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For eons, the course of nature has inevitably persevered in this vast state. Every day, young plants 

push their way through the soil to seek the sun, one day dying and decomposing to provide nourish

ment for the plants that follow. Animals give birth to new generations in deep woods and riverbeds, some 

thriving, some losing the battle against the elements. In the end, nature has her way.  

When compared to that endless ebb and flow of life, perhaps 50 years seems little more than a speck 

of time. But during the past 50 years, the impact of human existence on the natural world has escalat

ed dramatically. Habitat shrinks daily, putting greater stress on animals. Increased water use and drought 

have posed critical problems for both flora and fauna. Left unattended, the situation for our wild plants 

and animals could become dire. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department was 

formed to protect and nurture our precious resources.  

In this special commemorative issue, we are pleased to share with you some of 

the highlights of the past half-century. To fit the efforts of thousands of TPWD 
omm"Y'emorat.) 

workers through five decades was quite a challenge. Most of us don't go home at 

night thinking, "There, I've saved an endangered species today" or "I just stocked ,, we a 
thousands of fingerlings into the river so there will be great fishing for years to 

come." Those wonderful accomplishments happen because of the support and ;re w 
teamwork of people who answer phones, fill out forms, hold planning meetings, 

collect samples, create television shows, investigate crimes, pick up trash, plant 

seeds, answer questions ... the list of duties, from the mundane to the fascinat

ing, is endless and as diverse as the creatures we protect and conserve. t 
We gathered notebooks full of historical facts and thousands of images to help 

us represent these 5o years of loving labor. From this treasure trove, we selected 

the most significant accomplishments and captivating photographs to tell our 

story. We are grateful for the hard work of the Natural Leader Program partici

pants of 2003, whose groundwork laid the foundation for this issue. TPWD news team leader Mike Cox 

helped consolidate their historical record into 50 accomplishments. TPWD photographer and photo 

archivist Chase A. Fountain combed through thousands of historical photographs for this project as well.  

Find links to those at www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tpwd5oth and www.tpwd.state.tx.us/5Oyears.  

You may notice that we dedicated a large portion of this issue to our treasured partners in this 

process. The state is too vast and the work too comprehensive for us to tackle alone. Our network of 

"friends" - from one person who picks up trash along the beach to organized groups dedicated to pre

serving parks - help us reach into every area of need in every corner of the state. Without that support 

from people just like you, none of this is possible.  

We hope you enjoy this retrospective as much as we enjoyed putting it all together. There is so much 

work still to be done, and so much enjoyment still to be found. Join us by becoming a TPWD ambas

sador at www.tpwd.state.tx.us/50years. Then, head outdoors and enjoy all the wonder and beauty that 

surround us. Make unforgettable memories with your family at a state park, try your luck at catching a 

ShareLunker or pick up a pair of binoculars and find that rare migrating bird, and you, too, will become 

a partner with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the wild things and places of this great state.  

LOUIE BOND 

EDITOR 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department mission statement: 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.  
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My Best Friend 
Is a Park 

It takes a village to nurture and protect Texas state parks.

BY ROB McCORKLE

/ 

e6 
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YOU CAN T H AVE TOO MANY F RIENDS, ACCOR DING TO T HE O L D 
saying, and it's a maxim that bears fruit for a majority of Texas state 
parks. Today, more than 50 friends groups partner with state parks 
and historic sites, providing much-needed brain, brawn and bounty to 
keep the parks humming along efficiently.  

Friends groups have been around since 1955, when the Washington-on-the
Brazos State Park Association was formed to help the "Birthplace of Texas 
Independence" The organization continues to this day, supplying volunteers 
and raising funds to support such heavily attended annual events as the 
Texas Independence Day and July 4 celebrations.  

To understand the importance of the role that friends groLps play in sup-
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At Monahans Sandhills State Park, the 

park friends group raised money to keep 

the campground open and to remodel the 

visitors center.
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port of Texas state parks, Kevin Good, 
special assistant to the state parks 
director, cites the case of Monahans 
Sandhills State Park.  

With significant budget cuts facing 
the state park system in the early 
1990s, the West Texas park proposed 
shutting down its campground to 
save money. Good says that prompt
ed Kitty Dunagan to form the Friends 
of Monahans Sandhills, which raised 
$9,000 to keep the campgrounds 
open and contributed another 
$1,000 to establish a park endow
ment. The Monahans endowment, 
the first in the state park system, has 
grown to roughly $250,000, accord
ing to Good.  

But the Monahans organization 
wasn't finished. In 1994, the friends 
group approached TPWD's then
Executive Director Andy Sansom 
about the park's need to update its 
visitors center.

veston Island State Park - began 
showing up at the park with shovels 
and trash bags to clean up the devas
tation, tear damaged structures down 
to the studs, replant dune grasses 
and perform other necessary tasks.  
Within six months, the park opened to 
day users who were welcomed by 
FoGISP volunteers at the nature cen
ter, which had been renovated and 
repurposed to serve as the park's new 
welcome center.  

"Following the storm, the Friends of 
Galveston Island and volunteers from 
across the country exemplified how 
individuals standing behind their princi
ples can pull together to accomplish in 
a short time what would have taken us 
as an agency years to complete on our 
own," says Justin Rhodes, state parks 
Region 4 director.  

Founded in 2001 by local supporters 
of the island park, the friends group 
boasts nearly 200 members who have

logged countless volunteer hours.  
Organization members help fill the 
funding gap by augmenting park staff 
when needed, helping with the park's 
preservation efforts and providing 
enriching experiences and education 
programs. Today, the state park is 
operating at near capacity with 30 bay
side and 33 seaside campsites open 
for business.  

Good says it was under Sansom's 
leadership during the funding chal
lenge of the early '90s that TPWD's 
friends group program began to pick 
up steam with a renewed interest in 
garnering more support for state 
parks from outside groups. The atti
tude toward friends groups went 
from a "sort of benign neglect to 
strong encouragement" to form 
more groups, Good says.  

"More and more park managers 
began to see that creating a friends 
group could be a good thing because

o- exaa a~r~t ttW t~ n.~~ oav t ctt Vr~p -to 4z Un 
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"Andy told them to get with the 
agency's exhibit staff and told group 
leaders if they could raise half the 
money needed to bring the center up 
to speed and install new exhibits, the 
project would be moved to the top of 
the list," recalls Good. "The prce tag to 
remodel the center and install new 
exhibits came to $320,000. The group 
embarked on a fundraising campaign, 
and a year later they had the money.  
The renovated Kitty and Conrad 
Dunagan Visitor Center was dedicated 
in 1999 with TPW Commissioner Nolan 
Ryan in attendance" 

Galveston Island State Park was 
almost wiped off the map on Sept. 13, 
2008, by Hurricane Ike, the most 
expensive hurricane to ever strike the 
Texas coast. The seaside campgrounds 
and headquarters were destroyed, and 
park officials faced 2,000 acres of 
debris the day after.  

Agency officials lamented that it 
would take perhaps a couple of years 
to clean up and reopen the park. But 
ardent park supporters - many of 
them members of Friends of Gal-

WHAT DRIVES 
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for the outdoors.
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they needed the support and they 
knew it would be worth the invest
ment of time and effort" Good says.  

Thcse investments of time and 
energy have paid handsome financial 
a-d hLman dividends over the past 
two decades at such places as Palo 
Duro Canyon State Park and the 
Battleship Texas, whose legislatively 
mandated Battleshio Texas Com
mission has morphed over the years 
ino a private but influential advisory 
board known today as the Battleship 
Texas =oundation. The Battleship 
Texas Foundation tcday claims more 
than 4,000 membe-s who have 
raised and donated several million 
collars to TPWD to keep the ship 
afloa- and to educate the public 
about the history and current shape 
of the historic battleship.  

The endowment for Palo Duro's 
f ends group, Partners in Palo Duro 
Canyon Foundation, has ballooned to 
almost a quarter-million dollars. The 
fLnd is tapped as needed to help pur
chase equipment, such as new all
terra n vehicles, heavy equipment and 
o-her critical supplies and materials. In

The Partners in Palo 

Duro Canyon Founda

tion has established an 

endowment of almost a 
quarter-million dollars 

and paid for portions 

of the park's new 

recreation hall.

spring 2012, TPWD officials gathered 
with Amarillo and Canyon community 
leaders for the dedication of a hand
some new recreation hall (the Mack 
Dick Group Pavilion) built largely with 
private donations. Donations from the 
park's friends group were used to pur
chase the interior/exterior furnishings, 
commercial kitchen appliances and 
audio/visual equipment.  

"Some other groups worth noting 
would include the Friends of the Lost 
Pines and their efforts since the fire" 
Good says. "The Devil's Sinkhole 
Society provides the only public 
access to that site. The Palmetto group 
donated a cabin that is earning rev
enue for their site." 

Without the generous contribution 
of both time and money from thou
sands of friends throughout the 
state, the Texas state park system 
would have a much more difficult 
time maintaining the world-class 
status that all Texans have come to 
expect. There's still plenty of room 
for you in the ranks of your local state 
park friends group. After all, couldn't 
everyone use a few more friends? *
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Game Fish for All 
Research, partnerships keep Gulf and bays stocked for anglers.  

BY DYANNE FRY CORTEZ

THE WORLD'S FIRST RED DRUM HATCHERY WAS A PUBLIC-PRIVATE 
partnership. A state agency, a nonprofit conservation group and a utili
ty company came together to make it happen.  

