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UpFRONT

The Whims of Weather G etting rained out isn't necessarily a bad thing-and not just 
in times of drought. On my recent trip to the quiet coastal 
town of Palacios, a pop-up afternoon thunderstorm post
poned a bicycle ride along the seawall lining Tres Palacios 
Bay. But the nature delay allowed for some indoor time

and time travel-in The Luther Hotel, whose core structure dates to 1903.  
The hotel's small history room includes volumes of historical documents, 
letters, and records, along with photographs of such notable 1940s guests 
as Rita Hayworth, Carole Landis, Shirley Temple, and jazz bandleader 
Artie Shaw. Lyndon Johnson once walked these halls, as well.  

While the hotel's heyday has been lost to time and weather, current 
owner Jack Findley welcomes new generations of guests who don't mind 
the quirks of the historic seaside property, which was listed in the Na

tional Register of Historic Places in 2010. He also ex
in a tends an invitation to groups who just want to stop 

Houston in for a look to imagine the glamour that once was.  
getaway! Give Jack a call at 361/972-2312 or email lutherhotel@ 
Details On warpspeedi.net to set up an appointment. If October 

page 6. has you in a spooky mood, ask about his ghost tours.  
There's no time like fall for a peaceful retreat to the 

Texas coast-from South Padre Island's timeless white sands to the newly 
reopened Sea Rim State Park, near our border with The Pelican State.  
In fact, autumn is TH columnist Babs Rodriguez's favorite time to travel 
anywhere in Texas. In this month's Travel Matters (see page 76), Babs lines 
out a worthy road-trip checklist, including a shared sunrise and sunset, 
an impromptu park campfire, and a cheeseboard and paring knife for the 
perfect picnic. See her expanded take on the topic at texashighways.com.  

Also in this issue, beginning on page 46, we feature an excerpt of On 
the Road With Texas Highways: A Tribute to True Texas, a compilation of 
images from former TH Photography Editor Griff Smith's 30-year career 
with the magazine (visit texashighways.com for information on book or
ders, as well as upcoming signings and exhibits). And turn to page 38 for 
a collection of images from sites that hold the promise of awe-inspiring 
fall foliage-weather conditions willing, of course.  

Regardless of nature's plans, we hope you venture out to explore the 
Lost Maples, hike the Guadalupe Mountains, paddle Caddo Lake, or oth
erwise seek the colorful scenes of the season. You never know what other 
cool discoveries await.
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Jill Lawless, Editor

WHERE TO FIND US 
Drop us a line anytime at letters@texashighways.com.  
Find us on Facebook and Twitter.
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Any tips on these spots? 
Let us know on Facebook 
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\Xe welcome a1/ visitors to Corpus Christi. Including 

this little hatchling, an endangered Kemps Ridley Sea Turtle who's now living the good life in 

the waters off Corpus Christi, thanks to the protective efforts of the Padre Island National 

Seashore. Come watch a turtle release during nesting season from April to July. Like us, they 

love to dig in the sand, lounge on the beach, 

feel the warm sun, smell the salty air, 

and take a dip in the 

sparkling waters of 

r Texas. Bring your little 

ones, and don't forget 

the flip flops and a camera, 

because memories are made here.  

VisitCorpusChristiTX.org 
800.766.B EACH (2322)
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but what you will remember most is the warm West Texas hospitality.

J 

FORT DAVIS-A town without a single 
stop light, come experience a little 

"Slice of Ame-icana". An award winning 
State Park, wor d-renowned Observatory, 

National Histori: Site, Botanical Gardens, t 
hiking, biking, camping ] .  

and much more await you.  

fortdavis.com .

Make ALPINE the center of your attention.  
Natural beauty, unique nightlife and shopping, and 
a grand array of hotels and guest lodging make 

. this the perfect staging grounds for 

your West Texas adventure.  

ME ~ visitalpinetx.com
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MIDLAND: Feel the Energy. A great starting point for your 

. . trip to West Texas! Midland International Airport 

s the closest airport to Big Bend National Park.  

visitmidlandtexas. com

J UZ[. Lodging, Dining, Entertainment 
and History; FORT STOCKTON 
has it. Experience our Visitor 

Center, Historic Sites, Museum, Fort Grounds, 
Golf Course, and Unique Shopping oppor

tunities, West Texas style.  

historicfortstocktontx. com

MARFA defies easy .  
explanation, ye' any 

google search y elds " 
thousands of cpinions. Marfa is 

tough to get to-tougher still to ex
plain. But once you arrive, you get it.  

visitmarfa.com _

fE~

PECOS is Hot! Our great location, 
our historic hot spots and our 

colorful activities make Pecos, 
Home of the World's First Rodeo, the 
cool place to visit when 0J 

traveling West Texas.  

pecostx. com

ODESSA-known for breathtaking 
sunsets, wide-open spaces and warm 
West Texas hospitality; you'll enjoy 
shopping, dining, unique cultural 

attractions and events.  
Wish you were here! 

n odessacvb.com 
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Oct 3-4,10-12 - Blithe Spirit at Permian Playhouse - Odessa 
Oct 3-4 - Reeves County Sheriff's Posse BBQ Cookoff - Pecos 
Oct 3-4 - Smoke in the Mountains BBQ & Cabrito Cookoff - Fort Davis 
Oct 4 -Wheels for Meals Charity Bike Ride - Fort Davis 
Oct 10-12 - Chinati Weekend 2014 - Marfa 
Oct 11-12 - CAF AIRSHO - Midland/Odessa 
Oct 17-18 - Old Fort Days - Fort Stockton

Oct 21-23 - Permian Basin International Oi Show - Odessa 
Oct 26 - Marathon 2 Marathon - Fort Stockton 
Oct 31 - Crowley Theater Halloween Show - Marfa 
Nov 1 - Dia de los Muertos on Murphy Street - Alpine 
Nov 2 - Broadway in the Basin: Flashdance the Musical- Midland 
Nov 21-22 -ARTWALK - Alpine 
Dec 5 - Community Christmas Lighting & Fireworks - Pecos
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BRING IT ON HOME! OU NTR

Burning Bright 
Deep in the Heart of Texas 
The stars burn bright in West Texas, 
and so co these premium soy candles.  
Janet Coffman and the folks at Circle 21 Candles 
use the ]nest grade soy wax available mixed with ex
quisitely fragrant oils. They collect wine bottles locally 
in Amarillo and clean, cut, and sand each one by hand.  
The result is a quality, clean-burning candle that will 
bur, for approximately 60 hours.  

Janet's family used to have a ranch in the Texas 
parhancle. The family brand was the inspiration for 
the Circ e 21 Candle logo that is branded on each cork 
w th a ,ot iron-just like they used to do on the ranch!

A c

HAND POURED 
ALL NATURAL SOY 

0 PL" SW 

12 OZL. OF PREMIUM SOY WAX

EASY to 
ORDER:

Orchard Lane 
37851.......$25.00 

Tuscan Sun 
37852.......$25.00 

Moroccan Tile 
37853.......$25.00 

Zen Garden 
37854.......$25.00

shop.texashighways.com 
800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

Or, use the ORDER FORM 
in this issue.  
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7) Merge 
Extraordinary, from springs to peaches 

8) Scenic Route 
Sunlight burnishes a Hill Country barn 

DRIVE 
11) Texas Family 
Natural Bridge's subterranean splendor 

15 ) Detour 
Fall planting season at Wildseed Farms 

18) Made in Texas 
The enduring artwork of Luis Jimenez

20) Texas Wild 
Depart for Gator Country in Beaumont 

PLATES 
23) Travel 
Dining innovation at Trinity Groves 

26 ) Eat 
Food with 'tude at Denton's LSA Burger 

29 ) Drink 
Time for tea at Milagros in Lufkin 

31) Next Weekend 
Make your own history in Comfort

61) True Texas 
The Big Bend's Comanche Moon 

67) Events 
October brings fair season to Texas 

75) Daytripper 
A jam-packed day at the State Fair 

76 ) Travel Matters 
Beat sunrise-and other road-trip tips 

77) Rear View 
Lost Maples State Natural Area

7/7 / / ~' 7 / ~ 7' /77/ ';/"';:K< /7/K" /

Destinations Comfort 8, 31 
in this issue New Braunfels 11 

Fredericksburg 15 
El Paso 18 
San Antonio 
18,46 
Houston 18,67

Austin 18 
Beaumont 20 
Dallas 
23, 67, 75 
Denton 26 
Lufkin 29

Rockport/Fulton 36 
Hill Country 36 
Big Bend 36, 61 
Fort Davis 38 
Guadalupe River 38 
Caddo Lake 38

Daingerfield 
State Park 38 
Vanderpool 38, 77 
Garner State 
Park 38 
Ratcliff Lake 
Recreation Area 38

Guadalupe 
Mountains 
National Park 38 
Buffalo Gap 46 
Austin 46 
Brownwood 46 
Adrian 46

Luck 46 
Galveston 46 
Terlingua 46 
Study Butte 46 
Mountain Home 46 
Fort Stockton 61 
San Angelo 67

PHOTOGRAPHIC PRINTS AVAILABLE Some images in this issue are available as prints in two distinctive formats.  
For more information, call toll-free 866/962-iigt, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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ON OUR COVERS 

FRONT: Paddleboats beckon on Lake 
Daingerfield at Daingerfield State Park in 
Northeast Texas. Photo @ Sean Fitzgerald 

BACK: A 2004 portrait of Austin blues guitarist 
Gary Clark Jr. from Griff Smith's book, 
On the Road With Texas Highways:A Tribute 
to True Texas. Photo by J. Griffis Smith

PHOTO: Michael Amador
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ENTER ONLINE BY OCTOBER 7! 
Go to texashighways.com/contest and 
tell us the name of the park that holds the highest 
peak in Texas, and you could win a Houston getaway! 

Find contest rules and details online. The winner will receive: 

STAY! - Two nights at the Royal Sonesta Houston 

EAT! - Gift card to Springbok Restaurant and Rugby Bar 
- Gift card to Eleven:Eleven Restaurant & Bar 

PLAY! - Two CityPASSes for admission to several attractions 

Our thanks to the Greater Houston Convention and 
Visitors Bureau and their partners for these fabulous prizes!

HOUSTON 
VisitHouston.com 

For more information on Houston, contact the Greater 
Houston Convention and Visitors Bureau at 713/437

5200 or 800/446-8786; www.visithouston.com.
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Get Texas Highways for yourself

TEXAS 
H I G H W A Y S 

The TRAVEL MAGAZINE of TEXAS 

Join us! Get 12 issues chock-full 

of Texas' best getaways, events, 

attractions, and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year 

subscription to Texas Highways 

Magazine is just $19.95 ...  

that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 

members, and business associates 

all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 

Magazine. The first U.S. subscrip

tion (yours or a gift) is $19.95.  

Additional U.S. orders are just 

$17.95 each when ordered at the 

same time.  

TO ORDER BY PHONE, CALL 

800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from 

outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central 

Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 
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American Express 

TO EXPEDITE SERVICE, 

ORDER ONLINE: 

texashighways.com
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Start My Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 
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ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

Just $19.95 for a 1-year U.S. subscription! 
(International subscriptions are $29.95.) Simply return this order form 

in the mail-we'll bill you later.
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'It 's the
perfect gift

Give Texas Highways to a friend 
IYES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! 
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MY NAME _________________________ 
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CITY STATE ZIP 

Send a gift subscription to: Simply return this order form 

in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a card announcing your 
RECIPIENT'S NAME gift directly to your recipient in 

December. All new subscriptions 
ADDRESS will start with the January issue.  

For faster service, please call 
CITY STATE _ ZIP 1-800-839-4997.  

To include more gifts, enclose a list. Just $19.95 for the first U.S. subscription, 

and $17.95 for each additional U.S. order! (International subscriptions are $29.95.) 73N6KSU
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MERGE
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? 

The only reason I could think offor I 
this great honor is that I have been 

living in Texasfor over 40 years.  
That would make me a true Texan! 

DOROTHY HUANG [Extraordinary Texans, September] ' 

/. /7'7 /

OUR 
FAVORITE 
SOCIAL 
M EDIA 
OF THE 
MONTH...  

Texas Top 40, Fred
ericksburg[Sep
tember:Igot mar
ried in that town.  
We go back every 
anniversary with 

our children and 
ride the horse car
riage all over again! 
Olga B. King 

Sam Houston.  
I always look for 
him on I-45.  
He greeted me 
again today! 
#samhouston 
#TexasHighways 
@Doskogirl, 
Twitter

Snack Breaks 
Allowed 

"The People, the Places, 

and Wide-open Spaces" issue 

is something to behold [Sep

tember]. It's jam-packed with 

interesting articles. Once you 

start, it's hard to put it down

even to catch a meal.  

FORREST & MARY LAIN.  
Longvie i 

Water Gardener 
Excellent article on the 

Fort Worth Water Gardens 

[September]. I served as project 

manager for Thos. S. Byrne 

to build the project. One of 

the unusual and unnoticed 

aspects of the project (outside 

of the blocks in the deep pool) 

is that there are no right angles 

or parallel lines in the whole 
project. While doing the deep 
excavation, we encountered a 

lot of "fool's gold," and when 

the structural engineers were 

visiting from New York, they 

gathered a lot of it up and 

shipped it home. They said 

their kids would be the envy 

of all their friends because

they actually owned rocks.  

We also uncovered some old 

railroad sections and I still 

have a piece of rail.  

WAYNE BENNETT.  

Arlington 

Zip-Line Convert 
My husband and I visit 

Texas quite frequently as our 

daughter and her family live 

on a ranch just west of Canyon.  
We were delighted to see that

/

Palo Duro Canyon was elected 

to No. 10 in the Top 40 travel 

destinations [August]. It's 

a favorite spot of ours. We 

have hiked to the Lighthouse 
formation and enjoyed the 

fabulous musical TEXAS.  

An added highlight of our 
recent visit was to "zip line" 

over the canyon. As we are 

both in our 70s, I wasn't 

sure I wanted to attempt this 

experience, but I'm so glad I 
did. It was [continued on page 10

READERS RECOMMEND 

Cool, Clear Boykin Springs 
We spent many days at Boykin Springs during the spring 

and summer when we were younger. The water is crystal clear 
and always ice-cold! I've been back as an adult and nothing 
has changed! The water is still wonderful!! 

JOHNA R. ADAMS, Apple Springs 

Boykin Springs Recreation Area is on Forest Service Road 313 
in the Angelina National Forest on the border of Angelina 

and Jasper counties. Activities include camping, fishing, 
swimming, and non-motorized boating. It's also the trailhead 
for the Sawmill Hiking Trail, a 2.5-mile walk to the ruins of 
the historic Aldrige Sawmill. Call 936/897-1068; www.fs.usda.  
gov/recarea/texas/recreation/recarea/?recid=30o28.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to: 
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com.

OCTOBER 2014 I texashighways.com 7

Follow us on 
Facebook and 
Twitter
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Hill Country 

Old No. 9 Highway 
in Kendall County 

offers a lovely autumnal 

drive. The Block Creek 

Natural Area-six 

miles north of FM 473 
on Giles Ranch Road

and the red barn 

(pictured) are on private 

land, open to the public 

and wildlife photogra
phers for an access fee.  

Continuing two miles 

north of Giles Ranch 

Road, travelers find 

Old Tunnel State 

Park, home to nearly 

3 million Mexican 

free-tailed bats from 

May to November.  

Farther north on the 

road, the Ferdinand 

Hohenberger Farm

stead and August 

Ebers House present 

picturesque examples 

of rock construction.  I 
For more information on 

Block Creek Natural Area, 

visit www.blockcreek 
naturalarea.com; for 

Old Tunnel State Park, visit 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ 

state-parks/old-tunnel.  

8 texashighways.com I OCTOBER 2014 PH OT O: @ Larry Ditto
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u continued from page 7] so exhilarating 
and the scenery was amazing. I just 

can't wait to get back and do it again.  

VALERIE & FRED JACKSON, 

Oshlawa. Ontario. Canada 

EDIT OR'S NOTE: Palo Duro Canyon 
Adventure Park is at 11100 Texas 217, 
next to the entrance of Palo Duro 

Canyon State Park. Call 806/488-2260; 

www.palodurozip.com.  

Fresh-Picked Peaches 
How I wish someone would bring me 

some! When I was a kid, my Grandma 

lived at Albert, near Stonewall. One 

of my favorite memories is all of us kids 

out in the yard sharing a big basket 

of the largest, sweetest, juiciest peaches 

in the world! Juice all running down 

on our shirts and bellies with my 

Grandma hollering, "Y'all better not 

eat too many, you'll get sick!" And 

all 16 of us cousins, eating until well, 
forever! Yummy! 

JOAN MCW IRTER MATTESON, 

TH Facehooh Fan in Dallas 

Drought Buster 
I grew up in the 1950s in West 

Texas. There was a period of time, 

about seven years, when it hardly 

rained at all. The newspaper would 

publish a little list every now and 

then about guaranteed ways to make 

it rain, such as: Wash your car and 

leave it outside with the windows 

down; plan a picnic, a parade, or an 

outdoor wedding; leave the house with 

several windows left up. You get the 

idea. Perhaps your readers can come 

up with a new list for the 21st Century.  

There are some mighty creative people 

out there. Come on, folks. How can 

we make it rain? 

CHESTER V. DICKSON. JR., 

White Oa 

Hat Fan 
Hats off to Clayton Maxwell for 

writing such a fabulous article on 

the Texas Hat Museum [July]. I 

plan on stopping by next time I am 

down that way.  

NANCY ST EVENS. niu enuil
10 texashiga ways.com I OCTOBER 2014
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50 YEARS OF AMAZEMENT x 

f text by HELEN A 

FASCINATING 
FORMATIONS 

Visitors to Natural Brid ge
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STALAGMITES 
AND STALACTITES 

Otherworldly 
patterns inside the 

caves resemble 
melted ice cream 

and undulating 
ribbons. The 

caves are a 
National Natural 

Landmark site.

S THE SMALLEST OF THE COLLEGE STUDENTS EX
ploring a Hill Country cave on March 27,1960,19-year-old 
Orion Knox found himself elected to wriggle first into a 

previously unexplored crevice.  

"It was a really tight little crawlway," he recalls. One 

of eight St. Mary's University students exploring a cave 

on the Wuest cattle ranch in New Braunfels, Orion led a 

group of four down a narrow passage beneath a slab of 

limestone known locally as Natural Bridge.  

"I had to break off some rocks along the way to get through," Orion remembers.  

After he slithered some 60 feet, his headlamp suddenly illuminated a large cavern 

filled with formations created over thousands of years by rain seeping through the 

limestone and depositing calcite upon reaching the cavern. Waxy calcite stalag

mites, looking like towers of melting ice cream, arose from the bottom of the cavern 

while icicle-like stalactites dangled above.  

"It was spectacular," Orion says. "After that, we just kept finding room after 

fantastic room." 

Orion dropped out of school for a couple of years and helped the Wuests turn the 

caverns into a commercial attraction. On July 3,1964, the first tourists took the trek

U 

NATURAL BRIDGE 
CAVERNS 
is at 26495 Natural 
Bridge Caverns Rd.  

in New Braunfels.  

Call 210/651-6101; 
www.naturalbridge 

caverns.com.

12 texashighways.com I OCTOBER 2014 P 3oO : Will van Overbeek



TEXAS FAMILY

180 feet down into Natural Bridge Cav

erns. Families have been oohing and 

aahing ever since.  

