a happy holiday and best wishes for 
the new year. 18 cards and envelopes.  
5 x 7 inches.  
Item 35525...$10.95

I

Keep Texas Beautiful Ornament 
This year's collectors' ornament cele
brates Texas music. See the entire 
collection at www.texashighways.com.  

Item 39409.......$21.95 

Boot and Armadillo Cards 
Have an armadilly of a Christmas is 
the seasonal greeting in this fun Texas
inspired card. 18 cards and envelopes.  
5 x 7 inches.  

Item 35524.......$10.95 

at the 

Texas Hiwa s 
GIFT SHOP

To order, call 1-800-839-4997 (903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

or visit www.texashighways.com 
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I Love Texas Tote 
Large 18 x 18 inch tote is durable, moisture 
and fade-resistant. 100% polyester.  

Item 37420.......$24.95 

Texas Etched Mug 
Large mug is perfect for morning brew.  
Etched lettering over colorful Texas scenes. 18 oz. I 
Item 37339.......$11.95

Birds of Texas - Falcon Field Guide 
180 bird species with illustrations, detailed 
descriptions, prominent features and natural 
habitats. 95 pages, color, soft cover.  

Item 36529.......$9.95

Texas Flag Terry Pullover 
Warm and stylish, 4-button terry pull-over with 
Texas flag embroidery. Cotton/poly blend.  
Machine wash. Men's sizes: SM-2X 

Item 38505.......$42.95

Oilfield Camo Cap 
A fun and unique nod to camouflage, this cap 
is designed using icons rom oilfields. Texas 
embroidery on the front competes the camo look.  

Item 38736.......$18.95
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"Cowhide" Throw 
Snuggle under this super-soft throw designed 
with a cowhide look. Soft chenille on reverse 
side. 48 x 48 inches. Machine wash.  

Item 37827.......$49.95 

Lil Texan Zipper Hoodie 
Perfect to keep your little ones warm.  
Poly/cotton blend. Machine wash.  
Toddler sizes: T2-T4. In cherry or blue.  

Item 38506.......$22.95 Cherry 
Item 38507.......$22.95 Blue

Lucky the Texas Longhorn 
Follow Lucky as he encounters other 
Texas creatures during his travels across 
the Lone Star State. 32 pages, color, 
soft cover.  

Item 36804.......$12.95

Lil Wrangler Tee 
All dressed up and ready to roam, the 
kids will look great in our silkscreened tees.  
100% cotton, machine wash.  
Youth sizes: XS-LG. Available with 
little boy on navy or little girl on pink.  

Item 38291.......$14.95 Girl/Pink 
Item 38292.......$14.95 Boy/Navy 

Texas Heart Tee 
Fun fashion tee for the junior miss. Tapered
cut with cap sleeve. 100% pre-shrunk cotton.  
Machine wash. Junior sizes: SM-1X 

Item 38285.......$19.95

Three ways to order: 
BY PHONE: Call 800-839-4997 

(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

ONLINE: Go to www.texashighways.com 
BY MAIL: Please use the order form inside this issue. Send com
pleted form, along with payment, including shipping and sales tax to: 
Texas Highways, PO Box 8558, Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558

Visa, MasterCard, American Express
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THERE'S NO BETTER PLACE 
TO SPEND CHRISTMAS.  

, up 

i 

1 4

December 1 & 2, 2012, 2-6 p.m.  
For info call 830-672-6532 . 888-672-1095 

www.gonzalestexas.com 
Gonzales Historic Homes Association 

Proceeds go to historic preservation projects.  

6th Annual Parade of Lights 
Nov. 30 7:00 pm, Downtown Gonzales 

Santa's Market - Arts & Crafts 
Nov 306: pm-9:0 pm 
Dec. 1, 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

Gonzales Pioneer Village 
"Stars inthe Village" 

Nov. 30-Dec.1 & 
Dec. 7-8, 6:00-9:00

traveler continued from page 56] 

TH SPOTLIGHT Remember 
Schlitterbahn's heated 

hitando sean! 

