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UpFRONT

The Digital Landscape

T here's something special about this time of the year. As 
winter slowly releases its grip on Texas, warmer breezes 
and longer days signal changes ahead. The landscape's pal
ette seemingly changes overnight from seas of brown and 
gray to waves of bright greens. Outdoors, it sounds different, 

smells different, looks different. Nature's regenerative powers take over 
and the cycle of life continues. There's a renewed sense of spirit as travel
ers of all ages hit the road and marvel at our hills and valleys, blossoming 
with new-found energy and brilliance.  

At Texas Highways we have embraced renewal as well. Over the past 
several months, we've worked diligently on the creation of our new web
site. We've researched, we've experimented, we've listened to our au
dience, we've tweaked, and now we're proud to announce the launch 
of the new-and-improved texashighways.com. The latest iteration of our 

website will highlight all of the existing content and 

Win aa articles you've come to expect from Texas Highways maga

Grapewine zine, along with some expanded features.  

prize package. The first things you'll notice are our bold images and 

Details on engaging monthly content. Interested in family travel, 
photography, food and drink recipes, or culture and life

pflO 6. style content? We have it! Simplified navigation and cat

egorized "content buckets" allow you to find more regu
larly updated content with a single click.  

Plan on checking out our new events calendar before you schedule your 
upcoming vacation or weekend escape. Have a particular region of Texas 
you want to visit? One click and you can watch the events unfold right 
before your eyes. You'll have so many options to choose from that you 
might want to plan for an extra day of fun. While you're on the road, send 
us your favorite photo. If we choose it, you'll be showcased on our home 
page gallery.  

The best part of all this added functionality? Our new website is respon
sive. It automatically changes its format to fit any mobile device. You can 
enjoy texashighways.com articles and information from anywhere. The next 
time you travel across the state, or just to the hammock in the backyard, 
take us with you. Consider texashighways.com your new travel companion.  

Check out our new digital landscape on texashighways.com and be pre
pared to spend some time with us online. Enjoy the spring.
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Mark Mahorsky, Creative Director 
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Drop us a line anytime at letterso5@texashighways.com.  
Find us on Facebook and Twitter.
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Any tips on these spots? 
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texashighways.com 
YOUR NEW TRAVEL COMPANION.

" Stunning photography 

" Jaunts, journeys, and travel resources 
" Food & Drink-Texas faves and links to recipes 
" Events-search by region and month 
" Easy to read on any device-phone, tablet, or PC
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Subscribe now to receive 10 issues for $20
and give a gift subscription at no additional cost.  

That's two subscriptions for $20! 

My Subscription: 
Name 

Address 

City State ZIP 

E-mail 
Please e-mail me new features and offers from Texas Parks & Wildhfe magazine.  

® Check enclosed. E Bill me later. 0 Check here if you are ordering one subscription only.* 

Gift To: 
Name 

Address I 
City State ZIP 

Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of first issue. Offer good for new U.S. orders only.  
*Cost if only one subscription ordered is $12. Pleaselist additional gifts on separate sheet 
of paper ($10 each). 10 issues produced annually. t W A S 
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Now available in the 
Texas Highways 
Gift Collection!

Texas Star Oil Bottle 
Add a little Texas style to 
the dinner table with this 
classic designed salad oil 
bottle. Made in Texas of 
durable stoneware; oven, 
microwave, and dishwasher 
safe. 6 % inches tall from 
base to strni.  
Item 37830.......$28.95

Texas Flag 
Ready for your runt porch 

flag pole, our 3 x 5 foot sewn 

nylon Texas state flag comes 

with sturdy brass grommets.  
Made in the Uj S. A 

Item 37832.......$35.95 

Texas Star 
Independence Mug 
Beautiful stoneware, Texas 

sized mug, handmade 
in Texas. Holds a full 

24 ounces of hot or cold 
beverages. Oven, microwave.  

and dishwasher safe.  
Item 37343.......$28.95 

Texas Star Spoon Rest 
Keep the mess off the counter 

with this Texas-sized spoon 
rest. The 6-inch diameter easily 

holds ladles and large stirring 
spoons. The classic Texas 

Star design will enhance your 
kitchen ddcor.  

Item 37831.......$17.95

Texas Star 
Handbag Hanger 
She can keep her purse off the 
floor. out of her lap, and securely in 
sight while dining out. This sturdy 
handbag hanger with Texas Star de
sign opens to hang her purse from 
the table top. It magnetically closes 
to a handy 1.25-inch diameter for 
easy storage. 1.6 ounces.  

Item 37724.......$14.95

Order by phone: 
800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

BY MAIL: Use the ORDER FORM 
between pages 68 & 69 in this issue.  

Send completed form, along with payment 
to: Texas Highways, PO Box 8558, 

Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558

TEXAS 
H I G H W A Y S 
The TRAVEL MAGAZINE of TEXAS MAR14THM
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Celebrating 

40 Years 
of Texas Travel! 

AE XT ST 

H I G H W A Y S 
The TRAVEL MAGAZINE of TEXAS 

Join us! Get 12 issues chock-full 

of Texas' best getaways, events, 

attractions, and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year 

subscription to Texas Highways 

Magazine is just $19.95...  

that's only $1.66 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 

members, and business associates 

all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 

Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 

(yours or a gift) is $19.95. Additional 

U.S. orders are just $17.95 each when 

ordered at the same time.

Get Texas Highways for yourself

grYES! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please punt 

MY NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY STATE

Just $19.95 for a 1-year U.S.  
(International subscriptions are $29.95)

ZIP_

50 4 58% off 
NEWSSTAND 

$1.66 an issue!

subscription!
Simply return this order form 

in the mail-we'll bill you later.

6403SU1
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The 
TEXAS 

* TRAVEL* 
DESTINATIONS

Get 12 
full months 

and discover 
True Texas...
To expedite service, call: 

1-800-839-4997 
and ask for source code 6403SU1

TO ORDER BY PHONE, CALL 

1-800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 

and ask for source code 64035U1 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central 

Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa -MasterCard 

American Express 

Digital editions 
are also available! 

TO EXPEDITE SERVICE, ORDER ONLINE: 

www.texashighways.com

Give Texas Highways to a friend

V IE S! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please pant 

MY NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP

58%off 
NEWSSTAND 

$1.66 an issue!

Send a gift subscription to: 
Simply return this order form 

RECIPIENT'S NAME in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a card announcing your 
ADDRESS gift directly to your recipient.  

CITY STATE ZIP For faster service, please call 

1-800-839-4997.  

To include more gifts, enclose a list. Just $19.95 for the first U.S. subscription, 
and $17.95 for each additional U.S. order! (International subscriptions are $29.95.) F403SU1
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31) Next Weekend 
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Presidie La Bahia in Gohad

Destinations Austin County 8 
in this issue Dallas 11, 36 

McKinney 15 
Fort Worth 
18, 36, 38 
Canton 21 
Austin 23 
Beaumont 26

McAllen 29 
Granbury 31 

Garner State 
Park 36 
Lockhart 36 
Possum

Hillingdon 
Ranch 46 
Caprock Canyons 
State Park 54 
Goodnight 54 
Hamilton 54

Kingdom Lake 36 Glen Rose 54

Nacogdoches 61 
San Augustine 61 
La Porte 61 
Liberty 61 
Huntsville 61 

Kingsland 71 

Goliad 73

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PRINTS AVAILABLE 

Some images in this issue 
are available as prints in two 
distinctive formats. For more 
information, call toll-free 
866/962-1191, or visit www.  
texashighwaysprints.com.

dlv

ON OUR COVERS 

FRONT: At Fort Worth's new Sundance Square Plaza, 
adjustable umbrellas protect against the elements 
and glow with changing colors. Photo @ Robert Hart 

BACK: The bison at Caprock Canyons State Park 
are part of the state's official bison herd and genetic 
descendants of the historic Southern Plains herds.  
Phone Julia Robinson

PHOTO: J. Griffis Smith
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WHERE IN 
TEXAS ARE 

YOU?

ENTER ONLINE BY MARCH 4! ' 
Go to texashighways.com/contest 
and name this attraction, and you 
could win a Grapevine getaway! 

Find contest rules and details online. The winner will receive: 

STAY! - Two nights at Gaylord Texan Resort 

EAT! - $50 gift card to Jakes 

PLAY! - Four tickets to LEGOLAND* Discovery Center 

* Four tickets to SEA LIFE Grapevine Aquarium 

- Four tickets for the Grapevine Vintage Railroad 

- Coupon book for Grapevine Mills mall 

Our thanks to the Grapevine Convention & Visitors Bureau 
and their partners for these fabulous prizes!

ATEXAS 

texashighways.com 
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G RAPE IVIN E 
AGED TO PERFECTION' 

For more information on Grapevine, contact the 
Grapevine Convention & Visitors Bureau, 817/410-3185 
or 800/457-6338; www.GrapevineTexasUSA.com.
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MERGE
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? 

Big Bend National Park ...  
I never get tired of its beauty 

and breathtaking views! Will be 
back in Aprilfor the 10th time! 

-NORA MARTINEZ, TH Facebook Fan 4 hjr

OUR 
FAVORITE 
SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
OF THE 
MONTH...  

Hot Dr Pepper 
[January]: That 

was a treat at my 
Grandma Hohn's 
house. We'd rush 
over at 8p.m. to 
watch Bonanza 

and drink hot 

Dr Pepper.  
Suzan Pearson 
Bernucho 

Fort Davis 

Daytripper 

[February]: 
Fort Davis and 

the McDonald 

Observatory were 

both very inter
esting and even 
held the attention 
of our two kids.  
Liz Condra Tatum

EDITOR'S NOTE: To give 
credit where it's due: Austin

based photographer Al Braden 
took the captivating image of 
Santa Elena Canyon featured 
on February's cover.  

Readers' Choice: 
Texas Top 40 

Marfa, No. 33, is an awesome 

place to visit. On one of our 

trips out there, we saw not only 

the Marfa Lights, but in nearby 

Lajitas we saw a "night" rain

bow. It was a little after mid

night when a thunderstorm 

passed through; we sat on the 

porch and watched as the storm 

moved west. With the reflec

tion of the full moon and the 

storm on the west side of the 

mountains, we saw a beautiful 

rainbow. It was the talk of the 

town the next morning! 

NELL MORROW BLACK, 
TH Facebook Fan 

LOVE Glen Rose, No. 35.  
Dinosaur Valley State Park is 

just one of the many reasons.  

TERRY RAM EY HASKINS.  
TIH Facebook Fan.

Texas Grit 
Regarding Matt Joyce's 

"Texas Grit" [January]: My 

mother used to talk about the 

Dust Bowl. She grew up in 

Munday, north of Abilene. She 

used to say that when one of 

those storms hit, blowing sand 

and dirt, they would dismiss 

school at noon so that the bus

ses could run their routes and 

get the country kids home. It 

would be dark by 4 p.m. there 

was so much dirt in the air! 

MARCELLA VAUGHAN GOSS.  
T Faccbook Fan 

Anyone interested in more 

about the Dust Bowl should 

read The Worst Hard Time, 

by Timothy Egan. It made

7/7 
// 

/ 
// 

/7

me wonder how anyone 

survived. Texans are tough.  

BILL GRIGSBY Calveri 

Some Like it Hot 
Anthony Head's article on 

hot Dr Pepper [January] brought 

back an experience that oc

curred in the fall of 1993, while 

I was employed as an athletic 

trainer at Andrews High School.  

Under W.T. Stapler, the Andrews 

Mustangs had made the foot

ball playoffs in 1991 and 1992, 
but suffered defeats in the first

round games. Facing a third

year bi-district game in 1993 
against Canyon Randall on a 

very cold night in Lubbock, I 
was giving thought as to what 

would be a continuedd on page 10

Our thanks to Judson Cole, oener 

of Hell Back Outfitters. for 
helping T IPhoto Editor Griff 

Smith photograph.January'sfea
tire o'nftyfishing the Guadalupe 
River. Hell N ack specializes 

in guidedfly-fishing trips in the 
Hill Country call 512/940-5965.  
www.ceatraltexaflyfishing.comn.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to: 
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letterso5@texashighways.com.

MARCH 2014 I texashighways.con 7
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Follow us on 
Facebook and 
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ROUTE 

Prairies 
and Lakes 

The Farm-to

Market roads of 

Austin County offer 

beautiful scenic 

routes in the spring

time. Grab a map 

and enjoy the wonder 

while wandering the 

countryside along 

these picturesque 

roads. If the weather 

cooperates, travelers 

also will find blue

bonnets, Indian 

blankets, and other 

wildflowers on 

these routes.  

Order a re 

Texasroadna at www.  
traveltex.com/travel-guide.  

*For wildflower locations 
look for the banner in late 
March on www.txdot.gov 

* Tour Blue Bell Creameries 
in Brenham, in nearby 

Washington County: 

visit www.bluebell.cr, 

8 texashighways.com I MARCH 2014 PHO TO: @ Joe Lowery
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( continued from page 7] good half-time 
drink for the players. My decision was 

hot Dr Pepper. The players were sur

prised and had a strange look on their 

faces, but after taking a few sips of the 

hot beverage with a slice of orange in 

it, there were demands for seconds.  

The team went out for the second half 

and played well enough to finally win 

a playoff game. The next week was met 

by demands for hot Dr Pepper and this 

continued for the third-week game. An 

interesting sidelight occurred in the 

third-game loss when the opponent 

was none other than the Stephenville 

Yellow Jackets under the direction of 

the legendary Art Briles, the current 

head coach at Baylor University. Per

haps Stephenville had hot Dr Pepper.  

PAUL BRANSON, Sherman 

A TH Welcome Home 
I joined the Air Force while I was at

tending Texas Tech back in the sum

mer of 1990. Now, I'll be retiring after 

24 years and will be finally heading 

back to Texas. Your magazine has re

minded me of what I have missed and 

what I can look forward to.  

MSgt. RICHARD OLIVAREZ.  
.tarr5ns i AFB. M assachutseits 

READERS 

High Steaks 
in Salado 

Salado is a beautiful and fun 
place to visit and shop. The best 
place to eat is Johnny's Steaks 
& Bar-Be-Que. The mesquite
grilled steaks are tender and 
the pit barbecue isflavorful.  
Now Johnny's has added a venue 

where bands provide entertain

ment on weekends in warm 

months. Enjoy the food and fun 
at Johnny's and meet the friendly 

Aggie owners,father and son 

Johnny and Josh Bratton.  

KAREN ANDREWS 

Johnny's Steaks & Bar-Be-Que 

is at 301 Thomas Arnold Rd.; 

254/947-4663; www.johnnys 

steaksandbbq.com.

10 tezashighua.ys.^om I MARCH 2014
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I SPY A 
KALEIDOSCOPE 

A the 1cleido

scope gallery, 
visitors learn 

about the light, 

color. and 
structure of the 
natural world.  
and explore how 

those elements 

in uience art 
and architecture.

Y HUSBAND AND I FELL IN 
love with the Dallas Arbore

tum through years of snapping 

photos of our four kids tucked 

among tulips and propped on 

pumpkins. Soon they were old 

enough to frolic in the Toad 

Corners Fountain, peek into 

garden cottages, and run barefoot across velvety lawns amid 

concert music and fireflies. So when I learned about the Dallas 

Arboretum's plan to open a world-class children's garden, we 

schedule I a family visit to explore its new wonders first-hand.  

The Dallas Arboretum swung open the gates of the $62-mil

lion Rory Meyers Children's Adventure Garden in Septem

ber, following 17 years of research on how to best inspire and

Hugging the 
southeastern 
shoreline of 
tranquil White 
Rock Lake, 
the garden 
and its 17 learn
ing galleries 
promise adven
ture, secrets, 
knowledge, 
mystery, and 
above all
wonder.

educate local children. (Rory Meyers is 

a longtime Arboretum board member 

and former chair of its Education Com

mittee.) "Please Touch" would be a good 

motto for the eight-acre, interactive gar

den designed specifically to address 

state anc national education standards 

in life, earth, and environmental sci

ence. But. academic designs don't tell the 

whole story. Hugging the southeastern 

shoreline of tranquil White Rock Lake, 

the garden and its 17 learning galleries 

promise adventure, secrets, knowledge, 

mystery, and above all-wonder.  

In the Zoo-seat Entry Plaza, we're not

12 texashighways.com I MARCH 2014 PH OTO: Courtesy Dallas Arboretum



TEXAS FAMILY

only cooled and calmed by water bub

bling from fountains and spraying from 

misters, but also amazed at how water 

weaves through the myriad creeks and 

pools of the lush gardens below. Our 

first stop is the Incredible Edible Gar

den. Sprawling cantaloupe and pump

kin vines greet us with round, ripe fruit.  

We inspect the banana herb (surpris

ingly, not a tree!) and learn that a ba

nana is a "finger" that grows in a "hand," 

or bunch. Bountiful broccoli, royal egg

plant, and crimson peppers create an 

edible rainbow garden, reminding us 

that food doesn't originate in a super

market, but rather from plants, shrubs, 

trees, and vines. The garden's produce 

varies seasonally to reflect current 

growing conditions.  

The word "maze" on our map ignites 

excitement, and The Amazing Secret 

Garden does not disappoint. We weave 

through secret passageways lined with 

glossy-green holly shrubs to discover 

clues etched in silver swords, mist

breathing dragons, and hidden fairy 

gardens. Eleven-year-old Abby and six

year-old Andy compete on the dance 

chimes, while 13-year-old Ben prefers 

the periscope view.  

After the maze, we hike switchbacks 

tracking native Texas plants and ani

mals to the 31,000-square-foot Texas 

Native Wetlands. Gurgling water offers 

vitality to this ecosystem, and we ex

plore via boardwalks framed in native 

grasses. Perched in a secluded wild

life blind, eight-year-old Grace peers 

through binoculars at periwinkle drag

onflies as they flit from reeds to lily pads.  

"Please touch miniature lily pads gen

tly," reads a sign next to a small raised 

pond. "Mom, did you see this? It says 

'please touch!" she exclaims. We stroke 

the rubbery pad and learn how its strong 

roots anchor the plant, while its waxy 

surface keeps it afloat. The wind rustles 

through the grand oaks overhead and a 

rabbit scampers across our path-perks 

of a museum without walls.  

Our next stop is the Pure Energy 

gallery, where we experiment with how 

wind, sun, and water transform into

MARCH 2014 texashighways.con 13



TEXAS FAMILY

energy. We launch the air cannon, 
shoot water pistols, adjust dams on a 

river model, and angle solar panels to 

convert the sun's energy into electricity, 

making pinwheels spin in the adjacent 

pond. Lizz "the Science Whizz" Klam

mer, the garden's vice president of cre

ativity and innovation, introduces her

self and shows the kids how a closed 

circuit works by linking their hands

4 4 

VIC 
Base 
ExploreV 

and festive 
head out 
retrace th 
Spanish e 
Indepenc 

REGISTER TO WIN American 
A GETAWAY PACKAGE! or experi 
See our website for details. Let us he

A family favorite for 
years for its kid-friendly 
activities, particularly in 

the spring and fall, the 
Dallas Arboretum now 

has a world-class 
children's garden that 

encourages hands-on play 
and science education.

Camp for Adventure 
ictoria's rich history, dig our arts 
al scene and enjoy nature. Then 
on day trips in any direction to 
e steps of early French and 
explorers, follow the Texas 
lence Trail, learn about early 
cowboys on the Chisholm Trail 

ence world class salt water fishing.  
p you plan your overnight stay.

U I2 " _ _ 

,u~ ~ ~ -ai4

a .. ,i a a -a -

VisitVictoriaTexas.com 1-800-926-5774

around a plastic, foil-capped energy 

stick. Their eyes light up as the stick 

beeps and flashes. "As a science teacher, 
I've never seen anything, anywhere, 

like this garden," she says. "Children 

play and don't even know they're learn

ing-that's the wonder of this place." 

