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GET YOUR DISCOUNTED TICKETS! 
Visit the Texas Travel Information Centers below and have the friendly staff help you plan your perfect Texas adventure.  
AMARILLO - ANTHONY - DENISON - GAINESVILLE - LANGTRY - LAREDO - ORANGE - TEXARKANA - VALLEY - WASKOM - WICHITA FALLS 

Only credit cards accepted.
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FREE 
Information 
From Our Advertisers 

ONLINE: 

Go to www.texashighways.com 

and select Advertising Information 

from the red navigation bar 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on the 

Reader Service Guide to Advertisers.  

Circle the corresponding numbers on 

the postage-paid card at right and 

mail today.  

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free 

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.
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Gift Shop 

We offer a fabulous array of 
Lone Star-themed products! 

SEE OUR AD 
IN THIS ISSUE

State

FREE 
Advertising 
Information

Zip

150201

It s easy to order 
from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

Ni: www.texashig ways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

BY PHNE 1-800-839-4997(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central 0 Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central * Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central

Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558 FEB15TH
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COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR 
Name 

Street Address 

city 

Daytime Phone Number (_)_ 

(In case we have questions regarding your order)

YOUR ORDER

State Zip

E Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: E Visa E MasterCard 
[A Discover [ American Express 

card number 

Expiration date 

Signature
Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 
75755-8558 
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Item # Size Description Qty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 
Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 

SUBTUTAL 
Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  

TOTAL

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 
$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99....$13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99...$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99...$18.95 
$200.00 .+........$21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. - For orders delivered 
outside the U.S., please add $12 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$7.50. Express handling is not available outside 
the continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to 
your subtotal.
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* COMFORT FOOD * 

DESTINATIONS

4

4
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TELL US Your TOPS 
Everybody has a favorite comfort food, and we want to know yours.  

Tell us your favorite comfort food, and which Texas restaurant, cafe, or diner does it best.  

Let us know at www.texashighways.com/comfort; letters@texashighways.com; 
or by mailing in this form to Box 141009, Austin, TX 78714-1009.  

(also find us on Facebook) 

We'll share some of your tips throughout the year, 

and reveal a countdown of your top comfort-food destinations this fall.  

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE EMAIL 

MY FAVORITE COMFORT FOOD IS: 

I LOVE IT BECAUSE: 

THE TEXAS RESTAURANT, CAFE, OR DINER THAT DOES IT BEST IS: 
(be sure to include the city or town)

W

For advertising information 
AJR Media Group, 

25132 Oakhurst Dr., Ste. 201, 

Spring, TX 77386 

800/383-7677; www.ajrmediagroup.com 

Subscriptions are $24.95 annually ($39.95 foreign).  
800/839-4997 (903/636-1123 outside the U.S.); 
or go to www.texashighways.com. Current and 
back issues also available at 512/486-5811. To 
be removed from mailing list sales, write to Texas 
Highways Marketing, Mailing Lists, Box 141009, 
Austin, TX 78714-1009.  

Texas Highways (ISSN 0040-4349) is published monthly 
by the Texas Department of Transportation, 150 East 
Riverside Drive, Austin, Texas 78704; phone 512/486
5858, fax 512/486-5879. The official travel magazine of 
Texas encourages travel within the state and tells the 
Texas story ro readers around the world.  

Periodicals Postage paid at Austin, Texas, and addi
tional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Texas Highways Circulation, P.O. Box 8559, 
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8559.  

9 Texas Department of Transportation 2015 
All nghts reserved. www txdot gov 
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TEXAS GEO APRON 
Try on this fabulous apron 
in 100% hand-loomed 
cotton with two front 
pockets. Ruffle trim at 
bottom is a mini-floral 
design. Texas graphic 
is silkscreened with 
12 colors.  

38803 ... $36.00
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I TEAAS tU EMBROIDERED PILLOW 
Celebrate Texas with this delightful pillow.  
Hand embroidered on 100% organic cotton.  
19 x 19 inches.  

37833 ..... $158.00 

TEXAS GEO BOXED DRINKING GLASSES 
Wow your friends with these fun frosted tumblers.  
Boxed set includes four 15-ounce glasses.  

37344 ..... $59.00

/
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CIRCLE 21 
SOY CANDLE 
These long-lasting soy candles.  
created by Circle 21 Candles in 
Amarillo, are made from premium 
soy wax and exquisite fragrance oils.  

Orchard Lane 
37851 ..... $25.00 

Tuscan Sun 
37852 ..... $25.00 

Moroccan Tile 
37853 ..... $25.00 

Zen Garden 
37854 ..... $25.00 

EASY t& 
ORDER: 
shop.texashighways.com 

800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 
from outside the U.S.A.) 
Or, use the ORDER FORM 
in this issue.  
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RECLAIMED TEXAS WALL HANGINGS 
Original wall hangings from Austin-based 
Hemlock & Heather are handcrafted from wood 
pieces rescued by the artists. Each numbered wall 
hanging is unique. Our custom Texas Highways 
design features three distinct sections and is 
20 inches wide. It is signed by the artists 
and comes with a personal note.  

3757143 ..... $195.00 

A
ON THE ROAD WITH TEXAS HIGHWAYS: 
A TRIBUTE TO TRUE TEXAS 
This dazzling book represents a thirty year career 
spent photographing on assignment for Texas 
Highways. If you love Texas, you'll love going on 
the road with Griff. Text and photographs by 
J. Griffis Smith with an introduction by E. Dan 
Klepper. 10 by 11 inches. 294 color photos.  

39717 ..... $29.95 

MEXICAN BLANKETS BOTANICAL PRINT 
Pressed Mexican Blankets are reproduced from nature.  
Hand embellished. Printed on classic linen 100% post
consumer recycled paper. Created in Austin by Flat 
Flower Botanicals. Matted and ready to frame: 
11 by 14 inches.  

32204 ..... $24.95 M A7Cfl AV YARN BAWL

Keep your knitting project organized 
with this handy yarn bowl. Made in 
Cove, TX by ClayThings Pottery 
and Sculpture Studio. Non-toxic 
glaze. 5.5 inches across.  

37841..$49.95

(
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Reclaimed Texas 
Wall Hanging #43 

SATCHEL & PAGE JOURNAL 
This beautiful journal is hand stitched 
with waxed linen thread using one 
piece of 8 oz. vegetable-tanned 
leather. Made in Austin. 90 pages 
of unlined, recycled paper stock.  
5 by 7 inches.  

37564 ..... $50.00 

EASY 
ORDER: 
shop.texashighways.com 

800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 
from outside the U.S.A.) 

Or, use the ORDER FORM 
in this issue.  

TE AE TAS 
H I G H W A Y S 
The TRAVEL MAGAZINE of TEXAS
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TAKE AN "ISLAND TIME" BREAK THIS SPRING

%V 
eel.

Take a break this spring and experience life on 
island time. Galveston Islard's enchanting views 
o sparkling waters and sandy shores are a couple 
o reasons why time seems tc stand st]II in this 
h stcric beach town. And while e relaxing along 
32 miles of coast is worth tne trip alone, it's just 
the beginning.  

Home to a plethora of adventure attractions, from 
the pyramids of Moody Gardens to Sch itterbahn 
3alvaston Island Waterpa-k and the Pleasure Pier 

amu3ement park, Galves-on of ers plenty of thrills 
tha- make for an exciting vacation. And if you'd 
rathe- take a ride through history, there is plenty of 
that, too.  

Gal eston was once knowr as the Wal Street 
of the South and served as the second busiest 
U.S. immigra-ion station beh nd Ellis Island. You 
car learn about Galveston's history at its many 
museums, such as the Texas Seaport Museum and

1877 Ta] Snip ELISSA, Lone Star Flight Museum 
ard Galveston Railroad Museum. The island is also 
home to one of the largest collections of 
well-3reserved Victorian architecture in the 
country. Stunning examples like the1892 Bishop's 
Palace and 1895 Moody Mansiol are open for 
tours daily.  

Seeing it all is easy with all-ir clusive sightseeing 
tours. You can dolphin watch while exploring the 
island .3y sea or a Harbor ToL r c r explore even 
further on a Gahveston Duck Tour, Cool Tour or on 
the Treasure Isle Tour Train. And don't miss 
self-gu-ded wandering through the island's historic 
downtown district where shopping, dining and live 
entertainment will not disappoint! 

Lodging in Galveston accommodates every budget 
and length of slay. Plan a week in one of the island's 
charm ig aeach houses and -ondos or take a quick 
escape in a hot A or a historic bed & breakfast.

Everything you riEed to know about Galveston Island can be fc und on www.galveston.com.  
Plus share you experiences at www.facebooK.com/visitgalvestonisland.

Epetient 7Ae spleytdor srovd 

LIF p~eceof paradise.  

Enjoy a rare, up-close experience with free-roaming Saki Monkeys, beautiful macaws and other 
endangered animals and plants at the all new Rainforest Pyramid'. Escape to the South Atlantic, 
Pacific or Caribbean in peaceful tranquility with playful penguins, seals, sharks and bountiful tropical 
fish at the Aquarium Pyramid'. Immerse yourself at the MG3D Theater and 4D Theater and celebrate 

the vionders of science at the Discovery Pyramid. Climb the new 
five-tier Ropes Course or soar over Palm Beach on the Zip Line.  

Next, embark on a Co onel Paddlewheeler cruise or a nEw 
challen ge at the Mcody Garders* Golf Course. Then relax 

and indulge in a little island time amongst lusi gardens 
and the beautiful Moody Ga-dens' Hotel.  

MOODY G-ARDs 
(3 A LV EST ON . SL AN D You 

800-582-4673 
moodygardens.org
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DEPARTMENTS

11) Merge 
Roadrunners and memories from the road 

12 ) Scenic Route 
Snow in the Chisos Mountains 

DRIVE 
15) Texas Wild 
Big Starry Nights at Big Bend Ranch 

19 ) Made in Texas 
Unwind at Tyler's Kiepersol Estates 

22 ) Detour 
Sightseeing the Houston Ship Channel

Destinations Big Bend 
in this issue National Park 

12,40, 56 
Big Bend Ranch 
State Park 
15, 56

Tyler 19 
Houston 22, 71 
Austin 25 
Alpine 27, 48

25 ) Souvenir 
A winter trip to the Wildflower Center 

PLATES 
27) Drink 
Big-time beer from the Big Bend 

30 ) Eat 
The temptations of Brownwood's Turtle 

33) Travel 
Sippin' in the Old West at Grey Mule 

35) Next Weekend 
Frontier fun in Fort Stockton

Brownwood 30 
Fort Stockton 
33,35 
Marathon 
48,77

Marfa 48, 76 
Fort Davis 48 
Mason 75

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PRINTS AVAILABLE 

Some images in this issue 
are available as prints in two 
distinctive formats. For more 
information, call toll-free 
866/962-1191, or visit www.  
texashighwaysprints.com.

64 ) Events 
Texas events trump the winter doldrums 

71) True Texas 
The Buffalo Soldiers National Museum 

75 ) Daytripper 
Mason, "Gem of the Hill Country" 

76) Travel Matters 
Drawn to the light in far West Texas 

77) Rear View 
A Charles Bell mural at the Gage Hotel 

ON OUR COVERS 

FRONT Cinco Tinajas canyon at Big Berd 

ou Ranch State Park. Photo @ Laurence Parent.  

aT BACK: Cow skulls on the patio wall at 
the Gage Hotel's White Buffalo Bar and 
12 Gage Restaurant in Marathon.  
Photo @ Al Argueta.

PHOTO: @E.DanKlepper



EXPERIENCE 
YOU'LL FIND AN AMAZING RANGE of -e axrion and adventure natural beaut 
and urban culture, fine art, fine dining, small-towi charm and big-city aTenilies...  

but what you will remember most is the warm West Texas hospital ty.

FORT DAVIS-Tired of the stress and traffic 
of the big city? Leave it all behind with a 

visit to the peace and quiet of the Old West! 
An award winning State Park, world-renowned 

Observatory, National Historic Site, Botanical 
Gardens, hiking, biking, hunting, 

camping and more await you.  

fortdavis.com

Make ALPINE the center of your atfent Dn.  

NatLra bea.ity, unique nightlife and shcp inc, and 
a grand array of hotels and guest lodging male 

this the perfect staging; groLnds for 
your West Texas adventure.  

visitalpinetx.com 
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67 
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FORT DAVIS ALPINE 385 285 

MARFA 90 
67 l11t 

Big Bend 
Ranch 

State Park 
BIG BEND 

l7t NATIONAL 

PARK 

MIDLAND: Feel the Energy. A great starting point tor your

~iIE trip to West Texasl Midland International Airport 

is the closest airport to Big Bend National Park.  

visitmidiandtexas. com

"M] [L] Ldging, Dining, Entertainmeit 
Enc History; FORT STOCKTON 

1h. 1- 3Eas i:. Experience our Visitor 
Center, Historic Sites, Museum, Fort Grou-ds, 
Golf CoursE, aln Unique Shopping oppor

tunities, West Texas style.  

historicfortstocktontx. com

M A R F A d e fie s e a s y I , ! 
explanation, yet any 

google search yields E 
thousands of opinions. Marfa is 

tough to get to-tougher still to ex
plain. But once you arrive, you get it.  

visitmarfa. com

I L1 RN

PECOS is Hot! Our great location, 
our historic hot spots and our 

colorful activities make Pecos, 
Home of the World's First Rodeo, the 
cool place to visit when 

traveling West Texas.  

pecostx. com E

ODESSA-known for breathtaking 
sunsets, wide-open spaces and warm 
West Texas hospitality; you'll enjoy 
shopping, dining, unique cultural 

attractions and events.  

Wish you were here! 

odessacvb.com 

T EX A 
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Feb 6-8 - Midessa Boat RV & Gun Show - Odessa 
Feb 14 - St. Mary's Catholic Caughters Queen Heart Dance- Marfa 
Feb 19 - Guys and Dolls- Midland 
Feb 27 - 2Cellos - Odessa/Midland 
Feb 27-28 -29th Annual Texas CoNboy Poetry Gathering - Alpine 
Feb 29 - Ballroom Marfa-Artist's F Im, Nicole Miller - Marfa 
Mar 6 - Texas History Day - Fort Stockton

Mar 14-15 - Midland Scottish/Irish Faire - Midland 
Apr 17-18 - Trappings of Texas, Western Art & Gear Show - Alpine 
Apr 22-25 - Big Bend Open Road Race - Fort Stockton 
Apr 24-25 - Davis Mtns State Park Chili Cookoff - Fort Davis 
May 8-9 - Cinco de Mayo & Boxing - Fort Davis 
Mar 14 -Texas Proud in Pecos - Pecos 
Apr 11 - 28th Annual Reeves County Health Fair - Pecos

a,



UpFRONT

Eyes Wide Open!

So much wide-open space, so little time. That notion sums up the 
initial overwhelm some experience when planning a trip to the 
Big Bend area. With its river rafting and gourmet fare, historic 
sites and modern art, hot springs and cool pools-and more than 
a million acres of public lands to explore-this desert-mountain 

destination can be at once exhilarating, enchanting, and daunting.  
On a quest to distill Big Bend's boundlessness, I visited with writer/ 

photographer Laurence Parent, whose updated version of Hiking Big Bend 
National Park is due out in February. Check out Laurence's stories in this 
issue on hiking Mesa de Anguila in the national park (page 40)-some 28 
miles in two days!-and treks to a handful of his favorite hidden canyons in 
the state and national parks that offer their own grandeur (page 56).  

Laurence's Big Bend dream day? "Hiking either the Upper Burro Mesa 
Trail or Grapevine Hills Trail in the national park in the morning, and then 
the park's Lost Mine Trail in the afternoon, staying up there until sunset

(take a flashlight with you). Then, I'd have din
ner at the Starlight Theatre Restaurant and 
Saloon in Terlingua." 

I'll leave the hard-core hiking to Laurence, 
and start my ideal day at Davis Mountains State 
Park's Indian Lodge, a pueblo-style adobe struc
ture built in the 1930s by the Civilian Conserva
tion Corps. I would take in spellbinding sunrise 
panoramas from the ridgetop along the park's 
Skyline Drive, then later drive to nearby Fort 
Davis National Historic Site for a tour of the

museum and restorations. An afternoon of extraordinary terrestrial views 
along the Davis Mountains Scenic Loop would be capped by a nighttime star 
party at The University of Texas McDonald Observatory.  

Or consider Senior Editor Lori Moffatt's daytrip tip, inspired by her last 
visit to the region when her group rented a house just steps away from the 
Presidio County Courthouse in Marfa: "After breakfast at Squeeze Marfa, 
we moseyed around town, exploring galleries and shops. That evening, we 
took in a special sunset viewing of Donald Judd's aluminum boxes at the 
Chinati Foundation, attempted to see the Marfa Lights, and then wrapped 
up our night at the Food Shark Museum of Electronic Wonders & Late Night 
Grilled Cheese Parlour, where the owner plays old 8-track tapes and makes 
killer sandwiches. Quirky and very typical of Big Bend." 

Also typical is the region's enduring allure. No matter how full or free 
your itinerary, whether it's your first or 50th trip, you'll be beguiled by Texas' 
southwestern elbow. New adventures always await, and you'll be back.  

Jill Lawless, Editor 

WH ERE TO FIND US 
Drop us a line anytime at letters@texashighways.com.  
Find us on Facebook and Twitter.

Dor't 
mess with 

pxas Drive Clean Texas
Drive 
TEXAS ADOPIA 

HIGH WAV

WHERE WE'LL 
BE NEXT MONTH: 

We'll kick off spring 
with Palestine's 
blooming dogwoods 
and downtown 
diversions, hor 
Texas in de pendence 
at Washington-on-the
Brazos State Historic 
Site-"Where Texas 
Became Texas"
and spend a weekend 
in idyllic Salado.
Stay tuned for a tour 
of Collings Guitars 
n Austin, kayaking 

along San Antonio s 
Mission Reach, 
and show :Are at 
Galveston s Grand 
Opera House. And 
get ready, the chuck
wagon races are on!

Any tips on these spots? 
Let us know on Facebook 
or Twitter

"N

Tell us yourfavorite 
comfortfood! 

See page 4 for details.



MERGE 
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY?

TREAT YOURSELF IREAT FOR THE NEW YEAR! 

I have been a proud Texas 4 
Highways subscriber since 1985. F -1, 

I'm a Texas native, but I've learned
su 'much wut my nome state.  

LINDA FORSYTHE, TH Facebook fan

'x~i;~2/>

WHAT USIEEATH 

PSAORTA I N10N0 

11/02

OUR 
FAVORITE 
SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
OF THE 
MONTH...  

Last year, we drove 
by Paisano Pete 
[in Fort Stockton] 
without stopping.  
I've regretted it 
ever since. This 
year, we plan to 
stop. Must have 
my own photo! 
Jennifer 
Benton Scoggin 

I implore every 
person new to 
Texas to take the 
time to travel 
throughout the 
state. You can't see 
everything stand
ing in one spot.  
Janet Joyce 
Keel Butler, 
Lufkin 

Follow us on 
Facebook and 
Twitter

War Hero 
As the son of a veteran of 

the Iwo Jima battle, I am 
pleased that you mentioned the 
memorial and Marine Military 
Academy [December], but I was 
surprised that you didn't men
tion that one of the flag-raisers 
was from nearby Weslaco.  
Harlon Block was born in 
Yorktown, Texas, but the fam
ily relocated to Weslaco. Sadly, 
Block was killed in action just 
days after the flag-raising.  
JOE RODDY. JR.. McKinney 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Harlon Block 
is buried at the Marine Military 
Academy in Harlingen, adjacent 
to the Iwo Jima Memorial.  

