
I

$3.95 I 

r 71896 47399 5

e
11

A e

4 -

_ 

+ ;_ ' 
: 

.-r.

, 

:

4 m w

,; ,

N 
{ 

r 

r

..  
-- t . .  

. :: c , _.,f. r 
!. , . .  x, 

' 

q , .  

., 
_ : .



Up Front

At the Buffalo Gap Wine 
nd Food Summit: Tom 

'5erini, left, with Jacques 
Pepin, Stephan Pyles, and 
jean-Claude Szurdak. All 

ire crowded into Perini's 
slant load six-horse trailer, 
low repurposed to serve 
as a traveling kitchen.

Texas Food Frontiers
(>tlinary all-stars spatlig|J1 21/nyr'0< prO it~l/c/ C<t 'ttYO/y.d' fs2/yt

E X AS FOOD AND WINL events lure crowds from everygalaxy of the food universe, 
drawing attention not only to the creativity of Texas' native stars and the quality of Texas 
products, but also to the luminaries of the national and international culinary firmament.  

Just one example: Global celebrity chef Jacques Pepin made his way to Texas twice this spring.  
The first time was in Buffalo Gap, where he and his daughter, Claudine, served as special 

presenters at the Buffalo Gap Wine and Food Summit, staged on the grounds of the Perini 
Ranch Steakhouse. Pepin also brought along his longtime collaborator and friend, Jean-Claude 
Szurdak. As young chefs, Pepin and Szurdak worked for three French leaders, including 
Charles de Gaulle. While making the presentation to the Summit, Pepin offered this quick anec
dote about the change in perception of the culinary professional: "In those days," he said, "no 
one would want his daughter to marry a chef. Now, we're geniuses." 

These days, Texas is full of such food-world "geniuses" that attract loyal fans. Pepin visited 
Texas for the second time to join a group of celebrity judges for a Texas Food and Wine Pairing 
Competition organized by Edible Aostin's Marla Camp along with Terry Thompson-Anderson 
of Texas Food & Wine Gourmet, with advice from the folks at the Texas Department of Agri
culture and logistical support from Chef Josh Watkins and his cohorts at the AT&T Executive 
Education and Conference Center at UT Austin.  

Each of the five chefs (winners of a qualifying contest) prepared an appetizer, an entr6e, 
and a dessert, pairing each with a Texas wine for the crowd of more than 150. The winner, 
and resident genius of the evening? David Garrido of Garrido's restaurant in Austin. Certainly

STH's "Where in Texas 
Are You?" 
higwycOm.i I r li . ssy 
int, w 1r: SpCerb sier H. Ihei wInner 

wil! eoy a flight on Southwes Air
lines as well as a stay at Galveston's 

grand(1 Hotel alve, ticket ts to Moody 
Gardens. and .a VIP pass to a host of 
otnset Gatlvest oo evonrs ad rit 1 trc tiots 

Follow THon Facebook and Twitte

a fabulous victory for all the purveyors of fine food 
and wine in Texas, and a delightful experience for the 
passionate participants (who also voted Garrido win
ner of the "People's Choice" award for the evening).  
The event's success generated an impressive donation 
destined to help start the Texas Center for Wine and 
Culinary Arts, a multipurpose event and teaching 
facility planned for Fredericksburg. Maybe Pepin will 
return to inaugurate the new Center! 

Charles J. Lohrmann, Editor
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features

3 With bountiful blooms, evoca

tive sculpture, and White Rock Lake as a 
backdrop, the Dallas Arboretum proves a 

fine place to channel nature's restorative 

powers in every season.  

Text by BARBARA RODRIGUEZ 

Photographs by JOHN GRIFFITHS

A barbecue aficionado gets 
a chance to judge smoked cabrito at the 
World Championship BBQ Goat Cook-Off 
in Brady, where more than 150 teams com

pete each Labor Day weekend. The culinary 
shindig has been a tradition since 1973.  

Text and photographs by WYATT McSPADDEN

48 1 .h .=. i 
The legendary trail blazed by Texas 
cattlemen Charles Goodnight and Oliver 

Loving inspires a trek by a photojournalist 
who believes in the power of place to 

connect us to history.  

Text and photographs by JULIA ROBINSON
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Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 
Fritos Pie and Galveston 

Postcards 
A Collecting Obsession 
The late Walter Nold Mathis' 
diverse collections-art, an
tiques, books-are displayed 
in his San Antonio mansion, 
Villa Finale. Plus: Texas show 
caves and Alamo City resorts.  

,I TH Taste 
The Big Deal 
Texas boasts big-food chal
lenges from huge break
fast tacos in Austin to 72
ounce steaks in Amarillo.  
And some people challenge

themselves with mammoth 
cinnamon rolls in San Antcnio.  

" I Weekender 
Primer on Post 
A thriving community on t'ie 

edge of the Caprock surprises 
visitors with a range of attrac
tions that includes art, thea-er, 
and a topnotch rodeo.  

| Speaking of Texas 
Me For Ma 
When former Texas governor 
James E. Ferguson was barred 
from holding state office, his 
wife, Miriam A. ("Ma") Fergu
son, ran for governor instead, 
and the duo soon worked from 

adjacent desks in the Capitol.

4I TH Traveler 
A roundup of August events 
LBJ's Birthday Celebration at 
Lyndon B. Johnson State Park 
and Historic Site and El Paso's 
Plaza Classic Film Festival.  

6I TH Daytripper 
A Wild Time at Natural Bridge 
On a jaunt to Natural Bridge 
Caverns, Chet Garner revels 
in adventure and meets some 

crazy critters at the nearby 
wildlife ranch.  

9| Window on Texas 
What Lurks Beneath 
Diving for science at Aqua
rena Center in San Marcos 
clearly has its rewards.

About Our Covers 
FRONT: The largest of five Spanish mis
sions in San Ant:nio, Mission San Josd 

-"Queen of the Missions-features 

a c h te c tu re P h o to n d y a r p 

BACK: A headstone in Weatherford's 
Greenwood Cemetery marks the final 
resting place of Oliver Loving, who was 
reburied here with Masonic honors on 
March 4,1868. Photo Julia Robinson 

Photographic 
Prints Available W 
Some images in this issue, including the 
front and back covers, are available as 
prints in two distinct ve formats. For more 
information, call toll-free 866/962-1191, 
or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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... but what you will remember most is the warm West Texas hospitality 

BIG BEND is Texas' vast backyard playground. Hike, canoe, raft, ride horses, mour: 

explore back country rca:s or just relax and soak up spectacular National Park lands 

www. visitbigbend. com

Make ALPINE the center of your 
beauty, unique nightlife and sho 
array of hotels and guest loccirl 
staging grounds for your West T 

www. visitalpinetx. corn

FORT DAVIS National Histcric Site. Davis 
Mountains State Park, McDonali Observatory, 

the Nature Center and a vast array of activities for 
all to enjoy. Over 250 -ooms, quaint restaurants 

and unique shopping, equals fun fir all! 
www. foridavis. com

..  _ :

MIDLAND 

E o Guadalupe 
- lisational Par 285 ODESSA 

54 
10 20 385 

18 61 

air bik e, * FORT STOCKTON 

capes 118  
FORT-AVIS7 

9 ALPINE 385 

Marfa * 
attention. Natural ARATHON 

p:ing, aid a grand 
make this the perfect LAJITAS c$) 

eras adventure. LAITas 
Stute Park T E RLINGUA 

. . , BIG 6END 
NATIONAL 

"s PARK 

Enjoy the resto-ed FORT STOCKTON, MJseum, Historic Sites, 
z -Ste. GeneviEve Wines, 18-hole Municipal Golf Course, 17 Motels, 

RU Sites, 32 Restaurants, Unique Snoppirg and so much more!!! 

www. tourtexas. com/fortstockton

La .Va 

MIDLAND is YoLr Window to the West-a great starting 
point for your trip to West Texas! The Midland International 

Airport is the closest akport to Big Bend National Park.  

www. visitmidlandtexas.com

ODESSA i. the gateway to Big Bend and 
all the scenic sJnders of West Texas.  

Enjoy a Shakespearean play, study tie 
histo-y of 3nchirg and expErience warm 

Nwdest Texas hospitality 
www. odessacvb. corn
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Fritos Firsts 
It is a well-known fact in our family 

that I am the lover of Fritos Pie [TH 
Taste, June]. I am a 38-year-old home
maker and fitness trainer-yes, you can 
eat Fritos Pie while getting in shape.  
About 10 years ago, I began eating this 
delightful dish every morning about 5 
a.m. Recently, I have added two ingredi
ents-shredded green-leaf lettuce and 
mustard. I have had Fritos Pie many 
different places, but in the words of 

0TH READER 
RE CO M MEND A TI ON

Dorothy, "There's no place like home:' 

GABRIELLE PACE 

Weatherford 

As you pass through life, there are 
some things you never forget, like your 
first love, first bicycle, first car-and your 
rrst bite of Fritos Pie. My first bite was in 

September of 1957 at the W.C. Warren 
Elementary School cafeteria in Garland.  
The server spooned a big, melted-cheese
s:ringing serving on my plate. The aroma

THE TINY town of Melvin is not on the big road, but you can see it from US 87 
between Brady and Eden. And if you th -n south an FM 2028, the low, white building 
dead ahead is Jacoby's Feed & Seed, within which is Jacoby's Cafe. Flo, Charlie, and 
I drove over from San Angelo for dinne-. Charlie and I had the superior chicken-fry, 
while Flo consumed a hamburger and declared i: to be sublime. This is a Texas sort 
of place, and I think TH readers will enjoy it.  

JOHN F. VAUGHAN, San Angelo 

Jacoby's Cafe is inside Jacoby's Feed & Seed, at 703 E. Mesquite, 325/286-4244; 
www.jacobyfeed.com. Call for hours.
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teased me to walk faster to my table.  
It was love at first bite. I thought it 
couldn't get better until I 
learned I could get two 

servings of Fritos Pie in 

place of a vegetable. To 
this day, it is still my 
favorite food. Thank 

you, TH, for reminding 
me that some things never change.  

JOHN TURLINGTON 

Fort Worth 

EDITOR'S NOTE: We've received more 

feedback on this crunchy comfort food 
than on just about any topic we've covered 
in TH's 37 years. Find more reader memo
ries at www.texashighways.com/talk.  

Island Icon 
The first time my family went to Galves

ton we stayed at the Hotel Galvez [June].  
I remember reading all of the fascinating 
historical information. This was also the 
first time my husband and daughter had 
been to the ocean. There was an audible 

gasp when they saw it. It was great! 

MARCYHOBSONBARTA 

TH Facebook Fan 

I love the beach across from the 
Galvez. I like to walk out on the jetty and 
sit where I can watch and listen to the 
waves. I look behind me at the grandeur 
of the Galvez and I am in awe. It is beau
tiful to watch the sun set behind it and 
see the lights of the hotel and grounds set 
the Galvez aglow.  

CONNIE SMITH 
TH Facebook Fan 

0 CONTACT TH 

We want to hear from you! Send feedback and rec
ommendations to: Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 

8714-l0d9e E-mail: letters05 stexashighways.com. We re
Kerve the right to edit items. Because we're unable to check 
out every recommendation, and because hours vary and de
tails can change, please call ahead for more information.  

PLEASE PASS THIS MAGAZINE ALONG 
PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER

r , , . .. , 

}~~~ W~f atzy,



I14:

i

I:

GO LOCAL WHEREVER YOU GO

Find, map and share 
restaurants serving 
local food and wine 
with a simple touch.

0 TEXAN p >for i onc, I AppStore
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INSIDE: ARE YOU GOING TO FINISH THAT? BIG FOOD...14 COWBOY CULTURE IN POST...18

A Collecting Obsession 
At Villa Finale, preservationist Walter Mathis indulged his love of history Text by GENE FOWLER

S A COLLECTOR OF SUCH TEXAS 
ephemera as 1930s singing-cow

boy songbooks, Hillbilly Flour 

sacks manufactured by former Texas Gov

ernor W. Lee "Pappy" O' Daniel, and vin

tage "rattlesnake oil" medicine bottles, I 

understand how the collecting bug can 

burrow into a person's psyche and set up 

house. So when I read about the 12,000

0 piece collection of antiques and objets d'art 

on view at San Antonio's Villa Finale, the

recently restored,1876 Italianate mansion 

of the late collector Walter Nold Mathis, I 

reserved a spot on an upcoming tour.  

Mathis, a successful stockbroker and 

investment banker. named his limestone 

home in the city's lHistoric King William 

neighborhood Villa Finale because he 

intended it to be his last dwelling on this 

side of the vale. He remained true to his 

pledge. Widely recognized as the catalyst 

for the neighborhood's revitalization,

Mathis purchased Villa Finale in 1967, 

spent two years restoring it, then went on 

to preserve 14 other King William homes 

destined for other owners. Before his 

death in 2005, he donated Villa Finale 

and his eclectic collection to the Nation

al Trust for His

toric Preserva- Tours of Vila Finak high

tion. In Octo- light the edectk antiques 

ber 2010, Villa =ofection of kngtime 
Finale-the first owner Walter athks.  

AUGUST 2011 [ TEXAS HIGHWAYS 7



National Trust Historic Site in Texas
opened to the public after a $1 million 
restoration.  

Tour groups are limited to six people to 
create an intimate experience. After a brief 
orientation at the Villa Finale Visitor Cen
ter, which offers a preview of the home's 
collections and explains some of the neigh
borhood's history, we walk three scenic 
blocks to the home proper tobeginthe tour.

We proceed through the wrought-iron 

gates and past the twin lion sculptures 
flanking the walkway, and then we slip 
nylon booties over cur shoes before enter

ing the 6,500-square-foot home. Sylvia 
Hohenshelt, Villa Finale's public programs 

manager, explains that everything in the 
home was photographed and documented 
before restoration so that it could be 
replaced exactly as Mathis had arranged it.

t. Sept 41 1 "iUe Ticket Disconts 
-Paking & C tunmuiig 1nciided 
-Aftereo & eftig Coincerts 
* ,. WieSemwnasSat. & u&w; 

5atif/ea tkens h A 

a&Ss 1r'shas 

Media Sponsaor 'L~ItiSfNltlh"y

Objects came from around the world; 
Mathis made frequent buying trips to 
New Orleans and Mexico, but he kept 
his eyes open for items of interest wher
ever he traveled. In the long entry hall, I 
pause to study an unknown artist's rendi
tion of Lazarus and the Rich Man, which 
illustrates a parable from the Gospel of 
Luke. Next, we pass into two large par
lors devoted to French emperor Napoleon 

Bonaparte. "Mr. Mathis admired Napo
leon Bonaparte's military campaigns," 

Villa Finale-the first 
National Trust Historic Site 
in Texas-recently opened 

to the public after a 
$1 million restoration.  

Hohenshelt tell us. "He acquired his first 

piece at age 11 and eventually built one 
of the largest collections of Napoleon 
memorabilia in the country." Silhouettes, 
bas-reliefs, and portraits of Napoleon 
and his wife Josephine are accented by 
swords, helmets, and other relics, includ

ing Mathis' favorite item-a bronze cast 
of the emperor's 1821 death mask, which 
rests on velvet in a wooden box.  

An 1840s Texas biscuit-making table, 
whose wooden top could be removed for 
cleaning, anchors the kitchen, and the 

adjacent dining room appears ready to 
welcome guests for an elaborate holiday 
meal. Filled with fancy glass, brass, silver, 

andgold dishes, vessels, and plates, the din

ing room also features an 1869 silver gilt
and-crystal table service made in France 
to commemorate thatyear's openingofthe 
Suez Canal. Mathis found the dining-room 
mirror, etched with the smoky patina of 

age, in aburned-out French chateau while 
serving in the Army Air Corps during 
World War II. According to lore, he paid 
the town's mayor to hold it for him, then

8 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I AUGUST 2011
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Join us! Get 12 issues chock-full 

of Texas' best getaways, events, attrac

tions, and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year subscrip

tion to Texas Highways Magazine is just 

$19.95 ... that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 

members, and business associates 
all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 

Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 

(yours or a gift) is $19.95. Additional 
U.S. orders are just $17.95 each when 
ordered at the same time.  

