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An uplifting image from a106-degree day during the 2011 drought- Photographer Wyman Mein er caught this night 

hawk swooping in to the surface of a stock tank in North Texas, beak open wide, to catch a splash of water to drink 

Where's the Beauty in Drought? 
= E20 1 )1 D R U G H1T, combined with the absolutely unprecedented heat, has 

dominated conversation and ranked at the top of virtually everyone's list of the 

most immediate worries we face. As the eternal optimist, even I have been hard

pressed to see the glass half full. After all, when will we receive enough rain to fill the 

glass the rest of the way? So, when Wyman Meinzer emailed his photograph that freezes 

the flight of a night hawk, beak open wide, approaching the surface of a North Texas stock 

tank's red-clay-colored water, for a drink, I sensed a flash of the positive. This image pro

vides a hint of at least one wild creature's ability to survive horrible circumstances. Maybe 

we are just one day closer to the next rain and not taking another step into a drought

stricken future. It's inevitable that much wildlife will not be so fortunate as the night hawk 

that can fly to water. Months without rain result in a true struggle for earth-bound animals 

when they are forced to migrate over the parched landscape to find scarce water.  

And, of course, Texas plants struggle with this extremely harsh weather as well. Even 

the most hardy native species conserve their inner resources during tough times. Fortu

nately, we have photographer Steven Schwartzman to show us that, even in the autumn of 

2011, we'll be able to enjoy some fall color provided by native plants. In this case, that fall 

color appears on the micro scale. Schwartzman's photography and text begin on page 36.  

One solution to alleviate the worries about drought is a quick trip to the coast. By the 

time you receive this October issue of Texas Highways, you'll still have time to enter the 

magazine's "Where in Texas Are You?" contest (visit www.texashighways.com). The 

winner, whose name will be drawn at the end of September, will receive a weekend stay 

at Galveston's Hotel Galvez. This is one time when you might wish for a rainy weekend 

to celebrate a vacation getaway.

Follow THon Facebook and Twitter 
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3 6 With October's shorter days and 

slightly cooler temperatures, some native 
Texas plants-from goldeneyes and golden
rod to gayfeather and broomweed-start 
producing flowers. And colorful leaves 
appear in surprising juxtapositions.  
Text and photographs by STEVEN SCHWARTZMAN

4 1 A tour of four wineries on the 

Piney Woods Wine Trail turns up not 
only appealing wines, but also delectable 
food, live music, and interesting lodging.  
Exploring a wine trail is a great way to 
celebrate Texas Wine Month.  
Text and photographs by RANDY MALLORY

Chirxk out wiasgwyscr 
for m re travel information 

Q nta Mazatlan 52 In McAllen, an adobe mansion 
built in the 1930s welcomes visitors as 
part of the nine-site World Birding Center.  
Guided tours of the home and gardens 
highlight the site's history and wildlife.  
Text by LORI MOFFATT 

Photographs by RANDALL MAXWELL
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Up Front 
Backstory from the editor 
Finding beauty in drought 

61 Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 
Ma and Pa and missions 

o I Postcards 
Reliving History at Fort Leaton 

A restored trading post near 
Presidio offers insights into 
life here in the mid-1800s.  
Plus: A TH photo exhibit at the 
Institute of Texan Cultures.  

177 TH Taste 
For Those About to Wurst, 
We Salute You! 
An Austin couple embrac
ing the family's German

roots proves they can wurst 
with the best of them at New 
Braunfels' annual festival. Plus: 
Oktoberfest in San Antonio.  

211 Weekender 
Kicking Back in Kerrville 
From Guadalupe River play
grouids to museums and 
music, Kerrville matches laid
back expectations. Plus: King 
Tut comes to Houston.  

4 Speaking of Texas 
Meet Me at the Plazas 
With a rich history that pre
dates the Battle of the Alamo, 
San Antonio's adjacent Main 
and Military plazas remain 
a vibrant part of the city.

7 TH Traveler 
A roundup of October events 
Festivals in Tyler and Planters
ville and autumn images at 
Austin's Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center.  

721 TH Daytripper 
No Finer Day in Shiner 
Chet Garner's Shiner discover

ies include the iconic brewery, 
a cigar-factory museum, and 
German-Czech culture.  

731 Window on Texas 
Written on the Wind 

Among the some 175 historic 
! windmills at the American 

Wind Power Center in Lubbock 

stands a symbol of the future.

About Our Cover 
The West family enjoys a quiet 
moment at the ake in Bastrop State 
Park, only a mile east of Bastrop. A 
scenic, 12-mile road connects the park 
to Buescher Sta-e Park, which offers 
similar vistas. Together, the parks 
comprise some 7,000 acres within 
the Lost Pines region and offer hiking, 
camping, biking, swimming, and 
fishing. Photo by Stan A. Williams 

Photographic , 
Prints Available 
Some images in this issue are avail
able as prints in two distinctive 
formats. For more information, call 
toll-free 866/962-1191, or visit www.  
texashighwaysp rints.com.
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OUR HOTELS ARE 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND 
CONVENIENTLY LOCATED. lil_

Now, with BEST WESTERN*, 
BEST WESTERN PLUS* and 
BEST WESTERN PREMIERE we'ye made it 
easy to find the hotel that's just right for your 
trip. When you stay with Best Western, you're 
staying with The World's Biggest Hotel Family-M 

yet each is independently owned, which means 
there will always be someone there who cares 
about you and rewards you for your loyalty.  

THERE'S ONE RIGHT HERE IN 
TEXAS WHERE YOU'LL GET 
1,000 BONUS POINTS.  
Join Best Western Rewards", our FREE rewards 
program, and now through December 31, 2011, 
you can earn 1,000 bonus points for every 
qualified night you stay at a participating 
Best Western branded hotel in Texas for up to 
4 nights! Every dollar spent at any Best Western 
hotel worldwide will earn you points. Points 
can be redeemed for free room nights-with no 
blackout dates, partner rewards, merchandise, 
dining, retail and gift cards. So, stay more-earn 
more! Join the club today.

PLUS
The World's Biggest Hotel FamilysM

Other restrictions may apply. Visit bestvesternTexas.com/highways for complete terms and ccndit ons. All Best Western Rewards@ program rules apply.  
See bestwesternrewards.com for additicnal prog -a -.e-ms. For a list of most current properties, lo al attractions and events visit bestwesternTexas.com. Some 
amenities not available at all locations. Each Beat Wes:ern@ branded hotel is independently owned and operated. Best Western and the Best Western marks 
are service marks or registered service marks of Best Western International, Inc. 2011 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved. Hotel photos shown 
top to bottom: Bastrop, Texas; Denton, Texas; Forev, Texas.
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Know the Way to San Jose? 
Regarding Andy Sharp's story on San 

Antonio's missions [August]: I visited 

Mission San Jose in January a couple of 

years ago. It was a fantastic time to go as 

the crowds were sparse. I was abso

lutely struck by the beauty and the 

warmth of the mission. The historical 

displays were so interesting, and I could 

almost feel the presence of the souls 

who lived there so long ago. If you are a 

photographer, it's a real treat for the lens.  

I hope to return when I have more time

to linger and see the other missions.  

REBECCA RUMFOLA McKINNEY 
TH Facebook Fan 

I went to San Antonio with my grand

mother for the first time in 1952. I'll 

never forget seeing the Rose Window at 

Mission San Jose on that first visit.  

JIM BRYAN 

TH Facebook Fan 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The San Antonio Mis
sions National Historical Park website

0TH READER 
RECOMMENDATION 

1,- .w'~ 

WE VISITED the Historic Aviation Memorial Museum at Pounds Field in Tyler, 
and what a treat! We enjoyed exhibits chronicling the history of aviation from the 
Wright Brothers to the Space Shuttle, including influential men and women and both 
the military and commercial arenas. The museum volunteers have created a won
derful set of exhibits worthy of an hour-or-two visit with the family. What a gem! 

KAREN PETERSON, Houston 

The Historic Aviation Memorial Museum (HAMM) is at the Tyler Pounds Airport, 150 
Airport Dr., 903/526-1945; www.tylerhamm.com.  

6 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011

CONTACT TH 
We want to hear from you! Send feedback and rec
ommendations to: Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009. Email: letters05(atexashighways.com. We re
serve the right to edit items. Because we're unable to check 
out every recommendation, and because hours vary and de
tails can change, please call ahead for more information.  

PLEASE PASS THIS MAGAZINE ALONG 

PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER

(www.nps.gov/saan) provides details on 

The Rose Window ("La Ventana de 

Rosa"), which was sculpted around 1775 

on the south wall of the San Jose church 

sacristy. The window is described as "the 

site where the Host was 

shown to gathered mis

sion celebrants during 

the Feast ofPentecost." 

Two for One 
Gene Fowler's article "Me for Ma" 

[Speaking of Texas, August] is a great 

snapshot of political history in Texas.  

Ma and Pa Ferguson were two of the 

crookedest politicians ever to serve in 

public office, anywhere! I have just fin

ished reading Judge Ken Anderson's 

book Dan Moody, Crusader for Jus
tice [Georgetown Press, 2008]. Ander

son chronicles Moody's career from 

District Attorney to Attorney General 

to Governor of Texas, during which he 

won battles and convictions against both 

the Fergusons and the Ku Klux Klan. I 

highly recommend this book about a 

crucial period in Texas' history.  

ROBERTR. PAYNE 
Leander 

Backroads Rambler 
I've been traveling the Texas back

roads for two weeks, using TH as a guide 

for the trip and visiting places barely on 
the map. And there is no place like Texas.  

1 live in Germany, but my heart is in Texas.  

JON JOHANNESSEN 
TH Facebook Fan



... but what you will remember most is the warm West Texas hospitality.  

BIG BEND is Texas' vast backyard playground. Hike, canoe, raft, ride horses, mount 
explore back country roads or just relax and soak up spectacular National Park lands 
www. visitbigbend. com

Make ALPINE the center of your.  
beauty, unique nightlife and shop 
array of hotels and guest lodging 
staging grounds for your West Te 
www.visitaipinetx.com

MIDLAND 

El Paso Guadalupe Mn 
tonal Par 285 ODESSA 

54 

10 20 385 

18 67 

in bike, * . FORT STOCKTON 

capes. 118 

FORTDAVIS 67 

90 285 

ALPINE 385 

Marfa 
attention. Natural 67 MARATHON * 
ping, and a grand 90 
make this the perfect 8 
xas adventure. Pr d .  

"BgLudRnch 

TAS ERLINGUA 
BIG BEND 
NATIONA 

PARK

FORT DAVIS, National Historic Site, Davis 
Mountains State Park, McDonald Observatory, 

the Nature Center and a vast array of activities for 
all to enjoy. Over 250 rooms, quaint restaurants 

and unique shopping, equals fun for all! 
www.fortdavis.com

Enjoy the restored FORT STOCKTON, Museum, Historic Sites, 
Ste. Genevieve Wines, 18-hole Municipal Golf Course, 17 Motels, 
RV Sites, 32 Restaurants, Unique Shopping and so much more!!! 
www. tourtexas. com/fortstockton

MIDLAND is Your Window to the West-a great starting 
point for your trip to West Texas! The Midland International 
Airport is the closest airport to Big Bend National Park.  
www. visitmidlandtexas. com

ODESSA is the gateway to Big Bend and 
all the scenic wonders of West Texas.  

Enjoy a Shakespearean play, study the 
history of ranching and experience warm 

West Texas hospitality.  
www. odessacvb. com 2 ne 
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Reliving Hi'story at Fort Leaton 
Though never used as a military installation, this West Texas tradingpost saw its share ofdrama Text by E. DAN KLEPPER

* IVING IN THE BIG BEND, AMONG 
the remnants of Texas' frontier 

past, it's easy to imagine life here 

a hundred years ago. Little has changed 
across this hardscrabble desert, and, for

tunately for history enthusiasts like me, 
many of the relics from BigBend's pioneer 

days have been rescued and restored. One 

of my favorite haunts, Fort Leaton State 

Historic Site, presides over southern 

Presidio County from its perch above the 

8 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011

Rio Grande river valley. The sprawling 
adobe building with some 40 rooms lies 
on 22.5 acres off FM 170, three miles east 

of Presidio. Managed by the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, the site serves 

as the westernmost entrance to BigBend 

Ranch State Park. It also provides the 

ideal setting for visualizing the dramatic 

arc that has defined the region over the 

past century-and-a-half.  

When I heard that Fort Leaton had

almost completed a three-year project 

that involved adding reproduction 19th

Century furnishings to the historic living 

and workingquarters,I made plans tovisit 

again. While the site had been restored 
years ago, the rooms had been empty un

til now. I timed 

my trip with A Fort Leaton staff mem

the "unveiling" ber lights luminarias 
that took place in preparation for the site's 

last December, annual La Posada event.

~ .. ,,rouvaun w



8th Annual Barn Dance Gala 
Oct. 8 LaBahia Dance Hall 6-11 pm 

979-289-3378

35th Annual Chappell Hill Scarecrow Festival 
October 8-9 

800-225-3695

Antique Rose Emporium 
Prepare to be inspired! 

979-836-5548

Must Be Heaven 
Downtown Brenham 

979-830-8536 

wy 'i), 
ed 1f

The Barnhill House 
An old-fashioned toy store 

979-836-1817

C 
THYME...  

A Day Spa & Salon 
979-421-6044 

Far View... A 
Bed & Breakfast Estate 

979-836-1672

C 

Heritage Home Tour & Trunk Show 
November 19-20 

979-836-1690

Downtown Art Gallery The Stone Cellar 
Local Artists, Affordable Fall Wine Festival Nov. 5 

979-836-1622 979-249-3390



Postcards

in conjunction TPWD curators place 

with La Posada, reproductions of 19th

the fort's annual Century furnishings in 
Christmastime the parlor, enhancing vis
celebration. Lu- itors' understanding of 
minarias lining how the space was used.  

the top of the 

adobe walls along the fort's perimeter 

greeted me upon arrival that evening.  

More luminarias flanked the walkways, 
and inside the structure, candles illumi

nated the newly furnished rooms, just as 

they had in the fort's heyday. The festivi

ties-including music and theatrical per

formances-were in full swing, but my 

sights were set on exploringthe fort itself.  

Built in the mid-1800s, Fort Leaton 

served as the region's major trading 

post for some three decades. Many peo

ple assume that it was a U.S. Army post 

and part of the military expansion that 

occurred during the same period across 

West Texas; however, the massive struc

ture was constructed for business rather

than fortification. Its recorded history-a 

concatenation ofevents rangingfrombois

terous to downright sordid-begins with 

the arrival in 1848 of trader Ben Leaton 

and Juana Pedrasa in Presidio del Norte 

from, most likely, Chihuahua. Leaton and

Pedrasa never married but already had 

three children when they reached the 

state's western Rio Grande borderlands, a 

region known atthe time as La Junta de los 

Rios. Edward Hall, a teamster employed 

byLeaton, and two [continued on pa 13
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The Spotted Pony 
Renaissance Vear Pouna? 

102 Midway Street 
(281) 355-1880 Cafe' 

Get Fresh At Ellen's! 
507 Gentry St.  

(281)353-9229

Al"Wat Eierys'Iting 

P""p Hollendip 
210 Gentry Street 
(281)355-0199

Gifts, JeweEry, 
& Accessories 

134 Main St.  
(281) 285-0005 

r find ue on 

Atnis4 arm 

200 Main Street 
281-651-9209 
amishbarn.com

STEEL HORSE 
HOME DECOR 

CUSTOM w.OD SIGNS 
BABY GIFTS 

CHILDREN'S ROOM DECOR 
115 Midway Street (281)288-2046 

www.thesteelhorse.com

Vuri
['he Hat People 
"Locaffy }Worf'Famous" 

('Sr(25- 7

ASIAN ANT U Es 

207 Midway 
281-355-9200

4

A Classic Country Store 

115 Midway 
(251) 258-9501

GALLi'YY 
281-367-4901 

I PTLGALLERYCOM

German Gift (Douse 
A World of German Treasures..  
Collectibles *Jewelry* Linen* 

Candies 
281-528-8877

,4atrues i Hoe 9ner tr...  