Christmas Spirit 
The Christmas Store in 

Fredericksburg [December] 
became a special place to 
me on November 16, 2014.  
Not because of the amazing 
Christmas displays or even 
the beautiful unique orna
ments that fill each room. It 
was the genuine kindness 
and "Christmas spirit" that 
was shown to me. My family 
and I had just come from my

brother's memorial service. We 
stopped in Fredericksburg on 
our way back to Baton Rouge 
to try to unwind. Everyone 
stumbled into the Christmas 

Store worn out but determined 

to check it out. Everyone but 

me. I had a fractured foot, so 
I was trying to keep up with 

the others on my knee walker.  

A very sweet and classy lady 

approached me and said, "Only 
someone who has had to use 

one of those can understand 

how hard it really is." Then, 
she invited me into the room 

she had come from, pulled out 
a beautiful padded chair, and 
insisted that I sit down and 

prop my foot up. She offered 
me something to drink and 

said to rest as long as I needed

to. I don't know the lady's 

name, but I will never forget 
the way she cared for me that 

day. It was as if I walked into 

my own Christmas movie.  

LAURIE MARTIN MAXWELL, 
Baton Rouge. Louisiana 

Let's Rodeo! 
It was wonderful to see our 

city was chosen as the top tour
ist destination in Texas [Decem

ber]. Another honor our city 

just received is the San Anto
nio Stock Show and Rodeo was 

voted Large Indoor Rodeo of 

the Year for the 10th time by the 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys' 
Association. Rodeo dates for 

2015 are February 12-March 1.  
ELEANOR SPROWL.  

San Antonio

READERS RECOMMEND 

Props for Central Perks 
We were on our way through to Little Rock when we stopped 

in Marshallfor lunch at Central Perks. I had a Reuben, and it 
was delicious. The food is excellent, the service is even better, 
and the antiques they have are just fun to look at.  

PETER BURNHAM. Houston 

Central Perks is at 211 N. Washington St. in Marshall. Hours: 
8-5:30 Mon-Fri, 8-4 Sat. Call 903/934-9902; www.centralperks.us.

WE WANT TO H EAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to: 
Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com.
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Scenic 
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Big Bend 
Country 

Snow in the Chisos 
Mountains highlights 
an already magical 
view, blanketing the 
trees and adding a 
new dimension to 
formations. Reach the 
Chisos Basin area from 
both entrances of Big 
Bend National Park 
by taking Panther 
Junction Road to 
Chisos Basin Road.  
Enjoy the various 
views of the mountains 
as the road climbs and 
winds for six miles 
through the landscape, 
arriving at a 5,400

foot elevation at the 
basin campground.  

The Chisos Basin is home 
to a lodge, the park's 
only restaurant, a visitor 
center, convenience store.  
and a trailhead for several 
mountain trails. More 
information can be found 
at www.nps.gov/bibe. Aur
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For Your True Texan Gal...  
She will tell herfriends, you kung the Texas moon! 

Austin-based designer Amanda Eddy believes three things; jewelry shou d be fun, Jewelry should be 

glamorous, and jewelry should be affordable at any age. After graduating From Texas Woren's University 

in Denton, she moved to Austin and th ngs "jLst began to fall into place.' Amanda Deer Jewelry was 

born just six years ago in a home studio ad was recently named one of Lucky Magazine's Favorite Etsy 

Designers. Fashion bloggers around t-e wo-id have taken notice and we predict she might soon be a 

household name in Texas! These dainty and personal handmade charms will make a perfect gift for 

a friend or a sweetheart. While you're at i:, pick one up for yourself to slow your TrLe -exas Pride!

shop.texashighways.com 

800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from 
outside the U.S.A.) 

Or, use the ORDER FORM 
in this issue.

Tiny Texas Necklace-Sterling Silver 
Make a big fashion statement with this acorable 
Texas charm! The charm is 1/2 inch tall and hangs 
from a delicate, 17-inch chain. Both t&e charm 
and chain are made from .925 sterling si ver.  

37914......... $28.00

Tiny Texas Necklace-Gold 
Make a big fasbio, statement with this adorable 
Texas cbarm! The charm is 24k: gold vermeil 
and stands 1/2 ir ch tall and hangs fro-n a delicate, 
17-inch, 14kt gol6-filled chain.  

37915 ......... $32.00
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BIG AND BR IGH T 
Big Bend Ranch State 

Park organizes star 

parties at least six 

times a year. always 
on the new ntoon.  
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WIDE ASPHALT AIRSTRIP STRETCHES 5,500 FEET 
into the desert landscape toward a row of hills in the dis
tance. I spread out a thick blanket and lie back for an un
obstructed view of the sky in all directions. Not a single 
manmade structure or light source mars the darkness, 
only a mesmerizing number of twinkling stars.  

This airstrip is deep inside Big Bend Ranch State Park, 
about a mile from the Sauceda Headquarters Visitor Cen

ter, which is about 27 bumpy miles down an unpaved road that leaves Farm-to-Mar
ket Road 170 four miles outside of the border town of Presidio. I'm stargazing at the 
Big Starry Night Star Party at Big Bend Ranch State Park, an event the park orga
nizes at least six times a year, always on the new moon.  

Big Bend Ranch State Park sprawls across nearly 500 square miles along the 
Rio Grande west of Big Bend National Park, taking in rugged mountain ranges, 
deep canyons, springs shaded by green cottonwoods, and endless vistas of creosote,

16 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2015

BIG BEND RANCH 
STATE PARK 
The park's Sauceda 
Headquarters is 
at 1900 Sauceda 
Ranch Rd. Call 
432/358-4444; 
www.tpwd.state.  
tx.us/state-parks/ 
big-bend-ranch.  

PHOTO: @ E. Dan Klepper

Gaze at a spot 
in the sky long 

enough and 
a shooting star 

or satellite 
is bound to 

streak past.



Gaze at a spot in the sky long enough 

and a shooting star or satellite is bound 

to streak past.  

Rangers who've received training 
at the nearby McDonald Observatory 

lead the star parties. The rangers set up 
a couple of telescopes and provide bin

oculars for peering at the sky. Parties 

start with basics like finding the North

ocotillo, cacti, and lechuguilla. More 
than 70 miles of unpaved road and 

238 miles of trails stretch deep into 

the park's wilderness, but much of 

the landscape lies beyond the reach of 

any but the hardiest of hikers, bikers, 

and equestrians.  

The stars, by comparison, are easily 

accessible. Simply look up anywhere 

in the park after dark and the Milky 

Way arcs from one horizon to another 

like an exuberant brush of sparkling 

paint across a black canvas. Add a set 

of binoculars and each pinpoint of star

light becomes multiple celestial bodies.

r

Star and include a tour of the constel
lations, easily visible in these dark 
skies. With my own basic binoculars, I 
am able to view star groups in some of 
the constellations, the Milky Way, and 
Andromeda galaxy. The latter, a fuzzy 
smudge to the naked eye, becomes an 
entire galaxy when viewed through 
one of the telescopes.

A little dinner.  
A little dance.  

A little Hill Country 

Romanze.  
Take a break from your world. And reconnect in ours. We're just secluded 
enough, with a beguiling mix of diversions that will take your minds off your cares 
and focus them firmly on each other. Charming guesthouses, B&Bs and inns.  
Delightful wine tours. Lazy carriage rides. Luxurious His and Hers spa treatments.  
Live music of all kinds. And soft candlelit dinners with surprisingly diverse cuisine.  
All set in the natural beauty and laid-back atmosphere of the Texas Hill Country.  
So take your partner. And come dance to the heartbeat of Fredericksburg. * 
VisitFredericksburgTX.com | 866 997 3600

Fredericksburg 
THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY

-ot d 
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an Heritage.Texan Hospitality.
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TEXAS WILD

Far West Texas is also home to popu

lar star parties put on by astronomers 

at the McDonald Observatory, a world

class research facility operated in the 

Davis Mountains by the University of 

Texas. The observatory star parties 

feature more and bigger telescopes, but 

also bigger crowds. It's not unusual for 

observatory star parties to host crowds 

of several hundred people, while at the 

state park, you may bump into 30 peo

ple at the most.  

So dark are the skies over Big Bend 

Ranch State Park that the park is in the 

process of obtaining official designation 

as a Dark Sky Park from the Interna

tional Dark Sky Association. So far in 

Texas, the association has bestowed 

the designation only on Copper Breaks 

State Park, Enchanted Rock State Nat

ural Area, and Big Bend National Park.  

"We are blessed with a really dark 

sky," says Barrett Durst, superintendent

of Big Bend Ranch State Park. "It's one 
of our precious natural resources." 

Describing itself as "the other side of 
nowhere," Big Bend Ranch State Park 
sees only about 6,000 visitors per year.  
Given its isolation and the unpaved road 
between the Sauceda Headquarters 
and FM 170 (the drive to Presidio takes 
about one-and-a-half hours), the park 
encourages Star Party participants to 
stay overnight. The Sauceda Headquar
ters offers lodging in a ranch house and 
a former hunting lodge bunkhouse, as 
well as tent camping.  

There's plenty to keep you busy during 
the day as well. Trails explore springs 
and tinajas (rock holes that sometimes 
hold water), canyon rims, and water
falls. Birds can be found throughout the 
park, most common among them scaled 
quail, black-throated sparrows, and 
roadrunners. Park rangers offer free 
one- to three-hour guided interpretive

CHIHUAHUAN DESERT 
BIKE FEST 
Three days of guided group rides 
at Big Bend Ranch State Park 
and other regional locations, 
taking place February 12-14.  
www.desertsportstx.com/ 
mountain-bike-event.  

hiking tours featuring plants and ani
mals, archeology, history, and geology.  
Longer tours in four-wheel-drive vehi
cles cost $150 (for up to six people) and 
focus on the topics of geology, archeol
ogy, and nature.  

I took advantage of as much as I could 
of this rugged, wild, and truly enormous 
park during the daylight. But when the 
sun went down, I was happy to park my
self on that blanket and let the universe 
entertain me. That's something you 
can't do just anywhere. *
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It's a Keeper 
A WOODED RETREAT AT KIEPERSOL ESTATES 
text by June Naylor

FIND MORE 
ONLINE 

More on Tyler 

attractions at 

texashighways.com/ 

madeintexas.

HILE THE TEXAS HILL COUNTRY AND THE 
Panhandle have grown popular for wine touring, 
I'm here to make a case for a culinary-viticulture 
escape to the East Texas Piney Woods.  

My recent jaunt to Kiepersol Estates, scarcely 
a two-hour drive east of Dallas, confirmed what 
folks around Tyler have been saying for more 
than a few years: This family-run, made-in-Texas 

operation offers the right ingredients for a peaceful, pleasing weekend.  
South African native Pierre de Wet worked as a farmer and a handyman in 

California in the early 1980s before moving to Texas to take ajob near Tyler. Texas 
grew on him, and in the late 1990s, Pierre and his daughters opened a winery

Kiepersol's 
popularity in 
the local com
munity reveals 
itself especially 
in the spring, 
when Pierre 
and his family 
"wake" the 
vines for 
the season.

FEBRUARY 2015 1 texashighways.com 19
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Less than a 3 hour 

drive for 80% 
of TeXafl with a bed-and-breakfast inn and res

taurant, naming it for a family home
stead back in South Africa. Today, 
their enterprising company also encom
passes an RV park and a distillery that 
released its first vodka, rum, and bour
bon in spring and summer 2014.  

Before touring the winery and check
ing into my sumptuous room at the 
B&B, I joined a couple from Shreveport 
on one of the daily distillery tours. The 
affable Pierre, usually in his signature 
cowboy hat, leads many of the tours at 
Kiepersol himself, offering sips of vari
ous spirits and sharing stories behind 
their production. Taking a cue from 
some French vodka distillers, Kiepersol 
makes its version from grapes grown on 
the estate, while corn for the bourbon 
comes from Lubbock.  

A few steps down a stone-lined walk
way, past an expansive view of Kieper
sol's 63 acres of vineyards planted with 
sangiovese, cabernet sauvignon, mer
lot, and syrah grapes, the entrance to 
the winery revealed another happy

Next, we visited the 
tank room, where Pierre 
offered us tastes of a 
luscious malbec rose from 
a spigot on the side of a 
stainless-steel tank.

crowd of visitors. Guests shopped for 

wine accessories and queued up at the 

front counters for tastes of some of Kie

persol's 20-plus wines. Others bought 

wine by the glass or bottle to while away 

the afternoon with a platter of cheese 

at one of the tasting room's long tile

topped tables.  

A dozen of us followed Marnelle de 

Wet Durrett, Pierre's eldest daughter 

and chief winemaker, on a half-hour 

winery tour. Marnelle told us that 

Kiepersol makes its wines entirely 

from grapes grown on site and pro

duces 15,000 cases annually. After she 

showed us the machinery that crushes 

grapes and separates the skins and 

seeds from juice, we visited the tank

20 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2015 PHO TO: Kevin Stillman
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TREAT YOURSELF TO 

TEXA 
TEXAS 

H I G H W A Y S 

Join us! Get 12 issues chock-full 

of Texas' best getaways, events, 

attractions, and natural wonders.  

Super Buy! A one-year 

subscription to Texas Highways 

Magazine is just $24.95...  

that's only $2.08 an issue.  

Super Gift! Friends, family 

members, and business associates 

all enjoy gifts of Texas Highways 

Magazine. The first U.S. subscription 

(yours or a gift) is $24.95. Additional 

U.S. orders are just $20.00 each 

when ordered at the same time.  

TO ORDER BY PHONE, CALL 

1-800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 

and ask for source code 6502SU1 

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central 
Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

Visa -MasterCard 

American Express 

Digital editions 
are also available! 

TO EXPEDITE SERVICE, ORDER ONLINE: 

Nww.texashighways.com

Get Texas Highways for yourself

YES! 
Start My Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 

MY NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE - ZIP 

Just $24.95for a 1-year U.S. subscription! 
(International subscriptions are $39.95.)

58% off 
NEWSSTAND! 

Simply return this order form 

in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

6502SU1

TREAT YOURSELF(f iREAIFOR THE NEW YEAR./ 

full months 
and discover 

sW5A~Ife TexasEW..4 
AITrue Texas.ue

PORARTI4
If

To expedite service, call: 

1-800-839-4997 
and ask for source code 6502SU1

Give Texas Highways to a friend 

/ YES! Start a Gift Subscription-12 Full Months! 
Please print 

YAE 58% off ADDRESS NEWSSTAND! 
CITY STATE - ZIP 

Send a gift subscription to: 
Simply return this order form 

RECIPIENT'S NAME in the mail-we'll bill you later.  

We'll send a card announcing your 
ADDRESS gift directly to your recipient.  

CITY STATE - ZIP For faster service, please call 

1-800-839-4997.  
To include more gifts, enclose a list. Just $24.95 for the first U.S. subscription, 
and $20.00 for each additional U.S. order! (International subscriptions are $29.95.) F502SU1
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MADE IN TEXAS 1

room, where Pierre offered us tastes 
of a luscious malbec rose from a spigot 
on the side of a stainless-steel tank.  

Kiepersol's popularity in the local 
community reveals itself especially in 
the spring, when Pierre and his fam
ily "wake" the vines for the season-a 
ceremonial term Pierre assigns to the 
spring budding time-and also in fall, 
when the vines are put to rest for winter.  
Last October, about 3,000 people came 
out to celebrate the season's end, with 
a mariachi band serenading the vines' 
send-off. On the Saturday prior to Good 
Friday-that's March 28 this year
there's a similar ceremony to celebrate 
the waking of the vines again.  

After the tour, I found a spot in the 
restaurant's bar, which reminded me 
of a cozy wooden tavern somewhere in 
the English countryside. A very gener
ously portioned Caesar salad with lots 
of juicy grilled chicken was the perfect 
midday meal, served with crusty, warm

sourdough bread that Pierre has flown 
in from San Francisco.  

Dinner revealed an old-school styl
ishness, as the restaurant dress code 
requests patrons not wear shorts, T
shirts, running shoes, or ball caps. The 
food maintains that upscale theme, 
with offerings that range from lobster 
bisque and chilled shrimp cocktail to 
New York strip graced with Bearnaise 
sauce. My oysters Rockefeller proved as 
good as those I've enjoyed in New Or
leans: Six enormous Gulf oysters ar
rived sizzling and fragrant from the 
grill, topped with spinach, butter, and 
herbed breadcrumbs.  

A large, beautiful piece of sea bass, 
crusted in crushed pistachios and sau
teed, arrived in a tart white wine-butter 
sauce. Every table around mine ordered 
the molten chocolate cake, Kiepersol's 
signature dessert, but it was just too 
much for me to fathom. Instead, I sipped 
a glass of Texas Tempranillo, one of

Kiepersol's extraordinary red wines.  

My comfortable room, fortunately, 
waited just a few steps from the dinner 

table, as Kiepersol's B&B sits attached 

to the restaurant. There, I drifted off 

in a huge, comfortable bed and awoke 

to gaze out the windows at the Piney 
Woods and rolling vineyards.  

Kiepersol's staff often point guests 

to golf, spa, festival, and shopping ex

periences nearby, but I was fulfilled 

simply by finding a quiet place in the 

forest with fine wine to drink, delicious 

food to enjoy, and new friends to keep 
me company. *

U

KIEPERSOL ESTATES 
is at 21508 Merlot Ln. in 
Tyler. Room rates at the 

B&B start at $145 per night, 
including a delicious break

fast. Call 903/894-3300: 
www.kiepersol.com.
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An Eyeful of Industry 
TOURING THE HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL ON THE SAM HOUSTON 
text by Eric W. Pohl

Tugboats honk 
hello; crane 

operators and 
deck hands 
on interna

tional cargo 
ships gesture 

a friendly 
wave or nod.

F YOU'VE EVER DRIVEN ACROSS THE SIDNEY SHERMAN BRIDGE 
in East Houston, you've likely taken notice of the incredible sweeping 
views of the Houston Ship Channel. Located where Interstate 610 crosses 
the expanded Buffalo Bayou, the 135-foot-tall freeway overpass affords 
an urban panorama of one of the largest ports in the world.  

As a kid growing up in Houston, I never missed a chance to press my 
face against the car window during the one-minute ride across the Ship 
Channel bridge. I remember marveling at this wondrous industrial hub 

and waterborne highway-the impossibly large cargo ships offloading cars like rows 
of ants, the city of metallic oil refinery towers glistening in the distance.  

What I didn't know at the time was that the Port of Houston Authority offers free 
boat tours to give the public a close-up view of the ship channel and its inner work
ings. With no qualms about being a tourist in my hometown, my wife and I joined 
one of the tours on a sunny October afternoon. We congregated with a dozen or so

OCEAN SPRAY 
A Port of Houston 
Authority enter
gency response 

vessel sprays a 
salute to the Sam 
Houston during 

the Houston 
Ship Channel's 
2014 centennial 
celebration.
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DETOUR

other tourists and schoolchildren on the 
forward deck of the M/V Sam Houston 
II, which docks at the Port of Houston, 
about five miles east of downtown Hous
ton. As a Texas flag fluttered from a pole 
attached to the boat's bow, we shoved off 
into the heart of the ship channel, a 52
mile-long, 530-foot-wide waterway that 
connects the port to Galveston Bay.  

