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Up Front

Though SXSW lures big names, like Bruce Springsteen (c.) here with (i to r) David olkinghamJoe Ely, and Alejandro scovedo, much of the musical magic appears in small venues.  

One Corner of SXSW 

of the massive, W-day experience that defines Austin's (and the music wrlds) sprng break,

V't"_ 141' .f~rv LJ many Austinites take extreme mea
sures to avoid any aspect of South by Southwest, the 10-day 

extravaganza of three related festivals that draws more than 
200,000 to the Texas capital each spring. This year, I noticed the 
slogan "Don't Move Here" on the backs of several T-shirts and "Get 
Out of My Town" on the fronts of others.  

The crowds can be daunting. If you're in a hurry, don't even think 
about driving on Congress between Mary Street and the Capitol. In con
trast, I say it's better to define your own experience and overcome the 
xenophobic reaction to become a SXScrooge and avoid the whole thing.  

I'm now among those who look forward to the first morning that 
the line at Jo's Hot Coffee next to the Hotel San Jose increases from 
three or four to 10 or 12 on the first day of the interactive festival.  

This year, I was meeting over morning coffee at Jo's with Daytripper 
Chet Garner (see page 76), when Chet pointed to a minivan cab load
ing up next door. "That's Radiohead," he said, "I saw them last night at 
ACL Live (in downtown Austin's Moody Theater)." And we swiveled 
to take a look at the rock stars wedging themselves into the van. Those 
anecdotes make for fun memories and can be surprisingly common

O TH Wildflowers 
Photo Exhibit 
Natlwna u WfdfOwe Week (May 
7 U at Austin's Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center. After the 
spring rains, the landscape will be 
lush, and you also can see our 
special exhibit, The Serendipity 
of Wildflowers, eau ared in ihe 

A nri sri u f-T

among the SXSW faithful.  

And, even more compelling, 
the SXSW compass points 

beyond the big stars and into 

hard-to-reach corners, the off

the-track music venues away 

from the Austin Music Hall, 
Stubb's BBQ, and the mega

stages sponsored by the likes 

of Google or Red Bull that pop 

up in parking lots downtown.

In the smaller performance spaces, removed from the pulsing, 
high-volume shows from which the lasers originate, the patient 

and intrepid will find a range of creative expression.  

My wife, Helen, and I have an important rule for SXSW: We 

want to see at least one performance that is completely unex
pected. This year, that surprise came in the person of Tim Eriksen 

(at right; www.timeriksenmusic.com), 

a solo performer specializing in Hard

core Americana, the sonorous folk 

music that includes shape-note sing

ing. If you saw the film Cold Moun

tain, you heard Eriksen's music. And 

we heard Eriksen at a more relaxed 

venue: St. David's Episcopal Church w 

downtown, where he performed 

for a group of about 30, half of which 

seemed to know him personally.  

In a previous year, in the St. David's 
Sanctuary, we saw Jakob Dylan with Neko Case, so the church is 

clearly taking on a new role in the music world.  

After the performances, we made our way to the seventh floor 

of the parking garage to retrieve our vehicle. From that height, 
the air was literally pulsing with music from the outdoor stages.  

We agreed with Erin McLaughlin, a singer from Redlands, 
California, who explained, "I love being in a place where music 

takes over like this. It makes me happy." 

I'll agree with that. And also add in a pedicab ride down 

Congress Avenue.  

Charles Lohrmann, Editor-in-Chief 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter J
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At the eastern edge of Big 
Bend Ranch State Park, Lajitas offers hik
ing, camping, and magnificent mountain 
views, as well as golf, swimming, and 
lessons in Big Bend botany.  
Text aid photographs by E. DAN KLEPPER

4& SA kayak trip down a 10-mile stretch 

of the Brazos River rewards three paddlers 
with serpentine vistas, wildlife sightings, 
and new insigh-s into family relationships.  

Text by BARBARA RODRIGUEZ 
Photographs by STEVEN LOESCH

5) Float a lazy river, go horseback 
riding, hit the links, or chill at the spa.  
Make your escape kid-friendly or kid-free.  
Endless options await at Texas resorts 
from Bastrop to Glen Rose.  
Text by HELEN BRYANT



Ranger Law Enforcement Agency 
www.texaSranger.Org 

Free online magazine gft hop 
toll free: (877) 750-8631 
Open 9am-4:30pm Daily 

1-35 Exit 335B in Waco, TX

AVE $4. u 
Bring this ad for $1.00 off 

regular adult and $0.50 off 

child admission for up to 

four people. Good on one 

visit. Good until 
December 31, 2012.  
No cash value.  

Coupon code: 
r, TH - 412 -1FCG4 - 123112
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It's time to load 'em up and head to Waco 

for full-on family fun. Meet Indah and Bugara, the 

new Sumatran tiger cubs, born at the award-winning 

Cameron Park Zoo. Explore the first and only recorded 

discovery of a nursery herd of Pleistocene mammoths 

at the Waco Mammoth Site and learn even more 

about these ancient creatures at the Mayborn Museum 

Complex. The kids can celebrate their favorite sports 

heroes at the Texas Sports Hall of Fame and learn 

about the legendary lawmen at the Texas Ranger Hall 

of Fame and Museum, slurping a hand-pulled soda 

from the Dr Pepper Museum in between. You're 

just a quick road trip away from these 

(and many morel) affordable 

and fun attractions. To plan 

your next family getaway visit 

www.wacocvb.com today.
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Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 

Memories of Bebe and UT 

Postcards 
Trois Estate 

A bed and breakfast near 
Enchanted Rock captivates 

visitors with an ambiance 

reminiscent of old Mexico.  
Plus: The CityArts Festival 

in Dallas; Chinese artist Ai 
Weiwei's sculptures on view 

in Houston.  

TH Taste 
Del Norte: Fabulous 

Roadside Tacos y Mas 

A North Texas taqueria de

lights diners with a range of 
dishes that includes osso 
buco, pork ribs, and smoked 
chiles rellenos. Plus: The

venerable Sto-m's Drive-In.  

F Weekender 
Fun in Frisco 

With spcris teams, a thriving 
retail scene, and attractions 

like the T-=xas S:ulpture Gar
den, Friscc' lures visitors from 

the Me--Dlex and beyond.  
Pius: The inular eclipse in 

West Texas; Mexican art 

exhibits in El Paso.  

41 Speaking of Texas 
San Benito's Musical Pioneers 
A small :.wvn in South Texas 

claims no- one, but two 

recording egends-Freddy 
Fender mnc Narciso Martinez.  

70 TH Traveler 
A roundu: of May events 
Chihuly g ass at the Dallas

Arbo-etum, The Serendipity of 
Wildflowers at the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center 

in Austin, and the Galveston 
Island Beach Revue.  

TH Daytripper 
Keepin' It Weird in 

South Austin 
Chet Garner explores the 
eclectic shops, galleries, and 

food Lrailers along Austin's 
South Congress Avenue. A 

dip ir Barton Springs and a 
view of the city's famous bat 
colory make it a day.  

Window on Texas 
No Shakes, No Problem 
If there's a whole lotta shakin' 
goin' on, or your photos aren't 

as sharp as you'd like, it may 
be time to use a tripod.

About Our Covers 

FRONT: Catch a ride on one of the color

ful barges that cruise along San Antonio's 

tory lessor at te same time. Photo by 
Michael Amador 

BACK: A storm approaches Lajitas Peak 

and the Barton Warnock Visitor Center 

nar Lajita.oroe wnbig-sky views of this 

Photo E. Dan Klepper 

Photographic 

Prints Available 1 
Some images in this issue, including the 
back cover, are available as prints in two 

distinctive formats. For more information, 

cas yolfe 86696-111 or visit www.  

texash ighwayspintcm

n
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your experiences at Facebcoukw F' 
7 Z * e VisitGalvestonisland or call us today 

If you have that anxious feeling ing, kayaking, or fishing, and when at 888.GAL.ISLE (425.4753) 
where you know you need to get you're done, be sure to check out the 
away - It's island time! This sum- unique shops and restaurants found TiMne Lef 26 (Asuwd 
mer, escape to beautiful Galveston in Galveston's historic downtown. 1as 
Island where relaxing on 32 miles Want a glimpse of it all? Embark 
of beaches is worth the trip alone. on an all-inclusive sightseeing tour. eOn.  
When you're done relaxing, find out Dolphin watch on a Harbor Tour, For the 26th year, Galveston Island's 
what makes Galveston such a special, stroll the East End Historic District on East Beach will showcase some of 
diverse destination by enjoying any a self-guided tour of the Galveston the best in sandcastle artistry as the 
of the island's many attractions. Tree Sculptures, or join the Galveston annual American Institute of Archi

Galveston is jam-packed with Duck Tours or the Treasure Isle Tour tects Sandcastle Competition returns 
opportunity for adventure, from the Train. June 4. Come see how piles of sand 
pyramids of Moody Gardens to the Lodging in Galveston accom- are transformed into imaginative 
thrills of Schlitterbahn Galveston modates every budget and length sculptures as teams of architects, de
Island Waterpark. Learn about the is- of stay. Plan a week in one of the signers and engineers take their tools 
land's unique history at Bishop's Pal- Island's beach houses and condos or to the beach. This year, more than 
ace, Moody Mansion, the Lone Star take a quick escape in a hotel or a 60 teams have their eyes and shovels 
Flight Museum, the Pier 21 Theater historic bed & breakfast. set on winning the prestigious Gold 
showing The Great Storm, or even Everything you need to know Bucket Award and you can witness 
upon the 1877 Tall Ship ELISSA. Take about Galveston Island can be found the action! Visit www.aiasanndcastle.  
advantage of nature by going surf- on www.galveston.com. Plus share com for details.

REJUVENATION and RElAXATION 

Luxurious Spa San Luis " The award-winning Steakhouse " The San Luis Bar 
H2o Poolside Ultra Lounge " Private Poolside Cabana rental " Signature Style Boutique 

THE SAN LUIS 
SPA & CONFERENCE CENTER 

(800) 392-5937 - (409) 744-1500 ext. 33 
sanluisresort.com - facebook.com/TheSanhuisResort
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ca 888-876-4235

www.casadelmartx.com

A History of HospiTality.

Located at Pier 19 
Harborside Drive at 20th Street 

l)' 

_4'094',,

A Future of Distinction.

The Hotel Galvez & Spa and The Tremont House have long 
been the lodgings of choice for discriminating travelers on 

Galveston Island. Known for their distinctive style and gra
cious service, both hotels offer legendary hospitality and prox
imity to the Island's many attractions. The beachfront location 
of the Hotel Galvez & Spa offers expansive Gulf views and a 
tropical luxury that includes the Island's finest spa. Located in 
Galveston's historic Strand District within walking distance 
of a wide array of shops, restaurants, museums, and galleries, 
The Tremont House is the perfect retreat for romantic week

ends, family gatherings or corporate retreats. Each hote: offers 

an ideal venue for intimate and grand gatherings.

1 ^ 

2024 SEAWALL BLVD, GALVESTON ISLAND, TX 
409.765.7721 www.WyndhamHotelGalvez.ccm 

THE TREMONT IIOuSE 
A Wnha An~d HO/ 

2300 SHIP'S MECHANIC ROW, GALVESTON ISLAND, IX 
409.763.0300 I www.WyndhamTremonrHouse.cam
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SCAN FOR A COMPLETE 

k LIST OF EVENTS ONLINE

Sizzling Hot Summer! 
3 nights, 4 people, 
$499 All Inclusive, 

w - Valid Sunday - Thursday, 
June 1st to August 16th

w w 

(01 DO 10111 
Qesopi E (Onrspusc (tHU 

6300 Seawall + Galveston * TX " victoriancondo.com 
www.facebook.com/galvestonvictorian " 888.681.1398 

valid 6.1.12 thru 8.15.12. Inclusive rates include all fees and taxes.  
Not valid with any other discounts.  

THIS /S ONE OF MANY VICTORIAN SPECIALS, CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS.

You can just about get 
x here on a tank of gas! 
t All 90 guest rooms have Gulf views 

U ' - Family-friendly rates 
-Free continental breakfast & snacks 
-Free Wi-Fi property-wide 
Come see our new look for 2012! 

commodoreonthebeach.com C , 4? e 37th & Seawall 

uommobore Galveston Island! 
ta / 4 800.231.9921
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Texas 
H highways 
Join us! Get 12 issues chock-full 

of Texas' best getaways, events, attrac

tions, and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year subscrip

tion to Texas Highways Magazine Is just 
$19.95 ... that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gif! Friends, family 
members, and business associates 
all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 
Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 
(yours or a gift) Is $19.95. Additional 
U.S. orders are just $17.95 each when 
ordered at the same time.  

To order by phone, call 

1-800-839-4997 
and ask for promo code 6203SU 

(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-11 p.m. Central 
Sat & Sun 8 am.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa -MasterCard 
Discover -American Express 

Or visit 

www.texashighways.com

GET TEXAS HIGHWAYS FOR YOURSELF! 

/YES! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME 

Address

City State Zip 

E-mail address 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

Just $19.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form 
in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

6205SU

'Wildflower Drives: Top picks for 2011 
d~ MiEN Y WEEKEN CANYON LAKE !> Y5NATNS

GIVE TEXAS HIGHWAYS TO A FRIEND!

YES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME 

Address

City State Zip

E-mail address 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

SEND A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION TO: 

RECIPIENT'S NAME 

Address 

City State Zip 
To include more gifts, enclose a list.

Just $19.95 for 
the first U.S.  
subscription, and 
$17.95 for each 
additional U.S. order! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.) 

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form in 
the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a card announcing your gift 
directly to your recipient.  

For faster service, please call 
1-800-839-4997.  

F205SU
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Small-town Star 
Regarding Chet Garner's TH Daytripper 

on Smithville [April]: I go to Smithville 
often, but never knew about all of the 

movies made there. We just moved to 

the area and now I will make a point to 

check out all of the interesting sites and 

cafes. Enjoyed the feature, as always! 

DEBRAH VOTAW, TH Facebook Fan 

Heart of Bebe 
What a privilege and delight to see my 

mother's photo featured in the excerpt 

of Keith Carter's From Uncertain to Blue 

[March]. My mother, Ruth Koe

nig, ran the country grocery 

store/post office/gas sta

tion in Bebe. She is now 

deceased but definitely 

served as the matriarch of 

the community. My par

ents purchased the store 

when I was six weeks old, so I literally 

grew up there. It was the gathering place 

for the community and I have many 

great memories of my childhood.  

LOWELL KOENIG, Victoria 

UT Feud 
Dave Garlock's "Feud of the UT 

Titans" [Speaking of Texas, March] 

brought back a few memories and some 

sore points. My freshman year at UT, 
I lived in Brackenridge Hall, across the 

street from Gregory Gym. No air con

ditioning, but a good breeze, and fun 

times. Having settled in Austin after 

graduation, we built a home in the West

lake area, easy walking distance to the 

Q CONTACT TH 

We want to hear from you! Send feedback and rec
ommendations to: Texas 'ighways, Box 141009. Austin 
787141009 Email: lettersu5Btexashigrrhways.com. We re
serve the right to ediitems. Because we're unable to {heck 
out every recommendation, and because hours vary and de
tarls can change, please call ahead for more formation, 

PLEASE PASS THIS MAGAZINE ALONG 1 
PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER
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hilly, wooded area on the south 

part of the original Brackenridge 

tract, across what is now Lady Bird 

Lake. Several years ago, the UT regents, 
perhaps still trying to spite Brackenridge, 
sold this portion of his land to develop

ers. That noise you hear is Brackenridge 

still spinning in his grave.  

JON HORNADAY, Austin 

Farmer's Market Faves 
Thank you for Kimberly Fish's won

derful article on Longview [Weekender, 
January 2012].As a native, it has been very

0TH READER 
RECOMMENDATION

I LIKE the town of Menard. I like it be
cause the spring-fed San Saba River runs 

through it, with pecan trees abundant 

about its banks; because it has several 

pretty little churches set about town, and 

old filling stations. I like it because it is 
home to the Sideoats Cafr and Bakery.  

Just inside the caf6 entry, there is 

a pleasing sitting area with books and 

other reading matter. And the dinners 
are fine! They're served in an atmo-

gratifying for me to see Longview grow 

and progress over the years. I was espe

cially excited to see that Ms. Fish enjoyed 

the Historic Longview Farmer's Mar

ket with all of the fabulous Texas-grown 

foods and locally manufactured products.  

The coffee and cinnamon rolls she men

tions are made and sold at the market by 

[our staff from] Johnny Cace's Seafood 
& Steak House [www.johnnycaces.com].  

Thanks for spotlighting Longview! 
CATHYPAINTER CACE 

Co-owner, Johnny Cace's Seafood 

a Steak House, Longview

see'.  
a 

i224' 
1, 

P 0

sphere of warmth and hospitalityy. And 

don't forget about the bakery; I usually 

leave with an elegant cookie in hand.  

JOHN F. VAUGHAN, San Angelo 

For more on Menard, contact the Menard 

County Chamber of Commerce at 325/ 
396-2365; www.mena-dchamberof 

commerce.com. Sideoats Cafd and Bakery 
is at 509 Ellis, 325/396-2069; www.  
sideoatscafe.com.

MAY 2012 1 texashighways.com 11
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Less than a mile from Enchanted Rock lies another captivating destination Text by BARBARA RODRIGUEZ

Y EARS AGO, WHEN I FIRST 
visited Enchanted Rock, it 

seemed to me to be a destination 

all to itself, both literally and figuratively.  

Like Australia's domed red rock, Uluru, 
it was distinctive and isolated, a splendid 

granite island of calm along a curvy road 

out of Fredericksburg. On subsequent 

visits, when I stayed too long at the sum

mit, or began the hike to the top too late 

12 texashighways.com I MAY 2012

in the day, I wished for somewhere to 

rest my head closer to the site. Not because 

Fredericksburg, a mere 15 miles away, was 

too far to journey in the gloaming, but 

because I wished to prolong the sense 

that I was miles and miles away from the 

bustle of everyday life.  

Recently, I discovered that there is a 

hideaway as otherworldly as the rock it

self, less than a mile from the gates of the

Enchanted Rock State Natural Area. It's 

a place that allows another fantasy jour

ney, this time to a sort of parallel universe 

reminiscent of old Mexico, as well as into 

the eccentric minds of its co-creators, Re

becca Trois and her 

former husband, The Central Texas 

Charles Trois. backdrop of Trois Estate 
Trois Estate, a heightens a sense of 

destination bed splendid isolation.

S

I -r

Trois Estate



Sg AND THE LOST PINES REGIoN 

SOMETIMES, 

THE ROAD 
TO HAPPINESS 
ISN'T A ROAD.  

IT'S A 

RIVER. Y 

Paula, Hyatt Lost Pines 

Out here in the Lost Pines area, you get to know 

nature pretty well. The songs of different birds, 
the personalities of different horses and how 

a peaceful river can make everything and 

everybody around it more relaxed. True, 
we may not be as busy as a big city. But 
I can pretty much guarantee you'll find 
happiness around every bend.  