TH TRAVELER IS GALVESTON ISLAND-BOUND FOR THE HOLIDAYS. ON 
November 23 at 6 p.m., the Christmas Tree Lighting at Hotel Galvez illuminates the 
hotel's front lawn and surrounding tropical palms. A horse-drawn carriage delivers 
Santa to hear children's gift wishes, while a photographer snaps photos for their 
memory books. The inaugural Lasers, Lights and Magic in the Park celebration kicks 
off November 24 at 6 p.m. in Saengerfest Park and continues daily through the end of 
December. You can send text messages to make it snow (yes, bursts of real snow are 
cued up by a five-digit number), while you enjoy holiday-themed laser-light shows 
and holiday lights synchronized to music.  

Have the new "Passport to Holiday Magic" stamped at five or more holiday 
events on the island to be eligible for giveaways. Other festivities include the Santa 
Hustle (above), Dickens on the Strand, Festival of Lights at Moody Gardens, and 
Magical Parties with Disney to celebrate the addition of the Disney Magic cruise to 
the Port of Galveston. For details, visit www.galveston.com/holidaymagic.

SAN MARCOS: Face to Face: Portraits from the 
Photography Collection December 1-April 11. www.the 
wittliffcollections.txstate.edu 512/245-2313 

SAN SABA: Christmas on the Square and Lighted Parade 
December 8. www.sansabachamber.com 325/372-5141 

SATTLER: Canyon Lake Christmas Parade and CENTEX 
Wing Flyover December 8. On F.M. 2673. www.clnoonlions.  
com 830/964-2461 

STONEWALL: LBJ Tree Lighting December 16. www.  
tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/lyndon-b-johnson 830/644
2252 ext. 222 

TAYLOR: Christmas Parade of Lights and Craft Bazaar 
December 1. www.taylorchamber.org 512/352-6364 

WIMBERLEY: Market Day December 1. Lions Pavilion.  
www.shopmarketdays.com 512/847-2201 

WIMBERLEY: EmilyAnn Trail of Lights December 1-31.  
The Emily Ann Theatre. www.emilyann.org 512/847-6969

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: Craftapalooza and Junk Market December 8.  
Abilene Civic Center. www.montagefestivals.com 

ALBANY: Cell Series Featured Artist: Carol Benson 
December 1-January 20. www.theoldjailartcenter.org 
325/762-2269 

AMARILLO: Christmas in the Gardens December 1-8.  
www.amarillobotanicalgardens.org 806/352-6513 

AMARILLO: Zoo Lights Safari December 7-8,14-15, 
19-22. www.amarillozoo.org 806/381-7911 

BIG SPRING: Christmas Parade and Christmas on Main 
Street December 1. www.bigspringherald.com 432/263-7331 

BIG SPRING: Comanche Trail Festival of Lights 
December 15-31. www.ctfol.com 432/263-8235 

CHILDRESS: Christmas in the Park December 1-31. Fair 
Park. 940/937-2567
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COLORADO CITY: Festival of Trees December 1.  
www.coloradocitychamberofcommerce.com 325/728-3403 

EDEN: Christmas on the Square December 6. Downtown.  
www.edentexas.com 325/869-3336 

HENRIETTA: Clay County Christmas December 1.  
www.claycountyoutdoors.org 940/538-5261 

LEVELLAND: Christmas on the Square December 6.  
www.levelland.com 806/894-9079 

LUBBOCK: Texas Tech Carol of Lights December 
1-January 1. Texas Tech University campus. www.ttu.edu 

LUBBOCK: Candlelight at the Ranch December 7-8.  
www.nrhc.ttu.edu 806/742-0498 

LUBBOCK: Santa Land December 10-23. Mackenzie Park.  
www.playlubbock.com 

POST: Post City Trade Day and Lighted Christmas 
Parade December 1. www.postcitytexas.com 806/559-0835 

QUANAH: Christmas Festival and Lighted Parade 
December 1. www.quanahnet.com 940/663-2222 