The 90-minute, round-trip tour takes 
visitors along a seven-mile stretch of the 
channel, from the Turning Basin Ter

minal to the Washburn Tunnel. Each 
tour is different, depending on the ships 
and cargo coming and going from all 

parts of the world. Narrating over the 
loudspeaker, Capt. Doug Mims points 

out vessels flying flags from countries 

around the globe, including Singapore, 
Norway, and Greece.  

Christened in 1958, the 100-passen

ger Sam Houston-with its stark white 
hull and polished wood trim-has been 
hosting visitors for nearly 60 years.

SAM HOUSTON BOAT TOUR 
departs from 7300 Clinton 
Dr. in Houston. Free tours run 

Wednesday through Sunday; 
reservations required. Call 

713/670-2416, or click on the 
"Free Boat Tour" link at www.  

portofhouston.com.  

Measuring 95 feet long and 24 feet wide, 
the upper and lower decks offer impres
sive standing-room views of Houston's 

marine port at work. The views are 
nearly as fantastic from the seating in 
the air-conditioned cabin at the center 

of the boat, where complimentary cof
fee and soft drinks are served.  

Capt. Mims shares interesting tidbits 
as the diesel-powered ship cruises along 
the channel at a leisurely pace. We learn 
about the port's storage tanks, holding 
liquids like corn syrup and blackstrap 

molasses for cattle feed. Mims points

out an industrial recycling facility ca
pable of engulfing entire cars, and even 
airplanes. As we pass various oil facili
ties, he notes that the port's largest pe
troleum refiner is ExxonMobil's Bay
town Refinery, which has a capacity of 
nearly 600,000 barrels a day. Tugboats 
honk hello; crane operators and deck 
hands on international cargo ships ges
ture a friendly wave or nod.  

We motor slowly past colossal oil 
tankers as they navigate up the channel 
to the various wharves and terminals 

along the port. Enormous RO-RO ships, 
short for "roll-on/roll-off," unload vehi
cles from their bowels. The sheer scope 
of these vessels is staggering; they can 
carry more than 6,000 cars and trucks.  

With Houston's downtown skyline 
just visible in the distance, we circle 
around to head back. The captain points 
out a solitary historical marker amid 

a group of trees on a park-like grassy 
bank, noting the location where Texan
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fighters captured Mexican General An

tonio L6pez de Santa Anna following 
the Battle of San Jacinto.  

Four months after that decisive battle 
of April 1836, land speculators and broth
ers Augustus and John Allen landed at 

the confluence of White Oak and Buffalo 

bayous with the dream of building a city.  

Where others may have seen merely a 

muddy meandering creek, the Allen 
brothers saw an important navigable wa

terway with direct passage to Galveston 
Bay. Buffalo Bayou would allow cargo to 

be offloaded from ships in Galveston and 

then transported by barge and shallow

draft steamers directly to Main Street in 

downtown Houston. Exports like cotton, 

rice, and lumber left the same way.  

The free, 90-minute, round-trip 
tour takes visitors along a 

seven-mile stretch of the channel, 
from the Turning Basin Terminal 

to the Washburn Tunnel.  

In the decades that followed, Houston's 
growth called for widening and deep
ening the bayou. The catastrophic 

Galveston hurricane of 1900 and the dis
covery of oil at Spindletop in 1901 rein
forced the argument for a protected re

gional port. Eventually, local business 

leaders and U.S. Congressman Tom Ball 

convinced the federal government to help 

fund the dredging and widening of Buf
falo Bayou into a significant deep-water 

channel, and the Houston Ship Channel 
opened in 1914. Today, the Port of Hous

ton-which commemorated its centen
nial with a series of events in 2014
leads the nation in foreign waterborne 
tonnage, houses the nation's largest pet

rochemical complex, and accounts for 

$179 billion in economic impact in Texas.  

As the Sam Houston carries us under 
the Sidney Sherman Bridge, I gaze up 

in amazement. I'm now, if only for a 
time, a cog in the panorama I marveled 
at from afar as a child. With a newfound 

perspective of the Houston Ship Chan

nel's history and operations, I'm equally 
amazed by the spectacle today. *
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Bowled Over 
ART FROM NATURE AT THE WILDFLOWER CENTER 
text by Andrea Abel

OST PEOPLE THINK TO 
visit Austin's Lady Bird 
Johnson Wildflower Center 
in the spring, when Mother 
Nature rolls out her most 
outrageous show of color. In 
March and April, after all, 
brilliant fields of bluebon

nets, Indian paintbrush, yellow coreopsis, sunny black-eyed 
Susans, and cheery pink evening primroses entertain the 
senses and beckon visitors to explore.  

But for me, the Wildflower Center is a secret winter
time refuge.  

Don't get me wrong, I adore the audacious vernal pageantry 
that former First Lady Mrs. Johnson adored and worked so 
diligently to protect. But the cool temperatures and shorter 
days of winter bring a more subtle and serene sense of beauty.

LADY BIRD 
JOHNSON 
WILDFLOWER 
CENTER 
is at 4801 La Crosse 

Ave. in Austin.  
Call 512/232-0100; 
www.wildflower.org.

Winter is all about contrasting textures, 
longer shadows, and the peaceful sol
ace that nature offers when at rest. It's 
not all a muted palette of gray, tan, and 
dusky green, either-I love the surprise 
of scarlet possumhaw holly berries and 
the gentle swaying of golden grasses in 
the breeze. On a crisp, chilly day, my fa
vorite thing to do is meander the cen
ter's network of trails, where swishing 
seas of Mexican feathergrass and seedy 
stems of inland sea oats lull me into win
tertime meditation. Without the flowers 
to distract me, the jagged spears of aga
ves and sotols make me think of soldiers 
standing at attention with bayonets. I 
even notice the peeling, two-toned bark
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of a persimmon tree, a detail I'd missed 
in the fall, when leaves and tangerine
colored fruits filled the tree's branches.  
If I'm lucky, I might catch a glimpse of a 
roadrunner or a rabbit scampering along 
the Arboretum Trail. Good thing the caf6 

has hot chocolate to warm me up.  
After strolling the grounds, I always 

make time to browse the gift shop, 
which is chock-full of beautiful items 

that showcase Texas' natural beauty 
and celebrate Texas artisans, including 
books, nature-oriented toys and cloth

ing,jewelry, candles, soaps studded with 

Texas wildflowers, and home-ddcor 
items like locally made wind chimes.  

As I browse, I pause to admire the 
organic shape and design of a palm-size 
russet and blue ceramic bowl imprinted 

with the leaves of lantana, cedar elm, 

and other native plants. The shell-shaped 
feet look just like the ones my girls and 

I collect on the beach at Port Aransas.  
Handmade by artist Mary Fulton in

Winter is all about 
contrasting textures, 

longer shadows, and the 
peaceful solace that nature 

offers when at rest.  

Wimberley, the piece ($34.95) is part 

of a series of decorative yet functional 
bowls, platters, and vases that Mary 

calls her "Agaritaville Pottery." She cre
ates the pieces by pressing native leaves, 
twigs, and blossoms into wet clay; the 
plant parts burn off when the pottery is 

fired. Mary also sculpts pecans, acorns, 
shells, and other shapes that serve as 
feet or decorations.  

"My work is inspired by my love of the 

outdoors," says Mary, who has volun
teered as a gardener at the Wildflower 
Center for about eight years. "I don't use 
a wheel, because I enjoy the process of 

building pottery by hand, with shapes 
taken from nature. I use slab, coil, and

pinch construction methods, and each 
piece incorporates natural materials.  

"My work as a gardener at the Wild
flower Center has led me to want to 
preserve the wonderful variety of leaf 
and flower patterns," Mary adds. "The 
clay does an amazing job of capturing 
all of the intricate details particular 
to each species." 

As a member of the Wildflower Cen
ter, I can visit as often as I like and get 
a 10 percent discount at the store or on 
online items. And so I take the bowl 
home with me.  

The dish now sits on a corner of my 
writing desk to remind me of quiet 
wintertime Wildflower Center visits.  
Though I have a special connection to 
the pared-down winter wardrobe of the 

native Texas landscape, I can't help but 
smile when I think of spring. By then, 
tiny, orchid-like blooms will adorn the 
center's graceful redbud trees, and blue
bonnets will be just around the corner. *

VISITPECOS.COM 

WHILE 
ON THE 
HUNT 
EXPLORE OUR NEW HOTELS, FAMOUS 
EATERIES AND GEAR SUPPLY SHOPS.  

PECm@ .  
T E X A SL

A-;
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During the tour, 
a staff member 
will take you 
through the 
entire brewing 
process while 
you enjoy a 
sample of the 
latest brew.

LTHOUGH CRAFT BEER
making has flourished in 

Texas for decades now, the 
Big Bend region has been 
slow to benefit, only re
cently welcoming the ar

rival of a sustainable local 
brewery. The Big Bend 
Brewing Compar_y, located 
in Alpine, completed brew

ing its first beers in December 2012, providing the region's 

pubs from Marfa to Marathon with locally produced beer on 

tap. Six-packs soon followed, and these days the brewery's cre

ations are found in commercial chillers across the Big Bend.  

Beer and the art of beer-making have existed for many 

centuries, but until the onset of the Industrial Revo

lution, beer production usually took place at iome or 

at small, locally operated breweries, essentially creat

ing hundreds of craft beers throughout each region. The 

introduction of mass production consolidated the beer-mak

ing process (and Americans' tastes), leaving enthusiasts few 

options by the middle of the 1900s. Thankfully, the country 

has experienced a renaissance in artisanal beers ever the past

BI6 BEND 
BREWING COMPANY 
is r. 3401 W. US 90 
inmA pine. Tours take 

place at 3 p.m. Wed-Fri 

arc at 2 and 3 p.m.  

on Sat. Admission: 

$1C, which includes a 

sampic of each beer 
ar c a pint of your 
favrite. Call 432/ 
837-3700;www.  
bigbendbrewing.com.

few decades, due in part to a renewed 

enthusiasm for locally produced food 
and drink in general.  

"We wanted d to create a brewery that 

made world-class beer and proudly rep

resent the region and far West Texas 

with a great product," says Big Bend 
Brewing Company owner Matt Kruger.  

"Ijust thought that the area was so amaz

ing and cool, and that if we made great 

beer, the rest of Texas and beyond would 

probably buy it." Kruger soon found out 

he was right, and to meet the escalating 

demand, completed a significant expan

sicn to his brewing facilities in 2014.  
Kruger makes a great pitch on be

half of his brews, but the beer really 

speaks for itself thanks to Steve An

derson, Kruger's resident brewmas
ter. Anderson brings a little science, a 

touch of culinary creativity, and a lot 

of artistic sensibility to the beer-mak

ingr process, creating five different
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beers that represent a variety of styles.  
"We are brewing beers that are com

patible with the West Texas desert 
heat and dryness," explains Anderson.  
"The Terlingua Gold is a light-bodied, 
dry, and hoppy golden ale that quickly 
quenches the thirst. Our Big Bend He
feweizen is a true Bavarian-style wheat 
ale that has a very thirst-quenching 

quality with its fruity and spicy char
acter-perfect for a hot summer day.  
And our No. 22 Porter, on the other 
hand, is ideal for the bitterly cold win
ter nights we get here for more months 
than I like." Anderson also produces an 
IPA called La Frontera and the brew
ery's very drinkable signature lager, 
Tejas, which shows up in my ice chest 
on a regular basis. But don't just take my 
word for it. Try it yourself during a tast
ing tour of the brewery's facilities.  

The brewery opens to the public for 
tours and tastings Wednesday through 
Saturday. During the tour, a staff

k:

BE MINE IN 
VALENTINE 
On February 14 from 3-10 p.m., 

join fellow Big Bend enthusiasts for 

Big Bend Brewing Company's 3rd 
annual Valentine's Day in Valentine.  
The event takes place in and around 
the Old Mercantile, the historic 

dry goods store in the heart of Valentine.  
Doors open at 3 p.m. and musical 

guests this year include the Joe Ely 
Band, Tessy Lou & the Shotgun Stars, 
Crooks, and Mike and the Moonpies.  
The brewery provides free shuttle 
service back and forth between 
Valentine and Fort Davis, Alpine, 
Van Horn, and Marfa during the event.

member will take you through the en
tire brewing process while you enjoy 
a sample of the latest brew. With sev
eral massive fermentation tanks in 
the background, we learned about the

brewery's use of hops and malts, then 
checked out the canning area.  

"Canning is an all-hands-on-deck op
eration," brewery tour guide Amy Ox
enham explains. "The canning line 
overflows with beer when running, and 
every run is taste-tested on the spot," 
she adds. Amy tells us that the brewery 
uses cans rather than bottles, as cans 
chill faster, take up less space, weigh 
less (thus creating a lighter carbon foot
print during transport), and protect the 
beer from light.  

After the tour, you can socialize 
with fellow tourists in the tasting area 
over a round of lagers or ales and take 
in the West Texas ambiance. Rather 
than enhancing its tasting room with 
memorabilia (caps and other items 
are available in the lobby), the brew
ery showcases its inspiration instead, 
raising its shipping dock doors to fill 
the brewery with the light and land
scape of the Big Bend *
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Slow and Steady 
A GASTRONOME'S DELIGHT 
AT THE TURTLE IN BROWNWOOD

text by June Naylor

BUSY WORK WEEK BE
hind us, my husband and 
I headed west from Fort 
Worth late on a Friday 
afternoon for a relaxing 
weekend of dining and 

adventure in Brownwood.  
"You can eat chicken-fried 
steak here in Cowtown 
without driving 150 miles," 

our confounded friends at home suggested.  

Undeterred, we wheeled onto Center Avenue in the Brown 

County seat at suppertime, pulling up to The Turtle for what 

I'd long heard was a revelatory gastronome's experience.  

Just as we might in the city, we popped first into The Turtle's 

narrow wine-and-cocktail space, the Enoteca, for a pre

dinner adult beverage.

U 

THE TURTLE 
RESTAURANT, 
ENOTECA, AND 
GELATERIA 
are at 514 Center 

Ave. in Brownwood.  

Call 325/646-8200; 
www.theturtle 
restaurant.com.
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As we climbed onto two high stools 
at the bar, mixology whiz Hayley 

Fowler sized us up with an astute bar

tender's eye.  

"Cocktail?" she asked my husband, 

Marshall. And, looking at me, "and 

wine?" Bingo.  

Overhearing restaurant servers place 

orders for history-steeped concoctions 

like the French 75 and Corpse Reviver 

No. 2, we pondered our menu choices 
before Hayley smoothly stepped in to 

offer suggestions. She directed Mar

shall to one of her own absinthe cre

ations, then, seeing me stumped over 

the selection of 20 international wines 

offered by the glass, she steered me to 

the Super Nero, a new-release, full-bod

ied red blend from Brennan Vineyards 

in nearby Comanche.  

Before claiming our table next door, 

we studied some of the grazing going on 

at the bar: Thin-crust pizza laden with 

prosciutto, fresh mozzarella, provolone, 

Parmesan, and frilly baby greens driz

zled with vinaigrette looked great; as 

did the antipasto platter of paper-thin 

sliced Italian meats and cheeses.  

Dinner proved that owner-chef Mary 

Stanley works to set The Turtle and 

Enoteca apart from typical small-town 

dining by serving handmade cheeses, 

locally sourced eggs, and artisan meats.  

Furthermore, she's managed to find 

staff who are up to the challenge of 

making big-city cuisine, evidence of the 

ingenuity with which she and her hus

band, David, a licensed architect, rou

tinely tackle projects.  

Armed with art degrees, the two 

migrated from Illinois to Austin with 

two small children in the early 1980s.  

While David pursued another degree 

at UT, Mary split time between raising 

kids and working in a bakery. When a 

business acquaintance moved home to 

Brownwood, the Stanleys followed, en

thralled with the idea of living less ex

pensively in a small town.  

Mary did some commercial baking 

here and there and had their third child, 

but soon started dreaming of rehabili

tating Brownwood's quiet downtown.

"Folks come from around the globe to see our 
Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, but we don't 

let that go to their heads." Warner 

C onroe's W. Goodrich Jones State Forest is home 
to Texas' largest concentration of endangered 

Red-cockaded Woodpeckers and John Warner 
along with his staff is dedicated to making 
them feet right at home. 1700+ acres 

provide ample opportunities 
for not just bird watching, 
but hiking, picnics, and 

CONRo biking as well. As the sun 
Guide sets, head into our historic 

downtown area for dinner, 
drinks, and a show at one 
of our many unique venues.  
That many woodpeckers 
can't be wrong.  

John Warner, Urban Forester with Texas A&M Forest Servi 
e -at the W Goodrich Jones State Forest.

Start planning your X-SL 
next birding getaway 

;_J- T E X A S with our FREE Birding 
& Vacation Guides! 1-877-426-6763 

X Find more getaway ideas at: www.PlayInConroe.com VisitConroe (tx)

FEBRUARY 2015 1 texashighways.com 31

ce

PHOTO. Michael Amador



EAT

The couple put their talents to work 

by buying and sprucing up beautiful 

but derelict store spaces, most from the 

early 20th Century. Gambling that they 

could attract customers with an inter

esting restaurant, the couple decided to 

offer "slow food"-food that takes time 

and thoughtfulness to prepare, with 

carefully procured ingredients-in a 

cleverly titled space.  

"We chose the name because the tur

tle is slow, is persistent, and has longev

ity," David says.  

Our leisurely dinner included tra

ditional Italian courses. For our primo, 

or first course, we enjoyed a simple, 

satin-smooth pumpkin soup, styl

ishly presented in a modern, square 

bowl; plus a dish of artichoke pasta 

served with shredded venison and a 

rich reduction sauce. The runaway 

star of our secondo, or main course, 

was the seared Texas beef tenderloin 

served with perfectly roasted Brussels

The Turtle offers "slow food"
food that takes time and 
thoughtfulness to prepare, with 
carefully procured ingredients
in a cleverly titled space.  

sprouts and a pure of root vegetables.  
Over dinner, as we admired the art

ful renderings of various turtle species 
on the walls, Mary shared with us one 
of her recent wine finds, Cos Frappato, a 
Sicilian red recommended by her Aus
tin wine supplier. Her clientele's grow
ing interest in a far-flung wine list has 
dovetailed nicely with her own quest 
for better wine education, which she 
answers by attending TexSom, the an
nual wine-education event held at the 
Four Seasons at Las Colinas in Irving.  

We returned at Saturday lunch to 
enjoy one of Chef Stephen "Bubba" 
Frank's delicious burgers, crafted from 

2 red Wagyu beef raised in Central Texas,

and to indulge in the glorious gelatos 
Mary offers at a tiny shop that she op
erates next to the Enoteca. Marshall 
and I couldn't agree on a favorite fla
vor among her dozen or so, as he voted 
for the deeply creamy whiskey-pecan 
(made with local ingredients, natu
rally) and I rooted for the dense and 
dark Mayan cacao.  

Mary and David continue to revital
ize downtown Brownwood. Work is un
derway now to turn the 1929-era Mont
gomery Ward store next door to the 
Turtle-a cavernous, 22,500-square
foot space-into a four-story, food-and

/ drink playground called Monty's 1930 
Social Club. Plans call for a Texas beer 
and whiskey selection and gastro pub 
menu to enjoy with live music, skee
ball, and bowling.  

We predict our weekends in Brown
wood will become tastier still, and we'll 
have to bring our friends along to sur
prise them with the fun.*

HERE 
BORN 

HERE.

