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Letter From John Barton 
Interim Executive Director 

With the retirements of Amadeo Saenz and Steve Simmons, 
the Commission asked me to step in as interim executive 
director. Every day, I'm reminded how much they did for 
this department and for the citizens of Texas. I'm grateful 
for their leadership and their friendship.  

I'm also proud of all our employees who retired this fiscal 
year - all 380+ of them - around the state. They have 
left a large void that will be difficult to fill, but it's time for 

others to step up and do the job we're called to do.  

It is a big job. Our population is growing. Texans are asking for and demanding more 
from our transportation system. And we're long past the time when the state can 
afford to meet every demand.  

Of course, we're doing our part. We're improving our operations and reducing costs.  
We have a lot to be proud of, and as we start a new fiscal year, we need to celebrate 
some of those accomplishments.  

This past fiscal year, we put more pennies to the pavement, letting $4 billion in 
projects, and let 37 percent more projects than had been planned.  

We worked as OneDOT when snow and ice covered North Texas earlier this year, 
and we fought wildfires around the state, saving acres of state and private land.  

We launched Safety: Mission Zero to safeguard our employees and created a plan 
to address congestion on 1-35 through Central Texas.  

We issued more than $122 million in airport and public transportation grants, and 
issued 15 percent more oversize/overweight permits, while reducing call wait times.  

These are just a few of our many accomplishments, and we did it with 2,000 fewer 
employees. We didn't just talk about doing more with less; we did it.  

Our employees accomplished much more that doesn't show up on spreadsheets 
and tables. We can't measure your dedication in numbers. We can't count your 
sacrifices on a tally sheet, but it shows up every day in the work you do.  

I'm proud to work with you and for you.  

John Barton 
Interim Executive Director

em er-October 2011 
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TxDOT Goals 
Prepare for the future.  

Enhance safety.  

Maintain the transportation 
system.  

Relieve congestion.  

Enhance connectivity.  

Work with our partners to 
identify funding strategies.
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On the Cover:

The Texas Legislature's 
recent authorization of 
$3 billion in Proposition 12 
bond funds gives TxDOT's 
maintenance and construc
tion programs a supersized 
boost. TN previews the 
breakout of dollars.

Contents 

With 1-35 improvements ramping up, TxDOT's right of 
way groups have also pumped up partnering efforts to 
acquire the land needed for this high profile and priority 
project for Texas. See how the OneDOT model shines 
once again.

{ A 

Well, it's not quite magic, but some districts around 
the state are making some projects happen with fewer 
resources. Take a look at some creative thinking helping 
Texas transportation.

This summer, TxDOT's ferry fleet received two new 
additions to help people safely travel to Port Aransas.  
The ferries were named for two former executive directors 
who captained the TxDOT ship for many years.

& .
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Nine longtime TxDOT 
leaders are bidding farewell 
to their working home and 
TxDOT family members. TN 
says "thank you" for their 
outstanding leadership and 
recalls some highlights from 
great careers.  

14 
And the winner is TxDOT.  
Our transportation projects 
have earned regional and 
national recognition for 
innovative management 
and efficient project 
implementation. Read 
about TxDOT noteworthy 
accomplishments.  

21 
What's in a name? That 
Shakespearean question so 
perplexed one traveler about 
a Texas town he passed 
through, he felt compelled 
to dive into the mystery. You 
might say he was under the 
"spell of Allamore." 

Back Cover 
Frank Sinatra once sang "I 
did it my way." But, TxDOT 
employees are singing the 
praises of the new additions 
to the department's training 
system: i-Way.



Modernization Update 
For some employees, modernization is another exercise that has 
them wondering how it will affect their day-to-day jobs. For those 
who are on the Modernization Leadership Team, that question is 
understandable.  

"It's very hard to explain a concept that's supposed to bring change 
when employees don't really see any change-yet," said Toribio 
Garza, director of the Maintenance Division and a member of the 
leadership team.  

"For most employees, their jobs won't be that different. If you're an 
electrician, you'll still be an electrician. If you're a mechanic, you'll 
have the same job to do. But what every employee will see is a new 
leadership model, a new way to conduct our business," he said.  

According to Garza, modernization is not a wholesale remodeling 
of the agency. It is, however, a new way to manage the agency's 
responsibilities.  

"We've always done our jobs well. When the Commission, leader
ship or the public had a new job for us, we've done it. In the past, 
we've been so focused on getting the job done, we may not have 
given enough attention to how it would affect other operations in the 
department. And sometimes we ended up with a policy that solved 
one problem, only to create another," he said.

Letting of one of the last 
'2Proposition 12 Version 1 

- projects on 1-35, from Lorena to 
Hewitt, south of waco. is cur~

E rently planned for Sep ember.  
It includes new access-road 

" 'exrdsd brdg3 cU 

the Brazos River, acombina gier 
and cable-stay style bridge-:he 

f Hrtt o sius kind in Texas.

"Through modernization, we're learning a different management 
approach. We'll spend more time at the front end, researching and 
evaluating a new policy before we implement it. As changes are 
identified, we can get employee input early and make adjustments 
that will help them do their jobs better," Garza said.  

Not only does this approach serve employees, it also means the 
department better serves its customers and stakeholders.  

Changing to serve your customers and employees is the basic tenet for 
improving an organization, according to Scott Kaeppel with Kaeppel 
Consulting. The company is coaching TxDOT in change management 
and assisting to implement the Restructure Council recommendations.  

Recently, leadership team members have received training on the 
new management approach and developing action plans to imple
ment the recommendations. But the work is far from over.  

"Employees need to stay informed. They might not see a lot of 
activity right now, but we'll start calling on more 
employees as plans develop," Garza said.; 
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he Lufkin District opened a 
new maintenance facility on 
July 22. Local city and county 

officials, along with legislative represen
tatives, joined TxDOT personnel for 
the ribbon cutting and open house 
for the San Jacinto County Maintenance 
Office complex in Shepherd.  

continued on Page 15

rJ .
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he $55 million construction project 
for widening the Cesar Chavez Border 

4 Highway (Loop 375) in El Paso is 
currently under way. The project is pproxi
mately nine miles ong and includes the 
complete rehabilitation of the existing lanes., 
Improvements inc ude the additior of two 
express toll lanes to the existing four-ane 
non-toll facility. Construction s scheduled 
to be completed within two years.  

Work is also in progress on the second 
phase of the I-10lkoop 375 Americas 
Interchange, one of the major interchanges 
in El Paso County. Crews ar cons tructig 
a four-level, fully directional iterchange, 
including eight direct connecdor:, bilt in 
phases. The first phase-extending 
Loop 375 mainlanes-op d th .b c 
in 2005. The current pha e .0nisst of 
constructing three of the dre=t connor 
Total project cost s $4 mCn l on

SxDOT's San Antonio District is 
working with Williams Brothers 
Construction Company Inc.  

on a four-lane divided roadway at a 
new location between 
West Avenue and Jones 
Maltsberger over US 281.  
This Wurzbach Parkway 
extension project is the 
last of three sections, 
located between Blanco 

4 , Road (FM 2696) and 
:4 " Wetmore Road, connect

t -ing the existing sections 
of Wurzbach Parkway.

."

continued on Page 26
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With an additional $3 billion in Proposition 12 
bond proceeds recently authorized by the 
Texas Legislature, TxDOT staff, transporta

tion partners and the public are identifying eligible 
highway projects across the state for this new 
revenue source.  