To order by phone, call 

1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Central 

Sat & Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa " MasterCard 

Discover * American Express 

Or visit 

www.texashighways.com

VYES! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months!
Please print 
MY NAME

Address

City State ______Zip0 

E-mail address SAVE 58% 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Just ,$19.95 fora 1-year U.S. subscription! Simply return this order form 

in the mail-we'll bill you later.  
(International subscriptions are $29.95.) 
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RECIPIENT'S NAME 
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City State Zip 
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s! Just $19.95 for 
the first U.S.  
subscription, and 

$17.95 for each 
additional U.S. order! 

- (International subscriptions are $29.95.) 

SAVE 58% 
i OFF NEWSSTAND! 

Simply return this order form in 
the mail-we'll bill you later.  
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forgot about it when the war ended. Two 

years later, after Mathis had returned to 

Texas, the mirror (and two others in the 

Napoleon Parlors) arrived frcm France.  

We marvel at the extent of the collec

tion: Some 2,000 books on art and civili

zation crowd the bookshelves in the Villa 

Finale library, illuminatedbythe softglow 

of a lamp fashioned from a santo of Saint 

Anthony of Padua, the patron saint of lost 

things. Roman, Greek, and Spanish Colo

nialreligious icons adornthekbrarywalls, 

and its tables hold fancy snuff boxes and 

vintage matchbooks.  

In the rear of the hallway stands a rare 

1912 Violano Virtuoso, acombinationplayer

Fascinated by the legacy of 
Napoleon, Walter Mathis 
collected memorabilia both 
rare and mass-produced.  

piano/double-violin that 

for many years issued its 

thundering decibels in 

the Alamo City's legend

ary Buckhorn Saloon.  

Upstairs, where each 

. room is painted a differ

ent color, we find exam

ples of Peruvian religious 

paintings from the Cuzco 

School, along with Mexican retablos, 

antique crosses, a Holy Water decanter, 

and Centennial glass from the 1876 fair in 

Philadelphia, as well as Mathis' collection 

of shaving mugs, stickpins, and other per

sonal items. Antique timepieces tick in a 

room painted Villa Finale blue, a patented 

shade described by Villa Finale curator 

Meg Nowack as "a powdery periwinkle 

blue." The yellow room, which served as 

asittingand entertainment area in Mathis' 

lifetime, displays 
Bohemian glass Reservations are 

and Wedgwood recommendedfor 
pottery, as well as tours, as docents limit 
a Staffordshire groups to six people.
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Napoleon 
Remembered 
Highlights of Villa Finale's 

Napoleon collection 

OF THE MANY HISTORIC FIGURES 
that captivated San Antonio pres

ervationist Walter Mathis, none 

inspired such fascination as 
Napoleon Bonaparte, the 

enigmatic twice-emperor 

of France known as much 

for his flair for self-promo

tion as his decisive mili
tary campaigns. Mathis 

collected hundreds of items related 

to Napoleon's career, most of which 

are on display year round at Villa 

Finale, Mathis' restored home in San 

Antonio's King William Historic Dis
trict. But through December 21, visi

tors can view a separate exhibit of 

Napoleon memorabilia at the Villa 
Finale Visitor Center, several blocks 

away from the historic home.  

Je Me Souviens (I Remember): The 

Return of Napoleon touches on 

Bonaparte's exile and death in 1821, 
but ultimately focuses on the return 

of the emperor's body to France in 
1840-19 years after his burial on 

the British-ruled island of Saint 
Helena. Interestingly, Napoleon's 

posthumous return to Paris inspired 

a widespread craze for Napoleon 

souvenirs, and artisans and manu

facturers obliged with commemora

tives that ranged from inexpensive 
trinkets like fountain pens and ink
wells to costly bronze death-mask 

reproductions that could be pur

chased on installment plans. Collec

tively, these items explore the myth 

of Bonaparte and his curious status 

as a cultural icon. Call 210/223
9800; www.villafinale.org.  

-Lori Moffatt

i



tified as George Washington-indicating lo's great-granddaughter married John 
to curators that it may have been crafted W. Smith, the last messenger to leave the 
by child labor. Alamo before it fell. Another ancestor, 

In the green room, a guest bedroom in Vicente Amador, was the man tasked with 
Mathis'day,Iwas intriguedbyfamilypho- distributing plots of land that had been 
tographs and Mathis' nine-generation- farmlands for the Mission San Antonio de 
long legacy in San Antonio. For example, Valero (the Alamo) after the missions were 
we learn that one Mathis ancestor, Juan secularized in 1793. That same land later 
Curbelo,wasamongtheCanaryIslanders becametheKingWilliamDistrict.Mathis'

Culinary L ;A f 
that goes far beyond 

Bier und Brats.  

If you come to Fredericksburg anticipating 
authentic German cuisine, we will not 
disappoint. But further exploration will 
reveal restaurateurs that offer decidedly 
more diverse menus. Escolar and lobster.  
Seared duck breast with ginger/orange 
glaze. Tender steaks. And very naughty 
desserts. All complemented by award
winning cabs, zins, chards, rieslings and 
merlots from our numerous vineyards and 
wineries. Incidentally, "Zauber" is the German 
word for "magic". Guten Appetit. * 

VisitFredericksburgTX.com I 866 997 3600

1 r: 

a 

a0 
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Fredericksburg 
em THE TEXAS HILL COspNTRY 

, " German Heritage.Texan Hospitality.

piece depicting Ben Franklin but iden-

This ormeredroom . highlights faiy photos 
and evidence of the Mathis' legacy in San Antonio.

10 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I AUGUST 2011
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who settled San Antonio in 1731. Curbe- great-grandfather William G. Tobin, mak
er of W.G. Tobin's Chili Con Carne, was an 

early promoter of Tex-Mex foods.  
Works in the collection by iconic Texas 

artists like Theodore Gentilz and Julian 

In the green room, 
I was intrigued by family 
photographs and Mathis' 

nine-generation-long 

legacy in San Antonio.  

and Robert Onderdonk exemplify those 

deep Texas roots, as do Republic of Texas 
currency, pre-1850 maps, Mexican-Amer

ican War paintings, and other Texana 

pieces. Villa Finale displays San Antonio 
artist Mary Bonner's three-part frieze 
Les Cowboys, which drew critical raves in 
the avant-garde 1928 Salon d'Automne 

exhibition in Paris. [continued on page 12 0
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Postcards 

The Underground Scene 
Cool off in Texas' show caves 

WHILE FALL IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER, TEMPERATURES IN TEXAS 
often climb to triple digits well into September. But you can stay cool underground, 

where it's often at least 20 degrees cooler than on terra firma.  

In the Boerne area, Cascade Caverns (830/755-8080; www.cascadecaverns.com) 

and Cave Without a Name (830/537-4212; www.cavewithoutaname.com) offer in

triguing underground passageways and formations like "cave bacon." Natural Bridge 

Caverns, between New Braunfels and San Antonio (210/651-6101; www.naturalbridge 

caverns.com),offers severalvarietiesof tours, rangingfrom ahalf-mile tour alongpaved, 

interior "sidewalks" to some that require slithering through narrow passageways.  

Longhorn Cavern, which formed as water dissolved the limestone bedrock south

west of Burnet, draws visitors to Longhorn Cavern State Park (877/441-2283; www.  

longhorncaverns.com). Wonder Cave, formed by an earthquake alongthe Balcones 

Fault near San Marcos, anchors Wonder World Theme Park (512/392-3760; www.  

wonderworldpark.com). Inner Space Cavern, in Georgetown, was discovered in 

1963 as engineers constructed a new section of Interstate 35 (512/931-2283; www.  

myinnerspacecavern.com). And for the ultimate late-summer chill-out, travelers 

headed to and from the Big Bend can explore the underground wonderlands of Adel'cate speleathemcalled"cavebacan"adds intrigue 

the Caverns of Sonora (325/387-3105; www.cavernsofsonora.com). -Lori Moffatt to tours of Cave Without a Name, near Boerne.

Saturday, October 1st, 7 pm - 10 pm 
Downtown Lufkin 

Sample cuisine from Lufkin's finest Restaurants and 
Caterers along with wines from across Texas! Relax under 
the stars on the streets of downtown L ufkin with live rnusic

AUGUST 2011 I TEXAS HIGHWAYS 11



Cabins 
Rental Cottages 

Full Service 
Resorts 

Luxury B&B's 
Reunion Facilities 

Corporate Retreats

Centrally Located 

Sour Seasons of Fun

www. geta waycapital. corn

O continued from page 70. Ofcourse, Mathis' 
home itself is something of a museum 

piece. Built in 1876 by hardware merchant 
Russell Norton, the house acquired its sec
ondstoryafter 1882, when itpassed into the 
hands of cattle king Edwin Polk. A third

story tower was added sometime before 
1904. During WWI and WWII, the home 
served as a residence for Army wives, and 
during Prohibition, bootleg booze was 

Mathis made frequent 
buying trips to New 
Orleans and Mexico, 

but he kept his eyes open 
for items of interest 

wherever he traveled.  

cooked in the basement by Minnie Keil

man, whose late husband had published a 

1911 guide to San Antonio's red-light district 
Mathis' niece, Jessie Kardys, who held 

her wedding in the Villa Finale gardens, 

says her uncle "had a knack for finding 
treasures amongst junk." Encouraged by 
San Antonio architect and preservationist 

O'Neil Ford to purchase and restore what 
Ford called "the finest house in Texas," 
Mathis found a way to keep his collec
tion intact-and indeed treasured bythose 
who tour his final home.: 

Visiting Villa Finale 
Tours of Villa Finale, in San Antonio's King 
William Historic District, take place Tue-Sat.  
Reservations encouraged. Admission: $10, 
discounts for students, senior citizens, and 
children age 8-12 (no children age7 and 
younger permitted). Free for members of 
Villa Finale and of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. Call210/223-9800, 
ext.34328;ww~villainaleorg.

12 TEXAS HIGHWAYS | AUGUST 2011



Postcards

,f'

Family Fun, Reinvented 
Chill at these resorts in San Antonio 

WE'RE NOTICING THE POPULARITY OF FULL-SERVICE VACATION DES

tinations here in Texas-resorts that offer golf, spas, waterparks complete with 

slides and pools, restaurants and cocktail lounges, babysitting services, live music 

and movies, sports bars, and gyms. In some ways, these resorts resemble cruise 

ships, with diverse activities for all ages and inclinations. And we wonder: Is this 

trend linked to lingering budget concerns, heightened awareness of local spending, 
or a fresh focJs on strengthening bonds with friends and family? Or have we simply 

discovered that when it comes to making memories with any group, it's salubrious 

to mix togetier-time with well-chosen solitude breaks in the name of fitness or 

mental clarity? As you plan summer's last getaway before school starts, consider 

these three family resorts in north San Antonio.  

Set on 300 oak-canopied acres of a former working cattle ranch, the Hyatt 

Regency Hil: Country Resort and Spa offers a 27-hole golf course, a four-acre 

waterpark complete with three swimming pools and a "rambling river" ride, hike

and-bike trai s, a full-service spa, a camp for kids, and several bars and restaurants.  

For more details and information about vacation packages and special offers, call 

210/647-1234; www.hillcountry.hyatt.com.  
One of the city's most populargolfingdestinations, the Westin La Cantera Resort 

has two 18-hole championship courses, as well as a full-service spa and fitness 

center, a series of swimming pools for adults and children, a kids' club, and sev

eral lounges and restaurants with expansive views of the surrounding hills. For 

more information about the resort and special offers, call 210/558-6500; www.  

westinlacantera.com.  

San Antonio's newest resort, the JW Marriott San Antonio Hill Country Resort & 

Spa opened in 2010 on 600 acres of rolling terrain off Loop 1604. Amenities include 

seven bars and restaurants; two 18-hole championship golf courses; a spa and fit

ness center; hi<e-and-bike trails; and a six-acre water park with multiple pools, water 

slides, and river rides. Call 210/276-2500; www.jwsantonio.com. -Lori Moffatt

LIVING IT UP 
SINCE 1909.  
Vith our small town charm 

and historic Gruene, we like tc 

think little has changed around 

here. But, thankfully, our sense 

cf fashion has. Case in poinr, a 

day of fun in our crystal clear, 

spring-fed waters no-longer 
requires a petticoat--much to 

the pleasure of ladies.  

New Braunfels 

8i) 572-226 nju n com 

AUGUST 2011 I TEXAS HIGHWAYS 13



ft

The Big 
Deal 

'Ic s4gnatu~tur dish at these ilrcc 
eatcrics can pose a1 chalI4ngc to 

Text by SHERI ALZEERAH 

Eating a Lulu's cinnamon 
roll is not an official cornw

pctition with a wall of f me 

and prizes, but that doesn't 
stop the restaurant from 

cranking out 600 of these 
sweet behemoths each day.

" 'M FROM AMARILLO," I TELL PEOPLE WHEN THEY ASK ME IF 
I'm a native Texan "You know, the place with the big-steak challenge." The 
Big Texan Steak Ranch's carnivorous competition is, after all, one of Amaril

lo's-and Texas'-best-known claims to fame. Where I come from, beef is not just 
what's for dinner. It's what's for breakfast, lunch, and snacktime, tco.  

Over the years, I've witnessed many who've made brave attempts to knock out 
Amarillo's Big Texan :-hallenge, which dares diners to devour a 72-ounce slab of 
sirloin with side dishes in less than an hour. Usually, the steak wins, with -he chal
lengers feebly waving a white napkin in defeat.  

In a state where bet-er is bigger, Texas has no shortage of jumbo food. So here's 
the big question: Are you up for the challenge?

Luu's Bakery & Cafe, San Antonio 
"Never trust a skinny cook," reads the exte

rior wall of Lulu's Baxiery & Cafe. And Lulu's 

puts its money where its mouth is: Say hello

Server ToriPerez balances a three
pound cinnamon roli at Luau's Bakery 

& Cafe, which alsoserves king-size 

burgers and chicken-feied steaks.

14 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I AUGUST 2011
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to its famous three-pound cinnamon roll.  

Eating a Lulu's cinnamon roll is not an 

official competition with a wall of fame 

and prizes, but that doesn't stop the res

taurant from cranking out 600 of these 

sweet behemoths each day. "People make 

their own challenges out of it," says gen

eral manager Stephanie Acosta.  

Each fragrant pastry-blanketed with 

sugary, buttery glaze-measures about 

one foot wide and six inches tall and is 

served with a steak knife piercing its cen

ter spiral, the whole thing looking as glo

rious as the sword in the stone.  

The restaurant opens 24-7, and rarely 

slows down, even in the wee hours: Wait

staff buzz by balancing hefty plates like 

seasoned experts, delivering cinnamon 

rolls in one hand and the restaurant's 

dinner-plate-size chicken-fried steaks 

in the other.  

Despite a recent appearance on the 

Travel Channel's show Man V. Food, 

Lulu's maintains its unpretentious rep

utation. "You remember customers by 

name and get to know their whole family," 

Acosta explains. "Hospitality keeps them 

coming back. And the food, of course." 

S This monstrous sign u es traveers 01 -40 to the 

Big Texan in Amarillo. The restaurant's famous 
"72-ounce steak challenge" originated in the 1960s.
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Taste

Juan In A Million, Austin 
Lining up to greet Juan In A Million 

owner Juan Meza at his east Austin res
taurant is like waiting backstage to score 
a rock star's autograph. As waiters ferry 
trays of classic Tex-Mex to tables, beaming 
patrons snap photos of each other with 

Meza, who is something of a local leg
end-especially if you like breakfast tacos.  

Juan In a Million buzzes with energy 
from its 7 a.m. open to its 3 p.m. close. At 

any given moment, a lively crowd of col
lege students, families, couples, business

people, and tourists can be found squeez

ing into tables, chatting, and digging into 
Juan's breakfast and lunch offerings.  

"You'd think you're at the United Na
tions here," Meza says.  