Plan your road trip today at 

VISIT LOSTPINES.COM



and breakfast, is a bit of a well-kept secret, 
as far as I can tell, at least among those not 

planning a wedding. Austin-area brides and 

honeymooning couples have been in the 

know for a couple of years, having discov

ered the inn offers wedding and European 

spa services, not to mention scrumptuous 

dining. Rebecca, who owns and operates 

the business, also serves as executive chef.  

But really, the view of Enchanted Rock

and the craggy Central Texas landscape 

from an intricately mosaic-tiled rooftop 

patio is reason enough to go. The stucco 

and brickwork; the antiques and primi

tive, Old World-style furnishings; and the 

whimsical nature of the experience here 

make a weekend at Trois Estate feel like a 

quick trip to Mexico, without the paper

work and travel hassles-but with a full 

dose of the serendipitous flavor.

VICTORIWTK 
Bring Your Boots 
Located between Houston and 
Corpus Christi, Victoria offers a 
perfect weekend getaway. Enjoy 
our events, museums & festivals.  
Theatre Victoria presents 
"Lend me a Tenor" April 19-28 
Downtown Rhythms April 26 
Victoria Symphony presents 
"Clarajumi Kang" April 28 
Children's Discovery Museum 
-SpringFest April 28 Scan this code and 

head to our Mobile Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 5 Historic Homes 
2012 Art Car Exhibit May 19 DisingTour 

Victoria Bach FestivalJune 5-9 
Museum of the Coastal Bend 
presents Spanish Colonial Living 

.; History" May 18-20 y; 

V s itVictoriaTexas.com 1-800-926-5774 
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The mood is set as soon as you turn off 

Ranch Road 965 onto an impressively 

groomed lane that curves up and around 

stands of oak and clutches of cacti. What 

looks like a mirage of a centuries-old 

Mexican village slowly appears upon the 

horizon. Interwoven with embossed and 

stained concrete paths that look like the 

local granite, the grounds are filled with a 

style of Spanish Colonial architecture that 

some have dubbed "modern Mayan." In 

the late winter, with no brides venturing 

out for photos,the isolation ofthe property 

I was transported back to 
the artisanal charm 

of guesthouses I have 
visited in and around 

San Miguel de Allende.  

has an allure that is less about the venue 

and more about a sense of enchanted iso

lation, reminiscent of the magical villages 

that appear and disappear in the novels of 

Gabriel Garcia Mirquez.  

The smallest accommodations are com

fortable, but not luxurious, and heavy, Old 
World-style furniture designed and crafted 

by Charles Trois predominates. And as in 

Mexico's historic hotels, the stone, con

crete, brick, and tile surroundings that are 

refreshing in spring and summer can be 

chilly in the winter months. But tucked 

into my cueva-a windowless room with 

a high-domed, brick ceiling; a handcrafted 
iron chandelier; canted tile floors; and a 

persnickety shower-I was transported 

back to the artisanal charm of guesthouses 

I have visited in and around San Miguel 

de Allende. The larger villas preferred by 

bridal parties offer more elaborate decor 

and dappled light filtered through walls 
inset with the round amber and green glass 

of wine-bottle bottoms, as well as windows

Jk 
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Postcards

with views of a free-form, landscaped pool.  

But to view Trois Estate only as a hotel 

would be to withhold its greatest secret 

and most enduring source of charm: It

is here that a former R&B musician has 

amassed a collection of cap guns said to be 

the largest in the world. The former gui

tarist from the 1960s band Soul Survivors,

Guest rooms feature Charles Trois more 

beds and other Old recently transformed 

World-style fur- himself into an artist, 
nishings designed architect, furniture 

by Charles Trois. designer, and engi
neer of all you find on 

the 57-acre estate. But perhaps most mem

orable is the Renaissance man's incarna

tion as a passionate collector-not just of 

vintage cap guns, but arrowheads; straight 

razors; swords; Old West chaps, vests and 

jackets; meerschaum pipes; memorabilia 

(including peace medals given by the U.S.  

government to Native American tribes); 
and even an 1870 hurdy-gurdy.  

A goal since the first plans for the estate 

were spun in 1998 was to create a place 
where Charles Trois mighthouse and prop

erly display his collections. The resulting 
museum is a 5,000-square-foot building of 

Charles' design, filledwithwood-and-glass 

display cases. The cap guns alone, stunning

Birds

Blooms 

Butterflies 
Visit Shangri La Botanical Gardens and Nature Certer in Orange, Texas, for an up-close look at a wide 
variety of nesting birds in a natural habitat from the state-of-the-art heronry, over 300 plant species, 
ircluding orchids in a Victorian epiphyte greenhouse and native butterflies throughout the gardens.  
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CONROE, 
Urban fewel in the Piney W 

Bluebonnets  
BBQ, Bentleys 

everything  
in between! 

Beautiful Bluebonnets April - June 

y_ Southern Star Brew B Que May 26th, 27th 

Texas BBQ, Beer & Country Music! 

Concourse D'Elegance of Texas 
Classic, luxury Car Show May 4th-6th  

Order your FREE 
2 4-page Visitors 

Guide: 1-877-426-6763 

2 2 1 www.playinconroe.corn

rx 
oods

CONROE 
T F X A S 

ST J 

Conmoe ri .  
Texas ...' L

A DD A LITTLE ZEST TO YOUR TEXAS VACATION 
in Beaumont. Experience pure Texas hospitality 
mixed with a twang of Cajun swing. Enjoy the 
great outdoors, historic home tours, delicious 
cuisine, and great shopping. Start planning now,

in quantity, qual- Forget menus. Chef Elvis 
ity, and diversity, Canoy creates custom, 
merit a visit. An five-course meals for the 
hour spent among inn's dinner guests.  

the thousands of 

guns-many with spiffy, mint-condition 

holsters-was a journey back to my own 

black-and-white childhood memories 

of Roy Rogers, Red Ryder, and the Lone 

Ranger. These are not the toys my brothers 

and I owned, but the stuff of our dreams.  

And who knew Dale Evans had her own 

holster set of eponymous guns-now more 

rare than any of those once coveted by the 

boys? There are palm-size pistols with 

inlaid mock mother-of-pearl handles and 

engraved silvery stocks, faux ruby-bejew

eled and turquoise-encrusted belts, tooled

leather holsters, elaborately fringed chaps, 
and coonskin caps.  

Most everything is child-size, includ

ing tiny boots and hats and entire cowboy 

ensembles, some on mannequin children.  

Always, everywhere, there are guns and 

holster sets. In several displays, the origi

nal boxes accompany the toys, in equally 

pristine condition and often bearing the 

names of Doc Holliday, Lewis and Clark, 
and of course, Roy Rogers. The Rifle

man repeating rifle with its monumental 

scrollwork and enormous trigger ring 

made me want to call myyounger brother, 
who would even teontinoued on page 18 0
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Postcards

What's Your Sign? 
Controversial Chinese artistAi Weiwei brings 
his public sculpture to Houston 

THROUGH JUNE 3, VISITORS TO HOUSTON'S HERMANN 
Park can view 12 monumental works by Chinese artist Ai Weiwei, 
the artistic consultant behind Beijing's 2008 National Olympic 

Stadium and currently-thanks to his pro-democracy activism

one of China's most controversial public figures.  

Ai Weiwei's Circle of Animals/Zodiac Heads features 12 sculptures 
cast in bronze. Each one weighs approximately 800 pounds and de
picts an animal of the Chinese zodiac that once graced the fountain
clock at the Juan Ming Yuan (Old Summer Palace) near Beijing. The 
sculptures are available for viewing sunrise to sunset, at no charge.  

Says Jonathan Glus, CEO of the Houston Arts Alliance, which or
chestrated the exhibition in Texas, "At first, you're drawn in by the scale 

of the objects-each one stands about 10 feet tall-and then to the 

setting by the water. Even though Ai Weiwei is not permitted to leave 
Beijing, he approved of the site. He wanted these objects looking out 
onto water,just as they did atthe Summer Palace hundreds of years ago.  

"We specifically arranged for the works to be here in the spring,"

signed by Yoshio Taniguchi, the architect who 
helmed the sleek 2004 redesign of the Museum of Modern A rt in 
New York, the new building will present a number of cultural activities 
this spring to elevate the visibility of contemporary Asian culture.  

For details about C/rc/e of Animals/Zodiac Heads, see www.aiwei 
weihouston.org. To learn about the Asia Society Texas Center, see 
www. asiasociety.org. -LoriMoffatt

The Texas you've always dreamed of is now in the palm of your hand.  
With so much to see and do, exploring Lubbock is now conveniently at 

your fingertips. Go to VisitLubbock.org from your smartphone or tablet 

device to find the best places to eat, shop and play. Go mobile with us today!

LIIBBCK 
VisitLubbock org * 800.692.40363
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continued from page 161 today be ren
dered speechless by suchafind. While the 

majority ofguns on display in the museum 

hail from the 50s, more than a few date 

to the early 1800s. The collection now 

includes more than 5,000 pieces.  

Even if you've no time for an overnight 

stay, you'll want to wander the grounds, 
taking in the time-honored building 
techniques that Charles Trois studied in 

Mexico and which give much of the con

struction a seasoned quality similar to that 

of a 300-year-old hacienda. Don't miss the 

underground grotto pool beyond the cathe

dral chapel. Much remains a work in prog

ress; a row of storefronts is scheduled to 

open later this year as an artisan's mercado.  

You might want to consider calling 

ahead for weekend brunch or dinner res

ervations. Chef Elvis Canoy is as much 

fun as his name suggests, and his way with 
a balsamic-and-cherry-gastrique-flavored 

tenderloin got me all shook up-in the best 

sort of way.A breakfast of French toast and 

eggs Benedict served to overnight guests 

caters to the sort of appetite the great 
outdoors inspires. But even if you've not 

come to dine, do note that the dining room 

is furnished with shadow-box tables that 

showcase more treasures; ask for a look

see. There's no telling what you might 
find-or find yourself remembering. , 

Trois Estate at 
Enchanted Rock is about 
15 miles north of Fredericksburg. From 
downtown, go west on Main St. (US 290) 
to Milam St. (RR 965), turn right, and drive to 
the adobe-gate entrance, which has "Trois" 
spelled out in antlers.  

Primarily a bed and breakfast and wed
ding destination, the site is also open for 
daytrippers with spa or restaurant reserva
tions or those who wish to take a tour. (Call 
in advance.) The restaurant is open to the 
public Wed-Sat for a five-course, chef's 
choice dinner, as well as for Sunday brunch 
from 11-2 (allmeals by reservation only).  
Call 830/685-3415; www.troisestate.net.

18 texashighways.com I MAY 2012



Postcards

CityArts Festival 
Dallas celebrates visual, performing, 
and culinary arts at Fair Park 

A FREE FESTIVAL SET IN DALLAS' HISTORIC FAIR PARK 
promises a full slate of activities over Memorial Day weekend (May 

25-27, 2012), with options from art classes to musical entertain

ment on multiple stages. The CityArts Festival showcases the 
long-held ArtFest, a juried outdoor art show that dates to 1969 

and features works by some 200 Texas and national artists.  

Fair Park's unusual setting-it was built for the 1936 Texas Cen
tennial Exposition-is part of the experience. "As home to the 
world's largest collection of 1930s Art Deco architecture, the park 

provides a magnificent backdrop for showcasing Texas culture," 
says Craig Holcomb, president of Friends of Fair Park.  

Displays range from antique cars to ArtCars. A culinary area hosts 

cooking demonstrations by local chefs, wine pairings, and tastings 
of wine, craft beer, and other spirits. Festival-goers must be 21 or 

older to enter the culinary area, but outside, Fletcher's Corny Dogs 

and other vendors provide sustenance for everyone. Vendors also 
offer gifts, clothing, and collectibles at the CityArts Marketplace,

and a children's area features arts and crafts and other activities.  
The lineup includes musical acts, dance performances, and other 

entertainment throughout the weekend, and the park's Esplanade 
Fountain features Bellagio-style "dancing water" shows.  

In addition, local art groups offer art classes for adults and older 
children, and the Dallas Film Society hosts an outdoor film screen
ing on Friday and Saturday evenings. Each of Fair Park's six muse
ums also offers reduced admission at select times during the fes
tival. Call 214/421-9600; www.cityartsfestival.com. -Nola McKey
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Explore the Heritage of West Central Texas www.texasfortstrail.com 
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Del Norte: 
Fabulous 
Roadside 

Tacos
y mas 

With two hard-to-find 
locations between Cleburne 
and Granbury, this taqueria 
specializes in smoked meats 
and addictive combinations.  

Text by CHARLES LOHRMANN 

Del Norte proprietor Chris Garcia 
retrieves the smoked peppers that 
define one of his signature dishes.

M Y FIRST VISIT TO DEL NORTE TACOS IN THE 
railroad town of Godley, southwest of Fort Worth, came 

about as I joined a volunteer group from Granbury in 

their celebration of a successful early summer event. The directions were given with 
almost-apologetic nuance: "It's not a big place. Parking is better around back. It 
sits close to the highway." 

I expected a typical small-town Tex-Mex restaurant-bold colors; pinatas and 
bright paper flowers; and the requisite enchilada combo dinners.  

Del Norte wasn't what I expected.  

The directions were accurate, and I noted the unobtrusive sign almost on the shoul
der of Texas 171 that connects Cresson, on US 377, with Cleburne. I maneuvered into
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the unpaved driveway that ran alongside 

the vintage stone service station building 

and led to a similarly unpaved and pot

holed parking area around back.  

Smoke roiled from the pit behind the 

building and perfumed the summery eve

ning air with notes of mesquite and sa

vory meat. The aroma was promising, 
even if the building was a curiosity.  

I found my group on the front patio, 
chatting happily as they lounged in metal 

chairs amidst a clutter of a half-dozen 

Smoke roiled from 
the pit behind the building 

and perfumed the 
summery evening air with 

notes of mesquite and 
savory meat.  

more-or-less matching tables and en

joyed iced tea, beer, and chips. I noted 

the walls of carefully stacked mesquite 

that defined the patio. This mesquite 

wall not only provides fuel for the smok

ers, but also creates an inventive (and at

tractive) boundary between the al fresco 

dining area and the highway, where traf

fic rumbled not 10 yards away.  

As the first dishes of food arrived, 
I noted the eager anticipation from the 

crowd. The plates appeared more as 

tapas than as a Number Three Combo: 

A chile relleno, topped with melted 
cheese and stripes of crema; a shrimp 

cocktail laced with avocado, pico de 

gallo, and slightly smoky shrimp; grilled 
corn, sliced from the cob and mixed 

with peppers and queso fresco. All de
livered by the smiling and talkative pro

prietor, Chris Garcia.

As the diners fell onto the food, they 

gestured appreciation to Garcia, who 

enjoyed the approbation for a few min

utes before returning to the kitchen for 

more. In the course of the evening, the 

crowd shared some of almost everything 

on the menu. And I looked forward to 

a return visit.  

A few months later, I caught Garcia

on a quiet weeknight when only a hand

ful of diners helped themselves to the 

three salsas (milder verde and roja sal

sas not intimidated by a spicier haba

nero blend) and the always-simmering 

cauldron of charro beans. As we chat

ted in the dining room, where the hy

draulic lift once hoisted vehicles (its 

supports now hidden under a table and

While steeped in local German heritage, Fredericksburg is home to impressive American 
treasures like our 50,000 square foot National Museum of the Pacific War featuring 
interactive displays, videos and hundreds of restored artifacts from both sides. The 
whole family can see jaw-dropping live reenactments on select weekends, and in the 
adjoining Admiral Nimitz Museum learn about Fredericksburg native Fleet Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz, one of the most respected leaders of 
the Pacific campaign. Stroll through the Plaza of the 
Presidents, the memorial courtyard or the quiet 
Japanese Peace Garden and take home some 
memories to put in your own history book. *

VisitFredericksburgTX.com 1 866 997 3600

B

Fredericksburg 
THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY 

German Heritage.Texan Hospitality.
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ZLTQ 
snOr & nI2 

In Historic Downtown 

Enjoy 

in the Live Music Capitol 
of Bell County 

Visit historical 

Relax at 

B LTON LAX 

SU1MItE HIGIIIGTS 
Belton Market Days 

3rd Saturday of every Month 

Schoepf's BBQ 
Free Concert Series 

Every Thurs. April 5 - August 16 

88h ANNUAL 
July 4th Celebration 

& PRCA Rodeo 
Parade & Nolan Creek Festival 

July 4th 

PRCA Rodeo 
July 5 - 7 

wwwz 11b4 on .  

www.beltonchamber.com

Taste 

"All this really comes from the heart. I learned to 
cook from my family in the Valley, near Weslaco, 

my grandmother and grandfather.I

the operating lever providing a hint of 

industrial kitsch), Garcia called to a 

customer following her family mem

bers out of the room, carrying a white 

to-go box.  

"You forgot your purse," he said, point

ing at the handbag.  

She looked back toward the table and 

answered, "You know I care more about 

this food than I do about my purse." 

That night, I, too, required a to-go box 

because I had ordered a mixed plate with 

a stack of brisket slices, smoked sausage, 
and barbacoa. With some black beans and 

guacamole, that was a meal that would 

work any time of day.  

Again, Garcia took obvious pleasure in 

discussing the food he cooks for his cus

tomers, family, and friends. (On one visit, 
I spoke with an oilfield service truck

driver who let me know he was often in 

Del Norte twice a day.) 

Garcia is quick to share his secrets-like 

adding the cilantro stems to the whole 

garlic and bay leaves in the water for 

cooking his charro beans, or marinating 

the pork ribs with a pineapple-achiote 

paste-and his basic love of cooking.  

"All this really comes from the heart," he 

says. "I learned to cook from my family in 

the Valley, near Weslaco, my grandmother 

and grandfather. My grandfather cooked 

in the way they do in northern Mexico, 
where he was from," he adds. "That 

is where the 

name, Del Nor- You'll find more than brisket, 
te, comes from." sausage, and peppers on the 

B u t e v e n smoker: The shrimp also get 
though his a kiss of smoke before mar
discussion of ryingupwith picodegallo.
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The mesquite-griled his food often in
chile relieno, one of the cludes family ref
signature dishes that erences, Garcia 

draw diners in to Del learned the ropes 
Norte Tacos. of the restaurant 

business in some 

of Houston's noted dining spots. He 

even met his wife, Mary (the reason 

he moved back to Godley) in culinary 

school. Among his experiences was time 

with Robert Del Grande's operation The 

Grove, as well as Pappas Seafood, the 

Houstonian, and The Four Seasons.  

But, because Mary's family operates 

The Inn at Wind Hill Ranch, Chris and 

Mary Garcia made their way back to the 

Cleburne area.  

"We started with seven-course grill 

nights," he explains. "We make some 

good osso buco, braised short ribs, or 

poached lobster with crab and sea

weed salad on top, and whatever 

vegetables are available in the Dallas 

Farmer's Market." 