"Proposition 12 is very important to the citizens of 
Texas. The public and Legislature have provided 
TxDOT and our transportation partners an excellent 
opportunity to improve the highways of Texas," said 
Tyler District Engineer Randy Hopmann, who is 
overseeing the implementation of the Proposition 12 
program. "Our list of transportation needs in Texas 
is much larger than our traditional revenues can 
support. Proposition 12 is a tremendous oppor
tunity for Texas and is intended to fund some of 
the long awaited unfunded projects. It supports 
the mission and goals of TxDOT." 

The staff is working on an initial list of recommended 
projects for Proposition 12 funding to present to the 
Texas Transportation Commission for discussion and 
direction at its Sept. 29 meeting.  

Using a collaborative approach to compile a list of 
eligible projects, TxDOT districts are meeting with 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), local 
elected officials, other transportation partners and 
the public, Hopmann said. The staff and MPOs 
also will present project lists for consideration at 
the Commission's Oct. 27 and Nov. 17 meetings.  

"It is clear the Legislature wanted transportation part
ners and stakeholders, including the public, involved 
in the project selection process," Hopmann said.  
"It is critically important that projects be identified 
by our transportation partners and the public to allow 
project development to begin as soon as practical 
to accomplish the goal of delivering these important 
transportation improvements in the next two years." 

In authorizing the $3 billion in bond proceeds, 
lawmakers also designated how the new dol
lars should be spent. They specified five funding 
amounts and project categories.

D 

0 
0 p

"The most important aspect of these five categories is 
to distribute funding in a fair and reasonable manner 
to allow local decision makers to address real trans
portation issues in Texas communities. That is why 
$2 billion of Proposi-ion 12 is distributed to districts 
and MPOs," Hopmann said. "Another important 
aspect of the program is total project cost, meaning 
all expenses associated with project development 
and delivery will be included in the program. This 
includes preliminary engineering, consultant costs, 
right of acquisition, construction management and 
contingencies associated with each project." 

Proposition 12 funding is the remaining part of the 
$5 billion bond package for transportation needs that 
Texas voters overwhelmingly approved in 2007. The 
bonds are supported by the state's general revenue 
and not by fuel tax revenues.  

In July 2009, the 81st Texas Legislature authorized 
approximately $2 billion in general obligation bonds 
for highway improvements. The Commission ap
proved projects for the first issuance of Proposition 
12 bonds in November 2009. The 82nd Texas Leg
islature authorized the remaining $3 billion in bond 
funding earlier this year. @,
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OneDOT philosophy allows for more flexibil
ity in balancing workloads statewide. It provides 
the foundation for moving toward a more 

seamless agency with no artificial lines between districts 
or regions. And cooperative processes create a 
transparent and accountable work environment.

1!

ROW Partnering 
Creates 
Success Story

Regarding right of way (ROW) procedures, streamlined 
acquisitions and workload sharing can establish 
efficiency. Putting the OneDOT concept in action, 
TxDOT now has several right of way PODs (Partnering 
Outside the District) working on 1-35.  

"The PODs model allows TxDOT to effectively staff 
a project that would overwhelm a single entity, and 
do it in a temporary fashion, with the staff returning 
to their normal duties when the project is completed," 
said Mike Lehmann, the assistant regional director 
for project delivery in the South Region. "Working 
under this concept has allowed ROW folks from all 
across the state to work together, to get to know 
one another better and to share best practices.  
This cross-fertilization enhances the skills of 
everyone involved."
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The PODs began in early 2010, 
when the I-35 segment through the 
Waco District was identified 
as a priority project for the state.  

"We realized our in-house resourc
es in the North Region would be 
unable to handle this large amount 
of work all at one time," said North 
Region ROW Manager Sheila Mills.  
"We explained to David Casteel, 
assistant executive director for 
district operations, that we needed 
experienced right of way agents on 
the ground. And since we had just 
created the four regions, perhaps 
it would be a great opportunity to 
begin a work-sharing program to 
ensure workloads were balanced.  

The idea for partnering outside the 
district evolved using the OneDOT 
concept by giving North, East and 
South regions entire segments of 
the I-35 corridor to acquire. Other 
entities came into the fold, includ
ing districts with utility coordinator 
capacity, the Right of Way Division, 
the Federal Highway Administration 
and the Office of Attorney General, 
who worked together to implement 
and streamline acquisition of ROW.  

"TxDOT's South and East Region 
directors and assistant regional 
directors have found ways to help 
the North Region while maintain
ing their own workloads - we 
have many dedicated employees 
involved in the success of this im
portant effort," Mills said.

The East Region is working on 230 
parcel purchases which comprise 
one POD. East Region Support 
Center Director Lisa Gregg said the 
POD initiative enabled the East Re
gion to provide highly skilled ROW 
expertise to the I-35 project.  

"We're also highlighting the effi
ciency of work-sharing and re
sources utilization across district 
boundaries, which is a fundamen
tal element of the regionalization 
concept," Gregg said. "OneDOT 
and POD concepts are examples of 
TxDOT modernizing its operations 
by enabling innovation, extensive 
collaboration between the agency's 
work groups and promoting a new 
leadership model." 

East Regional ROW Supervisor Sam 
Wilson said PODs also leverage 
the skill set of ROW professionals 
across the state and has the added 
benefit of allowing open commun
ication among these ROW pro
fessionals to gain insight on how to 
better accomplish their tasks.  

"While there are very real logistical 
challenges working under this mod
el, the East Region ROW agents 
have adapted and used creative 
ways to accomplish the objectives, 
while maintaining the same service 
level required of their own region," 
Wilson said.  

At the onset of developing the 
PODs, leaders in the North Region 
identified resource needs - includ
ing vehicles, cell phones, travel 
budgets, office needs and meeting 
locations - and began hosting

monthly POD meetings with project 
managers and the Waco District 
staff to ensure the project stayed 
on schedule.  

"We gave them a budget, the 
timelines, requirements, consul
tant support structure and help at 
monthly meetings to gauge success 
and share best practices and con
cerns," said North Regional Director 
Tim Powers. "This has been a huge 
success for work-sharing, best prac
tice sharing, working together on a 
huge project and implementing 
streamlined processes." 

Five groups of employees are 
working with more than 40 right 
of way employees, and the ROW 
Division has fully supported the 
project. Lehmann said the South 
Region is responsible for two 
PODs, and well over half of the re
gion's ROW staff is involved in the 
effort. Right-of-way acquisition for 
the corridor is on track for comple
tion in fiscal year 2013.  

These initiatives have been so suc
cessful, the Restructure Council 
recommended that TxDOT consider 
implementing PODs statewide, and 
the Modernization Leadership Team 
has commissioned an employee 
workgroup to do just that. Mills is 
working with members of the ROW 
Modernization Work Group to look 
at deploying the lessons learned on 
1-35 statewide to help streamline 
the process.  

This was truly a OneDOT process 
and best practice success story.

SA Minute With... Fred Underwood

-Commissioner Fred Underwood
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v Feature Story 

Moving n DE/nD leaders Call

rlrretl; f "ult updeo Saenz,forner soerOd execfve 
director, suit upft'r some road work. TxD()Tphoto.