The sun dips low in the sky as we 

arrive at the 9,100-square-foot, leaf

shaped Exploration Center. Inside, 

we're immediately drawn to the five

foot-tall OmniGlobe, a high-tech spher

ical screen that depicts plate tectonics, 

climate change, and current weather 

patterns, and even morphs into the 

moon and planets. Marveling at the 

OmniGlobe's display of Earth, Andy 

wonders aloud, "Does the Earth real

ly spin like that?" Meanwhile, Abby 

sits at a Smart Table, manipulating ob

jects on a touch surface to solve a CSI 

science mystery, and Grace dips her 

hands in a display of loamy soil. The 

Children's Adventure Garden updates 

the technology content in the Explora

tion Center seasonally-as it does in the 

120 electronic display panels through

out the garden-making every visit a 

fresh experience.  

It's almost closing time as we climb a 

staircase inside a burly tree snag lead

ing to the 240-foot-long Texas Skywalk.  

At the edge of the tree's platform, we 

leap like fledgling baby birds into sturdy 

rope nets. For a split second, I'm fly

ing, weightless, enveloped in the heady 

scent of sycamore. Descending through 

the canopy, our kids spy the giant potted 

flowers in the Plants Are Alive gallery.  

With so many learning galleries still to 

experience, I know we'll return soon.  

But tomorrow morning brings another 

school day, and I'm certain, a fresh per

spective on science. * 

THE DALLAS ARBORETUM 
RORY MEYERS CHILDREN'S 
ADVENTURE GARDEN 
is at 8525 Garland Rd. Admission is $3 in 

addition to the cost of an Arboretum ticket; 
timed-entry passes are recommended. Call 

214/515-6615, www.dallasarboretum.org.
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TEXAS WILD

Seen and Heard 
MCKINNEY'S HEARD NATURAL SCIENCE MUSEUM 

& WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
text by Laura Samuel Meyn

y kids and I are near the end of the 1-mile Wood Duck 

Trail at the Heard Natural Science Museum & Wild

life Sanctuary in McKinney. The route meanders in 

and out of the woods; skirts wetlands where ducks, 

geese, and egrets commune; and wends past stretches 

of prairie with gracefully waving grasses. My daugh

ter Susanna stops suddenly to watch a giant swallow

tail butterfly flutter down, back up, and out of sight. I 

smile when a gasp of awe escapes the mouth that had, moments before, complained of 

being hot, tired, and in need of something-anything-from the gift shop. Meanwhile, 

Samuel is ahead of us as usual, just around the path's next curve, the back of his head 

barely visible through the tall grasses. He's been reading the warning signs posted 

along the trails excitedly, reminding us to "Watch out for copperheads!"-and in the 

process, likely scaring away this or other examples of native wildlife.

THE HEARD 
NATURAL SCIENCE 
MUSEUM & WILDLIFE 
SANCTUARY 
is at 1 Nature Place in 
McKinney. Admission: 

$6-$11. Call 972/ 

562-5566; www.  
heardmuseum.org.

The Heard's 
289 acres 
include six 
trails that 
explore wet
lands, bottom
land forest, 
upland forest, 
blackland 
prairie, and 
white-rock 
escarpment 
habitats.
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TEXAS WILD

PALEONTOLOGICAL 
PLAYGROUND 
After explorin the 
outside attractions 
at the Heard, spend 
some time with 
the indoor exhibits, 

which include 

fossils and rocks.  
plus examples of 
Texas marine life 
and herpetology.

The Heard's 289 acres include six 

such trails, which work their way 

through a diverse landscape comprised 

of wetlands, bottomland forest, upland 

forest, blackland prairie, and white

rock escarpment habitats. The Heard is 

also home to a friendly, homespun nat

ural science museum that houses tur

tles, snakes, and other small animals, as 

well as fossils, geodes, and examples of 

taxidermy. While the museum provides 

a cool respite and plenty to inspire cu

riosity and learning, it's somewhat sec

ondary to what's outside.  

Outdoors, in addition to the natu

ral beauty of the preserve itself, there's 

also an Animals of the World exhibit, 
where large enclosures house "ambas

sador animals" (rescued animals that 

aren't fit to be re-released into the wild), 
such as a ring-tailed lemur and a white

nosed coatimundi. The coatimundi,

an endangered cousin to the raccoon, 
gamely lifts its nose toward us in what 

seems like a nodded greeting. Nearby, 

the Native Texas Butterfly House & Gar

den attracts many of the two dozen but

terfly types that call North Texas home.  

The Pioneer Village, a collection of eight 

playhouse-size buildings typical of late

1800s prairie settlements, is a new draw, 
inviting children to explore the trap 

pings of early life on the Texas prairie.  

It's all the legacy of the late Bessie 

Heard, a McKinney citizen who took 

nearby urban sprawl as a caution

ary tale and set her mind on preserv

ing a swath of land where children 

and adults could come to experience 

~ FIND MORE ONLINE 
__d More on McKiny yan 

texashighways.com/wild.

nature. An avid collector of Audubon 

lithographs, butterflies, minerals, and 

other materials relating to the natu

ral world, "Miss Bessie," as she was 

known, founded the museum and na

ture center at age 80, opening it in 1967; 

she lived another 21 years to watch it 

flourish. Today, it's a community hub 

brimming with activity. A ropes course 

and zipline (available by reservation) 

draw groups of adults and teens for 

team-building, and local Eagle Scouts 

have left their mark by building long 

stretches of boardwalks in the marsh

ier portions of the trails. All told, some 

90,000 people come through each year.  

Following our long hike and a pic

nic lunch, we are ready to return to the 

cool quiet of the museum. The Native 

Texas Snakes exhibit gives us our first 

close-up with that copperhead we've 

been looking for all morning. The signs
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While the museum 
provides plenty to inspire 
curiosity and learning, 
it's somewhat secondary 
to what's outside, where 
trails, a butterfly house, 
and a new Pioneer Village 
invite exploration.  

had piqued our curiosity, but it's a relief 

to come face-to-face with the snake in 

a controlled environment, where we 

can admire its markings and angu

lar head without risk. We wander our 

way through other exhibits and end up 

at the new mosasaur display, the fossil

ized remains of a menacing sea reptile 

that was excavated in nearby Garland 

by volunteers from the Dallas Paleonto

logical Society. This particular creature 

is estimated to have been about 40 feet 

long and weighed around eight tons.  

Samuel and Susanna spot a famil-

iar-looking fossil nearby-a ribbed 

nautilus shape that's nearly identi

cal to something they recently dug up 

in our Fort Worth backyard. We learn 

that it's an ammonite, a marine crea

ture that was a favorite snack of the 

mosasaur; both predator and prey be

came extinct in the Cretaceous period.

An informational card reads, "Ammo

nite fossils are quite common in Texas.  

If you find one, you are holding the re

mains of an animal that lived during 

the time of the dinosaurs!" I catch my 

breath, feeling shortsighted for hav

ing shooed my children outside when 

they'd brought their muddy ammonite 

into the house. Next time, I promise my

self, I will be more enthusiastic about 

the spoils of their digging.  

Back in the car, I sit for a moment 

to review the short route to downtown 

McKinney, where I'll treat them to a 

cup of gelato at Paciugo Gelato. They're 

chatting in the backseat about the mo

sasaur when Sam grabs for his cam

era, suddenly silent. In the beautifully 

landscaped row of plants that divides 

the parking lot, a hummingbird is 

flitting among the asters and milk

weed. During our few short hours at 

the Heard, nature has, in turn, rendered 

each of us speechless. *
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SAVVY TRAVELER 

Ten for $10 or Less) 
FORT WORTH ON A BUDGET 
text by Barbara Rodriguez idlustration by Jonathan Carlson 

HO DOESN'T LOVE A 
free weekend? By that I j 

mean a weekend free of For information on 
chores, meetings, errands, visiting Fort Worth, 
and to-do-list drudgery. If call the Fort Worth 
one could take all that lei- Convention &Visitors 
sure time and invest it in Bureau, 800/433-5747; 
a weekend full of low-cost www.fortworth.com.  

fun, the payoff would be the ultimate budget traveler's dream.  
And when it comes to memorable travel, the unexpected free
bie or surprisingly inexpensive indulgence often makes for the

best experience. I decided to take a look 
around my hometown for diversions that 

are priceless without being pricey. The 
result is this roundup of 10 Fort Worth 

activities that don't require deep pock
ets-each can be had for no more than 

$10 per person.  

Spend Calories 
The 40 miles of Trinity Trails 

are a cost-free way to work off 

breakfast, meander away an afternoon, 
or salute the sunset. The trails con

nect numerous parks and destinations 

along the Trinity River and its tribu
taries. With sections of paved and natu

ral surfaces, the trails are popular with 

joggers, bicyclists, and skaters. www.  

trwd.com/trinityriver.  

Hop the Train 
On the east side of the Trinity 
River on Colonial Parkway, 

the Forest Park Miniature Railroad 

has been chugging through Forest 

Park and Trinity Park since 1959. The 

five-mile, open-air journey costs $4 for 
adults and $3.50 for kids. Hours vary 
seasonally. www.fpmt.us.  

Animal Instincts 
Are jogging trails too timid 
when your crowd wants to run 

with the wolves? The next best thing 
may be getting up close and personal 

with the animals of the Fort Worth 

Zoo, where 64 acres of exhibits in

clude an interactive aviary where par
akeets and cockatiels zoom in to visit 

beak-to-nose. Most days, adult tickets 

for the zoo wouldn't make our cost cut

off, but there is half-price admission on 

Wednesdays: $6 for adults and $4.50 for 

kids. www.fortworthzoo.org.  

Smell the Roses 
Once you've fawned over the 

fauna, move on to stop and 
smell the flora, including hundreds of 

roses, at the Fort Worth Botanic Gar

den. The 110-acre living museum grows 
more than 2,500 species of native and 

exotic plants. Shaded benches invite
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you to breathe deeply, and sack lunches 

are allowed. Entrance to the Botanic 

Garden is free. www.fwbg.org.  

I decided to take a look 
around my hometown 

of Fort Worth for 
diversions that are priceless 

without being pricey.  

Take a Hike 
Looking for a natural encoun

ter that's a bit rougher around 

the edges? Late afternoon is a good time 

to make the drive to the 3,621-acre Fort 

Worth Nature Center and Refuge, just 

northwest of the city on Lake Worth.  

Admission is $5 for adults and $2 for 

children. Hike to your heart's content 

on more than 20 miles of trails; canoe

ing is allowed on the river and lake.  

www.fwnaturecenter.org.  

>Brew up a Plan 
If the weather isn't cooper
ating for outdoor fun, con

sider one of the Wednesday-evening 

or Saturday-afternoon tours of Rahr 

& Sons Brewing Company, the city's 

pioneering microbrewery. You can 

bring your own food, and all ages are 

welcome; admission is $10 for visitors 

age 18 and up. The event includes a 

tour, a pint glass, and up to three beer 

samples for those of legal age. www.  

rahrbrewing.com.  

Museum Marvels 
Brain food abounds along Fort 

/ Worth's world-famous mu

seum row, and both The Kimbell Art 

Museum and Amon Carter Museum 

of American Art offer free general ad

mission. The neighboring Modern Art 

Museum of Fort Worth charges $10 

for those 13 and over, but is free on the 

first Sunday of every month and half

price on Wednesdays. All three muse

ums are famous not only for their art 

collections, but also for their world

renowned architecture.
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Bastrop W ~ w 
Yesterfest 2014 
April 25-27 in historic Bastrop TX " 
Still the home of pioneers' 
512-303-0904 BastropDBA or 

Seguin 
Visit Historic Seguin 
Founded by Texas Rangers, 1838 
800-580-7322m 
VisitSeguincom 

Texas Quilt Museum 
Southwest's only quilt museum 
4 changing exhibits a year, store period

I 'garden & mural. 979-968-3104 
TexasQuiltMuseum.org 

Brazosport 
S.. Family Fun on the Texas Gulf Coast 

Clute / Freeport / Lake Jackson / 
Surfside Beach 
979-285-2501 VisitBrazosport.com 

Columbus Folk Fest a 
November 7-8, 2014 
Texas Revolutionary era re-enactors 
Pioneer camps, music, tours 979-732-83 
ColumbusFolkFest.com 

Presidio La Bahia 
29th Annual Goliad Massacre 
Reenactment & Ft. Defiance Living Histor 

X. Program March 29-30 
361-645-3752 PresidioLaBahia.org 

San Jacinto Battleground State Historic S 
San Jacinto Day Festival & Battle Reenactme 
April 26, 10 am-6 pm Music, games 
and fun set amidst living history.  
281-479-2421 SanJacinto-Museum.org 

b Luling 
Zedler Mill Museum, Park, & Pavilion 
Come Discover our River 
512-227-1724 - ZedlerMill.com 
830-875-3214x1 - LulingCC.org 

Brenham / Washington County 
Texas Independence Day Celebration 
March 1-2 Washington-on-the-Brazos 
888-BRENHAM (273-6426) 

rVisitBrenhamTexas.com
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Two-step it to Abilene for the best in country and red dirt music this 
March 28th-30th at the 4th Annual Outlaws & Legends. Kick up your 

boots and take in the biggest one stage music fest in Texas.  
Order tickets and book your preferred hotel today.  

Visit abilenevisitors. com or outlawsandlegends.com.

SAVVY TRAVELER 

Get Down(town) 
An architectural tour that be

gins with the museums can 
continue by following Lancaster Ave

nue downtown to make a stop at the of
ten-overlooked magnificent interior of 
the main Post Office. Art Deco fans will 
want to seek out the former Blackstone 

Hotel, now a Courtyard by Marriott.  

The spires and terraces of the 23-story, 

1929 building make it a local landmark.  

When it comes to 
memorable travel, the 
unexpected freebie 

or surprisingly inexpensive 
indulgence often makes 
for the best experience.  

Show Time 
Fort Worth's downtown is 

always worth a ramble, but 
weekend afternoons often offer the 

bonus of free movie showings at the 

Fort Worth Central Library. Film 

buffs flock to see classic films shown 

the first Sunday of each month at 

2 p.m. Family-friendly movies are 

shown at 1 p.m. the second Saturday 
of each month. www.fortworthtexas.  

gov/library/branches/central.  

Cattle Call 
If you still feel like you're 

all hat and no cattle, line 

up curbside on Exchange Avenue in 

Fort Worth's historic Stockyards for the 

daily drives of the city's Longhorn herd 
at 11:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. For $6, kids (and 
adults) can run their boots off at the 

Cowtown Cattlepen Maze. Wash down 

the trail dust at Booger Red's Saloon 

in the H3 Ranch restaurant. The most 

popular beverage might be Rahr & Sons' 
Buffalo Butt Beer, whose name reflects 

the mighty beast prominently mounted 

in the center of the bar. Even if you stop 
in for a Roy Rogers, it's a signature way 
to toast a weekend of happy trails, espe
cially if you've come in under budget. *
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SOUVENIR

A Foray into the Fray 
TREASURES AND TRINKETS AT 

CANTON'S FIRST MONDAY TRADE DAYS 

text by Michelle Burgess

CANTON 
FIRST MONDAY 
TRADE DAYS 
takes place Thu-Sun 

before the first Monday 

of every month in 

Canton. For general 
information about 
Canton, and for Trade 

Days maps, parking 

information, and 

shopping tips, see 

www.visitcantontx.  
corn and www.first 
mondaycanton.com, 

or call 877/462-7467.

HE WAS MY LAST PURCHASE OF THE DAY, 
though to say I bought her makes the whole 

thing sound tawdry and cheap. But this was 

a cash transaction. Money changed hands.  

She was mine for the average price of a 

movie ticket.  

I call her Sirena, Goddess of the Sea.  

Few who know my tastes would have 

pegged the wrought-iron, pinup-posed mermaid as something 

I would seek out, and really, I didn't-she found me. The last of 

her kind, she sat forlornly on one table among many, many tables 

in a line of hundreds at what is the state's biggest flea market, Can

ton's 160-year-old First Monday Trade Days.  

The sun was sinking on the first Saturday in November-the 

day, I later discovered, that is traditionally the busiest day of the 

busiest weekend at Canton all year. In addition to my four best 

friends from high school and me, an estimated 100,000 eagle

eyed, sausage-on-a-stick-eating, cart-pushing, scooter-ma

neuvering, SUV-driving bargain-hunters (women outnum

bered men two to one, by my estimation) stalked the stalls 

from sunup Thursday morning through sundown Sunday 

night. (Note: First Monday actually takes place Thursday 

through Sunday before the first Monday of every month.) 

Some meandered, browsing for nothing in particular but open 

to whatever might catch the eye. Others shopped like women 

possessed, seeking out the perfect Christmas geegaws or mari

gold-hued Fiestaware pitchers, or antique tiger-oak piecrust ta

bles for their foyers. Some were dressed to the nines, coiffed and 

manicured and lipsticked; others wore big T-shirts and roomy 

denim and no makeup, hair pulled back in ponytails and feet clad 

in clunky sneakers built for speed and comfort.  

This was my first foray into the Canton fray since '99, but as a 

kid, I used to go every month. Of course, back then it wasn't much 

like it is today, with its crowds and carnival feel. What I remem

ber from the '70s and early '80s is a whole lotta junk-great junk, 

one-of-a-kind junk, for sure, but none of the slick cleanness that 

is present today. Late in the day, I do find my old stomping 

grounds, the rows of more humble, old-school vendors 

whose wares range from the truly collectible to dispos

able whimsies, but their segment of Canton is now 

dwarfed by huge tin buildings and higher-end 

occupants offering miracle weight-loss teas 

and fancy cookware and gourmet preserves.

PHOTO: J. Griffis Smith
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Sirena isn't one
of-a-kind, and 
she isn't old. But 
something about 
her says "Canton" 
to me, so as the 
shadows lengthen 
and our day ends, 

hand over my 
10 bucks and 
take her home.  
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SOUVENIR

While I'm not a fan of the traffic, both 
human and vehicle, I don't mind what 
counts as progress. I know that while I 
love pawing through boxes of old iron 
kitchen tools in hopes of finding a trea
sure, plenty of others seek kitschy signs 
for their patios and don't care if they're 
mass-produced. There truly is some
thing for everyone.  

Which brings us back to Sirena.  

She isn't one-of-a-kind, and she isn't 
old-two traits that set her apart from 
the rest of my haul and my usual pref

erences. But something about her 
says "Canton" to me, so as the shadows 

lengthen and our day ends, I hand over 

my 10 bucks and take her home.  
Though I think she is intended to re

side outdoors, maybe on a birdbath or 

patio, Sirena instead now surveys my 
living room from a perch atop my fire

place mantle. Hollow and about a foot 
tall, she has been fake-aged a green

ish-blue to look like tarnished copper.

I know that while I love 
pawing through boxes 
of old iron kitchen tools 
in hopes of finding a 
treasure, plenty of others 
seek kitschy signs for 
their patios and don't care 
if they're mass-produced.  

Her fishtail is solid and sharp enough 
at its edge to cut your head open, but Si
rena is not as fierce as she looks. I found 
this out the hard way, when she was 

dropped on the concrete and split into 
seven or eight pieces.  

Though at that time she had only 
been with me for a few days, she had 

already grown on me, so I glued her 

back together rather than toss her in 

the trash bin. I like to think that her 

minor dings and missing right arm, as

well as the holes where pieces could not 
be reattached, only give her charm and 
a sense of mystery.  

Besides, Sirena and my other pur
chases of the trip-an 1880s walnut 
wall mirror, Mid-Century Modern side 
table, antique mailbox, and serving 
bowl-will have to hold me for a while.  
For me, the splendor of Canton is like 
wasabi, or maybe comedian Robin 
Williams-a little bit goes a long way.  
So, while it won't be another 14 years 
before I go back, I don't have it in me 
to make the monthly pilgrimage that 
some folks relish. Let the diehards fight 
the crowds as they labor under the be
lief that a treasure hunter is only as 
good as her last find.  

