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TOUCH WITH NATURE, 
MANHANDLE IT.  
With an available 5.7L V8 cranking out 381 horses at 401 lb-ft of torque, the "Most Dependable Large Pickup" 

7 years running definitely makes its mark. - J.D. Power and Associates, 2012 

buyatoyota.com 
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'Tis the Season to Give and Save! 
Subscribe now to receive 10 issues for $20 

and give a gift subscription at no additional cost.  
That's two subscriptions for $20! 

My Subscription: 

Name 

Address 

City/State/ZIP 

E-mail 
Please e-mail me new features and offers from Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.  

Gift Recipient: 

Name 

Address 

City/State/ZIP 

Q Check here if you are ordering one subscription only.* 0 Payment Enclosed Q Bill Me 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. This offer good for new U.S. orders only. Ten issues produced annually.  
*Cost if only one subscription ordered is $12. Please list additional gifts on separate sheet of paper ($10 each).  
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IA EN CLARY is a self-avowed plant nut. She can't 

remember a time when plants didn't interest her. Karen, who is a 

regular Flora Fact contributor, remembers the first time she knew 

she had a problem was when, at about the age of 6, she stole a bag 

of lima beans from the pantry and planted them. "I think I wanted 

to see if Jack in the Beanstalk was a true story 

or not," she says. "I got caught when my 

mom discovered the bean plants com

ing up in the backyard." After earning 

degrees in botany, she pursued a career 

in conservation biology with the state 

Department of Transportation and 

later with TPWD. Last May she signed 

on with the Lady BirdJohnson Wild

flower Center. She finds the plant 

world to be a source of endless wonder 

and takes special delight in sharing her 

fascination with Texas plants.  

KRIS SHIPMAN'sinterest in and passion for volun

teerism began 15 years ago when she was an AmeriCorps VISTA 

member serving at the Texas Department of Health. She has served 

in various roles through tie years as a volunteer, a volunteer coor

dinator and an instructor on volun

teer management, and eventually 

served as president of the Directors of 

Volunteers in Austin to promote vol

unteer management as a profession.  

Kris, who wrote an article on volun

teering in this issue, works with hun

dreds of volunteers each year in her 

role as TPWD's Coastal Expo coordi

nator. Kris enjoys working with vol

unteers because it allows everyone to 

play a role and make a dif-erence in 

his or her community. A 

TIM SPICE has worked for the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department for 18 years in boater education and urban outreach.  

Tim, who wrote this month's Skill Builder on Dutch oven cooking, 

is well-respected for his culinary flair with Dutch ovens and out

door cooking. "My grandmother was known for her fried chicken, 

and my mother was a home economics teacher," he says. "That's

where I learned to cook." Tim loves to 

entertain, and he takes his outdoor 

cooking show all across Texas. "One of 

my friends sent me a Dutch oven when 

I was in Iraq," Tim says. "His note said: 

'Didn't want you to lose your touch."' 

You can learn more Dutch oven cook

ing tips from Tim on TPWD's 

YouTube channel (www.youtube.com 

/user/TexasParksWildlife) or his 

own YouTube channel (search for 

keyword Mequence).
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FROM THE P E N OF CARTER P. S M IT H 

She walked in the company of giants, men with boundless aspirations grappling with even larg

er political responsibilities on behalf of a great nation. Though diminutive in stature and hailing from 

the little Pineywoods town of Karnack, a world far, far away from the nation's capital and swirling cen

ter of political intrigue, Lady Bird Johnson was a quiet force of her own.  

Fortunately for Texas, she was a force of, and for, nature.  

As my colleague Rob McCorkle writes in this issue, Mrs. Johnson would have been 100 years young this 

year. Her spirit and legacy continue to loom large in the Texas Hill Country and beyond. Most remem

ber her for her tireless advocacy of native plants, the beautification of the nation's highways and the estab-

lishment of the nationally renowned Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.  

I choose to remember her for something different, namely "her rock." 

Nobody tells the story better than Pat Noonan. Noonan, a giant himself in the 

field of conservation, is the founder of the Conservation Fund. In the 1970s, Noo

nan was the director of the Nature Conservancy and was operating out of the con

servancy's D.C.-area office when he received an unexpected call. It was none other 

than Lady Bird Johnson on the line.  

Her request was a seemingly straightforward one, at least to her. Mrs. Johnson 

wanted him to come to Texas post-haste to help her save "her rock." There was only 

one thing to do when the former first lady called. So he hopped on a plane to Texas 

the next day, as he tells it with more than a little bit of glimmer in his eyes and a 

touch of humor in his voice, "to go see a lady worth seeing about her rock." 

Her "rock," as she affectionately called it, turned out to be a massive granite 

batholith, known for its perceived mystical and enchanted powers and its prominent 

place on the Hill Country landscape. For Mrs. Johnson, the site represented a 

favorite place to take out-of-town, and particularly out-of-state, guests for an invig

orating hike and a grand view of the Johnson family's beloved home ground.  

When Pat Noonan arrived in Texas, Mrs. Johnson didn't waste any time march

ing him right up to the top of the rock and announcing her concerns. As she 

patiently explained with her inimitable Southern charm, the owners encompass

ing this extraordinary geologic feature were thinking of selling the property, and

ler "roch, "S ass: 
fectioi ate ycah6 
turned outto be 

assi 
kanihk 

d enc ontet 

owers and it, 

0mineni place 

:idl Coun'I

a rock quarry devel-

oper was in the market for a new source of granite. Her concerns about the future of the place were pal

pable and undeniable.  

Her proposition, as Noonan tells it, was equally irresistible. "Pat, if you get this land under contract, 

I'll find you the money to buy it," she emphatically declared. And, as the annals of Texas conservation 

history will most assuredly attest, he held up his end of the deal, and she held up hers.  

The result of that grand bargain was, of course, Enchanted Rock State Natural Area, a Hill Country 

treasure that Texas families will continue to cherish, now and to come.  

I like her deal and hope you do, too.  

Thanks for caring about our wild things and wild places. They need you now more than ever.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.
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P I C K S, P A N S A N D P R O B E S F R O M O U R R E A D E R S

If we tried to write up a recipe for Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine for those who 

step into the kitchen to succeed us one day, the first two ingredients would have to be 

science and art. Without that base, you've got nada. It would be like trying to make a 

cake without flour and eggs.  

Back in the wartime austerity of December 1942, flour and eggs were about all peo

ple had to make a cake, and even those were precious. When you look at the first issue 

of this magazine that same month, the partnership of science and art already made up 

the core, but few ingredients were at hand to sweeten and flavor the 

"cake." What those early cooks lacked in ingredients, however, they 

made up for with humor and heart. The end result was a delightful and 

informative read, a treasured treat in a time filled with few desserts.  

In our modern kitchen here at Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, the 

shelves are filled with a wondrous array of ingredients and gadgets. At 

our fingertips are photographs that make us gasp with wonder and sto

ries that take us to the places of our dreams and memories. We have the 

privilege of spending our days creating pages filled with these marvelous J / 
ingredients, of cooking art and science in a kitchen that has kept the 

oven warm for 70 years.  

And you, dear readers, have been our companions at the kitchen table Ill i 
all this time. You sit down for a slice of our cake each month, and you 

stay a spell to share your own stories and photographs with us. This is "'What a joy 
no commercial kitchen, you see. This is Grandma's kitchen. We're not issue and 
going to use a mix. Just like Grandma, we're stirring in love and pas- efforts of Te 

sion every time we cook. and facilitat 

You can feel those secret ingredients in two fine articles by Manag- this won 

ing Editor Russell Roe this month. Russell combines thorough research NEHEMI 
with superb storytelling in the spellbinding tale of the once-vanishing 

red wolf. Russell also takes us back to another time of frugality, the Great

Depression, and the resulting Civilian Conservation Corps efforts in state parks.  

Using the natural materials around them, the CCC workers created iconic, function

al buildings and architectural features that we have all come to cherish.  

For this 70th anniversary, we also share with you some imagery from our archives and 

some reflections from those connected with us in special ways. Our staff may be few 

in number, but we are blessed by the assistance of countless others who lend expert

ise, advice and support.  

Looking back reminds us of not only how far we've come, but also why we're here.  

We're here not only for the land and water of Texas or for the plants that grow here or 

the creatures that roam this state. We're here for you. Our only desire is that you'll come 

visit our kitchen by reading the pages we lovingly concoct each month, and find here the 

information and inspiration you need to enjoy life in this natural wonder we call home.  

Thank you for 70 incredible years. We hope to keep the oven warm for many more 

to come.  

LOUIE BOND 
E D ITO R
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DESERT MEMORIES 
was looking through the October 2012 

issue of Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 

and saw the Table of Contents photo and 

thought I recognized the location. Sure 

enough, when I read the description it 

confirmed that it was in the Chinati 

Mountains. It was one of the 

first trips my wife and I 

made when we started dat

ing - circa 202. We left 

Big Bend Ranch and headed 

to Chinati Hot Springs.  

I remember thinking how 

we were really in the middle 

of nowhere and hoping I did 

not have any car trouble.  

Stopping and taking a picture 

there always stuck in my mem

ory, and I'm glad you could 

en up each help me revisit that time! 

ciate the TIM SPEYRER 

to preserve Austin 

d hunting in 
I state." VICARIOUSLY HUNTING 
1WLEN AND FISHING 

A after living and enjoying 

uper-bountiful hunt

ing in Fairfield County, S.C., for 30 

years, my life's calling in ministry 

brought me to Euless in 2007, ending 

my hunting days. But a bright light has 

been Texas Parks & Wildife magazine. What a 

joy to open up each issue and appreciate 

the efforts of Texans to preserve and 

facilitate good hunting in this wonderful 

state. My guns are gone, but I can vicar

iously "hunt and fish" in Texas through 

this magazine.  

NEHEMIAH NOWLEN 

Euless 

DISAPPOINTED IN HUNTING FOCUS 
am a relatively new subscriber to the 

magazine, and I am so disappointed in 

it. I am not exactly against hunting, but it

to op 
appre 
xans t 
e goo 
derfu 

AH NI 
Euless
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MAll CALL
is something that I would never do. I 

grew up on a farm in Minnesota, and my 

dad always hunted, but it is not for me.  

When I first saw some information 

on the magazine I thought it would be 

interesting and I would enjoy it, but the 

last two issues have had so much on 

hunting and I cannot even bring myself 

to read those articles! So I get to read 

half a magazine. Nowhere in the initial 

advertisement that I saw did it say "Texas 

Parks & Wildife for Hunters." October was 

a hunter's magazine, and I thought 

about writing then, but maybe it was a 

one-time thing ... well, no. November 

is the same. I am very disappointed! 

"The Outdoor Magazine of Texas" 

should not necessarily mean hunting! 

There is plenty to enjoy outdoors in 

Texas, or anyplace else for that matter, 

without a gun or bow in your hand.  

GAIL McKELVEY 

Hurst 

TP&W MAGAZINE RESPONDS: We strive 

to serve a wide audience with our coverage, and 

we regret thatyou're disappointed in the subject

matter of hunting during the fall months. This is 

a very diverse state and consequently so is the 

magazine's range of articles. We follow the sea

sons with our editorial mix - hunting in the fall; 

fishing and state parks in the spring; travel and 

ecology in the summer. The magazine'sgoal is to 

support the Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart

ment's mission by promoting hunting, fishing, 
state parks, history and conservation of wildlife 

and natural resources. We hope ou will be 

pleased with articles in future issues as the edito

rial mix changes. This month, learn about the 

Civilian Conservation Corps and the last stand of 

the red wolf among other topics.  

DALHART: A NICE PLACE TO VISIT 
really enjoyed your article on Dalhart 

I("XIT Marks the Spot," July 2012). I 

was a long-haul truck driver for many 

years, and I would always try to arrange 

my trips from Houston to Denver, Salt 

Lake City and Seattle (and the reverse) 

to where I could arrive in this friendly 

little town around suppertime. I would 

always stop at the small truck stop on 

the outskirts of town, fuel my rig, have 

a good hot meal and crawl in the sleep-

er for a good night's rest. I spent many 

a long winter's night in that warm sleep

er with the snow coming down and the 

wind howling like crazy outside, but just 

being in this friendly place always gave 

me a warm feeling. Unfortunately, I 

never really got to know anyone there, 

but the few people I would run across in 

my short times there were always warm 

and friendly. I've never had anything 

but good things to say about Dalhart.  

JOHN M. MASSEY 

Dodge 

Sound off for Mail Call 

Let us hear from yeua 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 
welcomes letters from our readers.  