Natural Bridge Caverns celebrates its 

50th birthday with offerings greatly ex

panded over the years. Visitors can now 

take several different cave tours, includ

ing a daybreak lantern tour and two ad

venture tours for those who want to ex

perience the caverns much as Orion did 

a half-century ago.  

Natural Bridge Caverns also offers 

non-caving fun. Kids giggle as they 

lose themselves and each other in a 

5,000-square-foot outdoor maze. Adults 

and older children howl down ziplines 

and teeter (safely harnessed) along the 

planks and rope ladders of a 60-foot

tall obstacle-course structure while, 

far below, toddlers balance on a beam 

a few inches from the ground. In Nat

ural Bridge Mining Company, parents 

can buy a bag of dirt embedded with 

treasures, which kids can run through

In a room known as 
Sherwood Forest, a 
cluster of lean, towering 
stalagmites conjure the 
feeling of a real forest.  

a sluice to discover handfuls of rough 

gems and minerals, fossils, and arrow

heads. At Big Daddy's Sweets, kids 

find not only rock candy and saltwater 

taffy but also creamy fudge, Blue Bell 

ice cream scooped in waffle cones, and 

freshly squeezed lemonade.  

The main attractions, though, remain 

the caverns. As we start the Discovery 

Tour (the original 75-minute trek of

fered for 50 years), 37-year-old Travis 

Wuest, who first entered the caverns as 

a baby in his mother's backpack as she 

gave cave tours, points out where Orion 

first glimpsed the vast cavern, along 

with a special stalagmite designated as

a touchstone. Elsewhere, touching the 
delicate cave formations isn't allowed, 

as perspiration and oils from the skin 

can cause damage. But since children 

(and adults) love to grab things, this 
stone lets everyone feel the cave's clay
like texture.  

Inside the caverns, imaginations run 

wild. In a room known as Sherwood 

Forest, a cluster of lean, towering sta

lagmites conjure the feeling of a real 

forest. The Castle of the White Giants, 
announced by a honeycomb of grace

ful little pools, features the cave's larg
est formations, some of which look like 

frozen waterfalls. Nearby lies Grendel's 

Canyon. Might a dragon live in there? 

The Hall of the Mountain King, 350 feet 
long and 100 feet wide, looks like a ca

thedral for cave-dwelling gnomes.  

The second cave tour, Hidden Pas

sages, lasts 70 minutes and descends 

steeply some 18o feet into a second 

cave found about seven years after the

s 
.

- Pedal Palacios 
- Bull Blast, Bay City 

- Market Day on the Square, Bay City , 
- Bubba Fest, Matagorda.  

- Market Day on the Square, Bay City 

Christmas Around the Square, Bay City 
COUNTy C 

Sailabration, Matagorda a s A Shore ThinL)
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TICKETS 
ON SALE 

NOW!

OCT 4 - DEC, 31, 2014 - IRVING, TEXAS 
Featuring gold and silver artifacts from the 
royal tombs of Peru. For a full schedule of 
free lectures, movies, Family Fundays and IRVING 
other special events for the exhibition, visit ARTS 
www.IrvingArtsCenter.com U 
This exhibition is organized in partnership with the 3333 N. MacArthur Blvd National Geographic Museum, Washington, D.C.; the Irving,TX 75062 

SPith so n in nds , titu n 9 r 2 ) 2 5 2 
Perdvian Ministry of Culture; and the Embassy of Peru. Affiiton Prga (972) 252-2787

TEXAS FAMILY

{~ : .
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The conversation 
turns to the cave's blind 
spiders and crickets, 
who have developed 
extra-long appendages 
to help them feel their 
way around in the dark.  

first one opened to visitors. Unlike the 

Discovery Passages, which harbored 

colonies of bats thousands of years 

ago, this cave never did, probably be

cause it was entirely sealed until 

explorers drilling shafts from above 

discovered it. This lack of access likely 

contributed to the cave's delicate forma

tions, explains Travis.  

Thousands of delicate stalactites 

called soda straws decorate the cave's 

ceiling, along with thin, wing-like pro

jections. At the bottom, in the huge Ca

thedral Room, massive drip formations 

resemble a pipe organ. Here, guides 

turn out the lights, and in the darkness, 

nervous laughter echoes from children 

and adults alike, especially when the 

conversation turns to the cave's blind 

spiders and crickets, who have devel

oped extra-long appendages to help 

them feel their way around in the dark.  

What goes down must come up, and 

our calves get a workout on the way 

back up. The caves remain a constant 

70 degrees, but with 99 percent humid

ity, we're sweating by the time we see 

daylight again.  
Cavers still seek new caverns on the 

Wuest ranch, Travis says, and the ex

plorers include Orion, who lives in Aus

tin and says he still loves to poke around 

inside the caverns with his wife, Jan.  

"Anytime we're headed south, we 

swing by the cave," says Orion. "I like 

seeing all the people taking tours and 

knowing that I had a part in making 

it happen." * 

r FIND MORE ONLINE 
J More on Texas' other show caves at 

texashighways.com/family.
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Sowing Seeds 
REVELING IN FALL, AND LOOKING AHEAD TO SPRING AT WILDSEED FARMS 

text by Sofia Sokolove

ESTLED BETWEEN THE LUSH 
farmland and booming wineries 

along US 290 east of Fredericks

burg, Wildseed Farms might have 

caught your eye as you breezed past; 

it's that splash of brightness visi

ble through the low brown wooden 

fencing. In the springtime, with its 

nearly 200 acres of blooming wildflowers stretched out like a 

lush quilt, Wildseed Farms is nearly impossible to miss. And 

while it's a treat to wander through those intoxicating blue and

Fall is the 
season to sow 
wildflower 
seeds for a 
springtime 
bloom.

purple fields in the springtime, in my 

opinion the best time to experience Wild

seed Farms is in the fall. That's because 

fall is the season to sow wildflower seeds 

for a springtime bloom.  

"When people see the beautiful col

ors in the spring, they think, 'I want 

to plant some for myself,'" says John 

Thomas, Wildseed Farms' founder and 

president. "But by spring, it's too late.  

You've got to plant them in the fall."
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PLANTING FOR
BUTTERFLIES 
Exceptfor in the 
dead of winter, 

the fields at Wild
seed Farms bloom 

with seasonal 

wildflowers and 
attract pollinators 
like bees and 
butterflies.  
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DETOUR

John has been in the wildflower 

business for 38 years. A native Texan 

with calloused hands and a friendly 

drawl, John was running a small 

turf-seeding business when he real

ized that there were few sources to sup

ply the wildflower seeds in demand 

by landscape contractors, the public, 

and government entities seeking to 

beautify the roadsides. So, in 1983 

John and his wife, Marilyn, set out 

to create a business that over time has 

become the industry leader in wild

flower seed sales.  

Wildseed Farms has contributed 

seeds for planting thousands of acres 
in Texas, and hosts more than 350,000 

people each year at the center. Despite 

its walking trails, butterfly garden and 

event space, it is not a botanical center.  

It's a working farm, and that's part of 

the experience.  

In the fall, it is an especially busy 

farm, buzzing with the activity of

planting season. Out in the production 

fields, you'll see farmers hard at work 

alongside two pieces of equipment in

vented by John himself: the J-Thom 42 

Wildseeder, which can plant up to 14 va
rieties of wildflowers at the same time, 

and the Vacuum Seed Retriever, which 

harvests ripened seeds. Both were in

strumental in John's commercial suc

cess, by making the seeds available in 

bulk quantities.  

Except for in the dead of winter, the 
farm is in bloom throughout the year,

WILDSEED FARMS 
is 7 miles east of Fredericksburg 

on US 290, midway between 

Stonewall and downtown 

Fredericksburg. Wildseed Farms 

offers free planting seminars 

Sep. 12-14 from 2-4 p.m.  
Call 800/848-0078; www.  
wildseedfarms.com.

and in September and October, yellow 

and orange flowers are the stars of the 
show. Tall rows of sunflowers and yel
low cosmos line the walking trails, as 
do informative placards with details 

about each flower's season and ideal 

growing conditions. Shaded wooden 
benches along the trails are placed 

strategically to offer quintessential 

Hill Country views. You can sit for 
a moment and gaze over the riot of 
color and then follow the expanse of 
farmland to the hills and the horizon 

beyond. You could bring a book, but 

why would you want to? 

At the 7,000-square-foot outdoor mar

ketplace, visitors load carts full of herbs, 
cacti, and succulents before moving on 
to browse the diverse selection of painted 

pots and planters. Fall colors dominate 
the vegetable rows, which overflow with 

gourds, squashes, and pumpkins-and 
where you'll likely find a few of the two 

dozen farm cats lounging.

Funny - Spooky - Wacky - Weird

scarecrow 

es Iva 
Orange, TX 

October 8 - November 1, 2014 
Discover the largest Scarecrow festival in Texas.  

Bring the whole family to see dazzling, unique scarecrow 
designs created with repurposed and recycleable items.

16 texashighways.com I OCTOBER 2014
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Inside, the wood-paneled gift and 

seed shop feels festive, with decorative 

orange and yellow wreaths, pumpkin 

accessories, and Halloween gifts of

fered for sale. There's an old-timey, en

dearingly scattered feel to the shop-on 

one shelf, vintage Bingo boards are dis

played next to a crooked, handwritten 

sign: "Play Old Fashioned Bingo!!!! With 
your Kids and Grandkids."

You can sit for 
a moment and 
gaze over the 
riot of color 
and then follow 
the expanse 
of farmland to 
the hills and the 
horizon beyond.

Gardeners, take note: The back room 

is where it gets serious. Devoted en

tirely to seed sales, the semicircular 

room houses more than go varieties of 

wildflower seeds, plus several special 

mixes organized by region of the coun

try. Wall-to-wall shelves hold small, 

paper seed packets organized by variety 

and labeled by thumbnail photographs 

of the flower in bloom. If you've got a

big property, or a ranch, look for the 

50-pound burlap bags of seeds; Wild

seed Farms sells these to more than 28 

different highway departments around 

the United States.  

After planning and buying seeds for 

your own springtime wildflower gar

den, treat yourself to a beer, glass of 

Texas wine, or a frozen peach Bellini 

from the Brewbonnet Biergarten, an 

expansion of the gift shop that fea

tures soft-serve ice cream, specials 

like "German tacos" (sausage topped 

with sauerkraut and wrapped in flour 

tortillas), and rows upon rows of pick

les and gourmet jams and jellies-all 

available for sampling.  

And don't stress about the planting: 

John promises it's "real simple." Wait 

until October or November, he says, 

then find a spot where the seed is sure 

to hit the soil (mow any tall grass) and 

will get plenty of sunlight, and then 

"just cast it out, and pray for rain." *

INDEPENDENT CE ~' 

A I p

Texas Quilt Museum 
Southwest's only quilt museum 
4 changing exhibits a year 
Store, period garden & mural 
979-968-3104 TexasQuiltMuseum.org 

Pearland., 
"A Perfect Pick" for weekend 
getaways in the Gulf Coast region.  
Special weekend rates available! 
713-436-5595 VisitPearland.com 

Deer Park 
Deer Park the Birthplace of Texas 
Visit the San Jacinto Monument, 
Battleship Texas & Patrick's Cabin 
281-479-1559 DeerPark.org 

Washington on the Brazos 
Visit Where Texas Became Texas 
Independence Hall, Museum, 
Living History Farm 936-878-2214 
WhereTexasBecameTexas.org 

Columbus Folk Fest 
November 7-8 
Texas Revolutionary era re-enactors 
Pioneer camps, music, tours f 
979-732-8386 ColumbusFolkFest.com 

San Felipe de Austin State Historic Site.  
Colonial Capital of Texas est. in 1823.  
Visitors Center, statues, replica log cabin.1 
West of Houston, 1-10 exit #723 
www.VisitSanFelipedeAustin.com
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Viv Luis! 
THE ENDURING ARTWORK OF LUIS JIMENEZ 
text by Gene Fowler

HE EYES OF FIVE-YEAR-OLD LUIS 
Jimenez filled with wonder the day in 

1945 he stood before the dramatic works 
of los tres grandes muralistas-Diego 

Rivera, Jose Clemente Orozco, and 
David Alfaro Siqueiros-at Mexico 

City's Museo de Bellas Artes. The 

paintings of the three great mural
ists kindled Jimenez's creative streak, which later blazed 
into a career as a renowned artist, one of the first to bring 

18 texashighways.com I OCTOBER 2014
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Titefiberglass

cast Progress II 
at the Blanton 

Museum of 
Art in Austin 

reflects Jimenez's 

interest in the 

American West.

Mexican-American art to the atten
tion of the mainstream art world. Best 
known for his polychromed fiberglass 

sculptures, the late artist explored mul
ticultural, working-class themes in his 

work, including Mexican and Mexican

American culture and mythology.  

Jimenez was born and raised in El 

Paso, where he honed his natural artis

tic ability by helping in his father's elec

tric and neon sign-making shop. After 

graduating with an art degree from the 

University of Texas at Austin, he con

tinued his studies in Mexico City. In 

1966, Jimenez headed for New York, 
where he first grabbed the art world's 

attention with a guerilla exhibit, plac
ing his work in the renowned OK Har

ris Gallery when he found it empty be
tween shows.  

"He was an American artist who 

never forgot his Mexican heritage," says 
Susan B. Jimenez, Luis' widow. "Be

cause he came of age in the '60s in New 

York, a lot of his fundamental work was 

around the country's social issues of the 

time." 

After five years building his career 

in New York City-including an exhibi

tion at the Whitney Museum of Ameri

can Art-Jimenez headed back to the 

< Southwest, eventually establishing a 
studio in an old schoolhouse in Hondo, 
New Mexico. There, he continued to 

work, receiving commissions and ex

hibiting at museums and galleries, until 

he died at the age of 65 in 2006, the re

sult of a tragic studio accident.  

A number of Jimenez's distinctive 

sculptures are on display today in his 

native state. Plaza de los Lagartos (Plaza 
of the Alligators), installed in El Paso's 

San Jacinto Plaza in 1995, re-creates a 

scene from the artist's childhood. From 

1889 to 1965, alligators lived in a plaza 

pond, fascinating the young Luis. His 

sculpture of four cavorting gators, one 
flailing upwards with its stubby front 

legs outstretched as if beseeching the 
desert for water, is currently undergo

ing conservation, with reinstallation 

anticipated early next year.  
Created shortly after his return to the

PHOTO: Will van Overbeek
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MADE IN TEXAS

Southwest, End of the Trail (with Electric 

Sunrise) is in the Chemistry and Com

puter Science Building at UT-El Paso.  

The fiberglass sculpture portrays a Na

tive American slumping forward on his 

horse; the sunset under the horse is illu

minated by 1930s marquee bulbs. Sati

rizing 19th-Century American art and 

literature that predicted the demise of 

Native Americans, the piece is one of 

several of Jimenez's works that chal

lenge traditional Western myths.  

Versions of the artist's brightly col

ored 1990s sculpture Fiesta Dancers 

stand outdoors at UT-San Antonio's 

University Center and near Cougar 

Woods Dining Hall at the University 

of Houston. Moody Park in Houston 

features one of Jimenez's best-known 

works, Vaquero. This pistol-waving 

Latino glued to the saddle of an out

law bronc rounds out the history of the 

American cowboy, highlighting the 

fact that the first buckaroos originat

ed in Mexico.  

WHERE TO VIEW 
LUIS JIMENEZ ART 

San Jacinto Plaza, El Paso.  

Call 915/212-0110; 

www.elpasotexas.gov/mcad.  

* UT- El Paso's Chemistry and 

Computer Science Building.  

Call 915/747-5892; www.cs.utep.edu/ 

DeptCS/department.html.  

* UT-San Antonio's University 

Center. Call 210/458-4735; 

www.utsa.edu/uctr/.  

. University of Houston Cougar 

Woods Dining Hall, UH campus.  

www.uh.edu/student-life/dining.  

* Moody Park, Houston. Call 

832/395-7000; www.houstontx.gov/ 

parks/ourparks/moodypark.html.  

K The McNay Museum, San 
Antonio. Call 210/824-5368; 

www.mcnayart.org.  

* The Blanton Museum of Art, 
UT-Austin. Call 512/471-7324; 

www blantonmuseum.org.

Another of Jimenez's best-known 

works, Man on Fire (1969, cast in 1999) 
is on display in San Antonio at the 

McNay Museum. "He's based on the 

historical figure of Cuauhtdmoc, who 

was an 18-year-old that organized the 

Mexicans, after Montezuma had led 

them into the city, and they drove the 

Spaniards out of the city," the artist ex

plained in a 1994 [continued on pace 66n

Luis Jimenez 
explored multicultural, 
working-class themes 
in his work, including 
Mexican and Mexican
American culture 
and mythology.
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FREE Concern SATURDAY 
. Los Amigos ASG FREE Concert! 
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C Donahew - Fireworks 
Band (weather Permitting) 
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Less than a 3 hour 
drive for 80% 

of Texans!

/

Alligator Alley 
GATOR COUNTRY'S REPTILE REFUGE IN BEAUMONT 
text by Helen Anders

IG AL LOOKS AS THOUGH HE MIGHT 
be dozing at the edge of his murky pond.  
Closer inspecticn reveals, however, that 
the 1,000-pound alligator keeps a wary 

eye open just a slit, scrutinizing a group 
of visitors hovering behind a ch ain-link 
fence Big Al didn't get to be 80 years old 
by ignoring his surroundings.  

Believed to be the largest alligator in captivity in Texas, the 
13-foot, 4-inch Al resides in his own pond at Gator Country,

GATOR AID 
Gator Country 
provides a home 
for rescued 
alligators and 
educates the 
public about 
the reptiles.

20 texashighways.com I OCTOBER 2014
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TEXAS WILD

Visitors to Gator 
Country can see nearly 
400 alligators living 
in and around nine 
fenced ponds across 
the 15-acre facility.  

an alligator rescue habitat and tourist 

attraction about 15 miles southwest of 

downtown Beaumont.  

Al was among about a thousand alli

gators abandoned when another attrac

tion located at this site closed in 1998.  

In 2005, Gary Saurage, a gator hunter

turned-conservationist, took over the 

property and found Al and one other 

gator still hanging around. Appar

ently, the others had escaped back to 

the bayous.  

Saurage, who grew up in Louisiana 

bayou country, spruced up the old-tim

ers' home and started adding residents 

by rounding up what the Texas Parks 

& Wildlife Department calls "nuisance 

alligators"-those that show up where 

they're not wanted. Visitors to Gator 

Country can now see nearly 400 alliga

tors living in and around nine fenced 

ponds across the 15-acre facility.  

"We just love the animals," Saurage 

says. "This is the last remaining dino

saur. It's great for me, being able to go 

and pick up these alligators that are 

in people's yards and pools. Instead of 

killing that animal and making boots 

and belts out of him, we give him a 

place to live." 

Most of the resident reptiles hail 

from bayou-laced Southeast Texas, 

but Saurage has captured others as far 

away as Odessa. They blanket the 

grounds, some gliding through ponds 

with only their snouts exposed, others 

standing still on grassy banks, often 

with mouths open in the appearance 

of a grin. In fact, the gators stand so 

motionless that visitors suspect some 

might be stuffed.  
"People say, 'Are those real gators?'" 