Even though one of the lavish grill 

nights, and even a stay at The Inn at 

Wind Hill Ranch, sounds like a good 

plan for another trip, tonight I want to 

see the smoking operation Garcia has 

constructed behind his second loca

tion. The new Del Norte, open from 6 

a.m. until 3 p.m. only, sits adjacent to a
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COME FOR 
THE CULTURE.  
STAY FOR THE SPASS.  

Enjoy authentic German 
culture, and plenty of 
Spass (fun), smack in the 
middle of Texas. It makes 
for some pretty interesting 
festivals, that's for sure.

FolkFest 

Kindermasken Parade 

Wein & Saengerfest 

Americana Music Jam

4/21-22 
4/21 

5/5 
5/20

New Braunfels 

jump in.

(800) 572-2626 F ub nipir.comn

Taste 

Storm's: Another 
Roadside Attraction 
Aficionados agree with the slogan "Rain or Shine, It's Storm's" 

WE OFTEN HEAR FROM TEXAS HIGHWAYS READERS ABOUT THEIR 
favorite road-food experiences, and a name that pops up often is Storm's, a 
truly old-fashioned stop with multiple locations in Central Texas. And this 
is a dining destination that I know from years of driving on US 281 through 
Lampasas, where I stop regularly at what I consider the Storm's flagship loca
tion, and the Storm's in Hamilton usually lures me off Hwy 36. The Lampasas 
Storm's offers the vintage drive-up experience, but you're better off getting 
out of the car in Hamilton.  

Even though I often order only a chocolate shake (I still believe that my ve
hicles swerve into Storm's with no guidance from me), there are those times 
when a burger or a fish sandwich are required. I'm forced to admit I once 
accepted a wager that demanded ordering the Cordon Bleu burger, which 
includes two meat patties with ham and cheese in the middle. I lost the bet 
because I was unable to follow through on the requirement to consume the 
monster sandwich. So, I know there's no future for me as a guest host on 
either Diners, Drive-ins, and Dives or Man vs. Food.  

Storm's, 201 N. Key Ave., Lampasas, 512/556-6269; 923 E. Main, Hamilton, 
254/386-3143; 700 N. Water St., Burnet, 512/756-7143;1408 FM 1431, Marble 
Falls, 830/693-0012; www.stormsrestaurants.com. -Charles Lohrmann

still-working Texaco travel stop in Cres

son, which occupies the intersection of

Texas 171 and US 377.  

But before driving 

to the new smoker, 

I stop to ask an opin

ion from custom

er Chris Peeler of 

Weatherford, who's 

parked his Rustic 

Roundup Furniture 

van outside and is 

enjoying a brisket 

taco. "This is the 

best taco I've had 

in all my years," he

makes for a vegetarian choice), then 

tops the pepper with crema.  

As I'm enjoying the first bite, Gar-

If the brisket taco is 

worth a day trip, the 
smoked chile relleno 

is almost worth 

an overnighter.

says. "It's worth a day trip." 

If the brisket taco is worth a day trip, 
the smoked chile relleno is almost worth 

an overnighter. Garcia smokes the po

blanos, peels and deseeds them, then 

fills them with your choice of meats or 

cheese (spinach with cheese and onions

cia strolls from the 

kitchen with a cou

ple of pork ribs, nor
mally cooked only 
on weekends, stolen 
from the batch des

tined for a catering 

event. The ribs are 

tender, flavorful, 

and smoky, with a 

hint of a glaze on 

the outside. The 

sauce, on the side,
is a tart-sweet enhancement.  

"The sauce is just a little tart," Gar

cia says. "That's the pineapple juice. My 
grandfather worked for TexSun juice 

company for 40 years, and he always 

added pineapple juice to the smoker.  

Then the mixture gradually carmelized
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on the ribs." 

As the restau

rant closes, I'm 

on my way to

intersection) in Godley. see the smok
ers at work, and 

I arrive just in time to watch as Gar

cia's crew start in on what will be 500 

pounds of brisket and 60 pounds of 

chicken. In the walk-in cooler nearby, 
vessels of guacamole and black beans 

await the next c.ay's enthusiatic crowd.  

As we say gocd-bye, I notice that Gar

cia's Astros cap is completely smoked it

self, the logo barely visible through the 

dark patina. I watch as Garcia: engulfed 

in smoke swirling from the smoker, 
nudges the briskets around to get the 

ideal exposure.  

Those briskets will come off the 

smoker at abou: four a.m. tomorrow. It 

will be a great day for the lucky diners 
who stop in to Del Norte Tacos.  

CRESSON 
Del Norte Tacos, *GODLEY 

101 E. Hwy. 171, Godley, 
817/489-2451; and 9 301 E. US 377, 
Cresson (in the same building as the Texaco 

Travel Store), 817/396-0949; www.delnorte 
tacos.com.

I

Worth in the beautiful North Texas Hill 
Country, Graham is the perfect place to 
escape life's hustle and bustle. Discover 
new trails for hiking, horseback riding, 
or mountain biking. Shop America's 
Largest Downtown Square 

or explore Texas history 
with a walking or driving 
tour. Graham has 
something 
for everyone!

Do n't Mi55..  

,5eptember 2, z0 12 
Western heritage Dajs
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Fun in 
Frisco 

This rapidly growing 
North Texas city is afine 

home base for shopping 
and sporting adventures.  

Text by LORI MOFFATT

HEN I TOLD FRIENDS I WAS HEADING UP TO 
Frisco for the weekend to see Cirque du Soleil, they -11 

agreed it was a good plan. "Such a great city," they concurred. "Will you 

have time to visit Napa while you're in California?" 

I cocked my head in a moment of confusion, and then clarified. "No, not San Fran

cisco. Frisco. It's a city north of Dallas." I mentioned that there's an IKEA there to 

really cement the recognition.  

North of the Metroplex, with the skyscrapers and spaghetti-bowul highway inter

sections out of sight, it becomes clear that Frisco-which straddles the line between 

Collin and Denton counties-is Blackland Prairie country. Jackrabbits dart across 

suburban lawns, and the absence of any significant topographical variation affords 

a misleading, almost two-dimensional sense of scale.  

Frisco itself, founded in 1902 and named for a rail line Fiankd bj a to cai, one
intended to connect Texas to San Francisco, was in its roora xchoohose, a church, 
early years a trading center for the area's whea:, cot- hist rk homes, and a reprod c
ton, and corn farmers. As recently as 1990, I learned, tion at atrai depot, the Frisco 

Frisco had a population that hovered around 6,000. krItage ruie m traces risc 's 
But in the past two decades, thanks in part to the many devekpx Met since the 1880s

I

LII
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corporations thriving in Collin County, 
population here has skyrocketed-and 

now numbers nearly 125,000. "In the old 

days, our main business was cotton," one 

resident told me. "Now, it's roofs." 

Sports are a big deal here, too: Most 

of Frisco's tourist attractions and 

hotels are between Preston Road and 

the Dallas North Tollway, including the 

The big museum 
news in Frisco is the 

much-anticipated 

development of the 
1-acre Museum of the 

American Railroad.  

multipurpose Dr Pepper Arena, home 

to both the National Basketball Asso

ciation Development League team the 

Texas Legends and the Texas Tornado 

of the North American Hockey League.  

Here, too, hockey fans can watch free 

practice sessions of the Dallas Stars, as 

well as exhibitions of martial arts, pro

fessional tennis, boxing, skating, and 

family shows like Cirque du Soleil. Just 

south of the arena lies the Dr Pepper 

Ballpark, home to the AA Texas Rang

ers affiliate baseball team the Rough 

Riders; five miles north lies the FC Dal
las Stadium, where you can watch pro
fessional soccer.  

The morning after the spellbinding 

Cirque du Soleil show, I took a pedes

trian sidewalk under the busy Tollway 

to explore the Texas Sculpture Garden 

at Hall Office Park, the 62-acre busi

ness campus of developer and philan

thropist Craig Hall. In the late 1990s, 
convinced that art stimulates creative 
thinking, Hall dedicated a four-acre
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t to be. Call 1-800-SO-PADRE or visit sopadre.com.
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Children's Art and Literacy Festival 

June 14-17, 2012 U Abilene, Texas

Come and stay in Abilene, Texas for the first ever Children's Art and 
literacy Festival! This year see our town transformed into the imaginative 
world of Dr. Seuss. Visit www.abilenecac.org/calf for more information 

on this event! Abilene...where memories are made.  

1 -800-727-77044 
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THROUGH MAY 27 AT THE EL PASO MUSEUM OF ART, VISITORS 
can see works by 51 Mexican artists in three exhibitions focusing on the 20th
Century Mexican art scene.  

On loan from museums in Mexico City, the 91 works on display include paintings 
by such artists as Diego Rivera, Jose Clemente Orozco, David Alfaro Siqueiros, and

others who embraced both 
modern art trends of Europe 
and the spirit of Mexican 
nationalism in Mexico.  

"One of the exhibitions
Diego Rivera and the Cubist 
Vision from the Museo de Art 

Carrillo Gil, Mexico-focuses 
on the period before Rivera re
turned to Mexico from Europe 
in the 1920s," says El Paso Mu
seum of Art Director Michael 
Tomor. "He had met Picasso 
and begun to explore Cubism, 
and later became engaged

in the Mexican struggle for civil rights and the mural program. Rivera made more 
than 200 Cubist paintings during this period, and we selected seven of the strongest, 
including a portrait of his Russian wife and their child, who lived only two years.  

"The other two-Mognitud Mexicana: Visions of Art and Dibujos Divinos: 20th 
Century Drawings from the National Museum of Art-MUNAL, Mexico-deal directly 
with Mexico's contributions to modern art," Tomor continues. "Together, they give 
you the opportunity to see a variety of styles and to witness the transition from an 
academic style based on anatomical form to abstraction." 

Call 915/532-1707; www.elpasoartmuseum.org. -Lori Moffatt

tract at the campus' entrance to high

lighting works by Texas sculptors and 

entrusted curator Patricia Meadows 

to collect pieces from living artists he 

admired. The result, a 40-piece collec

tion of contemporary pieces ranging 

from imposing limestone monoliths to 

delicate pieces of poplar and steel, is 

on view throughout the grounds and 

buildings, free of charge. "Craig likes to 

look out his office window and see par

ents and children, school groups, and 

tenants wandering around enjoying the

art," says Meadows. Artworks by some 

120 national and international artists 

complete this outdoor museum.  

Under the spell of Sanger artist Jerry 

Daniel's graceful Dancers MM, a sculp

tural brushstroke of intertwined steel 

and concrete, I enjoyed the fresh air and 

gratifying ambiance of this rare museum 

without walls.  

Museums with walls have their place 

in Frisco, as well. Since more than a 

third of the population is younger than 18, 
most attractions in Frisco are designed
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on works from Mexico City
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for children as well as adults. So when 

I learned that the Sci-Tech Discovery 

Center (one of three attractions that 

make up the new Frisco Discovery Cen

ter) was hosting a traveling exhibition 

Convinced that art 
stimulates creative 
thinking, developer 

Craig Hall dedicated four 
acres of his Frisco business 

campus to works by 
Texas sculptors.  

on the science of animation, I jumped 

at the chance to try my skills at car

toon voiceovers and green-screen prat

falling. (The current exhibition here, 
Amusement Park Science, continues 

through September.) 

Nearby, adjacent to the city's Cen

tral Fire Station, lies Frisco Fire Safety 

Town, an interactive "museum" of sorts 

that highlights safety for kids in a variety 
of arenas. Skeptical about the entertain

ment value at first, I changed my tune 

upon visiting with firefighters about their 

jobs, studying a wall mounted with vari

ous firefighting equipment, and crawling 

into a real fire truck. For school-age chil

dren, Safety Town encourages tours of 

its Weather Safety Room, where visitors 

experience an extremely believable tor

nado simulation; and the Fire Room, a re

creation of a living room that fell victim 

to an electrical fire. "We don't talk down 

to the kids," says Fire Chief Mack Bor

chardt. "We want them to recognize the 

tools we use, and to know exactly what to 
do to survive." 

Outside, 5/8-scale models of 20 Frisco 

businesses make up the attraction's
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traffic-safety village, complete with 

paved streets and working traffic and 

crosswalk signals. A fleet of bicycles 

and battery-operated jeeps invite school 

groups to ride through the facility, learn

ing about seat belts, helmets, and how to 

be street-wise.  

Kids and adults alike enjoy learning 

about history at the Frisco Heritage 

Museum, where exhibits illustrate the 

area's history in regard to the railroad, 

agriculture, and growth. Outside, a relo

cated log cabin and church, a re-created 

schoolhouse, and 
Part of the Texas Sculp- homes dating to 

tureGardenat Hall 1896 help paint a 
Office Park, sculptor picture of North 
David lies' HOPiack- Texas on the cusp 
rabbits pays whimsical of a new century.  

homage to these fleet- But the big mu
footedcreatures. seum news in

Sun Block Head to West Texas to see the annular eclipse

FOR SHEER GRANDEUR, FEW SIGHTS CAN BEAT A 
West Texas sunset. On May 20, though, the moon will 
heighten the drama by blocking most of the sun from view, 
leaving a brilliant ring of fire to drop below 
the western horizon.  

Known as an annular solar eclipse, the D 
phenomenon occurs when the moon 

passes directly between Earth and the 
sun and creates a "ring" of sun around 

the moon. "It's a little bit strange," says 

Tom Heisey, president of the South Plains Astronomy Club in 
Lubbock. "The moon is farther away from Earth, so it doesn't 

completely cover the sun like it does during a total eclipse." 
Nearly everyone in Texas (and in most of the United States) 

can see a partial eclipse that day, with the sun looking like 
a phase of the moon. However, the "annular" portion of the 

eclipse will be limited to a narrow path from northern Califor
nia to the Texas Panhandle and a small portion of the Permian 

Basin. It's the first annular eclipse visible from the United States 
since 1994. "This doesn't happen very often, so if you have a 
chance to see it, do it," says Mike Jacquez, president of the West 
Texas Astronomers club in Midland.  

Skywatchers can watch the eclipse safely through special tele-

scopes set up on the grounds of Midland's Marian Blakemore Plan

etarium. The telescopes will be equipped with safety filters and 
members of the West Texas Astronomers club will explain what's 
happening. Viewers will be able to see not just the eclipse but ac
tivity on the sun itself, such as eruptions of hot gas known as prom
inences, and dark sunspots indicating intense magnetic activity.  

In Midland, the eclipse begins at 7:33 p.m., when the moon 
first touches the solar disk. At 8:36, the moon will be fully im
mersed in the sun, beginning the annular portion of the eclipse, 
which ends when the sun sets soon thereafter.  

Lubbock is near the center of the eclipse path, providing 
a slightly longer view-four minutes, 16 seconds of annular
ity. The South Plains Astronomy Club will host an eclipse
watching party at Lubbock Lake Landmark, also with properly 
equipped telescopes. You don't need a telescope to view the 

eclipse, though-just a clear, flat, western horizon and pro
tection from the sun's brilliance, which can cause eye dam
age even during an eclipse. Experts recommend a pair of inex

pensive eclipse glasses, which are available through websites 
and astronomy magazines.  

Regardless of where and how you view it, the annular eclipse 
is sure to add a grand twist to your sky-watching adventures

and to a spectacular West Texas sunset. -Domond Benning field
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Frisco is the much-anticipated (and 

much-delayed) development of the 13

acre Museum of the American Railroad, 
which will eventually house the exten

sive collection of historic rolling stock

including the Union Pacific "Big Boy," 

the largest steam locomotive in the 

world-now found at a cramped site in 

Dallas' Fair Park. "The Heritage Mu

seum is a few hundred feet from our 

new site," says Museum of the Ameri

can Railroad director Bob LaPrelle, "so 

visitors to the museum can watch the 

rolling stock come in. We're in the pro

cess of packing and loading at Fair Park, 
and the trains should start arriving here 

by early May." 

Later that evening, after a fig-and

spring-greens salad at TruFire Kitchen 

(see texashighways.com/weekender 

for more on Frisco restaurants), I ven

tured to the massive Stonebriar Centre 

Mall to check out the thriving retail 

scene. Tourism studies indicate that 

shopping is Frisco's Number One draw 

for visitors, so I wasn't surprised to 

see the mall buzzing on a Friday night.  

But the next morning, as I explored 

Frisco's Main Street, I happened upon 

the Good Steward consignment shop 

and realized that Collin County's afflu

ence benefits the secondhand scene, too.  

"People bring us brand-new things

Louis Vuitton, Coach-that they never 

got around to wearing," says owner 

Elizabeth Rimes, who carries both men's 

and women's clothing, a rarity in the 

consignment world. I ask her: What's 

the key to finding the good stuff? Rimes 

pauses a bit, then replies, "Frequency.  

Come visit us often." 

Yet another reason for a return trip.  

Frisco 
is north of the Dallas/Fort Worth 
Metroplex. Contact the Frisco Convention 
and Visitors Bureau at 877/GO-FRISCO; 
www.visitfrisco.com.
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scavenger hunt

Traditional Mexican pastries and candies tempt 

customers at Mi Tierra Cafe y Panaderia, a 71-year-old 
San Antonio institution that features strolling mariachis 
and seats more than 500 diners.
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A photo scavenger hunt adds a new 
dimension to a family's annual expedition 

Text by KITTY CRIDER 

Photographs by MICH AEL A MADOR 

tn two dig cr , 
four srartphones, and a list of 15 San Anto

nio land arks, my family recently took on the 

Alamo C ty for a photo scavenger hunt.  

It's a tradition for three generations of Criders 

to gather in a different Texas city each year to 

explore its history and attractions. San Antonio 

has a wealth of both, of course, and my grand

sons, ages nine and 12, had never seen the 

Alamo or the River Walk. It was time to remedy 

that. We added in the photo scavenger hunt to 

spice up the weekend for the boys, who were 

primed to use a new camera and smartphone 

they'd received at Christmas.  

Take a tour of the River Walk aboard a 

barge operated by Rio San Antonio Cruises, 
The drivers double as guides and provide 

a wealth of information about the city.
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scavenger hunt

N '
At the Alamo, displays of 

items belonging to the 
mission's defenders and 

other artifacts help bring .  
history alive for visitors.  

Torch of Friendship 

Tower of the Americas 

Alamo exterior 

Cannon 

Mariachi band 

Mexican pastries 

A duck or other bird 

on the river 

A river arch 

A river barge 

Umbrella tables along 

the River Walk 

Plate of Mexican food 

Chicken-fried steak 
with queso 

A funny souvenir 

An early-Texas toy 

Wild-card shots

First on our list was the Alarmo, which 

attracts 2.5 million visitors a year. To codge the 

crowds, we :rose early on a Saturday morning.  

After acknowledging San Antonio's German cul

ture by break .fasting on brats, pancakes, and 

apple butter at Schilo's Deli (which dates to 1917), 

we headed out on foot on East Commerce Street.  

