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Up Front 

"Arf" We There Yet? 
his month, our Summer Travel Planner showcases 

a range of trip options, including the editors' top 
tips for 12 weeks of heat-beating fun, camping and 

Corpus Christi excursions with kids, a roundup of revitaliz
ing swimming holes, and a selection ofsmall-town escapes.  

And we haven't forgotten Fido. The cover image of Jack, 
the buoyant Boston Terrier on Lake LBJ, inspired us to 
check in with frequent contributor and expert dog-tripper 
Melissa Gaskill, author of Best Hikes With Dogs: Texas 
Hill Country and Gulf Coast and several articles on canine
cations. Melissa shares her short list of favorite Lone Star 

destinations that let Rover come over: 
"Among my picks is Canyon of the Eagles Resort at 

Lake Buchanan," says Melissa. "The lodge is dog-friendly, 
from the rooms (no carpet) to the common areas, where 

impromptu dog-and-owner gatherings often hap

pen, as are the park's miles of trails, from 

level and easy to more challenging.  
"We also frequent Lady Bird Lake 

E EHike and Bike Trail in Austin for the 
s scenery, loops of various lengths, 

' water for dogs to swim in (the lake), 
and water to drink (dog bowls at most 

water fountains). There's always lots 

offour-legged company.  
"On the coast, I love A Laughing Horse 

Lodge in Port Aransas. At the entrance to these 
funky little cottages, a sign proclaims 'Good dogs ok' and the 
owners provide water bowls, treats, ID tags, pick-up bags, 
and a designated dog exercise area. Take Rover for a run on 
the nearby, paw-friendly beach and be sure to rinse him at 
one of the public showers at beach-access points.  

"In Houston, the 7,800-acre George Bush Park has a 
paved, 3-plus-mile trail from the Equestrian Trail parking 

lot to the sports park, great to hike or bike with your dog.  
And the Millie Bush Dog Park has separate areas for large 
and small dogs, swimming ponds, shade trees, and lots of 
open space." 

Swimming holes and plentiful space and shade sound 
good for us all. Here's to the best summer ever. Until next 
time, find us online, and happy travels! 

Jill Lawless, Editor 

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter II 

Drive Clean AcrossTexas "

WILD & WONDERFUL 
Check out the flowery photos taken by Texas Highways' talented 
photographers on exhibit May 4-12 at The University of Texas 
at Austin Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. On May 11 from 
9 to 11 a.m., Photography Editor Griff Smith will host a photo tips/ 
meet-and-greet at the Wildflower Center. And remember to sub
mit your entries to the Wildflower Photo Contest, cosponsored 
by the Center and TH; the deadline is May 6. More details at 
www.texashighways.com and www.wildflower.org.  

TRIP TIP: 
TICKETS TO ( 2 ._TH E STARS 
TH Publisher Charles 
Lohrmann recommends a 

4- stay in Fort Davis, where 
St'you'll want to join one of the 

nearby McDonald Observa
tory's evening Star Parties.  
Or, if you're an early-to-bed 

traveler, enjoy a twilight program. Either way-and even if you 
decide on a day pass-it's a good idea to purchase your tickets 
online before you go (www.mcdonaldobservatory.org). That 
way, rather than wait in the ticket line, you'll be able to enjoy 
the Frank N. Bash Visitors Center at the Observatory before you 
party with the stars.  

SNEAK PEEK: 

Next month, we'll feature three itineraries for South Padre, from 
adventurous to tame (but not lame). There's more shore to explore 
in Galveston-including the historic Strand and new Pleasure 
Pier-plus coverage of timeless Garner State Park. And have you 
ever heard of the $100 hamburger? Stay tuned for June.  
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It's all about water when it 
comes to surviving-and dare we say relish
ing-the Texas summer. Our state is h:'me 
to numerous refreshing swimming holes 
that beckon when the swelter takes over.  
Here's our guide to where to dive in.  

Text by MELISSA GASKILL
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5 2 Writer Dan Oko sets out on a cross
state camping adventure with his five-year
old daughter. Not only do tie two live tc tell 
the tale, they also develop a new appreciation 
for some of Texas' most beautiful places.  

Text by DAN OKO 
Photographs by E. DAN KLEPPER

Fredericksburg 10 
Dallas 21 
Giddings 29 
Brenham 37 
Palo Duro Canyon 
State Park 38 
Highland Lakes 39 
Gatesville 40 
Fort Worth 40 
McAllen 41 
Amarillo 41 
Caddo Lake 41 
Port Aransas 42 
San Antonio 42 

Arlington 43 
Houston 43 
South Padre Island 44 
Galveston 44 
Fort Davis 45 

Grapevine 45 
Hamilton Pool 
Preserve 46 

Comal Springs 46 
Barton Springs 46 
San Solomon Springs/ 
Balmorhea State Park 46 
Blue Hole, Georgetown 46 
Blue Hole, Wimberley 46 
Hancock Springs 46 
Krause Springs 46 
Fort Clark Springs 46 
Nueces River 46 
Garner State Park 52 
Big Bend National Park 52 
Davis Mountains 
State Park 52 
McDonald Observatory 52 

Corpus Christi 58 
Cross Plains 66 
Marfa 80 
Schulenburg 81

5 S With impressive science, history, 
and art attractions, Corpus Christi keeps tour
ists plenty busy. Anc to top it off, there's the 
beach! The combination of fun and sun makes 
for a great getaway, especially with kids.  

ext by JENNIFER BABISAK 
Photographs by WILL VAN OVERBEEK
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If you have that anxious feeling where 
you know you need to get away - It's 
island time! This summer, escape to 
beautiful Galveston Island where 
relaxing on 32 miles of beaches is 
worth the trip alone. WVhen you're 
done relaxing, tind out what makes 
Galveston such a special, diverse 
destination by enjoying any of the 
island's many attractions.  

Galveston is jain-packed with 
opportunity for adventu re, from the 
pyramids of Moody. Gardens to the

thrills of Schlitterbahn Galveston 
Island WZaterpark. This summer.  
parasail or the Gulf of Mexico or ride 
a rollercoaster at the new Galveston 
Island Historic Pleasure Pier.  

Learn about the island's unique history 
at Bishop's Palace, Moody Mansion, 
the Lone Star Flight Museum, the 
Pier 21 Theater showing The Great 
Storm, or even upon the 1877 Tall Ship 
ELJSSA. Take advantage of nature by 
going surfing, kayaking, or fishing, and 
when you're done, Be sure to check out

the unique shops and restaurants found 
in Galveston's historic dow ntown.  

Lodging in Galveston accommodates 
every budget and length of stay. Plan a 
week in one of the Island's beach houses 
and condos or take a quick escape in a 
hotel or a historic bed & breakfast.  

Everything you need to know about 
Galveston Island can be found at www.  
galveston.com.or call us today at 888.  
GA L SLE (425.753) to plan the 
perfect getaway.
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THE SAN LUIS/ 
SPA & CONFERENCE CENTER

409.744.1500 I SanLuisResort.com
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50 MILES FR6M ROUST"N, A'W'RLD AWAY IN SPIRIT

A History of iospia Iity. A Puire of 1.Distinction.
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The Hotel Galvez & Saa and The Trement H-ouse have long 
been the lodgings of choice for disrrminating travelers on 
Galveston Island. Known for their cistinctive style and gra
cious service, bs>h hotels offer lege atry hospitality and prox
imity to the Island's ma.>y attractions. ihe beachfront location 
of the Hotel Galvez & Spa offers exansive Gulf views and a 
tropical luxury that incdiades the island'ss finest spa. Located in 
Galveston's historic Strand Dist it: within walking distance 
of a wide array of shops, restaurants, museums, and galleries, 
The Trensont f-louse is the perfect etrea: for romantic week
ends, family gatherings or corporate re:reats. Each hotel offers 
an ideal venue for intimate and gtand gatherings.

.024 sEWaLn OLVIn:, GAIVI5s14tIN IsMAND, tX 
409.765.7721 wwW.yndhamHotelGalv-z.com 

~TIIE TREMONT HOUSE 
s r,.,,,,,+r .,Itit+, 

23 )P 51i1'S MECSHIANIC RO%, (Al VISION ISLA NL, IX 
40 .63.0300 I -ww.yndharfremontHous.com

The splfCndor SurrouAtS 
2jou here in -f-is li-I-Ic.  

piece oQ paxradiu.  

Enjoy a rare, up-close experience with free-roaming Saki Monkeys, 
beautiful macaws and cther endangered animals and plants at the 
all new Rainforest Pyramid .Escape to the South Atlantic, Pacific cr 
Caribbean in peaceful tranquili'1 'Ati playful penguins, seals, 
sharks and bountiful tropical fisi at the Aquarium Pyramid*.  
Explore the science of music at tie JAVI: Remastered exhibit at 
the Discovery Museum. Feel tre white sand between your toes 
at Palm Beach where a summer -aduemture and a lazy river awai:.  
Next, embark on a Colonel Padilewheeler cruise or a new challenge 
at the Moody Gardensm Golf CcLrse. Then relax and indulge in a little 
island time amongst lush gardens and the beautiful Moody Gardens' Hotel.  

.. d IAER' " RiEFin- "LV ' DTEA C_ 
.CL VERY MUSEUM " HOTEL " GOLF C , 

iNFOREST AND AQUARIUM PYRAMIDS 
MOODY GARDENS K I BEACH " COLONEL PADDLE WHEElF: 
c A L 'v E S T o N I L A N u M00DYGARDENS.ORG * 80-582-4673
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Summertime Fun at The Victorian 
Year-round at tractions and events on the Island are enjoyed by alL
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The new Galveston Historic Pleasure Pier, with roller coaster and 

other amusement park rides.  

Moody Gardens Tropical Rainforest and Aquarium pyramids.  
Schlltterbahn Galveston Water Park, indoor and outdoor water park.  

Historic homes to tour. Nature tours. Planes and trains museums.  

Stay at The Victorian in a spacious and comfortable condo sulte, 

One bedroom condo, with bunk beds, sleeps 4 adults and 2 children, 
minimum two-night stay.  

Two nights (2) rates from $470.99 inclusive 
roomss raa, kcs and tax) V 
Ask about our weekly special (7 nights) 
from $1400.99 inclusive ruom rain, inu and tl R

6300 Seawall " Galveston - TX - 855.  
www.facebook.comlgalvestonvictorian - victoriancondn.corm " pi
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1.8775 attn. In.  

n code ST2 anc ST7 Lo1 Tobort

just about get 
a tank of gas! 
Dnt guestrooms 
ndly rates 
ental breakfast & snacks 
property-wide 
beachfront pool 
reonthebeach.com 

37th & Seawall 
Galveston Island! 
800.231.9921

,f,:=Lcted at Pierl19 
Has ,. rborsicle Drive ait 20th Street 
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Want Exclusive Savings?
The new Galveston I land Pasa is your paport to adventure and saving! With the pass, you can experience multiple 
attractions in Galveston while having up to 40% off retail admission pri ax' Pur. chase your Island Pas s oxlltlsively at 
www.galvestoniklandpasscom! 

- Visit Galveston's historic downtown/seap(Irt district for a 
wide variety of free entertainment throughout the year. Stre 

- amidst the beautifully restored Victorian architecture. Dise 

the wide array of shops offering special one-of-a-kind items.  
t'inc at one of many legendary Galveston restaurants. Take 

- k 1'' 2I d d' '1 f d i i
wa nn ter an tsconver youlr ne~w amn y tut cestnaru 

Free Events: 
Saengerfest Park Events (23rd & Strand) 
1st Saturdays 

Movie Nite on '['he Strand, dusk 
(March -October) 

2nd Saturdays/Ith Saturdays 
Music Nite on The Strand, 6-9pm 
(March - October) 

Pier 21 Events (21st and Harborside) 
3rd Saturdays

OR EvNT StAC RETAl,, OEEICE OR AIART MEANT L(5T lEASING, CAII

GAL. ISLE 

ll r 
a 1 

on .

marty on t A let, CA 9pm 

Live music and family flu on the Galveston Harbor.  
(March -' October) 

409.763.5806 cm vtsrr www.MitchellHistoricProperties.eom

See New T Ings... Aihd H istoric Ones, too 
In Dowvntowni Galveston

Mitchell Historic Properties invites you t explore one of Texas' most 
distinctive shopping venues. Shop, dine, and be entertained amidst 
the elegant Victorian architecture that defines Galveston Island's 
charming downtown.

Food & Entertainment 
Baywatch IDulphin 'Tours 
Buster's Old 'Time Photos 
Fisherman's Wharf 
Puddrucker's 
flaunted Mayfield Manor 
jet Boat Thrill Rides at Pier 21 
Jimmy John's Gourmet Sandwiches 
Luigis Ristorante Italiano 
Nestle Toll House Cafr! 
Nonto Tony's World Kitchen 
Olympia The Grill at Pier 21 
Pier 21 'Theater 
Pirates! Legends of the Gulf Coast 
Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory 
Starhocks Coif he 
T"te Rooftop Bar at The Tremont Heuse 
Willie G's Seafood & Steak House

Hotels 
harbor Iouse 
IHTotel Galver & Spa 
'The Tretmont House 

Gifts, Fashion, Jewelry & Home 
I)ownmown Blooms 

Gracie's 
Head to Lootsies 
Primitive African Art Gallery 
Santa Fe 'Trail Indian Jewelry 
'The Adriralty, Ocean Discoveries 
Ihe Jewel Garden 
'Texas Cowgirls 
'I'ina's Clothing & Hone decor 

M itchell! I r ,r 9

rOR EVENT SEACtE, RETAIL CEICE OR AI'ARTMt LVO I T lEAsING, CALL 409.763.5806 o t visr' www.Mitchell-istoricProperties.eom
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Talk to TH 
Readers sound off 
Enchiladas+Pralines+Big Bend 

Postcards 
New Finds, Old Faves 
A trip to Fredericksburg shows 
the Hill Country hotspot isn't rest
ing on its Izurels. Plus: The Good
night Historical Center opens in 
the Panhardle; the Lone Star Opry 
keeps the country music coming 
in Giddings; and Six Flags Fiesta 
Texas debuts the Iron Rattler.  

TH Taste 
A Tasty Tour of Uptown Dallas 
A food tour of the trendy neighbor
hood keeps adventurous diners 
abreast of Callas' evolving culinary 
scene. Plus: Fossati's Delicatessen 
has been feeding Victoria since

1882; and Elm Creek Cafe near 
Lincoln perfects "country-style." 

| Weekender 
Hometown Heritage 
Giddings offers a weekend steeped 
in history, complemented by com
fy cafes and time-tested barbecue.  

Speaking of Texas 
The Prince of Pulp 
Robert E. Howard's enduring 
popularity in the fantasy fiction 
genre belies his ordinary upbring
ing in Cross Plains. Here's the 
story of the remarkable rise and 
tragic end of one of our state's 
most imaginative authors.  

9 " TH Traveler 
A roundup of May events 
The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflow
er Center celebrates blooms with

a TH photo exhibit and contest, 
Fort Lancaster remembers its 
frontier days, and the Scots 
gather in Arlington, plus dozens 
of other fun activities in May.  

TH Daytripper 
Mission to Marfa 
Chet Garner takes in the si hts ' "'

g , 
bites, and soaring heights of 
Marfa. Thusly inspired, the 
Daytripper makes a "living art" 
contribution to the town's out
sized cultural scene.  

Window on Texas 
The Architecture of a Photo 
To capture the intricate beauty 
of St. Mary's Catholic Church, 
Photo Editor Griff Smith took 
a non-standard view, and now 
shares his strategy for photo
graphing architecture.

About Our Covers 
FRONT: Jack, a Boston terrier, rides the 
waves at Lake LBJ, one of the Highland 
Lakes. Photo Kenny Braun 

BACK: A triple-scoop cone of Blue Bell 
ice cream, photographed at the source 
in Brenham. Photo byJ. Griffis Smith 

Photographic 
Prints Available 
Some images in this issue are available as 
prints in two distinctive formats. For more 
information, call toll-tree 866/962-1191, or 
visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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STRoP AND THE LOST PINES REGIo 

TONIGHT'S LINEUP:

LARRY AND JEFF 

ON GUITAR.  

BLUE JAY AND 
MOCKINGBIRD 

ON VOCALS.

Larry, LarryLand Music Store

On the first Friday of every month, locals gather at 

Larry's for something he likes to call "Pickin' on 

the Porch:" But Larry isn't the only music legend 

here in town. Bastrop is home to more than 

250 species of birds, most of which have been 

playing here long before there was anyone to 

listen. So if you really want to hear a little live 

music, just step outside. And if you like what 

, you hear, you'll love what you see.

Plan your road trip today at 

VISITLOSTPINES.COM
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Get Texas Highways for yourself!
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STARTS WITH 

H iewy 
Join uS! Get 12 issues chock-full of 
Texas' best getaways, events, attractions, 
and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! Aone-year subscrip
tion to Texas Highways Magazine is just 
$19.95... that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gift!Friends, family 
members, and business associates 
all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 
Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 
(yours or a gift) is $19.95. Additional U.S.  
orders are just $17.95 each when ordered 
at the same time.  

To order by phone, call 

1-800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central 
Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 
Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa " MasterCard 
Discover -American Express

Or visit

E-mail address 
Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

Just $19.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.)

d Yes! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
MY NAME 

Address 

City State Zip

6305SU1

r ..I 

Give T'exas Hig hways to a friend! 

/ Y! 5es Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! Just $19.95 for 
Please print the first U.S.  
MY NAME subscription, and 

Address _$17.95 for each 

additional U.S. order! 
City State Zip (International subscriptons are $29.95.)

E-mail address 

Please send me new features and offers from Texas Highways via email.  

Send a gift subscription to: 
RECIPIENT'S NAME 

Address 

City State Zip 

To include more gifts, enclose a list.

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form in 
the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a card announcing your gift 
directly to your recipient.  

For faster service, please call 
1-800-839-4997.  

F305SU1

.-.a

SAVE 58% 
OFF NEWSSTAND! 
Simply return this order form 
in the mail-we'll bill you later.
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READER MAIL > READER RECOMMENDATIONS

Enchilada Shout-out 
Thanks to Robb Walsh for mentioning 

El Azteca Restaurant [www.elaztecaustin.  

com] on East 7th Street in Austin in his 

story on enchiladas [TH Taste, March].  

The best Tex-Mex in Austin since 1963! 

Though I haven't been able to get there 

since moving to Garland eight years ago, 
the No. 1 Platter with a large lemonade 

comes to mind often.  

STEVEN M. HANES, 

TH Facebook Fan 

Candy Land 
I loved Mary O. Parker's story 

on Lammes Candies [TH Taste, 
February]. When I was a girl, we would go 

to Lammes on Austin's Congress Avenue 

and buy a few pieces of divinity and a pint 

of Lammes gem (like sherbet in several 

fruit flavors) to take home. Mr. Lamme 

would give me a peppermint stick, too.  

My favorites today are divinity and the 

chewy pralines.  

LAVERNE HEIN, 
Hermantown, Minnesota 

0TH READER 
RECOMMENDATION 

HERE'S A LIST of my favorite restaurants: In B 

mont, Elena's Mexican Restaurant is family run 

the quesadillas are superb. Also there, Chaba Th 

Cuisine has the best pad ped ever! And in Houst 
it's Cafe Pita+: Amazing food, the freshest ingre( 

Try the feta-feta appetizer.  

JOHN ROBY 

Elena's Mexican Restaurant is at 1865 College St. in 

Beaumont, 409/832-1203 (another location at 6291 
Blvd.). Chaba Thai Cuisine is at 4340 E. Lucas Dr. in 
mont, 409/899-4500 (more on Chaba Thai Bistro 
chabathaibistro.com). Cafe Pita+ is at 10852 WesthE 
in Houston, 713/953-7237; www.cafepita.weebly.c 

(another location at 5506 Richmond Ave.).

. i I

U r ' 

I ..;

Big Times, Big Bend 
You cannot imagine how much I 

enjoyed February's Big Bend issue. My 

parents moved to Alpine when I was 

three years old. They were adventure

some, and we went to all the places show

cased in this issue, plus many more. We 

hiked and camped in Big Bend before it 

became a national park.  

We were at McDonald 

Observatory when the 

first mirror was deliv

ered-what a joy it has 

been to watch the site 

grow and add more tele

scopes. Although it has 

been a number of years 

eau- since I lived in the area, 

,and it remains one of the 

ai most fascinating parts of 

:on, Texas to me. Thanks for 

dients. a great issue.  

JOANBRADY 

BUZZARD, Lakeway 

9 Phelan Coming Home 
Beau- I recently renewed my 

at www. subscription to TH and 

rimer Rd. remembered how much 

om ' I love reading the arti

cles. Great April story on

Uvalde. Spent 20 years in the area and 

will be going back this summer for sure! 

MARYANNLINK 

Rest Up! 
TH Facebook fans respond to the 

April Postcards story on TxDOT's "Rest

Stop Revival": 

I now plan my trips with those stops 

in mind.  
-PAIGE FEATHERSTON GORDON 

We spend a lot of time on US 287 and 

I-35. Love the new rest areas.  