Saurage says. "Yes, they are real."

Gator Country keeps the alligators in 

ponds based on their size. There's a bio

logical rule among the inhabitants. "If 

another gator is two feet shorter than you, 

you can eat that gator," explains Tyler 

Lacina, a wildlife biology student who 

interned at Gator Country last spring.  

Lacina points out an eight-foot gator 

that recently graduated to an area 

with bigger pond-mates. Not quite

measuring up to the length of his com

rades, the new gator seems aware of 

this law of the pond, spending most of 

his time submerged underwater. (Al

ligators can stay underwater for a little 

more than two hours.) 

Showing of-the other ponds full of ga

tors, Lacina tells us these reptiles can 

run 22 miles -er hour on land and can 

swim at 13 mph.

OCTOBER 2014 1 texashighways.com 21



TEXAS WILD

When you touch one, hogs, beef, and chicken; donors provide 
you'll find alligators most of the meat. The park buys about 
have very soft bellies, 30,000 pounds of dry dog food a year to 
although the ridges sell to visitors as gator feed ($2 for a few 
on their backs are hard. cups of feed).  

Gator Country is also home to other 
rescued reptiles. In addition to the 

"They're very quick, very agile, and gators, we find a pen of hefty Afri
they can turn on a dime," he says. Gator can sulcata tortoises-they weigh be
Country's inhabitants dine on feral tween 35 and 100 pounds-lumbering

slowly around in the sun, looking 
like boulders on the move. And in
side the gift shop sit cages filled with 
snakes, including a fat Burmese Py
thon whose former owner let it get so 
obese that the Gator Country staff put 
it on a diet, presenting its meal of dead 
rats every three weeks instead of every 
two weeks.  

Gator Country urges visitors to in
teract with the alligators-safely. In 
addition to watching the creatures, you 
can take photos with alligators, hold 

baby alligators and snakes, sit astride a 

gator (gently), and, weather permitting, 
swim with a gator that's about four feet 

long and has its mouth taped shut. The 
swimming takes place in a small, ce
ment-floored pool. You're not expected 
to wade into a muddy pond with the 

reptile, like something out of the Swamp 
People reality TV show.  

When you touch one, you'll find alli

gators have very soft bellies, although 
the ridges on their backs are hard.  
There's nothing slimy about them.  
What can be slimy is the mud that 
follows rains in Beaumont. Unpaved 
Gator Country can get pretty muddy, so 
choose footwear accordingly.  

Gator Country's staff members carry 
an infectious love for gators that easily 
rubs off onto visitors. "I really like al

ligators," Lacina says. "They're very 
protective of their babies." In guarding 
their nests in the wild, he says, mother 

gators don't move or eat for 60 days. Al

ligators can breed throughout their full 
life span, typically 30 to 50 years in the 
wild. In captivity, Lacina adds, alliga
tors can live to the age of 100.  

Big Al just might make it. * 

GATOR COUNTRY 
is at 21159 FM 365, about 17 miles 
southwest of downtown Beaumont 

and just north of 1-10. Admission is 

$15 for adults, $12 for children ages 
2-12, and $11 for seniors. Hours vary 
seasonally. Call 409/794-9453; 
www.gatorrescue.com.
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N A SUNNY SATURDAY AFTE R
noon at Trinity Groves, the 

spectacularly busy dining and 

retail development at the foot of 

the Margaret Hunt Hill Bridge 

in West Dallas, the mood is 

that of a holiday in the park.  

Between the families sitting 

on decks with kids, couples 

on dates, young singles with 

leashed dogs, and most everybody sipping something cool or 

eating something delicious, this certainly feels like a party.  

That a buzzy new quarter would replace an industrial area 

in the shadows just west of downtown Dallas seemed un

thinkable just a few years ago. But today, Trinity Groves eas

ily serves as impressive reassurance that the long-planned im

provements along the Trinity River give Big D new sparkle.  

Even the entrance seems dramatic: Reaching Trinity 

Groves from downtown and the Design District requires trav

eling west beneath the magnificent soaring arch of Spanish 

architect Santiago Calatrava's stunning suspension bridge.  

And running parallel to the Calatrava bridge, a new pedes

trian park and plaza on the refurbished 1933 Continental Av

enue Bridge opened in June, affording visitors a place to play 

bocce ball, practice yoga, run through a misting fountain, and 

take in a new view of the Dallas skyline.

TRINITY GROVES 
unfolds along both 

sides of Singleton 

Blvd., between Gulden 

Ln. and Beeville St., 

just west of downtown 

Dallas. The restaurant 

complex, at 3011 

Gulden Ln., faces 

Singleton, with 

parking entrances 

on Singleton and 

Gulden. See www.  

trinitygroves.com.

At the heart of Trinity Groves is a vi
brant, 15-acre dining complex created 
via the Restaurant Concept Incuba

tor program, a groundbreaking project 

spearheaded by entrepreneur Phil Ro

mano. Romano is the concept man be

hind such success stories as Fuddruck

ers, Macaroni Grill, Nick & Sam's, and 
EatZi's, and he left few details to chance.  

Romano and his partners offer chef

restaurant entrepreneurs a leg-up with 

this innovative incubator. Here's how 

it works: To win support from Roma

no's team, an applicant's concept must 

demonstrate a thoughtful and sustain

able theme and menu, operate within 

a set budget, and fit into the required 

space at Trinity Groves. If the concept 

is approved, the Trinity Groves team 

assists with the menu, staffing, and de

sign of the restaurant, investing as much 

as $500,000 in the restaurant's finish

out and start-up costs in exchange for 

a 50 percent ownership. There are no 

guarantees, but if the concept works, 

it has the opportunity to grow. If it
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TRAVEL

flops, another concept quickly replaces it.  

The first wave of restaurants, which 

began in late 2012 with Babb Bros BBQ 

& Blues, has grown to more than a doz

en, including concepts revolving around 

hot dogs, baked potatoes, seafood, Span

ish tapas, a cake bar, tamales, artisan 

chocolates, Asian street food, and craft 

beer. One idea has a built-in variable: a 

concept known as Kitchen LTO, which 

reinvents itself every four months with 

a different up-and-coming chef, interior 

design, and menu.  

The district offers more than places 

to dine, though. Four Corners Brewing 

Company brings in the crowds for its 

Saturday tours, as does The Workroom 

and Gallery 422, a place to shop for art 

and custom furniture. There's also the 

Little D Farmers Market, which opens 

three Sundays a month.  

At lunch and dinner hours, naturally, 
the action centers on the restaurants. Al

most instantly a favorite at its opening in

Reaching Trinity Groves from 
downtown requires traveling 
west beneath the magnificent 
soaring arch of Spanish architect 
Santiago Calatrava's stunning 
suspension bridge.  

Trinity Groves last fall, Casa Rubia brings 

a fresh approach to Spanish fare. Chef 

Omar Flores focuses much of his atten

tion on seafood, offering a paella creation 

that he changes daily. Landlubbers, mean

while, find delight in his tapas starter: 

corn croquettes flecked with chorizo and 

Manchego cheese, dipped in a charred 

oregano aioli. Next, an entree plate of 

lamb ribs with roasted heirloom carrots 

and mint provides substantial comfort.  

A few doors down, Resto Gastro Bistro 

introduces a bit of flash with sparkling 

chandeliers mixed with rustic woods.  

Innovations from the kitchen include 

corn dogs filled with lobster mousse

and fried crab cakes with roasted baby 

artichokes. Nearby, a place called Souk 
offers Moroccan dishes such as a goat 

cheese cigar (a tightly wound phyllo 

pastry, filled with cheese and sun-dried 

tomato) and a Moroccan lamb sausage 

called marguez, served with onions, 

harissa, and couscous.  
Another big hit, LUCK (Local Urban 

Craft Kitchen) specializes in a craft beer 

selection and foods that match well. Ex

amples include the soft handmade pret

zels with beer-cheese fondue, or an en

tree dish of shrimp and stone-ground 

cheese grits, complete with Creole 

sauce, green onion, and a fried egg.  

Sitting on any of these patios while 

gazing at the comings and goings of 

patrons at each adjacent bistro, it's 

clear that revitalized West Dallas and 

the Trinity Corridor engineers hit the 

jackpot. Watching the party continue as 

Trinity Groves expands promises to be 

endless entertainment. *

Crazy Street Art Crazy Fossil Dig

.  
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Crazy Good Music

2CT. 2-4 - TOMMY ALVERSON'S FAMILY GATHERING 
2CT. 4 - CLARK GARDENS FALL FESTIVAL & HALF-MARATHON/5K 
oCT. 11 - CRAZY WATER FESTIVAL 
oCT. 18 - MINERAL WELLS CRAZY KICKER 
N2Y. 1 - CRAZY FOSSIL DIG
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LSA Burger Tunes In 
DENTON'S FAMOUS BURGERS, WITH A SIDE OF MUSIC 
text by Jennifer Babisak

HILE AUSTIN HAS 
dubbed itself the 

"live music capi

tal of the world," 

Denton-home to 

the University of 

North Texas' re

nowned College 

of Music-qui

etly plays on as a 

world-class incubator of musical talent. With a rootsy vibe that 
locals describe as "Austin circa 1978," Denton has nurtured the 

careers of notable artists like Meat Loaf, Roy Orbison, Norah 

Jones, and recent Grammy winner Snarky Puppy.

1 

LSA BURGER 
LSA Burger Co. is 
at 113 W. Hickory St.  
in Denton. Call 

940/383-1022; 
www.Isaburger.com.

So when the popular Denton Inde

pendent Hamburger Company set to 
close its doors after decades on the 
downtown square, Texas singer-song
writer Jon Christopher Davis and his 

business partner John "Sparky" Pear

son knew they'd found the perfect loca

tion for a restaurant celebrating Texas 

music. "Texas music is a big ol' bowl of 

alphabet soup," says Davis, "and we want

ed to pay homage to the legends." The 

two named their restaurant after Davis' 

popular honky-tonk tribute to Texas 

bravado, the song "Lone Star Attitude." 

With LSA Burger Co., which opened 
in November 2013, Davis and Pearson 

sought to honor the musicians of Texas' 

past and provide a performance venue 

for emerging new talent, all while 

cranking out creative burgers and serv

ing local brews.  

When my husband Matt and I visit 

LSA Burger during a recent weekend 

getaway, our first dilemma is deciding 
where to sit. LSA's interior provides 

sleek red booths punctuated with mu

sic-centered art like concert posters and 

albums from Texas artists such as Meat 

Loaf and Buddy Holly. And there's the 

piece de resistance-a sprawling mural 

titled The Great Texas Supper, which cov

ers most of the restaurant's eastern wall.  

Modeled after the Leonardo Da Vinci 

painting, the mural features a laughing 
Jesus sharing burgers and fries with 12 

Texas musical greats, including George 
Jones, Janis Joplin, and Willie Nelson.  

Above the steel-topped bar hangs a 
large-scale sculpture called Texas In

struments. It features wire mesh fash

ioned in the shape of Texas and filled 

with a collage of instruments including 

guitars, violins, horns, and amplifiers.  

A strategically placed guitar painted 

with a lone white star pays subtle trib

ute to Denton's place on the map.  
Even a trip to the bathroom proves 

entertaining. The restroom door boasts 

a life-size print of Uvalde's Dale Evans, 
the "Queen of the West," wearing a 
fringed gold shirt, white cowgirl boots, 
and a wide-brimmed hat. I'm excited to 

tell Matt that one stall featured a framed
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The menu features an array 
of burgers named after 
Texas musicians, like the 
Stevie (blue cheese, bacon, 
and hot sauce) and the 
Chili Willie (chili, cheddar, 
onion, and serranos).  

black-and-white photo of Tripping 

Daisy, a Dallas pop-rock band whose 

career he followed in the 1990s. Music 

trivia plays over the bathroom speakers, 

so while freshening up, I learn about the 

early years of Eagles legend and Gilmer 

native Don Henley.  

But we decide to forsake the artwork 

and air conditioning in favor of live 

music on the rooftop patio. The balmy 

evening beckons us up two flights of 

stairs painted to resemble piano keys.  
On the roof, we find a wooden bar dec
orated with album covers from Davis' 

personal collection and topped off with 

a beer-bottle chandelier.  

We're also mesmerized by one of the 

best views in Denton, as the stage over

looks the 1895 courthouse. That struc

ture's blend of Romanesque Revival and 

Second Empire architecture provides 

a striking backdrop for the musicians 

who take the stage four nights a week.  

We have a bird's-eye view of the bus

tling square, watching pedestrians me

ander between the antiques stores and 

specialty shops. Fiddles abound on the 

courthouse lawn, where impromptu 

concerts seem de rigueur. Families and 

groups of friends toss footballs and Fris

bees, while we simply relax and enjoy the 

prime people-watching vantage point.  

Meanwhile, local legends Bonnie 

and Nick Norris take the stage, playing 

original folk and country tunes as well 

as covering works ranging from Patsy 

Cline to Henry Mancini. I appreciate 

the upright bassist's devotion all the 

more after watching him lug that hulk

ing instrument up so many piano-keyed 

stairs in the summer heat.  

The menu features an array of burg
ers named after Texas musicians, like

~: .:'i

STAY MORE. EARN MORE.  
Earn 1,000 Best Western Rewards® Points For Each Night, Up To 4 Nights* 

Reward Yourself in Texas 
" Join Best Western Rewards, our FREE rewards program.' 

" February 1 through December 31, 2014, members earn 
1,000 bonus points for every qualified night** they stay at a 
participating Best WesternO hotel in Texas, for up to 4 nights! 

" After staying 4 qualified nights you will earn 4,000 points, that's more than 
half way towards awards such as a $25 retail gift card or a free night.

*Visit bestwesterTexas.com/highways for complete terms and condition. 4 000 point maximum per Best Western Rewards guest, 1,000 points per qualified 
night up to 4 nights maximum **A "qualified night" is defined as one night at a Best Western branded hotel in Texas at a rate eligible for earning points 
or partner rewards through Best Western Rewards. All Best Western Rewards program rules apply. See bestwesternrewards.com for additional program 
terms. For a list of most current properties, local attractions, and events visit bestwesternTexas.com Amenities vary by location. Best Western and the 
Best Western marks are service marks or registered service marks of Best Western International, Inc. 2013 Best Western International, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Each Best Western® branded hotel is independently owned and operated.
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BIG BEND: NO PLACE TO THINK SMALL.  

C,,

START YOUR FALL 
VACATION BUCKET LIST 

IN CONROE 

M WISH #25. Laissez les bons temps rouler 
(let the good times roll) 

CONROE Shout, "AIEEE!" while feasting 2 
G AS on bayou-fresh Cajun cuisine 

during this 3-day festival.  

Continuous live music is 

perfectly complemented by 

a visit to the Go Texan Wine 

Area, or sampling the wares of 

the eclectic group of vendors.  
R O Mark your calendars for 

October 10-12 and book 
your hotel today.  

Plan your East Texas 
trip with our 24 page 
Vacation Guide! CONRDE 

T E X A S 4 
1-877-426-6763 /isitconroe

EAT 

FIND MORE ONLINE 
A chat with co-owner Jon Davis at 

texashighways.com/eat.  

the Stevie (blue cheese, bacon, and hot 
sauce) and the Chili Willie (chili, ched
dar, onion, and serranos). The "Not 

Burgers" section tempts us with offer

ings like the Janis (a crab cake, arugula, 

and pickled red onion combo) and the 
Norah (a Mediterranean-style marriage 

of grilled lamb, feta cheese, and tomato).  
For vegetarians, the Bohemian features 

a spicy brown-rice-and-black-bean patty 
topped with pepper jack cheese, spin

ach, and tomato.  

Since Matt orders a classic Way
lon burger-topped with lettuce, to

mato, pickles, and onions-I decide to 

branch out and order tortilla soup. The 
steaming soup, thick as stew, brims 

with chunks of avocado, gooey strings 
of melted cheddar, and spices such as 

cumin and chile powder.  

We also share an order of garlic Par

mesan-and-parsley French fries. After 

tasting one, I pause a moment, weighing 

my words before pronouncing, "These 
are the best fries I've ever had!" The 

Parmesan adds such delicate richness 

that we don't even dream of adding a 

squirt of ketchup.  
Come sunset, the patio's tin ceiling 

and the courthouse's sprawling oaks 
twinkle with hundreds of white lights, 
making the scene even more magical.  

Relishing the golden glow falling upon 
the stage and the salty pucker of a mar

garita, I think of the lyrics to a classic 
Willie Nelson song: "The life I love is 
making music with my friends. And I 

can't wait to get on the road again." But 

I have to disagree with Willie this time; 
I'd be content to stay here at LSA Burger 
for a long while. * 

We're mesmerized by 
one of the best views 
in Denton, as the 
stage overlooks the 
1895 courthouse.

28 texashighways.com I OCTOBER 2014



DRINK

Tea Time in Lufkin 
REFINED REFRESHMENT AT MILAGROS TEA HOUSE 

text by Jennifer Babisak

WARE THAT SOCIAL 
graces are slipping the way 

of 140-character messages 

and strings of acronyms, I 

decide that my daughters 

(ages 7 and 3) need a preemp

tive strike of civility. I think 
it's high time we drink in the 

culture of a proper teahouse, 

which we find on a recent 

getaway to Lufkin. My mom joins us for a tri-generational tea 

party at Milagros Tea House & Gifts, which operates from a 

1920s sea-gray frame house on the edge of the city's historic

MILAGROS 
TEA HOUSE & GIFTS 
is at 135 E. Denman 

Ave. in Lufkin.  

Call 936/637-0809; 
www.milagros 
teahouse.com.

district. Complete with a picket fence 

surrounding its tree-shaded grounds, 
Milagros evokes the relaxed gentility of 

the English countryside.  

Milagros doesn't serve dinner, so we 

won't be having "high tea"-an often

misunderstood term that refers to a 

hearty after-work meal served on high 

tables. And though we arrive before 

noon, our meal isn't technically "elev

enses," either, since that form of tea con

sists of a light morning snack, such as a 

biscuit with honey. No, we're here for a 

Texas-style "lunch tea" (by reservation 

only) of sandwiches and sweets similar 

to what the Brits consider "low tea"

though across the Atlantic you're likely 

to see this served in the afternoon.  

Convoluted terminology aside, we're 

joining along line of tea enthusiasts. Leg

end says that humans have been sipping 

tea since 2737 BCE, when Chinese Em

peror Shen Nong discovered its pleasures 

by accident when camellia leaves fell into 

his pot of boiling water. The East main

tained its exclusive hold on tea until 1662, 

when Catherine of Braganza wed Eng

land's King Charles II and popularized 

tea in Britain. Once tea crossed the At

lantic, Americans put their own spin on 

the beverage, often serving it over ice and 

sweetened with sugar.  

After passing through a gift shop of

fering hundreds of varieties of loose

leaf teas and boxes of silk-infuser bags, 

along with accessories such as teacups, 

teapots, trays, and decorative spoons, 

we make our way to a table in one of the 

teahouse's four dining rooms. Three are 

decorated with lace tablecloths, fresh 

flowers, Victorian-style art, and an

tiques, but one room-the burgundy

walled Rooster Room-has been out

fitted with men (and children) in mind, 
with plaid drapes, rooster-themed va

lances, and French doors for sound 

insulation.  