Please include your name, address 
and daytime telephone number.  

rite to .at 
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine, 

4200 Smith School Road, 
Austin, TX 78744.  

Fax Ru at 512-389-8397.  
Email us at magazine@tpwd.state.tx.us 
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity,

A Hundred Years 
of Texas Waterfowl 
Hunting 
The Decoys, Guides, 
Clubs, and Places, 
1870s to 1970s 
R. K. Sawyer 
Foreword by 
Matt Kaminski 
Sawyer shares the rich 
lore and reminiscences 
of Texas hunters and 
guides during the 
mid-nineteenth to mid
twentieth centuries.  
8!x11. 288 pp. 26 color, 
175 b&w photos. 13 maps.  
32 figures. Index. $35.00 cloth

Continental Divide 
Wildlife, People, and the 
Border Wall 
Krista Schlyer 
Foreword by Jamie 
Rappaport Clark 
In unforgettable images 
and evocative text, 
Schlyer helps readers 
understand the border 
wall's impact on wildlife 
and the borderlands 
ecosystem.  
9x10. 192 pp. 173 color photos.  
Map. Bib. Index.  
$30.00 flexbound

On Politics and Parks Canoeing and Kayaking Amphibians and 
George Bristol Houston Waterways Reptiles of Texas 
Foreword by Natalie H. Wiest With Keys, 
Andrew Sansom Maps by Jerry Moulden Taxonomic Synopses, Political insider and Foreword by Bibliography, and national parks advocate Andrew Sansom 
Bristol fought for the full Longtime paddler Wiest Distribution Maps 
claim of Texas state parks offers a companion for Photographs by 
to the sporting goods tax anyone who wants to Toby J. Hibbitts 
in 2007. He tells his own experience Houston's 1,500 7x10. 544 pp. 294 color 
story in lively prose. miles of rivers, creeks, photos. 308 maps. 18 line 
432 pp. 70 b&w photos. Index. lakes, bayous, and bays. art. Glossary. Bib. Index.  
$30.00 cloth 9x10. 176 pp. 90 color photos. $39.95 flexbound 

37 maps. References. Bib. Index.  
$25.00 flexbound
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Give yourself the gift ofgiving this year.
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December is traditionally consid- average of $21.79 per hour nationally.  
ered a time of giving, and many of us Last year, Texas Parks and Wildlife 

reach for our checkbooks tc donate to k Department volunteers donated more 

worthy cause. There are other ways to than 078,ooo hours, valued at $16.5 

give, however, not only during the holi- million. TPWD volunteers provide sup

days but throughout the year. One of the port to our state parks, historic sites, fish 

best ways is to volunteer your time. hatcheries and outreach programs, 

Volunteering is not free - it requires assisting TPWD in its mission.  

commitment, time and talent. The serv- Volunteering is a "win-win" situation.  

ice you give is quite valuable; in fact, it's It's easy to see how TPWD benefits, but 

been recently estimated to be worth an what do the volunteers get out of the

experience? Volunteering s fun. It pro

vides an opportunity to travel, meet peo
ple and develop new friendships.  

Volunteering provides people an 

opportunity to support a cause they 

believe in and work cooperatively with 

others to solve a problem in society.  

It is one way for those who nave 

received benefits from an organization 

to give back. Volunteers develop a 

sense of community and feel pride in

12 * DECEMBER 2012
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their accomplishments.  

Volunteering can also provide benefits 

in the workforce. It is a great way to gain 
new skills, develop existing skills or 

explore different career paths.  

Volunteering provides an excellent 
opportunity to develop professional con
tacts and receive work experience. For 
those in high school and college, volun

teering can be an opportunity to receive 

class credit or gain insight into profes

sional opportunities.  

Volunteering is actually good for your 

overall physical and mental health, too.  

Volunteering produces "helper's high," 
which can reduce stress and symptoms of 
depression. Many who donate their time 
say they have healthier immune systems, 
experience a decrease in chronic pain and 
feel stronger. Perhaps one reason is an 
increase in physical activity. Instead of 

walking a treadmill, spend time volun

teering at a state park doing trail mainte

nance or trash pickup.  

The TPWD volunteer program is a 

challenging and rewarding experience.  
Programs throughout the state offer a 
broad range of volunteer options that can 

be tailored to fit individual talents, expe
rience and time frames. Volunteering is a 
great way to experience nature, promote 

conservation and outdoor recreation and 

share your passion.

Prefer to donate money instead? 

Donations can be made for a specific 
need, such as state park operation, 

native wildlife and endangered species 
protection, freshwater and saltwater 

resource management, habitat preserva

tion, hunting land access, the new game 

warden facility or education.  
However you choose to give, please 

visit www.tpwd.state.tx.us/involved for 

details. Together, we can make sure 
that life is better outdoors for genera
tions to come. *

Kris Shipman

Volunteers serve parks across the state.  

Larry and LaVonne Roszell donate their 

time at Pedernales Falls (opposite page), 

while others serve at Monument Hill 

(top left), Sheldon Lake (top right) and 

Sea Center (above).

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * [3



U Your Car to Support Parks 
Its easy -just add $5 to your vehicle registration fee to help parks through tough times.

If you've renewed your annual 
vehicle registration in the past several 
months, you may have noticed something 
different - a chance to donate to state 
parks included on the form.  

Texas vehicle owners have the option 

of adding $5 or more for state parks 
when they renew their registrations. All 

you have to do is fill in your donation 

amount in the box at the bottom of the 

form and add it to your total, and your 

donation will go to state parks.  
"We're hopeful that people will see 

this as a new avenue to contribute to the 

operation of parks," says Brent Leisure, 
director of state parks.  

The donation program was created by 
the Legislature in 2011 and was 

launched in January as a way to offset 
some of the budget cuts made to the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

during difficult economic times.  

The Legislative Budget Board recom

mended the vehicle registration dona

tion program as one of the options to 

help fund state park operations, which 

experienced cuts of more than $20 mil
lion over the 2012-13 biennium. It 

projected that the program would bring 

in $1.6 million a year.  

So far, the program has fallen short of 
projections. Through August, the end 

of the fiscal year, it brought in 

$468,864. For the 2013 fiscal year, 
with the program in place for a full 12 
months, TPWD estimates that the 

donations will bring in $6oo,ooo to 
$700,000. Texas has about 16.5 mil

lion registered motor vehicles.  

The donation program is modeled 

after a similar one in Washington state.  

In 2009, Washington began including 

a $5 parks donation in vehicle renewal 

notices and new registrations.  

The Washington donations are auto

matically included in all bills, and if 

residents don't want to donate, they 

must "opt out" and subtract the $5 

from their total. In the 2011 fiscal year, 

the Washington program generated 

$10.3 million.  
In Texas, the donation isn't automati

cally included in the bill, and residents 
who want to donate must "opt in" and add 

$5 to their total.  
Donna Bailey of Driftwood, who has 

spent a lot of time at parks such as Lake

Mineral Wells and Possum Kingdom, 
is one parks supporter who opted in.  
"It's a convenient way to contribute," 

she says. "Parks are something I really 
believe in supporting." 

Leisure says that on top of the budget 

cuts, parks in 2011 encountered severe 

drought, heat and wildfires, which caused 
a drop in visitation and a decline in rev

enue. "All those things combined made 
for a pretty difficult year," he says.  

To cope with the financial challenges, 
TPWD delayed hiring and deferred park 
maintenance. In December 2011, TPWD 

made a statewide public 
appeal for donations to 

help the park system.  
Darcy Bontempo,

'I
TPWD marketing director, says one of 

the best ways people can help parks 

now is to visit them. About half of the 

state park operating budget comes 
from visitor fees. "If you love parks, 

support them," she says. "We need 

you. State parks need your help." 
Leisure echoes that sentiment. By visit

ing state parks, people help them finan
cially, and at the same time, they get to 

enjoy the park. State parks offer Texans a 

"tremendous outdoor experience," he 

says, and also provide an economic boost 

to the state and to nearby communities.  

With milder weather and higher water 

levels in several areas of the state, parks 

have seen an increase in visitors in 2012,

a development that has brought in much
needed revenue. Total parks revenue was 

up 5.7 percent through the first eight 

months of the year compared with the 
same period in 2011, and entrance fee 

revenue is up 12.3 percent this year.  

Mike Jensen, TPWD chief financial 
officer, says he hopes participation in the 

vehicle program picks up, too. Less than i 
percent of automobile owners have been 

making donations through the program.  

He notes that TPWD, which handles boat 
registrations, started a similar donation 

program for boat renewals and that par-

began this year: Vehicle owners have 
the option of making a donation 

0e - ',,se i,,,, 0o

ticipation rates have been higher for boat 
owners, with 8 to 9 percent contributing.  

To reach the program's goal of $1.6 

million a year, TPWD needs 320,000 
vehicle owners to make the $5 donation, 

or about 1.9 percent of all annual vehicle 

registrations. If just 5 percent of the esti

mated 6.4 million state park visitors each 

year donated $5 through the vehicle pro
gram, TPWD would reach the goal.  

Leisure says the state park system is very 

appreciative of money coming to parks 

through the vehicle registration program.  

Continued support from Texans will help 

to provide parks as gateways to the out

doors in Texas. * 

- Russell Roe
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M' A Need for Speed 
Roadrunners relT on swiftness and agility, not fl $ht.

"Beep-beep!" 
For many of us, this silly sound pops 

into our minds when we think of road

runners. You mnow, Wile E. Coyote's 

cartoon nerresis, the road-racing bird 

-hat was always one step ahead. Today, 

we also relate lightning-fast Internet 

connect-vitywi:h the name. Either way, 

this zipFy bird =s indisputably affiliated 

with speed.  
The greater roadrunner (Geococyx 

californianus) is a ground-dwelling 

member of the cuckoo family 

(Cuculidac). A large bird, reaching a 

total length of 24 inches, it is the only 

roadrunner found in the United 

States. And, actually, "Beep-beep!" is 

not even close to the dove-like coos 

and clicking vocalizations roadrun

ners make.  

Often thought of as an iconic 

species of the desert Southwest, the 

greater roadrunner can be found 

throughout Texas, even behind :he 

oine curtain cf the easternmost 

regions of the state.  

Roadrunners are aptly named for 

their ability to run and walk. Speed is 

their greatest asset, and they are ca-a

ble of running as fast as 17 mph.  

While these birds are quite capable 

of flying, ney rarely do unless threat

ened. Even then, roadrunners will fly 

cnly short distances, and usually hit

Roadrunners rarely fly, though they're 

capable of doing so. They eat insects, 

lizards, rodents and snakes.  

the ground running.  

The roadrunner's diet is as diverse 

as the habitats where it can be found.  

Well-known as rattlesnake hunters, 

they consume mainly other animals: 

insects, lizards, snakes, rodents and 

other birds.  

Roadrunners are excepticnally agile 

and can catch birds right out of the 

air. Their long tail provides a valuable 

counterbalance when involved in 

high-speed pursuit of prey. Armed 

with speed, agility, power and a sharp 

beak, roadrunners usually have no 

problem getting something to eat. If 

necessary, they will subdue their 

quarry by repeatedly slamming it onto 

the ground.  
Roadrunners prefer to eat on the 

run, and are often seen with a snake 

or lizard hanging from =heir mouths.  

Greater roadrunners live from 

seven to 10 years, reaching maturity 

after two years. Monogamous, they 

breed once or twice annually.  

Males exhibit some interesting 

courtship rituals. The male will often 

entice a potential mate with a tasty 

morsel while performing a tantalizing 

dance, keeping the food just out of 

her reach. While she's distracted by 

the prize, he takes the opportunity to 

breed. He then relinquishes the bait, 

and through this innocent chicanery, 

a lifelong pair bond is formed.  

Such ingenuity! * 

- Tucker Slack
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Appealng waist 
Wit writhing limbs and peeling bark, the madrone is easy to spot.

One of the most exotic native trees 
found in Texas is the madrone. First, 
you'll notice the madrone's vivid red 
peeling bark. Then you'll marvel at the 
twisting branches, each one seemingly 
determined to out-twist the others all the 

way up to the top of the tree. The fall and 
winter months are the best times to see 

the Texas madrone shedding its papery 
bark, as it cracks and peels to make room 

for next year's growth.  

Madrones can be seen on hiking trails 
in Garner State Park and Pedernales Falls 

State Park. Out west, they grow in Big 

Bend National Park and Guadalupe 

Mountains National Park.  
Though Texans refer to it as the Texas 

madrone and once claimed it as a unique 

species, science now tells us that "our" 

madrone is part of a wide-ranging species 
that grows as far south as Guatemala and 
as far west as New Mexico. The species 
name, xalapensis, refers to the town of 

Xalapa, capital of the Mexican state of 
Veracruz, where the type specimen was 
collected. The genus name, Arbutus, 
means "strawberry tree" in Latin, per
haps referring to the sweet, edible, straw
berry-colored fruits that grow on it.  

The fragrant, urn-shaped flowers are 
typical of members of the heath family 
(Ericaceae) and are a useful clue for 
identification. Madrone flowers bloom 
in spring; fruits mature in the fall. The 
leaves are evergreen. The ripe berries are 
favored by many animals, especially birds.  
Humans make good use of most parts of 
the tree, including the fruit, wood and 

bark. Matt Turner, in his book Remarkable 
Plants of Texas, tells how the bark, high in the

t he distinctive lexas rnadrone grows 
on rocky hills and in canyons in 
western parts of the state.  

tannins that make it red, was used in the 
tanning industry.  