Sirena and I know better.*

'c@]
FIND MORE ONLINE 
Q&A with a Canton Trade Days 
vendor at texashighways.com/souvenir.
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EAT DRINK TRAVEL 

TRAVEL 

What's Brewing in the Hills? 
AUSTIN'S JESTER KING BREWERY BRINGS 

A FRESH SPIN TO BEER 

text by CLAUDIA ALARCON 
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TRAVEL

Inspired by 
small farmhouse 
breweries in 
France and 

Belgium, Jester 
King's brewers 
produce artisan 
ales with a true 
sense of place.

T IS A SUNNY AND CRISP AUSTIN DAY, 
perfect for showing our visiting family some 

of our area's attractions. We wanted to ven

ture off the beaten path, and since both of my 

brothers-in-law are craft-beer enthusiasts, my 

husband and I chose to showcase the city's 

growing craft brewing industry by heading 

to Jester King Brewery. Approximately IS 
miles southwest of downtown Austin on a 

200-acre ranch, Jester King produces beers 
unlike any others in the area.  

We feel like we're heading to the middle of nowhere as we 
drive up winding, narrow Fitzhugh Road, flanked by fields 
of oak and cedar trees. Then we spy the handpainted sign 

directing us to turn left. After parking beneath a grove of 

oak trees, w:3 head up the crushed limestone path toward the 
tasting room and brewery. The smell of a bonfire at the adja

cent Stanley's Farmhouse Pizza-located on the same prop
erty-premises warmth snd camaraderie. At the brewery's 
entrance, a friendly Jester King employee in a plaid flannel 
shirt hands us current menus and explains the lay of the land: 
We can purchase beer in the tasting room, or at the blue tent 
on the opposite side; a free tour starts within the hour, so we 
need to listen for announcements.

JESTER KING 
BREWERY 
1at 13005 Fitzhugh 
Rd. in unincorporated 
Autia (about 18 miles 
southwest of down
town; Thetasting 
yoom opens on Fri
days -rom 5-9 and on 
Saturdays and Sundays 

from noon-6. Tours 
(at 6 on Fri and at 

1 3. ad 5 on Sat and 

Sun) are free. See 
oww.jesterking 
brewery.com.

Amidst the oak trees and limestone 

outcroppings, couples of varying ages, 

groups of friends, and family groups 

gather at picnic tables-chatting, tast

ing, sharing pizzas, and enjoying a day 
in the Hill Country. Some people play 
lawn games like cornhole and horse

shoes, while others take their beer study 
seriously, poring over glasses of differ

ent shapes and sizes and comparing 
tasting notes.  

We find a table under an old oak on 

the edge of the hill, overlooking the 
lively scene at the pizzeria below. After 

a visit to the tasting room (four-ounce 

pours cost $2-$4.50, depending on 
style), we return to our table with an 

array of beers to sample. Jester King's 
beers might surprise aficionados who 

prefer traditional lagers, as here the 

brewers make mostly dry, sour styles 

(one of the latest beer trends), using hops 

judiciously to impart bitterness and in

teresting floral notes. Jester King's
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FIND MORE ONLINE 
More Central Texas brewery tours at 

texashighways.com/travel.  

tried-and-true standards are available 

year-round at the brewery and in local 

stores, but at the brewery itself, I rec

ommend sampling the limited releases, 

which are experimental styles brewed 

in small batches and not available any

where else.  

On this occasion, I especially enjoy 

Jester King's popular Wytchmaker 

Farmhouse IPA, from a batch that had 

been conditioned with fresh guava juice.  

I also love the Atrial Rubicite, a bar

rel-aged sour beer re-fermented with 

fresh raspberries, which boasts a beau

tiful ruby color and a dry finish of fresh 

raspberries. Because of their lighter 

body and tangy flavors, they are ideal 

for pairing with food, and Stanley's 

pizzas-some of the best wood-fired oven 

pies in the Austin area-are the perfect 

foil. Two of our favorites are the Penel

ope, made with red sauce, smoked speck, 

fresh mozzarella, arugula, tomatoes, 

cracked salt and pepper, and extra-virgin 

olive oil; and the Willie, a spicy pie with 

barbecue sauce, juicy brisket, cheddar 

cheese, red onions, and fresh jalapenos.  

As we sip and discuss the beers we're 

sharing, we hear the announcement 

that it's time to line up for a tour with 

FROM CASK 
TO GL ASS 

Free brewery 
tours-this 

one led by co

owner Jeffrey 

Stuffinqs-carer 
to craft-heer 

enthusiasts and 

devoted home
brewers alike.

co-owner Ron Extract. With my glass of 

RU55 sour barrel-aged red ale in hand, 

I follow the group into the fermentation 

room where Ron, standing on top of a 

keg, tells us the story behind this one

of-a-kind place. Inspired by small farm

house breweries in France and Belgium, 

Ron and his business partners, Jeffrey 

Stuffings and Michael Steffing, devised 

Jester King's largely experimental ap

proach to produce artisan ales with a 

true sense of place. They draw water 

from the Trinity Aquifer with an on

site well, use as many organic ingredi

ents as possible, and ferment with natu

rally occurring wild yeasts. Rather than 

making seasonal beers, the offerings are 

weather-driven. The brewers allow the 

fermentation to progress until the beer 

is "at the right point of doneness," then 

they allow it to mature naturally-often 

in oak barrels recycled from Hill Coun

try wineries-prior to re-fermentation 

in the bottle, cask, or keg. No batch tastes 

exactly like the last, and once a certain 

batch is gone, it's gone.  

Jester King Brewery's motto, which 

graces every bottle, defines the busi

ness well: "We brew what we like, drink 

what we want, and offer the rest to those 

who share our tastes." But Ron adds an 

unwritten addendum. "It's good that not 

everyone shares our taste," he says, "be

cause we can't make that much beer!"*
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A place to explore nature, enjoy 
fun events or indulge yourself in 
great shopping, dining or just 
relaxing. Discover the warm 
friendly hospitality thar makes 

Boerne as unique as its name! 

BE RN E 
As UN1QUE As Our Name 

VisitBoeme.org 888.842.8080
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EAT 

The King of Cakes 
RAO'S BAKERY MAKES THIS MARDI GRAS CONFECTION 
A DELIGHT TO TASTE-AND BEHOLD 
text by Lori Moffatt

T SEEMS THAT MOST OF THE RECENT 
food trends in America-the reimagining of 
ramen, the curious appeal of Brussels sprouts, 
the surge of gluten-free products, and the wide

spread adoption of such ingredients as quinoa 

and coconut water-have centered around 

buzzwords such as "farm-to-table," "unpro
cessed and natural," "low-glycemic index," and 

"organic and locally sourced." 

But sometimes, all that clean living flies out 
the window-especially when faced with the jelly-filled, rain
bow-frosted, carbo-licious confection known as the Mardi

Mardi Gras 
(that's Fat 
Tuesday in 
French) falls 
on March 4 
this year.  
Indulge in a 
King Cake 
to celebrate.

Gras King Cake. Even the most virtu

ous have been known to cast aside di

etary restraint with the same devil-may
care spirit that Mardi Gras revelers toss 

beads into a crazed parade crowd. After 

all, you only live once. Or, if you're ob

serving the traditions of Mardi Gras and 

Lent: It's your last chance to live it up 
until Easter falls some six weeks later.  

The custom of eating a wreath

shaped cake on January 6 to honor the 

Three Kings (or three wise men) has
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its origins in old-world Europe, but at 

some point the cake wound up in the 

Americas, and the scope of the celebra

tion expanded. In the United States, 

the tradition found a natural home in 

New Orleans, and by the 1950s, the 

King Cake had become a fixture of 

Mardi Gras celebrations-blanketed 

with purple, gold, and green frosting, 

often draped in Mardi Gras beads, and 

served repeatedly between January 6 

and Fat Tuesday (March 4 this year).  

The original coin or bean, inserted 

into the cake to represent the baby 

Jesus, morphed at some point into a 

ceramic-then plastic-baby. But the 

idea remains the same: If you happen 

to find the trinket in your slice of cake, 

it will be your turn to bring the cake 

to the party next year.  

In southeast Texas, where Louisi

ana traditions influence everything 

from cuisine and music to language, 

Rao's Bakery cranks out more than 

8,000 King Cakes every year, shipping 

them as far away as Ohio and North 

Dakota. Based in Beaumont, where 

the first Rao's opened in 1941, the bak

ery now has five locations, including 

stores in Nederland and northwest 

Houston. "We start baking King Cakes 

the last week of December," says Rao's 

Bakery owner Jake Tortorice, who 

grew up a few blocks from the origi

nal location on Calder Avenue. "We 

do about 100 a day in each of our bak

eries, because we gotta get a head start.  

Some people come in and buy 200 at a 

pop. We don't wholesale 'em, but a lot of 

salespeople bring King Cakes to new 

clients. They tell me that a lot of times, 

they can't get in to see the boss. But if 

they're bearing a King Cake, they're al

most guaranteed to get a minute." 

Packed in a box with a handful of 

RAO'S BAKERY 
has five locations in Beaumont, 

Nederland, and northwest Houston.  
The original location, which dates 
to 1941, is at 2596 Calder St. in 

Beaumont. See www.raosbakery.com.

START YOUR TEXAS 
VACATION BUCKET LIST 

IN CONROE, T XAS 

12. Lay down in a field 
of Springtime Texas Bluebonnets.  

CO RE March through May 

is the season for 

bluebonnets and here 

in Conroe the season 

often starts early.  

But there is so much 

more to see and do.  

Check out our website 

for the latest postings.  

Start planning CONIROE 
your tnp with our T E X A S 
Vacation Guide! 877-426-6763
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STAY MORE. EARN MORE.  
Earn 1,000 Best Western Rewards® Points For Each Night, Up To 4 Nights* 

Reward Yourself in Texas 
- Join Best Western Rewards, our FREE rewards program.  
- February 1 through December 31, 2014, members earn 

1,000 bonus points for every qualified night** they stay at a 
participating Best Western* hotel in Texas, for up to 4 nights! 

- After staying 4 qualified nights you will earn 4,000 points, that's more than 
half way towards awards such as a $25 retail gift card or a free night.  

"Visit bestwestemoi lexas.com/highways for complete tears and conditions. 4,000 point maximum per Best Western Rewards guest, 1,000 pots per qualified 
night up to 4 nights maximum. **A qualifiedd night" is defined as one night at a Best Western branded hotel in Texas at a rate efgible for earning pots 
or partner rewards through Best Western Rewards. All Best Western Rewards program rules apply. See bestwesternrewards.com for additional program 
terms For a list of most current properties, local attractrons, and events visit bestwesternTexas.com. Amenities vary by location Best Western and the 
Beft Westen marks are service marks ores need service marks of Best Western International, Inc. f2013 Best Western International, Inc. All rights 
reserood. Each Beef Wesferoi, brooded hetel it independently owned and operated.
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EAT 

MARDI GRAS 

celebrations in Texas at 

texashighways.com/eat.  

purple, green, and gold beads; a plas
tic baby; and a brief history of the King 
Cake tradition, Rao's King Cakes come 

in multiple flavors and two sizes. "This 

is our second year to offer our mini King 

Cake, which we call our Petite Lafitte.  

It's about six inches in diameter and 

good for a small party," says Jake.  

A party of one, perhaps. After all, it's 
no small pleasure to sink your teeth past 
the lurid and delicious icing-crunchy 
with bits of sugar-into the cake's 

flaky layers and gooey filling. I like the 

strawberry, but other varieties include 

blueberry, cinnamon, raspberry, and 
the new Voodoo King Cake-a com

bination of cream cheese, chocolate 
fudge, and coconut that Jake says is his 
current favorite. "Who can turn down 

chocolate?" he asks.  

Along with seasonal King Cakes, Rao's 

also produces a long list of other pas
tries and desserts, including tres leches 

cake and behemoths like the Dobashe, 
a six-layer confection enrobed with 

chocolate and covered with walnuts.  

Customers also come in for Italian des

serts like cannoli or tiramisu, gelato, cup
cakes, or for soups and salads-many 
with an Italian flair. "If you meet an 

Italian in the Golden Triangle, I bet you 
a dollar to a doughnut that they'll be 

Sicilian," Jake says. "I can tell you. I am 

100 percent Sicilian. In the early 1900s, 
you know, alot of Sicilians came through 
Ellis Island, but a lot also came through 
New Orleans and ended up here." 

In fact, Jake makes frequent visits to 

Italy to come up with fresh ideas for the 

Rao's menu, which now includes things 
like imported coffee, focaccia pizza, and 
sandwiches with Italian mortadella or 

Sicilian tuna. "When I bought Rao's 

in 1998, some people here had never 

heard of gelato. But now they come in 

for it special," he says. "But the truth is, 
we couldn't make it without our cakes." 

Because at Rao's, cakes are king. *
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Akita Bloody Mary 
SAVOR THE "BEST BLOODY MARY IN AMERICA" 
AT THE PATIO ON GUERRA IN McALLEN 
text by Eileen Mattei

ARTENDER LUIS MARTINEZ PLACES 
the ingredients for the Akita Bloody 

Mary on the black marble bar of The 

Patio on Guerra in McAllen, setting the 

stage for his version of edible art. His pal

ette includes cherry-size balls of wasabi; 

tiny white bowls of shavedginger, garlic

chili paste, soy and teriyaki sauce, and a 

mix of garlic powder, onion powder, and black pepper; plus large 

basil leaves, limes, and a pitcher of cold tomato juice. Here in 

McAllen, land of the margarita and the tequila-pink lemon

ade cocktail known as "Lorder buttermilk," Luis developed the

THE PATIO 
ON GUERRA 
s at 116 S. 17th tt. in 

McAllen. Call 956/ 
661-9100; www.  
patioonguerra.com.
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drink decreed by Absolut Vodka in 2011 

to be the "Best Bloody Mary" in Amer

ica. Lucky for me, Luis divulges his se

crets when my friends Jay and Elena 

Meade join me for lunch at the restaurant.  

The original pressed-tin ceiling and 

weathered brick arches behind the bar 

hint at the century-old building's his

tory. In 1908, three Guerra brothers

ancestors of a community-oriented 

family that still lives in the area today

opened a general store in the fledgling 

town of McAllen. Their 1912 tan brick 

store, one of the city's oldest commer

cial buildings and now home to one of 

the city's best restaurants, became the 

center of what was called Guerra Street.  

Still owned and operated by the Guerra 

family, The Patio on Guerra resembles 

a border hacienda, complete with fine 

dining inside or out on the cozy patio.  

Luis devised the Akita Mary as a 

drink "truly representative of South 

Texas," a multicultural locale. Saluting 

the popularity of sushi, he merged Val

ley and Japanese elements; the name is 

a nod to Japan's Akita region as well as 

the Spanish phrase aqui estd (here it is).  

Diners tend to enjoy watching him 

prepare craft cocktails, says Luis, who 

adapts all of his drinks to customers' 

tastes. "The Akita already has enough 

character and complexity, so customers 

can choose how spicy they want it. They 

are the ultimate judge. I don't say there 

is only one right way." 

Elena, who recalls a Wyoming bar 

that turned a Bloody Mary order into 

a macho showdown, has only one re

quest: "Don't kill my lips." She and Jay 

ask Luis to prepare the original recipe, 

while I request a milder version.  

Luis scoops a half ball of wasabi into a 

stainless-steel shaker for me and drops 

whole wasabi globes into shakers for 

Jay and Elena's drinks. He deftly adds 

ingredients, slapping the basil leaves 

to release the fragrant oils and care

fully measuring out the vodka, either 

Absolut or Texas-made Tito's. After 

working the shakers like maracas, he 

pours the rosy-hued concoctions into 

tall glasses rimmed with coarse salt

2T



DRINK 

and pepper, then garnishes them with 

generous slices of unpeeled cucumber, 
"a sushi thing." 

What performance art! I feel like ap
plauding. My first sips reveal a riot of 
flavors and a slow, subtle burn that tin

gles on my tongue without dulling my 
tastebuds or making my nose run. The 
Akita tastes both creamy and zesty.  

Yes, time to applaud.  

Elena assesses her drink: "I like the 

Japanese twist. It's spicy but not over
whelming. The cucumber goes well 

with it." 

Jay agrees, "There's a kick to it. Have 
this with sushi and you'd be in heaven." 

"Bartending doesn't end when you 
set the drink down," says Luis, who 
soon brings out three appetizers to ac

company our drinks. We devour a tapas 
plate of puffy, golden tacos filled with 

fajitas, avocado, and pico de gallo, then 

dig into something called South Texas 
Butter (the smoothest guacamole possi

ble), followed by ceviche accented with 

oregano and lime.  

I savor my drink all the way to the 

bottom, where I find tiny flavor bursts of 

ginger. Would a second Akita Mary be 
as delectable as the first? Blessed with a 

designated driver, I let Luis put together 

another ambrosial drink, which harmo

nizes with my lunch selection of ten

derloin milanesa with basil pesto and 

oven-roasted potatoes. The tender meat, 
dusted with panko breadcrumbs, was 
hand-cut from the same prime beef as 

The Patio's famous dinner steaks. Jay 
and Elena murmur happy sounds as 

they bite into barbecue tenderloin slid

ers with homemade potato chips.  
The traditional Bloody Mary has a 

reputation as a restorative drink, but 
the Akita Mary goes beyond that. Its fla

vors invigorate not only tastebuds, but 
conversation and friendship, all enjoyed 
in a building that speaks of history, cul

ture, and tradition. * 

FIND MORE ONLINE 
More on McAllen's entertainment 

district at texashighways.com/drink.
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NextWeekend GRANBURY

1886 OPERA HOUSE 
Fresh off( $a3.4 

'million renovation, 

the Granbury 

Opera House hosts 

productions by 
the Granbury 
Theatre Company.

in'U~

The 
DISTANCE to 
GRA BURY

///4

Fort Worth 
40 miles; 

45 minutes

Austin 
170 miles; 
3 hours

Houston 
275 miles; 
4.25 hours

Lubbock 
290 miles; 
4.5 hours

Van Horn 
460 miles; 
6.5 hours

N A STORMY NIGHT LAST MAY, A 
tornado packing winds of up to 200 
mph cut through the North Texas city 

of Granbury, destroying dozens of 

homes and killing six people. When 

that tragic news reached me the next 

day, I had no doubt that Granbury 

would recover and come back even 

stronger. I had traveled to Granbury for the first time the 
month before the tornado, and it had taken only one visit to 
grow fond of the place, its people, and its spirit.  

"The [tornado] recovery seems to be on track," says Gran

bury resident Todd Webster, a winemaker for Brennan Vine
yards in nearby Comanche. "The storm took its toll on every

one, but th2 community came together and helped those who 
needed help. We're all moving forward." 

Granbury, the Hood County seat, has a population of about

GRANBURY 
For infortration on 
visiting Granbury, 
cortact the Granbury 
Convention & Visitors 
Bureau a 800/ 
950-2212. -ww.  

g ranburytx.coni.

9,000 residents and sits 40 miles south

west of Fort Worth. When I arrived 

from the Hill Country, driving north 

on Texas 144, the road traversed col

orful spring ime pastures and grass

lands. By the time I pulled into Gran

bury's town square, I had seen so many 
historical markers on churches, govern

ment buildings, cemeteries, and private 

homes that I could already sense Gran

bury's historic depth.  

A prominent example of Granbury's 

historic attractions is the Hood County 

Museum, also known as the Old Jail 

Museum. Originally built in 1885, the 

jail operated just off the town square 
until 1978. Since I'd already read up
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on legends about Jesse James, Belle 

Starr, and other Wild West charac

ters who passed through Hood County, 

I figured the jail would be the best 

place to get the local take on such 

notorious outlaws, as well as other 

local history.  

