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Toyota Hauls Country Music's Brightest Stars 

Tundra, Official Vehicle of the Toyota Texas Bass Classic is reeling in 

the fun for the entire family. Spend the day celebrating Texas, drive 

the latest Toyota SUV's and trucks, teach your children about the 

great outdoors, see the greatest anglers in the world and finish the 

day with a free concert performed by country music superstars. Visit 

www.ToyotaTexasBassClassic.com for concert lineups and event 

information.
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TOM HARVEY, who writes about bird watching in the 

Valley in this issue, grew up in a hunting family and began 
dove hunting at age 12. His father, DeWitt Harvey, a lifelong 

-unter, started birding in midlife and began traveling to 
Africa, the Galapagos and other birding hot spots. His exam

ple taught Tom a lot about the 

common ground between hunters 

and birders. In 1995, when Tom 

was still new on the job with the 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart

ment, he saw a painted bunting on 

a guided tour at Guadalupe River 

State Park. This "aha!" moment of 

f "x s seeing a bird splashed with all the 

colors of the rainbow sparked his 

own interest in birds and birding.  
Tom is media communications 

director with TPWD.  

I VARK KLYM is coordinator of the Texas Humming

bird Roundup and Texas Wildscapes programs at the Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Department. He grew up just across the bor

der in Canada, where he developed a love for the outdoors 

spending time fishing, birding and 
hiking. Mark, who wrote this month's 

Wild Thing on the buff-bellied .  

hummingbird, developed his special 

interest in hummingbirds early, 

when he found a male ruby-throated 

hummingbird exploring the plants in 

his grandfather's greenhouse. Mark 

followed the hummingbirds to Texas 

in 1999 to work for TPWD. He is 

co-author of the book Hummingbirds of 

Texas and editor of TPWD's Eye on 

Nature and Texas Hummer newsletters.  

BURNIE KESSNERwas born and raised in Brazoria 

County, and, like most boys, he gave in to the strong primitive 

urge to build bows and arrows out of sticks so he could shoot 

things. He's been at it ever since. Burnie, who contributed this 

month's Skill Builder on archery, coordinates the Texas affiliate of 

the National Archery in the Schools Program for TPWD. His 

first store-bought bow was a fiberglass 
Bear recurve, which worked great for 
bow fishing when he was young. He 

graduated to a compound bow that he 

clearly remembers buying on layaway 

from the sporting goods store at the 

"new" mall in Lake Jackson. He had 

his first formal archery instruction 

when he underwent training to teach 

beginning archers in 1993. Burnie 

lives in Bryan with his wife and 4

"F month-old son.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 7
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AT ISSUAE-MM
FROM THE P E N OF CARTER P. S M IT H 

To borrow a line from former state Rep. W.R. Chambers back in 1945, "It requires more than a cow pasture 

and an excited chamber of commerce to make a park go." 

Furthermore, as historian James Wright Steely documented in his detailed account of the history of the Texas 

state parks system, Parksfor Texas, the will and hands of dedicated people played (and still play) a vital role in shap

ing the system we enjoy today. As Steely notes, arguably no hands were as instrumental in the early development 

of Texas' state parks than those of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).  

Created during the Great Depression, the CCC enrolled young men ages 18-25 in teams across the nation to 

implement conservation measures such as reseeding eroded fields and pastures and reforesting national parks and 

forests. Known as the "forest army" and the "soil soldiers," these men were also tasked with helping to create and

develop national and state parks, including approximately 30 state parks in Texas.  

One of those places was Bastrop State Park. Like their counterparts across the state and 

the nation, the men of CCC companies 1805 and 1811 were undoubtedly a hardy and skilled 

bunch. Dispatched to the wilds of the "Lost Pines" region, they were charged with devel

oping a new flagship state park at Bastrop.  

The CCC men teamed up with local stonemasons and master carpenters to develop the 

park's signature rugged design aesthetic, with buildings created from local materials such 

as red sandstone and hand-cut pine and cedar. Their handiwork is omnipresent through

out the park's boundaries, from the point of entry to the cabins, refectory, overlook and 

other structures that help define the site's distinctive character and feel for park visitors.  

While their defining work has largely stood the test of time, the forest around it has not 

been so fortunate. Altered dramatically by the Labor Day fires of last year, the signature "Lost 

Pines" of Bastrop were scorched in the fire's destructive path. To make matters worse, heavy 

rains (usually praised by this author) fell on the park's exposed, barren hillsides, creating 

substantial erosion and damage to roads, trails, campsites and the forest soils themselves.  

Our Bastrop park staff immediately went to work addressing the myriad rebuilding and 

restoration challenges the fire presented. Their efforts to reopen the park have been sim

ply herculean, cleaning up debris, clearing and cutting down hazardous trees and limbs, 

restoring campsites and overseeing work to rebuild roads and other infrastructure.
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Given the extent of the fire's damage and the limits of staff capacity, our parks team called in a modern-day 

version of the former "soil soldiers" of the CCC to aid in the recovery. We found them in the talented young men 

and women of the American YouthWorks Environmental Corps. This exemplary nonprofit conservation pro

gram focuses on job creation and service programs designed to help build and restore the natural environment.  

American YouthWorks has been an indispensible partner and a natural fit at Bastrop State Park. The team mem

bers have rebuilt trails and bridges, installed erosion-control features, restored habitat for the imperiled Hous

ton toad, cut down dangerous trees and limbs that posed safety hazards for visitors and engaged in a multitude of 

difficult but necessary tasks needed to put the park back on solid footing. In short, they have undoubtedly made 

their predecessors from the old CCC companies 1805 and 1811 mighty proud.  

As we celebrate 75 years of serving visitors and stewarding Bastrop State Park, I hope you'll come out and see 

the fruits of all the labors of those who walked and worked in those woods before you. Thanks for caring about 

our wild things and wild places. They need you now more than ever.

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  

8 * AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2012
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PICKS, PANS AND PROBES FROM OUR READERS

FO REWORD LETTER S
It takes more than a handful of birdseed and a "We Heart Birds" doormat to 
be named America's "Birdiest City," as two Texas coastal communities have discovered.  

Corpus Christi and Port Aransas are not just fly-by-night birding destinations hav

ing a good year - they're well on their way to becoming legends. Winning successive 

titles gives these two towns world-class status, attracting flocks of enthusiasts and bring

ing prosperity to local retailers who offer lodging, fuel and food.  

Sure, it doesn't hurt to be located at the intersection of transcontinental birding high

ways. All birders long to be trapped in that avian traffic jam. To get from 

"birdy" to "birdiest" takes effort, know-how and a Field ofDreams men

tality. Corpus Christi now earns almost half of its travel revenue from W 

nature tourism, and that's a whopping half-billion dollars annually. In 

this issue, Rob McCorkle takes a look at how these two communities 

have discovered a pot of gold by providing the ultimate in hospitality to 

visiting friends, whether they sport feathers or binoculars.  

The trend - and hard work - doesn't stop there. Across the state, 

communities are working to provide and preserve habitat to attract 

and sustain migrating birds and those who follow them. Down in the 

Valley, there are no less than nine locations encompassing the World 

Birding Center, providing the backdrop for a delightful treasure hunt 

for Tom Harvey in this month's Three Days in the Field. In the Gold

en Triangle, communities like Beaumont and Orange are promoting was st 

nature tourism and opening new gardens and parks. Rockport is of memori 
famous for its hummingbird festival. Historic Galveston attracts its Mike Co 
own share of enthusiasts. Grove 

The Hill Country is a haven for endangered songbirds, and in places 

like Concan, sightings of golden-cheeked warblers and black-capped MIKE 

vireos provide as much allure as the crystal waters of the spring-fed 

rivers. In the Big Thicket, East Texas birders hunt for rare woodpeck

ers and sparrows. The list of communities going "birdy" grows longer.

In each community, the work begins with a few passionate individuals. They persuade 

civic planners to leave some of those "weeds" in that abandoned property and protect 

it as a park. Perhaps they encourage local bed-and-breakfasts to provide binoculars and 

bird guides, feeders and water, and teach them how to market themselves to their nat

ural audience. They raise money to build boardwalks and blinds; they educate them

selves and provide informational signage and kiosks so that others can learn, too. They 

plant native vegetation and encourage their neighbors to do the same. Before you know 

it, everyone wants to paint the fence with Tom Sawyer.  

What could be better than reaping financial rewards for stewarding wild things and 

wild places? Increasingly, tourists are finding out that getting back in touch with nature 

on vacation brings them mental, emotional and physical happiness. Yes, happiness 

that one thing they haven't created an app for yet! 

LOUIE BOND 
EDITOR
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SIMPSON WAS A MAN'S MAN Mike Cox's article on Grover Simp

son ("The Lawman Who Busted 

LBJ," May 2012) takes me back to a place 

I had almost forgotten, but wouldn't 

dare. When I was an ii- or 12-year-old 

kid, we had a lake house on Lake Travis.

I dent. I d

On the weekend evenings I 

would sit down at the boat 

docks with my dad and a 

bunch of old fishermen 

telling tales. My eyes would 

be glued to the far reaches of 

the lake looking for Mr.  

Simpson's boat. If he came 

by, and we were all sitting out 

there, he would stop, tie off 

at someone's dock (hopeful

ly ours) and come tell us a 

few real tales that kept me 

right on the edge of the con

crete steps.  

Whether it was a tale of 

stupid fishermen or some 

idiot poaching deer, he 

would always have something 

to say. And yeah, we heard 

his version of the LBJ inci

on't know why I loved to hear

those stories so much from Warden 

Simpson; I just had an unwavering respect 

for him. I asked my dad one day why 

everyone out there seemed to just latch 

on to Mr. Simpson and show him so 

much admiration. My dad's reply was easy: 

"He's a real man's man, son." 

Grover Simpson was the first man's 

man I ever met, and I haven't met many 

like him since then. I miss him and all 

that he stood for.  

STEVE MUNSELLE 

Austin 

SIMPSON'S TALES OF ADVENTURE 

njoyed the article about Game War

den Grover Simpson ("The Lawman

I

ruck by a rush 
es when I read 
x's story about 
r Simpson." 

THOMASSON 
Austin



MAIL CALL
Who Busted LBJ," May 2012). I can 

picture the old green and white Chevy 

coming to a halt in the driveway next

door to my grandparents' house in 

Austin. It was always a treat to run over 

to his backyard and to listen to some of 

his stories and adventures. They always 

seemed larger than life and very fasci

nating to a young kid.  

He once gave me a baby jackrabbit 

that he had rescued. I took "Jack" back to 

Corpus Christi and raised him the best 

I could. When it was time, my dad took 

me and Jack to my grandpa's place out

side of Carrizo Springs. Turning him 

loose was hard for an 8-year-old, but I 

knew it was best for Jack.  

Love your magazine.  

GREGG HOWARD 

Carrizo Springs 

ABOVE AND BEYOND 

Much to enjoy in the May issue, but 
I was struck by a rush of memories 

when I read Mike Cox's story about 

Grover Simpson ("The Lawman Who 
Busted LBJ," May 2012).

In the late '70s and early ' 8 0s, I was 

president of Travis Audubon Society and 

was involved in securing the first very 

large (500-acre) TAS wildlife sanctuary.  

The property, near Cedar Park, was 
owned by Chell and Lena Baker, and was 

to become the property of TAS with the 

expiration of the life estate held by the 

Bakers. Chell, a retired Texas Ranger, 

died before Lena, and she lived alone on 

the property. She must have been in her 

90s and quite frail. I remarked from time 

to time to others that it seemed quite risky 

for her to live by herself a good distance 

from any help if she had problems.  

The answer was always the same 

Grover Simpson checked on her nearly 

every day. Pretty sure that wasn't in the 

prescribed duties of a game warden, but 

I know he took it to be part of his job.  

MIKE THOMASSON 

Austin 

BEAUTIFUL BIRD BLIND K udos to TPWD for the new bird 

blind at Pedernales Falls State 

Park! During my recent visit to the

park, I was fortunate to see this beauti

ful painted bunting enjoying food and 
water at the blind. Texans are blessed to 

have such fine state parks and dedicat

ed TPWD employees.  

Support and preserve Texas state parks 

by visiting one this summer! 

DAVID KING 

Austin 

SSound off for Mail Call 

Let us hear from you! 
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 

welcomes letters from our readers.  
Please include your name, address 

and daytime telephone number.  
; at 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, 
4200 Smith School Road, 

Austin, TX 78744.  
Fax u:s at 512-389-8397.  