In Texas, madrones grow on wooded 

rocky hills and mountain slopes and in 
canyons in the Edwards Plateau and the 

Trans-Pecos. Their distribution is spot
ty; they grow in small clusters.  

You may have noticed that madrones 

aren't popular landscaping plants. That's 

because they are tricky to grow in the 

nursery and have very low transplant sur

vival rates outside of their native habitat.  

Unfortunately, Texas madrone is 

becoming increasingly rare in the wild.  
Older, larger trees are dying, and few 
seedlings and young trees exist. Seedlings 
are particularly rare wherever livestock, 
mainly goats and cattle, are present, pre
sumably because of :he combined effects 
of browsing and trampling. Landowners 
can protect young trees by keeping graz
ers away.  

Bob Harms of the University of Texas 
Plant Resources Center in Austin pro
vides expert advice on propagating 
madrones in the wild, using his 30 years 
of experience with madrones growing in 
Central Texas. Harms found that seeds 
planted close to a mother tree tend to 
survive well and that ashe junipers are 
important nurse trees. Visit 

w3.biosci.utexas.e du/prc/DigFlora 
/ARXA/ARXA-restoration.html to read 
more about growing madrones.* 

-Karen Clary

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 17



Holiday Lights in East Texas 
Head east for a collection of parks with lots of holiday cheer.

SIGH TS & SOU NDS TEXAS PARKS & WIDLIFE TV AND R ADIO 

Dec. 2-8: fishing the Texas coast; 
Texas' Caribbean spider webs.  
connection; Lake 
Whitney State Park; Dec. 23-29: 
rifle sighting tips; D- Duck hunting
Day remembered; 
snow at Pedernales 
Falls.  

Dec. 9-15: 
Texas' coral reefs; 
interpretation expert 
Chris Holmes; Abilene 
State Park yurts; fishing 
from a pier; airboat 
excitement.  

Dec. 16-22: 
Tracking mountain 
lions; fishing Atlanta 
State Park; deep-sea

beginners; teal on the 
grill; Irma Sanchez 
profile; the life of a 
butterfly; buffalo in the 
snow.  

Dec. 30-Jan. 5: 
Wind power and 
wildlife; Bastrop's toad 
lady; bike trails; paying 
for conservation; West 
Texas views.

(

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 
Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our television 4 sn&q, 
series is broadcast throughout Texas on local 
PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed captions.  

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv O

PASSPORT TO TEXAS 

Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays for a 
Passport to Texas is your guide to the great Texas out- 90-second excursion into the Texas outdoors.  
doors. Any time you tune in, you'll remember why you Find a station near you, or listen on the Web, at o 
love Texas. Go to www.passporttotexas.org to find a ssporttotexas org 
station near you that airs the series.

The crisp scent of pine evokes 
Christmas cheer, and East Texas has 

plenty of both in store for visitors 

this month. Forget the long lines and 

noisy crowds at the mall. Instead, 

plan a drive through the colorful 

Christmas light displays at various 

Texas state parks.  
Be sure to come early to stroll the 

hiking trails or wet a line at one of 

the lakes (no fishing license required 

when fishing from the bank at a Texas 

state park). Everyone's welcome, so 

bring your camera to capture photos 

with Santa and friends.  

Campers, volunteers, community 

friends and park staff have dressed up 

several East Texas parks for holiday 

events and old-fashioned celebrations 

featuring sparkling light displays, new 

and vintage decorations, candles and 

lanterns, and refreshments.  

The sunset view over Wright 

Patman Lake at Atlanta State Park 

transforms into an abundance of 

twinkling stars, while other areas of 

the park are shining bright with 

lights and decorations. Visit with 

Santa and Mrs. Claus, and you may 

spot Smokey Bear! 

Not too far away, enjoy a celebra

tion of community featuring decora

tions in the park and surrounding 

area, hosted by Lake Bob Sandlin 

State Park. Shop for Christmas gifts 

at the park store after a drive through 

the park.  
Driving from east to west in this 

region of the state, you see the land

scape begin to change, with fewer 

pine trees and more tall, stately oaks.  

Bring your camera to capture mem

ories of a festive holiday drive 

through Cooper Lake State Park 

Doctors Creek Unit.  

Traveling farther south, discover 

more pines in the winter forest at the 

Sunset Winter Wonderland Hike at 

Tyler State Park, and enjoy refresh

ments after driving though the holi

day decorations.  

Campers will make Christmas in the 

Pineywoods a memorable time at Martin 

Creek Lake State Park, so come enjoy 

the refreshments and decorations.  

The Twinkle Tour hayride, the
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As Christmas approaches, it'll be a holi

day in the parks. Several East Texas state 
parks, such as Cooper Lake (top left) and 
Atlanta (below left), will offer holiday 
fun with light displays and celebrations.  

highlight of the season at Laze 
Tawakoni State Park, is a delight for 
children and adults. Tell Santa your 
wish at the amphitheater, shop for 
presents at the park store and enjoy 

hot chocolate and cookies after you 
drive through the display of lights.  

Fun is in store at Purtis Creek State 

Park, where staff will host a celebra
tion reminiscent of Christmas in 

Goshen during the late 181 os. Gather 

at the pavIlion anc enjoy hot clzoco
late, coffee and cookies, then venture 

to the park store to shop for last

minute gifts.  

Close to the city lights of Dallas, step 
back to a slower time as you =ake a 

lantern-light tour of historic Penn 

Farm at Cedar Hill State Park, while 
listening to stories of the Fenn family 
and their pioneering spirit. Learn 

about life farming and raising livestock 
here. Enjoy holiday refreshments 
around a glowing campfire and sing all 
of your favorite Christmas carols.  

Come outside with us and celebrate 

the season while you explore East 

Texas state parks. Find out more at 

www.texasstateparks.org. * 

- Barbarm White Pcrmley
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Gifs far Shutterugs 
Presents fJr the photographer inyour ife don't have 
to break the bank.  

FINDING THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIFT 
for the photographer who has every
thing can be a daunting task and an 
expensive proposition, especially for 
big-ticket items like camera bodies and 
lenses. However, there are many fun 
and useful items available online or 
from your local camera store that will 
make your shutterbug happy this season 
without breaking the bank. Here are just a 
few suggestions.  

- Earl Nottingham 

Photojojo can best be 
described as an online toy 
store for photo geeks. It car
ries lots of whimsical yet 
useful photo gifts and gear.  
My personal favorites are 
the insulated mugs and 
Thermoses that look just like 
Canon or Nikon lenses. ($24
$35 at photojojo.com/store) 

Scott Kelby is a photogra- " 0 

pher, designer, trainer and 
award-winning author of 
The Digital Photography 
Book, Vol. 1(Peachpit Press).  
Although he has since pub
lished Volumes 2, 3 and 4, 
this best-selling version con
tains a wealth of timeless 
concepts and tips for begin
ning as well as advanced 
photographers. ($13.18 at 
www.amazon.com) 

,. . )



For the high-tech equivalent 
of a stocking stuffer, consid
er "gifting" a smartphone 
camera app such as 
Camera+ through iTunes for 
only 99 cents. Camera+ 
adds additional controls and 
creative effects to your 
existing smartphone cam
era. To purchase the app as 
a gift, simply log into iTunes, 
search the iTunes Store for 
Camera+, choose the arrow 
next to the "Download" but
ton and follow the option to 
"Gift This App." 

Now that you have hundreds 
- or thousands - of 
images in your computer, the 
question becomes "How do I 
manage them all?" Probably 
one of the most comprehen
sive and useful software 
applications for managing 
photographs is ACDSee 15.  
It does just about everything 
that a photographer would 
need in terms of organizing, 
viewing, editing and sharing 
images. ($49.99 at 
www.acdsee.com/en 
/products/acdsee-15)

Clarity 

, , 

Speaking of smartphones: 
Every photographer knows 
that a stable camera is vital 
for a sharp image, especial
ly for long exposures, time
lapse photography and 
quality video. Several man
ufacturers offer universal 
and brand-specific tripod 
adapters for smartphones.  
Some adapters even come 
with short, flexible tripod 
legs, which allow the cam
era to stand alone or be 
mounted to various sur
faces. Check out the Gorilla
Mobile system. ($10-$30 at 
joby.com/gorillamobile)

Please send questions and comments to 

Earl at earl. nottingham@tpwd.state.tx. us 

See more on outdoor photography at 

www. tpwmagazine. com/photography
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Step-by-step directions for the perfect outdoor de
Cooking with cast iron is experi
encing a resurgence in popularity. For 

me, it brings back many fond memo

ries, like the aroma of fresh farm eggs 

and sausage or fried chicken cooking in 

grandma's cast iron skillet.  

My father had a small, aluminum 

Dutch oven that would magically 

appear from his backpack. He would 

then prepare an aromatic and tasty 

pineapple and cherry cobbler. It was 

made even more delicious, I'm sure, by 

the fact that we were hungry after a day 

outdoors. When I joined the Boy 

Scouts, I learned you could cook any

thing in a Dutch oven.  

Most people are amazed at the won

derful food that can be produced from a 

small black pot and a bunch of hot coals.  

Dutch oven cooking is easy to do! 

The quintessential Texas Dutch oven 

dessert has to be peach cobbler. Here is 

a simple recipe.  
First, start with a bed of hot coals. Use

charcoal instead 

of wood coals, 
and it will be 
much easier to 

manage the heat.  

Place a can of 

drained peaches 

in a clean Dutch 

oven with a dab of 

butter, /4 cup 

brown sugar, 1 
tablespoon cin

namon and 1/4 

teaspoon nut

meg. Stir mixture 

to incorporate 

ingredients.  

Using a box of 

cake mix, pre

pare the mix as

directed on the box, then pour it on top 

of the peaches. Place the lid on the oven.  

Using a fireproof surface away from 

any structures, use a shovel to spread out

enough hot coals to equal tw fewer in 

number than the diameter of the oven.  

So, for a 12-inch Dutch oven, use 10 

briquettes. Place the oven on the coals.  

On top of the Dutch oven, lace two 

more briquettes than the diameter, or 

14 in this case. On a mild day with no 

rain and low humidity, this combina

tion of briquettes will generate enough 

heat to cook the cobbler to perfection. If 

the weather is cool, windy or a li -e 

rainy, more coals may be added to :he 

top and bottom.  

The most important ingredient is 

patience. Opening the lid tco often will 

lower the temperature in the Dutch 

oven, so the cobbler will take longer to 

cook. Wait for 20 minutes, then take a 

peek inside. Remember, the lid will be 
hot, so be sure to use a lid liter or a 

pair of pliers. Insert a knife in the cen

ter of the cake; if it comes out clean, the 

cobbler is ready. If your ccbbler is not 

browning, place the lid back on the pot 

and add a few more briquettes.  

For a special treat, add some pecans 

during the last five minutes.  

For more information about cast iron 

cooking, check out the TPWD YouTube 

channel at www.youtube.com/user 

/TexasParksWildlife. *

assert.

afar Dutch oven treat But 
+,4 esa 1 ;s
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Actual 100 yard 5-round shot group made using a LaRue Tactical 16" OBR 7.62 Rifle.

www.facebook.com/LaRueAccuracy

LaRue 
Tactical 

Made dead-center of Texas, USA 

www.L aRue. COM
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Stuck under the heavy hammer of 
Depression-era debt, Liberty ,Justice 

Jones, a teenager in 1930s Central 
Texas, takes it upon herself to save her 

family's Christmas tree farm.  
Liberys Christmas, by Randall Platt, is a 

story that is overgrown with Texas Fride

anc family love. After the death of 

Liberty's father, her family is trapped 

under the hardships of debt during the 

Great Depression and is at risk of los

ing their livelihood. After coming up 

with several ideas about how to raise 

enough money to keep her family's tree

Searchingfor Liberiy in the Depression 
17
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farm, 7ree Acres, Liberty takes action 

and decides to enter a Christmas tree 

contest in Austin with the hope of win

ning and using the prize ir.oney to pay 

off deb:.  
enXs Parks & Wildl fe readers of all ages 

will =njoy this book's descriptions of 

the beauty of Texas scenery and refer

ences to areas that can still be visited 

today, such as Bastrop's boblolly pines, 

Houstcn and Austin. This perfect 

Christmas stocking stufTer will send 

readers on an emotional roller-coaster 

ride through the Texas Hill Coun:ry, 
guided along the way by family love, 

determination and an Dld horse 

named Quiller.  
Liberty's adventure, and her refusal 

to accept the foreclosure of her family 

farm, takes a page from history and 

delivers a personal and rela-able expe

rience that accurately mans the social 

and economic problems of 

Depression-era Texas. Randall Platt 

will have you rooting for Liberty to 

succeed from the very first page.  
Because this story is told from a 

teen perspective, :his bcok will give 

younger readers a taste of the lifestyle 

during those days. The future of 

children, especially girls, is a lot 

brighter now than it was in the early 

20:h century.  
"There's only so much a person can 

do when she's watching her whole 

future, which happens tc be wrapped 

around a two-bit spark plug, go plng

plop-plummeting down into obLv

ion," Liberty says.  