Owen Whitworth leaves as 
director of the Audit Office 

;after 30 years of service, 
expressing his appre
ciation for the rewarding 
career he found at TxDOT.  
This included represent

. ing not only the agency, 

. but the audit profession 

. as chairman of the State 
*Agencies Internal Audit 
Forum, and state employ
ees as an elected trustee 
for the Employees Retire

. ment System of Texas.

Delvin Dennis, a 31-year 
Houston District employ
ee, served in many leader
ship roles before being 
appointed interim district 

:engineer on Sept. 1, 2008.  
Twelve days later, Hur
ricane Ike came ashore in 
Galveston, wreaking havoc 
in the agency's largest dis
trict. Dennis' experience 

: and knowledge were test
: ed in dealing with the dev

astation, including debris 
removal. That December, 
two weeks after becoming 
district engineer, a paralyz
ing ice storm struck Harris 
County during rush hour.  
The district had all hands 
on deck to combat the icy 
conditions, leaving Dennis 

- exhausted and bemused 
: as he was reminded: "You 

asked for this job!"

Similarly, retiring Con
struction Division Director 
Russel Lenz will never 
forget the sight of TxDOT 
forces heading for the 
coast during Hurricane 
Ike. "The night before 
landfall, we were going 
to Yoakum to stage. The 
sky was black," Lenz said.  
"Our employees were 
driving down the road in 
a caravan of white trucks 
loaded with heavy yellow 

. equipment for clearing 
the highways. It's pretty 
impressive to see a steady 

: stream of cars coming 
toward you, fleeing the 
inevitable, while TxDOT 
trucks are the only ones 
going the other direction ...  
straight into the storm." 

Mary Meyland never shied 
: away from a challenge 

throughout her 29-year 
career. In 1993, on her first 
day as El Paso district en
gineer, she learned charg

. es had been filed against 
TxDOT for "shortchanging 
El Paso and retarding its 
economic development." 
Though the ensuing court 

. inquiry resulted in no

action, it was "a baptism 
by fire." Whether design
ing the High Five in Dallas, 
building the state's first 
all-electronic toll road in 
Tyler or establishing per
formance measures on the 
TxDOT website, Meyland 
rose to every challenge.

Chuck Berry, El Paso dis
trict engineer since 2001, 
recalled an experience 
that impressed on him 
the meaning of "TxDOT 
family." Amadeo Saenz 
and Steve Simmons were 
instructed to canvas the 
district, "drive the rural 
roads and find the South 
Orient Railroad" when Berry 
was new to the job. The 
three men packed many 
West Texas adventures 
- from Viper cars racing 
down US 90 to Guadalupe 
Peak and an international 
bridge in Presidio - into 
the two-day, 950-mile trip.  
It was Saenz's keen sense 
of direction that ultimately 
led them to the railroad 
when Berry couldn't find 
it. In the end, Berry had 
"a better understanding of 
the district and a couple of 
friends forever."

Dianna Noble (cm 
farewell to her TxD 

colleagues.

tting cake) 
OT friends 
rLrOT ph.
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Mark Tomlinson, retir
ing director of the Texas 
Turnpike Authority Di
vision, soaked up the 
West Texas culture while 
overseeing rural roadways 
in the San Angelo and 
Amarillo districts. His work 
on I-40 in Amarillo, which : ve 
included upgrading the : re 
entire corridor to concrete ; mi 
pavement, is a proud ac- : T 
complishment, but people : c 
were more important than . tra 
the work. "I'm honored tin 

* to have friends all over in 
the state," Tomlinson th 

: said. "The commitment kil 
to service and excellence Th 
throughout this organ- tai 
ization has always been th 
remarkable to me." gr

Dianna Noble, retiring 

Environmental Affairs 

Division director, a 29-year 
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,.fo os on oil orys n on

teran of the agency, 
members a favorite 
sdirected phone call.  
ie"urgent" caller, who 
lled the number on a 
avel map before get
ig transferred to ENV 
Austin, inquired about 
e safety of eating cows 
led in a wreck on I-20.  
he ENV staffer, momen
rily befuddled, suggested 
e citizen call a local 
ocery store to inquire 
bout the safety of "road 
I" beef. Laughing at her 
uick-thinking employee, 
oble says the lesson isn't 
hat you know; it's what 
ou think of in time.

Some memories can take 
a more sobering turn. In 
2001, retiring Bridge 
Division Director David 
Hohmann had just been 
named a section director 

: when two spans of the 
Queen Isabella Causeway 
collapsed. Bridge Division

" staff was called to assess 
the damage and develop

emergency repair plans.  
While working on the span 
adjacent to the collapsed 

:sections, crew members 
on a work barge below 
suddenly warned the 
bridge support under the 
team's span was leaning.  

:They evacuated immedi
ately and within minutes, 
the span fell 80 feet into 
the water. As nerves 
settled, they got back to 
work ... but stayed clear of 
the bridge. Hohmann is still 
proud of the work TxDOT 
did getting the causeway 
repaired, but he will never 
forget that day.  

Finally, Childress District 
Engineer Terry Keener 
remembers a favorite inci

; dent he knows would be 
inappropriate today, back 
when engineers devel
oped "innovative" ways to 
strengthen their working 
relationships with local 

:transportation partners.

In 2003, Keener 
met for his annual 
visit with State Rep.  
Rick Hardcastle of 

" Vernon, who had 
anxiety about the 
"$7 million [restroom]" 
TxDOT was building in 
Hardeman County.  

Keener knew he needed 
to do something to ad
dress the representative's 
concerns, so he posted a 
temporary sign at the new 
rest area, took a picture of 
himself in front of it, mailed 
it to Hardcastle in Austin 
and then immediately 
removed the sign. In his 
thank you note to Keener, 
Hardcastle confessed to 
laughing "the most he had 
laughed" in three weeks.  
The two men have re
mained good friends and 
effective transportation 
partners.  

We celebrate with these 
recent retirees and extend 
our heartfelt thanks for 
their outstanding service, 
experiences shared and 
lifelong friendships that 
will endure.  
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K@News& Notes 
A Brief Look at Newsworthy Stories Around TxDOT 

And the Winners Are...

"/)) ))/))))))))))

SH 161 Western Extension 
in the Dallas District 

xDOT's Dallas District re
cently won a western 
region American Trans

portation Award for the on-time 
completion of the SH 161 Western 
Extension. The 10-lane, $225 million 
project that stretches 11.5 miles 
was completed five months ahead 
of schedule.  

"SH 161 is a perfect example of 
the type of innovative management 
philosophy that the agency em
braces - bringing in projects not 
only on time, but ahead of sched
ule," said former TxDOT Executive 
Director Amadeo Saenz.  

As a regional winner, the SH 161 
project will be considered for the 
national list of top 10 projects to 
compete for the national Grand 
Prize and the People's Choice 
Awards, to be presented at the 
AASHTO Annual Meeting 
on Oct. 16 in Detroit.

TN / September - October 2

Online voting at www.americas 
transportationaward.org will deter
mine the People's Choice Award.  
TxDOT urges everyone to vote for 
the SH 161 Western Extension.  

Both awards carry a $10,000 cash
prize that may be used to start a 
scholarship fund for transportation 
professionals or be presented to a 
charity of choice.  

I-30 Project in Arlington 

The I-30 Project in Arlington recent
ly won Project of the Year - Tran
portation (for projects greater than 
$100 million) from the Texas Chap
ter of the American Public Works 
Association. TxDOT shared the 
award with the city of Arlington, 
Webber Construction, Graham 
Associates, Inc. and Schrickel, 
Rollins Associates, Inc.  

