
r 

t- I 

4

- e 

A ,7 

,u <j% ad. x iy 

zg 1, 

(~1 

1fx a M " , e, 4 - Y,, ' ' a4, V It! .y ,, , -w ~ 3."". 4 

-S395( i, - S 

.t> <!0 3r > 

7 "r 1 l > ~ 

>44 

- It 

W tit.4 &''k 

o. 719 47390 

' & , Y 1 t .'+ ' w ti Y , : 4 ' t . ' ,9 ,t i



Up Frot 

Last Chance to See the 
Byzantine Frescoes 

VEN T U T E L 

Collection offers multiple extraor

dinary experiences of art, creativity, 
and spirituality, none quite compares to 

the meditative quiet and serenity of the 

Byzantine Fresco Chapel. For me, a visit 

to the chapel-no matter how brief-has 

been a required and soul-sustaining stop 

since it first opened to the public in 1997.  

Now we only have a few weeks to enjoy 

the experience of the frescoes one last time.  

On March 4, the chapel will close, and 

the frescoes will leave Houston, return

ing, as originally agreed, to the Orthodox 

Church of Cyprus. The frescoes them

selves are awe-inspiring works, and merit; 

special attention independently. But the 

chapel, designed by Francois de Menil, 
creates the experience of reverence 

essential to a true appreciation of the The Men t of ectio's Byzantine Fresco Chapel will dose 
frescoes. In fact, the chapel is a conse- March 4, and the frescoes will return to the Orthodox Churc 
crated space and it has drawn hundreds of Cyprus, as agreed when thefrescoes were purchased.  
of thousands of "worshippers." You still 

might have time to take part in one of the special events planned by The Menil Collection to 

celebrate the frescoes before they're moved. (Visit www.menil.org or wvw.byzantinefresco 

chapel.org. And we'll post the information at www.texashighways.cam).
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we mourn a very different kind of loss for Texas: 

Dublin Dr Pepper is no more. It turns out that the par

ent company-Dr Pepper Snapple Group -finally settled what 

they called a trademark infringement issue with the family

owned outfit in Dublin (about 80 miles west of Fort Worth).  

The response? Many agree with Pat Leatherwood, vice 

sp president of the First National Bank of Dublin, who was 

name will no longer appear on the quoted in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram saying, "As of today, 

original drinks bottled in Dublin. I will never drink another Dr Peppef." 

Even though the larger company says -t will continue to 

operate the Dublin bottling plant, and the popular soda fountain and museum will no doubt 

stay busy, without the town's name, it won't be the same. After all, the Dublin Dr Pepper 

bottling plant kept the original recipe alive when virtually all others abandoned the true Dr 

Pepper faith. One would think that the popularity of Dublin Dr Pepper would be good thing.  

Does it make sense that this corporate "Goliath" would concern itself with such a picturesque 

"David" figure? It takes a court case to answer such questions. All I can suggest is that many 

adherents to the Dr Pepper code will be buying another drink to go with -heir Fritos.  

FroIlown THr~ rn Faceboo and Twnitter W .
Folo ~o Fcbok n -Tite Charles J. Lohrmann, Editor-in-Chief
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Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 
Is border travel safe? 

Postcards 
Kidding Around in Grapevine 
With an indoor water park, 
a fabulous aquarium, and a 
vintage railroad, Grapevine 

abounds with family fun.  
Plus: A zany market near 

Columbus; the Dr. Seuss

Lady Bird connection.  

TH Taste 
Filler Up! 
Move over, motorists. Three 

reinvented service stations 

in the Metroplex now cater 

to diners. Plus: A wine bar in

I Weekender 
In Bloom 
Roses and other sweet discov

eries await visitors at the Fort 

Worth Botanic Garden. Plus: 

The spring scene at Houston's 

Bayou Bend.  

Speaking of Texas 
Feud of the UT Titans 

During the University of 
Texas' early years, fellow 

regents George W. Littlefield 
and George W. Brackenridge 

waged a philanthropic battle 
that netted UT millions.  

1 TH Traveler 
A roundup of March events 
Texas Independence Day

Gruene highlights Texas wines. events in Gruene and at

Washington-on-the-Brazos 

State Historic Site.  

I TH Daytripper 
Hunting for Sam in Huntsville 

Chet Garner finds a colos

sal version of Sam Houston 

and other reminders of the 
statesman's legacy, visits 

the Texas Prison Museum, 
and revels in his freedom 
at Huntsville State Park.  

Window on Texas 
It's All in the Details 
TH Photography Editor 
Griff Smith suggests nar
rowing your focus when 
it comes to shooting wild

flowers and offers tips on 

macro photography.

About Our Cover 
Panther Cave's name derives from 
an ancient painting of what appears 
to be a mountain lion, one of many 

evocative images in this well-known 
rock art shelter near Seminole Can
yon State Park and Historic Site.  
Photo by Michael Amador 

Photographic 
Prints Available 
Some images in this ssue are available as 
prints in two distinctive formats. For more 
information, call toll-free 866/962-1191, 
or visit www.texashi.-hwaysprints.com.
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Border Travel 
In January Up Front, Editor-in

Chief Charles Lohrmann asks, "When 

does adventure become danger?" As a 

camel-trek guide in the Big Bend region 

since 1998, I have a certain affinity for 

this corner of Texas and often have to 

address the issue of safety for travelers 

near the border. I also guide tours in 

Egypt and Jordan and know, without a 

doubt, my experiences in West Texas 

have helped me put into perspective 

0TH READER 
RECOMMENDATION 

WE REALLY liked Jessica Dupuy's 
coffee article in the January issue! 

There are great places for coffee in 

the little towns of Texas, too: We 

especially like Java Ranch Espresso 

Bar and Cafe in Fredericksburg. In 
thrs family-owned cafe, the coffee is 
prepared and tastes just like it does 

in Italy! 

ANNE AND MATTHIAS NIEMANN, 

Hamburg, Germany 

Java Ranch Espresso Bar and Cafe is 

at 114 E. Main St., 830/990-4517.  

4 texashighways.com I MARCH 2012

localized problems and the effect (or 

lack thereof) they can have on the region 

at large. Well done, sir.  

DOUG BA UM, TH Facebook Fan 

Remembering the Alamo 
Regarding the video "The Alamo: Pre

serving History with Dorothy Black" 

[at www.texashighways.com]: This is 

great! I need to study Texas history all 

over again, and to see my hero Phil Col

lins, an Englishman, get into this just 

confirms the need even more.  

JAMES DUQOIS 

Two Steps Ahead 
I have enjoyed TH for years now, but 

the January issue came in the mail and I 

was shocked. I must express my dissat

isfaction over the opening photo of the 

"Two-Step Texas" article. I had to tear out 

the photo so my mother and granddaugh

ter would not see it. Very disappointing.  

SUSAN SALAZAR, Huntsville 

EDITOR'S NOTE: TH Art Director Jane 

Wu says: "We strive to present an accurate 

picture of what readers can expect at Texas 

destinations. In this case, the subjects 

of the photographs were actual dancers 

at the dance halls. It certainly wasn't our 

intention to offend any of our readers."

The article lists a number of dance 

halls that date back [more than 100] 

years. You didn't mention that the dance 

halls were built by German immigrants.  

German polkas and waltzes echoed in 

those dance halls long before country

western became popular. I'm sure that 

my ancestors living around Twin Sisters 

enjoyed dancing to their favorite songs.  

HARVEYH. WETZ, New Braunfels 

You should visit texasdancehall.org, 

a nonprofit to save and promote historic 

Texas dance halls. Here, 
you can find more than 

500 dance halls and 
maybe a few honky

tonks with directions, 

histories, photos, and a 

calendar of upcoming 

events. Many of them were built around 

the turn of the century with outstanding 

architecture and picturesque settings.  

Tours and lectures can be arranged 

through the website, as well.  

STEVE DEAN 

Camp Hearne Connection 
I read with personal interest the article 

on Camp Hearne [Speaking of Texas, De

cember]. My grandfather, Herbert G. Lock

lier of Calvert, was a fireman at Camp 

Hearne and received an oil painting de

picting a scene in Germany. The artist

signed painting was from a POW named 

Fenderl'44. I don't know anything about 

the artist or whatever became of him.  

Thanks for an interesting story.  

ROBERT LOCKLIER 

CONTACT TH 

We want to hear from you! Send feedback 
and recommendations to: Texas Highways, Box 
141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters05utexas 
htghways.com. We reserve the right to edit iters.  
Because we're unable to check out every recommen
dation, and because hours vary and details can 
change, please call ahead for more information.  

PLEASE PASS THIS MAGAZINE ALONG 

PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER
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INSIDE: FINE DINING IN CONVERTED SERVICE STATIONS..13 BOTANIC GARDEN IN BLOOM...18

S

Kidding Around in Grapevine 
This North Texas town offers an abundance offamily-friendly attractions Text by JENNIFER BABISAK

HEN REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 
PresidentSam Houstonwant
ed to make peace in 1843 with 

10 Native American nations in order 

to open up Texas' northern frontier to 

settlement, he held the treaty negotia

tions at a place known as Grape Vine 

Springs. Settlers began arriving in 1844, 
and the site evolved to become the city of 

Grapevine. (The name probably derived 

from the area's plentiful wild Mustang 

6 texashighways.com [ MARCH 2012

grapes.) Since hosting those peace talks, 
Grapevine has blossomed into a popular 

destination for wine lovers, attracting 

adults for weekends of wine tasting and 

browsing among the shops that line his

toric Main Street. The recent debut of a 

host of kid-friendly attractions, however, 
has transformed Grapevine into an enter

tainment hub for all ages.  

When my husband, Matt, and I heard 

thatvenuessuchas Legoland, SeaLife, and

Great Wolf Lodge had opened their first 

Texas locations here, we put this North 

Texas town on our family's must-visit list.  

And on a crisp, fall weekend, we round

ed up our three youngsters (Caleb, 7; 

Madi, 4; and tod

dler Esther) for Lubble windows through
a surprise-filled, out the Sea Life Grape

weekend getaway. vine Aquarium allow vis
Catering to Le- itors to peer closely at

go-loving Caleb, fish and other marine life.
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we make a beeline The Legoland Discovery 
to Legoland Dis- Center features mini
covery Center, a ture versions of many 
35,000-square- Metrplexlandmarks 
foot attraction lo

cated within the confines of the behemoth 

Grapevine Mills mall. Dubbing itself "the 

world's biggest box of Lego bricks," with 

more than 2 million of the colorful plastic 

pieces on-site, Legoland juxtaposes ac

tivity areas-such as areas for building 

vehicles and racing them down a test 

track-with adventure rides like Kingdom 

Quest,inwhichachariotwhiskslaser-gun

equipped children through medieval

themed rooms as they seek to rescue an 

animated "captured princess." 

In the Miniland area, more than a mil

lion bricks take the shape of well-known 

Dallas-Fort Worth landmarks. Artisans at 

the Lego workshop in Windsor, England, 
spent eight months planning and building 

this miniature version of the Metroplex.  

(Everything is built to 1:30 scale, which is

\. \
~ ~ ~ 14 J

proportional to the height of a Lego mini

figure as compared to that of an average 

human.) The 80-inch-tall replica of the 

Texas Star Ferris Wheel revolves just 

like its 200-foot counterpart in Fair Park.

The Lego version of Cowboys Stadium in 

Arlington, filled with spectator and player 
minifigures, took 352 hours to build.  

Just outside Miniland, Caleb rushes to 

pose with a seven-foot-tall Lego ver sion of

\ 
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Go Mobile With Us! 

The Texas you've always dreamed of 
is now in the palm of your hand. With 
so much to see and do, exploring Lub

bock is now conveniently at your finrger

tips. Go to VisitLubbock.org from you: 
smartphone or tablet device to find 

the best places to eat, shop and play.  

Like Us t 
Follow Us [E = .  

IUBB@FCK.  
Visi(ti bbokLor - * 800.692. 1.035

MARCH 2012 1 texashighways.com 7

r



the Dallas Mavericks'star power forward, pink-and-white Princess Parlor, where 

Dirk Nowitzki. Cal Walsh, Legoland's she takes to the karaoke stage and belts 

Master Model Builder, tells me that Lego- out tunes to her heart's content.  

DirkoriginallyresidedinNowitzki'snative Only steps away from Legoland, also 

Germany.After the Dallas Mavericks won in the mall, the underwater world of Sea 

the 2011 NBA Championship, Walsh used Life Grapevine Aquarium awaits. With 

4,000 yellow bricks to construct a replica an emphasis on conservation, Sea Life 

Larry O'Brien NBA Championship Tro- has enacted successful seahorse-breed

phy, which stands alongside Lego-Dirk. ing, seal-rescue, and turtle-rehabilitation 

Madi, our resident diva, delights in the programs. Inside the 45,000-square-foot

r 

r

aquatic attraction, a "quiz trail" outfitted 

with maritime-themed questions leads 

visitors through 30 displays containing 

more than 5,000 sea creatures.  

Entertainment options 
abound at Great Wolf 

Lodge, including 
a massive indoor water 
park with nine slides.  

Palm trees, cabanas, and strands of 

brightly colored lights lend a tropical feel 

to the Stingray Bay area, where the barb

tailed creatures entertain guests from 

their ocean tank. Here, as in all Sea Life 

exhibits, a sign denotes the rays' en

dangered species rating (ranking them 

on a scale from 

Endangered Kept at atempe rat re of 84 
to Least Con- degrees, Great Wolf Lodge's 
cern); the cow- Indoor watrpark capti
nose and blue vates children year roind.

8 texashighways.com I MARCH 2012
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Postcards

-.  

spot rays are listed as Near Threatened.  

In the Shark Walk area, we stand atop 

a glass platform and look down upon the 

eerie, grayworld ofthe much-feared crea

tures. A salty-sea smell fills the air as the 

sleek predators glide beneath our feet. On 

one wall, diagrams explain the anatomy of 

a shark; we're amazed to learn that some 

species grow and lose thousands of teeth 

in their lifetimes.  

Another display showcases the larg

est collection of jellyfish in the nation, 
which pulsates with ethereal beauty. The 

cnidarians (the term "fish" is actually a 

misnomer since the creatures lack verte

brae) entwine their hundreds of stringy 

tentacles as they float serenely through 

the water, many of them emitting agentle 

glow that illuminates the tank.  

The Freshwater Swamps area houses 

native Texas fish, which swim among 

moss-covered rocks in large tanks. The 

residents here include species familiar 

to Texas anglers, such as crappie and 

bass (including Texas' state fish, the 

Guadalupe bass).  

Later, in search of local flavor, we stop 

for dinner at Tolbert's, the Southwestern 

restaurant cofounded by journalist and 

historian Frank X. Tolbert Sr., who also 

cofounded the Terlingua Chili Cookoff

0 
0 

I 

0 

0

(now known as the Original Terlingua 

International Championship Chili Cook

off). Not surprisingly, the restaurant is 

famed for its Original Texas Red. We take

Fresh Air &' un 
for Everyone!

March 3-4: 

March 10: 

March 31-Apr. 7: 

IApril 3-7: 

April 14-15: 

April 20-21: 

/May 4-5:

Texas Independence Day Celebration at 
Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site 

International Guitar Festival 

LaBahia Antiques Show & Sale 

The Original Round Top Antiques Show 

Chappell Hill Bluebonnet Festival 

Burton Cotton Gin Festival 

Brenham Maifest presents "Country Flavors"

FOR A FREE VISITOR'S GUIDE, CALL 1-800-509-1752 -VISITBRENHAMTEXAS.COM 
On Hiwy. 290, halfiviay between Austin and Houston

MARCH 2012 1 TEXAS HIGHWAYS 9

The Grapevine Vintage our seats in the 

Railroad takes passen- midst of a festive 

gers from downtown atmosphere-the 

Grapevine to the Fort restaurant's flat
Worth Stockyards. screen TVs broad

cast the opening 

strains of "The Star Spangled Banner," as 

Game 3 of the Rangers World Series run 

begins in the nearby Rangers Ballpark.  