SAN ANGELO: Santa's Santa Fe Christmas December 1-29.  
http://railwaymuseumsanangelo.homestead.com 325/657-4880 

SAN ANGELO: Christmas at Old Fort Concho December 
7-9. www.fortconcho.com 325/481-2646 

STAMFORD: Texas Cowboy Christmas on the Square 
December 1. Downtown. www.stamfordcoc.org 325/773-2411 

VERNON: Christmas on the Western Trail December 8.  
Wilbarger County Courthouse. 940/553-3766 

WICHITA FALLS: Candlelight Tours at the Kell House 
December 22. Historic Kell House Museum. 940/723-2712 

WOLFFORTH: The Polar Express Train Ride December 1
3, 5-10,12-23, 27-30. www.westtexaspolarexpressride.com 
877/726-7245 

PINEY WOODS 
ATLANTA: Christmas in the Park December 14-15.  
Atlanta State Park. 903/796-6476 

CLEVELAND: Hometown Christmas December 1.  
Downtown. www.clevelandtexas.com 281/592-2395 

CONROE: Annual Christmas Celebration December 8.  
Heritage Place. www.cityofconroe.org 936/522-3200 

GRAPELAND: Christmas in Grapeland December 1. Main 
Street. 936/687-5270 

HENDERSON: Christmas Home Tour December 1.  
www.hendersontx.com 903/657-5528 

HUNTSVILLE: Downtown Christmas Fair December 1.  
www.huntsvilletx.gov 936/295-2150 

HUNTSVILLE: Journey Through Bethlehem December 1.  
www.journeythroughbethlehem.org 936/439-5899 

JACKSONVILLE: Christmas Parade and Lighting of Hazel 
Tilton Park December 6. www.jacksonvilletexas.com 
903/586-2217 

JEFFERSON: Candlelight Tour of Homes December 1, 
6-8. www.historicjeffersonfoundation.com 903/665-7064 

JEFFERSON: Rail of Lights Christmas Train December 
6-9,13-16,20-24. www.railoflights.com 866/398-2038 

KILGORE: Snow Hill Festival December 7-8. At Kilgore 
and Main streets. www.kilgorechamber.com 903/984-5022

LONGVIEW: Trade Days December 8-9. Maude Cobb 
Exhibit Building. 903/753-4478 

LUFKIN: Festival of Trees December 1-January 2. Museum 
of East Texas. www.metlufkin.org 936/639-4434 

LUFKIN: Evening in Old Bethlehem December 7-8.  
www.lufkinfirst.com 936/639-3141 

MAGNOLIA: Hometown Christmas December 7-8.  
www.magnoliatexas.org 281/356-1488 

MOUNT PLEASANT: Christmas Extravaganza and 
Parade December 1. www.mtpleasanttx.com 903/572-8567 

NACOGDOCHES: Nine Flags Festival December 1-8.  
http://nineflags.visitnacogdoches.org 888/653-3788 

TEXARKANA: Main Street Texarkana Christmas Parade 
December 3. www.mainstreettexarkana.org 903/277-4603 

THE WOODLANDS: Winter Wonderland and the 
Woodlands Ice Rink December 1-January 21. www.holiday 
inthewoodlands.com 877/963-2447 

TYLER:'Twas the Lights Before Christmas December 
7-9,13-16. www.parkofeasttexas.com 903/597-2501 

WINNSBORO: Holiday Show December 1-2, 7-9.  
www.winnsborocenterforthearts.com 903/342-0686 

WOODVILLE: Christmas in Tyler County December 1.  
Downtown. www.tylercountychamber.com 409/283-2632 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
ARLINGTON: Christkindl Market December 1-15. Around 
Rangers Ballpark. www.arlingtonchristkindl.com 817/265-7721 

ATHENS: Christmas Park Land of Lights December 
1-January 2. www.athenstx.org 888/294-2847 

BASTROP: River of Lights December 1-January 1.  
www.lostpineschristmasbastroptx.com 512/303-0558 

