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(from the prese-ident'1s desk 

Dear Friends, 
As Texas continues its slow recovery from 
an economic downturn, it is important to 
take stock of the progress we've made and to 

sharpen our focus on preparing students for 

ajob marketthatreliesheavily on technology 
and innovation.  

While it is encouraging to note that more 
Texas high school students are choosing a 
college path, there's a concern that a greater 
number of them maybe among the first in 

~ their families to ever pursue college - or that 
they may not have been adequately prepared 
to take on the rigors of university coursework.  

With state funding as tight as it ever has 
been, it is almost certain that accountability 
will play a larger role in determining how 
tax dollars are distributed to public higher 
education institutions in the future.  

We know that a growing number of our 
incoming students are likelyto need advising, 
counseling and career advice - the kind of 
support that keeps them on track and on time so 
that they can successfully get through college.  

At Texas State, we are proud of the efforts 
and the commitment we have made to provide 
these critical support services to students.  
That strategic effort has paid off in helping us 
produce more university graduates. In fact, 

out of 38 public universities in the state, Texas 
State has the fifth-highest graduation rate.  

Even as more students with growing 
needs enter our university, we are taking the 
initiative to ensure their college experience 
is a successful one. In our featured student 
success story inside this publication, you'll 
see a rundown of many of the strategies and 

services we employ.  
Our charge from the state is clear: we 

must produce more college graduates today 
to help build a stronger workforce tomorrow.  
That is essential to make Texas thrive.  

Sincerely, 

Denise M. Trauth
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Rafael Ortiz of Mexico and expedition leader West Hansen pull their kayaks through a snowstorm at Lago Acucocha in Peru, about 14,700 feet above sea level 
in the Andes Mountains.  

West Hansen Tames the Amraazon
"it wasn't quite whit 

conditions, but 

pretty thick snow.  
slipping and falli 

my sho

-West Ha

- out High in the Peruvian Andes, West Hansen had already struggled with the 
six-inch-deep streambed for more than an hour when he first noticed the 

it w as snowflakes drifting down. Hunched over in his kayak, he used his hands to 
drag himself forward through the shallows as the flurries intensified. With 

I kept a snowstorm swirling around him, Hansen finally abandoned the trickling 
creek, dragging his kayak along the white-blanketed banks. "I fell. Several 

n g on times, because I was wearing water shoes. Obviously, I wasn't wearing hik
ing boots through the snow, and the snow was thick," Hansen recalls. "It u lde wasn't quite white-out conditions, but it was pretty thick snow. I kept slip
ping and falling on my shoulder." 

Cold and wet, scraped and bleeding, Hansen soldiered on, eventually 
reaching deeper water where he could re-enter his kayak. But his shoulder 

nsen '7 hurt so badly he couldn't paddle-at least not the way he was used to doing it.  
So he altered his motion.  

The legendary Amazon River, true to its reputation, had thrown every
thing it had at Hansen and his quest to navigate the waterway's 4,225-mile 
length.  

But a blizzard?

WWW.TXSTATE.EDU hillviews 3



And Hansen was barely three days into 
his journey.  

The Amazon had many more surprises in 
store for Hansen, but in the end he kayaked 
the length of the river in an astonishing 111 
days, blowing past the former record of 140
plus days. And he did it solo, with every mile 
chronicled by a film crew from National Geo
graphic accompanying him. The documen
tary of the expedition will air on the National 
Geographic Channel.  

With luck, Hansen's shoulder will be fully 

healed by then. The need for reconstructive 
surgery is a reminder from that early snow
fall in the mountains.  

"I had to alter my stroke and I had very 
poor technique the rest of the way. You can 

tell throughout the rest of the expedition," 
he says. "I couldn't raise my hand above my 

"When I turned 48, 
I started planning 
the Amazon trip 
for when I turned 
50. Now I'm 
determined to 
do something big 
every year until I 
can't do anything 
big anymore.  

-West Hansen 

shoulder, so Ijust had to paddle poorly. Les
son learned. Every day was rife with lessons." 

Hansen learned first-hand how to deal 
with adversity locally, becoming a regular 
competitor in the annual Texas Water Safari, 
billed as the world's toughest boat race. The 
trek begins at the headwaters of the San 
Marcos River on the Texas State campus and 
snakes its way to the Texas coastal town of 
Seadrift. The 1987 psychology graduate and 
former cheerleader actually discovered his 
love for kayaking while a student at Texas 
State, taking it as a PFW course and whitewa
ter kayaking down the San Marcos River to 
Martindale. On Fridays, he and the rest of the 
class would kayak the Guadalupe River. A few 
years after graduation, he heard about the 
Texas Water Safari and found it intriguing.
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~Vhitewater teem rDerr bers T na Specht (USA), r ght, and Juan Antonio de Ugarte (Pe-L paddle the r 
aft through rapids in the Rio r/antaro in Peru, cne of many t" butaries that feed into the Amazon River.
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left: Hansen and raft guide de Uga-te paddle toward cascac ing water releasec from pipes coming out of a 
mountain at Peru's largest hydroelectric complex in Campo Armiho.  

top: Hansen maneuvers his kayak n low water through the Rio Mantaro below Tablachaca Cam. The water 
is very low in this section of river during Peru's dry season 

bottom: -ansen waves to onlookers gathered on the bark in For de Punga on :he Ucayali River in Peru.  
The area is nestled in a lat sect or of te-rain leading into the Amazon River.  

r4:, 

- 0L 

7,381,000 cubic 
feet per second
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In 1992, he entered for the first time as a solo 
kayaker.  

"You know, in spite of all the years I spent 
at Texas State, I never even knew the Water 
Safari existed," Hansen says. "I entered in a 
whitewater kayak. Luckily, 1992 was a flood 
year, and I finished. I went all 260 miles in that 
plastic kayak, which people thought I was crazy 
to do. Really, whitewater's all I knew. I didn't 
know how to do marathon-style paddling." 

He learned quickly, though. One taste of 
the grueling Texas Water Safari hooked him, 
and he abandoned whitewater for endurance.  
Endurance kayaking challenged him physi
cally, but didn't put so much wear and tear on 
the body, Hansen found. As he grew older, he 
found himself loving that challenge more and 
more. Eventually, it led him to the Amazon, a 
life path Hansen views philosophically.  

"When I turned 48, I started planning 
the Amazon trip for when I turned 50," he 
explains. "Now I'm determined to do some
thing big every year until I can't do anything 
big anymore.  

"It'll be relative to my abilities - I'm 
no spring chicken. But one of the messages 
I'd really love to give to people is, you don't 
have to be in top shape in order to do some
thing like the Amazon River," Hansen says.  
"It just takes a little bit of perseverance and 
some conservative goals. I really don't think 
what I did was outside the norm of most 
people. Hopefully, people can use that as 
an example to get off their rears and go do 
something for themselves." 

If erstwhile couch potatoes do follow 
Hansen's lead and trek to the Amazon, one 
thing they'll learn first-hand is just how popu
lated the Amazon River is. Americans think 
of the region as a vast, uninhabited jungle, but 
the sheer number of people the expedition 
encountered was eye-popping.  

"We could go hardly one to five miles 
without seeing somebody - a house or a small 
village, motor boaters, people catching fish 
... There were people literally the entire way 
from the headwaters to the Atlantic Ocean," 
Hansen explains. "Sometimes it was difficult 
to find a place to camp for the night, because 
there was always somebody there. We didn't 
want to camp around people, so sometimes it 
took us a while to find a spot." 

Not everyone they encountered along 
the way was friendly. Near the Peruvian
Brazilian border, they often paddled through

0 
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the night without lights to avoid pirates. Some 
of the fiercest whitewater rapids in the world 
forced Hansen to navigate sections of the 
course out of sequence because of safety con
cerns. Later, while passing through areas of 
intense mining, members of his support crew 
came into contact with contaminated water 
and fell violently ill, putting the expedition on 
hold for several days until they recovered.  

Altogether, Hansen and his crew spent 21 
days out of the 111 total off the river. When he 
finally reached the mouth, where the Amazon 
flows into the Atlantic Ocean, it was as much a 
triumph for his crew as it was Hansen.  

When it comes to second acts in kayaking 
terms it is tough to trump the world's largest 

river. Hansen allows that he's got some other 

expeditions in mind, but remains tight-lipped 
about them - at least until he can get sponsors 
lined up. In the interim, he's got short-term 
plans guaranteed to shake things up and keep 
life from growing too predictable.  

"I really enjoy doing expeditions. I 

learned so much during this one, some at the 

school of hard knocks," he says. "We made 
some really right decisions, and we're going 
to expand on those. I'm definitely going to be 
doing more expeditions throughout the rest 

of my life.  
"Right off the top of my head, I plan to do 

the Baja 1,000 this fall - the off-road race," 
Hansen says. "Well, the photographer that 
was along with us on the Amazon expedition, 
he covered that for Sports Illustrated.  

He talked all about it the whole time, and 

there's a woman from San Marcos who races it 
quite often. So I thought,'You know what? I'm 

gonna do that!"' 
Judging by Hansen's track record, he's li

able to complete the Baja 1,000 in record time 
as well.  

-JaymeBlaschke

About the photographer: Austin freelance photographer Erich Schlegel chronicled West 
Hansen's kayaking trek along the Amazon River for three of the four and a half months of the 
epic journey, including the entire leg through Peru.
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Whitewater team members take in same late-r ight reading in their tent on the beach near the lower Ric Mar aro jungle.  
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DNew hoops coach brings defensive focus 
anny Kaspart J to Bobcat basketball

You could say Danny Kaspar was a Bobcat fan 
even before he became a part of the Texas State 
family.  

"I think Texas State is a great university, 
and I'm able to back my statement up, because 
my daughter goes to school here and I pay for 
that," he says. "I wouldn't let her go to a school 
that didn't offer a great academic education." 

Kaspar, who was named the head men's 
basketball coach in April, is seeking to repli
cate his success at Stephen F. Austin Univer

sity, where he was head coach for 13 seasons.  

At Stephen F. Austin, Kaspar turned a 
losing team into one with five 20-win seasons 
in the last six years and an overall record of 

246-141. He was named the 2012-13 Southland 
Conference Coach of the Year after the Lum
berjacks won their third Southland Confer

ence championship in the last six years and a 

trip to the NIT.  
Kaspar now has designs on leading the 

Bobcats to a Sun Belt Conference championship 

and a trip to the NCAA tournament. He replaces 

Doug Davalos, who compiled a 92-107 record as 

head coach for the previous seven years.  
"We want to try to get (players) to buy into 

what we're selling," Kaspar says. "We feel like 

it has produced some good results in the two 

other programs I've been with." 
Kaspar also was head coach at the Uni

versity of the Incarnate Word in San Antonio, 
where he had nine straight 20-win seasons.  

His overall record there was 219-52, and 

Sporting News named Kaspar the National 

Small College Coach of the Year in 1999.  
"My goal this first year is to try to win 

the championship, and also make some great 

improvements in our basketball team," he says.  

"We just want to change the mindset here and 

get them working hard and foster teamwork on 

the offensive and defensive ends." 
"At times, our team has been too resigned 

on the offensive end," he adds. "I don't think 

we've rebounded the ball as well as we need 

to, and I think they can also shoot a higher 

percentage if we don't rely on the quick three

point shot like they have in past years." 

Basketball has played a central role in 
Kaspar's life, from the time he was a student 

at Carroll High School in Corpus Christi to 

his years at McLennan Community College in

"We want to try to get 

(players) to buy into 

what we're selling. We 

feel like it has produced 

some good results in 

the two other programs 

I've been with." 

-Danny Kaspar 

Waco and the University of North Texas, where 

he graduated in 1978.  
By the time Kaspar was a sophomore, he 

was leaning toward a degree in education and a 

career as a high school coach.  
"I got a couple breaks and got into the col

lege coaching field," he recalls.  

Since then, he has won wide praise from 

former Bobcats head coach Vernon McDonald, 
San Antonio Spurs head coach Gregg Popovich, 
Utah Jazz general manager Dennis Lindsey,

former NBA player Bill Walton and former 

Bobcat and NBA player Jeff Foster.  
Texas State Director of Athletics Larry 

Teis describes Kaspar as "a proven winner" 

and says the high marks he's received from his 

peers made him the top choice for head coach.  

"No other coach in Texas in the past six 

years has won more games than Danny, and the 

only other coach in the past 12 years to do so is 

the University of Texas' Rick Barnes," Teis says.  

"Dannywas selected by his peers as the 2013 
Hugh Durham Award winner, which is given to 

the top mid-major coach in the nation." 
"I've seen him coach when we were in 

the Southland Conference together, and he 

knows how to coach, he knows how to win and 
he brings a style of defense that we need to be 

successful," Teis adds. "He was the best fit for 

Texas State. He wanted to be here more than 
anybody else. That says a lot, when you jump 

into this with both feet, to be on board and 

ready to go, and Danny was ready to go." 

Kaspar says he expects the same from his 
players, who need to be on time to listen and to 

work hard to earn their scholarships.  
"Accountability is going to be a word we're 

going to use a lot around here," he says.  
-Natalie Chandler

10 hillviews SUMMER 2013
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Disability doesn't deter high-stepping student
She may not hear music the same way most 
Father people do, but Cy:ney Liberman never 
m isses abeat.  

And that's important when you're 
dancingwith one of the country's most 
widely renowned dance teams the Texas 
State Strutters.  

Liberman, a20-year- old junior, is 
profoundlydeaf, butwith the use of cochlear 
implants she has overec me her disability and 
can execute steps and Y-g kicks with superb 
precision. The implams provide soundto 
taosewho are profoundlydeaf or severely 
harcofhearing.  

'After observing Cydney's flawless 
audition for Strutters, [was amazed by 
he- abilityto maintain rhythm and stay in 
synchronization with the rest cf the dancers 
inher auditiongroup," recalls Susan Angell
Gonzalez, who directed and choreographed 
the iconic dance troupe last year.  

Liberman received her first cochlear 
implant before she began tie fourth grade.  
Tre second wa s implanted when she was a 
high school sophomore.