The Gulf Coast Conservation Association (GCCA) raised $1.4 million 
to build the facility. Central Power and Light of Corpus Christi offered a 

construction site at its Barney M. Davis power plant. The Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department provided staff and know-how, applying techniques developed at its 
marine research station in Palacios.  

What was then known as the John Wilson Marine Fish Hatchery produced its 
first crop of fingerlings in 1983. Today it's the CCA Marine Development Center, one 
of two production hatcheries on the Texas coast. Together, those facilities supply 
26 million red drum and spotted seatrout each year for stocking in Texas bay sys
tems. And they still depend on partnerships to keep them moving forward.  

The GCCA evolved into the Coastal Conservation Association (CCA), a national 
advocacy group with chapters in 17 states and a long list of accomplishments.  
But it started here in Texas when a small band of recreational anglers became 
concerned about overharvest in our coastal fisheries.  

It's probably fair to say that 50 years ago, most of the fishing public saw the Gulf 
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of Mexico and its associated bay sys
tems as an inexhaustible resource.  
Texas had a 14-inch minimum length 
limit on red drum, with no bag limits 
for commercial or recreational fishing.  
There were no statewide limits of any 
kind on spotted seatrout. By the mid
1970s, there were signs of declining 
populations. Reds in particular 
appeared to be in serious trouble.  

The GCCA, led by longtime chair
man Walter Fondren Ill, helped per
suade the Texas Legislature to pass 
the Red Drum Conservation Act of 
1977. The act tightened requirements 
for commercial licenses and set an 
annual harvest quota. When TPWD 
proposed new limits for recreational 
anglers, the group supported those 
efforts. In 1981, the GCCA successfully 
lobbied to have red drum and spotted 
seatrout classified as game fish, effec
tively putting a stop to commercial 
fishing in state waters. Eventually, 
commercial harvest of those species 
was outlawed in federal waters, too.  

While all this legal activity was going 
on, scientists at TPWD's Perry R. Bass 
Marine Fisheries Research Center and 
the University of Texas Marine Science 
Institute were attempting something 
that hadn't been done before. Could 
red drum be reared in captivity and 
stocked to rebuild wild populations? 

Pursuing their parallel lines of 
inquiry, sometimes sharing informa
tion, researchers found the sequence 
of temperature and lighting conditions 
that would fool reds into spawning in 

Fishing, anyone? TPWD, with corporate 

and nonprofit help, built hatcheries to 

stock redfish, flounder and spotted 

seatrout in bays along the Texas coast.
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the laboratory. Moving newly hatched 
larvae into rearing ponds was another 
challenge; it had to be timed just right.  
By the early '80s, all the elements 
were in place to launch a successful 
production hatchery.  

"We developed the technology 
through research. We developed the 
hatchery through partnership," says 
Gene McCarty, a former deputy exec
utive director of TPWD who served as 
first hatchery manager for the Corpus 
Christi site.  

When the need arose for an addi
tional marine hatchery, a new corpo
rate partner stepped up. Sea Center 
Texas opened in 1996 on 60 acres of 
land donated by Dow Chemical Co. in 
Lake Jackson.  

Actually, Dow got involved in the 
1980s. A couple of extreme winters 
brought freezing temperatures to 
Texas bays, killing millions of fish and 
reminding biologists that it's never a 
good idea to put all your eggs in one 
basket. Dow offered to build some red 
drum rearing ponds at its Brazosport 
plant, 150 miles up the coast from 
Corpus Christi. TPWD stocked the 
ponds with excess larvae from the 
CCA hatchery. From 1985 through 
1995, more than 45 million fingerlings 
came out of those four satellite ponds.  

The success of that effort led to 
plans for a full-scale hatchery and edu
cation center. Once again, the CCA 
helped raise money for construction.  
The federal Sport Fish Restoration 
Program added matching funds.  
Residents of the City of Lake Jackson 
approved a bond issue to build a road 
and bridge to the site. Today, Sea 
Center occupies 75 acres and attracts 
more than 60,000 visitors each year.  
Dow provides water for hatchery oper
ations via a pump station that runs on 
the plant's generated electricity.  

Graduate students from UT's Marine 
Science Institute and Texas A&M's Sea 
Grant College do research projects at 
TPWD marine hatcheries, earning aca
demic credit while helping to fine-tune 
production of red drum, spotted 
seatrout and, more recently, flounder.  
CCA's Texas chapter is still funding 
research and conservation projects, 
and TPWD's Coastal Fisheries Division 
is still joining forces with old and new 
partners to make fishing better. *

Summer's here!_.
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Mothering Nature 
Land and water conservation depends on private landowners.  

BY RLUSSELL ROE
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& ; 2

HEN IT WAS TIME TO NAME THE WINNER OF THE 2009 
Lone Star Land Steward Award, the choice seemed like a natural.  

J. David Bamberger, who owns a 5,500-acre Blanco County 
ranch, served on the Texas Parks and Wildl fe Department com
mittee that created the awards program anc ias spread the 

message of land stewardship for decades. It was his tun tc be honored with the 
top prize. The awards ceremony was packed with those he La: inspired to care 
for soil and trees, grass and water, flowers and wildlife.  

Bamberger talked about how he took an overgrazed ranch and turned it into a 
place where springs flowed and native grasses returned. They had all heard the 
story before, but the message was no less powerful.  

It's a message the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department spreads through pro
grams like the Lone Star Land Steward Awards, which iave recognized private 
landowners for excellence in habitat management and wilclife conservation since 
1995. TPWD is partners with the Sand County Foundation, ar Iternational non
profit organization devoted to private land conservation, in iss-_ing the Leopold 
Conservation Award (the top land steward prize) along with several eco-region 
awards each year.  

With 95 percent of Texas land in private hands, TPWD co -ts on private 
landowners to share its mission in conserving land anc water. -he future health of 
our lands and the wild things and wild places they sustain depends on the efforts 
of these Texas families.

"In a state primarily held by private 
landowners, if we're going to make 
good conservation impacts, the only 
opportunity to really do that on any 
scale is with the landowners," says 
Arlene Kalmbach, coordinator of 
TPWD's Landowner Incentive 
Program. "We're doing projects that 
restore native prairie. We're doing proj
ects that plant longleaf pine. We're 
doing projects that protect riparian 
[streamside] areas and springs" 

Through the land steward awards, 
the Landowner Incentive Program and 
habitat management programs, 
TPWD has worked with landowners 
from the mountains of West Texas to 
the pineywoods of East Texas, from 
the plains of the Panhandle to the 
rangeland of South Texas, effectively 
enlisting those landowners as conser
vation partners around the state.  

In many cases, land steward winners 
had been working with TPWD biolo
gists for years to get guidance on how 
best to manage their lands.  

As of February 2013, TPWD biolo
gists were assisting more than 8,000 
landowners in implementing wildlife 
management plans on more than 29 
million acres.  

TPWD also depends on groups such 
as the Texas Wildlife Association, the 
Nature Conservancy, the Environ
mental Defense Fund, the Meadows 
Center for Water and the Environment, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
universities to accomplish its conser
vation objectives.  

Building on the success of its 
landowner assistance programs, 
TPWD has been initiating watershed
scale conservation projects to pro
tect Texas waterways, and those 
projects require the help of organiza-

i6 * JULY 2013



tions and landowners.  
Everyone in a watershed is affected 

by whatever else happens in that 
watershed. Partnerships among 
those connected to a watershed are 
key to making the projects work.  
Rather than using a regulatory 
approach, TPWD helps empower 
communities to take care of their 
watersheds with a holistic view.  

Two of the bigger projects are under 
way in the Texas Hill Country.  

The South Llano River received its 
first stocking of Guadalupe bass, the 
state fish, in spring 2011. The stocking 
marked a new chapter in a decades
long effort to save the fish and was 
part of TPWD's new watershed 
approach to conservation. TPWD and 
its partners are working to accomplish 
several tasks on the South Llano: fight 
erosion by stabilizing riverbanks and 
planting native plants; enhance river 
habitat by installing boulder and log 
complexes; offer grants to landowners 
to manage the river corridor and share 
river protection strategies.  

The South Llano Watershed 
Alliance, made up of riverside land
owners and other stakeholders, has 
been working with TPWD, landown
ers, local governments, state and fed
eral agencies, conservation groups 
and local fishing groups to enhance 
the watershed. The alliance is a 2013 
land steward award winner.  

On the Nueces River, a team of pri
vate landowners and conservation part
ners led by the Nueces River Authority 
has been working to remove invasive 
giant river cane from the river to return 
it to a more historically natural state.  
The landowners and volunteers have 
been engaged in hand-to-hand combat 
to remove the cane, and the removal 
effort has spread to the Sabinal River as 
well. TPWD has offered money, support 
and technical guidance.  

For Bamberger, the work never 
stops. With TPWD funding, he's estab
lished populations of Texas snowbell 
on ranches throughout the Hill 
Country. In the process, he exceeded 
his original goal of 500 plants, estab
lished working relationships with 
landowners, discovered several new 
wild snowbell populations and contin
ued his mission to spread the good 
word of Texas conservation. *
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OUGHLY TWICE AS MANY PEOPLE BUY FRESHWATER FISHING 
licenses in Texas as buy hunting licenses (even though hunting in 
Texas is huge), and the reason swims in reservoirs from one end of 
the state to the other: largemouth bass.  

Following the drought of the 1950s, Texas went on a reservoir
building binge that lasted for more than 20 years, and all those new honey-holes 
attracted anglers like flies. Bass fishing became hugely popular in Texas. Liberal 
size and bag limits encouraged people to practice "catch-and-release-to-grease." 