BASTROP: Christmas Sale-a-bration and Parade on Main 
Street December 8. www.lostpineschristmasbastroptx.com 

BELLVILLE: Market Day on the Square December 1.  
Downtown. www.bellville.com 979/865-3407 

BELLVILLE: Small-Town Christmas December 1. Historic 
courthouse square. www.smalltownchristmas.org 

BELTON: Old Fashion Christmas December 8.  
www.downtownbelton.com 254/939-5699 

BURTON: Christmas at the Depot and Country Homes 
Tour December 2. www.burtonheritagesociety.org 
979/353-0050 

CALDWELL: Old-Fashioned Christmas on the Square 
December 7-8. www.burlesoncountytx.com 979/567-0000 

CANTON: First Monday Trade Days December 1-2.  
www.visitcantontx.com 877/462-7467 or 903/567-1849 

CHAPPELL HILL: Holiday Home Tour and Teddy Bear 
Parade December 8. www.chappellhillmuseum.org 
979/836-6033 

CLEBURNE: Whistle-Stop Christmas Light Display 
December 1-31. www.cleburnechamber.com 817/645-2455 

CLIFTON: Norwegian Country Christmas Tour 
December 1. www.visitclifton.org 800/344-3720 

COMANCHE: Old Cora's Christmas December 7-9.  
www.comanchechamber.org 325/356-3233 

DALLAS: Children's Medical Center Holiday Parade 
December 1. www.childrens.com/parade 214/456-8360

Geor2e BoutW11's 
20.13 T ex Classic 

Cafe endar 
Blue Bonnet Cafe, Bumet Texas V

21, 22..,. 2.. 10... 11... 12.  

21. 21 - 22. 20.... 1 2 1- 2

Tip Top Cafe, San Antonio, Texas A 
Elite Cafe, Waco, Texas V

vty 2U15 '.alendar features 12 of my 
Watercolors of 12 of Texas' Famous 
Classic Cafes, 1 each month! 
The Calendar measures 15"x 20", it's 
printed on Heavy Acid Free Paper 
(Suitable for Framing) and wire 
bound with lots of room for notes.  
Order Yours Today! 
$10 each +Tax & $3.50 Shipping or 
order more for less! (16-30 $9 ea.) 
(31-75 $8 ea.) (76-150 $7 ea.) (151-300 $6ea.) 
(over 300 $5 ea.) Order 40 or more and 
you can have your business name or 
message printed at the bottom for FREE! 

Call us Toll Free! 1-800-243-4316 
between 9AM & 5PM Weekdays.  

George Boutwell, 
3083 Highway 6, Clifton, Tx 76634 
Fax 1-254-675-6674 
WEBSITE: www.gboutwell.com 

"2006 Official Texas State Artist" 
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Things are Hot in Central Texas! 

November 30th -December 2nd 

Christmas Tree Lighting 
Krist Kindl Markt 
Christmas Parade 

HOT Bowl 

A weekend filled with great family 
fun and excitement! 

Make plans to stay the weekend 
at one of our friendly, clean 

and comfortable hotels.  

www.copperascove.com 
254-547-7571 

Copperas Cove 
Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau 

The FrontDoor ofhe Ciy

ANGLi

M -KETDAYS .  

March November 

Traveler

THE FRESHLY RESTORED HARRISON COUNTY COURTHOUSE IN MARSHALL 
pulsates nightly with 150,000 lights synched to sounds of the holidays during the town's 
annual Wonderland of Lights Festival, November 21 through December 31 (closed Dec.  
24). The shows run on the hour and half-hour (6 to 9:30 p.m.) with the 7 p.m. performance 
segueing into a 45-minute live show called "Holiday Traditions." During the 40-day 
festival, the courthouse square boasts an outdoor ice-skating rink, a Texas-sized snow 
globe, and an 11-foot-high ridable rocking horse. New this year is the family-friendly 
Wonderland Village, featuring kids' activities and animated elves in the North Pole Play 
Land, as well as a trackless train ride, inflatable mountain, and obstacle course.  