Matt goes for a bowl of the famous chili 

while the kids and I opt for less spicy fare, 
choosing classics like grilled cheese and 

chicken strips.  

Next, we make our way to Great Wolf 

Lodge, where the children step into the 

five-story atrium of the North Woods

themed resort and discover the most ex

traordinary lodging experience of their 

young lives-a water park inside a hotel! 

Though our room is comfortably appoint

ed with cozy, cabin-inspired decor

metal lamps take the shape of moose and 

bears, and pine planks form the bed's 

headboard and nightstands-we spend
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We have the Sounds of Texas Music Series, / 
great winter golf, early Texas history 

® , everything 
in between! 

, An average daytime temp of 68 degrees makes 

Conroe, Texas the Winter Vacation Destination.  

S Perfect for golf, or birding in the great outdoors 
followed by a concert at the beautiful Crighton Theater.  

Visit our website and view our Events Calendar for what's 7 

going on during your stay. - .  

Order your 24 page Visitors Guide C ON FROE 
ca rec' online today.  

3/12 1-877-426-6763 Www.playinconroc.com

little time there. The Railroad's leisurely 
Instead, we take pace allows riders to 

in Great Wolf's take in the sights along 

plentiful enter- its 21-mileroute.  

tainment options.  
Pajama-clad children flock to the 

nightly storytime in front of the three

story, stone fireplace. A plethora of kid

themed shops includes Scooops Kid Spa, 

The Grapevine Vintage 
Railroad's 21-mile route 

departs from Grapevine's 
historic downtown and 
arrives at Fort Worth's 

Stockyards.  

which decks youngsters out in fluffy pink 

robes, pampers them royally, and tops 

off their spa experience with a scoop 

of ice cream. We make countless trips 

up the six-story staircase to reach the 

Bear Track Landing water park's nine 

slides, and later [continued on page 12 0

10 texashighways.com I MARCH 2012
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Postcards

Industrial Country Marl 
This family-owned enterprise near Columbus is part hardw, 

part gallery space, part greenhouse, and completely off the , 

TRAVELERS ALONG US 71 OFTEN DO A DOUBLE-TAKE 
about eight miles northwest of Columbus when they spot an ar

ray of solar panels flanked by a large, metal sign bearing the 

words "Industrial Country Market." A row of colorful "bottle 
trees" (six-foot-tall, wood-and-rebar structures adorned with re

cycled bottles) leads visitors down a gravel drive to a collection 
of corrugated-metal buildings, the largest of which houses ICM's 
main retail space-a 6,300-square-foot maze of merchandise 
from tiny screws and surplus containers to handmade jewelry.  

But ICM's storefront only tells part of the story. The sprawling 
compound also functions as an education center, an art space, 
and a garden-demonstration area. Constructed mostly with recy

cled, reused, and repurposed materials and powered by solar en

ergy, wind turbines, and recycled peanut oil, the whole place is 
actually one big demonstration project, fueled by the owners' pas

sion for a sustainable lifestyle. Not only is ICM off the electrical

grid, it harvests rainwater 
from roofs via gutters and 

aqueducts in order to have 

its own water supply.  

Besides the gargantuan 

market, visitors can tour a 

gallery space, diverse gar

dens, and a hydroponics greenhouse. Industrial Country Market's 
Founder Dan Bretch, who, along with intriguing grounds include 
his wife, son, daughter-in-law, and ne- a sculpture garden.  
phew, operate ICM, teaches monthly 
solar classes, the next one on March 18. Other events include a 
Gardening and Hydroponics class on March 19, and ICM's 1st an
nual Trunk Show on March 31-April 1, during which local artists will 
sell their creations and other vendors will offer information on solar 
and wind energy. Call 979/732-6565; www.icm71.com.-Nola McKey
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Postcards 

Dr. Seuss, 
in Austin "

ART on 5th highlights the author's 

connection with Lady Bird 

IN 1971, THEODOR GEISEL-THE 
author better known as Dr. Seuss-re

leased his children's book The Lorax, a 

book whose message paralleled Lady 

Bird Johnson's devotion to preserving 

landscapes across the country. In fact, 
the LBJ Library in Austin owns Geisel's 

original Lorax drawings, thanks to 

some clever deal-making by President 

Johnson. At the Austin gallery ART on 

5th from March 2 through March 31, 
that story-along with more than 80 

Dr. Seuss artworks-highlights Gei

sel's contributions to literature, art, 
and the environment. Call 512/481

1111; www.arton5th.com. -Lori Moffatt

continued fror page 1oo grab inner tubes 

for a relaxing float in the wave pool and 

lazy river ride.  

After such active pursuits, we wel

come the next day by sinking into the 

forest-green cushions of the Grapevine 

Vintage Railroad. The 1953 GP-7 diesel 

locomotive pulls a string of 1920s Vic

torian-style coaches on the 21-mile trip 

from the Cotton Belt Depot, in Grape

vine's historic downtown, to the Fort 

Worth Stockyards. We lounge in air-con

ditioned comfort, taking in the sites 

through the four-foot-tall windows that 

line the entire length of the coach. The 

train rolls along at a gentle clip, offering 

a relaxing departure from the hustle and 

bustle of highway travel. Esther presses 

her face to the window in delight as we 

chug past rollerbladers, golfers, thick 

swaths of trees, and fields of cattle. The 

train grinds to a halt at a junction, giving 

the conductor the opportunity to ask 

passengers geography-trivia questions

From Russia: Fechin and Gaspard in the Southwest 
February 18 - June 2, 2012 at Stark Museum of Art in Orange, Texas

Explore the artistic contributions of 
Nicolai Fechin and Leon Gaspard, 

artists who emigrated from 
Russia and settled in the 

American Southwest.  

Both brought academic training, 
knowledge of European art and 

evocative memories of their 
homeland. Visit this exhibition to 

see the strong, individual style 
each developed to create art in 

this new environment.

STARK 

MUSEUM OF ART

12 TEXAS HIGHWAYS I MARCH 2012

like "What's the longest river in the U.S.?" 

Upon returning to Grapevine, we walk 

to nearby Main Street Bread Baking Com

pany. The European-stylebistro dishes out 

sandwiches served on fresh-baked bread 

along with soups and salads. We admire 

the tarts and cakes in the dessert case, but 

start with hearty bowls of tomato-basil 

soup, crisp baguettes, and banana crepes 

featuring a chocolate-hazelnut filling.  

My husband and I save just enough room 

for a parfait glass of plump strawberries 

swimming in a brandied cream sauce-a 

dessert that echoes the sweet memories of 

our family's weekend together. , 

Grapevine 
is on Texas 114, between Dallas 
and Fort Worth. For details, call the 
Grapevine Convention and Visitors Bureau 
at 817/410-3185 or 800/457-6338; www.  
grapevinetexasusa.com.
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F iller Up 
In the Dallas-Fort Worth Metro

plex, three service stations reinvent 
themselves as fine restaurants 

Text by TRACY BEGLAND 

Ful service. A iorner1920s gas station in 
Fort Worth has been reinvented as EHerbe 

Fine Foods, a restaurant and market serving 
seasonal, fare--table uisine.

z 

0

RECENTLY BECAME AWARE OF THREE REPURPOSED SERVICE STATIONS 

n the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex that have raised the bar on roadside din
ing, boasting accolades from Food Network stars Paula Deen and Guy Fieri, 

winning awards from D Magazine and Eon Appdrit, and generally amazing diners 
with cuisine more often found at restaurants whose decor doesn't include self-serve 
pumping bays. Too good to 3e true? My husband, Mike, and I 
lit the highway to investigate.  

The exterior of the Chef Point Cafe, north of Fort Worth 
in Watauga, offers a mere hint of the gourmet gem within: 

Next to the pumping bays, a Conoco sign lures in motorists 
with "Regular, Diesel, and the Best Bread Pudding." But in
side the bustling dining -oom. the evening's specials-whole red 
snapper and New York strip stuffed wit- Canadian bacon and smoked cheese-stop 
us in our tracks. Though it's early on a Wednesday night, diners fill every table.  

Chef Franson Nwaeze is checking on customers, and he s-ops by to visit. A for
mer chef trainer for Macaroni Grill, Nwaeze tells us that he had dreamed of open
:ng his own restaurant for years, and when a partially constructed gas station came 
up for sale, he jumped at the chance to roll the dice. With a million-dollar loan, he 
opened his gas-station-restaurant witz only one modification-a kitchen. "I had 
four tables," Nwaeze says. "Then I got a small newspaper write-up. The next day, 
I had a line that wrapped around the building. We ran out and bought some 
plastic tables and chairs. That was the creation of Chef Pcint Cafe." Wood has 

MARCH 2012 1 texashighways.com 13
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ADD A LITTLE ZEST TO YOUR VACATION 
in Beaumont! Experience pure Texas hospitality 
mixed with a twang of Cajun swing. Enjoy the 
great outdoors, historic home tours, delicious 
cuisine, and great shopping. Start planning now, 
the discoveries in Beaumont are endless.

ter. '
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Diners flock to Chef Point Cafe in atauga for dishes 

like stuffed flounder and lamb chops.  

replaced the plastic, but there's not a 

white tablecloth to be found.  

For the cafe's appearance on Guy Fi

eri's show Diners, Drive-Ins, and Dives, 
Nwaeze served his time-intensive dack 

i l'orange, and so Mike-who orders 

this rich dish every chance he ge-s-is 

intrigued. A delicious crisp skin enrases 

the boneless duck breast and thigh, which 

are topped with a tangy sauce of citrus, 
tomatoes, and fresh basil. My husband 

grins his approval. "It's the last thing 

you'd expect at a gas station," Mike says.  

I order the popular pork chop stiffed 

with crab. Chef Nwaeze created the en

tree after chatting with a customer about 

her favorite dish. When he added his own 

twist, a creamy asiago sauce, Nwaeze 

says "she went crazy." I can see why. The 

juicy chop, seasoned with Cajun spices 

and stuffed wi-h a rich crab mixture and 

pepper-jack cheese, is served on a bed 

of angel hair pasta-a delicious combo.  

Stomachs full and leftovers in hand, we 

accept reluctantly that we can't sample 

the other 20 entrees on the menu.  

Next, we travel south of downtcwn 

Dallas to the Bishop Arts District, home 
6 
0 
O



of Bolsa, which won D Magazine's restau

rant-of-the-year award in 2009. This hip 

neighborhood hangout occupies a former 

garage opened in 1946 by World War II 

machinist Bill Settles, who literally built 

the business cinderblock by cinderblock.  

The Settles Garage sat on the Dixie Over

land Highway (parts of which are now 

US 80), which once carried drivers from 

Georgia to California. Today, US 80 termi

nates east of Dallas, but the three original 

red garage doors still welcome customers.  

The heart of Bolsa beats outside on its 

patio. A slatted wooden roof shades pic

nic tables with comfy orange-cushioned 

benches. Three large windows connect 

the patio to the bar inside and the world 

of craft cocktails. Bartender Jonathan 

Kencht is happy to talk as he mixes up 

a bourbon-based Kentucky Colonel 

for Mike and a saffron- and pineapple

infused vodka cocktail known as the 

Golden Child for me.  
Bolsa recalls a [continued on page 16 0

Come and Taste It
The Grapevine in Gruene highlights Texas wines 

A REVIVAL BEGINNING IN THE 1970s HAS TRANS- 
formed the former cotton-ginning town of Gruene into a year
round entertainment destination, with dozens of shops in 19th-Century 
buildings, restaurants overlooking the Guadalupe River, canoe and river
rafting outfitters, and Gruene Hall, an 1878 dance hall that claims to be the 
oldest continually running dance hall in Texas. Gruene is in the National 
Register of Historic Places, and there are few places in the state so proud of 
their Lone Star history.  

Little wonder, then, that The Grapevine-a wine bar, wine retailer, and wine
tasting room a few steps away from the dance hall-often highlights its exten
sive inventory of Texas wines at its monthly "Come and Taste It" events, which 
take place on the 3rd Thursday of every month from 5 to 8 p.m. (March's 
event takes place Mar. 15). The free events take place on the Grapevine's 
oak-shaded patio and include tastings of three wines from a selected winery, 
appetizers from area restaurants, and live music. Call 830/606-0093; www.  
grapevineingruene.com. -Lori Moffatt

March 10 - April 7, 2012 
Explore Texas' Largest Azalea Garden 

i _ 41X " Q~ Q 

AzaleaTrail info 
& bloom reports: 

scan the QR Code

Springtime in the Ruby M. Mize Azalea Garden 
showcases the United States' most diverse 
collections of azaleas - just one of many attractions 
during the annual Nacogdoches Azalea Trail. Also 
enjoy interactive e museMS, local shops and a relaxing 
room in a friendly hotel or a charminng B&B.

MARCH 2012 1 texashighways.com 15
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as continued from page 15]

s

Aformer194Os garage in Dallas' Bishop Arts District now houses the hip restaurant Bolsa.

time when creating cocktails was an 

art. Though the bartenders incorpo

rate new ingredients like pink pepper

corns and rhubarb bitters, cocktails

are built upon the 

classics. "These 

days, bartenders 

have to know 

how to make pre

Prohibition cock

tails with ingredi

ents like absinthe 

and mescal and egg 

whites," Kencht 

tells me.  

Happy hour is 

even more crea

tive on Wednes

days. Facebook 

fans submit cockta

foundation of the

tails. My roasted asparagus salad ar

rives with horseradish cream, arugula, 
and candied hazelnuts. Mike's roasted 

pork tenderloin, tender and pink, 
rests next to a salad of fingerling pota-

Leftovers in hand, 
we accept reluctantly 

that we can't sample 

the other twenty entrees 
on the menu.

ingredients, the

crazier the better. "We've made drinks 

with salmon, watermelon, and even 

pistachios," Kencht says. "The challenge 

is to create a drink the whole restaurant 

will enjoy." Recently, Kencht blended 

chocolate-chip-cookie dough with 

vodka to create a popular cocktail called 

Milk and Cookies.  
The cuisine is as fresh as the cock-

toes and a side 

of whole roasted 

okra. We enthu

siastically split 
Bolsa's signature 

dessert, a white 

chocolate rum 

tart topped with 

brfleed bananas.  
Our final stop 

finds us at Fort 

Worth's Ellerbe 

Fine Foods, one of 

Bon Appdtit's best

new restaurants for 2010.  

The patio-once a portico to shelter 

gas pumps and full-serve attendants

now holds tables surrounded by herbs 

growing in galvanized troughs. Though 

inviting, we step into the comfortable yet 

elegant dining room. Fresh-cut flowers 

and rosemary share a vase centered on 

our table, covered by both butcher paper 

and a white tablecloth. We sit below the

16 texashighways.com I MARCH 2012
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original skylight that once provided natu

ral light for hardworking mechanics.  

Co-owners Richard King and Chef 

Molly McCook moved into the 1920s 

building several years ago and began an 

extensive renovation. "There was no roof, 
but the building had great bones and great 

heart," says King. McCook explains the 

concept of their farm-to-table restaurant.  

"I wanted to serve fresh, innovative food 

using local Texas ingredients whenever 

possible. I didn't want to focus on how 

high I could stack a salad or how many 

crazy ways I could cook a chicken. My 

idea was to let the food shine and speak 

for itself." 

The Farmer's Market Salad includes 

tomatoes from the Scott farm in Cisco, 
green bell peppers from Bowie's Carter 

Farms, and arugula from Cox's Farms in 

Azle. My poached-pear popover features 

fruit grown in Poolville. As my fork slices 

the house-made puff pastry, the aroma of 

Swiss raclette fills the air.

Now we face a difficult decision: the 

main course. McCook describes the sea

food entree. "Right now, black-eyed peas 
are in season. We quickly saute them 

with cabbage, onion, and bacon to make 

a warm salad. Paired with a cornmeal

crusted redfish topped with crawfish 

etouffde, it's my play on the summer fish 

fry." I'm sold.  

