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Letter from Phil Wilson 
Hurricane season has already begun. And as I write this column in early June, no storm 

has threatened the Texas coastline. But as sure as Texas weather is unpredictable, that 

could change quickly. And that only means one thing: be prepared.  

With the prediction that the Atlantic region could experience three to six major 

hurricanes through the end of November, we can't afford to delay getting ready.  

At work and at home.  

Our Maintenance Division has been working with the Texas Department of Public 

Safety Division of Emergency Management and other state agencies to prepare Texas 

for the next storm. Taking some lessons learned from Hurricane Ike, we've made 

adjustments to our contraflow operations.  

We've teamed up with the oil and gas industry to make sure that citizens who heed 

evacuation orders can get access to fuel when they need it. Even our online highway 

condition reporting system has been updated. DriveTexasTM is now more user-friendly, 

and features a new satellite weather display.  

But our duties don't stop at planning. Texans are counting on us to help after storms 

have passed.  

After Ike left roads in Galveston impassable and tons of debris in its wake, TxDOT 

workers were among the first to help restore the city to normalcy. Employees across the 

state mobilized to the city, clearing the way for other responders. And we were among 

the last to leave after making repairs to damaged bridges, roads and overpasses.  

Texans can count on us when severe weather threatens, but our best efforts on the job 

are only as good as our efforts to plan at home. We can serve better when we know 

our loved ones are as prepared as they can be.  

That's why it's important to have a family plan - and follow it. A good 

place to start is at www.texasprepares.org or www.ready.gov. There, 

you'll find information to keep your family prepared.  

Hopefully, this season will be uneventful, and we'll never have 

r to act on these plans, but my thanks for all your hard work. 4 

Phil Wilson 
Executive Director
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Alcohol-Related 
Fatality Free 

Keeping 
TxDOT's Fleet 
Fit for Service 

16 End-of-Queue 
Makes Debut 

22I Am An...  
Engine Mechanic 

4 Employee 
Q&A 

on the cover 
From left to right: Warehouse 

Coordinator Rodney Wright, Metal 

Fabrication Coordinator Jerry Florence, 

Regional Equipment Coordinator Kevin 

Wright, and Chief Procurement and 

Deputy Administrative Officer Lauren 

Garduno keep focused on finding 

* efficient ways to utilize and maintain 

TxDOT's massive fleet through a pilot 

program in the Abilene District.

Janan Sahtout-Lee 
Assistant Area Engineer 
Corus Christi 

The dam on the 
Guadalupe River 
in Kerrville.

- Kenny Cuevas 

Safety Officer 
Bryan District 

Jamaica Beach 
in Galveston.

Christy Brown 

Maintenance 
Support Technician 
Dallas District 

Inside with the A/C 
and also in my friend's 
backyard pool!
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ayHurricane season runs from JunelI to Nov. 30, and TxDOT 
israd promptly respond in the event of storms 

and flooding. TeNational Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration predicts an"cieor extremely active" i 

season. TxDOT will use Twitter, Facebook an its 

w b i 1 r sd nsaeta o t 1 1 c n ii including 
contraflow and evacuation routes.  

Gov. Rick Perry signed Senate Bill 510 into law on 
May 2, requiring motorists who see a TxDOT vehicle 
or tow truck by the roadway to mv over into the 
next ners 1aet safely pass the vehicle or t 
slo dow t 20 miles below heposted speed 

limit. The law goes into Sp.effectSp..  

,ISan Antonio District Engineer Mario Medina, 28 y a x O eea ,rtrdJ n 0 eia 

began hsTDOT career in981nheLaredo Area 
Office sasmmrntr.Medina also served as 

1multimodal section director inteTransportation TXR 
Planning and Programming Division and Laredo T D T H g w yC n iin
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BE IN TN'S 
TOP PICS 
Thank you to all the employees who 
sent submissions for this issue's Top Pics.

Pr0 
~t

A special thanks to Leighann Heine for sending the 

summertime water-fun picture we're featuring in this issue.  

"Pictured are my grandchildren from Washington state enjoying the 

beach at Port Aransas. It's one of their favorite places to visit when 

they come to Texas!" 

Submitted by: Leighann Heine 
Office Manager / Laredo District 

For the next issue (Sept/Oct), the theme will be "What I Did for 
My Texas Summer Vacation." 

Send us pics of your summer vacation adventures in the Lone Star 

State. Whether it's a trip to the coastline, a hiking adventure out 

West, or barbecue in the backyard, your photographs could be 
featured in the next issue of TN. Please send your submissions to 

TNideas@txdot.gov by July 26. Be sure to include your contact 
information and share some details about the photo subject.

TxDOT 
CIIq 

CIIAIIENE 
11* FUTURE is Now

TvD'9T prowdes gr2 Yi 

opportunities for high school, college 

and university students who can 

participate in programs such as ti e 
Summer Employment Program.  

Conditional Grant Program or 

College Intern Progra  

Many of these students graduate, become part of 

the TxDOT family and make huge contributions 

to the department throughout their careers.

-'J-0. 
' 
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During the 2013 fall semester, the department 

will launch a new program, the TxDOT College 

Challenge, a competition among undergraduate 

student teams from four-year Texas colleges 

and universities. The students will create 

innovative solutions to the state's present and 

future transportation challenges and compete 
for awards including statewide recognition 

and prizes.  

"We're excited to offer this opportunity to the 

next generation of transportation industry 

professionals," said Texas Transportation 

Commissioner Jeff Austin III. "The entries will 

provide creative ideas that will benefit all of us." 

Entries from the multidisciplinary student

..  

v' 
ti

teams should reflect collaboration among 

engineering, science, marketing, finance or other 

academic fields. Teams can include up to five 

members. The TxDOT College Challenge entry 

will include short, written proposals and 3-5 

minute videos that explain the new concepts.  

Contest guidelines will be available in August 2013 

with entries due Nov.15, 2013. Winning entries 

will be announced at TxDOT's 9th Annual 

Texas Transportation Forum in San Antonio, 

Jan. 6-8,2014.  

TxDOT employees are invited to touch base 

with their alma maters to encourage them to 

participate and make their alumni proud.  

TN July Au'ue 011 5
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I AROUND THE STATE (

From the Panhandle to the Valley and all points in between, 
TN looks forward to bringing you transportation highlights happening throughout our great state.

SH 71 Super Street Project in Austin In May, the final changes were made 
to replace the traditional intersection at SH 71 and FM 973 in east Austin with an innovative concept 
called a Restricted CrossingU-Turn, better known as a Super Street.  

A Super Street re-routes the left-turn and through movements, requiring all motorists to turn right 
and make a U-turn at the next light. The design helps reduce delay and congestion at the intersection 
by more than 40 percent, making the roadway safer for everyone.  

Austin -will be the second city in Texas (San Antonio being the first) to feature this intersection design.  
To learn more about Austin's new Super Street, watch a short video on TxDOT's YouTube channel, 
TxDOTpio. Q

The new intersection 
on SI 71 opened in 
February as a Michigan 

ry- U-turn design and 
was converted into 
afull Super Street 
configuration in May.
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Beloved by some a 
considered an inv 
menace by others, 
burros have been 
wandering the sta 
Bend regionfor ce
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New Wild Burro Signs in South Brewster 
County In April, a Terlingua resident approached TxEOT's El Paso 
District to install cautionary signs to let drivers know that burros live in the 
region. The resident became concerned after two vehicle collisions occurred 
involving burros on a stretch of SH 118 in Brewster County.  

The department's sign design manual, which outlines the types of signs that 
can be placed on state's rights of way, was updated to include a wild burro sign.  
To increase driver safety in the area, the El Paso District installed two of the 
signs in June.  

Alpine Area Engineer Christopher Weber said, "We want to make motorists aware 
that the burros live in the area and to request the public to drive with caution."