Enjoy the goings-on from atop a double-decker bus or a horse-drawn carriage, or 
as part of a driving tour through downtown and nearby decorated neighborhoods.  
The downtown festival concludes on New Year's Eve with a countdown to midnight 
and ball drop. Call 903/702-7777; www.visitmarshalltexas.org.

DALLAS: Small Houses of GreatArtists December 1-31.  
www.dallasarboretum.org 214/515-6500 

DALLAS: Sculpture in So Many Words: Text Pieces 1960
80 December 1-January 13. www.nashersculpturecenter.org 

DALLAS: Lone Star State Classic Dog Show December 
7-9. www.lonestarstateclassic.com 214/655-6181 

DENISON: Holiday Lights Tour December 1-30. Loy Lake 
Park. www.cityofdenison.com 

ELGIN: Holiday by the Tracks December 1. www.elgintx.  
com/holiday 512/281-5724 

FARMERS BRANCH: Christmas Tour of Lights December 
1-31. www.farmersbranch.info 972/919-2620 

FARMERSVILLE: Farmers & Fleas Market December 1.  
Historic Onion Shed. www.farmersvilletx.com 972/782-6533 

FLATONIA: Christmas in Flatonia December 8.  
www.flatoniachamber.org 361/865-3920

FORT WORTH: Christmas in the Stockyards December 1.  
www.stockyardsstation.com 817/625-9715 

FORT WORTH: To SeeAsArtistsSee:American Art from 
The Phillips Collection December 1-January 6. www.carter 
museum.org 817/989-5067 

FORT WORTH: Titanic The Artifact Exhibition Decemper1
March 24. www.fwmuseum.org 817/255-9300 

FRISCO: Christmas in the Square December 1-January 6.  
www.friscosquare.com/cits 469/633-1721 

GAINESVILLE: Holiday on the Square December 13-14.  
www.gainesvillemainstreet.com 940/665-2831 

GARLAND: Christmas on the Square December 6.  
www.christmasonthesquare.com 972/205-2749 

GATESVILLE: Holiday Hayride December 13-14.  
www.gatesvilletx.info 254/865-2617 

GLEN ROSE: Holiday Around the Rim December 8. Fossil 
Rim Wildlife Center. 254/897-2960
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GONZALES: Santa's Market December 1. www.city 
ofgonzales.org/MainStreet 830/672-6532 

GONZALES: Stars in the Village December 1, 7-8.  
Gonzales Pioneer Village Living History Center.  
www.gonzalestexas.com 830/672-6532 

GRANBURY: Candlelight Tour of Homes December 1-2.  
www.granburysquare.com 817/573-5299 

GRAND PRAIRIE: Prairie Lights Drive-Through Holiday 
Light Display December 1-31. www.prairielights.org 

GRAPEVINE: ICE! and Lone Star Christmas December 1
January 1. www.gaylordtexan.com 817/410-3185 

GRAPEVINE: Christmas on Main December 1-2, 7-9,14-16, 
21-23. www.grapevinetexasusa.com/christmas 817/410-8136 

HONEY GROVE: Christmas on the Square December 1.  
Downtown square. 903/378-7211 

HUBBARD: Magnolias and Mistletoe Christmas Cele
bration December 1. www.hubbardcity.com 254/576-2521 

IRVING: Faces of Classical Music: Photographs by 
William McEwen December 1-January 27. www.irving 
artscenter.com 972/252-7558 

LA GRANGE: Trail of Lights December 1, 7-8,14-15.  
Monument Hill and Kreische Brewery State Historic Site, 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/monument-hill-kreische
brewery 979/968-5658 

LEDBETTER: Christmas Lane of Lights December 1, 7-8, 
14-15, 21-22. www.ledbetterschristmaslaneoflights.com 
979/249-3729 

LOCKHART: A Dickens Christmas in Lockhart December 1.  
http://lockhartchamber.com/Dickens.htm 512/398-2818 

LULING: Lighted Yule Trail December 1-January 1. Davis 
Street. www.lulingmainstreet.com 830/875-3214 ext. 3 

MCKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days December 14-16.  
At 4550 W. University. www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MESQUITE: Christmas in the Park December 6-8.  
www.cityofmesquite.com/pard 972/216-6260 

MESQUITE: Mesquite Pro Rodeo December 28-29.  
www.mesquiteprorodeo.com 972/285-8777 

MOUNT VERNON: Christmas Festival December 1.  
Downtown. www.franklincountytx.com 903/537-4365 

NOCONA: Tommy Alverson Cowboy Christmas Ball 
December 7. www.nocona-nights.org 940/825-3526 

PALESTINE: "The Polar Express" Train Ride December 1
29. www.texasstaterr.com 888/987-2461 

PLANO: Dickens in Historic Downtown Plano December 7.  
www.planoparks.org 972/941-7250 

ROUND TOP: Christmas in Winedale December 8.  
www.cah.utexas.edu 979/249-4042 

SALADO: Christmas Stroll and Parade December 1-2,7,9.  
www.salado.com 254/947-5040 

SEGUIN: Christmas Home Tours December 1-2.  
www.visitseguin.com 830/401-0810 

SMITHVILLE: Festival of Lights December 1. At Main and 
First streets. www.smithvilletx.org 512/237-2313 

THE COLONY: Holiday in the Park and Parade of Lights 
December 1. www.visitthecolonytx.com 877/264-4386 

WACO: Big Red's 75th Anniversary Exhibit December 
1-February 28. www.drpeppermuseum.com 254/757-1024

WAXAHACHIE: Bethlehem Revisited December 1-2, 7-9.  
www.waxahachiecvb.com 972/937-2390 

WEATHERFORD: Christmas on the Square December 1.  
Downtown. www.christmas-on-the-square.com 817/596-3801 

WEIMAR: Down-Home Christmas December 6.  
Downtown. www.weimartexas.org 979/725-9511 

WHITNEY: Christmas Bazaar and Lighted Christmas 
Parade December 8. www.lakewhitneychamber.com 
254/694-2540 

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
BEEVILLE: WinterFest December 1. Bee County Expo 
Center. 361/358-3267 

EAGLE PASS: Christmas/Festival de Luces December 7.  
San Juan Plaza. 830/773-4343 

GOLIAD: Market Day December 8. Town square, at Market 
and End streets. www.goliadcc.org

MCALLEN: Benini: New Masterworks December 1-January 
20. www.imasonline.org 956/682-0123 

MCALLEN: Candlelight Posada December 8. Archer Park.  
www.mcallencvb.com 956/682-2871 

PEARSALL: Country Christmas and Parade December 7.  
Fireman's Park. 830/334-9414 

SAN ANTONIO: Tamales! At Pearl-A Holiday Family 
Festival December 1. http://atpearl.com 210/212-7260 

SAN ANTONIO: Hecho a Mano Fine Arts and Crafts 
Market December 1-2. www.guadalupeculturalarts.org 

SAN ANTONIO: Mummies of the World December 1
January 27. www.wittemuseum.org 210/357-1900 

SAN ANTONIO: Celebrate San Antonio December 31.  
www.saparksfoundation.org/celebrate sa.html 210/225-5851 

WESLACO: Mid-Valley Lighted Christmas Parade 
December 7. www.weslaco.com 956/968-2102

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 
800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  
To submit event information: www.texashighways.com and go to Events, Submit 
Event Listing; e-mail: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, 
Austin 78714-1009. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; s 
Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep. 1.  

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION (required by 39 USC 3685) filed October 1, 
2012, for TEXAS HIGHWAYS magazine, publication number 404349, published monthly, 12 issues annually for an 
annual subscription price of $19.95, by the Texas Department of Transportation, P.O. Box 141009, Austin, Travis 
County, Texas 78714-1009, contact person Lucia Cordova, telephone 512/486-5894, located at 150 East Riverside Drive, 
Austin, Travis County, Texas 78704. Publisher: Charles Lohrmann, P.O. Box 141009, Austin, Travis County, Texas 
78714-1009. Editor: Jill Lawless, P.O. Box 141009, Austin, Texas 78714-1009. P.O. Box 141009, Austin, Texas 78714-1009.  