-S:ephan e Scliias
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las in the Fiel / B Rob McCorkle 

DSTINATION'JOHNSON CITY 
T R A V E L T I M E FROM: 
AUSTIN - 1 hour / BROWNSVILLE - 5.75 hours / DALLAS - 4 hours 
HOUSTON - 3.75 hours / SAN ANTONIO - 1.25 hours / LUBBOCK - 6 hours / EL PASO - 8 hours 

Lady Bidr Turns 100 
Jfatural beauty and cultural history ) reside alongside presidential heritage in LBJ County.

N

4io
/

The Exhibit Hall at 1.BJ 
State Park offers a look 
at the Hill Country's

4.  

44 

/ c : s

Every American should - and every Texan must 
visit LBJ Country. Loosely defined as the rolling, cedar

and oak-studded environs of Blanco and Gillespie counties 

that shaped the last U.S. president to "come from the 

land," its 1,772 square miles encompass the heart and soul 

of the Texas Hill Country.  

Stonewall serves as ground zero for :his picturesque, 

history-rich part of Texas. The tiny, rural birthplace of 

Lyndon B. Johnson hosted the nation's 36th president 

and his entourage for more than 50o days at what was

dubbed the Western White House during LBJ's presiden

cy (1963-68), a tumultuous period defined by the 

Vietnam War and the civil rights movement.  

Our first stop is 718 acres of Pedernales River-front 

property, opened in 1970 as Lyndon B. Johnson State Park 

and Historic Site. The picturesque park, known for spring 

meadows filled with technicolor displays of bluebonnets, 

Indian blankets and other wildflowers, serves as the 

embarkation point for self-guided tours of the National 

Park Service-operated LBJ Ranch just across the river.
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Visitors should allow several 
hours to do justice to this A 
treasure trove of Texas' Cul-n 
tural and natural history.  

"LBJ is not only a presi- J 

dental site, but also fea
tures the best of nature. It 
takes visitors back in time to 

experience what life was like 
in the Texas Hill Country 
and how the area has 
evolved over the past 100 

years," says Iris Neffendorf, 
park superintendent. "Our 
relationship with the 
national park gives us a 
whole other dimension.  

A visit to the park takes on 
added significance during this year's centennial salute to 
Lady BirdJohnson. A banner bearing a portrait of the late 
first lady dressed in a canary-yellow dress greets my wife, 

Judy, and me just inside the visitor center. Nearby, a wild
flower photo display pays homage to Lady Bird's lifelong 
campaign to beautify the nation through the use of native 

plants and flowers. Neffendorf notes that this year's Dec.  
Christmas tree lighting ceremony, begun 43 years ago by 
the Johnsons, is dedicated to the beloved Karnack native.  

A short film in the theater, narrated by Lady Bird's 
longtime friend, PBS journalist Bill Moyers, provides 
compelling insight into the child of nature who spent 
much of her childhood playing outdoors and exploring 
the Caddo Lake area. We learn that Claudia Alta Taylor 
got her nickname from a nursemaid who said she was "as 

purty as a lady bird." 

A quick tour of the Exhibit Hall helps give us a feel for the 
German heritage and the land, a culture that helped shaped 
a president. A self-guided driving tour with stops at ranch

- y 

landmarks ends up at the 8,000-square-foot Texas White 

House. Not long after Lady Bird's death in 2007, the NPS 
began offering guided tours of the home's downstairs.  

Seeing LBJ's office is like stepping into a '60s time cap
sule: boxy television sets, clunky desk phones, tvpewriters 
and other artifacts.  

Park ranger Barbara Ford exFlains how the Johnsons 

lived during the presidency and later during their retire

ment years, when seven Johnson grandchildren dubbed 
the rambling ranch home "Mini's house." Dozens of 

photographs of visiting dignitaries, framed correspon
dence from celebrities, wildlife paintings from Texas 
artists, daughter Luci's parlor piano and other family 
memorabilia greet us as we move through living room, 
dining room, kitchen and bedroom, where LBJ suffered a 
fatal heart attack in 1973. For $2 per adult, the tour is a 

must-do for those with 45 minutes to spare.  

Cognizant that most Hill Country trekkers don't come 

ust for an immersion in history, I point my vehicle west 
for a short drive down Ranch Road i to U.S. 290 - which
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is one of LBJ Country's two main highways, along with 

U.S. 281 - to the tiny burg of Hye to check out one of 

the newer wineries along "Wine Road 290." 

William Chris Vineyards beckons travelers to step 

inside a century-old farmhouse to sample hand-crafted 

wines made strictly with Texas grapes. Until their newly 

planted vineyards mature, native Texans Bill Blackmon 

and Chris Brundrett are using fruit from 40 acres of 

Hill Country and High Plains vineyards to make their 

small-batch, mostly varietal red wines.  

Open for less than two years, the winery already boasts 
more than 1,ooo members of Hye Society, the William 

Chris wine club that offers a number of perks, including 
free tastings of the latest varietals.  

Our accommodations for the night lie about 10 miles east 

of Fredericksburg just off Ranch Road 1376 at Full Moon 

Inn, a classic Hill Country bed-and-breakfast. For more 

than 20 years, owner Capt. Matt Carinhas has welcomed 

travelers to his funky cluster of log cabins and cottages on a 

historic 1860 property along South Grape Creek within a 

ringing guitar lick of legendary Luckenbach.  

A pair of well-fed, friendly black dogs, Audie and 

Butterball, lead us into the main ranch house to check in 

with Carinhas and his wife, Ginny, who's preparing din

ner and looking after 4-month-old Scarlett, the sister of 

twin brother Rhett. You get the picture. This isn't your 

typical stuffed-shirt, dress-up-for-breakfast kind of 

place, but a laid-back, bucolic retreat shaded by old
growth mesquites populated by cooing doves.  

Matt Carinhas, who knows the Hill Country inside and 

out and is never short of stories, runs a rural retreat 

designed to leave guests - bikers, car club enthusiasts 
and wedding parties alike - well-rested and well-fed. We 

unpack in the Grape Suite, the spacious downstairs floor 

of a two-story, white-framed house, sporting a full 

kitchen and breakfast room, bath and king bedroom. It's 

already 6:30, and hunger pangs have commenced.  

We stop at Luckenbach to listen to the regular after

noon guitar pickers beneath the live oaks, serenaded by a

boisterous rooster, and then take the back roads to 

Alamo Springs Cafe. The country eatery sits just a short 

walk from Old Tunnel State Park and its renowned bat 

flights. I opt for the highly touted green chile burger on 

a jalapeno-cheese bun; Judy has a shrimp po-boy. Even 

the smallest order of onion rings proves more than a 

match for our appetites.  

Breakfast at Full Moon Inn means much more than the 

chintzy continental breakfasts offered by a growing num

ber of B&Bs. Carinhas calls on his New Orleans culinary 

skills to whip up a gut-busting breakfast of strawberry

orange juice, fried eggs, locally made German pepper

wurst sausage and sweet potato pancakes.  

LBJ's boyhood hometown ofJohnson City is calling, so 

we hit U.S. 2go heading east. Just a couple of miles from 

our ultimate destination, a glinting, chrome bull sculp

ture marks the highway turnoff to a different kind of 

exotics ranch - the Benini Studio and Sculpture Ranch.  

The Italian artist and his wife, Lorraine, have turnec_ 140 

acres of a former hunting ranch once owned by LBJ into 

a surreal setting where fiberglass, metal and granite
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sculptures seem to sprout from the limestone hills.  

We wind our way to ranch HQ, a converted quonset hut 

art studio. The expansive space showcases the works of 
various regional, national and international artists, as 
well as dozens of Benini's eye-popping, abstract and geo
metric, color-drenched acrylics.  

There's just enough time for a quick bite in Johnson 
City at the 290 Diner and some window-shopping at the 
Old Lumber Yard retail stores before checking into the 

Chantilly Lace Country Inn. Former restaurateurs Porter 

and Sylvia Dunnaway own this two-story replica of a tra
ditional Texas limestone home. Judy opts to take a class 

from Sylvia, who makes and sells fragrant goat-milk 

soaps, while I drive into town to see a special Lady Bird 
exhibit at the Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical 
Park's visitor center.  

The exhibits share stories and photos that reinforce 
Lady Bird's legacy as the woman with the honeysuckle
sweet Southern drawl who spurred LBJ's implementation 

of such groundbreaking environmental legislation as the 

Clean Air Act, Endangered Species Act and Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act. Park visitors can listen to a recording 

of the first lady as she stumps for LBJ in the Old South 
during a whistle-stop train tour aboard the "LBJ 
Special." Several panels, with poster-sized photos and 

text, highlight Lady Bird's visits to and promotion of the 

national park system, including Big Bend National Park 
and the Fort Davis National Historical Site.  

I have one more afternoon stop in mind, so I decide 
against a guided tour of LBJ's reconstructed boyhood 
home that's been restored to a 1920s appearance and 

forgo a short walk to the Johnson Settlement that inter

prets the family's ranching and trail-driving roots.  

The Whittington family started making and selling jerky 
from their Johnson City meat locker plant around the 
time that LBJ assumed the presidency. Today, descen
dants operate Whittington's Jerky, making smoked, chewy 
strips of beef, turkey, pork, bison and venison jerky and 
selling them worldwide. I pop into Whittington's Jerky 
General Store, where visitors can sample the many vari

eties of regular and spicy jerky. The store offers an 
impressive selection of Texas salsas, barbecue sauces and 
other gourmet items.  

Dinner on our last night in LBJ Country waits on the 
town square at one of the state's newest brewpubs, Pecan 

Street Brewing. Opened in 2011, the combination bar 

and full-service restaurant is a family affair for the 
Elliotts, Houston transplants who moved to the area in 

2003. Son Sean's locally brewed craft beers flow from bar 
taps fed by a two-story brewing operation. I can't resist 
the brick oven pizza. Judy's shrimp with grits in a creamy 

Cajun sauce proves superior. The entrees are a perfect 
complement to the restaurant's scrumptious specialty 

appetizer - portabella fries, dipped in piquant chipotle 
sauce. The Elliotts have definitely put their mark on 
LBJ's hometown.  

A restful night in an upstairs, king Jacuzzi suite pre

pares us for one of Sylvia Dunnaway's highly anticipated 
breakfasts. It does not disappoint. We gorge ourselves on 
a gourmet spread of peach praline, cranberry scones, eggs 
Florentine and country ham, while mesmerized by the 

aerobatics in the butterfly garden just beyond the dining 
room's plate-glass windows.  

On the drive home, we do what most visitors to this

part of the Hill Country do - pick up some of the area's 

famous peaches to eat later. We stop at a Stonewall main

stay, Burg's Corner. The Dueckers sell more than a dozen 

varieties of the juicy fruit grown in their family orchard 
from mid-May through early September.  

Yep, LBJ Country certainly is a lip-smacking slice of 
heaven. That brings to mind a poster I had seen at the 

national park's exhibit hall.  
Asked if she believed in heaven, Lady Bird replied: 

"Oh, yes, I do. I do know there's something hereafter, as 
all of this has been too significant, too magnificent for 
there not to be something." 

Happy iooth birthday, Lady Bird. *

Porter and Sylvia Dunnaway of 
theChatily LceCountry n 

enjoy hecolorful garden are 

behind the grand old home. s .. Jf 

DETAILS: 
* Lyndon B. Johnson State Park and Historic Site, 

(830) 644-2252, www.tpwd.state.tx.us/lyndonbjohnson 
" Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park, (830) 644-2478, 

www.nps.gov/lyjo 
" William Chris Vineyards, (830) 998-7654, 

williamchriswines.com 
* Full Moon Inn, (830) 997-2205, fullmooninn.com 
* Benini Studio and Sculpture Ranch, (830) 868-5244, 
www.sculptureranch.com 

" Whittington's Jerky General Store, (877) 868-5501, 
www.whittingtonsjerky.com 

" Chantilly Lace Country Inn, (830) 660-2621, 
www.chantillylacesoaps.com 

" Pecan Street Brewing, (830) 868-2500, 
pecanstreetbrewing.com 

" Burg's Corner, (800) 694-2772, www.burgscorner.com
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Celebrating 
70 Years
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine
has inspired Texans to love the 
outdoors for seven decades.  

By Louie Bond

TARTING A MAGAZINE IS NEVER EASY, 
so starting a magazine during World War II could be con
sidered either incredibly foolish or incredibly courageous.  
Yet a group of visionaries decided that it was indeed the 
perfect time to step out on that limb and turn an in-house 
monthly bulletin into a publication that would spark 
enough public interest to pay for its printing during 
wartime shortages.

"There is not only a demand but a need for such information," wrote
Executive Secretary William J. Tucker 
issue of what was then called Texas 
Game and Fish in December 1942.  

"This war shall change many of 
our concepts and habits," Tucker 
continued. "After the harshness, 
brutalities and sacrifices of the 
present conflict, the Texas man and 
womanhood that has succeeded in 
winning the war should return to a 
pleasanter place in which to live, 
with the invigorating influence of 
the out-of-doors doing its full share 
to cleanse their spirits and temper 
their character." 