"I hadhearingaidsbefoar 'utthere _s a 
big differencewith my cochlearinplants," 
says Liberman, a communication design 
major. "It made it easier for me to keep beat." 

Lberman began dancingwhen she was 
3. A Dallas native, Libernar_ graduated 
from high school in 201), :ne sane year she 
tried out for the Str utters.  

In 2012, she was selectedas aline officer, 
whichmeans she managedup to eight of zer 
teammates. She excels ir the cLassroom, too 
Liber nan is a member of Rho -.ambda, a 
national honor society, and has been on the 
Dean's List each semester. She also has been 
inducted _nto the Council of Scholars in the 
Colle ge of Fine Arts and Communica io r.  

"I amveryluckyto have the familythat 
I have. From the beginnirg they were very 
supportive and always wanredto make sure I 
didn't group too different," Liberman says 
of her parents.  

"Cydney has been ar i spira-ion to 
other students with disabilities," adds 
Angell-Gonzalez. "Cydrney has a special 
aura that radiates from within.'

if you have 
thing you 

to be a part 

So after it." 
'dnev 1,bermn 

As forgiving advice to other students 
wih disabilities, Liberman says: "If youhave 
somethingyouwanttobe apart of, go after it.  
Ifnot,you'llendupfeelingsorryforyourself.  
You'll be amazed at whatyou can do." 

-Kristie Veja

WWW.TXSTATE.EDU hillviews 11
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The St. David's Foundation has donated $2 million to Texas State Univ 

to help establish a Master of Science in Nursing program at the St. Dav 

School of Nursing. Graduates of the program can gain certification as: 

nurse practitioners and help address one of our state's most critical iss 

shortage of primary care providers.  

"This is an important step and a generous gift," says President De.  

M. Trauth. "The St. David's Foundation and Texas State University sh 

common commitmenttoimprovingthehealthandwellbeingofthe p 
who live in Central Texas.As the St. David's School of Nursingwas fou 

to help address the shortage of nurses in Texas, this new Master of Sci 
Nursing program can help us provide healthcare solutions for entire f 

Currently, the national average for the ratio of primary care physi 

100,000 people is 121. Texas has only 95.6 primary care physicians pei 

people, ranking our state 42nd in the nation in that category.Withone 

nation's fastest-growing populations, Texas' demand is orly goingto i 

over the coming years.  

To address that challenge, the MSN program will help prepare hi 

skilled nurse practitioners who can provide a significant level of care t 
patients. The program's emphasis is on primary care and nurses will b 
recruited to practice in underserved areas, which will expand the rea 

primary care providers in rural and urban settings.  

The 21-month, five-semester program will enable registered nur 
advance their skills for certification as a nurse practitioner. The progr 

projected to graduate 38 nurse practitioners per year when fully imply 

- many of whomwill likelybe employed in Central Texas.

The program is 

projected to graduate 
38 nurse practitioners 

per year when fully 
implemented.  

iersity "As healthcare in the United States and around 
id's the globe continues to evolve to provide better access, 
family more affordability and higher levels of patient safety 
ues - a and satisfaction, the role nurses play in the delivery 

of that care likewise continues to evolve," says Dr.  
nise Marla Erbin-Roesemann, director of the nursing 
are a school. "By ensuring our nurses have pathways and 
eople support to continually increase their skills, we make 
.nded nursing an attractive lifetime careerwith plenty of 
ence in advancement opportunities." 
amilies." Dr. Shirley Levenson has been appointed 
cians per director of the MSN program. Before joining Texas 
r100,000 State, Levenson was on the faculty at The University 
of the of Texas at Tyler, where she was graduate instructor 

ncrease in the family nurse practitioner program. Levenson 

opened one of the first nurse practitioner-owned and 
;hly operated clinics in the United States.  
o "St. David's School of Nursing is establishing 
e itself as a leader in educating and preparing graduates 
-h of to excel in professional nursing roles to promote, 

maintain and restore health and wellness and among 
yes to diverse individuals and community," says Dr. Ruth 
am is Welborn, dean of the College of Health Professions.  
melted -KarenDavidson
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Prize-winning author heads to Texas State

"Bianyd oe.  LYgNand9:ntmate, 
Ly N NS-"' New YokTimes 

gut-punch of aN 
debut no 

-Washingon Pout HALFTIME 
[Feontain has? a W 

-New Yoer e L K 
BEN FOUNTAIN

"I think one of the 

most important 

things an MFA 
program can teach 

is clarity of vision 

and the tools for 

understanding and 
-ritical analysis" 

-Ben Fou ntai n

- i 
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The wellspring of writing talent never runs 
dry a- Texas State.  

The internationally recognized MFA 
program in creative writing has long earned 
favorable comparisons to other famed writ
ers' workshcps, and the latest faculty addi
tion cnly enhances that sterling reputation: 
Award-winning author Ben Fountain will 
join the Department of English as the Uni
versiry Endowed Chair in Creative Writing 
from 2014-2016.  

Fountain's most recent novel, Billy 
Lynn's Long Halftime Walk, won the 2013 
National Book Critics' Circle Award for 
fiction, the Flaherty-Dunnan First Novel 
Prize, the PEN New England-Cerulli Award 
for Excellence in Sports Fiction and the 
Jesse H. Jones Award for Fiction.  

T -e novel was also named a top pick by 
Timr, The New York Times, the Washington 
Post, Kirkus Reviews and Publishers Weekly.  
The New York Times bestseller is also cur
rentlybeing adapted into a screenplay by 
Simon Beaufoy, the Oscar-winning screen
writer of Slumdog Millionaire.  

"Ben Fountain is an amazing writer," 
says Tom Grimes, director of Texas State's 
MFA program. "Bigly Lynn's Long Halftime 
Walk has been described as 'tie Catch-22 of 
the Iraq War,' which is great praise. I think

it's one of the best novels published of the 
last decade." 

Fountain's 2006 short story collection, 
BriefEncounters with Che Guevara, was 
a 2007 winner of the PEN New England
Hemingway Award for Fiction, the Barnes 
& Noble Discover Award for Fiction and the 
Whiting Writer's Award.  

"I think one of the most important 
things an MFA program can teach is clarity 
of vision and the tools for understanding 
and critical analysis," Fountain said in a 
2009 interview with Ecotone. "We need 
people who see things for what they are, and 
these MFA students are among the people 
who are trying, just by definition of trying, 
to make themselves writers." 

The lawyer-turned-author hails from 
North Carolina, but has made Dallas his 
home since the 1980s. After studying law at 
Duke University and working as a lawyer for 
several years, Fountain quit his job to raise 
the first of two children and to pursue his 
teenage dream of writing. His appointment 
follows those of Cristina Garcia, whose 1993 
novel, Dreaming in Cuban, was a finalist for 
the National Book Award; and Tim O'Brien, 
whose 1978 novel, Going After Cacciato, won 
the National Book Award.  

-JaymeBlaschke

Ben Fountain

Birthplace: 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Current hometown: 
Dallas, Texas 

Family: 
Wife, Sharon; two children 

Hobbies: 
He cooks and is an avid college 
football fan.  

Books: 
Brief Encounters with Che Guevara; 
Billy Lynn's Long Halftime Walk 

Awards: 
Texas Institute of Letters Short 
Story Award (2002, 2004) 

Pushcart Prize (2004, 2007) 

0. Henry Award (2005,2007) 

Most influential book: 
ABC ofReading by Ezra Pound

WWW.TXSTATE.EDU hiliviews 13
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Can your eyes reveal health problems with 
just a few blinks? Do they show that you are a 
criminal, a fraud, or that you maybe illegally 
in the country? 

It could be, according to recent research, 
that your eyes maybe revealing more about 
you thanyouthink.  

A system developed by Texas 
State computer science professor Oleg 
Komogortsev, and other collaborators, can 
be used to identify a person based on their 
eye movements.  

"Once employed, this technology is going 
to make the United States much more safe, 
especially the borders," Komogortsev says.  

In a nutshell, Komogortsev's research 
examines the exact path eyes take when they 
glance over objects, which he has found are 
characteristically unique to a person, not 
unlike fingerprints.  

Komogortsev says his research involves 
the examination of two traits: the structure of 
the eye and the way the muscles move the eye.  

"From eye movements, we were able to 
extract the properties of the tissues of those 
muscles," he says. "From those two sources 
of information, we were able to identify an 
individual." 

Part of the computer scientist's biometric 
plan is to come up with a mechanism that 
would identify a means of recognizing and/ 
or identifying people when their eyes move in 
front of a computer.  

Sorting out criminals from the general 
population is not the device's only potential.  
There are many other applications for the 
biometric technology, he adds. A biometric is 
a measure of something biological than can 
help identify a person.  

Such a biometric device could be used to 
diagnose mild or traumatic brain injuries, 
Komogortsev says.

"Some doctors already are using the 
device to identify those pathologies so that the 
injuries can be treated earlier," he explains.  

Komogotsevbegan researchingthe 
biometric device soon after he became a 
scientist in 2007. He doesn't do all of the 
research himself. He relies on assistance from 
a number of graduate students, among them, 
Hollard Corey.  

"It's been exciting getting to work 
on new ideas and technologies, and I feel 
like I've learned a lot," Corey says, noting 
his research paved the way for a National 
Science Foundation grant that allowed him 
to conduct more research while he pursues a 
master's degree.  

Corey's role in the research included the 
development and performance evaluation of 
an adaptive eye-gaze-guided user interface 
and other works.  

Student Nadia Dowla also participated in 
the research and discovery of the device.  

"Working with Dr. Komogortsev was 
extremely exciting because he is always 
involved in innovative projects at the 
forefront of the eye-tracking field, often with 
great impact world-wide," Dowla says.  

Komogortsev's research is still in its early 
stages, and it likelywill require years more 
work before it is perfected.  

Meanwhile, his goals are to further 
improve biometric technology and to have 
devices employing his technology used at 
airports. He also is looking for companies who 
are interested in the current device.  

A native of Russia, Komogortsev's interest 
in biometrics began at a young age and 
through his love of computer games.  

"It was along path," he recalls, adding that 
he decided early to study math because he 
wanted to play computer games.  

"I did that so that my parents would buy 
me a computer," he says.  

-Thelma Guerrero-Huston

Cyber Security Facts 

Someone is a victim of a 

cyber crime every 10 seconds 

90% of U.S. companies say 

they've been hacked 

65% of global Internet users 

have been victims of cyber 

crimes 

75 million scam e-mails are 

sent every day 

Predicted to become the 

No. 1 threat to the United 

States
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Preparing for tragedy Active shooter response training at Texas State 
has become the standard for the nation's law 
enforcement community
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It was a Friday morning in December 2012 
that began much like any other day. It was 
routine. Slow, even.  

But then the unspeakable happened.  
Twenty-six people, mostly children, were fa
tally shot at an elementary school in Newtown, 
Connecticut.  

To say that such a horrific tragedy 
can have far-reaching effects is to belabor 
the obvious. In a small office complex in a 
strip center at the corner of Wonder World 
Drive and Hopkins Street in San Marcos, 
the atmosphere that day grew quiet as staff 
members gathered around television sets and 
computer screens.  

"When the initial reports begin to scroll 
across the screen in a situation like that, I 
think we react much like anyone else - we feel 
disbelief, shock and anger. But there is a differ
ent level of empathy here, I think, because of 
what we do," says Diana Hendricks, communi
cations director for Advanced Law Enforce
ment Rapid Response Training (ALERRT) at 
Texas State.  

Most of the other tenants and patrons of 
the strip center probably have little or no idea 
what goes on at the ALERRT center. The strip 
center itself looks like any other. Take the 
sidewalk in one direction and you will pass a 
bakery and a yogurt shop. In the other direc
tion there is a coffee shop, a dry cleaner and a 
liquor store.  

Tucked into the most remote corner 
of the strip center is ALERRT, the national 
headquarters of a multi-million dollar federal

and state grant-funded agency that has trained 
more than 40,000 law enforcement and mili
tary professionals in the latest techniques of 
active shooter response.  

In June, Vice President Joe Biden rec
ognized the ALERRT center as a primary 
training source for active shooter events. That 
recognition came in the context of a progress 
report on gun violence the Obama Administra
tion was directed to produce in the wake of the 
Newtown shootings.  

In short, it is ALERRT's mission to train 
first responders how to effectively and quickly 
deal with shooting events such as those that 
occurred at Columbine High School (1999), 
Virginia Tech (2007) and in Newtown.  

The ALERRT Center was created in 
2002 as a partnership of the Department of 
Criminal Justice at Texas State, the San Mar
cos Police Department and the Hays County 
Sheriff's Office to address the need for active 
shooter response training for first respond
ers. It has received more than $27 million in 
federal and state money in the past 11 years to 
conduct dynamic, force-on-force scenario
based training.  

The ALERRT curriculum, developed after 
the tragedy at Columbine High School, has be
ccme the national standard in active shooter 
response training. The first responders to the 
Fort Hood shootings in November of 2009 
were trained by ALERRT staff, and credited 
their swift and effective response on that day 
to the ALERRT training they had received.  
Beyond ALERRT, there are no programs

current-yproviding this vital training on a 
nationa scale.  

"We r-ope they never have to use the train
ing, but we kn:w that when they walk out of 
the classroom, they will carry with them tools 
that will make them and their communities 
safer. It _s like an insurance policy - you don't 
want t: Use it, but it's good to know it's there," 
says Din Montague, Texas State ALERRT 
director.  

The small office complex in the San Mar
cos strip center maybe home to ALERRT's 
heartbeat. but it is essentially a storefront 
for the sprawling national law enforcement 
training network ALERRT has become over 

11 years.  

"We hope they never 

have to use the training, 

but we know that when 

they walk out of the 

classroom, they will 

carry with them tools 

that will make them and 

their communities safer." 

-Don Montague
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ALERRT has a full-time staff of only 13 
individuals, including Peter Blair, a criminal 
justice professor and ALERRT's director of 
research, who evaluates the overall under
standing of active shooter events and assists in 
improving law enforcement best practices.  