Immediately, we came Upol the City's reddish

orange TOrch of Friendsnip, which reaches 65 

fee: irto the air. The sculpture was a 2002 gift 

from :he Association of Mexican Ertrepreneurs 

of San An:onio. Click went our cameras.

SfI 
I
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Our goal was to explore the Alamo City's downtown 

streets and the famed River Walk, or Paseo del Rio.

/t ~

N. t fc , W 2v we spied the 750-foot-tall Tower of the 
Americas. Designed as the centerpiece of the 1968 HemisFair, 
the freestanding observation tower is taller than Seattle's Space 

Needle but shorter than Las Vegas' Stratosphere Tower, facts 
not lost on the competitive Texans in our bunch. The top of the 
tower houses a revolving restaurant, along with an observation 

deck that offers a 360-degree view of the city and other attrac
tions, butwe opted to save those ex

periences for another time. Click. 1he rafistays of alu's (fe and 
The adults realized that Bakery are chicken-fried steak and 

without some background, the other diner food, bt It's also knowo 
kids might not understad what for its three-pono anamon rolls.
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A diorama at the institute admired brightly 

of Texan Cultures depict.- colored flags, and 

ing life of Tejano settlers took in display 
includes a dwelling called a cases that showed 

jacal, gourds, and pottery. the Alamo's 
grounds as they 

were laid out in1836. In the museum gift 

shop, we circled a large, glass-enclosed 

battlefield display filled with miniature 
soldiers, which depicted how outnum

bered the Alamo defenders were.  

We caught a 15-minute recap of the 

battle by a docent in an outdoor stone 

amphitheater on the Alamo grounds.  

"The north wall was where the post 

office is today [across Alamo Plaza, on 

East Houston Street]," he said, "and it 

took Santa Anna's men three tries to get over it." 

We took our exterior Alamo photos, departing just as the 

Immediately, we came upon the reddish-orange 
Torch of Friendship. Click went our cameras.

makes the Alamo such 

an inspiration in Texas 

history. So before visiting the shrine, we decided to view the 

42-minute movie at the IMAX Theatre at Rivercenter Mall, 
Alamo: The Price ofFreedom. The 24-year-old film offers an ac

tion-filled, if slightly fictionalized, refresher course for all ages.  

To our delight, we were the only ones in the theater for 

the 9 a.m. feature. We each chose a different row for our 

"private" showing of how 189 champions of Texas freedom 

at the Alamo held off Santa Anna and his Mexican army of 

2,600 troops for 13 days before being defeated in 1836. This 

struggle of bravery in the face of overwhelming odds played 

a critical role in the Texas Revolution and spawned the cry 

"Remember the Alamo." (Thirty of those men, including Davy 

Crockett, were from Tennessee, pointed out my husband, 
Chester, who was born in the Volunteer State.) 

Moved by the Texians' sacrifice, we walked over to the Alamo, 
a former mission on 4.2 acres in what is now downtown San 

Antonio. A bronze plaque on its heavy, wooden doors reads, 
"Be silent, friend. Here heroes 

died to blaze a trail for other Visitors to Ripley's Believe It or Not! 
men." The message resonated Odditorium can pose and take pho

with our group as we peered tos with Oprah Winfrey and other 
into the roped-off rooms, celebrities in the wax useurn.

crowds arrived. It was time to explore more of the nation's 

seventh largest city, which attracts 26 million visitors a year.  

Because we had enjoyed the zoo and amusement parks on 

previous trips, our goal was to explore San Antonio's down

town streets and the famed River Walk, or Paseo del Rio.  

But first, nine-year-old Ryan spotted Ripley's Believe It or 

Not! Odditorium and shouted, "Oh, yeah! This is where the 

real stuff happens!" We had to enter this three-story hall

scavenger hunt

b
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of screaming, talking, flashing, moving 

weirdness. Among the oddities: a sculp

ture of a New York man who weighed 

1,400 pounds, a dinosaur built of car parts, 
a 12-foot-diameter tire. Click, click, click 

went our cameras.  

"Do it! Do it!" encouraged Ryan, want

ing us all to push a button to smell dirty 

socks. Or to see if we could fold, twist, or 

curl our tongues in a lighted vanity mirror.  

One in 1,000 people can fold their tongues, 
the video proclaimed. Amazingly, Ryan, 
Garrett, and their mom, Kim, could. The 

rest of us failed. We turned the corner of 

the exhibit to discover a group of people 

laughing. At us. We had been trying our 

tongue maneuvers in front of a two-way 

mirror! An impromptu addition to our 

agenda, the Odditorium had been a hit.

to move on. Before 
heading down steps from the street level 

to the river level, we paused to photo

graph along the River Walk, which winds 

attractively through downtown, with 

hotels, shops, galleries, and restaurants 

bordering its lush banks. (We ran out of 

time to see the Museum Reach, which 

now extends the River Walk north to the 

Pearl Brewery 

complex. Other 
- extensions are 

2 underway, with 

completion pro
jected in 2013.) 
Stopping at the 
oldest restaurant along the 

River Walk-Casa Rio, built 

in 1946-we sat outside un

der one of the brightly co

lored umbrellas and nibbled 

on nachos and quesadillas. We watched the river 

barges filled with tourists slowly turn the bend in 

the river, listened to the mariachis, and shot photos.  

We disbanded midafternoon for some free time

important when traveling with kids-at our hotel, the 

spacious, all-suite Hotel Contessa, which overlooks the 

River Walk. Afterwards, we drove to Lulu's Bakery and 

Cafe, a down-home eatery north of downtown that 

Garrett had learned about on the Man v. Food reality

TV program. Our queso-loving family had to order the

A THintern recalls 
her own family's

Si 
a 

te

n Antonio vacation chicken-fried steak blanketed with 

dozen years ago At golden queso as well as Lulu's award

exashigh ays.com/ winning CFS with cream gravy, both of 

webextra. which came with vegetables such as 

green beans, fried okra, corn, and 

mashed potatoes, and a soft yeast roll.  

We were spli- on our favorite toppings but left stuffed, taking 

home one of -ulu's gigantic, three-pound cinnamon rolls to 
sample later. More photos.  

Wanting a night ride on a river barge, we caught the last boat 

of the day and ended up with a 

private, 45-minute tour of the San ABOVE: The 0dditorium's Guinnes 

Antonio River. Our cruise guide World Records Museum features 

said that area of the river was a model of 8'11" Robert Wadlow, 

three to five feet deep and told us "The World's Tallest Man."

s
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scavenger hunt

,Z-

El Mercado, billed as the 

of the Rio Grande, beckone

that architect Robert Hugman had designed a plan for shops 

along the river in 1929, but flood control measures had to be 

implemented first, which delayed the project another 10 years.  

The night tour offered stunning illuminations from many 

of the city's landmark buildings, as well as reflections in the 

water. "I like doing this boat ride better at night than dur

ing the day," said my son Bart. On the street level above, a 

horse clip-clopped along, pulling a lighted, Cinderella-style 
carriage, while down along the river, people-some wear

ing balloon animals and paper hats on their heads-strolled, 
shouted, laughed, and waved. The evening ended with a visit 

to the hotel's fitness room and moonlit rooftop pool.  

We started out early again the next day so that we could 

get a table for breakfast at Mi Tierra Cafa y Panaderia, a long

time tourist attraction on the edge of El Mercado. Mi Tierra 

is a favorite because it is so festive with live music and ceil

ings hung with streamers, ribbons, pinatas, and Christmas 

lights. The panaderia, or bakery, at the entrance attracted us 

immediately with its brightly colored pan dulce. We ordered

largest Mexican market north 

d us to wander in the stalls.

a selection for our table: soft, sugary-topped rolls called pa7 

de huevo, empanadas filled with sweet, spicy pumpkin, and 

frosted raisin scone-like cookies called piedras, or rocks, which 

became our favorite. Our cameras worked overtime.  

We had planned to try to order breakfast en espaiol (Gar

rett has ordered successfully in Spanish in other Mexican 

restaurants), but we took the easy way out. "Numero siete" 

(eggs with hot cakes). "Numero seis" (eggs with chorizo 

sausage).... We were having such fun that we hated to leave.  

But outside, El Mercado, billed as the largest Mexican market 

north of the Rio Grande, 
beckoned us to wander 

among the stalls and admire 

the string puppets, brightly 

colored pottery, embroi

dered cotton dresses, and 

eye-catching wrestling 

masks. We paused at a booth 

offering nature photos,
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Mi Tierra Cafe and Panaderia welcomes 
diners 24 hours a day, seven days a 

week, with dishes from tacos to chiles 
rellenos. Breakfast is available anytime.



including one of a squirrel with nuts stuffed in his jaws.  

Ryan and the photographer talked, each showing the other 

his favorite photos. Click. Click. Click.  
Our agenda included one more stop-the Institute of 

Texan Cultures, with 45,000 square feet of exhibits about 

the rzore than two dozen ethnic groups that settled in the 

state. As we took pictures of early-Texas toys, a chuck 

wagon, and a sharecropper's cabin, a docent showed how 

to spin cotton from a bale into thread. We inspected ajacal 

(a stick-and-mud hut used by Tejano settlers), gazed up at a 

Chinese-dragon-dance costume hanging from the ceiling, 

and checked out a Lipan Apache tipi.  

En route home, the family decided it was the best trip yet.  

"The Alamo and the movie were my favorites," said Garrett.  

We all agreed. Except Ryan. For him, Ripley's Odditorium 

was the standout. The snapshot scavenger hunt was a suc

cess, too, resulting in 298 photos, which we edited and com

piled into a softbound book using an online service.  

We will long remember the Alamo and San Antonio's other 

downtown highlights. Tn 

Austin writer KITTY CRIR says herfam ily hopes to explore Cor

pus Cihristi together next. "San Antonio is one ofmnyifvorite cities 

to visit7 says TH staff photographer MICHAEL AMADOR."There's 

so notch to do, so much to see, and so many places to eat."
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San Antonio Sites 
FOR INFORMATION about lodging, restaurants, and general 

attractions, contact the San Antonio Convention & Visitors 

Bureau at 203 S. Saint Mary's St., Ste. 200, 210/207-6700; 

www.visitsanantonio.com. Contact information for the sites 

mentioned in the story follows.  

Attractions 
Torch of Friendship sculpture, on street level, near the 
intersection of Alamo and E. Commerce streets.  

Tower of the Americas, 601 Tower of the Americas Way (in 

HemisFair Park), 210/223-3101; www.toweroftheamericas.com.  

Alamo IMAX Theatre at Rivercenter Mall, 
849 East Commerce St., 210/247-4629; www.imax-sa.com.  

The Alamo, 300 Alamo Plaza, 210/225-1391; 
www.thealamo.org.  

Institute of Texan Cultures, 802 E. Cesar E. Chavez Blvd., 

210/458-2330; www.texancultures.com.  

Rio San Antonio Cruises (tickets available at several 

locations along the River Walk), 210/244-5700; www.rio 

sanantonio.com.  

Ripley's Believe It or Not! Odditorium, 301 Alamo Plaza, 
210/224-9299; www.ripleys.com/sanantonio.  

Restaurants and Lodging 
Schilo's Delicatessen, 424 E. Commerce St., 210/223-6692; 
www.schilos.com.  

Casa Rio, 430 E. Commerce St., 210/225-6718; 
www.casa-rio.com.  

Lulu's Bakery and Cafe, 918 N. Main Ave., 210/222-9422; 
www.luluscafeinsa.com.  

Mi Tierra Cafe y Panaderia (in El Mercado), 
218 Produce Row, 210/225-1262; www.mitierracafe.com.  

Hotel Contessa, 306 W. Market St., 210/229-9222; 
www.thehotelcontessa.com.
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Text and Photographs by E. DAN KLEPPER

lessons in botany 

and dip into 

COO~pO C UXUry.

,p

UTDOORS ENTHUSIASTS KNOW THAT 

there is no wilder place to hike in Texas than 

the Big Bend, and that the best way to pre

pare for it is with a stopover at the Barton 

Warnock Visitor Center near Lajitas. The late Texas legend 

Barton H. Warnock, authority on all things botanical in the 

Big Bend, never shied away from a good, long trek through 

the desert. Warnock, who died in 1998 at 87, was always 

on the lookout for native wildflowers, blooming cacti, and 

any new, unidentified desert species, and his efforts were 

frequently rewarded. Big Bend enthusiasts who enjoy their 

own bit of desert discovery can thank Warnock for mak

ing their curiosity about the plants growing underfoot 

a little easier to satisfy. After a half-century of hiking 

across the state's arid wildlands, Warnock summarized his 

lifelong walkabouts with a series of col
The Officers Quarters at 

lections and field guides that cataloged Lajitas Resort afford sweeping 

the many Big Bend species we're able mountainandriver views, 
and also overlook Black Jack's 

to identify today. Crossing Golf Course.
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Peek inside 
to admire its hand
crafted tin retablos, 

icons, Saltillo tile floor, 
and beautiful, blue

and-green stained
glass windows.

The Barton Warnock Visitor Center, located a mile and a 

half east of Lajitas on FM 170, 
serves as the eastern entrance 

to Big Bend Ranch State Park, which 

encompasses more than 300,000 acres of 

Chihuahuan Desert wilds. Information, 
maps, potable water, gifts, interpretive 

exhibits, and RV camping are all available 

here. Desert wildflower and cacti fans will 

be particularly interested in the Center's 

herbarium, a little-known companion 

to the much larger herbarium Warnock 

helped create for Sul Ross State University 

in Alpine. While the Sul Ross herbarium 

specimens were collected on behalf of 

the university for research and reference 

purposes, Warnock created the Visitor

Center herbarium at the behest of an 

enterprising individual and fellow Texas 

legend-power-broker, banker, and real 

estate developer Walter Mischer.  

In the 1970s, Mischer had purchased 

the town of Lajitas, site of a major cavalry 

post and trade center along Big Bend's Rio 

Grande border, with plans to transform 

it into a Western-themed, mom-and-pop 

tourist stop. The purchase encompassed 

remnants of the town's earliest structures, 
including the local cemetery, an adobe trad

ing post, and the Santa Maria y San Jose 

Mission, a tiny chapel built between 1899 

and 1901. Today, you can visit the restored 

(and still active) adobe chapel and peek 
inside to admire its handcrafted tin retab

los, icons, Saltillo tile floor, and beautiful,
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ABOVE: A rainstorm moves toward 

Mesa de Anguila, on the western 

edge of Big Bend National Park.  

The rainbow ends at the mouth 

of Santa Elena Canyon, where 

the Rio Grande cuts through the 

Mesa, known as Sierra Ponce in 
Mexico. LEFT: Built circa 1899, 
Santa Maria y San Ios6 Mission 

still holds regular services.
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Big Bend Preserved 
he process of preserving cacti is a rigorous one. Unlike a typical wildflower 
or grass, cacti are robust, moisture-loaded, and covered in spines, making 
the art of flattening and drying them a challenge. Transforming the Warnock 

Center's specimens from a simple collection of dried plants to a professionally archived 
herbarium required precision, expertise, and a delicate touch.  

"When we acquired the specimens," recalls Joanne Avant, the chief curator of the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, "they had been stored in old-style herbarium 
cases for years. We immediately placed them in acid-free boxes and envelopes and 
transported them to our Austin laboratory. Warnock and his students had already done

~i

a pretty good job of pre
serving them so it made 

our project somewhat less 
complicated. The speci
mens were actually in very 
good shape. The flower col

ors were (and still are) 
bright and beautiful." 

Avant and her staff then 
began the arduous task of 
organizing and cataloging 
the collection. "Each of the 
specimens already had a 

label on it," Avant explains, 
"so we knew where and 

when they had been col
lected, along with their

Interpretive specialist and family, genus, and species. We transcribed all of this informa

park ranger David Long tion into a database." 

reviews a Pride of Texas Once the database was completed, Avant and staff pre
cactus specimen at the pared the specimens for archival storage. But first, they wanted 

Barton Warnock Visitor to make sure the collection served not only as an academic 

Center Herbarium. reference but also as a visitor-friendly resource.  

"We wanted Barton Warnock Center visitors to be able to 
use the herbarium without having to handle the actual specimens," Avant explains. "We 
believed it was an important resource that could assist the curious visitor in learning more 
about the natural history of the Big Bend. So we began a full-size scanning of each speci
men, using a flatbed scanner to create high-resolution images." 

With scanning complete, the curator and her staff put together a library of catalogs 
featuring full-color prints of the high-resolution scans and copies of the database, provid
ing an accessible archive of the entire collection. The actual specimens were then stored 
carefully on shelves within new, state-of-the-art herbarium cases and, along with the 
catalogs, moved into the temperature- and humidity-controlled environs of the Exhibit, 
Reference and Collections Room at the Barton Warnock Visitor Center in Lajitas. While 
the specimens remain secure in their cabinets, reserved for academic research, the 
catalogs rest on open shelving and are available to anyone visiting the Warnock Center.  

"The Warnock Center Herbarium should last hundreds of years," says Avant. "It's 
remarkable how long a plant, if properly prepared, will remain preserved. I remember 
once coming across a herbarium with seaweed collected during the Victorian era. The 

specimens were so well preserved you could still smell the sea." 
-E. Dan Klepper

blue-and-green stained-glass windows.  

Mischer constructed new features for 

the town, as well, including the Lajitas 

Desert Museum Gardens and the fort-like 

adobe visitor center in 1982. As part of his

plans, Mischer com

missioned Barton 

Warnock to create 

a herbarium for the 

center, resulting in 

a collection of 1,692 
plants representing 

much of the botany 

of the Big Bend. But 

before the herbarium

More on botanical 
legend Dr. Barton 

H. Warnock at 
texashighways.  
com/webextra.

could be archived, Mischer auctioned off 

his Lajitas holdings and, in the transaction, 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

acquired the Lajitas Desert Museum Gar

dens, including the adobe center, gardens, 
and Warnock's collected specimens. The 

acquisition provided Big Bend Ranch State 

Park with its eastern visitor center and the 

TPWD curatorial staff with an opportunity 

to create a professionally archived her

barium out of Warnock's collection.  

Today, when you visit the Warnock 

Center you may access the herbarium via 

a library of images printed from high-reso

lution scans of each plant in the collection, 
allowing you to "examine" individual plants 

without ever having to touch the actual 

specimens. You can bring in a snapshot of a 

flower or cactus you've seen on the trail and 

then find its name and botanical information 

along with an image of its dried, preserved

AB VL: hpi y uwotii, yin iibioom begalgn 
March, can grow to 20 feet. RIGHT: The Barton Warnock 
Visitor Center serves as the eastern entrance to Big Bend 
Ranch State Park, at 300,000-plus acres the largest state 
park in Texas. Lajitas Peak looms in the background,
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A summit 
over the Saddle 

affords hikers 

some of the most 

magical views in 

the Big Bend.