Even back then, interaction with 
nature was recognized as restora
tive to mind and body. We still 
preach that message at Texas Parks

in the foreword to that premiere
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& Wildlife magazine. While those early 
dog-eared pages, with yellowing black
and-white text and visuals, are a far cry 
from today's modern design and color, 
the content is as familiar as Grandma's 
pot roast. Eloquent outdoorsmen and 
outdoorswomen put pen to paper (or 
fingers to keyboards) to share their 
expertise and philosophy; hardy pho
tographers brave the pre-dawn chill to 
climb a mountain for an inspirational 
image. Then and now, the magazine 
spreads the agency's mission to its 
readers: "We have been given a natural 
treasure, so go enjoy it and preserve it." 

One of Texas Parks & Wildlife maga
zine's crowning accomplishments has 
been the publication of 10 annual July 
issues dedicated to the state's most 
important resource, water. The series 
(which includes five documentaries pro
duced by the TPWD video department) 
culminated with a symposium in 2011.  
The content is available to the public at 
www.texasthestateofwater.org.

Another recent 
achievement is the 
publication of 36 edi
tions of "Keep Texas 
Wild," a resource for 
Texas schoolchildren 
that used imagina
tive imagery and fun 
facts to educate and 
entertain the future 
stewards of this 
state. These four
page lessons are 
available free online

IY 
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Then and now, 
the magazine 
spreads the 
agency s mission 
to its readers: 
"We have been 
given a natural 
treasure, so go 
enjoy it and 
preserve it."

at www.tpwmagazine.com.  
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine has 

grown with the times and can be found 
on social media and video-viewing sites.  
We create digital reproductions of each 
print issue, and we have started pro
ducing hunting and fishing digital-only 
editions for enthusiasts to access on 
electronic devices.  

In seven decades, so much has 
changed. And yet, so much remains the 
same. To celebrate this rite of passage, 
we asked those who have helped shape 
the magazine in recent years to share 
their thoughts and memories with us.  
While the early publishing pioneers 
have passed, their legacy continues in 
these pages. *

TEXAS 
PARKS & WILDLIFE
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the same. Orville 0.  
Rice created artwork 
for many of the 
covers in the maga
zine's early days.

CARTER SMITH, 
TPWD executive director 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine was a fix

ture in our family well before I came 

into this world. I received my own sub

scription from my grandmother, who 

likely grew weary of me pilfering her 

copies before she had a chance to read 

through them. Who could blame her? 

If I didn't run off with her copy each 

month, I'd rip out pictures of deer and 

bobcats and West Texas mountains and 

coastal sunrises.  

My love affair with our wild things 
and wild places was in no small part 

shaped by that early exposure to the 
stunning wildlife photography and 
essays on all things outdoors. I still 

read it cover to cover, multiple times, 
cherishing every picture and hanging 
on every word. And, in carrying on an 

old family tradition, my wife and I 
still fight each month over who gets to 

read it first.  

LYDIA SALDA A, 
TPWD Communications 
Division director 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine has been a 
Texas treasure for 70 years. Through its 

pages, generations of Texans have been 

inspired to enjoy the natural and cul

tural riches of our state and become 

conservation advocates. As communica

tions director since 1996, I've had the 
distinct pleasure of reading every single 

magazine manuscript and reviewing 

every layout before it goes to press. It's 
one of the work tasks I enjoy the most! 

It is humbling to play even a small role 
in the history of a magazine that has 
meant so much to so many generations 

of Texans.  

The magazine's look 
has changed, but the 
mission has stayed

* * 
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LARRY BOZKA, 
freelance photographer/writer, 
longtime contributor 

In 1966, my fourth-grade teacher 

caught me committing a serious crime: 

Reading a magazine.  

As she walked over, my classmates 

observed us with the morbid curiosity of 
a crowd about to witness a hanging. I 
was a dead man sitting.  

"Give me that!" she commanded.  

"And see me after school." 

Two hours later, I faced the judge.  
She had already been informed 

repeatedly - that I was going to be an 
outdoor writer.  

"I've taken this publication for years," 

she said. "It's great that you read it. Just 
don't do it in my classroom." 

Mrs. Casey was an excellent teacher.  

So was Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.  

Today, 46 years later, it still is. If it 
wasn't, there's no way she would have 
handed that issue back to me.  

JOE NICK PATOSKI, 
freelance writer, longtime 
contributor 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine has pro
vided me the privilege of witnessing 
natural Texas at its best, while also 

allowing me to tackle environmental 

issues other publications would not.  
With opportunities to write about the 

Kinney County water wars, the world's 
finest spring-fed pool in Balmorhea, 
adventures in Big Bend Ranch State 

Park, the pristine beauty of the Laguna 
Madre, the dazzling lure of Jacob's Well 
or the wetlands of Southeast Texas, this 

magazine has been my entree to the 
finest places and finest people in this 

great state of ours.

op
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RUSSELL A. GRAVES, 
freelance writer/ 
photographer/videographer, 
longtime contributor 

When I was 18 and just getting inter

ested in writing and photography, my 

dad showed me a Texas Parks & Wildlife 

magazine that he'd picked up and said, 

"When you can get stuff in this maga

zine, you are really doing something." 

My mom got me a subscription, and I 

studied the articles and photos. I wrote 

letters to contributors like Grady Allen, 

Wyman Meinzer and Steve Bentsen, 

asking for advice on getting started in 

the outdoor journalism business.  

In 1993, when I was 23 years old, I 

had my first article and photo package 

published in the magazine. Since then, 

I've enjoyed a 20-year relationship with 

the publication and the great people 

who work there. The places I've been 

across Texas, on behalf of the magazine, 

have forever enriched my life and the 

lives of my wife and kids as they often 

travel with me.  

I think Texas Parks & Wildlife is like our 

version of National Geographic. The maga

zine helps us all revel in the state's 

beauty and diversity. It helps connect 

us all as Texans.  

Over the years, dramatic photog
raphy has captured the state's 
diverse landscapes and wildlife.

ROBERT L. COOK, 
former TPWD executive director 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine is "the" 

book on fish and wildlife of Texas, our 

state parks and on TPWD itself, past, 

present and future. This publication is 

an "open" book, honestly identifying 

and discussing the good, the bad and 

the ugly issues facing our state's natural 

resources and TPWD. Some folks say 

they just enjoy looking at the pictures, 

but, in doing so, they see and learn 

about Texas' fish, wildlife and state 

parks, and, as a result, become 

involved. Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 

was the first statewide publication to 

identify water as the single most impor

tant natural resource conservation issue 

in Texas, and dedicated an entire issue 

to this topic every year for a decade.  

Keep up the good work.

DAVID SIKES, 
outdoor columnist for the Corpus 
Christi Caller-Times, longtime 
contributor 

If this magazine's intent was to be all 

things to all outdoor enthusiasts, then 

it has failed.  

I'm thankful.  

I don't expect stories about bounty 

hunting for bobcats any more than I 

expect commentary that swings to the 

other extreme. Through Texas Parks & 

Wildlife magazine's evolution, we've come 

to expect the beauty, dignity and some

times the fragile nature of our state's 

abundant and broad natural and cul

tural heritage. This spans endless possi

bilities for the inquisitive seeker of all 

things Texas.  

Month after month, we experience 

glory and tragedy, struggle and defiance 

within these pages. We see nature 

uncovered and human nature revered 

through the lenses of gifted photogra

phers and the imaginations of writers 

who care.  

The features are smart, witty, some

times sad or funny, always informative, 

well-researched and impeccably edited.  

Center stage always belongs to the 

wildlife and the wild places and to his

tory within the context of recreation 

and conservation, written, photo

graphed and edited by people who par

ticipate in both.
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Adventure and 
conservation have 
always been part of 
the magazine's 
editorial mix.
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LARRY McKINNEY, 
executive director of the 
Harte Research Institute 
for Gulf of Mexico Studies, 
former TPWD Coastal Fisheries 
Division director 

As my colleague and former TPWD 

executive director Robert Cook used to 

say, "The three most important 

resource issues facing Texas and TPWD 

are water, water and water." 

Hanging in my home are io years of 

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine covers 

dedicated to water. I continue to be 

amazed that it was even possible. I do 

not believe any other magazine would 

contemplate such a commitment. Each 

July issue throughout that decade was 

dedicated to a major aquatic ecosystem 

such as springs, rivers, estuaries and 

the Gulf of Mexico. The list of con

tributing authors reads like a who's 

who of Texas' best and brightest writ

ers. The series launched PBS docu

mentaries, books and symposiums and 

built a cadre of fellow travelers dedi

cated to making sure water for conser

vation and the environment was part 

of the water equation. I know from

many discussions with political leaders 

and those who influence them that the 

water series was a powerful voice to 

push us all to just do the right thing.  

Thank you, Texas Parks & Wildlife maga

zine, on behalf of all Texans, especially 

those yet to be born.  

WYMAN R MEINZER, 
Texas state photographer, 
longtime contributor 

I was reared in a rural environment 

in the Texas Rolling Plains, so hunting 

and fishing were a dearly loved way of 

life for me, even in the earliest recol

lections of my youth.  

I recall seeing an issue of Texas Parks & 

Wildlife magazine some four decades ago 

and thinking that this was a publication 

whose message aligned with my own, a 

love for our natural land resources and 

native fauna. I recognized that Texas Parks 

& Wildlife magazine is a priceless visual 

aid, one that's so important in celebrat

ing the greatness of our wilder places.  

This publication is a conduit through 

which our youth can engage in a pas

sion that has shaped the legacy that 

defines the Texas outdoor experience.
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JOHN JEFFERSON, 
former TPWD director of 
information and education, 
longtime contributor 

In 1942, a terrible war was raging. A 

young boy growing up in Beaumont, 
whose father was serving in Africa, need
ed help to learn about the outdoors.  

Wild places were his heritage. His grand
father had headed the Texas Game, Fish 
and Oyster Commission; his grand

mother lived along the Guadalupe River.  
That grandmother sensed the boy's 

needs, so when the agency her late 
husband had directed started a new 

magazine, she bought a subscription 

for her grandson.  

Then called Texas Game and Fish, that 
magazine introduced him to a world 

beyond the Southeast Texas pines and 
marshes. It also launched a lifelong 

relationship with the outdoors. He is 
honored to have been published in it.  

Sportsmen ! 
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ANDREW SANSOM, 
executive director of the 
Meadows Center for Water 
and the Environment, former 
TPWD executive director 

Everyone who loves the outdoors 

also loves the equipment, clothing and 
other paraphernalia that facilitate his 
or her passion for the natural world.  
For me, Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine is 
an irreplaceable part of my gear. And 
the fact that it still comes in the mail, 

that you can touch it and keep it by the 
bedside or at the camp, is part of its 
value. Over the many years I have been 

associated with TPWD as an outdoors
man, an employee and a friend, 

countless men and women in conser

vation professions have told me that 

they got their start among the pages of 
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine. That is 
certainly true for me.

MIKE COX, 
TPWD news team leader, 
longtime contributor 

I have a lot of good memories of 

traveling Texas with my granddad, the 
late L.A. Wilke, when I was a young
ster and he was editor of Texas Parks & 
Wildlife magazine. Of course, it wasn't 
called that then.  

Back then, the department did not 

furnish state vehicles, so Granddad 

used his own car, a 1957 white-over

gold Chevrolet, with a piece of gray 
cardboard with the Game and Fish logo 
on it to put in the car's window when he 

was on official business.  

By the time Granddad neared 
retirement age (which back then was 

65 whether you wanted to retire or 

not), I was in the seventh grade and 

already interested in following in his 
boot steps as a writer. To help me 
along a bit, and to create the impres
sion among his readers that he had 

more writers than he did (or had 

enough money to pay), he used my 
byline on several stories he wrote.  

Despite this rather unseemly intro

duction into the profession, I did 
become a writer, and in a very satisfying 

way, I went to work in the Commun

ications Division of TPWD in 2010, at 
about the same age Granddad was when 

he started at the department. Now that 

65 no longer is a mandatory retirement 

age, I may stick around a little longer 
than he did.  

CHARLES LOHRMANN, 
publisher and executive editor, 
Texas Highways magazine, former 
assistant publisher of Texas Parks 
& Wildlife magazine 

The slice of bright light from a wax
ing crescent moon punctuating the 

deep blue, early evening sky over Palo 
Duro Canyon; the spine-tingling reac
tion to that deep-brush rustling at 

Ojito Adentro in Big Bend Ranch, 
knowing it's probably a javelina but 
wondering if it's a mountain lion; glid
ing along Village Creek and watching a 
belted kingfisher swoop across the water 
ahead of me. It's those memories and 

dozens of others that I treasure, all a 

direct result of my experience with Texas 

Parks & Wildlife magazine.  

In day-to-day terms, the most 

impressive aspect of Texas Parks and Wildlife

magazine - and an essential reason it 

holds a place in the crazy world of pub
lishing after 70 years - is the sense of 

mission shared by everyone involved.  