"Jesse James is believed to have rid

den through the area and eventually 

came back and died here, but there is no 

record of him being arrested in Gran

bury," said Karen Nace, president of 

the Museum Committee, while show

ing me around the limestone-brick mu

seum. "There's a story that Bonnie and 

Clyde came through, but they didn't rob 

anybody. They paid for their gas and 

moved on down the road. Belle Starr ap

parently spent some time in the west

ern part of the county in an area now 

named Starr Hollow." 

Still, the jail fascinated me with its 

small accommodations and kitchen 

on the bottom floor, where sheriffs and 

their families lived, as well as copies of 

hand-written logbooks covering more 

than a century of arrests for such of

fenses as adultery, drunkenness, and 

"lunacy." Nace then led me upstairs 

to the jail cells, which look like metal 

cages, and the high-ceilinged gallows 

space, but she noted that no record ex

ists of a hanging taking place at the site.  

After touring the jail, I explored more 

of the Victorian-era town square and 

downtown, made up of buildings dat

ing to the 1800s that were constructed 

with locally quarried limestone. This 

includes the three-story Hood County 

Courthouse, built in 1890-1891 in the 

Second Empire architectural style.  

(Fortunately, the twister spared down

town and its historic structures.) 

By the time I pulled into 
the town square, I had seen 
so many historical markers 
on churches, government 
buildings, cemeteries, 
and private homes that 
I could already sense 
Granbury's historic depth.

SALMON SCULPTURE COMPETION EXHIBIT 
Sunken Garden 

SANG E LO 
Downhome Uptown Goodtimes Q 

www visitsanangelo.o g

Stark Museum of Art is a program of the Nelda C. and H.J. Lutcher Stark Foirdation. 02014 All Rights Reserved.
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NextWeekend GRANBURY

GRANBURY'S TEXAS 
INDEPENDENCE 
DAY CELEBRATION 
is March 1-2 with 

events at the down

town square, the 

Langdon Cultural 
and Educational 

Center, and Granbury 

City Beach. www.  

march2texas.com.

Strolling the sidewalk, I found plenty of modern-day must
stops, such as Paradise Bistro & Coffee for breakfast tacos, 
sandwiches, and other light entries; the Art of Chocolate 
and Wine Shoppe for more indulgent comestibles; and the 
aptly named Downtown Store for just about everything else.  
Stocked with toys, cookie cutters, kitchen supplies, drink 
coozies, jewelry, ceramics, T-shirts, greeting cards, and lots 
more, the shop pretty much lives up to its slogan: "Something 

for Everyone." 

Amid downtown's clothing boutiques, restaurants, and 
stores, the square also features the newly renovated Granbury 
Opera House. The two-year, $3.4-million renovation trans
formed the 1886 structure into the elegant new home of the 
Granbury Theatre Company with a redesigned lobby, new 
orchestra pit, and seating for more than 300. Completed in 
December, the makeover paved the way for the company's 
2014 season, which includes A Streetcar Named Desire and 
The Scarlet Pimpernel.  

I imagine that pairing a night at the opera-or a Broadway 

show-with dinner at the Eighteen Ninety Grille & Lounge 
will become a new Granbury tradition for both locals and

visitors. Located on the square, this ca

sual yet polished restaurant serves New 
American cuisine-blackened salmon 

with saffron rice, seared duck with chi

potle-raspberry sauce, and Angus beef 

ribeye that's been aged on the bone, for 

example-made with an abundance of 
Southwestern ingredients and served 
with Southern hospitality.  

From the town square, it's an easy 
two-and-a-half block stroll to the Inn 

on Lake Granbury, where I stayed dur

ing my visit. The boutique hotel features 

15 comfortable, individually appointed 

rooms, and the property's grounds shine 

with views of Lake Granbury, a swim

ming pool, and gorgeous landscaping.  
For an especially restful night, I recom

mend spending a few moments in the 

tree swing under the towering, lake

front live oak before hitting the sack.
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The 2011 

opening of 
Revolver 
Brewing was 
representative 
of the inde
pendence, 
self-reliance, 
and spirit I'd 
found nearly 
everywhere 
in Granbury.
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Granbury offers a range of diversions 

farther away from downtown. Depend

ing on the season, morning or afternoon 

activities could include strawberry and 

peach picking at Fall Creek Farms (about 

15 minutes southeast of downtown), 18 

holes at the public Hidden Oaks Golf 

Course, and Saturday wine-tastings at 

nearby Barking Rocks Winery. There's 

also the free Granbury City Beach, 
which the city built on the shore of Lake 

Granbury in 2008 when redeveloping 

its marina. White sand was trucked in 

from South Padre Island and a conces

sion stand opened for swimmers, boat

ers, anglers, and sun-worshipers.  

As a fan of craft beer, I particularly en

joyed my visit to Revolver Brewing.  

Rhett Keisler, who opened Revolver in 

2011 with his father, Ron Keisler, and 

master brewer Grant Wood, showed me 

around the brewery and explained that 

they chose Granbury for its proximity 

to Dallas-Fort Worth and for the supply 

of pristine water from the Lower Trin

ity Aquifer. "It was my dream to build 

a world-class brewery in the Texas 

countryside, and all the elements are 

right here for realizing that dream," 

Rhett said.  
Revolver throws family-friendly gath

erings every Saturday afternoon, draw

ing hundreds for beer tasting, live music, 

and games. It's a great opportunity to in

troduce newcomers to Revolver's lineup 

of full-flavored beers, including the top

selling Blood & Honey. The unfiltered 

wheat beer is made with blood orange 

zest and honey from North Texas, in

cluding from Fall Creek Farms. When 

I asked about Revolver's logo, Rhett 

Keisler told me that he chose the 1847 
Colt Walker handgun to be iconic of 

Texas and representative of the state's 

independence and self-reliance.  

For me, Keisler's dream of a world

class brewery in Granbury was rep

resentative of the independence, self

reliance, and spirit I'd found nearly 

everywhere in Granbury. That's why 

I knew the city would recover from 

last year's tornado, and it's why I know 

I will return. *

MATT CONNECTED 
WITH HIS BOARD, 
HIS MANAGERS 
AND HIS ALL STARS.  

CONNECT WITH MATT.

Biz-cation or vay-conference? 
Matt never loses touch 
with the VIPs in his life." 
Connect with Matt's 
executive staff at 
visitplano.com.  

0 Plano 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 

PEOPLE CONNECT HERE.  
1-800-81-plano visitplano.com 

p facebook.com/visitplano
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Welcome to the third 
installment of Texas Highways' Top 40 Travel 
Destinations list, a top-secret compendium of cities, 
towns, and noteworthy attractions suggested by our 
loyal readers in celebration of the magazine's 40th 
anniversary. The countdown will continue through 
December, when we'll reveal the most popular travel 
destination for 2014.  

For this month's selections, readers praised big
city fun in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex and 
showed us barbecue-driven enthusiasm for Lockhart, 
the Barbecue Capital of Texas. Others turned to 
nature, voting for Garner State Park and Possum 
Kingdom Lake, both popular spots for memory
making get-togethers with family and friends.

We like to think that our readers' diverse 
suggestions mirror the many and multifaceted ways 
to have fun in this great state, where there's a place 
for almost any interest-from pit-barbecued brisket 
to internationally renowned museums. And there's 
always something new to discover. Take the note 
from Lockhart resident Rob Miller, who wrote, 
"Lockhart has amazing barbecue, friendly people, 
and the best shifter kart street race in North America." 
We knew about the barbecue, but shifter karts? 
Turns out that the third annual Lone Star Grand 
Prix takes place in Lockhart March 1-2 and that 
racers reach speeds of nearly 100 miles per hour on 
a track that circles the 1894 courthouse. Ladies and 
gentlemen, start your engines! %
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.g a t the F s;o Worth Conventio 
& Visitors Bureau, 800/433-574 

www.fortworth.com 
Contact the Dallas Conventio 

& Visitors Bureau, 800/232-552 
www.visitdallas.com

DA LL AS/ 
_FORT WORTH 

Like fraternal twins with different personalities, 
the North Texas cities of Dallas and Fort Worth
roughly 30 miles apart by car or train-offer 
almost everything a traveler could want in an 
urban vacation, from outdoors adventures to art, 
history, fine dining, nightlife, and museums.  
In Fort Worth, you can be among the first to 
experience the new Renzo Piano Pavilion of the 
Kimbell Art Museum; in Dallas, fresh offerings 
include the reopening of the iconic Reunion Tower 
observation deck (470 feet above the ground) 
and the new, eight-acre Rory Meyers Children's 
Adventure Garden at the Dallas Arboretum. In 
the DFW Metroplex, the only constant is change.  

DFW M ARCHITECTURE 

'IND HISTORY."-SCOTT CHASE. OAK CLIFF 

On 

7. "FORT WORTH FOR ITS GARDENS, ART. FOOD, 

m. HISTORY.,AND OVERALL BEAUTIFUL CITY." 

n -JERRY R. JONES. FORT WORTH 

7: 
n.

PHOTOS (from left): Kevin Stillman; @ Robert Hart

More From 

Our Countdown...
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MORE INFO 
Contact Garner State 
Park. 830/232-6132; 

wwwtpwd. state.txs  
state-parks/garner.

''> \\xKQ<

POSSUM 
KINGDOM LAKE

MORE INFO 
Contact the POssUm 

Kingdom Chamber of 
Commerce. 940/779

2424 or888/779433; 
www.possumkingdom 
lake.com. More on the 

state park at wwvtpwd.  
state.tx.usjstate-parks/ 

possum-kingdom.

Some 90 miles west of Fort Worth, 
Possum Kingdom Lake sparkles along 
the upper reaches of the Brazos River.  
The 17,000-acre lake entices anglers, 
boaters, swimmers, skiers, and scuba 
divers-and the hilly surrounds draw 
campers, picnickers, and wildlife
watchers, along with hikers and bikers, 
who can trek 16 miles of scenic trails.  
Pick the popular Peninsula area, with 
stores, restaurants, rental cabins, and 
a go-kart track, or plan a stay at the 
namesake state park.

0O
MORE INFO 

Contact the Lockhart 
Chamber of Commerce 

512/398-2818; www.  
ockhartcharnber.corr.

LOCKHART 
Named by the 76th Texas 
Legislature in 1999 as the Barbecue 
Capital of Texas, the Central Texas 
town of Lockhart lives up to the 
honor with some of the best-regarded 
'cue joints in the state. Visitors also 
head to Lockhart to tour the restored 
Caldwell County Courthouse, to 
play golf or swim at Lockhart State 
Park, or to shop for antiques or 
cowboy hats. A sign posted on the 
porch of Manny Gammage's Texas 
Hatters, which dates to 1928, says it 
all: "There's no place like this place, 
anywhere near this place, so this 
must be the place."

'POSSUM KINGDOM LAKE! THE MOST BEAUTIFUL LAKE 

IN TEXAS! MY FAMILY HAS MADE WONDERFUL MEMORIES 

OVER THE YEARS!" -- ANvERDIoRAFORD

-g
"LOCKHART, BECAUSE OF ITS FINE ARCHITECTURE, 

BEAUTIFUL COURTHOUSE, AND OF COURSE ITS 

FANTASTIC BARBECUE." -CARL M. CISNEROS, LOCKHART 

PHOTOS (from top): Laurence Parent; Kevin Stillman; Kenny Braun

One of Texas' most popular parks, 
Garner State Park enchants visitors 
with its dramatic scenery on the 
southwestern edge of the Edwards 
Plateau-high mesas, steep canyons, 
and hilltop vistas. And let's not 
forget the spring-fed Frio River, an 
irresistible resource for swimming, 
tubing, and kayaking. Garner 
devotees have developed an entire 
subculture around their annual 
campouts, drawing together 
generations of families and friends.  
They're definitely on to something.  

AND STILL NOT TIRED OF IT YE

1 11
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IN FORT WORTH, SAVVY PLANNERS, 
designers, engineers, and others have stitched 
together new development, reinvented neigh
borhoods, and a refurbished city core into 
an architectural fabric that stretches back 
more than a century.  

Indeed, I recently visited Fort Worth to 
experience the new-particularly the re
vitalized Sundance Square Plaza and the 
highly anticipated Renzo Piano Pavilion at 
the Kimbell Art Museum-but ended up 
discovering so much more. Fortified with 
lunch (short ribs and a glass of Pedernales 
Cellars viognier from Stonewall) at the 
snazzy new Little Red Wasp, I set out on 
foot for Sundance Square, a loosely defined, 

35-square-block area smack in the middle 
of downtown.

HIP TO BE SQUARE 
In downtown Fort 
Worth's spiffed-up 
Sundance Square.  
shops, restaurants.  
and sightseeing 
destinations 
abound, and the 
new Sundance 
Square Plaza: 
offers an outdoors 
vantage pointfor 
taking it all in.

"We are not interested in drawing a 
border for Sundance Square," Johnny 
Campbell, president of Sundance Square, 
told me later. "But we are interested in 
being a catalyst for downtown." I asked 
him about the name Sundance Square, 
and that was a bit easier to nail down.  
Turns out that the Sundance Kid (legend
ary outlaw Harry Alonzo Longabaugh) is 
said to have hung out in the saloons that 
enlivened these city streets during the 
late 19th Century. He allegedly got him
self arrested here, although Campbell 
and everyone I ask stumble over exactly where, and for which of his many crimes.  
Today, the Sundance Kid might be surprise:- that his brand of Western lifestyle 
has been supplanted by shopping, concert-going, dining, and Saturday strolling for 
young families. He might dine at some of the restaurants here offering lusty menu 
choices for meat-eaters (Del Frisco's Grille, Mercury Chop House, and Riscky's Bar
becue are within earshot of each other), bu- I'm doubtful he would belly up -c the 
sleek bar at GRACE and order from the craft cocktail list. As for me, I put that tempt
ing notion on ice until later.  

My afternoon agenda starts in the spacious, brick-lined Sundance Square Plaza, 
where I'm greeted by a larger-than-life Longhorn mural painted a few decades ago 
by New York artist Richard Haas. The mural, which decorates one side of the 1902

40 texashighways.com I MARCH 2014
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Jett Building, pays homage to the historic Chisholm Trail; in 

the 1870s cowboys drovc herds along this route from Texas to 

railroads in Kansas. They stopped in Fort Worth to load up 

on provisions and, with the herds corralled in the stockyards 

north of downtown, spent part of their pay on booze and broth

els. Looking around, I find more reminders of their legacy in 

the Jett Building's neon cowboy sign for radio station 95.9

FM The Ranch; at Leddy's Ranch at Sundance, where wan

nabe cowboys can gear up with boots and other Western wear; 

and at the compact Sid Richardson Museum, which features 

works by Frederic Remington, Charles Russell, and other

GOTTA HAVE A HAT 
At this Fort Worth 
location since 

1933, Peters Bros.  
Hats has outfitted 
presidents. celeb
rities, and regular 
folks alike.  
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RENEW AND 
REPURPOSE 
The 1928 
Montgomery Ward 
building now houses 
restaurants, shops, 

and condominiums.  
Red Goose Saloon, 
once a children's 
shoe store, now 
offers live music 
and cold drinks.  

[if i

artists who depicted the American West when it was wild.  
Sundance Square Plaza-now wired for sound, lighting, 

and live performance of many kinds-has a permanent stage 
attached to the new Art Deco-style Westbrook office building, 
but it's so cleverly tucked into the streetscape you'd swear it 
had been here all along. With no singers, dancers, or actors 
on the immediate entertainment schedule, I note Scat Jazz 
Lounge, down a nearby alley, as a late-night possibility. For 
now, the visual aesthetics have my attention: Four giant um
brellas, technologically weather-sensitive and adjustable in 
both color and position to protect against sun or rain, also func
tion as public sculpture. Opposite, a water feature with more 
than 200 vertical jets can be programmed for various patterns 
and lighting schemes, a welcome run-through on hot days.  

All this splashy newness blends 

ever so gently with previous-era 

pedestrian-scaled storefronts

some reborn with total makeovers 

and a few carrying on as they have 

in decades past. Pleased that Fort 

Worth is both a little different and 
a model of sorts, Campbell says,

2 .

"Other urban planners come here and are surprised to see 
what we've done." 

And haven't done: Low-rise buildings characterized the 
streetscape in the 1800s, and still do today. How refreshing 
that what goes around, comes back around (if slyly some
times)-such as the Red Goose Saloon, once the home of 
Red Goose children's shoes, still sporting a neon "Juvenile 
Shoe Store" sign out front. The turre-s and fancy brick
work adorning the 1901 Knights of Pythias Castle Hall, 
now home to Haltom's Jewelers, gleam like they did more 

than a century ago. (A tip: Look for the armored knight 
peering from the fourth-floor attic window.) An- then

MAKING A SPLASH 
A Longhorn mural 

pays homage to 

the Chisholm 
Trail at Sundance 

Square PlaZa.  
Several water 

features here cre
ate visual texture 
and a place to 
cool off during 
warm weather.
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some businesses haven't changed at all-notably Peters Bros.  

Hats, where the fifth-generation owners will fit you with a cus

tom-made, beaver-fur cowboy hat.  

Nearby. Montgomery Ward's 1928 Mission Revival-style 

building-once the largest building in Texas-now anchors 

the West 7th District, a shopping, dining, and residential cor

ridor between downtown and the Cultural District. With a 

name change to Montgomery Plaza, the building's transfor

mation sparked a parade of restaurants, shops, entertainment 

venues, and rondos.  

The street verve of the compact West 7th District invites 

walking anc biking (and there's a new Bike Share program

for the later, though on this day I drive the half-mile or so to 

the Cultural District, where I spend the day museum hopping.  

Critics and art-lovers tend to admire Fort Worth's three 

major art museums as much for their architecture, all by 

high-profile architects, as for the artworks they house. Philip 

~ohnson designed the Amon Carter Museum of American 

Art, calling it the building of his career; Tadao Ando, the Mod
ern Art Mus:urn of Fort Worth (one of his few designs in the 

United States); and Louis Kahn, the Kimbell Art Museum 

(generally considered to have the finest light of any museum 

anywhere for viewing art).  

Before Renzo P-ano's new building at the Kimbell, the
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museum had run out of space to show much of its permanent collEetion while host
ing special exhibitions. Piano's new building provides that needed space and more.  
Altogether, the Piano Pavilion's three spacious galleries provide more than 16,000 
square feet of additional space for viewing art, plus classrooms, meeting spaces, and 
a concert hall with almost 300 bright red seats.  

Everyone involved in the process-from the Kimbell's board and staff to Renzo 
Piano and his team of designers, engineers, and builders-had extraordinary rever
ence and respect for the original Kahn building. What they made together-65 feet 
opposite the Kahn, across a great, green lawta-is a building that converses with it.  
The Piano Pavilion orients-or reorients-visitors to the front entrance of the Kahn.  
For years, because of proximity to parking, the back door had become the main en
trance, and many visitors never saw the reflecting poels, heard the soothing cascade 
of water, or walked through the grove of trees at the frcnt as Kahn intended. Now 
that visitors can park underground, staircases lead directly to the midst of all that.

44 rexashighwcjs.com I MARCH 2014

KIMBELL'S 
PIANO PAVILION 
Architect fenzo 
Piano's new 
building at the 
Kimbell Art 
Museum allows 
the museum to 

display its per
Inanent collection 
while hosting 
touring shows.  

PHOTOS: Michael Lyon

p
U I I

IC

- U

I

UPCOMING 
FORT WORTH 
ART EXHIBITS 
at texshighways.  

com/webextra.



I

44 

'p 

"4

'N N -~ 

\N~~ NKxNQ

In fact, on opening day this past November, Piano said plainly, "The 

Kahn Building is one of the buildings I like most in my life." 