Before I can reply, my husband nabs 

the redfish but fortunately agrees to 

share. I select the Chef's Choice Steak, 
recently awarded the city's best steak 

by Fort Worth Weekly. Simply seasoned 

with salt, pepper, and a tart spice mix 

called za'atar, the sirloin is worthy of 
its accolades. I enjoy the deconstructed 

baked potato-a combination of new po
tatoes, cheddar cheese, pancetta, and 

green onion creme fraiche-just as much.  

We celebrate journey's end with home

made mint ice cream. The fresh mint fla

vor comes from five varieties of mint 

growing in the troughs bordering the

patio. Its companion, a scoop of Schoki

nag dark chocolate ice cream, is moussey 
with an intense, rich flavor.  

Some Ellerbe customers still remem

ber the original Texaco station and its 

owner. "He's been in here," King says.  
"He's not a big foodie, but he was thank

ful someone took the building and made 

it another good business." 

As for me, I'll never look at a roadside 

service station the same way again.

W.AT 
Service-Station 

Chef Point Cafe is at 5901 Watauga Rd.  
in Watauga. Call 817/656-0080; www.  
chefpointcafe.org.  
Bolsa is at 614 W. Davis St. in Dallas. Call 
214/367-9367; www.bolsadallas.com.  
Ellerbe Fine Foods is at 1501 W. Magnolia 
Ave. in Fort Worth. Call 817/926-3663; 
www.ellerbefinefoods.com.

GA 0 DAUAS 

FORT 
WORTH
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NYM I HOUSTON - April 21, 2012 
San Jacinto Day Festival & Battle Re-Enactment 
San Jacinto Battleground SHS - Free to the Public 
VisitBayArea.com - 866-611-4688 

SRAZO9PORTOMAM 
"Affordable Family Fun on the Texas Gulf Coast" 
Clute, Freeport, Lake Jackson, Surfside Beach 
VisitBrazosport.com - 888-477-2505 

RE5IDIO IA MNIA " .OLIA - March 24-25,2012 
The Annual Goliad Massacre Reenactment 
& Fort Defiance Living History Program 
PresidioLaBahia.org - 361-645-3752 

EALY- July 13-15,2012 
Sealybration: Live Entertainment, BBQ, Carnival & Fireworks 
SealyCommunityFoundation.org - 877-558-7245 

WAMNINGTON-N-THE-W205 PRK - March 3-4,2012 
All tours and demonstrations are FREE 
VisitBrenhamTexas.com - 888-BRENHAM 

Request your FREE brochure at 
www.TexasindependenceTrail.com
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In Bloom 
The Fort Worth Botanic 

Garden can anchor a 
weekend's exploration of 

the Cultural Distri.t 

Text by JUNE NAYLOR 

inspired by the Gardens of Villa Lante 
in central italy, the Rose Garden fEa

tares a series of terraces and fountain.  

The roses bloom in spring and fal.

T HE PROMISE OF SPRING'S COLOR AND FRESH LIGHT, AS WINTER FINALLY 
fades away, brings me to the Fort Worth Botanic Garden a lot these days. The 

daffodils wave their yellow heads and a multitude of pink 

nlosso-ns seem eager to sweeten the lengthening afternoons, and I 

find myself counting my lucky stars-yet again-that I live less 

:han a mile from this beloved escape. U, 
Since opening in the 1930s, the 110-acre sanctuary has served as thtip 

one of the city's most visited outdoor retreats. Sitting halfway 

Between the Fort Worth Cultural District's renowned cluster of art museums and award

winning zoo, barely five minutes west of downtown, the garden serves up a serse of 

-evival, particularly at this :ime of year.  

If there's time for an hour-long ramble, my decision lies in figuring out which part 

of the Garden-there are some 20 areas, including more than a dozen different 

gardens-to explore. On those unpredictable Marc_ and April days that may or may 

not turn up warm, I relish a slow stroll through the Garden's conservatory, a 10,000

square-foot glass building filled with exotic color and tropical texture, including 

cacao, coffee, and banana trees.

18 texashighways.com I MARCH 2012
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From March 3 through April 8, thousands 
of tropical and native butterflies will be released 

into the garden's conservatory as part 
of an exhibit called Butterflies in the Garden.

As I wander the path through the con

servatory's dense rainforest foliage and 

past its waterfalls, accented by bro

meliads, ferns, and palms, my eyes drink 

in a palette of pink, orange, and lush 

greens. I'm transfixed by the faded pur

ple of the flamingo flower and the 

magenta of a fuzzy chenille plant.  

To facilitate discoveries outdoors, I 

pluck a map from the information desk.  

Following the stone walkways that 

snake through the various gardens, I

like watching a mom photograph her 

daughter on a first birthday in front of 

flowering shrubs, and a boyfriend 

capture his girlfriend's sweet smile 

from a stone bridge.  

On warmer days, of course, I'm sharing 

my haven with others hungry for the 

fresh air and blooms. In late spring, 
schoolteachers wrangle restless students 

onto the Texas Native Forest Boardwalk, 
found in the Garden's central section. In 

the densely shaded reaches, kids play in-

teractive games on L piaL 
permanent panels ar(koi) inhabit the 
made with natural y s d d 

materials, designed s 
to teach them about 

conservation and natural history as they 

explore a swath of wild parkland filled 

with native trees and shrubs. Another 

permanent installation is a large panel

~LkI

Upcoming Events 

Summer Fest Texas - May 19th 

Neches River Rendezvous - June 2nd

4,'....  

CONVENTION & 
VISITORS BUREAUwww.VisitLufkin.com * 1-800-409-5649
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With culinary classics, 
a fabulous Texas winery, 

all within minutes, 
there's no doubt you'll find your & 
weekend getaway in the Falls. urreffnthe'61

4F 
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Weekender

The seven-acre Japanese Garden lends itself to 
meditation with its orderly combinations of stone, 

earth, greenery, and water features.  

called Egghead Quiz, detailing birds liv
ing in the Garden, complete with pho

tos of birds' nests and different eggs 

behind glass.  

On sunny afternoons, there's inevitably 

a bride posing for a portrait in the legend

ary Rose Garden, where thousands of 

roses bloom in spring and fall. Found at 

the south end of the Botanic Garden and 

listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places, the Rose Garden features hand

some stone terraces that serve as the back

drop for hundreds of weddings each year.  

Also in the southern reaches of the 

Garden, the serene Japanese Garden 

claims plenty of its own fans. Con

structed in the 1970s and secluded 

within a bamboo-lined perimeter, the 

Japanese Garden unfolds from a central 

pagoda to reveal orderly plantings 

flanked by cypress-lined koi ponds. More 

than 4,000 guests attend a Japanese 

Garden Festival in the spring and again 

in the fall for Japanese-inspired food, 
art, and dance programs.  

Whereas most of the gardens receive 

visitors during daylight hours, nighttime 

attendance heats up from early June 

until July 4th, when thousands of guests 

show up for Concerts in the Garden.  

Cosponsored by the Fort Worth

20 texashighways.com I MARCH2012
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Symphony Orchestra, this extravaganza 

finds couples and families alike spread 

out on blankets to hear live music in 

nearly every genre from classical to rock, 
and to watch the fireworks show that 

caps every performance.  

Sunday brunch tends to be the busiest 

time at The Gardens Restaurant, a lunch 

spot found in the Rock Springs building 

near the Rose Garden. After brunch, I'm 

likely to seek out some of my favorite 

sculptures among the 19 pieces situated 

throughout the Garden. More often than 

not, I wind up beneath a canopy of pecan 

and oak trees, scribbling in my journal at 

the base of a tall, monolithic limestone 

piece called Celestial Jazz.  

The sculpture that moves me most, 
however, is the Charlie Company 

Memorial, which lies at the southwest 

corner of the Garden, just beyond the 

Japanese Garden. I admire the somber 

simplicity found in an arrangement of 

heavy limestone columns (rescued from 

a demolished old mansion on nearby 

Summit Avenue), which represent the 

brotherhood of soldiers who served in 

Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 503rd 

Infantry and the 173rd Airborne Brigade 

in the Vietnam War.  

When summer gives way to fall, I 

enjoy watching the leaves change color 

as the temperatures cool again. That's 

when chubby squirrels with plush tails 

play chase, rushing up to the tops of soar

ing trees, where they shell pecans high 

overhead, hurling green husks to the 

ground. On a serene Wednesday after

noon, those squirrels-and thousands of 

migrating monarch butterflies-might 

be my only company. And that's a bit of 

bliss, right in my own backyard. m 
[More Weekender on page 22 0 

Fort Worth 
Botanic Garden 
is at 3220 Botanic Garden Blvd. in Fort Worth.  

Call 817/871-7686; www.fwbg.org.

SPRING 

IS HERE!I

Port-f ansas® 
&MOSIANC ISL[AND

ABILENE 
The Biggest One Day, One Stage Event in Texas!

Marshall Tucker 
Band 

Roger Creager 

Lee Roy Parnell 

Mark Powell 
and Lariat 

Gary P. Nunn 

Matt Martindale

Eleven Hundred 
Springs 

Jamie Richards 

Whiskey Myers 

Larry Joe Taylor 

Jerrod Medulla 

Charlie Shafter 

Charla Corn 

Bracken Hale

Abilene, Texas 
K1 www.abilenevisitors.com 

800-727-7704

Backporch Productions, LLC 
Tickets and more information: 

www.outlawsandlegends.com
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Be yourself. In a place you really want t) be. Call 1-800-50-PADRE or visit scpadre.com.

Weekender

Bay 
in S

ou Bend 
spring
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Azaleas! Art! Architecture! 
March is the month to visit 
Houston's Bayou Bend 

INTERNATIONAL, COSMOPOLITAN, 
innovative, and energetic-these are words 
often used to describe the bustling port city 
of Houston. But tranquil and wooded? To 
find parts of the city that evoke these adjec
tives, you'll need to search beyond the art 

museums, restaurants, and downtown sky

scrapers-or simply pay a visit this spring 

to Bayou Bend, the elegant former home 

of philanthropist Ima Hogg (1882-1975), 

Bayou Bend's gardens 
today feature not only 

azaleas, but also 
magnolias, daffodils, 
and rare camellias.  

whose 14 acres of organic, manicured gar

dens are at their prettiest in March.  

Year round, Bayou Bend showcases 

one of the nation's foremost collections 
of American decorative arts, and on 

March 9-11, the estate also shines as a 

much-anticipated stop on the River Oaks 
Garden Club's annual Azalea Trail tour.  
Once described by Miss Hogg as being 
"nothing but a dense thicket," Bayou 
Bend's gardens today feature not only 

azaleas, but also magnolias, daffodils, 
and rare camellias.  

Also in March (Mar. 1, 8, 15, and 22), 
Bayou Bend-which normally closes at 
5 each evening-offers opportunities 

to view the gardens and home at twi
light. During these special "Sip and Stroll"
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Kilgore Visitor and Education Center, visitors can 
access Bayou Bend's vast collection of materials 
relating to l9th-Century culture and design.  

evenings, Bayou Bend remains open until 

8 and visitors can enjoy light refreshments 

on the front terrace.  

March 17-18 bring the annual Spring 
House and Gardens Days festival, held at 
Bayou Bend and nearby Rienzi, the for
mer home of philanthropists Carroll Ster
ling and Harris Masterson Ill. (Both Bayou 

Bend and Reinzi are now part of the Mu
seum of Fine Arts, Houston.) During this 

two-day event, which is geared to adults, 
visitors can partake in guided tours of the 
homes' gardens and interact with experts 

on a variety of gardening topics. The fol
lowing Sunday, March 25, is a free Family 
Day (1-5 p.m.), when children will have the 

opportunity to enjoy the gardens.  
When you visit Bayou Bend, don't miss 

the new Lora Jean Kilroy Visitor and Edu

Z cation Center, a LEED-certified, modern 
o complement to Hogg's formal mansion.  
Q The new building expands the house-mu
0 seum's offerings with an orientation gal

o lery, a research library with more than 
a 8,000 books and catalogs, and a gift shop.  

Call 713/639-7750; www.mfah.org.  
o -Lori Moffatt 
O 

6 
d

You Can See 
OUTER SPACE From Here 

Stay in one of Webster's hotels while visiting

f ~

SMALL TOWN CHARM. WORLD CLASS CULTURE.

4A41 Thw& ehaMW. wo& Clad4 Ceu .

Convention and Visitors Bureau 
803 W. Green Ave 

Orange, Texas 
cvb@orangetx.org 

409.883.1011 * 800.528.4906 
www.orangetexas.org

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
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PANTHER CAVE

Text by CHARLES LOHRMANN Photographs by MICHAEL AMADOR

N THE DRAMATICALLY SCENIC 
canyon of the Lower Pecos River, 
where ancient limestone cliffs rise 

steeply above from the water's 

surface, and prehistoric rock art 

awaits in hundreds of shelters eroded over 

eons from the sheer rock face, it seems odd 

that a single year would be the topic of con

versation. After all, the surrounding desert 

landscape appears almost eternal, and on 

the waters of Lake Amistad, the craggy

shoreline environment suggests that time should be con

sidered in a sweep much more vast than just one number 

on the calendar of history: 1954.  

But 1954 is the year we're discussing as our group of four floats in a 

National Park Service jet boat on Lake Amistad. The boat sits mid-channel, 
at the point where the Pecos joins the Rio Grande, not far from the US 90 

high bridge, west of Comstock.  

Why this year instead of all others? 

That's the year of the greatest, most devastating flood ever recorded on the 

Pecos. One summer day, in the midst of a drought, the remnants of a hurricane 

named Alice deluged the Pecos watershed with more than 20 inches of rain in 

a 24-hour period, sending a 95-foot wall of water down the canyon and into 

the Rio Grande. The existing highway bridge across the river was ripped from 

its moorings not far from where we now sit.  

Such weather-borne savagery seems a distant possibility on this warm 

autumn morning, as the members of our group discuss the environment 

of the Lower Pecos. In the boat is rock art expert Carolyn Boyd, Execu

tive Director of the nearby SHUMLA School; archeologist Jack Johnson, 
a program manager with the National Park Service; and Randy Rosales, 
Superintendent of Seminole Canyon State Park. The three organizations 

these people represent: The National Park Service, SHUMLA School, and 

the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, are collaborating on a project 

to document Panther Cave, site of one of the area's most well-known-and 

most threatened-ancient rock art panels.  

Before we proceed to Panther Cave, we're taking a few minutes to watch 

the screen of the boat's depth finder, noting the numbers that indicate how 

many feet of the lake's water lie beneath us here at the canyon's mouth: 12 feet 

here, 18 feet there, 21 feet in another place. The reality is that, even though this 

canyon is more than 80 feet deep, flood waters would not scour out the more 

than 60 feet of sediment that has settled during the 40-plus years since Lake 

Amistad was created. Instead of scouring out the sediment, surging flood 

waters would be expected to rise above the current lake level. That means 

that Panther Cave, seven miles downstream, would be completely inundated,

PREVIOUS SPREAD: Carolyn Boyd, 

Executive Director of the SHUMLA 
School, and noted expert onthe rock 

art of the Lower Pecos, of ers new 

interpretations of the regbAn's rock 

art based on the extensive research 

by the SHUMLA-led team, 

ABOVE LEFT: One of the painted 

figures in Panther Cave.
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and probably destroyed. In fact, all the rock art 

panels in the region are, to at least some degree, 
subject to the damaging effects of erosion and 

vandalism, but Panther Cave is more precarious 

because the lake's water laps at the shoreline only 

yards below the shelter. Even the mud daubers 

seem to be conspiring against this fragile cultural 

site, building their thumb-sized adobe homes 

atop centuries-old painted surfaces.  