6 TN July - August 2013
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DALLAS 

HUNTSVILLE 

O AUSTIN 

\4. J~ i 

\I C:,y 

VK 

-4- (x

From left to right: Dan Stoppenhangen of Pegasus Link 
hape, the 4-year Joint Venture; TxDOT Deputy Executive Director John 
Zclude the expansion, Barton; Dallas County Commissioner Mike Cantrell; 
.dges and roadways Dallas City Council Member Scott Griggs; Dallas City 
Trinity River, and Manager Mary Suhm; Dallas City Council Member 

siness district. Delia Jasso; Texas Transportation Commission 
Member JeffAustin III; Craig Holcomb, project 

P representatives champion; Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins; Dallas 
its impact to the Mayor Pro Tem Pauline Medrano; State Sen. Royce 
Lion of the city. West; Dallas City Council Member Monica Alonzo; 

Dallas City Council Member Sheffie Kadane; Dallas City 
will begin this Council Member Dwaine Caraway; Dallas City Council 
Once completed, the Member Carolyn Davis; Dallas City Council Member 
project every weekday Linda Koop; Balfour Beatty Construction Chairman 
s traffic congestion and and CEO Robert Van Cleave; Trinity Trust President 

h downtown Dallas. Q and CEO Dr. Gail Thomas; and TxDOT Dallas District 
Engineer Bill Hale.  

The group participated in a ceremonial horseshoe toss to 
commemorate the groundbreaking for the $798 million 
Horseshoe construction project in downtown Dallas.  

Bryan District's SH 19 Ribbon Cutting in Walker County 
The completed widening of SH 19 in Walker County was celebrated April 26 with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony. About 30 people attended the event.  

Work on the $14.3 million project began June 17, 2011 and consists of four-lane highway 
improvements, including exit and entrance ramps from I-45 to north of SH 30.  

The ceremony included brief addresses from Huntsville Mayor Mac Woodward, representatives 
from TxDOT including Bryan District Engineer Catherine Hejl, and other dignitaries.  

"Many people were involved with this important safety project," said Hejl. "Both state and local 
officials were instrumental in getting the funding. Both the Lubbock and Bryan Districts worked 
together to complete the design, and Smith and Company performed quality construction in a 
timely manner." 

TxDOT thanked the city of Huntsville, Walker County, and state Reps. Lois Kolkhorst and John 

Otto for their hard work in making the SH 19 widening project a success.

./ 

'-4-r

Approximately 30 people attended the 
April 26 ribbon-cutting ceremony for 
the completed SH19 widening project, 

including TxDOT representatives, and 
state and local officials.

Nf-...  

- '0 

I5-.  
44)

h 0

TN July - August 2013 7

) k~>i~

.mi 
X ew 

INAU 

_...,4

i&



-Ti 0

HAS LOTS TO 

ZERO ALCOHOL-RELATEd FATALITIES 

For the third year in a row, there were no alcohol-related fatalities during the 
annual 10-day citywide celebration, Fiesta San Antonio. And it's due in large part 
to the efforts of the Traffic Jam/Traffic Safety Coalition which was recognized 
by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) with a 
2013 Public Service Award.  

NHTSA Administrator David Strickland presented the award to the coalition 
for its "outreach efforts to reduce traffic-related fatalities and injuries in the 
San Antonio metropolitan area." 

"Three years in a row with no fatalities is amazing," said TxDOT San Antonio 
District Traffic Safety Lead Samuel Aguirre. "This was a huge win for us, 
especially with the increasing number of people attending Fiesta.  
Approximately 1 million more people come to Bexar County for Fiesta, and we 
are thrilled that we are saving lives by removing drunk drivers from the road." 

Aguirre attributed the zero fatalities and reduced number of driving
while-intoxicated arrests (332 this year, down from 373 in 2012) to an 
aggressive educational outreach campaign and the $20 prepaid debit 
cards that were made available to Fiesta-goers for a cab ride home from any 
event. The cards were made available at TxDOT's TransGuide offices, Fiesta 
events and on college campuses.  

Corporate sponsors, including Silver Eagle Distributors, Valero Energy Corp., 
Gabriel's Wine & Spirits, Yellow Cab, the San Antonio Police Department and 
the Fiesta San Antonio Commission, donated $50,000 to purchase 2,500 cards.  
The coalition hopes to have enough corporate sponsors next year to offer 
$40 prepaid debit cards to Fiesta participants for round-trip cab rides.  

Brightly colored backpacks that read "Fiesta Safe Rides. Line up a P-A-S-S 
(Person Appointed to Stay Sober)" were handed out at the festival to individuals 
after they signed a pledge not to drink and drive. Five area billboards with safety 
messages, and radio and television public announcements were also used in the 
educational campaign.  

"This was not a one-agency solution," said Aguirre. "Collaboration is the key, 
and we are always looking for new partners to join our safety efforts." 

There are currently 100 coalition members from the 12-county San Antonio 
District. Aguirre praised San Antonio Traffic Safety Specialists Robbi 
Smith and Mona Lisa Zertuche for their work with coalition members and 
community partners.  

Aguirre said the safety coalition's goal is to expand its success to other 
districts and encourage other traffic safety specialists to use some of their 
ideas, including their "No-Refusal" program every day of the week, not just on 
weekends, in Bexar County.  

"We had a best-in-class educational outreach program this year," said Aguirre.  
"And we have a best-in-class traffic safety coalition." 6)
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RESPONDING 
TO WEST

WEST TRAGEDY HITS HOME FOR RETIRING TxDOT EMPLOYEE 

Jim Busby's mother-in-law was on the other end of 

the phone. Her voice shaking, she told the TxDOT 

safety officer that the West fertilizer plant, about 

20 miles north of Waco, had just exploded. Her home, 
less than half a mile away, was hit hard, 

Busby's thoughts immediately turned to his wife's aunt, a resident of the West 

Rest Haven Nursing Home just 300 yards from the plant. Was she hurt? Was 

she alive? 

But Busby had a job to do. Coordinating TxDOT's assistance, he brought about 

a dozen TxDOT employees to help alongside the Department of Public Safety 

(DPS) and other Texas agencies. TxDOT personnel were on scene from April 

17 through May 3.  

Waco District's Director of Maintenance Tony Moran and Public Information 

Officer Ken Roberts, both part of the District Disaster Committee (DDC),

worked out of DPS headquarters in Waco. When Moran arrived, he said only 
one word could describe what he saw: chaos.  

"There were emergency responders and people everywhere. Homes were blown 
off their foundations, but everyone was doing something to help," said Moran.  

"People were driving around handing out water bottles and cold drinks." 

TxDOT's first responsibility was to get gasoline and diesel fuel to the site for 
the ambulances, fire trucks and other vehicles. "By seven the next morning," 
according to Busby, "we got two 300-gallon fuel trailers from the Bryan 
District and another four TxDOT pickups with 110-gallon tanks to the scene." 
TxDOT employees distributed 2,500 gallons of diesel and more than 700 
gallons of gasoline.  

The next TxDOT duty was managing traffic around the blast site. Employees 

manned nearby roadways, restricting traffic for safety and access control.  
Then, with help from contractor Williams Brothers Construction, manned 
sites were replaced with concrete barriers. Portable dynamic message signs 
were set up around town, informing responders and residents of emergency 
numbers and travel routes.  

Those same message signs were later used to direct traffic for the 
town's funerals.  

None of Busby's relatives were among the victims. As part of Rest Haven's 
evacuation plans, residents of the first wing had been moved out of their 
rooms before the blast occurred, which Busby credits with saving dozens 
of lives.  

Throughout his career with TxDOT, Busby worked floods, fires, hurricanes 
and tornadoes. He saw the toll taken by those disasters and managed to keep 
his emotions in check. But talking about West, he couldn't hold back tears.  