218 Main 91; 
(281) 528-6445 
crcollectibles.com
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Starts with 

Txas 
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Join us! Get 12 issues chock-full 
of Texas' best getaways, events, attrac

tions, and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year subscrip
tion to Texas Highways Magazine is just 
$19.95 ... that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 

members, and business associates 
all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 
Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 
(yours or a gift) is $19.95. Additional 
U.S. orders are just $17.95 each when 

ordered at the same time.  

To order by phone, call 

1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Central 

Sat & Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

Visa- MasterCard 
Discover -American Express

Or visit 

w.texashighways.com

SYES! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months!

Please print 
MY NAME

Address

City State Zip 

E-mail address 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

Just $19.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

w

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form 
in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

6110SU

aV [EXS1IGHAY TOA
[YES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME 

Address 

City State Zip 

E-mail address 

Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO:

RECIPIENT'S NAME 

Address

City State 

To include more gifts, enclose a list.

Zip

Just $19.95 for 
the first U.S.  
subscription, and 
$17.95 for each 
additional U.S. order! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.) 

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form in 
the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a gift card to your recipients 
in November or December to announce 
your gift.  

All new gift subscriptions will start 
with the January issue. 71 N6KS
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Postcards 

Griff Smith's Texas 
Institute of Texan Cultures exhibit to showcase TH photography

THE 11-FOOT-TALL, NEON TEXAS FLAG that welcomes visitors at the Institute of 
Texan Cultures in San Antonio plays a central role in a photography exhibit that goes 
up at the museum beginning October 1. -exas Highways staff photographer J. Griffis 
Smith paired the flag with the silhouette of a cowboy and captured the iconic image 
(above) in 1986. It's one of 58 photographs in Griff Smith's Texas: A Retrospective Through 

the Lens and Images From Texas Highways.  
Smith, who's now TH Photography Ed tor, has worked for the magazine for more 

than 25 years. During his career, he has crisscrossed the state and covered a wide 
spectrum of subjects, from majestic landscapes to intriguing people who have 
contributed to the tapestry of Texas culture.  

"The ITC tells the stories of Texas and Texans, and with its rich diversity, Griff Smith's 
Texas accomplishes this in spectacular fashion," says Bryan Howard, director of ex
hibits at the museum. Call 210/458-2300; www.texancultures.com. -Nola McKey

0 continued from page 101 other traders 

named John Burgess and John Spencer, 
accompanied the family.  

In need of property for a new trading 

post venture, Leaton bribed the local al

calde (presiding government official) :o 

supply counterfeit titles to parcels of farm

land, includingthe future Fort L eaton site.  

After evicting the Mexican farming fam-i

lies alreadylivingandworkingcnthe land, 
Leaton built his rambling trading post, 
dubbed it Fort Leaton, and set up shop.  

I began my self-guided tour in the

trading-post office. The newly renovated 

office features an accounts book, used to 

record the purchase and sale of goods, 
sitting open on a rustic reproduction of 

a period-perfect desk. The entries, writ
ten in ink and lit by candlelight, include 

whiskey, lard, goats, and dried pumpkin.  

Crates and barrels designed to ship goods 

like nails, doorknobs, soap, fabric, and 

ceramics line the floor of the room. Sev

eral of the lids had been pried open. The 

entire setting suggests that a clerk had 

just made an entry in the ledger and left

THE CULTURE.  
STAY FOR 
THE SPA SS.  

Enjoy authentic German culture, 

and plenty of pass (fun), smack 

in the middle of Texas. It makes 

for some pretty interesting 

festivals, that's for sure.  

Gruene Music GWine Fetival 10/6 -10/9

Texas Clay Festival 

Wurstfest 

Tour de Gruere 

Weihnachtsmorkt 

Wassailfest

10/22-10/-83 

11/4-11/13 

11/5-11/6 

11/18-11t20 

12/1

New Braunfels 

Jump in.
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November 10 - December 10, 2011 -TexasFurnitureMakersShow.com 

0 7 re C 

800-221-7958 - kerrcvb@ktc com KerrvilleTexas CVB.com

Cabins 
Rental Cottages 

Full Service 
Resorts 

Luxury B&B's 
Reunion Facilities 

Corporate Retreats

Centrally Located 
Four Seasons of Fun

www.getwaycapital. com

the room. (Leaton couldn't read or write, 
so he kept several clerks on the payroll.) 

But it was the large warehouse around the 

corner from the office that really gave a 

sense of the full-scale traffic of goods that 

passed through the post, symbolized by 
the stacks of large crates and barrels dis

played just inside the imposing wooden 
doors and labeled with faraway origins 
such as Cincinnati and St. Louis.  

Next, I examined the living quarters.  

The new furnishings illustrated the sim

ple but comfortable conveniences that a 

house of means could provide its occu

pants at the time. As I moved from room 

to room, I could see how this collection of 

residential spaces truly functioned. The 

furnishings clearly define the former life 
of this place. Cabinets, trunks, day beds, 
blankets, mirrors, sconces, personal 

items, and decorative arts such as re

tablos and religious symbols adorn the 

rooms. A team of curators, interpreters, 
artists, and craftsmen, under the direction 

of TPWD's chief curator, Joanne Avant, 
had transformed the dining room, sitting 

room, family parlor, formal parlor, and 

kitchen into echoes of their past.  

The new additions create a sense of 

activity and occupation within the rooms 

but maintain a respect for the beauty of 

the adobe's minimalist architecture. The 

furnishings complement the austerity 

found in large, open spaces of white

washed, handcrafted earthenbricks; gen

erous windows and doorways sheltered 

byhand-carved shutters; and soaringceil

ings with rope-hanging iron chandeliers.  

The kitchen features copper pans and 

ladles, a metate (grinding stone), ceramic 

pots, and an adobe oven. The room is 

surprisingly small for the number of resi

dents it served. In addition to an extended 

family of adults and siblings, 18 servants 

and laborers were counted as household 

inhabitants in an 1870 census. The din

ing room, with its long wooden table set 

for the evening meal, suggests that half a 

dozen family members and guests might 

have eaten here at any given time.  

As I entered the grand, spacious formal

14 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011



Postcards 

A rustic desk and an of this period in 
open ledger define the West Texas his

trading post's office. A tory attract me 

window offers a view of as much as its tri
modern-day Presidio. umphs, and avis

it to Fort Leaton 

never fails to draw some of the ghosts from 

the shadows. With La Posada festivities 
proceeding noisily in the courtyard just 

. beyond the adobe walls, the candle flames 
from the ballroom's chandeliers seemed 
to illuminate the duplicity once concealed 
within the rooms' dark corners.  

After constructing the trading post, 
Leaton made several trips to San Antonio 

- during the late 1840s and early 1850s in 
order to file, and hopefully legitimize, 
his fraudulent land titles. In 1851, on his 

third trip and accompanied by his family 
and Edward Hall, he died of an "uniden

parlor, alsoknown astheballroom,Ibegan business acumen, but his perfidy and the tified illness," leaving his property and 
to think about the events that unraveled treachery of the men who followed in his possessions to Pedrasa and their three 
around the fort after Leaton's death. The steps are also part of the history of these children. Pedrasa married Hall in 1852, 
fort may stand as a testament tc Leaton's rooms. I confess that the darker aspects and they returned to the fort sometime 

" 
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Kick up your heels 

TR, . . , at BOOTFEST' 
This is Victoria, Texas biggest 
guitar jammin, boot making, 

poker playing, arts 'n crafts buying, 
Sfun having, kids squealing, 

fireworks booming, 
cotton candy & dinner on a stick, 

FREE general admission 
event of the year!

BOOTFEST.ARG 
- 361-582-4285

CONROE, TX 
Urban Jewel in the Pincy Woods 

We have a fall bass tournament, a big 
Cajun Catfish Festival, Texas heritage, 

NRo E everything 
Visitors Guide in between! 

Fall in Conroe brings great weather, perfect 
for our Cajun Catfish Festival Oct. 14 to the 16,1' 

followed by three days of the ever popular 

Toyota Texas Bass Classic from the 28"' to 30"' 
See our website for details. Bring this 

ad and get a FREE Visitors Gift.  

Call us and we'll tell you more. C O N (LOE 

COu? Order your Visitors Guide today. CONVENTION& '1t0ro BuREA 

TH1 1-877-426-6763 www.playinconroe.Corn Fateboo

Postcards 

between 1856 and 1859 to reopen the trad

ing post. Needing money, possibly to pay 

gambling debts, Edward Hall secured a 

cash loan from John Burgess, using the 

fraudulent Fort Leaton mortgage as col

lateral. But when Hall defaulted on the 

loan, he refused to relinquish the prop

erty. Burgess managed to acquire clear 

title to the property and sent a group of 

men to evict the Halls. At some point dur

ing the encounter Edward Hall was shot 

and killed. Burgess was able to move his 

family into the fort afterwards,butin1876, 

an angry William Leaton, the youngest 

son of Ben Leaton and Juana Pedrasa, shot 

and killed Burgess. Despite Burgess' un

timely death, his family continued to oc

cupy Fort Leaton for the next 50 years.  

The tiny sitting room, located within 

the heart of the compound, was the last 

stop on my tour. The candlewicks in the 

chandelier were almost spent, and melted 

waxdroopedlikeiciclesfromtheironrim.  

The room's appointments-a wooden 

chair, a toy, a crucifix atop a small writing 

desk-cast long, odd shadows against the 

darkening walls. For a moment I thought 

I caught a glimpse of someone in the 

mirror that hung along the far wall. But 

just as I imagined the profile of a young 

woman settling into the glass, a sudden 

puff of wind blew through the window 

and snuffed the last candle out. r 

Fort Leaton 
State Historic Site 
is 3 miles east of Presidio, off FM 170, 
and offers tours of restored structures 
and exhibits. Admission: $3, ages 12 and 
younger free. TPWD Parklands Passports 
honored. On weekends during the school 
year, student docents dress in period 
costumes and provide interpretive tours.  
At Christmastime, the staff hosts its annual 
La Posada. Facilities include three picnic 
sites and a nature trail. Call 432/229-3613; 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/ 
parks/fort leaton.

16 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011
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For Those 
About to 

Wurst, We 
Salute You! 

New Braunfels celebrates 
its German roots with a 

10-day salute to sausage 

Text by CLAUDIA ALARCON

N THE FALL OF 1999, IN THE MIDST OF A HEADY COURTSHIP, I MADE 
the short trek from Austin to New Braunfels with my future husband, Will Lar

son, who was beginning to embrace his German heritage. The purpose of the visit: 

to attend Wurstfest, the town's self-proclaimed "10-Day Salute to Sausage" 

and proud celebration of all things German. Will wore a pair of authen

tic lederhosen and a Bavarian hat he had brought back from Germany, 
and we polkaed badly to the Shiner Hobo Band, ate giant sausages on a 
stick, and drank beer out of little plastic cups. That day, I realized that 

Wurstfest not orl unites the whole city and surrounding area, but it also 

offers a chance for those with German heritage to congregate and pass 

down their culture and traditions. It was heartwarming. We became regular a-tendees.  

Last year, Wurstfest celebrated its 50th anniversary, and we were not about to miss 

it. We arrived early on a sunny Saturday afternoon at the festival grounds at Landa 

Park, on the cypress-lined banks of the Coral River. I enjoy watching the atmosphere 

change throughout the day, and we wanted to catch the performance by Blasorchester 

der Freiwilligen Feuerwehr Bonbaden, a full brass band from Baden, Germany. We 
were also really hungry-ready to eat our favorite foods-on-a-stick.  

Here's the festival layout: As you enter ie grounds, you'll 

find abundant booths selling drink tickets; you can use cash Tongue in cheek? At 5 p.m.  
for food. Next to Das Grosse Zelt (the Big Tent), where most on Wurstfest's opening 
of the major acts perform, a Ferris wheel dominates the day, hundreds of revelers 
carnival area, providing revelers with a bird's-eye view of kick off the event with the 
the festival grounds. The nearby Biergarten beckons with pic- traditional "Biting of the 
nic tables under the oak trees, and the Kinderhalle, an Sausages" ceremony.  
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We polkaed badly to the Shiner Hobo Band, 
ate giant sausages on a stick, and drank beer 

out of little plastic cups.

entertainment area for 

children, features live 

performers and arts ac

tivities. The historic '.  

Wursthalle, built as a 

cottonseed warehouse 

in the early 1900s, fea

tures continuous music 

and a huge dance floor, 
all surrounded by par

tygoers. Every hour or 

so, bands launch into 

the Chicken Dance, and 

it seems that everyone 

in New Braunfels has 

known the moves since 

childhood. Directly 
behind the Big Tent, 
the Marktplatz buzzes .  

with vendors selling 

food and drinks, Ger

man arts and crafts, an

tique dolls, ornate beer 

steins, and embroi

dered items, as well as 

Wurstfest buttons, T

shirts, and over-the-top 

hats. On the other side 

of the Marktplatz, Das 

Kleine Zelt (the Little Tent) also features 

live bands throughout the day.  

But we were focused on the food: Will 

loves the bratwurst with sauerkraut on a 

bun, and the giant sausages with the din

ner roll speared at the bottom of the stick 

to catch the drippings as you eat them; I 

am partial to the succulent grilled pork
chops-on-a-stick from the New Braunfels 

Little League. Judging by the constant 
long lines, the all-around favorites are the 

golden kartoffelpuffer: potato pancakes 

served with applesauce and sour cream.

f +

And since this is Wursthalle, built in 
Central Texas, you'll the early 1900s as a 

find juicy links of cottonseed warehouse, 
jalapeno sausage now features continuous 
wrapped in hot live music and dancing.  

flour tortillas.  
As we approached Das Grosse Zelt, we 

could hear the sounds of a traditional brass 

oompah band. I looked around me to take 

in the multicultural scene: groups wearing 

little felt hats covered in pins from Wurst

fests past; families with toddlers on their 

laps and children eating popsicles; couples

0 
0 

0 
0
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beat at Das Grosse Zelt (the Big Tent), this Wurst
fest celebrant takes the plunge on the dance floor.  

dressed in matching Bavarian costumes; 

whole tables clapping in unison and quaff

ing pitchers of beer. The bandleader ad

dressed the crowd in perfect English with 

a thick German accent: "And now we will 

play a song for our American friends;' he 

said before the band launched into a spir

ited version of "The Stars and Stripes For

ever." I became overwhelmed with emo

tion. Only at Wurstfest, I thought, would I 

witness such a scene.  

As the sun set, the Alex Meixner Band 

took the stage. Meixner, a Grammy-nom

inated musician and accordion virtuoso, 
rocked the tent with explosive polkas 

while the Ferris wheel lit up in the back

ground and costumed college kids began 

arriving. My face hurt from smiling. We 

drove back to Austin, certain of Wurst

fest's bright future, and knowing we'll be 

there to experience it as often as we can.  

Wurstfest 2011 
takes place in New Braunfels' 
Landa Park (120 Landa St.) Novem

ber 4-13. Admission: $8 at the gate, $6 in 

advance; free age 12 and younger. For hours, 

parking information, and other details, call 
800/221- 4369; www.wurstfest.com.

DD A LITTLE ZEST TO YOUR VACATION 
in Beaumont! Experience pure Texas hospitality 
mixed with a twang of Cajun swing. Enjoy the 
great outdoors, historic home tours, delicious 
cuisine, and great shopping. Start planning now, 
the discoveries in Beaumont are endless.
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Chancing into 
Oktoberfest 
San Antonio's historic German 
men's chorus hosts a party 

AS A LONGTIME FAN OF SAN AN
tonio's Liberty Bar, which moved last 
year from its longtime digs 
on Josephine Street to a 
restored convent in the 

Southtown area, I de
cided to pay the "new" 
Liberty a visit on a re
cent trek to San Anto
nio with friends. Folks who remember 

the "old" Liberty's leaning walls and 
uneven foundation may miss the restau

rant's funky factor, but the menu and 
vibe haven't changed; it's still one of 
the best spots in town to enjoy a cock

tail or a healthy, creative meal. (See 

www.liberty-bar.com.) However, on this 

particular visit, as we circled South 
Alamo Street for a parking spot, we were 

distracted by a sign on the building 
across the street, which glowed 
"Beethoven Mannerchor." 