After we've made note of water depths, John

son gestures for the rest of us to slip on the head

phones that will protect our ears from the boat 

noise, and he steers the boat out onto the main 

lake, where the craft's hull will slap loudly over 

the surface at 40 miles per hour for the 15 minutes

it takes to cover the distance to Panther Cave.  

With all sound blocked out, I imagine how the 

country looked before the damming of the Rio 
Grande inundated thousands of acres-and hun

dreds of rock art sites-back in the 1960s. I've 
made this same trip in the spring, when dozens 

of great blue herons nest on small crags jutting out 

of the cliff face, amidst the red flowers of ocotillo.  

Today, a pair of osprey criss-cross the sky.  

We pass Parida Cave, another painted shelter 
realistically accessible only by water and man

aged by the National Park Service. Within min

utes, Johnson guides the boat on a wide arc into 
the mouth of Seminole Canyon, where we tie up 
at the dock that allows access to Panther Cave.
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As part of the Paither Cave 
project, researchers document 

every painted figure in pains
taking detail. The documentary 

and preservation project is 
a collaboration among the 

SHUML A School, the National 
Park Service, and the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department.
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Project Archeologist Amanda The front cf the shelter is protected by a screen 

Castaneda (above, on the right) of chain link fence, but Johnson has ferried 

and Research Assistant Angel members of Boyd's staff from SHUMLA a half 

Johnson (both SHUMLA staff) hour ahead cf us and they are already at work, 
document details of one of Pan- documenting details of the painted panel with 

ther Cave's larger painted figures. their respective tools.  

At this point, I'm remembering a :cnversation 

with Carolyn Boyd about the significance of the rock art of the Lower Pecos 

region. She explained, "These paintings can be understood as the oldest books 

in North America. These images are not just of shamans painting pictures o

themselves, but rather of ancestor spirits that have been deified." 

I'm acting as if I understand all this, next asking Boyd how the Texas rock 

art fits into the global perspective. "These panels can be seen as relating to the 

codices of Mesoamerica, but they're older," she says, adding that "these pain:

ings represent complex belief systems. And they're among the most composi

tionally complex in the world." 

The rock art of the Lower Pecos has drawn students, scientists, art histo

rians, and curious tourists for decades. When the Southern Pacific railroad 

came through in the late 1800s, the rock art already figured prominently in 

the region's lore. By the 1930s, artist For-est Kirkland accomplished a major 

documentary project by painting his own scale representations of the art (see 

reproductions of these paintings in The Rock Art of Texas Indians by Forres: 

Kirkland, with text by W.W. Newcomb, Jr., published by the University of 

Texas Press, now out of print).  

In recent years, Boyd has offered new interpreta

tions of the rock art and has drawn increased inter- RIC HT: Rock art shelters 

national scholarly attention to the work by pointing appear in the limestone diffs 

out its global significance. In short, this significance along the Rio Gran le and Pecos, 

is a major factor supporting why the new, advanced- The cliffs accentuate the rug

technology scanning project has come to pass. ged dese-t environment.
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To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or v0it www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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PANTHER CAVE
TH ESSENTIALS

LANGTRY Pecos To 10 River & Ozona 

PECOS 1024 

Rio " HIGH 
Grande BRIDGE 

SEMINOLE - PANTHER 
CANYON STATE U CAVE 

HISTORICAL PARK f

dU L ihbu llfId~L P y ii .'y2 

5HUVLA Sch00i board Chairndii Lfton Pi efft t, astiVe as an ar chedu gist n the r~egi on fobr decades 
(since well before Lake Amistad was impounded) briefs researchers on the rock art project. Note that 
the group sits not far from where the Pecos highway bridge washed out in 1954.  

As Boyd points out, "this laser scanning will provide us with a baseline 

for site condition and will help us monitor spalling and accretions at the 

micron level." She continues, "this laser mapping will create a 3D model, a 

virtual representation of the cave's morphology. Then, stereo photography 

creates a 3D model of the color imagery at super-high resolution. This color 

photograph of the rock art is then 'wrapped' on the 3D model of the cave." 

It's possible to get a sense of what this project ultimately means by visit

ing a representation of Panther Cave at the National Park Service Visitor's 

Center, located several miles down the road toward Del Rio. There, a modest 

installation represents a scale model of Panther Cave, along with interpre

tive background about the rock art and the indigenous people who inhabited 

the region in centuries past.  

Meanwhile, back in the cave, the SHUMLA staffers are coordinating 

the detailed documentation of each and every figure, no matter how faded 

and obscure, to be used in the analysis of the art. Project Archeologist 

Amanda Castaneda directs some of the documentation work with data 

collected in enormous binders. This data includes detailed sketches that 

offer minute details concerning hundreds of figures and shapes from dif

ferent sites. A complete visual vocabulary has emerged. Research Assistant 

Angel Johnson demonstrates how a quirk in a particular Canon camera's 

firmware allows the capture of a specific color range that elucidates details 

otherwise not visible.  

FACING PAGE: A side view of As I'm working to assimilate all this information, 
a major figure in the Panther I notice that Randy Rosales has taken a couple of the 

Cave shelter. You can see workers aside to observe the noisy buzzing of the 

the panther figure on the Bewick's wren, and to distinguish its call from the 

far end of the photo, more melodic canyon wren, or even the cactus wren,

Amistod% 
International 

Reservoir

To 
Del Rio

Panther Cave 
and Lower 
Pecos Rock Art 
The SHUMLA School, 117 Sanderson Street, 
Comstock, 78837,432/292-4848; www.shumla.org 

Seminole Canyon State Park and Historic Site, 
US 90 W. and Park Road 67, Comstock, 78837, 
432/292-4464; www.tpwd.state.tx.us/findadest/ 

parks/seminole_canyon.  

Amistad/NPS Visitors' Center, 9685 US 90 W, 
Del Rio, 78840,830/775-7491; www.nps.gov\amis.  

White Shaman Tour, Galloway White Shaman 
Preserve. Rock Art Foundation; www.rockart.org.  

which also makes an appearance. As we talk, 
he directs my attention across the canyon to 

Seminole Canyon State Park, explaining that 

they're finalizing work "on a four-and-a-half 

mile trail that will guide state park visitors to 

an overlook where they can see Panther Cave." 

Our visit to the cave seems short because 

there is so much information to gather about 

the cave, the natural environment, and the 

rock art. These groups are gathering this 

surprising array of technology and scientific 

knowledge so they can, as Jack Johnson 

notes, "beat 1954." TH 

TIhis project offeredphotographer MICHAEL 
AMADOR hisfirst experience of Lower Pecos 

Rock Art. TH Editor-in-Chief CHARLES 

LOH RMANN suggests a Saturday tour of the 

White Sharman site in the Galloway White 

Sharnan Preserve, across US 90 from Seminole 
Canyon State Park (wwwrockart.org).
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Text and photographs by E. DAN KLEPPER 

IRDING ENTHUSIASTS RECOGNIZE THE TEXAS 
Hill Country as one of the most outstanding bird

watching destinations in the country. The region 

serves as both a migratory pathway and nesting habitat for 

hundreds of species of birds making their way between con

tinental locations north and south. This abundance is also 

the reason so many field biologists take the opportunity to 

conduct bird banding, bird counts, and avian studies in the

Hill Country during spring and 

fall migrations. The diversity of 

habitat-arid grasslands, riparian 

canyons, and dense woodlands-

guarantees ornithologists a siz

able number of species as well as 

a large quantity of birds to study.  

The images in this piece were

captured in the early-morning hours during a netting and 

banding session conducted by Texas ornithologist David 

Cimprich (above), with help from a bevy of his assistants 

and fellow field biologists. The session took place in some of 

the westernmost habitat for a number of Texas Hill Country 

species, although all of the birds pictured here are regular 

visitors to the region or are residents.  

Great care was taken to ensure each bird's safety during 

handling. The birds were in captivity for only a brief peri

od, enough time to record data, secure an identification 

band, and take photos. The birds were set free, of course, 
but the research gath
erecd by Cimprich and his 

crew remains, helping to 

Advance our understand
ing of how best to con

serve the state's rich and 

vital avian world.  

A esser Goldfinch flies away after 

being banded and photographed.  

The Lesser is a year-round resident 

of the Hill Country.  

34 texashighways.com I MARCH 2012

BLACK-CAPPED VIREO (Vireo atricapilla) 
The Black-capped Vireo is a migratory bird averaging 
about four-and-a-half-inches long. It arrives in the Hill 

Country in late March from its winter habitat on the 

western coast of Mexico, and nests in Texas from April 
through early July. The Black-capped favors a nesting 
habitat comprised of shrubby patches separated by 
open grasslands. Over-browsing by deer or livestock can 

impact this habitat and is a primary cause of its endan

gered status. The Black-capped, named for the male's 

distinctive black hood, can live as long as six years and 

will return to the same nesting area annually. It's also the 
smallest vireo that birders will see in the United States.  

KERR WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA, 
2625 FM 1340, Hunt, 830/238-4483; 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/hunt/wma/find_a_wma/.  

This 6,493-acre state wildlife management area (WMA) 

is 12 miles northwest of Hunt along the headwaters of the 

North Fork of the Guadalupe River. Purchased by the state 
in 1950, it conserves some of the best Hill Country habitat 

in the region. Be sure to register in the sign-up log near the 
WMA office before birding to get the latest information 

and directions 

to likely locations , 

to see the Black

capped Vireo and 

Golden-cheeked 
Warbler. Also 
look for the strik

ing Orchard Oriole 
(right), a mid

April migrant.  

TRAIL'S END GUEST HOUSE, 180 Gay Dr., Kerrville, 
830/377-1725; www.trailsendguesthouse.com.  

Trail's End is about five minutes outside Kerrville at the 
end of a secluded road. The property sits high above the 

surrounding countryside, providing panoramic views of 
the Hill Country. The rooms are designed for comfort and 

privacy and all 

have private baths. MOUT I FREDERICKSBURG 

Rustic cabins are ® @ 
also available. HUNT 

Breakfasts are KERR WILDLIFE KerrVille 
MGMT. AREA 

served to you in COMFORT 
your room.
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To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit wwwtexashighwaysprints~com,

PAINTED BUNTING (Passerina ciris) 
The Painted Bunting is a favorite among bird
ers because of the male's stunning coloration.  
Deep blues, dark reds, and brilliant greens all 
feature in the Painted's feather palette. The 
Painted arrives in the Hill Country in late April 
and will often remain until August. Its song 
is a sweet variation of pitch and phrasing and 
is easily recognizable when heard in the field.  
Despite its bright coloring, this spring migrant 

may be difficult to spot because it prefers 
dense thickets, spending much of its time 
singing from high, well-hidden perches. How
ever, it descends to the ground to feed along 
the edges of brush and woodlands, plucking 
bugs from spider webs and snatching seeds, 
giving birders a better shot at spotting it 
among the open vegetation.  

LADY BIRD JOHNSON MUNICIPAL PARK, 
432 Lady Bird Dr., Fredericksburg, 
830/997-4202; www.fredericksburg 
naturecenter.org.

Lady Bird Johnson Municipal Park is off Texas 
16, E rcximately 4.7 miles southwest of Fredericksburg's Main Street/Texas 16 intersection.  
The oark's diversity of habitat is remarkable considering it all fits within a 10-acre plot. Riparian 
zones, wetlands, savannahs, prairies, and spring seeps attract more than 170 bird species that 
have been documented in the park. The well-groomed trail system is easy to negotiate and a 
wheelchair-accessible trail helps reduce some of the challenges of birding in the field. Plenty 
of strategically-placed benches offer resting stops and informative kiosks provide facts about 
the surrounding environment. A bird-feeding station includes a blind where birders may sit 
and watch the action without disturbing the birds. Also look for the tiny Lesser Goldfinch, a 
year-round resident of the Hill Country.

INN ON THE CREEK, 107 N. Washington, Fredericksburg, 
866/244-7897; www.absolutecharm.com.

Fredericksbur 965 t 
~1 INN ON 

THE CREEK 
LADY BIRD 

1__ 

MUNICPAL PARK 7 ' 
2093 z

Old World charm meets modern luxury at Inn on the @ 
Creek. The Inn, a restored 1800s beauty, is built in the 
classic Hill Country limestone tradition. Sumptuous linens and other amenities (one of the six 
suites has a private Jacuzzi) make you glad to be lodging in the 21st Century.

SUMMER TANAGER (Piranga rubra) 
The Summer Tanager arrives in the Hill Country in 
late April. The Summer male is the only completely 
red bird on the continent. However, males in their 

first summer of life display a mix of red and yellow, 

: but will turn solid red by their second year. Females 
are also easy to spot with bright yellow crowns 
and rumps and duller yellow plumage. This medium

sized songbird eats fruits and insects, and has a 
particular taste for bees and wasps. After snatching 
a bee in mid-flight, the Summer will rub the stinger 
against a branch to remove it before eating the 
bee. The Summer prefers a juniper-oak woodland 
while nesting and breeding and its song, some 
birders claim, contains a phrase that sounds a lot 

like "peanut butter."
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COLORADO BEND STATE PARK, Bend, 
325/628-3240; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.  
From Lampasas follow FM 580 west for 24 miles to 
Bend. Follow the park signs 4 miles to the entrance.  
Another 6 miles of dirt road will take you to the park 
headquarters and camping area.  

A visit to the 5,316-acre Colorado Bend State Park 
may require some driving time, but it's well worth 

the trip. Camping is basic, but the riverside tent sites 
provide some of the best rest and relaxation in the 

state. The Colorado River runs a few feet beyond your 

picnic table, close enough for a cool dip between long 

naps. More than 150 bird species have been recorded 
in the park. The 
habitat consists 
of classic lime
stone canyons 

and juniper 
highlands, 
along with the 
rich riparian 
river corridor.  

Colorado Bend 
is also one of the most cave-riddled parks in the state 

and park staff offer primitive cave crawls for spelunk

ing enthusiasts. On the surface, look for both the 
Summer Tanager and the late-March arrival of the 
White-eyed Vireo (above).

DABBS RAILROAD 
HOTEL, 112 E. Burnet St., 
Llano, 325/247-2200; www.  
dabbsrailroadhotel.com.  

The Dabbs Railroad Hotel 
was built in 1907 to service

SAN SABA U 
580 0 

BEND' LAM80 
LAMPASAS4 

501 COLORADO 
BEND STATE 

PARK 
Lake 28 

Llano Buchonah 

* BURIET

train riders on the Austin and Northwestern Railroad 

(A&NW). The original rail plan included an extension 

to Abilene in order to connect the A&NW with the 
Texas and Pacific Railroad line (thus all points west) 

but the extension was never built. As a result, Llano

along with the Dabbs Hotel-became the end of the 

line for the A&NW. Furnished with iron beds and 
other antiques, the Dabbs is newly renovated, but 
maintains its old-fashioned comforts. A highlight 
is falling asleep listening to the riffles of the Llano 
River just outside your window.
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ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus cinerascens; shown above and on pages 32-33) 
The Ash-throated Flycatcher is a member of the tyrant flycatcher family (Tyrannidae), the largest 
family of birds on the planet. Tyrant flycatchers are likely named for their agg-essive foraging 
habits. The Ash-throated, a medium-sized flycatcher, sports a bushy crest, rust-colored tail, 
and pale yellow belly. It arrives early in the spring to the Hill Country and is often one of the first 
migratory birds to show up. Favorite foods include insects, fruits, and the occasional small rep
tile. By summer, the Ash-throated is relatively common and easy to see. They are unusual among 
flycatchers in that they are cavity nesters, preferring nesting sites in human-made structures 
such as barns, fence posts, porches, and laundry left too long on the clothesline.  

CIBOLO NATURE CENTER, 140 City Park Rd., Boerne, 830/249-4616; www.cibolo.org.  