Email us at magazine@tpwd.state.tx.us 
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity.

ow's your chance to enter to win one of sever 
dream hunt packages on some of the finest private 
ranches and prime wildlife areas in the state. Hunt 
desert bighorn sheep, white-tailed and mule deer, 
pronghorn, quail, waterfowl, sable antelope and more! 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/win 
You can also purchase by phone at (800) 895-4248 
or at any license retailer for just $10.  

*A $5 administrative fee is required for each online transaction. You may purchase as many Big Time Texas Hunts 
entries and any additional hunting and fishing licenses during this shopping transaction for this one time $5 fee.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * II

-- m



C~J7~1F
I E~ N A J

RISING FROM THE ASHES 
Bastrop State Park celebrates its 75th anniversary and wildfire recovery.

If it's true that "what doesn't kill us 
makes us stronger," then Bastrop State 

Park should be as powerful as Hercules 

these days. One year after devastating 
wildfires swept through the majestic Lost 

Pines and threatened the lifeblood of the 

area, hope springs up like the bold pine 

seedlings that have begun to thrust taeir 

tufty green heads toward the sun.  

That Labor Day weekend inferno will 

long be remembered for the i,6oo 

homes lost in the Bastrop area and for 

12 * AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2012

the scorched park, but also for the 

heroic measures and generous offerings 

from near and far. Park employees per

formed remarkable fea:s as they fought 

to save the iconic Civilian Conservation 

Corps cabins and other structures.  

Sadly, for some, the insatiable flames 

demolished their cwn homes nearby.  

"They're a very tough bunch," says 

Bastrop State Park Manager Roger Dolle.  

"I'm so proud of all of them and the way 

they mustered through. It's a big punch

to the stomach to lose everything you 

have. To meet them, you'd never know 

what they've been through." 

In fact, park employees have done 
much more than muster through. With 

the help of volunteers from every walk of 

life, they turned the park back around for 

an April reopening. They even tempted 

fate by opening the park on Friday the 

13th. At that point, it would take more 

than superstition to faze Bastrop folks.  

April was an important target date, as it 

marked the 75th anniversary of Bastrop 

State Park. The architect of Bastrop State 

Park, Arthur Fehr, followed National 

Park Service design principles that sug

gested harmony with the surrounding 

landscape of rolling hills and pine forests 

and use of native materials for construc

tion. The CCC-built stone cabins at 

Bastrop appear to grow out of the ground 

like a natural outcrop. Two other 

Depression-era groups, the National 

Youth Administration and the Works 

Progress Administration, contributed to 

the park's many features and structures.  

American YouthWorks, a modern pro

gram patterned after these programs, has 

sent teams of young people out to help 

put Bastrop back to rights. Under the 

supervision of natural resource special

ists, young people have been building 

bridges over creeks (dry in 2011, but now 

flowing) and clearing trails.  

"What's amazing is how fast they work," 

Dolle says. "They really bust their tails.  

We ask them to do something and then 

it's done. We pull them in 10 different 

directions every day." 
The park provided lodging to the 

youth in the form of FEMA trailers.  

AYW provided equipment and sup

plies for the job, coming with its own
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budget and tools like hammers 
and chainsaws.  

"These kids have been out
standing, beyond our expecta
tions," Dolle says. "The younger 
generation gets a bad rap, but 

these kids are out there learning 
life skills and dedicating their 
time to help the environment." 

On Labor Day weekend this 

year, the park will be the scene of 
a happier gathering. As the 75th 
anniversary celebration contin

ues, the ironically named 
Burning Pine 5K-ioK will be 
held, a cooperative effort between 

the local YMCA and the Friends 
of the Lost Pines. There will be 
live music and barbecue at the 
rodeo grounds across the street 

from the park. Interpretive sta

tions and CCC exhibits will help 
tell the story of the fire to visitors.  

The festivities offer a way for TI 
employees and their communit, 
Bastrop to celebrate their literal rise f 

the ashes in one year.  
"People are coming back. Things 

starting to green up," Dolle 

"Everyone's thrilled to enjoy the 

again. Every employee who lost a h 
has one now. That's a good feeling." 

It's a feeling that is shared by n

R

w 4 4' 

~r

across the state as visitors flock back to the A
Lost Pines, the lake and the iconic paths 
and structures that give Bastrop a place in 
Texans' hearts.  

"TPWD employees always shine the 
brightest during our darkest hours," says 
TPWD Executive Director Carter Smith.  
"Their indomitable spirit and deep 
resolve to restore the state park in the 
fire's aftermath have been the stuff of leg
ends. Rarely have I been so proud of a

Opposite page: Bastrop State Park's his
toric cabins got new roofs after the fire.  
Above: Trees and ferns, after being rav
aged by fire, show signs of renewal.

group of colleagues in my entire career." 

For reservations anc. more informa

tion, call 512-38c-8900 or visit 

www.tpwd. state.tx.us/bastrop. * 
-- Louie Bond
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Sandpaper Tree 
Bristfy anacua leaves hide fragrant white flowers.  

Anacua is a semi-evergreen tree 
native to South Texas and Mexico.  

Anacua (a Spanish word) takes its 

name from Aztec (Nahuatl) words 

meaning "paper" and "tree." Its 

English name, knockaway, sounds like 

a seemingly earnest attempt to cap

ture its Spanish pronunciation.  
The compact, rounded crown, deep 

green leaves and reddish-brown to 

gray-black bark make anacua a popu

lar landscape tree throughout the 

warmer parts of the state. It grows 

best on alkaline soils with good 

drainage. Hardy and drought-toler

ant, anacua produces fragrant white 

clusters of honeybee-attracting flow

ers in late spring and small, sweet, 

delicious fruits (hence another name, 

sugarberry) in the summer.  

Anacua leaves feel like very rough 

sandpaper to the touch. That's 

because the leaf surface sports tiny 

mineralized disks, which bear short, 

barbed, bristly hairs. Take a close look 

ey, big mouth! 
Yes, I'm talking to the bass.

Wet your paddle, flick your fly or spin your reel.  

Kayak and canoe the spring-fed San Marcos 

River where fishing is more than just big talk.  

We'd love your company.  

SfljWIA ros / 
www.toursanmarcos.com I 888.200.5620 

D@TourSanMarcos !i/TourSanMarcos

The anacua is a popular ornamental 

tree in Texas, growing mainly in the 

southern part of the state. Its leaves 

have a rough surface, and its berries 

attract wildlife.  

with a magnifying glass, and you won't 

be disappointed! 
The ripe fruit is eaten fresh off the 

tree and can be used for making pre

serves. The fruits are eaten ay birds.  

among them red-crowned parrots.  

green parakeets, clay-colored robins.  

thrashers, mockingbirds and chacha

lacas, and also by coyotes. The leaves 

are browsed by deer.  

Anacua is the obligate host for the 

anacua tortoise beetle, Coptosy'a texana.  

The wood is hard and strong and has 

traditionally been used for fence 

posts, tool handles, wheels, spokes 

and yokes.

- Ka-n H. Clam,
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MONARCH  

NOW AVAILABLE:

The Color of Hunmers 
Buff-colored bellies dstig ish this lesser-seen humingbird.  

.A

The garden was alive with sound as 
the research team assembled the traps and 

equipment. Bees hustled from flower to 

lower, harvesting nectar. In the trees 

nearby, squirrels chattered while cardi

nals worked the feeders. Ruby-throated 
hummingbirds, the team's primary tar

get, zipped boldly around the blossoms.  

Suddenly, a staccato chorus of tchik, 
irchik :chik exploded fror nearby brush, 
and an impressive emerald humming

bird emerged.  

Once limited to the Scuth Texas plains, 
the buff-bellied -umm-ngbird is found 

n Central and East Texas more frequent

y. Homes in Bastrop County have 

reported two to three individuals year

round for several years, and there are 
-nown nests in Victoria and DeWitt 

counties. Winter finds tais bird all along 
the Texas coast and the Rio Grande 

Valley, with some even visiting Louisiana 
and Alabama gardens.  

Buff-bellied hummingbirds can be 
found in Texas year-round, although 

they are more likely to be observed March 
through October. Migrating birds arrive 
-irst in the R-o Grande Valley and along 

the coast, and Central Texans should look 

for them in lite spring and summer.  

Buff-bellied hummingbirds are 
slightly larger than the common ruby

throated or black-chinned humming

birc s, with a deep emerald-green head 

and upper body. The iridescent blue
green of the throat and upper breast are 
revea-ed in bright sunlight. The wings,

tail and rump are cinnarmon red, while 

the belly area is a buff color, from which 

the Dird draws its name.  

Open forests are generally the habitat 

of buff-bellied hummingbirds, although 

they can be found in brush or in home 

gardens. Consistent elemen-s of their 

habitats include trees, brush and available 
water Females will nest in short trees and 

tall rush, preferring plants with thorns 

to protect the eggs and young.  

Plants are the foundation of any 

hummingbird habitat. The Turk's cap 

and sages (salvia species) usually found 
in a hummingbird garden are great 

cho-ces for the buff-bellied humming

bird, but the birds are also noted for 

usirg some unusual species, including 
huisache and Texas wild olive.  

Not surprisingly, hummingbirds 
can be observed most easily in gardens 

designed to attract them. Many south

eastern Texas parks offer good oppor

tunities. Along the Rio Grande Valley, 
Quinta Mazatlan, Frontera Audubon, 
Estero Llano Grande, Valley Nature 

Center and the World Bircing Cen:er 
in Edinburg are all reliable locations.  

On the upper coast, t--e Gulf Coast 
Bird Observatc.ry often has a buff

bellied hummingbird or two in the 

winter. During the summer months, 

McKinney Roughs Nature Center 
near Bastrop has been host to this 

beautiful bird. 

-Mark Kym
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Hiklng the Woods and Pra ries 
Mother Neff. ers grasslind, bottomland and forest, all in one place.

In three hours of walking around 
Mother Neff State Park, a visitor can 

experIence three different ecosystems.  

The bottomland on the Leon River 

is shaded by huge trees. Pecans and 

bur caks with trunks bigger than a 

potbellied stove mingle with hackber

ries and cedar elms tc form a green 

canopy high overheat. These trees 

have survived droughts and floods.  

Some were here when Texas Gov. Pat 

Neff was a boy, when this riverbank 

was his family's own gathering place.  

Isabella "Mother" Neff donated six 

acres to the state in 1916. Serving as 

governor from 1921-25, her son led 

the effort to establish a state park sys

tem and gave additional land to round 

out his mother's namesake park, 

Texas' first official state park.  
The acquisition of an additional 

142 acres, including a half-mile of 

Leon River frontage, was authorized 

in May, adding to the park's existing 

259 acres.  

The Lost Trail leaves the river bot-

Mother Neff visitors can hike to the old 

stone water tower, above, for a view of 

the forest, or enjoy other parts of the 

park, such as the Leon River bottom

lands, left, and the prairie atop the 

escarpment, opposite.  

tom and ascends the limestone 

escarpment, winding through an oak 

and juniper forest marked by inter

esting rock formations and intermit

tent streams. Understcry trees such as 

Mexican plum, Texas persimmon, 

possumhaw and rough-leafed dog

wood provide spring flowers, fall 

color and food for wildlife. Vines 

encircle trunks, and wocdland wild

flowers find homes in -he dappled 

shade. Good rest stops include the 

Cave, a natural rock shelter that was 

used by Native Americans and the 

Wash Pond, a serene wo:cland pool 

fed by water from a nearby spring and 

runoff from the high ground above.  

A side trail leads to the park's old
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stone water tower. Like most other 
park structures, this was built by the 

Civilian Conservation Corps in the 

19306. An iron stairway spirals to the 
top for a treetop view of the forest.  

A network of trails on the high 
side of the escarpment crissrrosses 

a restored mid-grass prairie dotted 
here and :here with leftover juniper 

trees. This breezy expanse of land is 
a community of wildflowers in 
spring, a sea of ripening grasses in 
late summer.  

It's not a difficult walk. Much of i: 
is in the shade, and the elevation 

change -s less than 200 feet.  

Stroling Mother Neff's wocd= and 
prairies, it s easy to forget the park 
is just an hour from Waco, a mere 
16 miles west of the unending traf

fic on Interstate 35.  
Mother Neff State Park is located 

7.7 railes west of Moody off FM 107.  

Take Texas Highway 236 for 1.3 
miles to the park. For information, 
call 254-853-2389 or visit 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/motherneff.* 

-lyanne Fr) Cortez
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SIGHTS & SOUNDS 
TEXAS PARKS WILDLIFE TV AND RADIO 

\O

July 29-Aug. 4: 
Cannon man; Houston 
toads after the fire; bik
ing East Contrabando; 
game warden profile.  