$

Experience a place where the heroes of today can honor 
the heroes of the past, and inspire the heroes of tomorrow.  
From the Admiral Nimitz Museum, to the Pacific Combat 
Zone, to the interactive George H.W. Bush Gallery, the 
National Museum of the Pacific War offers an exciting telling of 
WWII in the Pacific, and the rich story of the fight for our freedom.  
PacificWarMuseum.org

NATIONAL MUSEUM 
T"IPACIFICWAR 
None of Admiral Elmitz Musum I FrEricksbrU 215..  
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Wild West Wine Bar 
SIDLE UP AND SIP AT FORT STOCKTON'S GREY MULE SALOON 

text by Dale Weisman

1< 4 A 
44

IA

MAGINE YOURSELF IN FORT STOCKTON'S 
adobe Grey Mule Salocn, around 1894. Sidle up 
to the bar and order a shot of whiskey, but keep 
an eye out for trouble while you imbibe. Cow
boys, sodbusters, and hot-headed gunslingers
drinking, smoking, cussing, gambling, and 
spoiling for a fight-pack this Wild West saloon.  

Now, flash forward to the 21st Century. The 
Grey Mule Saloon-now a designated Texas 
Historical Landmark-has been reborn as a 

wine bar and tasting room for Texas'largest winemaker, Mesa 
Vineyards. Today's patrons sip reds, whites, and roses in a 
refined setting you'd expect from a big-city bar.  

The tasting room's vibe is relaxed and welcoming, with 
hardwood floors, a stainless-steel bar, high-back bar chairs, 
and a gray-and-tan color scheme. Adjoining rooms showcase

GREY MULE SALOON 
is at 101 E. Callaghan 
St. in Fort Stockton.  
Hours: Wed-Sun, 
1:30-7. Call 432/ 
336-9463; www.  
stegenwines.com.
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photographs of the nearby vineyard 
and winery, and the shady back porch 
invites visitors to linger, often hosting 
local musicians on weekends.  

"We're turning beer-drinking cow

boys into wine connoisseurs," says tast

ing room manager Shera Lee Davis.  

"Visitors love what we've done with this 

old building," she adds. "They're ex

cited that we've maintained the build

ing's history." 

Mystery shrouds the Grey Mule Sa

loon's origins. By some accounts, the 
saloon opened in the 1880s to serve 
U.S. Army soldiers garrisoned at Fort 

Stockton. A few years later, so the story 
goes, the infamous Pecos County Sher
iff A.J. Royal and a partner acquired 

the Grey Mule and attempted to drive 

another nearby saloon out of business.  

When locals boycotted the Grey Mule, 

Royal threatened violent retaliation. In 

a strange twist, after losing a bid for re

election, Royal was shot dead by an as

sassin as he cleaned out his desk in the 

Pecos County Courthouse.  

The murder remains unsolved, and 
the bloodstained desk now sits across 

the street at the Annie Riggs Memorial 

Museum, a good place to learn more 

about the general history of Fort Stock

ton and the area. Despite the murky 
chronology of the Grey Mule's early 
days, we do know that the building 
served as a law office, bookstore, caf6, 
and a private home before opening in 
November 2012 as a tasting room for 

Ste. Genevieve Winery and its parent 

company, Mesa Vineyards.  

"It's exciting to bring Mesa Vineyards 
to life through our tasting room," says 
Shera Lee. "Since the early 1980s, Ste.  
Genevieve has worked only through 
wine distributors. The Grey Mule Sa

loon is the winery's first public face."

PH OTO: Will van Overbeek
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In addition to wine tastings, the 
Grey Mule offers glasses of visitors' fa
vorites, sells bottles and cases of wine, 
and serves such simple fare as cheese 
and fruit plates with bread and Texas 
olive oil. The saloon also sells accesso
ries like corkscrews, wine glasses, sou
venir T-shirts, and wine-club member
ship plans for connoisseurs.  

In a tasting room, it's all about the 
wine, and the Grey Mule's extensive 
selection of reds, white, roses, and des
sert wines impressed me. In addition to 
the best-selling Ste. Genevieve "mother 
brand," the winery produces more than 
a dozen different wines under the labels 
of Lost Maples, Shadow Brook, Pere
grine Hill, and Mesa Vineyards.  

Partial to reds, I tried the Peregrine 
Hill Pinot Noir, a true Texas appella
tion (meaning that all of the grapes are 
grown in Texas). Rich with dark-berry 
earthiness and peppery undertones, it's 
also a great value at $11 a bottle. And

because I'm also a fan of Chilean and 
Argentinian Malbecs, I also sampled 
the Ste. Genevieve Malbec. One glass of 
this rich, rustic, and full-bodied red eas
ily led to another, and I bought a couple 
of bottles to enjoy at home.  

As the largest of Texas' wineries, 
Mesa Vineyards produces 600,000 
cases of wine a year, and bottles more in 
a day than most Texas wineries produce 
in a year. Despite a 600-acre vineyard 
about 27 miles east of Fort Stockton, 
Ste. Genevieve supplements its locally 
grown fruit with grapes from France, 
Chile, California, and South Africa.  

Ste. Genevieve took root here in Texas' 
Escondido Valley more than 30 years 
ago. With long sunny days, cool nights, 
calcium-rich topsoil, and a depend
able artesian water supply, the val
ley provides an ideal microclimate 
for grape-growing. Recognizing the 
valley's potential, the University of 
Texas system, along with French wine

giant Domaine Cordier Estates, plant
ed a vineyard on university-owned 
land in the early 1980s. In 1984, Cor
dier Estates built Ste. Genevieve's 
68,000-square-foot, four-story winery, 
outfitting it with the best winemaking 
equipment available.  

In 2005, Mesa Vineyards, an in
vestment group led by wine-industry 
veteran Pat Prendergast, purchased 
Ste. Genevieve and breathed new life 
into the company. Mesa Vineyards in
vested in new tanks, cooling systems, 
bottling lines, and other winemaking 
equipment; expanded the winery's pre
mium labels; and rejuvenated the vine
yard, which is still deeply rooted in land 
leased from the University of Texas.  

Mesa Vineyards' dedication to pro
ducing high-quality wines has borne 
fruit, and you can now sample the win
ery's premium varietals and blends at 
the Grey Mule Saloon, in the heart of 
Fort Stockton's historic district. *
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NextWeekend FORT STOCKTON

OR DECADES, I'VE PASSED THROUGH 
Fort Stockton on countless road trips 
out west, stopping for gas and great Tex
Mex-and to pay homage to the town's 
super-sized roadrunner mascot, Pai
sano Pete. Over the years, I've grown to 
appreciate the town as more than a pit 
stop. With its proudly preserved frontier 

fort and colorful Old West heritage, Fort Stockton sweeps me 
back to an era when Comanches, Buffalo Soldiers, pioneers, 
ruthless lawmen, and feuding gunslingers crossed paths at 
this junction of old West Texas.  

The arching "Historic Fort Stockton" sign beckons me 
down Main Street, where I discover a Mayberry-like down
town. Fort Stockton's historic district straddles both sides of 
Main Street, about a mile-and-a-half south of Interstate 10.  
Amid historic sites, such as the Grey Mule Saloon and the

FORT STOCKTON 
For information about 
visiting Fort Stockton, 
call the Fort Stockton 
Convention & Visitor 
Bureau at 800/336

2166; www.historic 

fortstocktontx.com.

Annie Riggs Memorial Museum, you'll 
also find interesting shops like Bella 
Terrazza, a cornucopia of Mexican and 
Western home decor and talavera pot
tery. Not far from the historic district, 
Fort Stockton abounds with some of the 
best Tex-Mex west of the Pecos at down
home eateries like Tacos O.J., Alfredo's, 
La Duena, and BienVenidos.  

At the intersection of Main Street 
and Railroad Avenue, the Fort Stock
ton Visitor Center interprets local his
tory with various exhibits and provides 
maps for self-guided driving tours. The 
visitor center occupies the original Kan
sas City, Mexico, and Orient Railway's 
1911 depot, an architectural gem with

El Paso San Antonio 
240 miles; 315 miles; 
3.25 hours 4.25 hours

Texarkana 
610 miles; 
8.75 hours

Beaumont Lubbock 
590 miles; 225 miles; 

8 hours 3.25 hours 
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graceful porticos and a red-tile roof. The 
surrounding grounds showcase Fort 
Stockton's heritage with a sculpture 
garden, interpretive displays, Santa 
Fe locomotive cars, and a burbling wa
terfall depicting Comanche Springs, a 
now-dry network of springs. A wind
mill and pump jack recall the town's 
roots in the agricultural and petroleum 
industries, while the neighboring re
newable energy park showcases the 
turbines and solar panels of the region's 
contemporary green energy industry.  

Striking silhouette sculptures of Co
manches, Buffalo Soldiers, early set
tlers, and vaqueros grace the visitor 
center gardens. Created by Texas-born 
painter and sculptor Brian Norwood, 
the steel figures are smaller-scale ver
sions of Norwood's sculptures along 
I-10: U.S. Cavalry soldier silhouettes 
towering above the scrubby plains to the 
east and a silhouetted Comanche hunt
ing party just west of town.  

Another photogenic subject, poised 
in mid-stride, stands at the corner of 
Dickinson and Main: Paisano Pete.  
The paisano-a roadrunner nickname, 
meaning "countryman" in Spanish
rises 11 feet tall and stretches 22 feet long, 
beak to tail. Billed as the world's largest 
roadrunner when erected in 1980, Pete 
lost his No.1 spot in 1993 to a roadrunner 
twice its size near Las Cruces, New Mex
ico. Paisano Pete, however, still reigns as 
one of the Southwest's most beloved, oft
photographed roadside attractions.

dd a little zest to your Texas vacation! 
Breeze into Beaumont for amazing shopping, nonstop
entertainment and delicious culinary experiences.  
With so many museums, historic home tours, and 
nature trails to blaze -you'd better start planning! 
The discoveries in Beaumont are endless.  

Request a Free Visitors Guide! 
Call 1-800-392-4401 or visit our website 

www.BeaumontCVB.com 

M Visit Beaumon, TX . @VisitBeaumontTX

mk,"t

You'll find an amazing variety of t ings to do in Boerne.  
Looking to shop, dine and pamper yourself during a weekend getaway? 

In search of an action-packed outdoor adventure? 
No matter your travel style, you'll find the perfect activities 

in Boerne to make your dream vacation a reality.  

BOERNE 
AsUNOQE A0Ou N ,me
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Historic Fort Stockton and its name
sake community owe their existence to 

Comanche Springs, prolific springs on 

the legendary Comanche Trail. The wa

tering hole provideI a welcome oasis for 

Native Americans soldiers, postal car

riers, merchants, and settlers traversing 

the arid West. Comanche Springs once 

gushed more than 60 million gallons of 

water a day. Sadly, the springs went dry 

in the 1950s due to excessive gr:undwa

ter pumping for agriculture.  

To safeguard Comanche Srrings for 

travelers, the U.S. Army established 

Camp Stockton in 1858, naming it for 

Lieutenant Edward Dorsey Stocktor_, a 

West Point officer who had died in San 

Antonio in 1857. Nearby, the 1,12 Pecos 

County Courthousc is flanked by shady 

Zero Stone Park, which is home o a lime

stone marker used by military survey
ors and mapmakers as a reference point 

when they laid out the mili ary post.  

After abandoning the fcrt tc Confed

erate soldiers during the Civil War, the 

U.S. Army re-established Fort Stockton 

in July 1867. Garrisoned by four compa

nies of the 9th U.S. Cavalry Fort Stock

ton was home to African-American cn

listed men known as Buffalo Soldiers.

"Back in those days, there 

trees or brush around -he fort, ju

open prairie," says Robert Preston, a re

enactment volun-eer who often leads 

tours of the fort. "You c juld see the dust of 

approaching riders from 10 miles away." 

The U.S. Army abandoned the fort for 

good in 1886, when the frontier and In

dian Wars moved west beyond Texas.  

The community that had sprung up 

around the fort in the late 1860s lived 

on, though, nourished by Comanche 

Springs. Originally called St. Gall by the 

settlement's founder, Peter Gallagher, the 

town was renamed Fort Stockton in 1881.  

Remnants of the old military fort 

have endured. Managed by the Fort 

Stockton Historical Society, His

toric Fort Stockton features four orig

inal buildings (the guardhouse and 

three officer's quarters), replicas of en

listed men's barracks, and the parade 

grounds. The fort's oldest structure is 

the guardhouse, built in 1868 of quar

ried limestone. When you enter the 

guardhouse dungeon, imagine the trib

ulations of prisoners in solitary confine

ment, shackled in irors and subsisting 

on hardtack biscuits and water.  

The fort's visitor center and museum,

housed in Barracks 1, put frontier life 
and military history into vivid per
spective with interpretive exhibits, ar
tifacts, photographs, and videos. Each 

third weekend of October, volunteers in 
period garb reenact fort life and demon
strate infantry and cavalry skills dur
ing Living History Days.  

A few blocks south of the fort, the 
Annie Riggs Memorial Museum pro
vides a window into Fort Stocktons turn
of-the-century past. Opened in 1901 as 
the Koehler Hotel, the adobe brick build
ing is a prize example of Territorial-style 
architecture. With its gingerbread trim, 
wrap-around porches, and wide veran
das, the 13-room hotel reflected Vic
torian elegance on the frontier. Thick 
adobe walls and 14-foot ceilings kept 
guest rooms cool. Period advertisements 
touted "the coolest rooms in town and 
old-fashioned buttermilk biscuits." 

How the hotel took on the Riggs name 
were no echoes the lurid drama of an Old West 
st wide- dime novel. In 1901, Annie Riggs, who

Some of the best Tex-Mex 
west of the Pecos can 
be found at downhome 
eateries like Tacos O.J.  

pw J- e. -luri
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was married to notorious gunslinger Bar
ney Riggs, filed for divorce after years of 
abuse. Later that year, Annie's brother
in-law shot Barney outside the Koehler 
Hotel, believing he was about to pull a 
gun. Barney died inside the hotel, and 
his estate went to Annie, enabling her to 
buy the Koehler in 1904. She renamed 
it the Riggs Hotel and managed the inn 
until her death in 1931. In 1955, the Riggs 
family donated the building to the Fort 
Stockton Historical Society, which trans
formed it into the Annie Riggs Memo
rial Museum, now brimming with fron
tier relics and memorabilia like period 
furnishings and clothing, photographs, 
kitchen items, Native American arti
facts, fossils, and a ghost or two.  

Across the street, the storied Grey 
Mule Saloon enjoys a second life as a 
convivial wine bar. Opened as a saloon 
in the 1880s, the adobe building is now 
the tasting room for Texas'largest wine
maker, Mesa Vineyards. Nearby land
marks include the Comanche Springs 
pavilion and swimming pool, built in 

1938. The pool still opens in the sum
mer, and each July, the city holds its 
annual Fort Stockton Water Carnival 
there, an extravaganza of water ballet, 
music, and dancing that began in 1936 
when Comanche Springs still flowed.  

South of Zero Stone Park stands the 
Historic Old Jail, an imposing two
story sandstone structure built in 1882 
and enlarged in 1913. The Pecos County 
Historical Commission now operates 
the jail as a museum featuring tributes 
to local law enforcement officers, aus
tere cellblocks, and the original 1880s 
holding cell.  

Surrounding Pecos County obliges 
vista seekers with nearly 5,000 square 
miles of plateaus, mesas, and moun
tains. The scenic drive from Fort Stock
ton south to Sanderson on US 285 draws 
sightseers as well as racing enthusiasts 
each April for the Big Bend Open Road 
Race. The 118-mile round-trip route is 
tough and unforgiving, much like the 
Trans-Pecos frontier that tested the 
mettle of Fort Stockton soldiers and pi
oneers 150 years ago. *
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BIG BEND'S ULTIMATE BACKCOUNTRY 

GETAWAY IS PACKED WITH 

GORGEOUS VIEWS HIGH ABOVE 

SANTA ELENA CANYON 

text & photographs by 
LAURENCE PARENT
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"I want to take you to the best view in Texas," he told me.  

"We'll hike all the way across Mesa de Anguila and overlook 

Santa Elena Canyon at its confluence with Fern Canyon on 

the Mexican side of the Rio Grande." 

I had written a guide to hiking in the Big Bend, but I had 
never hiked this far across Mesa de Anguila, which rises in 

the remote western corner of Big Bend National Park, far from 

the park's visitor centers. In Spanish, anguila means "eel," but 

some linguists think the name could be a corruption of dngel 

(angel) or dguila (eagle).  
"A better view than from the South Rim or Emory Peak? 

Or Guadalupe Peak in Guadalupe Mountains National Park?" 

I asked, thinking William was setting a high bar.  
"Oh yeah, better," he replied.  

I'd always wanted to overlook Santa Elena. I'd floated 

through the gorge several times, plus hiked into the entrance, 

so I figured the view from Mesa de Anguila would be spectac

ular. But better than places like Guadalupe Peak or the South 

Rim? I'd have to see for myself.  

Over the next few days, William and I, plus Far Flung's 

owners, Valynda and Greg Henington, worked out a plan.  

William had hiked to the overlook multiple times, so he had 

the route down. We planned a three-day, two-night backpack 

in late March.  

The hike would be physically challenging. The trail starts 

at Lajitas, near the Lajitas Golf Resort & Spa, and climbs

quite steeply in places-up onto the mesa. Reliable water 

doesn't exist on the mesa, so we would have to carry all we 

needed. The hike would be 26 miles round trip, plus maybe two 

miles hiking along the rim of Santa Elena Canyon. I thought 

that doing 28 miles in three days would be an effort, but it 

sounded reasonable.  

William called me a few days before the hike to tell me that 

they'd had to shorten the hike to two days. Twenty-eight miles 

in two days with a full backpack, lots of water, and camera 

equipment? That would definitely be an adventure. But my 

schedule was clear, my gear packed. I was going.

Laji tas 170 

The Saddle 

G pBIGBVD 
N4ATioHAL 

La Mariosa 
La s Santa Elena 

- *Canyon Overlook 
.0 *ANQ
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REWARDING VISTAS 
In the remote 
western corner of 
Big Bend National 
Park, Mesa de 
Anguila affords 
experienced hikers 
spectacular views.
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Laurence Parent's 
Top 5 Texas hikes at 
texashighways.com/ 
webextra.  

HUES OF NATURE 
In the vast 
reaches of the 
park, a painter's 
palette of dusky 
blue, vibrant 
pink, andfiery 
orange speaks to 
nature's artistry.  

, IM~

Early on March 23, William, guide Erica Little, and I threw our packs into my 
truck at Far Flung's headquarters in Terlingua. Erica had quizzed me the night be
fore about my gear and hiking ability, and as she divvied up our food that morning, I 
could tell she still had some doubts about whether I'd make it. I figured I'd just have 
to show her. Our packs weren't light exactly, but they could have been worse: William 
had hiked part of the route a few days before, and he had stashed some water along 
the way so that we wouldn't have to carry as much.  

The three of us drove about 17 miles to Lajitas, parked in a gravel lot near employee 
housing at the resort, and pulled on our packs. The sun was still low in the eastern 
sky, so the morning was cool. We were anxious to make time while it was pleasant.  
The first stretch of trail was an easy cruise across desert flats to the base of the mesa, 
but soon the trail began to climb, and the sweating began. We plugged away for about 
an hour on the steep trail and took a break once we reached the top of the saddle, a 
relatively flat part of the mesa where many of the trails begin. We could now see far 
to the south, clear into Mexico.  