Hikers trek along the side example in the 

of Mesa de Anguila to the herbarium catalog 

Saddle, a mountain pass scans. Then you 

that leads to the Mesa can venture out 

outback and awe-inspiring to the Warnock 

Big end scenery. Center gardens, a 
two-acre landscape 

of native species. The garden specimens 

are clearly labeled with both the common 

and Latin names, and you might even find a 

few Warnock Center volunteers working 

in a patch of false agave or sotol to help 

answer some of your questions.  

Once you've made a quick study of the 

region's botany, hit the nearby Mesa de 

Anguila trail just down FM 170 for a late 

afternoon hike to the Mesa's "Saddle." 

Mesa de Anguila, a massive, stepped uplift

between Lajitas and the Rio Grande, consti

tutes the westernmost section of Big Bend 

National Park. Extremely arid and remark

ably isolated even for the region, Mesa de 

Anguila looms over the Lajitas landscape 

like a reclining wizard. The Spanish 

translation means "Mesa of the Eel," an 

unlikely etymology that suggests early 

cartographers may have gotten the spelling 

wrong. More likely the name was Mesa de 

Aguila, the "Mesa of the Eagle," or as some 

historians have suggested, "Angulo," sup

posedly the name of the last Comanche in 

the region whose holdout included caves 

hidden among the Mesa's topography.  

The moderate hike up to the Mesa's 

Saddle and back down can be enjoyed in 

a single afternoon. This three-plus-mile 

roundtrip leads hikers from the trailhead 

(located in Lajitas just off FM 170), up the 

side of the Mesa on a well-defined trail, 
then over the Saddle, a contoured moun

tain pass considered the gateway to the 

Mesa outback. A summit over the Saddle 

affords hikers some of the most magical 

views in the Big Bend. The Rio Grande 

glistens below in the light of the setting 

sun and the mountains of Mexico unfold 

to the southwest for miles. Be sure to 

carry water for the hike and drink plenty 

of it going up as well as coming back 

down. Winter, early spring, and late fall 

are the best times to hike to the Saddle

even the hardiest trekkers avoid the Mesa 

in the summer heat.  

A descent back down from the Saddle 

provides a bird's-eye view of Lajitas and 

its sprawling golf resort below. The Lajitas 

Golf Resort and Spa, Mischer's original 

Western-themed vacation spot, now covers 

27,000 acres of Big Bend desert. It's among 
the few overnight options in Lajitas, which 

also include motor-home camping at either 

the Warnock Center RV campsite or the 

Resort's own Maverick Ranch RV Park.  

Absent a recreational vehicle, you can 

always pick up an overnight permit at the 

Warnock Center and pitch a tent at any one 

of the riverside campsites nearby in Big 

Bend Ranch State Park. However, a stay in a 

room at the Lajitas Resort and Spa guaran

tees a hot shower and air-conditioning. It 

also comes with a swimming pool.
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Less enthusiastic hikers may, 
in fact, decide to spend the en

tire afternoon poolside or play 

a round of golf at Black Jack's 

Crossing Golf Course. Black 

Jack's, the Resort's par-72 

championship course, is an 

18-hole challenge surrounded 

by classic Big Bend scenery.  

Golfers, however, should be 

aware that the dramatic and 

varied elevation of the Black 

Jack course drains an entire 

golf cart charge in one round of 

18 holes. After a few post-game 

refreshments, you might be able to con

vince your golf partners to include that in 

your handicap calculations....  

Non-golfers may want to visit the 

Resort's collection of Longhorn mounts 

located inside the old Lajitas Trading Post 

and next door to the Pro Shop. The Long

horn Museum is considered the largest pri

vate collection of Longhorn horn mounts in 

the United States. The impressive "hor

narium," created by Fayette Yates-grand

son of Texas cattleman I. G. Yates, whose 

son "Cap" stocked 

Desert dwellers leap for Longhorns on the 

joy at Lajitas Resort's cool family ranch south 

pool Resort activities of Marathon

range from spa treatments offers a close-up 

to trail rides. look at the vast horn

) TH ESSENTIALS 

T. rT o T 
To Alpine Marathon38

To Presidio 
nD 

BIG BEND 
RANCH STATE 

PARK 
Rio TERLINGUA STUDY 

Grande 170 * _ BUTTE 

Lajitas MESADE 
ANGUILA

Inside the old Lajitas 

Trading Post, the Lajitas 

Longhorn Museum houses 

a collection of horn mounts 

billed as the largest such 

assemblage in the U S.

variety inherent in 

the Texas icon.  

Golfers, guests, 

hikers, botanists, 

and campers alike 

are all welcome 

at the Resort's

Thirsty Goat Saloon, a friendly watering 

hole surrounded by the Resort's mash-up 

of old Western trappings and Spanish 

Colonial decor. Sit indoors or outside next to 

the fountain and share a cocktail and a plate 

of quesadillas. If you're lucky, a local trouba

dour may drop by and occupy the tavern's 

tiny stage for a night of guitar wrangling.  

If you still have energy to spare, slip 

into the night and look for any rest

less spirits inhabiting the little Lajitas

BARTON 
WARNOCK 

VISITOR CENTER

BIG BEND 
NATL. PARK

Lajitas 
FOR TRAVEL INFORMATION on the Big Bend 
region, go to www.visitbigbend.com.  

Barton Warnock Visitor Center, eastern 
entrance to Big Bend Ranch State Park, on 
FM 170,1.5 miles east of Lajitas, 432/424-3327; 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/bigbendranch.  

Mesa de Anguila, Big Bend National Park.  
Trailhead and parking are located at the end of 
a short spur off Comanche Mesa Rd. Look for 
the "Trailhead" sign on FM 170 between the 
Barton Warnock Visitor Center and the Lajitas 
Golf Resort and Spa. A day-use permit is not 
required. Call 432/477-2251; www.nps.gov/ 
bibe/planyourvisit/bcmda.htm.  

Lajitas Golf Resort and Spa is on FM 170 one 
mile west of the Barton Warnock Visitor Center.  

Call 432/424-5000 or 877-LAJITAS; www.  
lajitasgolfresort.com.  

Cemetery just down the road. "Lajas" is 

Spanish for flat stones (and root word 

of "Lajitas"), and they cover most of the 

unmarked graves in the old cemetery, but 

the lively stories buried beneath them 

are evident everywhere. You need only to 

listen for them in the surrounding desert, 
read them in the mountain profile, or 

look into the star-strewn sky above. TH 

"I iever knew Dr. Warnock," says E. DAN 
KL EPPER, "but I refer to his field guides 

whenever im on the trail His haunts aire 

now my haunts. While t app reciate his col

lecting eforts, I prefer to leave my discoveries 

alive and in the ground" 
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Usual. y, faI is the good time to go to the Brazos, and when you can 

choose, October is the best month." -John Graves, Goodbye to o River (1959) 

oit w.s thatwe set out, smack -dab 

n he middle of the best month 
to say a seasonal goodbye to the 

Brazos-onl to discover it had already 

left without us. We had been warned
m brother, son, and I-t at be Cause 

engineers wuld soon stop releasing 
v ter into the B raos firomn the Possum 
Kingdom reservoir, the Brazos would 

n)t be navigable again until spring. We 
Crossed our fingers and planned a kayak
ing trip for October 16, 201. A gully

waNs er o a rainstorm two days before 
made me think we might be in for 
an easy ride. WhatI didnt know is that 
the rain would also inspire an early 
setting of th. dam gates. The diy we 
headed out, the water was runig at 
less than 100 cubic feet per second 
Jn other words, a trickle.  

v'amve after gocd v1s flnd here in th180s Toayi is ney 0 f 0 h 

oepsi spt in the river. Because fortune Bed 0i rghy at the 

halfway point of a 2O-mile river trip, it' aoplar camping spi.  
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" Most autumns, the water is low from the long dry summers and you have to get out 

from time to time and wade, leading or dragging your boat through trickling shallows from one 

pool to the long channel twisted below, hanging up occasionally on shuddering bars of quicksand, 
making six or eight miles in a day's lazy work, but if you go to the river at all, you tend not to mind.  

You are not in a hurry there; you learned long since not to be." -John Graves, Goodbye to a River 

ut I get ahead of myself. Our goal is modest: to kayak a 

10-mile stretch of the Upper Brazos, putting in where 

Farm-to-Market Road 4 crosses the river north of Palo 

Pinto, and heading roughly south toward Mineral Wells.  

This slow, flat-water stretch of river is favored for day trips by 
greenhorns like me, and is considered an easy half-day trip with 

time for fishing by river rats like my brother, Jem.  

The great appeal of this stretch is accessibility and-in spring 

and fall-great weather and relative isolation. We pull into 

Rochelle's Canoe Rental beneath the FM 4 bridge just before 9 

in the morning. For decades Rochelle's has offered boats, shuttle 

service, snacks, and ice for those wanting to run the river. As 

inside skinny and river lore have always been freely dispensed 

here, it is no surprise that Graves himself spent time visiting with 

the grandfather of current proprietor Buddy Rochelle.  

Buddy advises me that to see the sort of stark beauty that 

Graves wrote about-dramatic granite cliffs and narrow can

yons-we'd need to extend our trip to 20 miles and camp one tr 

night. But we leap on the chance to jump in for even a short trip.  

At the best of times, this stretch of river is a Class 1, flat-water 

stream that meanders through and over a wide selection of 

hamburger-sized rocks, pea-gravel ridges, and sandbars. Almost 

always, some portage is to be expected.  

The sun was just beginning to shine warmly, and jays 

squawked around us. I had no worries about anything, so joy

ful was this bright fall morning. Before we put in, Jem and his 

nephew, my son Elliott, spend some time ogling each other's bait 

boxes. I note Jem has dead minnows among his lures. "Seasons 

the lures, makes 'em nice and smelly. Fish like it," he says.  

My carry-on is more appetizing. I've packed a cooler with 

prosciutto, baguettes, wedges of cheese, Honeycrisp apples, and 

ABOVE: One of the most popular stretches on the 
Brazos, Chick Bend offers numerous camping spots 

(including a protected overhang in the cliffside, 

which requires a steep hike) as well as good fishing 
for black bass, catfish, drum, and perch. LEFT: Along 

with many other tributaries, Garland Creek feeds 

the Brazos south of Possum Kingdom Dam, 

To order a print of the Chick Bend photograph, call 

tip x866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.  
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frozen peppermint patties. The only thing missing is a parasol 

and a volume of Dickinson. I imagine a few choice hours of bird

ing, sky-gazing, and exchanging philosophies and memories.  

e're off. Surrounded by rolling hills and meadow / expanses, river willows, hardwoods, and scrub, 
this is the stretch of river Graves identifies as 

passing through "... the fringe of West Texas, 
where it loops and coils snakishly from the Possum Kingdom 

dam down between the rough low mountains of the Palo Pinto

country, into sandy peanut and post oak land, and through the 

cedar-dark limestone hills above a new lake called Whitney." 
Elliott and I have never before shared a kayak. We have been 

on the river less than 20 minutes when it is clear to me that we 

have made a grave error. The two-man kayak, requiring him 

to coordinate his stroke with mine, quickly becomes a battle

ground. The "tone" every mother of a teenager can recognize 
lets me know that, unbeknownst to me, Elliott is an expert in 

paddling, while I am nothing but ballast. I am asked, not nicely, 
to stop paddling.  
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Goodbye to a River 
John Graves' classic still inspires river adventures 

The tong canoe trip documented by John 

Graves in Goodbye to a River was inspired by a 

proposed series of dams he feared would usurp 

the power of a river that kept afloat so many of 

his childhood memories. Thanks in part to his 

classic book (originally published in 1959 and 

reprinted many times), there are many eyes on 

the Brazos. Some of the dams he anticipated 

were not built but others, unforeseen, have 

since been constructed on the river's tributar

ies. Today, the Brazos River Authority exists 

to develop, manage, and protect the water 

resources of the Brazos River Basin to meet the 

needs of Texas. In 2005, the Texas State Legis

lature designated a portion of the Brazos River 

basin as the John Graves Scenic Riverway. Nearly 

half a century after its initial publication, Goodbye 

to a River remains a powerful salute to both 

a way of life and an evolving natural environment.  

-Barbara Rodriguez 

I do. I am still feeling mellow. The 

For information o day is fresh. I am happy to do little 

Brazos River water more than strike a romantic pose. I do 
conditions, see www. note-while Elliott splashes me with 

brazos.org. each stroke and zings many-pronged 

fishing lures past my ear-that the 

water is less than two feet deep. We 

drift a bit in those first 40 minutes, the boys casting steadily into 

willow-shaded holes beneath the banks. We stay close, bump off 

each other's boats, and share observations about the glorious day 

and skittering birds. But while Jem can tell a funny bartender's 

tale, identify a bird's call, cast a line, and whip out binoculars all at 

the same time, Elliott and I are unable to keep our kayak running 

parallel to the bank, let alone fish.  

Finally, after one particularly loud zzzzzing of fishing line, 
Elliott announces that he is snagged. He hands me his reel, and 

I recognize the snarled loops from my own early days of fishing.  

Elliott picks up the paddling pace-we are now lagging consid

erably behind Jem-and I set to work pulling line. I loft a little 

prayer to thank my Pop for the years he spent untangling reels 

when he could have been fishing himself.  

We see the three-mile marker as I hold my breath while 

54 texashighways.com I MAY 2012
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passing through shimmering clouds of gnats. Past a squadron of 

blue dragonflies, a chittering red squirrel greets us before dashing 

up a bank into a landscape that has been blackened by summer 

wildfires. Elliott, dismayed that we have yet to either eat or reach 

the midpoint of our journey, has developed a paddling strategy 

that involves much splashing and teeth set so tight I am afraid he 

will break one. A young couple in a canoe passes us at such a fast 

glide that Elliott snorts. It is not a warm mother-son moment.  

relax enough to enjoy the slight gilding of the landscape as 

light pours from the clouds like God's own tractor beam.  

At four miles out, I begin to paddle, as Elliott grows weary 

enough to accept some advice about teamwork. We move 

close enough to Jem to share his observations about kingfishers 

and the neat little dens they build in the high-walled banks.  

Large, rounded cliff fragments that have made a slow (or 

perhaps crashing) slide to the water's edge remind me of gray 

whales. For a bit we move steadily downriver, happily spotting 

hawks and identifying raccoon tracks. As we pass a magnificent
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beaver lodge, we are suddenly aware that as we grow increas

ingly weary, the water is growing increasingly shallow.  

Having deftly maneuvered toward the bank to admire some 

turkey tracks, Jem is able to arch his back and shift his weight 

and skim the shallowest sandbars and bottom ridges, slippery 

as a fish. Elliott and I, however, have begun to drag bottom. He 

insists I stay in the kayak as he tows me over the first few spots.  

Soon we are stuck in so many ways and places that we are -oth 

carrying the boat, again and again. Jem has become a flicker an 
the horizon. He uses a paddle to catch the light and flash some 

sort of signal, then disappears around a bend.  

Jays begin a mocking call I want to believe has nothing to do 

with us. Maybe 25 minutes later, we are huffing and puffing again 

in water scarcely deep enough to paddle. We make our first stop 

and dozens of miniscule frogs splatter the water like raindrops.  

"Where there's frogs there's 

Sunlight sparkles on the horizon of snakes," Jem shouts, cheerfully.  

Garland Bend, the second scenic bend Elliott wants to know if we can 

of the Brazos after put-in at Texas 16. stop for lunch. He says he can't

The Upper Brazos 
THE BRAZOS RIVER AUTHORITY provides information on 
water conditions, as well as environmental and recreational 
information. Call 888/922-6272; www.brazos.org.  

Rochelle's Canoe Rental is on FM 4 where it crosses the Brazos, 
in between the towns of Graford and Palo Pinto. Rochelle's rents 
canoes, kayaks, and square-stern canoes, and also offers shuttle 
services. Call 940/659-3341; www.rochellescanoerental.com.  

More information on paddling the Brazos, as well as other Texas 
waterways, can be found here: www.southwestpaddler.com.  

lift his arms and has a blister. From around a bend we hear Jem's 

exuberant shout. He has reached the five-mile mark, our agreed

upon stopping place for lunch. If we can just get there from here.  

In a furious burst of energy, we catch Jem and follow a trail 

of turtle tracks across a sandbar to a good spot for hunkering 

around the cooler. "You know the trouble with the halfway 

point?" Elliott asks. "It's only halfway." 

ack on the water, now more like a sluice, the headwind 

briefly shifts to a miraculous tailwind. Somewhat restored 

and resolute, Elliott and I master our teamwork. For the 

next three hours we paddle constantly-except when we 

are carrying the kayak. There are moments of excitement involv

ing great blue herons and a last-minute sprint to the finish. Most 

of all there is gratitude that my son and I have moved beyond our 

truce to collaboration and, finally, to mutual admiration.  

The trip took us five hours of hard paddling and eight por

tages. That evening we reflect that the river hadn't let us down, 
but rather elevated our sense of our best selves. And after hot 

showers were taken, blisters bandaged, and muscles massaged, 
we are grateful for what lessons there were to be learned about 

the passage of both time and water. TH 

Fort Worth-based writer BABS RODRIGUEZ enjoys any activity that 

justifies a picnic, unplugs her son, and unites her with her brother for 
happy reveries ofa childhood spent outdoors. Photographer STEVEN 
LOESCH'sfavorite ,ay to experience the razos is to set out at sunset 

and paddle under the fill moon. lie has paddled the 20-mile stretch 

starting at Flint .Bend nearly 70 times.  
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Text by HELEN BRYANT 

Whether we yearn for 
spa pampering, horseback riding, 

floating in a lazy river, hitting the 

links, or just collapsing in a hammock, 

we go to a resort for one primary rea

son: to escape.  

We're not freeing ourselves just from  

work and housekeeping; we're also$ 

escaping the car-because as much ais 

we love gallivanting across the coun
tryside in our vehicles, sometimes we 

just want to hol up soi mepkace where 

we can sleep, eat, and play without rev

ving up an engine.  
A resort becomes our self-contained 

paradise, and there are dozens through

out Texas, each special in its own way.  

Here are fe favorites: 

Hyatt Regency Lost Pines 
Resort and Spa, Bastrop 

n a recent night at Hyatt Regency 

Lost Pines, a gaggle of giggling little 
girls in bathing suits sprinted through 

the lobby as '60s rock music poured out of 

Shellers Barrelhouse Bar. Up a flight of stairs \ 

in the elegant Stories restaurant, diners toast

ed without hearing any of the clamor.  

There you have 

Make an appoint- this resort's formula: 

ment to tour Bastrop's a whirl of activities 

Deep in the Heart for kids, paired with 

Art Foundry. an adult experience 

strong enough to 

lure honeymooners. Kids enjoy pools with 

slides and a lazy river, while at the adult 
COURTESY HYATT REGENCY LOST PINES RESORT AND SPA 
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retreat , ei COURTESY LA TORRETTA LAKE RESORT AND SPA

pool, couples relax and sip beverages from the bar. Adults 

indulge in massages at Spa Django, and, in summer, teens 

enjoy pedicures at Wild Hare Youth Spa.  