Aug. 5-11: 
Tagging turkey; 
wildlife work; Lost 
Maples State Natural 
Area; alligators; 
jellyfish.  

Aug. 12-18: 
Attwater's prairie
chicken; plant eco
logist; Hill Country State 
Natural Area; shooting 
saucers; moonrise.  

Aug. 19-25: 
Texas bass; invasives; 
Devil's Sinkhole; West 
Texas biologist; Hueco 
Tanks.  

Aug. 26-Sept. 1: 
Shorebird survival; 
Cactus Creek Ranch; 
Lake Livingston State 
Park; technology out
doors; moorhens.

Sept. 2-8: 
North Deer Island; 02 
Ranch; Cedar Hill 
State Park; nocturnal 
animals; scouts at 
camp.  

Sept. 9-15: 
Rediscovering the Col
orado; Village Creek; 
dove hunting; Peder
nales Falls birds.  

Sept. 16-22: 
Catfishing; Garner 
State Park; corporate 
conservation; desert 
oasis; coastal sunrises.  

Sept. 23-29: 
Crappie fishing and 
cooking; fleet and 
radio team; Rio Grande 
ocelots; Watson Pre
serve.  

Sept. 30-Oct. 6: 
Flounder rebound; 
Leave No Trace; plant 
attack; Martin Dies Jr.  
State Park; drought 
photos.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 
Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our television vt 

series is broadcast throughout Texas on local 
PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed captions. A o 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv 

Passport to Texas is your radio guide to 
the Great Texas Outdoors. Visit the 

website, www.passporttotexas.org, to 
<FsRAZ* find a station near you that broadcasts 

the show, or listen online.  
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SKILL BUILDER / BY BURNIE KESSNER 

Proper outfitting will ensure archery success for kids.
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Archery is a fast-growing sport 
that's enjoyable for all ages and abili

ties. For a youngster, a good start in 

arcn ery will open the door to a lifetime 

of enjoyment. The trick is to pick out 

the right gear.  

Bows 
Before you head to the archery shop, 

deciele whether you are aiming for target 

shootng, hunting or even bow fishing.  

Types of bows range from traditional 

longbows and crossbows to the more 

modern compound bows and recurves.  
A how needs to be "fitted" by draw 

length and the weight of the bow. Draw 

length -s how far you pull the bow back 

before releasing the arrow. Weight is how 

much power it takes to pull the string 

back, measured in pounds.  

A child mignt need a draw weight of io 
or 15 pounds. Don't buy a bow with the 

idea :hat a child will grow into it.  

Struggling to draw a bow that is too 

stronZ is dangerous. The child can hurt 

tender muscles and is likely to release the

arrow early, causing it to fly off in an 

unsafe direction. Consult an archery 

shop expert to select and fit a bow.  
If you are considering buying a used 

bow, plan on having it inspected by an 

archery shop technician to ensure it is in 

good working condition. A oow can be 

"old" and still perfectly fire to shoot as 

long as it has been well maintained. A 

bow that has been mishancled, poorly 

maintained or dry fired (drawing and 

shooting without an arrow) may have 

unseen damage and can be unsafe.  

Arrows 
Arrows come ir aluminum, carbon, 

fiberglass, wood and "hybrid," made 
from a mixture of aluminum and car

bon. The material used affects flight, 

speed and strength, also called "spine." 

Archers have preferences, but be sure to 

choose ar_ arrow that is strong enough for 

the oow. A weak arrow could break or 

simply not fly straight. Another concern 

is splintering, which can damage a wood, 

fiberglass or carbon arrow that strikes a

}tip _



hard object. A damaged arrow may 

break upon release. Schools and youth proved coordination and conw 
programs use aluminum arrows because I ation and, of c 
they have a good spine and will not a 
splinter. Always inspect the shaft, nock, 
point and fletching for damage each 

time an arrow is shot.  

For the bow and arrow to work well Getting Started 
together, the arrow needs to be the cor- The Archery Trade Association web
rect length. The arrow should be long site, www.archerysearch.com, will help 
enough to not come off the arrow rest you locate local archery shops. The 
when drawn back completely and yet not shops often have indoor ranges and les
extend too long past the rest. Use a chart son opportunities for beginners.  
or ask an archery shop technician to Find a local archery program to 
help you match the arrow to the bow you learn in a safe environment and be 
use. There are arrow size charts on most taught proper shooting techniques.  
manufacturer websites to help you. Ask your city parks and recreation 

department if it offers archery. Check 
Other Gear with your county AgriLife Extension 

Beginners should wear an arm guard office to see if there is a 4-H Shooting 
to protect their bow arm from being Sports archery club near you. Junior 

thwacked by the bowstring as they learn Olympic Archery Development pro
how to position themselves and the grams are also a great place to get 
bow when shooting. A bow glove or started. The Texas State Archery 
finger tab will protect fingers, and is Association, www.texasarchery.org, 
worn by most archers. There are many has links to all sorts of resources.  

optional accessories including quivers, Lastly, you may be lucky enough to 
arrow rests, sights, silencers, vibration have the National Archery in the 
dampeners, stabilizers and targets, to Schools Program at your school. To 
name a few. Advice and experience will find out more about it, visit the Texas 
help you decide on which accessories Parks and Wildlife Department website, 
are right for you. www.tpwd.state.tx.us. * 

A--------------------------------------------------------------------------
CHY SAFTY

Always check your archery Always know what is beyond 
equipment for damage before your target as well as the maxi
using it. mum distance your arrow can 

Draw a bow only if it is travel.  
nocked with an arrow. Point only at the intended 

Practice archery at a desig- target.  
nated range or place specifically Designate a shooting line 
set up for shooting activities. when more than one person is 

Always make sure that an shooting.  

arrow's path is clear of people, Avoid horseplay and follow 
animals and obstructions before good safety habits while enjoying 
drawing and shooting. the sport 
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IF YOU HAD 
WINGS, YOU'D 
BE HERE 

ALREADY.

THERE'S A REASON THE BIRDS 
LOVE IT HERE. THE AUTUMN 

ATMOSPHERE IN PORT A IS A 
BEAUTIFUL BACKDROP FOR A 
BEACH VACATION, WHETHER 

YOU'RE A BIRDER, FISHERMAN, 
OR JUST LOVE THE I'ATER.  

- ar & syLe 

Porta neac® 
&MUSTANG ISLAND 
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To develop greater visual awareness, openyour imagination to nuances of l ght, color and texture.

Photographers often hear the 
phrase "You've got a great eye." In real

ity, a "great eye" is nothing more than a 

learned sense of visual awareness that 

enables you to quickly recognize a sub

ject or situation that lends itself to the 

creation of an exciting photograph.  

While this ability to "see" may come nat

urally to many photographers, some of 

us acquire an eye only through years of 

trial and error and by studying the work 

of other artists and photographers.  

Learning to see in photographic terms 

actually involves relearning the way we 

normally look at and react to things 

around us, much like a child seeing 

things for the first time. Unfortunately, 

we often have preconceived ideas of what 

a photograph should look like. That's 

why we often shoot snapshots in pre
dictable and repetitive ways. However, by 
opening up our imagination and 

exploring new possibilities, we can 

become more perceptive of and recep

tive to detailed nuances of light, form, 

composition, texture and color - allow

ing those nuances to dictate the instant 

we press the shutter, regardless of sub

ject matter.  

Thankfully, we have the camera not 

only as a tool but also as a gentle guide 

to help us relearn the way we see. By its 

nature, the camera requires us to slow 

down and assess and appreciate the 

scene before us. It gives us a license (or 

excuse) to pause and reflect on the 

overlooked details of our surround

ings. The photographer Dorothea 

Lange once said paradoxically, "The 
camera is an instrument that teaches 

people how to see without a camera." 

It is important to remember, however, 

that the camera is only the catalyst - a 

means to an end. There is often too 

much emphasis on buying the latest and 

greatest cameras and lenses without 

considering the artistic aspects that go 

into the making of a good photograph.  

There are many ways to help develop 

the eye, and, like any instrument, the 

more you practice the easier it 

becomes. Here are a few suggestions: 

First, spend as much time as possible 

studying the work of other photogra

phers by looking through magazines 

and books or by visiting galleries. Look

for common denominators in their 

work, such as lighting and composi

tion, and apply some of those elements 

to your particular style.  

Next, take your camera with you 

everywhere and challenge yourself to 

shoot something every day. You will be 

amazed how many opportunities come 

up for interesting photos. Inexpensive 
point-and-shoot cameras and phone 

cameras are easy to carry and ideal for 

spontaneous photography. What is 

important is to just get out and shoot 
lots! Don't worry about the many bad 

images you will get before you finally 

get that one great one. That's what the 

"delete" button is for.  

Finally, give yourself mini-assign

ments to train your eye to see in differ

ent ways. Here are just a few ideas: 

" Shoot objects that say "texture." 

" Use only one focal length setting 
for a day.  

* See how many different photos you 

can shoot by standing in one spot

(think wide, telephoto and macro).  

* Shoot something from ground 

level - a worm's-eye view.  

* Look for naturally occurring 

frames when composing images.  

* Take pictures of pecple interact

ing.  

* See if you can find pIctures within 

pictures.  

The truth is, we never stop learning to 

see - it's always a continuing education.  

However, once you have discovered Low 

to see things in different ways, you will 

find that there is a whole new worlm to 

photograph and enjoy. *

-Earl Nottingham
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IF YOU'VE EVER 
PURCHASED FISHING LURES, 
RODS and REELS, FIREARMS 

or AMMO, BOWS, ARROWS, or 

FUELED UP YOUR BOAT, 
you're part of the most successful effort to conse-ve fish and wildlife in 

America-the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration programs. Matched with 
hunting and fishing license revenue, the effort has resulted in millions of 

acres of habitat saved and near-miraculous population increases in several 
species of game and sport fish.  

Join us in celebrating 75 years of better hunting, fishing, boating and 
wildlife-related recreation through VVSFR.  

wsfr75.com 

Life's better outside

y



Da s in the Fiel /B Tom Harvey 

DESINAIION RIO GRANDE VALLEY 

TRAVEL TIME FROM: 
AUSTIN - 5.5 hours / DALLAS - 9 hours / HOUSTON - 5.5 hours 
SAN ANTONIO - 4.25 hours / LUBBOCK - 11 hours / EL PASO - 12.25 hours

Birding the 
Bring binoculars -- it's the whirlwind world z

Valley 
f the Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival.

I am a fledgling birder, a 
neotropical neophyte. Yet I burn 

with a passion to see - down misty 

trails and through the bright holes of 

dark blinds - the fabulous spectacle 

and diversity of the bird world.  

And not just any birding. Birding 

the Valley. It's a time of critical mass, 

when hundreds of the world's most 

ardent birders have flocked to fill

their life lists with "Mexican special

ties," those birds seen only at the far 

southern tip of Texas. A time when 

vans full of scope-laden warriors 

wheel out before dawn to jungly thick

ets along the Rio Grande, each habitat 
harboring unique bird species.  

We are headed to the 18th annual 

Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival. A 

roller coaster ride of intensity sur-

3S L .G
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rounds this festival. Birding is often 

done with leisurely delight, but not 

here. This is the life-on-the-razor's

edge world of festival birding, the hot 

rush of stacking up yet another rare 

find. We're on a mission.  
UN.  

A dozen white vans line the curb of 

the Harlingen convention center for 

the evening's field trips. We pile in 

with about 60 birders and roar out 

for the fastest, most furious birding 

I've ever done.  

Our quarry: flocks of parrots and 

parakeets that have taken roost in the 

Valley's cities. Are they escaped pets 

or tropical migrants that wandered 

north? No one knows, but they're 

here now, in growing numbers that 

can stop traffic and crane necks.  

What ensues is a wild game of 

mobile phone reconnaissance, where 

festival vans cruise, looking for the 

flocks, sharing intel by text and call.  

"There they are!" One of our eagle

eyed passengers relays a sighting to our 

young tour guide driver, and he whips 

the van around. We pull up behind 

Walmart, of all places, and the van dis

gorges its contents in a frenzy. We stag

ger out, swinging backpacks, cameras 

and scopes. Other vans wheel in, and 

eventually five dozen birders are eyeing 

green parakeets on the roof's edge.  

Walmart shoppers peer curiously at 

us, and we in turn point and whisper 

excitedly, trying not to spook the 

birds. Magnified by our binoculars, 
they are shockingly green.  