We pushed open the doors and 
found ourselves in the clubhouse bar of 
the city's oldest German men's singing 
society, which was founded in 1867 
to preserve German song, music, and 

language. And the bar opens to the pub
lic. We ordered a few German beers on 

tap, chatted with the volunteer bartend

ers about genealogy, admired a century's 

worth of photographs on the walls, and 
learned that the Maennerchor hosts its 

annual Oktoberfest on October 7, 8,14, 
and 15 this year.  

Held in the clubhouse's biergarten, 
the event features live music, dancing, 
German beer and wine, and German 

food galore. Consider it a Wurstfest 
warm-up. Admission: $5. Beethoven 

Maennerchor is at 422 Pereida.  
Call 210/222-1521; www.beethoven 
maennerchor.com. -Lori Moffatt
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Kicking 
Back in 

Kerrv'lle 
Exploring the heart 
of the Hill Country 

Text by MARK HENRICKS

3 

-

The true spirit 
of Kerrville is the 
cypress-lined 

Guadalupe River.

RIVING SOUTH FROM FREDERICKSBURG ONE RECENT AFTERNOON, MY 
girlfriend and I approached I-10 at Kerrville and found ourselves in the shadow of 
an immense steel cross, which we learned was installed a few years ago and is still a 

source of controversy around town. It occurred to me later that while the cross might be the 

city's most obvious visual symbol, the true spirit of Kerrville is the cypress-lined Guadalupe 

River, which flows through town and provides the focal point of 

many of the city's attractions. We set forth to see more of Kerr- With easy access to the Guada
ville, a city we had often passed through but had never explored. lupe River, plus such amenities 

Continuingsouth on Texas 16, a bridge over the Guadalupe led as picnic pavilions, play
to Kerrville's Louise Hays Park, a 64-acre playground with hiking grounds, barbecue pits, and 

trails, tennis courts, green lawns, playscapes, swimming areas, hiking trails, Louise Hays Park 

and picnic areas. It's one of two notable parks in this picturesque welcomes revelers year round.
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Weekender

city of 22,000 residents, which is spread 

out along the river and up into the hills.  

The other major park is Kerrville

Schreiner Park, and it should be a cen

terpiece of any visit, especially during 
mild-weather months. This 517-acre 

former state park, built by the Civilian 

Conservation Corps in the 1930s, strad

dles Texas 173 along the Guadalupe a 

few miles east of downtown. Campsites 

and cabins, picnic sites, playgrounds, 
butterfly gardens, hiking trails, and a 

swimming area invite visitors to a placid 

stretch of river lined with limestone 

blocks. We rented a pair of inner tubes 

from one of the outfitters here (kayaks 

and canoes are other options), and spent 

a joyful few hours in the water observing 

a rock-skipping troop of Boy Scouts and 

a flock of curious mallards before emerg

ing refreshed and ready to explore.  

As we do whenever we travel, we 

stopped first at the city's visitor informa-

tit

tion center, where the staff provided maps 

and offered a trove of dining, lodging, 
shopping, and museum options. We hadn't 

expected such a wealth of museums.  

Our first museum stop, The Hill

All

22 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011

Country Muse- The Hill Country Museum 
um, occupies the showcases memorabilia 
former Victori- relating to Kerrville's his
an home of Cap- tory, as well as that of prom

tain Charles inent Kerrville resident 

Schreiner, who Captain Charles Schreiner.  
immigrated to 

Texas from France as a child in the mid

19th Century and is arguably Kerrville's 

most famous citizen. Schreiner became a 

Texas Ranger at age 16, fought for the 

Confederacy during the Civil War, and in 

1869 established himself as a business

man in Kerrville, where he eventually 

amassed a fortune from banking, retail

ing, railroading, and ranching. One of his 

most famous ventures, the sheep-and

cattle spread known as the Y.O. Ranch, is 
still run by his descendants. "By the time 

he died in 1927, he owned practically ev
erything in town," says Alice McDaniel, 
the museum's manager. Here, we studied 

many of the family's original furnishings 
and belongings, including a silk top hat 
and cane. The mansion itself features 
such architectural curiosities as a round 
"courting room" off the parlor, where 
young couples could converse in private.  

Another gem is the Museum of Western 
Art, home to hundreds of paintings, sculp
tures, and objects ranging from antique 

saddles and weaponry to pottery and
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household items. We particularly enjoyed !1U 
a temporary exhibit of Dripping Springs 
artist Debbie Little-Wilson's cowgirl- 
themed prints, which resemble vintage 

illustrations. Visitors with kids along should 

explore the children's area, where replicas HOUSTON, TEXAS 

of a pioneer wagon and teepee invite play. A breath of fresh air, MILLER OUTDOOR THEATRE offers 
After the museum, we traveled south 

extraordinary entertainment-right in the heart of 

Hermann Park. The best music, dance, theater, and more.  

We hadn't expected And always free.  

Kerrville's wealth of For a complete calendar and show times, 
.m . visit milleroutdoortheatre.com museums and sophisti

cated shopping, nor 
had we anticipated such 

inventive cuisine.  

on Texas 173 about 10 miles to Camp 

Verde General Store, established in 1857 

to provide services to soldiers stationed 

a mile west at Camp Verde, headquar

ters of the Army's camel experiment. In 

1856, a herd of camels had arrived from 

Egypt to serve as beasts of burden, and 

while the camels proved well-suited 

to the climate and terrain, the experi

ment was abandoned after the Civil War.  

Today the general store offers a cafe with 

a full menu of salads and sandwiches; 

we lingered in the gift shop, which sells 
items ranging from camel-shaped ball- 4 -

point pens to handmade soaps and old

fashioned candy.  

Back in Kerrville, we checked into 

our lodging for the night, the Y.O. Ranch 
Resort Hotel and Conference Center, 

named for Charles Schreiner's famous 

ranch. Branding-iron chandeliers, tro

phy mounts, cowhide chairs, and lots 

of rough-hewn stonework give the 

hotel's lobby a genuine ranch feel, and 

our simple, tile-floored room offered a 

cool respite from the Texas sun. While 

we relaxed, guests attending a family
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Weekender

The Golden Years 
A look at King Tut

WHERE 

K3 TORY BUFFS 

ABJ ART LOVERS 

C h1E TOGETHER 

TO CELEBRATE 

OLD TRADITIONS 

AND MAKE SOME 

NEW ONES.  

AIRFEST 
OCTOBER I 

ART HOP 
OCTOBER I 31 

CHISHOLM TRAIL DAYS 
OCTOBER 14 & 15 

ART IN THE SQUARE 
OCTOBER 15 & 16 

THE BANNER PROJECT 
OCTOBER 1S - NOVEMBER 15

-Sarah Pressley

reunion thronged the complimentary 

happy hour at the resort's Elm Water

hole Saloon, where they toasted their 
day over cocktails at the antique wood
and-stained-glass bar.  

The next day, we traveled west to the 

agreeably scruffy shops along the "New" 

Old Ingram Loop, where we admired the 

works by local artists and artisans. But then 

we returned to downtown Kerrville to 

check out the inviting row of antiques re

tailers on Water Street. At Estate Antiques,

we couldn't resist an amber necklace, a sap

phire ring, and a camel-shaped teapot 

We both love books, so we spent 

some time exploring the neatly orga

nized shelves of downtown's Wolf
mueller's Books, which occupies a two
story building that dates to the early 
1900s, catty-corner to the Kerr CoLnty 

Courthouse. More than 30,000 titles 

here range from signed first editions by 

Cormac McCarthy and Larry McMur

try to recent bestsellers. "But we really

24 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011

THE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS, HOUSTON, WILL 
present the blockbuster touring exhibit, Tutankhamun: 
The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs, 

October 16, 2011, through April 15, 2012.  )4 The exhibit features more than 100 I 
Egyptian artifacts, most of which have 
never been shown in the U.S. prior to 
this tour. By presenting the ancient 

ar'~ treasures of the Egyptian tombs, the 
exhibit explores the meaning of kingship in the ancient 

civilization, as well as the supposed splendor of a pha
raoh's afterlife.  

More than half of the treasures included in the exhibit 
come from King Tut's tomb, which English archeologist 

and Egyptologist Howard Carter discovered in 1922, al 
most 3,000 years after Tut's burial. Among the displayed 
pieces are the golden sandals found on Tut's mummy, his 
rings, ear ornaments, gold collar, and a gold coffinette that 
held his stomach. The exhibit also features sculptures of 
other Egyptian rulers, including Khafre, Hatshepsut, Thut
mose, and Ramesses, as well as the largest likeness of King 

Tut ever discovered-a 10-foot statue of the pharaoh 
Found at the remains of a funerary temple in Thebes.  

The majority of proceeds from the Tutankhamun 
exhibit support the preservation and conservation of 

antiquities and mcnuments in Egypt, including the construction of the new Grand 
Egyptian Museum in Giza.  

In addition to tre display, the museum will host art projects, interactive expe
riences, gallery ta ks, and a series of lectures by the world's leading scholars of 
Egyptian art and archeology. Call 713/639-7300; www.mfah.org.
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specialize in Texana," says owner Jon 

Wolfmueller, "and we're proud that our 

customers come from all across Texas." 

If we hadn't expected Kerrville's 

wealth of museums and sophisticated 

shopping, we also hadn't anticipated such 

inventive cuisine. Francisco's served us 

a savory fried-oyster appetizer, a spicy 

pasta-poblano-and-chicken entree, and 

an unforgettable Mexican chocolate 

bread pudding, with service and ambi

ence matching any big-city venue. What 

was supposed to be lunch at Hill Country 

Cafe became breakfast when we learned 

the 69-year-old institution doesn't serve 

lunch on Saturdays. Huevos rancheros 

followed by a mountainous slice of choc

olate meringue pie and a homemade cin

namon roll relieved any disappointment.  

Another dinner at Pampell's revealed 

a perfectly prepared platter of fried 

calamari (crispy yet tender, with a bit 

of pepper for zing) as well as a superb 

Swiss-and-mushroom burger. Pampell's 

operates out of a former opera house 

and, fittingly, live music was scheduled 

for later in the evening. And not just 

any live music, according to co-owner 

Diane Reiner. "You haven't heard of the 

Wolf Sisters?" she exclaimed, explain

ing that the two Kerrville residents were 

a sensation at the recent Kerrville Folk 

Festival, an annual gathering that is one 

of the country's most renowned musical 
events. But before they came on stage, it 

was time for us to head home. We may 

have missed the Wolfs, but we took with 

us indelible images of the giant cross, the 

meandering river, and the friendly folks 

who call Kerrville home. i 

Kerrville 
lies on the Guadalupe River, 24 miles 
south of Fredericksburg and about 60 miles 
northwest of San Antonio. For more informa
tion about lodging, dining, and recreation, call 
the Kerrville Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
800/221-7958; www.kerrvilletexascvb.com.

21ST ANNUAL 

FREDERICKSBURG 
FOOD 

WINE 
FEST
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SOMEWHERE ON THE FIRST MILE OF OUR HIKE 

through Bastrop State Park, I quit gawking at the canopy of 

foliage above and realized our trail had transformed into a 

fine, beach-like sand. I stopped and scooped up a handful, 
recalling the park guidebook in my pocket discussing this 

sandy earth; how it retains moisture from the clay-based soils 

below; how it's the reason a dense pine forest is able to grow 

in the heart of Central Texas. As we lingered among these 

towering trees, I told my girlfriend, Duvall, that the setting 

reminded me of the Deep South-perhaps southern Alabama 

or Georgia, or my home state of Mississippi, for that matter.  

ABOVE: Bastrop and Buescher state parks permit only non-motorized boats in their lakes (both parks offer 
canoe rentals; Buescher also rents kayaks). RIGHT: The West family picnics behind their cabin at Bastrop 
State Park, where youll find the county record loblolly pine, boasting a circumference of 12 feet.
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Instead, we were half an hour east of 

Austin in the Lost Pines, a region marking 

the westernmost block of loblollies in the 

United States. Against the surrounding oak 

savannah landscape, the Lost Pines create 

a botanical island of sorts, and within it, 
Bastrop and Buescher state parks together 

spread across nearly 7,000 acres and offer a 

bastion of outdoor recreation: road biking, 
hiking, camping, swimming, fishing, even 

18 holes of golf at the Lost Pines Golf Club.  

At least that's what I had always heard.  

In 2009, when I first moved to Texas, I 

accepted a job in Bastrop, working for the 

local newspaper. In spite of my proxim

ity to the parks, I somehow neglected to 

truly experience Bastrop/Buescher. After 

moving to Austin for a new job the follow

ing year, I told myself I would return and 

remedy this omission. And so one Saturday 

last October, inspired by a cool breeze and 

cloudless sky, Duvall and I set out on Texas 

71 en route to Bastrop.  

Before arriving, I called park superinten

dent Todd McClanahan for background.  

McClanahan explained why the place has 

such an intoxicating aura. "It's the unique 

ecosystem and outdoors experience that 

draw people here," McClanahan said. "We 

have people who work in downtown Aus

tin who come out here to hop on a trail and 

completely immerse themselves in nature 

for a few hours. Then they go back to their 

lives in the city." 

With a day and a half to spend, we had 

decided to take advantage of primitive 

camping along Bastrop State Park's seven

mile Lost Pines Trail loop. I knew this 

would not be a hard-core excursion, yet it 

occurred to me somewhere after the third 

mile that we weren't on a picnic either.  

Here we were, right in the heart of the 

Houston-Austin-San Antonio triangle, yet 

trekking through unfamiliar terrain with 

a trail map in hand. The trail had begun 

among pines stretching as wide as a small 

automobile and climbing at least 50 feet in 

height. Next it passed through thickets of 

peppervine and yaupon and saplings, then 

alternating sections of forest and meadows 

scattered with wildflowers.  

Near the five-mile mark, we found a 

clearing for making camp. While Duvall 

leaned against a tree and cracked a book, I 

took off to explore for a few minutes before 

dinner. Per strict instructions from head

quarters-and my [ContinUed on page 32
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SEE 
the 

FOREST 
and the 

TREES

"YOU ACTUALLY get to sleep in a bed made 

75 or 80 years ago, smell the smoke from the fire
place, and touch massive stones that were hand

hewn and put in place three generations ago."

ABOVE: The 13 Pioneer Village cabins and other structures in Bastrop State Park were built with local Carrizo 

sandstone by the Civilian Conservation Corps, a Depression-era public-works-relief program. RIGHT: Avid cyclists 
pedal between Bastrop and Buescher parks on Park Road 1C, which offers tree-shaded, tunnel-like stretches.

O continued from page 28] own knowledge 
of a wildfire that had erupted near the parks 

a year prior-there would be no campfire.  

So by the waning light I made pita pock
ets stuffed with tuna salad, tomato slices, 
shredded cheese, and avocado. Then we 

leaned back in our fold-out camping pads, 
content to gaze at the stars through sway

ing tree tops. This was what I had come for: .  

a chance to fall into the rhythms of nature.  

The next morning as we hiked out, we 

came upon a series of creek beds and shal

low depressions filled with water. These 

water sources, McClanahan had told me, 
are the breeding grounds of the Houston

32 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011

Toad, a highly endangered species now vir

tually limited to the Lost Pines. The chal

lenge of balancing human recreation with 

the toad's recovery is a continual one, he 

said, and only compounded by increasing 

residential development outside the parks.  

Back at the car, we decided to drive 

through the rest of Bastrop State Park 

before heading to Buescher. We turned 

west on Park Road 1A, passing joggers 

and bikers and busy campgrounds set off 

in the trees. The next turn revealed the 

public pool and refectory. The painstaking 

craftsmanship employed by the Civilian 

Conservation Corps during construction 

of the parks in the 1930s was clearly evi

dent here. Using Carrizo sandstone from a 

nearby quarry and lumber harvested from 

the surrounding forest, the CCC workers 

created facilities that are not only still ser

viceable, but a showcase of hand-carved 

features and non-intrusive designs.  

But they are also in need of expensive 

renovations. At the pool, for example, work 

would soon begin to repair cracks in the 

foundation. McClanahan had also told me 

new electrical wiring was being installed 

in the refectory, and that many of the Pio

neer Village cabins up the road would see 

renovations as well. These cabins, 13 in all, 
are perhaps the most eye-catching exam

ples of the CCC's talents in the entire park.  