We sit in the Fireplace Room-its 

buttery yellow interior enhanced with 

antique plates and a curio cabinet filled 

with vintage crystal stemware. When 

owner Mona Hill notices my daugh

ter rocking an antique doll resting in a 
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carriage beside the fireplace, she men

tions that many children bring their 

own dolls to tea, and that she keeps a 

stash of booster seats so that the dolls 

can join girls at the table.  

Our table features red placemats ac

cented with antique ivory lace. Gloves 

rest at each place setting, and the girls 

delight in choosing between vintage 

blush-hued opera-length gloves and

Milagros serves far 
more than tea, and in 
fact features a full menu 
of brunch, lunch, and 
afternoon-tea items.  

shorter black lace ones. We each re

ceive a small white teapot filled with 

our choice of 30 teas, and we drink from

S y

Asma

16 MILES SO U T H OF BIG D 
is a beautiful and unique community that 
sets the perfect stage for your next family 
reunion or gathering. In just 15 minutes or 
less, you'll find: 

" exceptional local flavor 
" boutique shopping 
" mega churches 
" meeting spaces 
" parks, walking trails & family activities 

.e .. - -rr . ..-r~ s
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www.ReunionCopitalofTexas.com T E A S

mismatched cups of various origins.  

The girls sip cold strawberry hibiscus 

tea (with a dash of Sprite for bubbly fun) 
from pink, heart-shaped teacups; and 

my mom and I sample a few hot vari

eties, comparing the creaminess of Co

conut Chocolate Truffle with the light, 
earthy flavor of Tupelo Honey Fig. As I 

sip from a teacup painted with blue and 

yellow orchids, Hill mentions that the 

cup had belonged to a customer who 

frequented Milagros with her daugh
ter. One day, the daughter came to tea 

alone, bearing a box of china teacups.  
"I think Mom would want you to have 

these," she said, as she informed Hill of 

her mom's passing.  

Milagros serves far more than tea, 
and in fact features a full menu of 

brunch, lunch, and afternoon-tea items, 
including gluten-free options and 

hearty fare like chicken enchiladas.  

We adults share a sampler called the 

Taste of Milagros, a feast of spinach and 

bacon quiche, creamy broccoli salad, 
a house salad studded with fruit and 

feta cheese, and a classic Waldorf salad 

with butter lettuce, apples, sliced celery, 
and toasted walnuts. The girls munch 

on Nutella sandwiches, grilled cheese 

bites, and a fruit medley served in pink 
Depression-glass parfait glasses. And 

we finish our meal with Milagros' 
famous chocolate cobbler-a rich con

coction of cocoa and butter topped with 

whipped cream and served in petite 

crystal demitasse cups.  
As the girls lick the last crumbs of 

cobbler-their chocolate-smeared faces 

indicating an etiquette lesson still in 

progress-Mom and I smile and think 

how lovely it would be to enjoy teatime 

together more often. Hill encourages 

us to adopt the practice at home, and so 

we revisit the gift shop on our way out.  
I breathe in the floral notes of China 

Lemon Rose and the spicy aroma of 

Organic Red Upaya before selecting 

anise-heavy Chelsea Chai and mari

gold-studded Summer Royal. With our 

new stash of fine tea, I look forward to 

replicating the tea experience at home 

with my family. *
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NextWeekend COMFORT

HOPPERS BROWSE CLOTHING RACKS 
inside a 19th-Century drugstore. Diners 
feast in a repurposed post office that was 
built in 1910. Antiques hunters admire doz
ens of chandeliers hanging from the arched 
ceiling of a 1960 former church.  

Creativity has long defined the little Hill 
Country town of Comfort, on the banks of 

placid Cypress Creek. Settled in 1854 by German immigrants 
who called themselves Freethinkers, Comfort provided an 
intellectual refuge from their homeland's religious rigidity.  
Visit Comfort today, and you're likely to wind up shopping, 
dining, and sleeping in buildings that date to the 1800s and 
early 1900s, because later generations were smart enough not 
to demolish them and resourceful enough to keep repairing 
and reusing them.

COMFORT 
For information 

about visiting Comfort, 
call the Comfort 

Chamber of Commerce 

at 830/995-3131; 
www.comfortchamber 

ofcommerce.com.

Freethinking is alive and thriving in 
Comfort. About a 20-minute drive from 
Fredericksburg, Kerrville, and Bandera, 
Comfort offers an excellent base for Hill 
Country exploration, but it's also worth a 
weekend on its own. October provides an 
additional reason for visiting: the Scare

crow Invasion, when scarecrows fill the 
town's sidewalks and yards, each more 
elaborate than the next.  

Outside of festival dates, such as the 
annual Comfort Village Fall Antiques 
Show on October 18-19, weekends offer 
a chance to explore Comfort's culture 

without large crowds. (Be aware that 

many shops are closed early in the

Houston 
240 miles; 
3.5 hours

Fort Worth 
250 miles; 
4.25 hours

San Antonio 
47 miles; 

50 minutes

Amarillo 
460 miles; 
6.75 hours

El Paso 
500 miles; 

7 hours

PIZZA AND PEDALS 
/x After fueling up 

with a meal at 

Comfort Pizza, 

rent one of the 

eatery's bikes for 
a ride through 

Comfort's historic 

downtown.

PHOTO: Michael Amador
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week.) And you can easily walk among 

many of the shopping and dining desti

nations, which are clustered along sev

eral square blocks of the historic High, 

Main, Broadway, and Water streets.  

High Street holds all sorts of sur

prises. Start with a cappuccino and an 

Earth Cookie-a bowl of Greek yogurt 

and granola, topped with berries and a 

sweet drizzle of agave nectar-at High's 

Cafe and Store. Chef Brent Ault keeps 

the locals happy with a variety of break

fast and lunch offerings, including a 

truly addictive garlicky hummus.  

Cross the street to Elephant Story, a 

store that actually justifies use of the 

word "unique" because of its elephant 

story: Elephant polo player Ed Story, 

his wife Joey, and Bobby Dent opened 

the shop two years ago in a 1913 pine

floored former pool hall, selling cloth

ing and gifts from Asian countries that 

are home to elephants. The pewter ele

phant-shaped penholders are especially 

cute. Part of the store's profit goes to el

ephant conservation.  

A block west, Michelle Elizondo 

opened Elizabeth Daniell Boutique last 

year in an 1893 drugstore, giving it the 

middle names of her two daughters and 

offering casual, colorful, and soft skirts 

and tops-comfort clothes, if you will.  

Walk a block down Seventh Street 

and you'll come to the Tinsmith's Wife.  

What, you don't need any tin smithed? 

Well, perhaps you knit. Inside this late

1800s brick-and-frame building, you'll 

find rooms filled with skein after skein 

of various types of yarns. (Oddly, the 

resident cats don't seem interested in 

unraveling a single one.) 

A block farther, on Broadway, Tim 

DeWitt's Architectural Mercantile oc

cupies a 1960 church with gleaming 

stained-glass windows. This unusual 

antiques store specializes in chande

liers. Architectural Mercantile is only 

one of many antiquing opportunities in 

Comfort, by the way.  

If your feet get tired from all this 

shopping, consider bicycling. Rent a 

colorful bike from Comfort Pizza on 

High Street (set in a 1920s gas station)

We even devote a festival to sausage.  
Wurstfest began over 50 years ago as a 
celebration put on by sausage makers.  
Watch a couple of them talk about all of 
the great times they have feeding hungry 
crowds at WurstfestlnNewBraunfels.com.

*

(800) 572-2626 
/ w PlaylnNewBraunfels.com V, /' f

Visit kerrvilletxarts.com for 
information on these events and more.
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Explore the Faust Hotel's 
new art gallery or sit out 
on the porch and knit some 
of that yarn that you scored 
at the Tinsmith's Wife.

you can enjoy on a picnic table outside.  

Bending Branch Winery operates 

an estate and vineyards off Lindner 

Branch Road, but you can also visit its 
tasting room in town on High Street.  

Bending Branch grows grapes locally 
and also relies on fruit from the Texas 

High Plains and California. Its wine is 
aged in casks at the Comfort estate. The 
2011 earthy Texas Tannat, made with 

red-wine grapes from the Lubbock area, 
won a double-gold medal at the 2014 
Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo In

ternational Competition.  

New to Comfort is Hill Country Dis
tillers, whose Texas Moonshine prod
ucts include a prickly pear cactus moon

shine, a jalapeno pepper brandy, and 
seasonal brandies made from Poteet 

strawberries, Medina apples, and Fred
ericksburg peaches. Drop by the tast

ing room on Front Street for a Moon

shine Mule cocktail: cactus moonshine,

34 texashighways.com I OCTOBER 2014

and pedal off the calories you'll gain de

vouring one of its flavorful wood-fired 

pies. Try the Angry Samoan Pizza, fea
turing prosciutto, lime-and-chile pine
apple, tomato, and pepperoncini.  

Across the street, you'll find the perfect 

mid-afternoon snack break: a slice of "Pie 
on the Porch" at Miss Giddy's, an eclec

tic store that carries toys, decor, kitchen

ware, spices, and salsas. A refrigerated 

glass case holds various berry, lemon, and 
cream pies with flaky crusts.  

Or perhaps you'd rather rest with 

a glass of wine. Comfort offers two 

wineries. Singing Water Vineyards is 
about five miles south of downtown on 

winding Mill Dam Road. Wine tast
ings are offered every day but Tues

day and Wednesday. A standout is the 

2013 Sunrise, a blend of pinot grigio, 
viognier, and sauvignon blanc: crisp 

like a pinot grigio, but with more body.  
Also yummy: the 2011 Vintner's Re

serve blend of cabernet sauvignon and 
merlot, and the 2012 Freedom wine, a 

blend of syrah, cabernet, merlot, and 
montepulciano. A portion of that last 
wine's proceeds goes to scholarships 

for the children of military veterans. If 
you call in advance, Singing Water will 

arrange a picnic lunch for you, which

PHOTO: Michael Amador



ginger beer, simple syrup, and mint, 

served in a copper mug.  

Want to catch up on town gossip at the 

end of the week? On Friday or Satur

day, drop by the Meet Market, a tavern 

on High Street that's housed in-you 

guessed it-the 1918 Comfort Meat Mar

ket building. Owners Mark and Diane 

Jones will welcome you with beer or 

wine as you admire Mark's Beatles and 

Volkswagen Beetle memorabilia on the 

walls. Be sure to pop into the back room 

to see his collection of vintage soda bot

tles and a small shrine to Elvis.  

Across the street, discover fine din

ing at 814 A Texas Bistro, where chef

owner Millard Kuykendall offers cre

ative preparations of Texas beef, pork, 

poultry, and seafood. Don't miss the soy

ginger glazed Bandera quail appetizer.  

By now, you need somewhere to lay 

your head. You can't do better than the 

Hotel Faust, next door to the bistro. The 

two-story limestone structure has been 

a hotel since it was built in 1880, with a 

second wing added in 1894. Now, new 

owners Chris and Kevin Sokol-White 

have taken the Faust to a new level.  

"It still has historic charm, but there's 

a sophisticated edge to it," says Chris.  

The charm includes repurposed ele

ments of the original building: Window 

shutters become headboards; a picture 

frame evolves into a coffee table.  

The eight rooms include four in the 

main building and two in the carriage 

house, along with the original innkeep

er's cabin, which has two bedrooms, and 

an 1820s log cabin. Casually elegant decor 

features plantation shutters, luxurious 

bedding, and renovated bathrooms. Ex

plore the hotel's new art gallery or sit out 

on the porch and knit some of that yarn 

that you scored at the Tinsmith's Wife.  

If you're traveling with children, try 

the child-friendly Camp Comfort on 

Water Street, which occupies an 1860 

social hall that added a bowling alley in 

1901. The bowling is long gone, but the 

alley's lanes have found new life as desk

tops in the guest rooms-clever, attrac

tive, and yet another example of Comfort 

doing its freethinking founders proud. *
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* TRAVEL * 
DESTINATIONS 

In the 
Homestretch 
Everybody's got an opinion.  
And we love ,hat-especially when it comes to 
favorite travel destinations. When we started asking 
readers about the destinations closest to their hearts, 
we expected to receive suggestions that were (literally) 
all over the map, but the diversity of responses 
continues to amaze us. We hear about restaurants, 
swimming holes, museums, hiking trails, historic 
spots, one-of-a-kind shops, and friendly residents 
from all corners of the state.  

Lots of people rave about attractions in their home
towns, proving us wrong when we theorized that 
it's human nature to overlook the beauty that's right 
beneath our eyes. Others wax poetic about destina
tions far afield, which reaffirms the old adage that 
a change is as good as a rest. We Texans don't like to 
be predictable. And since we tend to love a mix of 
surprise and comforting familiarity, the best travel 
planning allcws for both.  

As we showcase places 6, 5, and 4 of our 2014 
countdown, we also offer videos at texashighways.com 
to help inspire your own treks to these popular 
places. Whether you want to get lost in the crowds 
or find your own sliver of solitude in this great 
big wonderful state, Texas awaits. .

$77 

/7

6< 
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( The barrier islands that shelter 
Aransas Bay from the Gulf of Mexico 
also buffet the bayside community of 
Rockport-Fulton from the crush of 

MORE INFO tourists that flock to some other beach 
resort towns. It's this laid-back atmo

Contact the Rockport- sphere that fans of Rockport-Fulton 
Fulton Chamber rave about, along with its wealth of 

of Commerce, Coastal Bend cultural and natural 

800/242-0071 resources. Popular attractions include 

www.rockport- sportfishing, seafood dining, bird
watching at Aransas National Wild

fulton.org. life Refuge, swimming at Rockport 
Beach, art galleries-including 
the Rockport Center for the Arts
and a slate of interesting museums 
featuring regional and maritime 
history, industry, and science.  

"TH E RE'S ALWAYS SOMETHING FUN GOING ON IN ROCKPORT
FULTON. LOTS OF FUN PEOPLE, AWESOME FOOD, GREAT 
BEACHES. IT'S AVERY EASY, LAID-BACK PLACE-A GREAT PLACE 
TO UNWIND AND GETAWAY FROM THE HURRY-SCURRY 
FRANTIC PACE EVERYONE DEALS WITH EVERY DAY." 
-L.A. BLACKWOOD, MOORE, OKLAHOMA 

..I

ROCKPORT/ 
FULTON
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HILL COUNTRY

MORE INFO 

Start by searching 

the websites of local 

chambers of commerce 

- and convention and 

visitors bureaus.  

Also check www.  

tpwd.state.tx.us, www.  

* thehighlandlakes.org, 
www.highlandlakes.  

com, and www.  

texashillcountry.com.  

THE HILL COUNTRY -BEAUTIFUL-TERRAIN, LAKES, RIVERS. WATERFALLS, SCENIC 

DRIVES, HOTELS AND B&BS, CAMPING, HIKING, BIKING, HUNTING AND FISHING.  

SHOPPING, HISTORIC SITES, CAVES, WILDLIFE, WILDFLOWERS, FOOD, AND FESTIVAL S.

With a bounty of small towns, 
sparkling lakes and rivers, and 
wildflower-splashed pastures 
in spring, the Hill Country has 
inspired countless road trips for 
Texas travelers. Motorists and 
motorcyclists alike spend week
ends cruising scenic stretches 
along US 281, Texas 16, and RM 

337, exploring secret swimming 
holes and the Highland Lakes, 
sipping varietals at various 
wineries, and two-stepping at 
time-worn dancehalls. Find the 
famous Lost Maples and other 
state (and national) parks, along 
with events, arts, museums, 
diners, boutiques, and B&Bs.  
Hill Country voters consistently 
singled out Boerne, Bandera, 
Kerrville, Wimberley, San 
Marcos, Fredericksburg, 
Johnson City, Marble Falls, 
Gruene, New Braunfels, Leakey, 
Junction, and Medina. Grab 
a map and find your favorite!

-LARRY HYEK, SUGAR LAND 

BIG BEND

/ (t I)
MORE INFO 

Find details about 

Big Bend National Park, 

Big Bend Ranch State 

Park, natural history of 

the area, dining, lodging, 

Rio Grande trips and other 

active adventures, flora 

and fauna, and all manner 

of trip-planning tips at 

www.visitbigbend.com.

Big Bend rewards patient 
travelers. "Patient" because not 
only does it take a long time to get 
here from most everywhere in the 
state, but also because it can take 
some time to fully relax into Big 
Bend's transformative pleasures.  
Big Bend is like taking a big breath: 
Vistas as far as the eye can see, 
dusky-painted mountaintops 
juxtaposed against coppery-brown 
expanses of desert, jagged spikes 
of agave and ocotillo bearing blood
red blooms. Big Bend National 
Park and Big Bend Ranch State 
Park offer all manner of hikes 
and outdoors adventures, and the 
nearby towns of Terlingua and 
Study Butte provide additional 
lodging, restaurants, and even 
nightlife. Whatever you do, 
don't rush it.

I LOVE BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK. WE'VE BEEN COMING 

SINCE THE 1980S. WE LOVE THE FACT THAT YOU CAN 

HIKE ANYWHERE IN THE DESERT AND NOT SEE A SINGLE 

PERSON. THE PARK IS WILD AND BEAUTIFUL.  

-MARILYN SCHMIDT. WICHITA. KANSAS
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"Autumn is a second spring when every leaf is aflower." 

~ ALBERT CAMUS

e Texans are accustomed to defending 

the beauty of the state's fall color. Yes, au
tumn in Vermont and Maine is beauti

ful; and yes, Virginia and North Carolina 

offer a mix of blue skies and russet hill
sides that may leave you spellbound. But Texas autumns-like 
Texans ourselves-are a rare breed, amplified by that intangible 
variable that makes any experience more vivid: the element of 
surprise. More often than not, the light shifts one day, shadows 
lengthen, and suddenly, it's fall.  

Following spring's riot of blues, pinks, and purples and sum
mer's bright tapestry of greens and browns heightened by 
blazing sunlight, fall ushers in a reassuring wash of saffron, 
gold, amber, and magenta. True to Sir Isaac Newton's original 
17th-Century diagram of the color wheel, Texas' autumnal pal

ette is magnified by its juxtaposition to cerulean skies and a pan
oply of evergreen.  

Of course, we experience fall in Texas not only with our eyes.  
When we're observant enough, we give equal attention to the 
rustling of leaves at our feet, the scents of fruit and smoke and 
pine needles, the air so crisp you could snap it like a cookie.  

On the following pages, we bring you scenes from Texas' au
tumn at its finest. Here is the Guadalupe River shimmering 
in amber light, golden maples and gnarled branches at Guada
lupe Mountains National Park, cypresses shrouded in moss at 
Caddo Lake, evergreens and dramatic blue skies at Daingerfield 
State Park, and other evocative scenes made richer with texture, 
depth, shadow, reflection, and focus. -Lori Moffatt

PAX~ 

44 

~:/ 

xQ 

mot.X ..,E .{ 

-:w :v:

a - " - - _

0GUADALUPE RIVER, KERR COUNTY f; Joe Lou ery

40 texashighways.com I OCTOBER 2014



F1 ~ ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e, ie',,~r ' ,",F ' ' ; ", L:y 1f~ -._ t , 11f rF 1 , r .-. .y{ ' t o i 
' 

y. M.- .'"a 4 r.  

'er JrN.  