After 20 minutes, it's back into the 

vans. We spot two curlews foraging 

under a tree at a busy intersection.  

Only in the Valley, I think.  

We crisscross suburban streets for a 

quarter-hour, everyone on edgy look

out. And then, again, yes! Birds, ho!

0 
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Word spreads quickly through the 
mobile ether, and again the vans 

converge. This time we're in front of 

a big church. Across the street, lined 
up for two blocks on phone lines, are 
more than a hundred red-crowned 

parrots, chattering and preening.  
They're bigger than the parakeets 
and even more striking.  

We stand and chat and marvel.  

Finally, dusk pulls dimness over the 
scene, the vans reload, and we head 
back as night falls.  

Our first night's digs are at one of 
the oldest and finest birding B&Bs in 
the Valley, the Inn at Chachalaca 
Bend, where the grand metal entry 

gate swings open like a gateway to a 
private world of green shade.  

Innkeeper Jesse Breedlove puts my 
wife and me in the Great Kiskadee 

Room. On a corner wall are posters for 

past birding festivals more than a 

decade ago, a testament to the inn's 

place in the birding community.  
U..  

Next morning, we're up before the 

birds. We drive south toward Sabal 
Palm Sanctuary, the lightening 

dawn sky on our left and the sink
ing white moon on our right.  

As we turn down the last bumpy

road into the sanctuary, there it is: the 

border wall.  
I had heard of it, written about it, 

seen photos and video of it, but see
ing the wall in person is sobering.  
This section looks about 20 feet 
high, rusty red-brown steel columns 
running up to either side of the 

roadway. We drive through the gap, 
past a distinctive green and white 

Border Patrol vehicle. The lone 
agent in the truck waves us past, and 

we're into Sabal Palm.  

When the first Europeans came in 
the 1500s, an estimated 40,000 
acres of sabal palm forest lined the 
Rio Grande delta. Today, the 

557-acre Sabal Palm Sanctuary 
protects a small but ecologically 
vital remnant of the now-rare 

native palms.  

We can see our breath in the 

chill morning mist. We tramp 

quietly through a marvelous maze 

of trails still muddy from yester
day's rain, overgrown with 

bromeliad-laden palms and a riot

of vegetation. And birds - some very 
cool birds.  

"Ruby-crowned, seen, not heard," 
a man behind us mutters into an 

audio recorder.  
The bird sightings start to pile up.  

The ruby-crowned kinglet. An orange

crowned warbler. A plump little green 
bird nibbling new buds in a tree.  

Eastern phoebe. Black-throated gray 
warbler. Around every turn, a new 

sighting. Some of the birds we see are 
rarely seen elsewhere in the U.S.  

We arrive at a small resaca, or pond, 
that the sanctuary keeps filled with 
water, and we huddle into a covered 
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viewing blind built out over the water.  
Hot light stabs in through viewing 

holes, and the sightings continue.  
Mottled duck, which lives only in 

Gulf Coast states. Cute little least 
grebe. Our guide tells us grebes were 

uncommon here 30 years ago; now 

they're everywhere.  
The birders are riveted to the blind's 

viewing portals, intensely focused.  

Some of them, like Pamela Clark from 

Oakland, Calif., have come a long way 
and paid a lot to be here.  

U..  

On the way back from Sabal Palm, 
we pass the big international bridge 
and grab lunch in a mom-and-pop 

Mexican restaurant in Brownsville.  

Pleasingly, the hubbub around us is 

almost entirely Spanish. Me encanta la 
frontera! (I love the border!) 

Soon we're driving into Resaca de 
la Palma, the Valley's newest state 

park. This 1,200-acre site boasts the 

largest tract of native habitat in the 
World Birding Center network of 

nine locations along the Rio Grande 
corridor. The WBC includes two 

other state parks - Bentsen-Rio 

Grande Valley and Estero Llano 

Grande - plus local sites such as 
Arroyo Colorado, the Old Hidalgo 

Pumphouse and Roma Bluffs. All are

fabulous birding locales.  
Resaca rents mountain bikes or 

recumbent bicycles for $5-$12 per day, 
with storage carriers for binoculars and 

lunch. Many birders prefer the park's 
quiet electric trams, with 45-minute 

free tour rides (included in the park's 

$4 entrance fee).  

You have to get out of your car to see 
this park. The paved, looping Tram 

Road is off-limits to private vehicles.  
This keeps the landscape quiet and the 
creatures wild, and the result is a 

wildlife-filled viewing experience.  
Branching out from the road are more 

than six miles of hiking trails.  
Today our guides are park hosts 

Dick and Sherry Wilson, who hop 
onto recumbent bikes with us. In less 

than 10 minutes of pedaling, we reach 

a bridge and see the first water-filled 
resaca. Down the green, tree-lined 
corridor, the place is thick with great 
kiskadees. Water gurgles under our 

feet - the resacas had been dry for 

decades, ancient curves of the Rio 

Grande, but the park bought water 
rights, built pumps and began flood
ing them when it opened in 2008.  

Sherry points out a spectacular blue 

metalmark, a tropical butterfly, and 

tells us they're planting a butterfly and 
hummingbird garden, planning for a

qgVx~c PQ , w, &- co &tA ee 

These are just some of the South Texas beauties you can 
find in Laredo, Texas! Pack your binoculars and find out 

why Laredo is the ideal location to experience and 
familiarize yourself with over 200 species of birds.  

y:# G r&A'Ae- L-Aeco cvS or dfif, Mchf rh o 

Laredo Convention and Visitors Bureau 
800.361.3360 www.visitlaredo.com

greener future, even though the 

region is gripped in drought.  
U..  

The next day I buy a coffee mug fes
tooned with blue metalmarks at the 

National Butterfly Center near 

Mission, just two miles from Bentsen

Rio Grande Valley State Park.  
It's no accident the North Amer

ican Butterfly Association chose to 
place its flagship visitor facility here.  
The day we arrived, people saw 63 
butterfly species at the National 

Butterfly Center. By the end of 2011, 
the site had recorded 210 different 
butterflies, all drawn to the lush 

native gardens.  
Here, as at other spots across the 

Valley, conservation professionals and 
volunteers are slowly, painstakingly 
restoring native habitat, replanting 

trees and brush, reclaiming pieces of 

the region's natural heritage lost to 

agriculture, buildings and roads.  
The green jewel of the 100-acre 

butterfly center is its shady garden area 

away from the road, backing up to a 

water-filled irrigation canal. That's 
where the birds, butterflies and people 
gravitate, and the center is planning a 

$2 million garden expansion.  
Up front stands a handsome new visi

tor building designed by architect 
Wendy Evans Joseph. She helped create 

the Holocaust Museum in Washington, 
D.C., and the butterfly pavilion's facade 
has a similar, iconic white stone look.  

Inside, its bright green walls bathe visi

tors and exhibits in tropical hues.  
We leave the butterfly center as the 

sun sets and drive a few minutes 

north to crash at Indian Ridge B&B.  
This bird-friendly haven has 20 
acres of habitat and gardens.  

U..  

The last morning, we board the 
Riverside Dreamer tour boat for 

another Valley first - birding the Rio 
Grande by water. This big, steady boat 

turns out to be a delightfully pleasant 

and different way to bird the border.  

Our guide is Jane Kittleman, a 
longtime birder and retired school

teacher who's not averse to new tricks.  

Kittleman has an iPad loaded with a 

bird identification app, and whenever 

we spot a new species, she whips it out 

and not only shows a color illustra
tion, but also plays the bird's call.  

Again, the fabulous sightings pile 

up. A black phoebe. A big female 

ringed kingfisher. How 'bout a foot

long reptile? The boat drifts shore

ward to show us a blue spiny lizard on 
(Continued on Page 52)
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Actual 100 yard 5-round shot group made using a LaRue Tactical 16" OBR 7.62 Rifle.

www.facebook.com/LaRueAccuracy

LaRue 
Tactical 

Made dead-center of Texas, USA 

www. aRue.co m
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t S no Secret that feather-friendly 

Texas, where more than 600 bird species have been recorded, 
boasts a plethora of productive birding destinations. But two coastal 
cities rank crown and scapulars above the nation's other birding 
hotbeds, earning titles of "America's Birdiest City." 

Corpus Christi racked up its 10th consecutive overall "Birdiest 

City" honor this year, with birders in that city counting 216 species 
during the national compe
tition's 72-hour springtime 
contest window. And, for 
the third year in a row, its 
much smaller Coastal # 
Bend sister city, Port 
Aransas, snagged the 
"Birdiest Small Coastal 

City" mantle awarded by 
the Dauphin Island Bird 
Sanctuaries by recording 142 species during peak spring migration.  

Burgeoning birding reputations in recent years have buoyed the 
tourism economies of both cities, which have long thrived on leisure 
travelers seeking sun, sand, surf and seafood. In fact, tourism offi
cials in both locales say nature tourism is playing an increasingly 

important role in powering the economic engines of their cities.  
It hasn't been by happenstance. Just how did these two dis

parate destinations - one with a population of 3,500 and the other 

with 305,000 - become the "birdiest" cities in a bird-crazy nation?
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Oceanographer Tony Amos arrived in 
the small seaside community of Port 
Aransas in 1976 after more than a 
decade of teaching college and conduct
ing marine research in exotic places like 
the Arctic and Antarctica. After a year, 
the Englishman harbored doubts about 
remaining in his Texas outpost.

The lifetime birder changed his mind 

on April 26, 1977, when he saw his yard 

littered with hundreds of multicolored 

winged sprites that had fallen from the 

sky after bucking steady headwinds cross

ing the Gulf of Mexico in what birders 

call a "fallout." 

"It was one of those days when a huge 

influx of migrants came through," says 

Amos, recalling the scene 35 years later.  

"I counted 44 species of birds in my own 

backyard. It was such a thrill seeing these 

tanagers, orioles and buntings." 

Though he's never seen such a spec

tacle again in his more than 35 years in 

his adopted home, Amos, a research 

fellow for the University of Texas 

Marine Science Institute (UTMSI), 

believes it can happen again because of 

the island's location on two major 

migration flyways and its well-pre

served prime avian habitat.  

City tourism officials count Amos 

among a small cadre of avid birders, 

including G. Joan and Scott Holt, who 

have helped put world-class Port A bird

ing on the map. They proved instru

mental in the design and creation of the 

city's Leonabelle Turnbull Birding 

Center in 1994, the year Joan Holt pin

points as the birth of Port Aransas' bird

ing industry.  

Fishing still rules in the town's top

ranked industry, tourism, but other 

nature activities are playing an increas

ingly major role. The birding center 

now serves as a focal point for the 

town's nature tourists.  

The birding center, adjacent to the 

county's wastewater treatment facility, 

stands out as the poster child for Texas 

birding sites. Visitors enter the site by 

strolling through native plantings 

swarming with butterflies, keeping an eye 

out for the resident gator mascots, Boots 
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and Bags, on their way to a long board

walk. There, birders will find mounted 

birding guides and can access observa

tion decks and towers to view a flotilla of 

colorful ducks (like blue-winged teal), 
roseate spoonbills, brown and white pel

icans and other water birds.  

"It's quite a story because there wasn't 

any birding going on at all, except for a 

few of us," Holt, a professor of marine 

science at UTMSI, says of the city's pre-

birding industry days. "City leaders and 

the chamber didn't know about it. But 

birding has just ballooned in the past 13 

or 14 years. It's given nonfishing family 

members a change to get out and do 

something different." 

The birding initiative began to pick up 

serious momentum not long after Ann 

Vaughan took over in 1998 as presi

dent/CEO of thz Port Aransas Chamber 

of Commerce and Tou-ism Bureau.
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Though not a birder herself, she met 

islanders who convinced her that the city 

was missing an economic bird's nest on 

the ground by not capitalizing on the 
island's stellar birding opportunities.  

Vaughan invited the mayor and other 

civic leaders to accompany her and Holt 

on a tour of the birding center and sev

eral other prime birding sites, and to 
witness the local Big Sit competition, a 

24-hour national bird counting event.  

They came away true believers.  

"We just have wonderful facilities and 

have taken natural areas, preserved and 

enhanced them to provide a quality bird

ing experience," Vaughan says. "On 

almost any given day any month, you can 

see at least 100 bird species. During the 
migratory season, places like Paradise 

Pond are filled with songbirds. Birding 

along the shoreline of the Gulf and bays 
is excellent, too." 