"For my mother-in-law and her sister, and for all the displaced residents and 
the families of the injured or killed, this was a disaster that changed lives," he 
said. "Apparently, it really got to me, too:" 

Handling the West tragedy was Busby's last official duty for the department.  
He retired May 1, just days after the final West funeral.  

"Those firefighters were all volunteers, placing the safety of the community 
ahead of their own. They were true heroes," he said.  

Other TxDOT employees were directly affected by the explosion. Some live 
or have family members that reside in West. The Waco District is collecting 
donations to assist those employees affected by the blast.

TN July - August 2013 9
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'DOT PARTNERS UP TO PROMOTE

Helping others find opportunities

1.KF

Bright Lights: Where Employees Shine on Crossroads received a letter 

of thanks from an El Paso businessman who received great service from 

Business Opportunity Program Specialist Benjamin Anyacho cf the Civil 

Rights Office (CRO).  

Anyacho brings a unique perspective to his work at TxDOT assisting with 

business certifications, because he owned a small manufacturing and 

marketing firm in his home country of Nigeria before he immigrated to the 

United States in 1999.  

According to Tom Cardenas of El Paso-based ECM Internat-onal Inc., Anyacho 

works with a spirit of service. Cardenas wrote to Bright Ligits: "Anyacho 

was in our offices several weeks ago, conducted interviews and made the site 

visit. His professionalism and organization allowed us to comply with all the 

requirements and receive a favorable response." 

Anyacho helped Cardenas navigate the process of earning te cualification as a 

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE). CRO also handles certifications for 

Historically Underutilized Businesses (HUBs) and Small Business Enterprises 

(SBEs). The certifications give businesses opportunities to bid on a wider 

variety of TxDOT projects.  

"At any given time, I will have 15 or 20 different files on my desk" said Anyacho. "We 

do our due diligence to make sure the businesses truly qualify for -he certifications." 

Anyacho, who has a background in finance, worked for the Un-versity of Texas 

when he first arrived in the United States from Nigeria and joined TxDOT 

three years ago.  

"I enjoy what I do, because I came to America to serve people," said Anyacho. "I 

think America is the epitome of opportunity, the flagship of freciom. Freedom 

is the most important thing." 

"The United States is the best place to achieve your dream. If you cannot reach 

your dream here, you can't do it anywhere." 

Read Bright Lights: Where Employees Shine on Crossroads and learn 

about more great TxDOT employees who represent our department so well.  

Send any compliments or thank you emails and letters tear yqu receive to 

AskTxDOT, so we can add your stories to Bright Lights. Check out Bright 

Lights at http://crossroads/brightlights/index.asp. M 
10 TN July - August 2013

_ ; 1 + 

Abilene residents participated in the first-ever Bike to School/Bike to 

Work Day in Abilene May 17. Sponsored by the Abilene Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO), TxDOT, the city of Abilene, Abilene 

Independent School District and the Abilene Police Department, the 

event highlighted bicycle safety and promoted public safety awareness.  

"Bike to School/Bike to Work Day is a great opportunity to educate citizens 

about the shared roads concept for motorists, bicyclists and pedestrians 

in our city," said Abilene MPO Director E'Lisa Smetana. "We can heighten 

bicycle and pedestrian awareness in our community and make Abilene a 

safer place for cycling or walking." 

The Bike to School event took place at Dyess Elementaiy, while the Bike to 

Work event at City Hall included a ride to the Center for Contemporary Arts 

where participants viewed TxDOT's "Safety Bling!" video.  

During the past year, the Abilene MPO and TxDOT have partnered on 

several activities to increase awareness of alternate forms of transportation 

and promote safety.  

"We have had motorcycle and walking events, and now we are focusing on 

bikes," said Abilene District Public Information Officer Darah Waldrip.  

Waldrip said partnering on these events not only draws attention to the 

activity itself, but it helps the public understand how TxDOT, the MPO and 

other partners are working together to enhance the transportation system 

for all users in the community. "Each time we do one of these events, we 

form new partnerships that become valuable resources for planning future 

projects and priorities," she added. 9
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RECOGNIZED 

HIDALGO

Pharr District Engineer Mario Jorge received the 2013 Hidalgo County Urban 

County Leadership Award during the county's annual conference in April.  

The award recognizes individuals and agencies for their exceptional work and 

contributions to small communities in Hidalgo County in the areas of community 

support, economic and community development, advocacy and resources.  

"Although I was very humbled and honored to accept the award, this is a team 

award," said Jorge. "It represents the great work done by our transportation 

planning and development team on numerous projects, our construction 

team for the successful coordination and construction of multiple projects, our 

operations team for the high standards of maintenance of our transportation 

system, and our administration team for excellent public relations work." 

Among the projects cited for the award include the construction of FM 88 in 

Elsa and the Pharr District's work with the Hidalgo County Drainage District 

on the drainage components of numerous projects providing relief to many 

flood-prone areas.  

Jorge gave special thanks to Valente Olivarez and his team at the Pharr Area 

Office and maintenance sections for being proactive in addressing multiple 

issues such as access management, drainage concerns, project coordination 

and implementation.  

"I know the same effort to achieve excellence goes on at every other area 

office and maintenance section in the district and it does not take an award 

like this for me to recognize it," said Jorge. "This award comes from the 

excellent customer service and responsiveness that these small communities 

in Hidalgo County received from each of our team members with whom they 

had contact."

e.



Texas billboard owners can now renew their outdoor advertising 
licenses and permits online by using an award-winning highway 
beautification application developed by TxDOT. The new 
program adds convenience for users by accepting payments 

TxDO ho'o online, as well as providing program materials and information 
on billboard inventories on demand.  

The National Association of Highway Beautification Agencies 
presented TxDOT with the 2013 Innovations Award for the new 
online application during its annual convention in Savannah, Ga 
held April 24-26,2013. Employees from the Right of Way (ROW) 
and Information Technology (IT) divisions collaborated on the 
project to automate the manual system that had been in use 
since 1972.  

"This award recognizes our program - the first of its kind in 
- the nation - as a model for regulatory licensing programs," 

said John Campbell, director of the ROW Division, which is 
responsible for the TxDOT outdoor advertising compliance 
program.  

4 -Campbell praised the coordinated effort among the staff 
members of ROW and IT.  

"The new online program means greater efficiency for TxDOT 
operations, greatly improving service to our customers and 
making better use of taxpayer resources," Campbell said.  

-^ TxDOT expects annual savings from the new online system 
will reach $550,000 each year. The department will make the 
highway beautification online application available to other 
states looking to provide a more efficient way to process annual 

Lef ,*.., : i g* 3n in A rd f t Ni renewal payments and provide an increased level of service for 

Sa'outdoor advertising sign owners.  
Sue'io Wendy Knand la audorAvrtsn Cmanc 'Agen Anhn Mina.  

How often do you find yourself passing the same people in the halls, day after day, 
and wondering exactly what that person does at TxDOT? In an organization as larce 
and dynamic as ours, making connections with others can sometimes be a challenge.  
In an effort to build and foster working relationships, the District Data Suoport Branch 
of the Transportation Planning and Programming (TPP) Division held ar open house 
for all employees within the division.  

With breakfast in hand, each visitor toured a series of 12 "stations' to earn more 
about the various aspects of their coworkers' responsibilities. Station topics included' 

highway designation minute orders, control sections, the Texas Reference Marker ''' '' da ',s 

System and the federal Highway Performance Monitoring System.  

"We were very pleased with this event," said Director of Planning Marc Williams. 'It ' 

was a great opportunity to bring our division employees together for a broader 
understanding of the role the District Data Support Branch plays within TPP. We hope 
to have more of these types of 'get-to-know-you' sessions in the future." 