Cibolo Nature Center is off Texas 46 next to Boerne City Park. The Center and its surround
ing 100-plus acres stand as a testament to successful municipal and community cooperation.  
Opened to the public on Earth Day in 1990, the Nature Center represents a volunteer-based res
toration of underutilized city parkland and it has become a birder's must-visi: destination.  
Ongoing education and research make the Nature Center a vital contributor to statewide 
efforts to conserve disappearing natural resources in 
expanding urban environments. The cypress-shaded JOHN BLANCO 

4 riparian corridor along Cibolo Creek, a marshy wetland, ' YE KENDALL 

and the Center's small open prairie are ideal habitats for INN 
attracting birds year round. Also keep on the lookout for Boer ClBolo , Boerne CATURE the Common Yellowthroat, an uncommon migrant. CENTER 

$ 46 BANDERA 

YE KENDALL INN, 128 W. Blanco, Boerne, 800/364-2138; www.yekendallinn.com.  

The Inn may be more than 150 years old, but the accommodations are thoroughly modern.  
Located along the banks of Cibolo Creek on the Boerne town square, Ye Kendall Inn offers 
a hearth-full of creature comforts, along with the award-winning Limestone Grille. Conver
sations in ye olde Anglo-Saxon are optional.
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YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT (Icteria virens) 
The Yellow-breasted Chat is a big warbler with big 

traits, including a brilliant yellow breast, a noisy song, 
and animated behavior. The Chat arrives in the Texas 

Hill Country in early April and prefers dense, brushy 

thickets, making it difficult at times to spot. The 

warbler's vocal antics and entertaining display, how

ever, usually give its location away. The Chat's loud 

whistles, squawks, cackles, and chirps are typically 
accompanied by running, hopping, flying, diving, and 

tail-wagging in and out of hiding places. This com
bination of cacophony and clownery make the Yellow

breasted Chat one of the Hill Country's most enter

taining birds to watch. A long-running debate about 

its place in the warbler family is ongoing at this time 
and continues with DNA study.  

CHALK BLUFF PARK, 1108 Chalk Bluff Rd., Uvalde, 
830/278-5515; www.chalkbluffpark.com. The park 
is 15 miles northwest of Uvalde on Texas 55.  

Chalk Bluff Park is a private campground along the 

shores of the Nueces River. It's an ideal spot for 

birders whose family members may not share an 

enthusiasm for spotting feathered wildlife. Swim
ming, fishing, tubing, boating, and bicycling are also 

available activities at Chalk Bluff. The park is named 

for the property's dramatic bluffs overlooking the 

Nueces. The native, riparian habitat along the river is 

perfect for spotting western Hill Country migratory 

and nesting species. And the river offers a cool dip 

between early morning and late afternoon birding 

adventures. Rental rates for tent and RV camping, 
cabins, rowboats, paddleboats, inner tubes, and 

bicycles are listed on the park's website. In addition 

to the Chat, look for the 

Black Phoebe, a year- woo 

round resident. CHALK COCAN

PARK 1

559c 
LIVE OAKS BED N ?val 
AND BREAKFAST, 
6 Tanglewood, Uvalde, 830/591-2340; www.  
liveoaksbnb.com.

ABINAL 

de

This sprawling, Tuscan-style home is on a secluded, oak

shaded street in Uvalde. Each of the four guestrooms 

in the main house has a private bath, and the poolside ca

bana features a stocked kitchenette. Wireless internet, bal

conies, swimming pool, outdoor cooking area, and easy 
refrigerator access are all included. Oh, and full breakfast.

wings.  

PAli  

PYRAOI (Cr ina sir 3katus) 

The dramatically plumed Pyrrhuloxia is a vear-roL nd resident in arid habitats in the western 
and southern Hill Country. Its odd name is attributed -o the French ornithologist Bonaparte 
(nephew of Napoleon), who firs: described the bi-d using a collected specimen from Mexico.  
Tie etymology of "Pyrrhuloxia" includes roots for "flame-colored" and "crooked," referring to 
the bird's bright orange-red highlights and its somewhat hooked bill. The Pyrrhuloxia is most 
o-:en found in upland areas such as arid s:rubland, open mesquite grasslands, and oak or juniper 

savannahs. It dines on a variety of seeds, ruits, aic insects and, like its Northern Cardinal rela
tive, is not shy about dominating a feeder. In springtime, look for breeding pairs. The female is 
o-ly slightly less striking than the male. In winter, foraging flocks can number in the hundreds.  

LOST MAPLES STATE NATURAL AREA, 3722~ FM 187, Vanderpool, 
810/966-3413; www.tpwd.state.tx.us. Ertrance is live miles north of Vanderpool.  

The deep, moist, rugged canyons penetrating this -i I Country gem provide conditions that are 
H idal for many of the state's native and migratory species. Eastern biota meets west here, creating 

ar abundance of wildlife. Lost Maples, located along the Sabinal River, draws fall visitors for brilli
art stands of Uvalde Bigtooth Maple, but i: can satisfy birders any time 
of the year. More than 2,000 acres and 11 miles of likirg trails offer plenty LOST MAPLES 
S of opportunity to spot the Pyrrhuloxia. Alsa look for another year-round STATE TURAL 

resident-the Curve-billed Thrasher. ADP

UTOPIA ON THE RIVER, 363 CR 360, L topia, 830/966-2444; 
www.utopiaontheriver.com.

410 

1050 *Utopia 

SABI NA

Comfortable, bed-and-breakfast accommodations alongside a beautiful 
slice of the Sabinal River make this lodge retreat a top choice for overnighters. Check out the 
trird largest cypress tree in Texas along the riverban< behind the lodge. Its 29-foot girth gives 
the landscape a dreamy quality. The glass-clear Saoinal does the rest. TH 

Wads tre remarkable creatures that we see every day," says E. DAN KLEPPER.  

On closer examination, lwweve,; they presten a bit af a conandrun- the delicate 

Sar/d ieaatijai derscenda/ ms f diosaars "
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With quiet str ength, Lady Bird Johnson advocated for the einirvine t, 
education, and regional beauty.

z 

qKF 
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Text by BARBARA RODRIGUEZ

voice 

was pure molasses, p 

the rolling sweetness 

of a Southern drawl 

sometimes enliv

ened-in the service 

of a good cause

with an ardent edge. Hers became the voice of 

more than one good cause in her lifetime; early 

on it beguiled a future president, who, aware of 

its power, enlisted it to convince the South of 

the justice of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Later 

it became the voice of ecological conservancy.  

Throughout her life, from inspiring the High

way Beautification Act in 1965 to establishing 

her eponymous Wildflower Center 

in 1982, Lady Bird Johnson's voice 

helped make flowers bloom. Last 

winter, I decided it was time to intro

duce her voice, familiar to me from 

childhood, to my son Elliott.  

K LEFT: Now part of the university of Texas at Austin, the Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center offers numerous opportunities to 

learn about native plants, important pollinators, seed collecting, 
rainwater harvesting, and other related topics. INSET, LEFT: Mrs.  

Johnson often noted, "Wherever I go in America, I like it when 
the land speaks its own language in its own regional accent."
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Bird's Legacy

parents named her Claudia Alta Taylor. Her 

nanny said she was as "purty as a lady bird," and the nickname 

stuck. To Lyndon Baines Johnson, who courted and wed her in a 

made-for-the-movies, 11-week romance in 1934, she was simply 

Bird. Claudia Alta "Lady Bird" Taylor Johnson was born on Decem

ber 22,1912, in Karnack, a gallop from Caddo Lake. But it was in 

and around her adopted home place, the Texas Hill Country, that 

my son and I sought the pleasure of her legacy. First, we toured 

the LBJ Ranch in Stonewall. Another day, another incarnation 

was revealed at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center on the 

southwest edge of Austin. At the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library 

& Museum, on the northeast corner of the University of Texas 

campus, we connected the dots. There, glimpses of the East Texas 

girl who imagined finding adventure teaching in "some place like 

Hawaii," the carefully composed First Lady, the supportive wife, 
the thoughtful mother, and the sage and gritty conservationist 

are each on display, connected gently by love letters, speeches, 
a series of jaunty hats, glittery gowns, 
and a dandy little pair of boots (not to

mention a pair of green bowling shoes).  

Lady Bird, who died in 2007 at the 

age of 94, lives on in each of the places 

we visited. The funny thing was, the 

more we explored Lady Bird's life, the 

more my son learned about me.  

I can't claim to have known her, 
but she was a fixture in my early life 

because my mother followed her every 

move and spoke of her adoringly as a 

testimony to the power of female per

suasion. I saw her in person only once.  

She was gliding through the Austin air

port at the rate of a Rose Bowl parade 

float, slowed by a flank of secret service 

and a small retinue of other supporters.  

Her dress was classic and timeless; her 

shoes were sensible, but handsome; 

her hair looked attractively no-non

sense. But it was her accessibility that 

impressed me. She made eye contact 

with those she passed and smiled 

warmly in answer to greetings. I tell 

Elliott this story as we drive toward the 

LEFT AND RIGHT: Visitors to the LBJ Ranch in 
Stonewall can now view the entire first floor of the 

Johnsons "Texas White House" on guided tours.  

Note the telephone beside the President's dining 

chair. The rooms on view include the President's office, 
living room, dining room, den, and yellow sitting 

room-ali restored to their 1963-968 appearance.

Texas White House at the LBJ Ranch in Stonewall. As an epilogue, 
I confess my regret at once having turned down a dinner invitation 

from Lady Bird's press secretary, Liz Carpenter. I knew he'd been 

paying attention when he whips toward me and says, "What were 

you thinking?!" It is a question I have asked myself often.  

rolicking deer escort us along our driving tour of the LBJ 

Ranch. A CD provided at check-in precisely paces visitors 

around a loop, with several stops at sites of interest

a school house, LBJ's grandfather's home, cattle barns, and 

the sprawling, white ranch house known as the Texas White 

House, where Lady Bird lived part-time until her death in 2007.  

As we tour, I remark to my son on what it took for a woman of 

Lady Bird's era to step up from behind a great man and take the 

podium. We discuss a presidential assassination and a divisive 

war. We stand quietly at the graves of the power couple; admire 

the wooly, compact cattle still bred on the ranch; and appreciate

As 4ekt LOL i, Jz rt ~Lk t y sr Oi or wht took 
fOr c woman of1 a Bird s era, to step U p from 

1) Ti. 7xt ma n at i ii tlwCpodi im.

a
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the LBJ wit that named the small, sleek ranch jet "Air Force ." 

Just outside the ranch house, Elliott is wowed by Luci Johnson's

For a roundup of Lady 
Bird Centennial events, 

see texashighways.  
com/webextra.

Corvette, an18th-birthday gift I assure 

him we will not be emulating. I find it 

hard to leave the bedroom where Lady 

Bird's books (she read voraciously and 

widely) are still shelved behind a 
collection of porcelain birds given -o 

her by German Chancellor Konrad 

Adenauer. And while much of the 

ranch is about LBJ, Elliott heard Lady 

Bird's voice there, too. Otherwise he

would not have clicked his tongue when he spied litter along the 

roadside en route back to Austin.  

L ady Bird's appreciation for the natural world is espe

cially apparent as we walk the beautiful grounds of the 

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, founded _n 1982 
as the National Wildflower Research Center and now part of 

the University of Texas at Austin. Mrs. Johnson, along with 

her friend Helen Hayes, established the Center to protect and 

preserve North America's native plants and natural landscapes, 
and it has since become a leadingvoice in sustainable landscapes 

and drought-resistant plantings. The pragmatism that nurtures

44 texashighways.com I MARCH 2012
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A Bird's Legacy

z

ABOVE: Lady Bird Johnson and her friend Helen Hayes founded 
an organization in Austin in 1982 to preserve America's native 
plants and landscapes; a new location in southwest Austin was 
renamed as the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center in 1998.  
RIGHT: Mrs. Johnson made frequent visits to the center, where 
she made special efforts to thank volunteers.
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the Center's beauty is a salute to Lady Bird's vision for the future.  

Always there are opportunities to learn, but equally important 

are the enticements to simply enjoy the natural world. Today the 
hiking trails are in use, but first we stop in the store to browse 

the witty selection of nature-themed china, jewelry, books, and 
clothing. Afterwards, we admire the-Texas regional style of the 

Center's architecture. A system of elevated aqueducts allows the 
rainwater flowing over the roofs to be collected into a 5,000-gallon, 
limestone-walled cistern that doubles as an observation tower.  

We race to the top for an overview of the grounds and gardens. This 
spring will see a profusion of blooming wildflowers and trees, plus the 
grand opening of the Center's 16-acre arboretum, which will show

case more than 50 native oaks and other Texas trees.  

my ,z"1The environment is where we all meet; 
where all have a mutual interest; it is 

the one thing all of us share." 

oving on to Austin's bustling center, I introduce Elliott 

to the UT campus on our way to the LBJ Library. I am 

careful to point out not only classrooms, but the dorm 

where I spent my years making midnight donut runs, a detail I 
know he can appreciate. The scale of the university awes him, 
but the starkly beautiful lines of the presidential library-weighty 
and yet somehow wavering, like a shimmering mirage filled with 
light-make him contemplative. We enter quietly.  

The Lyndon B. Johnson Library and Museum, both larger and 

more fascinating than you might imagine, is beginning a major
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renovation that will conclude in December to coincide 

with Lady Bird's 100th birthday. We watch a film tribute 

to LBJ's sense of humor, then head to the 10th floor :o 

view Lady Bird's actual office, where she worked after 

returning to Texas after life in the White House.  

When, as a six-year-old, I first learned L a dy 
Bird's nickname, it was no small thing :o me.  

Because all the people in my inner circle had 

nicknames, that she had one planted the seed that she 

was "one of us." Certainly she spoke our language. As she 

said in 1964, when rolling across the South campaigning 

for the Civil Rights Act, "You may not agree with all: say, 
but at least you can understand the way I say it." I tell 

this to my son while he takes in the phctos from the flrst 
solo whistle-stop train tour of a First Lady in history.  

We also appreciate the evidence of her growing Irter
est in and concern for the planet, stoked during her 

46 texashighways.com I MARCH 2012

support of the Highway 

Beautif-cation Act of 

1965. Many accolades 

have beer accorded 

Lady Bir since her 

death, Du: for me her 

crowrtig glcry is that 

she understood the link 

between landscapes 

and character, that far 

more than being simply a 

backdrop, a landscape is the context 

that defies its inhabitants in ways 

often Lnspoken. Because she spoke 

with genuine concern for justice 

and beauty right up until her death, 
she left behind a legacy that is not a 

whisper, but a shout-out for beauty

ABOVE: Mrs.Johns nsofice-ccmplete 

with family photos and papers stacked on 
the f'oor-is preserved at the LBJ Library 
& Museum. INSET: Displays at the muse

urn document Mrs. JchnsoYs devotion to 

America's landscares; in this photo taken 

in Washington, OX., she eebrates the 

Japanese gift of chery trees in her honor.
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and conservancy of our state, our country, 
our planet. Thanks in part to Lady Bird, 
generations of Texas families fill their 

archives with an annual bluebonnet por

trait, the classic signature of the Texan 

rite of spring. These photographs of 

children bundled out of the car by moth

ers who thumb-lick bangs and straighten 

collars before settling them into pools of 

flowers have become iconic. These same 

children will grow up to seize the spring 

with their own snapping shutters.  

riving home from our whirlwind 

tour, I glance over at my sleeping 

son and vow to myself that this 

spring, as Texas celebrates 2012 as Lady 

Bird Johnson Centennial Year, I will salute 

the First Lady by making a portrait of 

Elliott among the wildflowers even if I have 

to wrestle him out of the car. It is only right; 

beauty and ritual are Claudia Alta Taylor 

Johnson's legacy as sure as seeds travel on 

wind and spring follows winter. TH

BARBARA RODRIGUEZ writes about garden

inr, rchitecture, design, travel, and other 

lifestyle topics from ier home in Fort Worth.  