Port Aransas and Mustang Island 

benefit from their location where two 

"migration superhighways" - the 
Mississippi and Central flyways - con

verge. Today, the community boasts 

more than 150 nature and birding

sites, chief among them the 

Turnbull birding center, Wetlands 

Park on Texas Highway 361, Joan 

and Scott Holt Paradise Pond, 
UTMSI's Wetlands Education 

Center on the Aransas Pass Ship 
Channel and the Port Aransas 

Nature Preserve.  

The nature preserve is the city's newest 

and largest birding site, encompassing 

1,217 acres of a former cattle ranch 

bounded by the Corpus Christi and 

Piper ship channels and Texas Highway 

361. The preserve's sand and mud tidal 
flats teem with birds and other wildlife.  

Miles of hike-and-bike trails, as well as a 
handful of observation decks and towers, 

put visitors up close to the rich bird life.  
Port Aransas stuck another feather in 

its nature tourism cap by founding the 

popular Whooping Crane Festival.  

This past February's gathering was the 
16th annual festival, which pays tribute 

to the endangered giants that winter at 

nearby Aransas National Wildlife 
Refuge. It drew several thousand bird

ing enthusiasts, the majority from out 

of town. The Civic Center serves as the

festival's ground zero, where attendees 

gather for four days to hear world

renowned speakers and birding 

experts, browse vendors' booths at the 
Bird's Nest Trade Show and take guid
ed nature tours to see anc. photograph 
the whoopers, dolphins anc. a cornu

copia of coastal wildlife.  

Up until now, the chamber hasn't 
been able to quantify the financial 

contribution that birdirng makes to the 
local economy, but has recently con
tracted for an economic impact study 
to find out. Nonetheless, Vaughan 
already knows it plays a major role in 
the city's tourism mix ard says birding's 

brightest days lie ahead .  

"Nature tourism is what drives this 
community," she says. "W're all about 

nature here in Port Aransas." 
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When declining business travel to 
Corpus Christi several years ago began 
to take its toll on the city's tourism indus
try, leisure travel revenues boosted by 
nature tourism more than helped offset 
the loss. Seeds sown more than five 
years earlier by new Corpus Christi 
Convention and Visitors Bureau leader
ship to develop and promote the area's 
abundant natural resources had begun 
to bear fiscal fruit.

In 2011, Texas A&M University

Corpus Christi research revealed that 

nature tourism dollars accounted for 

almost half of Corpus Christi's $1.2 bil

lion in travel and tourism revenue.  

Researchers found that nature tourists 

accounted for 42 percent of all visitor 

trips to Corpus, significantly higher than 

the 16 percent statewide average.  

Years earlier, the CVB's new execu

tive director, Keith Arnold, had hired 

nature tourism consulting firm 

Fermata to catalog the area's existing 

natural amenities - the bays, beaches, 

parks and wildlife habitat - and to 

propose ways to enhance and promote 

them to niche markets, such as birders.  

Arnold then lured marketing firebrand 

Michelle Horine away from the Coastal 

Bend Nature Photography organiza

tion to serve as his vice president of 

leisure and nature travel. It was Texas' 

first such travel industry title and sig

naled the bureau's intent to redouble 

efforts to promote the area's natural 

resources. The "Waves, Wings, Wildlife 

- It's Our Nature" branding campaign 

soon followed.  

"We took a look at the natural assets 

and amenities we had to see what 

resources had the potential of generating 

the highest number of visitors," Arnold 

explains. "We hunt, we fish, we surf. We 

looked at the demographics of nature 

tourists, and found they were not only 

great visitors to have, but were well

heeled as well. You might define it as a 

blinding flash of the obvious." 

With community support, the CVB 

launched a multipronged marketing 

campaign to develop its nature tourism 

program through product development 

and partnering with the city, local 

Audubon members, birders, hunting 
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and fishing guides and touism

dependent businesses.  

The CVB leveraged a hotel-motel tax 

performance bonus to match in-kind 

donations from the community to raise 

$90,000 to launch its first initiative - a 

park enhancement project at one of the 

city's top birding spots. Blucher Park, 

one of Corpus Christi's few nature 

parks, is considered "golc" in a munici

pality of over 200 parks. The 3.65-acre 

pocket park, perched at the edge of 

downtown within view of skyscrapers and 

the city library, serves as a verdant oasis 

for resident birds and such showy 

migrant species as painted buntings, 

yellow warblers and tropical parula.  

"You'll find Blucher Park mentioned 

all over the Internet as a great birding

site," Horine says. "But most of the 

nonbirder locals don't have a clue, 

because from the outside looking in, it 

just looks like a bunch of overgrown 

habitat that they think should be 

cleaned up or torn dcwn." 

Today's park visitors pass by two chim

ney swift towers and a new kiosk contain

ing a map and informational panels 

about the swifts, other birds typically 

seen in the park and the native flora, 

sucm as cenizo, wild olive trees and ebony 

trees. Volunteers planted much of the 

native vegetation, mulched the trails, 

built a bridge over a creek and help 

maintain the park. A new sign warning 

of 24-hour surveillance reads: "We're 

KeepingAn Eye Out.' 

Unlike its smaller neighbor, Port

C PU



Aransas, Corpus Christi has its share of 

homelessness, graffiti and big-city crime.  
In addition to the warning sign, the CVB 

reached out to the city Police Depart

ment to educate officers about spring 

and fall migration, so they wouldn't be 
surprised by a sudden influx of binocu

lar-toting people and could step up 

patrols during those times.  

Despite such urban ills, Horine 

notes that Corpus still retains its 

"small-town atmosphere and the 

small-town advantage of visitors being 

able to access birding sites quickly and 
get in touch with nature." 

Blucher Park ranks among the city's 

top 25 nature sites, along with such 

birding meccas as the Hans and Pat 

Suter Wildlife Refuge on the banks of 

Oso Bay and Hazel Bazemore County 

Park in north Corpus Christi.  

Bazemore Park enjoys an interna

tional reputation for the most active

hawk-watching platform in North 

America. During peak fall migration, 

it's not uncommon for visitors to spot 

tens of thousands of raptors passing 
overhead. During the past 13 years, 
more than 10 million hawks have been 

recorded at the site.  

In late 2010, the CVB joined with 

partner organizations to raise $70,000 

to revamp the Suter Wildlife Refuge, 
renowned for its plentiful waterfowl 

and shorebirds, a heron rookery and an 

impressive butterfly checklist. Improve

ments included replacement of some 

400 weathered planks in the wooden 

boardwalk/pier, installation of an irri

gation system in the butterfly garden 
and addition of new signage and secu

rity cameras.  

The tourism bureau has taken other 

steps, in addition to park infrastructure 

rehabilitation, to enhance the nature 

tourism experience for those visiting the

South Texas city.  

Early on, Horine spent hundreds of 
hours creating a unique online portal 
that provides a wealth of information 

targeted to various nature tourism 

niche markets such as birding, wildlife 

photography and kiteboarding. Nature 
tourists can use their handheld 

mobile devices or computers to visit 

www.visitcorpuschristitx.org for com

prehensive information about nine 
different nature experiences.  

As a result of a first-of-its-kind 

program, Horine today can call on 

more than 50 trained nature tourism 

specialists to answer questions, conduct 

tours and spread the city's conservation 

message to visitors. In 2010, she over

saw the creation of a Wildlife Guide 

Certification Program to educate local 
hunting and fishing guides and others 
involved in tourism about the area's 

myriad natural resources to help ensure 

a quality experience for visitors. To 
become certified, enrollees must com

plete a 16-hour online course and pass 
a test that includes identifying more 
than 150 species of plants, birds, fish 
and other animals.  

The CVB also began inviting mem
bers of the local tourism industry to 
undergo certified Tourism Ambassa
dor Training. So far, nearly 100 have 

graduated from the nationally accred

ited program that helps tourism 

industry employees become more 

knowledgeable about the area's natural 
and cultural history. Graduates have 

included staff from the USS Lex

ington and the Omni Hotel's bellman 

captain and concierge.  

Horine, who chairs the Texas Tourism 

Industry Association's Nature Tourism 

Council, believes that her organization's 

emphasis on nature tourism, as an 

adjunct to its traditional promotion of 

beaches, represents the wave of the 
future for the travel industry in not just 

Corpus Christi but also other Coastal 
Bend communities.  

"With today's back-to-nature move

ment, we feel we're right on track to 

grow tourism," she says. "But we're 

discovering that we need to talk not 

just about our city, but to take a more 

regional approach to promoting 
nature tourism." * 
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Use this helpful calendar to spot migrating birds 
BY SHELLY PLANTE 
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BIRDING 
CALENDAR

Ferruginous hawk
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Dec. 22 
Specialties of the Rio Grande Valley 

Edinburg World Birding Center, Edinburg.  
Learn about the species of birds that are 
found nowhere else but in the Rio Grande 
Valley. 9-11 a.m. $5 members; $8 non
members. (956) 381-9922; 
www.edinburgwbc.org.  

Jan. 5 
Birding by Ear - Edinburg World 

Birding Center, Edinburg. Most of the 
time, we hear a bird before we can see it.  
Learn this skill and amaze your friends with 
a newfound talent. 9-11 a.m. $5 members; 
$8 nonmembers. (956) 381-9922; 
www.edinburgwbc.org.  

Jan.18 
Friday Night with a Naturalist: Biology 

of the Birds - Edinburg World Birding 
Center, Edinburg. For those with a scientif
ic state of mind, learn what makes a bird 
work in this informative presentation. 6-7 
p.m. Free. (956) 381-9922; 
www.edinburgwbc.org.  

Jan.19 
Bird Diversity Program - Roma Bluffs 

World Birding Center, Roma. PowerPoint 
presentation of the diverse birds in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley followed by a 
short bird walk to the observation deck 
and courtyard. Programs at 8:30 a.m., 
10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. No registration or 
fee is required. (956) 849-4930.  

Jan. 25 
Birding Sabal Palm Sanctuary 

Edinburg/Brownsville. Bird the last 
remaining palm forest of the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley. Search for the northern 
parula, black-throated green warbler and 
many other South Texas birds. 7:30-11:30 
a.m. $16 members; $20 nonmembers.  
(956) 381-9922; www.edinburgwbc.org.  

Jan. 26 
Backyard Birding - Edinburg World 

Birding Center, Edinburg. You don't have 
to go very far to enjoy our feathered 
friends. Learn about the common birds 
that can visit your property as well as 
some tips to make your yard more 
inviting. 10-11:30 a.m. $3 members; 
$5 nonmembers. (956) 381-9922; 
www.edinburgwbc.org.

February 
Santa Ana NWR Birding and Butterfly 

Speaker Series - near Alamo. The 
speaker series will be every Thursday for 
the month of February starting at 3 p.m.  
Call the visitor center for more informa
tion. (956) 784-7500; 
www.fws.gov/refuge/santaana.  

Feb. 13 
Texas Bluebird Society 2013 Season 

Kickoff and Fundraising Auction 
Kerrville. Featured speaker is Mark Klym 
of Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  
Hear other speakers on a variety of blue
bird-related topics including bluebird 
basics, house sparrow control and garden
ing for bluebirds. 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Contact 
for registration fees. (210) 201-5678; 
www.texasbluebirdsociety.org.  

Feb. 15-18 
Roma Bluffs World Birding Center 

Great Backyard Bird Count - Roma.  
Come out and help count the bird species 
in the courtyard and overlook. 8 a.m.-4 
p.m. Participants can come any time dur
ing those hours to count and register bird 
species. (956) 849-4930.  

Feb. 15-18 
Santa Ana NWR Great Backyard Bird 

Count - near Alamo. Help count birds 
on the refuge in the Valley. Please 
contact us if you would like to help us 
count birds. (956) 784-7500; 
www.fws.gov/refuge/santaana.  

Feb.16 
Winter Raptors - Edinburg World 

Birding Center, Edinburg. Learn about the 
many species of raptors that make the 
Valley home. 9-11 a.m. $5 members; $8 
nonmembers. (956) 381-9922; 
www.edinburgwbc.org.  

Feb. 21-24 
17th Annual Whooping Crane Festival 

- Port Aransas. Annual festival celebrat
ing the endangered whooping cranes that 
winter in this area. Birding tours by boat 
and bus, renowned speakers, exhibits, 
nature-related trade show, arts and crafts, 
photography workshops and more. $20 
registration fee; separate fees for tours and 
field trips. (800) 45-COAST (26278); 
www.whoopingcranefestival.org.

March 9 
Winter Junior Ranger Program 

Roma Bluffs World Birding Center, Roma.  
Program for kids ages 6-10 with a variety 
of activities that include learning to spot 
and listen for birds. Kids learn how to iden
tify bird species and to use a guidebook. 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Registration required; space 
limited to 10 kids. (956) 849-4930.  