Plans are already under way for future open house events. Be on the lookout for one 

near you! 6



WALKING T SUPPORT RELAY FOR LIFE 
Lufkin District employees recently participated in the local American since my battle - 18 years in September-and I feel for people going 

Cancer Society's Relay for Life event to support the fight against cancer. through it and want to inspire and let them see it's possible to get 

On May 4, Team TxDOT, made up of 17 employees, three retirees and through it." 

numerous family members, spent the evening into the wee hours of the Team organizer, Human Resources Specialist and Wellness Program 
morning walking laps around a track. Coordinator Tammy Oliver said she is very pleased with the efforts of

The event is a community fundraising walk that requires teams of 

people to camp out and take turns walking laps around a track to 

raise money and awareness. Survivors, family and friends of those lost 

to the disease, and those going through the fight, come together to 

celebrate, remember and honor those impacted by the disease.  

Team TxDOT included two cancer survivors, retiree Sandy Mettlen and 

Wanda McCoy, spouse of retired district employee David McCoy. Both 

women battled breast cancer and served as inspiration for the team, which 

held numerous events to raise money for participation in Relay for Life.  

"It was my first time participating and I really enjoyed it," said Mettlen, 
retired office manager for Lufkin Maintenance. "It has been a long time

district employees.  

"Our employees were very supportive of the various fundraisers for this 

great cause," she said. "Cancer seems to affect every family. The need 

is great to take care of the cancer victims and for more research to 

wipe out this terrible disease. I believe that is a part of why employees 

were willing to give. Another reason is because they are a great bunch 

of people." 

Oliver is already thinking about how Team TxDOT can improve 

on its fundraising efforts next year. The team raised just under 

$1,500 this year.
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RIGHT VEHICLE RIGHT TIME L RIGHT COST

As today's TxDOT continues to uncover ways to improve productivity, focus has turned to our fleet operations. Becoming 
agency challenges us to create the most value with the resources we have.

a best-in-class state

Currently, TxDOT owns more pieces of heavy equipment than we have employees to operate them. Reshaping the department's massive 
fleet of 16,000 heavy equipment and passenger vehicles provides a significant opportunity for efficiency and cost-savings. In many cases, the 
equipment had outlived its usefulness and lacked the new innovations and technology which would add safety and productivity.  

"Our maintenance sections work hard, and it's our job to ensure they have the very best and safest equipment we can provide, ready when 
they need it. Our job is to deliver the right vehicle, at the right time, at the right cost," said Chief Procurement and Deputy Administrative 
Officer Lauren Garduno. "We are focusing on the total cost of ownership, which means analyzing how we use, 
maintain and replace assets." 

Recently, a maintenance crew working with a 
piece of older road-widening equipment was 
completing about 1,800 feet a day. After renting 
a newer unit to complete the job, they were 
completing approximately 9,000 feet 
a day. The advanced technology of 
the newer equipment increased

y y y p .  
"With all the new initiatives, we can't 

help but win," said Taylor County 
Maintenance Supervisor Dwayne Justice 
in the Abilene District. "I see our fleet 
aging and spending much time under 
repair. Now we'll be retiring older 
equipment and leasing newer 
equipment which the vendor 
will service and maintain."
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RETIRING UNDERUTILIZEO EQUIPMENT 
TxDOT is identifying and retiring approximately 6,000 pieces 
of unused and underused equipment. Through the Fleet 
Forward initiative, the number of assets is expected to drop from 
16,000 to 10,000, a reduction of 37 percent. These efforts, 
combined with improvements in managing, purchasing and 
maintaining the department's fleet operations, will reduce the 
fleet's total cost of ownership, resulting in a savings of more than 
$500 million during the next 10 years.  

"Pulling just six older maintainers out of service as part of the 
pilot project in Abilene will save the department an estimated 
$2 million in maintenance costs over the next ten years," said 
Interim Fleet Division Director Dalton Pratt.  

TxDOT is rapidly removing unused assets from districts across 
the state. In addition to the pilot project districts of Abilene, Fort 
Worth and Tyler, TxDOT teams are identifying and removing 
assets from the Amarillo, Lubbock, Dallas, Paris, Austin, Yoakum, 
Houston and Beaumont districts.

TxOOT EXPANOS USE OF LEADING-EOGE GPS TECHNOLOGY 
The department recently issued a Request for Offer for an 
integrated fleet management system that will track the location 
and performance of all assets in real time using GPS. When 
fully implemented, the system can also be used to protect 
assets from theft and eliminate manual entry of asset 
maintenance data.  

"Fleet Forward will allow TxDOT to 
improve our operations," said Executive 

Director Phil Wilson. "By focusing on the 

assets we really need, we can improve 

the quality of our roads and highways."
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With more construction than ever underway along Texas roadways, TxDOT 
officials recently unveiled a new high-tech system to enhance safety and 
reduce collisions near highway work zones. Introducing the End-of- 
Queue Warning System at a May media event in the Waco District, TxDOT 
Executive Director Phil Wilson noted that in 2012, nearly 17,000 statewide 
work-zone crashes resulted in 132 fatalities and many more injuries. From 
January to May of this year, there were 4,713 work-zone crashes, resulting 
in 24 fatalities.  

The system, which debuted along the I-35 expansion corridor in the Waco 
District, uses sensors to measure speeds of approaching vehicles and 
warns drivers with portable electric signs about upcoming traffic backups.  
Also, temporary rumble strips are spaced between sensors to send mild 
vibrations to oncoming vehicles to alert distracted or drowsy drivers. . S 

"We're proud to unveil this innovative, new safety technology and are 
hopeful we can expand the system in other areas of the state," Wilson 
said. "This technology represents the future of roadway safety as it uses 
a comprehensive approach to warn drivers of traffic backups, thereby RUMBLE 
decreasingthe likelihood they will enter a work zone at an unsafe speed. Any STR S 

technology that has the potential to simultaneously protect motorists and AHEAD roadside maintenance workers is well worth pursuing." 

The advance warning system is being implemented as part of the 96-mile, 
Central Texas I-35 expansion project that will widen the highway from four 
to six lanes (eight lanes in Temple and Waco) and change two-way frontage 
roads into one-way lanes. The projects under construction in McLennan, 
Bell, Falls and Hill counties are scheduled for completion in 2017. Each day, The appropriate message displayed portable electronic 
between 55,000 and 115,000 vehicles travel through the corridor. signsleadingup to the constructionzone. The signs are usedi 

conjunctionwithrumble strips to alert drivers to the delays ahead.  
TxDOT and its partner contractors are deploying the high-tech solution 
where lane closures occur as a result of construction to give drivers 
advance warning of slow-moving traffic, said Waco District Engineer 
Bobby Littlefield.  

"When we use the term queue, we're talking about how traffic lines up as it 
merges from two lanes into one lane. That's where we have our conflict point.  
We're trying to alert the traveling public well in advance so they can make 
appropriate adjustments to their speed or their lane choice in anticipation 
of the work zone," Littlefield said at the media event. "This is the first time 1 _ 
that we've ever deployed a queue-detection system along with an audible 
device such as portable rumble strips." ®
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When you think about it, every day is Earth Day at TxDOT Our department is an 
earth-friendly leader among Texas state agencies. The department uses recycled 

roadway material, offers comprehensive recycling programs to employees statewide 
and encourages participation in the Clean Air Plan, where employees can earn 

time offwhen they bike, walk, take public transportation or carpool to work.  

On April 22, when Earth Day is celebrated around the world, TxDOT made a special effort to encourage 
employees to learn more about taking care of Texas. During the week of April 15-19, TxDOT Green, 
the department's recycling and conservation program, sponsored Earth Day events across the state.  

Atlanta District: Recycling Team Leader Stephanie Fahrney organized a plant swap and meatless 
potato bar lunch for participating employees.  

Austin Headquarters: Employees and community members enjoyed live music 
and compost presentations, and distributed six cubic yards of free compost.  