For the next four miles, we hiked southeast along a high bench of the mesa on a 
lightly used, clear trail. It continued climbing, but at a much more relaxed grade. We 
felt energized and briskly walked toward La Mariposa, a distinctive, jagged peak that 
rises some 3,745 feet. William had stashed our extra water at a trail junction there, 
and we celebrated its presence with lunch.  

Unlike a lot of hikers I've known, Erica had not packed trail mix and freeze-dried 
meals, but rather fresh fruit, vegetables, and turkey-and-cheese sandwiches. I decided 
I wanted to take her on future hikes.  

Two side trails fork off from the main trail at La Mariposa. Both descend down to 
the Rio Grande, which was visible far below. We continued southeast a short distance 
on the main trail until we forked off onto a faint, unmarked trail that continued to the 
southeast. We were now officially off the map-a place where old-time mapmakers 
might scribble "here be dragons." We carefully followed an old horse trail that proba
bly dates to the park's ranching days 70 years ago. The hiking was flat and easy now, 
but after three miles or so, the path faded away for good.  

William pointed out Santa Elena Canyon far in the distance to the south. It didn't 
look especially close, but William insisted it wasn't bad. "Piece of cake," he said. Erica 
and I looked at each other and shrugged. This was her first time for the hike, too.  

"To avoid crossing a bunch of small canyons," William advised, "we have to curve 
way around to the north first, and then hike back south to the main canyon where 
it's joined by Fern Canyon." 

"Piece of cake," I thought to myself.  

Off we went. We did curve north, but not far enough, as it turned out. All too soon 
we found ourselves hiking on loose limestone cobbles with heavy packs as we crossed 
numerous small canyons. There was no trail in sight. Slowly, we moved closer to the 
walls of Santa Elena Canyon.  

"Ten more minutes," William said as he skipped along ahead of us.  
Erica and I looked at each other with raised eyebrows.  
"No way," she said.  

Half an hour later, we arrived at the canyon rim and shed our packs. I carefully 

Are <Zoo* T4W rAe WO.- ~
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eased over to the rim. "Yikes!" I thought. The ground went 
from level to perfectly vertical within inches. I hung my cam
era around my neck and lay down with my head and arms 
hanging over the void. The drop was so sheer that I could 
have easily thrown a rock into the river a thousand feet below.  
Across from us were the towering walls of Mexico's Fern Can
yon, and as a canoe drifted into view from around the corner, 
I took some photographs. From this high up, it was hard to tell 
how many people were in it.  

Heights don't generally bother me that much, but this van
tage inspired a few butterflies in my stomach, and I eased my
self back from the rim. It was late afternoon, so we decided to 
pitch our tents and set up camp on a nearby knoll with mil
lion-dollar views. We cooked dinner before it got dark, enjoying 
grilled vegetables, chicken, and brown rice, all cooked fresh on 
a backpacking stove.  

As we were eating, the light became optimal for photogra
phy, and before long I was begging Erica and William to stand 
on the rim for photos. I'd yell "move a little closer to the edge," 
and they'd give me a jaundiced look in return. As the sun set 
to the west, far out over Mexico, I snapped photo after photo, 
thankful in the dimming light that I'd lugged my tripod on the 
trek. The sky flamed gold, orange, and scarlet as I took photos 
of our camp. I even lit our tents with headlamps for a few last

shots as the light faded away. I put up the 

the endless stars overhead, and finally 

crawled into my tent, grateful to be in 

the prone position. I drifted off to sleep 

with a light wind rattling the tent walls 

and tried not to think of the long hike 

back tomorrow.  

We arose before dawn the next morn

ing, with coffee and hot chocolate the 

stars of yet another good meal. Although 

it was still cool and pleasant, we hadn't 

started as early as we had on day one, 

so we knew we were going to get warm.  

On the way back, though, we were de

termined to avoid all the little canyons 

we had struggled across on the hike 

out here. Even though the trailhead 

was northwest of us, we headed north

east, uphill to the north rim of the mesa, 

avoiding all but two or three minor can

yon crossings. Then we turned north

west, staying on the divide between 

Bruja Canyon to the north and the nu

merous Santa Elena tributaries to the 

south. The route was longer, but easier.  

Reaching the first bit of the faint horse
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RIM SHOT 
From the rim of 
Santa Elena Can
yon. the Rio Grande 
appears as a silver 
ribbon some 1.000 

feet below.
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trail was a relief; it was better than all of 
the loose cobbles.  

After seven miles, we stopped again 
at the water cache at La Mariposa. We 
ate another great lunch, drank some 
of the remaining cached water, and 
poured the rest into our water bottles.  
After slathering on another coat of sun
screen, we headed out again. The route 
was mostly downhill, something no one 
complained about. As we neared the 
saddle, the point where the trail climbs 
down off the mesa, William spoke up.  
"Another hour," he said. Once again, 
Erica and I looked at each other with 
raised eyebrows.  

"Maybe at your pace, William," I 
countered.  

An hour and a half later, we arrived 
at the truck. As we headed for Terlin
gua, Erica reviewed the hike. "It's not 
for the fainthearted, but the views are 
sure great," she said.  

As William had promised, the hike 
and the views had been spectacular. Are 
they the best in Texas? 

Take a look at my photos, and you be 
the judge. * 

Photojournalist Laurence Parent enjoys 
few things more than exploring the hid
den corners of Big Bend National Park.
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ESSENTIALS 

MESA DE ANGUILA 
The Mesa de Anguila hike is an extremely challenging hike that 

requires great route-finding skills. USGS topographic maps of 

the mesa are necessary for finding routes, along with a compass 

and/or GPS unit.  

If you are not an experienced backpacker, try this hike only 

with experienced friends or with an outfitter such as Far Flung 

Outdoor Center (800/839-7238; www.bigbendfarflung.com).  

The entire hike is in the Chihuahuan Desert with very little shade; 

it's best done from October to March. Plan to carry at least one 

gallon of water per person per day in addition to backpacking 

gear and food. See www.nps.gov/bibe.  

For more details about activities, lodging, and outfitters in the 

Big Bend, see www.visitbigbend.com.
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in the late 1980s, my introduction to lodging-other than a tent 
in the Chihuahuan Desert-was a room at the Gage Hotel in 
Marathon. Quiet, rustic, and largely undiscovered back then, 
the yellow-brick hotel stood as an outpost of civilization on the 
edge of Big Bend National Park's vast wildness.  

The vintage hotel offered a chance to sleep in a comfortable 
bed and take a hot shower before I headed to the national park 
for a week of backpacking with friends. I rocked in the chairs 
on the front porch, gazed at the blue mesas where the ribbon 
of highway disappeared, and felt like I had found nirvana. I 
vowed to return to the Gage and get to know Marathon better.  

Return I did with my husband, Dan, year after year. Mara
thon and the Gage became our standard first stop on our trav
els around the region. Over time, we discovered other historic 
lodgings and watched them take shape into worthy destina
tions in their own right, particu
larly the Holland Hotel in Alpine, 
The Hotel Paisano in Marfa, and 
Hotel Limpia in Fort Davis.  

To find these four preserved and 
fashionably updated hotels in such 
a remote region continues to de
light and surprise us. Each hotel 
looks and feels different, reflecting 
its hometown's individual ambi
ance. And now there's another at
traction for foodies like us-on-site

EN-GAGED 
Opening Spread: The dining patio at 
the 12 Gage Restaurant in Marathon.  
This spread: The Gage Hotel's pool.  
lobby. and historic entryway.
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MADE IN MARFA 
Scenes at The Hotel Paisano, which opened in Marfa in 1930: 
The courtyard, the chile relleno plate at Jett's Grill, and the hotel 
lobby. The hotel, which has 41 rooms, provides a comfortable base 
for exploring the Big Bend region and Marfa's art scene.  
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restaurants employing chefs who put a fresh regional spin on 
their menus with locally sourced ingredients.  

The Gage no longer functions simply as our overnight sta
tion on the way to somewhere else. Ideally, we like to stay a few 
days, explore Marathon's art galleries down the main street 
(US 90), sample a fried pie at Burnt Biscuit Bakery, swim in the 
Gage's heated pool, and enjoy a good meal and a glass of wine.  

Alfred S. Gage, a West Texas cattle baron and San Antonio 
banker, built the Gage in 1927, wanting a comfortable place 
to stay while tending to his regional ranching interests. He 
hired the prolific El Paso architect Henry Charles Trost, who 
would also design the Paisano, the Holland, Hotel El Capitan 
in Van Horn, and dozens of El Paso buildings, including the 
1912 Camino Real Hotel.  

The Mission-style Gage sparkled as the town's social cen
ter where locals dined, danced, and cut business deals. By the 
1970s, though, the once-grand Gage had been remodeled so

dinner and drinks. We peruse the menu at 12 Gage, headed by 
chef Brandon Waddell, and start with Texas quail with a blue 
cheese, almond, and cherry stuffing, port wine reduction, and 
sweet corn fritter. Entries such as beef tenderloin and honey 
Dijon-marinated white rabbit tempt, too, but the tenderloin 
of hazelnut-crusted elk with a pinot noir reduction and pars
nip maple puree reigns as the must-have dish for carnivores, 
in my opinion.  

After dinner, we cross the courtyard to the White Buffalo 
Bar-named for the head of a white buffalo mounted on a 
wall-with its leather seats and viga-post ceiling. The bartend
ers pour Texas tequila and wines, beer, cocktails, and such 
signature drinks as the Texas Martini with Tito's vodka, jala
pefno, and olive juice.  

We find this same strong sense of place when we arrive at 
the Holland Hotel in downtown Alpine, about 30 miles west 
of Marathon. Another Trost architectural masterpiece, the 

Holland was built in 1928,
one year after the Gage. Trost 

CeSP&&vmat to &iztui odst ai (o zougAdS0 b t' wanted his hotels to blend 
p P " t10into the landscape and called 

otteImw vutj wMA/ vel W A.. ."19566b. 6g Oj A the desert buildings his "Arid 

e w cd Dgefv getoru America" style. The Holland 

c&AAI*o wdv vgJv~J vc~ eg, i rced&,ar certainly looks like it belongs 

P41oA2t&JixoorAv0Mo WM&CAJPV I 00i Wb, in Alpine with its Western 
jo wflavor-arched doorways, 

u f qa e& 7 , J-C4.,0 xo, &4VPtak Vm v bea h wooden beam ceilings, stucco

many times that its linoleum floors cracked and layers of paint 
had built up on the woodwork. In 1978, Houston businessman 
J.P. Bryan and his wife, Mary Jon, who own the sprawling 
Chalk Draw Ranch on the edge of the national park, bought 
the hotel for a mere $30,000. Bryan tracked down the Gage's 
original plans and embarked on a restoration project.  

More than three decades later, the Gage again bustles with 
people. "The hotel continues to evolve-you have to do that if 
you want to continue to attract greater numbers of people and 
keep up their enthusiasm," Bryan explains. "In recent years, 
we wanted to give it more of a feel of a resort. But we also want 
guests to share in the mystery and adventure of the country 
that surrounds the hotel. That's why they keep coming back." 

The Gage includes the original hotel and its 15 restored 
rooms, which feature refined Western furnishings; Los Por
tales-our favorite spot-20 adobe-brick rooms added in 1992 
that open to long covered porches arranged around a land
scaped interior courtyard; three stand-alone casitas; and Cap
tain Shepard's House. Built in 1890 by town founder Capt. Al
bion Shepard, the two-story, Colonial-style home features five 
bedrooms and a two-room carriage house.  

Along with the 27 acres of native landscaped gardens, and 
plans for a new Visions of the West Museum scheduled to open 
in 2016, the Gage also offers a fabulous setting to unwind with

walls, and stone fireplaces. A 
2011 restoration of the Hol

land's 24 guest rooms stayed true to the theme, as represented 
by the rooms' warm colors, custom bedding, and paintings of 
West Texas scenery.  

The restored Century Bar and Grill features an airy and in
timate space in the main dining area, the Rio Grande Room, 
with a tile floor and wrought-iron chandelier. The bar, its ceil
ing painted colorfully with Western patterns, features broad 
windows looking out over the action on Holland Avenue and 
the railroad tracks.  

When the weather is mild, the hacienda-style courtyard 
beckons with potted cacti and a burbling fountain. The menu 
ranges from salads-go for the eight-ounce rib-eye steak salad 
garnished with Texas goat cheese and dressed in a tangy, 
roasted red onion vinaigrette-to entries like burgers, beef ten
derloin, and pan-seared rainbow trout. In late 2014, the restau
rant hired a new executive chef, Amaury Torres from Santa 
Fe; we look forward to returning and sampling his cuisine.  

Another Trost-designed hotel awaited us in Marfa, home 
to the Big Bend's most dynamic art scene, one of the world's 
largest art installations at the sprawling Chinati Foundation, 
and the ever-mysterious Marfa Lights. Designed in Span
ish Revival style, El Paisano opened in 1930 and drew cattle 
ranchers buying and selling herds, as well as tourists seeking 
the dry desert air.
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NEW OLD WEST 
Clacwise from left: the Century Bar at the Holland in Alpine; 
the Victorian-era styling of the Hotel Limpia in Fort Davis; 
and the view from one of the Limpia's porches.
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Now called The Hotel Paisano, the hotel is renowned as the 
lodging for the roughly 150 cast and crew members who came 
to Marfa for the 1956 filming of the classic film Giant. Direc
tor George Stevens set up a projector in the hotel ballroom to 
watch the daily footage along with the stars, which included 
Elizabeth Taylor, Rock Hudson, and James Dean.  

The hotel changed hands over the years, and was eventu
ally abandoned. Joe and Lanna Duncan bought the hotel in 
March 2001 in an auction on the steps of the Presidio County 

AC4V& ou4oAt. M A4 tA J4 dkO, 

Courthouse, and embarked on a restoration project, completed 
in time for the hotel to reopen in November of that year. The 
original 65 rooms have been converted to 41 larger rooms, 
which recall as much as possible the original fixtures.  

A Giant memorabilia room sells Dean T-shirts, copies of the 
Edna Ferber novel that inspired the film, and re-creations of 
original key tags with the actors' names and room numbers.  
You can even sit down and watch the movie. The Giant theme 
continues at the restaurant, Jett's Grill, where beef stars on the 
menu. Try the pistachio-fried sirloin with jalapefio gravy or 
the 12-ounce Black Angus burger, called the Giant.  

Dan and I have spent many pleasant evenings camping in 
Davis Mountains State Park with deer sleeping around our 
tent and javelinas rustling in the grass. But we often get our 
fill of roughing it and end up at Fort Davis' Hotel Limpia, the 
end of the trail for this Big Bend jaunt.  

With its long porches and backdrop of rugged cliffs, the Lim
pia looks like an extension of the nearby Fort Davis cavalry 
outpost. Campbell and Bance Contractors built the hotel in 
1912 of locally quarried igneous rock and white wooden trim.  

As with the other historic hotels in the region, the Limpia 
eventually grew outdated and needed a boost. David and Ana 
Schreiber, who already owned the restored 1883 Veranda Inn 
down the street, bought the Hotel Limpia in 2011 and contin
ued restoring the hotel to its Victorian roots. They installed 
real wood floors, tore off old wallpaper, and returned the walls 
to stucco. The original main building, with 13 rooms and suites 
(the Limpia complex has 31 rooms total), takes guests to a by
gone era with 12-foot-high ceilings of ornamental pressed tin 
and elegant furnishings, such as silk curtains, gilt-framed 
mirrors, and four-poster beds.  

Dan and I like to sit in the courtyard garden, which in the 
spring and summer smells of roses and herbs, or in the rocking

chairs on the hotel's expansive porches. "It's a peaceful, tran

quil place to enjoy nature and still have a comfortable bed in 
a funky little old Victorian hotel," David says. "You don't have 

to rough it if you want to experience wilderness." 

The Schreibers opened the hotel restaurant, the Blue 

Mountain Bistro, in 2012. David functions as executive chef 

and wanted to create a casual dining experience that also in

corporates some of the influences from the couple's travels 

around Europe. The bistro serves tapas and "basic, sim

ple French country fare," such as the 

popular beef bourguignon. Locally 
sourced food comes into play, too. Vil

lage Farms greenhouses grow the 

90t Nvt& tomatoes in Fort Davis, and apples 
come from the hotel's own trees. The 

restaurant's cheese board also fea

tures goat cheese from the Marfa Maid 

Dairy, when it's available. "Sometimes 

the goats have to take a vacation," 

David says with a laugh.  
So do we all, and discovering an oasis of laid-back luxury in 

the midst of such wildness makes us appreciate it all the more.  
We sleep in these places steeped in history and wake up know

ing that the adventure and mystery of this country lie just 
outside the door-and will draw us back again and again. * 

Kathryn Jones. a writer who lives on a ranch south of Glen 
Rose, plans to return to Big Bend to explore yet anotherform of 
historic lodging there-tourist courts. Austin-based photographer 
Al Argueta says he enjoyed this opportunity to shoot sonie of 
hisfavorite elements of travel: "amazing scenery, tasty grub.  
and stylish hotel digs." 

\X 

4 ESSENTIALS 

BIG SKY STAYS 
Because these hotels are relatively small, we recommend that 
visitors book rooms in advance, especially if your trip coincides 
with a festival or other special event. Here is information for 
sites in the story: 

The Gage Hotel is at 102 N.W. 1st St. (US 90 West) 
in Marathon. Call 432/386-4205; www.gagehotel.com.  

The Holland Hotel is at 209 W. Holland Ave. in Alpine.  
Call 432/837-2800; www.thehollandhoteltexas.com.  

The Hotel Paisano is at 207 N. Highland Ave. in Marfa.  
Call 432/729-3669; www.hotelpaisano.com.  

The Hotel Limpia is at 100 State St. in Fort Davis.  
Call 432/426-3237; www.hotellimpia.com.
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SAFETY 
FIRST! 
* All but two of 
these canyons re

quire nothing more 

than a low-clearance 

sedan to reach the 

trailhead. Seeing 

these canyons re

quires as little as a 

1.4-mile round-trip 

hike to as long as 

eight miles.  

* As with all hiking, 

be sure to wear 

good footwear, a 
hat, and sunscreen.  

Carry plenty of 
water, snacks, extra 

clothing, maps, 
compasses, and 

GPS units.  

m Let friends know 

where you're going 

and when you'll 

return. Start with 

the easy hikes 

before trying the 

harder ones.  

w The National 

Geographic/Trails 
Illustrated map of 

Big Bend National 

Park and the Explo

ration Map: Big Bend 

Ranch State Park are 

essential in locating 

the hikes and 

their trailheads.  

LEVEL: Beginner 

LEVEL: Intermediate 

L L E 
LEVEL: Expert

The seven canyons described here are variedin many ways,both 
in their physical features and in their accessibility. In general, I've picked lesser-known desti
nations that I think are particularly beautiful and are at least reasonably accessible. I've placed 
more emphasis on the state park because far fewer people have seen its hidden gems. If you plan 
to hike one or more of these sites, see the safety rules at left. Or kick your feet up and thumb 
through the following pages to see these amazing scapes through my lens.