Owner: Texas Department of Transportation, 125 East 11th Street, Austin, Texas 78701-2483. Known bondholders, 
mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities: None. The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of this organization and the exempt status for federal income 
tax purposes have not changed during the preceding 12 months.  

Publication Title: Texas Highways Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: October 2012 
Average No. Copies Each Issue During No. Copies of Single Issue 

Extent and Nature of Circulation Preceding 12 Months Published Nearest to Filing Date 
A. Total No. Copies (Net Press Run) 210,102 206,277 
1. Paid/Requested Outside-County Mail Subscriptions 

Stayed on Form 3s41 137,412 134,008 

and Other Non-USPS Paid Distribution 18,654 17,324 
C.T tal Psid and/sr Requested Circulation 156,066 151,332 

Samples, Complimentary, and Other Free 
t. Outside-County as Stated on rorm 354t 42.788 41,104 

E. Free Distribution Outside the Mail (Carriers or other means) 2,342 3,632 
F. Total Free Distribution (Sum of 15D and 15E) 45,130 44,736 

C.Total Distribution (Sum of 15C and 15F) 201,196 196,068 
H. Copies Not Distributed 8,906 10,229 
I. TOTAL (Sum of 15G and 15H), 210,102 206,277 
J. Paid Digital Copies 607 607 
K. TOTAL (Priotand Digital) 210,709 206,884 
Percent Paid and/or Requested Circulation (15C/15Gx100) 78% 77% 
Publication of Statement of Ownership Required. Will be printed in the December 2012 issue of this publication.  

I certify that the statements made by me above are correct and complete: 
Signed Lucia Cordova, Business Manager 

I certify that al information furnished on this form is true and complete I understand that anyone who furnishes false or misleading information on this form or who omits materalc or infraios requested on the form may be subject to criminal sanctions (including fines and imprisonment) and/or civil sanctions (including multiple 
dECEMBE and civig penalties).  
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TheayftipperTM WITH CHET GARNER

The King 
of Killeen 
FOR THOUSANDS, Killeen is a place you 
get stationed, not a place you vacation. How

ever, those who visit will find a culinary and 

military escape that takes visitors back in 

history and around the world-all without 

leaving Central Texas.  

9:00 a.m. I don't nor- I our soldiers both at 

mally start my day trips I and around the wo 

driving past armored guards I 1:00 p.m. W 
and security checkpoints, but / Elvis-inspire 
it's a necessary step when I nut-butter-and-ban 
visiting Fort Hood, one of the I which would have hi 
largest military installations in I Iopted instead to e 
the free world. Established in I Killeen's internatio 
1942, today this Army post I scene. Fort Hood s 
is home to more than 47,000 I often traveled the 
enlisted soldiers and their fam- I returned with very 
lies. In 1958, it housed Elvis I eled tastes. As a re 
Presley, who was stationed ( offers foods from a 
here before his time in Ger- I the globe. I had 
many. Most of Fort Hood is I lunch at Taiwan 
open to the public with a pass, I 

' Dragon, a Killeen 
and there are two museums institution with 
that civilians can enjoy: the 3d | not only great 
Cavalry Regiment Museum, I n only ut Chinese food, but 
which recounts this regiment's I 

also walls covered 
early days in Texas along the .  

in photographs 
rugged frontier, all the way to incphorosrnghs 

its recent service in Iraq; and comprising a 

the 1st Cavalry Museum, with veritable "Who's 
Who" of Fort Hood 

exhibits showing "America's I 
First Team" in action during t pictures of curry 

World War II, Korea, Vietnam, I past generals was 

Iraq, and most recently Afghan- I fun as eating my p1 

istan. Outside each museum I General Tso's Chic 

sit fields of tanks, helicopters, I ( , 2:00 p.m. I 
and military vehicles that I streets of Do 
only reinforced the magnitude I leen (currently und 

of war for me. I left with a re- I streetscaping proje 
newed sense of respect for I the blocks of historic

WELCOME 
CORPS & Pon TOOD 
"' H E1 Q F R r' L A _ D"oi-**

Fort Hood 

rld.  