Perched on the shores of the park's 10-acre 

lake-a popular spot for canoeing and fish

ing-the cabins jut out from the hilly earth 

like natural rock outcrops. Explaining the 

cabins' appeal, McClanahan said, "You 

actually get to sleep in a bed made 75 or 80 

years ago, smell the smoke from the fire

place, and touch and feel massive stones 

and boulders that were hand-hewn and 

put in place three generations ago. You can 

have a real connection with the history of 

this park while enjoying all the modern 

recreation it has to offer." 

We continued our tour onto Park Road 

1C. The 12-mile route connects Bastrop and 

Buescher and is renowned in the cycling 

world for its picturesque turns, its dips 

and rises, and the tunnel-like effect cre

ated by arching tree branches overhead.  

We took our time navigating the road, 
pulling over at a number of overlooks and 

finally entering Buescher, where we could 

see the park's 25-acre lake through the 

trees. (Anglers fishing these waters may 

find themselves reeling in bass weighing

www.texashighways.com
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SEE 

FoR EST ndthe 

T11 the 

TREE.S

WE PARKED on Park Road IC and entered a 

path that took as down a series of cutbacks and 

leveled out in what seemed like a glen.

upwards of 10 pounds.) We made a full 

circle of the lake and passed the three main 

camping areas and the historic recreation 

hall-another renovation project.  

One of the first things I noticed in Bue

scher was the predominance of old-growth 

oak trees, many strung with hanging moss.  

At the main pavilion-a stone structure with 

gray-green lichen creeping up the sides-I 

stopped and read a historical plaque com

memorating the CCC men who built it. I 

walked inside and eyed the remnants of a 

retired fireplace. Carved on the wooden pan

els lining the stone walls were weathered 

initials of sweethearts. I pondered times 

long-gone-the countless families that had 

shared this place together; people who had 
come here to leave behind, if only for a few 
hours, whatever trials lay outside the forest.  

Before heading to the park's exit, Duvall 

and I decided to hike a portion of the 7.7
mile Buescher Trail. We parked back on 
Park Road 1C and entered a path that took 

us down a series of cutbacks and leveled 

out in what seemed like a glen. (I later 

learned the trail was appropriately named

Pine Gulch.) Suddenly, from somewhere 

above us, a fast thumping sounded out.  

We stopped and scanned the treetops. A 

few moments later a pileated woodpecker 

emerged with wings spread, the unmis

takable bright-red head and huge body 
swooping over us and into the branches of 

a nearby tree. A second woodpecker fol

lowed, pulling up near the first one for a 

moment before they both took off and dis
appeared into the woods. I thought about 

this sighting as we hiked toward the car, 
and I felt a combination of satisfaction and 

unrequited curiosity. On the one hand, I 

couldn't have asked for a better weekend.  

But on the other hand, there was so much 

more to see, more to do, more to discover 

in these woods. I knew I would be back, 
though. After all, it was just up the road. TH 

ANDY ROSS recommends afew hours of 
getting semi-lost on the trails off Park Road 
JC. "Just don't forget the parks' maps," he 
says. Another tip: "Top off your trip with a 

Jalapeno Cream Cheese Burger at Bastrop's 
Roadhouse restaurant."

LEFT: Bracken ferns carpet the forest floor along Park Road 1C. ABOVE: Among the many ongoing renovations at both 
parks, the pool at Bastrop State Park-open from Memorial Day weekend to Labor Day-was recently resurfaced.  

To order a print of the fern photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.  
www.texashighways.com
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,Bastrop 2]) STATE PARK 

B1 , P A E1 K 

150 

BUESCHER 
StATE PARK

304 lCo/ora do 
River 
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153

Bastrop and 
Buescher 
State Parks 
BASTROP State Park is on Texas 21, one mile 
east of Bastrop. Buescher State Park is two 
miles north of Smithville (take Texas 95 north 
to Texas 71, then take FM 153 to Park Road 1C).  
The parks are connected by Park Road 1C.  

Both parks open daily, but hours vary by 
season. Check the website or call ahead for 
hours, camping fees, events, and updates on 
renovations and facility closures; 512/321-2101 
(Bastrop State Park) or 512/237-2241 (Buescher 
State Park); www.tpwd.state.tx.us.  

For area information, contact the Bastrop 
Chamber of Commerce, 512/303-0558; www.  
bastropchamber.com; and the Smithville Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 512/237-2313; www.  
smithvilletx.org. Also check out www.friends 
oflostpines.org.  
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t e ild ufdseason 
Even following a summer racterized by severe drought and searing heat, 

Texas native plants know how to provide re-leaf with colorful leaves and blooms.

K

ABOVE: A red damselfly 
perches on the flower of a 
broomweed (Amphiachyris 
dracunculoides).  

RIGHT: The opening bud of a 
goldeneye (Viguiera dentata).

Text and photographs by STEVEN SCHWARTZMAN 

ven though Texans have suffered from an un
relenting summer of drought and triple-digit heat 
in 2011, history teaches us that when the calen

dar finally turns to the month of October, some relief 

likely will have begun. In the case of our native Texas 
plants, we can spell that re-leaf, because the short

ening hours of sunlight and the slightly cooler days 
signal certain species to divert some of their energy 
and internal resources away from making more leaves 
and into producing flowers.  

As the yellow sun loses its summer inten

sity, nature seems to compensate in parts 

of our state by increasing the presence of 

that color in the Texas landscape, notably 
through four members of the sunflower 

family. One-the Maximilian sunflower 

(Helianthus maximiliani), which grows 
wild in at least 40 Texas counties-rises 
in a stance more stately than the common 
sunflower that appears in the late spring.  

To order a print of the damselfly photograph, call 866/962-191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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a f lash of 

fall color 
The Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center, along 
with Texas Highways maga
zine, will exhibit a collection 
of photographs by Steven 
Schwa rtzman October 4-9 
in the Wildflower Center's 
McDermott Learning Cen
ter. For more information, 
visit www.wildflower.org.

bears small daisy-like flowers, but what 

those flowers lack in size they make up 

for in numbers. A broomweed colony 

can produce so many little yellow flow

ers that, from a distance, the colony ap

pears as a broad swath of yellow-green 

that stands out against the darker green 

foliage of nearby trees and plants.  

With flowers fewer in number 

but larger than those of broomweed, 

golden-eye (Viguiera dentata) graces 
roadsides and fields in central and far 

western Texas. Groups of these plants 

yield bright masses of daisy-like flowers 
along Hill Country roads and even on 

the embankments of busy freeways, like

~\ -< 

Borne on more-slender and less-coarse stalks, 
the flowers of this plant stand out against the 

bright blue skies of autumn, and some have 

even called them Michaelmas daisies because 

of their emergence around the time of the Feast 

of St. Michael on September 29.  

ORE YELLOW comes to the Texas autumn land

scape with the help of broomweed (Amphiachy
ris dracunculoides), so named because European 

and American settlers in present-day Texas uprooted these 

plants, turned them upside down, and tied them in bunch

es to create a functional broom to sweep their floors and 

porches. Widely scattered across the state, broomweed

MoPac Expressway in Austin. ABOVE LEFT: Two purple stalks 

In the case of goldenrod of gayfeather flowers (Liatris 

(Solidago altissima and other mucronata) appear as one on a 

species), yellow changes al- Central Texas prairie. ABOVE: 

most into orange. Walkers A swath of goldenrod (Solidago 
in the eastern half of Texas altissima) bows before a stand 

who approach a stand of gold- of Maximilian sunflowers (Heli

enrod in its prime will likely anthus maximiliani).  
hear the hum of bees working 

the seemingly countless tiny, individual flowers. In fact, 

beekeepers have long placed a premium value on honey 

infused with the essence of goldenrod.  

And goldenrod makes its way into the classroom as well.  

More than a century ago, The Texas School Journal of 

1896 recommended that in September, students should 

study harvest poems and goldenrod. These days, the 

curious child in all of us does equally well to have a close 

look at flowering goldenrod. Scientists now believe that 

www.texashighways.com38 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011
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goldenrod's bad reputation as an allergen arose from confusion 

with ragweed, which (unlike goldenrod) releases lots of pollen 

into the air around the same time that insects revel in golden

rod's non-airborne pollen.  

While many people associate the combination of yellow 

and purple with Mardi Gras, the Eas:er season, and the spring 

months, autumn owes one prominent celebration of the color 

purple to gayfeather, also called blazing-star. Its plumy spikes 

of flowers-which the imagination can transform into stylized 

stars-usually stand erect. but sometimes a stalk will tilt at an 

odd angle that makes it more conspicuous than its neighbors.  

One species, Liatris mucronata (pictured above left), thrives in 

much of the eastern half of Texas, while other species occur not 

only in East Texas Jut also in other parts of the state.  

Although scientists consider white not a color but rather a 

combination of all colors, the rest of us won't quibble about that 
technicality, delighting as we do in the downy whiteness pro

duced in the fall by Baccharis neglecta, also known as poverty 

www.texashighways.com
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The diminutive flowers of Aster species, which are in 
the genus Symphyotrichum, remind viewers of daisies.  
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t he unexpected se son

weed. This plant got its name because it often popped up on 

abandoned farms during the Great Depression. These days, this 

delicate bush or small tree still grows in rural areas and, during 

the fall months, it puts forth hundreds or even thousands of feath

ery tufts that make the plant seem to be covered with cotton.  

Much smaller but also conspicuously downy when its seed 

heads have matured, the grass called bushy bluestem (Andro

pogon glomeratus) adds shades of off-white, tan, and brown to 

Texas' autumn landscape. This native species does well through

out the southern two-thirds of the state, where it typically grows 

near the banks of ponds, creeks, and rivers, as well as in ditches 

and other low-lying areas where the ground tends to retain water.  

HEN THE native grass known as silver bluestem 

(Bothriochloa laguroides) matures, its seed heads add 
a metallic sheen to the plant's otherwise fluffy off

whiteness. This curious metallic sheen provides a reason for the 

plant's popular name. In this case, the blue refers to the bluish

green of the stalks in the spring, when the plant is growing, rather 

than when it is going to seed in the fall. In the case of little blue

stem (Schizachyrium scoparium), portions of the stalk peculiar to 

this slender grass can turn chartreuse, orange, brown, and even 

bright red in the course of the fall. However, it is important to 

note that distinguishing these small spans of vivid colors from 

one another on the plant demands close scrutiny.  

When you're ready for the more dramatic splashes of autum-

nal red and the other warm hues that 

are typically celebrated in the autumn 

leaves of the Northeast and other 

parts of the United States where the 

season arrives with a flurry of cold 

weather, look for prairie flameleaf 

sumac (Rhus lanceolata). With its 

distinctive, pointed leaflets that the

RIGHT: A landscape view of the 

delicate and fluffy flowering pov
erty weed (Baccharis neglecta), 
so named because it typically ap
pears on abandoned farmsteads.  

BELOW LEFT: A close-up of the 
poverty weed flowers.

A 1 
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heat-stressed imagination can visualize as flames of color, the 

delicately proportioned sumac tree-one of the best exemplars 

of autumnal reds in the state-grows along railroad tracks and 

roadways as well as on undeveloped properties both rural and 

urban. Abundant in two dozen counties in central Texas and 

a few additional counties farther west, flameleaf sumac rarely 

fails to produce bright red color in the fall.  

In contrast to the smaller sumac, the larger and sturdier Texas 

red oak (Quercus buckleyi) can produce stupendous displays of 

red, orange, and yellow if conditions are just right. With the ap

propriate combination of rainfall and temperature, a large Texas 

oak astounds onlookers who stand beneath it and watch the bril

liant colors that filter through its changing leaves.  

And making the transition from the mighty to the mighty 

www.texashighways.com
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patterns of bright colors interspersed with darker regions that # 
match anything I remember seeing during my early years in 

New York State. This is one case, however, in which it is abso
lutely essential to remember to look and enjoy a plant's colors, 
but not to touch and suffer its 

poisonous personality. TH Newly opened buds of the white 

o See page 42 for where to look for mistflower (Ageratina havanen
auturn flowers and plants. sis) often attract butterflies.  
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ABOVE: The seed head 

of the native grass called 

silver bluestem (Bothrio
chloa laguroides).  

LEFT: Pretty but dangerous: 

The fall colors provided by 
poison ivy (Toxicodendron 

radicans) invite attention
don't give in! 

RIGHT: The rusty blackhaw 

(Viburnum rufidulum) 

creates bright-red colors 

in the fall. To order a print 
of this photograph, call 
866/962-1191, or visit www.  

texashighwaysprints.com.

.1
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places to look 
for native Texas flowers and plants 
during the autumn months: 

Please note: Variations in temperature and rainfall may 
cause plants to bloom and leaves to turn colors earlier 
or later than expected. As botanists insistently remind 
us, plants don't read field guides! 

Austin Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, 4801 
La Crosse Ave., 512/232-0100; www.wildflower.org.  

Boerne Cibolo Nature Center, 140 City Park Rd., 
830/249-4616; www.cibolo.org.  

Cedar Park/Round Rock Brushy Creek Regional 
Trail, 512/401-5500.  

Dallas Cedar Ridge Preserve, 7171 Mountain Creek 
Parkway; 972/709-7784; www.audubondallas.org/ 
cedarridge.html.  

Fort Worth Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge; 
9601 Fossil Ridge Rd.; 817/392-7410; www.fw 
naturecenter.org.  

Fredericksburg Fredericksburg Nature Center, at 
Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park (TX 16 S.); www.  
fredericksburgnaturecenter.org.  

Houston Houston Arboretum & Nature Center, 
4501 Woodway Dr., 866/510-7219; www.houston 
arboretum.org.  

Midland Sibley Nature Center, 1307 E. Wadley, 
432/684-6827; www.sibleynaturecenter.org.  

San Antonio San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 
Funston Place, 210/207-3250; www.sabot.org.  

Contact your local chapter of the Native Plant 
Society of Texas to find many more locations to see 
these plants: www.npsot.org/contacts/chapters.php.  

For the geographical ranges and counties where 
each species grows, go to the USDA website 
(http://plants.usda.gov), where you can enter 
each scientific name into the search box and get 
a clickable and searchable map.  

After taking pictures for decades, STEVEN SCHW ARTZ MAN 

recently started a blogfeaturing his photographs of native Tex

as plants and the creatures that frequent them. Visit Schwartz

man's blog at: www.portraitsofwildflowers.wordpress.com.  

www.texashighways.com
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A NEW CROP OF EAST TEXAS WINERIES BLENDS 
SWEET AND DRY WINES WITH FOOD AND MUSIC 

Tex'tandphotographs by RANDY MALLORY 

T HAVE LIVED MOST C F MY LIFE IN THE "DRY" 

Piney Woods-dry as relay ted to beer and wine, not 
rainfall. Until recently,: yoU never heard the words "East 
Texas" and "winery"' used in the same sentence; How

ever, changes in state law during the last decade encouraged 
a anguard of winenmakers here- to establish 17 wineries, which 

are now showcased on the Piny WAoods Wine Trail.  
Several of the wineries on the trail-an area bounded by 

I-30, US 84, US 59, and Texa s19-make sweet wines from local 
fruits. The other wineries turn native, American hybrid, and 
FE.ropean-style wine grapes into sweet and dry wines, as my 
wife, Sallie, and I discovered' n a recent vine-tasting jaunt.  

We visited four wineries-Kiepers ol Estates near Tyler, Los 
Pinos Ranch near Pittsburg, Enoch's Stomp near Longview, 

-~ ~ and Tara near Athens-that evoke the 
romantic, Old World charm usually There'snomnistakingthePiney 

associated with European wineries. We Woods setting of Kiepersol 
Estates VIineyards & Winery, 

went for the wines and lingered fcr the near Tyler, which produces 
Tours, dining, music, and bodging. estate-grown wines.  