Across town on a rural tract near the San 
Marcos Municipal Airport, ALERRT has a 
training facility that includes two live-fire 
shoot houses, four firing ranges, a breaching 
site, operations offices, a bunk house, a logistics 
and equipment center and 50 acres for rural 
operations training.  

While a considerable amount of training 
takes place at the San Marcos training facility 
(100 FBI tactical agents trained there in Jan
uary, February and March), most ALERRT 
training is delivered on location in the state 
of the contracting police agency. The local 
police agency supplies a training ground 
usually an unoccupied school building - and 
ALERRT trainers travel to that location and 
conduct classes. Funding is from a variety 
of government sources, including the Texas 
Office of the Governor, the federal Bureau of 
Justice Assistance and the VALOR program, 
a U.S. Justice Department initiative aimed at 
preventing violence against law enforcement 
officers. There is no cost to police agencies or 
officers for the training.  

Training is delivered by veteran law 
enforcement SWAT specialists with proven 
experience in active shooter response and 
police training. ALERRT utilizes 120 adjunct 
instructors who contract on a per-class basis, 
as well as 100 FBI tactical instructors who as
sist with classes nationwide.

Through an innovative "train-the-trainer" 
program, ALERRT instructors teach other of
ficers across the nation to teach ALERRT tac
tics to officers in their home states, facilitating 
training for larger numbers of first responders.  

Using that model, the ALERRT curricu
lum has been adopted by numerous states 
and agencies as their standard active shooter 
training. These states include Mississippi, Ala
bama, Oklahoma, Texas, Iowa, Louisiana and 
Virginia. Several other states, including most 
recently Georgia and Maryland, are moving in 
the same direction.  

In addition, the New York City Police 
Department, Miami Police Department, Dallas 
Police Department, Houston Police Depart
ment, San Antonio Police Department and the 
Atlanta Police Department are among the ma
jor cities across the nation that have adopted 
the ALERRT curriculum as their standard, as 
has the FBI.  

That FBI partnership came after the New
town incident and was made at the request of 
officials in the White House.  

It is not unusual to see requests for 
ALERRT training spike following news of an 
active shooting tragedy. Training requests 
following the Newtown tragedy have been un
precedented. Hendricks says she has received 
requests from Maine to Hawaii since the day of 
the school shooting - including Connecticut.  
A recent training session held in New York 
hosted a cadre of officers from along the East 
Coast, including Boston police and Connecti
cut state troopers.  

"Through our train-the-trainer program, 
we will be able to teach them how to teach

"I believe what we do is 

important. It's good to 

come to work knowing 

you have a chance to 

make a difference." 

-Don Montague 

ALERRT principles so that they can distribute 
them throughout their state," Hendricks adds.  

Events such as Newtown are heartbreak
ing for the staff at ALERRT because not all 
such tragedies can be prevented.  

But Hendricks says there are good days as 
well, days when the phone will ring and a police 
chief from a faraway city will thank then for 
the training that helped them avert a tragedy.  

Sometimes an email will arrive frcm an 
officer who says that ALERRT training saved 
his life.  

Or a note from a school resource cfficer in 
New York City who took a first-aid class from 
ALERRT instructors and subsequently saved 
the life of a seriously injured elementary 
school student.  

"I believe what we do is important," Mon
tague says. "It's good to come to work knowing 
you have a chance to make a difference." 

-Mark Hendricks
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Mariachi ensemble has recipe for success

Karen Zavala dove into mariachi music as a 

trumpet player in middle school. But she's made 

her biggest splash in the music genre as a singer 
in college.  

Now, Zavala is the featured singer in 
Texas State's award -winning Mariachi Nueva 
Generacidn, recently having brought home 
the honor as the best mariachi vocalist in the 
nation.  

Zavala, a criminal justice major, says 
winning the competition at the Mariachi Vargas 
Extravaganza was a huge accomplishment. The 
extravaganza is an annual competition held in 
San Antonio that showcases mariachi music 
from all re gions. It is regarded as the largest 
and most prestigious scholastic mariachi 
competition around.  

There are dozens of videos of Zavala online, 
who possesses the F ersona of a female mariachi 
songstress well -she's confident, expressive 
and has a boomingvoice that could rival any 

modern-day pop star.

"I wasn't sure where it was taking me," 
the Laredo native says of her performances as 
a vocalist. "I love entertaining and putting on 
a show." 

She wasn't the only Bobcat to earn an award 
at the extravaganza last December. Nelson 
Ruiz, arising singerfrom Del Rio, tookthird 
place in the individual vocal competition, and 
the mariachi band Zavala and Ruiz perform 
with won first place in the group competition.  
It was the sixth win for the Texas State music 
ensemble at the competition since 2006.  

Mariachi Nueva Generacion formed more 
than a decade ago, and has built its success on a 
combination of quality instruction and strong 
recruitment, says John Lopez, the group's 
director and coordinator of Latin Music Studies 
at Texas State.  

It was that effective recruiting that drew 
Zavala to the program. She was sold on applying 
to Texas State after hearing the university's 
Latin music groups perform at her high school 
during their tour of South Texas schools.

Lopez founded Texas State's award
winning Salsa del Rio ensemble, and with 
his colleague Michelle Quintero, a highly
respected vocal coach, the mariachi group has 
had unmatched success at the university. Since 
joining the Texas State faculty in 2010, Quintero 
has coached two winners of the top vocalist 
award (which draws from contestants at all 
levels) at the extravaganza. Additionally, her 
students have placed six times at the collegiate 
level.  

Zavala herself has had repeated success 
at the San Antonio competition. She was 
runner -up for the top vocalist award in 2011 
and placed third in the same category in 2010.  

The young group's success has been uncanny.  
But getting the mariachi program 

established at Texas State took quite a bit of 
effort, and, fortunately, Lopez was up for it.  
Funding was an initial obstacle.  

"We had our struggles when they formed in 
1997, but once we had the class as a real course, we 
had that consistencywe needed," Lopez recalls.
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At Lopez's urging, the university 
es-ablished its first mariachi course in 2005.  
That year, Mariachi NuevaGeneraci6n placed 
second at the Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza.  
3ch year since then, the Texas State ensemble 

has consistently placed inthe competition.  
The class is now more than twice the size 

of what it was when it startec.. And students 
who earn a music studies degree can now 
take additional courses to receive a mariachi 
teaching certificate.  

Some alumni from the mariachi group 
s-ill perform today and are actively involved 
with mariachi programs at cther levels. Among 
them are Angie Garcia-Campos and Cirilo 
Campos, who were among -he first to compete 
a- the Mariachi Vargas Extravaganza and the 
first to receive mariachi teaching certificates at 
'-exas State.  

Garcia-Campos nowperforms 
professionallywi-h the award-winning 
Mariachi Las Altenas and teaches orchestra at 
Wood Middle School in SanAntonio. She is in

the process of bu-lding a ma riachi program for 
the North East Irndepencert School District.  

Campos is the director of the mariachi 
program at Washington Irv ng Middle 
School in San Antonio. H-s groups twice have 
been awarded first-place honors at Texas 
State's annual Feria del Mariachi scholastic 
competition. He also serve= as music director 
for Mariachi Las Altenas.  

Lopez says like mariachi music, Mariachi 
Nueva Generaci6n has become popular 
with time and with the right spotlight. But 
regardless of its popularity. mariachi music still 
has not reached a point where most schools can 
offer classes.  

In a state tha: is increa-inglybecoming 
more diverse, Lopez hopes to change that.  

"The next level is to have mcre teachers that 
graduated and are certified to teach mariachi in 
public schools," he says.  

-Isadora Vail

Universitylands 
national honor 
society chapter 
One of the nation's oldest and most prestigious 
honor societies now has a chapter at Texas State.  

Phi Kappa Phi, considered the nation's 
most selective collegiate honor society for all 
academic disciplines, will begin inducting new 
members this fall.  

The application for a charter at Texas 
State was approved by the national organiza
tion this spring.  

"This is an endorsement of the academic 
culture at Texas State," says Eugene Bourgeois, 
Texas State's provost and vice president for 
academic affairs.  

Universities approved for a Phi Kappa Phi 
chapter meet a variety of standards including 
a demonstrated reputation of academic excel
lence, a diverse offering of degree programs in 
liberal and applied disciplines, and an exemplary 
commitment to scholarship, among other 
requirements.  

Membership in Phi Kappa Phi is by invita
tion only to the top 7.5 percent of juniors and the 
top 10 percent of seniors and graduate students.  
Faculty, professional staff and alumni who 
have achieved scholarly distinction also can be 
invited into the organization.  

Members are eligible to vie for more than $1 
million in awards, scholarships and grants each 
biennium, and gain access to career assistance 
and professional networking opportunities.  

The chartering of the honor society at 
Texas State also represents an important mile
stone for the university, says Cynthia Opheim, 
associate provost.  

"Texas State has a strategic plan for becom
ing a National Research University, and this 
helps us achieve that," she says.  

The university is among roughly 300 univer
sities in the United States, Puerto Rico and the 
Philippines that now have Phi Kappa Phi chap
ters. Fewer than 8 percent of the nation's 4,000
plus colleges and universities have chapters of 
the elite honor society.  

-MattFlores 
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Habitat plan focuses on protecting San Marcos River

The Edwards Aquifer provides a source of drinking 
water and recreation for almost two million people 
in Central and South Texas, including those at Texas 
State University, home to the headwaters of the San 
Marcos River.  

But the aquifer also is a home for an ecosystem of 
endangered aquatic life.  

So can a balance be struck between using the river 
and protecting it? 

That's a question the federal government has 
asked for decades, and experts at Texas State have 
played a crucial role in providing an answer with the 
Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan.  

Crafted by a regional group of stakeholders 
and approved earlier this year by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the plan balances preservation

Meadows Center for Water and the Environment at 
Texas State and former director of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department.  

A team of water experts studied the amount of 
flow from the springs that was necessary to maintain 
the habitat. They included biology professors from 

"here will be some access areas 
that will go into place to direct 
recreation on the river to the 
)laces where it doesn't destroy the 

; gered species.'
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and conservation efforts with recreation and 

consumption to ensure the protection of endangered 
species in the Comal and San Marcos Springs. At 
the same time, the plan protects the availability of 

drinking water and economic viability of the rivers.  

Directed by the Fish and Wildlife Service and 

mandated by the Texas Legislature, the plan's 
stakeholders include Texas State, the Edwards 
Aquifer Authority and the cities of New Braunfels, San 

Marcos and San Antonio, through the San Antonio 
Water System.  

"When the water goes down because of drought 
or over-pumping, that's when the habitat becomes 

threatened," says Andrew Sansom, director of The

Texas State who contributed to the scientific research 
needed for the project.  

The group's recommendations resulted in two sets 
of protection methods: one to keep the springs flowing 
continuously and the other to restore the areas.  

Voluntary irrigation suspension and municipal 
conservation programs will help, while mitigation 
efforts will protect the habitat.  

Along the San Marcos River, areas will be set aside 
for Texas wild rice - a plant that exists only in that river 
- to grow undisturbed, and sediment will be removed 

that otherwise would prevent the rice from growing 

and would limit recreational use of this water.  
New signs have been placed along the river to 

educate the public about the protection measures, 
which also will include the relocation of exotic plants, 
fish and other species.  

"There will be some access areas that will go into 
place to direct recreation on the river to the places 

where it doesn't destroy the habitat of endangered 
species," explains Nathan Pence, director of the 
Habitat Conservation Plan and a Texas State alumnus.  

He says the university's expertise was an 

important part of developing the plan and provided 
scientific analyses and opinions that can be revisited 
in the years to come.  

"So far everything's been very positive," Sansom 

says. "In the months and years ahead, you'll see 
continued efforts to remove exotic vegetation from 

the river, sediment from the river.  

"People will see some real improvement again and 
again, and it will be beneficial to the species and our 
use of the river," he adds.  

-Natalie Chandler
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Science behind tiny fibers 
may be research gold

It's intriguing that something so small can be 
the foundation for something so big.  

Think microscopic small, as in one
10,000th the diameter of a human hair.  

Now apply that to solar cells or biomedical 
equipment.  

That's the focus of research and commer
cialization efforts that merge business with 

cutting-edge technology, providing unique op
portunities for students and faculty at Texas 

State - as well as bringing jobs to the region.  

Just a few miles south of campus, Texas 

State's 38-acre Science, Technology and 
Advanced Research (STAR) Park opened in 

November 2012.  
It provides space for start-up and estab

lished companies to conduct research that 
will initially focus on the development of new 
or improved materials for use in electronics, 
advanced polymers, semiconductors, clean 
energy applications and medical devices.  

The research park also pairs companies 
with faculty and students in specific fields, 
such as nano-technology. The park's director 
additionally is looking for ways to extend 
marketing opportunities to business students 

to give them real-world experience.  
"The idea was to create a location where 

universities can interact with the private 

sector and research organizations to increase 
the speed at which discoveries are commer
cialized and taken to market," says Stephen 
Frayser, STAR Park's executive director, who 
came to Texas State in November 2012.  

The first phase of the park, named STAR 
One, is nearing capacity with four businesses 
operating in the 20,000 square-foot building.

24 hillviews SUMMER 2013

i 

do-/

r 'f 
7Mr



LrJ

TENANTS INCLUDE: 

Phoenix-based Micropower Global, 
which is developing new semiconductor ma
terials that capture waste heat and convert it 
into electricity.  

National NanoMaterials, a company 
founded in 2010 on research conducted by Dr.  
Gary Beall at Texas State, which is develop
ing comr mercially-viable ways of providing 
graphene (which is essentially one-atom-thick 
carbon used in making graphite) for use by 
researchers and industry.  

Systems and Materials Research Corpo
ration, a contract research company based in 
Aistin, which is working on new materials for 
inexpensive electronic devices.  

And Quantum Materials Corp. which 
recently announced its move from Oklahoma 
tc San Marcos. The company is developing a 
viable method for commercially manufactur
ing tetrapod quantum dots, which are a form of 
nano-materials that can be used in the devel
opment of solar energy cells, LED light panels 
and sensors for biomedical applications.  

The companies' agreements with the 

university give them access to secure wet 
labs, clean space, a conference room and 

office space. They also receive business 
management assistance, connections with 
mentors, access to the research resources 
of the university and a pool of talented stu
de nts and faculty.  