Fisheries suffered as a result of overharvesting. Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department fisheries biologists responded by tinkering with regulations to 
encourage harvesting of surplus populations of fish while protecting those of 
spawning size. But something else was needed: a change in attitude among 
anglers. That change to a catch-and-release mentality started in the 1970s, about 
the time Florida largemouth bass were introduced into Texas.  

The Florida largemouth bass, better adapted to lake conditions than Texas 
riverine bass, grows larger than native Texas bass, and this transformed the Texas 
bass fishery from a meat fishery to a trophy fishery. Anglers realized that fish 
released back into the water would continue to grow, while those released into hot 
grease would not.  

Stocking Florida largemouth bass elevated Texas bass fishing from good to 
great. It took a lot of work by TPWD and partnerships with many individuals, com
panies and government entities.  

It almost didn't happen. When then-director of fisheries Bob Kemp proposed 
bringing Florida largemouth bass to Texas on an experimental basis, the 
department refused to pay for it. So Kemp did it on his own, with his own 
money. He had bass flown in from Florida and Cuba (where they'd been intro

Texas anglers have seen quite a few 

changes over the years, including 

the introduction of Florida large
mouth bass and a move toward 
catch-and-release fishing.  
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duced), and he had TPWD hatchery 
staff and Inland Fisheries biologists 
do studies to make sure the bass 
would survive in Texas and to learn 
how big they would grow here.  

Partnerships made it possible to do 
that. Private individuals and companies 
in East Texas allowed TPWD to stock 
Florida bass in their private waters and 
monitor them. The results were exactly 
what Kemp was hoping for: Florida 
bass in Texas waters grew much larger 
than native northern largemouth bass.  
Even better, they did it quickly.  

The next step was to share the 
bounty, and that took cooperation 
from numerous reservoir-operating 
authorities to aid with stocking fish in 
their reservoirs. Even though recre
ational use of the new reservoirs was a 
sideshow to the flood control, water 
supply, irrigation and power genera
tion the reservoirs were built for, reser
voir authorities cooperated. Some, 
such as the Sabine River Authority, 
worked closely with TPWD fisheries 
biologists to groom new reservoirs for 
fishing. One of those reservoirs, Lake 
Fork, produced the current state 
record largemouth bass and has sent 
nearly 250 bass (13 pounds or larger) 
to the Toyota ShareLunker program.  

Lake Fork also produced the very 
first ShareLunker, a fish named Ethel.  
Ethel was the catalyst for a partner
ship with Bass Pro Shops. Mark 
Stevenson, the angler who caught 
Ethel, loaned her to Bass Pro Shops 
for display in its one-and-only store at 
the time in Springfield, Mo. That part
nership endured. Bass Pro Shops 
founder Johnny Morris provided a 
substantial amount of the funding for 
the Richard M. Hart and Johnny 

z Morris Conservation Center at the

Fishy Friends 
Passion for bass inspires efforts to improve lakes.  

BY LARRY D. HODGE
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Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center.  
The memo line of his check read: 
"In Memory of Ethel." 

The ShareLunker program spawned 
a whole new crop of partnerships 
or, it might be said, was spawned by 
them. Lone Star Brewing Company, 
Jungle Labs, Cajun Boats, Anheuser 
Busch and Toyota have provided the 
funds needed to operate the program 
from its inception to the present day.  
The resulting state-of-the-art DNA
testing equipment will fine-tune the 
ShareLunker selective breeding pro
gram so that only pure Florida females 
are mated with pure Florida males to 
produce fish that will have the greatest 
impact on the genetics of a reservoir's 
fish population as a whole.  

And the story is far from over.  
Natural systems (lakes) have the 
capacity to regenerate themselves 
and maintain the habitat and food 
sources that fish need. Reservoirs 
typically lack native aquatic plants 
and tend to decline over time as the 
nutrients that were present when the 
lake was impounded are used up.  
New partnerships are currently 
being forged with individuals, angler 
and conservation organizations and 
businesses to grow and stock native 
aquatic plants in reservoirs and 
to place constructed fish habitat 
in reservoirs.  

Government and natural resource 
conservation agencies alone do not 
have the resources to carry out all the 
needed projects, but the hope is that 
involving anglers and others interested 
in maintaining adequate supplies of 
quality water for humans, fish and 
wildlife will be the ultimate partnership.  
The angler who catches a trophy bass 
off a brush pile she helped place in the 
lake or the waterfront property owner 
who no longer has problems access
ing his boat dock because invasive 
vegetation has been replaced by 
native plants he helped put there 
appreciates the value of partnerships 
in a very real, personal way.  

These partnerships exemplify 
TPWD's core messages. Everything is 
connected. Everyone does play a part.  
When you have a big bass on the end 
of your line, life outside isn't just better.  
It's awesome. *
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TEXAS H AS 532 GAME WA RDENS, BUT ON A PURELY STATISTICAL 
basis, that means there are only a couple of officers for each of the 
state's 254 counties. And when the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department was created by the Legislature in 1963, far fewer wardens 
were available to enforce hunting and fishing laws across a state that 

has 262,017 square miles of land and more than 3 million surface acres of water.  
Wardens who provide "off the pavement" law enforcement have always relied 

on two major partners - other law enforcement agencies and concerned citi
zens who support not only law and order in general, but conservation of our 
natural resources.  

On the local level, game wardens work closely with county sheriffs and consta
bles as well as police departments. Serving Texas since 1895, and fully commis
sioned as peace officers since 1971, Texas game wardens routinely back up local 
officers on their calls, from domestic disturbances to drug cases and homicides.  
Similarly, local officers are always there if a game warden needs assistance.

Game wardens depend on assistance from 
other law enforcement agencies and 
concerned citizens. They lead the way in 
conservation enforcement and have the 
authority to enforce all Texas laws.  

Wardens also partner in their 
enforcement efforts with their fellow 
state officers: Texas Department of 
Public Safety troopers, Texas Rangers 
and other officers with the DPS. Also 
at the state level, game wardens work 
with Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission agents and commis
sioned officers with the state attorney 
general's office.  

Beyond teaming with other law 
enforcement officers, TPWD game 
wardens depend a great deal on help 
from the general public.  

The first way Texans assist game 
wardens in doing their job is simply by 
complying with the law, whether it is 
possessing a valid hunting or fishing 
license before taking game or fishing in 
public waters or abiding by bag limits 
and other hunting or fishing laws. In 
fact, voluntary compliance is the foun
dation of any law enforcement effort.  
No conservation agency has enough 
wardens to enforce the law without the 
cooperation of law-abiding citizens.  

Another type of partnership comes 
from the willingness of people to do 
what's right in reporting game law vio
lations or even suspicious behavior 
that might signal illegal activity.  

Last spring, for example, a tip to a 
game warden led to one of the most 
significant drug seizures in TPWD's 
history. Wardens working with the U.S.  
Border Patrol arrested two suspects
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'Off the Pavement' 
Protection 

Public cooperation helps game wardens serve vast areas.  

BY MIKE COX
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and seized more than 4,000 pounds 
of marijuana with an estimated street 
value of nearly $4 million.  

From another tip, wardens seized 52 
mounted animal heads and other taxi
dermy items, all possibly hunted ille
gally in numerous states and Canada.  

While information in those two 
cases came directly to the depart
ment from the public, thousands of 
game law violators (and no shortage 
of more serious criminals) have been 
brought to justice thanks to TPWD's 
long-standing partnership with 
Operation Game Thief.  

Begun in 1981 as a result of laws 
passed by the 67th Legislature to help 
curtail poaching, OGT offers rewards 
of up to $1,000 for information lead
ing to the arrest and conviction for a 
wildlife crime. OGT is a function of 
TPWD's Law Enforcement Division 
and has been responsible for the pay
ment of more than $200,000 in 
rewards and the assessment of well 
over $1 million in fines.  

Privately funded, the program is 
dependent on financial support from 
the public through the purchase of 
OGT merchandise and memberships, 
donations, sponsorships and gifts. The 
program also hosts annual fundraising 
events, including sporting clay shoot
ing events in Austin, Houston, Midland 
and San Antonio.  

In addition to calls to the OGT 
24-hour tip hotline at 800-792-4263 
(GAME), information via texting could 
qualify for a cash reward. The Tip411 
program gives the public the option of 
texting information directly to TPWD 
communication operators.  

Report violations via text: 
" From your cellphone enter 847411 in 

the "TO:" box.  
- Then enter tpwd (not case specific) 

in the message box, followed by a 
space.  

" Type a message and send. All stan
dard texting charges still apply.  
OGT averages 1,500 calls a year, 

many resulting in the filing of game vio
lation cases and some of them leading 
to arrests for felony crimes. This new 
technology is expected to increase the 
number of citizen tips received.  

For more information on the OGT 
program and events, visit the pro
gram's website at www.ogttx.com. *

-4..  
Big Thicket National Preserve, Village Creek State Park, 

Neches River Tours, Wildlife Encounters, Botanical 
Gardens, Gator Country Adventure Park & Swamp Tours 

Blaze a trail to Beaumont! Check out our new online hiking, biking, birding 
and paddling trail maps at BeaumontCVB.com/trails.
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BACK BEFORE CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES, FOLKS RELIED ON 
family and neighbors to help build large structures by "raising the 
barn" together. The same hands-on partnerships are necessary for 
wildlife conservation today.  