Childress District: Two hundred employees attended a presentation called the Face of 
Climate Change, which addressed the impact of climate change on the local area's water levels.  
Employees also received information on rain water harvesting and landscaping tips.  

Corpus Christi District: Employees joined the city of Corpus Christi and more than 
400 community members to collect 3.2 tons of trash along the shoreline. TxDOT provided 
road signs, safety vests, trash bags, sunscreen and a collection truck for the event.  

Dallas District:About 40 employees planted 400 plants in front of the DalTrans traffic 
management center, replacing the seven beds of plants that died during the past few hot summers.  

Laredo District: More than 1,000 students attended the city of Laredo's Earth Day celebration.  
The district's environmental staff presented a water erosion demonstration and distributed 
coloring books and other educational material to students. At the district office, the Employee 
Activity Committee organized an Earth Day T-shirt sale and held a silent auction.  

Pharr District: Staff participated in the city of Edinburg's Arbor Day Earth Day Festival 
that included a bike rodeo and tree sapling giveaways, attracting more than 600 people.  

San Angelo District: Thousands of people attended the San Angelo Children's Fair, where 
employees distributed 500 backpacks filled with goodies and child and traffic safety literature.  

San Antonio District: Maintenance staff members demonstrated proper tree planting, presented 
information on mass planting landscaping and gave a tour of native plant life on location for employees.  

Waco District: Employees hosted an exhibition and sold home accessories made from repurposed 
items. All profits were donated to a relief fund for the community of West, Texas, which was recently 
impacted by a fertilizer plant explosion.  

Thanks to all the TxDOT employees who hosted or supported Earth Day Events.

Would you like to do more to support the TxDOT Recycling 
Program?Join TxDOT's Green Partner Program. Contact Sam 
Reyes at (512) 302-2422 or Lola Lee-Amador at (512) 302-2424 
if you have other program-related questions or comments.

Tre
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STARTING WITH 

SAFETY 

New training increases safety in Tyler 

The Tyler District launched an in-depth study of both its safety program 
and its internal communications to improve its safety numbers in the state.  
The results boils down to: no program will be successful if its goals and 
objectives cannot be communicated in a meaningful way.  

It was determined the quickest way to make a difference was to formalize 
the outline and contents of the daily pre-work safety meetings each 
section holds.  

"We'd been telling our guys to have daily safety meetings, but no one ever 
told them what they needed to cover," Krantz said. "That led to a lot of, 'Can 
everyone hear me? Good. Y'all know what to do, now go do it safely."' 

The updated Tyler Tailgate Meeting Outline has five parts, including an 
introduction of employees and contractors on the job that day; the project 
limits, limitations and phasing; traffic control plan; roles of each employee 
and contractor; and a time for questions.  

Using the outline every day covers short- and long-term 
communication objectives. In the short term, employees and contractors 
hear information given in an orderly, logical manner, which reduces 
confusion on the job site.  

"The long-term benefit," Krantz said, "is that in using the same outline every 
day, every employee learns to think about our work in the same way. That's 
a training tool. It also creates opportunities for other employees to lead 
the safety meeting, and know they're doing it correctly. That's employee 
engagement and workforce development." 

Another area that needed work was the daily safety message delivered by 
the district's safety point of contacts (SPOCs) prior to the crews heading 
into the field for the day. To ensure future safety messages are relevant, 
Krantz and Tyler District Safety Officers Jeremie Castleberry and Tracy 
Monds met with district SPOCs for their input on the creation of a library 
of safety topics. The SPOCs were then assigned a series of topics to 
research and report back in a month.  

The group then worked to hone the new safety information into simple, 
5-to-10 minute presentations that put a premium on audience engagement 
so that any employee could give the presentation. Many sections are 
now rotating the responsibility of presenting the daily safety message 
throughout the entire crew.  

The Tyler District is providing additional safety, communication and 
leadership training to future SPOCs, now called "Safety Leaders" in Tyler, 
through a formalized, year-long program prior to taking over as a SPOC.  

We want to set them up to succeed as Safety Leaders," Krantz said. "And 
also to prepare them for future positions they may hold in the department.  
The path to success in Tyler starts with safety."
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THE END OF THE SESSION 
Ktr to Tgislature Wraps Up * 

By Senior State Legislative Representative Jerry Haddican

When the final gavel 

came down to adjourn 

the 83rd Texas 

legislative session, 

legislators had improved 

safety for TxDOT 

workers, granted 

additional authority 

for TxDOT to enter into 

strategic projects and 

began to address the 

road and bridge damage 

in areas impacted by 

energy production.

One issue that remained 
unaddressed during the regular 
session was transportation 
funding. However, as soon as 
the regular legislative session 
ended, Gov. Rick Perry called 
the Legislature back into a 
special session to address 
redistricting. And on June 10, 
Perry expanded the scope of 
the special session to include 
transportation funding.  

Below are summaries from a 
few bills that passed during the 
regular session.  

Senate Bill 510: One of the 
first bills that Perry signed 
this session was a measure to 
make highway work safer for 
department employees. SB 510 
requires drivers to move over 
one lane or slow down when 
approaching certain TxDOT 
vehicles that are not separated by 
a traffic control device.  

"When drivers approach one of 
our vehicles that's flashing its

warning lights, they either have 
to move over a lane, if the road 
has at least two lanes of traffic, 
or reduce their speed," said 
Jerral Wyer, Occupational Safety 
Division director.  

Specifically, the law mandates 
drivers reduce their speeds by 
20 mph if the speed limit is 
25 mph or more, or slow down 
to 5 mph if the limit is less than 
25 mph. The law takes effect Sept. 1.  

According to Wyer, it comes at a 
good time. Last year, construction 
and maintenance work zone 
crashes in Texas claimed 134 lives, 
including state and contracted 
workers and motorists.  

Senate Bill 1747/House 
Bill 1025: Last summer, the 
department-as part of the 
legislative process and at 
the direction of Sen. Tommy 
Williams, chair of the Senate 
Finance Committee-requested 
that the Legislature appropriate 
$1.6 billion to repair and armor

state roads that were impacted by 
trucks used in energy production.  

When the dust settled in the 
last few days of the legislative 
session, the Legislature approved 

$450 million to be split among the 
state facilities and counties. In 
addition, TxDOT is the state agency 
responsible for distributing money 

among the counties.  

Senate Bill 1730: With the 
passage of SB 1730, chronically 
congested roads in metropolitan 
and urban areas will see some 
improvements. TxDOT was given 
comprehensive development 
agreement authority for seven 
new projects, including Interstate 
I-35W in Tarrant County, Loop 12 
in Dallas County and the Harbor 
Bridge in Nueces County. TxDOT 
has used this authority in the past.  
It allows the department to work 
with private entities to develop 
projects. Mega projects like the 
LBJ 635 in Dallas and the southern 
segment of SH 130 in Austin were 

constructed under this model.

Salary Increase and Retirement System Changes

W 3W 
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The Legislature took two major actions that directly impact the 
department's greatest assets: its people. Lawmakers approved a 3-percent 
pay increase for most state workers, with a 1-percent hike taking place 
in the new fiscal year, and an additional 2-percent increase occurring in 
fiscal 2015. Each increase carries a $50 minimum bump in pay. Look for 
your first raise in the paycheck you will receive in October.  

Due to concerns about the actuarial soundness of the Employees 
Retirement System (ERS) pension fund, legislators made changes to the 
pension system. Beginning in fiscal year 2014, active state employees 
will contribute 6.6 percent to their retirement accounts, while the state 
contribution rate will remain at 6.5 percent. Beginning Sept. 1, 2014, the 
employee contribution rate will climb again to 6.9 percent, and the state 
contribution will increase to 7.5 percent.  