Many come for one thing- the Don 

Juan, the restaurant's signature break
fast taco. Note: "Taco" is used loosely 
for this tortilla-wrapped pile of pota
toes, eggs, bacon, and shredded cheese, 
which weighs nearly three-quarters of a 

pound. Diners usually ask for extra tor
tillas to divvy up the filling into manage
able mouthfuls.  

"We go through one ton of bacon a 
month," Meza says. 'You can imagine how 

many eggs, potatoes, and tortillas we use." 

Though eating just one Don Juan is a 
difficult task, Juan in A Million is known

for an even bigger challenge. The game 
is seemingly simple: eat more Don Juans 
than the previous record holder. If eaters 
succeed, they get their photograph on the 
Wall of Fame. But here's your competition: 
Current champ Jon Boddy from Colorado 
ate a remarkable nine Don Juan tacos.  

"We go through one ton 
of bacon a month," says 

Juan Meza of Juan in a 
Million. "You can imagine 

how many eggs, potatoes, 
and tortillas we use.  

Though Meza and his wife, Myrna, 
opened their restaurant in 1980, it wasn't 
until1985 that the Don Juan made its way 
onto the menu. Thirteen years later, the 
restaurant issued the belt-busting taco 
challenge. Competitors can take as long 
as they need within business hours, but 
bathroom breaks are prohibited.  

"And don't eat your chips, man. You're 

going to have plenty to eat," Meza adds.

16 TEXAS HIGHWAYS ,AUGUST 2011
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The Big Texan Steak Ranch, Amarillo 
It all started, as legend would have it, 

with a hungry cowboy. Not long after Big 

Texan co-owner Bobby Lee's father, R.J.  

"Bob" Lee, founded the restaurant in 1960, 

a cowboy walked in, ordered a steak, fin

ished it, and asked for another. The waiter 

kept serving him steaks until he couldn't 

eat anymore. By the time his tank read full, 

he had eaten four and a half pounds of 

beef, plus a few sides. The 72-ounce steak 

challenge was born soon after.  

This year, the steakhouse celebrates 

its 50th anniversary. During the summer, 

the restaurant's peak season for hungry 

vacationers and I-40 travelers, the Big 

Texan serves more than 7,000 guests a 

week. Of these, about 35 take on the chal

lenge. Only a few succeed.  

Competitors sit on a makeshift stage as 

they attempt to eat the charbroiled sir

loin-plus shrimp cocktail, baked potato, 

salad, and dinner roll-in less than an 

hour. Winners walk-or waddle-away 

with a free meal, T-shirt, souvenir mug, 

certificate, and a spot on the Wall of Fame.  

General manager Ron Phillips says 

that in 1979, a five-foot-one, 95-pound 

woman polished off her plate in just over 

59 minutes. To date, more than 89,000 

have tried and 8,456 have triumphed, 

each champion leaving a proud, fat mark 

in food-challenge history.  
And let's face it-if any place knows 

that hospitality comes with a side of 

hearty food, it's Texas, my home state, 

where we go big, or we go bigger.  

AMARILLO

Big Eats
AUSTIN 
SAN." 
ANTONIO

Lulu's Bakery & Cafe, 918 N. Main 
Ave., San Antonio, 210/222-9422, www.  
luluscafeinsa.com.  

Juan In A Million, 2300 E. Cesar Chavez 
St., Austin, 512/472-3872; www.juanin 
amillion.com.  

The Big Texan Steak Ranch, 7701 E. Inter
state 40, Amarillo, 806/372-6000; www.  
bigtexan.com.

Located just 90 minutes west of 
Fort Worth in the beautiful North 
Texas Hill Country, Graham is the 
perfect p ace to escape life's hustle Sep 
and bustle. Discover new trails for Wes 
hiking, horseback riding, or moun- nci 
tain biking. Shop America's Largest 
Downtown Square or explore Texas 
history with a walking or driving 
tour. Graham has something for 
everyone! 

Come see what Graham 

, 3has to o er uou!

't Miss...  
timber 24, 
tern Heritage 
uding a special 

to 
r n ith

2011 
Days 
trib u/

The Nort tar of TL XA5
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Primer 
on Post

This small West Texas town . ffers 
an international art collection and 

community theater aiong w ith rodeo 
traditions and down-home eats 

Tex- by ROSA LATIMER

UST BELOW THE EDGE OF THE CAPROCK ESCARPMENT, AT THE 
crossroads of US highways 84 and 380, lies athriving town founded more than 
a century ago by cereal magnate C.W. Post. Originally called "Post City," the 

town changed its name to plain old "Post" when it incorporated in 1916.  
Despite the down-to-earth moniker, visitors can sense the pride in this West 

Texas community as they roll into downtown, with its vintage-brick streets and 
broad, shaded medians. Well-preserved, historic buildings line Main Street and 
house businesses from an indie bookstore to an ice cream parlor. As the Garza 
C ounty seat, Pcst also boasts the handsome, three-story Garza County Courthouse, 
its entrance marked by a 12-foot-tall statue of the pioneer industrialist himself.  

C.W. Post's vision fcr his town-one of Texas' earli
est planned ccmmunities-emphasized the practical Post's annualrodeo 

needs of future residents as well as quality-of-life con- offers three roping events 

cerns. His tough negotiations and personal outlay of a alone: calfroping (above), 
$50,000 bonus brought the expanding Santa Fe Railroad team roping, and girls' 

through Post in 1910. Today, the restored, terra cotta-tile breakaway roping.

18 TEXAS HIGHWAYS AUGUST 2011
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depot houses the Post Area Chamber of 

Commerce, where travelers can pick up j 

tips on local attractions.  

Main Street begs exploring first, start

ing with the OS Museum, on the top floor 

of a two-story, red-brick structure at 201 

East Main. The 1911 building originally 

served as the headquarters of C.W Post's 
land-colonization company. Today, the .'" 

museum displays the art collection of -**' 

Visitors looking for 
Western-themed action 

and excitement find it ' o 
An exhibitOn of the iora Desrgn Museum, Wei am Rhein, Germany.  

the second we eke n d of This exhibition has been generously sponsored by Herman Miller.  

Lead funding at the MtcNay is most generously given by Jane and Bill Lacy.  

Additional funding i provided by Ford Powell & Carson Architects and Plairis 

August during the Post the Paratus Group, The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company, the Director's 
Circle, and the Host Committee 

m de d eAdditional support i provided by Jean-Paul Viguier & Associates archirts, ac, 

Media sponsorship i provided by the Sn Antonio Fxpress-News.  

longtime Post resident and world trav

eler Giles C. McCrary. An impressive, 

sterling silver-and-gold sculpture titled 

The Lion Pride, cast in 1887 by Italian 

sculptor Giorgio Bucci, glistens in the 

main gallery. Paintings by such artists as 

Andrew Wyeth, Peter Hurd, and Gustave 

Baumann remain on permanent display.  

Exhibits change three times a year, offer

ing more surprises: Cambodian textiles, 

Native American pottery, Faberge eggs, 

African tribal masks, and a collection of 

Nativities representing Asian, European, -" 

and American cultures.  

Continue east along Main Street, and 

you'll find the historic Garza Theatre, 

which stages comedies, musicals, and ,DD A LITTLE ZEST TO YOUR VACATION 
dramatic productions throughout the D A E OC 

year. In 1986, stage performer and direc- in Beaumont! Experience pure Texas hospitality 

tor Will McCrary (no relation to Giles) mixed with a Iwaig of Cajun swing. Enjoy the 

returned from New York to spend the great outdoors, historic home tours, delicious 

summer in his hometown. To the delight cuisine, and great shopping. Start planning now, 

of local thespians, he decided to stay and the discoveries in Beaumont are endless.  

soon turned a dilapidated movie house 1-800-392-4401 
into a community theater. (The 400-seat BEAUMONTCVB.COM 
Ragtown Gospel Theater, three miles

AUGUST 2011 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 19



Bring the whole ga 
Yes, the dog can come, too.

From tubing and kayaking the crystal clear 
San Marcos River, to exploring and hiking 
natural areas and trails, San Marcos has some
thing for everyone-even man's best friend.  

We'd love your company.  

s niT)rCes 
www.toursanmarcos.com I 888.200.5620 
F www.facebook.com/toursanmarcos
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northwest of The1915HotelGarza 
town, offers offers reIaadng bed-and
more weekend breakfast acconmodations 
entertainment on East Main Street.  
in the form of 

gospel music and Bible-themed dramas.) 
Main Street offers other diversions, 

too. "My sister, Cindy, and I scmetimes 

go to Post for a sisters' retre at," says Lub
bock resident Cheryl Stephensor, "and it 

always involves shopping or_ Main Street.  
Our favorite store is the Main Street 
Mercantile; it has some ofthebest kitchen 

gadgets and home decor anywhere." 
Another unusual local shop is J. Cruse 
Christmas Gallery, filled with owner 
Jackie Cruse's handcrafted San:a Claus 

figures and other holiday decorations.  
Find out more about local history and 

culture at the Garza County Histori
cal Museum, just off West Main Street.  
Housed in the former Post Sanitarium, 
a two-story, stone structure built in 1912, 
the 9,000-square-foot museum traces the 
county's history through vintage photos 
and artifacts, including art, china, and 
other heirlooms from the CW. Postfamily.  

Visitors looking for Western-themed 

action and excitement find it the sec
ond weekend of August, when hun
dreds of cowboys and cowgirls come to 
town for the Post Stampede Rodeo. The



Weekender

crowd cheers as flag bearers 

on horseback lead the Grand 

Entry and dozens of riders 

in dazzling western regalia 

circle the arena. Then the real 

action begins! 

Following a tradition that 

started in 1940, the Stampede 

Rodeo packs every perfor

mance with events such as 

steer wrestling, bareback and 

saddle-bronc riding, barrel 

racing, and the finale-bull rid

ing. It's a family event for fans 

and competitors alike-you 

may cheer for a roper as he ties 

down a calf and later watch the 

same man instruct his young 

granddaughter in the Mutton 

Bustin' event. After the Fri

day- and Saturday-night rodeo 

performances, folks of all ages

Main Street begs 
exploring first, starting 
with the OS Museum, 

home to an international 
art collection that ranges 

from Italian sculpture to 

African tribal masks.  

dance to Western Swing and progressive 

country music on a nearby pavilion.  

When the dancing ends, spend the 
night at the Hotel Garza Bed & Breakfast.  

The hotel, which dates to 1915, offers a 

mezzanine library, a lush garden with a 

native-stone waterfall, and 11 guest rooms 

furnished with antiques. Several times a 

year, innkeepers Ian and Ruth Torrens 

host a "Murder Mystery" weekend, when 

guests dress in period costumes and take 

part in an amusing "who-done-it."

A couple of local eateries also deserve 

attention. For outstar ding ccr-ifort food

including juicy hamburgers. chicken

fried steak, and fried okra-go to the 

original Holly's Drive In, on the south 

edge of town. Dine inside, or have a 

Holly's "car hop" serve you :.r-side. For 

dessert, head back to Main Street to en

joy some fresh-churned ice cream at 

Uncle Red's Ice Cream Parlor. Try a scoop 

of the signature "Antelope Tracks" (va

nilla ice cream swirled with chunks of 

white chocolate, pecans, caramel, and 

mini-marshmallows), named for the 

school mascot. After a taste of this town's 

multilayered attractions, you'll make your 

own tracks to Post again and again. m 

Post 
is 40 miles southeast of Lubbock, anl 
44 miles northwest of Snycer or US 34. For 
information on lodging, es:aurants, and other 
attractions, contact the post Area Charrber 
of Commerce at 806/495-3461 or 865/360
9496; www.postcitytexas.com

In Historic DOw'ntown 

Enjoy 

in the Live Music Capitol 
of Bell Couty 

Visit histo 'a 

Relax at 

Memories of World War II 
Photographs from 

the Associated Press 
Now through Aigust 21 

Central Texas State Fair 
September 2-4 

Texas County' Music LIVE 
PBR Bull Riding 

Carnival 
Food Vendors 

Commercial Vendors 
livestock Show 

www.centraltexasstatefair com 

Belton Market Days 
Every third Saturday 

or / K 
www.be tonc amber.com 
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I check out the mission trail. Nct tar trom downtown, I came to a regal 
stone building bathed in warm light, its vaulted roof topped with a 
dome and twin bell towers adorning the front. A sign informe d me this 
was Missicn Concepcion. A bride-to-be was posing for engagement 
photos uizder a row of sturdy stone arches. I wanted to stay longer, but 
:ime was sh ort before my flight hime.  

After movi-g back to Texas in summer 2009,1I vowed to see as much 
of my home s:ate as possible. Tc pping the list, a return to San Antonio, 
and San Anronio Missions National Historical Park, which includes 
Mission C oncepci6n and three others-Mission San Josd, Mission San 
Juan, and Mission Espada. Overseen by the National Park Service an d 
the Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio, the missions remain active 
parishes, each offering mass on a regular schedule.  

~> the missions in its effort to colonize 
what is now Texas and bring Christianity to the native popu

~>latioris. Built along the San Antonio River, the missions not 
only served as religious centers, but also sustained communities com
plete with farr fields, granaries, and protective walls. Three of the 
missions (Concepci6n, San Juan, and Espada) have early-l8th-Century 
origins in E ast Texas.  

I arrive at Mission Concepci6n before dawn on a Saturday. Even 
though Sai Ar-onio's busy downtown lies only three miles north, the 

AB0VE: Muh oi Mission San Jos was rebuilt in the 930s. y Warks Progres Administration 
laborers. In 1a- August 20 1, the church at San Jos will reopen after a mon ths-long makeover; 
in the meantime, visitors can still enjoy expk-ring tie mission grounds 
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JaUUe Turner photographs daughter Vdarie in her quimceanera finery in the Mission Concepcn sw actuary.  

Dedicated in 1755, Cor:cepcion is considered the cidest traestored stone church in America.
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:.. $ only sounds I hear are of birds, crickets, and a gentle breeze passing 

through the mission's Spanish Colonial arches. The existing church, 

dedicated in 1755, has never lost its roof or structural integrity 

(the walls are 45 inches thick) 

and today holds the distinc

tion of being the oldest unre

stored stone church in Amer

ica. In its early days, vibrant 

geometric designs adorned 

portions of the exterior and 

interior. I surmise that years 

of harsh Texas elements have 

worn away the outside mark
s, ings, but I am pleased to see 

several colorful frescos cover

ing interior spaces.  

While taking in the sights 

and sounds at Concepcion, 
I meet San Antonian Janie 

Turner, camera in hand, here 

to take photos of her daughter 

Valerie, who looks magnificent in a flowing white dress she'll wear for 

her upcoming quinceanera celebration. The outside light at midday is 

harsh, so I suggest they return at day's end for exterior shots that will 

add nice tonality to their photos. I follow my own advice, returning 

to Concepci6n at the last hour of daylight, and I am rewarded with a 

beautiful golden light that seems to paint the already-rich texture of 

the church facade.

. f .P M N, I visit Mission San Jose, 
the largest of the park's missions, about two-and

a-half miles south of Mission Concepcion. As 

. ~ I drive toward the parking area, I see the ornate stone 

carvings around the church entrance.  

Founded here in 1720, the church I tour today was not 

finished until1782. The San Jose compound sits on seven acres 

and contains 250,000 square feet of historic masonry. In its 

early days, San Jose included the church as well as massive stone 

walls, bastions, and a granary. It once served as a major social and cul

tural center with 350 residents -today, the walls and residential areas 

within those walls are reproductions, but true to the original details.  

As I walk the San Jose grounds, I meet park ranger Barbara Mason, 

busy demonstrating how parishioners ground wheat into flour at the 

circa-1794 gristmill. Along with other visitors, I watch Mason go about 

her =ask with the aid of two millstones weighing about 300 pounds 

apiece. Water powers the horizontal wheel that turns the millstone.  