Fortunately, Texas wildlife has many friends willing to roll up their 
sleeves to lend helping hands. One group in particular, the Texas Bighorn Society, 
epitomizes that barn-raising spirit. Three decades ago, this dedicated group of 
bighorn sheep enthusiasts began working toward the reintroduction of the desert 
bighorn sheep to its historic range in far West Texas. After garnering support from 
state leadership and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission, the TBS built 
"sweat equity" into bighorn conservation. They raised money to pay for conserva
tion projects, starting 30 years ago with the construction of four 10-acre bighorn 
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sheep brood pens at the Sierra Diablo 
Wildlife Management Area.  

Annually, the Texas Bighorn 
Society conducts work projects on 
public lands and private ranches in 
rugged bighorn country to enhance 
habitat for the sheep. Volunteers 
construct water supply devices and 
assist TPWD wildlife staff during 
bighorn sheep trapping and reloca
tion projects. Thanks to their dedica
tion to conservation, desert bighorn 
sheep now number nearly 1,500 ani
mals across seven West Texas 
mountain ranges. You can see some 
of the group's work and the bighorn 
sheep in action via webcam online at 
www.texasbighornsociety.org.  

Most wildlife conservation efforts 
in Texas occur behind the scenes on 
private property, understandable in a 
state where 95 percent of the land 
falls under private ownership.  
Groups like the Texas Wildlife Asso
ciation, the Nature Conservancy of 
Texas, Texas Audubon Society, Ducks 
Unlimited, the National Wild Turkey 
Federation, the Texas Chapter of the 
Wildlife Society, the Texas Quail 
Coalition, Texas Master Naturalists 
and many others help make wildlife 
conservation happen in Texas. As 
their names imply, many of these 
organizations are focused on provid
ing conservation for a targeted 
wildlife species. Other groups have 
broader or holistic interests. The 
commonality among these organiza
tions is their dedication to conserva
tion through grassroots collective 
efforts - barn-raising.  

These conservation entities don't 

Desert bighorn sheep have made a come

back in Texas, now occupying seven West 

Texas mountain ranges.

Wildlife Warriors 
Texans 'raise the barn' together to protect native animals.  

BY STEVE LIGHTFOOT
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operate in a vacuum, but rather under 
an umbrella known as the Texas 
Conservation Action Plan. This plan, 
designed by wildlife authorities prima
rily for resources most at risk, aims to 
bring people together to realize con
servation benefits, improve the status 
of species to prevent listings under the 
Endangered Species Act and preserve 
our natural heritage for future genera
tions through efforts at the local or 
regional level. Conservation goals are 
outlined in 11 eco-regional handbooks.  
You can find information about the 
TCAP and how to get involved online 
at www.tpwd.state.tx.us/landwater 
/land/tcap.  

Neighboring landowners have also 
joined forces to "raise the barn" for 
wildlife in their areas, forming 
landowner associations focusing on 
collaborative efforts that benefit 
wildlife. These organized efforts 
share resources and knowledge to 
achieve wildlife conservation across 
property lines. In places like East 
Texas, where land fragmentation has 
created a patchwork of habitats, 
these cooperatives help piece the 
landscape back together for the ben
efit of wildlife. These associations 
tackle some of the bigger habitat

management jobs, like prescribed fire 
projects, native grassland restoration 
and watershed protection.  

"Partnerships between agencies and 
conservation organizations and busi
nesses, as well as cooperative efforts 
among landowners, are the wave of 
the future as we all try to accomplish 
more effective conservation with limit
ed conservation funding," says Linda 
Campbell, TPWD's Private Lands 
Program director.  

With resources for wildlife conserva
tion limited, skilled volunteers are also 
contributing to wildlife conservation 
through groups like the Texas Master 
Naturalists program. Communities 
and organizations across the state 
rely on Master Naturalists for imple
menting youth outreach programs; for 
operating parks, nature centers and 
natural areas; and for providing lead
ership in local natural resource con
servation efforts. In addition, private 
landowners depend on the expertise 
of these volunteers to help them gain 
a broader scientific understanding of 
the ecology and management of their 
biological resources.  

It's a shared vision that keeps wildlife 
conservation in Texas strong, much like 
raising a barn. *

SIGHTS & SOUNDS TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE IV AND RADIO

July 7-13: 
Texas seafood history 
in film; coastal wind 
energy issues; the 
wildlife permit people; 
eye/ear protection; 
the other Big Bend; 
Fairfield Lake State 
Park; El Paso wildlife.  

July 14-20: 
Caprock Canyons

July 28-Aug. 3: 
Working on a moun
tain; discovering 
virtual bats; Cedar Hill 
bike trails; data man 
John Taylor; Gulf fish.

Passport to Texas is your guide to the great Texas out
doors. Any time you tune in, you'll remember why you 
love Texas. Go to www.passporttotexas.org to find a 
station near you that airs the series.

TEXAS PARKS & WILDLIFE 
Winner of 12 Emmy Awards, our television 
series is broadcast throughout Texas on local 
PBS affiliates. In stereo with closed captions.  

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/tv 

PASSPORT TO TEXAS 

Join host Cecilia Nasti weekdays for a 
90-second excursion into the Texas outdoors.  
Find a station near you, or listen on the Web, at 

www.passporttotexas.org
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The Nex 
so Years

TPWD's next half-century will be shaped 
by today's vision and groundwork.  

BY CARTER P. SMITH 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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YOU PAY ANY ATTENTION 
to birthdays, wedding 
anniversaries or any of ife's 
other mi estones, you 
certainly know that 50 is no 
run-of-the-mill number.  

Reaching it in some facet of one's life is 
always a cause for celebration.  

We at the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department agree, so this issue celebrates 
the 50th anniversary of how TPWD and its 
partners have been making life better 
outside for generations of Texans - past, 
present and future.
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By any measure, the department's past 
is a colorful one, including the events 
leading up to the merger of the State 
Parks Board with the Game and Fish 
Commission. One account attributes the 
merger's genesis to an infamous 
encounter between Game Warden 
Grover Simpson, then-U.S. Sen. Lyndon 
Baines Johnson and a powerful county 
judge. Another one references the politi
cal contretemps between the Game and 
Fish Commission and the influential 
Brown and Root corporate board over 
bay dredging practices surrounding 
Galveston Bay's oyster reefs. And still yet 
another story attributes the creation of 
TPWD to former Gov. John Connally's 
push to modernize state government and 
to rein in its various bureaucracies.  

Regardless of the reasons, there was a 
lot of angst over the deal. Ben Vaughan Ill, 
a prominent Austin-area rancher and 
lawyer, is the son of the late Ben Vaughan 
Jr., who was the chairman of the Game 
and Fish Commission immediately before 
the merger. As Vaughan recalls it, his dad 
was none too excited over the prospect. It 
was nothing against the parks, Vaughan 
said, but his father and other sportsmen 
had worked hard to build up the financial 
footing of the commission, and they were 
concerned about having their wagon 
hitched to the cash-strapped parks sys-
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tem. No doubt, those on the parks side of the equation had their own suite of mis
givings about the merger.  

With time on my side, I'd have to argue that one would be hard-pressed now to 
oppose the deal. The outcomes speak for themselves. The state park system has 
more than doubled in size and serves as a valuable portal for anglers, hunters and 
outdoor enthusiasts. World-class fish hatcheries have been built, and the state's 
freshwater and saltwater fisheries are the envy of the country. Redfish were saved 
from the gill-netters, brown pelicans were taken off the endangered species list, 
and bighorn sheep now roam West Texas mountains in numbers comparable to 
those of the late 1800s. More than 29 million acres of private lands are under vol
untary wildlife management plans, and hundreds of thousands of acres of marsh
es, grasslands, wetlands and forests have been restored.  

Thanks in no small part to the proud work of TPWD biologists, technicians, 
park rangers and game wardens, we enjoy an outdoors that is second to none.  
Texas harbors more bird, butterfly and reptile species than any other state and 
the second-highest number of species of plants and mammals. More than 
8 million people enjoy Texas state parks every year, and 2.7 million hunters and 
anglers help support more jobs than the state's three largest employers com
bined and contribute to the state's economy nearly twice the amount generated 
from receipts for cotton, the state's largest agricultural commodity. And, don't 
forget about nature tourism, which helps to sustain communities from Quitaque 
to Rockport and beyond.  

In short, there is much to celebrate ecologically, economically and recreationally.  
But, one might reasonably ask, what will the next 50 years at TPWD hold in 

store? For starters, our mission won't change. Our work with partners to steward 
the state's lands, waters, fish, wildlife and parks and to promote outdoor recre
ation for all Texans, young and old, rural and urban, is every bit as compelling as it 
was 50 years ago.  

What will change, however, is how we go about implementing that mission. We 
can't and won't rest on our laurels. The state is growing by leaps and bounds, and
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Life's better outside."

Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine is alsc digi-al! Subscribers now car access magazine issues via smartphone, 
tablet or desktop. W th digital issues, readers can watch related TPWD videos and find inks to favorite advertis
ers. Sigi up with yor name, customer number and email address to receive alerts when the next digital issue 
becomes available. Sign up here: wvw.tpwmagazine.com/digital/getdigital/.  
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TPWD must contend not only 
with burgeoning pressures on 
our fish and wildlife populations 
and their habitats, but also with a 
citizenry that is more urban, 
more diverse and more discon
nected from the outdoors than 
any previous generation. The 
complexity and scale of these 
ecological and demographic 
changes are unlike anything we 
have experienced before. As any
one in the trenches will tell you, 
the window for sustaining the 
wild things and wild places we 
value isn't getting any bigger with 
the passage of time.  