"Our intention is to staff the park with 
interns, and we're actively encouraging 
companies to use our students," Frayser says.  
"Fart of the vision is very much to integrate 
students and faculty with what is going on

"The idea was to create 
a location where univer
sities can interact with 
the private sector and 
research organizations 
to increase the speed at 
which discoveries are 
commercialized and 

taken to market," 
-Stephen Frayser 

here. They can have the opportunity to inter
act and consult with companies here." 

The research park already is proving 
beneficial to all parties, says Mike Gardner, 
MicroPower Global's co-founder arc vice 

president of engineering and opera-ion s.  
His company has hired eight people in 

Texas, including two from Texas State's phys
ics program and interns seeking degrees in 
engineering, technology and physics.  

He said the vision of Texas State for the 
program, its collaborative nature and the 
facility itself attracted h-s company tc the site.  

"It's an incubator for entrepreneurs," 
Gardner says. "We need certain gases and liq
uids and room for heavy expensive ecuipment, 
and we need a place that give s us cooling water, 
nitrogen gases and all that infrastructure."

Gardner, who guest lectures at the univer
sity and teaches a graduate course on techni
cal project management, says the program 
"recognizes the importance of developing a 
win-win relationship." 

"Texas State wants us to invest in their 
program and their students," he says. "I think 
it's a credit to Texas State that they're looking 
at how they can work with industry tc make 
their program stronger." 

Denise Smart, dean of the McCoy College 
:f Business Administration, says she hopes 
the facility can help students broaden their 
experience beyond the classroom, particularly 
those seeking a master's degree in business 
administration.  

"We're hoping to be able to put together 
-eams cf students who would bring knowledge 
of business practice and experience together 
with students developing cutting-edge tech
nologies for commercialization," she says.  

Counselors with the Texas State Small 
3usines s Development Center will be on site 
at STAR Park to provide professional assis
tance to businesses located there, she adds.  

"We all hope that contributes to good 
economic health in the region," Smart says.  
"Certainly STAR Park is going to be helpful to 
us, and we're excited to be able to participate 
in the activities there to have an impact." 

There are plans to expand STAR Park.  
Frayser says other firms have shown interest 
in locating there, and conversations have 
begun about the completion of the current 
building and the addition of 16,000 square feet 
in a second building.  

-Natalie Chandler 
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KAREN DAVIDSON, MATT FLORES, JORDAN GAss-POORE', 
MARK HENDRICKS AND KRISTINA KENNEY

here are many paths to academic success at 
Texas State.  

Even before some incoming students begin 
their freshmen year, there are programs and 
practices in place to help ensure their success as 

Bobcats. These student services take a variety of forms 
and are tailored to fit virtually any student profile.  

And that's important for the Texas of today, as our 
state continues to experience dramatic demographic 
changes. Many more students are coming from households 
facing financial, cultural and academic challenges
and the groups they represent have been historically 
underrepresented in the higher education ranks.  

Universities must be able to address the needs of 
those prospective students.  

At Texas State, there are a myriad of programs 
and initiatives predicated on enriching the academic 
experience and guiding all students toward a successful
and timely-degree.  

These efforts have evolved over the years, perhaps 
reaching a plateau of sorts in 2012, when an array of 
services-counseling, advising, mentoring and academic 
coaching -were all brought under the umbrella of 

the Personalized Academic and Career Exploration 
(or PACE) Center, nowhoused in the Undergraduate 
Academic Center.  

Educators know that different students require 
different levels of academic support; that there are 
different platforms for delivering that support; and that 
there is great value in advising, tutoring and mentoring 
even when it is delivered by student peers.  

There are programs to help high school students who 
are the first in their families to attend college experience 
a smooth transition; there are required one-on-one 
advising sessions to help keep established students on 
track and to identifypotential setbacks before they are 
too difficult to overcome; there are mandatory tutoring 
sessions for student-athletes to help them maintain 
eligibility and to chart a clearer path to graduation; and 
there are practices that inspire students to become more 
engaged in the academic experience, which leads to 
better productivity and outcomes.  

In the next few pages, we'll detail some of the efforts 
that have helped Texas State create an academically 

Act productive environment for its students, who collectively 
account for the state's fifth-highest graduation rate out of 

38 public universities in Texas.
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BRIDGING HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 
As a Lockhart High School freshman, Sarah 
Vasquez knew she wanted to attend college, 
but admits she was "clueless" about the 
application and financial aid process. For her 
part, Baytown high school senior Sally Boulos 
knew she wanted to attend Texas State to 
follow in her older sister's footsteps.  

But it was more than just space and time 
that separated the two high school students 
as they contemplated their college paths.  
Although both demonstrated skills that 
made them candidates for successful college 
careers, different obstacles posed potential 
challenges they might not have been able to 
overcome without assistance.  

Although her father did not attend 
college, Vasquez says he told her itwas 
important to him that she did.  

"None of us knew how to get me into 
college," Vasquez recalls.  

Taking the advice of a high school 
marching band mentor, she applied and was 
accepted to Upward Bound, a federally funded 
Texas State-sponsored higher education 
readiness program that assists low-income, 
first-generation college and disabled students.  

Boulos, whose high school academic 
credentials were admirable but not quite on 
par with others who were admitted to Texas 
State in 2012, was required to take part in a 
five-week summer program called Emerging 
STARS, which helps freshmen prepare for life 
at Texas State.  

Among other things in the Emerging 
STARS program, students are required to 
attend an orientation and advising session, 
and enroll in academic skills and composition 
courses. Program students also are required 
to live in a residence hall to help them 
assimilate with campus culture.  

"I made really good friends through [the 
program], and I wasn't so scared coming into 
my first semester of college," Boulos says. "It 
also taught me a lot about time management." 

The program allows students to get a head 
start on some of their academic credits, too.  
Besides the academic skills course, Boulos 
completed a philosophy course that fulfilled 
one of her degree requirements.  

While Boulos is undecided about her 
degree field, she has an interest in teaching 
and possibly special education. She is 
thankful that she went through the Emerging 
STARS program and chose Texas State 
because it made the transition into her 
freshman year a little easier.  

She was able to meet people, learn her way 
around campus before the first class day of the 
fall semester and feel more comfortable about

life as a college student living away from home 
for the first time.  

"I fell in love with Texas State," Boulos 
says. "It's one of the best choices I've made to go 
through the program and come to school here." 

Vasquez, who graduated from Texas State 
in December 2012, says through Upward 
Bound she gained the academic skills and 
motivation to pursue her dream of becoming 
ajournalist.  

"I don't knowwhere I'd be without 
Upward Bound," Vasquez says.  

Upward Bound focuses on academic 
enrichment for area high school students 
by providing tutoring services, grade 
monitoring, ACT/SAT preparation, college 
campus visits and a six-week summer bridge 
program for graduates that is designed 
to assist students in making a successful 
transition from high school to college. The 
program emphasizes reading comprehension 
and critical thinking skills.  

"Our philosophy is that if our students 
can understand what it is that they're reading 
and they can critically think, they can 
conquer the world," says Keylan Morgan, the 
program's grant director.  

Vasquez says the program made the 
transition to college life easier and was one of 
the reasons why she chose to attend Texas State.  

Another federally sponsored program, 
Rural Talent Search, helps guide low-income 
and first-generation high school and middle 
school students onto a college path.  

The program offers college prep 
workshops, college and career exploration, 
admissions and financial aid assistance, and 
academic success assistance to improve their 
personal development.  

Toni Moreno, Rural Talent Search grant 
director, says that program serves a total of 
640 students per academic year at Seguin 
High School, San Marcos High School and 
Goodnight Middle School.  

"We focus on information dissemination 
- we serve the masses," says Moreno, herself a 
Texas State alumnus.  

MAINTAINING STUDENT FOCUS 
Among the steepest challenges students face 
after they are admitted is staying on track and 
focused, particularly during their freshmen 
year. Retention rates are lowest following a 
student's first year.  

Texas State's PACE Center provides 
intensive one-on-one interaction between 
students and academic advisors-the kind 
most frequently seen at smaller private 
colleges, says Dann Brown, dean of the 
University College and PACE Center director.

That close interaction keeps students 
and their advisors more sharplyfocused 
on academic output and career goals. It's 
a critical part of the collegiate experience 
because it can hasten time to graduation, 
which prevents students from incurring 
additional college costs and brings them 
closer to a career choice.  

But it's not just through that program that 
students can get support.  

Student Support Services, another 
federally funded program, offers tutoring in 
general core curriculum courses; academic, 
financial and personal counseling; skill 
building seminars and workshops; financial 
aid advising and assistance; a calculator loan 
program; cultural and leadership enrichment 
activities; and special multimedia and 
resource libraries.  

Each academic year, Student Support 
Services serves 200 students, such as Darius 
Jones, a communication studies major who 
remembers creating Spanish and biology 
flashcards and exam reviews with his tutor.  

The program not only helps students 
who may need academic support, it gives 
student tutors and mentors awindow into 
other possible career opportunities, such as 
teaching or counseling.  

Biology junior Hanah Gibson applied 
what she had learned in her major as a Student 
Support Services tutor for ayear.  

The experience provided Gibson with 
the opportunity to help eight fellow students 
succeed academically, which contributed 
to the more than 1,200 hours of tutoring 
the program provided during the 2010-2011 
academic year.  

"Everything we do is for the purpose of 
helping our students stay in school until they 
graduate," says Cheryl Lee, Student Support 
Services grant director, who joined the 
program in 2004.  

And the programs collectively are having 
an impact on student success.  

As evidence, Texas State's Hispanic and 
AfricanAmerican retention rate is almost the 
same as that of non-minority students, which 
is more typical at Ivy League institutions.  

Sherri Benn, assistant vice president 
of multicultural affairs, says the programs 
aimed at minority student success certainly 
have been a factor. She credits that 
achievement to the university's commitment 
to closing the state's educational gaps 
between minority and white students.  

"The whole point of (some of these 
programs) is to create or to facilitate a college
going culture for multiple generations of 
students," says Benn.
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"I MADE REALLY GOOD 

FRIENDS THROUGH 
[THE PROGRAM], AND 
WASN'T SO SCARED 
COMING INTO MY FIRST 
SEMESTER OF COLLEGE."

SallyBoulos, emerging star
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SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS 
Since 2006, Texas State has nearly tripled the number of merit-based 

scholarships it awards to high-achieving students (a major goal of the Pride 

in Action capital campaign was to double the number by 2014). Here are some 

examples of the recipients who have benefitted from those scholarships.  

MEAGAN BENAVIDE
Aiming to become a high school Algebra teacher, Meagan 
Benavides came to Texas State from League City to study 

math. "Algebra I is the founding block of all higher-level math 
courses ... if you do not truly comprehend Algebra I, you will 

continue to struggle," Benavides says.  
Benavides has made the Dean's List in each of her semes

ters at Texas State. She is a member of the Loud Crowd spirit 
group and was a member of Alpha Lambda Delta, a national 

honor society for freshmen. "These scholarships have al
lowed me the opportunity to further my education without 
the added stress of financial means to fund my degree. I've 
been allowed to fully focus on my studies," adds Benavides, 

who received the CJ Red Davidson Scholarship.  
"I have the ability to follow my dream of impacting young 
secondary students by deepening their understanding of 

basic mathematics concepts," she says.
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The first in her family to study in the United States, Darja Tomanovic 
knew that adjusting to a new culture in a completely different country 
would be challenging. "One thing that is hard for me right now is that 
all of my family and close friends are in Serbia," Tomanovic says.  

A jazz studies major from Belgrade, Serbia, Tomanovic made the 
Dean's List and earned a 4.0 in her first year at Texas State. She plans 
to earn a graduate degree before pursuing her dream of traveling the 
world and performing full time with different people while learning 
about their culture and the music they play.  

"I know how much I have learned by leaving my hometown, get
ting to know another culture, a different education system and way of 
life, different music. Essentially, despite all our cultural and national 
differences, we are all the same," Tomanovic says. "And music is a lan
guage we all understand, perhaps the one we communicate in best, the 
one that touches the deepest strings in our hearts no matter whether 
we live in Belgrade, San Marcos or Bangkok."

For Tyler Sterlirg, attending Texas State is a family affair.  
He and his two older brothers attend Texas State. A manu
facturing engineering major, Sterling achieved a 4.0 and 
made the Dean's List in his first year.  

"I've always been inclined toward working with my 
hands anc building things, which is why I chose my major 
in the first place," Sterling says. "What I hope to be doing in 
20 or 30 years is that which I have always done: tinkering 
on doo-dads-just hopefully on a much grander scale." 

Sterling was salutatorian at Florence High School, 
just north of Austin. Here, he was awarded the Ingram 
Engineering Scholarship. "Fortunately, I have not had to 
overcome any difficulties to get where I am today. All I can 
do is make the best use out of everything that has been 
given to me and take nothing for granted," Sterling says.
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hether in the lab or in the 
classroom, undergraduates at 
Texas State reap the rewards 
of inquiry-based learning, 
or research. While research 

projects widely range in scope and discipline, 
the process has a unilateral effect: engaged 
intellectual curiosity, critical-thinking and 
problem-solving skills, enhanced creativity 
and intellectual independence.  

It makes for a more meaningful 

learning experience and leads to greater 
academic success.  

That's certainly the case forAdam 

Contreras, a biochemistry major, a member 
of Texas State's Houston-Louis Stokes 
Alliance for Minority Participation Scholars 

Program (H-LSAMP).  
For the past two years, Contreras 

has been a research assistant in Texas 
State's Xiphophorus Genetic Stock Center 
(XGSC), where Ronald B. Walter, who holds 
an endowed chair in the Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry, heads the 
Molecular Biosciences Research Group.  

Home to 26 species of fish that are bred 
specifically to have traceable genetic patterns, 
the XGSC offers an unparalleled resource for 
scientific research into complex human health 
problems, such as cancer and other diseases.  

Contreras' research focuses on stress, 
specifically its impact on gene expression at 
the molecular level by investigating cortisol in 
Xiphophorus fish.  