In addition to these changes to the contribution rates, retirement 
eligibility has also been adjusted for future state employees. Under the 
rules, employees hired after Aug. 31 will now have to meet the minimum 
age requirement of 62 years old and the standard Rule of 80 (age plus 
years of service) to be eligible for full retirement benefits. Current 
employees are exempt from these new eligibility standards.  

More information about these legislative changes and other benefit 
information that impacts state employees can be found on the ERS 
website at www.ers.state.tx.us.



PORTABLE SAFETY: 
Like many TxDOT maintenance employees, Brownwood District Transportation 
Technician Dusty Huie has seen plenty of distracted drivers while flagging traffic.  

"A lot of people are on the phone," he says. "But the weirdest thing I ever saw 
was a guy playing a guitar while he was driving through a work zone." 

Fortunately, Huie and many other district employees are spending less time 
flagging traffic thanks to portable traffic signals and Automated Flagger 
Assistance Devices (AFADs).  

Portable traffic signals are trailer-mounted devices with three LED light signal 
heads of red, yellow and green. The solar-powered, light-emitting diode units 
have many advantages for construction and maintenance operations.  

"The biggest benefit is worker safety," said Carl Johnson, Brownwood District 
operations director. "The portable signals can operate with detection, which 
means the signal will remain red until an approaching vehicle is detected, then 
turn green to allow the motorist to proceed through the work zone without a 
flagger on the road. The signals can also be operated by remote control if the 
work zone involves highly variable traffic patterns requiring the use of a pilot car.  

Drivers can see the signal much sooner than they would a flagger and can 
navigate the work zone easier with the advance warning. For this reason, some 
maintenance sections have found that the signals are especially useful for 
working traffic control during a crash, especially at night.  

"The signals also free up an additional crew member (or two) who can actively 
work on a project instead of flagging traffic. While safety is the main reason for 
using the devices, the enhanced productivity is a big bonus," Johnson said.  

The AFAD units are smaller devices that are operated by remote control and 
are typically used for short-term lane closures on two-lane highways. Although a 
crew member must manually operate the device, this task can be performed off 
the roadway where it is much safer for the employee.  

Both devices have an easy setup that takes about 10 to 20 minutes. When the 
traffic control plan calls for multiple devices, they can be towed in tandem.  

Brownwood was the first TxDOT district to begin using these devices in 2008.  
There are eight each of the portable signals and AFADs and are used throughout 
the district. Most districts now have the devices, and Brownwood staff members 
continue to offer training in other districts who want to learn best practices. 4

SIGNALS PROTECT WORKERS, 
ENHANCE PRODUCTIVITY
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Brownwood District Transportation Technician Dusty Huie setsupthe 

portable traffic signal for amaintenance operation in McCulloch County.

PHIL WILSON: AGENCY
( NADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR 

On June 14, TxDOT Executive Director Phil Wilson received the Agency 
Administrator of the Year Award from the Texas Public Employees 
Association (TPEA). Wilson was honored for his work on behalf of state 
employees and for participating in a productive dialogue with TPEA 
and lawmakers to solve critical issues affecting state employees. Gary 
Anderson, the association's executive director, presented the award to 
Wilson. TPEA is the state's oldest and largest state government employee 
organization, with more than 17,000 members. 0
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Assistant Maintenance Supervisor 
Darrenn Fountain has worked for TxDOT's Lufkin District for 19 years.  

He is a second generation TxDOT employee, with dad Jerry Fountain having 
served almost 30 years, working mostly in the San Augustine Maintenance 

office where Darrenn works now.  

A graduate of San Augustine High School, Darrenn is married to his high 
school sweetheart, Kim. They have three children and five grandchildren.  
They live in northwest San Augustine County, in a place they jokingly call 
"Fountaintown" because most of his family lives within 400 yards of each 
other. He worked as a logger for 11 years with private industry before starting 
work with TxDOT in 1994.

What does an assistant maintenance supervisor do? 
I maintain plans, inventory, and job activities; 
coordinate with contractors and inspectors and 

make sure the Compass system is updated.  

What is your district doing to make TxDOT a best
class agency? We make sure we're well-trained and 
responsive to citizen needs. We ensure the roadways 

are well-maintained for the traveling public.  

iPad, Kindle or a real book? I prefer the feel of a real 
book with actual pages and the way the words are 

printed on them. My wife has one of the electronic 

devices, and I don't like the contrast between the 

words and the background.  

Does your family have any July 4 traditions? Every 
July 4, my family gathers at my mom's house for a good, 
old-fashioned fish fry. It's easy to get together since we 
live so close to one another. Once it gets dark, we pop 

the fireworks to finish the celebration.  

What makes the Lufkin District the best? I'd have to 
say leadership and teamwork. All of our district staff is 
dedicated and committed to doing great work we can be 
proud of every day. We also watch out for each other to 
keep everyone safe.  

Favorite snowcone flavor? Bubblegum.  

How do you make a difference every day at TxDOT? 
By making sure everyone keeps safety in mind and 
fulfills their duties to get the job done.  

What was your favorite subject in high school? 
My favorites were world and Texas history. I was 
very interested in the Pacific Theatre of World War II.

How does your district make sure that safety is a top priority? 
Safety is our culture. We eat, sleep and breathe safety from the 

first thing in the morning to the last thing at night.  

Who is the most famous person you've ever met? 
Brenda Valentine. Most folks know her as the lady who hosts 
the Bass Pro Shop productions. I got a chance to meet and visit 
with her for about 45 minutes once.  

For backyard barbecues - charcoal or gas grill? We prefer 
to put wood in a pit and to cook ours that way. However, gas 
grills are easier.  

What do you want the public to know about TxDOT? That we 
recognize the public's needs for good roadways, and we make 
the best use of the materials we have to make that happen.  

That's important because we know practically everyone out 
here, and they're not shy about asking questions.  

Where will you go on vacation this summer? We'll probably 
drive down to San Augustine Park about 25 miles from here 
and camp out.  

Is there a place in Texas you'd love to visit but haven't yet? 
It would be Big Bend National Park. We've been to the 
mountains in several states such as Wyoming, Colorado 
and Montana but never to the other side of our state.

24 TN July - August 2013
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Where Am I? Q'

STATE STARTS HURRICANE PREPARATIONS
On May 31, TxDOT and other state agencies participated in a hurricane 

preparedness exercise at Austin Bergstrom International Airport. The 

event was hosted by the Texas Department of Public Safety Division 

of Emergency Management, and showcased the state's plans and 

resources to manage storms. The Atlantic hurricane season began 

June 1, and ends Nov 30. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration predicts that the region could experience 13 to 

20 named storms, of which three to six could be major hurricanes.
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MILESTONES

District:
30 
25 
20 
5

35 Benito C. Olibas Jr.  
25 Elmer Green Jr.  

Richard C. Parkhill 
15 Kristi D. Barron 

Virginia C. Guelker 
Robert D. McGough

30 
25 
20 
15

Joe B. Chappell 
Reid W. Steger 
Daniel C. McFaul 
Daniel H. Coaly

rintet 
30 Miles R. Garrison 

Henry L. Murray Jr.  
25 Jimmy D. Smithson 
5 Stephanie M. Fahrney 

Austin 
30 Edmond L. Bisland Ill 

Lowell D. Choate 
David C. Havins 

25 Randall D. Smith 
20 Jimmy W. Holland 

Jamie D. Witten 
15 Eric W. Buchhorn 

Marisabel Ramthun 
5 Robert B. Bolin 

20 Cory W. Taylor 
15 Jon C. Clark 

Sue Tidwell 
10 William J. Owen

Arthur K. Moseley 
Margie B. Poe 
Darril L. Wright Sr.  
Leonard D. Degal

30 Alonzo V. Butler 
20 Sonia L. Vernon 
15 Richard H. Hoke 

James M. Martin Jr.  
Wahida Wakil 

20 Rhonda L. Collinsworth 
Fernando C. Garcia 

15 Thomas G. Allbritton 

20 Valdee L. Weems II 
15 Jose A. Garza 
5 Ryan W. Quigley 

ffs 

50 Kenneth D. Powers 
30 William L. Hale 
25 Christophe G. Bruner 

Charles G. Myers 
20 Craig M. Burgan 
15 Joel Garcia 

James R. Luman 
Ken E. Roberts 
Lynn H. Salazar 
Brian K. Wester 

10 Hector C. Cabuto 
5 Brandon C. Bowie 

Louis McDow Ill 

El Paso 
15 Fernando Serrano
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20 Ronny L. Lehrmann 
Domingo G. Martinez 