April (dates to be determined) 
Great Texas Birding Classic - state of 

Texas. This friendly but serious birding for 
conservation tournament is held each year 
to coincide with the spectacular spring 
migration. This year the event goes 
statewide, so teams from beginners to 
experts can participate throughout the 
state! Registration fees vary.  
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/gtbc.  

April 13-14 
Attwater's Prairie Chicken Festival 

Attwater Prairie Chicken National 
Wildlife Refuge, Eagle Lake. Experience 
the beautiful courtship dance of the criti
cally endangered Attwater's prairie
chicken and enjoy the sights and sounds 
that the coastal prairie habitat offers. 7 
a.m.-1 p.m. Free. (979) 234-3021, ext. 221; 
www.southwest.fws.gov/refuges 
/texas/attwater.  

April 20 and 27 
Spring Migration Tour - Fennessey 

Ranch, Refugio. Tally up more than 100 
species while birding on a private coastal 
ranch. 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. $74 per 
person. (361) 529-6600; 
www.fennesseyranch.com.  

April 25-28 
14th Annual Nature Quest - Rio Frio.  

During Nature Quest, learn from experts 
about Texas Hill Country specialty birds, 
bats, butterflies, insects, natural history, 
native plants, wildflowers, how to make 
your own backyard a wildlife habitat 
and more, all through field trips, 
workshops and programs. $10 
registration fee, separate fees for pro
grams and field trips. (830) 966-2320; 
www.hillcountrynaturequest.com.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 43



B I A=
I

B S

~-

-IO

44 ' AUGUST/SEPTEIVrBER 2012

SI



Falcon is so hot, anglers 

BY LAR
can 
RY

:e to the lake.
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It's a classic example of yin and yang, 

the dynamic interaction between seem

ingly opposite forces that are, in fact, 

interconnected and interdependent, 

one giving rise to the other. It's not so 

much a struggle to win as a complicated 

dance of coexistence, a per

formance of life.  

Falcon International 

Reservoir is the stage.  

The anglers zooming 

around the lake armed with 

stout fishing rods spooled 

with strong line are more 

than just the audience for 

this performance. They are 

also part of the cast.  

They are here to do battle 

with fish.  

Big fish.  

Big bass.  

Big, big bass.  

"This reservoir is consid

ered to be the top trophy 

lake in the country right now 

by many people," says Randy 

Myers, the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife Department fish

eries biologist in charge of managing 

the lake's fishery. "A lot of that is due 

to where it's located here in deep 

South Texas, where there is a long 

growing season." 

Most people assume fish simply live 

in water, and to an extent that's true.  

But on another level water is just the 

46 * AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2012

substance from which fish draw oxy

gen. Fish use what is suspended in and 

surrounded by water to reproduce, 

feed and grow. It's called habitat, and 

the forces of yin and yang produce 

Falcon's habitat in an interaction

between wet and dry.  

South Texas is often called the Brush 

Country, and for good reason. Rainfall 

is insufficient to support trees except 

near water. But nature's selective hand, 

operating over millennia, has sifted out 

a variety of plants superbly equipped to 

endure the dry and flourish in the wet -

or what passes for wet in this arid land.  

Those plants are here because they are 

survivors, and they don't let a little thing 

like reservoir levels that fluctuate up to 

50 feet over a year's time defeat them.  

When Falcon's water level falls, plants 

go on the march, following the 

retreating water line. You can 

see the evidence all around the 

shore: bigger, older brush 

higher up, smaller, younger 

brush near water's edge, tops of 

brush (sometimes still with 

green leaves) emerging from 

the water far from shore.  

Those brush tops attract 

anglers buzzing around the 

lake the same way flowers 

draw bees. But the brush is 

more than an aiming point 

for a cast. It's the secret to 

why the anglers are here in 

the first place.  

"This reservoir is like a lot 

of other South Texas reser

voirs in that the water level is 

highly dependent on rain

fall," Myers says. "When we have a 

drought, Falcon goes down quite a bit.  

The water level is also highly dependent 

on irrigation needs downstream. The 

soil here is pretty productive, and when 

the water level stays down long enough, 

the brush grows up.  

"When the water level comes up again, 

it floods all that brush, and you have all
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Opposite: TPWD biologists use trap nets to 
assess fish populations and varieties.  
Above: TP&W magazine Publisher Randy 
Brudnicki hooks a Falcon largemouth.  

this inundated woody habitat," Myers 

explains. "It's thick and provides good 

cover for the fish, especially young fish 

that need a place to hide from bigger fish 

to avoid being eaten. Decaying vegeta

tion releases nutrients into the water, 

and the lake becomes very productive.  

The forage base grows, which feeds the 

predator species. You get a boom-bust 

fishing cycle because of these dynamic 

water levels." 

Native Texas northern largemouth bass 

developed in rivers and streams, and not 

so long ago, a 5-pound bass would have 

given an angler bragging rights for a life

time. Today a 5-pounder isn't a decent 

picture fish for most anglers (unless they 

have really long arms and the photogra

pher has a wide-angle lens).  

The importation of Florida large

mouth bass into Texas in the 1970s,

FRESH WATER FISHING IN TEXAS 
GENERATES AN ESTIMATED $2.38 
BILLION IN DIRECT EXPENDITURES 
ANNUALLY, AND MOST OF THAT 
COMES FROM BASS FISHING.
coupled with new angler attitudes that 

changed bass fishing from catch-and-eat 

to catch-and-release, transformed 

recreational fishing in Texas.  

Florida largemouth bass, which can 

grow to nearly twice the size of northern 

largemouths, gave fisheries biologists a 

to-ol to turn reservoirs built for flood 

control and water supply into cash cows.  

Freshwater fishing in Texas generates an 

estimated $2.38 billion in direct expern

c-tures annually, and most of that comes 

from bass fishing. Reservoirs became the 

modern equivalent of the philosopher's

stone, transforming Micropterus salmoides 

floridanus into treasure.  

The money is in the DNA of Florida 

largemouths, and TPWD fisheries biol

ogists use those genes to maximize the 

potential of fisheries like Falcon.  

Impounded in 1954, Falcon has been 

stocked with 3.7 million Florida large

mouth bass since 1975. Some 35,000 

of those were the offspring of Share

Lun_<ers, largemouths weighing more 

than 13 pounds used in TPWD's spawn

ing program.  

Genetic input from those stockings 
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THE NUMBER OF DOUBLE-DIGIT AND 
NEAR-DOUBLE-DIGIT BASS BEING 
CAUGHT ON FALCON IS UNKNOWN, 
BUT ITS REPUTATION FOR 
PRODUCING BIG BASS ECLIPSES 
EVERY OTHER LAKE IN THE NATION.

Above: Water levels have been dropping at 
Falcon, exposing the lake's brush.  
Left: In December, Jason Brudnicki caught 
a 13.36-pound ShareLunker bass.  

provides the natural spawns :hat take 

place in the lake, the building blocks for 

a bass fishery like few others.  

In 2004, the Texas seesaw between dry 

and wet shifted in favor of wEt.  

"After years of low water levels during 

which brush and other vegetation grew 

up in the dry lae bottom, Falcon rose 

in 2004 and completely filled in 2008 
and again in 2010," Myers says. "There 

were tremendous natural spawns in 

2004 and 2005." 

Falcon enjoyed high water levels again 

during the spring 2011 spawning season.  

It takes a bass in most Texas reservoirs 

eight to 10 years to reach 3 pounds, the 

magic number at which fish become eli

gible to be ente-ed into e Toyota 

ShareLunker program. Because sum

mer seemingly lasts nearly the entire 

year in South Texas, bass -n Falcon have 

been known to zross the 13-pound 

threshold in seven years.  

Do the math. 2004 + 7 = 2011.  

Jan. 31, 2011. Ky Martir of Grand

view catches Tcyota ShareLunker No.
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510, 13.22 pounds. A 13.84-pounder 

in mid-February is followed by a four

fish outburst in nine days in March.  

Falcon is so hot, anglers can follow 

the smoke to the lake.  

The number of double-digit and 
near-double-digit bass being caught on 

Falcon is unknown, but its reputation 

for producing big bass eclipses every 

other lake in the nation.  

That reputation drew Texas Parks & 

Wildlife magazine Publisher Randy 

Brudnicki and his sons Dustin and 

Jason to Falcon in late December 2011.  

They were on a mission: to catch a 

Toyota ShareLunker.  

Cold fronts do make it as far south as 

Falcon on occasion, and for the first 

two days of their trip a north wind kept 

them from fishing where they wanted 

to. Then the south wind returned.  

"I knew to look for places where the 

south wind would blow in to points," 

says Randy Brudnicki.  

On their last day they put in at the 

county ramp in Zapata and wound up 

fishing a ledge near the city's water 

intake structure. The ledge slopes 

down into the water, and brush grew 

along it during one of the lake's low

water times.  

Jason Brudnicki was throwing a 

crankbait (given to him as a Christmas 

present by Dustin) when a fish hit it 

just as he was ending his retrieve.  

Seconds later, three stunned anglers 

were looking at the biggest bass any of 

them had ever seen, much less caught.  

So they did what anglers in that situa
tion do.  

They put it in the livewell and went 

back to fishing, hoping to catch 

another one.  

A few casts later, Jason caught another 

big fish, and they decided to weigh the 
two. The smaller fish was 8 pounds, but 
the big fish bottomed out their scale. A 

trip into town to a certified scale 

showed it to weigh 13.36 pounds.  

ShareLunker No. 525 had been 

caught. Mission accomplished.  

Almost.  

Now they had to keep the fish alive 
until a TPWD truck could arrive from 

the A.E. Wood Fish Hatchery in San 
Marcos - a five-hour drive - to pick

up the fish. Battling engine trouble and 

losing battery power to run their 

livewell pump and aeration system, they 

stayed on the water all afternoon, finally 
turning the fish over about 7 p.m.  

After that experience, Randy 
Brudnicki was itching for a chance to 

try to catch his own ShareLunker. Little 

more than a month later, I joined him 

on Falcon to see if good luck would 

come his way.  

"This time of year, the fish are 

moving back to areas where they might 

start spawning," Brudnicki says. "I 

like to fish areas where there are rocks 

and brush together. I'll do some 

exploring by throwing some lipless 

and diving crankbaits to cover some 

water. If I find fish, I'll slow down 

and fish with plastics." 

Brush and rocks are the keys to fish

ing Falcon as well as a source of income 

for tackle shop owners.  

"They say if you're not losing baits, 

you're not fishing the right places," 

Brudnicki says.  

It's a down day for tackle shop own

ers. Brudnicki apparently doesn't fish 

the right places and doesn't lose any 

baits. He doesn't catch the Share

Lunker he's looking for, either. His 

best fish of the day is 6 pounds or so, 

a fish that would have made the front 

page of newspapers 30 years ago but 

that took all Brudnicki's arm length 

and my camera lens zoomed to its 

widest angle to make it worthy of a 

picture that day.  

In a follow-up trip with his sons and 

son-in-law, Brudnicki and the boys hit 

it just right and caught numerous 8- to 

1o-pound bass, but they still are chas

ing that second ShareLunker.  

Gary Wingate of Amarillo did better 

on March 16. Whether he lost any 

lures that day is not known, but he did 

catch the largest ShareLunker of the 

season, a 14.39-pound fish that ate a 

plastic worm in 12 feet of water.  

And that catch begins the next chap

ter in the Falcon saga.  

DNA testing showed the fish to be 

pure Florida and therefore eligible to 

be spawned in the ShareLunker pro
gram. Just 13 days later, Wingate's fish 

- Toyota ShareLunker No. 531- pro-

duced a huge spawn of 42,157 eggs. On 

April 4 it spawned again, 29,263 eggs.  

Fingerlings from those spawns will be 

mixed with those from other spawns 

and stocked into each of the lakes that 

produced ShareLunker entries during 

the 2011-12 season.  

"We feel that this breeding process 

results in the best possible genetics 

being returned to the lakes, and we 

hope to increase the chance of more 

trophy bass being produced in the 

future," explains Allen Forshage, 
director of the Texas Freshwater 

Fisheries Center.  

"Although these big females have 

no doubt spawned in years before 

they were caught, they did not neces

sarily mate with a pure Florida male.  

Everything we know about genetics 

tells us that the parents with the best 

genes produce the highest quality 

offspring. This is the scientific basis 

of our breeding program." 

Forshage also notes that the main 

purpose of stocking ShareLunker fin

gerlings is not to produce trophy fish 
for anglers to catch.  