LEFT: A view of Mission San Juan Capistrano from a half-completed 1780s structure 

originally destined to become the church, but abandoned because of population decline 

at the time. ABOVE: A great egret stalks the shallows near Espada Dam, which has been 

diverting water into the Espada acequia and the aqueduct since the 1740s.  
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its foundation exists. The plan was to 
build a much larger church to replace 
the first structure. That work stopped in 

1786, but evidence of the half-completed 
church remains today. Viewing the scale 
of what's here, I can tell it would have been an 

imposing place of worship.  
I crcss the field from the unfinished church to en-er te San 

Juan sanctuary, and pause at the door to admire a four-foot clay 
staue of Our Lady of Guadalupe, who possesses a faint smile.

IF YOU PREFER to blend travel with healthful pursuits, I suggest 
loading up your bike, and taking a spin on the eight-mile hike-and
bike trail that connects the missions. The trail is paved and simple 
to navigate. Be aware, however, the trail is not a loop, making it a 
roundtrip 16 miles. Water is available at each mission, but I suggest 
you tote your own for convenience. Food can be purchased near 
Missions Concepci6n and San Jose, but not Missions San Juan and 
Espada. For emergencies, call-boxes are located along the trails.  
Bike racks are located at each mission.  

The wheat is conveyed into the eye of the top millstone where 
it works its way between the set of stones and leaves as whole
wheat flour. "Youngsters, in particular, enjoy touching the 
smooth finished product," says Mason.  

Much of Mission San Jos-- including its dome, bell tower, 
and a wall on its north side-was rebuilt in the 1930s by Works 
Progress Administration laborers. A sanctuary makeover began 
in late 2010 and is expected to be completed in late August. For 
visitors, that means the sanctuary itself won't be accessible until 
then, but the rest of the extensive mission grounds will be.  

NW STOR Mission San JuJuaCapistrano, 

Bes about three miles south of Mission San Jose.  
T After the grandeur of my first two mission stops, 

San Juan seems quite modest. Indeed, the church that stands 
today was not meant to be a place of worship, but rather a gra 
nary and storage building. An earlier church was completed 
here in 1756 and used until 1786, but just a small portion of 
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Sunda-morning mass. During an interior renovation of the church, workers 
uncovered several frescos in remarkable condition.  

Inside the sanctuary, the seating area is narrow, but then this build
ing was originally meant to house grain. Arcund 1791, workers 
topped -he structure with the bell tower that you see today.  

Exiting an Juan's sanctuary, I am only steps away from the 
one-third-mile Yanaguana Trail, which connects San Juan to a 
section of the San Antonio River left in a natural, unchannelized
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Sa~n Antonio 

TH ESSENTIALS 

San Antonio Missions 
National Historical Park

Ailug wit.h the modest church, the Mission San Juan 

Capistrano grounds feature a short nature trail that 

connects with the San Antonio River.  

state. The trail begins behind the church, 

and I enjoy strolling through the thick 

growth of trees and plant life. Arriving at 

the river, I pause at an observation deck to 

watch the water continue its southerly flow 

Though I'm reluctant to leave this peace

ful river scene, it's time to gather my gear 

and head south to Mission Espada, an easy 

five-minute drive from San Juan. As with 

Mission San Juan, Espada's current church, 

completed in 1756, was not meant to be a 

place of worship, only a sacristy. Never

theless, I'm inspired by Espada's intimate 

sanctuary, which beckons me inside with 

soothing music-Catholic Marian Classics, 

performed by the Chicago-based Cathedral 

Singers. The haunting melodies put me 

in a mood to linger here a while. I finally 

move to the exit, stepping out

side to a splash of color in 

- the form of peri

winkle flowers lov
ingly cared for by 

Brother Jerome 

Wolnick, a Fran

ciscan monk. I 

encounter Brother 

Jerome and his two

Son 
Pedro 
Creek

'THE ALAMO * 

1 . .0.  
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FOR MORE on San Antonio Missions National 

Historical Park, including maps and details on 

guided tours, mass schedules, special events, 

and the hike-and-bike trail, go to www.nps.gov/ 

saan. Note: The church at San Jose is currently 

closed for preservation work (scheduled for 

completion in late August), but the rest of the 

complex is open to visitors. San Jose's popular 

Mariachi Mass on Sundays has temporarily 

moved to Mission Concepcion.  

The Park Visitor Center at San Josh (6701 San 
Jose Dr.; 210/932-1001) includes a museum and 

a bookstore, and shows Gente de Razdn, a film on 

the native people of the region, every half hour.  

The visitor center and the missions open daily 9-5 

(closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's 

days). Admission is free. Check the park website 

for special events throughout the year, including 

an Archaeology Day in October, and the "Mission 

to Mission" Bike Ride and Los Pastores folk play 

in December.  

The "Mission Reach" of the San Antonio 
River Improvements Project is scheduled for 

completion in 2013. It will connect the stretch 

of the San Antonio River south of downtown to 

the downtown River Walk, and reconnect each 

mission to the river through a "portal park" and 

hike-and-bike trails. Go to www.sanantonioriver.  

org for details.  

For information on lodging, attractions, restau

rants, and events in San Antonio, go to www.  

visitsanantonio.com.  

feline pals, Dominick and Moses, the mis

sion's resident mousers.  

Before heading home, I take time to 

stop by the Mission Espada Aqueduct 

and also the Mission Espada Dam, which 

have made it possible to irrigate fields and 

nearby crops since 1740. A portion of the 

aqueduct is visible halfway between Mis

sion San Juan and Mission Espada. The 

dam's flowing waters can be seen a little 

south of Mission San Jose.

Z 
jSon Antonio 

River

y ,p 

MISSION _ 
SAN JOSE 

VISITOR 
- CENTER

0 
MgRCN

Espada 
Dam { 

sixmil e f 
Creek 'O 

gsNfE gSH(E MISSION 

Esp3d6 E SAN JUAN 

Espada 
Aqueduct 

F

MISSION\~

On my stop at the dam, I meet a regal

looking great egret perched on a limb over 

the water, seemingly content with its sur

roundings. I like it here, too, and keep my 

new friend company for a while.  

ANDY SHARP of Taylor says, "Like the city of 

Soil Antonio itself; the missions leave me with 

a sense ofgraced, wonder, andpermanence.  

It gives me a good feeling to see history kept 

intact for fo tPnre generations to enjoy."
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Garden Variety THE DALLAS ARBORETUM
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CHANNELS NATURE'S RESTORATIVE POWERS THROUGHOUT THE SEASONS

Text by BARBARA RODRIGUEZ Photographs by JOHN GRIFFITHS
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Garden Variety 
THE DALLAS ARBORETUM 

In a year filled with more wildfires 

than wildflowers, I yearn for the smell of damp 

earth. It is the first time in a decade that I 

have no garden of my own to tend, and I am in 

mourning. I want to see flowers, tumble like a 

puppy in their promise of fresh starts, and sit 

among budding trees. In that sort of mood, 

brooding for tea and sympathy, I call my friend 

Peggy, my best friend since the third grade, 

who agrees to accompany me to the Dallas 

Arboretum, 66 bountifully blooming acres 

along White Rock Lake-a garden of Eden, 

east of downtown.

ABOVE: Dozens of sculptures, including the evocative Two Lovers, add 
interest to the flower beds. RIGHT: The Arboretum's popular Concerts in the 
Garden series includes tributes to such performers as the Rolling Stones and 
Johnny Cash, along with jazz, swing, disco, and country offerings.  

34 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I AUGUST 2011

T he sky is a broad awning of blue as we make the 
45-minute drive from Fort Worth. It is late morning, 
a Monday, and we imagine we will have the gar
dens to ourselves. That is before we are waved into 
an overflow parking lot filled with folks unloading 

buggies, wagons, and little girls dressed as princesses. I didn't 
know that the Arboretum-long a weekday destination for multi

generational outings involving picnic baskets, binoculars, and 
sketch pads-would be in the throes of its popular Summer at the 
Arboretum festival, one of several annual events that showcase 

the gardens' seasonal offerings.  
This is not to say that we feel crowded. More than a dozen 

named gardens, dells, lawns, and groves are so expansive and 

www.texashighways.com
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painstakingly staged that the Arboretum accommodates each 

visitor in a different way. The ever-changing planting palettes, 

as well as special shows, promise something new on any visit.  

Spring through fall, the Concerts in the Garden series invites 

guests to sprawl across what might be the best outdoor venue in 

the city, a groomed lawn overlooking White Rock Lake. This sea

son's Adult Education classes include water-garden basics, tech

niques for year-round color, and beekeeping, as well as lessons in 

Chinese brush painting. A mile-long fitness trail winds through 

the grounds, past the Palmer Fern Dell and Paseo de Flores, and 

along the Jonsson Color Garden and the Martha Brooks Camellia 

Garden to a sort of victory loop around the Fogelson Fountain

all of which makes exercise here as scenic as it is healthy.  

www.texashighways.com

The ConcertS in the Garden 

series invites guests to sprawl 

across what might be the best 

outdoor venue in the city, a lawn 

overlooking White Rock Lake.
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But we are not feeling ovcrply ambitious, =_o we set out to 
chat and wander-perhaps the Arboretum's greatest, 
yet simplest joy. Everywhere amidst the blooms, visitors 
provide the scenic grace notes in spring tableaus as 
varied as the flowers-a young couple spreads a picnic 

in the shade of a regal oak, a silvered pair share books beyond 
a confetti of impatiens, regally gowned brides and quinceanera 
celebrants pose for photos, mothers recline with infants upon a 
half-moon carpet of lawn.  

We want to take in all the gardens, but if it is to be a true girl
friends' day out, there has to firs: be a kaffee klatch. We make a 
brief stop at the Trial Gardens, here Arboretum researchers, 
in conjunction with botanists at Texas A&M University, test 
more than 3,000 varieties of plants each year for characteristics 
such as heat tolerance and cold hardiness. The gently raised 
beds stuffed with bright-faced dahlias and starling thigh-high 

36 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I AUGUST 2011

snapdragons, magical in both color and 
silhouette, are a window on the future-u 
these stunning plants are no doubt coming 
soor_ to a nursery near you. From there, the 
bright morning sunlight reflecting off the hw m 
whitewashed facade of the Spanish-Colo- try.  
nial DeGolyer House draws us like moths 

(and the aroma of coffee doesn't hurt).  
Recently remodeled and open for tours, the 21,000-square

foot home was built in 1939 for geologist Everette L. DeGolyer 
and Ais wife, Nell, who lived there until their deaths. Origi
nally named Rancho Encinal, the hacienda-style, stucco-and
brick mansion, now listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places, was the first home to boast air-conditioning in Dallas.  
The ornate plaster ceiling tiles in the living room, individu
ally installed with jute straps, are a must-see. If you choose to 

www.texashighways.com
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late-morning breeze wash over us and settle in to enjoy 

the people-watching. A table of English ladies wears Roy 
Wedding-worthy hats. Women in billcxving burkas pour 
round of tea, then murmur a quiet meditation. A pair ofts 

in denim capris and straw boaters appear like visitors fro 

another era, stopping 'round for a cuppa before heading 
to tend the roses.  

We eat, we laugh, we confide and empathize until, fortify 

in body and spirit, we feel ready to roam. Free tram tours 0: 

an overview of the spacious grounds, but we want to follow 

www.texashighways.comn

Garden Variety 
THE DALLAS ARBORETUM 

s \ Ne pause beneath a mature 

cedar elm, its expansive limbs 

sweeping so low that one actually 

burrows into the soft soil of the lawn.  

' whims down paths both more and less taken. Steps away from 

the restaurant's patio, we pause beneath a mature cedar elm, its 

expansive limbs sweeping so low that one actually burrows into 

the soft soil of the lawn. It seems an elegant salute from a tree 

that must have witnessed the unfolding of history.  

Abroad series of steps lined with English jardinieres in the 

form of giant woven baskets descends into the McCasland 

Sunken Garden, where carefully groomed geometric hedges and 

. turret-like shrubs create a whimsy worthy of Alice; I imagine 

the Queen of Hearts charging onto the scene wielding a croquet 

mallet. She doesn't appear, but we do brush by a pair of nude 

sculptures sunbathing in a sprawl of rosemary, which lends its 

heady perfume to the scene. Winding down the path, we find 

ourselves beside an unexpected koi pond, with lily pads bloom

ing bright above a scramble of darting fish. It has a magical feel, 

like something out of The Sword in the Stone.

and 

'both 
.sive 
om 

he 

al 

a 

sisters 

om 

out 

ed 
offer 
our

- ,' .,'" 

* _ N

ABOVE: Even the architecture receives a treatment of blooms during 

special events. LEFT: During the Autumn at the Arboretum celebration, 

bright clusters of chrysanthemums enliven the beds, while thousands of 
pumpkins along the walking paths contribute a vivid pop of orange.  
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slight turn and arch of a bridge later, we have 
landed in the garden equivalent of a living room.  
The second phase of the section known as A 
Woman's Garden, completed in 2006, is dedicated 
to :he spirit of women and the paradox of strength 

in gentility. Both phases of the 1.8-acre garden celebrate tranquil
ity, stillness. and beauty with meditative views, contemplative 
nooks, and a stretch of long benches overlooking White Rock 
Lake. Within the garden "rooms," each designed around a dis
tinctive feature including fountains, basins, and allies, I find the 
magical balm I hoped to find at the Arboretum. I feel like I have 
found a home away from home, with comfortable seating and 
windows the size of the horizon. It is a garden setting I can claim 
until I again set rows of my own. And what better place for two 
old friends to sit in companionable silence -by now having chat
ted ourselves silly-than on the edge of an eternity pool. Our only 
companion here is a larger-than-life bronze woman sculpted by 
Joe Rosenthal. Her roundness and contemplative expression, 
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A gentle zag of hedge hems in 
d l icate ranks of alyssum, and pots of 
fuchs ias dangle otherworldly blooms.  

head turned as if to ponder who might be lunching amidst the 
clatter of silverware from the restaurant up the hill, makes 
me want to embrace her. Instead I settle for studying her feet.  
Brobdingnagian in proportion and yet still feminine, they inspire 
this deep thought: I need to treat myself to a pedicure. And this 
insight, coming at the end of a day of nothing more taxing than 
deep breathing and laughter, seems a sure cure for winter blues.  

The salute to the complexity of women surrounds us. A gentle 
zag of hedge hems in delicate ranks of alyssum, and pots of 

www.tex ashighways.com
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Garden Variety 
THE DALLAS ARBORETUM

\ i LEFT: Japanese koi thrive in the lily ponds near 

the tranquil area known as A Woman's Garden, 

which consists of several garden "rooms" 
overlooking White Rock Lake. BELOW: One 
of the arboretum's several dining options, 
the Lula Mae Slaughter Dining Terrace serves 

sandwiches, soups, and other light fare.  

4,, 

fuchsias dangle otherworldly blooms 

that look like flowers that have been 

architecturally engineered. Hard 

lines, from the hedges to the carved 

stone portals, act as frames for softer 

elements. Mirror-still water features 

are edged in borders of manicured 

lawn, as tidy as swept carpets. Others 

trickle along like brooks above gold, 

bronze, and silver glass tiles. Pockets 

of deep shade shelter benches. We 

move through the space, pausing 

here and there to beckon one another 

to share a perspective, and we realize 

- the Woman's Garden is very much 

like a museum gallery thrown open 

to the elements.  

. -As our day wanes, we head east 

to the Water Walls, where frag

mented stone walls suggest the 

ruins of a house. Cascading sheets 

of water create the illusion of glass 

walls and blowing curtains within 

" large picture windows. The roof is 

implied by a frame of metal vines 

entwined with Japanese wisteria. At the other end of a shade

dappled allde of sensuous crape myrtles-their smooth, bare 

branches linked in an arching embrace-there are children 

playing in Toad Corner. Four gigantic toad fountains anchor 

the corners of the courtyard, each one spewing water in 

which the children dart and dance. The children's squeals are 

the universal sound of pure joy.  