As a foundation, the agency's 
Land and Water Plan articulates 
our strategic vision for how we 
will move forward in such 
dynamic times. Within that plan.  
there are four overarching goals 
that TPWD's programs and 
actions support. Those key goals 
are backed by clear objectives 
measurable actions and per
formance goals for all staff, and 
are aimed at ensuring the long
term health of our fish and game 
and making the outdoors more 
accessible and enjoyable to 
Texas families.  

First among those goals is our 
commitment to innovation in sci-

11W It

ence and applied stewardship. Given the escalating chal enges - our 
natural resources, if we aren't on the leadi-ag edge of oot= we'll quickly be 
lagging behind. Our work by necess ty must be ever-evc a ng, inte-disci
plinary in nature and practice, tangible in outcomes and capable of func
tioning at scales that transcend our own fence lines at parks a-d wildlife 
management areas. Private landowners are, and must continue to be, at 
the center of our work, along with water conservation, whi:h certainly will 
be the defining natural resource issue for our state.  

Equally as important, our applied fisheries and wildli-e conservation 
work must translate into solving real-world problems. Tha- is true whether 
we're developing a new toxicant to control feral hog popu atians, pioneer
ing propagation techniques for game fish production, experimenting with 
unmanned aerial survey technology -or an mal population censuses and 
habitat assessments in remote places, developing early-response and 
rapid-detection systems to stop the spread o- harmfu exotic species, per
fecting new prescribed fire regimens to res-ore habitats anc to reduce the 
risk of wildfire in sensitive areas, or using new technologies to catch the 
poachers who steal the public's fish and game.  

As the state grows in population, sc too does the demand -or quality 
outdoor experiences. Promoting, increasing and divershying -hos-e recre-
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Texas has clean air, rivers, lakes, and bays, so 
let's get outdoors and enjoy them. Whether 

you're camping, fishing, boating, or hiking, 
we all know that "life's better outside."
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the air clean.
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ational opportunities, both on land and on water, is our plan's second major 
emphasis. Linking the value of outdoor recreational experiences to other 
statewide public health, education, community development and economic goals 
will take on added significance in coming years.  

Clearly, your state parks will continue to play a prominent role. To address the 
problem of aging infrastructure in the parks and to effectively compete for a slice 
of the public's leisure time, we'll have to make transformative capital investments 
to achieve the highest-quality state park system our citizens desire. Other actions 
must involve opening up our new sites at the Palo Pinto Mountains west of Fort 
Worth, the Kronkosky State Natural Area in the Hill Country and the Devils River in 
West Texas, as well as significantly expanding others.  

To be truly successful in improving recreational opportunities, much of that 
opportunity must occur at local levels. TPWD must serve as a catalyst and con
tributor to those efforts. We'll be looking to partner even more with local commu
nities, landowners and businesses to foster more recreational opportunities in 
places that are proximate to where people are. Networks of hiking, biking, birding, 
boating and paddling trails should be part of every community, as should neigh
borhood fishing ponds, archery and shooting ranges, and nearby places to hunt, 
fish and watch wildlife.  

Third, just as all politics are local, so is the best conservation. Facilitating 
meaningful connections with and support for our state's proud conservation 
heritage must involve buy-in, ownership and leadership from local communi
ties. Not only do we aspire to have more hunters, anglers, park-goers and out
door enthusiasts, but we want all Texans to embrace conservation as a core 
value and an indispensible economic and natural asset for their long-term 
health, well-being and vitality.  

To accomplish that goal, we'll have to refine and strengthen our education and 
outreach programs and deliver them in even more targeted ways to attract more 
diverse audiences, to engage entire families, to help break down barriers to recur
ring and lifelong participation in outdoor activities and to make nature an every
day part of every Texan's life.  

And, at the risk of sounding heretical to advancing our outdoors-oriented 
mission, we'll have to embrace technology even more. Most young Texans from 
here on out will have their first encounters with nature not in the woods or on the 
water, but through a virtual encounter by way of an iPad, smartphone, Web plat
form or some other technological connection not even contemplated right now.  
Our focus must be to use technology aggressively to spark their interest in nature 
and to encourage them to spend more time out in it.  

Last, and certainly not least, we must figure out how to pay for it all. The user
pay, user-benefit model of conservation we've embraced for decades is a good 
one, but it may also be an unsustainable one if we are to meet all that is ahead of 
us. The challenges facing our fish, wildlife and parks seemed formidable at the 
time our funding model was developed, but those issues pale in comparison to 
what we face today. The benefits of conservation touch the quality of life of every 
single Texan, and all Texans should have an opportunity to invest in the future of 
their home ground.  

I'll close with this. The essential work of your Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department will always be measured in generational terms, not in short-term 
fiscal cycles. In many ways, it is tantamount to the timeless parable about plant
ing a tree so that someone else can enjoy the shade it ultimately provides.  

On behalf of all of us who work for you at your Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, we are proud to have helped make life better outside for the last 
50 years. Rest assured, we look forward to the next 50.  

Thanks for caring about our wild things and wild places. They need you now 
more than ever. *
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A Half-Century 
of Service 

TPWD celebrates 50 years of caring 
for Texas' wild places and creatures.  

BY LOUIE BOND
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ACHIEVEMENT 

AN AGENCY IS BORN 
WHILE WE CELEBRATE THE 50TH 
anniversary of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department as we know it 
today, the mission of protecting the 
state's natural resources actually 
began in 1895 with the creation of the 
Fish and Oyster Commission. A 
Game Department was added in 

1907, and a State Parks Board was created as a separate entity in 
1923. In 1963, all interests were merged to form the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department.  

For two decades after that, county governments could veto TPWD 
regulations, but passage of the Wildlife Conservation Act in 1983 
gave the agency authority to manage fish and wildlife resources for 
all counties in Texas.  

Texas parks began to bloom before 1963, of course. The work of 
the Civilian Conservation 
Corps during the 1930s laid 
the foundation for the park 
system we have today. So 
many years later, park visitors 
are still moved by the nostalgic 
beauty of the Bastrop State 
Park cabins, the iconic Indian 
Lodge and Palo Duro Canyon's 
rugged rock buildings.  

Through challenges and tri
umphs, the philosophy behind 
the agency's mission - "to 
manage and conserve the nat
ural and cultural resources of 
Texas and to provide hunting, 
fishing and outdoor recreation 
opportunities for the use and 
enjoyment of present and 
future generations" - has 
been its guiding force through
out the past five decades.
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CROWN JEWELS 
OF PARKLAND 

HE TEXAS LEGISLATURE BEGAN ACQUIRING 
land tracts for preservation as early as 1883, and 
by 1963, there were 58 parks, designated back 
then as recreational, scenic and historical parks 
and state historic sites. Big changes came in 1967, 
with the first-ever bond issue for a $75 million 
state park acquisition and development program.  

With these funds, parks like prehistoric 
Dinosaur Valley and the urban oasis of McKinney Falls were birthed.  
The soothing waters in parks like Pedernales Falls, Galveston Island, 
Lake Livingston and Guadalupe River give Texans respite from sum
mer's heat. Enchanted Rock draws climbers to its mystical summit, 
and each fall, scores make the pilgrimage to Lost Maples to see the 
riotous display of color. Natural wonders like Devil's Sinkhole and 
historical treasures like Seminole Canyon have been protected and 
preserved during the past half-century. In 1988, Big Bend Ranch 
State Park became the largest tract ever acquired. Its 215,000 
acres doubled state parkland.  

In 2012, more than 8 million people visited the state's 95 parks, 
historic sites and natural areas.
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AC IEVMENT 

ENHANCING THE 
PARK EXPERIENCE 

INTERPRETATION EFFORTS GOT A JUMPSTART IN 1965, WITH 
the development of an interpretive master plan for each state 
park. Interpretation is really anything that helps visitors enjoy and 
appreciate their state park experiences. It ranges from simple rus
tic signage along trails to accurate, detailed historical re-creations.  
The Texas Outdoor Family Program was created in 2008. It's an 
inexpensive opportunity for families to learn to camp with experts 
to guide them and gear provided.  

A quick look at the state park website 
events page shows that park programs offer 
myriad ways to have inexpensive fun in the 
most beautiful settings, no matter what your 
age or interest. Did you know that fishing is 
free in state parks and that some parks even 
provide loaner gear? Crystal skies out west 
invite stargazing parties; wildlife watching 
programs offer a look at creatures that 
crawl, swim, fly and slither. Need to bum off 
energy? Try horseback riding, mountain bik
ing, road racing or rock climbing.  

TPWD's work to preserve cultural 
resources can be seen at exhibits like LBJ 

, State Park's Sauer-Beckmann Farm, where 
visitors can imagine themselves living in 
1918 Texas. What better way to experience 
the times and efforts of the state's founding 
fathers than to immerse yourself in their 

-att es p Texas world through historical re-enactments at 
Washington-on-the-Brazos? View the San 

Jacinto Battleground from the deck of the nearby Battleship Texas, which 
has a rich history of its own. Buffalo Soldiers remind us not only of the lives 
of those historic soldiers, but also of the rich cultural diversity that makes 
Texas great. Even the earliest settlers were inspired by the flora and fauna of 
this land, as you can see in the pictographs at Hueco Tanks. History comes 
to life for all of us, thanks to the efforts of TPWD through the past 50 years.
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ACHIEVEMENT

HELPING ANIMALS 
SURVIVE AND THRIVE

ROM THE MOST OBSCURE ENDANGERED SPECIES 
of salamander to the most sought-after game species of 
deer, TPWD biologists work to ensure that Texas' diverse 
creatures survive and thrive. Before TPWD's creation in 
1963, state wildlife biologists dealt primarily with game 
harvest recommendations and restocking. While these 
duties remain critical today, the Wildlife Division now over
sees 49 wildlife management areas and conducts a multi

tude of tasks critical to conserving the state's 
fauna, both game and nongame.  