She enjoyed learning nore about Lady Bird 

S Johnsons environmental legacy 

a 
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Looking for Lady Bird 
Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park has two visitor areas, in 
Johnson City and in Stonewall. The Johnson City District, including the 
National Park Visitor Center and President Johnson's Boyhood Home, is 
off US 290 in Johnson City. Call 830/868-7128; www.nps.gov/lyjo.  

LBJ State Park, which serves as the gateway to the Texas White House, 
is on US 290,14 miles west of Johnson City in Stonewall. Here is where you 
can pick up a free permit to drive through the Ranch (daily 9-5). Guided 
tours of the Texas White House ($2, free age 15 and younger) are offered 
10 a.m.-4:45 p.m. Call 830/644-2252; www.tpwd.state.tx.us.  

The Lyndon Baines Johnson Library & Museum is at 2313 Red River 
St. in Austin. Parts of the museum will be closed during a year-long 
remodeling, which is expected to be complete by December to coincide 
with Lady Bird's 100th birthday. Call 512/721-0200; www.lbjlibrary.org.  

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center is at 4801 La Crosse Ave.  
in Austin. The center will showcase Lady Bird-inspired exhibits this year 
indoors and in its central gardens. A new arboretum opens mid-May.  
Call 512/232-0100; www.wildflower.org.

When the museum hosts its grand re-opening 
in December 2012, visitors can view new 
exhibits about the Johnsons' experiences in the 
White House, Mrs. Johnson's environmental 

legacy, and a new film about the First Family.  
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EXCERPTED FROM THE BOOK FROM UNCERTAIN TO BLUE BY KEITH CARTER (UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS PRESS 2011)
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PHOTOGRAPHER KEITH CARTER REVISITS HIS SEMINAL WORK

AN INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED COLLECTION OF SMALL-TOWN

TEXAS PORTRAITS FIRST PUBLISHED SOME 25 YEARS AGO.

T

Id
In the beginning, there was no real plan, just a road 

trip that became a journey. We had been married ten years 

and wanted to celebrate-do something special. I suggested 

an exotic trip to someplace like Morocco and was met with 

a less-than-enthusiastic response. The next day I tried again 

with an idea of wandering the back roads of Texas. We could 

pick one hundred small towns or communities with inter

esting names and go see what's there. I would make pho

tographs along the way. Pat was all in.

IN MAY 1986, photographer 
Keith Carter and his wife, 
Patricia, embarked on what 

he describes as "the first of 

what was to be a series of 

long and surprising car trips." 
These journeys-to more than 

a hundred small towns across 

Texas-culminated in 1988, 
with Carter's first book, From 

Uncertain to Blue, a landmark 

book of photography with a 

foreword by the late playwright 
Horton Foote. From Uncertain 
to Blue garnered national and 

international acclaim for its 

powerful, simple portraits 

of life in rural Texas and estab

lished Carter's reputation as 

a premier photographer.  
Some 25 years later, the 

University of Texas Press has 

reenvisioned From Uncertain 

to Blue in a completely re

designed, hard-cover edition 

that includes several new 

elements: some of Carter's 

original contact sheets, ad
ditional notes from Patricia 

Carter's journal about each 
of the places they visited, 
and an introductory essay by 
Carter in which he reflects 
on this seminal work and pro
vides additional insight into 

his creative process. -TH
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FROM uncertain To

-.

BEBE, Gonzales County 

Dry goods, hardware, and 
produce-whatever you needed, 
she probably had it in her post 

\ office/general store. Everything 
looked a little dusty except for 
the postmistress's meticulous 
hairdo. I couldn't take my eyes 
off of her hair. -K.C.  

... Storeowner and postmistress 
is a sixty-three-year-old widow.  
We are invited inside to see her 
bottle collection. Tiny post office 
with no more than eighteen boxes 
(the old kind) is just inside the 
door. ... Famous bottle collection 
is on a top shelf that 
extends around three 
sides of the room.  
-P.C.  

... M ost people know Texas as king sized and mythic. It takes 

eleven hours to drive from my home in the lowlands near the Texas-Louisiana 

border to El Paso in the west or Amarillo in the north. Along the way, Texas 

is blessed with an enormous number of small communities with eccentric or 

lyrical names, many of them based on folklore, myth, whiskey-fueled bets, 

family names, or simple whimsy. Names like Diddy Waw Diddy, Elysian Fields, 

or Poetry-which, by the way, was mostly goat ranchers, not poets.  

... I tried to make my working method simple and practical: one town, one 

photograph. I would take several rolls of film but select only one image to 

represent that dot on my now-tattered map. The titles of the photographs 

are the actual names of the small towns we visited in the years 1986 and 

1987. I tried to not make the images based on the town's name. No problem

50 texashighways.com I MARCH 2012
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staying off the interstates as we listened to Merle Haggard sing 

Jimmie Rodgers while driving our meandering course. Mile after mile 

we'd pass nothing but desert sagebrush or tumbleweed. Other times 

we'd pass through fields of bluebonnets and sagging farmhouses slowly 

sinking into lush green fields and unrelenting heat. Pat journaled; I 

photographed. We went from Uncertain to Blue and scores of towns in 

between, marveling at what was and was not there, but mostly, those 

small roads and natural sights were a gift to ourselves.  

... I was beguiled by the quirkiness and majesty of ordinary people in 

ordinary places. I still am. Over the years my photographs have evolved 

into a kind of oblique visual diary of the people and places that have 

made up my life. They seem to me a kind of benevolent daily poetry 

of gestures, voices, experiences, and memories. However, when From 

Uncertain to Blue was still an unformed idea, I was confused as to the 

direction of my work. It took a long time to find my own voice, and I had 

no real expectation of a life for these photographs beyond the pleasure 

of the work itself and a companionable road trip.  

There were no grand landscapes on our back roads-no Ansel Adams 

thunderheads, busy main streets, or magnificent architecture. We rolled 

over mostly quiet farm roads and often parked in a field in the evening.  

We'd crank up Willie or the Eagles, sit on the tailgate, mix a gin and tonic,

FAIRY, Hamilton County 

Big-sky country, a road to nowhere, 
a man on a tractor, a few houses, a 
church, and a cemetery were all that 
seemed left of this once-thriving 
agricultural community. The few 
buildings were all whitewashed and 
mirrored the cotton clouds. -K.C.  

Fairy has eluded us so we turn 
around and backtrack, stopping 
where we see a couple of houses.  
[When] a man on a tractor...slows 
to make his turn at the fence line, 
Keith hails him. He says if we are 
looking for Fairy, our troubles are 
over. We have arrived. The narrow 
gravel road that runs off the highway 
a few yards ahead will take us to the 
church and the cemetery.  
And, oh yes, the town 
was namedforr " .  
little woman.' -P.C.

COM FORT, Kendall County 

To order a copy of From 

Uncertain to B/ue ($55 
list price/online discount 

available from UT Press), 

calll80/252-3206; 
w uistic e p scot

CAPTIONS EXCERPTED FROM KEITH CARTER'S NOTES AND PATRICIA CARTER'S JOURNAL
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NORTH ZULCH, 
Madison County 

Now who would have guessed 
that this place was named for D -.  
Zulch? The last surviving Zulch 
still lives in the old family home 
two miles south of here.  
That is why they call 
this North Zulch.  
-P.C.

I, MAYDELLE, Cherokee County 

The filling station on the corner 
has the old Mobil flying red 
horse mounted on the roof. The 
adjoining caf6 seems to be doing 
a pretty good business. A few 
people are gathering at a little 
church down the block, all the 
ladies carrying covered dishes.  

..Two men break away from 
the church group and then mosey 
down to inspect us. ... B.B.  lj [Williams], who is eighty-one 
years old, leans up against the 
side of a shiny new Cadillac....  
I notice that Keith is staring 
at B.B.'s shoes. He is sporting 
brown and white shoes, circa 

1 'a 1930. 1 think Warren Beatty 
borrowed these shoes F 
to wear in Bonnie 
and Clyde. -P.C.  

and watch the sun go down. If there was a lake or river nearby, we'd find 

a dock or sit on the bank and watch fish jump while the sky slowly turned 
gold, rose, and purple. Then we'd head for the nearest catfish restaurant.  

Just as there was no solid plan for our wanderings, there was no 

real plan or parameter for a project. I was making a large number of pho
tographs, but an exhibition or a published book was not a realistic expec

tation in my small corner of the world. I just did the work. We'd return to 

our home, and I'd disappear into the darkroom, make contact sheets, and 
resume my studio responsibilities. In the evenings I'd make prints. Slowly, 
From Uncertain to Blue began to take shape. I'd show my ragged box of 

prints to colleagues and friends and they'd laugh and shake their heads at 
the names of the towns paired with the photographs.  

In the adventurous spirit of our rambling, the images began to meander 

on their own. They were just ordinary pictures. Nothing was sacred, but 

I was learning to never underestimate the power ordinary things, or people, 
carry with them, particularly whenfixed in a photograph....
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DESDEMONA, Eastland County 

Just missed homecoming at 
Desdemona. A big barbecue 
and other festivities were 
held yesterday..-

The original city jail, a tiny 
structure too small to accom
modate more than one wrong
doer at a time, sits by the road
side. It has been duded up for 
homecoming. There's a sign over 
the door that says, "Sheriff's 
Office-Flub Whitlock." A 
stuffed dummy wearing a tin star 
lounges in a chair at the door.  

... One of the locals tells me 
about the brief oil boom they 
had here around 1920. [Note the 
"flying red horse" emblem on 
the side of the tank.] L_ 
-P.C .

54 texashigways.com MARCH 2012

... ore than two decades have passed and today I page 

through From Uncertain to Blue with fondness, not really desiring to 

change anything. I went to small frog ponds, and people, on seeing 

me setting up my tripod, would come out of their houses, curious as 

to what I was doing. The exchanges became routine. Most frequently, 

kind strangers would ask if we were lost, if I was filming a movie, why I 

was surveying. I'd ask the accepted questions: "Been getting any rain?" 

"What kind of dog is that?" 

I was used to the formality of informality as small towns have almost 

stately conversational traditions. During my early years as a traveling 

portrait photographer, I crisscrossed Texas in the spring and fall, passing 

through once prosperous, now decaying small towns. Before that, work

ing at Majestic Photo Finishers during my college years, I ran the East 

Texas route, picking up film in the small communities of Jasper, Fred, 

Newton, Woodville, Liberty, and China. The arcane conversations in the 

hardware and feed stores, barbershops, drug stores, and mom-and-pop 

photo studios were polite and comfortable.  

We tend to alternately mythologize or patronize the conventions of 

small towns. I live in one and it is often a complicated and conflicting 

experience. It was a different world when I made these photographs: 

Ronald Reagan was president, the Mets beat the Red Sox for the series, 

and Mike Tyson had punched out Trevor Berbick. That same year I sat 

in the balcony of the now-vanished Gaylynn Theater in my hometown of 

Beaumont trying to be manly and not sniffle as the cripplingly beauti

ful hymn "Softly and Tenderly" rolled over the closing credits to Horton
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DILLEY, Frio County 

We had stopped at a general 
store for ice and [this man] and a 
buddy were sitting in the back 
of a dilapidated flatbed with 
bald tires. -K.C.

ROSEBUD, Falls County 

Little guy, big glasses. He wanted 
me to photograph his cat.  
The cat wasn't thrilled * 
to have his portrait made. " 
-- K.C.
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OATMEAL, Burnet County 

We arrive mid-afternoon and 
find nothing much except a 
white frame building, which 
must have been the school but 
is now, I guess, used only for 
occasional gatherings....  

... We enter into a wide ves
tibule, which opens to a large 
unpartitioned room. The sur
prise is at one end of the room, 
where there is a stage draped 
with a beautifully painted canvas 
theatrical curtain. An idyllic 
landscape, painted in muted 
colors, covers the curtain's 
center section. ... In front of the 

stage are rows of wooden 
auditorium seats, but, strangely, 
they face away from the stage.  
That incongruity tilts the 
whole scene a little toward 
the surreal. -P.C.

Foote's lovely film The Trip to Bountiful. I left the theater thinking 

I knew all of those people, those characters that populated Horton's 

landscape: Ludie, Mrs. Wat-s, Jessie Mae, and the sheriff. I under

stood them all. More importantly, I cared about them.  

I don't knowxv what it is about small towns or the people 

and places that occasionally call us back. Perhaps it's because some of 

us need to belong to something or somebody. Maybe home for others 

is an idea or belief rather than a geologic location. Any way you dice it, 
a place to put down roots from which to grow is not a bad thing. The 

world continues to change and some of these small communities have 

disappeared, or their farm and pastureland transformed into strip 

centers and parking lots. But as our culture increasingly evolves into 

one of fragmentation and synthetic experiences, for some people the 

soil remains, memories persist, and home continues to be shelter from 

the hitches in the road we travel. -KEITH CARTER. Beaumont, 201C

DIALVILLE, Cherokee County 

I'm fond of hounds a-id working 
breeds in general. I was about 
to photograph something else 
when she came slowly down the 
red dirt road to investigate.  
I think she was taking 
a break from nursing 

her puppies. -K.C.  

... We recognize now wiat a lasting 
gift we gave ourselves: to travel 
with no intention except to see 
what was along the way; to wander 
unhurried, so that there was always 
time to sit and look, or sit and talk; 
to end each day together watching 
the fading light as night came on.  
It was a luxury unsurpassed by 
any travels since. -P.C.
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Speaking of Texas 

Feud of the 
UT Titans 

UT was nearly the 
"University by the Lake" 

Text by DAVE GARLOCK

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS OFFICIALS 
floated a proposal in late 2011 to 

move the UT System offices from 

five downtown-Austin buildings to a spec

tacular, waterfront site a few miles away, 
resurfacing the battle between two UT 

regents who have been dead for decades.  

UT leaders have been pondering what 

to do with the beautiful Colorado River 

property ever since George Washington 

Brackenridge (1832-1920) donated the

land to UT-in 1910! Today, the 350

acre property is the site of a public golf 

course, student apartments, and an 

82-acre biological field laboratory.  

Brackenridge correctly anticipated 

that UT's original 40 acres would not be 

enough to meet future needs. A noted 

Union sympathizer, he fully expected UT, 
founded in 1883, to move to the "Brack

enridge Tract" and quash the dreams of 

his rival, Major George Washington Lit-

tlefield (1842
1920), a Confed- a; ain test fies f0 George 
erate war hero ; t.ittlefiekIs lecyk at the 

who wanted the NruIt of Ts-Ust!s 

fledgling campus 

to stay right where it was-facing south.  

Littlefield played his cards well, even 

building a Victorian mansion near cam

pus in 1893-94. Today, the home is part of 

UT and Littlefield's name appears all over 

campus, while Brackenridge has a single 

dormitory in his name, plus the Bracken

ridge Field Laboratory near the river.  

These two powerful UT regents had 

many things in common: Both were born 

outside Texas and became ranchers, 
bankers, and philanthropists. Both made 

staggering amounts of money-and spent 

much of it generously on behalf of the 

University of Texas. UT leaders seemed 

to enjoy their battle to become the univer

sity's top donor (or "top sugar daddy" as 

the Texas Observer put it in a 1972 article).  

Even though one observer said the
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While the UT-Austin campus offers many reminders 
of George W. Littlefield's contributions, fellow UT regent 

George W. Brackenridge's legacy is less apparent.

two men were virtually indistinguishable 

from a block away, their dislike for each 

other was apparent. It was no wonder 

they clashed: Littlefield was a Confederate 

officer who led his Terry's Texas Rangers 

company through Civil War battles before 

returning home badly injured. To Little

field, Brackenridge was a non-combatant, 
Confederate turncoat. Worse, he was a 

"Yankee." Newspaper stories of the day 

quote Littlefield as saying the Confederates 

"would have shot [Brackenridge] in five 

minutes" if they had ever captured him.  