The $165 million I-30 Mobility Pro
ject reconstructed approximately 
two miles of mainlanes by depress
ing the highway 20-feet deep
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through much of the area between 
Cooper Street and Ballpark Way, 
all the while maintaining three lanes 
of traffic in each direction.  

This corridor now features new 
bridges at Center Street and Baird 
Farm Road, along with the recon
struction of the Collins Street 
bridge, continuous one-way frontage 
roads, murals, lighting, landscap
ing and extension of the region's 
reversible HOV managed lanes.  
The project opened to all traffic 
four months early, before the Super 
Bowl, and helps not only with daily 
traffic, but also with high volume 
traffic generators such as crowds 
at the Cowboys Stadium, Texas 
Rangers Ballpark and Six Flags 
Over Texas.  

Sun Metro in El Paso 
Sun Metro, El Paso's public tran
sit system, was named the most 
Outstanding Public Transit System 
of the Year for all agencies in North 
America by the American Public 
Transportation Association (APTA).  
Sun Metro, which has been man
aged by First Transit since 2006, 
won the title in the medium-size 
category and provides between 4 
million and 20 million rides annually.  

The award recognizes Sun Metro's 
safety record, operating proce
dures, customer service, financial 
management, sustainable practices, 
workforce development, market
ing, technological applications 
and community involvement from 
2008-10. Some of the most notable 
advancements include the comple
tion of four new transfer centers, 
the installation of nearly 200 new 
shelters, a 21-percent increase in 
ridership and the beginning steps 
toward developing a rapid transit 
system.



Lufkin Maintenance Facility 
ontinued from Page 5

After almost 60 years in their old 
maintenance building built in 1952, 
the 16 San Jacinto County employ
ees are settling into their new 12,540 
square-foot facility. It includes offices 
for each supervisor, a full-size break 
room, file and stock rooms, showers 
and lockers, energy efficient lighting, 
and plenty of storage space. High
lights of the shop include a spacious 
work area, a larger sign shop, an 
herbicide facility, a mechanic shop 
area that includes a large truck lift, 
and a state-of-the-art wash rack for 
maintenance vehicles and equipment.  
The complex, spread over 10-plus

q

acres, also includes a fueling station 
and a high-powered generator for 
emergency operations. While some of 
the aforementioned may seem trivial, 
the employees say when you've been 
without them, they become luxuries.  

Section Supervisor Patricia Fears 
said just being in the new surround
ings has increased employee morale 
tremendously.  

"We're very appreciative of our new 
place," Fears said. "We have enough 
room to do our jobs, and everybody 
just feels really good about it. We're 
all smiles."
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-Government & Public Affairs Division Director Coby Chase
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'' N s & N otes 
Brief Look at Newsworthy Stories Around TxDOT 

Grand Parkway Leads Big Projects in FY 2012
W ith the beginning of a new 

fiscal year, TxDOT has 
started breaking ground 

on dozens of major construction proj
ects throughout the state. The largest 
among them, in scope and contract 
cost, is the Grand Parkway (SH 99) 
Segment E project in Harris County.  
When completed, Segment E will be 
a 15-mile, four-lane, controlled ac
cess toll road from I-10W to US 290.  

The project is designed to ease traf
fic congestion and spur economic 
development in northwest Houston.  
Earlier this year, the Texas Transpor
tation Commission assumed con
struction authority of the project 
from Harris County and allocated 
$350 million from uncommitted 
dollars in the Texas Mobility Fund 
to build Segment E.  

TxDOT let four construction projects 
for Segment E in July and August.  
Construction contracts, totaling 
approximately $321 million, were 
awarded for about 13 miles of the 
toll road, connector ramps between 
Segment E and US 290, the mainline 
decks over I-10 and two direct 
connections between Segment E 
and I-10. Construction will begin in 
September and is expected to be 
completed in 18 months.

Other large construction projects 
scheduled to begin in FY 2012 
include: 

I-35 Bell County 
reconstructing and widening to 
six lanes; 3.3 miles, from FM 2843 
to FM 2484; $69.9 million.  

SH 71 Travis County 
constructing underpass, frontage 
roads and mainlanes; 1.4 miles, 
from east of Montopolis Drive 
to US 183; $34.9 million.  

US 77 Willacy County 
constructing mainlanes and over
pass; 4.4 miles, from north of 
FM 498 to FM 3168; $25.7 million.  

I-10 Bexar County 
expanding to eight lanes; 2.5 miles, 
from LP 1604 to one mile north of 
Huebner Road; $35.9 million.  

SH 45 Williamson County 
constructing interchange, frontage 
roads and ramps; 1.3 miles, from 
west of Rattan Creek to McNeil Road; 
$24.7 million.  

Construction of a border 
safety inspection facility in 
Hidalgo County 
in Pharr at the US Customs Port 
of Entry and US 281; $20 million.

LP 281 Gregg County 
constructing railroad overpass and 
approaches; 0.8 miles, from SH 31 
in Longview to just south of FM 2087; 
$12.6 million.  

SH 26 Tarrant County 
widening to six lanes; 0.9 miles, 
from Brumlow Avenue/Pool Road to 
John McCain Road; $11.4 million.  

FM 2818 Brazos County 
safety improvement work, consisting 
of grading and structures, at inter
section of FM 2818 and FM 1179; 
$13.2 million.  

US 69 Hunt County 
widening for passing lanes (Super 2 
project); nine miles, from 1.64 miles 
south of BU 69 to FM 513; 
$14.5 million.  

FM 646 Galveston County 
widening to four lanes; 1.4 miles, 
from I-45 to SH 3; $9.7 million.  

US 77 San Patricio County 
constructing overpass at the US 77 
and US 77 Business North inter
section; $9.9 million.  

Construction of a hike and 
bike trail in Harris County 
on the Buffalo Bayou in Houston; 
4.6 miles, from Shepherd Drive to 
Sabine Street; $4.5 million.@

A Minute With... Catherine Hejl

- Bryan District Engineer Catherine Hejl
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' ,jn June 16 at 

)TxDOT's River
side campus, 

65 children of 35 TxDOT 
parents participated 
in this year's Take Our 
Daughters and Sons to 
Work Day. This year's 
theme, "Invent the 
Future," focused on 
the value of education, 
which helped partici
pants, ages 7-13, 
discover the power and 
possibilities associated 
with a balanced work 
and family life.  

Children and parents 
attended sessions on 
Topics in bike safety, 
environmental aware
ness and maintaining 
an active life. Crash 
Dummies Vince and 
Larry joined particip
ants in a Seat Belt 
Safety presentation.  
There was also a

special presentation for 
parents on bullying.  

The kids enjoyed 
learning about healthy 
eating choices, fun 
exercise options and 
keeping our planet 
healthy.  

"Our employees were 
excited that we hosted 
this event, and we 
had such dedicated 
volunteers that put this 
together," said HRD 
Employee Outreach

Specialist Angela 
Carrizales. "We received 
awesome feedback
this event has become 
a yearly tradition for 
many TxDOT parents 
and their children!" 