Texans don't love just the animals they hunt 
and eat, and TPWD biologists work hard to pro
tect nongame species that are part of the great 
diversity of wildlife here. Texas is home to thou
sands of native animal and plant species. The 
first state list of endangered species was pub
lished in 1974, with five mammals, nine birds, - -N 

two reptiles, five amphibians and five fish.  
Today, TPWD biologists maintain the Texas 
Natural Diversity Database and implement the 
Texas Conservation Action Plan. They work not 
only to protect endangered species like > ' 
ocelots, golden-cheeked warblers and the ' 
Houston toad, but also to prevent other native 
species from becoming rare.  

Through the years, TPWD has released 
desert bighorn sheep at Black Gap Wildlife Management Area, Sierra 
Diablo WMA, Elephant Mountain WMA and other areas, resulting in seven 
thriving herds (see Page 22 for related story). Another success story is the 
agency role in the recovery of the Kemp's ridley sea turtle, accomplished in 
partnership with Mexico, offering greater protection of nesting females and 

their eggs from predators and requiring the use of turtle 
excluder devices in shrimp trawls. The Texas state bison 

herd, the last pure Southern Plains wild bison, roams 
Caprock Canyons State Park. Pelicans, quail, 

prairie-chickens and other species have been the 
focus of agency efforts throughout the past 

Houstontoad half-century.
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ACHIEVEMENT

HUNTING LEGACY 
T STARTS IN LATE SUMMER, WHEN THAT UNEXPECTED 
cool evening breeze reminds us of campfires and chili. We 
make trips to the sporting goods store to try out the 
newest gear, dreaming about and planning for that fall 
day when we can head to the woods to assuage our 
whitetail fever. Nearly 700,000 hunters participate in the 
sport each year.  

Managing a herd of millions of deer in a state the size of 
Texas takes a great deal of research 
and effort. Funded by an excise tax on 
guns and ammunition, restocking 
efforts for white-tailed deer continued 
until 1994. That program was almost 
too successful, leading to overpopula
tion of deer in some areas. As a result, 

- antlerless deer harvesting began in 
certain areas, as well as a lengthened 
season and an either-sex system of 
bag limits.  

Responsible hunting practices began 
with the first bag limits on whitetails 
and turkeys in 1907, and the Pittman
Robertson Act of 1937 ensured funding 
for wildlife management and research 
for decades to follow. The Texas 
Migratory Game Bird Stamp program, 
started in 1982, has been one of the 
most financially successful state pro

grams in the nation, with revenue helping TPWD to acquire and 
manage habitat and fund research. In the 1980s, recognizing that 
there was not enough public land available to satisfy needs, TPWD 
began to lease large tracts of land for public hunting. The program 
was an instant success, growing to nearly one million acres of land 
now available to Texas hunters.  

State hunter education programs, mandatory since 1988, ensure 
that every hunter goes out into the field prepared to shoot safely.  
Home-study materials became available in 1999.  

The Texas Youth Hunting Program was formed with the Texas 
Wildlife Association to provide hunting opportunities for young 
people, including those with special needs.
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ACHIEVEMENT 

GETTING KIDS 
OUTDOORS 

PWD HAS BEEN DEDICATED TO EDUCATING 
and inspiring Texas youth to enjoy and protect the 
state's natural treasures. As early as 1963, kids 
enjoyed a traveling wildlife exhibit at fairs and com
munity events, a tractor-trailer rig filled with various 
wild native animals that wardens jokingly called "The 
Possum Show." Project Wild launched in 1985 to pro
vide public school curriculum about natural 

resources. Many students remember with a smile the day the TPWD 
"touch tanks" came to school, thrilling them with the experience of put
ting their hands in the water with fish and other fascinating sea crea
tures. Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine published a three-year program o 
fun-filled nature features starting in 2008. Keep Texas Wild used eye
popping photography and fun facts to engage kids in the world out
doors, with accompanying 
teacher's plans. Check them out 
at www.tpwmagazine.com/ktw.  

Urban families flocked by the 
thousands to Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Expo, a festival of out
door fun that was held at the 
Austin headquarters from 1992 
to 2008. Expo was the largest 
free, family-oriented festival of 
the outdoors in the nation, 
inspiring a host of similar events 
in other states. Kids learned to 
kayak and cast for fish, mar
veled as they examined a rap
tor's talons, climbed rock walls 
and had their first taste of exotic 
game. TPWD now sends a trav
eling version of Expo to regional 
fairs and events, spreading the 
message "Life's Better Outside" 
to people across the state. ;. f
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ACHIEVE MENT

ENFORCING THE LAW

I

- ORE THAN 500 GAME WARDENS protect 
Texas' wildlife, the environment and other 
natural resources. Back in 1963, a game 
warden made only $300 a month; they had 
to buy their own firearms until 1965. By 
1971, wardens could enforce all Texas laws.  

Today's wardens use technology to 
apprehend violators and have assisted in

the recovery of the space shuttle Columbia and in Hurricane Katrina 
rescue efforts, the first out-of-state use of TPWD law enforcement per
sonnel. It's tougher than ever to get away with breaking fish and 
wildlife laws, thanks to the cash rewards that Operation Game Thief 
has offered to tipsters since 1981. A new game warden academy 
opened in 2008 in Hamilton.  

But sometimes the simple methods proved most effective. Take 
the deer decoy, first used in 1989, producing nearly 700 convic
tions in the first three years. In Montgomery County, one decoy 
resulted in 51 arrests the first day and 51 the next day as well.  

The deaths of two game wardens (Justin Hurst and Ty Patterson) 
in 2007 served as a grim reminder of the perilous duty of these 
dedicated peace officers.  
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ACHIEVEMENT 

LAND AND WATER 
CONSERVATION 

ERHAPS NOT EVERYONE CAN AFFORD TO BUYA 
ranch, even the "worst ranch in Texas," and turn it into a con
servation showcase as J. David Bamberger has. But through 
the Lone Star Land Steward Awards program, started in 
1995, the lessons learned by landowners can be shared 
throughout the state. Forty years ago, the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department initiated a technical guidance program 
that utilized TPWD staff to directly assist private landowners 

in wildlife and habitat management.  
Today, more than 8,000 landowners 
on nearly 30 million acres benefit from 
wildlife management plans for their 
properties. Landowners can attend 
workshops and get information on 
how to conserve and manage the 
native flora and fauna on their proper
ty. With 95 percent of the land in Texas 
owned privately, the agency plays an 
important role in working as a partner 
to improve wildlife habitat.  

The first Land and Water Plan was 
adopted by the TPW Commission in 
2002, with subsequent revisions in 
later years. The plan is a tactical 
approach to guide conservation of nat
ural and cultural resources.  

Water conservation is always on our 
minds, and agency teams work on 
freshwater inflows, coastal conditions 
and river studies at various locations.  

One landmark achievement of the TPWD communications team was a 10
year focus on Texas water issues (2002-2011). Ten July issues of Texas Parks 
& Wildlife magazine were dedicated to the State of Water, with five documen
tary films rounding out the package. A State of Water Symposium in 2011, 
with a panel discussion between top state water experts, was held at the Bob 
Bullock Texas State History Museum to cap the decade-long effort.
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ACHIEVE 

NATURE TOURISM 
ATURE TOURISM HAS GROWN IN 
economic importance in recent times.  
Efforts began in earnest 20 years ago to 
entice tourists to locales based on wildlife 
viewing and other nature-related activities.  
Funded with a $500,000 federal highways 
grant in 1995 to promote nature tourism as 
well as habitat conservation, the Great Texas 

Coastal Birding Trail linked more than 200 sites along 500 miles of 
coastal highways from Beaumont to Brownsville. The trail became 
a national model duplicated in other states. Three years later, the 
World Birding Center, a series of nine facilities including three state 
parks, opened in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. Teams from across 
the state now compete each spring in the Great Texas Birding 
Classic in a variety of categories and challenges.  

The first inland state paddling trail opened on the San Marcos 
River near Luling in 2006, joining seven coastal paddling trails. This 
ushered in a boom era of dozens of new freshwater paddling trails 
across Texas, creating more lake and river access for canoes and 
kayaks. More than 50 official Texas paddling trails are open today, 
most in partnership with local community groups. New trails are 
being developed throughout the state.
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ACHIEVEMENT 

SALTWATER SUCCESS 
N RESPONSE TO STEADY DECLINES IN RED DRUM popu
lations, TPWD opened the state's first saltwater red drum 
hatchery in 1983 - the John Wilson Marine Fish Hatchery, 
a cooperative effort between the Gulf Coast Conservation 
Association, Central Power and Light of Corpus Christi and 
TPWD. More than 20 million red drum and 6 million spotted 
seatrout fingerlings are now stocked annually into our bays 
from the CCA Marine Development Center in Corpus 

Christi and Sea Center Texas in Lake Jackson, built in 1996. Without 
this effort, red tide invasions and deep freezes in subsequent winters 
could have wiped out the redfish population in Texas bays.  