At the end of the day, it occurs to me that to wander through 

a garden with a good friend is to take advantage of nature's 

therapy, like opening the windows of a dark and dusty room and 

letting the fresh breeze blow out the past. I close my eyes and feel 

I have emerged into the full sun of the season of hope. And then, 

because it is a girlfriends' day, we hit the gift shop. TH 

Writer BARBARA RODRIGUEZ has visited gardens from Berlin to Bali, 

and contributes regularly to the garden section of The Dallas Morning 

News. Photographer JOHN GRIFFITHS describes The Dallas Arboretum 

as "a place of constant change." 

www.texashighways.com
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The Dallas 
Arboretum 
THE DALLAS ARBORETUM is at 8525 Garland Road in Dallas. Call 214/ 
515-6500; www.dallasarboretum.org. Hours: daily 9-5; closed Thanksgiv

ing, Christmas, and New Year's Day. Admission: $12, $10 age 65 and older, 

$8 ages 3-12, free age 2 and younger. Parking: $7 per car. Tram tours take 

place throughout the day.  

The Arboretum's major fall event, Autumn at the Arboretum, takes 

place September-November, highlighting 150,000 flowers and fall 

displays including 6,000 chrysanthemums, annuals, and an elaborate 

Pumpkin Village made with more than 40,000 decorative pumpkins 

and gourds. Other seasonal activities include a holiday exhibit in

side the DeGolyer House in December; the popular spring flower show, 

Dallas Blooms; a spring fine arts fair and plant sale; and the Arbore

tum's popular outdoor Concert Series.
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BRADY...  

get yu 

FOR 37 YEARS, LITTLE BRADY, TEXAS, HAS BEEN THE SITE OF THE 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP BBQ GOAT COOK-OFF. WHO'S THE BEST 

CABRITO COOK IN THE WORLD? I'LL BE THE JUDGE OF THAT.  

T ext and photographs by WY AT T Mc SPA DD E N 

DURING THE DECADES I'VE BEEN TRAVELING AND 

photographing in Texas, I've had the pleasure of consuming 
more than my fair share of great Texas barbecue. Smoked 

beef brisket, pork loin, and sausage have sustained me for 

many a mile, but until recently I'd missed out on the savory 
meat of the humble goat, also known as cabrito. Sure, I'd 
sampled cabrito at Coop

er's Old Time Bar-B-Que 
in Llano-at the urging 
of my more experienced 
companion and barbecue 
expert, John Morthland
but the meat of the goat 
had, in my mind and on T 

my tastebuds, always been 

overshadowed by the holy 

trinity of Texas 'cue.  

LEFT: Each cook-off team selects one-haif a 
kid goat, all from the same supplier, so every

one starts the contest on level playing field.

I

BELOW: Getting the smoker ready 

for action. The contest prescribes a 
limited amount of time in which con
testantsmust prepare the barbecue 
for the judges consideration.
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BRADY SITS IN THE HEART 
OF GOAT COUNTRY, WITH 
GOAT RANCHES BIG AND 
SMALL DOTTING THE ROCKY, 
BRUSHY COUNTRY THAT 
SURROUNDS THE TOWN.

ORTUNATELY, I was able to mitigate this goat-meat deficit last Labor 
Day weekend, when I accepted an invitation to be one of 46 judges at 
the Annual rorld Championship BBQ Goat Cook-Off in Brady. This 
smoke-infused shindig has been an annual tradition since 1973, when 

the Brady Jaycees hosted the first event in the shade of the giant pecan and 
oak trees a: picturesque Richards Park on the banks of Brady Creek.  

The beautifully restored, 1900-era McCulloch County Courthouse 
anchors tie :own of Brady. At the convergence of five major highways, 
the town truly lives up to its slogan, "The Heart of Texas." Brady also sits

42 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I AUGUST 2011 www.texashighways.cam
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get your
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smack-dab n the heart of goat count y, with goat ranches 

big and small dotting the rocky, brushy country that sr

rounds the :own for miles in every~ direction. With n abcut 

70 miles to the east, south, and west of Brady you'lI find 

sheep and goat auctions in Goldthwaite, Fredericksburg, 
and San Angelo. Folks have been raising and cooking goa: 
in these parts for a long time. What better place to cele

brate these critters and their delectrible meat? 
The contest takes place each year ver the Friday and

Saturday of Labor Day ABOVE: Secret spice combinations 

weekend. Last year,175 are essential to the carefully guard

teams-with amusing and ed combination of mysterious ingre

colorful names such as dients that distinguish the best bar

Cabrito Incognito; Goat, becue cabrito from the other entries.  

Sweat & Beers; The Three 

Amigoats; and Two Old 

Goats & A Kid-competed fur the "Best Goat" trophy.  

On Friday afternoon, each team selects a package that 

contains half of a d-essed-out kid goat to cook. The Jaycees 

contract with a local producer to provide every team with 

goat meat that is as consistent as possible for every team.  

The actual preparation of the contest meat begins at a set 

time on Saturday and the final entry must be completed 

by a specified time that same afternoon. Of course the fun 

starts well in advance, as teams gather and camp in the 

park, often beginning on Thursday, smoking, frying, and 

grilling all sorts of delicacies.  
It's a wonderful scene: the air thick with smoke and the 

aromas of food prepared by some of the state's best outdoor 

cooks. A lively, party atmosphere prevails, with plenty of 

music and laughter. Families, old friends, and cheerful

www.texashighways.com AUGUST 2011 I TEXAS HIGHWAYS 43
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IT'S A WONDERFUL SCENE: 
THE AIR THICK WITH SMOKE 
AND THE AROMAS OF FOOD 
PREPARED BY SOME OF THE 
STATE'S BEST OUTDOOR COOKS.  

44 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I AUGUST 2011

competitors generously share food, drink. and tales from past cook-offs.  
Visitors can partake in The Great BBQ Cabrito feed from 11-1 on competition 
Saturday, check out offerings from local a-ts and crafts vendors, and then 
settle in for the results cfthe cook-off judging.  

HE COMPETITIVE atmosphere starts to get serious Saturday after
noon. The contes: judging takes plice on two elevated flatbed trailers 
in th center of Richards Park. Spectators stake out a vantage point 

in lawn chairs :r perch cn picnic tables surrounding the trailers where the 
judges will decide on this year's Best Goat. As a rookie with admittedly little 
goat-eating experience, I feel a bit intim-idated by the responsibility I've
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BRADY ...  

gtyour

accepted. Perhaps the other four rookie judges share my 

concern, but the organizers seem to have perfected the 

judging system over :he 37-year tenure of the Goat Cook

Off. Veteran judges smartly shepherd us rookies, inte

grating us into the various judging teams whose respon

sibility it is to narrow the field of 175 entries. We pass our 

preliminary selections along to a panel of veteran judges 

who've been samplirg smoked goat for many years and 

who will select she final winner.  

There are things about judging that one has to learn on 

his own. One such lesson has to do with individual capacity

www.texashighways. com

to consume a significant A BVE: Labor of love. Years of 
quantity of meat. Each six- experience teach each team how 

or seven-member judging to properly prepare the goat meat 

team must make a decision for the perfect kiss of smoke.  

about 4C entries. A judge 

must quickly learn that each 

entry, while deserving of a taste, may not necessarily earn a 

swallow. It is a contest after all. In my own experience, some 

bites are heavenly, rivaling ar-ybarbecue I've eaten; others do 

not measure up, and simply need more work.  

Samples are rated on a scale of 1 to 7, each judge marking 

AUGUST 2011 I TEXAS HIGHWAYS 45

- - _ 

' i.  

r z 
,.  " _ .. 

.  

's ® 

_ a : 

in' J , ,.. ® 

? _ ".  
u,' -, 

' ._ -'=y -

< 

! ,; d 

r 

/ " ,K 

'-.  

.  

b 
.fop 

gyp.. 
F'p 

_ 

v 'M' : A _ 

{ ! 

. : 
, 

,

_ } 
, _ { 

. ~yam r _ yam,! .; 4 

j, 

_,: w. .,:, ; 

v



up a scoresheet that lists qualities such as appearance, 
aroma, :aste, texture, and aftertaste. The taly is made after 
each judge has sampled all the entries on the table. This 
process takes a couple of hours. so by the time the judging

LAST YEAR,175 TEAMS
WITH NAMES SUCH AS 
CABRITO INCOGNITO; 
GOAT, SWEAT & BEERS; 
AND THE THREE AMIGOATS 
-COMPETED FOR THE 
"BEST GOAT" TROPHY.

is drawing to a close, 

a huge crowd has 

gathered around the 

trailers, eagerly await

ing the results.  

At Last, trophies 

are presented by the 

Queen of the Cook

Off, a.k.a. Miss Heart 

O' Texas, and her 

court. Prizes go to 

the 10 top-scoring

contestants in the conk-off as well as to winners of a 
"Superbowl" contest featuring pa st wirmers. Three are 
awarded for Best Showmanship, and three more for Best 
Rig. There's also a category called "Mystery Meat," which 
this year turned ou: to be pork burt, but in years past has 
featured shrimp, buffalo meat, and quadI. These specialty 
categories yield lots cf excitemen--and more prizes
but the real crowd-pleaser is top spot in the goat cook-off, 
which was captured most recently by a team from Brady 
known as "Los Cuatro Loco." 

And so the drama plays out again, as it has fc r 37 years: 
the herd of judges up on the trailer, wobbly from so much 

meat, an eager crowd of commingled spectators and con
testants surrounding those judges, all wai-dng to learn 
whose head will wear the crown c f cabrito king and whose 
dreams will go up in smoke. TH

46 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I AUGUST 2011 www.texashighways.com
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ABOVE: Each anonymous entry in the annual 
BBQ Goat Cook-off is judged on appearance, 
aroma, taste, texture, and aftertaste.

ABOVE: A wildly diverse crowd assem
bles to await the final verdict from the 

team of experts who have tasted each 

entry in the cabrito cook-off.

TH ESSENTIALS 

To 'k To t 
San Angelo 8 Brownwood 1q( 

MEMORY 
" ,r~n , MAIN 

RICHARDS COMMERCE 
PARK 6TH 

11TH 

2028 Brady ' 
17TH

BELOW: Bragging rights: After a long day 
slaving over a hot smoker, Lcky winners take 
home a Texas-sized trophy heralding their 
cook-off success. Trophies announce Best 
BBQ Goat, Best Showmar ship, and Best Rig.

714 

Brady 
Creek 

2309

To lqp z~ TX71 &

Photographer WYATT McSPADDEN 
is the author of Texas BBQ (with a 

foreword by Jim Harrison and an es

say by John Morthland), published by 

The University of Texas Press. For de

tails, see www.wyattmcspadden.com.

Brady's BBQ 
Goat Cook-Off 
THE 38TH ANNUAL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP BBQ 
GOAT COOK-OFF will take place on Sep. 2-3, 2011, 
at Richards Park in Brady. For event details, along 

with lodging options and other information on Brady, 

contact the Brady/McCulloch County Community 

Development Office (101 E. First St., 325/ 597-3491; 
www.bradytx.com).

Goat C'~0 

Goat Coot
Brady 

- 1,
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NG THE GOODNIGHT-LOVING TRAIL

ii
L '

A'

a

e..: 
__ -

,; _ :.. 

' xN 

- . . m 

,. . , 

_ 

..  a _ _ ,....; _ _ . . _, ..  
. , _ 

... _ " _ ~ . - ..  

..  

s:

'V 
V

* e,

A *93Ss bridge west of Newcastle offers a view of the Brazos River s west bank 
(at right), the approximate site of Neuhaus Pens, where the 1866 drive began.  

To order a print of either photograph on this spread, call 866/962-1 91, or visit wwwr.txashig-waysprints.com, 
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A photojournalist connects past and present by following a legendary route

Text and photographs by JULIA ROBINSON 

IN 1866, a young cattleman named Charles 

Goodnight forged a partnership with Oliver Lov

ing, anestablished rancher 25 years his senior, and 

they blazed a new cattle trail across Texas to Fort 

Sunmer, New Mexico. By 1868, the trail spanned some 

2,000 miles, extending into Colorado and Wyom

ing. And the partnership that started with a hand

shake in an unassuming hamlet in North Texas be

came one ofthe most celebrated legends of the West.  

The story of the Goodnight-Loving Trail repre

sents the defining story of the last frontier, before 

fences and railroads changed the West forever. As 

a Texan born 100 years after the close of the fron

tier, I've always wanted to see the state as it was 

then-wide open to anyone courageous enough to 

take it on. Believing in the power of place to con

nect us to history, I decided to retrace the steps 

of Goodnight and Loving to call forth that sense 

of possibility and purpose.

,; 
F 

,1 
. $ 

k

Goodnight and Loving started their journey 
with 2,OOO Longhorns. "They can go farther 

without water and endure more suffering 

than [other cattle]," noted Goodnight.
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THE GOODNIGHT-LOVING TRAIL 

THE SAGA BEGINS with Charles Goodnight, who was 
born in 1836 in Illinois, and moved with his family to Milam 
County, Texas, at age nine. In 1856, he and his stepbrother 
trailed a herd of 400 cattle up the Brazos River to the Keechi 
Valley in Palo Pinto County, where Goodnight soon settled. In 
1857, he joined Cureton's Rangers, serving as a scout and guide.  
When the Civil War broke out, Goodnight and his fellow rang
ers were attached to the Confederacy's Frontier Regiment; they 
spent most of the war protecting settlers along the Brazos River 
frontier in the northwestern part of the state.  

Goodnight was only 30 years old when the Civil War ended.  
The southern states were devastated by the loss of life and 
cause. They were also in ruin financially. Goodnight came home 
to the Keechi range, west of present-day Fort Worth, to find his 
herds scattered. Cattle rustling had gone unchecked during the 
war years, and feral herds were claimed by whoever could get a 
brand on the livestock first. "It looked like everything worth liv
ing for was gone," Goodnight later told his biographer J. Evetts 
Haley. "The entire country was depressed-there was no hope." 

Most Texas cowmen drove their herds north along the 
existing, pre-war cattle trails like the Chisholm, flooding mar
kets in Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri with cheap beef.  
Goodnight came up with another plan. He decided to aim 
for the lucrative U.S. Army and mining settlements of New -, 

Mexico and Colorado. To get there, he had to skirt Comanche W < ' '* 

and Kiowa lands in the Panhandle. He knew horsemen from 
these tribes usually followed the buffalo, so he chose a route 
that would take him south of the buffalo range. It was cal- ' ' 
culated recklessness to follow that route, because it meant 

driving the cattle for days across difficult, waterless terrain.  
As Goodnight prepared for his first drive in the spring of 1866, 

* he traveled to nearby Weatherford for supplies. On the way, he 
'encountered fellow cattleman 

The northernmost post on the Oliver Loving, at Black Springs 
Frontier in the 1850s, Fort Belknap (present-day Oran), gathering his 

displays a range of artifacts, includ- own herds for a drive. Years later, 
ang19th-Centuryphotographs, Goodnightrecalledthe 1866 meet
Native American arrowheads, and ing at Black Springs, recounting 
archeological finds in its museum. for Haley the chivalrous tone of 
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their exchange. "If you will let me, I will go with you," Loving 

said. Goodnight replied, "I will not only let you, but it is the most 

desirable thing of my life. I not only need the assistance of your 

force, but I need your advice." 

I BEGIN MY JOURNEY northwest of Mineral Wells at 

Graford, in search of the site where the legendary partnership 

began. After heading east on Texas 254, I turn north on FM 52.  

The sparsely traveled road rolls over gentle prairie hills punctu

ated by dense patches of post oak and blackjack. As I come into

Oran, the pavement abruptly ends, Fort Chadboure boasts several 

and I'm on the hard-packed dirt restored structures, including 

of Main Street, which is devoid of the Fountain House, where 19th

buildings. On the west side of the Century visitors carved their 

street, a pair of historical markers names into the interior wals.  
relate the town's history and the 

partnership of Goodnight and Loving. Once a bustling frontier 

town, the site today appears a modest beginning for such an 

expansive story-a weathered, stone post office and the worn 

homes of some 60 residents flank an empty field.