As for horseback riding, golf, star-gazing, kayaking, and 

floating lazily in a raft down the Colorado River: Every

body can enjoy those. And at the end of the day, adults like 

s'mores as much as kids do.  

Animals, including two Longhorn steers (available for 

photographs in the saddle), four Percheron draft horses, 
and two alpacas, lend the resort the air of a friendly farm, 
and you'll see Texas culture referenced everywhere: Plac

ards with information on Texas authors in the Scribes Club, 
Texas art on the guest-room walls, an infusion of Shiner 

Bock in the queso in casual Firewheel Cafe.  

Want fine dining? Stories restaurant offers buttery seared 

scallops, Niman Ranch Lamb with house-made kim chi and 

Asian pear jus, and more, with a fine wine list.  

About the pines: You'll see a few of Bastrop's "lost" 

loblolly pines growing here, along with some the resort 

planted amid the more plentiful pecans, oaks, and cy

presses. Resort developers swear they removed only four 

pecan trees to build Hyatt Lost Pines, and these you'll 

find repurposed in the lobby as a chandelier, a coffee table, 
and wide-planked flooring.
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Along with hotel-style accommodations, Hyatt Lost Pines 

offers the Litton House, a 2,600-square-foot, two-bedroom 
guesthouse in a wilderness setting, but close to the amenities.

La Torretta Lake Resort 
and Spa, Montgomery La Torretta sits on a fat peninsula 

poking out into Lake Conroe, so 

wherever you look, you see water

and that's the 

focus of this Vis it the art 
resort north of galleries in cown
Houston. Lake town Conroe.  
Conroe, which 

spreads across 

21,000 acres at the edge cf Sam Houston 

National Forest, has long been a favorite 

with anglers going after large-mouth bass, 
crappie, and catfish. La Torretta lures you 

to join the fun. At press time, the marina 

(with boat rentals) was closed because 

of low water levels, but you can still bring 

your own watercraft or rent nearby.  

In addition to the lake, La Tor-etta

has its own waterscape with four pools, including some for 

little kids, and an infinity pool that pours into an Olympic-sized 

lap pool. Instead of a lazy river, this resort has a fast-moving

58 texashighways.com I MAY 2012

Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort and Spa, 
575 Hyatt Lost Pines Rd., Bastrop; 5121 
308-1234; www.lostpines.hyott.com.
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one that zips you around the pools.  

A kids' camp April through September offers supervised 

activities so the adults can run off for a game of tennis, a 

round of golf, a workout at the fitness center, or a treatment 

at SpaTerre. (Try the Hamam, a eucalyptus-infused steam 

room.) Other family activities include putt-putt golf and, 
in summer, outdoor movies.  

Dine on juicy steak at Prime or velvety yellowtail at 

Yoi Sushi Bar. End the evening listening to a piano player's 

show tunes in Sonata Lounge.  

Each of the 20-story tower's suites (and it's all suites) 

offers an expansive view of Lake Conroe. How could they 

not? At La Torretta, it's all about the water.  

La Torretta Lake Resort and Spa, 
600 La Torretta Blvd., Montgomery, 
936/448-4400 or 877/286-9590; 
www .latorrettaakeresort. com 

The Inn at Dos Brisas, Washington 
ut in the undulating horse country of south

east Texas, you'll find a 313-acre ranch that 

doesn't call itself a resort.  

Certainly, though, The Inn at Dos Brisas seems more

resort than inn. True, you won't You can really kick up your feet on Hyatt 
see a golf course or spa here (al- Lost Pines' lazy river. Wind past refresh
though you can arrange to play golf ing waterfalls and airborne beachbats.  
nearby or enjoy a massage in your 

guest quarters), but you won't find a 

more serene escape. Tranquil, outdoor-focused activities 

include horseback riding, fly fishing on one of the lakes, and 

star-gazing. With food a prime attraction here, Dos Brisas
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also offers classes on gardening and cooking and wine.  

Home to the only Forbes (formerly Mobil) five-star 

restaurant in Texas, Dos Brisas now aims to win acco

lades for its lodging. So, last year, in addition to its four 

elegant, 730-square-foot casitas, Dos Brisas added five 

2,950-square-foot Spanish

style haciendas. Opulent, Check out the birth

but not overbearing-with place of Texas, Wash

soaring ceilings, French oak ington-on-the-Brazos 

floors, screened porches, State Historic Site.  

private pools, 575-square
foot bathrooms, and ornately carved beds so high you 

nearly have to pole-vault into their fluffiness-these 

haciendas invite a long stay.  

In the living room of each hacienda, thick recipe books 

are tossed casually on an oversized turquoise ottoman so 

.: f r1sas'restaurant makes use of you can put your feet up and read in front of the fireplace.  

roduce from the organic farm and Maybe you'll want to cook when you get home, but cer

groeenmoses on the property. The tainly not here. Chef Raj Dixit creatively composes his phe

restaurant is the only one in Texas nomenal meals with produce from the property's organic 

with a five-star Forbes rating, farm and greenhouses, and proteins and dairy products 

... but wait, there's more ...

HESE other Texas 
resorts offer a vast 

variety of experi

ences to please families, 

couples, and those who 

just want to get away.  

Barton Creek Resort 

and Spa: Golf courses 

designed by Tom Fazio, 
Ben Crenshaw, and 

Arnold Palmer make golf 

a key draw. Tennis, fitness 

center, excellent spa, kids

camp, dining overlooking 

the hills. 8212 Barton Club 

Dr., Austin, 866/572

7369; bartoncreek.com.  

Travaasa Austin: Hilltop 

retreat focuses on health 

with fitness and well-being 

workshops. Food classes, 
yoga, meditation areas, 

horse-whispering experi

ence, mechanical bull, 

pool, spa, dining. 13500 

FM 2769, Austin, 855/

868-7282; travaasa.com.  

Lakeway Resort and Spa: 
On Lake Travis, with 

adjacent marina (boat 

rentals, fishing trips), 

three pools, spa, fitness 

center, Josey's restau

rant, nearby tennis and 

golfing, shopping in 

Lakeway. 101 Lakeway 

Dr., Austin, 800/525

3929; lakewayresort 

andspa.com.

Great Wolf Lodge: Huge 

indoor-outdoor water 

parks, bunk-bed rooms 

and "magic" interactive 

features (treasure chest 

opens when you wave a 

wand) make this a winner 

with kids. Arcade, ice 

cream, storytimes, sev

eral restaurants, fitness 

center, and spa. 100 

Great Wolf Dr., Grape

vine, 800/693-9653;

greatwolf.com/grapevine.  

Gaylord Texan Resort: 
Big enough to mix families 

with conferences; numer

ous pools, both indoor 

and outdoor; spa; fitness 

center; several dining and 

bar options; kids' activities 

such as face-painting.  

1501 Gaylord Trail, 
Grapevine, 817/778-1000; 

gaylordtexan.com.  

more resorts on poge 62
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from local sources when possible. He scatters periwinkles 

(sea sr-ails) around a plate of succulent, seared black sea bass.  

A handful of mustard greens arrives decorated with negi 

onions, cashews, and a few shavings of squid.  

Enjoy dinner in the dining room, but a golf cart delivers 

breakfast to your house, and lunch can be ferried to wher

ever y~u happen to be fishing, riding, or relaxing. Even if 

you're in the hammock.  

The Inn at Dos Brisas, 10000 Champion Dr., 
Washington; 979/277-7750; www dosbrisas.com 

JW Marriott San Antonio 
Hill Country Resort & Spa 

t's a par 3, but what a par 3: A bunker lies smack in the mid
dle of the Number 16 green at AT&T Oaks Course at TPC 

San Antonio. Touring golf pros play this course. You can, 
too, if you stay at the JW Marriott San Antonio Hill Country.  

This resort, which rises up like a limestone fortress on 

a hill north of San Antonio, offers two TPC courses: the more 

forgiving Pete Dye-designed Canyons Course and the killer 

Oaks Course maniacally crafted by Australian pro-golfer 

Greg Norman. You might not be a pro, but you'll feel like one

after you've navigated these courses.  

The resort doesn't stop with golf, The San Antonio 
t zough. The River Bluff Water Experi- River Walk is just 

ence elicits happy squeals with pools, 20 minutes away! 
slides, and both a rapid river ride 

and lazy river. Lantana Spa, with 30 

treatment rooms (think restorative organic massages and

(5

'(oh-(.
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... and more...  
Hyatt Hill Country Resort 
& Spa: Full array of family 

fun near SeaWorld and Six 

Flags Fiesta Texas, lazy 

river, spa (kids' spa in sum

mer), fitness center, golf, 
tennis, kids' camp, several 

dining and bar options.  

9800 Hyatt Resort Dr., 

San Antonio, 210/647-1234; 

hillcountry.hyatt.com.  

Cibolo Creek Ranch: 
Loved by the Dixie Chicks

and other stars for its 

luxurious privacy in West 

Texas' Chinati Mountains.  

Gourmet restaurant, 
horseback riding, fishing, 
pool, fitness center, spa, 
star-gazing. US 67 south 

of Marfa, 866/496-9460; 

cibolocreekranch.com.  

Lajitas Golf Resort 
and Spa: Luxury amid the 

Chisos Mountains and 

Chihuahuan Desert. Pool,

spa, golf, hunting, biking 

trails, skeet shooting, res

taurant, bakery, stunning 

sunrises and sunsets. FM 

170 between Big Bend 

national and state parks, 
877/525-4827; lajitas 

golfresort.com.  

Four Seasons Dallas 
in Las Colinas: Its Four 

Seasons TPC course hosts 

the annual Byron Nelson 

pro tournament (and the

Cowboys' Tony Romo 

plays here); social types 

love its pool and bar. Sev

eral pools, spa, fitness 

center, racquetball, ten

nis, squash, fine dining.  

4150 N. MacArthur Blvd., 
Irving, 972/717-0700; 
fourseasons.com/dallas.  

San Luis Resort, Spa and 

Conference Center: 

Large pool with cabanas 

near the beach is the focal

point of fun for both adults 

and kids. Spa, restaurants, 
and bars. 5222 Seawall 

Blvd., Galveston, 800/445

0090; sanluisresort.com.  

Hotel Galvez: Historic 

grand dame of Galveston 

is a favorite for weddings 

and special occasions.  

Pool, spa, fitness center, 
fine dining. 2024 Seawall 

Blvd., 877/999-3223; 
wyndhamhotelgalvez.com.  

-Helen Bryant

62 texashighways.com I MAY 2012

i 

.'r



retreat relax

citrus blossom facials), 
includes a fitness center 

and private lap pool. Ex

plore the outdoors on foot, 
on a bike, or on a Segway.  

The golf clubhouse hosts 

the resort's fine dining es

tablishment,18 Oaks, spe
cializing in melt-in-your

mouth filet mignon, New 

York strips, tomahawk 

steaks, and other prime 

cuts. For lunch, linger at 

the informal Cibolo Moon, 
with its bison meatloaf 

and house-made jellies (try 

cranberry-grape with a kick 

' 7g of habanero), then stop by 

the tequila bar next door.  

Add a nature preserve, 
sports bar (with a 120-foot, 
big-screen TV), wedding 

pavilion, and kids' club 
with activities such as ice 

cream-making, and it's 

easy for families to find 

this resort a winner in 

the clubhouse.  

4 W Marriott 
San Antonio 

Hill Country 

Resort & Spa, 23808 

Resort Pkwy., San Antonio; 

210/276-2500; www.jw 

sanantonio.corn.  

Rough Creek Lodge & Resort, Glen Rose H unters throng to Rough Creek in pursuit of deer, 

wild hogs, and quail. Author Sandra Brown comes 

in search of pastoral quiet in which to write. Corpo

rate workers compete in cattle drives here to build team

work. And families swim, fish, zipline, and take hayrides.  

The one thing nobody does at Rough Creek Lodge is 

rough it. The staff bathes you in friendliness, starting with 

the ranch-hand vibe of the bellman who meets you as you 

park your car, grabs your suitcase, and extends an embrace 

like you're a long-lost family member.  

But when he opens the door to your hotel room -the 

Bolivian walnut door, hand-carved with wildlife images

and reveals an elegant retreat with crown molding and a 

cushy pillow-top bed, you know you're not in a basic hunt

ing lodge (there are also private cabins and three guest 

homes on the property). The decor speaks to hunting with

touches such as little pheasants painted on the rim of the 

bathroom sink, but in an artistic, not kitschy, way. Your 

balcony reveals the property's 11,000 acres, a line of cattle 
often ambling along the horizon.  

Rough Creek offers fishing (in a boat or from shore) on 
80-acre Mallard Lake, hiking, biking, tennis, Frisbee golf, 
paintball, clay-shooting, and a driving range. Work out at 
the fitness center, relax at the spa, or hunt for fossils on 

Gun Mountain and at other spots. Kids will enjoy a 45-foot 

climbing wall, 650-foot zipline, and bungee trampoline, 
along with ping-pong, air hockey, 
and other indoor games. Two See dinosaur 

pools ensure that family fun ' tracks at Glen 

doesn't splash adult relaxation. A Rose's Dinosaur 

pavilion and pastoral chapel pro- . Valley State Park.  

vide a splendid wedding venue.  

And the restaurant features Chef Gerard Thompson's 
rustic American cuisine. True to the hunting theme, the 

most popular menu item is quail. Succulent and beautifully 

grilled with a sweet sherry-maple glaze, the 
plump birds are so flavorful that some diners 

have been known to order up a whole covey.  

Rough Creek Lodge, 5165 CR 2013, Glen Rose; 254/ 
488-4753 or 800/864-4705; www.roughcreek.com. m 
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Speaking of Texas 

San Benito's 
Musical 

Pioneers 
A small town in South Texas claims 

not one, but two recording legends 

Text by GENE FOWLER

M AN!" EXCLAIMED A RADIANT 
Freddy Fender in 2004 as he arrived 

at a home-recording studio in the 

West Austin hills to sing on the Los Super 

Seven CD "Heard It on the X." "You gotta be a 

Daniel Boone to find this place!" 

It was an apt comparison for the singer from 

San Benito-just north of Brownsville-who 

blazed his own trails across musical cultures from the 1950s 

into the 2000s with a unique fusion of rock, pop, country, and 

Tejano styles. That same pioneering spirit also characterizes 

another San Benito-area artist, accordionist Narciso Martinez, 
widely regarded as the father of conjunto music for his innova

tions on the accordion and his pairing of it with the bajo sexto 

(twelve-string bass guitar) in the 1930s.  

San Benito honors both musicians with museums, street 

names, and a festival. A city water tower is dedicated to Freddy 

Fender, described early in his career as "the Mexican Elvis." 

Born Baldemar Huerta to migrant-worker parents in San 

Benito in 1937, Fender first sang on Harlingen's KGBS-AM radio 

at age 10. After three years in the Marine Corps, his Spanish 

version of Presley's classic "Don't Be Cruel" topped the charts 

in Mexico and South America. In 1957, he married Evangelina 

Munoz, with whom he eventually had four children.  

Having used stage names like El Bebop Kid and Eddie con 

los Shades, the singer adopted the name of his guitar in 1959

y, Tx~ 

ehnet r Irna o snVtIs
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and paired it with the peppy and allitera

tive "Freddy." He continued performing 

through the 1960s, but his career really 

took off in the 1970s. "Before the Next Teardrop Falls" reached 

number one on both country and pop charts in 1975. A re

recording of an earlier release-"Wasted Days and Wasted 

Nights"-also went number one.  

In 1989, the San Benito star joined the Tex-Mex supergroup 

Texas Tornados, which also included Doug Sahm, Flaco Jime

nez, and Augie Meyers. Perhaps more than any other band, the 

Tornados exemplified the tantalizing mix of cultural influences 

inherent in Texas music. Inter

viewed at the Los Super Seven The Freddy Fender Museum 
recording of "Heard It on the X" in displays the singer's beloved 

2004, Fender said that he had sup- Harley-Davidson, guitars, 
plemented his multicultural musi- and stage costumes, as well 

cal education by listening to the as photos taken during his 

wildman deejay Howlin' Rooster early life in San Benito.
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on the powerful border 

radio stations. His 2002 

solo CD, La Mdsica de gy' 1 ISTOR 
Baldemar Huerta, won 
a Grammy for Best 

Latin Pop Album.  

The singer died of 

lung cancer in 2006.MUSEUMS OF SAN BENITO 
"He was like a folk 210 E.HEYWOOD 

hero," says Ron Rogers, 
director of the Freddy 

Fender Museum in San I 
Benito. "Charlie Rich 

Jr., Freddy's longtime 

piano player and a singer at his funeral, Narciso Martinez Music fans find displays 
told me that Freddy would be even Cultural Arts Cen- devoted to Freddy Fender 
larger in death than in life. People come ter and the town's and Narciso Martinez, 
to the museum and to visit his gravesite annual Narciso as well as to local his
from all over." Black-granite tablets at Martinez Con- tory, in the San Benito 
Fender's grave in the San Benito Memo- junto Festival. Community Building.  
rial Cemetery on Texas 45 chronicle Martinez was 
Fender's life, and his signature, along born in Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico, 
with an image of the timeless artist and in 1911. He soon moved with his family 
his guitar, is chiseled in the headstone. to La Paloma, near San Benito. Martinez 

Within the same building as the grew up listening to accordionists in the 
Freddy Fender Museum, the Texas Rio Grande Valley and obtained his first 
Conjunto Music Hall of Fame and Mu- instrument in 1928. In 1935, he teamed 
seum pays tribute to musical pioneer with bajo sexto player Santiago Almeida 
Narciso Martinez, as does San Benito's and, in a departure from European-style

San Benito Music Sites 

THE FREDDY FENDER MUSEUM AND THE TEXAS CONJUNTO MUSIC 
Hall of Fame and Museum are both in the San Benito Community Building, at 
210 E. Heywood St. Both open Thu-Sat from 10 to 4. Call 956/245-1666, or visit www.  
freddyfendermuseum.com and www.texasconjuntomusic.org.  

The Freddy Fender Museum displays photographs and artifacts from throughout the singer's life.  
Visitors see his Harley-Davidson, guitars, gold records, a replica of his star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame, and stage costumes from leisure suits to sequined Western wear.  

The Texas Conjunto Music Hall of Fame and Museum documents the cultural origins of conjunto 
with a special display about Narciso Martinez and Santiago Almeida. Exhibits also include images of 
conjunto hall-of-famers, stage outfits, vintage accordions, and other instruments. The museum also 
preserves the memory of San Benito's legendary La Villita dance hall and the important Tejano label 
Ideal Records, which began in Alice in 1946 and later moved to San Benito, where it operated for two 
decades before closing in the 1980s.  

The Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center, at 225 E. Stenger St., opens for special events. Call 
956/367-0335, or email nrogelio@_,hushmail.com. The Center offers art exhibits, poetry readings, book 
signings, and accordion lessons. It also hosts special programs by the Narciso Martinez Writers Forum.  
The annual Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival takes place here in late October. -Gene Fowler
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Speaking of Texas 

accordion playing, began concentrating 

on the accordion's melody and treble 

notes, leaving the bass parts to Almeida.  