"The opportunity to workwith Dr. Walter 
in the Xiphophorus Genetic Stock Center 
has been an incrediblyvaluable experience," 
Contreras says. "I'll be able to take the data 
ofmyexperiments and relate it back to the

710

more physiological causes of stress. Imagine 
if we were able to identify the genetic causes of 
stress disorders in a specific person. We could 
then develop medical applications that were 
personalized to a specific individual's need." 

Last summer, Contreras was selected 
for a National Science Foundation research 
internship at the University of Oregon, where 
he worked with a post-doctoral student 

from France investigating microRNA and 
craniofacial development in zebrafish. "I was 
expected to think independently," he says. "I 
was not guided by hand. I was asked 'What is 
happening?' And I was expected to back up my 
answer with an argument and justification." 

Contreras credits his opportunities at 
Texas State with preparing him to succeed 
in a real-world lab environment. "You need 

guided research experiences," he says. "You 
need to work with faculty members who 
can train you to learn the process, learn to 
think independently and run an experiment.  
Without that guidance there wouldn't be 
initiative and structure." 

Following the internship, Contreras was 
invited to present his findings at the Annual 
Biomedical Research Conference. He was one 
of 25 students at the conference who received 
awards for their developmental biology and 
genetics research.  

As for future research, Contreras says he 
is looking forward to graduate school. "I'm 
interested in medical-related sciences and 
enjoyusing advanced technology," he says.  

"Biochemistry is essentiallythe chemistry 
that's going on in all living things, and there's a 
lot to explore."
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lixScarborough says she has long had a geographical perspective on the world, so it's not 
surprising she chose Texas State when she was deciding on a college. "The Geography 
Department at Texas State is one of the best in the nation," she says. "And they offer a 
degree in urban and regional planning which is exactlywhere my interests lie." 

Scarborough currently works as a planning intern at the City of San Marcos, where she 

assists city planners in variety of capacities on a comprehensive master plan that will guide 
growth and development over the next 20 years. Focus areas of the master plan include land 
use and transportation, environment and resource protection, neighborhoods and housing, 
parks and facilities and economic development.  

The real-world work experience is invaluable on her resume and the research she's 
conducting on the job will serve as the basis of her Honors College thesis.  

"I'm researching the effectiveness of public participation in the planning process," she says, 
"and using the comprehensive planning process of San Marcos as a case study." 

For more than 40 years, honors students have benefited from interdisciplinary classes 
in subjects that bring students andfacultytogetherfrom diverse disciplinarybackgrounds.  
Students enrolled in honors thesis courses have the opportunityto develop an independent 
research project, and work with a faculty member who guides them through the process of 
selecting, researching, writing and presenting a scholarly work. The creation of the Honors 
College in 2011 should extend these opportunities to even more students.  

Last year, the City of San Marcos held aweeklong event called the Design Rodeo that 
created growth scenario alternatives to the city's current development trends. These 
scenarios considered the impact on areas ranging from the protection of natural resources 
and water quality to job creation. The event offered a forum for public input on each scenario.  
Scarborough designed and conducted a participant survey during the event that serves as the 
basis for her thesis.  

Scarborough plans to present the results of her findings to the City of San Marcos Planning 
and Zoning Commission. She also hopes to see her thesis published in Planning, a monthly 
journal by the American Planning Association that chronicles how innovative planning 
programs and techniques are reshaping our nation's communities.  

"I hope my research will make a difference," she says, "and help define how public 
participation is considered in planning projects in the future."
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ead football coach Dennis Franchione 
announced earlier this year that he recruited 
what amounts to the most impressive recruiting 
class inthe historyof the football program.  

"This is the first year we have been a true 

(Football Bowl Subdivision) presence and the 
first yearwe have been able to recruit to our 
stadium," Franchione says.  

Twenty-three prospective Bobcats 
signedtheirnames thisyeartonationalletters of intent 
to attend Texas State, and those players were stars from 
winning high school programs and proven transfers from 
other colleges. They are the kind of players Franchione is 
looking for as he builds for the future.  

While visions of a new stadium packed with spirited 
fans no doubt can sway a promising recruit, the added 
promise of academic success can virtually cinch a 
signature on a letter of intent in football or any other 
intercollegiate sport.  

And for Texas State athletics, the infrastructure for 
academic success already is in place.  

It is what has helped Texas State student-athletes 
collectively achieve the highest graduation success 
rate (GSR) average (72 percent) over the last five years 
among Texas Division I public institutions that have 
football programs.  

"We are extremely proud of our student-athletes for 
whattheyaccomplishonthefield,butmost important, in 
the classroom," says Director of Athletics Larry Teis.  

At the heart of Texas State's effort to ensure 
academic success among its athletes is the Athletic 
Academic Center, orAAC. The staff focuses on supplying 
student-athletes with a positive academic experience, 
preparing them for life after sports and providing 
academic support programs.  

More than 400 scholarship and walk-on student
athletes benefit from the center each year.  

Student-athletes are assigned an academic contact, 
with whom they must meet for six to eight hours each week.  

"Theytalk about test grades, go over the week's 
assignments, take note of tutoring needs," explains 
Laurie Hindson, the AAC director. "Our student-athletes 
are held to a higher standard than other students. They 
have certainbenchmarks theyhave to make." 

The results are very encouraging. RecentAAC 
reports show student-athlete graduation rates are higher 
than that of the rest of the student body. The cumulative 
grade point average for student-athletes is 2.82. Student
athletes consistently earn All Conference academic 
recognition, too.



In a span of four years, the Bobcat Club-the 
primary fundraising arm of Texas State 
athletics-has tripled its membership and 
quadrupled its annual donations.  

While the club still has some lofty goals to 
boost membership and donations, it is moving 
in a positive trajectory.  

"We've done some positive things to 
change the culture of giving at Texas State, but 
for us to be successful in all of our sports we 
need to continue to build on the momentum 
we started four years ago," says Travis Comer, 
associate athletic director for development.  

Comer says Texas State's rise to the Foot
ball Bowl Subdivision in 2012 helped generate 
stronger buzz among fans and the Bobcat com
munity, which spurred activity and pushed 
donations ($924,000) and membership (1,202) 
to new highs.  

Texas State Athletics has increased its 
development staff and organized more donor
related statewide events and luncheons to 
engage and reconnect with Bobcat alumni 
and fans.  

Comer says the ultimate goal is to raise 
enough money to fund the $4.8 million annual 
scholarship budget to cover the costs of the 
university's 410 student-athletes.  

ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP P HGF1.  
AT TEXAS STAT 
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Members c- the 2013 National Collegiate Sales Competition champiorsrip team are (from left to right): Monica Zerwas, Greg Souquette, 

Amy Parker, (director) Vicki West, Mykayla Goodwin, Carolina Espinoza and Logan Matson.

40 hillviewS SUMMER 2013

Rai, ! 

k.  

AIL

lw 
F 

e

V r" 
"



Student Centered

PATH TO SUCCESS

- NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT 
SHINES OFTEN ON 
BUSINESS TEAMS

hen it comes to tournaments, Texas 
State business students don't just 
beat their competitors, they domi
nate them.  

That certainly was the case in the spring, 
when the sales team from the McCoy College 
of Business Administration swept the gradu
ate and undergraduate divisions in the 2013 
National Collegiate Sales Competition in 
Kennesaw, Georgia.  

The competition is the largest among 
colleges in a test of live role-play, one-on
one sales calls. In all, about 150 students 
representing 67 colleges and universities 
participated in the latest contest.  

The sweep capped a decade's worth of 
success for the team, which won the graduate 
division competition in 2009, 2010 and 2011; 
took second place in 2012; and placed among 
the final four in the undergraduate division in 
2011 and 2012.  

Additionally, Texas State sales teams fin
ished overall in the top 10 at the competition 
each year from 2003 to 2009.  

The sales team isn't the only McCoy 
College team that's experienced repeated 
success at business-themed competitions 
over the years.  

Teams that have competed in the 
American Marketing Association's (AMA) 
International Collegiate Conference and the 
American Advertising Federation's National 
Student Advertising Competition (NSAC) 
have built strong reputations on their peren
nial success.  

In each of the past nine years, the market
ing team has finished in the top 16 out of a

typical field of 175 teams at the national level, 
and was recognized as a "gold chapter" in each 
of the past four years. In six of the past seven 
years, the team was a finalist at the Interna
tional AMA Case Competition.  

"We have exceptional, motivated students 
who are truly driven," says Gail Zank, the 
marketing team's faculty advisor. "And once 
you have success, it breeds more success." 

The AAF Student Competition Team 
draws on students from marketing, adver
tising, communication design and public 
relations disciplines and began building its 
reputation in 1990, when it won its first na
tional championship. Since then, the ad team 
won another national championship in 2005, 
finished in second place twice, took third 
place four times, and had a single fourth
place finish.  

"I'm so proud of our AAF teams," says 
MaryAnn Stutts, the team's faculty co-advi
sor. "Whenever we present in a competition, 
the other teams watch us-and it is standing 
room only." 

Texas State's success in the sales competi
tions hasn't escaped the attention of several 
Fortune 500 companies, whose representa
tives often serve as judges in the national sales 
contest.  

"Everyone wins here," says Vicki West, 
director of the Center for Professional Sales in 
the McCoy College's marketing department.  
"Students learn how to give a top perfor
mance; companies get to recruit valuable 
employees; and these awards bring a higher 
profile to the university."
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Alufini c ent Award

he Alumni Achievement Award honors Texas State graduates who are distinguished and prominent in 
their chosen business, profession or life work on a local, state or national level. Recipients are civically 
engaged, possess outstanding stature and ability and have demonstrated extraordinary integrity and 
leadership, among other traits. Additionally, their contributions have set high standards for which 
faculty, staff, students and alumni of Texas State can take pride. Since 1993, 72 alumni achievement 
awards have been given by the Alumni Association, and the accomplishments of the honorees have 
helped inspire the entire university community.
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GLORIA CAMPOS BROWN, 76, 
BA MASS COMMUNICATION 
Gloria Ca mpc s Brown launched her television 
journalism career in her native Rio Grande 
Valley, and currently co-anchors the prime
time newscast for Dallas/Fort Worth-based 
WFAA-TV, the top-rated TV news station in 
the state's largest media market. She became 
the station's first Hispanic anchor in 1984, 
and her longevity is virtually unmatched by 
her contemporaries in Texas media.  

Brown's charitable interests include 
efucaticr, women, family issues and 
children. She has used her high profile to 
help promote many worthy causes and since 
99 has been producing the awaru-winning 

feature "Wednesday's Child," wh-ch focuses 
oc children who are up for adoption or in need 
of foster parents. Her reporting on that topic 
helped create :he Wednesday's Child Benefit 
Corpc-razion, of which she is an hornorary 
trustee. Her reports have led to numerous 
childplace ments and have helped raise aware
ness on issues related to child welfare.  

An honors graduate in the journalism se
qcrence, Brown worked on the University Star 
staff as a student. She was a member of the 
honors student association, Phi Alpha Theta 
(Naticnal History Honor Society) and Alpha 
Epsilon Rio (National Broadcastirg Society).  
Later in her career. Brown established the 
Gloria Campos Endowed Scholarszip in Mass 
Communication. A multi-award winning 
anchor, she was inducted into the National 
Assceiatic n of Hispanic Journalists' Hall of 
Fame in 2010.

TONY HALE '94, BBA ACCOUNTING, 
MBA BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Tony Hale is the president ard CEO of Texell 
Credit Union, which is headquartered in 
Temple. Since Hale became CEO in 2008, the 
company consistently has achieved 15 percent 
annual asset growth and has sustained strong 
annual loan growth. Under Hale's leadership, 
the company opened two branches in 2010 
and another two in 2012. Prior to taking the 
top spot at Texell, he served as chief operating 
officer for Associated Credut Union of Texas, 
which serves the Houston area.  

He has continued his development as a 
leader in his community and in his profession.  
Hale serves as a secretary on the board of di
rectors for Aware Central Texas, a non-profit 
agency formed to prevent child abuse. He 
also is a commercial pilot and flight instruc
tor, with experience in corporate aviation.  
Hale has returned to Texas State several 
times to serve as a guest speaker in the Mc
Coy College of Business Administration's 
entrepreneurship classes.  

As a Texas State student, Hale worked 
for the Residence Life Office and served in 
various roles, including resident assistant, 
marketing staff assistan: anc graduate as
sistant for Facilities Management. He also 
served as a senator in the Associated Student 
Government and was a member of the 
University Parking Committee as well as the 
student representative on the Police Chief 
Search Committee.

CARRIE HURT, '87, BA MASS 
COMMUNICATIONS 
Carrie Hur- has been president and CEO of 
the Better Business Bureau serving Central, 
Coastal, Southwest and the Permian Basin 
regions of Texas since 2003. She also :ur
rently serves as interim president and CEO 
of the Council of Better Business Bureaus.  
The international council represents 114 
Better Business Bureaus across North 
America, nearly 400,000 locally accredited 
businesses ar-d more than 200 national part
ner organizations.  

As the Council CEO, she led the national 
organization in its centennial celebration 
and was named the international BBB Meri
torious Award winner in 2012. Hurt also 
serves on te national boards of the Adver
tising Self-Regulation Council (ASRC), the 
BBB Wise Giving Allowance (BBB WGA) and 
the BBB Institute for Marketplace Trust.  

Hurt launched a career in broadcast 

journalism a:KHOU-TV in Houston. She 
later moved to Beaumont and began report
ing and anchoring for KJAC-TV. Hurt later 
began working with the Better Business 
Bureau in Beaumont. There, her news 
releases, investigations and public relations 
programs won numerous awards. She later 
joined the Austin BBB team in 1995 as com
munications director and was namedvice 
president tree years later. While attending 
Texas State, Hurt performed with the famed 
Strutters dnarce team and was a member of 
Chi Omega.
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i Emily Neves'12 
Houston, is in her fourth season as 

an actor at the TonyAward-winning 
Alley Theatre. She has been cast in 

Clybourne Park and the stage 
version ofA Few GoodMen.  

Spencer Koch'12 
Austin, is now an accountant in the 

Financial Management Division of 

the General Land Office.  