AUGUST 2011 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 51
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Heading northwest toward Newcastle, the land becomes dry 
and rough. Three miles south lies Fort Belknap, the northern
most post in a chain of forts along the frontier in the 1850s. At the 
beginning of their legendary cattle drive, Goo night and Loving 
combined herds a few miles southwest of the former post, on the 
western banks of the Brazos River at the Neuhaus Pens. When 
they left the corral on June 6,1866, they had with them 2,000 
cattle, 18 cowhands, and a surplus U.S. Army wagon that Good
night had fashioned into the first known chuckwagon.  

The cattlemen followed the general route of the Butterfield 
Overland Stage, a mail-delivery route established in 1858 be
tween St. Louis and San Francisco. The system was abandoned 
by 1861, but the remaining stage stops-found every 15 to 20

miles-provided a roar map of sorts, because they indicated 
:hat fordable water crossings and good grazing lay nearby.  

The Butterfield route used some of the forts built in the 
1850s as way stations. The forts themselves were established 

by U.S Army troops, whose mission was to protect settlers on 
the frontier. Confederate soldiers later occupied some of the 
forts during the Civil War. Some were eventually abandoned 

altogether and then co-opted as residences by settlers return
ing to the frontier after the war.  

Goodnight and Lovir_g's outfit passed by Fort Phantom Hill, 
a burned-out ruin that some said was haunted. More than 
a dozen chimneys stand today, much as they did then. The 
cattlemen passed through Buffalo Gap on their way to Fort

52 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I AUGUST 2011
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THE GOODNIGHT-LOVING TRAIL 

Chadbourne, which was inhabited first by the military, then 

Butterfield Overland employees, frontier settlers, and finally 

ranchers, whose descendants manage the historic site today.  

I pull into the well-kept grounds just after dawn on a clear 

spring day. Passing through the wooden rail fence, I explore 

the remnants of the military barracks and the hospital, running 

my hands along the warm, brown stones. Next to the barracks 

stands a restored Butterfield Overland Stage stop. Across the 

parade grounds, the former officers quarters are peppered 

with graffiti from Goodnight's era and earlier. Carved by hand 

into the pale yellow walls, sometimes with beautiful script, 

the names of soldiers, cowhands, and ancestors of the current 

owners represent Texas' transition from wild frontier to settled 

ranch and farm land.

WEST OF PRESENT-DAY San Angelo on the Middle 

Concho River, Goodnight and Loving stopped to let the cattle 

drink their fill before leaving the relative safety of the forts.  

This next portion of the trail was the true test of Goodnight's 

scheme. They drove the herd for three straight days and nights 

-it would be 96 miles to the next water on the Pecos River.  

I trace their route by driving west from San Angelo on US 67, 

which roughly parallels the Centralia Draw traveled by Good

night and Loving. I cross terrain that is as different from the 

gentle Keechi Valley as night is from day. The desert stretches 

before me, looking not so much featureless as a monotonous 

homogeny of low scrub brush, dusty soil, indistinct undulations 

in geology, and clear sky that's disorienting in its breadth.  

To better appreciate the harshness of the cattle drive across

BELOW: The trail drivers passed by 

the ruins of Fort Phantom Hill on 
their way to the Pecos River. Today's 

visitors can explore the remnants of 
officers quarters and other buildings.

Historic Viilage can see the jail i fr 
hostile prisoners on the upper floor of 
the 1880 Taylor County CourthousE, 
on e o. f the originl bdings here,
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this waterless plain, I try to span this stretch of the trip wi:ho-t 
drinking a drop. It's no good, even traveling at 7C mph. I stop in 
Big Lake for a cold drink, and again. 13 miles west, in Texcn, to 
pay homage to Santa Rita #1, the well that star-ed the 1920s oil 
boom in Texas. Cattle and oil, two of Texas' economic legacies.  
can be found on this same stretch of remote highway.  

Just past Rankin, I'm still waiting for a glimpse of Castle Gap, 
the limestone rock formation to the north, between present
day Crane and McCamey, that promises the end of this dry 
stretch. Goodnight and Loving directed the herd through this 
mile-wide saddle between the bulk of Castle Mountain to the

north and King Mountain to the south. Today you can navigate 
a network of dirt roads almost to the foot of:he gap. Modern 
treasure hunters looking for the gold of Francisco Vasquez de 
Coronad., supposedly buried here in 1540, or that o=Mexican 
Emperor Maximilian, have damaged the site with pick axes 
and backhoes, so landowners have closed it to the public.  

In Gocdnight and Loving's era, Castle Gap was the land
mark tha- directed travelers to Horsehead Crossing, a pass
able ford on the Pecos River 12 miles west. 'The cattlemen's 
thirsty herd, now numbering 1,700 after losses to exhaustion 
and dehydration on the drive, stampeded at the smell of
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THE GOODNIGHT-LOVING TRAIL

To learn 
of the 
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water. The first Longhorns to reach the river were pushed 

across by those that followed. Some drowned in their craze 

to drink, or died from drinking the brackish, alkaline pond 

water nearby. Others mired in the quicksand. The cowboys 

couldn't save them all. Another hundred head were lost.  

Goodnight described the river that day as "the graveyard 

of the cowman's hopes." 

Standing on the steep, barren bluff above Horsehead Cross

ing, it's hard to imagine a quieter place on earth. The sun sinks 

below the horizon, revealing the subtle beauty of the landscape, 

which just a few hours ago seemed a sun-bleached waste

land. The Pecos, a skinny, windy thing this far north, 

weaves its way through the brush. My boots stick in the 

about one muddy banks of the river, and I realize what a chaotic 

cowboys scene it must have been that day. In the distance, the 

oodnight- gateway of Castle Gap turns a rusty brown against the 

ng Trail, deepening blue twilight.  

ww.texas Despite their losses on the Pecos that day, Goodnight 

ays.com/ and Loving pushed north to Fort Sumner, where the 

extra. U.S. Army bought all their steers to feed the 8,500 Navajos 

starving on the nearby Bosque Redondo. Loving took the 

remaining cattle to market in Colorado, while Goodnight 

returned to Texas. He carried $12,000 in gold-an unheard-of 

profit-with plans to gather another herd before winter came.  

Other cattlemen took note of Goodnight and Loving's suc

cess and followed the trail with their own herds to New Mexico 

and Colorado. In 1867, on the pair's third drive up the Pecos, 

Loving, anxious to secure a government contract 

for their beef, rode ahead of the other outfits on the BELOW: Th 

trail. Wounded by Comanches south of Carlsbad, near Fort C 

New Mexico, he escaped to Fort Sumner, where he thought to 

died a few weeks later on September 25,1867. the Southe

ese buffalo grazing 

hadbourne are 

be descendants of 

rn Plains herd.

ABOVE: A biutt ove the Pec ier 
offers a view of Horsehead Crossing, 
where Goodnight and Loving lost 10t3 

head of cattle to quicksand and drowning.  

Castle Gap appears in the distance.  

To order a print of either photograph on this spread, call 

866/962-1191, or vis t www.texashigihwaysprihts.con.
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Goodnight was at his side at the end. He promised to continue 
their business partnership for two years, giving Loving's family a 
generous share of the profit. He also promised to return Loving's 
body to his beloved Texas. The following spring, he rode with a 
funeral cortege of cowboys back down the trail that bore both 
their names. Goodnight carried Loving home to Weatherford 
in a coffin made of flattened tin cans, encased in charcoal and 
sealed in lumber, and he was buried in the Greenwood Cemetery.  
From the cemetery, you can see a new mural just off the main 
square, which pays homage to local history.  

The partnership between Charles Goodnight and Oliver Loving 
lasted less than two years, but the legacy of their friendship and 
the trail they blazed has endured. It's an indelible tale that Larry 
McMurtry depicts in his Pulitzer Prize-winning novel Lonesome

Dove, and one that foreshadowed the end of the cattle-drive era.  
Goodnight and others continued to use the Goodnight-Lov

ing Trail, extending its reach to Cheyenne, Wyoming, in 1868.  
The steady expansion of the railroads in the 1880s eventually 
made long cattle drives obsolete. Settlers moving west by rail 
strung newly invented barbed wire that kept their livestock in 
place and closed the frontier. Charles Goodnight went on to 
establish cattle ranches in both Colorado and Palo Duro Can

yon and to continue forging Texas history. TH 

Photojournalist JULIA ROBINSON loved exploring the bachroads as
sociated with charles Goodnight, especially the remote areas where she 
could imagine riding with him on the trail. She'll explore Goodnight's 
legacy next month, in the second installment of this two-part series.
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Goodnight-Loving Trail
THE AUTHOR traced the Texas route of the Goodnight

Loving Trail using J. Evetts Haley's 1936 biography Charles 

Goodnight: Cowman and Plainsman as her primary source.  

She bookended her trip with stops in Oran, where Good

night and Loving's partnership began, and the Greenwood 

Cemetery in Weatherford, Loving's final resting place.  

The above map is meant to serve only as a general 

reference. See the special Google map Robinson created, 

which includes some additional sites, at http//:ow.  

ly/SdbwR. If you decide to make the trek yourself we also 

recommend that you take alongThe Roads of Texas to help 

you navigate the backroads. Information about the sites 

mentioned in the story follows.  

Black Springs (present-day Oran) lies northwest of 

Mineral Wells. From Graford, drive 5 miles east on Texas 

254, turn left on FM 52, and drive 2 miles to Oran. The 
historical markers are on the west side of Main Street.  

Fort Belknap lies south of Newcastle. Drive 1.5 miles 
south on US 380, turn left on FM 61, and drive 2 miles 

to Fort Belknap. Call 940/846-3222; www.forttours.com/ 

pages.fortchadbourne.asp.  

Neuhaus Pens. The approximate location of the pens 

was 2 miles southwest of Fort Belknap on the west bank

of the Brazos River. From Newcastle, go south on US 
380, turn left on Miller Bend Rd. An old railroad bridge 
that crosses the river and provides a view downstream 

will be immediately on your left.  

Fort Phantom Hill, north of Abilene, 325/677-1309; 
www.fortphantom.org. From Abilene, exit Interstate 20 

at FM 600, and go north for 14 miles. The main portion 

of the fort is located on the east side of FM 600.  

Buffalo Gap Historic Village, at 133 N. William St., in 
Buffalo Gap, 325/572-3365; www.buffalogap.com.  

Fort Chadbourne lies 12 miles north of Bronte on 
US 277. Call 325/743-2555; www.fortchadbourne.org.  

Castle Gap lies north of McCamey. Go north on 

US 385 for 12 miles, and turn right on Castle Gap Rd.  

After 2 miles, you'll come to a gate that prevents 

further travel. Castle Gap lies to the east.  

Horsehead Crossing lies north of Girvin. Go north 
on FM 11 for 12 miles, take a right on Horsehead Rd., 
and drive 3 miles to the historical marker.  

Greenwood Cemetery, at 400 Front St., in Weather

ford. For details, call the Weatherford Chamber of 

Commerce at 817/596-3801; www.ci.weatherford.tx.us.

www.texashighways.com 
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THE GOODNIGHT-LOVING TRAIL

Oliver Loving's body is buried in 
Weatherford, where a new downtown 
mural by Burleson artist Brad Smith 
commenorates local history.

-; aw 
c r ; 

a 

, 
'

-

AUGUST 2011 I TEXAS HIGHWAYS rJ7
www.texashighways.com



Speaking of Texas

Me For a 
With Miriam A. Ferguson as Texas' 
first female governor, voters got two 

chiefexecutives for the price of one 

Text by GENE FOWLER 

Miriam A. Ferguson and her husband, James E. Ferguson, 
arrive in Austin soon after Miriam won the Democratik 
nomination for Texas governor in September 1932.

J 'M THE ONLY LADY GOVERNOR IN THE WHOLE HISTORY OF THE 
wccrl that I know anything about," proclaimed Miriam A. Ferguson 
(1S75-1961) as she began her unsuccessful campaign for a third term as 

Texas' chef executive in 1940. First elected in 1924 for one term, and then 
again .n 1932 for another, "Ma," as Ferguson became known on the stump, 
was actually the second woman in the United States to take a guberna
torial oath of office, following Nellie Ross of Wyoming by two weeks.  

Ac c riding to her biographers, though, Ma wasn't that crazy about run
ning for governor when her husband, former governor James E. "Pa" Fer
gusor first suggested it. In their 1995 book, Miriam-The Southern Belle 
Who Became the First Woman Governor of Texas, May Nelson Paulissen 
and Carl McQueary write that Jim Ferguson failed to tell his wife she was 
running for governor before he announced her candidacy to the press.  

Miriarr warmed to the idea when Jim explained that it would be a 
good way to get back at the Fergusons' political enemies. The Texas Leg
islature had impeached Jim during his second gubernatorial term in 1917 
for alleged misuse of public funds. Her campaign became a mission "to 
clear my family's good name." 

JiI Ferguson had a history of persuading Miriam, beginning with her 
eventual acceptance of his countless marriage proposals. Though the
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couple both grew up on farms near Belton 

and Salado, their lives were very differ

ent. Jim's preacher father had died when 

Jim was a boy, and his mother struggled 

to make ends meet. Miriam, on the other 

hand, enjoyed a life of privilege, attend

ing Salado College and Baylor Female 

"Me For Ma," declared a 
popular 1924 election slogan, 

"and I Ain't Got a Dern 
Thing Against Pa." 

College at Belton. Jim left home at 16 and 

wandered the West before returning to 

Belton, where he passed the bar in 1897 

after providing his examiners with an 

obligatory quart of Four Roses whiskey.  

On the last day of the 19th Century, the 

future governors of Texas got hitched.  

In 1906, Jim persuaded Miriam to move 

to Temple, where he co-founded and 

became president of Temple State Bank.  

Ma's Bell County Legacy 
BECTON'S BELL COUNTY MUSEUM 
houses the Miriam A.  

Ferguson Collection, which 

includes photographs, correspon
dence, housewares, furniture, and clothing

including the ball gown Miriam wore to he 
husband Jim's 1915 inauguration. While th 
entire collection isn't currently on display, item 

related to Miriam's staunch opposition to the K 
Klux Klan-photographs, political cartoons, an 
newspaper reports-form part of the museum' 
permanent exhibit Passport Through Time: 

Bell County, Texas Journey.  
The museum also boasts the Ferguson Forur 

Collection, comprised of some 500 issues c 
the weekly newspaper in which Jim Ferguso 

espoused his political views and funded the cor 
pole's election campaigns. Researchers can acce_< 

rriaterials by appointment. Call 254/933-524: 
www.belicountymuseumorg. -Nola McKE

She had resisted leaving their home in 

Belton, where daughters Ouida and Dor

race were born and where she cultivated 

her beloved garden, until Jim brought her 

a jar of Temple's black, fertile soil. In the 

growing railroad town of Temple, Jim 

built his family a Victorian mansion.  

In 1914, he persuaded her to leave their 

comfortable life in Temple when he got 

a wild hair to run for governor. Miriam 

accepted his transformation from finan

cial executive to populist hero of the 

common man. "Farmer Jim," as he was 

dubbed, staged his campaign perfor

mances with hayseed flair aimed at vot

ers he called "the boys at the forks of the 

creeks." As Texas political historian L.  

Patrick Hughes puts it, "The Fergusons 

were geniuses at shamelessly 'reimaging' 

themselves as circumstances and elec

toral ambition dictated.'" 

Financial ruin beset the family after the 

humiliation of Jim's impeachment in 1917.  

Barred from holding office in Texas, he 

ran for president in 1920 and U.S. Senator 

in 1922 before drafting Miriam for state 

office in 1924. For [continued on page 60 0
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A former Carnegie Library provides a home 

for the Bell County Museum, which boasts an 
extensive Miriam A. Ferguson Collection.

The Promise 
A Musical Drama Based 
on the The Life of Jesus 

Every Friday & Saturday Evening 

September 3 thri, October 30 

" Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
" Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
- Creation Evidence Museum 
- Dinosaur Valley State Park 
" Dinosaur World 
" Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
" Historic Courthouse Square 

And Much More!! 
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peaki ofIexas continued from page 591

one of her first campaign photos, the pho
tographer urged her to don an old-fash
ioned bonnet, an accessory not normally 
part of Mrs. James E. Ferguson's fashion 
repertoire; the bonnet soon became her 
campaign symbol.  