" q~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ., . 'A/'~'t 4 r j r ' "s'''d. <t,, f .'F r .Z 
e4 -,' 'A 1 +?F+" + 6 I' { e 

' ' r se { , ., iA tv+" 

-,- e + 4 , .7y " "a 

t F. 1 +a t ,' ~9'" 

.. r (r:r, r ' C.jj ; " .e1'" / A 
' , 1f~ y y," S,'r .'" r.^ tr" :"-"w.,.ey . R a "' , - / .," f y

$' s? -, e S

.ww ' .

- A 1AK

OCTOBER 2014 1 texashighways.com 41

4

.tom ,

-f 

t 

vs!

. ,..  
, - ' , tip; ":-~" . -' _ -...,.: 

,



o CADDO LAKE 
b1 Inge Johnsson 

0 DAINGERFIELD STATE PARK 
by Sean Fitzgerald 

0 VANDERPOOL 

by John and Josie Margaglione
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The duty as well as the pleasure 
of Texas Highways' photography is to guide you to the small and silent, as 
well as the big and bold, and then suggest what your own experience might 
be like. As recently retired Photography Editor Griff Smith explains: "My 
goal as a photographer for Texas Highways is to make the scene come alive 
and appear three-dimensional to the readers, as if the readers were there 
with me experiencing the feeling of the textures and the depth of the space.  
When I'm shooting, I use creative composition and lighting to build a ro
mance about the subject and try to capture the emotions and personalities I 
see in the people and places I'm shooting." 

Griff joined the Texas Department of Transportation more than thirty 
years ago, often serving as contributing photographer for the magazine 
before becoming the magazine's photography editor in 2008. When it 
comes to the mission of the magazine-to inspire travel in the state
Griff's singularity remains steadfast after three decades at work, not all 
that surprising for someone who's been photographing for most of his life 
and much of it for Texas Highways.  

"The reader is not there with us when we take that photograph," Griff ex
plains. "So the photograph has to tell the story and compel the reader to want 
to know more, no matter what the subject is, whether it's food or a portrait 
or a place. As a photographer shooting for Texas Highways, you want to cap
ture that feeling." 

Griff has logged thousands of miles for the magazine, not to mention the 
thousands of images he has taken for it along the way. "One of the things I 
love most about my job is the access to the most unusual places in Texas," 
Griff confesses. Courthouse cupolas, backstage dressing rooms, historic at
tics, museum collections, lighthouse stairwells, railroad cabooses, drive-in 
projection booths, ghost towns, diners, and dance halls: Griff, it would seem, 
has photographed them all.  

Whatever photography means to you, above all else it's a chronicler of our 
time, at least in the way we see it through the perspective of a frame and 
a lens. Its technology has played a major role in determining how we ap
pear through the years, from the foggy gum bichromate prints of the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
to the megapixel clarity of the twenty-first.  
As you thumb through the editorial pho- For information 

on photo exhibits tographs in the book's pages, you'll see not and book- sibings 
only some of the magazine's best work but with Griff Smith 
likely a documentation of our time as Tex- in Huntsville, 
ans over the past few decades. Caldwel, and 

Like Technicolor in the age of film, in Waco, as well as 
"every period a particular process emerges," other upcoming 
art historian and critic Gabriel Bauret re- events and exhibits: 

minds us, "becoming the colors of an age." hwwaw.com 

Welcome to the color of ours.  

-E. Dan Klepper 

Excerpted and adapted from the book On the Road With Texas Highways: A Tribute to True Texas, 
foreword by Charles J. Lohrmann, preface by J. Griffis Smith, essay by E. Dan Klepper. Images by J. Griffis Smith.  

Reprinted with permission from Texas A&M University Press, 2014, www.tamupress.com; 800/826-8911.
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The porcine contestants are named 
Frankenswine, Ricky Pigcardo, 
Lusqueal Ball, Elvis Porksy, and 
Shaquille O'Squeal. (Kevin Bacon 
was sidelined with Swine Flu.) 

They run at vastly different speeds, but all seem to sense the competition 

as they dash down the pig-racing track. Their loud, shrill squeals almost 

drown out the cheering of the enthusiastic spectators. By the end of the 

race, the multigenerational crowd has lost track of which pig is which, 
making the winner's identity uncertain. Nobody seems to care, though 

they're having too much fun. YesterLand Farm does that to people.  

Located outside of Canton, roughly midway between Dallas and Tyler, 
this working farm draws visitors in the fall and early winter with its pump

kins and Christmas trees, as well as a whirlwind of rides and attractions.  

While most visitors venture to YesterLand Farm from the Dallas-Fort 

Worth area and East Texas, vehicles in the parking lot bear license plates 

from places as far-flung as Canada and Mexico.

What opened as a cut
your-own Christmas troo 
farm in 2000 has grown 

into an entertainment venue 
that-as its name promises
traffics heavily in nostalgia.  
The atmosphere hearkens 

to an earlier, less 
complicated era of family 

entertainment.

Covering 42 acres of rolling 

countryside, YesterLand Farm 

provides a county-fair experience 

rich in the romance of East Texas 

and old-time rural entertain

ment. Owners Chuck and Kama 

Bozeman aim to provide visitors 

with a range of family-friendly 

activities, from carnival rides to a 

corn maze-all timed to make the 

most of comfortable fall weather 

and the arrival of the holiday sea-

son. "We look to local history for our inspiration at 

YesterLand Farm," Kama says.  

After purchasing an unimproved tract of land in 

1994, these first-time farmers from Dallas planted 

Christmas trees, inspired by friends who were in 

the same business. Chuck was a career firefighter 

in the Dallas suburb of Rowlett, while Kama 

worked as a medical administrator and real estate 

appraiser. The Bozemans, with their two children 

in tow, made the move to Canton in 1998, still work

ing their full-time jobs while operating the farm.
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FUN ON THE FARM 
YesterLand Farm 
heeps children 
happily occupied, 
whether they're 
rooming on the 
Range roller coaster, 
posing for pictures 
on YesterLand 
Farm's vintage Allis 
Chalmers tractor 
(previous spread), 
bobbing along the 
River Rapids ride, 

ar watching pig 
races, which are 
iield throughout the 
day on weekends 

S(thiL puqe).

'.a.

"We were ready to get out of Dodge and get to what we thought was a slower 

pace of life," Kama says. "And then we figured out that your pace of life is what 

you make of it, because the farmer's job is never done." 

Both Chuck and Kama eventually left their jobs to make the farm their sole 

occupation. Neither has looked back. Meanwhile, what opened as a cut-your-own 

Christmas tree farm in 2000 has grown into an entertainment venue that-as 

its name promises-traffics heavily in nostalgia. The atmosphere hearkens to 

an earlier, less complicated era of family entertainment. YesterLand Farm first 

added a hayride for Christmas-tree customers, then a barrel train, a pumpkin 

patch, and antique amusement rides. Over time, the annual Fall Festival grew 

into YesterLand Farm's most popular offering.  

"We thought if people were going to make the effort to drive from Dallas, we 

wanted to add more to offer them for their effort," Kama says. "We need to give 

them plenty of 'wow' factor." 

In 2005, Chuck found the park's first antique ride in Colorado, a Mangels Whip 

that was manufactured in Coney Island, New York. YesterLand Farm now fea

tures 18 rides, including two antique roller coasters, a 17-foot Ferris wheel, a Spin

ner Super Gyro, a swinging pirate ship, and a 65-foot super slide.  

The Eozemans travel the country hunting for antique amusement park rides, 

along with the spare parts and leads on technicians who restore them. The treasure 

hunt dovetails neatly with their aim of entertaining through the wonders of nostal

gia. "People want to have their children experience the wonderful things that they
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experienced as a child," Kama explains. "We love that we have 

the old rides and can show people what it was like years ago." 

If you're not inclined to board an amusement ride, Yester

Land Farm also offers non-mechanical entertainment. Chil

dren can mingle with the barnyard animals in the petting zoo, 

scamper around the playground, get lost in the corn maze, or 

take a pony ride. There's also a Western ghost town, a pump

kin launcher, and the ever-popular apple cannon, which vis

itors use to shoot apples at targets. And of course, the aroma 

of popcorn, funnel cakes, and corn dogs serves as a constant 

reminder that there's plenty of food to eat. YesterLand Farm's 

traditional fair-food offerings also include turkey legs, smoked 

brisket, roasted corn, and fresh-squeezed lemonade.  

Brian Kimble, a youth pastor from Royse City, says the va

riety of the entertainment keeps his family coming back to 

YesterLand Farm. "We've been here every year for four years 

for Christmas trees, Santa Claus, and pumpkin patches," he 

says. "We've loved it every time. The environment is so fam

ily-friendly, and the kids don't get bored. All these rides and 

attractions keep them entertained, and it keeps us parents en

tertained as well." 

Although parents, grandparents, and even great-grandpar

ents get a kick out of YesterLand Farm, it's the little ones who
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really eat it up. Boredom isn't an issue for eight-year-old So

phia Green, following her experience doing everything from 

mining for gemstones to riding a pony and taking a delight

fully bumpy hayride. "It's awesome," she gushes. "There are 

so many fun roller coasters and rides that I just love it here." 

Families or groups can reserve one of the four campfire 

sites at the farm, and visitors can bring their own hot dogs 

and s'mores ingredients to roast over the flames. The camp

fires are part of YesterLand Farm's appeal for city dwellers 

who don't get many opportunities to experience elements of a 

rural and rustic lifestyle. "This is the first time I've ever seen 

a campfire," remarks one appreciative Girl Scout, who visited 

the farm with her troop. Another scout has her first real-life 

exposure to a cow in YesterLand Farm's petting zoo. "I didn't 

know cows are so big!" she exclaims.  

One of YesterLand Farm's major attractions is the annual 

Pumpkin Smash-O-Rama, held during the final weekend of 

Fall Festival (November 8-9 this year). The event makes use 

of the farm's leftover pumpkins. Employees drop pumpkins 

from a 30-foot-high boom truck, causing a messy explosion of 

pulp, stem, and seeds. A monster truck crushes other pump

kins, while visitors have the opportunity to hammer oth

ers with mallets. The weekend also features the "Pumpkin

YesterLand Farm 
features 18 rides, 

including two antique 
roller coasters, 

a 17-foot Ferris wheol, 
a Spinner Super 
Gyro, a swinging 
pirate ship, and 

a 65-foot super slide.  

Games," including pumpkin hockey, pumpkin bowling, 
pumpkin checkers, a pumpkin toss, and sack racing.  

During the off-season, when the farm is closed to the pub

lic, the Bozemans take their amusement rides on the road 

to events such as school and church carnivals, and birthday 

parties. You'll also find the Ferris wheel and Pirate's Revenge 

ride at Canton's First Monday Trade Days every month. This 

year, the farm will open a new barn for special events, and add 

two new pumpkin launchers and a shooting gallery for its two 

apple cannons.  

"We're about family time together," Kama says. "Come out, 

put yeur cell phones away, and enjoy connecting with one an

other. That's something we're losing touch with in this day of 

immediate gratification. We just need to slow down and enjoy 

each other's company. That's what we're all about." * 

Tylerfreelance journalist Kelly Bell says visiting YesterLand 
Farm left him with afondness for vintage carnival rides, though 
he does not alwaysfit into them. TH photographer Will van 
Overbeek had a great time at YesterLand's pig race. "Everybody 
was cheering. and it was good fun for the whole family.

ESSENTIALS 

YESTE RLAND FARM 
YesterLand Farm is at 15410 Interstate 20 in Canton.  

Call 903/567-2255; www.yesterlandfarm.com.  

YesterLand Farm's Fall Festival opens weekends Sep.  

20-Nov. 9. Admission is $11.95, plus additional cost for 

ride tickets. The Christmas Playland Season, including 

cut-your-own Christmas trees, runs Nov. 29-Dec. 15.  

Tree sales are available all week, and the fair is open on 

weekends. Admission is free, plus additional cost for rides.
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FALL FESTIVAL 
The stalks in Yester
Land Farm's corn 
maze grow 12 feet tall.  

During thefarm's 
Pumpkin Smash-O
Rama, a 1959 Ford 
panel van crushes 
pumpkin piles. The 
Range roller coaster 
passes through a 
wooden fort.
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OUR EXCLUSIVE PATROL CAPS 
Our custom patrol cap features an unstructured military shape.  
Soft fabric has a distressed look. 100% bio-washed cotton chino 
twill. Adjustable back. Pre-curved visor. Imported.  

38739 True Texan Patrol Cap in Royal Blue ..... $26.95 
38742 DMWT Patrol Cap in Hot Pink .......... $26.95

OUR CONTRAST STITCHED CAP 
Our exclusive 100% brushed twill cap has contrast color stitching. The six-panel 
cap is unstructured with a low profile and a pre-curved visor. Velcro closure.  

38747 DMWT Contrast Stitched Cap in Dark Gray...... $26.95 

38752 True Texan Contrast Stitched Cap in Dark Red.... $26.95

OUR EXCLUSIVE BUCKET CAPS 
Our custom bucket caps are perfect for the Texas sun! 100% bio
washed chino cotton. Brass eyelets. Imported. One size fits most.  

38743 True Texan Bucket Cap in Navy ..... $26.95 
38746 DMWT Bucket Cap in Khaki ... .. $26.95 

TRUE TEXAN T-SHIRT 
Our original True Texan T-shirts are made from organic cotton 
grown right here in Texas. These soft and sturdy shirts are sure 
to become favorites. Available in adult sizes S-XXL.  

38293 Panhandle Sky (Blue) ...... $24.95 
38294 Prairie Sage (Green) ....... $24.95

EASY & 
ORDER!*

shop.texashighways.com 

800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

Or, use the ORDER FORM in this issue.  
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EAL TEXAS STORIES BORN AND BRED 

Under the
Cnnanche Moon 

TRACING THE COb4ANCHE TRAIL 
BY THE LIGHT OP THE MOON
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HO, ON EARTH, CAN RE
sist the allure of a full 

moon? Twelve nights each 

year, we gaze into the sky 

as the lunar satellite casts 

cold light on the planet.  

Poets wax, coyotes howl, 
and tides surge to the bea

con rising above a darkening horizon, all of us patrons to a 

circadian rhythm governed by master and minion, sun and 

moon. We humans grant the moon our obsession, however, 
unlike the nocturnal entities commanded by natural law. In 

truth, the moon's control over our own physiology is no greater 

than the pull of a grain of sand. We are "lunatics" instead, 

merely divining the moon with incantations, attributes of an 

improbable occult, and basking in its immutable glow.  

It wasn't always so. More than 200 years ago, the full moon 

signaled the movement of the Comanche along the southern 

leg of the Comanche Trail. As accomplished horsemen travel

ing a network of seasonal routes south of Comancheria-the

By the mid
1800s, Anglo 
pioneers had 
also become 
targets of 
the moonlit 
Comanche 
raids and 
invented 
the term 
"Comanche 
Moon."

Comanche empire encompassing much 

of the territory now comprised of West 

Texas, the Panhandle, western Okla

homa, eastern New Mexico, and parts 

of Colorado and Kansas-the Coman

che crossed the Big Bend country in the 

waxing gibbous light on their way to the 

border territories of New Spain. Across 

the Rio Grande lay Spain's vulnerable 

missionary efforts, which sought to 

transform local inhabitants into citi

zens of the Spanish state and the Cath

olic Church. The mission communities, 

with their haphazard presidio defenses, 
were no match for the Comanche, who, 

in brief but decisive forays, would raid 

and loot the settlements, often burning 

them down. The full moon, at its best 

in a pre-industrial sky, illuminated the 

transfiguration, casting harsh light on



colonies in scattered ruins as the Co

manche made colonists into wives or 

trade slaves, and relieved the settle

ments of their rations, their weapons, 

and their horses. By the mid-1800s, 

Anglo pioneers had also become targets 

of the moonlit Comanche raids and in

vented the term "Comanche Moon." 

Along the northern edge of Big Bend 

country lies Fort Stockton, a frontier 

community established near what was 

once a naturally occurring spring net

work known as Comanche Springs, 

named for the horsemen who congre

gated and camped there. The town is 

a good starting place for adventurers 

who wish to follow a close approxima

tion of the southern leg of the historic 

trail. Other than surviving 19th-Cen

tury maps and historical references 

that provide a sketch of the route (ac

tually a series of interconnecting and 

parallel tracks), almost nothing of the 

original trail remains. US 385 south 

to Big Bend National Park reflects the 

trail's general pathway, passing over 

specific landmarks identified in 19th

Century documents.  

In preparation for your journey, take a 

tour of the historic Fort Stockton, town 

namesake and site of a frontier military 

garrison built in 1867. By the mid-1800s, 

the Comanche had begun to lose their 

stronghold on much of their Texas ter

ritory, yet the garrison was still a neces

sity, providing protection for travelers 

on the wagon route between San Anto

nio and Chihuahua, Mexico, as well as 

the Butterfield Overland mail route and 

the Old San Antonio Road. This conflu

ence of tracks, busy with early Ameri

can traffic, intersected the much older 

Comanche Trail at Comanche Springs.  

Today, four buildings remain of the 

original 35 that comprised the military 

garrison. Many of them, like the sur

viving Guard House, were built from 

FIND MORE ONLINE 
Learn more about the military 

history of Fort Stockton at 

texashighways.com/true.
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To order a print of the facing page photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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Explore the history of the 
Comanche in the Big Bend 
region at Big Bend National 
Park's Persimmon Gap Visitor 
Center, the northern entrance 
of the park on US 385.

locally quarried limestone or hand

made adobe bricks. A self-guided tour 
explores the restored structures sur
rounding the original parade grounds, 
including reconstructions of the bar
racks and kitchen.  

About 18 miles south of Fort Stock
ton, just past thL Pikes Peak Gas Plant, 
the view across the massive basin and 
peaked hills in the near distance has 
changed little since the last time the Co
manche passed through. Known as the 
Sierra Madera Astrobleme, the basin 
and hills are the result of an asteroid 
or comet impact that occurred approxi

mately 65 million years ago. The shock 

wave of the impact created the six-mile
diameter basin and the eroded hills,

known as the Sierra Madera. US 385 
travels down the northern crater slope, 
through the western edge of the Sierra 

Madera, then up and over the southern 

crater wall. Highway markers indicate 

your entrance and exit through the ex

traterrestrial phenomenon.  

A few miles south, the highway 
passes through the northern edge of 
the Glass Mountains and enters a high 
desert basin dotted with soaptree yucca 

and grazing pronghorns. Here, the Co
manche no doubt spread out across the 
landscape, moving steadily through an 

expanse of grass that in places reached 
as high as their horses' flanks. You'll 

also begin to see evidence of a black
tailed prairie dog colony that perhaps

reached into the millions of animals 
during the heyday of the Comanche 
Trail. Today's relatively small colony 
is one of the southernmost prairie dog 
towns in the United States. The colony 

populates both sides of US 385 along a 
stretch about 10 miles north of Mara
thon. A small pullout provides an op
portunity to view the burrows and wit
ness the prairie dogs' goofy antics.  

The pullout is also a great place to 
watch a rising full moon. Often ap

pearing like a blood orange squeezed 
through cracks in the low-slung hills 

along the horizon, the full moon bright
ens the landscape so thoroughly that 
details near and far can still be dis

tinguished long after sunset. The spec
tral light also illuminates the spirit of 

the Comanche here, invoking their 

movement through the grasslands 

on horseback in buckskin and breech

cloth, black braids, and locks wrapped 
in fur, beads, porcupine quills, cloth 

scraps, and feathers; ears pierced with 

hanging shells, bones, brass rings, and 
elk teeth; tattooed arms and chests; 
faces skillfully painted with pigments 

from roots, berries, bark, and clay.  
These were formidable men with sin

gularity and purpose, daunting per
sonalities with complexities that hold 
little relation to the caricatures painted 

by settlers determined to put an end to 
their prominence.  