CLOSED CANYON 
* Possibly the best-known of the 

- seven, Closed Canyon is easy to 
find and easy to hike. Drive about 22 
miles west of Lajitas on FM 170, the 
River Road, into Big Bend Ranch State 
Park. Park at the Closed Canyon Trail
head and head down the path to the 
looming mouth of the gorge. Over the 
eons, water has carved a deep chasm 
through the mesa that lies between the 
valley followed by the highway and Col
orado Canyon of the Rio Grande. Except 
for the volcanic rock through which the 
canyon is carved, you might think you're 
in a Utah slot canyon. It's shady, spectac
ular, and a bad place to be in a flood.  

The walking is easy at first on gravel 
and polished bedrock, but becomes 
more challenging toward the end.  
You'll have to scramble down a few 
small pour-offs, and after a mere sev
en-tenths of a mile, your journey ends 
at a pour-off too high to descend. Listen 
quietly and you might hear the faint 
murmur of the Rio Grande, just out of 
sight down the canyon.  

OJITO ADENTRO 
t For another easy hike, drive deep 
- into the heart of Big Bend Ranch 
State Park. Park at the marked trail
head 8.7 miles past the park-entrance 
kiosk (on Sauceda Ranch Road). Your 
destination is visible from the parking 
lot-a mass of lush cottonwood trees 
tucked into a canyon below Agua Ad
entro Mountain.  

Initially, the trail winds through the 
desert into the dry wash of Bofecillos 
Creek. Cross through a gate in a fence 
and walk the easy path upstream into a 
line of cottonwoods. Continue upstream 
on the trail through the riparian wood
land. The last 100 yards require some

118 
to 

* op;toAdentro 
CincoTinaias 

BiG BEND RANCH Lower 
STATE PARK * 

ancher/as Canyon Study 

. closed Canyon Terlingua. Butte 

e Lajitas 170 

Bur 
Po

scrambling over, around, and under 
large boulders that have tumbled down 
from the narrowing canyon walls.  
You'll arrive at a sheer-walled box can
yon. Small pools lie at the base of the 
canyon walls in a grotto. Water trick
ling down the cliff above feeds thick 
maidenhair ferns, poison oaks, and 
grapevines that contrast with the sur
rounding desert. Be sure to stay on the 
trail to avoid trampling the delicate veg
etation. Enjoy the cool spring area be
fore hiking the seven-tenths of a mile 
back to your car.  

CINCO TINAJAS 
The Cinco Tinajas hike is also rel

A atively easy, about two miles round 
trip. Drive into the heart of Big Bend 
Ranch State Park on Sauceda Ranch 
Road to the Cinco Tinajas Trailhead, 
15.8 miles past the park-entrance kiosk.  
Although there's little sign of a canyon, 
follow the trail north about three-tenths 
of a mile to a small saddle formation 
with a trail junction. Continue straight 
and drop down into broad Leyva Can
yon. Turn right where the trail soon 
hits a dry wash and follow it upstream 
toward the narrow mouth of Cinco
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Slickrock 
Canyon 

NATiON4AL PARK~ 
ro Mesa 
ur-Off.

NOOKS AND 
CRANNIES 
The trails to 
the state park's 
Closed Canyon 
(below) and Ojito 
Adentro (right) 
prove relatively 
easy to navigate.  
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CANYON CARVINGS 
A iiew of(lie 

Chisos Mountains 
from Javelina 
Wash along the 
Upper Burro 
Mesa Trail (left) 
and the char
acteristic dark 
volcanic rock and 
Pools of Cinco 
Ting'.as (right).

Tinajas. Pools of water lie at the mouth 
of the canyon and in multiple potholes 
above. Additional pools and pour-offs 
will soon stop your forward progress.  
Massive floods carrying sand, gravel, 
and rocks have polished the dark vol
canic rock that makes up tae canyon 
walls and floor. The canyon drains 
some eight square miles of land sur
rounding Sauceda, so don't come here 
if rain threatens.  

Return via the same trail to the junc
tion on the small saddle. Hike the side 
trail a short distance east to an over
look of the canyon from above (be care
ful near the edge). The side trail contin
ues past the overlook and drops down 
into one of the dry washes that feeds 
into the canyon. Follow the wash back 
upstream to your vehicle.  

UPPER BURRO 
MESA TRAIL 

0 0 Many Big Bend National 
X Park visitors have noticed the 

Upper Burro Mesa Trail parking area 
along Ross Maxwell Scenic Drive, but 
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few have stopped, and even fewer have 

hiked the trail. From the parking area, 

the trail doesn't look like much-just a 

dirt path dropping down into a nonde

script grassy valley. However, the 3.5
mile round trip hides a dramatic can

yon worthy of the effort.  

The trail follows -he valley west and 

drops into a small canyon requiring 

some mild scrambling here and there.  

The canyon joins a larger canyon in 

about .75 mile, and then joins an even 

larger drainage, Javelina Wash, in an

other quarter-mile. Be sure to note these 

canyon junctions. Floods wash out rock 

cairns and other trail markers, and you 

want to make sure you follow the right 

canyon upstream when you return.  

Soon after Javelina Wash, the canyon 

narrows and cliffs start to rise. A stone 

arch marks the north wall of the can

yon. Near the end, the canyon contains 

a pour-off that's easy to scramble down.  

You will now be in a very deep and 

narrow slot, with :he sky only a thin 

strip overhead. Within a few yards, the 

canyon suddenly ends at a huge pour-

off. Be careful, one slip and you're dead.  

To visit the pour-off from below, drive 

farther down the Ross Maxwell Scenic 

Drive to the Lower Burro Mesa spur 

road and hike up the easy half-mile trail 

to the base of the pour-off. Don't do ei

ther of these trails in the rain. Javelina 

Wash drains a large area of the Chisos 

Mountains foothills.  

SLICKROCK CANYON i The trailhead for Slickrock 

Canyon in the national park is 

even less prepossessing than that of the 

Upper Burro Mesa Trail. Drive about 

11.8 miles west of Panther Junction to a 

small parking area on the right just after 

crossing a bridge over Oak Creek. This 

hike is eight miles round trip, but the 

wv king is easy, following desert washes 

the entire way. There is no developed 

trail nor any signs, so a map, compass 

or GPS unit, and hiking experience are 

necessary. Walk to the bridge, scramble 

down into the big wash, and head down

stream. It trends northwest through 

boring desert flats, but don't give up.

To order a print of the photograph on this page, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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After awhile you'll notice a can
yon cut into Slickrock Mountain to 
the north. That's your destination.  
Rather than cutting across the brushy 
flats, continue northwest in the wash 
even though it will start to seem like 
you're passing the canyon. When a de
cent-sized wash comes in from the right 
after about 2.5 miles, take it. It will lead 
you right into the canyon in 1.5 miles.  

Once you enter the deep, sheer
walled chasm, the four-mile walk will 
have been worthwhile. Kick back in the 
shade, photograph the seasonal pools of 
water, and relax in a place few Big Bend 
visitors ever see.  

LOWER SHUTUP 
You have to love the 

h 1JA name of this place. Lower 
Shutup is a major canyon that drains 
much of the Solitario, the huge eroded 
dome in Big Bend Ranch State Park.

This hike requires a high-clearance 
4WD vehicle, good hiking skills, a high 
fitness level, and a map and compass.  
For trailhead directions, you'll need 
the park map; the route is complicated.  

From the Lower Shutup Trailhead, 
follow the wash south. There are no 
trail markers, so pay attention. You 
don't want to get lost on your return.  
For the entire hike, you just follow the 
wash downstream. It starts in a fairly 
broad valley that narrows into a thou
sand-foot-deep canyon as it carves 
its way through the southern wall 
of the Solitario. The colorful cliffs 
get higher and more sheer with every 
advancing step. You will have to scram
ble down several easy pour-offs and 
climb left around an impassable one.  
Look for mountain-lion tracks. I saw 
fresh ones and heard a kitten crying 
high above me on my first hike here.  

Eventually the cliffs fall away as

SOLACE AND 
SOLITUDE 
At Big Bend 
Ranch State Park.  
cottonwoods line 
Rancherias Spring 
along the remote 
Rancherias Loop 
Trail (below), and 
hiker Heather 
Dobbins (right) 
finds balance at 
Lower Shutup 
Canyon.

w BIG BEND'S 
y HIDDEN 
g CANYONS 
Z For trail maps and 

M more information on 
Big Bend National 

Park, call the Panther 

H Junction Park Head

quarters/Visitor 

Information at 

432/477-2251; 

www.nps.gov/bibe.  

For Big Bend 

Ranch State Park, 
contact the Sauceda 

Headquarters at 

432/358-4444; 

www.tpwd.state.  

tx.us/state-parks/ 

big-bend-ranch.  

Learn more about g-i"

the region at www.  

visitbigbend.com.  
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you get through the Solitario wall.  
By about four miles, you're through 

the canyon. Although the climb is 

gradual, it's uphill all the way back to 

your vehicle.  

UPPER RANCHERiAS 
CANYON 

Nottobe confusedwiththe 

- - Rancherias Canyon Trail, 

this is a small section of the Rancherias 

Loop Trail (six to eight miles round 

trip), and the reward is a lush desert 

oasis. Like Lower Shutup, it requires a 

high-clearance 4WD vehicle, good hik
ing skills, a high fitness level, and a map

and GPS unit or compass. This is a re
mote area; be careful. For trailhead di
rections, you'll need the state park map; 
the canyon can be reached from either 
the Guale Mesa Trailhead or Rancherfas 
Road in the center of the park.  

Follow the Rancherfas Loop Trail 
from either trailhead. The creek starts 
to flow in a grove of cottonwoods at 
Rancherias Spring just downstream 
from where the loop trail crosses the 
canyon. If you're adventurous, fol
low the canyon downstream from the 
spring. You'll have to scramble down 
ledges and over boulders at times. More 
springs add to the flow as the canyon

narrows. Pools, small cascades, and 
scattered cottonwoods make the hike 
idyllic in contrast to the harsh desert 
surroundings. About two miles down 
the canyon you'll reach the top of sea
sonal Rancherias Falls, a good place to 
turn around. This canyon is delicate.  
Try to walk on rock and bare dirt rather 
than trampling the vegetation. * 

Laurence Parent looksforward to other 
remote hikes to spectacular places in the 
Big Bend region. The new color edition 
of his FalconGuide. Hiking Big Bend 
National Park. is scheduledfor release 
in February.  
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EVENTS
WANT MORE? GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT www.texashighways.com.

X 

February's 

A

travel spotlights: 7/

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS > Edinburg 

Civil War Trail 
Far from the battlefields of the Southeast, a little-known but in
fluential chapter of the Civil War unfolded on the Texas-Mexico 
border as Rebels and Yankees fought for control of valuable 
cotton-trading routes. On February 28, developers of the new 
Rio Grande Valley Civil War Trail will celebrate the launch of the 
trail with a history symposium at UT-Pan American in Edinburg 
(free and open to the public). The trail offers a bilingual website, 
brochure, and podcasts that trace some 60 historic sites, such as 
the Port Isabel Lighthouse (left) and Palmito Ranch-site of the 
final Civil War land battle, which recognizes its sesquicentennial 
in May. www.utpa.edu/civilwar-trail.

HILL COUNTRY > San Marcos 

Jazz Pioneer 
Texas State University will honor the legacy of San Marcos-born jazz pioneer Eddie Durham 
February 6 with the Eddie Durham Jazz Celebration. Born in 1906, Durham started his 
career in San Marcos with the Durham Brothers Orchestra. By the 1930s, he was writing, 
arranging, and performing big-band jazz for the likes of The Count Basie Orchestra and 
Glenn Miller. The free 7:30 p.m. event features a big-band concert and a talk by jazz his
torian Dan Morgenstern. On February 7, Texas State hosts the Hill Country Jazz Festival, 
culminating with a show by the Texas State Jazz Ensemble. www.txstate.edu/jazzstudies.  

PANHANDLE PLAINS > Amarillo 

Ceremonial Dance 
For the 50th consecutive year, the Kwahadi Dancers of Am 
Night Ceremonials on weekends in late January and Febru 
agers, the Kwahadi Youth Dance Theater interprets the tra 
farming people of the Southwest for the performance, titled 
The performances, held at Amarillo's Kwahadi Museum of th 
adults and $5 students. Call 806/335-3175; www.kwahadi.co

arillo will present thei 
ary. Made up mostly 
iditional dances of th 
"Tyuonyi: A Journey i 
e American Indian, co 
n.

PRAIRIES AND LAKES > Fort Worth 

Audubon's Beasts 
The naturalist John James Audubon (1785-1851) is best known for his effort to illus
trate and catalog the breadth of America's bird species. Later in life, he embarked on 
a similar project for mammals with his book Viviparous Quadrupeds of North America, 
featuring hand-colored prints of creatures like bison, raccoons, and wolves. In Fort 
Worth, the Amon Carter Museum of American Art displays some of these prints in 
Audubon's Beasts, which runs January 15-August 2. www.cartermuseum.org.  

PHOTOS: (from top) J. Griffis Smith; Courtesy Texas State University School of Music; Courtesy Amarillo Conven 
Visitor Council; John James Audubon, printed by John T. Bowen, Amon Carter Museum of American Art.  
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BIG BEND 
COUNTRY 
ALPINE: Texas Cowboy 
Poetry Gathering February 
27-28. Sul Ross State 
University. www.texas 
cowboypoetry.com 
800/561-3712
EL PASO: El Paso Marathon 
February 22. www.elpaso 
marathon.org 

ODESSA: Midessa Boat, 
RV, Sport, and Gun Show 
February 6-8. Ector County 
Coliseum Complex. www.  
midessaboatshow.net 
432/381-3324 

TERLINGUA: Chihuahuan 

Desert Bike Fest February 12
14. Big Bend National Park, Lajitas Trail System, and 
Big Bend Ranch State Park.  
www.desertsportstx.com/ 
mountain-bike-event 
888/989-6900 

r Winter GULF COAST 
of teen- BEAUMONT: Taste of 
e desert the Triangle February 17.  
n Time." Beaumont Civic Center.  

st $9 for 409/838-3435 
BEAUMONT: Boomtown 
Film and Music Festival 
February 20-21.  
www.boomtownfestival.com 
409/422-9030 
BROWNSVILLE: 
Celebrating Space Exhibition 
November 8-March 6.  

Brownsville Museum of Fine Art. wwwbrownsvillemfa.org 
956/542-0941 
BROWNSVILLE: Living 
History Program February 7.  
Palo Alto Battlefield 
National Historical Park.  

tion & www.nps.gov/paal/index.htm 
956/541-2785 ext. 324

BROWNSVILLE: Charro 
Days Fiesta February 22
March 1. Various locations.  
www.charrodaysfiesta.com 
956/542-4245 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Winter 
Lecture Series January 14
February 25. South Texas 
Botanical Gardens and 
Nature Center. www.stxbot.  
org 361/852-2100 
CORPUS CHRISTI: 
Bayou City Chic: Progressive 
Streams of Modern Art in 
Houston, 1950-1980 
January 31-April 26. Art 
Museum of South Texas.  
www.artmuseumofsouth 
texas.org 361/825-3500 
CORPUS CHRISTI: 
Corpus Christi First 
Weekend February 6-8.  
www.corpuschristilst.com 
800/766-2322 
CRYSTAL BEACH: Mardi 
Gras Parade February 14.  
www.bolivarchamber.org 
409/684-5940 

GALVESTON: Mardi Gras 
Galveston February 6-17.  
Downtown. www.mardigras 
galveston.com 409/770-0999 
GALVESTON: ArtWalk 
February 28. Various loca
tions. www.galveston.com/ 
artwalk 800/821-1894 
HOUSTON: Shark! 
August 29-March 22.  
Houston Museum of Natural 
Science. www.hmns.org 

HOUSTON: Silver: An 
American Art August 30
February 15. Museum of Fine 
Arts, Houston. www.mfah.org



HOUSTON: Wings of the 
City September 5-February 8.  
Discovery Green. www.  
discoverygreen.com/wings 
ofthecity 713/400-7336 

HOUSTON: Comfort and 
the Eighteenth-Century 
Interior September 13
February 1. Rienzi (Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston).  
www.mfah.org/visit/rienzi 

HOUSTON: Monet and the 
Seine: Impressions of a River 
October 26-February 1.  
Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston. www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: Cheer America 
National Championships
Cheer Bowl and Freedom 
Dance Nationals January 30
February 1. NRG Park.  
www.nrgpark.com 

HOUSTON: Puccini's 
Madame Butterfly February 
6, 8. Wortham Theater 
Center. www.hgo.org 
713/228-6737 

HOUSTON: Texas 
Home and Garden Show 
February 6-8. NRG Park.  
www.nrgpark.com 

HOUSTON: Love You 
Forever And Beyond: 
The Children's Book Art Of 
Sheila McGraw February 7
March 5. Archway Gallery.  
www.archwaygallery.com 

HOUSTON: First Saturday 
Arts Market February 7.  
www.firstsaturdayartsmarket.  
com 713/802-1213 

HOUSTON: Corvette 
Chevy Expo February 14-15.  
NRG Park. www.nrgpark.com 

HOUSTON: Romeo and 
Juliet February 26-March 28.  
By the Houston Ballet.  
Brown Theater.  
www.houstonballet.org 

HOUSTON: Art Trek 3: 
Houston and the Art of the 
Bayou February 26-27.  
www.spicewoodarts.org 

HOUSTON: World's 
Championship Bar-B-Que 
Contest February 26-28.  
NRG Park. www.rodeo 
houston.com/Events/ 

HOUSTON: Experiments 
with Truth: Gandhi and 
Images of Nonviolence 
October 2-February 1.  
The Menil Collection. www.  
menil.org 713/525-9400 

LAKE JACKSON: Abner 
Jackson Plantation Site Tour 
February 7. www.lake 
jacksonmuseum.org 
979/297-1570 

LAKE JACKSON: Bird 
Banding February 21. Gulf 
Coast Bird Observatory.  
www.gcbo.org 979/480-0999 
LAMAR: LaMardi Gras 
February 13-14.  
www.lamarvfd.com 
361/729-6445

ORANGE: Reflecting the 
Times December 1-March 7.  
W.H. Stark House.  
www.whstarkhouse.org 
409/883-0871 

ORANGE: Mardi Gras 
Parade and Concert 
February 7. Downtown 
and at Riverfront Pavilion.  
www.orangetexas.org 
409/883-1011 

ORANGE: Rioult Dance 
NY February 14. Lutcher 
Theater for the Performing 
Arts. www.lutcher.org 
409/886-5535 
ORANGE: Jack Hanna's Into 
the Wild LIVE February 27.  
Lutcher Theater for the 
Performing Arts. www.  
lutcher.org 409/886-5535 

PALACIOS: Harmonie Club 
Valentine Parade and Ball 
February 14. Recreation Center.  
PORT ARANSAS: 
Whooping Crane Festival 
February 19-22. Various 
locations. www.whooping 
cranefestival.org 
361/749-5919 

PORT ARTHUR: Mardi 
Gras of Southeast Texas 
February 12-15. Downtown.  
www.mardigras.portarthur.  
com 409/721-8717 

ROBSTOWN: Celebrate 
Coastal Quilting February 6
7. Richard M. Borchard 
Conference Center. www.  
corpuschristiquilters.com 
361/387-9000 

ROSENBERG: Houston 
Glass Show and Sale, and 
Best Little Antique Show 
in Texas February 20-22.  
Fort Bend County Fair
grounds. 713/410-4780 
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: 
Market Days February 20
22. SPI Convention Centre.  
www.sopadre.com/events 
800/767-2373 
SURFSIDE BEACH: 
Surfside Beach Marathon 
February 21. Stahlman Park.  
www.surfsidemarathon.com 
979/285-2501 

VICTORIA: Victoria 
Livestock Show February 23
March 2. Victoria Com
munity Center. www.victoria 
livestockshow.com 
361/576-4300 

HILL COUNTRY 

AUSTIN: La linea continua 
September 20-February 15.  
The Blanton Museum of Art.  
www.blantonmuseum.org 
512/471-7324 

AUSTIN: Witness: Art and 
Civil Rights in the Sixties 
February 15-May 10. Blanton 
Museum of Art. www.blanton 
museum.org 512/471-7324 

AUSTIN: The Stone Soup 
Sessions musicians' circle
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DALLAS ARBORETUM 

Dallas Blooms 
February 24 -April 12 

2015 

Featuring 500,000 spring 
blooming bulbs and 

breathtaking color at every turn.  
Named as one 

of the 10 Best Attractions in 
Dallas by USA Today.  