On the stump and in the pages of his 
newspaper, The Ferguson Forum, Farmer 
Jim promised voters would get "Two Gov
ernors for the Price of One." As for her qual
ifications, Ma told voters, "The governor of 
a state needs to save money, and everybody 
knows a wife can always save two dollars 
where a husband can only save one." 

Though Miriam was a teetotaler, her 
platform was anti-prohibition. She cru
saded against the Ku Klux Klan and 
worked to improve the lives of tenant 
farmers and the conditions in state pris
ons. After her election, the gubernato
rial duo had desks side by side in their 
Capitol office. Miriam's administration 

pardoned hundreds of convicts, as bas
kets of cash reportedly arrived at the 
Capitol from Texans seeking reprieves

for their wayward and unfortunate kin.  
While historians agree that Pa was 

running much of the show during Ma's 

governorship, recent appraisals empha
size Miriam's independence. "She was 

very headstrong," says Jane Bugg, pro
prietor of the antiques shop As Time 
Goes By, which is housed in the Fergu
sons' first home in Belton. "Especially 
for that time, she was really her own 

person." Bugg's cousin, Texas' only other 
female governor, the late Ann Richards, 
agreed. According to Bugg, "Ann thought 
Ma Ferguson was terrific." 

"Fergusonism" remained a colorful and 

important phenomenon in Texas politics 
for 30 years. However history may regard 
Ma's legacy, few people doubt that she 
rattled the system. "A woman governor 
will do Texas some good," she declared 
on the trail in 1940. "I think all this talk 
about men running the state so much 
better than women has been more or less 

exploded. My, my, how much sugar do 

you men want for a dime anyway?"

WITH 

Texas Highways 
12 months of -
Texas' best! *, 

e Great destinations 

" Stunning photography 

" Roundup of events 

* And much more 

Just $19.9 ' 
for a 1-year U.S. subscription 

International subscriptions are just $29.95 

1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 
and mention source code A1HTHM 

www.texashighways.com 

®i Your . ___ .  
A1HTHM 
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For information from our advertisers, 
use the forms in this issue, or go to 

www.texashighways.com.  
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18. Lufkin Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 11 

19. McNay Art Museum, pg. 19 

20. Midland Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 3 

21. Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce, 
pg. 13 

22. Odessa Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 3 

23. Plano, Texas, pg. 20 

24. San Marcos Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 20 

25. Sonora Chamber of Commerce, pg. 65 

26. Texas Department of Agriculture's GO TEXAN, 
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28. Victoria Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 12 

29. Village of Salado, pg. 64 

30. Visit Big Bend Tourism Council, pg. 3
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Longhorn Shield Tee 
A bold scroll des gr and Texas longhorn shield 
are screened in rich tones of red, terra cotta and 
cream. 100% pre-sirunk cotton; machine wash 
warm. Sizes S-XL 

Item 38271 ..... $21.95 

Cooking with Texas Highways 
Enjoy our signature photography-r magnificent 
scenes frcm the Panlandle to the Gulf Coast
while savoring rrore tlan 250 of the best recipes 
Texas Highways nas Ever published! Hardback, 
256 pages, 8-1/2 x :0-3/4 inches, color 

Item 36137...... $24.95

Texas Shield Cap 
Heavy-duty, washed cotton cap in terra cotta is 
handsomely embroidered with our stylized Texas 
shield. Low crown, p-e-curved visor, sewn eyelets 
and sliding-fabric adjustment strap.  
Item 38734 .$16.95 

Texas Wildflower Coasters 
Beautifully decorated ceramic coasters, in a faux 
tumbled-marble design. Showcases assorted Texas 
wildflowers. 4 pxc4 inches. Box of four. e 

Item 37810 ...... $24.95

F

at the 

TexasHihways 
GIFT SHOP 

Howdy from Texas Mug 
Take a trip back n time each time you take a sip.  
Fun vintage Texas art surrounds this 15 ounce 
white ceramic mug.  

Item 37337......10.95 

Texas Star Placemat 
Enhance your table setting in Texas style. Placemat 
features the Texas Star with the look and feel of 
tapestry. Machine wash cold. 12 x 17 inches.  

Item 37809...... $9.95

To order, call 1 -800-839-4997 (386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Or visit www.texashighways.com AUG11
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God Bless Texas Pillow 
Add a little whimsy to any room with this 
accent pillow. Burgundy, white and blue, em
bellished with Lone Stars. 12.5 x 8.5 inches.  

Item 37811......$12.95 

Texas Star Charm 
Classic sterling silver star charm by Kitty 
Keller Designs features a textured background 
with a 3-dimensional star that adds fantas
tic depth. A perfect addition to your charm 
bracelet or necklace. 13/s-inch diameter x 
1/-inch thick.  

Item 37904...... $24.95 

Texas Road Trip CD 
Tune in to 20 great selections from 20 
great artists, including Gary P. Nunn, 
Robert Earl Keen, Dub Miller, Ed Burleson, 
Phil Pritchett, Jack Ingram and more.  

Item 37603...... $19.95

Texas Scroll Art Tee 
Cap sleeve tee printed in a pretty whisper 
of color and softness. Pre-shrunk 100% 
ring-spun cotton, tapered cut. Sizes: S - 2X 

Item 38266...... $21.95 

Inside Texas Tote 
Classic Texas scenes displayed within its 
name give this beautifully crafted tote a 
unique flare. Catton/poly exterior woven in 
tapestry style. -Jll-lined; 14-inch shoulder 
strap. 17 x 12.F irches.  

Item 37418...... $21.95

Three ways to order: 
BY PHONE: Call 1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S) 

BY MAIL: Please use the order form inside this issue.  
Send completed form, along with your payment, including 
shipping and handling to: Texas Highways - #748, PO Box 576, 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

ONLINE: Goto www.texashighways.com 
You may also visit the Texas Highways Magazine Gift Shop 
at 150 E. Riverside, Austin.
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:HAM.

Padre island 
National Seashore 
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Thunbist n nt Huner eakf 

atnter Pk i Guadalupe Mo.ntains Natinal ark 

Item ~ 3590 - Par;sadNtinlSah 

Ite .321..54... .. Originally $11.95, ON SALE $4.50 

Texas Natol arkes TalMp 

Ite 35901 Mc igBed atonl ar 
Item 35902d-iiGadalue Mounans aion~ual y -PrdwtrgrenM~n 

yIueg 3593d adr Isand N.Bautial peahtgaNcatrstesriul eih 

m 2......Originally $15, ON SALE $4.50 

Texas Pulianc 2ard2ens 

Furom e ad-i Hntg roeadnkoacie~rlvpie ae adnM~nl 

Takrce al rint as the Lone Sar Statef fine t anulonres pf aprd ens onr pot 

ygrad roldt evisit nejoy. heatifu theotap[9maptres thestiae visureights 

a 1te pages, x inches, ft clovr. c xover.  

Item 3625 ...... Originally $1.95., ON SALE $1.50 

Texas Alatinac 2010sTra2011 p 
Tae aestrip acror thecrLon Stas ftate Fil eith pnres oftrpcofm and pho-rsito-t 

allthing Texan 73 udlpae 6oxn9inhs. sNftioa Prk 

Item..36708..Originally $19.95, ON SALE $8.50

*

State of Mind Rainbow Tee 
Made of eco-friendly and super-soft and remarkably breathable bam
boo, this tee proclaims: Texas is a State of Mind. Designed in retro
style letters, the rainbow forms a silhouette of Texas.  

Item 38265 ...... Originally $24.95, ON SALE $16.50 
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what would have been Johnson's 103rd 
birthday with festivities on August 27 from 
9:30 am. to 4 p.m. Stop by the park's visitor 
center for a free welcome kit and permit
then watch a video about the 36th presi 
dent and the Hill Country surrounding the 
park, and view exhibits about LBJ and Lady 
Bird Johnson. Refreshments-including 
watermelon, a favorite of President John
son's--will be served in the nearby court 
yard. Also, explore the Sauer-Beckmann 
Living History Farm and enjoy some of 
Johnson's favorite childhood games, in
cluding horseshoes, marbles, and stick- Y 
horse races. Admission is free. Call 830/ 
644-2252, or visit www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

Au ust Events 
BIG BEND COUNTRY 
ALPINE: Big Bend Ranch Rodeo August 12-13. Sul Ross 
State University S.A.LE. Arena. www.bigbendranchrodeo.  
com 432/364-2696 

EL PASO: Viva!ElPaso August -13.Outdoor summer 
musical. McKelligon Canyon Amphitheater. www.viva-ep.org

EL PASO: Arts Market August 13. Arts Festival Plaza.  
http://visitelpaso.com 

EL PASO: Birding Tour August 20. Hueco Tanks State Park 
and Historic Site. www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/ 
parks/huecotanks 915/857-1135 

1IOLANO: Rock the Desert 2010 August 4-6. Christian 
music festival. www.rockthedesert.com 432/697-4548 

tAONAHANS: Roy Hurd Fly-In August 6. Roy Hurd 
Municipal Airport. 432/943-2187

SAN EH1APIO: Mission Trail Art Market August 21.  
www.missiontrailartmarket.com 915/594-8424 

GULF COAST 
ANGLETON: Sports Car Club of America Races 
August 6-7. www.msrhouston.com 281/369-0677 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Hawk Watch August 15-November 15.  
Hazel Bazemore County Park. www.ccbirding.com 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Live! On the Lawn August 18.  
www.lapalmera.com 361/991-3755 

GALVESTON: Bands on the Sand August 5,12. Moody 
Gardens. www.moodygardens.org 

GALVESTON: ArtWalk August 27. Downtown Historic 
District. www.galveston.com/galvestonartscenter 

GALVESTON: Steve Martin and the Steep Canyon 
Rangers August 27. The Grand 1894 Opera House.  
www.thegrand.com 800/821-1894 

GALVESTON: Hotel Galvez Through the Ages in 
Postcards August 27-September 2. www.galveston.com/ 
galvez 409/765-7721 

HOUSTON: Bat Tours on the Buffalo Bayou August 12, 
26. Sabine Street Bridge. www.buffalobayou.org 713/ 
752-0314 

HOUSTON: Houston Cat Club Show August 27-28.  
Hall A, George R. Brown Convention Center. www.houston 
catclub.com 713/688-9007
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KEMAH: Laser Show Spectacular August 4-14. Kemah 
Boardwalk. www.kemahboardwalk.com 281/334-9880 

KEMAH: Rock the Dock Concert Series August 4,11,18, 25.  
Kemah Boardwalk. www.kemahboardwalk.com 281/334-9880 

LAKE JACKSON: Bird Banding August 20. Gulf Coast Bird 
Observatory. www.gcbo.org 979/480-0999 

PORT ARANSAS:UT Marine Science Institute Open 
House August 13. www.utmsi.utexas.edu 361/749-6729 

ROSENBERG: Festival of Glass and Antique Show and 
Sale August 19-21. www.houstonglassclub.org 281/240-0382 

ROSENBERG: Rosenberg Roundup August 20. Historic 
Downtown District. www.rosenbergevents.com 832/595-3520 

SAN BENITO: Conjunto Music Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony August 20. www.cityofsanbenito.com 

SEABROOK: Sailboat Races on Clear Lake August 3,10, 
17, 24, 31. www.clearlakeracing.com 281/468-6909 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Texas International Fishing 
Tournament August 3-7. www.tift.org 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Surf & Turf Adventure Race 
August 12-13. www.unlimitedsportsadventures.com 

TOMBALL:Tomball Night August 5. www.tomball 
chamber.org 281/351-7222 

VICTORIA: Market Day August 20. DeLeon Plaza.  
www.victoriatx.org 361/485-3200 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: Nature Night August 4. Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center. www.wildflower.org 512/232-0100 

AUSTIN: Round Up of Mustangs and Fords August 6.  
www.mocatx.com/carshow/carshows.php 

AUSTIN:I Art Congress August 11. www.amoa.org 

AUSTIN: Paula Poundstone August 26. One World 
Theatre. www.oneworldtheatre.org 512/330-9500 

AUSTIN: NOCC Balance 5K and Kids' K August 28.  
The Domain. www.nocc.kintera.org 

BANDERA: Cowboy Capital Opry August 2. Silver Sage 
Corral. www.silversagecorral.org 830/796-4969 

BANDERA:BR Lightning Ranch Rodeo August 5,12,19, 
26. www.lightningranch.com 830/535-4979 

BLANCO: Market Day August 20. Courthouse. www.  
historicblanco.org/marketday.htm 830/833-2211 

BOERNE: Second Saturday Art and Wine August 13.  
www.secondsaturdayartandwine.com 830/249-7277 

BOERNE: Market Days August 13-14. Main Plaza. www.  
boernemarketdays.com 830/249-5530 

BUDA: Summer Toons and Tunes August 5. City Park.  
www.ci.buda.tx.us 512/312-0084 

BULVERDE: Ring ofFire August 1-22. Celebration of Johnny 
Cash. S.T.A.G.E. Theater. www.stagebulverde.org 830/438-2339 

CASTROVILLE: St. Louis Day Celebration August 21.  
Koenig Park. www.saintlouisday.com 

CEDAR PARK: Monster Jam August 5-6. Cedar Park 
Center. www.cedarparkcenter.com 800/745-3000 

FREDERICKSBURG: Harvest Wine Trail August 5-7, 
12-14. www.texaswinetrail.com 866/621-9463

FREDERICKSBURG: Historic School Open House 
August 6. www.historicschools.org 830/644-2651 

FREDERICKSBURG:Gillespie County Fair August 25-28.  
www.gillespiefair.com 830/997-2359 

GRUENE:Old Gruene Market Days August 20-21. Gruene 
Historic District. www.gruenemarketdays.com 830/832-1721 

KERRVILLE: Kerr County Market Day August 27.  
Courthouse Square. www.kerrmarketdays.org 830/895-7962 

LLANO: Llano Country Opry with George Hamilton IV 
August13. Lantex Theater. www.hillbillyhits.com 325/247-5354 

MARBLE FALLS: LakeFest Drag Boat Races August 12
14. www.marblefallslakefest.com 830/693-2815 

MASON: Mason Country Opry with Dottie Jack and 
Justin Trevino August 23. Odeon Theater. 325/597-1895 

NEW BRAUNFELS:Order of the Purple Foot Grape 
Stomp August 6-7,13-14. Dry Comal Creek Vineyards. www.  
drycomalcreek.com/annualgrapestomp.html 830/885-4076 

PFLUGERVILLE: Music in the Park August 5. Pfluger Park.  
www.cityofpflugerville.com/musicinthepark 512/990-6350 

STONEWALL:Grape Stomp August 27-28. Becker 
Vineyards. www.beckervineyards.com 830/644-2681 

TAYLOR: International Barbecue Cook-Off August 
19-20. Murphy Park. www.taylorjaycees.org 512/365-8485 

UVALDE: Super Regional Soaring Competition August 
6-14. Garner Field Airport. www.ssa.org 513/897-5667

UVALDE: Market Day August 27. Memorial Park. www.  
uvaldemarketdays.com 210/844-8193 

WIMBERLEY: Market Day August 6. Lions Pavilion.  
www.shopmarketdays.com 512/847-2201 

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: Dancing By The Light Of The Moon: The Art of 
FredMarcellino August 1-October 22. National Center for 
Children's Illustrated Literature. www.nccil.org 325/673-4586 

ABILENE: ArtWalk August 11. Historic Downtown.  
325/677-8389 

AMARILLO: Music in the Gardens August 4,11,18, 25.  
www.amarillobotanicalgardens.org 806/352-6513 

AMARILLO: Center City Block Party August 20. www.  
centercity.org 806/372-6744 

BIG SPRING: USHGA Hang Gliding Championship 
August 14-20. McMahon-Wrinkle Airport. www.visitbig 
spring.com 432/264-2362 

CANYON: TEXAS August 2-7, 9-14,16-21. Outdoor musical 
drama. Palo Duro Canyon State Park. www.texas-show.com 
806/655-2181 

DALHART: XIT Rodeo & Reunion August 4-6. Rita Blanca 
Coliseum & Rodeo Grounds. www.dalhart.org 806/244-5646 

DALHART: XIT Arts & Crafts Show August 5-6. www.  
dalhart.org 806/654-0045

Experience... -.  
Discover where Texas began. Visit the El Paso Mission Trail.