Maira Garcia'09 
New York, became aweb 
producer at The New York Times.  

Lindsey Wheeler'09 
San Antonio, is now store 

director of one of Target's 
superstores.  

Matthew Synatschk '07 

Georgetown, is now the historic 

preservation officer for the city.  

Mitch McBain'07 
Cypress, member of the musical 
duo Rosehill, which released its 

second studio album, Crooked 

Thoughts.  

Total Frat Move 
Austin, Ryan Young'06 and 
Madison Wickham'07, 
co-founders of Grandex Inc., the 
companywhich owns the website 

TotalFratMove.com, a 
compendium of comments and 

anecdotes about university 
fraternities, released the work of 

fiction, Total Frat Move. The 
book was written by W. Ross 
Bolen'10 and appeared on the 

New York Times Best-Sellers List 
for two consecutive weeks.

] Sandra Dahdah '03 
Austin, completed fifth year of 

photographingFashionWeekin 
New York City.  

o Danny Lutman '02 
Los Angeles, a graduate of the 
Groundlings, the Second City 
Hollywood, and the Upright 
Citizens Brigade theatres. He is a 

staff writer for The Mystery 
Hour- Springfield, Missouri's 

only late-night talk show and is 

also one-third of the sketch 

group, Tricycle Kids.  

Stephanie Reyes'00 
San Marcos, was promoted to 

assistant director of human 
resources for the City of San Marcos.  

Deb Cunningham '00 
San Angelo, has been appointed 
to atenure-track faculty position 

at Angelo State University in 
the Department of English and 

Modern Language.  

Veronica Beyer'99 
Austin, is now the media 
relations director at the Texas 

Department of Transportation 
(TxDOT).  

Hope Marie Jean Herrington 
'98 &'12 
San Marcos, is now grant 

coordinator and a college 
success coach at Student 

Support Services at Texas 
State University. The program 
supports first-generation and 

low-income students, as well as 

students with disabilities.

Edmundo Castaneda'98 
Sacramento, Calif., is now 
president at Mercy General 

Hospital.  

Christopher R. Hinger '96 
Summit, N.J., was recognized as 
a current and future securities 
leader as a winner of the "20 under 
40" for Security Director News.  
Hinger is senior director of asset 
protection for Ralph Lauren.  

Scott Moore'94 

Poteet, became the new city 
administrator for the City ofPoteet.  

David A. Buttross II '93 

Austin, has authored his first 

book, Long-Term Greedy, 
in which he details a path to 
fortune through his real estate 
experiences.  

Kay Stroman '89 
Austin, is the vice president of 
human resources for Silvercar, a 
new premium online car rental 
business.  

Catherine Morrison-Stokely'88 
SanAntonio, has been appointed 

to the board of directors forAlamo 
Area Partners for Animal Welfare.  

JamesM. Rankin'86 
Galveston, was elected Governor 
of South Texas Optimist District, 
which covers areas from Corpus 
Christi to Waco encompassing 

San Antonio, Austin and Houston.
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Peter Bennis'84 
Austin, was elected to the 
Independent Bankers 
Association of Texas Board 
of Directors.  

Trey Hughes'81 
Friendswood, is a supervisor 
with the non-profit organization, 
ReVision. Hughes is a 
psychotherapist and licensed 

professional counselor 
specializing in adolescents.  

Roger Cox'80 
Amarillo, has been named an 

Oklahoma State University 
Spears School of Business 
Distinguished Lecturer. Cox 

also is a shareholder in the 

Underwood Law Firm's Amarillo 
office and was recently listed in 
Best Lawyers in America 2012.  

Desmond Milvenan'80 

Austin, was awarded 2013 Elite 
25 of Austin as well as the 2013 
Platinum 50 award, both in real 
estate.  

Robert Mooney'69 
San Antonio, was honored 
with the Texas Historical 

Commission's Texas Treasure 
Business Award 2012 for the 
Mooney Galleries' 65 years of 
business in support of the Texas 
arts community.  

For more Class Notes, see 
txstatealumni.org/ClassNotes.



Fighting for Life 
She experienced a hardscrabble life ofher own, but after propping up herself, lawyer 
Diana Holt seeks redressfor condemned inmates.

eight years later; by this time, she was married 
to her second husband, an abusive man.  
Angry that she was leaving the marriage, 
he put agun to her stomach and pulled the 
trigger. She was saved only bythe fact that the 
gun jammed. Her husband was arrested but 
prosecutors dropped his case because it was 
her word against his. That was the turning 
point, the moment when Holt resolved to 
pursue a career in law.  

She started at community college and 
then transferred to Texas State in 1988.  
She majored in English, soaked up as much 
knowledge as possible and built confidence in 
the process.  

"I had always felt like 'I am not worthy to 
be here,"' she says of her college experience.  

"(Yet) every single one of my professors talked 
to me like I was one of their equals.

Death-penalty attorney Diana Holt possesses a perseverance that 
helped change the course of her 
life andthat she now channels into 

saving the lives of others.  
It's a determination that helped steer the 

1992 Texas State University graduate from 
a prison in Louisiana, where she served just 
under two years't ime as ayoung adult, to a 
successful law career and a reputation as an 
indefatigable fact-digger.  

"I just swim in it. I love it," the 54-year
old Holt says of her job.  

She was honored this year as a Distinguished 
Alumnus for Texas State's College of Liberal 
Arts. Holt also is amongNewsweek's 2012 list of 
150 Fearless Women, best known for her dogged 
work in helping to free from prison Edward Lee 
ELnore - Holt spent nearly 19 years on the case 
who served many of his 31 years on death row in 
South Carolina.  

The Elmore case is the subject of a 2012 
book by Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist 
Raymond Bonner titledAnatomy oflnjustice: 
A Murder Case Gone Wrong.  

There was a time when this kind of success 
seemed inconceivable to Holt, when she 
couldn't fathom that she would ever achieve 
her 6th-grade dream of becoming a lawyer.  

"Under the age of 18, I couldn't own that 
possibility," she says during a phone interview

I interact with my clients in a way that 
no one else without my background can."

.'lfu llAl

from South Carolina, home base for her work 
in defending individuals accused of c-imes 
that could put them on death row.  

"I was told I was an idiot and stupid and 
couldn't find my way home from school." 

The emotional abuse, as well as sexuJ 
abuse, came from her stepfather, the latte r 
beginning at a young age. She suspects her 
mother knew what was going on, but that she 
did nothing to stop it.  

Bonner details Holt's early-life experiences 
in his book and in a 2012 article in TheAdantic.  
She ran away from home to New Orleans with 
"an unsavory set of new friends" at age 17 and 
got caught up in a robbery there that landed 
her in prison, where she "mature d, got off 
drugs, and learned a lot. She realized how lose 
she had come to going over the edge," Bc nrer 
writes in TheAtlantic article.  

Holt says her time in prison gives her an 
advantage in connecting with her clients.  

"I interact with my clients in away:ba. no 
one else without mybackground can," she says.  

Another life-changing experience came

"I gained so much confidence there that I 
had been lacking." 

Holt did well at Texas State, despite 
juggling college and raising her three sons 
with her third husband. She graduated 
summa cum laude and was admitted to The 
University of Texas at Austin law school.  
Another confidence-building milestone 
came when she landed an internship at the 
Texas Death Penalty Education and Resource 
Center in Austin during the summer after her 
first year of law school.  

In her second year of law school, she took 
a job at the South Carolina Death Penalty 
Resource & Defense Center, where she was 
assigned the Elmore case.  

These days, Holt has no shortage of work.  
Alist of active death-penalty cases keeps her 
busy digging for life-saving facts.  

"The harder I work and the harder I look 
and the harder I dig, the more I find," Holt 
says. "She who holds the facts holds 
the outcomes." 

-Michelle Jimenez 
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Retired professor's passion for forensics 
prompts gift for anthropology research
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e taught computer science for 

nearly 30 years then became a 

student of anthropology for the next 13, but 
regardless of how long he's been associated 

wit-i Texas State, Grady Early's impact on 

the university will always be felt.  
This spring. Early made a planned gift 

to t -e university that will support researc-z 

efforts in forensic anthropology for genera

tions to come.  
The gift includes approximately 102 

acres of Hill Country land not far from the 

university, as we-l as cash from his estate.  

Departnen- of Anthropology Chairman 
Elizabeth Erhart says the gift will be trans
formational.  

"It will help :he department provide the 

highest quality education for students wit TI 

a research focus in forensic anthropology 

and will distinguish our department from 

cther departments at U.S. universities that 

conduct research in forensic anthropology," 
Erhar: says.  

Among other things, the gift will be used 

to recruit top students, support laboratories

with state-of-the-art -echnology and conduct 

experimental research -n an outdoor labora

tory setting.  
Land frcm the gift will be used by Texas 

State's Forensic Anthropology Program and 
the Department of Anthropology fcr educa

tion and research.  
-This will help us produce graduate 

forensic anthropology students who will be 

employed in academic and non-academic set

tings," Erhart adds.  

[t also positions the department to de

velop a first-rate doctoral prc grarni _n applied 

anthropology.  
The gift makes Early the university's 

"heroes,' those who have given $1 million or 

more to -he university.  

Early, who taught mathematics and com

puter science at Texas State from 1971 until 
2001. became an impassioned student of 

arthrop ology at a time in his life when many 

others are contemplating retirement.  
But education always has 5een a part of 

Early's life.  
After graduating fom high school in

1962, he enrolled at what is now the Univer
sity of Texas at Arlington, where he received 

a bachelor's degree in mathematics in 1965.  

He then wen- on to Texas A&M University, 
where he earn- d a master's degree and a 
doctorate _n statistics.  

Shortly thereafter, he joined the Texas 

State faculty and embarked on a three-de
cades-long teaching career.  

But teaching and learning were still in 

his blood after retirement.  
By the fall of 2000, he had an itch to 

get back in the classroom, but this time as a 

student, not a professor. So he signed up "for 

a course or two" at Texas State.  

He decided to explore new academic 
directions.  

One of the courses he signed up for was 

an introduction to cultural anthropology, 
taught by Erhart.  

"I guess you could say this is all Beth Er

hart's fault," Early says with a smile. "She was 

just fantastic. L remember sitting in that first 
class and thinking,'This is really cool!"' 

But if -Erart was the first to stoke the
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fire of Early's interest in anthropology, there 
were other professors along the way who 
fanned the flames.  

He took courses in primate behavior and 
then in forensic anthropology from former 
Texas State faculty members David Glass
man and Jerry Melbye.  

"That really cemented my interest in 
forensic anthropology," Early recalls.  

He since has taken virtually every course 
in forensic anthropology that is offered.  

Early has made previous donations to 
the Forensic Anthropology Program at Texas 
State, and the Forensic Anthropology Re
search Laboratory on campus bears his name.  

But the prime Texas Hill Country real 
estate that comprises his most recent contri
bution represents both a significant donation 
and also labor of love.  

"It will help the 
department 
provide the highest 
quality education 
for students 

with a research 
focus in forensic 

anthropology." 
-Elizabeth Erhart 

Since his retirement, Early has spent 
several hours of almost every day working by 
hand to beautify his land.  

"It is primarily cleared countryside and 
is a beautiful piece of land. Essentially, what 
I have been doing over the years is gradu
ally removing the stuff that doesn't look 
like a park. This will be a convenient place 

for graduate students to be able to do their 
research," he says.  

Erhart admits that Early's love for an
thropology followed a rather circuitous route, 
but adds she is grateful he followed his heart.  

"While Dr. Early's first academic love 
was computer science, after his retirement 
he came to anthropology with an insatiable 
curiosity and love for learning. He was 
inquisitive and thoughtful in his anthropo
logical studies, and he continues to invest in 
anthropology with his mind, his heart and 
his generosity," Erhart says.  

-Mark Hendricks

A pitch for West 

Just as many of his hometown brethren did, Gar-ett Mattlage carried a heavy 
heart following a fire and explosion at a fertilizer plant that killed 15 people in 
the small Texas town of West on April 17.  

The sophomore shortstop on the Bobcat baseball team was even more 
devastated when he learned that his bes t friend's dad, Kenny Harris- a fire 
captain in Dallas and a volunteer firefighter in West-was among the first 

responders who lost their lives in the incident.  
The blast injured about 200 others, leveled scores of homes and buildings, 

and pierced the heart of the tight-knit community of about 2,800.  
In a filing tribute to honor lives lost, Kenny s son, Heath, was invited to 

throw out the first pitch in a game against 'exas A&M at Bobcat Ballpark six
days later.  

During an emotional pre
game ceremony, -he younger 
Harris delivered a perfect 
strike to his childhood friend.  
Looking on was a mix of 
fellow Bobcats from West, 
San Marcos firefighters and 
Mattlage's teammate 3, who 
had lined up neatly near the 
pitcher's mound.  

In between innings,

hit nie n the hea rt.  
Improud tobe from 
est; proudto be a 

BobCat; and proud t be 

Hieth's friend." 

-Garret Mattlage

fellow West natives Brooke Kee-, an outfielder or the Texas State softball 
team, and Madison Wolf, a member of the Texas State Diamond Sweethearts, 
appeared in brief messages on the ballpark's video board encouraging fans to 
donate to the National Fallen Firefighters Foundation.  

"This means the world to me ... my dad loved baseball," says Harris, who 
has known Mattlage since the first grade. "I really appreciate that people I 
don't even know would ask me to do this.' 

For his part, Mattlage was honored that his team and others paid =omage 
to the people of West.  

"This hit me in the hear:," M attlage says. 'I'm proud to be from West; 
prcud to be a 3obcat; and proud to be He a:h's friend." 

Texas State won 4-1.  

-MattFlores
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Distinguished Alumnus Burris 
'passes torch' to next ASG generation 

"I know there's a 

history behind it, and I 

feel extremely blessed 

to have something like 

this bestowed upon 

me. I hope that the 

university can see that 

I'm taking it not just 

for myself but for the 

university as well." 

-Foster Burris

Texas State has a proud and storied past, but 
it's not every daythe past and present meet 
for a passing of the torch.  