TxDOT children from 
across the state par
ticipated in this event.  
Dallas, Childress, 
Abilene, Odessa, San 
Antonio, Laredo and 
Cedar Park all hosted 
a Take Our Daughters 
and Sons to Work Day.O
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Two New Ferries Join Port Aransas Fleet
This summer, TxDOT dedicated two 
new ferry boats to the Port Aransas 
fleet. The boats, named in honor of 
former TxDOT executive directors 
Michael W. Behrens and Charles W.  
"Wes" Heald, are the first new ferries 
to join the fleet in Port Aransas 
since 2000.  

"The Behrens and Heald will make 
tremendous strides in improving the 
service for drivers, pedestrians and 
cyclists," said Texas Transportation 
Commissioner Bill Meadows. "The 
boats are longer, wider, stronger, 
safer and more efficient in almost 
every way imaginable." 

The new vessels can carry as many 
as 28 passenger vehicles. They 

. have more horsepower, better safety 
systems and improved navigation 
and communications technology.  

18 
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The six older ferries carry only 20 
vehicles and were built between 
1987 and 2000. The ferry service 
averages about two million two-way 
vehicle crossings per year between 
Port Aransas and Harbor Island.  

Y . ;

Planning forknewer, larger 
ferry boats in Port Aransas began 
almost 10 years ago, but funding 
didn't become available from state 
and federal sources until 2009. The 
two boats combined cost more than 
$17.4 million, including $7.2 million in 
funding from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  

TxDOT names ferry boats in Port 
Aransas for former TxDOT executive 
directors and in Galveston after for
mer Commission members. Heald, 
who worked for TxDOT for 40 years, 
served as executive director from 
March 1998 until his retirement in 
August 2001. Behrens, who worked 
for TxDOT for 36 years, succeeded 
Heald and served as.executive direc
tor from September 2001 until his 
retirement in August 2007. C

News&Notes 
A Brief Look at Newsworthy Stories Around TxDOT
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News & Notes 

CTTS "CAPPS" Off New Finance System
O n Sept. 1, the Central Texas 

Turnpike System (CTTS), a 
project of the Texas Turnpike 

Authority Division of TxDOT, and the 
Department of Information Resources 
became the first two agencies in 
Texas to implement the new state
wide accounting system: CAPPS (an 
acronym for the Centralized Account
ing and Payroll/Personnel System).  
CTTS will be using the general ledger 
and asset management modules of 

CAPPS.  

TxDOT staff 
_ _ _ _ _ _ has been ac

CentralizedAccountingandPayroll/PersonneSystem tively involved 
with the 

development of CAPPS from the be
ginning, providing input into establish
ing the requirements, designing the 
business processes and thoroughly 
testing the system. Our participation 
has helped us become comfortable 
with the new system, so when it is

time for all of TxDOT to implement 
CAPPS, we will be ready.

What is so great about 
CAPPS? 
For one thing, CAPPS is more user
friendly than our legacy systems that 
require the use of T-codes and over
night processing. CAPPS automates 
manual processes and runs them in 
real time. Because the modules in 
CAPPS are integrated, users do not

have to enter as many keystrokes to 
complete tasks.  

"CAPPS will enable CTTS to record all 
assets in one accounting application," 
explained Robert Snipes, ProjectONE 
Financials Business Lead in TxDOT's 
Finance Division. "Our ability to track 
asset history will increase, as well as 
our ability to generate depreciation 
expense on depreciable assets with
out having to query the State Property 
Accounting system." 

CAPPS enables management and 
legislators to make decisions faster 
because they will gain access to key 
information easily. Lawmakers and 
taxpayers will also see enhanced 
accountability and transparency for 
government operations and funding.  

As more agencies transition to CAPPS, 
they will look to TxDOT as a role 
model for improving productivity and 
accounting transparency in Texas.l

Poor Boy Projects-Saving Money with Expanded & Rejuvenated Roads 
continued from Page 11

Increased oil field traffic also affects 
the Childress District, which was in 
jeopardy of losing a portion of FM 
2299 in Wheeler County if something 
wasn't done quickly. Thankfully, the 
district has the expertise and capa
bility of performing this type 
of work.

"This particular stretch of roadway 
did not warrant us spending con
struction dollars, so we decided to 
rehabilitate the four-mile section of 
FM 2299 in house," said Childress 
Area Engineer Chris Reed. "The 
existing pavement was widened from 
20-feet to 24-feet using surplus base 
material, and then stabilized with a

one-course surface treatment.  
A second surface treatment is 
added with the district wide seal 
coat project." 

The finished product is a smooth 
driving surface that saves a lot 
of money. Not bad for a hard 
day's work.,

A Minute With... Carol Rawson

-Traffic Operations Division Director Carol Rawson
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News& Notes @ 
A Bnef Look at Newsworthy Stories Around TxDOT 

Mystery of the Missing "0" 
One Town, Two Spelings?

his is the story of two ways to spell one tiny 
West Texas town.  

It began in May, when a traveler from Georgia 
named Richard Wynn visited the TxDOT Travel Informa
tion Center in Anthony to pick up a Texas map. As he 
traveled down 1-10, he noticed that according to the 
map, the town of Allamoore was spelled with two "I's" 
and two "o's," but as he drove by TxDOT's directional 
sign on 1-10, he noticed it was spelled Allamore, with

just one "o." In a town with an official population of 15, WS. M 
'Wynn wondered, why was there such confusion? states t 

Determined to get to the bottom of the issue, he checked cepted 

with MapQuest and the National Geographic Society, To puts 
both of which verified the travel map spelling, Allamoore. consult 
Rand McNally and AAA, on the other hand, sided with who sp 
the directional sign, Allamore. In an unexpected twist, he County 
discovered an obscure map service that even spelled it Allamo 
Alamore. He simply didn't understand why Texans were that 'Al 
trying to confuse innocent visitors. spelling 

The plot began to thicken as Wynn wondered: did TxDOT with he 

alter the spelling by one "o" to save printing costs? was sp 

Or - worse yet! - had he discovered a deep internal rift can se 

between the Travel Information and Traffic Operations fully re 

divisions? Perhaps there was an ongoing struggle for So, is i 
spelling dominance? lamore 

Imploring TxDOT to set his mind at rest, he appealed to they ar 

the Transportation Planning and Programming Division Putting 

(TPP) to solve the mystery. our tra 
the ap 

Wayne Dennis, deputy director of TPP, was hot on the on our 
case. After conferring with El Paso District Engineer to add 
Chuck Berry, they decided to email Hudspeth County custom 
Judge Becky Dean-Walker to seek her expertise as 
a witness. Anoth

The following excerpt from Dennis' response to 
Wynn puts all the pieces of the puzzle together: 

"City and town information for our maps comes from 
the Federal Board on Geographic Names through the 
U.S. Bureau of the Census. According to this source, 
'Allamoore' is the official spelling. Allamoore is neither 
an incorporated city nor town, but rather a 'populated 
place.' It was founded in 1885 as a railway section 
house and named for early settler Alla Moore, wife of

C
oore. The same sou 
hat "Allamore" is a 
variant spelling.

rce 
n ac-

your mind at ease, I 
ed with Mr. Berry, 
oke with the Hudspeth 
judge, the county where 
ore is located. She stated 
/amoore' was the official 
; however, after verifying 
r husband, he thought it 
yelled 'Allamore.' So as you 
e, local residents haven't 
solved the matter, either.  

t Allamoore or Al
? TxDOT feels 
e both correct.  
one name on 

vel map and 
proved variant 
sign is a way 
press all our 
er's needs.  