Fortunately for Brackenridge, a well

educated man who attended Harvard 

Law School, the Confederates never came 

close to nabbing him, probably because 

family connections allowed him to serve 

as a U.S. Treasury agent, even as his three 

brothers fought for the Confederacy. His 

connections included President Abra

ham Lincoln, who asked Brackenridge to 

serve as his personal liaison.  

Littlefield made his fortune after the 

Civil War as a "cowman" before invest

ing wisely in land. In 1871, he was driving 

cattle along the legendary Chisholm Trail 

to pay off family debts. Soon after, he

amassed a spread of 300,000 acres in the 

Panhandle, and stocked his Yellow House 

Ranch with thoroughbred Herefords.  

Brackenridge once praised Littlefield 

as a "strong, if somewhat rough charac

ter," a characterization fellow UT Regent 

Will Hogg apparently agreed with. In the 

1973 book George W.Brackenridge,Maver

ick Philanthropist, author Marilyn Sibley 
quotes Hogg as calling Littlefield a "bull

tongued banker in a one-horse town." 

Littlefield also built the nine-story Lit

tlefield Building in Austin, then one of the 
tallest skyscrapers between New Orleans 

and San Francisco. By 1918, as founder of 

the American National Bank in Austin 

and an admired philanthropist, Littlefield 

was worth some $5 million.  

Brackenridge donated much of his 

wealth in an equally aggressive way. The 

six-foot-tall, acerbic banker, with his 

full beard and intense stare, had been 

trained as an engineer, surveyor, and law

yer, and had a passion for curling up with 

"great books" in his library.  

And if Littlefield was a Confederacy
loving conservative, Brackenridge was the 

unrequited Union liberal with interests

Channeling UT's George Washingtons 
AUSTIN'S UT CAMPUS OFFERS MANY REMINDERS OF GEORGE 
Washington Littlefield, including his Victorian mansion, the Littlefield House, 
on 24th Street. The Littlefield Residence Hall (originally the Alice P. Littlefield Dormi
tory) is nearby, on Whitis Avenue. The Littlefield Memorial Fountain, on 21st Street, 
offers a stunning view of the UT Tower. The bronze Littlefield Doors, made by Tiffany and Co. for 
Littlefield's Austin bank, are on display in the lobby of the Ashbel Smith Hall, at 7th and Colorado streets.  

George Washington Brackenridge's legacy is less apparent. Campus visitors will find Brackenridge 
Hall on 21st Street. The wooded, 350-acre Brackenridge Tract, which lies mostly between Exposition 
Boulevard and Red Bud Trail, is currently occupied by Lions Municipal Golf Course (2901 Enfield Road) 
and the Brackenridge Field Laboratory (2907 Lake Austin Boulevard). Proposals to develop the land or 
use it for alternative purposes invariably meet with controversy. -- Dave Garlock

Dinosaur Capital of Texas 
" Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
" Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
" Creation Evidence Museum 
" Dinosaur Valley State Park 
" Dinosaur World 
" Fossil Rim Wildlife Center 
" Historic Courthouse Square 
" Land of the Dinosaurs 
" Oakdale & Big Rocks Parks 
" The Promise 

Glen Rose, Texas
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Speaking of Texas 

far beyond UT. He gave millions of dol

lars to other universities as well, helped 

San Antonio develop its first public school 

system, and donated 200 acres to help 

build Brackenridge Park. He also donated 

$50,000 to enable women to study medi

cine at Columbia University in New York 

and gave a considerable amount of money 

to help educate black citizens. In 1911, he 

appointed the first Texas woman to a bank 

board and spoke out in favor of women's 

suffrage and Prohibition.  

But it was when Brackenridge donated 

money for the construction of the first 

men's dormitory at UT (later razed) 

that Littlefield realized his legacy was in 

danger. He reacted by going on a phil

anthropic spree that would make him 

the top donor in the first 50 years of UT 

history. He eventually donated or be

queathed an estimated $3 million to UT, 
including $500,000 to help build the UT 
Tower. He also established a trust for 

construction of the Littlefield Fountain.

Subscribe to 

Texas 
12 months of 
Texas' best! 
" Great destinations 

" Stunning photography 

* Roundup of events 

" And much more 

Just $19.95 
for a 1-year U.S. subscription 

International subscriptions are just $29

Brackenridge countered by donating hun

dreds of acres of gently rolling, wooded 

property on the Colorado River.  

In truth, Brackenridge was betting 

that Littlefield, who was ill, would die 

before he did, allowing UT to move to 

the riverfront property, with UT Presi

dent Vinson's private encouragement.  

When Littlefield died in November 1920, 
Brackenridge and Vinson planned their 

move. But they apparently forgot what 

Littlefield had once said about himself: 

"In all my life, [I] have never connected 

myself with a proposition that failed." 

His carefully orchestrated will had left 

more than $1.25 million to the University 

of Texas for current and future projects, 
with only one string attached: He stipu

lated that if the campus were ever to 

move (like to the Brackenridge Tract), 
the money would be withdrawn.  

Brackenridge died little more than a 

month later, still irked that his rival had 

bested him one last time. TH
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Appro. 1000 pieces 

32" . 25.5

The Texas Series DVDs 
Filmed entirely on location, this series introduces 
viewers to a variety of topics about Texas. From 
the Alamo in downtown San Antonio to the wild
flowers through the state, this engaging series 
captures the vastness of the Lone Star State's 
land, people and history.  

SAVE when you buy all three! 
Order # 37610 ..... $59.95 

San Antonio Missions & the Texas Capitol 
Item 37607 ....... $19.95 

An Introduction to Texas Wildflowers 
Item 37608 ....... $19.95 

Texas Highways & Byways 
Item 37609 ....... $29.95

Welcome to Texas Puzzle 
Take a trip through Texas when you put this colorful 
puzzle together. Shaped like the state, it features 
dozens of themes and locations throughout Texas.  
1000 pieces; 32 x 25 inches.  

Item 37528 ...... $21.95 

Texas Flag Travel Pillow 
This mighty, mini travel pillow is the perfect Lone 
Star accompaniment for all your travels. Zipper 
closure for easy cover removal; machine washable.  
8 x 14 inches.  

Item 37805 ...... $12.95

Republic Flag Travel Throw 
The first flag of Texas is loom-woven into our light
weight, natural all-cotton throw. A gift to enjoy 
year-after-year. Perfect travel size: 36 x 50 inches.  

Item 37806 ...... $32.95 

Ten in Texas CD 
Ten recordings from 10 Texas scngwriters per
formed by 10 great Texas artists. Includes: Carolyn 
Wonderland singing Honky Tonk Heroes, Aaron 
Watson with True Love Ways, Joe Ely sings Sunday 
Morning Coming Down, and much more.  

Item 37604 ...... $19.95

To order, call 1 -800-39-4997 (386-597-4297 from outside the U.S.) 

Or visit www.texashighways.com MAR12
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Sunrise at Hunter Peak 
Laurence Parent captured a picture-perfect 
moment when he snapped this sunrisE at Hunte
Peak in Guadalupe Mountains National Park.  
24 x 20 inches.  

Item 32154 ...... $1-96 Now $4.50 

Don't Mess with Texas Travel Mug 
This mug is double well insulated stainless steel 
inside and out. Sure ti keep your bevErages hol 
or cold. Holds 16 ounces.  

Item 37338 ...... $19.95

Texas Almanac 2012-2013 
Take c t-ip across the Lone Star State. The Texas 
Almanac is the ultima-e resourc= on all things 
Texan. Filled with hundreds of color maps and 
photographs from evey corner of the state.  
6 x 9U inches.  

Item 36712 ...... $24.95 

Why Stop? 
A Guide to Texas Historical 
Roadside Markers 
This fascinating guide features Icca-ions 
and te~c o more tian 2,600 roc Jsiie 
markers across tha state. 2005, 
581 pages, 6 x 9 inches, paper c I 
Item 36335 ...... $19.95

Texas - Mapping the 
Lone Star State Through History 
by 'incent Virga a-d Don Blevins 
A stirring trip through Texas history via 50 fill
colcr, gloriously detailed historical maps from 
the Library of Congress. Maps are accompanied 
by details of their origins and essays on how they 
reflect the history, culture, and sensibilities of the 
sta and its residents. 116 page, fu I-colo-, hErd 
bac, 9 x 10 inche.  

Item 36710 . .. $24.95
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Month-by-Month 
Gardening in Texas 
by Dan Gill and Dale Groom 
A valuable resource to help you grow 
a successful garden. Features annuals, 
bulbs, houseplants, lawns, perennials, 
roses, shrubs, trees, vegetables and 
herbs, vines, ground covers and orna
mental grasses. 282 pages, soft cover, 
full color.  

Item 36527 ...... $24.99

Wildflowers in Texas Throw 
Beautifully crafted in the USA, this tap
estry of wildflowers is sure to brighten 
your winter days. Design by artist David 
Busch. 100% cotton, machine washable.  
52 x 64 inches.  

Item 37812 ...... $49.95 

Berry Texas Fleece 
Snuggle in for the winter in our styl
ish zippered jacket. Texas designs are 
"branded" into the berry colored fabric.  
Women's sizes: S-2X 
(while supplies last) 

Item 38503 ...... $34.95 

Wildflower Coasters 
Beautifully decorated ceramic coasters, 
in a faux tumbled-marble design.  
Showcases assorted Texas wildflowers.  
4 x 4 inches. Box of four.  

Item 37810 ...... $24.95

Three ways to order: 
BY PHONE: Call 1-800-839-4997 
(386-597-4297 from outside the U.S) 

BY MAIL: Flease use the order form irside this issue.  
Send completed form, along witi your payment, including 
shipping and handling to: Texas Highways - #748, PO Box 576, 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

ONLINE: Go to www.texashighways.com 
You may also v sit the Texas Highways Magazine Gift Shop 
at 150 E. Rive-sidc, Austin.  

Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover
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LAST YEAR'S 175TH ANNIVERSARY 
of Texas' independence sparked celebrations 
from one end of the state to the other, and the : 
party continues this year at a number of loca
tions. For example, Historic Gruene's 3rd annu
al Texas Independence Day Celebration takes 
place in downtown Gruene on March 2 and 
includes a free live show at Gruene Hall. For de
tails, call 830/629-5077; www.gruenetexas.com.  

Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site 
(right) hosts its annual Texas birthday celebra
tion March 3-4 at the site of the Independence 
Convention of 1836. The festivities include per
formances by Texian Army reenactors, dem
onstrations of frontier crafts by Texas artisans, 
music and stories of Texas' past, and a Texas
size birthday cake, Call 936/878-2214, ext. 224 
www.birthplaceoftexas.com.

4 S OPEN 
DAILY 
9:30-5:00 

,' F 94"290^ 7 le me 4 ?' eeue, 72 
www.wildseedfarms.com 

n 1-800-848-0078 
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Once upon a time...

COME ON BY! Flower Fields, Butterfly Gardens, 
Fabulous Gift Shoppe, Live Plant Nursery, 

Brew-Bonnet Biergarten & more!

Please join us for an educational, 
tour of the public country schools

once attended by earlier generations.  
SATURDAY, MARCH 31 - DRIVING TOUR 
SUNDAY, APRIL 1 - FAMILY BAR-B-Q 

For info visit: www.Historickdhoo s.org 
Accommodations available at: 

www.Vistfrederks r MX.org 
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March Events 
BIG BEND COUNTRY 

DEL RIO: St. Patrick's Day Rally Motorcycle Run 
March 16-19. www.drchamber.com 830/775-3551 

L PASO: Franklin Mountains Poppies Festival 
March 24. El Paso Museum of Archaeclogy. www.  
chihuahuandesert.org 915/755-4332 

ODESSA: West Texas Relays biarci 9-10. Ratliff 
Stadium. 432/333-7890 

SALT FLAT: Ranger-Guidec Hikes at Guadalupe 
Mountains National Park March 5,20. 26-27. Cal ext 
2124 to find out the difficulty level of tie next like.  
www.nps.gov/GUMO 915/828-325 

GULF COAST 
BEAUMONT: YMBL South Texas State Fair Ma-ch 
22-April 1. Ford Park. www.yn-bl.org 409/832-9991 

BRAZORIA: Heritage Celebration March 3. Civic Cer ter.  
www.brazoriahf.org 979/236-0241 

BROWNSVILLE: Brcwnsville Guitar Festival March 
29-31. Art Center Performance Hall. www.uta.edu/patron 
956/822-8247 

CORPUS CHRISTI: "Wildflowers A to Z" March 3. South 
Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature Certe-. www.stxbot.org 
361/852-2100 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Festival of the Arts March 30-April 1.  
Sherrill Park and Art Center of Co-pus Chist .www.cc 
festivalarts.org 361/549-3246
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DEER PARK: Easter Egg Hunt & Pooch Egg Hunt 
March 31. www.deerparktx.gov/recreation 281/478-2050 

FULTON: Oysterfest March 1-4. Fulton Navigation Park.  
www.fultonoysterfest.org 361/463-9955 

GALVESTON: The Rob Landes Trio: From Ella to 
Ellington March 25. The Grand 1894 Opera House.  
www.thegrand.com 800/821-1894 

HOUSTON: Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
March 1-18. Reliant Park. www.rodeohouston.com 
832/667-1000 

HOUSTON: Houston Symphony Orchestra Classical 
Season March 16-18, 22, 24-25, 30-April 1. Jones Hall.  
www.houstonsymphony.org 

INGLESIDE: Round-Up Days Festival March 30-31.  
Simmons Park. www.inglesidetxchamber.com 361/776-2906 

KEMAH: Pan Jam Steel Drum Music Festival March 
24-25. Kemah Lighthouse District. www.kemahpanfest.com 
281/538-4165 

LA PORTE: Hard Hat Tour of the Battleship Texas 
March17. Battleship Texas State Historic Site. 281/479-2431 

ORANGE: Art in the Park March 31. Stark Park and the 
Stark Museum of Art. www.starkmuseum.org 409/886-2787 

PORT ARANSAS: Redfish Series Tournament 
March 23-24. Robert's Point Park. www.redfishseries.com 
210/385-3333 

ROCKPORT: Whooping Crane Strut March 11. Includes 
a 10K run and two-mile walk. 361/729-2213 

SUGAR LAND: Cultural Kite Festival March10.  
Memorial Park. www.sugarlandtx.gov/parksrecreation 
281/275-2885 

SURFSIDE BEACH: St. Patrick's Day Parade March 17.  
City Hall. www.surfsidetx.org 979/233-9161 

TOMBALL: German Heritage Festival March 30-April 1.  
www.tomballgermanfest.org 281/379-6844 

VICTORIA: Archaeology Fair March 22-24. Museum 
of the Coastal Bend. www.museumofthecoastalbend.org 
361/582-2511 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: South by Southwest March 9-18. www.sxsw.  
com 512/467-7979 

AUSTIN: Star of Texas Fair and Rodeo March 9-24.  
Travis County Exposition Center. www.rodeoaustin.com 
512/919-3000 

AUSTIN: Artists and Artisans Festival March 17-18.  
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. www.wildflower.org/ 
artisans 512/232-0100 

BANDERA: Cowboys on Main March 17, 24. www.  
banderacowboycapital.com 800/364-3833 

BOERNE: Wings Over Boerne March 3,10,17, 24, 31.  
Bird-of-prey demonstrations. Boerne Visitors Center.  
www.visitboerne.org 830/249-7277 

BRACKETTVILLE: Fort Clark Days Festival March 2-3.  
Historic Fort Clark Springs. www.fortclarkdays.weebly.com 

FREDERICKSBURG: The Auslander Spring Music 
Festival March 9-17. www.theauslander.com 830/997-7714

FREDERICKSBURG: Pacific Combat Living History 
Program March 10-11. National Museum of the Pacific War 
Combat Zone. www.pacificwarmuseum.org 830/997-8600 

GRUENE: Old Gruene Market Days March 17-18. Historic 
District. www.gruenemarketdays.com 830/832-1721 