Once past Marathon, the next 40 
miles will take you through rough, dry 
ranching country, a long haul for the 
Comanche who knew intimately the 
route and its cryptic watering holes.  
Within the hour you'll reach Per
simmon Gap, the same mountain 

pass used by the Comanche to cross

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1291, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.64 texashighwans.comr I O C TOBE R 2014 PH OTO: E. Dan Klepper



into the lower Chihuahuan Desert.  

Today, the pass serves as the north

eastern entrance to Big Bend National 

Park. For the next 50 miles, you'll be 

driving through a landscape described 

alternately by Lt. William Echols dur

ing his 1859-60 expedition as abundant 

with "rain-water and a field of the finest 

grass it had been our fortune to meet" 

and "the most difficult country we have 

yet traversed." The Comanche utilized 

a few different paths through the park 

area to access various crossings of the 

Rio Grande.  

Echols also noted evidence of the Co

manche's presence along the route in 

his journal entries. "The whole region 

today is covered with Indian signs to 

within 12 hours ago," he wrote. "Horse 

tracks as fresh apparently as our own 

were at the Spg. [spring] and trails in 

every direction concentrating toward 

the crossing." 

The "crossing" of Echols' journal 

entry most likely refers to an intersec

tion of trails and the Rio Grande lo

cated across from the present-day com

munity of San Vicente, Mexico. Nearby, 

modern-day travelers can pitch a tent 

at Big Bend National Park's La Clocha 

campsite, located along the primitive 

East River Road.  

Here, the river runs a silky thread 

through the darkness, reflecting the 

ambivalence of the night sky and still 

shedding the ripples of a flagrant past.  

As the Comanche and their horses 

forded the shallows, nearby lives deep 

in slumber or with a watchful eye to

ward moonlit movement would soon 

change forever. It was, for many, the 

arrival of the apocalypse, transform

ing their known world into a fiery, 

violent eruption that ended, just 

like the Comanche Trail today, with 

nothing remaining but the light of the 

full moon. * 

HISTORIC FORT STOCKTON 
is at 301 E. 3rd St.  
Call 432/336-2400; www.  
historicfortstocktontx.com.

,xas begins here! Located on MM1 of IH-35, visiting Laredo 

brings you to the edge of the country and the beginning of an 

adventure like no other.
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MADE IN TEXAS 

((continued from page 19] exhibition catalog.  
When Hernan Cortds' men regained 
control, they executed Cuauhtemoc.  

Two Jimenez pieces enliven the 

galleries of the Blanton Museum of Art 
at UT-Austin. Border Crossing (1989) 
depicts a trio-a man carrying a woman 
who holds a baby-crossing the Rio 
Grande from Mexico. Nearby, Progress 

II (1976) captures a vaquero roping a 
breakaway Longhorn.  

I had the pleasure of meeting Luis 
Jimenez when he came to Austin in the 

spring of 2006 to create a lithograph, 
La Voz de la Frontera, as a benefit for 
Texas Folklife's series of border radio 

performances. He talked about listen

ing to radio station XELO out of Juarez 
while growing up in El Paso, recall

ing his delight at discovering rhythm
and-blues and other music. The fol
lowing June 13, I was half-asleep in an 
El Paso motel room, with the TV news 

on, when I heard the shocking news 
that Jimenez had been killed in his 
New Mexico studio while moving part 
of a work-in-progress, the huge Blue 

Mustang that he was making for the 

Denver airport. (Smaller versions of 
the horse can be seen in downtown 

Abilene and at the Historic Browns

ville Museum.) 

When designing Blue Mustang, Jime
nez drew on interpretations of horses 

from various cultures, explains Susan 

Jimenez. "He pulled from all these cul

tures to make this image of a horse that 

was archetypal and universal," she 

says. "It's a symbol of the great Ameri
can West that he loved so much." * 

One of Jimenez's best
known works, Vaquero, 
depicts a pistol-waving 
Latino glued to the 
saddle of an outlaw bronc.  
The sculpture rounds out 
the history of the American 
cowboy, highlighting the 
fact that the first buckaroos 
originated in Mexico.
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WANT MORE? GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT www.texashighways.com.

5/!
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PANHANDLE PLAINS > San Angelo 

Painting Party

LF COAST > Houston 

butterfly Beauty 
resa DiMenno first noticed the plump caterpillars in her backyard 
w years ago, voraciously eating newly sprouted milkweed plants.  
accomplished nature photographer, Theresa monitored the striped 
s and photographed the stages of their transformation into mon
butterflies. Her striking images are featured in the exhibit De/icate 
nce: Metamorphosis of the Monarch Butterfly, on display at the 
krell Butterfly Center at the Houston Museum of Natural Science 
ugh Dec. 1. The exhibit coincides with the monarch migration, 
n the butterflies flutter south from Canada through Texas to their 
ering grounds in Mexico. Call 713/639-4629; www.hmns.org.

Taking its name from the French expression for painting "in the open air," the 
inaugural EnPleinAirTEXAS in San Angelo (Oct. 27-Nov. 2) features 33 selected 
artists competing for $13,000 in prize money. The artists, coming from 12 U.S.  
states and France, will paint in and around San Angelo for four days with the 
public invited to observe. The Quartermaster building at Fort Concho will host an 
awards presentation Oct. 31, an exhibit of competition paintings Nov. 1-2, and a 
chuck-wagon breakfast with the artists Nov. 2. A "Quick Draw" painting contest 
on Nov. 1 is open to all. Call 325/656-2500. www.enpleinairtexas.com.

PRAIRIES AND LAKES > Dallas 

- Fun at the Fair 

Even if you weren't born in Texas, the State Fair of Texas will make you feel like 
a native in no time. Since 1886, crowds have flocked to historic Fair Park in Dallas 
each fall to celebrate the best of Texas culture. The 2014 fair is jam-packed with a 
schedule of college football (Texas-OU on Oct. 11), live music (headliners include 
Kool & the Gang and Collective Soul), dance performances, a carnival midway, 
livestock and auto shows, art, and shopping. And we'd be remiss not to mention 
the world-famous fried food-worth a visit in itself. Sep. 26-Oct. 19. Call 214/ 
565-9931; www.bigtex.com.  

GULF COAST > Houston 

Get Spooked" 
Capitalizing on its naturally spooky atmosphere, the National Museum of Funeral History in 
Houston is holding a series of special events to celebrate Halloween and elDia de Los Muertos.  
The museum will host a family-friendly haunted house Oct. 1-Nov. 3. Also, in the Dracula .  
Cemetery Exhibition (Oct. 1-Nov. 3) visitors can have their picture taken in a coffin and learn 
the history that inspired the novel Dracula. There's also a Halloween Classic Car Show on 
Oct. 25 and a Dia de Los Muertos Celebration on Nov. 1-2. Call 281/876-3063; www.nmfh.org.  

PHOTOS: (from top) Courtesy Theresa DiMenno; Courtesy EnPleinAirTexas; Kevin Brown/State Fair of Texas; Courtesy 

National Museum of Funeral History

BIG BEND 
COUNTRY 

DEL RIO: First Friday Art 
Walk October 3. Various 
locations. 830/775-0888.  

DEL RIO: Fiesta de Amistad 
Parade and Arts and Crafts 
October 17-18. Downtown.  
www.drchamber.com.  

EL PASO: Flying Horse 
Half-Marathon and 5K 
October 25. Sunland Park 
Racetrack and Casino. www.  
raceelpaso com/flying-horse.  

FORT DAVIS: Smoke in 
the Mountains Cabrito and 
Barbecue Cook Off October 
3-4.432/426-3015.  

FORT STOCKTON: Living 
History Days October 17-18.  
Historic Fort Stockton.  
432/336-2167.  

MARATHON: M2M: 
Marathon to Marathon 
October 25. www.marathon 
2marathon.net.  
MIDLAND: 
Commemorative Air Force 
AIRSHO October 11-12.  
Commemorative Air Force 
Museum/Midland Inter
national Airport. www.airsho.  
org. 432/528-0997.  

MONAHANS: Fall Festival 
October 29. Hill Park. www.  
monahans.org. 432/943-2187.  

PECOS: Mother Goose and 
Friends Parade with 
Halloween in the Park 
October 31. www.pecostx.  
com. 432/445-2406.  

SAN ELIZARIO: San 
Elizario Historic District 
Ghost Tour October 3.  
San Elizario Historic District.  
www.SanElizarioHistoric 
District.org. 915/851-0093.  

SAN ELIZARIO: Mission 
Trail Art Market October 19.  
San Elizario Historic District.

www.MissionTrailArtMarket.  
com. 915/851-0093.  

TERLINGUA: GREEN 
SCENE Art and Film Festival 
October 25-26. Terlingua 
Ghostown at the Community 
Garden. www.terlingua 
greenscene.homestead.com.  
432/371-2172.  

TERLINGUA:Terlingua 
International Chili Cham
pionship October 27
November 1. Rancho de 
los CASI on FM 170.  
www.chili.org. 432/371-2595.  

TERLINGUA: Terlingua 
International Frank X.  
Tolbert -Wick Fowler 
Championship Chili Cook
Off October 30-November 1.  
Terlingua Store on FM 170.  
www.abowlofred.com.  
817/653-0988.  

GULF COAST 
BEAUMONT: Beaumont 
Main Street's DOGtober 
Fest October 4. Main Street.  
www.beaumontmainstreet.  
com. 409/838-2202.  

BEAUMONT: Art of Beer 
October 8. Art Museum 
of Southeast Texas. www.  
amset.org. 409/832-3432.  

BROWNSVILLE: 
Brownsville Beer Fest 
October 4. Dean Porter Park.  
www.brownsvillebeer 
fest.com.  

CLUTE: Harvest Fun Fest 
October 30. Clute Municipal 
Park. www.ci.clute.tx.us.  
979/265-8392.  

EL CAMPO: Prairie Days 
Festival October 4. Alamo
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GLEN ROSE 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 

The Dinosaur Capital of Texas 

41 

Glen Rose is home to Barnard's Mill & Art Museum, the 
Creation Evidence Museum, Dinosaur Valley State Park, 
Dinosaur World, Fossil Rim Wildlife Center, Historic 
Courthouse Square, Oakdale Park, Somervell County 
Expo Center and Squaw Valley Golf Course.  

For more information contact 
GlenRoseTexas.net or 1-888-346-6282

Park. www.elcampochamber.  
com. 979/543-2713.  
GALVESTON: 
ARToberFEST October 18-19.  
In the Cultural Arts District.  
409/770-5066 or 
800/821-1894.  
GALVESTON: Island 
Oktoberfest October 24-25.  
Cultural Arts District. www.  
galvestonoktoberfest.com.  
409/762-8477.  
HOUSTON: Big Brew 
October 20-26. George R.  
Brown Convention Center.  
www.bigbrewhouston.com.  

HOUSTON: Monet and the 
Seine: Impressions of a River 
October 26-February 1.  
Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston. www.mfah.org.  

HOUSTON: International 
Quilt Festival October 30
November 2. George R.  
Brown Convention 
Center. www.quilts.com.  
713/781-6864.  

HOUSTON: Dario Robleto: 
The Boundary of Life is 
Quietly Crossed August 16
January 11. The Menil Col
lection. www.menil.org.  
713/525-9400.  

HOUSTON: Experiments 
with Truth: Gandhi and 
Images of Nonviolence 
October 2-February 1.  
The Menil Collection. www.  
menil.org. 713/525-9400.  

KEMAH: Kemah 
Oktoberfest October 4.  
www.gulfcoastfestivals.com/ 
oktoberfest/.  

LAKE JACKSON: 
Halloween Spooktacular 
October 26. Sea Center 
Texas. www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ 
seacenter. 979/292-0100.  
NEEDVILLE: Needville 
Harvest Festival October 17
18. Harvest Park. www.  
needvilleharvestfest.com.  
979/793-4030.  

PALACIOS: Cook-off and 
Craft Fair October 11. South 
Bay Park. www.palacios 
chamber.com. 361/972-2615.  
PORT ARANSAS: Harvest 
Moon Regatta October 9-12.  
Robert's Point Park. www.  
harvestmoonregatta.com.  
281/474-2511.  
PORT ARTHUR: 
CavOiLcade October 11.  
Downtown. www.visitport 
arthurtx.com. 409/983-1009.  

PORT BOLIVAR: Jane 
Long Festival October 11.  
Fort Travis Seashore Park.  
www.janelongfestival.org.  
713/208-6445.  

RICHMOND: Tropical 
Impression: A Gulf Coast 
Hurricane Retrospective 
September 2-October 10.  
Fort Bend County Museum.  
www.fortbendmuseum.org.  
281/342-2439.

RICHMOND: Texian Market 
Days October 25. George 
Ranch Historical Park. www.  
georgeranch.org/programs
events/texian-market-days.  
ROCKPORT: Rockport 
Seafair October 10-12.  
Navigation District Festival 
Grounds, Rockport Harbor.  
www.rockportseafair.com.  
361/729-6445.  
SAN BENITO: Conjunto 
Festival October 24-26.  
Plaza de San Benito.  
956/367-0335.  
SEABROOK: Seabrook 
Festival of the Arts October 
25-26. Seabrook City Hall 
and Community House.  
www.seabrookfestivalof 
thearts.com. 281/907-3140.  

VICTORIA: Dia delos 
Muertos/Day of the Dead 
Exhibit October 2-November 
2. The Nave Museum.  
www.navemuseum.com.  
361/575-8227.  
VICTORIA: Bootfest 
October 3-4. Downtown.  
www.visitvictoriatexas.com.  
361/485-3116.  
VICTORIA: Annual 
Cemetery Tour October 24
25. Evergreen Cemetery.  
www.vpitx.com.  
361/573-1878.  
WINNIE: Texas Rice Festival 
October 1-5. Winnie-Stowell 
Park. www.texasricefestival.  
org. 409/296-4404.  

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: Austin Celtic 
Festival October 18-19.  
Fiesta Gardens. www.  
austincelticfestival.com.  

AUSTIN: Austin Film 
Festival October 18-25.  
Paramount Theatre and 
other locations. www.  
austinfilmfestival.com.  

AUSTIN: Texas Teen Book 
Festival October 18. St.  
Edward's University. www.  
texasteenbookfestival.org.  

AUSTIN: Texas Book 
Festival October 25-26.  
Texas State Capitol.  
www.texasbookfestival.org.  

AUSTIN: Formula 1 United 
States Grand Prix October 31
November 2. Circuit of The 
Americas. www.circuitof 
theamericas.com.  

AUSTIN: Austin City Limits 
Music Festival October 3-5, 
10-12. Zilker Park.  
www.aclfestival.com.  

BOERNE: Texas Hill 
Country Invitational Art 
Show October 17-19. Cana 
Ballroom at St. Peters.  
www.boerneprofessional 
artists.com.  

BOERNE: Harvest Moon 
Celebration October 25.

Boerne Visitors Center.  
830/249-7277.  
BURNET: Fort Croghan Day 
October 11. www.fort 
croghan.org. 512/756-8281.  
CASTRO VILLE: 
Volksmarch October 4.  
www.castroville.com.  
830/538-3142.  
CEDAR PARK: Ghost Train: 
A Halloween Adventure 
Murder Mystery October 4, 
11, 18, 25. Austin Steam 
Train. www.austinsteam 
train.org. 512/477-8468.  
DRIPPING SPRINGS: 
Dripping Springs Songwriters 
Festival October 17-19.  
Various venues on Mercer 
Street. www.drippingsprings 
songwritersfestival.com.  
512/722-3644.  
EARLY: Early Pioneer Days 
October 18. www.early 
pioneerdays.com.  
325/649-9317.  
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Oktoberfest October 3-5.  
In the Marktplatz. www.  
oktoberfestinfbg.com.  
830/997-4810.  

FREDERICKSBURG: 
Texas Mesquite Art Festival 
October 10-12. In the 
Marktplatz. www.texas 
mesquiteartfestivals.com.  
830/997-8515.  
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Fredericksburg Food and 
Wine Fest October 25.  
In the Marktplatz. www.fbg 
foodandwinefest.com.  
830/997-8515.  
GRUENE: Gruene Music 
and Wine Fest October 9-12.  
Various locations. www.  
GrueneMusicandWineFest.  
org. 830/629-5077.  
GRUENE: Texas Clay 
Festival October 25-26.  
Various locations. www.  
TexasClayFestival.com.  
830/629-7975.  

JOHNSON CITY: Texas 
Wine Month Kick-Off 
October 3. At 42 wineries 
in the Texas Hill Country.  
www.texaswinetrail.com.  
872/216-9463.  
JOHNSON CITY: Fall 
Lavender Trail October 4.  
Various venues. www.  
johnsoncity-texas.com/ 
calendar_of_.events/october.  
html. 830/868-7684.  

JUNCTION: Oktoberfisch 
Fly Fishing October 17-19.  
Morgan Shady RV Park.  
www.junctiontexas.com.  
325/446-3190.  
KERRVILLE: Fall RoundUp 
Exhibition and Sale 
October 25. Museum of 
Western Art. 830/896.2553.  

LAMPASAS: Herb and Art 
Festival October 11.  
Downtown on the square.

www.lampasaschamber.org.  
512/556-5172.  
LLANO: Llano Heritage 
Weekend October 18-19.  
Various locations. www.llano 
heritageweekend.com.  
MARBLE FALLS: Sculpture 
on Main October 17-18.  
Historic Downtown on Main 
Street. www.marblefalls.org.  
830/693-4449.  
MASON: Fall Art Walk 
October 3-4. Various loca
tions. 325/347-5758.  

PFLUGERVILLE: Pfall Chili 
Pfest October 18. Downtown.  
www.pflugervilletx.gov/chili.  
512/990-6113.  
SAN MARCOS: Pet Fest 
October 11. San Marcos Plaza 
Park. www.preventalitter.  
com/pet-fest.  

SAN MARCOS: Sacred 
Springs Powwow October11.  
Spring Lake. www.indigenous 
cultures.org.  

SONORA: Dry Devil's River 
Music Flood October 4.  
www.drydevilsrrivermusic 
flood.com. 325/387-2880 
or 888/387-2880.  

STONEWALL: Barbecue on 
the Pedernales October 25.  
LBJ National Historical Park.  
www.nps.gov/lyjo.  
830/868-7128 ext. 222.  

TAYLOR: OcTaylorFest 
October 18. Heritage Square 
Park. www.taylorheritage 
society.org. 512/365-3363.  

UVALDE: Halloween Parade 
and Carnival October 29.  
Willie De Leon Civic Center.  
www.visituvalde.com.  
830/278-4115.  
WIMBERLEY: Trick or Treat 
on the Wimberley Square 
October 31. www.wimberley 
merchants.com.  
512/847-3333.  