Major General John Burris, USAF, 
retired, made a surprise visit to a fall meeting 
of the Associated Student Government, 
where his grandson, Foster Burris, serves 
as a senator. General Burris presented 
his grandson with several mementos 

symbolizing dedication, integrity and 
service: Akey given to him at the conclusion 
of his junior year on the student senate, 
which he'd adorned with the ribbon from 
a Meritorious Service Medal; a 1955 Texas 
State yearbook; and an American eagle silver 
dollar, his traditional gift to retiring generals 
under his command.  

"I wore that key on a watch chain for 
many years. I cherished that key for the 
longest time," the elder Burris says to his 
grandson. "The annual will give you a 
glimpse of the students and of this school 57 
years ago.  

"Finally, I want to give you a coin. You're 
the first one who gets one who's not a general," 
he adds. "On the back is the American eagle, 
signifying freedom and what this country's 
all about.  

"With so many things in life, I got alot 
more out of the student senate than what I 
put in to it," Burris says to the gathering. "I 
am extremelyproud not only of Foster but 
of these young people that are coming on 
today. We need the leaders that are gaining 
experience nowto give us their leadership in 
the future." 

For his part, the gesture left Foster 
deeplymoved.  

"The timing caught me completely off 

guard," Foster says. "I just feel extremely 
blessed.  

"I knowthere's a historybehind it, and I 
feel extremely blessed to have something like 
this bestowed upon me," he adds. "I hope that 
the university can see that I'm taking it not 
just for myself but for the university as well." 

Having spent much of his life in the 
military, General Burris says the young men 
and women who are part ofASG inspire him 
and give him confidence that the future of our 
country is in good hands. The student leaders 
of todaywill grow into the national leaders 
of tomorrow.  

"I have awarm spot in my heart for this 
university and this community. It recharges 
mybattery. The opportunities young people 
have here astound me," he says.  

-JaymeBlaschke
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Alum's retirement takes back seat 
to military, writing, academics

Retired Army Sgt. M 

n the decades before earning his master's 
degree at Texas State University, 

84-year-old hilly Waugh joined the U.S. Army, 
fought in Korea and was shot five times in 
Vietnam as a member of the Special Forces.  

Later as aCIAoperative, he hunted for 
infamous terrorists Carlos the Jackal and 
Osama bin Laden.  

In a life filled with adventure, Waugh 
found drama even in joi ning the military.  

At 15, Wa-gh left his home in Bastrop to 
hitchhike to California, where he thought he 
could join the military.  

"I reasoned to myself when I was young, 
by God, I'm an American, and we owed it to 
our country. I felt like it was my duty, and I 
knewwhat I was doing," says Waugh, who then 
wanted to figmt in World War II.  

Police questioned him in New Mexico.  
Back then, hiwhhikers were required to have 
money. Waugh had non .  

"I had to call my mother, and I didn't kncw 
if I'd rather sit there and take it from the cops 
or her,'cause she scolded me,"he says.  

It's the only time Waugh speaks of being

aj. Billy Waugh speaks during a ceremcny honoring Purple Keart rec pienls in August 2012 near Tampa, Forida.

frightened, although the years since -ave 

been dangerous.  
A retired sergeant major nowliving in 

Florida, Waugh spent more than 50 years 
in battle, firs: as a member of the Army's 
Green Berets and then with the CIA's Special 
Activities Division. Waugh also participated 
in the U.S. invasion of Afghanistar in 2001 and 
Iraq in 2003.  

He has been awarde I the Silver Star 
Medal, Legion of Merit, four Bronze 
Stars, eight Purple Hearts, four Army 
Commendation ribbons, 14Army Air medals 
and the renowned Special Forces -ab.  

When a 1965 raid in Vietnam lefthim 
wounded, Waugh was rescued by othe-Army 
Special Forces personnel. Af-er re covering 
stateside, he went straight bask.  

As a CIA operative, he helped bring 
down Carlos the Jackal, a Venezuelan 
terrorist convicted of deadly attacks in 
France. It's chronicled in h-s 2004book, 
Hunting the Jackal.  

In 1993. Waugh conducted surv2illar-ce 
against Osama bin Laden, who then was

living in Sudan and mostly unknow n to the 
United States.  

Waugh watched him daily, but a plan to 
neutralize bin Laden never was authorized, 
he says.  

"To take him down in the daylight was 
going to h e tough, but we could have -one it," 
Waugh recalls.  

After the 9/11 attacks, the CIA dispatched 
Waugh to Afghanistan. He was relieved when 
bin Laden was killed in 2011.  

Waugh found time in 1990 to earn his 
master's degree in interdisciplinary studies 
with a specialization in criminal justice. He 
says he has no time for retirement.  

He's working on a book about the end 
of the Vietnam War, made his last high
altitude parachute jump at the age of 78, and is 
considering pursuing a doctoral degree.  

He a [so speaks at military bases in Fort 
Bragg, N.C., and Colorado Springs.  

"I don't have time for golf," Waugh 
laughs. "I need to learn stuff. I'm not done 
learning yet." 

-Natglie Chandler 
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IN REMEMBRANCE 

Philanthropist's ties to university ran long, deep

I

in offices in Texas, Oregon, Washington 
and, in 1969, Los Angeles, where he met the 
love of his life, Patricia. A Chicago native 
who attended St. Scholastica Academy and 

Marquette University, Pat had worked for 
Signal Oil Company, which was purchased 
by Humble in 1967. The two transferred to 
Exxon's Houston headquarters in 1978. That 
same year they were married in Seguin.  

By the time Muehl retired from Exxon

Mobil in 1995, he was national advertising 
coordinator, overseeing gasoline, motor oil,

"The strong work ethic 

I learned helped me in

college and in my career.  

It taught me to be 

dependable, responsible

z~2~

rowing up on 200 acres of farm

land outside Seguin, Daymon 
Muehl learned the value of hard 
work early on.  

"Farm animals are like children," his 
father used to tell him. "They depend on you 

and it is your responsibility to take care of 

their needs." And take care of them he did, 
feeding cattle, hogs and chickens, and like
wise helping to plant and harvest the farm's 

crops of corn, cotton, grain and hay. "There 
was never a shortage of work to be done on 
the farm," Muehl said in a 2010 interview 
with Texas State's Alumni Association. "The 

strong work ethic I learned helped me in 
college and in my career. It taught me to be 

dependable, responsible and self-motivated." 
In his senior year at the university, 

Muehl was recognized as one of 10 outstand

ing students for the 1960-1961 academic 
year. He was president of the Pi Sigma Chi

fraternity, and he played football and base

ball. He was active in student government, 
serving on the student board and as student 

senate treasurer. Not surprisingly, he was also 

voted "Most Dependable" by his classmates.  

"Texas State provided an environ

ment that gave me independence to make 

decisions on my own," he says. "I had the 

opportunity to learn and grow as a person, 
and make lifelong friends. Academics were 

important to me, especially my major sub

jects, but the total college experience was 

also a significant factor." 

Within two months of graduating with 

a bachelor's degree in business administra

tion, Muehl moved to Houston and began 

a distinguished career with Humble Oil 

& Refining Company, now ExxonMobil 

Corporation. During his 34 years with the 

company he worked in marketing, sales, 
training, sales promotion and advertising

and self-motivated." 

--Da ynion A-li 

sales promotion, advertising and trademark 

administration for one of the world's largest 

international corporations.  

A leader on campus as a student at Texas 

State, Muehl's belief in the importance of 

a rich college experience motivated his 

philanthropic support of the university for 

more than 30 years. He was highly involved 

in the Emmett and Miriam McCoy College 

of Business Administration and worked with 

McCoy College's Students in Free Enterprise 

(SIFE) and American Advertising Federa

tion (AAF) national competition teams, 
helping them prepare for regional and 

national competitions. In 2007, the McCoy 

College presented Muehl with a Beta Gamma 

Sigma Chapter Honoree Award in recogni

tion of his professional achievement. Room 

224 in McCoy Hall was named the Daymon 

Muehl and Patricia Muehl Classroom in 

honor of the couple's many contributions.
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The Muehls' estate gift to the Emmett 
and Miriam McCoy College of Business Ad

ministration Development Foundation will 
support endowments that benefit student 
development, undergraduate scholarships 
and graduate fellowships, and student 
leadership awards for the university's SIFE 
and AAF national competition teams. The 
gift will also support innovations in teach
ing, applied business centers, recognition 
awards for student excellence and other 
areas that advance student success in the 
McCoy College.  

Muehl and his wife resided in Wimber
ley after they retired, building their dream 
home close to family and close to Texas 
State, where they enjoyed attending lec
tures, musical events, building dedications, 
library exhibits, SIFE and AAF presenta
tions, Discover Texas State events, entrepre
neurial classes and much more.  

A lifetime member of the Texas State 
Alumni Association, Muehl embodied 
Bobcat pride. He was known for his bright 
and generous spirit, and long credited the 
university for preparing him to achieve the 
wide success he had throughout his career.  
In 2010, he was named a Distinguished 
Alumnus at Texas State. Reflecting on 
what he remembered most about his time 
at the university, he says: "How a group of 
students, faculty and administrators from 
various backgrounds, experiences and cul
tures found a way to make the little college 
on the hill a remarkable college experience 
that would be remembered the rest of our 
lives is impressive. I personally benefitted 
from these experiences and will always be 
grateful for this school in preparing me for 
a successful career and becoming a better 
person at the same time." 

On January 7, 2013, following a 16-year 
battle with kidney cancer, Muehl died, leav
ing behind a legacy with his wife that will 
help grow future generations of dependable, 
responsible and self-motivated citizens at 
Texas State.  

-Karen Davidson

Newsman had keen instincts, easy touch 
He successfully guided the San Antonio Express-News 
during a fierce newspaper war, but Texas State alum 
Jim Moss was known as much for his gentle nature as 
he was his keen journalistic instincts.  

"As editor of the Express-News, Jim Moss was one 
of .he most powerful men in San Antonio, but he was 
also one of the most humble men I've known," recalls 
Kym Fox, a former Express-News editor and now a 
Texas State senior lecturer.  

r Moss died Feb. 15 in Comfort, the town he retired 
to after a newspaper career that spanned four decades.  

* ~ .A 1961 graduate of Texas State, Moss launched his 
newspaper career in Galveston, but he also had stints 

in Beaumont and Seguin before mining the Express-News in 1968.  
Moss oversaw a weekly community section, served as a copy editor and rose to the 

rank of news editor. He became executive editor in 1987, a time of intense rivalry between 
the Express-News and the Sa- Aatonio Light. The Light eventually closed in 1993. Its par
ent, the Eearst Corp., then purcLased the Express-News. Moss remained the top editor 
until he retired in 1997.  

"He was a classic edi-or-nuts and bolts kind of stuff," recalls Michael Pearson, a 
Texas State alum and now news director at YNN, a cable news channel. "Jim was a news
paperman to the core." 

Moss and his wi-e, Adele whom he met on a blind date in college, eventually moved 
to Comfort, where h2 realizeI his childhood dream of raising longhorns. The couple also 
created a scholarship fund for Texas State journalism students.  

-MattFlores 

A professor's passion turns to legacy 
Barbara Melzer had a career in physical therapy and 
teaching that lasted 38 years.  

Now, she has a legacy that will last forever.  
Melzer, a professor and director of clinical educa

tion in the Department of Physical Therapy at Texas 
St ate, died unexpectedly Feb. 17 while visiting friends 
in California. She was 63.  

Her partner, Dr. Kathy Safford, has estab
lished an endowed professorship in her name; and 

- colleagues and friends are helping to establish an 
endowed scholarship at Texas State to memorialize 
the longtime educator.  

"Her mentorship extended far and wide-to 
her students, her colleagues, her friends, her fellow 

leaders in all of her activities, and even people she was just getting to know," says Barbara 
Sanders, a close friend of Melzers and chair of the Department of Physical Therapy.  

Melzer consulted fo- other physical therapy programs and was an adjunct faculty 
member at Nova Southeastern University, where she occasionally taught doctoral 
students. She received sever=.l s 2rvice awards throughout her career, including the Cath
erine Worthingham Fellow honcr, among the highest in her profession.  

But her closest friends remember her for her bond with other educators and students 
as well as her passion for teaching.  

"She was compassionate and had a passion for her profession," Sanders adds. "And 
she instilled her expectations to all of those around her with her high standards and her 
gentle mentorship." 

-Kristie Vela
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Old Main plaza statue celebrates 
vaquero impact on Texas 
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S pending some of his formative years on 
a Hill Country ranch gave Bill Wittliff a 

window into the cowboy experience.  
Becoming an author, photographer and 

screenwriter allowed him to express it.  
And in a nod to the Mexican vaquero, 

whose deft ranching practices were adopted 
by the cowboys of the American West, a monu
ment now stands in Old Main's plaza.  

The 18-foot-tall vaquero sculpture was 
donated by Wittliff and his wife, Sally, whose
passion for the cow
boy culture runs as 
deep as the couple's 
ties to Texas State.  

Twenty-six years 
ago the couple estab
lished the Wittliff 

Collections, a literary 
and photographic 
repository on the 

Alkek Library's top 
floor that commemo
rates the heritage of 
the Southwest and 
Mexico, and cel
ebrates its impact on 
the wider world. The 
collection preserves 
a creative legacy and 
seeks to enlighten and 
inspire people with 

each passing genera
tion. The Wittliffs are 
among 31 Texas State

said Texas State President Denise M. Trauth, 
in a ceremony last April at which the larger 
statue was dedicated. "We are very fortunate 

that two of Texas State's dearest friends, Bill 

and Sally Wittliff, have such a passion for 
that heritage." 

It was no surprise when the Wittliffs com
missioned Philadelphia sculptor Clete Shields 
to create the statue for Texas State.  

Shields in 2009 was commissioned to 
create a statue of Willie Nelson, which now

stands in front 

-g iof the Austin 
y great ho e IS City Limits 

studio in down

that this will be a town Austin.  
Bill Wittliff is 

place where students on the board of 

nthe non-profit 

will like to come and organization, 
Capital Area 

just sit, or read, b Statues, which 

commissioned 
the sculpture thoughtful, whatever. the cnir 
of the ioi 
country music 

That this will be a singer.  
"Our hope is 

C mfo tale plaCe." that this monu
ment will serve 
... as a perma
nent reminder 
of just one of 
the cultural and 
historic sources

"heroes," who have given $1 million or more to 
the university.  