15 Grzegorz A. Gorecki 

Danny L. Parker 
10 David A. Peugh 
5 Burke A. Kennedy 

25 Thomas R. Comeaux 
Alice E. Huang 
Wanda L. Johnson 

20 Lynise D. Charles 
15 Royce L. Macha 

Kevin T. Parker 

Reginald C. Phipps 
10 Faith C. Burnett 

Paul D. Shedd 
5 Vernon R. Herndon 

Albert Martinez 

Lrdo 
20 Rogelio P. Benavides 

Antonio Sarmiento Jr.  
15 Roberto S. Rodriguez Jr.  
10 Humberto Gonzalez Jr.  

25 Jimmy F. Harris 
15 Terry L. Harris 
5 Brandon W. Caro 

25 Richard D. Modisette 
20 Rhonda H. Barton 
15 Kimberlee A. Freeman 

odessa 
25 Lenora W. Fisher 

Victor M. Mondragon 
20 David J. Alvarez
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30 James L. Sisson 
25 Monte L. Rater

20 Evodio Cortina Jr.  
Antonio Reyna 

5 Claudio McKee 

35 Bobby B. Chenault 
20 Robert A. Martin 

Rodney J. Tucker 
15 Jerry R. Lewis 

Reba F. Thompson-Edgar 

15 Brian T. Jasik 
5 Eric Hernandez

25 
20 
10

Dale T. Booth 
Cynthia J. Jeanes 
Jeremie B. Castleberry

Division/ 
Office/Region: 

25 James M. Bass 
15 Gabriela T. Garcia 

20 Karin M. Faltynek 
15 Jill R. Collett 

5 Kelle A. Chancey 
Mark S. Constable 
James G. LaFuente 
Robert L. Marchant 

30 Bruce K. Matusek 
15 Cherise L. Delong 

Armenthia M. McPeters

25 Joanne R. Wright

35 
30 
15

30 Jessie R. Henry 
Jerry L. Kindred 

15 Gary L. Wilcox 

30 Dennis P. Sims 
25 David W. Brooking 

Perry C. Kunkel 
15 John D. Beer 
10 Shaun R. Barnes 
5 Jeremy J. Walters

Steven J. Ward 
Cathy J. Long 
Steve E. Riley

15 Christine M. Wilson 

Innovative Pinanciny/ 

25 John P. Munoz 

25 Marjorie L. Roberts 
20 Jeffrey M. Sweetland

30 Gary R. Love 
25 Stephen E. Anderson 

25 Ulysses Flores 

Regional Support 

15 Bruce G. Brooks 

wioal Support 

30 Royce F. Trojacek 
15 Steven S. Mortimer 

Paul J. Stambaugh 

'uional Support 

15 William C. Morton Ill 

Research & Technology

10 Frank Espinosa Jr.

25 Frank P. Holzmann 

35 Wanda B. Ealey 
15 Haydee C. Cannon 

5 Pl.eon manning 

25 Paul K. George

n 

40 Melissa H. Wilson 
15 Gabriel D. Bautista 

Denson C. Brumley
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M LESTONES 
june 2013 Service Awards

District:

15 John W. Scifres

25 Lewis 

15 Laura 

Cody

L.  
L.  
E.

30 Paula M. Sales-Evans 

25 Fred J. Hill 
Gerald W. Welder 

20 Kenneth D. Kunkel 

15 Steve J. Acuna 

John D. Cobb 
Marcus Jacinto 

Doyle E. Perkins Jr.

Miller 

Alwan 

Harris

25 Stephen B. Metcalf 

20 Ray E. Brady 
Siong Z. Wong 

15 Billy F. Allen 
Kelly R. Medders 

5 Bryan M. Paige 
Marcus P. Smallwood 

20 Tracy L. Cooper 

15 James C. Billek 
Jerry L. Loges 

5 Leslie F. Winans Ill 

30 Layton L. Brown Jr.  

20 Taina D. Bonilla

30 
20 
10

James M. Robertson 

John Sifuentes Jr.  

Newman P. Bing

15 Tony C. Kidd

25 
15 
10 
5

Hayley M. Pierce 
Vicki N. Farmer 

Jason S. Salg 
Christopher A. Franco

25 Arlene Fresquez 
15 Michael A. Armendariz 

Marion W. Hodson 

James M. Weber 

25 Loyl C. Bussell 
Donald C. Fulbright Jr.  
Steve D. Parker 

20 Rudy L. Ray 
15 Jason W. Medders 

20 Robbie J. Pugh 
15 Karen D. Parnell 

Jessie Tamayo 
10 Alfonso T. Sanchez 

Connie L. Shinker

20 Jose L. Franco Ill 

15 Tinker R. Ramsey 
5 Arnulfo Longoria Jr.  

20 Jose A. Chavarria 

15 Donald M. Maddux 

15 Deborah A. Hensley 
10 Teresa E. Knight 

25 Stanley L. Evans 

20 Leopoldo Johnson 

Joseph E. Leal Jr.  

5 Luis Solis 

35 Pablo Rubio 
30 John R. Dewitt Jr.  

25 Travis W. Murr 

35 Michael P. Barker 

30 Derrick G. Burke 

Pablo G. Talamantez Jr.  
20 Ruben Garcia 

Kenneth J. Michalik 
15 Juan M. Contreras 

Melissa M. Romo 

10 Enrique G. Santos Jr.  

5 Benjamin N. Buckelew
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Professional
30 Raymond K. Johnson 

30 David L. Curry 
20 Jennifer C. Fouke 

15 James D. Clawson 

Jefferey L. Seay 
Carl D. Snow 

10 Danny L. Burnett 

10 Kyle J. Poirot 

20 Johnny C. Novak 

Division/ 
Office/Region: 

25 Connie L. Bohuslav 

5 Kari A. Campbell 

20 Brian M. Mosser 

Lucio Trujillo 
10 Patricia T. Trujillo 

25 Jodi K. Hodges 
5 Rosemary Barnes

25 Griselda S. Martinez 

20 Richard R. Halweg 
Michael E. Smith 

5 Ernest T. Lee 

15 Rodney Concienne 

5 Melissa M. Meyer 

30 Theresa D. Wilson 

10 Patrick A. Schneider

30 Shirley Foster 
15 Leigh A. Kennedy 

15 Kevin M. Kalstad 

15 Teresa J. Lemons

20 Jay R. Edwards 

30 Jimmy N. Munn Jr.

25 Brian R. Barth 

20 Jennifer L. Moczygemba 

,Aqtona s upport 

15 Jerry L. Hale 

Denise E. Wall 

Regional Support

25 Ralph Aleman

30 Bartola M. Diaz 

15 Robert A. Casarez 

10 Jeffrey R. Porter 

15 Lucio Vasquez 

15 Alesia S. Gamboa 

Monica G. O'Kane

Transportation 
anninq& Prmgrammin 

25 Robert C. Williams
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Nosy

District:
29 
28 
21 
16

36 Merrie T. Rogge 

26 Timothy R. Like 
19 Victor I. Rios 

31 Eddie J. Thompson

Joe T. Garza 
Janet Miley 
Michael L. Walton 
John D. McDaniel 
Robert E. Garza

James M. Allen 
John A. Debner 
Steven J. Lawrence 
John H. Colquitt

23 George T. Powers IV 
20 Pete A. Cereceres

21 
19 
13 
11 

31 
29 
29 
27 
12

10 James D. Matlock 

30 Gary J. Mizer 
27 Patricia S. Swindell

Jerry L. Cooper 
Paula E. Soto 
Otice C. Boyle 
Michael W. Baker 

Charles R. Tompkins 
Gerald G. Foster 
Rogelio M. Gonzalez 
Dora T. Jones 
Alejandro Galvan Jr.