r case closed. @
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Employee
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w- Latashia Miller 
Latashia Miller works as a human reso.  
the Dallas District. She is an 18-year T 
She started work in May 1991 at the Ty 

. business administration degree from T 
.. She transferred to the Dallas Distrirt in 

Tyler in 1994 and moved permanently 
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WHAT'S 
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irce specialist for 
:DOT employee.  
ler District with a 
Tyler Junior College, 
1993, returned to 

to Dallas in 1995, 
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MILESTONES

District: 
Abilene 
15 Scott E. Darrow 

Amarillo 
30 Jackie L. Fowler 
15 Florencio S. Maldonado Jr.  
10 Rocky D. Andrews 
5 Aaron C. Johnson 

Atlanta 
15 Jose S. Abelardo; John M. Smith; 

William B. Squyres 
5 Adrian D. Williams 

Austin 
10 Michael M. Caddell; Kon Q. Kwan; 

Seth C. Pennington; Shannon L. Tucker 
5 Scott J. Burdette 

Beaumont 
30 Charlene S. Kent 
25 Andre L. Haynes 
15 David G. Rebert 
10 Darlene L. Boles 

5 Paul A. Brown; Kirk A. Darbonne; 
Joe A. Mendoza 

Brownwood 
5 Larry D. Eoff 

Bryan 
15 Dave A. Cole; Charles R. Mason 
5 Antonio R. Almengor 

Childress 
15 Van N. Criswell 

Corpus Christi 
25 John A. Hernandez; Randal W. Moff; 

William H. Reitmann 
15 Michael A. Trevino; Richard Valderrama 

Dallas 
15 Subreana J. Curry; Kevin J. Smith; 

Jimmy R. Vrzalik 
10 Willie Bolden II; Michael K. Mosley; 

Mark W. Wiley 
5 Craig A. Haley; Tommy L. Henderson; 

Rhonda R. Maddox 

El Paso 
25 Aurelio Saldana Jr.  
10 Victor E. Garcia 

5 Oswaldo Lopez 

Fort Worth 
30 John C. Purpura Jr.  
25 Roy K. Lankford; Chris W. McLain 
15 Michael E. Cater; Albert W. Stein 
10 Peter Cucchiara 
5 Richard Armendariz; Monte J. Jones; 

Juan M. Rodriguez 

Houston 
30 Carlos E. Villalta 
25 Richard T. Lumpkin; Sammie L. Wright 
15 Martin L. Anders; Alfred B. Bishop; 

Stephanie M. Cribbs; Bunard Spivey Jr.; 
James D. Worchesik; King Yuen

10 Jennifer E. Green; James R. Keener; 
Jonathan P. Ryza 

5 William G.Barton; Jimmy R. Bussey; 
Onesimo Carrasco; Bruce G. Hemker; 
Yongqian Lin; Vonceia Reece; 
Kevin B. Reinhardt; Chris C. Rogers; 
Ashley C. Stasny; Linda S. Vance; 
Mohammed Zubair 

Laredo 
10 Jesse J. Gonzalez; Michael W. Graham 

5 Anthony S. Aldaco 

Lubbock 
25 Stevan Perez 
15 Joaquin Ayala; Rodger D. McKenzie 

5 Tamara L. Bryan 

Lufkin 
30 Charles W. Cook 

5 Stephen R. Thornton 

Odessa 
15 Ricardo C. Betancourt; Heather C. Sinclair 
5 Eloy L. Velez 

Paris 
15 Wayne Kelso Jr.; Billy J. Skidmore 

Pharr 
25 Oscar Garcia; Joaquin Gonzalez IlIl 
15 Elma Henriksen; Amy L. Rodriguez; 

Gerardo Vallejo; Tomas Villegas Ill 
10 Ismael Contreras; Edelmiro Perez 

5 Edoardo Espinoza; Jose A. Serrato 

San Angelo 
15 Richard J. Andrews; Diane M. Burnett 
10 Robert H. Bridwell; Raymon C. Cedillo 

San Antonio 
25 David R. Scheel 
20 Freddie G. Esparza 
15 Robert B. Hartmann; Veronica Saavedra 
10 Ryan F. Dreibrodt; Javier C. Rodriguez; 

William J. Thomas 
5 Miguel V. Hernandez Jr.; 

Clayton T. McCulloch 

Tyler 
30 Randall C. Ralson 
20 Roderick A. Allen 
10 Paul C. Burnett; George W. Fleming 
5 Iris B. Brown; David E. Hansen; 

Michael D. Herrington 

Waco 
25 Gregory A. Malatek 
15 Mary L. Howell, Craig Reavis, 

Dale M. Sinkule 
5 Carlos R. Gutierrez 

Wichita Falls 
25 Jim L. Keck; Tommy D. Price 

5 Christopher L. Peters 

Yoakum 
25 David A. Kelley; Tommy D. Parr 
15 Darryl J. Pesek 
10 Manuel R. Isaacs 
5 Kimberly R. Macek

Division/Office/Region: 
Bridge 
5 Courtney E. Holle; Gregory P. Turco 

Civil Rights 
10 Gloria B. Brown 

Construction 
15 Debra J. Barton 
10 Claudia A. Izzo 

5 Jacob L. Foster 

East Regional Support Center 
25 Carlene R. Corbello; Lila L. Peveto 
15 Maria A. Faria Wade; Martha I. Gallegos 

5 Colan D. Dishman 

Environmental Affairs 
5 Larry D. Nuckels Jr.  

Finance 
15 Diana Ruiz 

5 Brian D. Ragland 

General Services 
15 John P. Hummell 

5 Hilton Clark 

Government & Public Affairs 
20 Phyllis R. Chandler-Gordon 

Human Resources 
15 Angela L. Carrizales 
10 Donna K. Smith 

Maintenance 
5 Jeannie L. Lecklider 

North Regional Support Center 
25 Linda L. Akin; Danny C. Weathersby 
20 Laura J. Pierce 
15 Yvetta R. Reddic 

Right Of Way 
5 Charon L. Williams 

South Regional Support Center 
25 James S. Voigt 
15 Miguel Hernandez 

5 Marlon G. Pustka 

Technology Services 
30 James K. Linger 
20 Jennifer Pennington; Frank A. Russell 
15 Lewis L. Tsin 
10 Janet L. Hyndman 

Transportation Planning & Programming 
30 Wayne A. Dennis 
20 Jennifer L. Bierman 
10 Faustino Martinez Jr.  