"The reason we stock these fish, and 

the reason we want to use only pure 

Florida largemouth bass in the selective 

breeding program, is that we know 

Floridas grow bigger and faster than 

native northern largemouths," he says.  

"By stocking pure Florida fingerlings 

from trophy fish, we will have a greater 

impact on the genetics of the overall 

largemouth population in the lake. In 

addition, since fingerlings from differ

ent parents are mixed before being 

stocked, these stockings help to pro
mote genetic diversity." 

The Texas Freshwater Fisheries 

Center also uses some of the Share

Lunker offspring to produce brood

fish for TPWD's regular largemouth 

bass stocking program, which annual

ly stocks millions of fish into Texas 

public waters.  

"In this way we are introducing 

ShareLunker genetics into the gener

al largemouth bass population," 

Forshage says.  

There is money in those Florida 

genes. And you can take that to the 

bank - on your way to Falcon. * 
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Throughout most of the 18th and 19th centuries, 
explorers and pioneer settlers found Texas to be a hunting 

and fishing paradise. Anyone browsing early accounts of trav
el in Texas, dating back as far as Spanish colonial times, will 
find effusive accounts of buffalo hunting, bear hunting, deer 
hunting, pronghorn hunting, turkey hunting, duck hunting, 
quail hunting and fishing. But all these recollections, from 
correspondence and official reports to diaries and travel
ogues, are silent when it comes to hunting dove.  

The first known treatise on dove hunting came in October 

1895 when the San Antonio Light reprinted a story called "Tales 
of the Hunt," originally published in a German-language 
magazine by "an old San Antonio nimrod." 

During the fall in Texas, the anonymous writer posted, 
"hundreds and thousands of wild doves come flying from all 
directions of the globe and light in the sunflower and millet 
fields or the prairie near the farm waterholes or in post oak 

trees, where they delight the hunter's heart with their simple 
but melodious song." 

Dove could be shot in plentitude on the wing or perched in 
trees and tasted very good "if 
properly prepared and cooked." 

The most logical theory Hunters in , right, and 
about the scarcity of early 14 below, sought t 
Texas dove hunting accounts is white-winged doves in the 
that there was so much bigger Rio Grande Valley. Dove, 
game available that hunters while not as popular as 
must not have cared to fool some other species, 
with the small, migratory has bn an important g 
species. Turkey, duck, geese, ..... , ,.,. . ,

quail, prairie-chickens and pigeons existed in abundance and 
made bigger targets than dove. In addition, turkey, quail and 
prairie-chicken provided white meat.  

While initially not a particularly popular game animal, the 
dove has been around for a long time. According to Thomas 
S. Baskett's 1993 book, Ecology and Management of Mourning Dove, 
fossilized dove remains have been found in North and South 
American Pleistocene deposits dating back 1.8 million years.  
Evidence that dove later graced the menu of prehistoric 
human residents in the Southwest also has been found, 
including an ancient bone excavated in 1967 at an archaeo
logical site in Llano County.  

While the earliest Texans may have enjoyed the occasional 
dove caught in a snare or hit with rocks, when Europeans 
took interest in this part of the world, they focused on

turkey and quail.  
Dove did play a crucial (if little-known) role in one mile

stone event of Texas history. When Texas Ranger Capt. John 
R. Baylor and his men searched the Diablo Mountains in the 
Trans-Pecos for a band of Apaches in January 1881, they 
found the tribe after noticing low-flying doves obviously 
headed toward water. Knowing the Apaches likely would be 
camped near water, the Rangers followed the birds.  

Sure enough, they surprised the Apaches as they cooked 
their breakfast and prevailed in what later came to be recog
nized as the last-ever encounter between Rangers and 

American Indians in Texas.  
At the same time that most of Texas' Indians were disap

pearing, many game species were being virtually hunted out.  
Before dove hunting became popular, pigeons were consid

ered game. Longtime 
Texas outdoor writer 
L.A. Wilke once 
recalled how he used to 

shoot pigeons around 
r. Austin as a young boy 

in the early 1900s and 

bring them home to 

his mother so she 
could cook pigeon pie 
for the family. (Back 
during the national 

financial panic of 

1906-07, they also ate 

opossum.) Who 
knows? Wilke's moth
er's pigeon pie may 
have played a role in 
the unfortunate 
extinction of the pas

senger pigeon.  
That environmental 

disaster does get credit 

in at least one account 

for stimulating interest 
in dove hunting. A 
decrease in quail num

PASSENGE R P bers in the latter days 
ON ITS W of the 19th century may 

TO EXTINCT also have been a factor.  
TEXAS HUNT f In the 1 8 90s, with the 
FINA TY T passenger pigeon on its 

way to extinction, Texas 

hunters finally turned 

to dove.  

On Aug. 21, 1895, the San Antonio Light reported that "some 
dove hunters braved the heat yesterday afternoon for a little 
shooting but were not quite as well-rewarded as they expect
ed." Two years later the Light noted that a "party of gentlemen" 
had killed some 80 doves on Salado Creek, where the road to 
Austin crossed it.  

Though Texas had few game wardens to enforce it, the bag 
limit for dove stood at 15 birds in a season that initially 
started in mid-July. In time, Sept. 1 became the opening 
day, though in 1908 the dove season was pushed from the 
beginning of September to Nov. 1. Basically, the Game, 
Fish and Oyster Commission believed that dove hunters 

were also killing quail in September and October, though 
they could not be taken legally until November. While the 
beginning of the season eventually reverted to its traditional 
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Sept. 1 date (though for a while it extended all the way to 

March I), whether dove hunters had an adverse impact on 

quail remained a matter of debate for years.  
Not only was quail hunting still more popular than dove 

hunting, there's evidence of some prejudice against dove.  
"While dove hunting lacks the real sport to be found over a 

dog in the field," the Light reported disdainfully in 1898, "it 

answers the purpose of giving the fat sportsmen and those 

unable to be long on their feet an opportunity to share the 

name sportsman with his brother." 

Clearly, even in the early 1900s, quail remained the game 

bird of choice in Texas. Wilke said that when his family 
moved from Austin to Ballinger for a time, his father always 
had a shotgun with him when he rode anywhere in his buggy.  

His father was a Runnels County deputy sheriff, but he toted 

the scattergun primarily for birds. He shot quail first, dove 

second to help feed the family.  

In the early 1920s, Wilke, by then a young newspaperman 

with a family of his own, hunted dove in Bexar County. After 

work, shotgun in hand, he'd ride the streetcar to the end of 

the line and then walk to a nearby field suitable for hunting.  

(These days, if carrying a shotgun on a public conveyance 

didn't at minimum get you into a conversation with a police 

officer, casually climbing a fence on someone's property to 

hunt without permission could well net a trespassing charge.) 
Wilke likely was one of the hunters who took to the fields 

around the Alamo City on opening day in 1920. The Light 

reported the following day that shooting had started at sunup 

"and the dove population of the section was reduced materi

ally, although, according to hunters, not noticeably." A recent 

rain had filled area water holes, concentrating the birds.

San Antonio hunter C.B. Kilpatrick got his 15-bird limit 

quickly, showing up at a local sporting goods store at 7:05 
a.m. to win a first prize of 100 free shotgun shells for bring

ing in the first limit. The next hunter with a limit showed up 

at 7:30, followed by another at 7:45
"Many others showed up before 9 o'clock," the newspa

per reported.  
Not everyone in Bexar County shared the opening day 

excitement. The newspaper noted that several hunters had 

reported seeing livestock bearing this painted notice: "This is 

a cow, not a dove." 

Eventually, Sept. 1 came to be accepted as the best time to 

begin harvesting doves, and the limit dropped to io. The 

length of the season continued to shrink, moving from Dec.  

15 to the end of October.  
The next big change in dove hunting came in 1935 when a 

federal statute prohibited having more than three shells in a 

shotgun when hunting migratory birds. No matter the num

ber of shells they had in their gun, hunters could shoot from 

daylight to sunset until 1950, when it became unlawful to hunt 

dove before noon. That held until 1977, when it again became 

legal to hunt in the morning. The last major change came in 

2009, when Texas went to a 15-bird limit in all zones.  

These days, of course, hundreds of thousands of Texans 

take to the milo and sunflower fields every September to 

blast away at both mourning and white-winged doves, which 

have expanded their range greatly since the old days, when 

they were legal to hunt only in the Rio Grande Valley.  

Pigeons (except for the extinct passenger pigeon) are still 

plentiful, especially in urban areas, but pigeon pie is a 

thing of the past. *

(continued from Page 26)

a tree trunk - rarely seen in Texas, yet common in Mexico.  

A spotted sandpiper flies by and dips his tail at us.  
U..  

Along with its natural heritage, the Valley's multilayered 

culture is equally rich. Both are on display at Quinta 

Mazatlan, the McAllen wing of the World Birding Center.  

The adobe hacienda, built in 1935, sits amid 20 acres of 

lush tropical landscaping. It's a classy place to bird, especially 

if you like sumptuous interiors and interesting history.  

Three families helped create this urban oasis. Jason and 

Marcia Matthews built the original 3,325-square-foot cottage 

and hootch. Jason Matthews was a writer and magazine pub

lisher, and when he wanted solitude, he'd shinny up a rope 

ladder into the hootch, pulling the ladder up behind him.  

In 1968, Frank and Marilyn Schultz bought the place 

and began their seemingly endless restoration. Their tale 

highlights a seeming Valley contradiction: Frank Schultz 

was a citrus magnate, and he and the entire region profit

ed from the rich groves that rolled over the landscape. Yet 

he loved and fought to preserve the native natural her

itage, and is recognized for saving the forest around 

Quinta and adding tropical gardens.  

The last "family" is the City of McAllen and by exten

sion the citizen community, which bought the estate in 

1998 and opened it as a WBC site in 2006.  

The Quinta Mazatlan heritage grows. Thanks in part to 

a $375,000 grant from the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, the site's new Discovery Center opened on 

Earth Day in April. The 3,500-square-foot environmen

tal education center has a science lab with microscopes 

and tools to host school groups.

Yet it's not just a concrete footprint; it's a naturescape.  

Workers removed invasive salt cedar, planted 40 different 

native species and created the 70-by-40-foot Ruby Pond 

to attract birds and wildlife. They brought in 20 big boul

ders for kids to climb on and created a "mesquite cookie 

trail," using cut tree stumps to make raised "cookies" kids 

can jump along. It's a playscape without the typical swings 

and slides, one that offers a chance for exploratory natural 

play outdoors.  
U..  

The 19th annual Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival takes 

place Nov. 7-11, with complete information and registration 

online. It's an exciting way to see the best of Valley birding, 
with many unique offerings you can't get otherwise. But you 

can blaze your own path, on your own time, in this one-of-a

kind Texas region where nations meet and cultures blend. * 

DETAILS: 

" 19th Annual Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival: www.rgvbf.org 
" Inn at Chachalaca Bend: www.chachalaca.com, (956) 233-1180 
" Sabal Palm Sanctuary: www.sabalpalmsanctuary.org, (956) 541-8034 
. Resaca de la Palma: www.theworldbirdingcenter.com/Resaca.html, 

(956)350-2920 
. The World Birding Center: www.theworldbirdingcenter.com 
" National Butterfly Center: www.nationalbutterlycenter.org, (956) 583-5400 

" Riverside Club on the River river tours: (956) 581-4477, 
www.ontheriver.net/rivertours.html 

* Quinta Mazatlan: www.theworldbirdingcenter.con/Quinta.html, 
(956)681-3370
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Ed Arrighi is a National and World Side by Side Champion and 
National Helice Champion, as well as a top class NSCA Sporting 
Cays competitor. He teaches at and is affiliated with The Carlisle 
Academy. Ed and his associate, the legendary Dan Carlisle, 
produce an extensive line of instructional shooting videos.  
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Sharpshooter: 
Which Vision Supplement 
Helps Me LOCK IN Like Never Before?

nest ziaiernens nave not oeen evaiuatea 
by he Food and Drug Administration.  

Th s product is not intended to diagnose, 

at, ci, or prevent any disease. Customers in 
tesionials have been remnreratc-d

As a longtime shooting instructor and seasoned 
competitor, I know that acute vision is the 
most beneficial trait a shooter or hunter can 
possess.  

I love challenges, which is why I test my 
skills in one of the toughest of all shooting 
competitions - the Helice.  

Helice, also known as ZZ and Electrocibles, 
originated in Europe as a replacement for live 
bird shooting. Unlike the clay sports, where 
the shooter knows where the target is coming 
from, in Helice the targets appear at random 
from five or seven boxes in front of the shooter.  