PANHANDLE 
PLAINS 

ABILENE: Boo at the Zoo 
October 25. Abilene Zoo.  
325/676-6085.  
ABILENE: Western 
Horseman Stock Horse 
World Championship 
October 31-November 2.  
Taylor County Expo Center.  
www.stockhorsetexas.org/ 
schedule/index.html.  
855/846-7468.  
ALBANY: Cell Series: Rachel 
Hecker September 20
January 4. The Old Jail Art 
Center. www.theold 
jailartcenter.org.  
AMARILLO: Cowboy 
Mounted Shooting 
Association World Cham
pionship October 14-19.  
Amarillo National Center.  
www.cmsaevents.com.  
806/376-7767.
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AMARILLO: Balloon Glow 
October 17. Don Harrington 
Discovery Center. www.  
dhdc.org. 806/355-9547.  

BIG SPRING: Mustang 
Woodcarvers Club Show and 
Sale October 27-November 1.  
Dora Roberts Community 
Center. 432/270-2510.  

BROWNFIELD: Terry 
County Harvest Festival 
October 3-4. Coleman Park.  
www.brownfieldchamber.  
com. 806/637-2564.  

CACTUS: Cactus Market 
Days October 18. Across 
from the historic Cactus 
Hotel. 325/949-6200.  

CANYON: Girls of the 
Golden West March 1
February 7. Panhandle
Plains Historical Museum.  
www.panhandleplains.org.  
806/651-2235.  

CANYON: O/ive Vandruff 
Artist of the American West 
March 1-January31.  
Panhandle-Plains Historical 
Museum. www.panhandle 
plains.org.  

COLORADO CITY: Boer 
Goat Cook-Off October 3-4.  
Ruddick Park. www.ccvfd 
stationl.com. 325/728-5252.  

DALHART: Fall Festival 
and Halloween Costume 
Contest October 31. On 
Denrock Avenue between 
Second and Fourth streets.  
www.dalhart.org.  
806/244-5646.  

ELECTRA: Scarecrow 
Festival October 25. Electra 
Chamber of Commerce.  
www.electratexas.org.  
940/495-3577.  

FLOYDADA: Punkin Days 
October11. Floyd County 
Courthouse Square. www.  
floydadachamber.com.  
806/983-3434.  

MINERAL WELLS: Tommy 
Alverson's Family Gathering 
October 2-4. Hog Mountain 
Retreat. www.tommy 
alverson.com.  
940/682-6694.  

MINERAL WELLS: Spiciest 
Festival Around October 4.  
Clark Gardens. www.clark 
gardens.org. 940/682-4856.  

MINERAL WELLS: Crazy 
Water Festival October 11.  
Famous Mineral Water Co.  
www.drinkcrazywater.com.  

POST: C.W. Post Birthday 
Party and Cereal Cook-Off 
October 26. Downtown.  
806/495-4148.  

POST: Post City Trade Day 
October 4. Main Street.  
www.postcitytexas.com.  
806/495-3461.  

QUITAQUE: Texas State 
Bison Musical Festival 
October 4. Caprock Canyons 
State Park. www.caprock

partnersfoundation.com/ 
806/455-1441.  

SAN ANGELO First 
Saturday at the Chicken 
Farm Art Center October 4.  
www.chickenfarmart 
center.com 

SLATON: Fifth Friday 
Slaton on the Square 
October 31. Slaton Town 
Square. www.slaton 
chamberofcommerce.org.  
806/828-6238.  

STANTON: Old Sorehead 
Trade Days October 11-12.  
Downtown streets and 
Community Center 
Complex. www.stantontex.  
com. 432/756-2006.  

STRAWN: Star Party 
October 18. Palo Pinto 
Mountains State Park.  
www.texasastro.org.  
254/210-3015.  

WICHITA FALLS: Top of 
Texas: Arts, Antiques and 
More October 10-11. Coyote 
Ranch Resort. www.topof 
texasantiquescom.  
940/723-0623.  

PINEY WOODS 
BULLARD: Kiepersol 
Estates Harvest Festival and 
Grape Stomp October18.  
Kiepersol Estates.  
www.kiepersol.com.  
903/894-8995.  

CENTER: East Texas 
Poultry Festival October 2-4.  
Historic Downtown. www.  
shelbycountychamber.com.  
936/598-3682.  

CONROE: Conroe Cajun 
Catfish Festival October 10
12. Downtown. www.conroe 
cajuncatfishfestival.com.  
936/539-6009.  

GILMER: East Texas 
Yamboree October 15-18.  
Various locations.  
www.yamboree.com.  
903/843-2413.  
GLADEWATER: 
Gladewater Black Rodeo 
October 4. Gladewater 
Rodeo Grounds. www.real 
cowboyassociation.com.  

HENDERSON: PRCA 
Rodeo October 16-18.  
Rusk County Expo.  
www.hendersontx.us.  
903/657-3699.  
HUNTS VILLE: Scare on 
the Square October 25.  
Downtown square. www.  
huntsvillemainstreet.com.  
936/291-5920.  

JASPER: Fall Festival 
October 4. Jasper County 
Courthouse Square. www.  
jaspercoc.org. 409/384-3721 
or 409/384-2751.  

JEFFERSON: Runaway 
Fright Train October 4, 
10-11,17-18,24-25,31.  
November 1. Historic

STAY & PLAY O, $79* 
. DELUXE HOTEL ROOM, TWO DOUBLE BED B
* UNLIMITED GOLF 

UNLIMITED USE OF DRIVING RANGE 

* UNLIMITED USE OF POOL 

* BREAKFAST DAILY 

"$79per persm, per night. To ntgat in .,iinunn stay required. RANCHO VJ11O 
Based on tiwo person occupancy. Stay nst be comleted by 12//15. RESORT & COUNTRY CLUB 
RVRCC.COM I 800-531-7400 
1 RANCHO V[EJO DR RANCHO VIEO, TX 78575 Mots

Stroll our boardwalks and beaches. Hear about our history 

at the Museum of the Gulf Coast and our historical homes.  

Explore our coastal environment 

and encounter wildlife up close.  

Search for serenity by visiting 
our multi-faith trail.  

Come add your W/ to ours 

Convention & Visitors Bureau - 800.235.7822 - visitPortArthurTx.com
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Jefferson Railway.  
www.JeffersonRailway.com.  
866/398-2038.  

JEFFERSON: The Taste 
of Jefferson October 19.  
Downtown. www.jefferson
texas.com. 903/665-2672.  

LIBERTY: Trinity Valley 
Exposition Fair and Rodeo 
October 10-18. Trinity Valley 
Exposition. www.tvefair.com.  
936/336-7455.  

LUFKIN: Lufkin's Bistro 
October 4. Downtown 
on South First Street.  
www.lufkinsbistro.com.  
800/409.5659 or 
936/633-0349.  

MARSHALL: Journey 
Stories September 22
November 1. The Weisman.  
www.harrisoncountymuseum.  
org. 903/935-8417 ext. 1.  

NACOGDOCHES: Fall Fair 
October 4. Historic Gruebel
Carlson Home. 936/326-9614 
or 936/205-5357.  

PALESTINE: Hot Pepper 
Festival October 24-25.  
Historic Main Street.  
www.visitpalestine.com.  
903/723-3014.  
SAN AUGUSTINE: 
Sassafras Festival 
October 25. San Augustine 
County Courthouse Square.  
www.sanaugustinetx.com.  
936/275-3610.

THE WOODLANDS: Trick 
or Treat Trail October 26.  
Waterway Square. www.  
thewoodlandscvb.com.  
281/363-2447.  

TYLER: Fall Migration 
Celebration at Tyler State 
Park October 11. Tyler State 
Park. www.tpwd.state.tx.us/ 
state-parks/tyler.  
903/597-5338.  

TYLER: Tyler Rose Festival 
October 16-18. Various loca
tions. www.texasrosefestival.  
net. 903/597-3130.  

PRAIRIES 
AND LAKES 

ANDERSON: Henry's 
Wake: A Look at Death and 
Mourning in 19th-Century 
Texas October 11. Fanthorp 
Inn State Historic Site.  
www.birthplaceoftexas.com.  

ANDERSON: Stagecoach 
Day October 11. Fanthorp 
Inn State Historic Site.  
www.birthplaceoftexas.com.  
936/873-2633.  

ATHENS: Fall Festival 
October 11. East Texas 
Arboretum. www.athenstx.  
org. 903/675-5630.  

ATHENS: Halloween at the 
Hatchery October 30. Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center.  
athenstx.org/things-to-do/

halloween-at-the-hatchery
2014. 903/676-2277.  

AUBREY: Aubrey Peanut 
Festival October 4. Aubrey 
Festival Grounds. www.  
aubreypeanutfestival.com.  
940/343-1313.  
BASTROP: Lost Pines Art 
and Music Festival October 4.  
Downtown Bastrop. www.  
bastropfineartsguild.com.  
512/321-8055.  
BASTROP: HalloweenFest 
October 31. Historic Down
town. www.bastropdba.org/ 
halloween. 512/303-0904.  

BELLVILLE: Austin County 
Fair October 8-12. Austin 
County Fair Grounds.  
www.austincountyfair.com.  
979/865-5995.  

BOWIE: Chicken and Bread 
Days October 4. Main 
Street. www.cityofbowietx.  
com. 940/872-6246.  

BRENHAM: Texas Brew 
Step October 18. Main 
Street. www.downtown 
brenham.com. 888/273
6426 or 979-836-3696.  

BRYAN: Boonville Days 
October 3-4. Brazos Valley 
Museum of Natural History.  
www.brazosvalleymuseum.  
org. 979/776-2195.  

BRYAN: Red Wasp Film 
Festival October 18. Grand

Stafford Theater. www.red 
wasp.org. 979/696-2787.  
BURLESON: Founder's 
Day Celebration October 11.  
Old Town Burleson.  
817/447-1575.  
BURTON: La Bahia 
Antiques Show and Sale 
September 26-October 4.  
La Bahia Hall. www.labahia 
antiques.com. 979/289-2684.  

BURTON: Oktoberfest 
Burton October 11. Down
town. www.burtontexas.org.  
979/289-0007.  
CALDWELL: Scare on the 
Square October 25. Down
town. www.BurlesonCounty 
Tx.com/ScareOnSquare.  
979/567-0000.  
CAMERON: Arts-and
Crafts Fair and Cameron 
Fun Run October 4.  
Cameron City Park.  
www.cameron-tx.com.  
254/697-4979.  
CANTON: Autumn Stroll 
Festival October 11.  
Downtown. www.  
VisitCantonTX.com.  
903/567-1849.  
CANTON: First Monday 
Trade Days October 2-5, 
30-November 2. On 1-20 
in Canton from exits 523, 
526, 527 and 528.  

[continued on page 72 7>
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For information from our advertisers, use the forms 

in this issue, or go to www.texashighways.com.  

(Reader service numbers are in bold.) 

1. City of Alpine, pg. 2 
2. Amarillo Convention & Visitors Council, pg. 14 
3. Best Western Texas, pg. 27 
4. Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 35 
5. Bryan/College Station Convention & Visitors 

Bureau, pg. 20 
6. Cedar Park Tourism, pg. 22 
7. Conroe Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 28 
8. Copperas Cove Chamber of Commerce & Visitors 

Bureau, pg. 72 
9. Corpus Christi Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 1 

10. Cuero Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture, 
pg. 21 

11. Deer Park Chamber of Commerce, pg. 74 
12. Denison Chamber of Commerce, pg. 68 
13. DeSoto Chamber of Commerce, pg. 30 
14. Ennis Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 74 
15. Food & Vine Time Productions, pg. 73 
16. Fort Davis Chamber of Commerce, pg. 2 
17. Fort Stockton Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 2 
18. Georgetown Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 63 
19. Glen Rose Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 68 
20. City of Henderson, pg. 73 
21. Irving Arts Center, pg. 14 
22. Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 33 
23. Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, pg. 34 
24. Laredo Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 65 
25. Matagorda County Convention & Visitors 

Bureau, pg. 13 
26. City of Marfa, pg. 2 
27. Midland Convention & Visitors Bureau, 2 
28. Miller Outdoor Theatre, pg. 66 
29. Mineral Wells Chamber of Commerce, pg. 25 
30. Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce, 

pg.33 
31. Odessa Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 2 
32. Pecos Tourism, pg. 2 
33. Plein Air Festival, San Angelo, pg. 35 
34. Port Arthur Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 69 
35. Rancho Viejo Resort & Country Club, pg. 69 
36. San Angelo Chamber of Commerce, pg. 27 
37. San Marcos Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 63 
38. Seguin Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg.72 
39. Sonora Chamber of Commerce, pg. 74 
40. Stark Cultural Venues, pg. 16 
41. Texas Independence Trail, pg. 17 
42. Uvalde Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 65 
43. Victoria Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 19 
44. Visit Big Bend, pg. 28 
45. Visit Lubbock, pg. 10 
46. Waxahachie Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 72 
47. Wings Over Houston Airshow, pg. 74 
48. City of Woodcreek, pg. 66
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From Our Advertisers 

ONLINE: 

Go to www.texashighways.com 

and select Advertising Information 

from the MAGAZINE menu 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on 

the Reader Service Guide to 

Advertisers. Circle the corresponding 

numbers on the postage-paid card 

at right and mail today.  

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free 

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.

H I G H W A Y S 

www.texashighways.com 

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61 
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 

Please print 
FREE Name F E 

Advertising 
Address 

Information 
City State Zip 

Card expires 4/1/15 141001 

TEXAS 
H I G H W A Y S 

www.texashighways.com 

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61 
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please print 

Name 

Address 

City 

Card expires 4/1/15

State

FREE 
Advertising 
Information 

141001

Zip

It's easy to order 
from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

iNE: shiop.texashighways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

Y 800-839-4997(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central " Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central " Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

BYIL: Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways 

PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558 OCT14TH
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COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR YOUR ORDER 
Name 

Street Address 

city State Zip 

Daytime Phone Number ( ) 

(In case we have questions regarding your order)

L_ Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: Q Visa Q MasterCard 
Q Discover Q American Express 

Card number

Expiration date 

Signature
Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8558 

OCT14TH

F;4

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 
Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 

SUBTOTAL 

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas productss + S&H).  
TOTAL

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99...$18.95 
$200.00 + ................ $21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. " For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $10 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$8. Express handling is not available outside the 
continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to 
your subtotal.
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SHOP .  

TULTEXAS!

ON THE ROAD WITH 
TEXAS HIGHWAYS: 
A TRIBUTE TO TRUE TEXAS 
This dazzling book represents a thirty year 

career spent photographing on assignment 
for Texas Highways. If you love Texas, 
you'll love going on the road with Griff.  
Text and photographs by J. Griffis Smith 
with an introduction by E. Dan Klepper.  

10 x 11 inches. 294 color photos.  

39717 ..... $29.95 

T 

YOUR 
E ( 
SPIPIT!-

SATCHEL & 
PAGE JOURNAL 
Th s beautiful journal is hand stitched 

with waxed linen thread using one 
piece of 8 oz. vegetable tanned 

leather. Made in Austin.  
90 pages of unlined, 

recycled paper stock.  
5 inches by 7 inches.  

AGE 37564 ..... $50.00

BIFOLD WALLET 
THis rugged wallet is hand stitched from 8 oz. vegetable 
tanned leather. Made in Austin. Four card pockets and 
one large bill pocket. 4.25 inches by 3.5 inches.  

37565 ..... $65.00

SATCHEL & PAGE MAP CASE 
This handy carryall was inspired by WWII map cases.  
Made in Austin from 8 oz. brown vegetable tanned 
leather with hand stitched seams and old finished 
edges. Adjustable shoulder strap, antique brass 
hardware, and copper rivets. 11.5 inches tall, 
9.5 inches wide, and 3.5 inches dee-.  

37570 ..... $295.00

EASY & 
ORDER: 
shop.texashighways.com 

800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 
from outside the U.S.A.) 

C r, use the ORDER FORM 
in this issue.  

T E XA STI 
H I G H W A Y S 
The TRAVEL MAGAZINE of TEXAS
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( continued from page 70] 

www.visitcantontx.com.  
877/462-7467 or 
903/567-1849.  
CHAPPELL HILL: 
Scarecrow Festival October 
11-12. Chappell Hill Historical 
Society. www.ChappellHill 
HistoricalSociety.com.  
979/836-6033 or 
979/836-2554.  
COLLEGE STATION: 
Brazos Valley Art League 
Member Show: The Blues 
September 9-October 11.  
The Arts Center. www.bvart 
league.org. 979/696-2787.  

COOPER: Delta County 
Annual Chiggerfest October 
14. Historic downtown 
square. www.deltacounty.  
org. 903/395-4314.  

CRANFILLS GAP: Bacon 
Bash Texas October 18.  
Horny Toad Bar and Grill.  
www.baconbashtexas.com.  
325/356-3999.  

CUERO: Turkeyfest 
Celebration October 10-12.  
Cuero Municipal Park and 
downtown. www.turkeyfest.  
org. 361/275-2112.  

DALLAS: Autumn at the 
Arboretum September 20
November 26. Dallas 
Arboretum and Botanical 
Garden. www.dallas 
arboretum.org.

DALLAS: Thomas 
Heatherwick Exhibit 
September 13-January 4.  
Nasher Sculpture Center.  
www.nashersculpture 
center.org.  

DALLAS: Halloween Nights 
at the Dallas Zoo October 23
26. www.DallasZoo.com.  
469/554-7500.  

DALLAS Sightings: Pierre 
Huyghe October 25
January 18. Nasher 
Sculpture Center. www.  
nashersculpturecenter.org 

DENTON: Industrial Street 
International Pop Festival: 
"Geezerpalooza" October19.  
Industrial Street District.  
www.facebook.com/geezer 
palooza. 940/349-7732.  

DENTON: Denton's Day of 
the Dead Festival October 
25. Industrial Street District.  
www.dentondayofthedead 
festival.com.  

EDOM: Edom Festival of 
the Arts October 18-19.  
Downtown. www.VisitEdom.  
com. 903/852-3897.  

ELGIN: Hogeye Festival 
October 25. Downtown.  
www.hogeyefestival.com.  
512/2815724.  

ENNIS: Autumn Days 
in Ennis October 18.  
Historic downtown.  
www.visitennis.org.

FARMERS BRANCH: 
Bloomin' Bluegrass Festival 
and Chili Cook-Off October 
17-18. Farmers Branch 
Historical Park. www.  
bloominbluegrass.com.  
972/919-2631.  

FAYETTEVILLE: 
Lickskillet Days Festival 
October 18-19. SPJST Hall 
and around the downtown 
square. www.fayetteville 
txchamber.org.  
979/378-4021.  

FLATONIA: Czhilispiel 42 
October 24-26. Downtown.  
www.czhilispiel.com.  
361/865-3920.  

FORT WORTH: World Gay 
Rodeo Finals October 16-19.  
Will Rogers Memorial 
Center. www.igra.com/ 
rodeo-fans/finals.  
817/392-6974.  

FORT WORTH: Faces of 
Impressionism: Portraits 
from the Musee D'Orsay 
October 19-January 25.  
Kimbell Art Museum.  
www.kimbellart.org.  
817/332-8451.  

FORT WORTH: Oakwood 
Cemetery Saints and Sinners 
Tour October 24-26.  
Oakwood Cemetery.  
www.stockyardsmuseum.  
org/north-fort-worth
historical-society.html.

FORT WORTH: Red 
Steagall Cowboy Gathering 
and Western Swing Festival 
October 24-26. Fort Worth 
Stockyards National 
Historic District. www.  
redsteagallcowboygathering.  
com. 817/444-5502.  