DallasArboretum.org 
8525 Garland Road 
Dallas, Texas 75218 

Ar aUaglonitg W dU% WFAA 

The Dallas Arboretum is a non-prof it 
organization that is supported, in part, 

by finds from 
Dallas Parks & Recreation.
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February 15. Texas Music 
Museum. 512/750-8142 

AUSTIN: QuiltCon 
February 19-22. Austin 
Convention Center.  
www.quiltcon.com 
503/847-9418 

BANDERA: Cowboy 
Capital Opry February 3.  
Silver Sage Community 
Center. www.silversage 
corral.org 830/796-4969 

BANDERA: 11th Street 
Cowboy Mardi Gras 
February 4-7. www.11th 
streetcowboybar.com 
830/796-4849 

BANDERA: Frontier Times 
Museum Cowboy Camp 
February 8. www.frontier 
timesmuseum.org 
830/796-3864 

BOERNE: Boerne Market 
Days February 14-15.  
Main Plaza. www.boerne 
marketdays.com 
830/249-7277 

BOERNE: Chocolate Walk 
February 14. Downtown.  
www.ci.boerne.tx.us 
830/249-9511, option 5 

BOERNE: Second Saturday 
Art and Wine February 14.  
www.secondsaturdayart 
andwine.com 830/249-7277 

BOERNE: Hill Country 
Optimists Antique Show 
February 21-22. Kendall 
County Fairgrounds. www.  
texasantiqueshows.com 
830/995-3670 
BOERNE: New Shanghai 
Circus February 26.  
Champion High Auditorium.  
www.boerneperformingarts.  
com 830/331-9079 

CEDAR PARK: Daddy 
Daughter Dance February 6.  
Cedar Park Recreation 
Center. www.cedarpark 
texas.gov 512/401-5500 

FREDERICKSBURG: 
First Friday Art Walk 
February 6. www.ffawf.com 
830/456-0422 

FREDERICKSBURG: 
Wine Lovers' Trail 
February 6-22.  
www.texaswinetrail.com 
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Valentine's Dinner and 
Dance February 14. Messina 
Hof Hill Country Winery.  
www.messinahof.com 
830/990-4653 
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Trade Days February 20-22.  
Off US 290. www.fbgtrade 
days.com 830/990-4900 

GRUENE: Old Gruene 
Market Days February 14-15.  
Gruene Historic District.  
www.gruenemarketdays.com 
830/832-1721 

GRUENE: Come and Taste 
It February 19. Grapevine 
Texas Wine Bar.

www.grapevineingruene.  
com 830/606-0093 

JUNCTION: Disc Golf 
Tournament February 20
22. City of Junction Park.  
www.junctiontexas.com 
325/446-5356 

LLANO: Scott and White 
Not So Fun Run February 7.  
Badu Park. 325/247-7865 
LUCKENBACH: 
Luckenbach Hug-In and 
Valentine Ball February 13
15. www.luckenbachtexas.  
com 830/997-3224 

NEW BRAUNFELS: Taste 
of the Town February 3.  
New Braunfels Civic and 
Convention Center.  
www.nbtasteofthetown.com 
830/643-5700 

NEWBRAUNFELS: 
Hill Country Doll Show 
and Sale February 14. New 
Braunfels Civic Center.  
www.dolldr.com 
830/606-5868 

NEW BRAUNFELS: The 
Sophienburg Museum and 
Archives Prost! BrauFest 
and 5K February 28.  
www.innewbraunfels.com 
830/629-1572 
SAN MARCOS: 
Homegrown: Austin Music 
Posters, 1967 to 1982 
January 12-July 3. The 
Wittliff Collections, Alkek 
Library. www.thewittliff 
collections.txstate.edu 
512/245-2313 

SAN MARCOS: The Face 
of Texas January 12-May 5.  
The Wittliff Collections, 
Alkek Library. www.the 
wittliffcollections.txstate.edu 
512/245-2313 

SAN MARCOS:Armadil/o 
Rising: Austin's Music 
Scene in the 1970s 
February 9-July 3.  
The Wittliff Collections, 
Alkek Library. www.the 
wittliffcollections.txstate.edu 
512/245-2313 

UVALDE: Four Square 
Friday February 13.  
Historic downtown.  
www.visituvalde.com 
830/278-4115 

PANHANDLE 
PLAINS 

ABILENE: West Texas 
Sports and Fitness Expo 
February 7. Abilene Civic 
Center. 325/692-2972 

ABILENE: Rescue the 
Animals Annual Fur Ball 
February 21. Abilene Civic 
Center. 325/672-7722, 

ABILENE: ArtWalk 
February 12. Downtown.  
325/677-8389 

ALBANY: Cel/ Series: 
Natasha Bowdoin February 7
May 23. The Old Jail Art

Center. www.theoldjailart 
center.org 325/762-2269 

ALBANY: The Spiritual 
Image February 7-May 23.  
The Old Jail Art Center.  
www.theoldjailartcenter.org 
325/762-2269 

AMARILLO: The Wesley 
and Missy Cochran Collec
tion January 25-March 29.  
Amarillo Museum of Art.  
www.amarilloart.org 
806/371-5050 

ANSON: Third Saturday 
Musical February 21.  
Anson Opera House.  
325/721-9607 
BUFFALO GAP: 
Chautauqua Learning 
Series February 14. Buffalo 
Gap Historic Village.  
325/572-3365 

BUFFALO GAP: Craft 
Sunday February 15. Buffalo 
Gap Historic Village.  
325/572-3365 

CACTUS: Cactus Market 
Days February 21. Across 
from the historic Cactus 
Hotel. 325/949-6200 

CANYON: Anna Keener: 
Southwestern Regionalist 
September 13-February 15.  
Panhandle-Plains 
Historical Museum.  
www.panhandleplains.org 

CANYON: Gems of the 
Plains March 1 -February 7.  
Panhandle-Plains Historical 
Museum. panhandleplains.org 

CANYON: Girls of the 
Golden West March 1
February 7. Panhandle
Plains Historical Museum.  
www.panhandleplains.org 
806/651-2235 
EASTLAND: Our Lives, Our 
Stories: America's Greatest 
Generation January 28
March16. Eastland County 
Museum. www.maaa.org 

POST: Post Trade Day 
February 7. Main Street.  
806/495-3461 

SAN ANGELO: San Angelo 
Stock Show and Rodeo 
February 13-March 1.  
San Angelo Coliseum.  
www.sanangelorodeo.com 
325/653-7785 
SAN ANGELO: Family Day: 
Vietnamese New Year 
February 14. San Angelo 
Museum of Fine Arts.  
www.samfa.org 
325/653-3333 
SAN ANGELO: Downtown 
Art Walk February 19. www.  
samfa.org 325/653-3333 
SAN ANGELO: Buffalo 
Soldier Heritage Day 
February 22. Fort Concho 
National Historic Landmark.  
www.fortconcho.com 
325/481-2646 
SWEET WATER: Riding for 
Cash Bull Bash February 14.

Nolan County Coliseum.  
www.nolancc.com 
325/235-3484 
SWEET WATER: Ultimate 
Calf Roping Event 
February 21-22. Nolan 
County Coliseum.  
www.nolancc.com 
325/235-3484 

PINEY WOODS 

GILMER: Upshur County 
Goes Hog Wild Hunting 
Tournament February 20
22. Mike Spencer's Tractor 
Dealership. www.hogwildtx.  
org 903/843-2413 
GLADE WATER: 
Valentine's Dinner and 
Dance February 12.  
Gladewater Former Students 
Building. 903/845-5501 

JEFFERSON: Mardi Gras 
Upriver Celebration 
February 6-8. Downtown.  
www.mardigrasupriver.com 
903/665-2672 
LIBERTY: Liberty Opry 
February 7,14, 21, 28.  
www.libertyopry.com 
936/336-5830 
LONGVIEW: Death by 
Chocolate February 14.  
Maude Cobb Convention 
and Activity Complex. www.  
keeplongviewbeautiful.org 

MAGNOLIA: Mardi Gras on 
the Stroll and Cajun Cook-Off 
February 14. The Stroll.  
www.cityofmagnolia.com 
281/356-2266 ext. 3 

NACOGDOCHES: 
Wine Swirl February 21.  
Downtown. www.downtown 
nacogdoches.com 
936/559-2573 
PALESTINE: A Taste of 
New Orleans: Mardi Gras 
Celebration February 7.  
Old Town and Historic Main 
Street. www.visitpalestine.  
com 903/723-3014 
TEXARKANA: Run the 
Line Half Marathon 
February 15. Downtown.  
www.txkruntheline.org 
903/792-7186 
TYLER: Nicholas Sparks 
Lecture February 5. UT 
Tyler Cowan Center.  
www.cowancenter.org 
903/566-7424 

PRAIRIES 
AND LAKES 

ARLINGTON: Professional 
Bull Riders: Iron Cowboys VI 
February 28. AT&T Stadium.  
www.monsterjam.com 
817/892-4000 
ATHENS: Bird and Nature 
Walk February 14. Texas 
Freshwater Fisheries Center.  
www.athenstx.org 
903/676-2277 

[continued on page 69))
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(Reader service numbers are in bold.) 

1. Abilene Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 69 
2. City of Alpine, pg. 2 
3. Amarillo Convention & Visitor Council, pg. 18 
4. Beaumont Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 37 
5. Boerne Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 37 
6. Brownsville Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 39 
7. Bryan-College Station Convention & Visitors 

Bureau, pg. 20 
8. Bullock Texas State History Museum, pg. 34 
9. Conroe Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 31 

10. Cuero Chamber of Commerce and 
Agriculture, pg. 21 

11. Dallas Arboretum, pg. 65 
12. Denison Chamber of Commerce, pg. 70 
13. Fort Davis Chamber of Commerce, pg. 2 
14. Fort Stockton Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg. 2 
15. Fredericksburg Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg.17 

16. Galveston Island Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, pg. 6 

17. Galveston Island Featherfest, pg. 9 
18. Glen Rose Convention & Visitors Bureau, 

pg.70 
19. The Grand 1894 Opera House, pg. 8 
20. City of Hidalgo, pg. 69 
21. Historic Downtown Galveston, pg. 8 
22. Hotel Galvez & Spa/Tremont House, pg. 7 
23. Irving Arts Center, pg. 24 
24. Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 31 
25. Laredo Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 65 
26. Lone Star Flight Museum, pg. 9 
27. Longview Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 24 
28. Lufkin Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 39 
29. Marathon, pg. 30 
30. City of Marfa, pg. 2 
31. Matagorda County Convention & Visitors 

Bureau, pg. 29 
32. Midland Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 2 
33. Moody Gardens, pg. 6 
34. National Museum of the Pacific War, pg. 32 
35. Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig & Museum, 

pg. 9 
36. Odessa Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 2 
37. Pecos Tourism, pg. 2 and pg. 26 
38. San Luis Resort, Spa & Conference Center, pg. 8 
39. Sand 'N Sea Properties, pg. 9 
40. Seguin Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 70 
41. Sonora Chamber of Commerce, pg. 74 
42. Tyler Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 74 
43. Visit Big Bend, pg. 23
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NEW Birding and Photo Events!

I

Feather Fest
Galveston Birding & Nature Photo Festival 

April 9-12, 2015

Spring Migration & 200+ Species of Birds 
Trips to Beach, Bay, Bolivar Flats, High Island & More 

Area Charm, History and Hospitality 

REGISTER ONLINE!

SPRING BREAK 
& SUMMER VACATIONS 
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u continued from page 66] 

BASTROP: Citywide 
Garage Sale February 21-22.  
Bastrop Convention Center.  
www.cwgs.com 512/441-2828 

BELLVILLE: Market Day 
on the Square February 7.  
Downtown. www.bellville.  
com 979/865-3407 

BOWIE: Second Monday 
Trade Days February 13-15.  
www.cityofbowietx.com 
940/872-4861 

BRYAN: Valentine's Day 
Dinner and Dance 
February 14. Messina Hof 
Winery and Resort.  
www.messinahof.com 
979/778-9463 ext. 234 

CALDWELL: Boars of Texas 
Hog Hunting Competition 
February 1. Burleson 
County Fairgrounds.  
www.BoarsofTexas.com 
979/255-0489 

CANTON: First Monday 
Trade Days January 
29-February 1. www.visit 
cantontx.com 903/567-1849 

COMANCHE: Austin Street 
Opry February 28. Austin 
Street Opry. www.austin 
streetopry.com 

DALLAS: Bouquets: French 
Still-Life Painting from Chardin 
to Matisse October 26
February 8. Dallas Museum 
of Art. www.dma.org 

DALLAS: First Saturdays at 
the Nasher Sculpture Center 
February 7. www.nasher 
sculpturecenter.org 

DALLAS: Shiraga/ 
Motonaga: Between Action 
and the Unknown February 8
July 19. Dallas Museum of 
Art. www.dma.org 

DALLAS: The International 
Exhibition of Sherlock 
Holmes February 15
May 10. Perot Museum 
of Nature and Science.  
www.perotmuseum.org 
214/428-5555 

DALLAS: Concentrations 
58: Chosil Ki February 22
July 19. Dallas Museum of 
Art. www.dma.org 

DALLAS: Dallas Blooms 
February 28-April12. Dallas 
Arboretum. www.dallas 
arboretum.org 

DECATUR: Wise County 
Antique Auto Swap Meet 
February 20-22. Wise County 
Fairgrounds. www.wcaac.  
com 940/393-0340 

DENTON: Materials: Hard 
and Soft February 6-April 2.  
Patterson-Appleton Center 
for the Visual Arts.  
www.dentonarts.com 
940/382-2787 

DENTON: Thin Line Film 
Fest February 18-22.  
The Campus Theatre

and Fine Arts Theater.  
www.thinlinefilmfest.com 
888/893-4560 

ENNIS: Ennis Czech Music 
Festival February 7. Sokol 
Activity Center. www.ennis 
czechmusicfestival.com 
972/878-4748 
FARMERSVILLE: Farmers 
and Fleas Market February 7.  
Historic Onion Shed.  
www.farmersvilletx.com 
972/784-6846 

FORT WORTH: Fort Worth 
Stock Show and Rodeo 
January 16-February 7.  
Will Rogers Memorial 
Center. www.fwssr.com 
817/392-7469 

FORT WORTH: Focus: 
RongRong&inri January 31
April 5. Modern Art 
Museum of Fort Worth.  
www.themodern.org 
817/738-9215 

FORT WORTH: Cowtown 
Marathon February 27
March 1. Will Rogers 
Memorial Center.  
www.cowtownmarathon.org 
817/207-0224 

GAINESVILLE: North 
Texas Farm Toy Show 
February 28. Gainesville 
Civic Center. 940/759-2876 
GLEN ROSE: Sweetheart 
Safari Dinner and Tour 
February 14. Fossil Rim 
Wildlife Center. www.fossil 
rim.org 254/897-2961 

GRANBURY.Texas 
Independence Day 
Celebration February 28
March 2. Granbury Historic 
Square. 817/578-0234 

GRAPEVINE: Nash 
Farm Workshop: Bread 
Making February 14.  
www.nashfarm.org 
817/410-3185 

LAGRANGE: Best Little 
Quilt Show in Texas 
February 27-28. Fayette 
County Fairgrounds.  
www.cvquiltguild.com 

LOCKHART: Taste of 
Chocolate February 7.  
First Christian Church.  
www.facebook.com/ 
fcclockhart 
512/398-3284 
MCKINNEY: Dinosaurs 
Live! Life-Size Animatronic 
Dinosaurs Exhibit September 
16-February 15. Heard 
Natural Science Museum 
& Wildlife Sanctuary.  
www.heardmuseum.org 
972/562-5566 

MCKINNEY- Old Red 
Lumberyard and 
TreasureSpotters 
February 13-14. Flour Mill 
District. www.visitmckinney.  
com 214/544-1407 

MCKINNEY: Second 
Saturday Bird Walk 
February 14. Heard Natural
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Science Museum & 
Wildlife Sanctuary.  
www.heardmuseum.org 
972/562-5566 

MCKINNEY: The Peking 
Acrobats February 28.  
www.McKinneyPerforming 
ArtsCenter.org 
214/544-4630 

MCKINNEY: Third 
Monday Trade Days 
February 13-15. www.tmtd.  
com 972/562-5466 

MCKINNEY: Second 
Saturday on the Downtown 
Square February 14.  
www.downtownmckinney.  
com 972/547-2660 

MESQUITE: Opal 
Lawrence Historical Park 
Tour February 28.  
www.historicmesquite.org 
972/216-6468 

NAVASOTA: Texas 
Birthday Bash February 27
28. Downtown.  
www.texasbirthdaybash.com 
936/825.6475 

PLANO: Neil Sperry's 
Home Landscape School 
February 14. Plano Centre.  
www.neilsperry.com 
972/941-5840 

ROUND TOP: Seeing 
Double: Paired Versions 
of Popular Quilt Patterns 
February 16-28.

www.winedale.org 
281/788-3278 

SALADO: Central Texas 
Poetry and Prose Readings 
February 5. Tablerock 
Amphitheater. www.  
tablerock.org 254/947-9205 

SHERMAN: Red River 
Mardi Gras and Jazz Festival 
February 6-8. Downtown.  
www.redrivermardigras.com 

SHERMAN: Second 
Saturday at Hagerman 
National Wildlife Refuge 
February 14. www.friends 
ofhagerman.com/Activities 
903/786-2826 

WACO: Magic School Bus 
Kicks Up a Storm January 17
April12. Mayborn Museum 
Complex. www.mayborn 
museum.com 254/710-1110 

WASHINGTON: Weather 
Wisdom: Forecasting in the 
Texas Republic Through 
February 15. Star of the 
Republic Museum at 
Washington-on-the-Brazos 
State Historic Site.  
www.starmuseum.org 
WAXAHACHIE: 
Gingerbread House Chili 
Cook-Off February 20-22.  
Ellis County Expo Center.  
www.elliscountycac.org 
972/937-1870 

WEATHERFORD: First 
Monday Trade Days

February 27-March 1.  
www.weatherfordtx.gov 
817/598-4351 

SOUTH TEXAS 
PLAINS 

EDINBURG: All-America 
City 10K Run/Walk 
February 7. UTPA Wellness 
and Recreational Sports 
Complex. www.cityof 
edinburg.com 956/381-5631 

EDINBURG: Fiesta 
Edinburg February 26
March 1. Edinburg Municipal 
Park. www.edinburg.com 
956/383-4974 

LAREDO: Washington's 
Birthday Celebration 
January 22-February 22.  
www.wbcalaredo.org 
956/722-0589 

LAREDO: Laredo Birding 
Festival February 4-7.  
La Posada Hotel.  
www.laredobirdingfestival.  
com 956/718-1063 
MCALLEN: Danville 
Chadbourne Recent 
Works Exhibit December 18
April12. The International 
Museum of Art and Science.  
www.imasonline.org 
956/682-0123 
MERCEDES: Rio Grande 
Valley Music Festival 
February 10-15. Rio Grande

Valley Livestock Show
grounds. www.rgvmf.com 
956/373-0130 
SAN ANTONIO: Parallax 
October 8-March 7.  
SPACE Gallery. www.Iinda 
pacefoundation.org 
210/227-8400 
SAN ANTONIO: Firearms 
of the Texas Frontier: 
Flintlock to Cartridge 
October 15-April15. The 
Alamo. www.thealamo.org 
210/225-1391 
SAN ANTONIO: Fait 
Accompli December 17
May 10. McNay Art 
Museum. www.mcnayart.org 
210/824-5368 

SAN ANTONIO: Regarding 
Ruscha January 21-May 17.  
McNay Art Museum.  
www.mcnayart.org 
210/824-5368 

SAN ANTONIO: San 
Antonio Stock Show and 
Rodeo February 12-March 1.  
Freeman Coliseum/AT&T 
Center. www.sarodeo.com 
210/225-0612 
SAN ANTONIO: Mardi 
Gras Arts-and-Crafts Show 
February 13-15. River Walk 
Extension. www.thesan 
antonioriverwalk.com 
210/227-4262 

SAN ANTONIO: Mardi 
Gras River Parade and

Festival February 14.  
Arneson River Theatre and 
River Walk. www.thesan 
antonioriverwalk.com 
210/227-4262 

SAN ANTONIO: Asian 
Festival February 21.  
Institute of Texan Cultures.  
www.texancultures.com 
210/458-2224 

SAN ANTONIO: 
Beginning of the Alamo 
Siege Re-enactment 
February 28. Alamo Plaza.

www.sanantonioliving 
history.org 

SAN ANTONIO: TTHA's 
Bucks and Barbecue Cook
Off February 28. National 
Shooting Complex.  
www.ttha.com/bbq 
210/523-8500 
WESLACO: Alfresco 
Weslaco Music and Art on 
the Street February 19.  
South Texas Blvd.  
www.facebook.com/ 
AlfrescoWeslaco 
956/969-0838

WANT MORE? 
GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT 
www.texashighways.com.  
FOR A FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways 
Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714
9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or 
Canada, between 8-6 Central.  