The target is a brittle, orange plastic propeller, 
eleven inches across, that flies irregularly to 
mimic the flight of a dove or pigeon. Wind 
causes the target to fly even more erratically.  
Ultra-quick, accurate vision is -vital, since the 
target must be hit within a specific time period.  

In other words: it's very difficult! 

Unfortunately, as the 2006 World Double Gun 
Helice Championship approaches, it was evident 
that my age was catching up with me, and 
my vision just wasn't as sharp as it had always 
been. I knew I needed an answer-and fast.  

Luckily, a friend who was always up on the latest 
industry trends and secrets introduced me to 
ClaroxanTI, and after researching the concept 
and the company, I decided to give it a try.  

As early as the second day, I began to feel an 
increase i-i what I call "lubrici~y." My eyes 
simply felt slicker. Over the next few weeks, 
there was a noticeable increase in my visual

acuity. I simply saw targets faster and more clearly.  

On the first day of the competition, armed 
with a renewed sense of confidence, I strolled 
in like a gunslinger of the Old West. This wasn't 
the OK Corral, but I felt like Doc Holliday.  

It was obvious in the first round: I couldn't be 
beaten. Claroxan gave me an extraordinary 
increase in the speed and crispness of my 
peripheral vision, allowing me to instantly 
pick up and lock in on targets coming from all 
directions.  

It was almost an unfair advantage, and was a 
key element in my victory! 

You don't have to be a competitive shooter to 
benefit from the power of Claroxan. Whether 
you shoot firearms or bows, for hunting or 
recreation, Claroxan can give you the edge you 
need when it counts.  

Claroxan is an easy to digest, once-a-day tablet, 
comprised of a unique proprietary formula of 
carotenoids, powerful antioxidants, and other 
essential nutrients and extracts that help 
strengthen and nourish your eyes.  

Claroxan is not available on the shelf. To find 
out what thousands of shooters already know 
about this dominant formula, you'll have to 
call the manufacturer, Pacific Health.  

Call 855.820.4067 right now or visit 
www.CLAROXAN.com, while supplies last.

Stay Locked and Loaded, 
Ed A 

Ed Arrighi



GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST 

M A R K E T PL A C E 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 799-1045

Guided Hunts 

Dae St rch 1400 fm 218 

325-642-7596 Zephyr, Texas 76890 

www.sdwhitetailstx.com 

Reasonable Rates 
4 nights 3 days all inclusive 

Call for pricing 
100% success rate for 2011 season 
Hunting 7500 acres high fence in 
Brown, Mills & Comanche counties ii P ROD U C TS A ND S E RV ICE S

EDNA TO EDEN.  

LANDTX, 
BEST RANCHES. BEST FOLKS.  

# RANCH BROKERAGE, CONSULTING 
AND EVALUATION 

4 CUSTOM HIGH-END RANCH MAPS 

4 AUCTION/PRIVATE TREATY SALES

TRY A DR® FIELD AND
TRY A DR@ FIELD AND 

BRUSH MOWER WITH OUR 

6-MONTH 
TRIAL! 

CLEAR meadows, trails, underbrush 
from woodlots, pastures 

CUT 8-foot field grass, 
saplings 3" thick, 
tough brush 

CHOP every
thing into small 
pieces

Self-Propelled 
and Tow-Behind 

Models

Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! 

TOLL-FREE 

888-212-0730 
DRfieldbrush.com

F - Ruu A D Ru Trn Imu Sr I G

Ca- JIM STONE/5I2-99-I045 

JIM.STONE@ TPWD.STATE.TX.US

CRAWFORD & COMPANY

TREKR® Jungle Travel Washcloth.  
Rinses clean and stinlky free.  

2 pac1 $8 
www.Iunatecgear.com 

LUN/\TEC
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FISHING & BOATING

shalgSpecializing in 

J-% I! J2J1JJJ1 shallow water flats 
fishing for redfish, 

trout & flounder. p 
* Full Day / Half Day 
* Baffin trips 
* Kayak Rentals 
" Kayaks Shuttle Drop off / pick up 
* Nature Boat Trips for Photography 

and Private Whooping Crane Tours 

Call (361) 463-6545 
E4 rockportredrunner@yahoo.com 

www.rockportredrunner.com
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KAPRANKALWA VILLAGF1 
"for the good 1ife on the gulf" 

THE LODGE & CATTAILS 

The ambience is casual at The Lodge but the Emenities are luxurious. Each of tie eight rooms arc 
uniquely styled, featuring the finest organic bending, large bathrooris and original artworks.  
Gourmet coffees and flat sere n televisions are found in each room and two outdoor living rooms 
with fireplaces are yours during your visit. Our popular mercantile shop. Catrails, is part of the 
Kararkawa Village just across the boardwalk. I lere you will find more of the finest coffees, Nines, 
cigars, gourmetfoods, artw ork, clothing and honmewares.

Phone: (979) 863-7737 www.karankawavillage.com 
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FREE 
Information! 

To receive more information on our 

advertisers, fill out the card at left orgo to 

www.tpwmagazine.com/advertising/thismonth or 

scan the QR code below withyoursmartphone.

1. Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort 

& Spa, inside back cover 
www.VisitLostPines. com

2. Laredo CVB, pg. 26 
80o-361-336o 

www.visitlaredo.com 

3. LaRue Tactical, pg. 27 
512-259-1585 

www.larue.com 

4. May Ranch, pg.13 

361-494-9699 

www.MAY-RANCH.com 

5. Port Aransas, pg. 21 
8oo-45-COAST 
www.portaransas.org 

6. Rockport-Fulton, pg.19 
800-242-0071 

www.rockport-fulton.org 

7. Sand Creek Post & Beam, pg. 19 
888-489-168o 

www.sandcreekpostandbeam.com 

8. San Marcos CVB, pg. 14 
888-200-5620 

www.toursanmarcos.com 
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RIO FRIO LODGING 
& NATURE CENTER 

Retreat to 
the Hills for 

a Week or 

Weekend of 
Relaxation & 
Adventure 

Birding, Bat Flight, Kayak & Nature Tours 

www.texasnaturequest.com ' 830-966.2320 
www.hillcountryadventures.com u www.friolodging.con

* Texas Ranch Life. Restored historic Texas homes on 
1,400-acre ranch between Bellville & Chappell Hill.  

Weekend rental includes bass fishing, trail and chuck

wagon nites, cutting bird/coyote/raccoon hunting and 

cow wurks available.  

www.texasranchlife.com (866) TEXASRL 

* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country, mid
1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, hot tub, fire

places, golf.  

www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100 

* The Whistler B&B. 1859 Victorian home, lovingly 

restored. Original antiques. Peaceful atmosphere on three 

wooded acres. Gourmet breakfast.  

www.thewhisterbnb.com (800) 404-2834 

FRE DERICKSBURG 

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic German

Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient oaks, abundant 

wildlife, Hill Country tranquility. Beautifully renovat

ed log cabin, barn, farmhouse, all with private spa 

therapy rooms.  

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089 

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast. Private 
historic log cabins and cottages spread over 35 park

like acres, just minutes from town.  

www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020 

NEW BRAU NFE LS 

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & Danville 
Schoolhouse. 43-acre deer haven near Gruene, 

rivers. Getaways, reunions, weddings, corporate 

retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, ,Jacuzzis. Delicious 

breakfasts.  

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372 

* Gruene Mansion Inn. Premier romantic B&B, next 
door to Gruene Hall and overlooking the Guadalupe 

River... a little Texas Magic.  

www.GrueneMansioninn.com (830) 629-2641 

* The Lamb's Rest Inn. Located on the Guadalupe 

River. Featuring garden with fountain, pool, and hot 

tub, private balconies and fireplaces. Delightful break

fasts often served alfresco.  

www.lambsrestinn.com (888) 609-3932 

R6 CK R 

HOPES' HOUSE 
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 
(800) 924-1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com
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THIS MONTH'S INNSIDER CHOICE 
is Hoopes' House 

Built in the 1890s, the historic Hoopes' House in 
Rockport, Texas, has been meticulously renovated and 
restored to its original splendor. Elegant but casual, the a Ii 

Hoopes' House combines modern luxury with old 
world chatm. Amenities incluc 8 guest rooms, each 

with a private bath, full complin:ntary breakfast, phone 
and cable TV, plus pool, het tub and gazebo.  

Hoopes' House 
417 North Broadway, Rockport, TX 78382 HOOPE S HOUSE 

(800) 924 -1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com ROCKPORT, TX.

NATIONAl LY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.  

EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.  
FUI.1 BREAKFAST INCLUI)ED.CAll. FOR BROCHURE

"s LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL 4hl FOR HOLIDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, 
BIRTHDAYS, COMPANY GIFTS ETC...  

Gift Certificates 
ORDER ONLINE ON A SECURE SERVER 

WWW.TEXASBB.ORG
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How to Make a Splash 
Without Getting Wet 
Bring home 300 carats of aquamarine, the legendary 

"sailor's gem". In tradition, it's considered the most 

precious of gemstones - now for under $130! 

T his is not a necklace. It's the World's Most Beautiful Personal 
Flotation Device. Ever since ancient times, sailors have sworn 

by aquamarine for protection on the open water. For them, it was 
a sacred gem connected to Neptune. But today you don't have to 
leave shore to reap the benefits of this legendary blue gem, because 
your ship has come in. Today, you can wear this spectacular 300
Carat Mare Aquamarine Necklace for only $129! 

Claim your "Mermaid's Treasure." On 
any vessel crossing the oceans, there was no more 
precious cargo than aquamarine. Sailors paid hand
somely for its power, considering it their most valuable 
commodity. In scientific terms, the chemical composition 
of our Mari Necklace beads are cousins to precious emeralds.  
They begin life as geological twins underground, colorless 
until something sparks a change. Sprinkle in a dash of 
minerals and one becomes vivid green and the other 
becomes brilliant blue. That's the beauty of chemisty.  

Stauer Exclusive! Order A legend among luxury jewelers. Named for the Latin 

today to get 6 7% OFF. words for "water of the sea," aquamarine shines with all 
the colors of the ocean. Each bead is like a droplet of 

the sea frozen in space and time. Walk into the most exclusive retail jewelers 
and you'll find aquamarine in a place of honor. Fifth Avenue thinks noth
ing of offering a strand of aquamarine "pebbles" for $12,000. But with 
a color this captivating, you deserve more than a dollop. That's why 
we collected the bluest stones from three continents, polished 
them to perfection and arranged them in this double-stranded, 
300-carat masterpiece.  

Order now and we'll send you the 20" Mare Aquamarine 
Necklace, featuring two loops of graduated beads with a 
lobster clasp and spacers layered in gleaming 14K gold.  
Previously offered for $395, this necklace is yours 
today for only $129! Nobody but Stauer can give you 
this much genuine aquamarine for so little.  

Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed. If you don't 
fall in love with the Mari, send it back within 30 
days for a complete refund of your purchase price.  
It's that simple. Call now to set sail on your own 
incredible aquamarine deal while they last! 

JEWELRY SPECS: 
- 300 ctw of genuine polished aquamarine 
- 14K gold-layered spacers and clasp 

Mar6 Aquamarine Necklace (300 ctw)-4395~ 
Now only $129 
Call now to take advantage of this extremely limited offer.  

1-888-373-0654 
Promotional Code MAN138-01 
Please mention this code when you call. es 

Stauer has a 
14101 Southcross Drive W., Better 

Dept. MAN138-01 Bureau 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 Rating 
www.stauer.com of A+
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THIS WINTER, VISIT 1 
PREFERRED 
SPEC4I S OF

THE RESORT 

BY 250 
BIRDS.
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/

Grab your binoculars and head to the Lost Pines region of Texas for the second annual Lost Pines 
Christmas Bird Count on Saturday, December 29th, where you'll have the opportunity to spot 
more than 250 species of birds, from the hepatic tanager to the American bald eagle.  
The weekend will include:

- Owling with McKinney Roughs guides 

- Bird-calling and birds of prey workshops 

- A program with Texas artist, author and 
naturalist Margie Crisp

- A special dinner and presentation 
featuring Texas Master Naturalist 
and expert birder Glenn Olsen 

- A discounted rate at Hyatt Lost Pines

R E G E N C Y 

LOST PINES RESORT AND SPA ® 
AUSTIN/BAS TROP, TEXAS
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Hank Parker, host of 
"Hank Parker's Outdoor 
Magazine"and 2-time 
Bassmaster Classic 
champion

Your source for top 
brands at low prices.  
Find all these brands and more at your local store.
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