Off I go to see the results of this collaboration with Onur Teke, a 

member of the Piano team who was on site as the smooth, blue-gray 

concrete walls were poured, the 100-foot Douglas fir ceiling beams in

stalled, and the oak floor laid. We walk through the Asian collection

mostly sculpture and precious pottery-installed in its new home. We 

pause at the four 18th-Century paintings depicting Roman mythology 

by Frangois Boucher, now hung side-by-side, an orientation not possi

ble previously due to space constraints. As I look around in wonder, 

Teke doesn't need to point out the advantageous use of glass through

out: Transparent walls and roof panels allow filtered natural light to 

illuminate the art and the building itself but also tie them to the out

doors. And a sidewalk in front of the low-slung building invitingly 

connects to streets on either side of the campus.  

Later, I walk to the Modern Art Museum and loop through a travel

ing exhibit of works from Mexico City before a fabulous quick lunch 

at the museum's Cafe Modern, which overlooks the museum's reflect

ing pond. Then it's up the hill to the Amon Carter. Before going in to 

view a show of 1930s Texas Regionalism (here through April), I turn 

to face a vista of downtown Fort Worth. And I think about the words 

of architect Renzo Piano himself: "Art makes people better people. A 

building for art makes a city a better place to live." * 

Writer Margaret Shakespeare lies in New York and travels often to 

report on design and cultre fJod and oine. wildlife. and wild places.  
Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist Robert Hart owns a custom 
Peters Bros. hat that he calls his "pride and joy."

SIDE-BY-SIDE 

paintings by Frangois 
Boucher's (left) now 

hang side-by-side.

NE 

\;-

ESSENTIALS 

FORT WORTH 
For general information about Fort 

Worth, including accommodations, 
restaurants, attractions, and neighbor

hoods such as the West 7th District, 
the Fort Worth Cultural District, and 

the Stockyards National Historic District, 
visit the website of the Fort Worth 

Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
www.fortworth.com, or call 800/433-5747.  

Find details about Sundance Square at 

www.sundancesquare.com.  

The Kimbell Art Museum debuted 

its new Renzo Piano Pavilion in Novem

ber. See www.kimbellart.org, or call 

817/332-8451.  
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THE CARE AND COMMITMENT OF SIX GENERATIONS OF ONE FAMILY AT HILLINGDON RANCH
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An excerptfrcn Hillingdon Ranch: 
Four Seasons, Six Generations 

Text by 
Lorie Woodward Cantu and 

David K. Langford 

Photographs by David K. Langford
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We both grew up on ranches, 
separated by time and distance, but bound by com
mon experience. Life on the land teaches you many 
lessons, including that behind every ranch gate, 
there's a story to be told. In Hillingdon Ranch: Four 
Seasons, Six Generations, we tell the story of the Giles 
family. It's a story of history, family, adversity, and tri
umph; of perseverance, ingenuity, and the ability to 
change with the times.  

Today, adapting to the times means the Gileses 
have incorporated ecotourism into their operation. It 
diversifies their income stream and gives their neigh
bors a chance to experience Texas' legendary 
wide-open spaces firsthand. The Gileses and 
their kin offer hunting, nature and livestock 
seminars, photography workshops, B&B ex
periences, and mountain bike trails.  

The Gileses' experience reflects that of thou
sands of other ranching families across Texas.  

en 
By opening their gates, ranches not only help 13 
keep their land intact, but also share outdoor ex- c 
periences with their fellow Texans, creating a c 
deeper appreciation for the value of open space. ic 

Of course, ranches produce food, fiber, and re 
shelter for society, but more importantly, they A 
provide functioning ecological systems that ra 

H 
capture and clean our water, produce and pu- E 

rify our air, and give wildlife a place to live. As an 
goes the land, so goes our future in Texas. hil 

- Lorie Woodward Cantu and David K. Langford

[ILLINGDON 
ANCH 

ncompasses abort 

,000 acres n Kendal 

ounty between 

omfort and Freder

ksburg. Founded by 

nowned architec: 

lfred Giles in 1885, the 

nch was named afte

illingdon, Middlesex, 

gland, the Gileses' 

cestral home. www.  

lingdonran:h.com.
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FOR THE LOVE OF THE LAND 
Previous pae. obin Giles plow.s lnthqin and iddin 

fields near the ranch headquarters on a snier even 
Above. a cattle herd follows a feed truck to a hay barn.

m r 

rr 

?fr? 

g IEx xsrpte-iant adapted fronithe book Hiiinsg'ion Ranch: Four Seasons, Six Generotions.  
www.hillin~den ranchbook.com. Published by Texas A&M University Press, 2013, as 
per: cf the Con servation Leadersbep Series sponsored by The Meadows Center for Water 

and the Environment, Texas State Univers-.ty. www tamupress corn 800/826-8S1i.
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bubbling springs, crystalline 
creeks, and the blue-green Guadalupe River 
have drawn people to the hills of present-day 
Kendall County since prehistoric times.  
Where there is water there is life.  

In the mid-1880s, Alfred Giles founded 
Hillingdon Ranch near Comfort, attracted 
by the presence of easily accessible water in 
Block and Flat Rock creeks and the oppor
tunity to carve a living from the land. Since 
that time, Giles's descendants have been 

doing what ranchers do. They have been transforming the sun's energy stored 
in plants into beef, lamb, cabrito, wool, and mohair. They have been taking care 
of the soil and managing the grazing, so a wide variety of plants continue to 
thrive. By creating a mosaic of diverse native plants, the family has ensured 
that most of the original 13,000 acres remains home to deer, turkeys, birds, 
bees, and butterflies, as well as livestock.  

While it may not be obvious to the casual observer, the family's land stew
ardship efforts have kept the water flowing. The vegetation that sustains the 
wildlife and the livestock is an integral part of the water cycle. The quilt-like 
mosaic of grass, forbs, shrubs, and trees catches the rain that falls, slowing it 
down so that it seeps into the underlying aquifers instead of rushing headlong 
down the steep rocky hillsides, eroding the precious topsoil and clogging 
nearby creeks and springs. The water that reaches both Block Creek 
and Flat Rock Creek, the largest of the ranch's many creeks, streams, 
and springs, is clear and clean as the watercourses make their way to 
the Guadalupe River and eventually Matagorda Bay, winter home of 
the whooping crane. Downstream users turn on their taps completely 
unaware that the efforts of their upstream neighbors ensure that water 
flows forth when the spouts are opened.  

While the family's committed stewardship is impressive, it is not nec
essarily unique. It is a process that is being repeated by conscientious 
land stewards across our state and nation.  

What makes the Gileses' contribution extraordinary is that they have 
been doing this for six generations, keeping their original home place in 
agricultural and ecological production since 1885. It has not been easy.  
As generation after generation has passed its legacy to the next, hold
ings have gotten smaller and more family members share a stake in the 
ranch. Today, a couple of dozen family members own pieces, ranging in 
size from 10 acres to several hundred acres. To put this in clear perspective, 
almost every pasture in the ranch is owned by a different family member. The 
operation is not held together by incorporation papers, but by a deep-seated 
bond to this place that family members consider home, whether they actually 
live on the ranch or not.  

As a child, Alfred Giles fell in love with the green hills and black cattle of 
Scotland, where he and his English-born parents, Thomas and Sophie Giles, 
vacationed. At the time, no one, least of all little Alfred, realized how this cher
ished memory would shape his life.  

In 1875, Alfred came to Texas as a young adult after a bout of rheumatic 
fever, hoping the climate would help him regain his strength. At the time, 
Texas was a rugged but burgeoning frontier, crackling with the promise of its 
potential. As a gifted architect, the Englishman, who settled in San Antonio,

"4

CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
Aane whit -tailed deer i the 

ba f ulCha Creek on a sunier 

morning; a tiger sIalloltailfeasts 

a a xincan biikey blowns; and 

aj uveni lesser goldfinch enjoys a 
cool bath as a hot sanmmer n day.
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West Texas, and far south into Mexico, where he main
tained a branch office in Monterrey.  

Initially, the ranch was an investment and a getaway.  
Each time a new menace emerged, such as a rash of 

lawlessness or an outbreak of a deadly disease, the 
family wauld pack up and literally head for the hills
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THE COWBOY WAY 
trcu Gilesfiles a horse's ho f 

at Hilllingdon Ranch. Grant 

manages the ratch alo y wit 

his wife Misty.father Robin.  
and another Carol.

to escape the danger. In fact, it was the threat of a cholera epidemic that con

vinced Alfred to make the ranch the family's permanent home.  

Despite the demands of his career and her family duties, or perhaps because 

of them, both Alfred ar his wife, Annie Laura, were in tune with the natural 

world. They chronicle- their observa-ions of nature and life on the ranch in 

a journal, allocating a great deal of space to rainfall, drought, and the status 

of springs and creeks. occause of their impact on everyday life, and shared 

their love of their Hill Country home with their children. Annie Laura was 

also a writer and a teacher. Because of the remoteness of Hillingdon, she bore 

the responsibility for homes rhooling the children, and it is likely that natural 

history was as big a part o the curriculum as it was of their lives.
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he world has changed-and is changing. And yet gen

eration after generation of Alfred Giles's descendants 

have kept Hillingdon Ranch intact, standing strong 

against the forces that have divided other historic 

ranches. Knowing that Texas is losing agricultural land 

faster than any other state, even a casual observer has to 

ask, "What has prompted this family to hang on to the 

land, when so many others have turned loose?" 

The answer is that the family is standing on common ground when it 

comes not only to the land, but also to shared experiences. Since the days 

of Alfred Giles, summer on Hillingdon Ranch has been the event that has 

planted each generation's feet squarely on family ground.  

While Robin Giles, grandson of Alfred Giles; his wife, Carol; their 28-year

old son, Grant; and Grant's wife, Misty, shoulder the day-to-day duties of 

managing Hillingdon, the extended family bears the long-term responsibili

ties of keeping the ranch in production. This relationship between hands-on 

managers and family landowners has hung in carefully calibrated balance 

for five generations. It remains to be seen what will happen in the sixth.  

For obvious reasons, the family is deeply interested in the ranch's next 

chapter, but the concern should not be theirs alone. As goes the ranch, so 

goes the water. And where there is water there is life, inside the fence lines

and beyond.  

While it is easy to imagine that rural Texans and urban Texans are sepa

rated by insurmountable barriers of concrete and experience, it is not true.  

We stand on common ground. As humans, we all need the same things: 

healthy food, durable clothing, protective shelter, clean water, and produc

tive open spaces that are not only home to our essential natural resources 

and processes, but also provide beautiful, natural settings that restore our 

collective spirits.  

As historical and recent droughts have proven, water is our most precious 

resource. Too often it is in short supply. But our open spaces, like Hillingdon 

Ranch, offer the promise of commonsense solutions. As former President 

Lyndon Baines Johnson, a native of the Texas Hill Country who grew up 

about 30 miles from Hillingdon Ranch, noted, "Saving the water and the soil 

must start where the first raindrop falls." 

While land stewards like the Gileses cannot make more rain, their efforts 

can make more out of what we have. Well-managed land is the greatest water 

supply enhancement tool on the planet. With adequate and appropriate veg

etative cover, land is nature's sponge. In Texas, open space covers almost 150 

million acres. When the objective is making the most of every drop that falls 

from the sky, a sponge of this magnitude and the landowners who keep it 

functional are essential to our way of life, no matter where we live. Whether 

our roots are planted in the soil or our foundations are built on concrete, we 

must come to understand that as the land goes, so goes the water-and life 

as we know it. By building on this shared understanding, we can manage 

our natural resources so that our future is both bright and sustainable. * 

Lorie Woodward Cantufi gre up on herfam fly's Central Texas ranch and non.  

lives in San Angelo. where she is president of Wod ard GaCmunications.  

David K. Lanford, great-grandson of Alfred Giles, lives an the Laurels Ranch 

section of the Hillingdonfaimily land. He owns Western Photography Company 
and is aforier exeeutive vice president of the Texas Wildlife Association.

VISITING 
THE RANCH 

ocated east of US 87 between 

Fredericksburg and Comfort, 
Hillingdon Ranch covers some of 

the Hill Country's most scenic territory.  

The ranch, which is primarily a livestock 

operation, has been subdivided over the 

generations, but owners of different portions 

of the historic property offer various oppor

tunities for public access.  

The Giles family, which manages the ranch, 
hosts public-outreach visits for organized 

groups. Past visitors have included schools, 
naturalists, and chambers of commerce. To 

inquire about scheduling a visit, contact the 

ranch at gileslivestock@hotmail.com.  

Flat Rock Ranch, about five miles north

east of Comfort, offers 27 miles of single-track 

mountain biking trails, camping, and a rental 

cabin. Single-day riding passes cost $7, or $10 

with camping. The ranch allows trail runners, 

but hiking and dogs are prohibited. For more 

information, call Jimmy Dreiss at 210/213

3006, or visit www.flatrockranch.net.  

Block Creek Natural Area, about 12 miles 

north of Comfort, is open to the public for 

access fees that start at $115. Most of its 

patrons are birders or photographers. In

dividuals can visit the property, or they can 

join one of the photography workshops led 

by various professional photographers.  

Block Creek Natural Area is also home to 

Block Creek B&B, a secluded getaway set in 

an 1890 structure that has been updated and 

enlarged. For more information, call 830/ 

995-4174, www.blockcreeknaturalarea.com, 

www.blockcreekbb.com.
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NEARLY EXTERMINATED IN THE 1800S, 
THESE MAJESTIC CREATURES ARE 

MAKING A COMEBACK ON THE RANGES 
AND RANCHES OF TEXAS.
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Bison graze just beyond 
the main road as we enter Caprock Canyons State Park northeast of 

Lubbock. They loom large, dark, and shaggy against the tawny open 

range on a late-September afternoon. It loeks like a scene out of the 

Old West.  
"There they are!" I exclaim with childlike excitement. It's the first 

time I've seen the state's official bison herd since the animals were 

released to the public area of the park two years ago. One of the cows 

gave birth unusually late and a fuzzy brown calf lies down beside its 

mother as she nibbles on some grass.  

My husband, Dan, brings our truck to a stop, and we watch the 

graceful creatures with their soulful eyes. Mothers with calves can 

be especially defensive of their young, and -glls are often protective of 

their cows, so park rangers warn visitors not to approach wild bison.  

We get the message and stay in the truck. The bison herd ignores 

us, reminding us that we are here on their territory to simply observe 

the last known descendants of the great Southern Plains bison. After 

all, they almost disappeared forever.
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Bison have roamed North America for more than 25,000 
years, providing food, shelter, and clothing for Native Amer
icans. (Bison popularly are called "buffalo," but that's inaccu
rate because American bison only live in North America and 
buffalo species also live in Africa and Asia.) The first written 
reports about bison in what is now Texas came from Spanish 
explorer Alvar Nnez Cabeza de Vaca as he journeyed from 
Florida to Mexico between 1528 and 1536. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service estimates that in the 1500s about 30 to 60 
million bison lived in North America. Trails of bison could 
spread several miles wide.  

What historians describe as the "great slaughter" of bison 
took place in the early 1870s. Tanning bison hides became 
a profitable business and bison bones were used in refining 

sugar. Tens of millions of bison were slaughtered, nearly ex
terminating the species. In the late 1870s, Mary Ann Good
night, the wife of rancher Charles Goodnight of the famed JA 
Ranch at Palo Duro Canyon south of Amarillo, grew so con
cerned about the bison's plight that she urged her husband to 
save some of the creatures. He did, trapping enough of them in 

the canyons to form a small herd of Southern Plains bison, one 
of the five foundation herds in the United States 

that allowed the bison population to survive.  

For more than 100 years, descendants of the 
original Goodnight herd roamed the sprawling bh 
ranch. In the 1990s the state began a quest to beso 
take over the herd and finally protect the bison. bec 
The ranch donated the herd to the state, and used 
they were moved to Caprock Canyons State slau 
Park in 1997. In September 2011, 80 bison were 

released into their new range. Now they wan

der over 1,000 acres of the 15,000-acre park. "These are the 

genetic descendants of the animals that lived in the canyons 

of the escarpment," says Donald Beard, superintendent of the 
state park. "It's an amazing thing ... these represent what the 
bison on the Southern Plains would have looked like." 

The story of the Southern Plains bison's comeback from the 
brink of extinction stretches from Texas to Wyoming. By 1902, 
the bison at Yellowstone National Park had been decimated by 
poachers-down to about two dozen animals. To help replen

ish the Yellowstone herd, Goodnight sent some of his bison to 
Yellowstone. "The Goodnight herd is partly responsible for 

bringing bison back to Yellowstone," Beard explains.  

Then descendants of the Yellowstone herd in turn helped 

save the Southern Plains bison in Texas, which over the years 
had become threatened by inbreeding. Calves were not sur
viving because the herd lacked genetic diversity, Beard recalls.  

Fortunately, billionaire Ted Turner, founder of the 
CNN communications empire and owner of the world's

largest private bison herd (Turner Enterprises manages about 

55,000 bison across several ranches), had acquired some an
imals that also were descendants of the Yellowstone herd.  
In 2005 he donated three bulls to Texas, and the calves they 
helped produce have diversified that group.  

The herd at Caprock Canyons State Park now numbers 90, 
with a better ratio between males and females, Beard says, 
adding, "Our long-term plans for the park are to raise enough 
animals to put them into the whole park-200 to 300 bison." 
Once that happens, the park plans to share bison and place 
herds around other state parks, "so we don't have all our eggs 
in one basket in case disease were to strike," Beard says.  

After our first glimpse of the herd, Dan and I head to our 

campsite to pitch our dome tent. The wind kicks up as a storm 
approaches. After the sun sinks behind the ridges, the stars 
blink on and lightning flashes to the north. The storm blows 
in around midnight and rain pounds the tent. By morning, the 

temperature drops into the 50s, and I shimmy down into my 
sleeping bag, wrapped like a mummy.  

After dawn, we crawl out of our tent into the early light and 

begin setting up our Coleman stove to cook breakfast. A man 

at historians describe as the "great slaughter" of 
n took place in the early 1870s. Tanning bison hides 
me a profitable business and bison bones were 
in refining sugar. Tens of millions of bison were 

ghtered, nearly exterminating the species.  

wearing a fuzzy brown hat with horns runs by us on the road 
in front of our campsite. Then another. And another.  

I do a double-take. Who are these folks who look like Vi

kings wearing T-shirts and running shoes? Then I remem
ber they are participants in the Buffalo Stampede, a 5K and 

1K run through the park that raises money for the bison herd 
as part of the area's annual Bison Festival. The third annual 
festival will be held again this year on the third weekend of 

September.  

Bison, after all, draw tourists. Beard notes that before the 
herd was restored at Caprock Canyons, the state park at

tracted about 38,000 visitors a year. After the bison herd was 

Previous spread: Part of the state's official herd, 

Jobison roa the range at Caprock Canyons State Park.  
Right: A stall herd of bison reside at Fossil Rim Wildlife 
Center near Glen Rose. See the herd from the parking lot 

before departing on a self-guided dri'inq tour of the park.

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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Ah'ove. Bra alo Gap Historic Village displays a range of West

ern artiActs. Right, Haden Swagerr y andfellowi living history 
reenactors set up a replica bison-hunting camp at the a nntal 

Frontier Days, held at Caproc Canyons State Park in Ocober.

made available to the public, the numbers shot up to 68,000.  

We take a spectacular hike past red-rock canyon walls 

striped with gypsum and sunflowers reaching for the blue 

sky. Afterward, we hop in the truck and drive five minutes 

to Quitaque. Bison Festival headquarters. The fest unfolds on 

the grounds of the local coton gin, where the stage awaits the 

band Asleep at the Wheel and other musical acts. We grab a 

barbe cue sandwich-beef. not bison-and stroll around to see 

the bison-related wares at vendor booths.  

Soft gloves draw us to a table set up by Buf

falo Gold Pramium Fibers, a retail operation in Now 
the town of Goodnight, between Amarillo and its C0, 
Clarendon. In 2012 Buffalo Gold, which makes hu 
a line of gloves, hats, rugs, blankets, and other .  
items from bison down (the insulating under

coat), relocated its "Herd Wear" retail opera

tion-and bison herd-from Burleson to part 

of he former Goodnight Eu-falo Ranch.  