This enduring dedication to the cause 
of conservation is vital, and that spirit is 

what guides the writers, photographers, 
editors and designers. No other publi
cation would, or even could, put 

together a series of annual water issues, 

and be able to combine such lofty issues 
with fun, how-to articles about camp

ing, hiking and fishing. It's all that, plus 
the thrumming chorus of night sounds 

that take over a midnight wetland.  

EARL NOTTINGHAM, 
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine 
chief photographer 

I was once told that I had an easy job 
because all I had to do was "go out and 

take pictures." There is some truth to 

that. The mechanics of taking a pho
tograph are actually very simple -just 
get the composition, focus and expo
sure accurate and you will have a tech

nically good picture. The challenge, 
however, is to use the camera as a tool 

- and the photograph as a catalyst - to 

distill the mission of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department into the 
beautiful story-telling photographs 
that readers have come to love and 

expect for the past 70 years. It is the 

respect of that heritage that drives not 

only me, but other talented contribut

ing photographers who follow in the 
shadows of the great artists who first 

graced the magazine's pages. * 

Goth ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 

IN THE TEAS - / 
OUTDOORS 
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THE CCC USED NATIVE MATERIALS 
AND THOUGHTFUL DESIGN 

TO CREATE ICONIC FEATURES 
IN STATE PARKS.  
BY RUSSELL ROE

NATURE BY DES I

or generations, Texans 
have danced on the 
graceful, well-worn patio 
at Garner State Park, 
walked under elegant 
archways on the way to 
subterranean Longhorn 
Cavern, picnicked on 
rustic stone tables at 
Palo Duro and held fam
ily gatherings at the ris
ng-out-of-the-ground 

refectory at Palmetto.  
The Civilian Conservation Corps-built struc

tures have served as a gateway for Texans' 
interactions with the outdoors for decades.  
Though many visitors might not give a second 
thought to a park's architecture, the CCC build
ings are the product of an architectural vision of 
people and nature and how they interact.  

The rustic structures, built in the 1930s 
and 1940s by the government work corps, 
were designed to be accessories to nature 
complementing the landscape instead of 
competing with it.  

I've always appreciated the rough-hewn 
structures at Texas state parks. I love the rock 
buildings and rock tables at a place like Lake 
Brownwood, and I'm delighted when I stumble 
across some unexpected rock-and-timber fea
ture at Bastrop or some other CCC park. I 
marvel at Indian Lodge's lobby. In addition to 
enjoying the scenery at a park, I make it a point 
to admire the CCC craftsmanship. If I drive

I%1 0

over a CCC-built bridge, I'll sometimes get out 
to appreciate the handiwork. Even a well-built 
culvert might draw an approving nod.  

The architectural style, with direct ties to the 
National Park Service and the great national 
parks of the West, is known as "NPS rustic," and 
it aims to have buildings harmonize with their 
surroundings and to reflect the landscape 
through the use of local, natural materials such 
as stone and timber.  

"These were plans specifically for parks so that 
the buildings weren't an intrusion on the natural 
landscape but rather blended all the natural fea
tures with the man-made" says Angela Reed, 
who served until recently as coordinator for the 
CCC Legacy Parks initiative in the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department's Historic Sites and 
Structures Program.  

Bastrop, Lake Brownwood, Garner and Palo 
Duro state parks have some of the best and 
most extensive examples of CCC work.  

The rustic approach to architecture grew out 
of the development of national parks in the 
early part of the 20th century. The National 
Park Service wanted the scenery to be the 
main attraction, not the buildings, and it decid
ed that buildings should take their natural set
tings into account.  

A carefully formulated design policy was laid 
out, influenced by the park designs of land
scape architect Frederick Law Olmsted and 
the organic architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright.  
In the 1920s, the rustic style was developed 
and refined through lodges, museums and
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other structures at Yosemite, Yellow
stone, Zion, Grand Canyon and other 
national parks. Buildings such as 
Yellowstone's Old Faithful Inn and 
Yosemite's Ahwahnee Hotel carried 
out this rustic design ethic.  

When the CCC was formed in the 
1930s and workers began building 
parks in Texas and across the nation, 
national park architects oversaw the 
CCC's work and extended the reach 
of the NPS rustic style.  

In Texas, the result is a collection of 
structures of rare and distinctive 
beauty: cabins in Bastrop that sprout 
up in the pine forest, rocky buildings at 
Palo Duro that sit on the edge of the 
canyon wall, rugged rock-and-timber 
pioneer-style lodging at Caddo Lake.  

One of the real successes of the 
rustic style is its ability to combine 
nature and people's needs in a 
beautiful way.  

"The style is rooted in the belief that

nature is restorative to the soul," Reed 
says. "I personally believe that nature 
is restorative, but I'm also a buildings 
person. That's the part that excites 
me: to see a building that blends into 
the landscape and to know that it was 
intentionally designed that way. It was 
designed to give me a notion of the 
beauty of nature and how that might 
restore my soul." 

The style has several essential ele
ments: low silhouettes and horizon
tal orientation; hand-tooled finishes 
with logs and quarried stone; use of 
native materials; avoidance of rigid, 
straight lines; adaptation of frontier 
methods of construction; use of col
ors that blend with the natural sur
roundings; and, sometimes, the 
elimination of lines of demarcation 
between the land and the structure.  
Most important, each building was 
to be designed for its particular site 
and to blend with the landscape.

The book Park Structures and 
Facilities says, "Successfully han
dled, [rustic] is a style which, 
through the use of native materials 
in proper scale, and through the 
avoidance of rigid, straight lines, and 
over-sophistication, gives the feeling 
of having been executed by pioneer 
craftsmen with limited hand tools. It 
thus achieves sympathy with natural 
surroundings, and with the past." 

The buildings may look informal, 
with their use of natural materials, 
but they are loaded with a strength 
of design. A rustic rock wall is at 
once simple and natural but also 
very sophisticated and full of high
level craftsmanship, says architec
tural historian James Wright Steely, 
author of the book Parks for Texas.  

Overseeing the work in Texas and 
a handful of other states was noted 
architect Herbert Maier, who had 
designed buildings at Yellowstone,

CCC Classic

Palmetto refectory 
The refectory at Palmetto State Park features a handmade quality to its appearance, 
using the "horizontal key" for its stonework and roofline so that the building visually 
hugs the earth. Boulders laid at the foundation ensure there is no clear demarcation 
between the structure and the ground. The original roof of the refectory was thatched 
with palmetto fronds.
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Yosemite and the Grand Canyon 
and was influential in developing the 
park service's signature architectur
al style.  

He trained Texas state park archi
tects in the rustic sensibility and 
showed how it could be applied to 
entrance portals, picnic tables, cul
verts, drinking fountains and con
cession buildings. Even latrines were 
designed to be beautiful, functional 
and nonintrusive. Maier didn't want 
the designs to be copied; he expect
ed architects to carry out the vision 
based on a site's unique natural and 
cultural history.  

The result is that the buildings give 
each park a real sense of place - the 
story of the land is told through the 
parks. Park developers intentionally 
chose parks scattered throughout 
the state "to reflect what Texas is 
made up of geographically," Reed 
says. And they made sure the geo-

graphic diversity was reflected in the 
park design.  

The park designers experimented 
with natural materials to see how 
they could be made into structures 
that seemed to belong in the natu
ral setting.  

Workers quarried local rock and 
harvested local timber. At Bastrop, in 
the Lost Pines, it's sandstone, pine 
and hardwoods. At Blanco, in the Hill 
Country, it's limestone, echoing the 
region's rocky hills and German archi
tectural heritage.  

"There's such a sense of balance 
and scale" says Cynthia Brandimarte, 
director of the Historic Sites and 
Structures Program. "It's like you're 
walking into nature and you don't 
want to intrude, but you want to be 
part of it. Somehow, people who built 
those parks built them the same way.  
The buildings show you how to be in 
the parks."

The rustic style was a perfect fit for 
the CCC: The buildings required 
intensive amounts of time and labor, 
and the CCC had thousands of young 
men it needed to put to work.  

The enduring craftsmanship and 
design are evident today.  

"I can go back to my first experi
ences with state parks," Steely says.  
"What I can describe now is the 
comfortable scale of the buildings. I 
felt drawn to them as a kid; I feel 
drawn to them as an adult because 
of this combination of natural mate
rials and simple finishes and a low, 
small scale, which are all part of the 
formula. They are attractive. I feel it, 
and I watch other people around me 
feel it. You probably feel it. It appeals 
to something in our human nature 
to not be cooped up, to be outside 
and yet have some kind of facility 
that makes being outside easier 
than being in the wilderness." *

Palo Duro cabins 
The CCC used materials from 
the region, in this case local 
stone, so that structures 
appeared "one with nature." 
Some stone cabins at Palo Duro 
are perched on the canyon 
walls; others appear to grow up 
from the ground.
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Tyler bath house 
Influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright's Prairie 
style of architecture, structures on rela
tively flat parkland that featured long vis
tas across smooth lakes were often 
dEsigned to appear long and horizontal, 
smooth and low to the ground so as not 
to compete with the landscape and to 
enhance the verticality of the tall trees.
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Balmorhea poolside pergola 
Where there is a CCC-built pool, there is a 
pergola. The small shaded structure at 
Balmorhea blends seamlessly with the 
poolside. Abilene and Bastrop state parks 
also have poolside pergolas that provide 
shaded seating.
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Lake Corpus Christi refectory 
This building is constructed of cast caliche blocks, made by mixing cement and 
the caliche that is abundant in this coastal area. The design of the building is typi
cal of CCC architecture influenced by Henry Hobson Richardson, who favored 
heavy stone facades rendered mare de 'cate by grand arches, sweeping stairwells 
and lookout towers. The refecto-ies at Longhorn Cavern and Abilene state parks 
are two other excellent examples o this style.
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f Indian Lodge 
One of the tasks of the CCC was to reflect 
the culture and history of a region 
through architectural design. This hotel in 
the Davis Mountains was constructed of 
adobe, a material used in vernacular 
architecture of the region. The hotel's 
layout, as well as its interior furnishings 
built by the CCC, referenced Native 
Americans of the Southwest.

A rrf

CCC Hidden Features

Retaining wall and culvert, Bastrop: 
This retaining wall beneath Park Road 
1A is visible from the trail tl-a lEads to 
the Boy Scout camp and overlook The 
wall, which had been obscLred by 
foliage for years, was uncove'ec by the 
September 2011 fire. Foliage is area 
growing back.

Stone benches and fire pits, 
Lake Brownwood: 
Stone furniture, -icluding benches, 
tab es and fire oits, can be found along 
the park s trails. r-uch of it in disrepair 
and scme of :vered by foliage.

Stone mosaic on the floor of the 
entrance portals, Bastrop: 
The CCC often added whimsical 
details to its work, even in places where 
the details might get overlooked.

S~ ~ -~ - ~ 5
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CCC Legacy Parks 
In an effort to promote and pre

serve state parks built by the 
Civilian Conservation Corps in 
the 1930s and 1940s, the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department 
launched the CCC Legacy Parks 
initiative in 2011.  

"We believe these are important 
parks and significant to the history 
of state parks as a whole," says 
Angela Reed, who served as the first 
coordinator of the CCC initiative.  
"We want people to be aware of that 
history and why state parks exist as 
they do today. We believe these 
parks are icons of the system." 

The initiative seeks to link the 29 
CCC-built parks in a more cohesive 
manner, obtain funding for the 
parks for restoration and serve as a 
clearinghouse for CCC history.  

The CCC parks - from Palo 
Duro to Lake Corpus Christi and

from Balmorhea to Daingerfield 
contain many architectural 
treasures, and TPWD wants to 
make sure those buildings receive 
specialized care as historical struc
tures. Some structures have been 
restored, but others are in great 
need of repair.  

TPWD historical architect 
Dennis Gerow and others com
piled an assessments book that 
outlines repair needs at the CCC 
parks and puts a dollar figure on 
those repairs. They distributed the 
books to TPWD leaders and hope 
to get them in the hands of state 
legislators to request money for 
needed restoration.  

The initiative's branding effort 
includes establishing imagery for 
CCC parks and working with the 
park system's interpretive staff to 
present the CCC parks in a con-

sistent manner.  
A TPWD website tells the story of 

the CCC parks with photos, videos, 
interactive programs and park pro
files, at www.texascccparks.org. A 
CCC Facebook page allows TPWD 
to share pictures, news and state 
park history.  

TPWD fields a lot of public 
inquiries on the CCC, Reed says, 
"and we saw a need to make this 
history accessible to the public 
to put it all in one place." 

TPWD's renewed focus on CCC 
work began in the 1980s, when 
the CCC-built structures were 
turning 50 and therefore becom
ing eligible for historical status.  
TPWD started recording oral his
tories from CCC veterans to pre
serve their stories and to find out 
how the buildings were built so 
they could be repaired properly.