-RENEA HO-GLAND TAYLOR 

There's a great stop on Interstate 10 

southwest of Beaumont. Clean and 

spacious, with information and play

ground equipment.  

-PHYLLIS JOHNSON 

Q CONTACT TH 
We wat to ^ear from you! Seud feedback and re:
orm nadairo to: Iexas Highways Box 141009, Austho 
/874I 1009. Email: letters054texashighways.com. We re
'>orve the right to edit items. Because we're unable to check 

ut every reommendation, and because hours vary and 
Ma ~ ~ i~i anug mhe m iormat ion.  

Please pass this magazine along! zXI 
PRINTED IN U.S.A ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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T'S GETTING TOUGH TO SPEND THE DAY IN FREDERICKSBURG.  
After enjoying numerous day-trips to this Central Texas town, I 

realized during my most recent visit that Fredericksburg's attrac

tions-both the new and the venerable-have become so numer

ous that one day just doesn't cut it anymore. Fredericksburg has 

become an overnight destination.  

It's actually getting harder just to get when comingfrom the east alongUS 290, 
to Fredericksburg, what with all the where numerous stores offer antiques 

roadside stands on the outskirts of the and myriad artistic creations.  

town over- And then there is the wine: US 290 

'inc2 6 kan ook flowing with is also called "Fredericksburg Wine 
hasoffered red,ad (depending on Road 290" because the 40-mile stretch 

colectibe volumesOw the season) just- between Johnson City and the west side 
David Berkman fosters a picked peaches, of Fredericksburg boasts 11 Hill Country 
community vibe wit fr tomatoes, and wineries, including Becker Vineyards, 
gourmet coffee and y pecans. This is Pedernales Cellars, and Woodrose Win
ro ' r d nk especially true ery in nearby Stonewall.

Dedicated bibliophiles 
will enjoy exploring 

Berkman Books, which 

boasts an estimated 
100,000 used and rare 

voluimes in about 
2,000 square feet 

of spaCe,
Z 

6 

Z
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Postcards
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There are also several tasting rooms on 

US 290, including Fredericksburg's 4.0 

Cellars, a collaboration of three Texas 

wineries (McPherson Cellars in Lubbock, 
Brennan Vineyards in Comanche, and 

Lost Oak Winery in Burleson) that opened 

in April 2012. I liked 4.0's contemporary 

interior design-a combination of neutral 

colors and polished surfaces offset with 

colorful paintings from local artists; and I 

,' x

loved tasting the individual wineries' port

folios. Among my favorites during the stop 

were Lost Oak's tempranillo, McPherson's 

sangiovese, and Brennan's malbec.  

Eventually, I made it into Fredericks

burg proper, where US 290 becomes Main 

Street and beckons visitors with a vari

ety of restaurants, art galleries, clothing 

boutiques, and gift shops. Originally set

tled in 1846 and still steeped in German 

heritage, Fredericks

burg never seems to 

lose its charm, and the 

sidewalks usually teem 

with out-of-towners, 

like me, exploring 

A coua oration between 
three Texas wineries, 
Fredericksburg's 4.0 

- Cellars complemrents 
the fruitful wine-tas ting 

scn. along US 90.

one store after another.  

As a dedicated biblio
phile, I always pay a visit 

to Berkman Books, a book- H 
store on East Main Street.  

With about 2,000 square 
feet of space covering several rooms, 
Berkman boasts an estimated 100,000 

us ed and rare volumes, according to 

owner David Berkman, who is always 

acquiring new books for his inventory.  

'These came from Larry McMur

try's book sale," David told me, referring 

to the famous Texas author who auc

tioned off hundreds of thousands of 

bcoks from his Archer City bookstore 

last August. Pointing out several shelves 

near the front, he said, "Everyone wants 

car books, and so I bought a bunch of 

car books from there." 

After browsing the stacks of Texana, 
history, and fiction, and then poking 

around Der Alte Fritz, a German antiques

14 texashighways.com MAY 2013



store in Berkman's back room, I enjoyed 

a delicious lunch at Peach Tree on South 

Adams, just a couple blocks off Main. The 

cafe has been around for 40 years, but the 

country-cottage settingstill looks as fresh 

as the daily baked bread and other menu 

items coming out of the kitchen. Don't 

pass up the butternut squash soup if it's 

available; for diners who have a hard time 

deciding, the popular "Sandwich Sam

pler"features quarter-portions of chicken 

salad, jalapeno-pimento cheese, and tuna 

salad sandwiches, plus soup or salad.  

The Hangar Hotel, 
just a few miles from 
Main Street, looks like 

a World War Il-era 
airplane hangar on 

the outside, and 
replicates the romance 
and drama of the1940s 

on the inside.  

Followinglunch, I strolledbackto Main 

Street and soon discovered a multi-story 

business called Vaudeville. With its mod

ern interior, clean lines, and earth tones, 
Vaudeville stands in contrast to the many 

Fredericksburg stores featuring folksy 

ambiances. The main-floor showroom 

sells contemporary home furnishings; 

the upstairs art gallery displays paintings, 
photographs, and sculptures from local, 
national, and international artists; and the 

French-style bistro in the basement serves 

a variety of dishes using local meats, 
cheeses, and produce. Judging from the 

crowds I encountered on all three levels, 
I think Vaudeville's mixed-use concept 

might catch on elsewhere in town.  

I then headed to the Gillespie County 

Airport. No, it wasn't time to leave; it was 

time to check in at the Hangar Hotel.

Located just a few miles from Main 

Street-and adjacent to one of the airport's 

runways-the hotel looks like a World 

War II-era airplane hangar on the outside, 
and replicates the romance and drama of 

the 1940s on the inside.  

The 50 guestrooms are appointed with 

mahogany furniture, retro telephones, 
king-size beds, and art with an aviation 

theme. The hotel's 1940s-style diner, the

Airport Diner, serves breakfast and lunch, 
and the windows look out on the runway, 
where small aircraft and military helicop

ters regularly touch down.  

The "Officer's Club" is the hotel bar 

with a pool table, fireplace, and chairs 

covered with red bomber-jacket leather.  

While enjoying a cocktail, I chatted with 

hotel owner DickEsterson, apilothimself, 
who estimatedthat [continued on page 17 0
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Located between Houston and 
- Corpus Christi, Victoria offers a 

perfect overnight getaway. Enjoy _________________our events, museums & festivals.  
Feauring Delbert McClinton 
April 19-20 
Theatre Victoria 
Presents "Harvey" April 19-21 & 25-27 

~\ Cinco de Mayo 
May 4 
Art Car Victoria Parade & Festival 

TEXA Bach Festival 
NDEPE ENCEune 1-8 

TEXASHIhJRDig Our H istory Days 
June 14-17 

VisitVictoriaTexas.com 1-800-926-5774 K 
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Take advantage of the great weather 
by swinging on up to New Braunfels 
for a few rounds on one of our Hill 
Country golf courses.  

New Braunfels 

(800) 572-2626 I PlaylnNewBraunfels.com

Thank you, and Good night 
The Goodnight House preserves Texas history

FTER BATTLING COMANCHES ON THE TEXAS PLAINS, BLAZING 
cattle trails from Texas to Wyoming, and settling the Colorado town 

of Pueblo, Charles Goodnight (1836-1929) built one of the ear
liest houses in the Texas Panhandle and helped establish one of Texas' I g 
first cattle ranches. He would eventually serve as the model for Larry 

McMurtry's character Woodrow Call in the novel-turned-miniseries 

"Lonesome Dove." 

In honor of the man who tamed the wild North Texas lands, numer

ous foundations and individuals have stepped up to help fund the Goodnight 
Historical Center, which opened this April in Goodnight, a small town some 13 

miles southeast of Claude. Approximately $1.3 million went toward the restora

tion of the rancher's 125-year-old home, as well as the property's windmill, well 
house, and bunkhouse. Another $800,000 was allotted to construct a visitor's 
center and to restore the headquarters where Goodnight managed his cattle

buffalo crossbreeding operation.  

The 2,900-square-foot Victorian house and 30 surrounding acres were 
donated in 2005 to the Armstrong County Museum in Claude. Photographs 

helped contractors re-create the original exterior, and for the interior work, they 

depended upon restoration experts, correspondence, and the memories of 

folks who had visited the home while the Goodnights were living. Contractors 

removed modifications such as sheetrock, cabinets, and bathrooms to restore 
the structure to its original state. The only modern convenience maintained was 

electricity for heating, cooling, and lighting.  

After touring the home, visitors can drop by a nearby gift shop, Buffalo Gold, 
to purchase rugs, saddle blankets, mittens, shawls, and other products made 

from buffalo fiber. Outside, buffalo descended from Goodnight's original herd 
roam the landscape. For more information or to arrange a tour, call 806/226

2187; www.armstrongcountymuseum.com/. -Elena Watts 

~~,,
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Postcards

burg offers, the

_ 

Street Dreams isn't a 
museum or showroom, 

but rather a working 
classic-car dealership.  

Curious walk-ins 
are welcome.  

: srntinued from pagc 15 perhaps 35 per

cent of his guests are pilots, and the rest 

are just interested in aviation or want a 

one-of-a-kind experience.  

The following morning, curiosity got 

the best of me and I stopped in at Street 

Dreams. I had passed the sign on my 

wanderings but had no idea what kind 

of business it was. Inside, I found a giant 

warehouse filled with dozens of vintage 

automobiles. When owner Ron Brown 

greeted me, he said that despite the excel

lent condition of both the facility and the 

inventory, Street Dreams isn't a museum 

or showroom, but rather a working clas

sic-car dealership. But he assured me he 

welcomes walk-ins who feel compelled to 

see what's going on.  

"We keep 60 or 65 old cars here. We 

ship them all over the world. But we're 

kind of a tourist attraction here in Fred

ericksburg. The ladies drop off their hus

bands out here and then go shopping on 

Main Street," Ron said, only half-joking.  

With everything else that Fredericks-

cars, rnduding this n< National Museum 

condition1951 Ford of the Pacific War 

truck, await admiration may be the histor

t street rem ical pride of the 
town-and I'm not 

the only one who thinks so. In 2010, after 

the George H. W. Bush Gallery opened at 

the museum, a writer for the Wall Street 

Journal proclaimed that it was "perhaps

the most comprehensive, well-organized 

and informative military museum" he'd 

ever seen; and last November CNN listed 

it alor_gside the USS Midway Museum in 

San Diego as one of tl-e top four destina

tions for history buffs.  

The interactive exhibits are engross

ing; the photographs are dramatic and 

heartbreaking. Amongthe museum's trea

sured artifacts are Allied and Japanese

MAY 2013 I texashighways.comn 17
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K7/dd a little zest to your Texas vacation! 
Breeze into Beaumont for amazing shopping, nonstop 
entertainment and delicious culinary experiences.  
With so many museums, historic home tours, and 
nature trails to blaze - you'd better start planning! 
The discoveries in Beaumont are endless.  

Request a Free Visitors Guide! 
Call 1-800-392-4401 or visit our website 

www.BeaumontCVB.com 

Visit Beaumont, TX @VisitBeaumontTX

CON ROE, TX 
Real People. Real Experiences. Real Fun.

St. Francis Wo/f Sanctuar 
tF W Concours d'Elegance of Texas returns in May 

This Summer, Create Texas 
Memories to Last a Iifetimne.

CO gC 9 Live Music Nightly in Historic 
x Downtown Conroc Enjoy live music Da 

at the Red Brick Tavern, The Corner Br 

Pub, and The Conroe Sparkle. cra 

Concours d'Elegancc of Texas 
A World-Class Show and Auction of Rare 
and Luxury Motorcars and Motorcycles.  

Summer Fun Tours 
Visit the Southern Star Brewery, 
the St. Francis Wolf Sanctuary, 
and the Heritage Museum.  

18nd .:re cornet:AY 201 

18 texashighways.com I MAY 2013

ve Fougeron, 
ewmaster of 
fted beers at 
outhern Star 
Brewing Co.

L.-y u 

<C ONROE 
T E x A s

aircraft, a cap
tured Japanese 

HA-19 Midget 
submarine from 

the attack on 

Pearl Harbor, 
and personal 

items from the

The Japanese Garden of 
Peace was a gift from the 

military leaders of Japan 
to the United States, in 
honor of Fleet Admiral 

Chester Nimitz, a native 

of Fredericksburg.

soldiers who fought at Okinawa, Tara

wa, and elsewhere throughout the Paci

fic Theater. Outside, there is the lovely 
Japanese Garden of Peace, and down the 
street at the Pacific Combat Zone, the 
museum stages combat reenactments on 

special weekends that offer insight to the 
realities of island warfare.  

I had been advised to allow three hours 

to fully appreciate the museum, but even 

that wasn't enough time. And with all the 

wineries, brewpubs, galleries, and stores 

that I didn't have time to visit this time 

around, I'm considering booking two 
nights for my next trip to Fredericks

burg-and maybe more. : 

Fredericksburg " 
is on US 290, about 65 miles north

-west of San Antonio. For information, 
contact the Fredericksburg Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, 888/997-3600; www.  
visitfredericksburgtx.com.

A
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Lone Star Opry 
Country Music Monday in Giddings Y OU COULD SET YOUR WATCH TO THE LONE STAR 

Opry. On the first Monday of each month for the past 

20 years, the Rotary Club of Giddings has been welcom

ing crowds to its Country Music Monday-a concert featuring re

gional and up-and-coming performers in a family-friendly show.  

"We've had shows on New Year's Day and on July 4th; it makes 

no difference," says Doug Westfall, the Opry's master of cere

monies. About 500 people typically turn out for the $5 shows, 

which are held in the Giddings High School cafeteria. Westfall 
says most of the crowd travels to Lee County from places like 

Brenham, Pflugerville, Victoria, and Waco.  

"No smoking, no drinking, no dancing," Westfall says. "This is 

not a young teenage modern rocking country kind of show. This 

is the traditional style-the Ray Price, Patsy Cline, George Jones, 
and Tammy Wynette era of music." 

Upcoming performers include Rick Cavender of San Antonio, 

Margie LeBlanc of Onalaska, and others on May 6; and Curtis

ILI
. , . _ - " 

, ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~. Q .t 

-.. . , r r j .

Sryan Gersch, Chri.  
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3 

Potter, a former 

member of Hank 

Thompson's band, 

on June 3.  

The Rotary Club 
of Giddings started Country Music Monday as a fundraiser.  

Over the years, the event has contributed more than $140,000 

to scholarships for graduating high school seniors, Westfall says.  

The show starts at 7:30 p.m., but many guests arrive early 

to order a hamburger, play cards, and socialize, Westfall says.  

Admission is free for children age 12 and younger.  

"We soon recognized that it was more than a fundraiser, that 

it had become a community service project," Westfall says.  

"We have become one great big family. The attendees look 
forward to seeing their friends at this once-a-month gathering, 
from all over." For more deta Is, see www.lonestaropry.com.  

-Matt Joyce

I South Padre Island is the 

place. The place where the road 

ends, the island life begins, and 

visitors are welcomed like family.  

Where neckties were outlawed and 

flip flops are considered formal 

wear. Where sunrises and sunsets 

are spectator sports. Where fun 

flies and it's always five o'clock.  

Where there is always something 

to do and where doing nothing is 

really something.  

ISLAND 

800.SOPADRE 0S' 1 
www.sopadre.com

MAY 2013 I texashighways.com 19

riyY 
I 

1 r 
, 

'..



Postcards

Adrenaline Surge 
Splashy new attractions at Six Flags and Schlitterbahn 

INCE THE FIRST SCHLITTERBAHN WATERPARK 
opened in New Braunfels in 1967, the family-owned 
theme park has been on the forefront of innovation. In 

fact, 2nd-generation owner Jeff Henry has registered more than 
60 patents and trademarks for such inventions as tidal-wave 
rivers and uphill water coasters, not to mention that tumble
friendly, squishy flooring material now found at waterparks 
and playgrounds nationwide. Schlitterbahn parks now operate 
in New Braunfels, South Padre Island, and Galveston (plus 
one in Kansas City), but the park hasn't lost its family appeal: 
The park even allows guests to bring in ice chests and picnic 
baskets. Rides and amenities vary from park to park (South 
Padre's and Galveston's offer heated areas for all-season access, 
New Braunfels' offers on-site lodging, and the park at South 
Padre Island recently debuted a resort-style hotel), but all three 
provide oceans of summertime fun for water-lovers of all ages.  

And speaking of theme-park innovations: In 2012, Six Flags

.i 

e 

Over Texas in Arlington debuted its wood-and steel hybrid 
coaster, the all-new Texas Giant, to rave reviews. This year's 
hottest coaster, a hybrid called the Iron Rattler, will make its first 
nerve-jangling run this season at Six Flags Fiesta Texas in San 
Antonio. Coaster enthusiasts say the Iron Rattler's 81-degree 
drcp will be among the scariest plummets in thrill-ride history.  

See www.schlitterbahn.com and www.sixflags.com.  

-Lori Moffatt

ii

Lii III 
T.

RI;'

B U L L 0 C K 

TEXAS 
STATE HISTORY 

1800 N. CONGRESS 
AUSTIN, TEXAS

You might just hear a jingle on your shoes and have a bit of extra lift in 
your step after a visit to the Bullock. It happens. When you walk back 
in time to see the remarkable history of Texas you're bound to learn 
something new to brag about.  

Come discover what it means to be a Texan, wherever you're from..  

Start your visit at The STO RYofTEXAS.com

0
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S SOMEONE WHO'S KEENLY OBSERVED THE RES
taurant scene in North Texas for more than 20 years, 
I'm intrigued by the recent uptick of energy coinciding 

with the birth of a diverse dining landscape here-espe

cially in Dallas, where new restaurants and bars seem to 

open every day. My sister, Jennifer, is often game for a leisurely after

noon exploring the city's new restaurants, but what to try next? We're 

faced with so many tempting options-old favorites and bold newcom

ers, both budget-minded and extravagant-that I'm delighted to dis

cover that someone else stands ready to make decisions for us.

Meet Jodi Philippson, founder of Food 

Tours of America, a Dallas-based com

pany launched in June 2012 to conduct 

tasting tours. For the present, Jodi's fo

cusing on Uptown, that fashionable

urban area near downtown that's been re

developed in recent years to offer a dense 

mix of high-end retail, condo residences, 
and sleek office buildings. Jodi has cho
sen wisely, as Uptown boasts a diverse

selection of cafes and bistros that she 

mixes up for her varied tour itineraries.  

Late one warm Saturday morning, we 

gathered with nearly 20 other food fans 

for the Dine Around & Uptown Walk, a 

three-and-a-half-hour outing that began 

at Primo's Tex-Mex Grille, a longtime fa

vorite in a restored, century-old brick 

building on the busiest part of McKinney 

Avenue. Chatting with our fellow tour 

participants, Jennifer and I learned that 

about half were visitors from out of town 

who wanted to explore Dallas through its 

food scene, and the rest were locals like 

us, curious about the city's progressive 

lunchtime option.  

Our tasting kicked off with chips, salsa, 
assorted soft drinks, and tart and refresh

ing frozen margaritas. Soon, platters for
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We gathered with 
other food fans for the 

Dine Around & Uptown 
Walk, which began at 

Primo's Tex-Mex Grille, 
a longtime favorite.  

sharing arrived: Primo's signature barbe

cued brisket nachos, topped with pineap

ple pico de gallo, proved our favorite bites, 
followed closely by the small-serving por

tions of chicken enchiladas topped by a 

mild tomatillo sauce. Chubby jalapenos, 
stuffed with chicken and cheese then bat

tered and deep-fried, brought heat that 

we foiled with sips of margarita.  

As we snacked, Jodi provided a bit of 

background about Primo's, sharing an

ecdotes about its 

popularity as a TwoPrimo'slocations-in 

late-night gather- Garland and Dallas' Up
ing spot for local town area-serve a wide 
chefs. But as our . n 

U, 

4 ,- iW

schedule included nibbles at two more 

restaurants, plus walking-tour lessons 

of local history, we couldn't linger. Soon, 
we were on the move again.  

Just around the corner on Hall Street, 
our next table awaited at Ketchup Burger 

Bar, a bistro with red brick walls, amber 

lighting, polished concrete floors, and 

not an ounce of fast-food vibe. The Tex

Mex appetizers here were delicious if not

r German Heritage.  

fmerikanisch fiisforie.

I

revelatory, and for just a brief moment we 

wondered about the notion of exploring 

gastronomy at a burger joint. But sur

prises were in store.  

Ketchup Burger Bar, we soon discov

ered, elevates the burger to haute cui

sine. Organic ingredients are de rigueur, 
and offerings include burgers crafted not 

just from beef but also from lamb, tuna, 
chicken, turkey, and, for vegetarians, a

C, 

AWhile steeped in local German heritage, Fredericksburg is home to impressive American 
treasures like our 50,000 square foot National Museum of the Pacific War featuring 
interactive displays, videos and hundreds of restored artifacts from both sides. The 
whole family can see jaw-dropping live reenactments on select weekends, and in the 
adjoining Admiral Nimitz Museum learn about Fredericksburg native Fleet Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz, one of the most respected leaders of 
the Pacific campaign. Stroll through the Plaza of the 
Presidents, the memorial courtyard or the quiet 
Japanese Peace Garden and take home some 
memories to put in your own history book. *

VisitFredericksburgTX.com I 866 997 3600
Fredericksbur 
THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY 

German Heritage.Texan Hospitality.