'he ranch headquarters and Goodnight's residence, built 

in 1886, have ieen restored, and visitors can now see Buf

falo Gold's biscn herd-four cows, plus five on loan from Cap

rock Canyons State Park and seven calves-grazing on 20 

acres. Buffalo Gold founder Cecil Miskin says he's drawn to 

bison because of their maesty and "calmness"-blasting the 

myth that bison are notorious roaming fence-busters with

aggressive personalities. "They don't run away, so people can 

wat:h them," Miskin says. "There's kind of an interaction be

tween humans and bison. We're all so instant these days. You 

can just sit and watch bison over a period of time." 

The Texas Bison Association also sets up a booth at the fes

tival, and we spot a familiar face-Ronnie Wenzel, who owns 

a bison ranch in Hamilton County. His son, Kent, sells bison 

meat in Hamilton at Wenzel LoneStar Meat Company, on the 

adays Buffalo Gap is best known to visitors for 
historic village, a sprawling outdoor museum that 
es a collection of structures from around the area, 
ding a church, schoolhouse, and blacksmith shop; 
the popular Perini Ranch Steakhouse.  

square. Beard, who also serves on the TBA board and raises 

bison himself, says ranchers who raise bison and sell the meat 

with sustainable business practices have been instrumental in 

helping conserve the animals and increasing their numbers.  

"It's a huge factor," Beard says. "About go percent of the 

biscn alive today are in private hands." Researchers are look

ing at the state of bison and the role of ranch management,
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ESSENTIALS 

BISON IN TEXAS
Caprock Canyons State Park is on FM 1065, 3.5 miles north 

of Texas 86 in Quitaque. Call 806/455-1492; 

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/state-parks/caprock-canyons.  

Charles Goodnight Historical Center, 4901 CR 25 in 

Goodnight. Call 806/944-5591; www.armstrongcountymuseum.  

com/goodnight-historical-center.html.  

Stay tuned for details on the 2014 Bison Festival, held in 

September, at http://quitaque.org.  

Buffalo Gold Premium Fibers, 2000 US 287, Goodnight.  

Call 915/247-6601; http://BuffaloGold.net.  

The Texas Bison Association holds bison workshops and 

conferences and provides information about bison history and 

raising bison; www.texasbison.org.  

Wenzel LoneStar Meat Co. is at 209 N. Bell in Hamilton.  

Call 254/386-8242; http://wenzellonestarmeat.com.  

Buffalo Gap Historic Village; http://tfhcc.com.  

Fossil Rim Wildlife Center is at 2299 CR 2008 near Glen 

Rose. Call 254/897-2960; www.fossilrim.org.

different management styles, and other activities that can ben

efit the conservation of the species, he adds.  

The goal is not only to increase the numbers of the Texas 

State Bison Herd, but also to increase their conservation. "Spe

cies-wise, they are the same as the bison at Yellowstone," Beard 

says. "But to conserve the Southern Plains bison's genetic strain, 

we have to increase them to about 1,000 to 1,500 total animals.  

"They are the last ones," Beard adds.  

Those words haunt me after leaving Quitaque. After travel

ing south en route to Interstate 20, we head east from Sweet

water to Abilene, then take a detour on Farm Road 89. The 

road follows the old Center Line Trail about 13 miles south to 

the town of Buffalo Gap, named for the gap in the Callahan Di

vide, a range of low hills that separate the Brazos and Colorado 

river basins. In the 1860s and 1870s, the gap drew hunters of 

the bison that came to drink at Elm Creek. I can envision the 

herds traveling through the gap in the hills on the way to the 

high plains before the mass slaughter ensued.  

Nowadays, Buffalo Gap is best known to visitors for its his

toric village, a sprawling outdoor museum that houses a col

lection of structures frorr around the area, including a church, 

schoolhouse, and blacksmith shop; and the popular Perini 

Ranch Steakhouse. Painters and potters have set up studios 

and galleries. Metal cutouts of bison hang from light poles.  

After traveling farther east on Interstate 20, we head south

\*~ 'K**$

- Charles Goodnight Historical Center 

Caprock Canyons State Park 
Buffalo Gap 

M Fossil Rim Wildlife Center

on US 281 and then east on US 67 to our own ranch north of 

Glen Rose. Dan and I take a shortcut down County Road 2008 

and pass by Fossil Rim Wildlife Center, home to a small herd 

of bison. The center currently isn't breeding the bison, which 

still are listed as "near threatened"-one step above "vulnera

ble" and two above "endangered"-by the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources.  

I'm glad the state's fascination with bison continues, this 

time preserving and raising them. Maybe someday we'll see 

herds of bison in more state parks as the descendants of the 

Goodnight herd multiply. Judging from the scene at Caprock 

Canyons, after more than a century of struggling back, the 

bison are on their way. * 

Kathryn aJoes, a ri ter icho also teachesjour nalisr at Tarleton 

Stte University. lzopes to raise bison someday on her ranch near 
6le Rose. Julia Robinson enjoyed photographing these "shaggy 
ambassadors of Texas history -ead adds, "You don't even have to 

squint to be transported 10 years into the past.-
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True Texas-I2 times!
Find the people, the places, and wide-open spaces every month, 

year round in Texas Highways, the state's official travel magazine.

Digital editions are available at 

www.zinio.com/texa!shighways

JUST $19.95 FOR A 1-YEAR U.S. SUBSCRIPTION 
INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE JUST $29.95 

CALL 1-800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside tie U.S.) 

and mention source code AX4CTHM 
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FTER CROSSING THE RED RIVER 
into Texas in December of 1832, 

Sam Houston's first stop was the 

city of Nacogdoches, the gateway 

to Mexican territory and home to 

some of the region's most influ

ential residents. Houston arrived 

to Texas a well-known frontiers
man, celebrated as a Tennessee governor and President An
drew Jackson's protege, but also notorious for the break-up 
of his first marriage. Charismatic and war-tested, Houston 
quickly established himself in Texas politics. He went on to 
sign the Texas Declaration of Independence, serve as Com
mander-in-Chief during the Texas Revolution, and hold office 
as Texas' first elected president and then U.S. senator when 
Texas joined the United States. Houston's legacy is felt across 
Texas, but his life here unfolded mostly in East Texas, from 
the decisive victory at the Battle of San Jacinto to the city of 
Huntsville, where he chose to settle. These days, Houston's 
history is preserved at various East Texas sites that inspired 
him to describe his adopted homeland as "the finest portion of 
the globe that has ever blessed my vision." 

In downtown Nacogdoches, now lined with antiques

SCREENING 
SAM HOUSTON 
Writer Denton Florian 

produced the documen

tary film Sam Houston: 
American Statesman, 

Soldier, and Pioneer, 
which aired on Texas 

PBS stations in 2013.  

Copies of the DVD 
are available at www.  

samhoustonmovie.  
com, where you 
can also find more 
information about 

Sam Houston, plus 
free downloadable 
teaching tools.

stores and gift shops, it's easy to imag
ine horses and carriages navigating the 
streets, and a tall lawyer named Hous

ton mingling among the townsfolk.  

Many future leaders of the Texas Revo
lution were already living in Nacogdo
ches when Houston arrived, including 
Charles S. Taylor, the great-great grand

father of future U.S. Senator Kay Bailey 
Hutchison. In Nacogdoches, Houston 

lodged in a boarding house owned by 

Adolphus Sterne, a German-Jewish im

migrant and prominent local resident 

whom Houston had befriended in Ten

nessee. Houston hung his hat at Sterne's 

house often, and, to fulfill a Mexican re

quirement for land ownership, was bap
tized into the Catholic faith in the front 

parlor of the Sterne home. Today, the 

1830 Sterne-Hoya House Museum and 

Library is the oldest house in Nacogdo
ches still on its original site. The home is 

furnished with period antiques, family

L~~i~jIw

Houston's history is 
preserved at sites like 
Washington-on-the- Brazos, 
which includes a replica 
of Independence Hall 
(at left), and the San Jacinto 
Monument, where Texians 
won the decisive Battle 
of San Jacinto in 1836.
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heirlooms, and exhibits about early 
Texas and the house's other famous 

guests, including Davy Crockett.  

The town of San Augustine, about 

30 miles southeast of Nacogdoches, 

also lays claim to Houston's influence.  

Houston maintained a law office in San 

Augustine and in 1836 was elected to 

be the commander of its soldiers, before 

being appointed Commander-in-Chief 

of all Texas forces. In July 1836, Hous

ton rested at the San Augustine home 

of his friend and law partner, Colonel 

Phillip Sublett, to let his ankle heal 
from a musket-ball wound he had suf

fered at the Battle of San Jacinto. Hous

ton spent his convalescence writing let

ters to friends and trying to figure out 

how to maneuver Texas into the United 

States. Later, during the days of the Re

public, the citizens of San Augustine 

elected Houston to represent them in 

the Congress of the Republic between 

his two presidential terms.  

Today, Sublett's rebuilt home and nu

merous other historic residences are 

nestled among San Augustine's tow

ering pine trees with architecture that 

varies from Greek Revival and Victo

rian to simple frontier structures. Ad

ditionally, the city's deep religious roots 

are represented by Memorial Presbyte

rian Church, the oldest Presbyterian 

church in Texas; Antioch Church of 

Christ, the oldest Church of Christ in 

Texas; and Jerusalem Memorial CME 

Church, the oldest African-American 

church in Texas. The cornerstone of 

the first Protestant church of any kind 

in Texas, today's First United Method

ist Church, was laid in San Augustine 

on January 17, 1838, under the supervi

sion of the Masonic Lodge.  

Sam Houston's footprints extend to 

other points in East Texas, and perhaps 

the most important is the San Jacinto 

Battleground State Historic Site in La 

Porte. In addition to viewing the battle

ground where Texas won independence 

from Mexico on April 21, 1836, visitors 

can learn about the battle and Texas his

tory at the San Jacinto Museum of His

tory. The battlefield has been recently

reinterpreted, with a boardwalk built 

out into restored Peggy Lake, which 

was the scene of the battle's greatest 

carnage as fleeing Mexican troops at

tempted to wade to safety.  

In his book, My Master: The Inside 

Story of Sam Houston and His Times, 
Houston's carriage driver, Jeff Ham

ilton, said he took Houston to the bat

tlefield for a visit several months be

fore the General passed away in 1863.  

They sat for a time under the oak tree 

where Mexican General Santa Anna 

had surrendered.  

"The General sat on the ground un

der the tree for a long time, never speak

ing to me or looking at me," Hamilton 

recalled. "He had a far off look in his 

eyes, which I couldn't help but notice 

were wet." 

One can only imagine what must have 

been going through Houston's mind.  

The area is a picnic spot now. Nearby, 

visitors can take an elevator to the ob

servation deck of the 567-foot San Ja

cinto Monument-a National Historic 

Civil Engineering Landmark-which 
provides one of the most commanding 

views in Texas. On clear days, from just 

beneath the 220-ton Lone Star of Texas, 

visitors can see the skyline of downtown 

Houston on the horizon, ships passing 

through the Houston Ship Channel, and 

the USS Texas, a battleship museum 

also located at the San Jacinto site.  

Not far away in the town of Liberty, 

where Houston maintained a law office 

during the 1840s, the Sam Houston Re

gional Library and Research Center

home to a museum and a collection of 

historic structures-houses a treasure 

trove of documents from early Texas.  

Several portraits of Houston, the exec
utive record of Houston's second term as 

president, and even an original painting 

by naturalist John James Audubon are 

among the center's holdings.  

However, the place where Houston 

and his third wife, Margaret, finally 

settled in 1847 was Huntsville, a Piney 

Woods town that Houston said re

minded him of his childhood home of 
Maryville, Tennessee. Driving along
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Don't miss the 30th anniversary of 
Dallas Blooms. Named as one of the 

Top 10 Botanical Gardens in the United 
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Interstate 45, it's hard to miss Hunts

ville because of its 67-foot-tall, white

concrete statue of Sam Houston. There's 

also a visitor center and gift shop at the 

base of the statue.  

"We host thousands of visitors every 

year," says Mac Woodward, Huntsville 

mayor and director of the Sam Houston 

Memorial Museum, which is located 

on the site of the Houstons' old home 

in central Huntsville. "We have two of 

his homes here, his law office, an origi
nal hunting cabin of his that was built 

during the 1850s, and of course the mu

seum, which was recently renovated." 

Each May, the museum hosts the 

Sam Houston Folk Festival (May 2-3 
this year), a lively celebration of 19th
Century Texas. Living-history reenac

tors with their flintlocks and cannons, 
musicians, Native American dancers 

and craftspeople, blacksmiths, and a 

host of vendors set up shop for the event.  

It makes for a full day of honoring Texas 

heritage and Houston's place in it.  

Huntsville is still home to its most 

famous resident. Sam Houston is buried 

in historic Oakwood Cemetery, where 

a tree-shaded monument bears An

drew Jackson's quote about his friend: 

"The world will take care of Houston's 

fame." It's fair to say that East Texas 

certainly has. *
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EVENTS 
WANT MORE? G O THE VENTS CALENDAR AT www.texashiglways.com.

March's travel / tihs 

PRAIRIES AND LAKES 
> Washington 

Happy Birthday, Texas! 
The arrival of March heralds not only a season of 

growth and beginnings, but also our great state's birth
day. March 2 marks 178 years since delegates to the 
Convention of 1836 declared Texas independent from 
Mexico. Events statewide will fete the anniversary, in
cluding the Texas Independence Day Celebration at 
Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site-the 
location of the momentous 1836 declaration. Held 
March 1-2, the free celebration includes live music, 
traditional crafts, living historians, historical encamp
ments, and more. www.birthplaceoftexas.com.  

GULF COAST >1' -F.  

Aw, Shucks 
Oysters thrive in the brackish waters of Aransas Bay, and the people of 
Aransas Bay thrive on oysters. The bay town of Fulton has been celebrating 
the oyster harvest each March since 1979 with Fulton Oysterfest (March 
6-9), a fundraiser for the local volunteer fire department. Along with live
music, a parade, and fireworks, oysters take center stage in a shucking con
test, a decorated oyster contest, and oyster-eating contests. Beware: Last ' 
year's winner ate 187 raw oysters in five minutes. www.fultonoysterfest.org.  

PRAIRIES AND LAKES > Frisco 

Full Tilt 
Men the flippers, protect the drain, and bounc 
wizards for the Texas Pinball Festival (March; 
show. Held at the Embassy Suites, the festival 
chines-dating from the 1930s to the present
dors, and seminars led by game designers and a 
toLrnaments, including the Texas State Champ

e your way to Frisco with the other 
28-30), the country's largest pinball 
features more than 300 pinball ma
-a swap meet, parts and game ven
rtists. The festival also hosts various 
pionship. www.texaspinball.com.

PANHANDLE PLAINS > Abilene 

Outlaw Country 
The swagger and self-reliance that inspired our forefathers to strike out on their own 
in 1836 has shaped Texas ever since, including its music. The Outlaws and Legends 
Music Fest in Abilene (March 28-30) carries the torch for Texas' musical indepen
dent streak with a lineup of homegrown originals. Robert Earl Keen and Leon Russell 
headline a bill of more than 30 bands at the Back Porch of Texas outdoor venue. The 
concert benefits the Ben Richey Boys Ranch. www.outlawsandlegends.com.
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ALPINE: Trappings of Texas 
March 1-April15. Museum of 
the Big Bend. www.sulross.  
edu/museum/events.html 
432/837-8143 

DEL RIO: First Friday Art 
Walk March 7. Downtown.  
www.delrioarts.com 
830/774-7568 

DEL RIO: St. Patrick's Day 
Rally Motorcycle Run 
March 21-22. www.dr 
chamber com 830/775-3551 

EL PASO: Siglo de Oro 
Spanish Drama Festival 
March 1-2. Chamizal 
National Memorial. www.  
los-paisanos-chamizal.org 
915/532-7273 

EL PASO: Conference 
USA Men's and Women's 
Basketball Tournament 
March 11-15. Don Haskins 
Center/Memorial Gym.  
www.conferenceusa.com 

EL PASO: Sun City Sci-Fi 
Convention March 14-16.  
El Paso Convention Center.  
www.suncityscifi.com 

EL PASO: Downtown 
KidsPalooza March 29. Arts 
Festival Plaza and Cleveland 
Square. www.epso.org 

MIDLAND: Scottish-Irish 
Faire March 8-9. Midland 
County Horseshoe Arena.  
www.chspb.org 432/362-6620 

ODESSA: Briar Patch 
Trade Days March 1-2.  
Ector County Coliseum.  
www.briarpatchodessa.com 
432/272-1177 

ODESSA: Circus Gatti 
March 1-2. Ector County 
Coliseum. www.odessa 
cvb.com

PECOS: Texas Proud 
in Pecos March 1-2.  
www.pecostx.com/events 
432/445-2406 

GULF COAST 

ANGLETON: Texas 
Independence Day 
Celebration March 3. www.  
brazoria-county.com/parks 
979/864-1541 

ANGLETON: Market Days 
March 22-23. Brazoria 
County Fairgrounds.  
www.angleton.t.us 
979/849-4364 ext. 2111 

BAYSIDE: Bayside Backyard 
Bazaar March 1. Bayside 
Community Center. www.  
ladiesguildbayside.com 

BEAUMONT: Figures: 
Artwork from AMSET's 
Permanent Collection 
March 1-May 11. Art 
Museum of Southeast 
Texas. www.amset.org 
409/832-3432 

BEAUMONT: Navajo 
Weaving: Traditions and 
Trade March 1-July 12.  
Stark Museum of Art.  
www.starkmuseum.org 
409/883-3513 

BEAUMONT: Big Thicket 
Bike Tour March 15. Big 
Thicket National Preserve.  
www.funtrails.org 
409/781-5872 

BEAUMONT: Shakespeare 
in the Park March 20-22.  
Otstott Park. www.etxpa.org 
925/497-3915 

BEAUMONT: Glory Days: 
The Art and Visual Culture 
of the Second Spindletop

PHOTOS: (from top) J. Griffis Smith; Kevin Stillman; courtesy Andy Campos; courtesy Julian Konwinski
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1929-1934 March 25-April 13.  
Dishman Art Museum.  
www.lamar.edu/dishman 
409/880-8959 

BEAUMONT: The Gusher 
Marathon, Half Marathon 
and 5K March 8. www.  
thegushermarathon.com 
409/781-2932 

BEAUMONT: South Texas 
State Fair March 27-April 6.  
Ford Park. www.ymbl.org 
409/832-9991 

BROWNSVILLE: Living
History Demonstrations 
March 1. Palo Alto 
Battlefield National 
Historical Park.  
956/541-2785 ext. 333 
CORPUS CHRISTI: 
Festival of the Arts 
March 28-30. Heritage Park 
and the S.E.A. District.  
www.ccfestivalarts.org 
361/883-2787 

FREEPORT: Texas Joy 
Ride March 15. Freeport 
Municipal Park.  
281/444-8680 

GALVESTON: Mardi Gras 
Galveston March 1-4.  
Historic Strand District.  
www.mardigrasgalveston.  
corn 409/770-0999 

GALVESTON: Land and 
Sand Run March 29. East 
Beach. www.landandsand.com

HOUSTON: Roads of 
Arabia March 1-9. Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston.  
www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: Outside 
the Lines March 1-23.  
Contemporary Arts 
Museum Houston. www.  
camh.org 713/284-8250 

HOUSTON: Scenes from 
the Stone Age: The Cave 
Paintings of Lascaux 
March 1-23. Houston 
Museum of Natural 
Science. www.hmns.org 

HOUSTON: The Age of 
Impressionism: French 
Paintings of the Sterling and 
Francine Clark Art Institute 
March 1-23. Museum of 
Fine Arts, Houston.  
www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: Made for 
Magazines: Iconic 20th
Century Photographs 
March 1-May 4. Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston.  
www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: Dark Light: 
The Micaceous Ceramics 
of Christine Nofchissey 
McHorse March 1-May 11.  
Houston Center for 
Contemporary Craft.  
www.crafthouston.org 
713/529-4848 

HOUSTON: Lee Bontecou: 
Drawn Worlds March 1-

May 11. The Menil Collection.  
www.menil.org 

HOUSTON: Magritte: The 
Mystery of the Ordinary, 
1926-1938 March 1-June 1.  
The Menil Collection.  
www.menil.org 

HOUSTON: The Wartime 
Escape: Margret and H.A.  
Rey's Journey from France 
March 1-June 15. Holocaust 
Museum Houston. www.  
hmh.org 713/942-8000 

HOUSTON: Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo 
March 4-23. Reliant Park.  
www.rodeohouston.com 
832/667-1000 

HOUSTON: Azalea Trail 
March 7-9. www.riveroaks 
gardenclub.org/AzaleaTrail.  
cfm 713/523-2483 

HOUSTON: FotoFest: A 
Citywide Celebration of 
Photographic Arts March 15
April 27. Various venues.  
www.fotofest.org 

HOUSTON: Buffalo Bayou 
Regatta March 16.  
www.buffalobayou.org 

HOUSTON: Bayou City 
Art Festival March 28-30.  
Memorial Park. www.  
bayoucityartfestival.com 

HOUSTON: H-Town 
Comedy Festival March 29.