The Rich History of the CCC 
A new book about the CCC, coming out in January, outlines the history of CCC 

parks and uses oral histories to tell the stories of CCC workers. Texas State Parks 
and the CCC: The Legacy of the Civilian Conservation Corps was written by 
Cynthia Brandimarte, director of TPWD's Historic Sites and Structures Program, 
with Angela Reed. It is being published by Texas A&M University Press.  

The book provides a comprehensive look at the CCC in Texas, from formation 
of the work corps to current preservation efforts. Twenty-nine parks are profiled.  

ax4"'

Lake Springfield dam, Fort Parker: 
Although lakes are what attract visitors 
to many state parks, the CCC
constructed dams that created 
them often go unnoticed.

Rock stairway, Davis Mountains: 
Unless climbers watch their feet as 
they walk the trail to this Skyline Drive 
picnic area, they may miss the crafts
manship of this winding stairway the 
CCC built into the side of the mountain.

Fireplace, Mission Tejas: 
Pieces of petrified wood are set in a 
stylized pattern in this bit of CCC 
handiwork, one of the decorative 
touches found throughout CCC parks.
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Last Stand 
ofthe lw1 

America's' other wolf' was reintroduced to the wild after a last-ditch 

BY RUSSELL ROE

roundup in Texas.

With the hair standing up on the 
back of our necks, we listened as the 

howls rang out in primal peals - haunt

ing, howling vocalizations that rose and 
fell in chaotic disorder as the red wolves 
spoke their minds on a summer night in 
the swamp. What we heard wasn't the 

pure, single howl of the lone wolf but the 
modulating tones of a chorus howl, with 
wolves dropping out and rejoining the 
chorus for a full minute and a half of 

sounds that were melodic, eerie and wild.  

They were the sounds of one of the most 

endangered animals in North America.  
Wolves bark, whimper and growl, too, 

but it's the howl that fascinates us. In 

Texas, the red wolf's howl echoed for the 
last time across the forests and plains 
more than 30 years ago, when biologists 
rounded up the final ragtag group of 
wolves in a last-ditch effort to save the 

species. Today, the howls of wild red 
wolves can be heard only on a marshy 
peninsula of eastern North Carolina, 

where they were reintroduced after being 

declared extinct in the wild. This past 
summer I joined about 30 people there 
for a red wolf "howling safari" and heard 

their wild call.  
It's been a rough journey for America's 

"other wolf," full of cliffhangers and 
near-catastrophes. As a species, it has 

been to the brink of oblivion and back.  
Today, the red wolf is an endangered 
species success story, though many chal
lenges still stand in the animal's way. This 

year marked the 25th anniversary of its 
reintroduction into the wild.  

Red wolves, lanky predators native to 

the Southeast, are smaller than gray 

wolves and larger than coyotes. Their 

coats aren't truly red but range from tan 

to black with reddish highlights. In Texas, 
red wolves lived in the eastern part of the 

state and gray wolves in the west.  

For generations, wolves have evoked 
hatred and fear in people. It was govern

ment policy to eradicate red wolves until

people realized there were hardly any left.  
Passionately persecuted with gun, trap 

and poison, they almost disappeared.  
Once, red wolves roamed as a top preda

tor across the southeastern U.S., from 

Florida to Texas and as far north as 
Pennsylvania. By the 19 6 0s, through 
predator control and habitat loss, they 
were reduced to a sliver of marginal 
habitat in the bayou country along the 
Gulf Coast. In Texas, the red wolf had its 
last stand.  

In 1962, an Austin College professor 

named Howard McCarley sounded the 
alarm about the red wolf 

and its unexpected spiral 

toward extinction. He 

pointed out that what 

people thought were

wolves were actually coyotes or wolf

coyote hybrids.  
The wolf's howl helped reveal the dire 

situation. In the mid-1960s, biologists 
went in search of the red wolf in places 
across the Southeast where the wolf was 

thought to live. They drove back roads at 

night playing taped wolf howls - a sound 
the wolves can't resist answering - and 

listened for a response. The choruses of 

answering howls came from both wolves 

and coyotes, and they focused in on the 

howls that were distinctly wolfish.  

They were dismayed by what they 

~%
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found. The red wolf no longer roamed 

its familiar territory. The biologists 

determined tha: the only red wolves 
remaining were hemmed in along a 

stretch of coast -n southeastern Texas anc 

southwestern Lcuisiana. It seemed to be 

an unlikely final redoubt for the fore st
loving wolf - coastal prairies and marsh

es that are a stone's throw from Hous

ton, Galvest on and Beaumont, in the 

shadow of one of the most industrialized 

areas of the :ountry, an area of rice 

farms, cattle ranches and oilfields.  

A 1970 Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department survey of red wolves, using a 

hand-cranked a-r-raid siren on the back 

of a pickup to elicit howls, found at least 

100 wolves, mainly in Jefferson, Cham

bers and Liberty counties.  

The ever-adaptable coyote had been 

increasingly tak-ng over territory from 

the shattered red wolf. Red wolves had 

lost their foothold so badly that they were 

interbreeding with coyotes. And in tae 

delirium of disaster, the resulting 

"hybrid swarm" was threatening to over

take the species.  
In 1973, Congress passed the Endan

gered Species Act, and the red wolf was 

one of the first animals listed. The first 

goal was to protect the wolves in theit 

remaining t erritory, and the government 

started trapping coyotes to prevent the 

red wolves fmom being genetically 

swamped. The effort didn't work. The

wolves were surrounded by an ever

encroaching sea of coyotes.  
With time running out, the govern

ment took desperate and drastic action: 

It decided to remove the red wolves and 

put them in captivity with hopes of rein

troducing them into the wild someday.  

Despite the hope and intent of the 

Endangered Species Act, wildlife man

agers decided to make the red wolf 

extinct in the wild in order to save it.  

"It seems like you're going backward," 

says David Rabon, coordinator of the red 

wolf recovery pro

gram for the U.S. E 
Fish and Wildlife 
Service. "You're B 

given this new COYOTES. A 

piece of legislation THE E 
to go out there and THREATEN: 
save the planet, save 

these species. And 
one of the first things you do is go: 'We'll 

extirpate them in the wild." But, he 

added, it was the right thing to do.  

From 1974 to 1978, more than 400 

animals were trapped in the recovery 

p-ogram, established by the Fish and 

Wildlife Service in cooperation with 

TPWD. Trappers tromped through the 

mud and muck, fighting humidity and 

mosquitoes as they captured wolves, coy

cres and hybrids.  
Many of the animals were in terrible 

snape because of parasites and the harsh

coastal environment. ,very canine that 

came in was infected with heartwovrm, a 

mosquito-carried parasitic worry that 

spreads through the arteries and ulti

mately plugs them. Many o= tie wolves 

had terrible cases of mange mites, which 

caused hair loss and severe itching. Some 

of the infected animals hardly had any 

fur left.  

After they trapped and treated the ani

mals, wildlife managers had to deter

mine which ones were real wolves. When 

they removed all the wolves they thought

were tainted by coyote genes, they were 

left with 43 animals. After subsequent 

cullings, just 17 pure red wolves 

remained. Fourteen -f those wolves 

became the founding members of a cap

tive breeding program an the ancestors 

of all the red wolves alive today.  

It was an inglorious ending for a wild 

species and an apex predator - trapped 

in a tiny corner cf its former territory, 

ravaged by parasites, breeding with coy

otes and surrounded by interlc pers 

ready to take over. If the government had
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gray wolf 

red wolf 

coyote 

red fox 

waited a couple more years to act, it 

might have been too late. In 1980, with 
the last red wolves in captivity, the species 
was declared extinct in the wild.  

The coyote is the trickster in Native 
American lore - clever and highly 
adaptable. The gray wolf is a cunning, 
fearsome creature. The red wolf is ...  

what, exactly? The problem was that red 
wolves had mostly died off before anyone 
could study them in the wild. The red 
wolf is somehow considered less "wolfy" 
than the gray wolf, yet it's more than just 
a large coyote. Like other wolves, red 
wolves live in small packs. They feed on 
rabbits, raccoons and nutria; they are 

elusive and generally avoid humans.  
The Fish and Wildlife Service con

siders the red wolf a distinct species, 
though its taxonomic status isn't com

pletely clear and debate is ongoing.  
"Red wolves, which are big-eared and 

short-coated, slender, spindly, stilt

legged for coursing through the 

Southern marshes or under tall forests, 

have always impressed observers as being 
rather rudimentary and unemphatic for 

wolves," writes Edward Hoagland in his 
essay "Lament of the Red Wolf." "Behav
iorally they resemble gray wolves; ecolog
ically they are more like coyotes." 

In the canid family, the red wolf seems 
to suffer from middle child syndrome.  

After the red wolf roundup, a captive 
breeding program was set up at the Point 
Defiance Zoo in Tacoma, Wash. The 
breeding program was expanded to zoos 
across the country, and in Texas, Fossil 
Rim Wildlife Center in Glen Rose, the 
Texas Zoo in Victoria and the Fort 
Worth Zoo have captive red wolves and 

participate in the program.  

After several years, the Fish and Wild
life Service was ready to reintroduce red 
wolves into the wild.  

In an unprecedented move, red wolves 

were released at Alligator River National 

Wildlife Refuge in North Carolina in 
1987. The refuge, on a peninsula near 
the Outer Banks, provided an isolated, 

controlled environment, with few peo

ple, plenty of prey and no coyotes. The 
first years were bumpy, but when it got 

to the point where wild-born wolves

THE RED WOLF'S 
RANGE IN TEXAS 
DECREASED 
SIGNIFICANTLY 
IN THE 20TH 
CENTURY.

A
1900 

1970

were raising wild-born pups, wildlife 
managers figured the wolves might just 

make it.  

The red wolf program broke new 

ground again when it started a program 

called pup fostering, where captive-born 
pups are placed in dens with wild litters 
and raised as wild wolves - an innova

tion that helped increase the population.  
The wild population now clocks in at 

100 to 130 animals, with 175 more in 
captivity. Reintroduction of the red 

wolf stands as a true conservation tri

umph - it was the first predator 

restored after being declared extinct in 

the wild and paved the way for future 
wolf reintroductions.  

Two issues, however, continue to 
plague the red wolf recovery. The coyote 
continued its eastward march and since 

the mid-1990s has taken up residence 
near the red wolf. The constant crush of 
coyotes is like that throbbing headache 
that won't go away. Worried about 

hybridization, wildlife managers have 
been sterilizing the coyotes and putting 
them back as placeholders to keep other 
coyotes out.  

Gunshot mortality has been another 

problem, with seven or eight red wolves 
killed every year by hunters who mistake 
them for coyotes.  

Texas will have to watch the recovery 
from afar. Wendy Connally of TPWD's 
Wildlife Diversity Program says the 
agency considers the red wolf extirpated 
in Texas with no plans for recovery here.  

Andrew Sansom, former TPWD exec-

utive director, says he led an effort to get 
red wolves released on Matagorda Island 
in the 1990s. He liked the idea of having 
the wolf back near its final stronghold, 
but federal officials, pointing to the 
threat of coyotes, thought differently.  

Some folks in Southeast Texas still 
report seeing red wolves or something 
like them roaming the prairies and 
marshes of the area. Certainly, some red 
wolf genes would have been passed down 
through the years so that a little bit of the 
red wolf still lives on in the coyotes of 
the bayou country.  

Glynn Riley, a government trapper 

who witnessed the red wolf's final days in 
Texas, sees something wild and majestic 
in the red wolf. He is known for saying 
that "a mountain with a wolf on it stands 

a little taller." 
A mountain without a wolf on it, then, 

must stand a little shorter, and a state 

without a wolf, well, will have to settle for 
the long-faded howls of a misunder
stood creature of the night.  

What did Texas lose when the red 
wolves were carried away? Some might 
say good riddance.  

Roy McBride, a legendary trapper who 

caught red wolves for the recovery pro
gram, offers this: "They didn't leave a 
heritage. They didn't leave a building 
you could look at or dig a big hole or put 
in a dam. I guess the first rain that came 
along after the last one was caught 

washed out his tracks, and that was about 
the only sign they were ever there. We'll 

never have them again." * 
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No More Mr. Nice Watch 
Forget sleek and subtle, the Stauer Colossus Hybrid is one tough timepiece...now for less than $50!

N ever underestimate your cmpetition. Just ask Demetrius, the unfortunate Greek general who set out to conquer Rhodes in 
305 BC. He assumed that a massive force of 40,000 men a fleet of 
Aegean pirates and an arsenal of wall-smashing war machines 
would be enough to crush the -iny Greek island. He was wrong.  
The Rhodians were tougher than he thought. And so is this watch.  
If you've always believed that the biggest, baddest watches had to 
cost big, bad money, the $49 Staaer Colossus Hybrid Chrono
graph is here to change your mnC-.  

A monument to toughness. The people of Rhodes were ready 
for Demetrius and repelled his attack. To celebrate, they built the 
Colossus of Rhodes, a 107-foot bronze and iron giant that towered 
over the harbor like a ten-story trophy. It warned future invaders 
that "Rhodes is tougher than ycu -hink." You give the same mes
sage when you wear the Stauer Colossus.  