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/452
9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center, where a 
professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide, Texas Official Travel 
Map, and quarterly Texas Highways Events Calendar).  

TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION: www.texas 
highways.com and go to Events, Event Submission form; 
email: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways Events 
Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Listing deadlines: 
Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1; Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; 
Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1; Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1.

GOLFING 
IN GLEN ROSE 

Located in Glen Rose, Texas just 60 miles Southwest 
of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, Squaw Valley 
offers a superb golf experience away from the fast 
pace of city life. Home to 36 holes of championship 
golf, Squaw Valley is consistenly ranked as one of 
the top courses in the state, including a four and a 
half star rating from Golf Digest Magazine, and home 
to the #1 and #4 municipal courses in Texas by the 
Dallas Morning News.  

800.831.8259 SQUAWVALLEYGC.COM

GLE 
CONVENTION

N ROSE 
& V'1i RS( BRLA i

Seguin, one of the oldest towns in Texas, 
was founded by Texas Rangers in 1838. It 
boasts one of the best-preserved "limecrete" 
structures in America, Sebastopol House 
Historic Site, a restored Greek Revival 
mansion turned museum. Learn about early 
settlers, how skilled slaves constructed the 
home, how it was inventively "cooled" in 

the hot Texas 
summers, and see 
the mysterious 
dungeon. Free 
tours Thu-Sun 
from 9am-4pm.  

SEGUIN 
THERE'S A STORY HERE.  

SEBASTOPOL HOUSE HISTOIuc SITE 
704 ZORN ST. SEGUIN, Tx 830-379-4833 

VISITSEGUIN.COM
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"They were 
peacekeepers 

in the American 
West. They 
built camps, 

forts, and rail
roads, delivered 

the mail, and 
protected set
tlers. Without 

the Buffalo 
Soldiers, the 

westward move
ment would have 

been delayed 
by 50 years."

HE LONE STAR STATE HAS LONG CELEBRATED ITS WILD 
West history-the gritty pioneers, the proud Native Ameri
cans, and the hardened lawmen who fought to establish fron
tier law and order. Perhaps the most iconic symbol of justice 
in the wilderness, especially as mythologized by Hollywood, 
is the U.S. Cavalry charging forward on horseback to save the 
day. Commemorating the history and heritage of the African 
Americans among the Cavalry is the primary mission of the 

Buffalo Soldiers National Museum in Houston.  
As Capt. Paul J. Matthews, an Army veteran who founded the museum, explains, 

"If you were traveling from San Antonio to El Paso in the late 1860s through the 
1870s, and you were pinned down by outlaws or warring Native Americans-who 
would most likely come to your rescue? Somebody from the 9th or 10th Cavalry, 
that's who. Those were the Buffalo Soldiers, the men in blue that patrolled the rough
est terrain in Texas." 

While the indigo color of those U.S. Cavalry uniforms is common knowledge to 
many folks, the African-American heritage of entire units of soldiers who wore them 
might not be. Likewise, although people worldwide have grooved to Bob Marley's 
famous reggae song "Buffalo Soldier," few may understand how the lyrics pertain

BUFFALO SOLDIERS 
NATIONAL MUSEUM 
is at 3816 Caroline 

St. in Houston.  

Closed Sundays.  
Call 713/942-8920; 
www.buffalosoldier 
museum.com.

a- - H~I

Ar



to Texas history. The Buffalo Soldiers 

National Museum seeks to correct those 

oversights and foster deeper apprecia

tion of the role of African Americans in 

our nation's military service.  

Following the Union victory in the 

Civil War, the U.S. Congress created 

several new Army units-including 

the 9th and 10th Cavalry and later the 

24th and 25th Infantry-consisting 

solely of African-American men, some 

of whom were emancipated slaves.  

Given the lingering racial tensions in 

the former Confederacy, the Army as

signed those troops to sparsely popu

lated frontier regions well beyond the 

Mississippi River, including the west

ern half of Texas.  

"They were peacekeepers in the 

American West," Matthews explains.  

"They built camps, forts, and railroads; 

they delivered the mail, ran telegraph 

wire, charted the land, chased down 

outlaws, and protected settlers. With

out the Buffalo Soldiers, the westward 

movement would have been delayed 

by 50 years." 

According to lore, the distinctive 

nickname for these servicemen origi

nated among Native American war

riors as a term of respect for their fierce 

fighting skills and rugged endurance.  

However, some sources also point to 

the texture of their hair or the shaggy 

buffalo-hide coats they wore in winter 

as possible inspirations for the mon

iker. Whatever the case, those first 

peacetime all-black regiments became 

known as the Buffalo Soldiers, an hon

orific phrase subsequently adopted by 

other African Americans serving in the 

U.S. military.  

Consequently, the history encom

passed by the Buffalo Soldiers National 

Museum is broader than one might 

initially surmise. "We focus on the 

original Buffalo Soldiers, but in actu

ality we give a perspective on the Af

rican-American military experience 

from 1770 until 2000, that is, from the 

Revolutionary War all the way to the 

Persian Gulf War. Or, to put it another 

way, from Crispus Attucks to Colin

0 

1' ft_-

Powell," says Matthews. who earned 

:he Bronze Star and other medals while 

serving in Vietnam.  

The museum features a wide range 

of permanent exhibits, including those 

:overing themes beyond Buffalo Sol

diers: the major U.S. wars, women in 

the military, chaplains of the West, the 

origins of Juneteenth, anc the evolution 

of battlefield communic a-ion devices 

dating back to the days cf the African 

drum. There are also commemorations 

of remarkable individuals. such as for

mer slave Milton M. Holland, the first 

African-American Texan to receive the 

Congressional Medal of Honor, awarded 

in 1865 for his bravery in leading Union 
troops -o victory in a Civil War battle in 

Virginia. Another display honors Afri

can-American NASA astronauts, Mat

thews explains, "because t Ley are on the 

vanguard cf civilization, just like Buf

falo Soldiers in 1866.'

INSIDE THE ARMORY 
Opposite page: Sa11uel 

Johnson., Jackie Quinn.  

Lurine Parker, and Wendell 
Robbins Jr. of the Greater 
Houston Chapter of the 9th 
and 10th Horse Cavalry 
Association. Above: A saddle 
display. Left: An 1880s 
uniform from the Houston 
Light Guard Drill Team.  

The exhibits comprise explanatory 

text and historical artifacts such as uni

forms, medals, flags, weaponry, docu

ments, photographs, commemorative 

works of art, tools, and survival gear.  

There is also a 14-minute documentary 

film highlighting African-American 
military service that shows in the li

brary room, a repository of more than 

1,500 books on military history and the 

place where tours typically begin.  

One of the more popular attractions 

is the weapons display, highlighted 

by a special collection of rifles-from 

a Revolutionary-era musket to a post

World War II AK47-as well as vari

ous handguns, bullets, and shrapnel.  

There's also a display of swords, sabers, 

and ceremonial blades. Another feature 

is called the "Technology Wall," an as

semblage of military and household im

plements or mechanical devices from 

the late-19th and early-20th centuries.
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Check out the old-style chopping hoe 
that, legend has it, African-American 
field workers used to cook corn biscuits 
known as "hoe cakes." 

"There's a story behind each docu
ment, each artifact, each photograph, or 
other type of memorabilia," Matthews 
says, noting that the museum has a 
staff of docents and interns available 
to narrate tours and provide hands-on

demonstrations. "We've found that vis
itors often appreciate this legacy more 

deeply when they not only see the dis

plays but hear the true stories that 

provide context." 

The military history preserved by the 

Buffalo Soldiers National Museum ex

tends to the brick-and-limestone build

ing it now calls home, the old Houston 

Light Guard Armory. Founded in 1873

by former Confederate officers, the 
Houston Light Guard originally func
tioned as both a uniformed local mili
tia and a socially elite men's club, re
nowned in part for its prize-winning 
drill teams. In 1925, the group commis
sioned the prominent architect Alfred 
C. Finn to design and build the edifice 
as its new headquarters.  

Located near upscale apartments 
and the Main Street light rail line in 
Houston's rapidly changing Midtown 
district, Finn's three-story structure is 
adorned with carved-stone sculptural 
embellishments, some depicting sol
diers shouldering weapons and other 
militaristic insignia. As Rice Univer
sity architectural historian Stephen 
Fox puts it, "The armory's scale, sub
stantial materials, distinctive architec
ture, and martial ornament make it an 
exceptional building, not only in Hous
ton but in Texas." 

Following a major fundraising cam
paign to purchase and renovate the 
armory building, the Buffalo Sol
diers National Museum opened in late 
2012, vacating the generic office build
ing where it began operations in 2001.  
The renovated armory provides 23,000 
square feet of interior floor space on 
three levels-ample not only for ex
panded exhibitions and a large gift 
shop, but also for classrooms support
ing a variety of educational programs.  
Angela Holder, a museum board mem
ber and a history professor at neighbor
ing Houston Community College, notes 
that the place continues to evolve "not 
only as a historical repository but as a 
teaching facility as well." 

Indeed, a tour of the Buffalo Soldiers 
National Museum is ultimately a learn
ing experience for most visitors. "This 
is not a 'black' museum but an Amer
ican history institution," Matthews as
serts as he points to a 10th Cavalry flag 
that an African-American NASA as
tronaut once carried aboard the Space 
Shuttle. "It's about all of us-and espe
cially us here in the western U.S.," he 
adds. "Texas is Texas, in part, because 
of the Buffalo Soldiers." *

74 texashighways.com I FEBRUARY 2015

A W



Daytripper 
WI-H CHET GARNER 

the best German potato salad I've ever had.

CHET GAR 
is the host 
The Daytr 

travel sho 

PBS; wtvW 
daytrippe

Ready for a lesson in topaz, 
I wandered up the road to Mason Country 
Collectibles, an antique shop and the town's 

most respected broker of Mason 

NER County topaz. Owner Warren 

of Grote showed me gem after 

ipper" gem, including some in the 

V 011 "Lone Star Cut," designated the 

i.he "Official State Cut of the Texas 

V plal Gem." While there were plenty
to buy, Warren made it clear

Mason's Many Gems 
Texas is chock-full of mockingbirds (our state bird), pecan pies (our state 
pie), and armadillos (our state small mammal), but when it comes to blue 
topaz (our state gem), there's only one place to find it naturally in the Lone 
Star State. I headed to the town of Mason to hunt down this elusive gem
stone, and to take in the food and history of this Hill Country town.

I headed to the Willow 
Creek Caf4, located in a historic building 
on the Mason square that once housed a 
Ford Model T dealership. I sidled up to a 
platter of pancakes, sausage, and home
made biscuits while the chit-chat of locals 
filled the air.  

I set off on foot to the 
Mason Square Museum. From mammoths 
to modern artists, this small space packs 
a lot of history. The most awe-inspiring 
artifact was the massive, 6,480-carat chunk 
of blue topaz found in a nearby field. It 
remains the largest specimen ever discov
ered in North America.  

I headed to the top of 
Post Hill to visit Fort Mason. Established 
in 1851 to pave the way for westward 
settlement, this frontier post housed many 
notable soldiers, including Robert E. Lee

prior to his days as a general in the Con
federate Army. While all of the original 
buildings are gone, the re-created officer's 
quarters helped me visualize what it was like 
to attempt to tame the wild Texas frontier.  

With the safety provided 
by the fort, the town began to grow. I 
drove the streets and admired the beautiful 
homes and churches built from the area's 
native sandstone. I even stopped to pay my 
respects to Old Yeller, written by Mason
native Fred Gipson and now memorialized 
with a bronze statue in front of the Mason 
County Library.  

I stopped at Square Plate 
restaurant, a ocal soup-and-sandwich shop 
on the Mason square, serving square meals 
on (you guessed it) square Mlates. My 
chicken-salad sandwich was delicious and 
upstaged only by a side dish of some of

that his 587-carat blue oval 

topaz (pictured at left) is his pride and joy.  

I decided to test my luck 

at finding some of my own topaz in nature.  

A handful of ranches allow public digs, 

including Bar M Ranch just west of town.  

So with shovel in hand, I hit the dirt, walking 

up and down the ranch's Honey Creek and 
picking up every shiny speck that caught my 
eye. While I didn't find my fortune in topaz, 
I did find plenty of quartz and interesting 

stones to make my time well spent.  

The daylight faded, but the 
Wine Bar at Sandstone Cellars Winery 
was just perking up as I joined the locals 

packed into this old renovated home. Since 

Sandstone's wines are made exclusively 

from Mason County grapes, the varieties 

are ever-changing based on supply. The 

only guarantee is that they'll be delicious.  

I sipped on a glass of Tempranillo, which 

paired most excellently with my plate of 

homemade gorditas and queso delivered to 

my table from Santos Taqueria next door.  

I may not have left with a pocket full of 

topaz, but I did leave with a head, belly, and 

heart full of Mason County memories. And 

that's enough for me to concur that Mason 

lives up to its nickname as the "Gem of the 

Hill Country." So whether you follow my 

footsteps or forge your own path, I hope 

to see you on the road. * 

Contact the Mason County 
Chamber of Commerce, 325/347
5758; www.masontxcoc.com.
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THE LIGHTER SIDE OF TRAVELING
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Into the Light 
ART ILLUMINATES LIFE IN FAR WEST TEXAS 

text by Barbara Rodriguez illustration by Michael Witte

HAVE WONDERED MANY TIMES WHAT IT IS 
about far West Texas that I find both uplifting and 
settling. Miles and miles of wide-open spaces, the 
big sky-those things make me breathe deep. But 
ultimately, it is the light that draws me back time 
and again. I think that magically lit, great big beau
tiful nothingness must be what attracts the artists, 
too. Seven years ago I took my 10-year-old son with 

me to Marfa to introduce him to a few galleries, and take a mea
sure of his reaction to the artistic wattage.  

We went to a show by an artist who worked in deeply tex
tured paint with results as prickly and rustling as the fea
tured landscapes. Elliott was drawn to the bright palette of a 
splendid salute to hoodoos (the vertical pikes of igneous rock 
that are a signature of the Davis Mountains). When he turned 
away, he gave me his first review. He liked this art, he said, be
cause it seemed both strange and familiar. He said he felt like 
he'd seen it all before, but was also seeing it for the first time.  

Always, everywhere, we remarked on the light. Pools of 
light flooding gallery showrooms. Tickling the mountains, 
illuminating the grasslands. And, of course, we took in the 
Marfa Lights, which did not fail to mesmerize.  

In the dancing light of a courtyard firepit we'd rehash the

day. When Elliott explained how the interplay of shadows and 

light double an artwork's impressions on the viewer, I thought: 

My job here is done.  

Making one last stop before heading out of town, we met 

Jason Willaford. In his studio workshop the artist mixed a 

magical blend of beeswax, copal, and carnauba wax for his 

encaustic painting. The process results in a hot, syrupy liquid 

that, layered onto a canvas and reheated, fuses into an enamel

like finish. Elliott looked bewitched as he watched Jason scrape 

incisions into that finish and summarize the reductive process: 

"It's harder to paint nothing than something," Jason said.  

That observation stuck with Elliott long after the art was out 

of view. "It's cool that the nothing becomes what's beautiful," 

he said on the way home.  

Maybe that's the answer, too, to why I find time spent in 

West Texas so freeing. All the West Texas nothingness is the 

backdrop to a reductive thought process that allows me to 

connect the dots of meaning in my life. Beneath the Big Sky, I 

scrape away all the big city hubbub and 

"It's harder to discover that less is so much more. *

paint nothing 
than something," 
Jason said.

Find Babs Rodriguez sfull adventure at 
texashighways.coin/natters.
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SWAYING PALMS GREET new arrivals as waves 

gently break onto the beach across the boulevard.  

The soaring, sun-drenched lobby sets the table 

with a welcoming cocktail as gourmet cuisine 

and the coast's most luxurious spa beckon 

inside. Book your place in the sun online or by 

phone today.  

HOTEL GAIvLX EZ b 
A wyndham Grand Ilotd 

2024 SEAWALL BLVD, GAt\ 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL +09.65.21 
www.HotelGalvez.coni
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THE PAGEANTRY AND RHYTHM of Galveston 
infuse The Tremornt House with a special 

spirit. This is a vital, lively setting that attracts 

discerning travelers who prefer festivity with 
a chaser of sophistication. Discreetly unique, 
tastefully indulgent - The Tremont House is 

a hotel with stories to tell. Book online or by 

phone to add yours today.  

THE TREMONT HOUSE 
,' Wydh,!m, Grar,111odel 

2,00 SHIP'S MECHANIC ROW, GALVESTON ISLAND, TX 

FOR R ESEIRVATION CALL 409.763.0300 OR VISIT 

ww.TheTz-montHouse.cm
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A BEAUTIFUL SKY and majestic ncur-ains adorn Charles Bed 's Glass Moiuntains mural at Marathon's Gage Hotel.

I
P H 0 T0: ) Al Argueta

To order a print of this photograph, call 86.6/962-1191, or risi-: www.texashighwaysprinat..con.
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