West Regional Support Center 
25 Kelly J. Roberts 
15 Melinda S. McCandless; Robert W. Stallard 
10 Tony J. Dillon; Susan J. Freres; 

Fernando Herrera 
5 Garland R. McEwin; Nancy L. Reinert; 

Jennifer L. Wright
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MILESTONES
NO

District:
Abilene 
20 Derek S. Pope 
15 Erwin P. Session 
5 Rebecca L. Estrella; 

Cody M. Jones; Guy N. Walker 

Amarillo 
35 Charles E. Smith 
10 Bernardo G. Ferrel; Anselmo Vela 

5 Malcolm B. Coon 

Atlanta 
10 Dana C. Moore 

5 Michelle G. Hall 

Austin 
15 Gary W. Morris 
10 Anson K. Haynes 
5 Santos G. Almaguer; Michael A. Durham; 

Brian E. Matocha 

Beaumont 
30 Mark S. Rutledge 

5 Renwick Z. Byerly Sr.; Darrin D. Lee; 
Ronald A. Willmon 

Brownwood 
10 Dale B. Spurlen 

5 Malcolm D. Williamson 

Bryan 
30 Steven M. Huff 
5 Thomas R. Gilbert 

Childress 
30 Jim L. Fox 
15 Russell D. Favor 
10 Jerry W. Jones 
5 Randy L. Crump 

Corpus Christi 
25 Max A. Lopez 
15 Juan Valenzuela 
10 Renee T. Couture; Frances Garza; 

Cristoval D. Ruiz 
5 Paul J. Alvarez; Joseph Briones; 

Justin B. Butler; Juan G. Delarosa 

Dallas 
15 Siddig M. Dali; Azeemuddin Husain; 

Clifford N. Titus 
10 Carla S. Bates; Adnan A. EI-Saad 

5 William C. Dodson; Robyn N. Levitt; 
Brian A. Richards; Zina White 

El Paso 
25 Ricardo Baeza; Francisco Cordero 
15 Alberto F Dominguez; Rudy Valdez 
10 Jose M. Balcazar 
5 Leonel E. Hernandez 

Fort Worth 
25 Scot D. Smith 
20 Charles E. Fojtik Jr.  
15 Tiffany N. Thomas 
10 Kathryn L. Leatherwood; Ruben F. Torres; 

Curtis W. Wuemling 
5 Delbert J. Hastings

Houston 
40 Lester R. West 
25 Michael J. Warnasch 
20 James C. Bryant 
15 Dana D. Cote; Elvin K. Edwards; 

Lee H. Hamberry; David Houston; 
Osita O. Okoronkwo; Boris Shurin; 
Mark E. Thomson 

10 Romany W. Tony 
5 Hungchieh Chou; David M. Gilbert; 

James E. Henske; Marian R. Jamandre; 
Raymond S. McGuire; 
Danielle M. Robinson 

Laredo 
10 Alberto Chavez Jr.  

5 Daniel A. Hinojosa; Jeffrey Ortiz 

Lubbock 
15 James C. Jackson; Larry Valdez 
5 David T. Martinez Jr.; Clay W. McClellan; 

Diego Ruiz 

Lufkin 
15 Javier Hernandez; Doug Y'barbo 

Odessa 
15 Roy S. Garcia; George R. Salcido; 

Mike Valenzuela 
5 Andrew S. Bustamante; Ernest A. Fuentez; 

Miguel G. Gonzales 

Paris 
15 Jeffery B. Daniels; Kent D. Hall 
10 Jennifer D. Medders; Cynthia E. Smith 
5 Roddy J. Lord 

Pharr 
10 Sharon M. Slagle 
5 Maria A. Cottagoma; Antonio Limones; 

Tomas D. Ochoa; Domingo Rodriguez 

San Angelo 
10 Ralph Gonzales; Cathy C. Jinkins; 

Joe Rebelez Jr.  

San Antonio 
25 Jack E. Persyn 
15 Rodney D. Coursey; Kathy L. Murray 
10 Eliza G. Reyna; Johnny V. Sandoval 
5 Michael A. Wulczyn 

Tyler 
15 Rosa M. Fletcher 
5 Charles E. Cornelius; Bradley H. Smith 

Waco 
15 Duane D. Cowart; Tony R. Love 
10 Stanley R. Hensley; Alva B. Stem Jr.  

5 Kenneth R. Hampton; Carl D. Kasner 

Wichita Falls 
20 Curtis L. Senn 
15 Richard B. Ross 

Yoakum 
10 Charles A. Pate 
5 Ronald L. Gips

Division/Office/Region: 
Aviation 
20 Stephanie A. Kleiber 

5 Jameel F. Joseph 

Construction 
10 John E. Wirth 

5 Morland O. Benningfield 

Design 
25 Charles A. Riou 
10 Christopher G. Lindsey 

5 Brian G. Bradford 

East Regional Support Center 
5 Edgar R. Dimacali; Vilma I. Pantlitz; 

Sheila R. Rhodes; Cynthia C. Rodriguez 

Environmental Affairs 
15 Jenise K. Walton

General Services 
15 Arthur T. Leifeste 
10 Reuben J. Calderon; 

Kent S. Thayer 
5 Larry W. O'Brien

Abel G. Davilla;

Human Resources 
15 Martin E. Anderson 

5 Debra A. Lyon 

Maintenance 
25 Ralph S. Hanson 
10 James D. Sprouse 

North Regional Support Center 
30 Michael D. Bassett 
25 Joyce M. Bujak 
15 Sherri L. Robelia 
10 Vivian A. Springman 

5 John J. Martin 

Occupational Safety 
25 Martha G. Thompson 

Right Of Way 
15 Daniel L. Erwin 

5 Julia Borrego 

South Regional Support Center 
15 Maria H. Gloria 

Technology Services 
30 George M. Shields 
15 Kaye L. Wade 

Traffic Operations 
20 Charles D. Koonce IlIl 
15 Debra D. Vermillion 
10 Cecil M. Johnson; Hazel M. Zepeda 

5 Derryk L. Blasig

Transportation Planning 
30 Herman M. Nelson 
15 Janie S. Temple

& Programming

West Regional Support Center 
5 David A. Alvarado
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District: 

Abilene 
38 Rodney L. Cox 
29 Gary R. Cypert 
24 Michael D. Donaldson 
22 Donny R. Smith 

Amarillo 
30 Kenneth R. Petr 
24 Kendall L. Clawson 

Austin 
33 Daniel L. Smith 

Brownwood 
30 Randy R. King 
24 Robert A. Carroll 
19 Larry M. Schwartz 

Bryan 
23 Robert A. Cochrane 
15 Christine R. Pilgrim 

Dallas 
31 George P. Milligan 
25 Jerry C. Boatwright 

Roger A. Griffith 
15 Robert E. Hill 

El Paso 
33 Cesar Gonzalez

10 Oscar Muniz 

Fort Worth 
32 Steven C. Connell 
30 Robert L. Kinney Jr.  
24 Richard D. Colbert 
14 Ernest F. Gass 

Houston 
31 Billy W. Horky 
23 John P. Vogel 
15 Mauricio Sanabria Lopez 

Laredo 
31 Martha P. Medina 

Lubbock 
30 Luis M. Martinez 
17 Lonnie D. Wagner 

Lufkin 
17 Richard S. Howell 

Odessa 
25 Euel E. Blocker 

Paris 
10 Carey R. Endrizzi 
7 William C. Duty 

Pharr 
30 Jose A. Luna 
29 Esteban Gonzales

Oscar Cantu 
26 Tomas R. Barraz 

San Angelo 
39 Jack D. Lane 
26 Fred M. Bowers 

San Antonio 
46 Elias H. Jimenez Jr.  
37 Curtis A. Rabenaldt 
29 Joseph W. Anders 
26 Ginger R. Jenkins 

Alvin D. Egnew 
21 Jim E. Braziel 
19 Hossein A. Behimehr 

Tyler 
28 Rickey G. Bailey 

Waco 
30 Walter R. Lenart 

Wichita Falls 
21 Mary S. Groth 
12 Glenda M. Shepherd 

Yoakum 
35 Allen R. Hoerig 
33 Marcos H. Enriquez 
31 Porfirio M. Gonzales

Division/Office/ 
Region: 
Construction 
26 Eugene E. May Jr.  