Reliant Park. www.visit 
houstontexas.com 

HOUSTON: Houston 
Children's Festival March 29
30. Tranquility Park.  
www.houstonchildrens 
festivalcom 713/515-5703 

HUMBLE: NatureFest 
March 1. Jesse H. Jones 
Park and Nature Center.  
www.hcp4.net/jones 

HUMBLE: Shell Houston 
Open March 31-April 6.  
Redstone Golf Club.  
www.shellhoustonopen.com 
281/454-7000 
KEMAH: Yachty Gras Boat 
Parade March 1. www.yachty 
gras.com 877/285-3624 

LA PORTE: The Battleship 
TEXAS Centennial Cele
bration March 15. San 
Jacinto Battleground Park.  
www.battleshiptexas.org 

LAKE JACKSON: Bird 
Banding March 15. Gulf 
Coast Bird Observatory.  
www.gcbo.org 979/480-0999 

LEAGUE CITY: Southwest 
International Boat Show 
March 27-30. South Shore 
Harbour Marina. www.swibs.  
net 561/842-8808 

NEDERLAND: Heritage 
Festival March 11-16.  
Downtown. www.nederland 
hf.org 409/724-2269

ORANGE: Art in the Park 
March 22. Riverfront 
Boardwalk Pavilion. Email: 
twarner@orangetx.org 
409/883-1011 
PORT ARTHUR: Mardi 
Gras Southeast Texas 
March 1-2. www.portarthur.  
com/mardigras 409/721-8717 

PORT ARTHUR: Step 
Right Up! Behind the Scenes 
of a Circus Big Top 1890
1965 March 1-16. www.  
museumofthegulfcoast.org 
409/982-7000 
PORT ISABEL: Port Isabel 
Antique and Flea Market 
March 2. Buelah Lee Park.  
www.portisabel-texas.com 
956/455-6798 
RICHMOND: Children's 
Day Festival March 29.  
www.fortbendmuseum.org 
281/342-6478 
SAN BENITO: Texas 
Independence Celebration 
and Cook Off March 8.  
South Texas Youth 
Stockshow Grounds.  
www.cityofsanbenito.com 
956/361-3800 
SEABROOK: Lucky Trails 
Marathon March 15-16.  
www.seabrookmarathon.org 
281/291-5600 
SPRING: Springfest 
March 29-30. www.oldtown 
spring.com 281/353-9310

SURFSIDE BEACH: 
St. Patrick's Day Parade 
March15. www.surfsidetx.org 
979/236-5198 
TOMBALL: Tomball 
Honky Tonk Music Festival 
March 15. www.tomballtx.  
gov 281/351-5484 
VICTORIA: Polo at the 
McFaddin Ranch March 22.  
www.navemuseum.com 
361/575-8227 
VICTORIA: Riverside Ride 
March 22. Downtown.  
www.riversideride.com 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: Star of Texas Fair 
and Rodeo March 1-16.  
Travis County Exposition 
Center. www.rodeoaustin.  
com 512/919-3000 

AUSTIN: Extreme 
Mammals: The Biggest, 
Smallest and Most Amazing 
Mammals of All Time 
March 1-23. Bullock Texas 
State History Museum.  
www.thestoryoftexas.com 
512/936-4649 
AUSTIN: Converging Lines: 
Eva Hesse and Sol Le Witt 
March 1-May 18. www.  
blantonmuseum.org 

AUSTIN: On the Run: 
Currency, Credit and 
Capitals of the Republic

THE LODGE 
8 Uniquely Styled Guest Rooms 
Organic Bedding 
Large Bathrooms 
Original Artwork 
Fresh Baked Cookies Each Evening 
Outdoor Living Rooms

CATTAL 8 MERCANTILE STORE 
Artwork 
Furniture 
Spa Products 
Home Accessories 
Men and Women's Wear 
Coffee & Wines 

22996 Highway 60 I Matagorda, Texas 
979-863-7737
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Now including 

- all promotions 
through 2014

Plan to grow our newest 

Superstar which will be 
promoted in May! 

Satsuma .  

Orange FrostTM 

I!Jf| Download your FREE copy at GOTEXAN.org or at TexasSuperstar.com 
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of Texas March 1-June 22.  
www.texascapitolvisitors 
center.com 512/305-8400 

AUSTIN: Zilker Park Kite 
Festival March 2. www.  
abckitefestival.com 

AUSTIN: SXSW Music, Film 
and Interactive Conference 
and Festivals March 7-16.  
www.sxsw.com 

AUSTIN: Artists and 
Artisans Festival March 15
16. Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center. www.  
wildflower.org 512/232-0100 

AUSTIN: Clyde Littlefield 
Texas Relays and Austin 
Urban Music Festival 
March 28-29. Various loca
tions. www.texassports.com 

AUSTIN: New American 
Talent/Dance Competition 
March 28-30. The Long 
Center. www.balletaustin.org 

AUSTIN: Capitol 10K 
March 30. www.statesman.  
com/caplOk 

BANDERA: Wild Hog 
Explosion March 15.  
Mansfield Park. www.  
wildhogexplosion.com 
800/364-3833 

BOERNE: Wings Over 
Boerne Bird Presentations 
March 1, 8, 15. www.visit 
boerne.org 830/249-7277

BOERNE: Market Days 
March 8-9. Main Plaza.  
www.boernemarketdays.com 
210/844-8193 

BOERNE: Outdoor Family 
Fair March 15. Main Plaza.  
www.ci.boerne.tx.us 
830/248-1543 

BRACKETTVILLE: Fort 
Clark Days Festival March 1
9. www.fortclarkdays.org 
713/202-4999 
BROWNWOOD: 
Rattlesnake Roundup 
March 14-16. Brownwood 
Coliseum. 325/998-3755 

CONCAN: Rio Frio Fest 
March 12-15. House Pasture 
Cattle Company. www.frio 
country.com 830/232-6625 

FREDERICKSBURG: 
Texas Star Trail Ride March 
1-8. Starts at Gillespie 
County Fairgrounds.  
www.texasstartrail.com 
512/791-2503 

FREDERICKSBURG: 
First Friday Art Walk 
March 7. www.ffawf.com 
830/997-6523 
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Pacific Combat Living 
History Program March 8-9.  
National Museum of the 
Pacific War. www.pacific 
warmuseum.org 
830/997-8600 ext. 205

FREDERICKSBURG: 
Trade Days March 14-16.  
www.fbgtradedays.com 
830/990-4900 

GEORGETOWN: The 
Georgetown Swirl March 1.  
www.swirl.georgetown.org 
GEORGETOWN: 
Georgetown Quilt and 
Stitchery Show March 21-22.  
San Gabriel Park. www.  
georgetownquiltshow.org 

GRUENE: Texas 
Independence Day 
Celebration March 2.  
Gruene Historic District.  
www.gruenetexas.com 
830/629-5077 

GRUENE: Old Gruene 
Market Days March 15-16.  
www.gruenemarketdays.com 
830/832-1721 

JOHNSON CITY: Texas 
Men's State Chili Cook-Off 
March 29. Blanco County 
Fairgrounds. www.texas 
menschili.org 512/567-2835 

KERRVILLE: American 
Plains Artists Annual Juried 
Show March 1-2. Kerr Arts 
and Cultural Center.  
www.kacckerrville.com 
830/895-2911 

KERRVILLE: Kerrville Art 
Club Annual Juried 
Exhibition March 6-30. Kerr 
Arts and Cultural Center.

www.kacckerrville.com 
830/895-2911 

LAGO VISTA: La Primavera 
Bicycle Race March 1-2.  
www.lagovista.org 
512/267-7952 

LLANO: @LAST Llano Art 
Studio Tour March 29. www.  
facebook.com/Llano.Art.  
Studio.Tour 325/247-5354 
LUCKENBACH: 
Luckenbach Mud Dauber 
Festival and Chili Cook-Off 
March 22. www.luckenbach 
texas.com 830/997-3224 

MARBLE FALLS: Main 
Street Market Day March 8.  
Main Street. www.marble 
falls.org 830/693-2815 

NEW BRAUNFELS: Train 
Jamboree March 15-16.  
New Braunfels Civic Center.  
www.nbrrm.org 830/629-2071 

PFLUGERVILLE: Spring 
Pfling March 29. Heritage 
Park. www.pflugervilletx.  
gov/springpfling 

SABINAL: Wild Hog 
Festival March 29-30.  
www.wildhogfestival.com 

SAN MARCOS: Art Un
hitched Art Market March 8.  
www.sanmarcostx.gov 

STONEWALL: Kite Day 
at LBJ State Park March 22.  
Lyndon B. Johnson State 
Park and Historic Site.

www.tpwd.state.tx.us 
830/644-2252 ext. 222 

STONEWALL: LBJ 100 
Bicycle Tour and Time Trials 
March 29-30. LBJ Ranch 
airstrip. www.lbj100bicycle 
tour.org 210/355-2645 

WIMBERLEY: Market Day 
March 1. Lions Pavilion.  
www.shopmarketdays.com 
512/847-2201 

PANHANDLE 
PLAINS 

ABILENE: ArtWalk 
March 13. Historic 
Downtown. 325/677-8389 

ALBANY: Ce/l Series: 
Chris Sauter March 1-May 24.  
The Old Jail Art Center.  
www.theoldjailartcenter.org 
325/762-2269 

ALBANY: Drawn In/Drawn 
Out March 1-May 24.  
www.theoldjailartcenter.org 
325/762-2269 

ALBANY: Art Exhibition: 
Debra Brosz March 1-May 24.  
www.theoldjailartcenter.org 
325/762-2269 

AMARILLO: Hydrologic: 
Recent Works by Judy 
Youngblood March 1-9.  
Amarillo Museum of Art.  
806/371-5050

AMARILLO: LEGO Castle 
Adventure March 1-May 6.  
Don Harrington Discovery 
Center. www.dhdc.org 
806/355-9547 

AMARILLO: First Friday 
Art Walk March 7. The 
Galleries at Sunset Center.  
www.amarilloartists.com 
806/353-5700 
BUFFALO GAP: 
Chautauqua Learning 
Series March 8. Buffalo 
Gap Historic Village.  
325/572-3365 

CANYON: Panhandle
Plains Invitational Western 
Art Show and Sale 
March 1-30. Panhandle
Plains Historical Museum.  
www.panhandleplains.org 

CANYON: Girls of the 
Golden West March 1
August 30. Panhandle
Plains Historical Museum.  
www.panhandleplains.org 
806/651-2235 

DALHART: Dust Bowl 
Marathon March 22.  
Rita Blanca Lake Trails.  
www.mainlymarathons.com 

MINERAL WELLS: 
Gospel Singing Convention 
March 21-22. www.gospel 
singingconventions.com 
817/975-1666 

POST: Post City Trade Day 
March 1. Main Street.

Vigi LEa co, iX..  
it's MeOW 6woffliH tialla 

Last Saturday in March: 
@LAST Art Tour 

1st weekend in April: 
Llano Fiddle Fest 

April 25-26: 
Llano Crawfish Open 

Memorial Weekend: 
Bluebell Bluegrass Festival 

June 6-7: 
Llano Open Pro Rodeo & Parade 

4th of July: 
Fireworks on the Llano River 

|lanochamber.org 325-247-5354
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www.postcitytexas.com 
806/495-3461 

SAN ANGELO: First Satur
day at the Chicken Farm 
Art Center March 1. www.  
chickenfarmartcenter.com 

SAN ANGELO: The 
Cowboy Life: Paintings by 
H. W Cay/or March 1-30.  
San Angelo Museum of 
Fine Arts. www.samfa.org 
325/653-3333 

SAN ANGELO: The Muses: 
Art About the Arts March 
1-30. San Angelo Museum 
of Fine Arts. www.samfa.org 
325/653-3333 

SAN ANGELO: Art Walk 
March 20. www.downtown 
sanangelo.com/artwalk.html 
325/653-3333 

SAN ANGELO: Civil War 
150th Anniversary Talk 
March 27. Fort Concho 
National Historic Landmark.  
www.fortconcho.com 
325/481-2646 

SWEETWATER: World's 
Largest Rattlesnake 
Roundup March 7-9.  
Nolan County Coliseum.  
325/235-5488 

WICHITA FALLS: 
St. Patrick's Day Downtown 
Festival March 15.  
www.downtownproud.com 
940/322-4525 

WICHITA FALLS: Cowboy 
True Art Show and Auction 
March 28-29. J.S. Bridwell 
Agricultural Center.  
www.kempcenter.org 
940/766-3347 

PINEY WOODS 

CONROE: Young Texas 
Artists Music Competition 
March 6-8. www.crighton 
theatre.org 

CONROE: Texas Wildlife 
and Woodland Expo and 
Spring Fling March 22. Lone 
Star College-Montgomery 
Campus. www.expo.tamu.  
edu 936/273-2261 

HUNTSVILLE: General 
Sam Houston's Birthday 
Celebration March 1-2.  
Various venues. www.  
huntsvilletexas.com 
936/291-5931 

JASPER: Azalea Festival 
March 15. Jasper County 
Courthouse Square. www.  
jaspercoc.org 409/384-2762 

JEFFERSON: Mardi Gras 
Upriver March 1-2. Downtown.  
www.mardigrasupriver.com 

LIBERTY: The Liberty 
Jubilee March 28-29.  
Downtown. www.cityof 
liberty.org 936/336-3684 

LONGVIEW: Zonta Antique 
Show March 1. Maude Cobb 
Activity Center. www.zonta 
longview.clubexpress.com

LONGVIEW: LeTourneau 
University Automotive 
Society Car Show March 22
23. Maude Cobb Activity 
Complex Exhibit Building.  
903/237-9583 

MAGNOLIA: Mardi Gras on 
the Stroll March 1. The Stroll.  
www.cityofmagnolia.com/ 
parks/stroll 281/356-2266 

MAGNOLIA: Magnolia 
Showdown Barbecue Cook
Off March 28-29. Unity 
Park. www.magnoliatexas.  
org 281/356-1488 

NACOGDOCHES: Azalea 
Trail March 1-31. Various 
locations. www.nacogdoches 
azaleas.com 936/564-7351 

PALESTINE: Texas 
Dogwood Trails Festival 
March 21-23. 28-30.  
Downtown. www.palestine 
chamber.org 903/723-3014 

PALESTINE: Annual 
Dulcimer and Old-Time 
Music Festival March 27-29.  
Museum of East Texas 
Culture. www.oldpalmusic.  
com 903/723-1914 

TYLER: Illuminating 
Nature: Recent Paintings 
and Works on Paper by 
Billy Hassell March 1-23.  
www.tylermuseum.org 
903/595-1001 

TYLER: Rose City Artisans 
and Flower Market March 21
22. www.goodmanmuseum.  
com 903/531-1286 

TYLER: Azalea and Spring 
Flower Trail March 21-April 6.  
In the Azalea District.  
www.tylerazaleatrail.com 
903/592-1661 

TYLER: Historic Tyler on 
Tour March 28. At 2100 
Robertson Ave. www.historic 
tyler.org 903/595-1960 

WOODVILLE: Festival of 
the Arts March 22-23.  
Heritage Village Museum.  
www.heritage-village.org 
800/323-0389 

WOODVILLE: Western 
Weekend March 28-29.  
Downtown and Clinton 
Currie Arena. www.tyler 
countydogwoodfestival.org 
409/283-2632 

PRAIRIES 
AND LAKES 

ALVARADO: Ft. Worth 
Vintage Market Days 
March 21-23. Diamond W 
Arena. www.ftworth.  
vintagemarketdays.com 
918/606-2254 

ARLINGTON: The Ameri
can Rodeo March 2. AT&T 
Stadium. www.rfdtv.com/ 
story/23228599/theamerican 

ARLINGTON: Maverick 
Speaker Series: Sanjay Gupta 
March 18. UTA's College

Park Center. www.uta 
collegepark.com/events 

BELLVILLE: Market Day 
on the Square March 1.  
Downtown. www.bellville.  
com 979/865-3407 

BELTON: Texas Western 
Swing Showcase and Dance 
March 1. Bell County Expo 
Center. www.texaswestern 
swing.com 254/742-5033 

BURTON: Texas Ranger 
Day March 8. Burton Rail
road Depot and Museum.  
www.burtonheritagesociety.  
org 979/353-0050 

BURTON: La Bahia 
Antiques Show March 28
April 5. La Bahia Hall.  
www.labahiaantiques.com 
979/289-2684 

CAT SPRING: Cat Spring 
Antiques and Garden Show 
March 8-9. Historic 
Agricultural Hall.  
www.ruraltexasantiques.com 
979/865-5618 

CLIFTON: Bosque 
Wildflower Art Show and 
Sale March 16-May 10.  
Bosque Museum.  
254/675-3845 

DALLAS: North Texas Irish 
Festival March 1-2. Fair Park.  
www.ntif.org 972/943-4616 

DALLAS: Hecho en Dallas 
March 1-April12. Latino 
Cultural Center.  
www.dallasculture.org 
214/671-0045 

DALLAS: Robert Smithson 
In Texas March 1-April 27.  
Dallas Museum of Art.  
www.dallasmuseumofart.org 
214/922-1818 
DALLAS/FORT WORTH: 
DavidBates March 1-May 11.  
Nasher Sculpture Center 
and the Modern Art 
Museum of Fort Worth.  
www.nashersculpturecenter.  
org 214/242-5100 

DALLAS: Dallas Quilt Show 
March 7-9. Dallas Market 
Hall. www.quiltersguildof 
dallas.org 

DALLAS: Featured Artist 
Series March 8-April 5.  
Kittrell/Riffkind Art Glass.  
www.kittrellriffkind.com 
972/239-7957 

DALLAS: Black and White 
Photography by J.B. and 
Susan Harlin March 16-April 6.  
St. Matthew's Cathedral 
Arts. www.cathedralarts 
dallas.org 214/887-6552 

DALLAS: Savor Dallas 
March 20-23. Various venues.  
www.savordallas.com 
888/728-6747 

DENISON: Kick Back and 
Say Cheers March 28-29.  
Various venues. www.  
denisonlive.com 
903/465-1551

DENTON: Guided Tour of 
North Texas Horse Country 
March 1. Historical Park 
of Denton County.  
www.discoverdenton.com 
940/382-7895 
DENTON: Materials Hard 
and Soft March 1-April 4.  
Center for Visual Arts.  
www.dentonarts.com 
940/382-2787 

DENTON: Texas Story
telling Festival March 6-9.  
Civic Center.  
www.tejasstorytelling.com 
940/380-9320 

ENNIS: Don Omar's 
DRAGMANIA March 22-23.  
Texas Motorplex.  
972/878-2641 

FORT WORTH: FOCUS: 
Fred Tomaselli March 1-2.  
Modern Art Museum 
of Fort Worth.  
www.themodern.org 
817/738-9215 

FORT WORTH: Hombre! 
Prints by Jose Guadalupe 
Posada March 1-16. Amon 
Carter Museum of American 
Art. www.cartermuseum.org 

FORT WORTH: Butterflies 
in the Garden March 1-April 6.  
Fort Worth Botanic Garden.  
www.fwbg.org 817/392-5510 

FORT WORTH: Texas 
Regionalism March 1-April 20.  
Amon Carter Museum 
of American Art.  
www.cartermuseum.org 

FORT WORTH: Art and 
Appetite: American 
Painting, Culture and 
Cuisine March 1-May 18.  
Amon Carter Museum 
of American Art.  
www.cartermuseum.org 

FORT WORTH: Fort Worth 
Food and Wine Festival 
March 27-30. Sundance 
Square. www.fortworth 
foodandwinefestival.com 

FRISCO: Arts in the Square 
Festival March 29-30. Frisco 
Square. www.friscosquare.  
com/aits 469/633-1721 

GRANBURY: Texas 
Independence Day 
Celebration March 1-2.  
Downtown. www.march2 
texas.com 817/578-0234 

GRANBURY: General 
Granbury's Birthday 
Celebration March 15-16.  
www.granburysquare.com 
817/573-5299 

GRAPEVINE: Nash Farm: 
Blessed are the Cheese 
Makers March 8. www.nash 
farm.org 817/410-3185 

GRAPEVINE: Jazz Wine 
Trains March 21-22. Cotton 
Belt Depot. www.gvrr.com 
817/410-3185 
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Schools, pg. 66 
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15. Huntsville Tourism Department, pg. 30
16.  