. # rn 

J 'F 

- w+C"r 'S { .. , .. .f QTY e1h"71ji k+4 w 

rt.  

.. i. , ; u , .  ;.- r i 
a ,tFQ ll. :.. ._. -__ 

r 

,.. .r 

d 

MAY 2013 I texashlghwayS.COm 2i



MARCH I. & tz '

E ' 
. , 

6 

= ._ _ 

. _ 
-c+ 

.ae 

- - - C V 

r 

_ 

,. ,, -.
'_ .  

.: . , 

f - k 

F'

savory blend of mushrooms and pecans.  

And forget the traditional white-bread 

buns; at Ketchup, burgers come atop 

buttery brioche, challah, and molasses

wheat buns.  

Brioche served as the foundation 

for our sampling of the Memphis BBQ 
Burger, a mixture of ground black Angus 

beef and brisket, providing a richly tex
tured patty topped with smoked Gouda 

cheese; planks of thick, smoked bacon; 
grilled red onion slices; house-cured 

pickles; and a sweet-spicy barbecue 

sauce. Jennifer and I experienced a few 

quiet moments of foodie reverence, ac
companied by some eye-rolls of pleasure.  

Our enthusiasm only doubled at the 
"ketchup mixology" Jodi introduced 

next: As the establishment's name indi

cates, ketchup-that mixture of tomato 

sauce, sugar, vinegar, and spices found 
in most American households-gets

ride up the street

special billing here.  
We sampled the 

four ketchup op
tions with a pile of 

hand-cut French 

fries, including the 
classic House varie

ty, with 22 spices 
that render a tart

sweetresult; Green, 
blended from un

ripened tomatoes, 

salt, brown sugar, 
bell peppers, and 
onions for a slight

ly tangy effect; 

Chipotle, in which 
smoked jalapenos 
add a subtle burn; 
and Spiced, an ex

otic edition fla

vored with cloves, 
cardamom, and cin

namon.  

Returning to 
McKinney Avenue, 

we hopped aboard 

the restored, an

tique trolley for a 

to one of Uptown's

newer developments, the West Village.  
(At press time, the tours sometimes skip 
the trolleys, as they've been overwhelmed 

with riders since the opening of down

town's new Klyde Warren Park.) Soon, 
we filed inta Baboush Restaurant and Bar, 
a newcomer that's brought a smart mix 

of Moroccan and Middle Eastern fare to 

the fore. Moorish tile accents, punched

tin lanterns, and abundant ottomans and 

geometrically patterned pillows imbue 

the space with a festive ambiance.  

Within moments, Jodi announced the 

shared plates set before us. There was a 

sweet tomato spread accented with cin

namon, garlic, sesame seeds, and almonds; 
a traditional hummus-a smooth paste 
blended from chickpeas, tahini, lemon, and 

garlic; and a lush, piquant baba ganoush, 
combining grilled eggplant with tahini, 
lemon juice, jalapeno, and pomegranate
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At Ketchup, 
burgers come atop 

buttery brioche, 
challah, and molasses

wheat buns.  

seeds. We slathered them all onto warm 

wedges of soft pita bread. For something 

meaty to offset the vegetable profusion, 

servers offered bites of Baboush's most 

popular wrap sandwich, the lahm bilajeen, 

a mixture of ground beef, herbs, pine nuts, 
roasted red peppers, and walnuts.  

Departing the sultan's environs for 

city streets again, we walked a couple 

of blocks deeper into the State-Thomas 

Historic District, the 125-year-old neigh

borhood at the heart of Uptown. Just two

blocks off of McKinney along Worthing

ton Avenue, we climbed the steps to the 

door of Bailey's Uptown Inn for our final 

nibbles of the tour.  

Inside this exceptionally comfortable 

B&B, we took seats at the formal dining

room table as Jodi gave us a little history 

of the inn. Built in recent years to blend 

into the century-old look of its environs, 
the four-room lodging brims with an

tiques, fireplaces, balconies, and modern 

conveniences such as Internet access
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LESLIE CONNECTED WITH 

HER FRIENDS, 

HER FASHION 

AND HERSELF.  

CONNECT WITH LESLIE.  

Leslie's "Just Us Girls 
Getaway" was filled with 
old times and new couture.  
Connect with Leslie's cohorts 
at visitplano.com.  

PEOPLE CONNECT HERE.  

k , 

1-800 81 plano * visitplano.com 

facebook.com/visitplano

a 
of

diverse selection 
cafes and bistros
that suits many 
tour itineraries.  

Jodi told me later that Bailey's isn't a 

regular on the tour; when the inn is busy 
with private parties, she swaps out an

other site, such as the Alcove, a wine

beer-and-espresso bar that serves as a 

neighborhood gathering spot. Such is the 

flexible nature of the tours, which evolve 

as Dallas' culinary scene matures.  

At the end of the tour, Jennifer and I 

joked that we should walk to Plano and 

back to work off our caloric indulgences.  

Instead, we browsed boutiques before 

taking in an art-house movie at the Mag
nolia in the West Village. Next time, after 

another of Jodi's ever-changing tasting 
itineraries, we promised ourselves a trip 
through the nearby Arts District.  

Food Tours of America 
For more details about the tours, including 
the popular two-hour Dine & Dash Uptown 
tours ($45 plus tax and tips), the Dine Around 
& Uptown Walk ($60 plus tax and tips), 
and upcoming treks to Fort Worth and Dal

las' Bishop Arts District, call 888/871-2052; 
www.foodtoursofamerica.com.
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and satellite TV. Though interesting, the 
setting's appeal soon took a backseat to 

the confection set before us: Our tour's 

sweet ending came in the form of Choc

olate Seduction Cake, seven layers of de

liciousness from nearby Bread Winners 

Cafe and Bakery that alternates German 

chocolate, white chocolate, and devil's 

food cakes with chocolate brownie and 

vanilla buttercream frosting.  

Uptown boasts



The Oldest Deli inTexas? 
Hot beer mustard and cold-cuts at Fossati's 

N VICTORIA, WHERE BUILDINGS IN THE DOWNTOWN 
area date to the 1880s and the county's roots stretch back to 

a French settlement established in 1685, history goes hand

in-hand with modern-day attractions like museums and restau

rants. In fact, Victoria is home to what some say is the oldest 

delicatessen in Texas, a deli on Main Street called Fossati's, es

tablished by Italian immigrant Frank Napoleon Fossati in 1882.  

Co-owner and manager Therese Bomersbach, Fossati's grand

daughter, says, "Frank was a stoneworker in Italy, and he came to 

Texas hoping to work on the new capitol building in Austin. But 

when he got here, he learned he was a few years too early. He 

eventually made it to Victoria, where he went into the saloon and 

restaurant business. The current building dates to 1895, and the 

business has always been on the same corner in town." 

Much of the building, including the wooden bar, weathered 

mirror, and transomed doors of the facade, is original, but 

in 1987, Therese and family members made repairs to the 

wooden floor and ceiling. Along with chef salads, croissant

Taste 
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1_.  

sandwiches, .  
pita wraps, 
desserts like 

apple crisp, 
daily spe
cials like 
King Ranch 
Chicken and lasagna, and a va- Fossati's Delicatessen was es
riety of beer and wine, Fossati's tablishedin 1882by an Italian 
still serves a few items from the stoneworkerwho hadhopedto 
original menu. "We still make work onAustin's new Capitol 
Frank's hot beer mustard to put 

on sandwiches," says Therese, "and we also serve a cold

cut platter with potato salad and cole slaw. Well, in 1950, my 

uncle 'Kite' Fossati added cheese to the platter. So it's not 

entirely original." 

But why quibble over details? Fossati's is at 302 S. Main St.  

in Victoria. Call 361/576-3354. -Lori Moffatt
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EIm Creek Cafe 
Pies, onion rings, CFS, and quail top the list WI TH SUMMER OFFICIALLY A ROUND T HE 

corner, hardworking scholars throughout Texas are 
wrapping up final exams this month. And as many 

university students head home for the summer break, restaurants 
like the Elm Creek Cafe, on Texas 21 near Lincoln, about halfway 
between College Station and Austin, see lots of business. "We're 
a popular stop for Aggies and their families," says co-owner Lynn 
Kanewske, who runs Elm Creek with his wife, Marilyn.  

"We're basically a country-style restaurant with home cook

ing," says Lynn. "We got into the restaurant business because 

my mother-in-law was one heck of a cook. And Marilyn is one 

heck of a cook, too. She makes about 14 pies a week-coconut 
cream meringue, chocolate meringue, buttermilk, dewberry...." 

Surrounded by antiques that Marilyn collects at estate sales 
and auctions throughout the area-Depression glass, vintage 

kitchen textiles, furniture, and yes, pie safes-diners can dig into 

dishes ranging from chicken-fried steak to grilled quail and frog 
legs. "And we're famous for our onion rings," says Lynn. "We use

sol fal, double-batter 

)rSI rings win oaves at

the biggest onions 

we can find, ring 'em 

up, double-dip them 

in our flour batter, 
and fry 'em up. We 
also offer fried pick
les, jalapenos, and 
green tomatoes." 

The restaurant opened about 16 years ago, but the build
ing-actually two 1860s houses that were combined and 
remodeled-has its own stories. "Some people tell us that 

coming here is like visiting their grandma's house," says Lynn.  

"This section was moved here from Ledbetter, just down the 
road. You can see the square nails." 

If you can't find the square nails and prefer to focus instead 

on your pie, Lynn and Marilyn understand. The Elm Creek 
Cafe is seven miles north of US 290 on Texas 21. Call 512/ 
253-6775. -Lori Moffatt
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Bay Area Ho1.ston CVB 
S Vosa our Happy Coast Dig 

Fun. Close. Affordable. Public archeolog 
281-474-9700 June 14 

" )VisitBayAreaHouston.com 800-926-57

Victoria CVB 
g our History Days 
y project, history tours & exhibits.  
17 Downtown Victoria 
74 V'sitVictoriaTexas.com

Travel the Texas 
Independence Trail Region / 

and re-live the dramatic events T # 
leading up to the formation E C 

TEXAS HISTO RICAL COMMISSION 
of the Lone Star State. ASARO HERITAGE TRAILS ^'

Deer Park Chamber 
Work, Stay, Play, Explore...  

that's Deer Park 
281-479-1559 

VisitDeerPark.org 

Cleveland CVB 
Visit Cleveland,Texas.  

A Cit of Fresh Beginnings.  
Just north of Houston on Hwy 59 

281-592-201 1 
VisitClevelandTexas.com

Matagorda County CVB 
GO FISH in Matagorda County! 

Where the Gulf Coast meets Texas Countryside.  
877-TRVL-FUN 

VisitMatagordaCounty.com 

Chisholm Trail Heritage Museum 
Grand Opening Nov. 23 

Come Join the Celebration in Cuero! 
3l-277-2866 

ChisholmTrailMuseum org
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FTER SOAKING UP BITS AND PIECES OF MY 
family's history from my grandfather Leubner's 

stories, I yearned to learn more about the town 

where he grew up. I had visited his hometown 

of Giddings as a child, but those memories are 

fuzzy and mostly involve freshly baked coffee cake 

and the warm embrace of my German great-grandmother. To bet

ter understand my family's heritage, I recently revisited the Central 

Texas town to explore its many historical attractions.

Giddings formed as a railroad town 

when the Houston and Central Texas 

Railroad routed its line between the fer

tile Brazos and Colorado river basins in 

1871. I started my trip by diving into that 

railroad heritage at the Union Station 

Transportation Museum. Built in 1898, 
the building still has wide-planked wood 

floors, ornate window moldings, and 

sunny yellow walls.  

The museum displays railroad arti-

facts such as weathered boarding passes 

dating to 1862 and photos of famous fig

ures associated with the town, such as 

Jabez Demming Giddings, who came 

to Texas from his native Pennsylvania 

in 1838 to claim a land grant in honor of 

his older brother Giles. Giles had died 
from wounds suffered at the Battle of 

San Jacinto, one of only 11 Texas soldiers 

killed in the battle. The younger Giddings 

became a prominent Texas lawyer and

30 texashighways.com I MAY 2013



Weekender

loaded incoming barrels of whiskey di

rectly atop them. When evening came, 
he would crawl under the depot's floor 

and drain the barrels of whiskey through 

the holes.  

Next, I made my way to the Giddings 

Public Library and. Cultural Center, a 

community hub for this :ovin of 5,000 

residents that also features an assort

ment of Native American artifacts

amassed by local resident Arnold Smith.  

The 2,400 artifacts, ranging from 300 

to 10,000 years old, were collected in 
Lee County, and the library claims it's 

the largest permanent public display of 
Native American artifacts in the state.  

Hundreds of arrowheads lie in orderly 

precision under glass cases. Metates and 

manos (grinding tools similar to mortars 

and pestles) and atlatls (spear-throwing

_ 
& .  

banker, helped establish Brenham, and 

served on the board of the Houston and 

Central Texas Railroad that led to the cre

ation of Giddings.  
The Union Station museum also 

reflects Giddings' rough-and-tumble 

frontier days. One display tells the story 

of outlaw Bill Longley-who claimed to 

have killed 32 people-with books, a six 

shooter, and a Confederate $10 bill. Leg

end has it that Longley was hanged three 

times, but wasn't successfully executed 

until his third hanging in Giddings in 1878.  
While perusing the museum, I noticed 

two dime-size holes ir_ one of the wood 

floor planks. Turns out that back when 

this was a functioning railroad depot, an 

unscrupulous employee devised a clever 

scheme to obtain provisions for his own 

happy hour. Kelita Alkerts, program ad

ministrator for :he Rural Texas Tourism 

Center, explained how the employee 

drilled holes in the floor and then un-

The Texas Sun 
When the heat gets to be 

too much, check out Tyler and 

the wide array of INDOOR 
summer fun! 

Explore dinosaurs with one 

ticket to two venues.  

T11e Center for Earth & Space 

Science Education at Tyler 
Junior College and 

Discovery Science Place.  

Or come play rain or shine 

in Tyler's only INDOOR 
aqua adventure at the 

Waterpark @ the Villages 

No need to waste away 

in the summer sun! Plan your 

trip today.  

VisitTIer.com

Waterpark @ the Villages 

waterparkA t hV laes om 

The Center for Earth & 
Space Science Education 

Discovery Science Place 

Ma2 Set ,21 

Jurassicsummer. co
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uy 5 
august 2 
september 6 
october 4 
november I 

AeCember 6

jo much art! 
lhe First Friday of Every Month! 
-9pm

instruments) round out the collection.  

Also housed in the library, The Hilton 

Lee Smith Baseball Hall of Fame Display 
honors the late Giddings native and star 

pitcher Hilton Lee Smith, who played 
in the Negro League in the 1930s and 
'40s. Mementos such as a dirt-encrusted 

baseball, Smith's Kansas City Monarchs 

uniform, and framed black-and-white 

photos document the ball player's rise 
to fame. A commemorative bat from the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame honors 
Smith's posthumous induction into that 
institution in 2001.  

My next stop was the post office on 
East Austin Street. The building is home 
to a mural called Cowboys Receiving the 
Mail. The late Dallas artist Otis Dozier 

painted the mural in 1939-one of hun
dreds commissioned nationwide by the 
Roosevelt administration to create jobs 
for artists and boost public morale. Doz
ier's mural depicts three cowboys and 
their horses gathered around a mailbox 
in a desert environment. One cowboy 
reads a letter while another opens a 

package containing new boots.
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pecan trees, the 1896 two-story dwell

ing boasts original wood floors along 

with updates like granite countertops.  

Innkeeper Chrysa Rice sent popcorn to 

my suite, and I curled up atop the plush 

king-sized bed to watch a movie before 

retiring for the night.  

Come morning, sunlight bright

ened the attached sunroom's 20-foot 

wall of windows, and I ventured to the

Like most worthwhile 
barbecue joints, 

City Meat Market 
sells out early.  

Just a block down Austin Street, I 

discovered a relative newcomer to the 

Giddings food scene-290 Grind. This 

inviting coffee shop boasts a retro mural 

painted on its brick exterior depicting a 

'50s-era woman with coffee cup in hand 

proclaiming, "Mmmm! Tnis is so good." 

Inside, antique tables and minimal decor 

allow the building's gorgeous wood

work to shine in the sun-dappled space.  

I savored a chicken-salad croissant sand

wich-brightened with pesto-with a mug 

of Chai Masala, a spicy-sweet Indian tea.  

To reach my lodging for the night, I 

drove 11 miles west on US 290 to the tiny 

town of Paige, home of Paige Manor Bed 

and Breakfast. Flanked by century-old

H 
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Come to scenic Fredericksb 
experience a place where t 
of tomorrow can be inspire 
heroes of the past. From th 
Nimitz Museum, to the Pac 
Zone, to the interactive Ge 
H.W. Bush Gallery, the Nat 
Museum of the Pacific War 
an exciting world-class tell 
of WWII in the Pacific, and 
story of the fight for our fre 
PacificWarMuseum.org 

NATIONAL MUSE 
F PACIFIC W 

MG Nf LimoS tm MI se.. Fta tes&

dining room for Chrysa's freshly pre

pared breakfast of biscuits, coffee, juice, 

fruit, and other provisions. Though Paige 

Manor has a yoga studio and spa on site, I 

skipped the workout to get an early start 

on more sightseeing.  

Back in Giddings, I pulled up to the 

130-year-old Schubert Fletcher home, 
which houses the Lee County Heritage 

Center. With oak floors, a beadboard

DES 

E. .  
urg to 
he heroes 
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e Admiral 
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offers 
ing 
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ceiling, and green clapboard walls, the 

Greek Revival home displays photos, 
maps, and other artifacts relating to Lee 

County history, starting with the Native 

Americans that once inhabited the area.  

An antique accordion and piano with 

gleaming ivory keys still produce beauti

ful music in the parlor of the main floor.  

Upstairs, the home's military room con

tains a machine gun and short swords 

from World War I, naval uniforms, and 

photos of the three sets of Giddings 

twins who served in World War II.  

W ith real horsehair 
tails and brightly painted 

saddles, the carousel 
proves that the simple 

pleasures of yesteryear 
can still be appealing 

in our digital age.  

The hexagonal display case in the 

Anna Lora Mueller Room displays five 

intricately detailed late 19th-Century 

dresses. Mueller, a local pastor's daugh

ter,received the dresses from her mother, 
who was a seamstress at the high-end 

department store Marshall Field's. The 

floor-length dresses, which sport tiny 

waists, are inset with delicate swaths of 

lace and velvet trims.  

Just outside of town, at Firemen's Park 

at the expansive Lee County Fairgrounds, 
I found more artistry inside an unassuming 

circular building. A traveling carnival left 

a carousel here in 1931 as a debt repay

ment to the city. This historic wooden car

ousel still whirls children around on spe

cial occasions, such as the Lee County Fair 

and the Firemen's Fourth of July Celebra

tion. With real horsehair tails and bright

ly painted saddles, the carousel proves 

that the simple pleasures of yesteryear
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time for the last cut of brisket, a creamy 

cup of potato salad, and a chat with 

owner Gerald Birkelbach. He revealed 

that he cooks exclusively with post oak 

because it's plentiful and easy to use.  

And he told me to consider coming for 

breakfast next time. On Saturdays when 

the Texas Longhorn football team plays 

early, "people are waiting at the doors at 

7:30," he said.  

With the tantalizing concept of break

fast barbecue on my mind, I drove past 

my grandfather's old house on the way 

out of town. The next time I head to his 

childhood stomping grounds, I'll try to 

convince him to join me. ,

can still be appealing in our digital age.  

Before leaving town, I visited one more 

Giddings institution, City Meat Market, 
an eatery my grandfather remembers fre

quenting as a boy. Housed in a 110-year

old building, the restaurant's pressed-tin

ceiling contrasts with concrete floors 

and Americana such as glass soda bot

tles, cowboy boots, and signed photos of 

country singers. Like most worthwhile 

barbecue joints, City Meat Market sells 

out early. I managed to squeeze in just in

Giddings 
is at the intersection of US 290 and 
US 77, 55 miles east of Austin. For more 
information, call 979/542-3455; www.rural 
texastourism.org.
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inspires mixed emotions in Texas. There's no getting around the heat of our most 
extreme season, a months-lorg series of blistering days that test the endurance 

of even the proudest and most stoic among us. But it's the high summer tem

peratures-along with late su-sets, school vacations, and a blessed number of 

swimming holes-that also make the season special. For generations, Texans 

have embraced the summer not because it's inevitable, but rather because it's 

packed with opportunities for recreation, travel, and fun. It's in that resilient spirit 

that we scoured the state to br ng you our list of unbeatable activities to shunt the 
summertime blues and enjoy your best summer ever.
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AS THE SWELTERING 
summer takes a stranglehold across 
our fair land, we Texans don't hesi
tate to beat a trail to the nearest 
freezer to chill down with a scoop of 
delicious and refreshing ice cream.  
While ice cream consumption doesn't 
exactly take a nose-dive during the 
Texas winter, connoisseurs know 
there's nothing like that first lick of 
creamy frozen dessert under a bak
ing summer sun.  