In 1979, Texas 
became the first state 
to prohibit the use of 
single-strand monofila
ment gill nets to protect 
sea life from undue 
harm. In 1981, House 
Bill 1000 (the Redfish 
Bill) passed, designat
ing red drum and spot
ted seatrout as game 
fish, off-limits to 
commercial harvest.  

For once, it's a good 
idea to leave things 
behind -at least when 
you're talking about oil 
company platforms in 

the Gulf. Since the Artificial Reef Program began in 1990, more than 
100 oil and gas platforms have been donated and turned into reefs.  
In addition, several vessels, hundreds of large rocks, concrete cul
verts and other materials have also been used for reefs. All this pro
vides new habitat for a wide range of reef-dwelling species, plus 
enhanced opportunities for fishing and diving.  

"Being able to hover in and around the wildlife in the ocean is unlike 
anything else I've experienced," says TPWD diver and marine biolo
gist Chris Ledford. "The artificial reefs offer a wonderful density of life 
that make the experience that much better."
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GO FISH 
FISHING WOULD BE A LOT LESS FUN IF WE WAITED 
all day and nothing took the bait. That could happen if 
not for the efforts of TPWD biologists and five freshwa
ter hatcheries. Love rainbow trout? The first rainbow 
trout stocking in the Guadalupe River happened in 
1966, creating the southernmost year-round trout fish
ery in the United States. Today, experienced anglers 
will tell you to keep an eye on the TPWD website to find 

out when rainbow trout will be stocked at about 100 locations each 
winter. Small city park lakes are stocked with popular sport fish.  
Altogether, TPWD stocks about 15 million fish into fresh water annually.  

The ShareLunker program began in 1986 when a largemouth bass 
from Lake Fork, weighing 17.65 pounds, a new state record at the time, 
was caught and donated for breeding purposes. Since then, more than 
500 bass have been donated, none more famous than Ethel (see relat
ed story on Page 18). The ShareLunker program has been instrumental 
in illustrating the importance of catch-and-release fishing in the devel
opment of trophy largemouth bass fisheries. Today, Inland Fisheries 
biologists are working on a similar program for catfish. * 
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GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE OUTDOOR ENTHUSIAST 

C A R K E T P L A C E 
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATIC-N & MECHANICAL SPECIFICATIONS: (512) 799-1045

Or Call 

281-261-0803

FUI SHIN G
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S .j It ", .0 r - shallow water flats 

. Fishing for redfish, 

trout & flounde? 
" Full Day / Half Day 
* Baffin trips 
" Kayak Rentals 
" Kayaks Shutt e Crop off i pic< up 
* Nature Boat Trips for Photography 

and Private Whaoping Crane Tours 

Call (361) 4 3-6545 
rockportredrunner@ yahoo.com 
www.rockportredrunner.com
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Unique outdoor and indoor coolers available 
Hand made out o' real "barn wood" 

Hand-crafted in Texas 
Includes Official Igbo Brand Ice Chest 
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TREKR® Jungle Travel Washcloth.  
Rinses clean and stinlj free.  

2 palg $8 
www.lunatecgear.com 

STRIPER 

STRANGLER 

Litter poses a threat to the health 
and safety of wildlife, natural areas, 

people, and communities.  

Want to improve the waterways 
in your community? The Lake and River 
Cleanup Program provides 'exans with 

FREE materials needed for cleanup events.  
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KEEP TEXAS BEAUTIFUI 
www.KTB.org 1-800-CLEAN-TX 
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Please e mail me new features and offers from 
Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.  

D 10 issues for S12 

Q PAYMENT ENCLOSED D PLEASE BILL ME 

Offer good for new U.S. orders on. Please allow 6- weeks for 
delivery. Ten issues produced annually. Savings based on regular 
newsstand price of $3.95. 6307SS

If you love the 
Texas outdoors, 

you'll love this 
magazinel
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et one gift to give for FREE!Arq one subscription for yourself,
That's 2 one-year subscriptions for just $20! 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION GIFT SUBSCRIPTION

Perfect 
for mom, dad, 
grads, or just 

because!

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP 

E-MAIL Please e-mail me new features and offers from Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.

PAYMENT ENCLOSED

CITY STATE ZIP

Please list additional gifts on separate sheets of paper ($10 each).

PLEASE BILL ME

Ten issues produced annually. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. Offer valid for new U.S. orders only. Cost if only one subscription ordered is $12

NAME

ADDRESS

R307SB
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an On U $1.20.  
D 10 issues for $12

NAME please print 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

E-MAIL Please e-mail me new features and offers from Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine.

Q PAYMENT ENCLOSED Q PLEASE BILL ME

Act now and SAVE 70% off the cover price.  
Ten issues produced annually. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.  
This offer good for new U.S. orders only 6307SG
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MOON LANDS ON MAN
The skeptics said it couldn't be done... but our 
Moon Phase proves that one small step for 
Stauer is one giant leap for watch lovers! 

It has always taken scientific skill and artistic wizardry to 
discover the Moon's secrets. When Galileo Galilei turned 

his telescope towards the Moon in 1609, he relied on his 
knowledge of light and shadow learned as a painter to under
stand the movements of the heavenly orb. We relied on that 
same pairing of art and science to create one of our most 
complicated and beautiful movements yet... for an 
unbelievable price! 

Previously offered for $399, the stars have finally 
aligned to make the Stauer Moon Phase Watch 
available for ONLY $99!' 

" 
Our Moon Phase Watch continues a centuries-old 
tradition of unlocking the secrets of the Moon with 
scientific innovation. Many watches add extra func
tions, or complications, to display day and date. But we 
didn't stop there. The Moon Phase Watch includes a 
separate window that showcases the current phase of the 
Moon. This beautiful addition to the face is no easy feat...  

Solving the mystery of Moon time. Since earthly 
time is measured at regular 12 month intervals, the Moon's 
month is at odds with our calendar. A lunar month is 29.53 

days, so a Moon-phase watch needs to keep
time in two totally different ways.  

That's why antique watch collectors 
are always quick to bid on this type 
of complex lunar movement.  
You'll find them among the rarest 
and most expensive vintage watches 

ever sold at auction. Not long ago, 
one of the most important moon

phase timepieces fetched an incredible 
$5.7 million! 

Our goal was to create a timepiece more accurate and 
affordable than its ancestors. As you can imagine, an offer 
this good on a watch this spectacular cannot last forever.  

How we captured the Moon. We put so much effort 
into perfecting the mechanics behind this watch, but we 
didn't forget the aesthetics. The Moon Phase Watch boasts 
three different complications set in the guilloch~ed face: a 
standard monthly calendar, a day of the week indicator, 
and the moon phase display. Its rose gold-finished case 
features a hobnail-pattern bezel and a crocodile-embossed, 
genuine brown leather strap adds the final luxurious detail.  

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you are not 
thrilled, simply return the timepiece within 30 days for a 
full refund of the purchase price. This offer is limited to the 
first 2,499 callers to this ad, so please don't wait. This kind 
of watch only comes around once in a blue moon.  

Stunning little machine! "I am in love with this 
watch!" - R. M. from Asheville, NC
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'all now to take advantage of this fantastic offer.  

'romotional Code MPWL53-02 Rating of A+ 

lease mention this code when you call.  

or 14101 Southeross Drive W, Dept. MPW153-02, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com

Smart Luxuries-Surprising Prices'" 

* Price quoted is for Call-In Customers only versus the original Stauer.com price.

Fused rose gold case with hydraulic pattern dial " Day, date, and moon phase dials 9 Crocodile-embossed leather band fits a 6/4"-9" wrist " 3 ATM water resistance

I



PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

The original, patented DR" TRIMMER/ 
MOWER is both a precision trimmer 
and a powerful mower! 

TRIM within a whisker of houses, trees, fences.  
Big wheels make it easy for anyone to control 
precisely! 
MOW WITHOUT FEAR of hitting rocks or 
hidden obstacles, because there's no 
blade to bend or dull.  
GUARANTEED NOT TO TANGLE 
even in waist-high grass 
and weeds - thanks to its 
patented No-Wrap 
Trimmer Head.  

TRACTO 
OWNERS! 
3-Point Hitch, 
tractor-mounted , 
model available.  

Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog! 
TOL L-FREE 

888-213-1250 
DRtrimmer.com 

FREE SHIPPING 
For a Limited Time.  

HALT 
INVASIVE TREES 

The Patented 

DR@ TREE-CHOPPER TM 

is like a pipe cutter for trees! 
Attach the Tree-Chopper " to your ATV and drive 
into trees up to 4" thick. Circular discs slice 
through the trunk, while a rear trailing blade 
shears the stump flush to the ground.

Cut Up To 300 Trees Per Hour! 
Call for a FREE DVD and Catalog!

O

TOLL-FREE a 

888-213-1250 
DRtreechopper.com

4 RANCH BROKERAGE, CONSULTING 
AND EVALUATION 

4 CUSTOM HIGH-END RANCH MAPS 

4 AUCTION/PRIVATE TREATY SALES

B Ru al Lad

The OUTDOOR MAGAZINE of TEXAS 

Look for us on Facebook 

www.tpwmagazine.com 
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FREE 
Information! 

To receive more information on our 

advertisers, fill out the card at left orgo to 

www.tpwmagazine.com/advertising/thismonth or 

scan the QR code below withyour smartphone.  