The statue pays homage to the contribu
tions vaqueros made to the American cowboy.  
For decades, cowboys of the Southwest 
adopted methods the vaqueros used to tend to 
and herd cattle across vast, rugged ranges. The 
figure is based on a photograph taken by Bill 
Wittliff of a vaquero named Refugio "Cuco" 
Salas, who worked in the 1970s on El Rancho 
Tule, which at the time encompassed 360,000 
acres in northern Mexico.  

A three-foot version of the same statue is 
on display at the Wittliff Collections.  

"Cowboys have long been steeped in 
Texas culture, and the mystique of the cowboy 
has been romanticized for hundreds of years,"

that has made us, as a people, what we are 

today," Shields says of the vaquero statue.  
The statue stands in the newly rede

signed plaza in front of Old Main, and it is 
flanked with cactus to evoke the landscape 
typical to Mexican ranches and ranges of 
the Southwest. Around the statue, authentic 
benches from Mexico provide seating beneath 
native shade trees.  

"My great hope is that this will be a place 
where students will like to come and just sit, 
or read, be thoughtful, whatever," says Bill 

Wittliff, adding: "That this will be a comfort
able place." 

-Matt Flores and Kristie Viela
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Assault victim offers hope, healing 
through awareness campaign

he last thing Maggie Watson wanted 
to do was to talk about it.  

Not in those first days, or even 
weeks and months, after she was 

drugged with a drink and sexually assaulted 
during a South Padre Island vacation follow
ing her freshman year at Texas State Univer
sity. All she could do then was think about 
that night, wonder what exactly had happened 
and feel a wave of emotions that eventually 
caused her to lose sleep, drop a class and quit 
her job.  

Denial. Shame. Guilt. Uncertainty.  
"When it all became kind of inescapable, 

I reached out to my friend, and she was nice 
but didn't know what to do," says Watson, now 
29 years old and a student at Maurer School of 
Law at Indiana University. "Everybody was 
really nice, but they all had this response of 
'You should talk to somebody else about this."' 

Ten years later, Watson hasn't stopped 
talking. As part of an awareness campaign 
by the Texas Association Against Sexual 
Assault (TAASA), she's told groups all over 
the state about her experience and offered 
support to college students who've found 
themselves in the same situation.  

More recently, her audience has greatly 
expanded. Watson and several other Texans 
who have chosen to go public with their cases 
have appeared on buses, billboards and social 
media sites, where a toll-free number for a 
sexual assault national hotline offers help to 
those who have never sought It.  

"When they call that number, it will route 
them to the nearest rape crisis center," says 
Rick Gipprich, Jr., communications director 
for TAASA. "We encourage people to call and 
talk to an advocate, set up an appointment 
and get the services they need.  

"I think Maggie's bravery really speaks to 
how well those resources work," he adds.  

Watson is candid with the details of her 
experience, her fears and frustrations, her 
simultaneous relief and horror at finding that 
she is far from alone. She speaks freely about 
her journey of healing, which hasn't stopped.  

"I can still remember like it was two years 
ago," she says. "It's just this moment that is 
forever frozen in my memory, and it will be 
there always, I think.  
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"Now the difference is I don't dwell on 
it, and it doesn't ruin my (home) life," says 
Watson, who has a husband and a son. "I have 
much more control of when I think about it." 

But healing took time, counseling and 
courage.  

After a professor disclosed in a personal 
safety seminar that she had been date raped 
in college, Watson confided in her and then 

took the professor's direction to seek on
campus counseling.  

Watson was then referred to the Hays
Caldwell Women's Center in San Marcos, a move 
that she describes as "such a turning point." 

"The counselor that led the small groups 
said, 'There's this campaign, looking for real

Aa G' -

people from Texas, to speak out and help 
others.' I was like, heck no, that's horribly 
frightening," she recalls.  

The nerves were still there as she dis
cussed her sexual assault publicly for the first 
time, less than a year after it happened. Wat
son says she "was terrified" while speaking to 
a small group of women at The University of 
Texas at Austin.  

"Basically, I had to stand up on that stage 
and tell a whole bunch of strangers what I had 

only been telling my counselor and this small 
group," she says. "It was embarrassing and hard 
to tell, and I was so nauseated. It was hard.  

"Afterward, an amazing thing happened.  
Girls came up to me and said, 'This happened



"Everywhere I went, 

I felt like part of 

the reason I felt 
so embarrassed is 

because nobody tik 
about this. But it 

actually happens a 

lot. And that made me 

worried for society." 

to my sister.' I said, really? So then I went to 
Huston-Tillotson University in Austin, and 
The University of Texas at San Antonio, and 
it was her cousin. And then I went to Abilene 
Christian University, and it was a whole bunch 
of people. And then Baylor University, and it 

was joggers getting attacked.  
"Everywhere I went, I felt like part of 

the reason I felt so embarrassed is because 
nobody talks about this," she says. "But it 
actually happens a lot. And that made me 
worried for society." 

One in five women have been sexually 
assaulted in Texas, according to statistics 
provided by TAASA, along with one in 20 
men. That's estimated to be about two mil
lion Texans.  

It's unclear how many others have 
been assaulted, since most cases are never 
reported.  

But as Watson kept talking about hers, she 
realized that staying silent would have been 
the wrong choice.  

"Somehow, talking about it made it have 
less power in my mind," she says.  

"It turned my life around and gave me 
a new start. And how could I not help other 
girls that are in the same position? I have to 
give back, because someone else is suffering 
like I was suffering." 

-Natalie Chandler

Game Day revelry gets a boost 
Bobcat Cluh ar "T" association -ootb all festivities will take on a decidedly 
different atmosphere This fall with the opening of a new pavilion next to Bobcat 
Stadium's Scuth End Zcne Complex.  

Bobcat football will kick off its 2313 football season as a member of the Sun 
Belt Conference, ard select fans will be able to enjoy the festivities in the new 

3,200-square -=ot open-air paviLon.  
The new addition will have indoor and outdoor fans and heating, a kitchen, hos

pitality area, flat-screen televisions anc restrooms, and will be used for Bobcat Club 
pre-game functions and half-time receptions for "T" Association athletic alumni.  

The pavilion was made possible pr-marily through a fund established by the 
James and B. Raye Gowens family, one of the university's "heroes." The designation 
refers to those who have given Texas Slate at least $1 million. Additional project 
support came from tre Strahan Found ation.  

The university's atE letics department is studying other potential uses for the 
facility, which could irclude special events, says Don Compton, Texas State's Facili
ties, Planning, Design and Construction associate director.  

The new addition is the latest in a spring of efforts to bolster Texas State facili
ties, making them acre suited to a university with a rising profile in athletics.  

Texas State alumn-is Reagan Pugl, a former Associated Student Government 
president, says newfacilities improvements, like those at the baseball and softball 
complex, were important to increase corporate sponsorships and to upgrade the 
university as a whole.  

"Texas State is on a trajectory to be a big player in higher education," Pugh says.  
"It's undeniable that athletics plays a big part." 

The university became a member of the Football Bowl Subdivision beginning 
in 2012, making it t ze largest university in the conference in terms of enrollment.  

"Students invested more money to see it through to the end," says Pugh, refer
ring to student-led intatives to increase fees to help pay for the leap to the higher 
division. "It's a dreary come true to see :his all happen, moreover, to see this happen 
so quickly." 

Together, the "T" Association, wiich hosts events for the Bobcat athletics 
alumni, and .he Bobcat Club, the principal fundraising arm of the university's 
Intercollegiate Athletics Department= have received a record number of donations 
and dollars generated ;artly because of the move to the Football Bowl Subdivision.  

-Jordan Gass-Poore'
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Bu0iding Boom 
Texas State construction has maintained a frenetic 
pace, dramatically altering the university's skyline.

Fish Bellies

stainless steel wires from the high ceilings might 

A t first blush, the 700 aluminum leaves dangling by 
prompt visitors to believe the snazzy new campus 

building is an art gallery.  
But several more steps beyond the main entrance reveals 

the new space is a common area for twin residence halls in 
the North Campus Housing Complex, which opened its doors 
before the 2012-13 academic year.  

The silvery leaves create a cascading effect of various hues 
of blue and green from the front of the building approximately 
60 feet to the back courtyard exit. Each leaf is able to turn 360 

degrees as the air flows around it.  
The piece is called the River of Leaves and was designed 

by architect Daniel Goldstein of San Francisco, after he was 
inspired by a photograph of the San Marcos River with leaves

gently floating along its surface. The large-scale mobile mimics 
the calm and sometimes more rapid waters that flow through 
different sections of the river by having some of its leaves turn 
more quickly than others.  

The new housing complex also features another one-of-a
kind work of art in its courtyard, called Fish Bellies. The bright, 
interactive sculptures light up the courtyard during the day 
and night.  

Sunlight streaming through the acrylic walls during the 
day creates a diffused glow of light and shadow patterns; and at 
night, touch-activated sensors trigger a localized light pattern.  

These are just two of the unique features within the 
residential complex and other new buildings that opened their 
doors during the summer and fall of 2012 at Texas State.
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Along with the North Campus Housing Complex, 
which includes Chautauqua Hall, Gaillardia Hall and 
the central community building, the university opened 
five other new or renovated buildings: the Undergradu
ate Academic Center, Lampasas Hall, the Housing and 
Residential Life Office Building, Commons Dining 
Hall and STAR One, the first of several planned build
ings for the university's research and commercial
ization park at Hunter Road and McCarty Lane. An 
expansion to Bobcat Stadium also was completed.  

In all, 26 construction 
projects have been 
completed, are in 
the works or on the 
drawing board.  

The Undergraduate Academic Center officially 
opened its doors in October 2012. The $47 million 
building has 130,000 square feet of classrooms, labs, 
departmental and faculty offices for political science, 
sociology and psychology, the Personalized Academic 
and Career Exploration (PACE) Center and a new cof
fee shop.  

In January, Bobcats saw the completion of the 
Edward Gary Street Garage, as well as the beginning 
of repairs to Old Main's roof.  

The completion of newly constructed and reno
vated buildings, as well as the ongoing construction 
projects around campus, reflect the continued evolu
tion and growth of the university. In all, 26 construc
tion projects have been completed, are in the works 
or on the drawing board. The projects represent more 
than $589 million in investments for the university.  

Looking into the future, other projected building 
openings include Brogdon Hall, expected to complete 
renovations by August 2013, the West Campus Hous
ing Project, scheduled to open in August 2014, and the 
highly anticipated Performing Arts Center, which is 
scheduled to have a ribbon-cutting ceremony in Febru
ary 2014.  

Four other major building projects were included 
in Texas State's 2013 agenda in the Texas Legislature: 
an engineering and science building, a music building 
and two health professions buildings at the Round 
Rock campus.  

-KristinaKenney 

(right) A SNEAK PEEKA crew heads up a stairwell that will 

connect the theatre and balcony levels in the south tower of the 
under-construction Performing Arts Center. The facility, which 
will be a new signature building and offer dramatic vistas of the 

campus, is slated to open in February 2014.
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Scaffolding surrounds Old Main as workersperform a major renovation to the iconic 110-year-old building.  

Thefacelift began in the spring and is expected to take about a year to complete. Besides installing a new metal 

roof workers are undertaking aprocess known as "pointing and tucking,"which entails removing and 

replacing mortar between bricks on the building'sfagade. The renovation is the building'sfirst major makeover 

in 30years and marks thefirst time the roofwas to be replaced.
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The Bobcat Club is the principal 
fundraising arm of the Texas State 
Intercollegiate Athletics Department.  
The Bobcat Club provides a way for 
donors to help talented Texas State 
student-athletes receive a top tier 
education while pursuing their goals

both on and off the field of competition.  
While the primary focus is providing 
scholarship support for student
athletes, the Bobcat Club also raises 
money for facilities upgrades and high 
impact projects that directly benefit our 
student-athletes.

512.245.2114 txstatebobcatclub.com I bobcatclub@txstate.edu 

SUPPORT STUDENT-ATHLETE SCHOLARSHIPS 

for as low as - a month 
and help the Bobcat Club reach 2,000 donors in 2013-14.

I Like us at Facebook.com/bobcatclub Follow us

ia.  
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TEXAS* STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

SAN MARCOS 

The rising STAR of Texas 

601 University Drive 
San Marcos, TX 78666 

from the collections

AT THE WITTLIFF COLLECTIONS 
NOW THROUGH FEBU VARY 14, 2014 S 

9 . The Writer's Road: Selections from the Sam Shepard F ~pers

c'-w'L g~4 ~VL

The Wittliff Collections are home to the major archive of Sam 

Shepard, one of the world's most widely produced-and considered 
one of the greatest living-American playwrights. Theft 'Writer's 

Road is the first-ever comprehensive exhibition from this extensive 

and illuminating archive.  
The Shepard exhibition celebrates the forthcomig book in the 

Wittliff's Southwestern Writers Collection Series: Tw Prospec

tors: The Letters of Sam Shepard and Johnny Dark. Edied by Texas 

State faculty member Chad Hammett, Two Prospectois presents 
selected correspondence and photographs from Shep rd's archive, 
chronicling the decades-long friendship between She ard and 

Dark, who is Shepard's former father-in-law from his marriage to 
actress O-Lan Jones. The Shepard exhibition includes Wittliff ma
terials used by filmmaker Treva Wurmfeld to make tl1e documen

tary, Shepard andDark, which won the prize for Best Ibocumentary 

Feature at the 2012 Woodstock Film Festival.  

Together, the exhibition and new book offer fasci eating revela
tions and insights into the private life, working methods, and cre

ative career of this Pulitzer Prize-winning playwrigh , short-story 
writer, screenwriter, director, musician, and Academ Award

nominated actor. Watch www.thewittliffcollections.tr:state.edu for 

details about a special Shepard event to be held this f 1 .
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