Lest you further delay sweet 
satisfaction, don't forget to wrap 
your cone with that most essential 
summertime culinary accessory: 
a napkin. Besides the unpleasant _ 
possibility of stickiness, who would 
want to waste a single drip of the 
cold Texas treat? Summer simply 
isn't complete without a scoop (or 
three) of your favorite ice cream.  
Whether that's chocolate, vanilla, 
or a flavor you can only get during 
the summer (like Blue Bell's key-lime 
pie or Southern blackberry cobbler), 
there are few things more refreshing 
than a bowlful of ice cream when 
the mercury hits 100.  

In July, creameries around the 
state celebrate National Ice Cream 
Month by releasing brand-new 
flavors for a limited time. Be sure 
to get them quickly, though. Just like 
the ice cream in that cone you're 
holding in the summer sun, they 
disappear pretty fast.  

Find information on touring the 
Blue Bell Creamery in Brenham 
at www.bluebell.com.
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Entertainment 
as big as TEXAS

SET AGAINST A 600-FOOT CLIFF, THE OUTDOOR MUSI
cal drama TEXAS brings to life the story of the Panhandle in the 1800s.  
The show kicks off with a lone rider atop the cliff, carrying the Texas flag, 
followed on stage by actors, singers, and dancers portraying cowboys, 
ranchers, farmers, Comanches, thieves, schemers, and a wayward gold 
prospector-a cast of more than 60. After all, it takes a lot of people to tell 
a story this big.  

Held in the Pioneer Amphitheater deep inside scenic Palo Duro Canyon 
State Park, the family-friendly production runs Tuesday through Sunday, 
June 1 to August 17. While daytime summer temperatures here hit the low 
90s, nights pleasantly cool off to the low 70s.  

The "official" state play covers authentic historic events in the settling 
of Texas, like the arrival of the railroad, plus legendary characters such 
as Comanche Chief Quanah Parker and cattleman Charles Goodnight. In 
addition to fcot-stompin' music, dance numbers, and horses, the show 
features fireworks, the Dancing Waters of Texas (a Lone Star twist on Las 
Vegas-style water fountain shows), and even a bolt of lightning. Come 
early for a pre-show barbecue dinner, served on the covered patio from 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m., and backstage tours lasting about 20 minutes.  
For more information, call the TEXAS Box Office at 806/655-2181; 
www.texas-show.com.
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Lakes

WITH REFRESHING BREEZES AND COOL 
water, Texas lakes are a summer getaway for many who 
want to venture outdoors when weather conditions 
otherwise suggests holing up inair-conditioned confines.  
If you're fortunate enough to have a motorboat at your 
disposal, one of the best ways to enjoy the lake is to go 
waterskiing (or wakeboarding, tubing, etc.). Just imagine: 

How can it be stultifyingly hot when you're dripping wet 
and whipping across the lake at 25 miles per hour? 

The chain of Colorado River reservoirs that comprise 
the Texas Highland Lakes-Buchanan, Inks, LBJ, Marble 
Falls, Travis, and Austin-are among the state's best 
for waterskiing. Not only does the river cut through the 
scenic Hill Country, but also its winding nature gives the 
lakes a variety of pockets for skiing. While one area may 
be windy and choppy, another will be glassy smooth with 
protection from surrounding hills or cliffs.  

Ryan Huie, owner of the SKI L.I.F.E ACADEMY ski 
school on Lake Austin, learned how to ski when he was 
five years old, behind his grandfather's bass boat on Lake 
LBJ. His advice is to hit the lake at sunrise, before boat 
traffic and wind chop up the water; and to bend at the 
knees-not the hips-and keep your elbows straight. "I 
think the first thing is to always make sure you're having 
fun, and if at some point it isn't fun, take a break and let 
the beauty of the lake bring you back to center." 
For Highland Lakes information, go to www.highland 
lakes.com and www.highlandlakes.net.

Wakeboarder 
Wes Keller sails 
over the water at 
Lake LBJ, part 
of the Colorado 
River chain.
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Go 
galactic! 
IN THE HEAT OF 
summer, we rely on simple 
but important pleasures to 
cool us off: ice-cold drinks, 
swimming holes, air-condi
tioning, and evening breez
es for stargazing, to name 
a few. If you visit one of 
Texas' many planetariums, 
stars and air-conditioning 
combine for a perfect 
summertime outing. (See 
www.texashighways.com/ 
webextra for a list of Texas 
planetariums, which are 
found from Gainesville to 
El Paso.) Thanks to sophis
ticated technology, plan
etarium visitors can view 
constellations, auroras, 
and other celestial topics 
in 3-D, on domed screens, 
and in real time.  

A related tool for explor
ing the universe, "Science 
on a Sphere"-a device 
designed by NASA and

the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra
tion (NOAA) -made ts 
Texas debut in 2008 at the 
International Museum of 
Art & Science in McAllen.  
(Two others now operate in 
Sugar Land and Rockport.) 
These digital globes-ap
proximately six feet in 
diameter and animated by

four projectors-demon
strate the human planet's 
many mysteries, includ
ing animal migrations, 
hurricanes and tsunamis, 
melting sea ice, and the 
night sky.  

"We debuted our sphere 
the night Hurricane Ike hit 
Galveston," says McAllen 
Museum Educator Mario

Lopez. "We were receiv
ing live feeds from NOAA 
and watched the storm hit 
on the sphere. From that 
perspective, it doesn't look 
menacing, but strangely 
beautiful." 
For information on the 
McAllen exhibit, call 
956/682-1564; www.  
imasonline.org.

Paddle the Caddo
EXPLORING NEW TERRI
tory by canoe or kayak is different 
from other modes of travel. There's 
a serenity to gliding quietly through 
the water, less likely to startle wildlife.  
And the perspective is from a lower 
vantage point than that of hiking 
trails or roads.  

Paddling is particularly liberating 
on Caddo Lake-the state's only 
naturally occurring lake-where the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
recently opened a circuit of new wa
ter trails. The trails encompass more 
than 50 miles within scenic bottom
land forest and bald cypress swamps, 
including on Caddo and Big Cypress 
Bayou, which feeds the lake.  

It can be hot on Caddo in the sum-

mer, and it's not a breezy place, but 
there's an abundance of cypress 
shade. And if you're on the Big Cypress 
Bayou, there are opportunities for 
swimming, tubing, and other water 
sports. Swimming in the lake's murky 
backwaters is not recommended, 
because that's where you're more 
likely to encounter the local alligators.  

The 10 new paddling trails range in 
distance from 2.4 miles to 8.8 miles.  
They're all loops, a route made pos
sible by the lack of current. Some 
of the trails leave from Backwater 
Jack's R.V. Park near Jefferson, while 
the others are on Caddo Lake in the 
Uncertain area.  
Learn more at www.tpwd.state.  
tx.us/fishboat/boat/paddlingtrails.  
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The Space 
Theater at the 
Don Harring
ton Discovery 
Center in 
Amarillo pro
vides visitors 
with a rare 
perspective 
on the world.
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Cast a line in Port Aransas
IDENTIFYING THE 
best time to fish ir Port 
Aransas is like ask ng a 
room full of kindergarten
ers to identify their favcr
ite type of candy. But we 
have it on good authority 
that the summer months 
are hard to beat w-,en 
it comes to fishing fron
Port A's four piers and 
two jetties.  

Rental equipment anc 
bait are available f-om 
local shops, including a 
vendor on the cou-ty's 
1,200-foot Horace C.aId
well Pier, which stretches 
out from the beach. Vou 

may catch any number of 
different fish, includirg red
fish, speckled trcu-, black 
drum, Spanish mackerel, 
pompano, and even tarpon.  

The South Jetty and 
North Jetty-whic-, extend 
a mile into the Gu F-also 
provide excellen: =shing, 
but anglers should be pre-

pared to lose equipment to 
the nooks and crann es of 
the jetty's granite bc alde-s.  
"The jetties eat a ot of 
tackle," says Tlenn Mar: n, 
owner of Wocdy's Soor-s 
Center in Po-t A. "You 
avoid that s t Jatio when 
you're fishing -rom a pier.' 

Mornirg is the bes: ti-e 
to drop a line, because 
the water is calmer, the 
fish are feeding, anc the 
weather is cooler. Martin 
says night fshing under 
the pier lights can also be 
good, because baitf sh 
are attracted to the ligh:;.  
During the cay, it gets 
plenty hot, bu: the beauty 
of Port A is teat a refresh
ing swim is rever far away.  
Find more Port Aransas 
information at www.  
portaransas org. Find 
information on fishing 
licenses at www.tpwd.  
state.tx.us/business/ 
licenses/online_sales.
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Pedal power 
in San Antonio 
THE HEART AND SOUL OF THE ALAMO CITY, THE 
San Antonio River Walk once soaked t-rough orly a small section of the 
city's center, a popular two-and-tree-quarter-mile stretch flanked by 
bars, -estaurarts, hotels, and other attractions. Those amenities still draw 
crowds, but ir recent years the Rive- Walk has expanded to create a linear 
park that wends some 15 miles from Brackenridge Park all the way south 
to Mission Es )ada. Landscaping and trail improvements on the Mission 
stretch of the river are slated for completion later this summer. In the 
meartirre, adventuresome folks on foot or on bicycles have the opportu
nity to watch as one of the nation's west urban attractions takes shape.  
Visit www.sanantonioriver.org fo- maps and more information.  

In another coup for San Antcuio, the state's fist bicycle-sharing pro
gram. San Antonio B-Cycle, launched here in 2011, featuring 35 bicycle 
kiosks and 3C0 bikes throughout the cawntown area. You can check out 
a bike at the -enovated Pearl Brevve-y complex, for example, explore for a 
few hours as you make your way scuth, then return it to the kiosk across 
town at the Bue Star Arts Comdlex.  
See www.sanantonio.bcycle.cm and www.visitsanantonio.com for maps 
and other information.
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THE SECRET IS OUT: TEXAS' MOUNTAINOUS 
Big Bend country can offer a summertime respite from high 
temperatures elsewhere in the state. And the town of Fort 
Davis, which claims a higher elevation (5,050 feet above 
sea level) than any other Texas town, often enjoys night 
summertime temperatures that dip into the 50s and 60s.  

With numerous restaurants and accommodations 
options (including hotels, bed-and-breakfasts, and guest 
ranches), Fort Davis makes a convenient base for explora
tion of the entire region-from Alpne and Marfa all the 
way south to Big Bend National Park.  

Of course, once you're in Fort Davis, you may not want 
to leave: Hiking awaits at Davis Mountains State Park, 

To d Ar .a''' unt 1 . i~' 1'" o~~ rfi , ' o-e ort :' ,8 Davi phot;yap ca 6 /% 9 r visit www

world-class stargazing draws eyes to the skies at the 
McDonald Observatory,19th-Century military history is 
on display at Fort Davis National Historic Site, and shops 
throughout the pedestrian-friendly downtown area offer 
souvenirs as varied as hand-embroidered linens and ce
ment jackrabbit sculptures.  

For a rewarding half-day adventure, drive the 75-mile 
Davis Mountains Scenic Loop, a stretch of Texas 118 and 
Texas 166 that affords terrific panoramas, including a 
view of Mount Livermore, the highest peak of the Davis 
Mountains range.  
For more on Fort Davis, contact the Fort Davis Chamber 
of Commerce, 800/524-3015; www.fortdavis.com.

Have a blast in Grapevine
MEMORIAL DAY 
through Labor Day, the town 
of Grapevine celebrates 
SummerBlast, an extended 
summer party complete with 
a free fireworks show over 
Lake Grapevine every Friday 
night at 9:30. Stake out a 
viewing spot at Meadowmere 
Park, Oak Grove Park, or atop 
the parking garage at the 
Gaylord Texan Resort for good 
views of the pyrotechnics.  

SummerBlast, in its fifth 
year, follows a family-friendly 
theme as LEGOLAND Discov
ery Center-home to 2 million

of the colorful plastic bricks
and the SEA LIFE Grapevine 
Aquarium stage special events 
all summer.  

On weekends, the Grape
vine Vintage Railroad steams 
to the Fort Worth Stockyards.  
Rumor has it that desperados 
board the train in search of 
valuables, but don't worry, the 
"Great Train Robbery" turns 
into a fun, interactive experi
ence that's safe for the kids.  

If you miss the train, catch a 
showdown between nine-foot
tall, mechanical would-be train 
robbers that emerge from the

Grapevine Glockenspiel Tower 
shortly before noon and 6 p.m.  
every day.  

A summer party wouldn't 
be complete without water 
recreation, so head to the 
Great Wolf Lodge indoor wa
terpark or to Lake Grapevine 
to kayak, waterski, wind surf, 
fish, swim, or picnic. 'r 
For more information, 
call 800/457-6338; www.  
grapevinetexasusa.com.
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With elevations 
about a mile 
above sea level, 
the West Texas 
mountains can 
be cool in the 
summertime.
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OLLT bo6[ies care 
mostly wctter.  
Our primoidial ancestors lived in it. Science tells us 
that looking at it lowers stress. Without water, we can't 
survive mere than a week it best.  

But I think the Uest thing about vater is using it to 
swim, soak, slash, and socialize in. Options for doing 
so abon in Texas, but old-fashix ned svirming holes 
occuy the diepths ol our memories (pui intended). My 
mother talked of summer dips in West Texas stock 
Lanks, my aunt of a pooi in Fort Stockteio, fed by springs 
now gone dry. I have idcelible childhood memories of 
elinging tightly to my father's ln d in the vast, shiver
iducing pool it BhnP orhea tate P'arik, and plunging 
lbamck\w'ard off the Garner State Pal damn into the aptly
oinmeel Frie Rive .  

These waters come, for the most part, from under
ground. Rain soaks into tihe land and then moves down 
thr ogh soil and porous rock whiich act as natural 
fIlters. It fills cai es, cracks, and crevices, then flows into 
fissures an c openings above ground, creating springs, 
stra.eans, and rivers-and swi mming holes.  

"It's not dfficult to appreciate that, fer thousands of 
years, human beings have considered springs sacred 
paces," sayvs Andrev Sansonm, director of the Meadows 
(enter for -W atei and th( Environmen at atexas State 
Livelrsitv in an M arcos. Yet population grovth and 
our demand for wat(r put these icoeic swinming holes 
at risk. We must become indful stewards of every 
precious clrop, for ouirselves and future generations of 
Texans, becu se the ver pr Imesence of swimming holes 
vastly improves our quality of life.  

Hlot? A chilly, sprinmg-fel pool will cool you down.  

ird? Let a natural pond surrounded bmy trees and 
w ildflowers refresh yon. IBorec? Don a sucn rkeling mask 
and study the critters that share the water. A dip in 
oname of hese T cxas swimming holes just may improve 
your outlook on life.
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Hai ov Pool Pr sorvc Tmi Coi. y T housands of years of erosion formed the collapsed lime

stone grotto and canyon into which Hamilton Creek feeds 

before flowing three-quarters of a mile to the Pedernales River.  

You won't likely forget standing on the slippery rock under the 

pins-and-needles spray of the 45-foot waterfall. The water tem

perature varies from 80 degrees in the heat of the summer to the 

polar-bear-worthy upper 40s in winter.  

Frequented first by Tonkawa and Lipan Apaches, this oasis was 

owned by Morgan Hamilton (brother of Texas Governor Andrew 

Jackson Hamilton) in the 1860s. The Reimer family bought the 

land in the 1880s to raise sheep and cattle, and opened the pool 

for public swimming around the turn of the century. Its popular

ity grew in the 1960s and by the 1980s, crowds descended regu

larly. All those humans, cows, sheep, and goats left the property 

worse for wear and tear. In 1985, Travis County bought the pool 

and surrounding 232 acres and restored its natural glory with

prescribed burns, prairie restoration, water-quality monitoring

and limits on how many people can come and where they can go.  

Reaching the pool requires a quarter-mile hike and 

a descent down rock steps, so wear sturdy shoes.  

Hamilton Pool Preserve is at 24300 Hamilton Pool Rd., 512/264

2740; https://parks.traviscountytx.gov/find-a-park/hamilton
pool. Callfor hours, swimming conditions, and admission fees.  
No lifeguard.  

C s - r ngs New.. i = 

he largest group of artesian springs in Texas, Comal 

Springs includes at least seven outlets that flow through 

limestone fissures, along a fault of the same name, into the 

2.5-mile-long Comal River. Locals claim the Comal is the world's 

shortest river, but it had sufficient length to attract Tonkawas, 
Spanish missionaries, and German settlers who used the springs
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to power mills, and, in modern times, swimmers, tubers, and 

other water worshipers. The average flow from the exceptionally 

clear springs tops 8 million gallons per hour, at a brisk 72 to 73 

degrees year-round.  

The Landa Park Aquatic Complex includes a spring-fed pool 

built in the early 1900s, making it one of Texas' oldest. Depth in 

the large, inverted-C-shaped pool reaches up to nine feet. On the 

adjacent river, a long water slide carved into the side of the dam 

forms the City Tube Chute. You can rent tubes there. Shoot down 

the slide, climb back over the dam, and do it again, and again, and 

again. Now that's a good time! 

The Comal River is open year-round (www.watertherules.com); 
the pool in the Landa Park Aquatic Complex and the City Tube 
Chute open May to Sep (call ahead for days and hours of oper
ation and admissionfees). Landa Park Aquatic Complex, 

350 Aquatic Circle, 830/221-4360, www.nbtexas.org/index.  
aspx?NID=1434; and City Tube Chute, 100 Leibscher Dr., 
830/608-2165; www.nbtexas.org/index.aspx?NID=1438 (find 
tube-rental information on the website as well).  

T his three-acre, 1,ooo-foot-long swimming hole beats as 

the literal and metaphorical heart of Austin. Ten to 80 mil

lion gallons of water, depending on rainfall and aquifer condi

tions, gush every day from Parthenia Spring right under the 

diving board. Another spring flows into Barton Creek upstream 

from the pool, while a third adjacent to the pool and a fourth just 

downstream bubble into rock enclosures. These springs together 

equal Texas' fourth-largest springs system.  

A natural limestone-and-gravel bottom spooks some swim

mers, and thrills others. I like to use a dive mask to look for 

plants such as water celery and hyssop, sunfish, bass, or even 

the endangered Barton Springs Salamander. The water's depth 

varies from a few inches over smooth rock at the upstream end 

to about 17 feet at its deepest point. Enter via several sets of steps 

and ladders, or take a big leap-but brace yourself, the 68-degree 

water takes your breath away. Plenty of sun worshipers and 

people-watchers take advantage of grassy slopes on either side 

of the water. Hardcore types attend the New Year's Day Polar Bear 

Swim, a 30-year-plus tradition. Brr.  

Barton Springs Pool (scheduled at press time to reopen this spring 

after a three-month restoration project) is at 2201 Barton Springs 
Rd., 512/867-3080; www.austintexas.gov/department/barton
springs-pool. Call for hours and admission fees.  

San Solomon ping, 
Balmorhea State Park Standing on the high dive-one of few left these days

I can see the bottom of this 25-foot-deep pool through water 

almost as clear as the arid desert air that surrounds Balmorhea State 

Park on the hem of the Davis Mountains. A quintessential oasis.  

This spring-fed lake, enclosed by the Civilian Conservation 

Corps in the 1930s, covers 1.75 acres and holds more than 3.5 mil

lion gallons of brisk 72- to 76-degree water (Olympic swimming 

pools contain 660,000 gallons). The San Solomon Springs pump

up to 28 million gallons through the lake daily, their flow bub

bling gravel on the bottom like a pot of Malt-O-Meal. Visibility of 

up to 80 horizontal feet makes it great for scuba diving; hold still 

and clouds of Rio Grande tetra crowd around your mask (looking 

at you, or their own reflections?). Endangered Pecos gambusia 

and Comanche Springs pupfish-found nowhere else-and rare 

headwater catfish may swim nonchalantly past. The water flows 

into restored canals, creating a desert wetland full of aquatic 

creatures, birds, and other wildlife. Swim all day then stay at the 

adobe San Solomon Springs Motor Court, another CCC creation, 
and do it all again tomorrow.  

Balmorhea State Park is on Texas 17, Toyahvale, 432/375-2370 
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/balmorhea. Open year-round; 
callfor hours, admissionfees, and information about diving.  

BIue Hole. Gcor geton T his swimming hole lies just a few blocks from the quaint 
town square. A low dam on the South Fork of the San Gabriel 

River forms a wide, deep natural pool, which locals say has never 

gone dry. The south bank slopes gently into the clear water, while 

the north rises in limestone cliffs several stories high and carved 

by past floodwaters into curving overhangs. Jumping from them 

may seem like a good idea, but doing so could get you in legal 

trouble. Instead, soak up the sun from the dam, then cool off 

in the water amid laid-back folks in floats, tubes, and even 

canoes. Check out the natural bottom with a mask and snorkel.  