To order a print of either of these photographs cail 8 6/962-1 9, or visit wwwtexashighwaysprints.con.
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KIEPERSOL ESTATES VINEYARDS & WINERY 
scenic country lane leads through high, rolling hills to Kiepersol Estates, 

near Bullard, 15 miles south of Tyler. The owners of this sprawling prop

erty call it the "land of beef and wine." We see why as we drive past lush 

meadows with grazing cattle, neatly trimmed vineyards, a gated community 

of stylish homes, and an upscale steakhouse with accompanying bed-and-breakfast.  

We park at the tasting room, a stately brick structure shrouded in grape arbors, and 

walk past a tree-studded, grassy amphitheater where the winery hosts outdoor events, 

including its Harvest Fest & Grape Stomp (October 15, 2011). Behind the tasting room, 

we join Kiepersol founder Pierre de Wet and his daughter, vintner Marnelle Durrett, 

for a tour. De Wet planted his first vines in 1997 and named the place after a tree in his 

native South Africa. Kiepersol produces 15 classic wines-from sweet white Moscato 

to dry red Merlot-made from European-style Vitis vinifera grapes grown on-site.  

"People said we couldn't grow vinifera here," De Wet tells our happy, wine-sip

ping tour group as we stroll past 60 acres of grapevines. Vitis vinifera, we learn, 

thrives in dry West Texas, but humid East Texas forests harbor an abundance of 

insects that transmit Pierce's Disease, which threatens the vines. De Wet says he 

compensates for this by paying special attention to plant health.  

A short stroll from the tasting room takes us to the fermentation room, lined 

with stainless steel tanks. De Wet hands out new glasses, and our tour suddenly 

becomes an impromptu tasting of wines yet to be bottled. "Last November, a light 

bulb went off in my head as I tasted this Cabernet Sauvignon," he says, pointing 

to tank No. 3. "I decided it doesn't need barrel aging. It's perfect as is." Our group 

agrees that the Cab has a dry yet refreshing taste.  

We peek into the lab where an enologist tests each barrel, but we can't enter the 

barrel room for fear of tracking in bacteria. Instead, an elevated platform offers a 

view of 700 oak barrels aging red wines and port for periods of nine to 36 months.  

With the tour over, Sallie and I stroll through the adjacent vineyard, laden with 

red Italian Sangiovese wine grapes. A pamphlet from the 

tasting room guides us along a one-mile, vineyard walking A: tates 

trail. It also gives us wine-tasting tips, which we soon put founder Pierre de Wet grows 

to good use inside the vaulted tasting room overlooking Old World Vitis vinifera 
the vineyard. Sallie prefers the drier tastes, especially the grapes on-site, an unusual 

tangy white 2010 Kiepersol Viognier and the smooth red feat as.

2007 Kiepersol Merlot. I concur on the 
merlot but also enjoy the fruity Sweet 

Mengsel (a Sangiovese and Tempranillo 

blend) sold under Kiecersol's Bridge lalel.  
Kiepersol produces 180,000 bottles ar

nually under several labels. The Kiepersol 
Estates site grows the grapes, makes the 

wines, and bottles its own labels. Two orher 
locations-KE Bushman's Winery and Cele

bration Center, also near Buliard, and j E 

Cellars in Tyler-blend and bottle their 

own labels. Each site offers all the Kieper

sol labels, plus dozens from cther Texas 

wineries. KE Cellars even hosts live music 

Tuesday through Saturday evenings.

46 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011 www.texashighways. c-:m



LOS PINOS RANCH 
VINEYARDS 

ext, we wind along a narrow 

backroad ro Los Pinos Ranch 

Vineyards, four miles south of 

Pittsburg. The entryway veers through 

a 10-acre vineyard of American hybrid 

white Blanc du Bois and American na

tive red Lenoir (Black Spanish) grape

vines. These disease-resistant varieties 
grow well here and produce Los Pinos' 
five sweet and semisweet wines. The 

winery's five dry wines come from Vitis 

vinifera grapes grown on its West Texas 
vineyards near Brownfield.

Los Pinos founder Jeff Sneed greets 

us at the tasting room, which is housed 
in a converted hay barn. In 2000, Sneed 

closed his architectural engineering firm 

in California to focus on a new career as 

a Texas winemaker. His wines and the 
Italian-style ambiance of his restaurant 

and tasting room proved popular beyond 

his wildest dreams. In 2002, one of his 
first releases, Sweet Rodeo Red, sold 40 

to 50 cases (480 to 600 bottles) a month.  
And in 2005, his first release of Sangiovese 

sold more than 4,000 bottles in seven 

weeks. Los Pinos now produces 144,000 
bottles of wine a year, which it sells at the

winery and 200-plus stores statewide.  

Sneed leads us through the tasting 
room's open-air pavilion, where patrons 

sample wines and tapas such as cured 

meats, cheeses, panini, and pizzas.  

The pavilion faces the vineyard and 

life-sized statuary of a mother elephant 
and two calves. "That's a good-luck 

symbol," Sneed says as we head inside 
the restaurant, where we sample sweet 

and dry flights of wine cleverly served 

in corked mini carafes.  

We munch on "brackers," a crisp cross 

between Italian bread and crackers, and 
rate our preferences on a score sheet.
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Sallie and I agree on a favorite sweet 

choice-the fruity white Blanc du Bois

and a dry red choice-the darkly complex 

cabernet-merlot blend, Grand Reserve 

Meritage 2007.  

Sneed makes the wines, and his exec

utive-chef wife, Dana, cooks the food 

and directs the restaurant staff. The Old 

World style of the restaurant's decor

replete with plastered gold walls, drawn 

burgundy curtains, and Renaissance-style 

paintings-reminds us of places we visit

ed on our Italian vacation last year. The

day's chef's special is a big hit with us

a peppery grilled pork chop with tarragon 

creme, a spinach-polenta souffle, and 

fried leeks with sauteed grape tomatoes.  

We also split a miniature chocolate cake 

filled with hot chocolate pudding and 
topped with vanilla ice cream.  

Satiated, we sip more wine and enjoy 

the scene. A live jazz band plays as we 

spot Sneed-wine glass in hand-moving 

from table to table, chatting with guests.  

"We think of this as one big, happy, Italian 

wine family," he says later. "There's no

hurry. Bring the kids. Stay all night." 
We overnight comfortably in a hunting

lodge-style cottage, one of two lodgings 

that face the vineyard. I awake early for a 

sunrise walk past grapevines glistening with 

dew. A lane leads along the edge of the vine

yard, then it winds back to the winery and 

tasting room. Behind the winery I pause 

at a tree-lined pond where rows of grape

vines grow almost to the water's edge. I 

agree with Sallie's summary of Los Pinos: 

"This is close to home, but I really feel like 

I've been somewhere special:'
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ENOCH'S STOMP 
VINEYARD & WINERY 

he entry lane to Enoch's Stomp 

Vineyard & Winery skirts along
side 11 acres of grapevines in rows 

that undulate, rollercoaster-style, on a clay 

hill near Harleton,19 miles northeast of 

Longview. Suddenly the lane tops a hill, 
and the view takes our breath away. Rolling 

meadows, ponds, and dense forests reach 

toward a ridge visible 30 miles away.  
This place was once a horse ranch, 

and the entry lane ends at a metal barn

converted into a small winery and tasting 
room. Attached is an open-air pavilion 
where special events take place-late-sum

mer-harvest grape stomps, and themed 
dinners and live music throughout the 
year. Tasting-room manager Marla Cabbi
ness seats us at a table on the pine-shaded 
outdoor patio, where we notice a rotisserie 
spit over a hole in the ground. "That's for 

the South African pig roast we have each 
spring," she notes. "It's very popular." 

South African pig roast? Turns out the 

winery's vintner and co-founder is Altus 
Koegelenberg, a fifth-generation grape 
grower from South Africa, who popped 

the corks on Enoch's Stomp's first vintage 

only three years ago. He and his business 
partner, Jon Kral, a Longview physician, 
named their winery Enoch's Stomp after 

the Biblical figure, Enoch. Loyal local fans
mostly sweet-wine lovers-spread the word, 
and the fledgling winery annually produces 

43,000 bottles, available here and at several 

wine stores in Longview and Marshall.  

We join other wine sippers on the 

breezy patio 

promontory for Dionne Lott of Longview 

a wine-tasting. enjoys a glass of wine on a 

We sample sev- veranda at Enoch's Stomp 

eral of the doz- Vineyard & Winery, the si 

en or so sweet, of a South African-stvie 

semisweet, and roast each spring,

dry vintages made from estate-grown 

grapes-Blanc du Bois, Norton, and 
Lenoir. (The winery also makes Merlot 
and Cabernet Sauvignon from West 

Coast grapes.) We settle on the winery's 
signature 2010 Blanc du Bois, an off-dry 
white with a pleasing taste.  

After the tasting, we mosey across the 

lane to join other sippers on the wrap
around porch of a two-story, log build
ing (the former ranch house and now a 
setting for weekend lunches). We end 

our visit, wine glasses in hand, with an 
inspirational view from the dining room 

porch as a golden sun slips behind row 
after row of flourishing grapevines.
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TARA VINEYARD & WINERY 
ur final stop is Tara Vineyard and 

Winery, seven miles northwest 

of Athens. Founders Patrick 

Pierce and Susan Steger-Pierce named the 

place for the Irish archeological complex 

known as the Hill of Tara. Tara, of course, 
is also the plantation in the classic film 

Gone with the Wind. That's fitting, we 

decide, as we pass the white-columned 

mansion that dominates the eight-acre 

Blanc du Bois vineyard.  
The two-story, 1880s mansion was relo

cated here from downtown Athens, where 

it was the ancestral home of legendary 

oilman Clint Murchison Sr., who founded 

the Dallas Cowboys football team. It's now

the Tara Inn, a bed-and-breakfast with 

verandas perfect for wine sipping. The inn 

is booked up, but Patrick Pierce walks us 

through the mansion. We fancy the "Gone 

With the Zen" room. regal with burgundy 

walls and a view of the front vineyard, 

as well as the swallow nests that cling to 

Ionic columns on the front portico.  

The Pierces produce 17 red and white 

wines, with some 20,000 bottles a year 

sold here and at several Dallas-Fort Worth 

shops. The vintners buy Vitis vinifera 
grapes from vineyards in West Texas and 

New Mexico to make their European

style varietals. Their estate wines come 

from Blanc du Bois and Lenoir grapes 

grown on-site and a: several nearby vine-

yards. "We're trying to create a local wine 

community similar to those in Europe," 

Patrick Pierce tells us, "by getting area 

farmers to grow our wine grapes as well 

as the food we serve in our restaurant, 

from heirloom tomatoes and blueberries 

to beef and lamb." 

A converted horse barn houses Tara's 

restaurant, winery, and tasting room.  

Chef Jeff Redden seats us on the covered, 
open-air patio overlooking the vineyard 

and Tara Inn, as 

a musician sets RIGHT: Los Pinos Ranch 

up for the night's co-owner and executive 

snow. After he chef Dana Sneed prepares a 

takes our order spinach-polenta souffle for

for an appetizer the nightly chef's special.
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of tomato-basil bruschetta, the Italian

trained cook flatly states, "I make the best 

bruschetta you've ever had." Darned if he 

wasn't right. The red-and-green mix

ture spills across crunchy Italian bread, 
drizzled with olive oil and dotted with 

capers. Chef Redden also sells us on his 

Tara burger-a half-pound of beef served 

simply with a "special" sauce on a sweet 

homemade bun. As for the wines, we like 

Tara's signature white Blanc du Bois and 

its medium-bodied Stagecoach Red, a 

Lenoir-Merlot blend.  

Patrick Pierce planted his first vineyard 

five years ago. He believes the 2010 grape 

crop will make his best vintages to date

with whites available now and reds in two 

years or so. "Our winery is still at a young 

grape stage," he says. "We were told that 

wineries in East Texas would be a fad, but 

the Piney Woods Wine Trail has shown 

what excellent vintners we have." 

That good news should spread quickly, 
says Ed Hellman, Texas Tech University 

professor of viticulture and an extension 

specialist at Texas AgriLife Extension in 

Lubbock. "Winemakers are happy to share 

their expertise, because they understand 

that a critical mass of good wines made in 

a region will result in more attention," he 

says. "That's what the Piney Woods Wine 
Trail is all about." 

Some of the wines that Sallie and I 

sample on our wine jaunt are excellent.  

Others lack the delicate complexity 
we've long enjoyed at established win
eries in the Texas Hill Country. But 
like a fine red vintage, wineries on the 
Piney Woods Wine Trail and the expe

riences they offer-wine, good food, 
and lodgings in scenic settings-should 
only get better with time. TH 

Tyler photojournalist RANDY MALLORY 

found covering East Texas wineries person

ally rewarding. While on this trip, he and 

his wife, Sallie Evans, found several wineries 
they want to return to with friends.
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Piney Woods 
Wine Trail 
CELEBRATE Texas Wine Month this October 
by touring the Piney Woods Wine Trail, an area 
bounded by 1-30, US 84, US 59, and TX 19; see 
www.pineywoodswinetrail.com for details.  
(Before you go, join the Texas Winery Passport 
program and receive gifts for visiting Texas 
wineries; get details at www.gotexanwine.org.) 
The trail also sponsors the annual Piney Woods 
Wine Festival (May 19, 2012) in Mt. Vernon.  

Contact information for wineries mentioned 
in the story follows. Except as noted, each 
offers tastings, tours, dining, live music, 
lodging, and events.  

Kiepersol Estates Vineyards & Winery, 
4120 FM 344 East, Tyler (15 miles south 
of town), 903/894-8995; www.kiepersol.  
com. (Other locations: KE Bushman's,1565 
FM 2493 East, Bullard, 903/952-2330; and 
KE Cellars, 4574 S. Broadway, Tyler, 903/ 
939-9805.) 

Los Pinos Ranch Vineyards, 658 CR 1334, 
Pittsburg, 903/855-1769; www.lospinos 
ranchvineyards.com.  

Enoch's Stomp Vineyard & Winery, 
870 CR 4312, Harleton, 903/736-9494 or 
903/777-3249; www.enochsstomp.com.  
No overnight lodging.  

Tara Vineyard & Winery, 8603 CR 3914, 
Athens, 903/675-7023; www.tarawinery.com.

OCTOBER 2011 1 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 51www.texashighways. c om



" .fir !' 

1 y1 

w 

0 

s / 
f 

X1'7 t



4If M

Aarp

II 

pK

n

I

A

yxka '

N

.a -

n gi

W.



south on 10th street in the rapidly growing 

city of McAllen one recent morning, I passed 

the awakening La Plaza Mall and turned east 

onto Sunset Drive with the idea of abandon

ing border hubbub for a few hours and con

necting with nature. My destination? Quinta 

Mazatlan, a 10,000-square-foot adobe man

sion and birding hotspot whose 80-year-old 

history is as romantically mysterious as the 

Rio Grande Valley itself.

E 

V -

X4 

Writer and adventurer Jason 
Matthews and his wealthy wife, V \/H EMarcia, arrived in McAllen in the 

1930s, they chose a high lnoll in the city to build their residence, 
which they called Quinta Mazatlan. ("Quinta" translates roughly to 
"country estate" in Spanish, and "Mazatlan"-the Mexican resort 
town the couple frequented-means "land of the deer" in Nahuatl, 
an ancient Aztec language.) The couple lived in the home for three 

decades, duringwhichthey raised two children; published and edited 

ABOVE: For Quinta's entry, Jason Matthews commissioned Swiss sculp
tor Peter Mansbendel to re-create The elaborate doors of the Spanish 

Governor's Palace in San Antonio. Carved into the panels are likenesses 
of iason and Marcia Matthews, as weII as of their children. LEFT: Tours of 
the home include a look at the Matthewses' enormous tiled Roman tub.
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The (New)American Mercury magazine, the controversial publica
tion whose precursor was founded by essayist H.L. Mencken and 
drama critic George Nathan; experimented with hydroponics in 

a 1,450-square-foot greenhouse; and inspired a wealth of colorful 

stories that linger in Valley lore even today.  

For example, cedar beams in Quinta's sitting room were allegedly 
given to Jason Matthews by the King of Lelanon in appreciation for 
Matthews' service alongside Lawrence of Arabia. And Matthews 
painted the home's supersized adobe bricks with aluminum sulfate 
(true) to conceal his home from Communist radar (probably not true).  
And some folks say that Marcia kept nearly200 caged parrots and ma
caws atQuinta, some ofwhich spoke SpanishandsangoperainItalian.  