1.888.763.7997 -. JD 
www.visitelpasomissiontrail.com h 

.i

Discover Sonora,Texas, where you will find a 
rich Western heritage, natural wonders, and 

a wide variety of family activities to enjoy.  

Explore the Caverns of Sonora.  
Walk the trails of Eaton Hill Wildlife Sanctuary.  

Learn about Sonora's pioneers, cowboys, 

and outlaw Will Carver at the Miers Home Museum 

and Old Sonora Ice House Ranch Museum.  

www.sonoratexas.org 88-387-2880 
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Traveler

O TH SPOTLIGHT 

VENTURE TO EL PASO'S HISTORIC PLAZA THEATRE 
this month for an event touted as the world's largest 
celebration of classic cinema: the Plaza Classic 
Film Festival. From August 4-14, enjoy more 
than 80 films inside the theater, or on top of 
the nine-story parking garage for a more 
"drive-in" feel. Favorites include: Blade 
Runner, Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, Dracula, 
and the restoration of Cecil B. DeMille's 
The Ten Commandments. You can also delve ' < 

into DeMille's work at the festival's featured exhibit, .  
The Ten Commandments: Treasures from the Production 
Archives, at the El Paso Museum of Art. The exhibit 
includes a never-before-seen collection of jewelry, con
ceptual drawings, costumes, and behind-the-scenes 
correspondence from DeMille's final and arguably most 
successful film. ' 

Find out how to buy your ticket or festival pass (and en
joy some extra perks like an invitation to the opening night 
screening and afterparty) at www.plazaclassic.com.

LUBBOCK: Harvest Festival and Grape Crush August 27.  
www.caprockwinery.com 806/686-4452 

MINERAL WELLS: Texas Diesel Truck Pull Association 
Sled Pull August 27. www.tdtpaonline.com 940/325-2557 

PERRYTON: Wheatheart of the Nation Celebration 
August 14-21. www.perryton.org 806/435-6575 

POSSUM KINGDOM: The Pirates of PK Treasure Hunt 
August 6. www.possumkingdomlake.com 940/779-2424 

POST: Post Stampede Rodeo August 11-13. Rodeo 
Grounds. www.postcitytexas.com 806/495-3461 

QUANAH: Riding Club Parade and Rodeo August 5-6.  
Riding Club Arena. 940/663-2222 

SAN ANGELO: Bison Tour August 6. See the bison herd at 
San Angelo State Park. 325/949-4757 

SAN ANGELO: Art Walk August 18. www.downtown 
sanangelo.com/artwalk.html 325/653-3333 

WICHITA FALLS: Texas Ranch Round-up August 19
20. Multi Purpose Event Center. www.ntrehab.org 
940/322-0771 

WICHITA FALLS: Hotter 'N Hell Hundred August 25-28.  
Multi Purpose Event Center. www.hh100.org 940/322-3223 

PINEY WOODS 
HENDERSON: East Texas Sacred Harp Singing Conven
tion August 13-14. www.hendersontx.us 866/650-5529

HUNTSVILLE: J. Griffis Smith's Texas:A Retrospective 
through the Lens and Images irom Texas Highways 
August 1-31. Sam Houston Mdemorial Museum. www.shsu.  
edu/-smmwww 936/29/-1632 

JACKSONVILLE: Gallery Night Art Show and Sale August 
4. Grand Lobby at East Texas fledkal Canter. 903/541-5191 

JEFFERSON: National Clown Veek at the Historic 
Jefferson Railway August 5-6. n wwjeffersonrailway.com 
866/398-2038 

KARNACK: Canoeing at Caddo Lake State Park August 
6,13, 20, 27.1.5-hour tour. 93Mi9-3351 

KILGORE: Friday After Five Coucert August 5. World's 
Richest Acre. www.downtovndlgc.re.czm 903/988-4117 

LIBERTY: Liberty Opry August , 3,20, 27. www.liberty 
opry.com 936/336-5830 

LONGVIEW: Show and Shine Car Show August 14.  
Maude Cobb Activity Center. 9i3r21-0846 

NEW BOSTON: Pioneer Days & Rodeo August 17-20.  
T & P Trailhead Park. www.renustotx.org 903/628-2581 

THE WOODLANDS: Contemporary Masters August 5.  
Houston Ballet performance of three ballets. www.woodlands 
center.org 281/363-3300 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
ARLINGTON: Nature Wal A.gLst -3 River Legacy Living 
Science Center. www.riverlsgvc/.crg 317/860-6752

BASTROP: Bastrop Homecoming and Rodeo August 
4-6. www.bastrophomecomingrcdeo.org 512/923-1440 

BELLVILLE: Spring Creek Bluegrass Club Show & Jam 
August 27. Coushatte Recreation Ranch. www.springcreek 
bluegrass.com 979/865-5250 

BONHAM: Ruby Allmond Songwriting Contest 
August 6. Bailey Inglish Auditorium. www.rubyallmond.com 
903/583-4651 

BRENHAM: Crush for Fun August 6-7,13-14. Pleasant Hill 
Winery. www.pleasanthillwinery.com 979/830-8463 

CANTON: Free State Bluegrass Festival August 17-20.  
www.bluegrasscanton.com 800/243-6502 

CHAPPELL HILL: Lavender and Wine Fest August 14.  
Chapell Hill Lavender Farm. wwv.chappellhilllavender.com 
979,/251-8114 

CHRIESMAN: Gospel and Country Music Showcase 
August 27. Chriesman Center. 979/567-0573 

CUERO: Cuero Country Opry August 18. VFW Hall.  
361/275-3009 

DALLAS: Goblet Show August 1-13. Kittrell/Riffkind Art 
Glass. www.kittrellriffkind.com 888/365-2228 

DALLAS: Butterflies and Bugs Family Festival August 6.  
Texas Discovery Gardens. www.texasdiscoverygardens.org 
DALLAS: Discovery in the Garden Lecture Series 
August 19. Texas Discovery Gardens. www.texasdiscovery 
gardens.org 214/428-7476

0 
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DALLAS: Johnny Mathis in Concert August 20-21.  
Meyerson Symphony Center. www.dallassymphony.com 
214/692-0203 

DALLAS: Steve Martin and the Steep Canyon Rangers 
in Concert August 25. Meyerson Symphony Center. www.  
dallassymphony.com 214/692-0203 

DECATUR: Cruise Night on the Courthouse Square 
August 6. www.decaturmainstreet.com 940/627-6158 

DENTON: North Texas State Fair and Rodeo 
August 19-27. www.ntfair.com 940/387-2632 

FORT WORTH: Amon Carter Museum of American 
Art's 50th Anniversary Community Celebration 
August 13. www.cartermuseum.org 817/738-1933 

FORT WORTH: Public Education Programs at the 
Modern August 14. Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth.  
www.themodern.org 817/738-9215 

FORT WORTH: Great Performances Festival: The Pride 
of America August 26-28. Bass Performance Hall. www.  
fwsymphony.org 817/665-6000 

GIDDINGS: Auto Swap Meet August 27-29. Firemen's 
Park. 512/581-2801 

GONZALES: Texas Youth Rodeo Finals August 1-3.  
J.B. Wells Park. 830/672-6532 

GRANBURY: Last Friday Gallery Night August 26.  
Downtown. 817/579-7733 

GRAPEVINE: SummerBlast August 1-September 5.  
Weekly fireworks, summer markets, festivals and more.  
www.grapevinetexasusa.com 800/457-6338 

GRAPEVINE: Elvis DayAt The Grapevine Opry August 6.  
Palace Theater. www.gvopry.com 817/481-8733 

HALLETTSVILLE: Hallettsville Market Days August 20.  
Knights of Columbus Hall. www.hallettsvillemarketdays.com 

HIGHLAND VILLAGE: Balloon Festival and Fair August 
19-21. Copperas Branch Park on Lake Lewisville. www.  
lionsballoonfest.com 

LA GRANGE: Iron Cuff Motorcycle Rally & Fun Run 
August 12-14. Fayette County Fair Grounds. www.reguladores 
sct.webs.com 

MCKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days August 12-14.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MCKINNEY: Second Saturday on the Downtown 
Square August 13. www.downtownmckinney.com 
972/547-2660

MESQUITE: Mesquite Creative Arts Club Exhibition 
August 1-28. Mesquite Arts Center. 972/216-6444 

MESQUITE: Mesquite Championship Rodeo August 5-6, 
12-13,19-20, 26-27. Resistol Arena at Rodeo Center. www.  
mesquiterodeo.com 972/285-8777 

NAVASOTA: Navasota Blues Festival August 12-13.  
Grimes County Expo Center. www.navasotabluesfest.org 

ROUND TOP: Shakespeare at Winedale August 4-7.  
Winedale Historical Complex's Theatre Barn. www.  
shakespeare-winedale.org 512/471-4726 

SALADO: Salado Legends August 6. Outdoor musical 
drama with dinner. Reservations required. Tablerock 
Amphitheater. www.tablerock.org 254/947-9205 

SCHULENBURG: Schulenburg Festival August 5-7.  
Wolters Park. www.schulenburgfestival.org 

SEGUIN: Seguin Birthday Celebration August 13.  
Conservation Society Complex. www.visitseguin.com 
800/580-7322 

WACO: Margarita & Salsa Festival August 27. Heart 0' 
Texas Fair Complex. www.hotfair.com 254/772-9303 

WILLS POINT: The Spring Fall Classic Sprint Triathlon 
August 21. Lake Tawakoni State Park. www.bigearthracing.  
com 903/560-7123 

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
PLEASANTON: Cowboy Homecoming August 18-20.  
Pleasanton City Park. www.pleasantoncofc.com 
830/569-2163 

SAN ANTONIO: Amazon Voyage: Vicious Fishes and 
Other Riches August 1-September 5. Witte Museum.  
www.wittemuseum.org 210/357-1900 

SAN ANTONIO: Balcones Heights Jazz Festival 
August 5. Wonderland Mall Amphitheatre. www.sanantonio 
central.org 210/732-0055 

SAN ANTONIO: Fiesta Noche del Rio August 5-6,12-13.  
River Walk's Arneson River Theatre. www.fiestanochedelrio.  
com 210/226-4651 

SAN ANTONIO: First Saturdays at the Alamo August 6.  
www.visitsanantonio.com 

WESLACO: Perseid Meteor Shower Party August 12-13.  
Reservations required. Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State 
Park-World Birding Center. 956/584-9156

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from 
anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  
Send future event information to: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009; fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, 
Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep.1.
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9:00 am S.H.O.T. Clinic Sal Rass S.A.LE. Arena 

9:00 am S.H.O.T. Competition at the Sal Ross S.A.LE. Are,a 

7:00pm RA Roiaadeoerfomane at"he Sal Rass S.A.LE. Arena 

SA1UDAY -UU- 1 

9:00 pm DaaceT atlGrnada TheRssSat.e. r 

9:00 am RHAA competition at the Sul Ross S.A.LE. Arena 
10:40 em 17 and under Cow Horse Competition at the 

Sal Rons Outdoor Arena 
s:30 pm Chuckwagon Cookoff on the Ag and 

Natural Resource Sciences G-ounds 
7:00 pm WRCA Rodeo Performance at the 

Sal Ross S.A.L.E. Arena 
Awards Ceremony following performance 

9:00 pm Dance at the Lobo Bar 

1030 am Church Service at the Big Bend Cowboy Church 
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. Daytnpper WITH CHET GARNER 

Ca 

A Wild Day at } 
aura Bridge 

I SET OUT for a place that is a bit like another 
continent, a bit like a science-fiction universe, 
and yet completely Texas. It's not a town, but a 
destination north of San Antonio built around 
adventure and a unique "natural bridge."

;' 9:00 a.m. I unleashed 
my morning at Natural 

Bridge Wildlife Ranch, a 400
acre zoo turned inside out.  
So, as the animals roamed free, 
I explored safely in my steel 
cage (a.k.a., my comfy car).  

Upon entry, an attendant pro

vided an animal field guide and 
a small bag of food pellets, 
then pointed me toward the 
gate. Within seconds I was 
amazed at the diversity of the 
animals coming out of the 
wilderness to greet me. I felt 
a bit like Snow White, then 
quickly realized they were 
only after one thing-FOOD.  
Over the course of the 4.5
mile drive-thru, I fed creatures 
ranging from wildebeests to 
ostriches to an endangered 

scimitar-horned oryx. Some 
even smiled for pictures.  

K,\ 10:15 a.m. The driving 
/ tour ended, but there 

were still animals to see 

around the visitor's center, 
including parrots, peacocks, 
and lemurs. I was glad I saved 
a little food for the pygmy 
goats inside the petting zoo.  

11:30 a.m. It was time 
_ I fed myself. While the 

ranch has a great restaurant, 
as well as picnic tables for 
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sack-lunchers, I drove to the 
nearby hole-in-the-wall Brack
en Store Cafe for a famous 

half-pound "Bracken Burger." 
I ordered a "bean and Frito" 
burger slathered with beans, 
Fritos, onions, and jalapehios 
on both sides of the beef. My 
next adventure was attempt-

ing to finish the 
entire burger.  

l > 1:30 p.m.  
A short 

drive back to
ward the wild
life ranch took 
me to the sim
ilarly-named, 
but completely 
different Nat
ural Bridge 
Caverns, where 
my tour started

the landowner to let them ex
plore a small hole on her prop
erty. After pushing through a 
tight, 60-foot crawlway, they 
discovered Texas' largest cav
ern. The Discovery Tour took 
me past beautiful stalactites 
and stalagmites, creating im
pressive rooms such as Sher-

Contact Natural 
Bridge Wildlife Ranch, 
830/438-7400; www.  
wildliferanchtexas.com.  
Natural Bridge Caverns, 

210/651-6101; www.  
naturalbridgecaverns.  
com. Bracken Store 
Cafe, 210/651-6515.  
Little Mexico Too, 

210/651-3322.

with a trip under the "natural 
bridge" itself, a 60-foot-long 
limestone formation span

ning the cavern's entrance.  

This thin strip of rock used to 
make up the roof of the upper
most cavern, which collapsed 
some 5,000 years ago. While 
the caverns themselves are 

millions of years old, I was 
amazed to learn they were only 
discovered in 1960 by four 
thrill-seekers who convinced

wood Forest, 
named for its 
trunk and can

opy-like forma
tions, and Hall 
of the Moun
tain King, the 
largest known 
cave showroom 
in Texas.  

) 3:00 p.m.  
_/ I stepped 

off the beaten 
path and into

Natural Bridge Caverns' Adven
ture Tour, which attempts to 
re-create the experience of 
the original explorers who en
tered the unknown darkness 
armed with only headlamps 
and flashlights. The tour also 
offered me a chance for re
newal with passage through 
the Birth Canal, a small tunnel 
ranging from around 14 to 20 

inches in diameter. I squeezed 

through and came out covered

in a mix of mud and bat guano, 
making this the most up-close
and-personal experience I've 
ever had with a cave.  

; 5:00 p.m. After taking 

a quick shower on site, 
I explored the park grounds, 
making mental notes for 

another trip to climb the park's 
50-foot tower and experience 
its 350-foot-long zipline tour.  

6:00 p.m. Just as I 
"J >' had emerged from 
the Texas underground, my 
appetite returned, as well.  
I decided to stop by Little 
Mexico Too, a small joint 
serving big tacos out of an 
old stone house. I grabbed 
a couple of crunchy pica
dillo tacos and enjoyed them 
under shade trees next to a 

playscape. Turns out I in

dulged in too much of the 
delicious homemade haba
nero salsa and capped off 
the day with a burning mouth.  

I HAD definitely crossed 
over the "natural bridge" to 

the wild side of life, and I 
highly suggest you try it, 
too. So, whether you follow 
my footsteps or forge your 
own path, I hope to see you 
on the road. TH
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