Drop a fishing line into the Hole, which is stocked with trout
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in the winter. Blue Hole Park also has a hike-and-bike trail that 

connects over a pedestrian bridge to San Gabriel Park, where 

the North and South forks of the river come together. From 

there, the trail follows the North San Gabriel all the way to 

Lake Georgetown.  

Blue Hole is at W. Second and Rock streets, Georgetown, 

512/930-3595; https://parks.georgetown.org/blue-hole. Open 
year-round; callfor hours. Free admission. No lifeguard.  

BUC HI. , Wimberley 

T his tranquil pool on Cypress Creek first opened to the 
public in the 1920s. For several decades, it belonged to a 

private group, which limited access. Now it's publicly owned, 
and anyone can make the short stroll from the Wimberley town 

square and enjoy this jewel of a swimming hole.

Huge cypress trees lean over the clear, blue-tinted water, 
which issues an irresistible siren call on hot days. Native grasses 

and other plants line the shore and adorn the park, 126 acres of 

natural beauty restored with support from the Texas Parks & 

Wildlife Department, Hays County, the Lower Colorado River 

Authority, the Trust for Public Land, and many individuals.  

Warm up after a swim with a hike along the nature trail. Other 

improvements include elaborate iron entrance gates, wide rock 

pathways from the parking lot, and natural stone picnic tables 

along the bluff. On summer days, Blue Hole becomes a beehive 

cf activity, with little kids in floats, bigger ones leaping from rope 

swings into the water, and sunbathers of every age lounging in 

the grass. No one wants to leave until the sun goes down, if then.  

Blue Hole Regional Park is just east of the Wimberley square, 
off Old Kyle Rd. on Blue Hole Ln., 512/660-9111; www.visit 
wimberley.com/articles/blueHole.shtml or wwwfriendsof
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bluehole.org. Blue Hole opens early 
May into Sep. (callfor days, hours, 
and admission fees). No lifeguard. The 
park is open year-round, no charge.

U nder the light of the full Au
gust moon, tall shade trees throw 

shadows on the grass around Hancock 

pool, its shimmering surface reflect

ing the soft light of the glow sticks 

around swimmers' necks. This is the 

annual moonlight swim and potluck 

supper at Hancock Springs. Construct

ed in 1911, the pool holds 300,000 
spring-fed gallons, covers 9,537 square 

feet, and accommodates more than 

800 swimmers. Open to the public 

for a little more than 100 years, it has 

seen only minor changes, such as 

changing the gravel bottom to a con

crete one. The water stays around 

66 degrees year-round, from the 

three-foot shallow end to the eight

foot deep end.  

From the pool, the spring water 

' discharges into Sulphur Creek, which 

K flows into the Lampasas River. Back 

in the day, many claimed the slightly 

sulphurous water had therapeutic ben

efits-and I would argue it does, just 

the same as any clean, refreshing Texas 

water. Soak your feet or entire body and 

see for yourself. An adjacent historic 

bath house once served as a restaurant 

C pigs and party house, where Lawrence Welk 

purportedly played. Today, it can be 

rented for special events.  

Hancock Park is on US 281 South, 512/556-6831; www.  
lampasaschamber.org/5530398_47902.htm. Pool opens June 
to September; callfor hours and admission fees.  

Krause spring spi. wood 

L yle Lovett and Matthew McConaughey swam here.  
Robert Rodriguez filmed onsite. And countless families have 

created wonderful memories at this family-owned oasis 30 miles 

west of Austin. The site made the National Register of Historic 

Places thanks to its Native American middens, but folks come 

for the 30-plus springs on these 115 acres. Some of them frolic 

in a 70-by-30-foot manmade pool on the edge of a bluff. The 

water flows out of that and cascades over the bluff and an other

worldly, fern-draped grotto into an inviting natural swimming 

hole on Cypress Creek. Make your entry into the emerald-green,

68-degree water via a classic rope swing dangling from one of the 

towering shade trees. Upstream from the natural pool, a small 

concrete dam on the creek forms a series of small waterfalls and 

pools that, depending on water flow, make for great splashing 

and siting. Downstream, the water braids through a maze of 

rocks and trees, eventually flowing into Lake Travis.  

The property includes a generous supply of picnic tables, many 

made from stone, as well as barbecue pits, grassy spots from which 

to soak up the sun, and primitive tent-camping and RV sites.  

Krause Springs is off of CR 404 in Spicewood, 830/693-4181; 
www.krausesprings.net. Open year-round; callfor hours and 
admission fees.  

lso called Las Moras Springs, these fill a 300-foot-long 

pool, among the largest in Texas. There's a separate pool 

for the kids. The springs themselves release 12 to 14 million 

gallons of sparkling, 68-degree water every day, year-round.  

The water flows over several spillways to form Las Moras Creek, 
which joins the Rio Grande 29 miles from here. Fort Clark, a 

cavalry post established in 1852 to protect the San Antonio to 

El Paso Road, closed in 1946, and in 1971, became a private re

tirement and recreation community. For pool privileges, make 

a reservation for your RV, or book a night in one of the motel 

rooms in what used to be the fort's cavalry barracks. You'll 

also have access to 31 historic buildings on this National Historic 

Site, along with a museum, par-3 golf course, and 52 miles 

of trails for hiking and biking. Work up a sweat, then refresh 

yourself in the pool.  

Fort Clark Springs is on US 90 in Brackettville. For pool access, 
make motel or RV-site reservations; call 830/563-2493; www.  
fortclark.com.  

Nuecos BRiv e, Coke onyPr 
lear springs flowing from the ground in northern Real 

County join with a second fork to the west and become the 

Nueces River, which flows more than 300 miles, emptying into 

the Gulf of Mexico at Corpus Christi. About 40 miles north of 

Uvalde and three miles south of Camp Wood, a low dam creates 

a wide, clear swimming hole with water that stays about 71 degrees.  

Access it through 50-year-old Cooksey County Park. Depending 

on river flow, the water here maybe 10 to 20 feet deep and stretch 

three-quarters of a mile upstream. Largemouth, smallmouth, and 

Guadalupe bass, sunfish, tilapia, yellow catfish, and perch live in 

the river, and you can fish above the dam from a kayak, canoe, or 

motor boat with 25-horsepower limit. Or just watch them with a 

mask and snorkel. A smaller swimming hole forms below the dam 

as well. The county park has picnic areas and RV and tent camping.  

Wes Cooksey County Park is on Texas 55, three miles south of 
Camp Wood, 830/597-3223. Open year-round; callfor hours and 
admissionfees. TH 

MELSSA GASKIL L learned to swim before she could walk and ha 

loved the water ever since.
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fthieri-daugt<)hter 

G amping~j trip 

HE CAMPED 
&u ar a dry '. eek1 bed ia is Mloiwams 

I tt Partk, my d aughter Ursula tucked 
into Per junior-sized sleeping bag, pressed 
against myt' side for warmth in the cool 

ngh1.IThroogh the tent [lJap, I kept an 
eye on the spin g go' &alaxies as she slept.  

listening to her sweet breath coming and 
going. Then. under those bright stars, a 

str atge noise sad denly intruded, a snuf 

fng in ar the pici ic t able. G(oed thing I 
pot those rocks on the cooler., I thought, big 

sitckhers xveighinag fye to six pounds apiece.  

(o r food voul~d he safs. Wrong.  
The snofti ing gave way to the souiid 

of stone scraping pla stic, followed hy the 
resoutnd ing thump of' my modest boulders 

hitting the grond.L 1 heard the rattle of 

ice. paper. and plastic being' shredded, and 

at last the iitiisy ch 1ewung of oar precious 

prlisi~Oni. Don't let it be a black hear, I 
hoped. peeling mynsel' ['roe of my dreaming 
daughter, antd search]ig out a pair of beady 

IT V4A\ NOT A BEAR.
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IT NA5 A5SNQKTUEAD-
which is what you might call a collared peccary, or javelina, 
if you were a five-year-old on an extended father-daughter 

camping trip. The original idea had been for Mom to join us 

on this post-daycare, pre-kindergarten adventure, a chance 

for the family to break from the big-city routine of our lives in 

Houston before school started. Regardless, I wanted Ursula to 

see some of the wonders of Texas, where she had been born, 
including iconic landscapes such as the Hill Country and the 

Chisos Mountains, and to share in my love of the great outdoors.  

But like all best laid plans, we hit a stumbling block, and work 

obligations for my wife meant that I was the lone parent. Now, 
on our first night in the Trans-Pecos, I found myself barefoot, 
throwing rocks at a pig-like peccary, wondering "What next?" 

The following morning, we surveyed the damage. Bread, 
butter, tortillas, apples, and oranges-all gone. Score: Snorthead 

5, Dad 0. But the main offense was that Ursula had not seen the 

beast. I had been careful to let her sleep, concerned that if she 

woke up, the strange surroundings and marauding critter might 

prompt a flood of midnight tears. Now, she insisted that we look 

for the thieving javelina.  

The companionship of wild animals is one of the reasons I have 

long enjoyed camping and backpacking. The presence of animals 

large and small-including wild turkey, pronghorn, jackrabbits, 
mule deer, a lone packrat, and even an unfortunately squashed 

scorpion-provided constant entertainment as Ursula and I made 

our Lone Star circuit, covering nearly 1,500 miles over eight days.  

In addition to the Davis Mountains, we camped under the stars

at Garner State Park, 
Big Bend National 

Park, and South Llano 

River State Park.  

By midday we 

found ourselves hik

ing the Skyline Drive 

Trail, a steep climb 

up the flanks of the 

Davis Mountains.  

We sipped water 

frequently and took 

care to avoid thorny 

desert plants, Torrey 

yucca, and catclaw

I A N TED QR54 L A 
T O 5E E TUHE 
NATQURA[ NONDEKR5 

L A\ND5CAPE$ 0f 
T EQA5, A ND TO 
5F RE I N M)? LOVE 
OF TUHE GKRE AT 
OUT DOO R 5 -

acacia. While we rested in the shade of a scraggly oak, I found a 

yucca known as Spanish dagger and showed Ursula how bands 

of Native Americans who once roamed the area, including the 

Apache and Comanche tribes, used the sharp-tipped, fibrous 

spines as natural needle and thread.  

In the heat, we didn't make the ridge, but the turnaround 

rewarded us with splendid interior views of the 2,710-acre park.  

At the heart of what's sometimes called the Alps of Texas, we 

gazed upon the white adobe walls of Indian Lodge, a historic 

motel built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s. Its

azure swimming pool beckoned, a Chihuahuan Desert oasis.  

(The day before, we had swum in the icy, spring-fed pool at 

Balmorhea State Park, less than an hour away by car.) After our 

hike, we made a side trip to the McDonald Observatory, wander

ing among the domed structures on top of Mount Locke, at 6,791 

feet. But first there remained the matter of replenishing our lar

der in the town of Fort Davis. As we approached the park gate, a 

peccary, all bristles and twitching snout, crossed the road.  

"Hey! Hey! Snorthead!" whooped Ursula. I could not have 

been happier.  

Beyond wildlife watching, there were plenty of other things 

to do and see along the way. Activities, I quickly learned, were 

crucial if we were going to survive the week and have fun with

out the moderating influence of Mom. And though we packed 

enough toys and activities to survive a minor apocalypse-from 

matching fat-tire mountain bikes and fishing gear, to coloring
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books and stuffed animals-time and again it came down to 

making our own fun-stargazing, swimming in rivers, or simply 

wandering around camp.  

"Are those the mountains?" Ursula had wanted to know as 

we arrived at Garner State Park, along the cypress-lined banks 

of the Frio River north of Uvalde. This was still the start of our 

adventure, prior to reaching far West Texas and more serious 

elevation, but we were 300 miles from home in frying-pan flat 

Houston, and Ursula's confusion was understandable. I had 

not been to Garner in many moons, but with 1,775 scenic acres 

spread across deep canyons and limestone tabletops, the park 

has emerged since its 1930s founding as one of Texas' most 

popular state parks, hosting 300,000 visitors each year.  

Even so, we found a peaceful campsite atop Persimmon Hill 

in the "new" section of the park, added in the 1970s. The charms 

of the park, which hosts nightly dances in the summer as well as

tractor-drawn tours, had been immediate. A roadrunner checked 
us out, and then we joined families frolicking in the Frio.  

From Garner, we made our way out west. Now that we were 

in the actual mountains, I was in no hurry to leave. We charted 

a course from the Davis Mountains to Big Eend National Park, 
swinging through the big sky country, as unfettered as nomads.  

We stopped at the farmer's market in Alpine and bought a jar of 

strawberry preserves, which we spread on grocery store bread 

and ate back in the car. As we passed between the dun-colored 

hills that form the gateway to the 800,000-acre national park, I 

pointed out the spindly ocotillo that seemed to be waving their 

arms, marveling at the beautiful views along one of the most 

scenic drives in Texas. I felt thankful that Ursula's appetite for 

exploring seemed as ample as mine.  

I don't know if itchy feet are genetic, but as I ascended the 

Chisos Basin road with my daughter wriggling in the back seat,
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I Expect the unexpected.  
Whether traveling alone 

or with preschool compan

ions, that's one rule campers 

and parents alike ought to 

abide. After all, just as there's 
no accounting for the weather, 
it's tough to anticipate the 
moods and desires of a child 

far from home. Be flexible, 
but with a quality playbook, 
you can limit the shocks and 

squabbles that can turn a 
dream trip into a nightmare.  

Preparation is impor
tant, even for the most 

experienced wilderness scout.  

Most kids do better when 
they have had some practice.  

Before you go, set up a tent in 

the yard or a nearby park, and 
spend time playing inside; 

let the kids sleep in a sleeping 

bag in their own bed to get 

used to the feel; and serve the 

food at home that you plan to 
serve on the trip.  

Convince your children 
. that traveling and 

camping is fun. One way to 
do this is to involve them in 

the planning and packing.  
Show your child a map of 
your intended route, and talk 

about what you may see and 

do down the road. Then, when 
it comes time, encourage the 

kids to pick toys, books, and 
clothing that they would like 

to have during the journey.  
This can also help minimize 

homesickness.  

Get organized. While 
in the car, on the trail, or 

at camp, keeping useful items,

first-aid, and snacks where 

you or your charges can 

reach or find them easily will 

simplify everybody's life.  

Maintain a kid's 
perspective. When 

you're driving, keep the dis
tances within reason, and 

find roadside attractions and 

other reasons to take breaks.  

When hiking, keep the mile
age reasonable and let chil
dren explore at their own rate; 
don't become obsessed with 

adventurous conquests. Shar

ing the moment can help low

er your blood pressure, as will 

listening carefully to com
plaints, showing compassion 

over issues such as being 

afraid of the dark, and the like.  
If you slow down and enjoy 

the simple sensations of new 

sights and sounds, you prob

ably will have more fun, too.  

Don't overlook safety 
concerns when enjoy

ing the outdoors. A little cau
tion can go a long way. Kids 

can be clumsy, so keep them 
away from cliffs. Pack sun
screen, and carry enough 

food and water so that if things 
go south, hunger and thirst 

don't add to your woes. Bring 

clothing for all elements
and don't forget hats.  

Y Don't be afraid to ask 
for advice. Texas Parks 

and Wildlife runs an excellent 

Outdoor Family Workshop 

program providing equip
ment as well as training for 

your next adventure.  

-Dan Oko

ready to stretch her legs, I 

rCO LD NOT wasremindedofmaking 
HELP THI NKI NG the same drive with my 

A' father a few years ago. An 

T A Navid birder, he had flown to 

E1E5 OF A Texas from the Northeast 

CHIL E VE N to join me in looking for the 
Colima warbler, a dusky, 

T HE tO ST migratory species that can 

ANCIE NT be found in the U.S. only 

in Big Bend. We found the 

Pf H NO E N Nf warbler near the trail in Boot 

K NE " Canyon, where a crew from 
L 0 5 N the Cornell Ornithology Lab 

was filming this rare species.  

I was already an adult when we made that trip, but throughout my 

childhood my father had made a point of taking my brother and 

me on the road to assorted campgrounds and parks from upstate 

New York, to Florida's Everglades, and the redwoods of California.  

Whether learned or inherited, I was happy my daughter now 

shared in this legacy.
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Ursula and I spent three days in Big Bend, mostly ir the 

mountains to avoid the heat that had descended upon the des

ert floor. But we did take time to splash in the shallow waters 

of the Rio Grande at the mouth of Santa Elena Canyon, and 

we might have even left a few footprints on the Mexican side 

of the river. Amid those towering cliffs, it was tough to know 

where one nation started and the other ended. (Months later, 
as the school year began, Ursula would still be talking about 

how she walked to Mexico.) We climbed past the giant cane, as 

well, to a stony overlook and marveled at the fossils in -he rock.  

The cherty limestone cliffs contain imprints from a universe of 

undersea creatures.  

I could not help thinking that in the eyes of a child, even the 

most ancient phenomenon looks new.  

Our last day before heading east toward home-a drive that 

would take two more days, including a quick stop in Austin for 

ice cream and a sleepover with old friends-we broke camp 

and headed for Cattail Falls. The little-known spot is acces

sible from Ross Maxwell Drive, which circles the western 

boundary of the Chisos. Initially Ursula resisted, as kids are 

wont to do, but I knew that we had to get a move on before the
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heat intensified. So I did what all good parents do-I made up a 

story. I told Ursula that the falls were actually home to Foxilina, 
an imaginary fairy I had invented to distract her from the multi

tude of Disney princesses. The suggestion of one last desert hike 

may not have charmed her, but a visit to fairyland was enough to 

entice my daughter to beat feet.  

That, in turn, was how we encountered the bear, perched in a 

trailside copse of trees, happily munching acorns 25 feet above the 

ground. This was the first black bear I had seen in Texas, and we 

probably would have missed it had it not been for the pair of hikers 

frantically snapping photos when we rounded the bend in the 

trail. As the photographers headed up the trail, we marveled at the 

bruin's sleek black fur and unperturbed attitude. I'm not sure who 

was more intrigued-me, Ursula, or the bear-but I stood there for 

another 20 minutes with my child high on my shoulders.  

"We are so lucky," I told Ursula. She agreed, expertly noting 

that the apparently well-fed bear would likely leave our supplies 

alone. But, she admitted that she was worried the bear might be 

a threat to Foxilina. I reassured her that the bear and fairy were 

likely friends, and suggested we head up the trail to check out the 

falls. So, off we went putting one foot in front of the other-mak

ing more memories. TH 

H ouston-based fe w'h 'riter DAN OKO has written about travel for 

several publications. H is daughter Ursula has accompanied the globe

t rotting reporter on trips to Sweden, India, and now, West Texas. Pho

tographer E. DAN KIEPPER is always glad to see parents giving their kids 

thae rg Bend experience, c rea tinag the nex>t g~teerationr of nraturre lov~ers.  

Kidding Around West Texas 
WE CAMPED at four parks and visited multiple sites during our eight
day,1,500-mile road trip. Details on sites mentioned in the story follow.  

1) Davis Mountains State Park is 
about three miles northwest of Fort 
Davis off Texas 118. Indian Lodge offers 3 
hotel lodging, dining, and a swimming 2 1 6 
pool. Call 432/426-3337; www.tpwd. 4 5 
state.tx.us/state-parks/davismountains.  

2) McDonald Observatory is at 3640 Dark Sky Drive, about 16 miles 
west of Fort Davis on Texas 118. Call 877/984-7827; www.mcdonald 
observatory.org.  

3) Balmorhea State Park, featuring a 1.75-acre spring-fed pool, is four 
miles southwest of Balmorhea on Texas 17, in Toyahvale. Call 432/375
2370; www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/balmorhea.  

4) Big Bend National Park is about 75 miles southwest of Alpine via 
US 90 and US 385. Call 432/477-2251; www.nps.gov/bibe/index.htm.  

5) Garner State Park is at 234 RR 1050. Call 830/232-6132; www.  
tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/garner.  

6) South Llano River State Park is about five miles south of Junction 
via US 377. Call 325/446-3994; www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/south

Ilano-river.
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Corpus Christi offers waves offamyil adventure 
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C~~ (.' &OA4CJMJA ) S t for our adventures in an eighth
floor suite at the Omni Corpus Christi Hotel. The room's upscale beach decor in
cludes driftwood lamps with linen shades, glass flower vases filled with shells, 
and oversized conch shell sculptures. Our room's 20-foot wall of windows allows 
us bird's-eye views of the city's attractions, including~ the USS Lexington, a 
World War II aircraft carrier that now floats in bay waters just north of the 
hotel. When night falls, we gaze out the north-facing windows again to take in 
the jewel-toned dance of LED lights on the Corpus Christi Harbor Bridge.  