"We're still learning details of the couple's lives," says Cris 
Sifuentez, Quinta's program coordinator. Such tales make a tour 
of Quinta a captivating experience. And since Quinta Mazatlan is 

www.texashighways.com

one of the Southwest's largest and best-preserved adobe homes, 
and also part of the Rio Grande Valley's nine-site World Birding 
Center, it's a don't-miss destination whether your interests skew 
toward nature, architecture, or wild-and-wacky history.  

When I passed through the adobe-and-stone gates and beheld 
the mansion-A Spanish Revival-style, creamy-white adobe haci

enda topped with a red tile roof, surrounded by palm trees and 
restored thornbrush forest-I tried to imagine what McAllen was 
like when the Matthewses arrived at what they called the "cross
roads of the Western hemisphere." After all, the first decades of 
the 20th Century were times of great change for the Valley: The 
Mexican Revolution had ended in 1920, and that same year, the 
first commercial citrus crops were shipped from the Valley by rail 
to northern markets. And as the region's population and agricul
tural importance grew, the native habitat here-scrub forests of 
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cactus, mesquite, anaqua, paloverde, and hundreds of other spe

cies-began a corresponding decline. By the time the Matthewses 

began building Quinta Mazatlan, much of the Tamaulipan thorn

scrub forest had already been cleared for citrus production.  

Matthewses likely never considered them

selves environmentalists, but their efforts to 

maintain their property in its natural state set 

the stage for Quinta Mazatlan's current status as one of the Valley's 

most accessible and interesting birding habitats.  

A half-mile, crushed-granite walking path wends through the 

property, leading to seamless "gardens" planted to attract hum

mingbirds and butterflies, and to represent typical Rio Grande 

Valley habitats ranging from wooded meadows to thornforests. A 

flock of plain chachalacas-a gray-green bird that looks a bit like 

a trim chicken-announced its presence with aloud, purring chat

ter, and a few moments later I found myself in the middle of an 

avian symphony composed of whistles, squawks, and all manner 

of ascending and descending wheeps, hoaas, rrwarks, and honks.  

At different spots on the walking paths, wooden benches and 

water features offer opportunities to rest and observe the wildlife.  

Here and there, hummingbird feeders and orange halves impaled on 

sticks lure birds, insects, and reptiles alike. I stopped for awhile to 

admire agreen lizard, found myself mesmerizedby aflock of cackling 

green jays, studied an inscribed-on-stone homage to the leafcutter 

ant, and then spied an orange housecat stealthily patrolling one of 

the century-old irrigation ditches built to carry water from the Rio 

Grande. Only then did I notice the apartment buildings and modern 

housing developments directly abutting the Quinta thornforest.

56 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I OCTOBER 2011

IN the mid-1990s, developers had focused their sights on 
Quinta Mazatlan as well. After the Matthewses left this 

mortal coil in the early 1960s, the home served for a short 

time as a coffeehouse before passing in 1968 to local businessman 

Frank Schultz and his wife, Marilyn, who devoted themselves to 

restoring the property and encouraging the regrowth of the native 

thornforest. In 1998, Frank 

ABOVE: McAllen residents Jennifer and Schultz, by then a widower, 
Campbell King explore Quinta Mazatlan's half- put the mansion up for 

mile walking trail, which provides easy viewing auction, and the future of 

of some of the Rio Grande Valley's sought- Quinta lay in question. That 

after bird species. LEFT: Plain chachalacas, same year, with the help of 

found in Mexico and South Texas, announce a $50,000 gift from the Val

their presence with a raucous chatter. ley Land Fund, which was 
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THE ENTIRE Rio Grande Valley is one of the nation's most popular des

tinations for birding, as it lies at the confluence of two major migratory flyways.

interested in protecting the acreage around the home, the City of 
McAllen purchased QuintaMazatlan. The home andgrounds opened 
to the public as a member of the World Birding Center in 2005.  

The entire Rio Grande Valley is one of the nation's most popular 

destinations for birding, as it lies at the confluence of two major 
migratcry flyways and at the intersection of various desert and 
tropicalvegetation zones. In fact, of the 636 species found in Texas, 
more than 500 have been spotted in the habitats flanking the Rio 

www.texashighways.com

Grande. "It's amazing what this 15-acre urban sanctuary attracts 
in terms of native and migratory birds," says Executive Director 
Colleen Hook. "Because Quinta is relatively small, it's easy to meet 
same of the Valley's signature birds here, like the clay-colored 
thrush or buff-bellied hummingbird. It's a wonderful introduc
tionto about30 species that don'ttravel anyfarthernorth. Plus, the 
habitat here demonstrates what you can do in your own backyard 

to attract wildlife." 
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SOME FOLKS say that Marcia Matthews kept nearly 200 caged parrots
and macaws at Quinta, some of which spoke Spanish and sang opera in Italian.  
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of Quinta Mazatlan also delve 

into other aspects of the his
toric home. Along with a small 

group of visitors from Edinburg and Wisconsin, I joined Cris 
Sifuentez on two guided tours of the home and gardens. On the 
first tour, Sifuentez introduced us to some of the birds found in 
the forest of ebonies, mesquites, Texas persimmons, and brasils: 
green jays, warblers, pauraques, and long-billed thrashers, whose 
melodic "wree-wree-wrees" echoed frcm above. She pointed out 
the gardens' many medicinal and edible plants, explained the 
importance of the Rio Grande irrigation canals to the agricultural 
development of South Texas, and provided a brief introduction to 
Spanish explorer Cabeza de Vaca's arrival to the Gulf of Mexico 
in 1528, which would forever change the face of the New World.  

On the second tour, Sifuentez focused on Quinta Mazatlan's 
architecture and the dramatic lives of Jason and Marcia Matthews, 
pointing out the wooden doors modeled after ones at the Spanish 
Governor's Palace in San Antonio, the mysterious stone zodiac 

signs embedded in the side
ABOVE: Blooming Mexican oleander walk outside the couple's bed
attracts birds and butterflies along room, the talavera-tiled Roman 
Quinta's half-mile walking path. LEFT: tub in the master bath, and the 
Quinta Mazatlan's Grand Hall served rosewood piano that allegedly 

as a formal dining room and living belonged to Confederate Presi
room during both the Matthewses' dent Jefferson Davis. She regaled
and Schulzes' residencies.  

www.texashighwayE.com

Quinta Mazatlan 
QUINTA MAZATLAN is at 600 Sunset Dr. in McAllen. Hours: Tue-Sat 8-5 
(until dark on Thu). Admission: $2; $1 age 65 and older and ages 5 to 12; free 
age 4 and younger. Fall programming kicks off in October with a Nature 
Speaker Series (Thu. at 6 p.m.), History Tours (Fri. at 10 a.m.), and Woodland 
Walkabout tours (Sat. at 9 a.m.). Call 956/681-3370; www.quintamazatlan.  
com and www.theworldbirdingcenter.com.  

For information about lodging, restaurants, and other attractions in McAllen, 
see www.mcallencvb.com.  

The World Birding Center is a network of nine sites along the Rio Grande 
from South Padre Island to Roma, with a shared mission of protecting native 
habitat and promoting understanding and appreciation of birds and wildlife.  
The nine sites, which vary in habitat from coastal wetlands and freshwater 
marshes to chaparral brush and riparian thickets, are: 
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park, Mission (the WBC headquarters) 
Edinburg Scenic Wetlands, Edinburg 
Estero Llano Grande, Weslaco 
Harlingen Arroyo Colorado, Harlingen 
Old Hidalgo Pumphouse, Hidalgo 
Quinta Mazatlan, McAllen 
Resaca de la Palma, Brownsville 
Roma Bluffs, Roma 
South Padre Island Birding and Nature Center, South Padre Island 
For details, see www.theworldbirdingcenter.com.

us with [continued on page 60 0
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When the City of McAllen purchased Quinta Mazatlan in 

1998, architects added a solarium to help integrate the 

outdoors with the home's interior.

tales of eccentricity and inventiveness: For 

example, Jason built a secret hideaway

accessible only by a rope ladder- for him

self behind the main home and constructed 

a swimming pool that he filled using power 

from an airplane engine.  

"Jasonwasridiculedinthe1930sforbuild

ing his home out of adobe," says Sifuentez.  

"He was told that his home would wash 

out during the first rain. Here it is some 80 

years later, and the house is still standing.  

Adobe was perfect for the area-it keeps 

the interior cool in the summer and warm 

in the winter. The legend holds that Jason 

painted the adobe bricks with aluminum 

sulfate to deter radar, but it's more likely 

he did it to help maintain temperature.  

He was 'green' before his time." TH 

Senior Editor LORI MOFFATT recommends 

visiting Quinta Mazatlan and the other World 

Birding Center sites during thefall and spring 

bird migrations. Photographer RANDALL 

MAXWELL enjoyed exploring the Valley for 

this assignment.
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It's easy to order from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

inamu www.texashighways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

ifrEI 1-800-839-4997 (386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. central " Sat & Sun 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

E YMID: Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  
Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways-#748 

PO Box 576 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0576 

Visit the Texas Highways Magazine Gift Shop 
150 E. Riverside, Austin, TX 78704 " Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 4K1 P
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COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER 
Name 

Street Address 

City State Zip 

Daytime Phone Number ( _ 

(In case we have questions regarding your order)

Q Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard 
Q Discover Q American Express 

Card number 

Expiration date

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 

Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 

SUBTOTAL --_ 

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  
TOTAL

Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, Shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways-#748 
PO Box 576 
Mt. Morris, IL 
61054-0576 

4K1P

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99. $18.95 
$200.00 +.........$21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. - For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside 
the continental U.S.  

SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax 
to your subtotal.



Fall Colors at Ratcliff Lake Quick Esca 
Ratcliff Laie in Davy Crocke-t National forest nirrors trees in from Hous 
their full fall regalia. Mother Nature picked the palette, and by Kristin Fin 
Richard Reynolds caught it on film. Size: 20 x 24 inches s

from the 

Texas Highways 
GIFT SHOP

HOUSTON

pes
ton 
n

N
Item 32152 ...... $4.50 

Texas Decorative Pillow 
Beautifully crafted, our woven Texas >illow cepics classic 
Texas scenes within its name. A great addition tc any decor.  
Size: 12 x 8 inches.  

Item 37800 ...... $11.95 

Flags of Texas Print 
The Flags of Texas are skillfully illustrated b, rtis: Chris Smith.  
Included are the Six Flags over Texas; eight Texas Battle flags; 
the Texas Navy Flag; and the First Republic of Texas flag. Eacl
print is signed by the artist. Size: 2C x 16 inches.  

Item 32190 ...... $25.95

eventeen quick getaways within 
easy driving distance from Houston. 
You will find enough variety to suit r y 
every budget and taste. 237 pages, 
5.25 x 7 inches, black & white, 
soft cover, 2011 

Item 36349 ...... $14.95 

Quick Escapes from Dallas/Fort Worth 
by June Naylor 
The best weekend getaways including itineraries, places 
to visit, dine and sleep, route maps and information on 
festivals and special events. 227 pages, 5.25 x 7 inches, 
black & white, soft cover, 2011 

Item 36350 ...... $14.95

DALLAS/FORT WORTH

To order, call 1 -800-39-4997 (386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Or visit www.texashighways.com OCT11
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from the 

TexasHighways 
GIFT SHOP
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Bluebonnet Splash Tee 
Texas bluebonnets bloom beautifully on the side 
of this crazy soft tee. Tapered cut with cap sleeve 
and scoop neck. 100% cotton; machine wash cold.  
Missy sizes: S - 1X 

Item 38267 ...... $24.95 

Texas Star Earrings 
French loop earrings will be a beautiful addition 
to your jewelry collection. Sparkling 3-D Texas 
star design. Earring measures 1/2-inch diameter 
x 1/16-inch thick. French loop measures 1-inch 
long. Made of .925 solid sterling silver.  

Item 37905 ...... $29.95

41 
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Bluebonnet Lap Throw 
Get comfy with this beautiful tapes-ry of bluebonnets.  
Lap throw is machine-washable End dryer-safe.  
100% cotton. Roomy enough to keep you warm, 
small enough to travel along. 52 x 34 inches 

Item 37710 ...... $32.95 

Bluebonnet Tote Bag 
Deluxe carry-all tote bag will keep everything close 
at hand when you are on the mope. Carefree poly
cotton blend exterior featuring our Texas bluebonnets 
design. Fully lined. 14 inch shoulder strap.  
17 x 17 inches 

Item 37415 ...... $22.95

Texas Hometown Cookbook 
This cookbook dishes up a double-helping of local, 
tried-and-true recipes and fun-filled facts about 
hometowns all over the Lone Star State. 256 
pages, B&W, soft cover, 8 x 9 inches.  

Item 36138 ...... $18.95
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$16.95 each

Texas Original Cap 
Solid, durable, 100% heavy brushed
cotton -will cap with ar eye-catching 
Lone Star flag design cfset on the 
visor; adjustable Velcrc strap.  
Item 38715

State Seal Tee 
The Texas Seal is proudly displayed on the front in 
3-dimensional textured ink. Background accented ir 
trendy scroll art. 100% pre-shrunk cotton; machine 
wash warm. Sizes: S - 2XL 

Item 38273 ...... $19.95 

Texas Flag Luggage Tag 
His luggage will stand out from the crowd 
when Dad adds this luggage tag. Texas flag 
front with name tag insert on the back. Sturdy 
enough to hold up to the toughest handlers.  
4.5 x 2.5 inches.  

Item 37719 ...... $7.95

Camo Texas Flag Cap 
You can be stealth witl the camouflage, 
but it's hard to mask your Texas pride. This 
100 percent heavy brushed cotton twill cap 
is a sportsman's dream. Velcro strap closure.  
Green and brown camcuflage patterns vary.  

Item 38717 

Don't Mess with Texas Cap 
Our original cap sports the Texas anti-litter logo 
and a Lone Star flag design on the bill. Beautifully 
crafted; low profile, 6-panel cap with adjustable 
Velcro strap on back.  

Item 38728

Three ways to order: 
BY PHONE: Call 1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S) 

BY MAIL: 'lease use the order form inside this issue. Send 
completed fcrm, along with your payment, including shipping and han
dling to: Texas Highways - #748, PO Box 576, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

ONLINE: Go to www.texashighways.com 
You may also visit the Texas Highways Magazine Gift Shop 
at 150 E. Riverside, Austin.  

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover OCT11
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Speaking of Texas

0

Meet Me at 
the Plazas 

Comprised of two adjoining 
plazas, this San Antonio 
historic district remains 

a vibrant part of the city 3 

Text by GENE FOWLER 

The courtyard of the Spanish Governor's 
Palace, on the west side of Military Plaza, 

has a long, romantic history. It's still a 
popular spot for San Antonio weddings

IV I

r -IAG 

HENDEBSON, TEAS 

O EMBEB 12, 2011
SUGAR CANE SYRUP MAKING 

ANTIQUE CABS AND TRACTORS 
MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT 

SHOPPING VENDORS AND MUCH MORE

TWO ADJACENT PLAZAS IN THE 
heart o- Old San Antonio teemed 

with life in the 18th and 19th cen

turies. Today, Main Plaza, or Plaza de las 

Islas-named for the Canary Islanders 

who settled around it in 1731-and Mili

tary Plaza, or Plaza de Armas, still bustle 

with activity and anchor the 13-block 

Main and Military Plazas Historic Dis

trict. Thanks to a major redesign in 2008, 

Main Plaza offers a pedestrian-friendly 

space for concerts and other events. And 

in Military Plaza, the cnly visible evi

dence of the Spanish garrison built here 

in the 1720s-originally the presidio cap

tain's residence, now known as the Span

ish Governor's Palace-reopened this 

past spring after receiving a new roof 

and other improvements.  