14 Glenda H. Lane 

28 Tomas Beltran

25 Hilda A. Whetzel 

30 Kyle D. Walker 
6 Jackie D. Eaton 

34 Billy J. Goodrich Jr.  
23 Randall L. Bena 

Division 
Officclegpon 

29 Richard A. Garcia 

20 Susanna P.  
Vredenburgh 

13 Jerry D. Hulion 

18 Azalia S. Villarreal

Ovative 
'inancing/ 

7 Nancy L. Reinert 

6 Bradley C. Walker 

30 Louis D. Sierra 
28 Michael E. Meinecke 

8 Joe B. Ross 

28 Byron B. Kunze 

10 Earl W. McGlothlin 

"ic 

27 Charles A. Riou 

24 Erlath E. Engelhardt

NOS

District: 

31 David A. Hall

27 Allen L. Parr 
24 Gregory A. Frazier 

17 Celso A. Harper

Duane L. Browning 
David S. Maxedon 
David W. Bell 
Jeffery W. Vayon

31 Barry L. Atkinson 

31 Gary L. Stegall 
26 Paul E. Williams 
14 Deborah K. Hicks 

13 Thomas F. Friday

28 
28 
26 
22 
20 

7

Arnest N. Kime 
Daniel S. Kirschbaum 
Joel P. Shawver 
Mary E. Hobson 
William B. Henry 
Rudolph J. Trujillo

24 Sigifredo Bustos Jr.  

30 TN July - August 2013

34 Gregory W. Schultz 
31 Thomas B. Tucker 
31 Michael J.  

Montalbano Jr.  
28 Mark W. Burkitt 
27 Robert J. Fanning Jr.  
26 Robert C. Cantrell 

8 Larry R. Bisceglia 

25 Rosa E. Trevino 

20 Ellen S. Yates 

24 Lee Ann E. Miller 
11 James O. Watts 

20 Charles R. Granstaff 
19 Billy C. Pannell

r P

33 George W. Gorman 
19 Nelva E. Sullivan 

15 James M. Massey 

26 Jimmy L. Busby 

19 Enrique P. Martinez 
9 Gerald C. Moore 

Division/ 
OffieelRegio: 

33 Elizabeth D. Casper 

19 Eduardo Rodriguez Jr.

29 
29 
27 
19 
14

31 
31 
26 
26



District:

Horace Davis 
ROW Agent 
Years of Service: 22 
Retired: 1993 
DOD: 4/24/2013 

Jack A. Johnson 
Auditor 
Years of Service: 14 
Retired: 2012 
DOD: 5/9/2013 

George Cooper 
Maintenance Technician IV 
Years of Service: 26 
Retired: 2010 
DOD: 5/10/2013 

Robert "Bob" Sanders 
Thornburrow 
District Engineer 
Years of Service: 34 
Retired: 1981 
DOD: 5/12/2013 

31 Larry W. Halterman

W.F. Mathews 
Designer 
Years of Service: 29 
Retired: 1979 
DOD: 2/26/2013 

Louis Olenick 
Maintenance Supervisor 
Years of Service: 29 
Retired: 1993 
DOD: 2/8/2013 

Willie J. Macha 
District Shop 
Retired: 1984 
DOD: 5/5/2013 

Harry Zander 
Maintenance 
Years of Service: 30 
Retired: 1987 
DOD: 5/7/2013

Where are 
they now?

17-1

Salvador Mercado stands 

next to the new Panama 

Canal construction site.  

The new canal is scheduled 

to be completed by 2015.

TV, newspapers and magazines frequently devote time and space to 

detailing where celebrities have gone and what they're doing today.  

At TxDOT, our celebrities are our retirees who have made our agency 

what it is today. This feature highlights individuals who have faded from 
sight but not from our memories.

Salvador A. Mercado retired as the Laredo District deputy district 
engineer in 2005 after 28 years of service with the department. After 

he retired, he started working with a consulting firm called AMEC and 
teaches work zone safety control classes with Texas A&M University.  

He is also a certified value specialist and is involved in value engineering 

28 Mark D. Pollard studies throughout the United States.

27 Linda L. Akin

13 Lloyd J. Matheson 

20 Sandra J. Sprinkle 
12 Renee D. Blisard 
11 Mercedes Fidelman

28 
26 
14 

33 
26 
24 

6

Keith A. Braddock 
Susan Leanox 
Jo Anne Otten 

William E. Spooner 
Amber M. Allardyce 
Sheila M. Gaden 
Mauricio G. Vasquez

36 Toni B. Kirkland 
27 Lila L. Peveto 

28 Kenneth W. Meyer 

29 Jeffery S. Cagle 

19 John B. Zimmerman 

5 Billie R. Crumley 

19 Brenda J. Harper 
16 Ofelia F. Noriega

Mercado and his wife, Hilda, a retired counselor, travel with family 
and friends when their schedule permits, and he has joined his wife in 

restoring a couple of homes. He also assists the Boy Scouts when he can 
as well as attends career fairs at local schools. Both of his sons are in the 

field of education, and Mercado enjoys catching a movie once in a while 
with them.  

On a recent trip, Mercado, Hilda and some friends traveled to the 
Panama Canal on a cruise ship. They visited Aruba, Curacao, Costa Rica, 
Columbia and Panama. They crossed the existing canal and visited the 
site of the new canal.  

If there's a retiree you think might be a noteworthy subject for 
"Where Are They Now?" please send an email to Bill Powell at 
Bill.Powell@txdot.org or call him at (512) 463-8606.  

Please include a contact phone number for the person you want to 
recommend. Also include the district and what the individual did 
while at TxDOT.  

With your help, your favorite former TxDOT employee may be in 
our next issue. Q
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I'm Judy Mitcheli, an office technician in the General Services 
Division, and this is my journey to wellness.  

}p 

I had been thinking about quitting smoking for a very long time. When I heard I would have to pay $30 
more a month for insurance as a smoker and that the price of cigarettes was going up again, I said enough 
was enough! About that time, someone told me about the WorkLife Balance Freedom from Smoking 

Program, and it just so happened a class was about to begin at Camp Hubbard in Austin. I signed up 
figuring I had nothing to lose. If it worked, great, and if not, that was OK too.  

I didn't have a whole lot of faith that it would work. Funny thing happened - they proved me wrong! I met 
some really nice people who were all struggling like I was, and with the support I received there, I was able 

to quit smoking after 40 years.  

But, then I worried I would gain weight now that I wasn't smoking, and I was already overweight, so 
without using the word "diet," I told myself I would slowly change some of my eating habits. Then I told 
myself I would slowly begin to walk small distances which became longer and longer with time.  

To make a long story short, with the guidance and support of the Worklife Balance Program, it has been 
almost two years since I have had a cigarette, and I have lost 60 pounds. Contact your local WorkLife Balance 

Coordinator to learn about the wellness 
Knew I had nothing to lose if the program did not work, but I certainly had no idea how much I had to gain program and start your journey today! 
if it did work. Now, I can retire next month feeling better than I have in years. Thank you Worklife Balance, 
you changed my life! I 

myself~~~~w a I wol lwybgnt aksaldsacs hc eaelne n ogrwt ie