Morning brings its own spectacular views; this time I look out the east-facing 
windows and watch sunrise's faint glow erupt into a fiery orange ball. As I sip 
my coffee, sailboats and ships take to the water, and the bay awakens to the 
commerce and recreation of the day.
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Eager to explore those waters ourselves, we walk dcwn 

the seawall and board the Karma-a 30-year-old shrimp 

boat reinvented as a floating classroom. Operated by Texas 

A&M's Sea Grant Colhege Program, the boat offers educa

tional excursions to area schoolchildren as well as regular 

public cruises. Captain Whitney Curry motors us out 

beyond the jetties into the open green waters of the bay, 
where Russ Miget and his crew lower a shrimp net and 

a plankton net into the water. They reel in the nets and 

hoist the catch into shallow basins filled with a few inches 

of seawater. As the creatures swim around in temporary 

captivity, Russ gently picks up several pigfish, hermit 

crabs, and lizard fish and enthralls us with a lesson in 

marine biology.

The plankton in our harvest Texas A&M~ s wa Grawt tot 
are too small to observe with the loge Program operates the 
naked eye, so the crew collects Kama, a long da ssroom 

seawater in a test tube, places it where Camille McCutchon, 
beneath the lens of a microscope, Magge Lovci, and Mia Loval 

and projects the wriggly image ntrac oit se orafrs 

onto the wall. All the while, two 

dolphins follow behind the Karma, feasting on the escapees 
from the shrimp net and popping in and out of the wake 
like sleek surface missiles.  

For more scientific exploration, we head to the Corpus 
Christi Museum of Science and History. In its Children's 
Wharf area, a skeletal cast of a pterodactyl hangs from 
the ceiling, and interactive exhibits such as 3-D dinosaur 

puzzles invite the children to play. A bat cave painted in 
dusky shades of purple and blue contains a padded floor and 
a suspended bar, enabling little gymnasts to hang upside 
down. Outside the museum, life-size replicas of Columbus' 
ships Pinta and Santa Maria-complete with hand-forged 
nails and hemp caulking-allow visitors to study :Jetails of 
15th-Century ship construction.  

When lunch calls, we stop at Hester's Cafe & Coffee Bar 
in the Six Points area of town, where walls splashed in bright 
shades of coral and turquoise contrast with the delicate la
vender daisies on each table. With breakfast served all day, 
I indulge in an egg, spinach, and Swiss sourdough panini 
while the kids stick with classic PB&J. Giant Buckaroo cook
ies (a cranberry and white chocolate combo) top off our meal.
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Attached to the caf6, the Bleu Frog Mercantile offers 

antiques, modern home decor, and a children's section 

stocked with toys and games. Observing the rambunctious 

children, the salesclerk points out one of Bleu Frog's top 

sellers, an "indestructible book" designed to withstand 

wear and tear from little hands. With three kids to please, 
we choose a set of watercolors and a sketchpad for evening 

entertainment in the hotel room.  

Next, we venture to The Art Museum of South Texas, whose 

striking facade seamlessly blends into the maritime landscape.  
Architect Philip Johnson designed it this way, with white 

concrete and shell-aggregate walls to reflect the afternoon sun.  
An expansion by Mexico City architects Victor and Ricardo 
Legorreta in 2006 introduced a series of 13 copper rooftop

pyramids. We take in some of the 1,400 

works in the permanent collection, .or .  
Fr ^format on 

ranging from an 18th-Century portrait about the Stay & 
by French artist Jean-Honord Frago- Play discount pass, 
nard to contemporary sculptures by see texashighways.  
Corpus Christi artist Danny O'Dowdy. com/webextra.  

The children's eyes grow wide as we 

approach a vibrant chandelier, its spi

rals of glass tangled together in a frenzy of blues. "We saw that 

in Dallas!" they exclaim. As I frown in confusion, our guide 

says, "That's a Chihuly," and I realize that the children know 

what they're talking about-their grandmother had recently 
taken them to see an exhibit of the famed glass-sculptor's work 

at the Dallas Arboretum. Art resonates with all ages.
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In the interactive children's area Dedicated to environmental 

of the museum, called the Artcade, conservation and rehabilitation 

a carpeted stage, puppet theater, of creatures from the Gulf of 

and trunks overflowing with cos- Mexico, the Texas State Aqua

tumes and puppets provide materi- rium houses injured sea turtles 

als for creative play. After the kids in its Tortuga Cay exhibit, 

stage a puppet show, they move on 

to the art kits, which offer projects based on current exhibits.  

Art instructor Letty Gomez guides the kids through a collage 

activity, helping them form landscapes from assorted scraps 

of patterned paper. With the museum's closing time fast 

approaching, I encourage the kids to wrap up their projects, 
but my daughter Madi protests. Letty, giving a sympathetic 

smile, says, "We hear that a lot."

Wearing their 3-D glasses, the kids gasp as vintage planes 

appear to fly straight at us.  

Just down the street, at the Texas State Aquarium, Caleb 

and Madi make a beeline for the H-E-B Splash Park, where 

they frolic among the multicolored spray jets on the splash 

pad. Esther and I watch them play while keeping ourselves 

dry (if sandy) in Owen's Paleo Park, a large sandbox and "fos

sil" dig site full of casts of prehistoric Coastal Bend residents 

like giant ground sloths and saber-toothed cats.  

Later, we check out the Aquarium's newest attraction, Sting

ray Lagoon, an interactive exhibit that allows visitors to touch 

and even hand-feed nearly 30 indigenous Gulf stingrays. In 

a long shallow pool surrounded by a dozen tiki huts, the rays 

glide within our reach. Caleb tentatively reaches his hand in
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X~e L e A 4 we cross the Harbor 

Bridge to reach attractions just across Corpus Christi Bay.  

Though we had enjoyed views of the USS Lexington from a 

distance, up close we're astonished by the size of the 42,000

ton ship. The aircraft carrier served 21 months of Pacific 

Theater combat in World War II, and then functioned as a 

Naval trainer carrier before retiring to Corpus Christi in 1992.  

Its flight deck (spanning the equivalent of three football fields 

stacked end to end) displays nearly a dozen vintage aircraft, 
such as a royal blue KA-3B Skywarrior. We climb a seeming

ly endless maze of ladders to get to the wind-whipped ledge 

of the Navigation Bridge. In the Pilot House, a barrage of 

gray instruments and a few elevated seats serve as backdrop 

for the complicated task of piloting such a large ship.  

After climbing so many flights with Esther strapped to 

my back, I welcome the chance to relax in the comfy seats 

of the Joe Jessel 3D Mega Theater and take in Legends of 

Flight, a movie that documents the past century of aviation.
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the tank, but recoils as the largest 20W1, the south Texsas B tan 

of the rays-a 100-pound southern caI Gardens & Natwre Center 
stingray named Bertha-sends opened its2,600-square-foot 

water cascading over the tank's Buttertly House, where visitors 
wall with a flop of her massive tail. can interact with native and 

In the turquoise waters of migratory species.  

Tortuga Cay, four sea turtles are 

undergoing rehabilitation, having arrived at the Aquarium 

after suffering injuries from netting and fishing line. As we 

watch the turtles glide through their tank, Caleb surprises 

me by pointing out one difference between the turtles and 

tortoises. "Tortoises have feet and turtles have flippers," he 

says matter-of-factly.  

When hunger calls, we head to Tavern on the Bay at Har

rison's Landing, which offers outdoor seating on a float

ing dock, as well as live music most nights. The gentle sea 

breeze and guitarist strumming mellow rhythms lull us into 

relaxation. Confirming that this is a kid-friendly tavern, a 

balloon artist stops by our table and crafts the children an 

assortment of whimsical swords, a heart, and a dog. While 

Caleb and Esther snack on chicken tenders and Fritos, Madi 

and I share a chicken salad wrap, enjoying the contrast of 

celery, onion, and cranberries. We take our time walking 

back to the hotel, the gentle sea breeze tempting us to enjoy 

the night air for a few moments longer.  

Though we have fun strolling along McGee beach (locat

ed near downtown) and romping about the adjacent play

grounds lining the esplanade, the children yearn for the sand 

and surf of the open Gulf, so the next morning we venture off 

the mainland for some beach play. En route, we swing by the 

South Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature Center. At the Gar

dens' entrance, a trio of white-and-yellow cockatoos startles 

us with a loud and friendly "Hi!" We walk trails leading to 

fragrant displays of roses, orchids, and plumeria. A flagstone 

path leads us into the magical enclosure of a butterfly house,

where butterflies and dragonflies skim just above our heads.  

When we can't ignore the ocean's call a second longer, 
we cross the JFK Causeway bridge, which connects Corpus 

Christi to Padre Island, the longest barrier island in the 

world. Here, Padre Island National Seashore stretches for 

66 miles of unspoiled be auty. Windswept dunes capped by 

delicate yellow blossoms provide a tranquil backdrop for our 

play. All is quiet here save for the crashing of the surf, the 

caw of seagulls, and the giggles of the children as they cover 

me in sand. We've found another beach city to love. m 

Wru- -EN-IFE BA BISAK uo'es, soame people may n ra nllze 

uw ch art m seumis eter to kids with programs aed activi

aes. I was so excited when my children cecogne ed the :hih ly 
pieces at the A rt Iulnsem ofSaath Txasr" Photographer WItL 

AN OVEBEE aed watching, the dolphins interact with the 

kid at the ix state Aqaariua.
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Corpus Christi 
For information on Corpus Christi, contact the Corpus 

Christi Convention and Visitors Bureau, 800/678
6232; www.visitcorpuschristitx.org. Following are 
contacts for sites in the story: 

Omni Corpus Christi Hotel, Bayfront Tower, 

900 N. Shoreline Blvd. Call 361/887-1600; www.  
omnihotels.com.  

Karma: The Floating Classroom, Lawrence Street 
T-Head dock. Call 361/825-3460; http://floating 
classroom.tamu.edu/.  

Corpus Christi Museum of Science and History,

1900 N. Chaparral St. Call 361/826-4667; www.  
ccmuse Jm.com.  

Hester's Cafe & Coffee Bar, 1714 S. Alameda St.
Call 361/885-0558; www.  
hesterscafe.com.  

Bleu Frog Mercantile, 
1710 S. Alameda St. Call 361/ 
881-109"; www.bleufrog 
mercant le.com.  

Art Museum of South 
Texas, 1902 N. Shoreline Blvd.  
Call 361/325-3500; www.art 
museumofsouthtexas.org.

USS Lexington, 2914 N. Shoreline Blvd. Call 361/ 
888-4873; www.usslexington.com.  

Texas State Aquarium, 2710 N. Shoreline Blvd.

Call 361/881-1200; www.texas 
stateaquarium.org.  

Tavern on the Bay at Harrison's 
Landing, 108 Peoples Street 

T-Head. Call 361/881-8503, 
www.harrisonslanding.net.  

South Texas Botanical Gardens 
& Nature Center, 8545 S. Staples 
St. Call 361/852-2100; www.  
stxbot.org.  
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The Prince

Robert E. Howard-literary 
swashbuckler from Cross Plains 

Text b DALE WEISMAN 

The Robert E. Howard Museum, atedan 
Howard's Cross Plains home, includes a re

creation of the writer's becrom, where he wrote 
on an Underwood typewriter. In the early 1930s, 

Howard wrote 21 stories featuring Conan.

N THE PANTHEON OF TEXAS-BORN 
writers, Robert E. Howard ranks among the 
state's most prolific and imaginative authors.  

Despite his prodigious body of work, "REH"

as he is known to devoted fans worldwide

remains unknown to many mainstream fiction 

readers. Perhaps if Howard had written the great 
Texas novel he intended, his name would tower 

among the likes of Larry McMurtry, Katherine Anne Porter, and Elmer Kelton.  

One Howard creation, however, has achieved star power rivaling such larger

than-life characters as Tarzan, James Bond, and Harry Potter: Conan the Bar

barian. One of the most popular heroic fantasy characters ever created, Conan 

sprang from the pages of Howard's pulp-fiction tales to reign as a pop-culture 

icon in magazines, novels, comic books, video games, toys, television series, and 

Arnold Schwarzenegger films.  

The father of the swashbuckling "sword and sorcery" fantasy genre, Howard 

also wrote adventure, western, detective, boxing, science fiction, and horror 

stories, as well as poetry. One of the top contributors to "the pulps" (magazines 

printed on cheap pulpwood paper) in the 1920s and '30s, Howard published 

more than 160 stories in his 12-year writing career and left behind some 100 

more unpublished manuscripts and other fragments.
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A natural storyteller with a lively ima

gination, Howard created unforgettable 

characters such as "Conan, the Cimme

rian, black-haired, sullen-eyed, sword 

in hand, a thief, a reaver, a slayer"; the 

avenging Puritan swordsman Soloman 

Kane; and the Popeye-like, prize-fighting 

Sailor Steve Costigan. As many critics 

have observed, these and other charac

ters are a reflection of Howard's person

ality and life experiences.  

Howard was born in 1906 in the town 

of Peaster, northwest of Weatherford.  

His father, Dr. Isaac Howard, an erudite 

traveling country physician, moved the 

family from cowtown to boomtown pur

suing get-rich-quick schemes. In 1919, 
the Howards settled in Cross Plains, a 

town southeast of Abilene that Robert 

would call home the rest of his life.  

Howard's mother, Hester, nurtured his 

love of poetry and literature. A precocious 

child, Howard grew up in a book-filled 
house on a diet of Texas tall tales, mythol

ogy, classics, and literary giants like Jack 

London, Mark Twain, and Arthur Conan 

Doyle. By age nine, he began writing sto

ries about Vikings, Arabs, and savage bat

tles. By age 15, Robert began reading pulp 

fiction and continued writing adventure 

yarns while attending high school in 

nearby Brownwood.  

Howard sold his first story, "Spear 

and Fang," when he was 19 to the pulp 

magazine that became his primary out

let: Weird Tales. A year later, in 1925, 
Weird Tales published Howard's first 

cover story. As his publishing successes 

accelerated, he dropped his training in 

bookkeeping and never worked a regular 

job again. Howard's writing career blos

somed in the 1930s as he moved beyond 

Weird Tales into other pulps such as 

Argosy and Fight Stories.  
Although Howard led an isolated life in 

Cross Plains, he had several close friends, 
corresponded with other writers, and 

began traveling around Texas in the early 

1930s, enjoying "the wholesale consump

tion of tortillas, enchiladas, and Span

ish wine," according to a Howard letter

OUTER SPACE is less than 
a tank of gas away

-E 

,-w an 0 "^
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Make Memories ... Save Animals 
" Barnard's Mill Art Museum 
" Brazos & Paluxy Rivers 
" Creation Evidence Museum 
" Dinosaur Valley State Park 
" Dinosaur World 
" Historic Courthouse Square 
" Land of the Dinosaurs 
- Oakdale & Big Rocks Parks 
" The Promise 

And Much More!! 

Glen Rose, Texas
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KICK 

When you hit the lake you don't have to kick 
back and relax. With 89,000 acres of clear, 
cool water, Lake Texoma offers many ways 
to recreate. Relax later in our comfortable 
lodging, eat a nice meal, have a drink, en
joy some live music, or come downtown 
for a Memorial Day Parade on May 27th.  

- ' ' 
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Speakdnof Texas 

cited in a 2002 printing of The Coming of 

Conan the Cimmerian.  

He loved Texas history and folklore 

and visited old forts and battle sites.  

According to Howard biographer Mark 

Finn, "Texas as a state plays a unique role 

in the development of Howard's career.  

Texas provided inspiration, setting, and 

in many cases, a voice for Howard's 

stories." 

During a trip to Enchanted Rock on a 

misty winter day, he envisioned Conan's 

fantasy land of Cimmeria, and in early 

1932, while visiting Mission, he wrote 

the poem "Cimmeria" and conceived 

the character Conan. Conan was an

immediate hit with Weird Tales readers, 
and Howard wrote 21 stories featuring 

the conquering warrior.  

In the final years of his short life, How

ardtriedhishandatdetectivefiction, dab

bled in Middle Eastern adventure with 

his Texan hero Francis X. Gordon ("El 

Borak"), and turned to writing westerns 

and tall tales, hopingto write a Texas novel.  

Howard's only romantic interest, 
Novalyne Price, moved to Cross Plains in 

1934 to teach high school. They dated for 

the next two years, often driving around 

the countryside discussing writing, 
philosophy, religion, and Texas history.  

Their tempestuous relationship suffered

Cross Plains Museum, Events Honor Howard R OBERT E, HOWARD POUNDED OUT HUNDREDS OF "YARNS" ON HIS 
black Underwood typewriter in a cramped room of a modest white frame house on the 
western edge of Cross Plains, where he lived with his parents from 1919 until his death 

in 1936. Thanks to the efforts of Project Pride, a local nonprofit civic organization found
ed in 1986, that house is now a museum dedicated to Howard's literary legacy. Project 
Pride bought the Howard house in 1989 and restored it to reflect Howard's life and times 
in the early 1930s.  

"Robert E. Howard was Cross Plains' i n 
gift to the world," says Arlene Stephen
son, president of Project Pride. "It's 
amazing for a town this rillf to havi' 
this type of attraction." 

Listed in the National Regi:Aer of * ' 
Historic Places, the Howard house at- ; 
tracts fans, scholars, and other visitors 
from around the world. The museum 
is free and open by appointment for 
docent-led tours, Call 254/725-4993, or 
email jehanke@aol.com or arscp04@ 
gmailcom. _ 

Another mecca for Howard scholar- y t: Rob. E H wa broit to fife n i st re.  

ship is the Cross Plains Library, which 
houses a collection of Howard's original manuscripts, special edition books, and memorabilia. Call 
254/725-7722; www.crossplainslibrary.com, 

Each June near the anniversary of Howard's death, Howard devotees gather in Cross Plains for 
the annual Robert E. Howard Days (une 7-8 this year), sponsored by Project Pride, the Robert E.  
Howard United Press Association, and the Robert E. Howard Foundation. The two-day conference 
celebrates Howard's life and writings with museum and library tours, panel discussions, silent auc
tions, and award banquets. That same weekend, Cross Plains hosts the family-oriented Barbarian 
Festival. See www.barbarianfestival.net and www.rehfoundation.org. -Dale Weisman

68 texashighways.com I MAY 2013

I 

i 
i

ua.aes , a vtlrwwUV.caken vrlie ' ''



as Howard became increasingly preoc

cupied with his mother's poor health, 
and Novalyne began dating one of How

ard's best friends. Novalyne left Cross 

Plains in 1936 to attend graduate school 

at Louisiana State University, and the 

two never spoke or wrote to each other 

again. While in Cross Plains, Novalyne 

had recorded her daily conversations 

with Howard in a journal, and decades 

later she mined this intimate material 

for her 1986 memoir, One Who Walked 

Alone, which chronicles Howard's final 

years and inspired the 1996 film The 

Whole Wide World.  
By 1936, Howard had fallen into a 

downward spiral. Weird Tales was behind 

in payments, and expenses were piling 

up. His mother was near death, requiring 

constant home care and making it diffi

cult for him to write at home. On June 8, 
1936, Hester Howard slipped into a coma.  

On the morning of June 11, Robert, then 

30 years old, asked a nurse if she would 

ever regain consciousness, and when the 

nurse said no, he went to his parked car, 
took a pistol from the glove box, and shot 

himself in the head. His mother died the 

following day. Howard left a cryptic sui

cide note in his typewriter, a couplet bor

rowed from an obscure poem: "All fled, 
all done, so lift me on the pyre; The feast 

is over and lamps expire." 

Howard's suicide at the peak of his 

writing career has fueled much specu

lation about his mental health, whether 

he suffered from clinical depression, an 

Oedipus complex, and suicidal tenden

cies. While Howard could be affable and 

fun-loving, his personal correspondence 

reveals chronic dark moods, even fore

shadowing his suicide. When Howard 

was only 24, he wrote to a friend, in a 

letter cited in a biography written by 

Rusty Burke, "I am haunted by the real

ization that my best days, mental and 

physical, lie behind me." Fortunately, 
Howard would continue writing for six 

more years, including the tales of Conan 

and other swashbuckling characters that 

continue to enchant readers today. r

n

Located just 90 minutes west of Fort Worth in the 
beautiful North Texas Hill Country, Graham is the 
perfect place to escape life's hustle and bustle.  
Discover new trails for hiking, horseback riding, 
or mountain biking. Shop America's Largest 
Downtown Square or explore Texas history with 
a walking or driving tour. Graham has 

something for everyone! 
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Stroll our boardwalks and beaches. Hear about our history 

at the Museum of the Gulf Coast and our historical homes. V '' 

Explore our coastal environment 

and encounter wildlife up close.  