"Everyone copied Narciso," explains 

Tejano Conjunto Festival founder Juan 

Tejeda. "He and Santiago firmly estab

lished the button accordion and bajo 

sexto as the main instruments in con

junto music, with the duet creating a 

new, original American musical ensem

ble and style." 

After his first hit recording, "La Chich

arronera," in 1936, Martinez became 

known as "El Huracdn del Valle" ("The 
Hurricane of the Valley") for his light

ning-quick accordion fingerwork.  

Throughout his career, the accordionist 

supplemented his musical income with 

work as a field hand and truck driver.  

In the landmark 1976 documentary film 

about Texas-Mexican music, Chulas 

Fronteras (Beautiful Borders), Martinez 

can be seen feeding elephants in his job

as a caretaker at the Brownsville Zoo. In 

1983, the father of conjunto was honored 

with the National Heritage Award from 

the National Endowment for the Arts.  

A reissue of Martinez's recordings 

by Arhoolie Records earned a Grammy 

nomination in 1989 and expanded his 

audience even further. Martinez died in 

San Benito a few months after his final 

record release, on the R y R label of Mon

terrey, Nuevo Leon, in January 1992.  

Sharing humble beginnings with their 

primary audiences, both Narciso Mar

tinez and Freddy Fender developed spe

cial bonds with their fans. "I saw Freddy 

Fender with the Texas Tornados at the 

Wild Horse Casino in Pendleton, Ore

gon, in the 1990s," recalls Manny Guti

errez, a longtime Fender fan. "He sang 

his songs like an angel overlooking a vast 

sea of fans. I got to meet him after the 

show, and he even let me play his yellow 

Fender Strat Guitar!"
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YM1INNI : Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways-#748 
PO Box 576 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054-0576 

Visit the Texas Highways Magazine Gift Shop 
150 E. Riverside, Austin, TX 78704 - Mon-Fri Noon-4 p.m. 4E2P
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COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER 
Name 

Street Address

State Zip

Daytime Phone Number (_ 
(in case we have questions regarding your order)

D Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard 
Q Discover Q American Express

card number 

Expiration date

Signature
Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways-#748 
PO Box 576 
Mt. Morris, IL 
61054-0576 
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Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 

Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 
SUBTOTAL 

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  
TOTAL

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99.......$18.95 
$200.00 + ................ $21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. - For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside 
the continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to 
your subtotal.
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Softex Bomba-Dye Tee 
Layers of color give our soft tee subtle 
depth. Texas and a side-script floral de
sign are silkscreened over teal and black 
bomba dye. No two shirts are exactly 
alike. A scoop neck and generous cap 
sleeves keep this tee super comfortable.  
100% cotton, machine wash separately 
in cold water. Missy sizes: S - XL while 
supplies last 

Item 38278 ...... $18.50 

Wildflower Tapestry 
Give mom some great advice from a 
wildflower: Show your true colors. Delight 
in simple pleasures. Celebrate your 
natural beauty. Open up! Spread seeds 
of joy. It is OK to be a late bloomer. Be 
wild and wonderful! 17 x 26 inches.  

Item 37817 ...... $22.95

Texas Star Medallion 
A classic sterling silver star charm by 
Kitty Keller Designs features a textured 
background with a 3-dimensional star 
design will be a perfect addition to her 
charm bracelet or accessory on her 
favorite necklace. 13/16-inch diameter.  
Solid sterling silver.  

Item 37904 ...... $24.95 

Long Stemmed Bluebonnet 
Give mom a flower that will last! Our 
hand-crafted bluebonnet is a unique 
treasure. Each petal is individually 
formed from clay, dried and hand 
painted in artist oils. Packaged indi
vidual in a clear case gift box with 
gift card inside. 10 inches long.  

Item 37814 ...... $18.95

Bluebonnet Tote Bag 
Deluxe carry-all tote bag 
everything close at hand 
is on the move. Carefree 
blend exterior featuring o 
bluebonnets design. Fully 
14-inch shoulder strap.  

Item 37415 ...... $22.9
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Texas Rose Tee 
Ultra-soft cotton tee sports a color washed design 
with silver foiled Texas roses over a light gray back
ground. V-neck, short sleeves and slightly tapered 
cut combine to give Mom a flattering look. Machine 
washable. Missy sizes: S - 2X while they last 
Item 38276 ...... $18.50 

Texas Star Earrings 
French loop earrings will be a beautiful addition 
to her jewelry collection. The textured background 
offsets the sparkling 3-D Texas star design. Earring 
measures -inch diameterx 1/16" thick. French 
loop measures 1-inch long. Solid sterling silver.  

Item 37905 ...... $29.95

Beach with Pink Flowers - Padre Island 
Whether she last visited the Gulf Coast a week 
ago or years ago, this photo of the waves, dunes, 
and vibrant vegetation that will bring it all back 
in an instant. 20 x 24 inches.  

Item 32150 ...... $6.50 

Hill Country Bluebonnets 
Native Texas bluebonnets, a yucca in bloom, 
and live oaks along a pretty country road will 
be the perfect addition to her home decor.  
20 x 24 inches.  

Item 32130 . $6.50

Texas Fed, Texas Bred CD 
Mom will tap her toes along with these fourteen 
tracks, including: That's the Stuff, Outside the 
Lines, Long Way to Mexico, Amarillo Sky, Prove Me 
Right, What I Really Mean, Tornado Time in Texas, 
and Amarillo by Morning.  
Item 37606 ...... $19.95

ON MOTHER'S DAY
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"Flame" Tapestry Throw 
Mom can snuggle into this super soft tapestry 
throw of cotton/rayon blended chanelle in a 
bright Native American flame design. Machine 
wash, cold. 48 x 52 inches.  

Item 37819 ...... $49.95

AIi%<i1?'KII\\S

Botanical Greeting Cards 
Mom will love these hand-crafted greeting cards 
featuring Texas wildflowers. Each 5 x 7-inch card is 
reproduced from pressed flowers and hand embellished.  
Set of 5 cards and envelopes makes an artistically 
beautiful gift. Lovely enough to be matted and framed.  
Blank linen inset inside.  

Item 35205 ...... $19.95

Photographic Portraits 
Mom can take a virtual tour through four Texas cities with these 
beautifully printed and annotated photographic books. Each is 128 pages, 
834 x 11 inch hardback. Give her a favorite spot or collect all four.  

Austin: Item 36713; Dallas: Item 36714; 
Fort Worth: Item 36715; Houston: Item 36716 
$26.95 each

Three ways to order: 
BY PHONE: Call 1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S) 

BY MAIL: Please use the order form inside this issue.  
Send completed form, along with your payment, including 
shipping and handling to: Texas Highways - #748, 
PO Box 576, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

ONLINE: Go to www.texashighways.com 

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover

MAY12
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GALVESTON GOES RETRO FOR THE 4TH ANNUAL GALVESTON On Saturday at 2 p.m., 50 contestants don y 
Island Beach Revue on May 18-19. The weekend kicks off on Fri- vintage or vintage-inspired swimwear and parade 
day with the Bands and Bombshells concert at 7 p.m. in Saengerfest along Galveston's shoreline for the popular Bathing Beauties 
Park and features live music from The Gourds and the John Evans Contest. The outfits don't stop at the swimsuits, though-par
Band. The Revue encourages attendees to dress in vintage outfits, ticipants wear floppy hats, retro sunglasses, fancy footwear, and 
and in past years they've had a mix of '50s-style pinup girls, quirky parasols to complete their looks. Galveston's original Bathing 
costumes, and street clothes at the show. The event includes therned Beauties contest, dubbed the "Pageant of Pulchritude," ran from
vendors and classic cars to add to the night's throwback atmosphere. 1920-1932, For details, visit www.galvestonbeachrevue.com.

May- Events 
BIG HEND COUNTRY 

ALPINE,: Cinco de Mayo May 4-6. Grand Mercado at 
Kokernot Park. 432/837-1605 

BEL RIO: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 4-5.  
www.casadelaculturadelrio.com 830/774-7568

1 s

DEL RIO: Taste of the Town May 26. Main Street. www.  
cityofdelrio.com 830/774-8558 

E Neon Desert Music Festival May 24.  
Downtown. www.neondesertmusicfestival.com 

OtE SSA: Fiesta West Texas May 3-6. Ector County 
Coliseum. 432/288-5321 

9DES5A: Memorial Day Celebration May 28.  
www.commemorativeairforce.org 432/563-1000

A great place to explore 
nature or indulge yourself in 
great shopping, dining or 

just relaxing.  
Enjoy the warm, friendly 
hospitality that makes 

Boeme as unique 
as our name! 

BOERNE 
UNIOUE Our Name 

VisitBoerne.org 
888.842.8080

VAN HORN: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 5. City Park.  
www.vanhorntexas.org 432/283-2682 

GULF COAST 
BEAUMONT: Annual Exhibition of the American 
Society of Marine Artists May 1-June 17. Art Museum 
of Southeast Texas, www.amset.org 409/832-3432 

BROWNSVILLE: Living History Program at Palo Alto 
Battlefield May 5. Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical 
Site. www.nps.gov/paal/index.htm 956/541-2785, ext. 324 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Buc Days Rodeo, Festival and 
Carnival May 1-6. Corpus Christi Bayfront and other loca
tions. www.bucdays.com 

CORPUS CHRISTI: American Western Art from the Mary 
Grace and Frank Horock Collection May 1-December 31.  
The Art Museum of South Texas. www.artmuseumof south 
texas.org 361/825-3500 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Multicultural Festival May 19.  
Heritage Park. http://international.tamucc.edu 361/825-3750 

CRYSTAL BEACH: Texas Crab Festival May 11-13. Gregory 
Park. www.texascrabfestival.com 409/684-5940 

GALVESTON: Mariachi Sol de Mexico de Jose 
Hernandez with Vikki Carr May 5. The Grand 1894 
Opera House. www.thegrand.com 800/821-1894 

GALVESTON: Historic Homes Tour May 5-6,12-13.  
www.galvestonhistory.org 409/765-7834

70 texashighways.com I MAY 2012
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HOUSTON: The Impact of Racist Ideologies: Jim Crow 
and the Nuremberg Laws May 1-July 22. Holocaust Museum 
Houston's Central Gallery. www.hmh.org 713/942-8000 

HOUSTON: Houston Symphony Orchestra Classical 
Season May 3-4,11-13,17,19-20. Jones Hall. www.houston 
symphony.org 

LA PORTE: Sleep on the Battleship May 5-6. San Jacinto 
Battlegrounds State Historic Site. 512/389-8903 

LAKE JACKSON: Abner Jackson Plantation Site Tours 
May 5. www.lakejacksonmuseum.org 979/297-1570 

ORANGE: Bonsai Festival May 5-12. Shangri La Botanical 
Gardens and Nature Center. www.shangrilagardens.org 
409/670-9113 

ORANGE: Spring Music Festival May 19. www.orange 
texas.org 800/528-4906 

PASADENA: Strawberry Festival May 12,18-20.  
Convention Center & Municipal Fairgrounds. www.  
strawberryfest.org 281/991-9500 

PORT ARANSAS: Artfest May 19-20. Robert's Point Park.  
www.portaransasartcenter.org 361/749-7334 

PORT ARANSAS: Songwriters' Showcase May 21.  
Robert's Point Park. www.portaransas.org 

ROCKPORT: Festival of Wines May 26-27. Texas Mari
time Museum. www.texasmaritimemuseum.org 361/729-1271 

SEABROOK: Keels and Wheels Concours d' Elegance 
May 5-6. Largest collection of classic cars and wooden 
boats in the United States on display. Lakewood Yacht Club.  
www.keels-wheels.com 281/474-2511 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Jailbreak Beach Escape May 5.  
www.runthejailbreak.com/jailbreak-padre-2012.php 

SUGAR LAND: Memorial Day Ceremony May 28. Sugar 
Land Memorial Park. www.sugarlandtx.gov 281/275-2885 

VICTORIA: Art Car Central May 19-July 1. Museum 
of the Coastal Bend. www.museumofthecoastalbend.org 
361/582-2511 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: La Condesa Cinco de Mayo Downtown Block 
Party May 5. La Condesa and the Second Street District.  
www.lacondesaaustin.com 512/499-0300 

AUSTIN: Old Pecan Street Spring Arts Festival May 
5-6. East Sixth Street. www.oldpecanstreetfestival.com 

AUSTIN: Mother's Day Concert in the Park May 13.  
Zilker Hillside Theater. www.austinsymphonicband.org 
512/345-7420 

BANDERA: Bandera Music Hall of Fame Showcase 
May 6. Arkey Blue's Silver Dollar. 830/796-8179 

BANDERA: St. Stanislaus Parish Festival May 6.  
Mansfield Park. www.ststanislaus.us/stanislausfest/index.  
html 830/460-4712 

BANDERA: Rock Bandera Festival May 19-20. www.  
rockbanderafestival.com 830/796-4847 

BOERNE: Best of BoerneFest: TrailBlaze 2012 May 5.  
Main Plaza. www.boerne.org 830/249-8000 

BOERNE: Hauptstrasse Quiltfest May 5. Downtown and 
Main Plaza Park. 830/249-9511

BOERNE: Market Days May 12-13. Main Plaza. www.  
boernemarketdays.com 830/249-5530 

BROWNWOOD: Youth Outdoor Day and Open House 
May 4-5. Lake Brownwood State Park. www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ 
spdest/findadest/parks/lakebrownwood 325/784-5223 

BURNET: Barbecue Cook-Off and Music Festival 
May 18-19. www.burnetcookoff.com 512/756-4297 

FREDERICKSBURG: Maifest: A German Chorale 
Concert May 6. St. Joseph's Halle. www.pioneermuseum.net 
830/997-3936 

FREDERICKSBURG: Founders Day Festival May 12.  
Pioneer Museum. www.pioneermuseum.net 830/997-2835 

FREDERICKSBURG: Crawfish Festival May 25-27.  
Market Square. www.tex-fest.com 866/839-3378 

GRANGER: Lakefest May 12. East Davilla St. www.city 
ofgranger.org 512/859-2755 

GRUENE: Old Gruene Market Days May 19-20. Historic 
District, www.gruenemarketdays.com 830/832-1721 

GRUENE: KNBT Americana Music Jam May 20. Gruene 
Hall. www.gruenehall.com 830/629-5077 

HUNT: Centennial Celebration May 19. www.hunt2012.  
net 830/367-4233 

KERRVILLE: Kerrville Folk Festival May 24-June 10.  
Quiet Valley Ranch. www.kerrville-music.com 

KERRVILLE: Texas State Arts and Crafts Fair May 
25-27. River Star Arts & Events Center. www.tacef.org 
830/896-5711 

LAGO VISTA: Hill Country Music Fest May 12. Bar K Park.  
www.lagovista.org 512/267-7952 

LLANO: Mike Blakely's TexAmericana Fandango 
May 4-5. Robinson Park. www.llanochamber.org 
325/247-5354 

LUCKENBACH: Hill Country Run Motorcycle Rally 
May 4-6. www.hillcountryrun.com 830/997-8515 

MARBLE FALLS: MayFest May 10-13. Johnson Park.  
www.marblefalls.org 830/693-2815 

PFLUGERVILLE: Deutschen Pfest May 18-20. Pfluger 
Park. www.pflugervilletx.gov/dpfest 512/990-6100 

SAN MARCOS: Viva! Cinco de Mayo May 4-6. County 
Civic Center. www.vivacincodemayo.org 512/395-5332 

SAN MARCOS: Texas Western and Natural Swing 
Festival May 19. www.sanmarcostx.gov/mainstreet 
512/393-8430 

SONORA: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 5. County 
Park Complex. www.sonoratexas.org 325/387-2880 

STARTZVILLE: Memorial Day Ceremony May 28.  
Cranes Mill Cemetery. 830/899-7774 

STONEWALL: Barbecue on the Pedernales May 5.  
Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park. www.nps.gov/ 
lyjo 830/868-7128, ext. 231 

STONEWALL: Lavender Fest May 5-6. Becker Vineyards.  
www.beckervineyards.com 830/644-2681 

TAYLOR: Zest Fest May 5. Main Street, www.taylor 
chamber.org 512/352-3675, ext. 36 

WIMBERLEY: Market Day May 5. Lions Pavilion.  
www.shopmarketdays.com 512/847-2201

PIRflRTfl U R 
Come add your to ours 

800.235.7822 
visitPortArthurfX.com 
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Traveler

TH TRAVELER WILL CELEBRATE NATIONAL WILDFLOWER WEEK AT THE LADY 
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in Austin with a special showing of the springtime 
images featured in April TH. The Serendipity of Wildflowers 2072, which showcases the 
work of such photographers as Fred R. Hight, Lance Varnell, and Fred Hirschmann, will 
be on view in the center's McDermott Learning Center from May 7-13, 

Other upcoming fests at the Wildflower Center include the Spring Plant Sale & 
Gardening Festival (April 13-15), Gardens on Tour (May 12; access to several private 
gardens and tours of the center's displays), and the opening of the Mollie Steves Zachry 
Texas Arboretum on May 19, Call 512/232-0100; www.wildflower.org 

And for details about the annual wildflower photo contest-cosponsored by TH and the 
Wildflower Center-go to www.wildflower.org/photocontest. The entry deadline is May 7!

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: Western Heritage Classic May 10-12. County 
Expo Center. www.westernheritageclassic.com 325/677-4376 

ALBANY: International Museum Day Art Carnival 
May 19. The Old Jail Art Center. www.theoldjailartcenter.org 
325/762-2269 

AMARILLO: Mother's Day Iris Show May 13. Amarillo 
Botanical Gardens. www.amarillobotanicalgardens.org 
806/352-6513 

AMARILLO: Asian Pacific Month Celebration May 19.  
Amarillo Zoo. www.amarillozoo.org 806/381-7911 

BRONTE: Fort Chadbourne Days Living History Event 
May 5. www.fortchadbourne.org 325/743-2555

CANYON: Another Day Another Dollar: The Legacy 
of the Civilian Conservation Corps May 1-October 14. Pan
handle-Plains Historical Museum. http://panhandleplains.org 

COLEMAN: Walk for a Cure May 12. Downtown. www.  
chhalefoundation.com 325/625-3455 

DALHART: XIT Rangers' St. Jude Trail Ride May 19.  
Includes a chuck-wagon dinner. Rita Blanca Lake. 806/930-1712 

ELECTRA: Annual Electra Goat Barbecue May 11-12. City 
Fairgrounds. www.electratexas.org 940/495-3577 

LUBBOCK: Buddy Holly Center Summer Showcase Con
cert Series May 31. www.buddyhollycenter.org 806/775-3566 

MUNDAY: "Fundays in Munday" Trade Days May 26.  
949/422-4540

72 texashighways.com I MAY 2012

Rabbit Fest 
May 17-20, 2012 

Copperas Cove City Park 
For More Information 

Call 254-547-7571 
www.rabbitfest.com 

Copperas Cove is 
Bike Central Texas 

Some of the most beautiful 
rural cycling routes in Central Texas! 