San Fernanio Cathedral, begun in 1738 

and completed in 1749, stands between 

the two plazas. The cathedral's French 

Gothic facade was constructed from 

1868 to 1873. The church's original, 18th

Century walls can be seen inside the 

sanctuary; the original exterior of the
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church's apse is visible from Military Plaza 

The inscription on a marble sarcopha
gus here states that some of the remains 

of the Alamo defenders are contained 

within. Historians disagree about the 

matter, but church records indicate that 

restoration workers in 1936 turned up a 

box of charred bones and fragments of 

clothing that appeared to be uniforms.  

Other major historical events took 

place on and

around Plaza de 

Armas and Plaza 
de las Islas. For ex
ample, according 

to Elizabeth A.H.  
John's 1976 book 
Storms Brewed in 

Other Men's Worlds, 
Spanish officials 
and Apache lead
ers held a treaty 

ceremony here in 

1749. Priests joined 
the soldiers, Apach
es, and citizens in a 
ritual peace dance, 
followed by the burial
lance, arrows, and a live horse. "There are 

conflicting hypotheses about whether 
the burials took place in Main or Mili
tary Plaza," says Kay Hindes, City Ar
cheologist with San Antonio's Office of 
Historic Preservation.  

Though Plaza de Armas appears to 

have lost its military presence in the 

late-18th or early-19th Century, the plaza's 

important role in San Antonio history 

continued. Alamo defender James 

Bowie married Ursula de Veramendi at 

San Fernando Cathedral in 1831. David 
Crockett, after telling his fellow Tennes

seans that they could go to hell and he'd 
go to Texas, orated an address in Main 

Plaza in 1836. Weeks later, after the 

arrival of the Mexican Army force that 

attacked the Alamo, Santa Anna raised a 

flag on San Fernando's tower demanding 

"no quarter" for the Texian defenders.  

As a noted outpost of the Old West, San 

Antonio was not short on saloons, and

many of the gambling and imbibing empo
riums lined the plazas. Historian Charles 

Ramsdell wrote in his 1959 book San An
tonio, A Historical and Pictorial Guide that 
in the second half of the 19th Century, 
when Military Plaza no longer quartered 

soldiers, it became "the liveliest spot" in 

Texas. By day, a farmers market occupied 
the old Plaza de Armas. Come sundown

the plaza became a torch-and-lantern

lit bazaar. From 

portable stoves, 
women known as 

the chili queens 
sold chili-con
carne, tamales, and 
enchiladas. Their 

legend attracted 
writers such as Red 
Badge of Courage 
author Stephen 

Crane, who joined 
other diners at long 
wooden tables.  
Crane wrote that 

the chili hit his pal
ate like "pounded

firebrick from Hades," but more than a 

century later, historian Marian L. Marti

nello noted in her book The Search for a 
Chili Queen that many accounts did not 
mention the heat. (The dozens of vin

tage images in Martinello's book reveal 

that the outdoor cafes operated in day

light, as well.) 

During this same period, mesmerizing 

medicine men hawked their wondrous 
elixirs from carnival wagons with colorful 

performers and exotic displays, and stroll

ing troubadours vied for attention with 
shell-game operators, curio peddlers, and 

silver-tongued shysters.  

The curtain came down on Plaza de 
Armas' starring role in San Antonio 

nightlife around 1890 with the construc

tion of a new city hall in the center of 

the plaza. The French Second Empire 

structure of native limestone still stands, 
as does the Bexar County Courthouse, a 
magnificent Romanesque edifice of red 

sandstone and granite, which arose on the

Meridian 
TEXAS 

A Great Place to Live, 
Work & Play...  

A Charming Historic Downtown 
~ Restaurants ~ Shops 

Market on the Square the 4th 
Saturday of every month 

Be sure to visit on 
Saturday, October 22, 2011 

for the 24th Annual 

NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

MERIDIAN r--XAS 

9:00am - 5:00pm 
Beautiful Bosque Bottor-s Campgrounds 

Over 200 teams compete for 2011 
Championship. Buy People's Choice 

Tickets to taste & vote for your 
favorite BBQ...  

Other activities: 
Bosque Bottoms 5k Run & 2k Fur Run, 

Pa -ade, Tractor Pull, Old West Gunighter 
Shows, Musical Entertaiinent, Arts & 
Crafts & Food, Vendors and Games & 

Rides for the <ics! 

For More Information 
Call (254)435-6113 or 

Email ncbc9414@sbcglobal.net 

Ad sponsored by Mer cian EDC 

www.meridiantxedc.org 
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Today, Main Plaza 
features splash fountains 

where kids can frolic, 
food kiosks, and tables 

and benches where you 
can eat, read, and watch 

the world go by.

of a hatchet, a



A History of 

Gracious Hospitality 

on Galveston Island 

a Y 

2024 SEAWALL BLVD.  

GALVES TON ISLAND, TEXAS 

409.765.7721 

www.Wyr-dhamHotelGalvez.com 

r Doi 

THE TREMONT HOUSE 
A Wyndham Grand Hotel 

2300 SHIP'S MECHANIC ROW 

GALVESTON ISLAND, TEXAS 

409.763.0300 

www.WyndhamTremontHouse.com 

Historic Hotels of America 
National Tust for Historic Preservation 
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Speaking of Texas 

Main and Military Plazas Historic District 

MAIN AND MILITARY PLAZAS LIE BETWEEN WEST COMMERCE 
and West Houston streets, about a mile west of the Alamo, in downtown San 

Antonio. The Main Plaza Conservancy hosts concerts, film screenings, story-

southern side of Main Plaza fouryears later.  

By 1915, the captain's house on Mili

tary Plaza had fallen into such disrepair 

that pioneer preservationist Adina De 

Zavala identified the structure only by 

the Hapsburg coat of arms above the 

entrance and by the inscription, "aio 

1749 se acab6 (completed in 1749)." 

Announcing her discovery, the SanAnto

nio Express ran the headline, "Governor's 

Palace With Imperial Coat of Arms Tells 

of the Spanish Rule." Though the struc

ture originally housed the presidio cap

tain, it also served as the residence of 

the last ad-interim Spanish governor of 

Texas from 1816 to around 1820.  

The palace had become a private 

residence by 1820. From the 1870s to 

the 1920s, it housed a cantina, produce 

market, pawn shop, and clothing store.  

The city bought the building in the late 

1920s and restored it in 1930. New vigas, 

or ceiling beams, were created from tele

phone poles. A new outdoor patio was

0

- ~ e

telling, a weekly farmers market, and 

many annual events. Call the Main Plaza Con

servancy, 210/225-9800; www.mainplazaorg.  

San Fernando Cathedral, on the west side 

of Main Plaza, offers self-guided and docent

guided tours highlighting its art, history, and 

architecture. Call 210/576-1365 or 210/227-1297; 
www.sfcathedral.org.  

The patio of the Spanish Governor's Palace, 

on the west side of Military Plaza, offers an at

tractive site for weddings and other events. Call 

210/224-0601; www.sariantonio.gov/dtops/ 
parks plazas/governorspalace.aspx.  

-Gene Fowler 

Pedestrian-friendly Main Plaza showcases local 

culture, offering space for music performances, 

artists' displays, and a farmers market.  

paved with pebbles from the San Anto

nio River. Black walnut doors carved 

by master craftsman Peter Mansbendel 

depict the saga of Spanish America in 

bas relief.  

Plaza visitors never know when the 

hallowed ground may yield more myster

ies. In 2003, archeologists uncovered a 

portion of the 18th-Century presidio wall 

at Commerce and Camaron, across the 

street from the Spanish Governor's Pal

ace. Marian Martinello hurried to see the 

structure, one step ahead of the bulldozer.  

"I approached the wall and touched it," 

she wrote in her 2006 book The Search 

for Pedro's Story. "At that moment, I 

sensed that the soldiers of Presidio San 

Antonio de Bejar and I were connected 

across the centuries by this place, this 

wall. ... I resolved to stand where they 

might have stood, walk where they prob

ably walked...." 
And thanks to the efforts of preserva

tionists, we can walk there still. 11-



EVERYTHING IS COMING UP ROSES FOR TH $6 
Traveler this month during the Texas Rose 
Festival in Tyler. The festival (Oct. 13-15, 2011) 
honors the importance of the rose industry in 
East Texas, where one-fifth of all commercial 
rosebushes in the United States are grown. The g.sP 

festival has been an annual event since 1933; 
today's visitors can enjoy a parade, art shows, 
floral displays, and special events that honor 
the Rose Queen and her court. Festival
goers can also roam the Tyler Mu
nicipal Rose Garden, which features 
some 40,000 rosebushes that dis- j : .  
play more than 500 different variet
ies of flowers. While some of the fes
tival's events are free to the public, a r 
few require participants to purchase tickets. Find 
information at www.texasrosefestival.com.  

October Events 
BIG BEND COUNTRY 
Ai PINE: Big Bend Star Party October 20-22. Email 
dEvedarksky@mac com n 
El PASO: Chopin Music Festival October 1,15, 29.  
Chamizal National Memorial Theatre. www.elpaso-chopin.  
ccm 915/584-1595 

EL PA.0: Amigo Airsho October 22-23. Biggs Army 
Airfield. 915/562-6446 

FORT DAVIS: Anniversary Celebrations October 8.  
www.fortdavis.com 432/426-3015 

FORT STOCKTON: Old Fort Day October 15. www.  
historicfortstockton.com 432/336-2167 

MONAHANS: Sands Art Festival October 1. Ward County 
Convention Center. www.monahans.org 432/943-2187 

ODESSA: Basin Barbecue Blowout October 20. Behind 
Ector Theater. 432/333-7871 

WICKETT: Bluegrass Festival October 1-2. Old Wickett 
School. 432/943-3135 

GULF COAST 
BAYTOWN: Grito Fest October 1. Bicentennial Park. www.  
baytown.org 281/420-6597 

BEAUMONT: Dog-tober Fest October 8. Downtown. w 
www.beaumontmainstreet.com 409/838-2202 

BROWNSVILLE: Latin Jazz Festival October 13-16, www.  
brolatinjazz.com 956/831-9590
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The Promise 
A Musical Drama Based 
on the The Life of Jesus 

Every Friday & Saturday Evening 

September 3 thru October 30 

" Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
" Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
- Creation Evidence Museum 
- Dinosaur Valley State Park 
" Dinosaur World 
- Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
" Historic Courthouse Square 

And Much More!! 

Glen Rose, Texas

Traveler

_C 6N TRIAL T6XAS 

Copperas Cove also known as 
"Bike Central Texas" offers several cycling races 
and rides throughout the year. We have numerous 

routes to explore the countryside 

Copperas Cove 
Chimbes of Commec & vWo acure# 

Fort Hood Challenge 
September 24 &25 

Ride to Recovery-CYCLEFEST 
October 15, 2011 

www.copperascove.com 
254-547-7571 

chamber@copperascove.com
0 TH SPOTLIGHT

. J -

THIS FALL, THE LADY BIRD JOHNSON WILDFLOWER CENTER IN AUSTIN, 

along with Texas Highways magazine, will present The Unexpected Season, a dispk y 

of the vibrant autumn i-nages by Steven Schwartzman in this issue-from gayfeather 

and flameleaf sumac to golderrod and goldeneye to bushy bluestem (aLove) ard 

rusty blackhaw. The exh bi: w|1 ri n October 4-9 in the Wildflower Center's McDermott 

Lea-n ng Center. =or more in or-nation, visit wwvw.wildflower.org.

CLEAR LAKE AREA: Annual Balunar Liftoff Festival 
October 21-23. NASA/Johnson Spa:e Center www.ballunar 
festivalcom 281/488-7676 

CLUTE: Harvest Fun Fest Jcaber 2; Municipal Park.  
979/265-8392 

CORPFLS CHRISTI: Texas Jazz Festival Oc:ober 14-16.  
Heritage Park. www.texasjazz-fst org 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Dia de los Muertos Street Festival 
October 28. Starr Street at Chalar A Stet. www.kspace 
conoemsoraryorg 36/87-83 

DEEE PARK: Haloween Haunted laze October 21-22.  
Jimmy E.Jrke Activity Center. www.deei arktx.org/recreation 
281,117x-2050 

GALVESTON: Hotel Galvez Ghost Tours October 6,13, 
20, 2-. Reservations requirec. www.bernarcosathotelgalvez.  
corr OE/765-7721 

GALVESTON: Island Oktoberfest O:tober 21-22. www.  
galvestonoktoberlest.ccm 40917E2-8477 

HOUSTON: Wings Over Houston Airshow October 
15-15 Elington Airport. Nwwwiigsove-houstn.com 
7131266-4492

HOUSTON: Halloween Boo Bash October 30 www.  
t-adersvillage.com 281/890-5500 

KATY: Rice Harvest Festival Oc-oLer 8-9. www.  
kztychamber.com 281;391-5289 

LA PORTE: Hard Hat Tour of the Battleship Texas 
O:tcber 15. Reservaticns required. 231/479-2431 ext. 234 

ORANGE: Orchid Festival Octber 1-8. Snangi La 
Botanical Gardens anc Nature Center. www.shangrila 
gardens.org 409/670-9113 

PORT ARANSAS: Harvest Maon Regatta October 13-16.  
www.harvestmoonregatta~com 281/474-2511 

PORT ARTHUR: Zydecajun Spooktacular October 29.  
Bb Bowers Civic Center. 409/962-3011 

ROSENBERG: Fort Bend County Fair October 1-2. County 
Fairgrounds. www.fbcfa.org 281/3<<-5171 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Sanc Castle Days Cctober 19
23. Isla Blanca Park. www.sandcastlecays.CDm 956/761-6433 

SUGAR LAND: Gulf Coast International Dragon Boat 
Regatta October 22-23. Brooks Lake www.texasdragor 
boal.com/oct
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VICTORIA: ElDia de los Muertos The Day of the Dead 
Festival and Exhibit October 29-November 27. The Nave 
Museum. www.visitvictoriatexas.com 361/575-8227 

WINNIE: Texas Rice Festival October 1. Winnie-Stowell 
Park. www.texasricefestival.org 409/296-4404 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: Austin Film Festival October 20-27. www.  
austinfilmfestival.com 800/310-FEST 

AUSTIN: Texas Book Festival October 22-23. State 
Capitol Building. www.texasbookfestival.org 

BOERNE: Harvest Moon Celebration October 29.  
www.visitboerne.org 830/249-7277 

BURNET: Fort Croghan Day October 8. www.fortcroghan.  
org 512/756-8281 

FREDERICKSBURG: Oktoberfest October 1-2. Marktplatz.  
www.oktoberfestinfbg.com 830/997-4810 

FREDERICKSBURG: Food and Wine Fest October 22.  
Marktplatz. www.fbgfoodandwinefest.com 830/997-8515 

GRUENE: Music and Wine Fest October 6-9. www.  
gruenemusicandwinefest.org 830/606-1601 

GRUENE: Texas Clay Festival October 22-23. www.texas 
clayfestival.com 830/629-7975 

JOHNSON CITY: Texas Hill Country Lavender Festival 
October 1-2. www.texashillcountrylavenderfestival.com 
830/868-2806 

LLANO: Chuck Wagon Cook-Off and Heritage Day 
Celebration October 14-16. www.llanochuckwagoncookoff.  
com 325/247-5354 

MARBLE FALLS: Sculpture on Main October 14-16.  
www.marblefalls.org 830/693-2815 

OZONA: Davy Crockett Festival October 1. Town Square.  
325/392-2721 

SAN SABA: Pecan Jam October 22. Risien Park. www.  
pecanjam.com 

WIMBERLEY: Market Day October 1. Lions Pavilion.  
www.shopmarketdays.com 512/847-2201 

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: Tejas Storytelling Association Tumbleweed 
Festival October 21-22. 325/794-4463 

AMARILLO: Cowboy Mounted-Shooting Association 
World Finals October 18-23. www.cowboymounted 
shooting.com 888/960-0003 

AMARILLO: Boo at the Zoo October 28-29. Amarillo Zoo 
in Thompson Park. www.amarillozoo.org 806/381-7911 

BROWNFIELD: Terry County Harvest Festival 
October 1. Coleman Park. www.brownfieldchamber.com 
806/637-2564 

BUFFALO GAP: Ghost Tours October 8,15. Buffalo Gap 
Historic Village. 325/572-3365 

CANADIAN: Fall Foliage Festival October 15-16. www.  
canadiantx.com 806/323-6234 