Search for serenity by visiting 
our multi-faith trail, Come add your e//Mgr to ours 

Convention & Visitors Bureau * 800.235.1822 * visitPortArthurTx.com
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FRET NOT THOUGH APRIL HA S PA SSED, 
we're still in the thick of spring, and wildflow
ers remain top of mind, We're continuing our ce!r 
ration of Texas wildflowers by teaming up with 
our friends at The University of Texas at Au.:tin 
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower C enter for our 
annual wildflower photo exhibit The exhibit

May 4-12 at the center's Mc 3ermott Learning Cen 
ter-showcases flowery photos, including those in 

Texas Highways' April issue. Also this spring, we're 
partnering with the Wildflower Center for the 
annual wildflower photography contest. Entries 
are accepted through May 6 in the categories of 
Botanical and Landscape, People with Wildflowers, 
Wildlife in the Native Landscape, and The Natie
Landscape at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflown 
Center. Participants entered 1,70t) photograph mi 

last year's contest, and nearly 13,000 votes were 

cast in the public voting process. Good luck to all 
shooters! www.wildflower.org.

MayE vents 

BIG BEND COUNTRY 
ALPINE: Cinco de Mayo May 3-5. Kokernot Park.  
432/837-1605 

ANT HONY: KLAQ Balloon Fiesta May 25-27. Wet 'N' 
Wild Waterworld. www.klaq.com 

EL PASO: Neon Desert Music Festival May 25.  
Downtown. www.neondesertmusicfestival.com 

GARDENDALE: Texas Thunder Music Festival May 17
19. www.texasthunderfest.com 855/362-0535 

VAN HORN: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 4. Van 
Horn City Park. www.vanhorntexas.org 432/283-2682 

GULF COAST 
BEAUMONT: David Everett Exhibit May 1-June 30. Art 
Museum of Southeast Texas. www.amset.org 409/832-3432 

BEAUMONT: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 5.  
Riverfront Park. www.cityofbeaumont.com 409/728-0625 

CLUTE: Essential Works of Art May 1-June 2. The Center 
for the Arts & Sciences. www.bcfas.org 979/265-7971 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Buc Days Rodeo, Festival, and 
Carnival May 1-5. www.bucdays.com 361/882-3242 

CRYSTAL BEACH: Texas Crab Festival May 10-12.  
Gregory Park. www.texascrabfestival.org 

FRIENDSWOOD: Art in the Park May 18-19. Stevenson 
Park. www.aitpfestival.com 281/996-7700 
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GALVESTON:Yaga's Wild Game BBQ Cook-Off 
May 10-11. Pier 21. www.ycfund.org 

GALVESTON: Music Nite on the Strand May 11, 25.  
Saengerfest Park. www.galveston.com 409/762-0062 

HOUSTON: Three Decades of West Coast Ceramics, 
1956-1986 May 1-June 30. Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.  
www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON:Forrest Bess: Seeing Things Invisible May 1
August 18. The Menil Collection. www.menil.org 713/525-9400 

HOUSTON: Cyrus Cylinder Exhibit May 3-June 14.  
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: Houston Art Car Parade Weekend May 9-11.  
Downtown. www.thehoustonartcarparade.com 713/926-6368 

HOUSTON: CCA Texas Concert for Conservation 
May 18. Sam Houston Race Park. www.ccatexas.org 

KATY: Wild West Brew Fest May 4. Villagio Town Center.  
www.katybrewfest.com 

LAKE JACKSON: Abner Jackson Plantation Site Tours 
May 4. www.lakejacksonmuseum.org 979/297-1570 

LEAGUE CITY: Village Fair and Texas Music Festival 
May 3-5. Walter Hall Park. www.lcvillagefair.com 

PALACIOS: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 4. Boys & 
Girls Club of Palacios. www.palacioskids.org 

PASADENA: Strawberry Festival May 17-19. Pasadena 
Fairgrounds. www.strawberryfest.org 281/991-9500 

PEARLAND: Summerfest May 3,10,17, 24, 31. Westside 
Event Center. www.pearlandparks.com 281/412-8907 

PORT ARANSAS: Art Fiesta Weekend May 17-19. Robert's 
Point Park. www.portaransasartcenter.org 361/749-7334

PORT ARTHUR: S.A.L.T. Fishing Rodeo May 25-26.  
Pleasure Island. 409/963-0433 

PORT NECHES: Riverfest and the "Thunder on the 
Neches" May 30. Port Neches Park. www.portneches 
chamber.com 409/722-9154 

ROCKPORT: Rockport Festival of Wines May 25-26.  
www.texasmaritimemuseum.org 361/729-1271 

SEABROOK: Keels and Wheels Concours d' Elegance 
May 4-5. www.keels-wheels.com 281/474-9700 

SUGAR LAND: Memorial Day Ceremony May 27. www.  
sugarlandtx.gov/parksrecreation 281/275-2885 

TOMBALL: Rails and Tails Mudbug Festival May 4-5.  
www.tomballtx.gov 281/351-5484 

VICTORIA: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 4.  
Downtown. www.victoriachamber.org 361/573-5277 

VICTORIA: Art Car Victoria Parade and Festival May 18.  
The Nave Museum. www. navemuseum.com 361/575-8227 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN:V8 Supercar Series May 17-19. Circuit of the 
Americas. www.circuitoftheamericas.com 

BANDERA: Bandera Music Hall of Fame Showcase 
May 5. Arkey Blue's Silver Dollar. 830/796-8179 

BANDERA: Cowboy Capital Rodeo Association Pro 
Rodeo May 24-26. www.banderarodeo.com 830/796-7207 

BANDERA:Funtier Day Parade May 25. Main Street.  
www.banderatex.com 800/364-3833 

BANGS: Mayfest May 4. Bangs City Park. www.bangs 
businessassociation.org 325/203-0686

0 

0 
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BOERNE:Second Saturday Art and Wine May 11. www.  
secondsaturdayartandwine.com 877/833-0621 

BOERNE: Best of BoerneFest May 17-18. Downtown and 
around Main Plaza. www.boerne.org 830/249-8000 

COMFORT:Comfort Village Spring Antiques Show 
May 4-5. Comfort Park. www.comfortchamberofcommerce.  
com 830/995-3670 

FREDERICKSBURG: Hill Country Film Festival May 2-5.  
www.hillcountryff.com 512/589-4049 

FREDERICKSBURG:Trade Days May 17-19. 355 Sunday 
Farms Lane. www.fbgtradedays.com 830/990-4900 

FREDERICKSBURG: Crawfish Festival May 24-26.  
Market Square. www.fbgjaycees.com 830/456-9479 

GRUENE:Old Gruene Market Days May 18-19. Gruene 
Historic District. www.gruenemarketdays.com 830/832-1721 

GRUENE:KNBT Americana Music Jam May 19. Gruene 
Hall. www.gruenehall.com 830/629-5077 

HONDO: Mystery Dinner Theater May 3-4.  
hondo.library.friends@gmail.com 830/931-5829 

INGRAM: Hard Ware National Ceramics Exhibit 
May 23-June 22. The Gallery at the Point. www.hcaf.com 
830/367-5120 

JUNCTION: Hill Country Fair, Rodeo, and Dance May 31
June 1. Fairgrounds Rodeo Arena. www.junctiontexas.com 

KERRVILLE:American Plains Artists Signature Show 
May 2-19. www.americanplainsartists.com 308/249-1488 

KERRVILLE:Kerrville Folk Festival May 23-June 9. Quiet 
Valley Ranch. www.kerrville-music.com 830/257-3600 

KERRVILLE:Texas State Arts and Crafts Fair May 24
26. www.tacef.org 830/896-5711 

KYLE: Front Porch Days May 4-5. Fergus Park. www.  
frontporchdays.com 512/557-2728 

LLANO: Bluebell Bluegrass Classic Car Show May 24
26. Downtown. www.promotellano.com 325/247-5156 

MARBLE FALLS: CASI "Howdy Roo" Regional Chili 
Cook-Off/Lonestar Barbecue State Championship 
May 4. Johnson Park. 281/615-2408 or 830/613-8666 

SAN MARCOS: Global Odyssey: From Texas to the 
World and Back May 1-10. www.thewittliffcollections.  
txstate.edu 512/245-2313 

SAN MARCOS: Viva! Cinco de Mayo May 3-5. Hays 
County Civic Center. www.sanmarcostexas.com 512/393-5930 

SAN MARCOS:Texas Natural and Western Swing 
Festival May 18. www.sanmarcostx.gov/mainstreet 
512/393-8430 

SONORA: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 4. Sutton 
County Park. www.sonoratexas.org 325/387-2880 

STONEWALL: Lavender Fest May 4-5. Becker Vineyards.  
www.beckervineyards.com 830/644-2681 

TAYLOR:Zest Fest May 4. Downtown. www.taylor 
chamber.org 512/352-3675 

UVALDE: Four Square Friday May 10. Downtown.  
www.visituvalde.com 

WIMBERLEY:Market Day May 4. Lions Pavilion. www.  
shopmarketdays.com 512/847-2201

ROUND TOP, TX 78954
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that hold everything from clothing to one-of-a-kind 

decor & gifts. Perfect the art of boot-scootin', just 

as well as porch sitting. Revel in artful pursuits such 

as world-class Music, and exhibitions in several 

highly respected galleries. And, Round Top's 

Festivals are varied, fun & frequent. So, plan your

Artful Escape soon, by visiting: 

www.roundtop.org 
ROUND TOP AREA 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

artful escape
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our Artful Escape begins right here.  

Discover the art of delectable food and 

fine wine; the art of comfort in well 

appointed accommodations. The art of 

'shop 'til you drop' in fabulous boutiques



PANHANDLE PLAINS 
ABILENE: Western Heritage Classic May 9-12. www.  
westernheritageclassic.com 325/677-4376 

AMARILLO: Muttfest May 19. Memorial Park. www.  
amarillospca.net 806/622-0555 

AMARILLO: WRCA Championship Ranch Bronc Riding 
May 25. www.wrca.org 806/374-9722 

ANSON: Anson-Jones Museum Memorial Day 
Commemoration May 27. www.ansontx.us/community/ 
anson-jones-museum 512/965-9551 

BRONTE: Fort Chadbourne Days Living History Event 
May 4. www.fortchadbourne.org 325/743-2555 

BUFFALO GAP: Chautauqua Learning Series May 11.  
Buffalo Gap Historic Village. 325/572-3365 

CANADIAN: Canadian River Music Festival May 11.  
www.canadianrivermusicfestival.com 806/323-6234 

CANYON: Drawings from the Permanent Collection 
May 1-September 2. www.panhandleplains.org 

EASTLAND: The Dust BowlMay 2-25. eastlandcounty 
museum@gmail.com 254/631-6894 

ELECTRA: Annual Electra Goat Barbecue May 10-11. City 
Fairgrounds. www.electratexas.org 940/495-3577 

LUBBOCK: Butterflies Alive! May 1-June 9. The Science 
Spectrum and OMNI Theater. www.sciencespectrum.org 

LUBBOCK: First Friday Art Trail May 3. www.ffat.org 
806/762-8606 
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Get izfull months 
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" Small towns to big cities 
" Day trips and extended treks 

" Diners and drives 
" And much more 

Just 
for a 1-year U.S. subscription 

International subscriptions 
are just $29.95 

1-800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 

and mention source code 
A3ETHM1 

Texas Highwa s 

www.texashighways.com

LUBBOCK: West Texas Watercolor Spring Show May 
8-June 9. www.westtexaswatercolor.com 806/794-4655 

MEMPHIS: MayFest May 4. Historic courthouse square.  
806/259-1546 or 214/537-6947 

POST: Post City Trade Day May 4. Main Street. www.  
postcitytexas.com 806/559-0835 
SAN ANGELO: National Ceramic Invitational May 1
June 23. Various venues. www.samfa.org 325/653-3333 

SAN ANGELO: Art Walk May 16. www.downtownsan 
angelo.com/artwalk.html 325/653-3333 or 800/375-1206 
SAN ANGELO: Memorial Day Exercises at Fort Concho 
May 27. www.fortconcho.com 325/234-0316 

PINEY WOODS 
CLEVELAND: Memorial Day Parade May 27. Downtown.  
www.clevelandtexas.com 281/592-2395 

COLDSPRING: Car and Bike Show May 25. www.san 
jacintocountytourism.org 936/653-2332 

CROCKETT: Crockett Lions Club PRCA Rodeo May 9-11.  
Porth Ag Arena. james544@gmail.com 936/544-0999 
DIBOLL: Jump, Jive, and Wail: a 1940s Hangar Dance 
May 11. www.treetexas.com 936/632-9535 
HEMPHILL: Western Days May 3-4. Various venues.  
409/787-2732 
HUNTSVILLE: General Sam Houston Folk Festival 
May 3-5. www.samhoustonfolkfestival.org 936/294-1832 
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TexasHihay 
THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS 

Reader Service Guide 
to Advertisers 

For information from our advertisers, 
use the forms in this issue, or go to 

www.texash ighways.com.  
(Reader service numbers are in bold.) 

1. Abilene Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 67 
2. Amarillo Chamber of Commerce/CVC, pg. 71 
3. Bandera County Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 77 
4. Beaumont Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 18 
5. Boerne Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 77 
6. Bullock Texas State History Museum, pg. 20 
7. City of Canton, pg. 78 
8. The Colony City Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 79 
9. Conroe Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 18 

10. Copperas Cove Chamber of Commerce & Visitors 
Bureau, pg. 79 

11. Corpus Christi Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 11 
12. Denison Chamber of Commerce, pg. 68 
13. DeSoto Chamber of Commerce, pg. 78 
14. Fort Chadbourne, pg. 35 
15. Fredericksburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 23 
16. Galveston Island Convention & Visitor Bureau, 

pg. 2 
17. Glen Rose Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 68 
18. Graham Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 69 
19. Grapevine Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 76 
20. Hotel Galvez & Spa / Tremont House, pg. 3 
21. Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 8 and 

pg. 26 
22. Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, pg. 24 
23. Lake Whitney, pg. 34 
24. Lone Star Flight Museum, pg. 4 
25. Longview Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 32 
26. Louise Hopkins Underwood Center for the Arts, 

pg. 32 
27. Lufkin Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 34 
28. Mineral Wells Chamber of Commerce, pg. 27 
29. Mitchell Historic Properties, pg. S 
30. Moody Gardens, pg. 3 
31. Mount Pleasant/Titus County Chamber of 

Commerce, pg. 78 
32. Muenster Chamber of Commerce, pg. 77 
33. National Museum of the Pacific War, pg. 33 
34. Natural Bridge Wildlife Ranch, pg. 76 
35. Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce, 

pg.16 
36. Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig Museum & 

Education Center, pg. 4 
37. Plano Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 26 
38. Port Arthur Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 69 
39. Possum Kingdom Lake Chamber of Commerce, 

pg. 35 
40. Round Top Area Chamber of Commerce, pg. 71 
41. San Angelo Chamber of Commerce, pg. 35 
42. San Luis Resort, Spa & Conference Center, pg. 2 
43. Sand 'N Sea Properties, pg. 4 
44. South Padre Island Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 19 
45. Texas Forts Trail, pg. 35 
46. Texas Historical Commission, pg. 13 
47. Texas Independence Trail, pg. 28 
48. Tyler Convention & Visitor's Bureau, pg. 31 
49. Victoria Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 15 
50. The Victorian Condo-Hotel Resort & Conference 

Center, pg. 4 
51. Visit Big Bend, pg. 25 
52. Visit Lubbock, pg. 17 
53. Weatherford Chamber of Commerce, pg. 30 
54. City of Webster, pg. 67



From Our Advertisers 

ONLINE: 

Go to www.texashighwayscom 

and select Advertising Information 

from the red navigation bar 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on the 

Reader Service Guide to Advertisers.  

Circle the corresponding numbers on 

the postage-paid card at right and 

mail today.  

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free 

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.

Texas Hi ways 
THE TRAVEL MAGAZINE OF TEXAS 

www.texashighways.com 

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61 
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 

Please print F R E E 
Name 

ADVERTISING 
Address IN FO R M AT 10 N 
City - State Zip 

Card expires 11/1/13 130501 
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1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61 
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4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 

Please print F R E E 
Name 

ADVERTISING 
Address I N FO R M AT IO N 
City State Zip 

Card expires 11/1/13 130501 

It's easy to order 
from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

"NINE: www.texashighways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

BYPHNE 1-800-839-4997 (903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central * Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central " Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

YM1: Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558 MAY13TH



iiiiii

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO 418 NAPLES FL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

Texas Highways 
PO BOX 413050 
NAPLES FL 34101-6832
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NO POSTAGE 
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IF MAILED 
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NAPLES FL 34101-6832
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COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER 
Name 

Street Address 

City State Zip 

Daytime Phone Number ( ) 
(In case we have questions regarding your order)

Q Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard 
Q Discover Q American Express 

card number 

Expiration date 

Signature
Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8558 

MAY13TH

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES ;mm 

;mm 

a 
;mm

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 

Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 
SUBTOTAL 

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  
TOTAL

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 
$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99...$18.95 
$200.00 + ................ $21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside 
the continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to 
your subtotal.
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Bluebonnet 
Handbag Hanger 
She can keep her purse off the floor, 
out of her lap and securely in sight 
while dining out. Sturay handbag 
hanger with a Blueboniet design 
opens to hang her purse from the 
table top and magnetically closes 
to a handy 1.25-inch diameter fer 
easy storage. 1.6-ounces.  
Item 37726........$14.95
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Bluebonnet 
Throw 
Mom can get comfy with 
this beautiful tapestry of 
bluebonnets. Lap throw is 
machine-washable and dryer
safe. 100% cotton. Roomy 
enough to keep her warm, 
small enough to travel along.  
52 x 34 inches 

Item 37710........ $32.95

Texas Star Pendant 
A classic sterling silver star pendant features 
a textured background with a 3-dimensional 
star that adds fantastic depth. 16 inch diameter 
x '/e inch thick. Loop diameter /4 inch. Made of 

highest quality .925 solid sterling silver.  

Item 37904.......$24.95 

Field of Flowers Tapestry 
Bluebonnets are captured with old-world 
charm in this beautiful wall tapestry. Ready 
to hang from her favorite decorative rod.  
35 x 26 inches. Dry clean.  

Item 37828 ....... $42.95

at the 

Texas Higways 
GIFT SHOP 

800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

www.texashighways.com

Texas Word 
Pendant 
This stunning sterling silver 
pendant will proclaim Texas 
is her home. A perfect addi
tion to a silver chain or charm 
bracelet.11/n inch long. Made 
of highest quality .925 solid 
sterling silver.  

Item 37912........ $34.95 

Month-by-Month 
Gardening in 
Texas 
by Dan Gill and Dale Groom 
A valuable resource to help 
her grow a successful garden.  
Features annuals, bulbs, house
plants, lawns, perennials, roses, 
shrubs, trees, vegetables and 
herbs, vines, ground covers 
and ornamental grasses. 282 
pages, soft cover, ftll color.  

Item 36527. $24.99

MAY13TH
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on her day

Wildflower Garden Flag 
The cheery flag will add a touch of color to 
her yard at any time of the year. Printed in the USA on 
weather-proof fabric. 13 x 18 inches. Stand not included.  

Item 37752...$12.95 

Press Flower Cards 
Hand-crafted greeting cards feature Texas wildflowers 
reproduced from pressed flowers. Each S x 7 inch card is 
hand embellished. Set of 5 cards and envelopes makes an 
artistically beautiful gift. Lovely enough to be matted and 
framed. Blank linen inset inside.  

Item 35206...$19.95

Texas Word Earrings 
Adorn her ears with Texas charm-French Loop 
earrings in solid sterling silver. Charm is / inches 
long; total earring length 1% inches.  

Item 37913........$38.95 

Bluebonnet Botanical Print 
Hand-crafted beautiful pressed flower art is reproduced as 
nature designed. Matted and ready to frame: 11 x 14 inches.  

Item 32202 ....... $24.95

Boss 
Lady 

500 

Jigsaw PnzII' 

13" x 19" 

, ' 

.F i v

Boss Lady Puzzle 
Wildflowers spring up around this little ranch hand as 
she and her best friend survey the road ahead. Jigsaw 
puzzle art by June Dudley. Printed with soy-based inks on 
recycled board. 500 pieces.13 x 19 inches.  

Item 37531........$14.95
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w;C !a1 '' r I Love Texas Tote 
She can keep everything close at hand when she is on the 
move. Large 18 x 18 inch tote is durable, moisture and fade
resistant so it can be enjoyed for years.100% polyester.  
Dry clean only.  

Item 37420 ....... $24.95

Wildflower Tapestry 
Great advice from a wildflower: Show your 
true colors. Delight in simple pleasures. Celebrate 
your natural beauty. Open up! Spread seeds of joy.  
It is OK to be a late bloomer. Be wild and wonderful! 
17 x 26 inches.  

Item 37817........$22.95 

Cowhide Throw 
She will snuggle under this super-soft throw de
signed with a cowhide look on one side and soft terry 
chenille on the other. 48 x 48 inches with Texas and 
flag icon embroidery. Machine wash.  

Item 37827........$49.95

Texas Etched Mug 
Our large Texas mug is perfect for her morning brew.  
The etched lettering over colorful Texas scenes adds 
texture and beauty. Large easy-grip handle. 18 oz.  

Item 37339........$11.95 

Texas Road Trip CD 
Road trip or rush hour? She can tune in to 20 great 
selections from 20 great artists, including Gary P.  
Nunn, Robert Earl Keen, Dub Miller, Ed Burleson, 
Phil Pritchett, Jack Ingram and more.  