Copperas Cove 
Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau 

Yh FrSret Door oft& Carry 

www copperascove com 
254-547-7571
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POST: Post City Trade Day May 5. Main Street. www.  
postcitytexas.com 806/990-0222 

SAN ANGELO: National Ceramic Invitational May 1
June 24. San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts. www.samfa.org 
325/653-3333 

SAN ANGELO: Memorial Day Exercises at Fort Concho 
May 28. Fort Concho National Historic Landmark. 325/481-2730 

SEMINOLE: Trade Days May 18-20. www.seminoletrade 
days.com 432/758-0807 

SNYDER: May Day Celebration May 5. The Coliseum.  
325/573-4035 

WICHITA FALLS: Downtown Cajun Festival May 12.  
www.downtownproud.com 940/322-4525 

PINEY WOODS 
CENTER: Center Fly-In and Air Show May 5. Center 
Municipal Airport. www.shelbycountychamber.com 
936/598-3682 

COLDSPRING: Trade Day May 26. Courthouse Square.  
www.coldspringtexas.org 936/661-8239 

CROCKETT: Houston County's 175th Birthday May 
30-June 12. www.everythingeasttexas.com 936/544-2238 

JACKSONVILLE: Tops in Texas Rodeo May 15-19.  
Jacksonville Rodeo Arena. www.topsintexasrodeo.com 
903/586-2217 

JEFFERSON: Historical Home Tours and Spring 
Festival May 3-6. www.jefferson-texas.com 888/467-3529 

JEFFERSON: Jefferson Fly-In May 26. Cypress River 
Airport. www.jeffersonflyin.com 

KIRBYVILLE: Texas Country Music Show May 12. Palace 
Theater. 409/423-3319 

KOUNTZE: Big Thicket Trade Days May 25-27. Trade 
Days Grounds 409/880-5667 

LIBERTY: Liberty Opry May 5,12,19, 26. www.libertyopry.  
com 877/729-9103 

LONGVIEW: Cinco de Mayo May 5. Maude Cobb Activity 
Center. 903/736-5825 

LONGVIEW: AlleyFest May 11-13. Downtown. www.alley 
fest.org 903/237-4040 

LONGVIEW: Party in the Pines Motorcycle Rally 
May 25-27. Longview Fairgrounds. www.pinerally.com 
903/736-2693 

LUFKIN: Summer Fest Texas May 19. George H.  
Henderson Jr. Exposition Center. www.summerfesttexas.com 
936/633-0349 

MONTGOMERY: Montgomery Antique Festival May 
5-6. Historic downtown. www.hmba.com 936/597-5004 

MOUNT PLEASANT: Moonlight Festival and State 
Championship Outhouse Races May 19. Downtown in 
Caldwell Park. www.mtpleasanttx.com 903/572-8567 

NACOGDOCHES: Texas National 2012 May 1-26.  
The Cole Art Center. www.finearts.sfasu.edu 936/468-1131 

THE WOODLANDS: Memorial Day Weekend 
Celebration May 26-27. www.thewoodlandscvb.com 
281/363-2447 

WINNSBORO: Spring Festival May 12-13. Downtown.  
www.winnsboroonlineguide.com 903/342-5267

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
ARLINGTON: Texas Scottish Festival and Highland 
Games May 4-6. Maverick Stadium at UT Arlington. www.  
texasscottishfestival.com 800/363-7268 

ARLINGTON: Country Music Revue May 5,12,19, 26.  
Arlington Music Hall. www.arlingtonmusichall.com 

ATHENS: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 5. Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center. www.athenstx.org 903/670-2277 

ATHENS: Old Fiddlers' Contest and Reunion May 25.  
Courthouse Square. www.athenstx.org 903/675-1859 

BASTROP: Pine Street Market Day May 12. Downtown.  
www.bastropbusinesswomen.com 512/303-6233 

BELLVILLE: Market Day on the Square May 5.  
Downtown. www.bellville.com 979/865-3407 

BELTON: Market Days May 19. Downtown. www.  
downtownbelton.com 254/721-4693 

BRENHAM: Maifest May 4-5. Downtown. www.maifest.  
org 888/273-6426 

CAMERON: Dewberry Festival May 18-19. Wilson
Ledbetter Park www.cameron-tx.com 254/697-4979 

CANTON: First Monday Trade Days May 3-6. www.  
visitcantontx.com 877/462-7467 

COLUMBUS: Rolling Hills Challenge Bicycle Ride 
May 12. Begins at Beason's Park. www.columbuslionsclub.org 

DALLAS: Concerts in the Garden Series May 1, 3, 8, 
10, m,722,24, 29,31. Dallas Arboretum. www.dallas 
arboretum.org 214/515-6500 

DALLAS: Dallas Symphony Orchestra May 3-5,11-13, 
25-26. Meyerson Symphony Center. www.dallassymphony.  
com 214/692-0203 

DALLAS: CityArts Festival May 25-27. Fair Park. www.  
cityartsfestival.com 214/421-9600 

DALLAS: Dallas International Festival May 26. www.  
dfwinternational.org 

DENTON: Twilight Tunes Concert Series May 3,10,17, 
24, 31. Courthouse on the Square. www.dentonmainstreet.  
org 940/349-8529 

DENTON: Cinco de Mayo May 5. Quakertown Park and 
Denton Civic Center. www.dentoncinco.org 940/369-3909 

EDDY: Mayfest Celebration and Barbecue Cook-Off 
May 11-12. www.bruceville-eddytx.com 254/859-5774 

EMORY: Founders Day May 4-5. www.foundersday 
festival.org 903/473-2465 

ENNIS: National Polka Festival May 25-27. Downtown 
Ennis and Czech Halls, www.nationalpolkafestival.com 
972/878-4748 

FARMERS BRANCH: Liberty Fest May 26. Liberty Plaza 
and Farmers Branch Historical Park. www.fblibertyfest.com 
972/919-2620 

FORT WORTH: Mayfest May 3-6. Trinity Park. www.  
mayfest.org 817/332-1055 

FORT WORTH: Cliburn Gold May 4-6. Grand finale of the 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra's symphonic series. Bass 
Performance Hall. www.fwsymphony.org 817/665-6000 

FORT WORTH: Crowne Plaza Invitational May 21-27.  
Colonial Country Club. www.crowneplazainvitational.com 
817/840-2219

& 3s

MAY 2012 1 texashighways.com 73



c1A1 

a SAIL 

Contact us today for information 
about the Canyon Lake Area 

activities & upcoming events 

Canyon Lake Area Chanliber of CollnilelCie 
83.96.23-80.2.14

k-r ,

*Join Us* 
Parker County Peach Festival< 

July 14 
Parker Co Sheriff Posse Rodeo* 

June 13-16 

* Silverado Brazos Bash 
September 23 - October 2 

First Monday Trade Days * 
Every Month 

Farmer's Market, Historic Downtown, 
Shopping, Golf, Entertainment

-1

Traveler

TH SPOTLIGHT

SPLASHES OF INTRICATELY CRAFTED, MULTICOLORED GLASS DECORATE THE 
Dallas Arboretum for the Dale Chihuly exhibit from May 5 through November 5. The 
Dallas show marks Chihuly's 12th garden exhibit, though he's displayed work in more 
than 200 museum collections worldwide. His freestanding glass sculptures and instal
lations scatter throughout the 66-acre grounds and include a piece that will make its 
debut opening night. On Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday nights from May to July, 
the Arboretum holds Chihuly Nights and illuminates the sculptures for evening view
ing. The annual Concerts at the Arboretum series accompanies the exhibit (Tue and 
Thu) and features music ranging from '80s bands to Elvis tributes. The Arboretum also 
offers Italian-inspired dining options for guests as they stroll through the garden at 
night. For other Chihuly events, call 214/515-6500; www.dallasarboretum.org.

FORT WORTH: Prairie Fest x 3 May 26. Tandy Hills 
Natural Area. www.tandyhills.org 817/731-2787 

GAINESVILLE: Lavender Festival May 26-28. Lavender 
Ridge Farms. www.lavenderridgefarms.com 940/665-6938 

GARLAND: Symphony Orchestra Concert May 11. Gran
ville Arts Center. www.garlandsymphony.org 972/926-0611 

GIDDINGS: Lee County Fair and Rodeo May 17-19.  
Firemen's Park. www.giddingstx.com 979/542-3455 

GRAND PRAIRIE: Big Mamou Cajun Festival May 5-6.  
Traders Village. www.tradersvillage.com 972/647-2331 

GRAPEVINE: Main Street Days May 18-20. www.  
grapevinetexasusa.com 800/457-6338 

HICO: Texas Steak Cook-Off May 19. Downtown.  
www.texassteakcookoff.com 254/485-2020 

IRVING: Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra Performance 
May 12. Irving Arts Center. www.lascolinassymphony.org 

LEWISVILLE: Jam Session in Old Town Lewisville May 
10. City Hall. www.cityoflewisville.com 972/219-3401 

LEXINGTON: Annual Homecoming May 3-6. http:// 
lexingtontexas.com/homecoming.htm 979/773-4334

LULING: Field Day May 17. Luling Foundation Farm.  
www.lulingfoundation.org 830/875-2438 

MCKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days May 18-20.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MESQUITE: "Caledonian Air: Folk Songs from the 
British Isles" May 20. Mesquite Arts Center. www.the 
texasvoices.org 214/384-6336 

MOUNT VERNON: Piney Woods Wine Festival May 19.  
Downtown square. www.pineywoodswinetrail.com 
903/537-4365 

NOCONA: Fun Fest May 19. www.nocona.org 940/825-3526 

PARIS: Uncle Jesse's Memorial Big Bass Classic May 5.  
Pat Mayse Lake. www.unclejessefishing.com 800/727-4789 

PLANO: Asia Fest May 5. Haggard Park. www.asianamerican 
heritage.org 214/556-9852 

RICHARDSON: Cottonwood Art Festival May 5-6. Cotton
wood Park. www.cottonwoodartfestival.com 972/744-4580 

RICHARDSON: Wildflower! Arts and Music Festival 
May 18-20. Galatyn Park. www.wildflowerfestival.com 
972/744-4580

74 texashighways.com I MAY 2012

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 
U

is K $ f 4 F" 

t 

a 

J 

Oki 

i' .E ,. j ! f tfV si 
i r ! fir, r t 

411



ROUND TOP: Poetry Forum May 4-6. Round Top Festival 
Institute, Jaster Road at Texas 237. http://poetryatroundtop.  
eventbrite.com 979/249-3129 

SALADO: Music Trail Weekend May 11-13. Main Street.  
www.saladoevents.com 254/947-8634 

SEGUIN: Ag Festival May 3. Texas Agriculture 
Education and Heritage Center. www.visitseguin.com 
800/580-7322 

SEGUIN: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 11. Downtown 
Central Park. www.visitseguin.com 800/580-7322 

SHERMAN: Melody Ranch Bluegrass Festival 
May 30-June 2. Chrystal Opry House at Melody Ranch.  
www.chrystalopryhouse.com 903/546-6893 

SMITHVILLE: Smithville Fly-In and Pancake Breakfast 
May 12. Municipal Airport. www.smithvilletx.org 

WAXAHACHIE: Scarborough Renaissance Festival 
May 1-28. www.srfestival.com 972/938-3247 

WAXAHACHIE: Cinco de Mayo Festival May 5. Singleton 
Plaza. http://waxahachie5de5.com 972/938-3434 

WEATHERFORD: First Monday Trade Days May 4-6.  
www.weatherfordparks.com 817/598-4351 

WEATHERFORD: Quilter's Guild of Parker County 
Annual Quilt Auction May 17. www.quiltersguildofparker 
county.org 817/441-2471 

WEIMAR: Gedenke Festival May 11-12. Downtown.  
www.weimartx.org 979/725-9511

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
EDINBURG: La Epoca de Oro: Mexican Cinema of the 
Golden Age in the Rio Grande Valley May 1 to end of Aug.  
Museum of South Texas History. www.mosthistory.org 

EDINBURG: Market Days May 12. Downtown square.  
www.edinburg.com 956/383-4974 

MCALLEN: Music After Hours Outdoor Concert Series 
and Art Walk May 4. Archer Park. www.mcallenchamber.  
com 956/687-2787 

SAN ANTONIO: Baroque to Bauhaus: Designs from the 
Tobin Collection May 1-June 10. McNay Art Museum. www.  
mcnayart.org 210/824-5368

SAN ANTONIO: Savor the Arts May 10. Russell Hill 
Rogers Galleries and Lecture Hall. www.swschool.org 
210/224-1848, ext. 306 

SAN ANTONIO: Tejano Conjunto Festival May 10-12.  
Guadalupe Theater. www.guadalupeculturalarts.org 210/271-3151 

SAN ANTONIO: Fiesta Noche del Rio May 11-12,18-19, 
25-26. River Walk's Arneson River Theatre. www.fiesta 
nochedelrio.com 210/226-4651 

SAN ANTONIO: Culinaria Wine and Culinary Arts 
Festival May 16-20. Various venues. www.culinariasa.org 
210/822-9555 

WESLACO: Alfresco Weslaco May 17. www.weslaconow.  
com 956/969-0838

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 
from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  
Send future event information to: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009; fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, 
Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep. 1.

When do you renew?

We'll send an e-mail to remind you! 
Go to wwwTxDMVgov or w\ww v registeredtexan.com and click on "eReminder." Just 
enter some basic info, and you'll automatically receive an e-mail reminder 3 weeks 
before your vehicle registration is due. We'll send another reminder 1 week before 
your registration sticker expires. Sign up for eReminder. And make renewing your 
vehicle registration sticker downright unforgettable.  

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
HELPING TEXANS GO. HELPING TEXAS GROW.

Put 
Texas in
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r WITH CHET GARNER 

Keepin'it Weird 
in South Austin 

ANYTIME I day-trip to the big city, I like to pick an 

area and explore every nook and cranny rather than 

spend my time in a car traversing the urban jungle.  

With that in mind, I set out to explore South Austin.  

Nowhere does the "Keep Austin Weird" slogan ring 

truer than in this section of Texas' Capital City.

9:00 a.m. I stopped 

7 by Jo's Coffee on South 
Congress for a signature "Iced 
Turbo." This magical mixture 
of coffee, espresso, half-and
half, and sweetened condensed 

milk (along with chocolate 

and hazelnut syrups) tasted a 

lot like a milkshake, but with 
more than enough caffeine 
to get my day revved up and 
ready for action. I threw in a 

locally baked cinnamon roll, 
and it was full speed ahead.  

10:00 a.m. While in 
the South Congress 

district, I spent some time 
exploring the eclectic mix of 
shops, art galleries, and gen
eral shenanigans up and down 
one of Austin's most vibrant 

boulevards. While it was still 
early by South Austin stan
dards, the street was already 

full of vendors hawking their 

handmade knickknacks and 
aspiring musicians playing 
for anyone who might lend 

an ear. I popped into Uncom

mon Objects and browsed 
its aisles of bizarre, antique 

miscellany and then walked 

over to Lucy in Disguise 
with Diamonds costume

shop and talked myself out of 

spending the rest of the day in 
full Sasquatch attire. I'm pretty 
sure nobody would have even 

noticed on South Congress.  
Next I explored Tesoros Trad
ing Company with its thou
sands of imported handicrafts 
and then Big Top Candy Shop 
with its wide assortment of 
candies-and chocolate
covered bacon.  

12:00 p.m.  
Before I Contac 

spoiled my lunch Conv 
on candy, I opted Visito 
for a legitimate 800/ 

meal at one of www.au

South Congress' 
restaurants on 

wheels (a.k.a. food trailers), serv

ing everything from German 
sausage to Moroccan feasts.  

I chose The Mighty Cone's 
tasty Hot & Crunchy Chicken
Avocado Cone, a "deep-sau

teed" (deep-fried) chicken 
breast and avocado topped 
with a spicy cream sauce, 
rolled in a tortilla, and dropped 
in a paper snow-cone cup.  

1:00 p.m. For dessert, 
I headed to Bananarchy 

for a chocolate- and-peanut-

butter-dipped frozen banana 

that was every bit as delicious 

as it sounds. Viva La (banana) 

Revolution! 

1:45 p.m. Next on the 

list was Zilker Park, Aus
tin's largest playground. When 

not crowded for a weekend 

event, this laid-back park makes 
the perfect place to lounge 
around, toss a Frisbee, and just 

enjoy the Texas 
sunshine.

:t the Austin 
ention and 
rs Bureau at 
926-2282; 
stintexas.org.

3:00 p.m.  
As the sun 

heated up the af
ternoon, I made 

my way to Bar-

ton Springs Pool.  
This spring-fed 

oasis in Zilker Park holds steady 
at a crisp 68 degrees year 

round and has been keeping 
visitors cool for more than 

200 years. A few hours alter

nating between dips in the 
water and warm naps on the 

grassy hill had me more re
laxed than an all-day Swedish 

massage and an Enya CD.  

r 6:00 p.m. Another 
outstanding benefit to 

trailer dining is that swimsuits

and flip-flops are absolutely 

encouraged (although it isn't 
( much different at many Austin 

I restaurants). So, fresh out of 

I the pool, I headed for Torchy's 
I Tacos trailer on South First to 
I devour a couple of its famous 

green chile-pork tacos.  

7:30 p.m. With the 
daylight fading, I 

grabbed a swirled soft-serve 

custard from Sandy's and 

made my way to the Ann 
Richards Congress Avenue 
Bridge to watch the evening 
exodus of the estimated 1.5 

million Mexican free-tailed 
bats that live under the 
bridge (between late March 

and late October).  

AS THE BATS took to the sky 
to begin their nightly foray, 
my journey was just wrap

ping up. South Austin is an 
incredibly quirky place. And 
if being unique automatical
ly qualifies something as 
"weird," then Texas must be 
the weirdest place on earth.  
And I'm absolutely fine with 
that. So, whether you follow 

w my footsteps or forge your 

own path, I hope to see you 
I on the road. T
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Photograph by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

NO SHAKES, NO PROBLEM "A hand-held camera works great most of the time," 
says TH Photo Editor Griff Smith, "but in some situations, you may need to stabilize it.  
If your photos aren't as sharp as you'd like, then consider using a tripod. If you don't 
have a tripod, you can use the back of a chair or brace the camera against a wall." 
Smith used a tripod to capture this image of the concert hall at the Round Top Festival 
Institute (better known as Festival Hill). "Since I was going for a longer exposure 
[in order to use a higher F-stop for greater depth of field], I needed the 
tripod to keep the camera steady," he says. See texashighways.com/ 
windowontexas for the TH video on shooting with a tripod.  

Round Top Festival Institute is at 248 Jaster Rd. in Round Top, 16 miles 
northeast of La Grange. The 2012 Round Top Music Festival runs June 9-July 14.  
For details, call 979,'249-3129; www.festivalhill.org.

Tooder a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texa ig wa yspri ts.com.
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