The timepiece that works twice as hard. The Colossus Hy
brid Chronograph will keep you on schedule, but it's about mucz 
more than time. The impcsing case features a rotating 
gunmetal bezel that frames the silver, black and yellow face. You'll 
find a battalion of digital displays on the dial arranged behind a 
pair of luminescent hands and a bold yellow second hand. Pow
ered by a precise quartz moverLen-, the watch is doubly accurate 
in analog and digital mode.  

The Colossus is packed with plenty of handy extras including a 
bright green EL back-light for enhanced nighttime visibility, a 
tachymeter along the outer dial and a full comolernent of alarms 
and split-second countdown timers. It secures with a folded steel 
bracelet that highlights a row c- strik-ng dark center links. It's a 
rugged watch that's more than ready for your daily grind.

More watch for less money. Big-name watchmakers raise 
their prices because they can get away with it. But Stauer wants 
to turn luxury on its head. We sent the Colossus Hybrid to an 
independent appraiser who works with auction houses, luxury 
estate sales and insurance companies. He valued the watch at 
S199. We thanked him fcr his professional opinion and then ig
nored it. Because we still want you to wear it for ONLY $49.  
Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Wear the Stauer Colossus 
Hybrid Chronograph for 30 days and if you are not 100% thrilled 
with your purchase, return it for a full refund of your purchase 
price. But once you get a taste of more watch for less money, it's 
likely you'll be back for more... and we'll be waiting.  

VATCH SPECS: -Easy-to-read analog/digital modes -Back-lighting & luminescent 
hancs - Tachymeter, countdown timers & alarms - Folded stainless steel bracelet 
f ts a 6 3/4"-9" wrist 
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Cad now to take advantage cf this limited offer. i 

1-888-277-8380f limited 

Promotional Code CHW440-04 4,500 orders 
Please mention this code when you calL to this ad

% .Stauer has a Better Business 
asla Bureau Rating of A+ 

$tauer(9 14101 Southcros: Drive W, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com

Dept. CHW440-04

What Stauer Clients Are Saying 
About Our Hybrid Watches 

"Great watch... an 
impressive piece straight 

out of the box." 
- C. FROM COLORADO 

Previous 
retail $79.  

NOW/, on your 
wrist for $49 
For a limited 

time only



GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST 

M A R F E T P L A C1 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 799-1045

MAGNUM
HUNTING PRODUCTS 

Controllers.  

Timers

www.maginhunting.com

Head Triangutation 

-s .

Or Call 

281-261-0803

V

Yr~

Handcrafted laque 
displays dental 

wear patterns to 
determine age 

great gift! 

(830)257-x538 
Wildlife Erterorises 

Kerrvilll, TX

i eenterprises.com
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12" X 15" Laminated poster 
details physical characteristics 
for Yearling Immature, Mature 
and Post Mature Buck Deer 

$6.95 ea 
ideal for deer blinds! 

(830)257-4538 
Wildlife Enterprises,Kerrville, TX 

www~widlifeeterprseco
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PRI DUT IN SRIE

R DATO EDEN.E 

LANDTX' 
BE ST RANCHES. BEST FOLKS.  

4 RANCH BROKERAGE, CONSULTING 
AND EVALUATION 

4 CUSTOM HIGH-END RANCH MAPS 

4 AUCTION/PRIVATE TREATY SALES

RIO FRIo LODGING 
& NATURE CENTER 

Retreat to 
the Hills for 

a Week or 
~ Weekend of 

Relaxation & 
Adventure 

Birding, Bat Flight, Kyak & Nature Tours 

www.texasnaturequest.com - 830.966-2320 
www.hillcountryadventures.ccm - www.fr.olodging.com

I
TEER@B Jungle Travel Washcloth.  

Rinses clean and stinkiy free.  
2 paclj $8 

www.lunatecgear.com

Ii e l I I t Specializing in

3.1 shallow water flats 

I, ;11 01 -i i . ~~fishing for redfish, ru lo n e ' 

trout & flounder.  
* Full Day / Half [ay 

Baffin trips 
' Kayak Rentals 
; Kayaks Shuttle Drop off / pick up 
" Nature Boat Trips for Photography 

aid Private Whooping Crane Tours 

rCall (361) 6S 6545 
rockportredrunnercyahoo.com 

ww .r c k p or t red run n e r.c omr

rr 

FREE 
Information! 

To receive more information on our 

advertisers, fill out the card at left orgo to 

www.tpwmagazine.com/advertising/thismonth or 

scan the QR code below withyour smartphone.  

1. C. Kirk Root Designs, pg. 16-17,20-21 
800-299-5475 

ww.kirkro designs. com 

2. ExOfficio/Whole Earth Provision Co., 
inside back cover 
www.WholeEarthProvision. com 

3. Hawthorn Guild, pg. 51 
434-283-8300 

www.thehawthornguild.com 

4. Johnny Stout, pg. 51 
830-606-4067 

www.stoutknives.com 

5. LaRue Tactical, pg. 23 
512-259-1585 

www.larue.com 

6. Pure Texan, pg. 51 
888-655-4367 

www.puretexan.com 

7. May Ranch, pg. 13 
361-494-9699 

www.MAY-RANCH.com 

8. Sand Creek Post & Beam, pg. 22 

888-489-168o 

www.sandcreekpostandbeam.com 

9. Texas Almanac, pg. 51 
940-369-5243 

www.TexasAlmanac.com 

10. Texas A&M Press, pg. 11 
800-826-89i1 

www.tamupress.com 

11. Texas Forest Service, pg. 25 
www.dontmovefirewood. org 

12. YETI Coolers/Whole Earth Provision 
Co., pg. 19 
www.WholeEarthProvision.com 

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE * 55
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HIDE HERE.  

CLEAN, DRAIN, DRY YOUR BOAT.

prop anchor dock lines

motor 
live 

wells bilge

hull rollers bunks 
prop 

axle

r Clean Your Boat. Save Your Lake.  
Zebra mussels are small invasive species 

f that can spread from lake to lake by hitching 
a ride on your boat and trailer. One female can have up to a 
million microscopic larvae. They mature quickly, attach to 
hard surfaces and can damage your boat and engine. They 
hurt aquatic life, ruin ecosystems and fisheries - even affect 
your water supply. You can keep that from happening by 
cleaning your boat, motor, trailer and gear of all debris and 
draining it of all water. Then dry it for at least a week or wash 
it all with hot, soapy water before boating in another waterbody.  
Learn more at www.texasinvasives.org.

HELLO ZEBRA MUSSELS.  
GOODBYE TEXAS LAKES.

QoVTJ ti

Itr::ll a r:Em 1 alll i'N a_; .i.t Yir u :f r 

* Texas Ranch Life. Restored historic Texas 
homes on 1,400-acre ranch between Bellville & 
Chappell Hill. Weekend rental includes bass 
fishing, trail and chuckwagon rides, cutting, 
bird/coyote/raccoon hunting and cow works 
available.  
www.texasranchlife.com (866) TEXASRL 

C 0T 

* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country, 
mid-1800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, 
hot tub, fireplaces, golf.  
www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100 

HUNTSVILLE 

* The Whistler B&B. 1859 Victorian home, 
lovingly restored. Original antiques. Peaceful 
atmosphere on three wooded acres. Gourmet 

breakfast.  

www.thewhistierbnb.com (800) 404-2834 

* The Lamb's Rest Inn. Located on the 
Guadalupe River. Featuring garden with foun

tain, pool, and hot tub, private balconies and 
fireplaces. Delightful breakfasts often served al 

fresco.  

www.lambsrestinn.com (888) 609-3932 

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic 
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient 

oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquili

ty. Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farm

house, all with private spa therapy rooms.  

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089 

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.  
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread 

over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from 

town.  
www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020 

NEW BRAUN FE LS 

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & 
Danville Schoolhouse. 43-acre deer haven 

near Gruene, rivers. Getaways, reunions, wed

dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, 

Jacuzzis. Delicious breakfasts.  

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372 

HoopEs' HOUSE 
RocKpoRT, TEXAs 
(800) 924-1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com 

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.  
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.  
PULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE.  

i ", LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL 
F FOR HOLIDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, 
BIRTHDAYS, COMPANY GIFTS ETC...  

Gift Certificates 
ORDER ONLINE ON A SECURE SERVER 

WWW.TEXASBB.ORG
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THIS MONTH'S INNSIDER CHOICE is 
Historic Kuebler Waldrip Haus 

Bed & Breakfast 

Enjoy a quiet setting with an original pioneer home, an original 
one-room schoolhouse and a separate cabin. We are located on 
43 scenic acres with 10 rooms minutes from New Braunfels, 
Gruene, the Guadalupe and Comal rivers, and Canyon Lake.  

Guests enjoy a full breakfast and a common room with snacks, 
drinks and Texas Blue Bell Ice Cream. It is easy and quick to 

book a room by calling.  

(830) 625-8300 or (800) 299-8372 HISTORlC KUEl13LER WA LDRIP 

www.kueblerwaldrip.com BED & BRIEAKFAST

trailer
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Experts warn that millions of rings may be " romantically defective" 
when compared to the stunning DiamondAura* 5-Stone Ring for ONLY $99!

She loves natural diamonds. She loves you even more. Bu: when even 1-carat 
stones can sell for as much as $9,000, 
it's time to reconsider your relationship...  
with diamcnds. Compared to the 
Stauer DiamondAura 5-Stone Ring with 
nearly 2 carats, a skimpy diamond is 
"romantically defective." Have you over
paid only to be unde-whelmed? Send it 
back. You can do better. You can do bigger.  
And you can absolutely take her breath 
away for under $100.  

When "cute" is a four-letter word. If 
you want to make a romantic impression, 
go big. Cute doesn't cut it. Your love 
deserves to be wowed. If you're a billion
aire with money to burn, turn the page.  
Everyone else? What you read next just 
might change your life. There's only one 
way to find out...  

Science not snobbery. Thanks to the 
advanced science behind our exclusive 
DiamondAura, you can experience supe
rior clarity and larger carat weights with
out the outrageous cost of natural 
diamonds. DiamondAura is crafted using 
an incredibly complex process that 
involves heating rare minerals to temper
atures of nearly 5000 F. After expert cut
ting and polishing, every lab-created

DiamondAura retains tb-e classic jeweler's 
specifications. includir-g color, clarity, 
cut and carat weight. DiamondAura does
n't emulate -he world's most perfect 
diamonds... it surpasses them. The color 
dispersion is actually superior to mined 
diamonds. You get more sparkle, fire and 
flawless beauty for a fraction of the price.  

Scintillating in sterling silver. Our 
quest for perfection doesn't end in the lab.  
Passionate designers bring insp rat on 
from history books and Fifth Avenue 
showrooms to every inch of the S-Stone 
Ring. The ring features a classic quinte: of 
round-cut, lab-created DiamondAura, 2 1/3 
carats prong-set in the fines: .925 sterLng 
silver. A spectacular alternative for those 
occasions when a lonely solitaire will 
sirvly not suffice.  
Romantic satisfaction guaranteed.  
If for any reason she doesn't completely 
adore the 5-Stone DiamondAura Ring, 

Smart Luxuries-Surprising Prices

return it within 30 days for a full refund of 
your purchase price. We're sc confident 
you'll fall for DiamondAura, that we'll 
include a stunning pair of 1-carat 
DiamondAura smds in sterling silver...  
absolutely FREE. **Plus, when you call 
today, you'll also get $300 in Stauer Gift 
Coupons ($25 to use every month for 
12 months with no minimum purchase 
required)! You played by the old rules 
and the big jewelry stores emptied your 
pockets. Our job is to fill them back up! 

IEWEIRlY SPECS: 
-21/3 :tw brilliant w-,ite DiamondAurc" 
- 925 stering-silver setting 

DiamrondAural 5-Stone Ring 
(2 1/3 ctw) - Orly $99+ S&P 
Specifying whole size 5-10 when ordering.  

PLUS FREE DiamondAura" stud 
earrings-a $99 value! 
Call now to take advantage of this 
extremely limited offer.  

1-888-870-7382 
Promotional Code FSR192-02 
Plrse rertion this code when you call.  

LI .. , Stauer has a Better Business 
B -_ Bureau Rating of A+ 

14101 Southcross Drive W., 

t er ept. FSR92-C2 
Buwrnsville, Minresota 55337 
www.stauer.com
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This page, wihartwork by for
mer AtEditor NnyMc
Gowan, ran as the back cover 

ofteDecember t1967 issue of 

acopnigTexas Parks & Wildlife maga
zine Theaccmpaningcap

tion read, "All personnel of the
W i ie 

opportu-

-rope
we do.

r

-

)L911



r 1>i 

FOR 25 YEARS EXOFFICID HAS CELEBRATED THE ADVENTURE TRAVELER. The thoughtful design that created the first 
technical travel shirt has evolved into a conplete line of fun tiona. and innovative clothing.  
Features like sun protection, qu-.ck dry fcbrics, and security okets allow people to explore 
the wor~.d and its wonders unhindered. Come see the n w fall styl s at Whole Earth Provision Co.
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