17.  
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Hutchinson County Museum, pg. 70 
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19. La Grange Main Street, pg. pg. 70 
20. Llano Chamber of Commerce, pg. 67 
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22.  
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pg.67

24. Plano Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 35
25.  

26.

Rao's Bakery, pg. 70 
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pg.33

27. San Marcos Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
pg.35 

28. Stark Cultural Venues, pg. 33 
29. Texas A&M AgriLife Research, pg. 66 
30. Texas Independence Trail, pg. 19 
31. Victoria Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 14 

32. Visit Lubbock, pg. 13 
33. Wichita Falls Convention & Visitors 

Bureau, pg. 64
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FREE 
Information 
From Our Advertisers 

ONLINE: 

Go to www.texashighways.com 

and select Advertising Information 

from the red navigation bar 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on the 

Reader Service Guide to Advertisers.' 

Circle the corresponding numbers on 

the postage-paid card at right and 

mail today.  

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free 

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.

H I G H W A Y S 

www.texashighways.com 

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61 

2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 

3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 

4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 

5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 

6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 

Please print 

FREE Name 

Advertising 
Address Information 
City State Zip 

Card expires 9/1/14 140301 
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2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 

3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 

4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 

5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 

6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66

Please print 

Name

Address 

City 

Card expires 9/1/14

HEX 
ST 

Gift Shop 
We offer a fabulous array of 
Lone Star-themed products! 

SEE OUR AD 
IN THIS ISSUE

FREE 
Advertising 
Information

State Zip

140301

It's easy to order 
from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

INLINE: www.texashighways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

B 1-800-839-4997(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central " Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central e Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

BMIL Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways 

PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558 MAR14TH



NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO 418 NAPLES FL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

H I G H W A Y S 

PO BOX 413050 
NAPLES FL 34101-6832
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NO POSTAGE 
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IF MAILED 
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UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO 418 NAPLES FL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

TEXAST 
H I G H W A Y S 

PO BOX 413050 
NAPLES FL 34101-6832

YOUR ORDER

State Zip

Daytime Phone Number (_ 
(In case we have questions regarding your order)

1_ Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: ] Visa K MasterCard 
Discover . American Express

Card number 

Expiration date

Signature
Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8558 

MAR14TH

Cmm 

wm 

F;

COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR 
Name 

Street Address

Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 

Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 
SUBTOTAL 

Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  
TOTAL

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99...$18.95 
$200.00 + ................ $21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. * For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside 
the continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to 
your subtotal.
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Now available in the 
Texas Highways 
Gift Collection!

Cooking with 
Texas Highways 
More than 250 of the best recipes 
Texas Highways has ever published! 
256 pages, color, hardcover.  

Item 36137.....$24.95 

Limited 
Quantity 

ACT FAST! 

- - C

Month-by-Month 
Gardening in Texas 

Revised Edition 

A valuable resource to 
help you grow a successful 

garden. Features annuals, 
bulbs, houseplants, lawns, 
perennials, roses, shrubs, 

trees, vegetables and herbs, 
vines, ground covers and or
namental grasses. 282 pages, 

soft cover, full color.  

Item 36527....$24.99

Texas State Garden Flag 
Decorate your garden in true Texas sprit.  
Ready to be displayed on your garden flag 
post, 12 x 18 inches, weather proof, durable 
nylon. Made in the USA.  

Item 37755.....$21.95

by *xo,o m t.5x ams ~Sr ;akvja

Wildflowers Texas Field Guide 
By Nora and Rick Bowers and Stan Tekiela 

A field guide to 200 of Texas' beautiful wild
flowers organized by color and size. Full-page 
color photos and descriptions make this one 
of the best guides to Texas wildflowers.  
4% x 6 inches, 432 pages, paperback.  

Item 36530....$16.95 

Bluebonnet Handbag Hanger 
This sturdy handbag hanger with bluebon
net design opens to hang a purse, hand
bag, o- shopping bag from the table top.  
It magnetically closes to a handy 1.25-inch 
diame er for easy storage.1.6 ounces.  

Item 37726....$14.95

Order by phone: 
800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

BY MAIL: Use the ORDER FORM 
between pages 68 & 69 in this issue.  

Send completed form, along with payment 
to: Texas Highways, PO Box 8558, 
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558 

TEXA ST 
H I G H W A Y S 
The TRAVEL MAGAZINE of TEXAS 

MAR14THM
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o continued from page 681 

GRAPEVINE: Day Out with 
Thomas the Tank Engine 
March 28-30. Cotton Belt 
Depot. www.historictrains.  
org 214/428-0101 

HALLETTSVILLE: State 
Championship "42" Domino 
Tournament March 1.  
Knights of Columbus Hall.  
www.hallettsville.com 
361/798-2662 

HALLETTSVILLE: South 
Texas Polka and Sausage 
Fest March 21-23. Knights of 
Columbus Hall. www.kchall.  
com 361/798-2311 

IRVING: Texas Steel Guitar 
Association Jamboree 
March 13-16. Sheraton DFW.  
www.texassteelguitar.org 
817/558-3481 

KILLEEN: Take 190 West 
Art Festival March 1. Killeen 
Civic and Conference 
Center. www.take190west.  
com 254/501-3888 

LA GRANGE: Best Little 
Cowboy Gathering in Texas 
March 13-16. Fayette County 
Fairgrounds. www.bestlittle 
cowboygathering.org 
979/966-7846 

LA GRANGE: La Grange 
Uncorked Wine and Food 
Festival March 15.  
Courthouse Square.

E-mail: chamber@lagrange 
tx.org 979/968-3017 

LEWISVILLE: Texas 
Vintage Toy Expo March 14
16. MCL Grand Theater.  
www.texasvintagetoyexpo.  
yolasite.com 

LOCKHART: Texas Lone 
Star Grand Prix March 1-2.  
www.lonestargrandprix.com 

LULING: Rajun Cajun Cook
Off March 8. Downtown.  
www.lulingmainstreet.com 
830/875-3214 ext. 3 

MCKINNEY: Third Monday 
Trade Days March 14-16.  
www.tmtd.com 972/562-5466 

MESQUITE: Hip-Hop 
Cowboys Spring Rodeo 
March 15. Mesquite Arena.  
www.hiphopcowboy.com 
972/839-2802 

MESQUITE: Devil's Bowl 
Speedway Racing March 21
22. www.devilsbowl.com 
972/222-2421 

MESQUITE: Karen Halsey 
Photography Exhibit March 31
May 1. www.mesquitearts 
center.org 972/216-6444 

NECHES: The 1836 Chuck 
Wagon Race March 2-9.  
Diamond B Ranch. www.  
1836chuckwagonrace.com 
903/723-3014

PLANO: One Day Only 
Theater Festival March 22.  
Courtyard Theater. www.  
roverdramawerks.com 

ROUND TOP: Herbal 
Forum at Round Top 
March 21-22. www.festival 
hill.org 979/249-3129 

ROUND TOP:Art of the 
American West March 22
April 5. www.thegalleryat 
roundtop.com 979/249-4119 

ROUND TOP: RT-W Spring 
Antique Show March 22
April 5. www.roundtop.org 
979/249-4042 
SCHULENBURG: 
Schulenburg Wine and 
Music Walk March 8. www.  
schulenburgchamber.org 
979/743-4514 

SEGUIN: Toast to Texas 
March 2. Sebastopol State 
Historic Site. www.visit 
seguin.com 830/401-0810 

SEGUIN: Noche de Gala 
Mariachi Competition 
March 15. Texas Lutheran 
University's Jackson 
Auditorium. www.visit 
seguin.com 830/401-0232 

SHERMAN: Second 
Saturday Nature Program 
March 8. Hagerman 
National Wildlife Refuge.  
www.friendsofhagerman.com

SMITHVILLE: Thunder on 
the Colorado Biker Rally 
March 14-16. Riverbend 
Park. www.thunderonthe 
colorado.com 512/237-2313 

TEMPLE: Temple College 
Jazz Festival March 27-29.  
www.tclive.templejc.edu 
254/298-8555 

WAXAHACHIE: Mardi Gras 
on the Square and Parade 
March 1. Singleton Plaza.  
www.collegestreet 
pub.com 972/938-2062 

WEST: West, Central Texas 
Ceramic Expo March 15-16.  
Knights of Columbus Club.  
www.westceramicshow.com 
254/716-5227 

SOUTH TEXAS 
PLAINS 

BEEVILLE: Hester and 
Hardaway: Collaborations in 
Architectural Photography 
March 1-April 25. Beeville 
Art Museum. www.bam 
texas.org 361/358-8615 

BEEVILLE: Peopled Spaces 
March 1-April 25. Beeville 
Art Museum. www.bam 
texas.org 361/358-8615 

MERCEDES: Rio Grande 
Valley Livestock Show March 
7-16. www.rgvls.com 
956/565-3005
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DELICIOUS 
CUISINE AND 

A SAMPLING OF 
VARIOUS WINES

S40 pAAM.ci 15 
$40 | /t-

FAYETTE COURTHOUSE SOUARE. 246 W COLORADO /

SAN ANTONIO: Bexar 
County Czech Heritage 
Society Dance March 2.  
Martinez Social Club.  
210/648-2681 

SAN ANTONIO: Tejano 
Music Awards Fan Fair 
March 13-16. Market 
Square. 210/207-8605 

SAN ANTONIO: NCAA 
Division I Men's Basketball 
Championship March 21-23.  
AT&T Center. www.ncaa.  
com/final-four/tickets
hospitality 210/444-5000

SAN ANTONIO: 
Valero Texas Open March 
24-30. TPC San Antonio, 
AT&T Oaks Course.  
www.valerotexasopen.com 
210/345-3818 

WESLACO: Alfresco 
Weslaco March 20.  
Texas Boulevard.  
www.weslacoedc.com 
956/969-0838 
WESLACO: Texas Onion 
Fest March 22. Weslaco City 
Park. www.weslaco.com/ 
onionfest 956/968-2102

WANT MORE? 
GO TO T HE EVENTS CALENDAR AT 
www.texashighways.com.  
FORA FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways 
Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714
9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or 
Canada, between 8-6 Central.  

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/452
9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center, where a 
professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide and map, accommoda
tions guide, and quarterly Texas Highways Events Calendar).  

TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION: www.  
texashighways.com and go to Events, Submit Event Listing; 
e-mail: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways Events 
Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Listing deadlines: 
Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1; Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar.  
1; Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1; Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1.  

Join us at HCHM Saturday, April 5 at 1:00pm for 
two informative lectures: 

Finding the True Location of The Battle 
of Blanco Canyon Todd Smith 

and Billy Dixon's Long Shot 
Fact or Fiction? 

James Coverdale 

Todd Smith 
In October 1871, Col. Ranald Mackenzie fought the 
Comanches at Blanco Canyon near Crosbyton, Texas, 
but the actual battle site was not known. In 2012, 
Todd Smith and several investigators from the DA's 
Office in Lubbock began searching for this site as 
forensic archeologists. After more than a thousand 
man-hours on the site, they have collected hundreds 
of artifacts and proven the location of the battle.  

James Coverdale 
James has discovered new information about the 
fabled and controversial long shot by Billy Dixon in 
1874. He will present his findings along with those 
of a ballistics study performed at the site by MIT 
graduate students. James is of Kiowa descent and 
related to several Kiowa warriors of the period. Did 
Dixon really make the shot? 
Join us for an interesting look back at our local history.  
Reservations are required, call 806.273.0130 
or e-mail lynnhopkins'lhutchinsonontycom 

Wi 618 N. Main Street 
Borger, Texas 79007 
806-273-0130 

Hutchinson County Admission is free 
Historical Museum Donations are appreciated 

Open Tues. - Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. on Saturday

70 texashighways.com I MARCH 2014
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.Daytripper 

WITH CHET GARNER

sampling them all, I can say that as long 
as it says "Perissos," it's gonna be good.  

I purchased a few bottles of my favorites 

to enjoy later.

Like a moth to a flame, 
I returned to the water, but instead of 

hunting fish, I was in search of GOLD! 

Long ago, the "Llano Uplift" turned up 
all sorts of minerals in this area, and just 
northwest of town I found Long's Fish

CHET 
is the 1 

k TheD 
ravel 

PS, 
daytri/ 2

and Dig, where I bought a 
small pan and headed toward 

the water. I spent hours sifting 
through rocks and mud in 

search of my fame and fortune.  

Sadly, all I found were pebbles, 
mud, and a boatload of quartz; 
nothing worthy of a kingly

The Land of Kings 
If I were to dream up the perfect kingdom, it would be a land of flowing 
rivers, abundant vineyards, smoky barbecue, and maybe even some gold.  
I searched for all of this and more on a recent day trip to the Texas Hill 
Country and the aptly named town of Kingsland.

I rolled into town and head

ed straight to Kingsland Coffee Company, 
a small business with bold brew. With a fresh 

cappuccino and locally made muffin in hand, 

I grabbed a seat on the outdoor patio and 

planned out the rest of my day.  

Kingsland sits at the con

vergence of the Colorado and Llano rivers 

and the spot where Inks Lake flows into 

Lake LBJ. It was a bit cold for a dip (even 

for The Daytripper), so I opted to appreci

ate the Highland Lakes from dry land. I 

stopped at the excellent overlook on RM 

1431 (Lookout Mountain) to take it all in.  

While lake swimming was 
off the table, the water was still calling my 

name. So with my fly-fishing rod in hand, 
I parked at The Slab, threw on my waders, 
and forged up the Llano River in search 

of white bass making their annual spawning

run upstream (January through April). Two 
hours later, I had caught enough fish for 

a Sunday fry, but instead of eating sushi, I 

released them to finish their task of making 

little bass babies. After all, I needed a much 

more convenient lunch.  

I opted for turf over 

surf and headed to Spyke's BBQ, where 
I found enough meat to feed a king's 

army. However, being just an army of one, 
I ordered a two-meat plate of delicious 

pork ribs and smoked turkey.  

Needing a kingly beverage 
to wash down my feast, I headed to nearby 

Perissos Vineyard and Winery for some 

local wine. Embracing the challenges of 

growing grapes in Texas, the Martin family 

plants varieties suited for Hill Country soil 

such as tempranillo, viognier, and aglianico.  

I hadn't heard of many of them, but after

treasure. I left with pockets as empty as 
my stomach and decided to find dinner.  

Back in town, I stopped 
at the Antlers Hotel, a grand, two-story 
lodge opened in 1901 for railroad tourists.  

Today, the grounds hold a number of rail 
cars turned into private lodges and the 

tasty Grand Central Cafe. I walked in 
and an eerie feeling descended on me as 

I learned that this Victorian structure served 

as the set of the 1974 classic Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre. Throughout dinner I constantly 

checked over my shoulder imagining the 
buzz of a distant chainsaw. Luckily, the 
waitstaff was much nicer than "Leatherface" 
and my steak covered in blue cheese was 
much more delectable than anything he 
ever served his guests.  

As I savored my steak, I realized that this 

had truly been a day fit for a king. And while 

we can't all be royalty, in Kingsland we can 

certainly day-trip like it. So whether you 
follow my footsteps or forge your own path, 
I hope to see you on the road. * 

Contact the Kingsland/ 
Lake LBJ Chamber of Commerce, 

325/388-6211; www.kingsland 
chamber.org. Also visit www.  
thehighlandlakes.org and www.  
highlandlakes.com.
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Matters 

THE LIGHTER SIDE OF TRAVELING
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Memories Pack Light 
A BIG MOVE TRIGGERS TRAVEL RECOLLECTIONS 

text by Barbara Rodriguez illustration by Michael Witte

AVING RECENTLY MOVED TO 
a new home, I have been sorting 

through all kinds of real-time mem

orabilia (yes, and junk). An unex

pected consequence of all this sort

ing-of books, notes, photos, and 

correspondence-has been a wash 

of memories stored away during 

50 years of traveling in Texas.  

There's not always a dot-to-dot connection to what floats to 

the surface of my consciousness. It isn't as if a postcard from 

Palestine suddenly spurs me to remember the soft shift of my 

heels as I walked down a trail of powdery soil in East Texas.  

Rather, one day while packing a box of office supplies, I am 

overwhelmed by the memory of dogwoods in full bloom near 

Lady Bird Johnson's girlhood home.  

I think it was something in the breeze across my new back 

porch that transported me to the tropical fecundity of the Rio 

Grande Valley. I could see the great blue herons slouching on 

the banks of the acequias; mesh sacks of Ruby Red grapefruits 

and oranges begging to be hefted into my trunk.  

Sorting through bathing suits I surely never wore, I closed my 

eyes and saw clearly a picnic I'd shared alongside the Pedernales

River with friends from Switzerland, both of whom were 

stunned by the sudden appearance of a snuffling armadillo they 

thought must be an undiscovered creature from prehistoric times.  

It's a great comfort to know that I have been able to carry 

along with me to my new home decades of memories that 

touch on all the senses: The resonant jackhammering of giant 

redheaded woodpeckers in the Piney Woods; the burble of a 

spring in the Hill Country outside Blanco; the smells of burn

ing pinon near Terlingua; the glint of the sun off South Padre 

sand dunes; the rubbery feel and delicious promise of fresh

picked mushrooms (Boletus edulis) in the Big Thicket.  

Now I am 90 percent unpacked. And with my folk art hung 

and bookshelves arranged, I am enjoying the comfort of my 

humble little home. I am grateful to have the hardest chores be

hind me, but happier still that now I am able to plug in to a new 

slate of memories long stored away. Most 

It's a great of all I am thankful that for all I've tossed 
comfort to bring away and passed along, these memories 

to my new home are mine forever. And they cost me abso

decades of lutely nothing to move. *

travel memories 
that touch on 
all the senses.

Find Babs Rodriguezsfull adventure e at 
texashigl 'ways.con/matters.
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GLIMPSE THE PAST during the 29th annual Goliad Massacre reena.!tment March 29-30 at Presidio La Bahia.

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.

PHOTO: J. Griffis Smith
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