CANYON: Pirates of the Canyon Balloon Festival 
October 28-30. Palo Duro Canyon State Park. www.pirates 
ofthecanyon.com 806/674-7016

GRAFORD: Possum Fest Great Outdoors Barbecue 
and Chili Cook-Off October 1. www.possumkingdomlake.  
com 888/779-8330 

LUBBOCK: Heritage Halloween October 28. National 
Ranching Heritage Center. www.nrhc.ttu.edu 806/742-0498 

SAN ANGELO: Concho Valley Archaeology Fair October 
8. Fort Concho National Historic Site. www.fortconcho.com 
325/481-2646 

SNYDER: White Buffalo Days October 7-9. www.snyder 
chamber.org 325/573-3558 

STANTON: Old Sorehead Trade Days October 8-9.  
www.stantontex.com 432/756-2006 

WICHITA FALLS: Falls Fest October 1. Lucy Park. www.  
fallsfest.org 940/692-9797 

WICHITA FALLS: Sheppard AFB Air Show October 1-2.  
www.facebook.com/sheppardairforcebase 940/676-7249 

PINEY WOODS 
CENTER: East Texas Poultry Festival October 6-8.  
www.shelbycountychamber.com 936/598-3682 

COLDSPRING: Pumpkin Fest October 29. Courthouse 
Square. www.sanjacintocountytourism.org 713/628-2402 

CONROE: Cajun Catfish Festival October 28-30. http:// 
conroecajuncatfishfestival.com 936/522-3500 

GILMER: East Texas Yamboree October 19-22.  
Courthouse square. www.yamboree.com 903/843-2413 

GLADEWATER: Annual Black Rodeo October 1. Rodeo 
Arena. www.realcowboyassociation.com 903/918-6023 

GRAPELAND: Peanut Festival October 7-8. www.  
peanutfest.com 936/687-4710 

HUNTSVILLE: Halloween Carnival October 29. County 
Fairgrounds. www.walkercofair.com 936/291-8736 

JACKSONVILLE: Thunder in the Pines Motorcycle 
Rally and Music Jam October 1-2. www.jacksonvillerally.  
com 903/721-4121 

JEFFERSON: Taste of Jefferson October 16. Austin 
Street. www.jefferson-texas.com 903/665-2672 

KILGORE: Four-Star Cinema Fall Film Festival October 
1-6.903/983-1249 

NACOGDOCHES: Pineywoods Fair October 12-16. County 
Expo Center. www.nacexpo.net 936/564-0849 

NACOGDOCHES: Ghosts of Millard's Crossing October 
31. www.millardscrossing.org 936/564-6631 

SAN AUGUSTINE: Sassafras Festival October 28-29.  
www.sanaugustinetx.com 936/275-3610 

TEXARKANA: National Acrobats of China October 11.  
Perot Theater. www.trahc.org 903/792-4992 

THE WOODLANDS: Trick or Treat Trail October 30.  
Waterway Square. www.thewoodlandscvb.com 281/363-2447 

TROUP: Haunts of Four Winds October 14-30. Vizcaya 
Ranch. www.fourwindsfaire.com 903/839-5271 

WINNSBORO: Autumn Trails October 7-8,14-16,21-23.  
www.winnsboroautumntrails.com 903/342-1958 

WOODVILLE: Annual Harvest Festival October 14-16.  
Heritage Village. www.heritage-village.org 409/283-2272

MEET. PLAY. VISIT.

ONCE EACH YEAR, SEGUIN LOCALS BREAK OUT 
OF THEIR SHELLS AND THROW ONE GREAT PARTY.  

JOIN US FOR 
World's Largest Nutcracker Collection Tour 

Pecan Tasting 

Conjunto Festival 
Trade Days Market 

Art Slam 
Pottery Show 

Free Agricultural Activities for All Ages 
Pecan Classic Golf Tournament 

Tour de Pecan Bike Ride 
Pecan Bake Contest 

Mighty Muttadors Pet Parade 
"Hats Off to Juan Seguin" Street Dance 

Hoity Toity Hat Parade 
Pictures with the World's Largest Pecan 

Delicious Food 
Entertainment featuring the Shiner Hobo Band 

M~AN~ FS HEITAGE DAZS 
WWW.SEGUINGONUTS.COM - 800-580-7322 
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Traveler 

Q TH SPOTLIGHT 

ROADTRIP WITH TH TRAVELER TO THE 

37th annual Texas Renaissance Festival in 
e 4Plantersville. The festival will open on week

ends from October 8 to November 27 (and on 
t Thanksgiving Friday) and offers eight different 
weekly themes, such as Oktoberfest, Pirate 

Adventure, and Highland Fling.  

Experience the atmosphere of the 16th Cen

tury as you explore the festival's New Market 
Village. Enjoy the selection of handcrafted 

merchandise in the nearly 400 vendor shops 

featuring clothing, furniture, jewelry, metal 

art, and other treasures. Performers and cos
tumed characters offer more than 200 shows 

daily; costume and eating contests and nightly 
+ fireworks shows add to the lively lineup.  

For information on admission prices, 
camping, and other activities, call 800/458

3435; www.texrenfest.com.  

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
- EADDISON: Worldfest October 22-23. Addison Circle Park.  

www.addisontexas.net 800/233-4766 

3d iA* " ,i W~ I IANDERSON: Stagecoach Day October 8. Fanthorp Inn 
$"E Ui, L ZState Historic Site. www.birthplaceoftexas.com 936/873-2633 

ARLINGTON: Texas Guitar Show October 15-16. Arlington 
Convention Center. www.texasguitarshows.com 888/473-6059 

ATHENS: Fall Festival at the Arboretum October 8.  
903/675-5630 

BONHAM: Fannin County Fair October 5-8. County Fair 
Grounds. www.fannincountyfair.com 903/583-9830 

tBRYAN: Texas Reds Steak and Grape Festival October 
7-8. www.bryantx.gov/texasredsfestival/wordpress/?page_ 

" id=2 979/862-6700 

CANTON: First Monday Trade Days October 1-2. www.  
visitcantontx.com 877/462-7467 

SA TURDAY OCTOBER 22,2011 CHAPPELL HILL: Scarecrow Festival October 8-9.  

. Downtown. www.chappellhillmuseum.org 888/273-6426 

CUERO: Turkeyfest Celebration October 7-9. City Park.  
www.turkeyfest.org 361/275-2112 

DALLAS: State Fair of Texas October 1-23. Fair Park. www. U 

bigtex.com 214/565-9931 

DALLAS: Cool Thursdays Fall Concert Series October 6, 
13, 20, 27. Dallas Arboretum. www.dallasarboretum.org 

5' 214/515-6518 

DALLAS: Fiesta Latinoamericana October 9. Dallas Arts < 

District. www.dfwinternational.org/fiestalatinoamericana z 
214/744-6642
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EDOM: Festival of the Arts October 15-16. www.edom 
festivalofthearts.com 903/852-3294 

ELGIN: Hogeye Festival October 22. www.elgintx.com 
512/281-5724 

ENNIS: Autumn Days in Ennis Fall Festival October 15.  
www.visitennis.org 972/878-4748 

FORT WORTH: Red Steagall Cowboy Gathering and 
Western Swing Festival October 21-23. Stockyards Station.  
www.redsteagallcowboygathering.com 888/269-8696 

FRISCO: Lone Star Storytelling Festival October 14-15.  
www.lonestarstories.org 972/292-5669 

GLEN ROSE: The Promise October 1, 7-8,14-15, 21-22, 
28-29. www.thepromiseglenrose.com 800/687-2661 

GONZALES: Come and Take It Festival October 1-2.  
www.gonzalestexas.com 830/672-6532 

GRANBURY: Harvest Moon Festival October 22-23.  
Courthouse Square. www.granburysquare.com 817/573-5299 

GRAND PRAIRIE: Asian American Cultural Festival 
October 1. Traders Village. www.tradersvillage.com 
972/647-8205 

GRAND PRAIRIE: Forest of Fear Haunted Hay Rides 
October 21-22, 28-29. Loyd Park on Joe Pool Lake.  
817/467-2104 

GRAPEVINE: Hallo-Wine Trail October 29. Historic down
town. www.grapevinetexasusa.com 800/457-6338 

HALLETTSVILLE: Falling Leaves Polka Festival October 
23. Knights of Columbus Hall. www.kchall.com 

HICO: Billy the Kid Chili Cook-Off and Car Show 
October 1-2. www.billythekidmuseum.com 254/796-4620 
KAUFMAN: Scarecrow Festival October 22. Courthouse 
Square. www.kaufmantx.com 972/932-3118 

LEXINGTON: Chocolate Lovers Festival October 15.  
Downtown. www.lexingtontexas.com/clf.htm 979/773-4337 

LULING: Night in Old Luling October 8. Thump Pavilion.  
830/875-9239 

MADISONVILLE: Texas Mushroom Festival October 22.  
www.texasmushroomfestival.com 

MCKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days October 14-16.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MESQUITE: Pumpkinfest October 22. City Lake Park.  
www.oldtownmesquite.org 972/216-6260 

MESQUITE: Cowboys of Color National Finals Rodeo 
October 29. Resistol Arena. www.morethanjustarodeo.com 
972/285-8777

NOCONA: Festa d'Italia October 22. Tails 'n' Trails 
Museum. www.nocona.org 940/825-3526 

PARIS: Red River Valley Fair October 1. Paris/Lamar 
County Fairgrounds. www.rrvfair.org 903/785-7971 

PLANO: Plano International Festival October 1. Haggard 
Park. www.planointernationalfestival.org 214/495-7838 

ROUND TOP: Fall Antiques Fair October 1. Big Red Barn 
and Carmine Dance Hall. www.roundtopantiquesfair.com 
512/237-4747 

ROUND TOP: Marburger Farm Antique Show October 1.  
www.roundtop-marburger.com 800/999-2148 

SALADO: Christmas in October October 7-8. Civic Center.  
www.salado.com 254/541-6700 

SEGUIN: Pecan Fest Heritage Days October 28-30. www.  
visitseguin.com 800/580-7322 

SMITHVILLE: Smithville Music Festival October 22.  
www.smithvillemusicfestival.org 512/237-2313 

WACO: Heart 0' Texas Fair and Rodeo October 6-15.  
www.hotfair.com 254/776-1660 

WEATHERFORD: Talking Tombstone Tour October 22.  
Old City Greenwood Cemetery. www.parkercountyheritage 
society.com 817/658-3580 

YORKTOWN: Western Days-Ziegfest October 14-16.  
www.yorktowntx.com 361/564-2661 

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
GOLIAD: Missions Tour de Goliad Bicycle Ride 
October 15. www.goliadcc.org 361/645-3563 

SAN ANTONIO: Gala in the Garden and Art Sale 
October 6. Ursuline Hall and Coates Gallery. www.sw 
school.org 

SAN ANTONIO: International Accordion Festival 
October 7-9. La Villita. www.internationalaccordionfestival.  
org 210/207-8610 

SAN ANTONIO: Oktoberfest San Antonio October 7-8, 
14-15. www.beethovenmaennerchor.com 210/222-1521 

SAN ANTONIO: Founders Day October 22. The Alamo 
grounds. www.sanantoniofoundersday.org 

SAN ANTONIO: BOOtanica! Fall Festival October 23.  
Botanical Garden. www.sabot.org 210/207-3250 

WESLACO: Spooky Science Fest October 22. Estero 
Llano Grande State Park. www.worldbirdingcenter.org 
956/565-3919

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 
from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  
Send future event information to: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009; fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, 
Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep.1.

www.TexasMushroomFestival.com

T

Shiitake 5K Run/Walk 
Auto Showcase 
Photo Contest 
Arts & Crafts 
Kids' Zone 
Quilt Show 
Book Sale 
Carnival

RUSIR16 am, 6 

hwt isavr,

Texas Wine Tasting 
Cooking Demos 
Entertainment 
$10 per person 
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Daytripper WITH CHET GARNER 

No Finer Day 
in Shiner 
IN TEXAS, the mere mention of the word "Shiner" 

immediately brings to mind thoughts of a cold 

longneck and the distinctive brew within. However, 
before the beer, there was the town, which I set 

out to explore, beyond the bottle.

Y db 
R. _ __.

10:00 a.m. Not surpris
ingly, the best way to 

learn the history of Shiner is 
to learn the history of Shiner 
Beer, as the two have been 
intertwined for more than a 
hundred years. So, I headed 
for the Spoetzl Brewery and 
joined the day's first tour.  
Shiner beer started in 1909 
when the town's thirsty Ger

man and Czech immigrants 

decided to start a brewery to 
make the traditional Bavarian 
brews of their homelands. In 
1914, legendary brewmaster 
Kosmos Spoetzl took over and 
the rest is history. The Spoetzl 
Brewery is now the oldest in

dependent brewery in Texas 

and still brews every drop of 
Shiner Beer from its "little 

brewery" in Shiner. The tour 

gave me a firsthand look into 
the brewing process and, of 
course, a firsthand sampling 
of the final product, from the 
flagship Shiner Bock to the 
102 Double Wheat. The tour 
is the best way to sample the 
spectrum of Shiner, and it 
whet my curiosity as to what 
else the town had to offer.  

12:00 p.m. Thirsty 
no more, but definitely 

hungry, I went to Friday's

Fried Chicken, a local spot 
that's part fried-chicken-joint 
and part Czech bakery. My 
two-piece golden-fried-chick
en plate with cole slaw and 
French fries hit the spot. Then 
I finished my lunch with a warm, 
homemade apple kolache.  

G 1:15 p.m. I explored 
the streets of Shiner's 

historic district, which offers 
a cluster of restaurants and

shops selling 
antiques and a 
range of Shiner 
knickknacks.  
I stepped into 
Antiques, Art 
and Beer
which carries 

everything the 
name implies,

Contact 
Shiner Ch 
of Comn 
361/594

www.sh ine

including ice-cold Shiner Beer
and sipped a pint as I wan
dered the aisles.  

3:00 p.m. Back on the 
street, a small building 

labeled "Louis Ehlers Cigar 
Factory" caught my eye. In
side I found an interesting 
museum telling the story of 
this yellow house, one of the 
city's most beloved estab
lishments, where workers 

produced hand-rolled cigars 
for the townsfolk. Next door

stood the relocated Green 
Cabin, birthplace of William 
Green, one of Shiner's early 
prominent businessmen.  

o 4:00 p.m. I hopped 
back in my truck and 

drove past Shiner's blocks of 
historic homes toward a mag
nificent steeple on the horizon.  
Within minutes, I was stand
ing in front of the extraordin
ary Saints Cyril and Methodius 

Catholic Church.  
Finished in 1921, 

the the church, 

amber with its Roman
esque Revival 

-erce, exterior, paint
ed murals, and 

rtx.com. stained glass 
imported from 

Germany, trans

ported me to Old World Eu
rope without having to leave 
small-town Texas. Unexpected 
finds like this are what day
trippin' is all about.  

, 5:00 p.m. With time 
to kill before dinner, I 

followed several locals' advice 
and visited Howard's conve
nience store. While gas sta

tions aren't usually tourist 
attractions, Howard's is the 
exception. Beyond the pumps, 
sodas, and beef jerky lies a

hidden beer garden and a 
selection of five Shiner beers 
on tap. Throw in hand-dipped 
Blue Bell and you have Shiner
style happy hour.  

6:30 p.m. Time for 
the main course at 

the Shiner Restaurant & 
Bar, which occupies the 
Green Building, built in 
1911. At various times the 
building housed a hospital, 
drugstore, and saloon. The 

ornate tin ceiling, old pho
tos, and collection of Bowie 
knives on display made a 

great backdrop for dining on 
what the restaurant calls the 
"WGS," short fir "World's 
Greatest Sandwich." After 

trying the club-style double
decker sandwich with a 
chicken-fried steak hidden 
between the layers, I might 
just agree on its name.  

WHILE Shiner Beer put 
Shiner on the map, it isn't 
the only thing keeping it 
there. And a day trip to Shin
er goes down as smooth as 
its namesake beverage. As 
they say when toasting in 
Shiner, "Prosit!" So, whether 
you follow my footsteps or 
forge your own path, I hope 
to see you on the road. TH
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