1. Amarillo, pg. 7 
800-692-1338 
www.visitAmarilloTx. com 

2. Bandera, pg. 31 
830-796-3045 
www.BanderaCowboyCapital.com 

3. Beaumont, pg. 21 
800-392-4401 
www.BeaumontCVB.com/trails 

4. Brenham-Washington County, pg. 15 
80o-509-1752 
www.VisitBrenhamTexas.com 

5. Corpus Christi, pg. 23 
800-766-2322 
www.VisitCorpusChristiTx.org 

6. El Paso, pg. 12 
800-351-6024 
www.visitelpaso.com 

7. Lake Whitney, pg. 19 
www.getawaycapital.com 

8. Old Town Canoes & Kayaks, pg. 19 
www.predatorkayak.com 

9. Port Aransas, pg. 25 
800-45-COAST 
www.portaransas.org 

10. Port Arthur CVB, pg. 17 
800-235-7822 
www.VisitPortArthurTX.com 

11. San Marcos CVB, pg. 15 
512-393-5930 
www.toursanmarcos.com 

12. Teva/Whole Earth Provision 
Company, pg. 13 
www.WholeEarthProvision.com 

mm-l
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A Maternal and Majestic View of the Eagle's Lofty Home 
Fiercely protective, a mother eagle will hunt up to 10 hours 
a day to feed her eaglets. Now the maternal majesty 
of this winged monarch and the Internet 
sensation of live "eagle cams" inspires 
"Guiding Wings" from The Bradford 
Exchange. It brings the fascination 
of the eagle's nest right to C 
your living room in true-to
nature detail! Don't miss this 
fascinating tribute to our 
national symbol of freedom 
and the family values that 
we cherish.  

An Exceptional Value ...  

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Order now at just 
$59.99*, payable in 
three easy installments 
of $19.99, the first 
due before shipment.  
There's no risk 
with our 365-day 
guarantee. Send 
no money now, just 
return the Reservation 
Application today! 

Guiding Wings 

RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MOMY NOW 

Mrs. Mr. As.  
BRtADFORD EXCIJANCE Name (Please Print Clearly) 

C .1,:" IR EM
Address 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue - Niles, IL 6C714-1393 Cy 

YES. Please reserve the "Guiding Winjs" Eagle Sculpture for me as S:ate Zip 
described in this announcement. 01-17569-001-E31791 
Limit: one per customer. F ease Resptnc Promptly 

'Plus a tota of $8.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 casting days Please 
A at,. allow 4-8 weeks after initial payirent for shipment Sales subject to product availability and order accetarce 
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KARAN KAWA VI LAGE 
'for the good life on the gulf" 

THE LODGE & CATTAILS 

The ambience is casual at Ihe Lodge, 
but the amenities are luxurious. Each 
of the eight rooms are uniquely styled, 
featuring the finest organic bedding, 
large bathrooms and original artwork.  
Gourmet coffees and flat screen televi
sions are found in each room and two 
outdoor living rooms with fireplaces 
are yours during your visit. Our 

popular mercantile shop, Cattails, is 
part of the Karankawa Village just 

across the boardwalk. Here you will 
find more of tle finest coffees, wines, 
cigars, gourmet foods, artwork, 
clothing and homewares.  

Matagorda, TX - (979) 863-7737 
karankawavillage.com

RIO FRIO LODGING 
& NATURE CENTER 

Retreat to 
the Hills for 
a Week or 

Weekend of 
Re-wxation & 

Adventure 

Birding, Bat Flight, Kayak & Nature Tours 

www.hillcountryadventures.com 
830-966-2320 www.friolodging.com

BE L VI LE 

* Texas Ranch Life. Restored historic Texas 

homes on 1,40 0
-acre ranch between Bellville & 

Chappell Hill. Weekend rental includes bass 

fishing, trail and chuckwagon rides, cutting, 
bird/coyote/raccoon hunting and cow works 

available.  
www.texasranchlife.com (866) TEXASRL 

* Meyer B&B. On Cypress Creek, Hill Country, 
mid-l800s stage stop, Texas landmark. Pool, 
hot tub, fireplaces, golf.  

www.meyerbedandbreakfast.com (888) 995-6100 

* The Whistler B&B. 1859 Victorian home, 
lovingly restored. Original antiques. Peaceful 

atmosphere on three wooded acres. Gourmet 

breakfast.  

www.thewhisterbnb.com (800) 404-2834 

* Palo Alto Creek Farm. Landmark historic 
German-Texas farmstead on the creek. Ancient 

oaks, abundant wildlife, Hill Country tranquili

ty. Beautifully renovated log cabin, barn, farm

house, all with private spa therapy rooms.  

www.paloaltocreekfarm.com (800) 997-0089 

* Settler's Crossing Bed and Breakfast.  
Private historic log cabins and cottages spread 

over 35 park-like acres, just minutes from 

town.  

www.settlerscrossing.com (800) 874-1020 

NEW BRAUNFE LS 

* Historic Kuebler-Waldrip Haus & 
Danville Schoolhouse. 4

3-acre deer haven 
near Gruene, rivers. Getaways. reunions, wed

dings, corporate retreats. 10 luxurious rooms, 

Jacuzzis. Delicious breakfasts.  

www.kueblerwaldrip.com (800) 299-8372 

HooPEs HOUSE 
RocKpoRT, TExAS 
(800) 924-1008 
www.hoopeshouse.com 

NATIONALLY HISTORIC VICTORIAN HOME.  
EIGHT ROOMS EACH WITH PRIVATE BATH.  
FULL BREAKFAST INCLUDED. CALL FOR BROCHURE.  

" LOOKING FOR SOMETHING SPECIAL 
FOR HOLIDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, 
BIRTHDAYS, COMPANY GIFTS ETC...  

Gift Certificates 
ORDER ONLINE ON A SECURE SERVER 

WWW.TEXASBB.ORG

THIS MONTH'S INNSIDER CHOICE 
is the Lamb's Rest Inn.  

Located near Gruene on the Guadalupe River.  
F eatu rin g garden w ith fou n tain , p ool, an d h ot Idl l 1111, Il 

tub, private balconies and fireplaces.  

Delightful breakfasts often served alfresco.  

Lamb's Rest Inn 
1385 Edwards Blvd 

New Braunfels, TX 78132 
(888) 609-3932 LAMB S REST INN 

info@lambsrestinn.com NEW BRAUNFELS, TX www.lambsrestinn.com,

VIsTs We 

www ffW -anacom 
FOf Links to Ot Advefliser' Websites
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ROMANTIC 
RECREATIONS 

r1796 s

I

a 4 

r m I Lab-created Scienza Sapphire 
and lab-creaed Diamondclura 

set in gold-fi wished .925 sterling silver

BEFORE HE CONQUERED EUROPE, 
HE WON HER HEART 

BRING HOME THE RING THAT SPARKED HISTORY'S MOST PASSIONATE ROMANCE
STAUER INTRODUCES THE NAPOLEON & JOSEPHINE ENGAGEMENT RING

Napoleon rarely asked for anything. He invaded. He captured. He conquered 
without mercy. But not everything he 
wanted could be taken by force. Before 
Napoleon Bonaparte became one of the 
most powerful leaders on the planet, he 
was a man with a simple mission: to win 
the heart (and hland) of Hs beloved K 

Josephine.  

His greatest \( )uld nOt on ws a W 
cannons and cavalry. It would take passion, . d ; y ... Swcet, 
persuasion and a pair of precious stones set what a strange efecty 
in yellow gold. In 1796, one rng secured -from a letter d2te 
their future as man and wife. More than 
two centuries later, our version of the romantic couple is ready to 
make history all over again.  

Available exclusively from Stauer, our L-mited-Edition Napoleon & 
Josephine Engagement Ring captures the elegance of the 18th-century 
original, which recently sold at auction for an astounding $949,000! But 
don't worry. While you may have missed your opportunity to spend a 
cool million on a 217-year-old romantic treasure, we're giving you a sec
ond chance for ONLY $99! How is that possible? Read on...

dn 

Id

The art and science of a perfect proposal.  
When Napoleon proposed to his beloved 
Josephine in January of 1796, he was a military 
man of modest means. He chose a diamond and 
sapphire ring that showcased a unique, vintage 
setting known as "toi et ni" :r "You and Me:" 
Though Napoleon would go on to lavish his bride 
with some of the grandest jewels ever known, this 
simple ring remains the most enduring symbol 

of their legendary love.  

c opaable Joseplhie, Artists have used one of the most technologi
hia e on .may heart." ally advanced processes -o recreate the 

ecember 1795 design. The 3/4 carat lab-created Scienza 
Sapphire and a dazzling, 3/4 carat lab-created Di

arnond.4ura" sparkle even brighter than the million-dollar antique. 3oth 
faceted teardrops are set in gold-finished .925 sterling silver.  

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Nothing compares to the 
beauty of this ring up close. If you don't agree that its one of the most 
romantic pieces of jewelry you've ever seen, send It back within 30 days 
and we'll refund your purchase price. Please keep in mind that a ring 
this remarkable only comes around twice in a lifetime. Call now to 
reserve yours!

StAuevr 
14101 Southcross Drive W, Dept. JNR167-01 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 

* Price quoted is for Call-In Customers only versus 
the original Stater.com price.

NAPOLEON & IOSEPHI NE RING 
REGULARLY PRICED $39r

EXCLUSIVE CALL-IN PRICE^ 

ONLY $99

Limited to the first 2800 respondents to 
this ad only-Call Now! 

1-888-306-7184 
Promotional Code JNR167-01 

Please mention this code when you call.
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STA PASSIONATE ABOUT FISHING SINCE 1983. Available in prescription. Find an authorized optical 
eye care professional near you at CostaDelMar.com'9
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