Finance 
31 Norma R. Lopez 
16 Helen A. Gregory 

Human Resources 
19 Norman O. Carter Jr.  

North Regional Support Center 
30 Sharon L. Rejcek 
28 Joyce E. Holzer 

South Regional Support Center 
16 Edward J. Garza 

West Regional Support Center 
28 Mark A. McCollum 

Technology Services 
43 Carolyn P. Veselka 
33 James J. Gardner 

Transportation Planning & Pro
gramming 
27 Jean L. Peterman

RETIREE REPORT

District: 

Abilene 
31 Kevin T. Rivers 

Amarillo 
28 Thomas E. Nagel 
22 Susan R. Brown 
18 Jeffrey W. Pickard 

Austin 
33 Gene C. Rice 
31 Linda D. Grunke 
16 Walter B. Gay Jr.  

Beaumont 
29 Johnny R. Perez Sr.  
13 Percy Gilmore Ill 
6 Timothy J. McCabe 

Bryan 
14 James M. Martin Jr.  
9 James R. Wallace 

Corpus Christi 
17 Kristi A. Gilbertson

12 Maria D. Samudio 

Dallas 
31 Mark L. Ross 
27 Robert Island Jr.  
26 Edward L. Chisenhall 

El Paso 
32 Jorge Gonzalez 
31 Raymond E. Lucero 

Fort Worth 
27 John M. Rosson 
21 Jack E. Reeves 
19 Jimmy C. Vaughan 

Houston 
31 Guillermo I. Moran 
27 Alfred L. Jones 
12 Gideon N. Anyanwu 

Odessa 
30 Homer M. Flores 
25 Richard L. Underwood 

Paris 
33 Ronnie J. Yarbrough

31 Elijah L. Palmer Jr.  
26 Cheryl J. Burt 
13 Linda J. Jacks 

Pharr 
21 Francisco Trevino 
11 Roberto M. Zamorano 

San Antonio 
29 Connie G. Casas 
17 Nancy L. Tarbox 

Tyler 
27 Edith H. Sipes 
23 Jerry W. Linn 

Waco 
26 Steven G. Roseberry 
24 James G. Gremminger 

Division/Office/ 
Region: 
Construction 
31 Rosalinda S. Zamora

22 Robert L. Sarcinella 
19 James M. Barton 

Human Resources 
18 Sara E. Barker 
17 Gloria Jemmott 

East Regional Support Center 
12 Berhane T. Wasse 

North Regional Support Center 
27 Morris K. Young 
10 Jerry D. Nelson 

South Regional Support Center 
30 Laura B. Ashcraft 
22 Virginia E. Walch 

Technology Services 
16 Frances H. Chang 

Transportation Planning & Pro
gramming 
26 Paul P. Douglas
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District: 
Abilene 
Jamie L. Branch 
Administrative Assistant Ill 
Years of Service: 21 yrs. 2 mos.  
DOD: 6/25/11 

Atlanta 
Terry R. Carson 
Engineering Specialist I 
Years of Service: 25 yrs. 9 mos.  
DOD: 6/29/11 

Austin 
Hubert Hausmann 
Transportation Planning Division 
Years of Service: 40 yrs. 1 mon.  
Retirement Date: 3/31/87 
DOD: 1/14/11

Bryan 
Dennis W. Schroeder 
Engineering Tech II 
Years of Service: 20 yrs. 7 mos.  
Retirement Date: 11/30/07 
DOD: 6/19/11 

James W. Starkey 
Engineering Tech 
Years of Service: 40 yrs. 5 mos.  
Retirement Date: 9/30/93 
DOD: 6/12/11 

Paris 
James Burl Robinson 
District Warehouse Assist Mgr II 
Years of Service: 29 yrs. 4 mos.  
Retirement Date: 1/31/98 
DOD: 7/26/11

San Angelo 
Antonio E. Munoz 
Maintenance Tech 
Years of Service: 27 yrs.  
Retirement Date: 1/31/91 
DOD: 7/2/11 

Miguel P. Castellano 
Maintenance Tech 
Years of Service: 28 yrs.  
Retirement Date: 3/31/88 
DOD: 7/20/11

Tyler 
FL. Dunlap 
Title Unknown: (Mt Vernon Mnt) 
Years of Service: 16 yrs.  
Retirement Date: Unknown 
DOD: 7/24/11 

Yoakum 
Young Lynn Barkley 
Title Unknown: (AUS Mnt) 
Years of Service: 35 yrs. 4 mos.  
Retirement Date: 8/31/83 
DOD: 6/9/11

San Antonio's Wurzbach Parkway Extension Project con~inuedfon PageS

" $27 million - Blanco Road to 
West Avenue 

" $49 million - West Avenue to 
Jones Maltsberger 

" $24 million - Jones Maltsberger 
to Wetmore Road

Construction on the two "book 
ends" of the project began in the 
winter of 2010 and is scheduled for 
completion in the winter of 2013.  
The middle section should be com
pleted by the winter of 2015. The 
contractor for both of these projects

is Ballenger Construction Company.  
All three projects include overpass
es at Blanco Road, West Avenue, 
US 281, Jones Maltsberger Road 
and Starcrest Road. @

Long-Serving TxDOT Employee Retires 

the Texas Highway Department on Nov. 2, 1964.  
For the next 46 years, he worked at the Odessa 
District's Fort Stockton office. On Aug. 31, 2011, 

he hung up his safety vest for the last time.  

During his time with the department, there's almost 
nothing he didn't do. He surveyed, worked in the lab, 
took densities, used heavy equipment, designed, super
vised and inspected almost everything that can be in
spected. He also served as Fort Stockton area engineer 
twice. The biggest job accomplished during his career 
was the final 15-mile segment of Interstate 10, west of 
Fort Stockton from 1969 to 1971.In retirement, he's 
continuing to teach inspection classes and has a long 
honey-do list he's whittling down. In summarizing his iei; ,y Mc uua,-, 'ight talks t1 mployee o/tl, 

time at TxDOT he said, "I was always kind of excited Freericksbrg on the/ol site wephere a/n O herpass 
about going to work." @ builr FM 776.

e Al/el Keller Company of 

on Highway 285 is being
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Identified: 
Steven Lawrence of the Dallas District 
was the first to correctly identify the picture 
taken in Dallas for a TxDOT competition at 
I-45 (becoming I-345) and the I-20 interchange.  
Others identifying the location include: Jimmie 
Allen and James Oberlander from the Dallas 
District, Anthony Cochran (BMT), Danny 
Williams (BWD), Leonard Polk and Ken 
Paradowski (HOU), Carol Buckingham-Morris 
(PAR), Bubba Matthews (TYL), Carol 
Campbell (TSD), Paul Rollins and Yuan 
Zhao (BRG), and Jack Stanford, John 
Coffas, Richard Mingus and Tommy 
Soloman (retirees).i
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Sept. 5 

Sept. 20-21 

Sept. 28 

Sept. 29 

Sept. 29-30

Labor Day Holiday (Agency Closed) 

GPA Communications Conference (Austin) 

Texas Transportation Commission Workshop (Austin) 

Texas Transportation Commission Meeting (Austin) 

Rosh Hashanah (optional Holiday)

Oct. 26 Texas Transportation Commission Workshop (Austin: 

Oct. 27 Texas Transportation Commission Meeting (Austin)
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