FORT WORTH: 
Fort Worth Alliance Air 
Show October 25.  
Alliance Airport. www.  
allianceairshow.com.  

GARLAND: Fall Festival 
at Firewheel Town Center 
October 25. Firewheel Town 
Center. www.firewheeltown 
center.com. 972/675-1041.  

GLEN ROSE: The Promise 
September 5-November 1.  
Texas Amphitheatre.  
www.ThePromiseGlen 
Rose.com. 254/897-3926.  

GLEN ROSE: Paluxy River 
Fall Bluegrass Festival 
October 2-4. Oakdale Park.  
www.OakdalePark.org.  
254/897-2321.  

GLEN ROSE: Fossilmania 
XXXII October 24-26.  
Glen Rose Expo Center.  
931/456-9040.  

GONZALES: Come and 
Take It Festival October 3-5.  
Historic downtown.  
www.gonzalestexas.com/ 
celebrations/come-and-

take-it. 888/672-1095 or 
830/672-6532.  
GRANBURY: Granbury 
Gunslingers on the Square 
October 4. Historic Gran
bury Square. www.granbury 
tx.com. 817/579-7233.  

GRANBURY: Harvest 
Moon Festival October 18-19.  
Historic downtown square.  
www.granburysquare.com.  
817/573-5299.  
GRAND PRAIRIE: 
Oktoberfest October 4.  
Traders Village. www.  
TradersVillage.com.  
972/647-2331.  
GRAPEVINE: Bewitched 
by the Barn October 25.  
Nash Farm. www.NashFarm.  
org. 817/410-3185.  

GRAPEVINE: Annual 
Butterfly Flutterby 
October 18. Grapevine 
Botanical Gardens.  
www.grapevinetexasusa.  
com. 817/410-8136 or 
800/457-6338.  
GRAPEVINE: Fall Roundup 
at Nash Farm October 18.  
Nash Farm. www.grapevine 
texasusa.com. 817/410-3185 
or 800/457-6338.  

GRAPEVINE: Hallo-Wine 
Trail October 25. Various 
locations. www.grapevine 
texasusa.com. 817/410-3185 
or 800/457-6338.

GREENVILLE: Bob Wills 
Fiddle Contest and Music 
Festival October 31
November 2. Historic down
town. www.visitgreenville 
texas.com. 903/455-1510.  

HAMILTON: Hamilton 
County Dove Festival 
October 24-26. Downtown 
square. www.hamiltondove 
fest.com. 254/386-3216.  

JOSHUA: Fall Festival 
October 18. Joshua High 
School. www.joshua 
chamber.org. 817/556-2480.  

KAUFMAN: Scarecrow 
Festival October 25.  
Kaufman Town Square.  
www.facebook.com/ 
kaufmanscarecrowfestival.  
972/932-3118.  
KERENS: Kerens Cotton 
Harvest Festival October 18.  
Cotton Harvest Festival.  
www.kerenscottonharvest 
festival.com. 903/396-2665.  

LA GRANGE: Trick-or
Treat on the Square 
October 31. Fayette County 
Courthouse Square.  
www.visitlagrangetx.com.  
979/968-3017.  

LOCKHART: Speaking of 
the Dead October 10-11.  
City Cemetery. www.  
lockhartchamber.com.  
512/398-6292 or 
512/398-2818.

U.i 

Experience down home hospitality that can only be 
found in Waxahachie. You'll find the legendary Ellis 
County Courthouse, plus numerous unique dining and 
shopping opportunities. Upcoming events include: 
SCREAMS, Mini Grand Prix, Crossroads of Texas Film 
Festival and Texas Country Reporter Festival.  
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PEcAN FEST 

Saturday, Oct 25 
Music, Food, Trade Booths, Pecan Treats, 

Pecan Pie Contest, HEB Pecan Ice Cream, 
Pumpkin Patch, Hat Parade, Ag Exhibits, 
Museum Tours, Quilt and Pottery Shows, 
Haunted House, Live Theatre, and more! 

Historic Ghost Tours Oct 24 & 25, 
Tour de Pecan Bike Ride Oct 25, 

Riverside Cemetery Tours Oct 26, 
Pecan Classic Golf Tournament Oct 26

SEGUIN 
PECAN CAPITAL. OF TEXAS



LULING: Night In Old 
Luling October 11.  
Watermelon Thump 
Pavilion. 830/263-0122 or 
830/875-3214 ext. 1.  

MADISONVILLE: Texas 
Mushroom Festival October 
18. Downtown square. www.  
texasmushroomfestival.com.  
877/908-8808.  

MCKINNEY: National 
Fossil Day Celebration 
October 11. Heard Natural 
Science Museum & Wildlife 
Sanctuary. www.heard 
museum.org. 972/562-5566.  

MCKINNEY: Legends of 
McKinney Ghost Walk 
October 18, 25. www.  
chestnutsquare.org.  
972/562-8790.  

MCKINNEY: Scare on the 
Square October 31. Down
town. www.downtown 
mckinney.com.  
972/547-2660.  

MCKINNEY: Third Monday 
Trade Days October 17-19.  
www.tmtd.com.  
972/562-5466.  

MESQUITE: Pumpkin Fest 
October 18. City Lake Park.  
www.cityofmesquite.com/ 
pard/pumpkinfest.php.  
972/216-6260.  

MESQUITE: Cowboys of 
Color Finals Rodeo October 
25. Mesquite Arena. www.  
cowboysofcolorrodeo.com.  
972/285-8777.  

MOUNT VERNON: Wine 
in the Pines October 24-25.  
Downtown square. www.  
mtvernonwine.com.  
903/537-4070.  

PARKER: Parkerfest 
October 25. Parker Preserve.  
www.parkertexas.us.  
972/881-2231.  

PLANO: Plano International 
Festival October 18.  
Haggard Park. www.plano 
internationalfestival.org.  
214/495-7838.  

RED OAK: Red Oak Fall 
Festival October 25. Red 
Oak City Park. www.red 
oaktx.org. 469/218-1202.  

RICHARDSON: Dallas 
VideoFest 27 October 9-19.  
Alamo Drafthouse 
Richardson. www.  
videofest.org.  

ROSEBUD: Halloween 
on Main October 31.  
Downtown. www.rosebudtx.  
org/rosebudtexaschamber.  

ROUND TOP: Original 
Round Top Fall Antiques 
Fair October 1-4. Round Top 
Antiques. www.roundtop 
antiques.com. 512/237-4747.  

ROUND TOP: Townsfolk 
October 25-November 2.  
The Gallery at Round Top.  
www.thegalleryatroundtop.  
com. 979/249-4119.

ROUND TOP: German 
Heritage Festival October 
25-26 .Various venues.  
www.thegalleryatroundtop 
and www.roundtop.org.  
830/765-9979.  

ROWLETT: Paint Rowlett 
Plein Air Competition 
October 2-November 1.  
Rowlett Public Library.  
972/475-1836.  

ROYSE CITY: FunFest 
October18. Downtown.  
www.roysecitychamber.com.  
972/636-5000.  

SALADO: Fright Trail at 
Tablerock October18, 25.  
Tablerock Amphitheater.  
www.tablerock.org.  
254/947-9205.  

SEALY: Bluegrass Music 
Weekend October 23-25.  
Coushatte Recreational 
Ranch. 979/865-5250.  

SEGUIN: Guadalupe 
County Fair October 9-12.  
Guadalupe County 
Fairgrounds and Central 
Park. www.gcfair.org.  

SEGUIN: Pecan Fest 
Heritage Days October 24
26. Central Park. www.visit 
seguin.com. 830/401-0810.  

SHINER: Fall Half-Moon 
Cookoff October 17-18.  
Green-Dickson Municipal 
Park. www.shinertx.com.  
361/594-4180.  

SMITHVILLE: Texas Photo 
Festival October 11-12.  
Downtown. www.smithville 
tx.org. 512/237-2313.  

TEMPLE: Austin Cat 
Fanciers Show, 
Championship and 
Household Pet Cat Show 
October 4-5. Frank W.  
Mayborn Convention 
Center. www.austincat 
fanciers.com. 512/827-6573.  

TEMPLE: Main Street 
Fright Fest October 31. www.  
templetx.org. 254/773-2105.  

THE COLONY: Family 
Fright Night October 25-26.  
Stewart Creek Park. visitthe 
colonytx.com. 972/625-1106.  

TODD MISSION: Texas 
Renaissance Festival 
October 11-November 30.  
www.TexRenFest.com.  
800/458-3435.  

VAN: Van Oil Festival 
October 11 Downtown.  
www.vantx.com.  

WACO: Heart O' Texas Fair 
and Rodeo October 2-11.  
Extraco Events Center. www.  
hotfair.com. 254/776-1660.  

WASHINGTON: 
Revolutionary Ghost Stories 
October 19. Washington
on-the-Brazos State 
Historic Site. www.birth 
placeoftexascom.  

WAXAHACHIE: 
Crossroads of Texas Film
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... Established in 1889, Sonora boasts 
s. a wealth of historical attractions 

___ and a heritage steeped in ranching 
tradition. Visit the fully restored 

I ;Sutton County Courthouse, an 
' authentic frontier homestead at 

- the Miers Home Museum or take 
a true trip through time at the Old 
Sonora Ice House Ranch Museum.  

www.sonoratexas.org 

(888)-387-2880 

Saturday, October 18th 
Downtown Ennis ial FSrivq( 

9)(irumn S 

Arts & Crafts -Tasty Treats 

Railroad Museum Live Entertainment 
Pumpkin Decorating " Children's Activities

Festival October 9-12.  
Various locations. www.  
waxahachiecvb.com.  
469/309-4012.  

WAXAHACHIE: Texas 
Country Reporter Festival 
October 25. Downtown.  
www.texascountryreporter.  
com. 469/309-4046.  

WEATHERFORD: First 
Monday Trade Days 
October 3-5, 31-November 2.  
www.weatherfordtx.gov.  
817/598-4351.  
WEATHERFORD: 
Hometown Heritage 
Stampede October 11.  
Historic Downtown.  
www.weatherfordtx.gov.  
817/598-4034.  

WHITNEY: Pioneer Day 
Festival October 2-4.  
Downtown. 254/694-2540.  

WHITNEY: Classic Car 
Show and Trick-or-Treat 
October 25. Downtown.  
www.lakewhitneychamber.  
com. 254/694-2540.  

SOUTH TEXAS 
PLAINS 

BEEVILLE: Made in Texas: 
Art, Life & Culture 1845
1900 September 20
January 11. Beeville Art 
Museum. www.bamtexas.  
org. 361/358-8615.  

EAGLE PASS: Eagle Riders 
Bike Rally October 17-18.  
Maverick County 
Fairgrounds. 830/872-1541.  

GEORGE WEST: George 
West Storyfest October 
31-November 2. Live Oak 
County Square. www.  
georgeweststoryfest.com.  
361/449-2481 
or 888/600-3121.  

GOLIAD: Goliad Market 
Days October 11. Goliad 
Courthouse Square. www.  
goliadcc.org. 361/645-3563.

GOLIAD: Missions Tour 
de Goliad October 18.  
www.goliadcc.org.  
361/645-3563.  
LAVERNIA: Sunday 
Music and Art in the Park 
October 26. La Vernia City 
Park. www.laverniaarts.org.  
210/216-8218.  

MCALLEN: PalmFest 
October 4-5. McAllen 
Convention Center.  
www.palmfest.com.  
956/681-3828.  

MISSION: Butterfly Whirl 
August 30-January 11.  
National Butterfly Center.  
www.nationalbutterflycenter.  
org. 956/583-5400.  
PLEASANTON: Cowboy 
Homecoming October 24
25. Atascosa County 
Showbarn Grounds.  
www.pleasantoncofc.com.  
830/569-2163.  

SAN ANTONIO: Market 
Square Classic Car, Custom 
Motorcycle and Vintage 
Bicycle Show October 4-5.  
Historic Market Square.  
www.facebook.com/ 
marketsquaresa.  
210/207-8600.  

SAN ANTONIO: Firearms 
of the Texas Frontier: 
Flintlock to Cartridge 
October 15-April15. The 
Alamo. www.thealamo.org.  
210/225-1391.  

SAN ANTONIO: San 
Antonio Beer Festival 
October 18. Maverick Park.  
www.sanantoniobeerfestival.  
com. 210/388-0606.  

SAN ANTONIO: Bexar 
County Czech Heritage 
Festival October 26. KC 
Hall. www.czechheritage.org.  
210/649-2702.  

WESLACO: Alfresco 
Weslaco September18, 
October 16, November 20.  
www.weslaconow.com.  
956/969-0838.

WANT MORE? 
GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT 
www.t sigh w ys.cosm 

FOR A FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways 
Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714
9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or 
Canada, between 8-6 Central.  

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/452
9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center, where a 
professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide, map, and quarterly 
Texas Highways Events Calendar).  

TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION: www.texas 
highways.com and go to Events, Event Submission form; 
email: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways Events 
Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Listing deadlines: 
Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1; Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; 
Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1; Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1.

74 texashighways.com I OCTOBER 2014



Daytripper 
WITH CHET GARNER

but was instantly distracted by the two-ton 

butter sculpture in the corner.

f, 
"a CHET GARNER 

is tle ht t, "y 

The Daytripe" 
travel show on 
PBS, w'ww.the
daytvi

I

Getting' Corny at the State Fair 
There's no denying that Texans know how to throw a party. Whether 
it's SXSW in Austin or The Great Texas Mosquito Festival in Clute, 
we do it right. And if you take all that Texas pride, 100 years of history, 
a mascot as tall as a building, and toss it in a deep fryer, what comes out 
is the biggest party of all-the State Fair of Texas in Dallas.

I hit the gates as soon 

as they opened and became one of the 

millions of visitors who come to Fair Park 

each year for the State Fair. While the 

grounds themselves are a National Historic 

Landmark full of amazing Art Deco architec

ture, the grandest landmark of all is Big Tex, 
towering above the fair at a whopping 55 

feet tall. I greeted the big guy and headed 

into the Hall of State, which houses a 

museum dedicated to Big Tex history, from 

his debut in 1952 to his Texas-size comeback 

after he burned in a 2012 fire.  

Excitement swelled inside 

the park along with the Familiar smell of 

deep-fried food. The yearly "Big Tex Choice 

Awards" have become the undeniable Super

bowl of fried cooking, spawning abundant 

creative and downright sinful selections.  

To kick things off, I started at the classic 

Fletcher's Corny Dogs, from the company 

credited with inventing the corn dog and

introducing it here in 1942. I doused my 

piping-hot corn dog in mustard, and in no 

time was gnawing remnant fried morsels 

from the wooden stick.  

I hopped on the Texas 
Skyway, a gondola hanging 65 feet in the 

air. The ride gave me the perfect bird's-eye 

view to plan my next moves.  

I wandered into the 

Livestock Exhibits and found myself standing 

nose-to-nose with prizewinning steers and 

blue-ribbon chickens. The fair may be in a 

fancy city; however, at heart it's still a Texan 

affair, all the way down to the aromatic pens.  

I found more than a few 

hobbies to master inside the Creative Arts 

Building, housing case after case of award

winning artwork ranging from patchwork 

sweaters to yarn-ball dolls. I was almost 

inspired to start working on my crochet skills,

Salivating, I headed 

immediately for some deep

fried butter. Once I bit into the 

warm, doughy ball, drizzled with 

honey and stuffed with a small 

pat of melted butter, I became 

a butter-believer.

ry
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pper.con 
I roamed the 

park in a deep-fried oblivion, sampling its 

golden-brown treasures: fried pimento cheese, 
fried biscuits and gravy, fried pizza, and even 

fried beer. I finally satiated my deep-fried 

desires with a plate of fried Nutella.  

I took a break at the 

Pan Am Arena for the nightly ostrich races.  

The human jockeys took their seats atop 

their noble birds and the feathers started fly

ing. The race was literally neck and neck the 
entire time and my belly hurt from laughing.  

I braved some rides at the 
Midway, starting with the Texas Star Ferris 

wheel, the tallest in Texas at 212 feet high.  

This worked up my confidence for a few 
more twirling rides, and my over-confidence 

to think I could win a giant stuffed bear on 

one of the many games.  

It was time for one of my 

favorite State Fair traditions-the Starlight 
Parade. I grabbed a fresh-squeezed 

lemonade and joined the families lining the 

streets to watch the lighted floats and street 

performers pass by. It was a grand finale 

to a grand day.  

The State Fair of Texas is a celebration of 

our deep-fried lovin', livestock raisin', sun

swelterin' state, and the friendly and creative 

people who live in it. It's so diverse, but 

one thing's for sure: You'll have a Texas-size 

time. So whether you follow my footsteps 

or forge your own path, I hope to see you 

on the road. * 

The 2014 State Fair of Texas 
will be held Sep. 26-Oct. 19. Call 
214/565-9931; www.bigtex.com.



Matters 

THE LIGHTER SIDE OF TRAVELING
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Road Rules 
A JOURNEY OF 1,000 MILES BEGINS WITH BREAKFAST.  

text by Barbara Rodriguez illustration by Michael Witte

UTUMN IS MY FAVORITE SEASON 
to hit the road. Destinations aside, 
what makes for a perfect roadtrip? 

Every roadtrip should begin be

fore dawn. That's because there is 

something about being on the road 

when the sun comes up that makes 

the first day of any journey extra 

special. For me, seeing the sun rise is absolute proof that the 

day is wide open to adventure.  

The biggest plus of an early start: breakfast on the road

preferably in a diner or country cafb, a homey place where 

generations of folks have buttered biscuits together. To make 

the experience even more memorable, I always eat something 

I wouldn't cook for myself. Anywhere there is a house-made 

cinnamon roll on the menu, at least one must be purchased.  

Now that it's clear that my path to a perfect roadtrip runs 

through the belly, let me address car snacks. It's simple: There 

must be snacks. Snacks make crowded backseats, traffic sna

fus, and rainy days on the road better.  

I like to travel with a cheeseboard and a small paring knife 

(inspired years ago by an intriguing sidetrack to Veldhuizen 

Cheese Shoppe near Dublin, Texas), because there is going

to be a perfect picnic opportunity on every roadtrip. And a 

cheeseboard, which must include three different cheeses, crisp 

apples, grapes, cherry tomatoes, and a crusty loaf of bread, is 

my assurance of contentment when that opportunity presents 

itself. I do this whether I am backpacking abroad, traveling by 

train, or paddling the Brazos.  

Here's the strangest thing on my must-pack list: a fire starter, 
bundle of kindling, andafew logs. If you are going to be in transit 

for an extended period of time, there will be a state park or com

mercial campsite somewhere along the way where for a small fee 

you can have access to a fire pit. Schedule a campfire and s'mores 

into the trip, even if just to spend a few companionable hours of 

fireside musing before you move on to a cushy hotel bed.  

For a perfect journey, be sure to script in a happy ending. At 

the very least, stop somewhere scenic long enough to allow each 

member of the traveling party to share 

There must be a memorable moment from the trip.  

snacks. Snacks Or a few minutes of shared gratitude 

make crowded for one another's company. Hold that 

backseats, traffic thought as you slide into home. *
snafus, and 
rainy days on 
the road better.

Find fbs Rodrique. l 41 adventure at 

texashighuways.co/in/matters.
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INTENSE FALL color, shown here in late October at Lost Maples State Natural Area, depends on weather conditions. PHOT0: Inge Johnsson

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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