JONESTOWN: Cajun Cook-Off March 31. Jones Brothers 
Park. www.lagovista.org 512/267-7952 

LAGO VISTA: La Primavera at Lago Vista March 3-4.  
Bike race and entertainment. www.lagovista.org 
512/267-7952 

MARBLE FALLS: Paint the Town March 20-22.  
www.paintthetownmftx.org 830/693-2815 

NEW BRAUNFELS: Train Jamboree March 17-18.  
Civic Center. 830/629-2071 

SABINAL: Wild Hog Festival March 24-25. Sabinal City 
Park and football stadium. www.wildhogfestival.com 

SAN MARCOS: Feria del Mariachi March 3. Strahan 
Coliseum. www.feriadelmariachi.com 512/245-2651 

STONEWALL: Kite Day at LBJ State Park March 10.  
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/lyndon_b_ 
johnson 830/644-2252 , ext. 222 

STONEWALL: LBJ 100 Bicycle Tour March 24.  
www.lbjl00bicycletour.org 830/868-7128, ext. 231 

WIMBERLEY: Market Day March 3. Lions Pavilion.  
www.shopmarketdays.com 512/847-2201 

PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: Outlaws & Legends Music Fest March 3.  
Joe Allen's Lytle Bend Ranch. www.outlawsandlegends.  
blogspot.com 325/428-8778 

AMARILLO: April Fools at the Amarillo Zoo March 31.  
www.amarillozoo.org 806/381-7911 

CANYON: Panhandle-Plains Invitational Western Art 
Show and Sale March 3-24. Panhandle-Plains Historical 
Museum. http://panhandleplains.org 

COLORADO CITY: Railhead Trade Days March 17-18.  
Railhead Building. www.coloradocitychamberofcommerce.  
com 325/728-3403 

LUBBOCK: Da Vinci: The Genius March 1-April15.  
Science Spectrum Museum. www.sciencespectrum.org 
806/745-2525 

LUBBOCK: ABC Pro Rodeo March 29-31. City Bank 
Coliseum. www.abcrodeo.com 

SAN ANGELO: Motion Image Theater: Best of the Fest 
March 29. San Angelo Museum of Fine Arts. www.samfa.org 
325/653-3333 

SEMINOLE: Trade Days March 16-18. www.seminole 
tradedays.com 432/758-0807 

SHAMROCK: St. Patrick's Day Celebration March 16-18.  
www.shamrocktx.net 806/256-2501 

SWEETWATER: World's Largest Rattlesnake 
Roundup March 9-11. County Coliseum at Newman Park.  
www.rattlesnakeroundup.net 325/235-5488 

WICHITA FALLS: St. Patrick's Day Downtown Festival 
March 17. Begins at 5 p.m. www.downtownproud.com

Come add your to ours 

800.235.7822 
visitPortArthurfX.com
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Chuck Wagon Races 

April 13th, 14th & 15th

Stories on the March! 

Spring brings new events and a 
whole new crop of stories. Come 

grab a few to :ake horne with you! 

March 2 
"Toast to Texas" Celebraticn 

March 6-7 
Showcase Seguin - Story Time 

March 10 
Noche de Gala M riachi Tocais Competition 

March 30 
Lake McQueeney "Hot Shots" Reunion 

March 30 - April 1 
2nd AinualArts Fest 

March 31 
Main Street Trade Days 

April 1 
Mid-Texas Symphony Concert 

TX 

SEGUIN 
THERE'S A STORY HERE.

TH SPOTLIGHT 

GRJFF SMITH'S TEXAS: A RETRO
spective Through the Lens and 
Images From Texas Highways will 
be on view through March 25 at 
the Institute of Texan Cultures in 
San Antonio. Some 60 of TH Photo 
Editor Griff Smith's most memo
rable images span the state-from 
Amarillo's Cadillac Ranch and 
Monahans sand dunes to a South 
Padre sea turtle and Dallas' Thanks
Giving Square. Call 210/458-2300 
or 800/776-7651; www.texan 
cUltures.com.

PINEY WOODS 
COLDSPRING: March Madness March 31. Spring festival.  
Courthouse square. www.coldspringtexas.org 936/653-2332 

HUNTSVILLE: General Sam Houston's Birthday 
and Texas Independence Day Celebration March 2.  
www.samhouston.memorial.museum 936/435-2497 

HUNTSVILLE: County Fair, Rodeo and Barbecue 
Cook-Off March 30-April 8. County Fairgrounds. www.  
walkercountyfair.com 936/291-8763 

KIRBYVILLE: Texas Country Music Show March10.  
Palace Theater. 409/423-3319 

LONGVIEW: Night at the USO: A Military Affair 
March 23. Maude Cobb Activity Center. 903/234-8343 

NACOGDOCHES: Azalea Trail March 10-April 7. www.  
nacogdochesazaleas.com 888/653-3788 

TROUP: Four Winds Renaissance Faire March 3
April 24. Vizcaya Ranch. www.fourwindsfaire.com 
903/839-5271 

TYLER: Azalea and Spring Flower Trail March 23
April 8. www.tylerazaleatrail.com 903/592-1661 

WOODVILLE: Toast to Texas Independence March 2.  
Heritage Village. www.heritage-village.org 409/283-2272 

WOODVILLE: Festival of the Arts March 23-25. Heritage 
Village Museum. www.heritage-village.org 409/283-2272 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
ARLINGTON: Country Music Revue March 3,10,17, 24, 31.  
Arlington Music Hall. www.arlingtonmusichall.com 

ATHENS: Cowtown Classic March 2-3. Henderson County 
Regional Fair Park Complex. 903/848-4150 

BASTROP: Pedal Thru the Pines March 3. www.  
pedalthrupines.org 512/321-7760

BASTROP: Go Fish! A Learn4o-Fish Event Varch 10.  
Eastrop State Park. www.texasstateparks.org5/237-221 

BELLVILLE: Austin County Go Texan Crawfish Boil 
March 23. Austin County Fair, C:>nvention aic =xo Center.  
www.austincountyfair.com 9791377-4114 

BELTON: Texas Western Swing Showcase Varch 3.  
County Expo Center. www.texa westerrwsiingcom 
254/933-5353 

BURTON: La Bahia Antiques Show arnd Sale Mar:h 31
April 7. La Bahia Hall. www.labahiaantiques con 
979/289-2684 

CANTON: First Monday Trade Days March 1-4, 29
April 1. www.visitcantontx.com 877/462-746, 
CLEBURNE: General Pat Cleburne Bit thday Party, 
Scottish Festival and Heritage Celebration March 31.  
Bidcy Stewart Park. www.clebu-nechambe-.ccm 
817/645-2455 

DALLAS: Scent Bottle Invitational Marci "-5. Kitt-ell/ 
R ffknd Art Glass. www.kittrellr "k nd.com 972/239-7957 

DALLAS: Dallas Symphony Orchestra Parch 1-3,15-18, 
29-31. Meyerson Symphony Cerv. wwv..callassymphony.  
com 214/692-0203 

DALLAS: North Texas Irish Festival March 2-4. Fair Park, 
First Avenue at Parry Avenue. www.ntif.org 972/943-4624 
or 214/821-4173 

DALLAS: Savor Dallas March =0-31. Tickets required.  
www.savordallas.com 214/744-5642 

DENTON:35 Denton March 8-11. http:/'3Edeiton.com 
940/453-1134 

DENTON: Texas Storytelling Festival Marc, 8-11.  
www.tejasstorytelling.com 940,382-7014, ext. 224 

DUBLIN: St. Patrick's Day Festival March 1E-17.  
wrvw.dublintxchamber.com 254,445-3422
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FARMERS BRANCH: Encounters From the Past 
March 16-17, 23-24. Keenan Cemetery. 972/406-0184 

FORT WORTH: The Age of Impressionism: Great French 
Paintings from the Clark March 11-June 17. Kimbell Art 
Museum. www.kimbellart.org 817/332-8451 

FORT WORTH: A Celtic Celebration March 16-18. The Fort 
Worth Symphony Orchestra at Bass Performance Hall. www.  
fwsymphony.org 817/665-6000 

FRISCO: Arts in the Square Festival March 31-April 1.  
www.friscosquare.com/aits 469/633-1721 

GRANBURY: General Granbury's Birthday Celebration 
March 17-18. www.granburysquare.com 817/573-5299 

GRAND PRAIRIE: Festival de la Familia March 31. Traders 
Village www.tradersvillage.com 972/647-2331 

GRAPEVINE: ChocolateFest March 9-10. www.chocolate 
festgrapevine.org 972/574-4420 

IRVING: Texas Steel Guitar Jamboree March 8-11. Shera
ton Grand DFW. www.texassteelguitar.org 817/558-3481 

LULING: Ragun Cajun Throwdown Gumbo Cook-Off 
March10. www.lulingmainstreet.com 830/875-3214, ext. 3 

McKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days March 16-18.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

ROUND TOP: Guitar Festival at Round Top March10.  
Festival Concert Hall. www.festivalhill.org 979/249-3129 

ROUND TOP: Herbal Forum at Round Top March 16-17.  
Round Top Festival Institute. www.festivalhill.org 
979/249-3129

SALADO: Wildflower Art Fair March 24-25. Civic Center.  
www.salado.com 254/947-5040 

SEGUIN: Toast to Texas March 2. Sebastopol State 
Historic Site. www.visitseguin.com 800/580-7322 

WEST: West, Central Texas Ceramic Expo and 
Handcrafted Items March 10-11. http://westceramicshow.  
web.officelive.com 972/279-0857 

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
FALFURRIAS: Funfest March 1-3. 361/325-3333 

GOLIAD: Goliad Massacre Re-enactment March 24-25.  
Presidio La Bahia National Historic Landmark. www.presidio 
labahia.org 361/645-3752

HIDALGO: Borderfest March 1-4. Dodge Arena Grounds.  
www.borderfest.org 

McALLEN: Music After Hours Outdoor Concert Series 
and Art Walk March 2. Archer Park. www.mcallenchamber.  
com 956/687-2787 

MERCEDES: Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show 
March 9-18. www.rgvlivestockshow.com 

SAN ANTONIO: Luminaria March10. Downtown.  
www.luminariasa.org 

SAN ANTONIO: Fiesta of Gems March 17-18. Live Oak 
Civic Center. www.swgemandmineral.org 

WESLACO: Texas Onion Fest March 24-25. City Park.  
www.weslaco.com/onionfest 956/968-2102

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Events Calendar, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 
from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central.  
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information I 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including 4 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Events Calendar).  
Send future event information to: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009; fax: 512/486-5879; e-mail: trv-tec@dot.state.tx.us. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, 
Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep. 1.

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles 
HELPING TEXANS GO. HELPING TEXAS GROw.

i/ Icj i( 

MANKETDAY 

March INovember
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Daytripper WITH CHET GARNER

Hunting for Sam 
in Huntsvlle 
FOR SOME, the idea of spending time in Huntsville 

conjures up images of a striped jumpsuit, two 

matching metal bracelets, and a uniformed 

escort who definitely isn't a tour guide. But for 

those who visit voluntarily, Huntsville makes E 

for one incredible day trip.

9:00 a.m. I started 

my day with a visit to 
Huntsville's most famous and 

most enormous resident

the 77-foot-tall General Sam 
Houston Statue. This iron-and
concrete tribute welcomes 

travelers along 1-45 to Sam's 

neck of the Piney Woods.  
Rather than pass by, I spent 

some time gazing up from 

Sam's colossal feet, which is 

the only way to truly appreci

ate the giant general.  

10:00 a.m. To dig deep
7 er into Houston's legacy, 

I visited the Sam Houston 
Memorial Museum at Sam 
Houston State University.  
Most know Sam for his victory 

at San Jacinto, but few know 

about his other accolades. The 

museum recounts the many 

chapters of Houston's life, such 

as his time living with the 

Cherokee, his short tenure as 

Tennessee's governor, and his 

firm pro-Union stance before 

the Civil War, which ultimately 
resulted in his political down
fall. The museum is full of arti

facts, but none more incred

ible than the Woodland Home 
where Sam lived with his wife, 
Margaret, and seven of their 
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eight children. The home is a 

National Landmark and still 

stands in its original location 

(now behind the museum).  

(1 11:45 a.m. To pay my 
respects, I stopped by 

Houston's Grave at the Oak
wood Cemetery. When Hous
ton died, few mourned his death, 
and his grave was marked with 

a common tombstone. Over

time, the peo

ple of Texas 

erected the 

ornate marble 

headstone Sam 

deserves, and 

Andrew Jack

son's quote on 

its front couldn't 

ring more true:

1:30 p.m. Since 1848, 
Huntsville has been home 

to the Texas prison system and 
is the location of the state's 

first facility-the Huntsville 
"Walls" Unit. Just blocks from 

downtown, the Walls Unit con

tinues to operate and houses 

around 1,700 inmates. I drove 

around the unit's towering brick 

walls, happy to be outside the

Contact the City of 

Huntsville Tourism 
Department at 
936/291-9726; 

www.huntsville 

texas.com.

"The World Will Take Care of 
Houston's Fame." 

12:15 p.m. With a full 
head and an empty 

stomach, I headed to Mr. Ham

burger. Opened in 1959, this 
place is still a popular stop 

for hungry locals and SHSU 
students. My "Warden Burger" 
was deliciously topped with 

onions, mushrooms, and a 

red pepper/garlic sauce. It sat

isfied my hunger and set the 

stage for my next activity.

Walls Unit.  

( 2:00 p.m.  
To get a 

glimpse of what 

goes on inside the 

Walls and other 

prisons, I stopped 
by the Texas Prison 
Museum. Along 

with displays doc-
umenting the history of the 
Texas prison system and in

credible stories from inmates 

and employees, the museum 

houses unique artifacts like 

confiscated weapons and "Old 

Sparky," the electric chair used 

from 1924-1964.  

' 4:30 p.m. To celebrate 
t my freedom, I drove 

to Huntsville State Park. In 
warmer weather, the park's 

Lake Raven is an excellent 

swimming hole, but with a

chill in the air I opted to 

hike across a series of board

walks to a tributary of the lake 
known as Alligator Branch.  

The gators were nowhere to 

be seen, but a hike along the 

beautiful pine-lined park trails 
was payoff enough.  

6:30 p.m. For dinner, 
I made my way to The 

Homestead on 19th, part of 
which is in an 1830s log cabin 
on Houston's old homestead.  

My mozzarella-stuffed steak 

and homemade shortcake 

made for one of the most de

licious meals I've ever eaten.  

And while it wasn't my last 

meal on earth, should I find 

myself in such a situation, I 

now know what I'm ordering.  

WHILE Huntsville certainly 
lives up to its "captivating" 

reputation, it makes a much 

better day trip for those 

who visit of their own free 
will. And if Sam Houston 
liked Huntsville enough to 
call it home, then every 

Texan should follow the 

General's lead, at least for 

a day. So whether you follow 

my footsteps or forge your 

own path, I hope to see you 

on the road. TH
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Photograp h by J. GRIFFIS SMITH

IT'S ALL IN THE DETALS. With spring's arrival ccmes the urge to photograph 
the wildflowers that populate Texas fields and roadsices. While colorful landscapes 
beckon, TH Photography Editor Griff Smith says it's war:hwhile to try to capture the 
beauty of a single -lower. -his image of a Texas thistlE, whici reveals a burst of spiky, 
variegated petals, listrates -is point. "First, select the mac-o mode on your camera, 
which, on most point-and-sh:ots, is indicatec by a tulip symbol," says Smith. "This 

allows you to get one or two inches away f-om the flcwer and focus in on 
the details. Remerrer, ke Ding some background in the frame can give the 
photo a sense of place." See texashighways.com/windowontexas for 
the THvideo on macro phc:ography.  

Texas thistles blocT April th-o-gh August and abound throughout the state.  
T-is image was taKEn along a county road lear Facet:evillE.

To order a print of this photograph, cail 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashihwayspints.com,
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