While an 

d fried pea
ana sand

t the spot, 
xplore 
nal food 
soldiers have 
world and 

well-trav

sult, Killeen 
II over

Conta 
Greate 

Cham 
Comr 

254/52 
www.gk

. Browsing 

ent and 
almost as 
ate of tasty 
ken.  

cruised the 

wntown Kil
ergoing a 
ct). I drove 

storefronts

I and detoured past Elvis' one-time 

I residence on Oakhill Drive. No 

I surprise, there were dozens of 

I surplus stores open for business.  

2:30 p.m. On a whim, 
I stopped into Surplus 

City to find neat and tidy aisles 

very different from the typical 

surplus stores I'm used to. In 

Killeen, surplus stores are for 

real soldiers, not just hobby
ists, collectors, and costume 

mongers like me. I wandered 

the aisles of au
thentic clothes, 

ct the boots, and acces

r Killeen sories, grabbing 
iber of everything I need

merce, ed to prepare for 
6-9551; my next mission.  
:cc.com. 3:30 p.m.  

Donning 
s my new fatigues, 
I I headed into combat (well, 
pretend combat) on the fields 

I of Comanche Badlandz Paint
ball, which features multiple 

arenas where visitors can ex
perience the challenge of war
fare without the risk. How

ever, the first paintball to my 

chest confirmed that there 

is still some sting in this bat

tie. After a few hours, I had

tasted victory ... and defeat.  

6:30 p.m. Paintball 
can certainly build an 

appetite. To return to Killeen's 

culinary melting pot, I head
ed to C&H Hawaiian Grill, 
owned by island natives 
Hensan and Cora Timo, who 
moved to Killeen when their 
sons were stationed at Fort 
Hood. Even though it was 

dinnertime, I ordered a tradi

tional Hawaiian plate lunch 

overflowing with kalua pork, 
chicken katsu, and the staple 

sides of white rice and maca

roni salad. In a single bite, 
I was transported from the 
Lone Star State to the Aloha 
State, and all I could say to the 
owners was mahalo (thank 

you) for coming to Killeen.  

IF YOU'RE READY to expe
rience military history, paint

ball battlefields, or interna
tional foods, Killeen offers a 
world of options. And if the 
town was good enough for 
The King, then it's definitely 
good enough for me. So, 
whether you follow my foot
steps or forge your own path, I 

hope to see you on the road. Tm
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Window on Texas 
Photograph by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

LIGHTING THE DOUGHBOYS A fall performance by the Light Crust Doughboys 
at Pocket Sandwich Theatre paired one of Dallas' longest-operating theaters with 
the most enduring Western-Swing group from the area. Taking photographs at a live 
concert can be tricky, but Texas Highways Photography Editor Griff Smith shares a 
tip on how to use both available lighting and flash. "The key is balancing ambient 
light with flash," Smith says. "Stage lighting can often cast shadows on the artists' 
eyes and faces, so using a strobe flash on low power provides the kiss of light need
ed to open up these shadows, without overpowering the ambience of the venue." 

This is part of an ongoing series of tips and videos on taking better photos with 
point-and-shoot cameras. If you missed any, all are at texashighways.com/ 

windowontexas.  

Founded in 1931, the Light Crust Doughboys were declared the official 
music ambassadors of the Lone Star State by the Texas legislature 
in 1995. Find performance dates (including a show at the Pocket 
Sandwich Theatre on Nov. 25, 2012) at www.thelightcrustdoughboys.  
com. Pocket Sandwich Theatre is at 5400 E. Mockingbird Lane, #119, in Dallas.  
Call 214/821-1860; www.pocketsandwich.com.  

Look for our story on the Light Crust Doughboys in January's Speaking of Texas.

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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