Item 37603.......$19.95

at the 

Texas Hhways 
GIFT SHOP 

Three wva/s to order: 

BY PHONE: 800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

ONLINE: www.texashighways.com 
BY MAIL: Use the ORDER FORM inside this issue.  
Send completed form, along with payment to: 
Texas Highways, PO Box 8558, Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8558 

MAY13TH
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800-457-6338 
www.irapevineTexasUSA.com 
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AFICAN SAFAL/ 

WILDLIFERAHCHIEXAS.COM 
830.438.7400 

76 texashighways.com I MAY 2013

raeerotiu dz froam page 72] ).  

j- >

TH TRAVELER IS SADDLING A PACK CAMEL AND VENTURING TO THE PECOS 
River valley to join the history buffs at Fort Lancaster State Historic Site's Frontier 
Jubilee. The annual event starts on Friday, May 17, with educational programs for area 
school groups, followed by a public day on Saturday that's free to all (including a free 
barbecue lunch). On hand will be "living historians" to educate visitors about the life 
and times of Fort Lancaster, which the United States established in 1it5 to protect 
the route between San Antonio and El Paso. Along with learning about life at the fort 
in the rnid-lath Century, displays will cover topics like the Texas Carel Corps, Native 
Americans, Buffalo Soldiers, and the J.S. Cavalry. "The mission of these events is to 
give the visitor an enriching, cultural experience rore encompassing than anything 
you might find in a classroom or book," says Nash Traylor, the site's events c:oordina
tor. www.visitfortlancasterco r.

JACKSONVILLE: Tops in Texas Rodeo May 15-18. www.  
topsintexasrodeo.com 903/721-1690 

JEFFERSON: Jefferson Historical Pilgrimage May 2-5.  
Various locations. www.jefferson-texas.com 903/665-3733 

JEFFERSON: The Great Locomotive Chase: The Andrews 
Raid May 3-5. www.jeffersonrailway.com 866/398-2038 

LONGVIEW: AlleyFest May 10-12. Downtown. www.  
alleyfest.org 903/237-4000 

LONGVIEW: Party inthe Pines Motorcycle Rally May 24-26.  
Longview Fairgrounds. www.pinerally.com 903/736-2693 

LUFKIN: East Texas Summer Fest May 18. www.summer 
festtexas.com 936/633-0359 

RUSK: Armed Forces Memorial Day Event at Texas 
State Railroad May 27. 903/683-3093 

THE WOODLANDS: Memorial Day Weekend Celebra
tion May 25-26. www.thewoodlandscvb.com 281/363-2447

WINNSBORO: Spring Festival May 11-12. Historic down
town. www.winnsboroonlineguide.com 903/342-1300 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 

ADDISON: Taste Addison May 17-19. Addison Circle Park.  
www.addisontexas.net 800/233-4766 

ATHENS: Cinco de Mayo Celebration May 4.  
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center. www.athenstx.org 
903/670-2277 

ATHENS: Old Fiddlers' Contest and Reunion May 
31-June 1. Courthouse square. http://athenstx.org/things

to-do/athens-old-fiddlers-reunion 888/294-2847 

BELLS: LifeLight Christian Music Festival May 24-26.  
Willowood Ranch. 605/338-2847 

BELLVILLE: Market Day on the Square May 4.  
Downtown. www.bellville.com 979/865-3407



BRENHAM: Maifest May 3-5. Downtown. www.maifest.org 
888/273-6426 or 888/273-6426 

BRIDGEPORT: Butterfield Stage Days Festival and 
Rodeo May 10-11. Harwood Park. www.bridgeportchamber.  
org 940/683-2076 

CALDWELL: Saturday Orchard Tours at Royalty 
Pecans May 4,11,18, 25. Royalty Pecan Farms. www.royalty 
pecans.com/shop/events 

CAMERON: Dewberry Festival May 18. Wilson-Ledbetter 
Park. www.cameron-tx.com 254/697-4979 

CANTON: First Monday Trade Days May 2-5, 30-June 2.  
On 1-20 in Canton from exits 523, 526, 527 and 528. www.  
visitcantontx.com 877/462-7467 or 903/567-1849 

COLLEYVILLE: Promenade Garden Tour May 5. Tickets 
available at Market Street. www.colleyvillegardenclub.org 

COLUMBUS: Kick Up Your Heels at The Stafford May 11.  
Stafford Opera House. www.columbustexas.org 979/732-8385 

CORSICANA: The Great Must Fall as Well as the Small: 
The Battle of Chancellorsville May 10-June 30. www.  
pearcecollections.us 903/875-7642 

DALLAS: Cindy Sherman Exhibit May 1-June 9. Dallas 
Museum of Art. www.dm-art.org 214/922-1200 

DALLAS: Impressions of Europe: 19th-Century Vistas 
by Martin Rico May 1-July 7. Meadows Museum. www.  
meadowsmuseumdallas.org 
DALLAS: Hecho en Dallas May 3-June 29. Latino Cultural 
Center. www.dallasculture.org/latinoculturalcenter

DALLAS: Texas Ballet Theater Festival May 3-5, 24-26.  
AT&T Dallas Performing Arts Center. www.texasballet 
theater.org 214/954-9925 

DALLAS: Dallas International Festival May 25. Dallas 
Arts District. www.dfwinternational.org 

DENTON: Cinco de Mayo May 4. Quakertown Park and 
Denton Civic Center. www.dentonparks.com 940/369-3909 

DENTON: Dog Days of Denton May 31-June 1.  
Quakertown Park. www.dogdaysdenton.com 940/349-8529 

BRUCEVILLE-EDDY: Mayfest May 11-12. Exit 318A on I-35 
between Bruceville and Eddy. www.bruceville-eddytx.com 
254/859-5774 

EMORY: Founders Day May 4. Downtown. www.founders 
dayfestival.org 903/473-2465 

ENNIS: National Polka Festival May 24-26. Downtown 
Ennis and Czech Halls. www.nationalpolkafestival.com 
972/878-4748 

FAIRFIELD: Queen of the Trinity Star Pilgrimage May 5.  
Historic Moody-Bradley House. www.fairfieldtexas.com 
903/389-7008 

FARMERS BRANCH: Liberty Fest May 25. Liberty Plaza 
and the Farmers Branch Historical Park. www.fblibertyfest.  
com 972/919-2620 

FAYETTEVILLE: Fayetteville Chamber Music Festival 
May 10-18. At 301 W. Fayette St. www.fayettevillemusic.org 
979/249-5035

FORT WORTH: FOCUS: Bary McGee May 1-June 2.  
Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth. www.themodern.org 
817/738-9215 

FORT WORTH: Mayfest May 2-5. Trinity Park. www.  
mayfest.org 817/332-1055 

FORT WORTH: Frontier Forts Day May 10-11. The 
Stockyards National Historic District. www.stockyards 
station.com 817/625-9715 

FORT WORTH: Fort Worth Music Festival May 17-18.  
Will Rogers Memorial Center. www.fwfest.com 

FORT WORTH: Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition May 24-June 9. Ed Landreth Hall. www.  
cliburn.org 817/738-6536 

GAINESVILLE: Lavender Festival May 25-27. Lavender 
Ridge Farms. www.lavenderridgefarms.com 940/665-6938 

GRANBURY: Paranormal Expo May 18. Granbury Resort 
Conference Center. www.granburyparanormalexpo.com 
817/559-0849 

GRANBURY: Memorial Day Celebration May 25-27.  
Downtown square. www.granburysquare.com 817/573-5299 

GRAND PRAIRIE: Big Mamou Cajun Festival May 4-5.  
Traders Village. www.tradersvillage.com 972/647-2331 

GRAPEVINE: Main Street Days May 17-19. Historic down
town. www.grapevinetexasusa.com 817/410-3185 

GUSTINE: Homecoming, Rodeo, and 5K May 23-25.  
Downtown. www.gustinehomecoming.com 325/667-7417

A place to explore 
nature, enjoy Fun events 

or indulge yourself in great 
shopping, dining, or 

just relaxing.  
Enjoy the warm, Friendly 
hospitality that makes 

Boerne as unique 
as our name 

" OERNE 
' As UNU As Our Name 

VisitBoerne.org 
888.842.8080 I t
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Experience a day or a weekend of fun, food and frolic in Muenster! 

Where German Traditio11  meeLLS ecxa. i tospitaity 

Located 1 hours from DFW Metroplex Fischer's Meat & Cheese Market 
13 miles West of I-35 on U.S. Hwy 82 Red River Wine Tour & Vineyards 

/ German Bakery& Restaurants 
, tt __ Red River Motorcycle Trails 

The last full weekend in April Turtle Hill Golf Course 

www.muensterchamber.com 940-759-2227 Tours Available
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Traveler 

O TH SPOTLIGHT 

THE CONTESTS AT UT ARLINGTON'S ATHLETIC 
fields will look a little different as competitors set aside 
football and soccer in favor of logs, stones, and weights 
The Texas Scottish Festival & Highland Games 
(May 3-S at Maverick Stadium) features the historic 
strength contests of the Scottish Highlands, along 
with all manner of Scottish culture and heritage-from 
kilts to dance and bagpiping. The event, in its 27th 
year, includes a full slate of workshops on topics like 
the bodhran drum, Scottish fiddling, and the castles 
of Scotland. On Friday night, catch up with your long
lost cousins at the "Calling of the Clans." Throughout 
the weekend, see performances by Scottish and Celtic 
musicians including Brian McNeill, North Texas Cale
donian Pipes & Drums, and the Killdares. "Anybody 
who's Scottish in the state of Texas, they're at this 
event," says Ray McDonald, executive director and a 
co-founder. www.texasscottishfestival.com.

:, 

w ' 
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P** WORI 

At First Monday Trade Days - Always held the Thur-Sun 
before the First Monday of each month 

Antiques/Collectibles, Fine Art, Arts & Crafts, Furniture, 
Novelty Items, Clothing, Shabby Chic, Jewelry, Shoes, 
Animals and MORE! Something for the whole family! 

Located in beautiful East Texas on 1-20 bet ween Dallas and Tyler 
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MOUNT PLEASANT 

FEST & RODEO 
at the Mount Pleasant Rodeo Arena

4

wwwtpleasanttx~com 

facebook.com/mountpleasanttexas 
twitter.com/MountPleasantTx

DON DIEGO 15.16.13 
DESOTO TOWN CENTER 
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VISITDESOTOTEXAS.COM
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HICO: Texas Steak Cook-Off and Wine Festival May 18.  
www.texassteakcookoff.com 254/796-4620 ext. 4 

IRVING: Dallas Comic Con May 17-19. Irving Convention 
Center at Las Colinas. www.irvingconventioncenter.com 
972/252-7476 

LEWISVILLE: Texas Tunes Concert May 18. MCL Grand.  
www.mclgrand.com 

LOCKHART: Cinco de Mayo May 3-4. Courthouse square.  
www.Iockharthispanicchamber.org 512/749-6930 

MALAKOFF: Sculpture Garden and Art Tour May 17-18.  
Historic Bartlett House and Heritage Gardens. www.malakoff 
texas.com 

MCKINNEY: Third Monday Trade Days May 17-19. At 
4550 W. University. www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MCKINNEY: Bike the Bricks May 24. Historic downtown.  
www.downtownmckinney.com 972/547-2660 

MESQUITE: Texas Area Artists Exhibition May 4-June 1.  
Mesquite Arts Center. www.mesquiteartscenter.org 
972/566-8269 

MESQUITE: Mesquite Meander Historic Cemetery 
Tour May 17-18. Mesquite Cemetery. www.historicmesquite.  
org 972/216-6468 

MESQUITE: Championship Rodeo May 31-June 1. Resistol 
Arena. www.mesquiterodeo.com 972/285-8777 

MOUNT VERNON: Spring Art Show and Sale May 17-18.  
Franklin County Cultural Arts Center. franklincountyarts@ 
gmail.com 903/434-9130 

MOUNT VERNON: Piney Woods Wine Trail 
Association Wine Tasting May 18. Downtown plaza.  
903/537-4070 or 903/860-2193 

NAVASOTA: Warmth of Summer Festival May 18. www.  
navasotatx.gov 936/825-6475 

RICHARDSON: Cottonwood Art Festival May 4-5.  
Cottonwood Park. www.cottonwoodartfestival.com 
972/744-4580 or 972/744-4581 

RICHARDSON: Wildflower! Arts and Music Festival 
May 17-19. Galatyn Park. www.wildflowerfestival.com 
972/744-4580 

SHERMAN: BirdFest Texoma May 3-5. Hagerman 
National Wildlife Refuge. www.friendsofhagerman.com/ 
festival 903/786-2826 

SMITHVILLE: Reel Film Expo May 3-5. Downtown. www.  
smithvilletx.org 512/237-2313

TEMPLE: Central Texas Airshow May 3-5. Draughon
Miller Central Texas Regional Airport. www.centraltexas 
airshow.com 

TEMPLE: Bloomin' Temple Festival May 10-11.  
Downtown. www.bloomintemple.com 254/773-2105 

WACO: Goosebumps! The Science of Fear May 25
September 2. Mayborn Museum Complex. www.mayborn 
museum.com 254/710-1187 

WASHINGTON: The Substance of Life: Texas Through 
the Eyes of Theodore Gentilz May 1-31. Star of the Republic 
Museum. www.starmuseum.org 936/878-2214 

WAXAHACHIE: Scarborough Renaissance Festival 
May 1-27. Off I-35 East at Exit 399 and Exit 399-A. www.  
srfestival.com 972/938-3247 

WAXAHACHIE: Historic Waxahachie Plein Aire Paint 
Out May 24-June 1. Historic district. www.elliscountyart.net 
972/937-3414 

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS 
EA6LE PASS: Memorial Day Ceremony May 30.  
Maverick County Lake. 830/773-4528 

FLORESVILLE: Floresville Opry May 2. Floresville Event 
Center. www.wilsoncountyhistory.org 830/393-6512 

SAN ANTONIO: Real/Surreal: Selections from the 
Whitney Museum of AmericanArt May 1-19. Mchay Art 
Museum. www.mcnayart.org 210/824-5368 

SAN ANTONIO: GirlPower!May 1-July 14. Institute of 
Texan Cultures. www.texancultures.com 

SAN ANTONIO: Fiesta Noche del Rio May 10-August 10.  
River Walk's Arneson River Theatre. www.fiestanochesa.com 
210/226-4651 

SAN ANTONIO: Culinaria Wine and Culinary Arts 
Festival May 15-19. Various venues. www.culinariasa.org 
210/822-9555 

SAN ANTONIO: Military River Parade: Here's to 
Our Heroes May 18. The River Walk. www.thesanantonio 
riverwalk.com/events/ 

SANANTONNI: Memorial Day Arts and Crafts Show 
May 24-27. The River Walk. www.thesanantonioriverwalk.  
com/events/

Want more? Go to the Events Calendar at www.texashighways.com.  
For a free printed copy of an even more detailed, quarterly schedule of events, write 
to Texas Highways Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714-9249.  
Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada, between 8-6 Central 
For Texas travel questions, call 800/452-9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information 
Center, where a professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of any emergency road conditions, and send brochures (including I 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommodations guide, and 
quarterly Texas Highways Events Calendar).  
To submit event information: www.texashighways.com and go to Events, Submit 
Event Listing; e-mail: texasevents@t xdot.gov; or mail: Texas Events Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 
78714-1009. Listing deadlines: Spring (Mar, Apr, May) Dec 1; Summer (Jun, Jul, Aug) Mar 1; Fall (Sep, 
Oct, Nov) Jun 1; Winter (Dec, Jan, Feb) Sep. 1.

May 16-19, 2013 
Copperas Cove City Park 

Carnival * Arts and Crafts 
Food Vendors * Pony Rides 
Kid's Corner * Petting Zoo 

Car Show * Softball Tournament 

For More Information 
Call 254-547-7571 

www.rabbitfest.com 

Copperas Cove 
caerm meeVrms~ 
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to Marfa 
TAKE A DRIVE deep into West Texas, through 
the Martian landscape of the Chihuahuan Desert, 
and you'll arrive at an oasis-not of water, but of 
art. The town of Marfa may be in the middle of 
nowhere, but to the Texans who call it home, that's 
exactly the point.

t, , , 

_ .  

_ - _ a -

_" 9:00 a.m. I awoke to 
the sound of wind beat

ing the side of my teepee at 
El Cosmico, a creative lodging 
concept comprised of quirky 

abodes such as remodeled 
vintage trailers and safari 

tents. I stepped into the dry 

desert air, and instantly felt 
connected to the land, people, 
and vibe of Marfa.  

9:30 a.m. I grabbed 
an outdoor seat at 

Squeeze Marfa, a Swiss cafe 
tucked in the back of a build
ing just off the main strip. I de
cided on a healthy (and deli
cious) bowl of "Swiss Bircher
mujesli," consisting of oats, 
yogurt, and fruit. This way I 
didn't feel guilty for indulging 
in breakfast dessert-import

ed Swiss chocolates.  

10:15 a.m. I set off on 
foot to the 1880s Presi

dio County Courthouse. The 
only thing more impressive 
than the exterior was the view 
from the top as the town of 
Marfa and distant mountain 

ranges unfurled before my eyes.  

?7 10:45 a.m. I spent the 
next couple of hours 

roaming the art galleries and

shops of Highland Street. I 
popped into Marfa Book Com
pany, the town's main hang
out; Hotel Paisano, with its mu

seum dedicated to the 1956 
film Giant, which was filmed in 
Marfa; and finally the home of 
Marfa Brand, where I picked 
up some handmade soaps.  

12:00 p.m. I spent the 

lunch hour at Food Shark, 
a food truck serving up South
west-meets-Mediterranean

dishes, including 
its specialty, 

the "Marfalafel." 

After hearing 

they sell out fast, 
I quickly ordered 

and grabbed a 
seat at one of the 

community tables 

where I dined 

with residents and

create art and began inviting 
artist friends to Marfa. Art 
begat more art, and before 

long Marfa had a thriving 
community of contemporary 
artists creating amazing and 
mind-blowing works in the 

middle of the desert.  

' 4:00 p.m. Inspired to 

contribute to the art 

scene, I donned an astronaut 

suit and became a living art 
piece in front of the court-

Contact the Marfa 
Visitor Center, 
432/729-4772, 

www.visitmarfa.com; 
and the Marfa Cham

ber of Commerce, 
432/729-4942, 

www.marfacc.com.

visitors from all over the world.  

7 1:00 p.m. To get to the 
bottom of how Marfa 

became an international arts 
hot spot, I went to where it 

all started, the Chinati Foun
dation. I hopped on a guided 
tour and learned how artist 

and visionary Donald Judd 

moved here in the 1970s to

house-part ho

mage to my oth

erworldly day trip 

and part com

mentary on in

tergalactic explo
ration and its 

effect on small

town commerce 

... (yeah, I don't 

get it, either).

4:30 p.m. I decided 
to actually leave Earth 

with a ride from Marfa Glid
ers. The landscape and wind 

currents of Marfa make it one 
of the best places in the world 
to soar. It was a little nerve
racking being thousands of 

feet high without an engine, 
but experienced pilot and

owner Burt Compton made 
it easy to ride the currents of 
air straight up and into the 
wide-open Texas sky.  

'> 6:30 p.m. I headed 
to Cochineal, one of 

Marfa's finest foodie-centric 

establishments with its big

city menu in small-town Texas.  
The extensive wine list in

cluded a perfect pairing with 

my seared steak, which I 

topped off with an incredible 
sticky-toffee bread pudding.  

3 8:00 p.m. As the star

'__ light shone in the sky, 
I decided to try and spot the 

famous Marfa Lights at the 
viewing area nine miles east 

of town. If you're lucky, the 
lights will appear on the hori
zon just as they have since 

long before the first recorded 

sighting in the 1880s.  

AS THE DESERT air grew 
cold, a small light appeared 
and danced in the distance.  

It was definitely strange, but 
after everything that I'd seen 

in Marfa, this mysterious orb 
fit in perfectly. So, whether 
you follow my footsteps or 
forge your own path, I hope 
to see you on the road. mx
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Aido o ScuTnurxreaomuite of Dbina, High Hi l Amannsville and Praha, are 
full of exquisite artistic and architectural details. Among them is the majestic St.  

Pho tograph by i. GRIFFIS SMIT H Mary's Catholic Church in High Hill.  

Traditional architectural photography rules would suggest a straight-on approach 
for a photo of the church. Texas Highways Photography Editor Griff Smith, though, 
wanted a different view. "Using a very wide-angle lens and pointing the camera up 
at the ceiling to include the chandelier really captures the depth of the room," said 
Griff, who discusses the details in his photo-tips video at www.texashighways.com.  
"Don't be afraid to break the rules." 

Find out about booking a tour of the painted churches and pick up in
formation from the Greater Schulenburg Chamber of Cormmerce, 
618 N. Main St. Call 866/504-5294; www.schulenburgchamber.org.  

Look for our story on Schulenburg in June's Weekender.

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprint. com.
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