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Music of the 
Spheres Chimes 
Soprano Pentatonic 
30-inch Chime 

37558 ....... $90.00 

Mezzo Pentatonic 
38-inch Chime 

37556 ...... $125.00 

Alto Pentatonic 
50-inch Chime 
37557 ..... $209.00 

Each chime is meticulously 
crafted by hand in Austin 
from tempered aluminum 
alloy tubing that won't rust 
even in our Texas weather.  

EASY to 
ORDER:

Music of the 
Spheres Chimes 
Now you could have the whole 
band in your backyard.  

Classically trained musician Larry Roark 
met Sara Neal Eskew at a craft show in 
Austin in the late 1980s. Sara had a large 
windchime made by another artist who had 
since left town. When Larry saw the chime, 
he was inspired to create his own chimes 
using just a few hand tools and his musical 
know-how. It was 1989, and Larry was creating

chimes tuned to a variety 
of musical scales.  V The Pentatonic chimes, 

featured here, are known worldwide 
for their exceptional symphonic-quality 

sound. To make things more interesting, 
the chimes are equipped with the notes 

necessary to play "The Eyes of Texas" 
and 'Amazing Grace." Oh, and 
if you are talented enough to 
play either of these songs, 
please let us know. We'd love 
to hear it!

i
shop.texashighways.com.  

800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from 
outside the U.S.A.) 

Or, use the ORDER FORM 
in this issue.  
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UpFRONT

Comfort and Joy

A ah, tamales. Those spicy, corn-husk-hugged morsels transport me to a happy place somewhere deep in the holiday 

traditions of my South Texas childhood. And, based on the 

Facebook response to our inclusion of the Texas Tamale 

Company in the November issue, hundreds of our read
ers feel the same way about the steamy treats: "Delia's Tamales in the Rio 
Grande Valley!" "Alamo Tamales in Houston!" and "Pedro's in Lubbock!" 
were among your exuberant recommendations.  

In 2015, our Texas Top 40 conversation turns to food-specifically the 
comfort kind. It's that scrumptious, soul-satisfying, happy-dance-inducing 

sustenance that, at first bite, brings on bouts of eye-rolling delight.  

Everybody has a favorite comfort food, and we want to know yours.  
Whether it's gumbo in Galveston, spring rolls in Big Spring, fried okra in 
Fort Worth, chess pie in Odessa, chili in Amarillo, or King Ranch casserole

in (yes) Kingsville-tell us your tops, and which 

Texas restaurant, cafb, or diner does it best.  

What qualifies as comfort food? According 

to James Beard Award-winning writer and 

culinary historian Robb Walsh, co-founder of 

Foodways Texas and author of Texas Eats: The 

New Lone Star Heritage Cookbook: "Comfort 

food is defined by the tastebuds of the beholder.  

Every Texan feels a yearning for cheese en

chiladas the second the wheels of the plane 

touch the tarmac. But in the last few years, foods 

that once seemed foreign, like Mexican car

nitas, Vietnamese pho, and Indian curry, have
also entered the category of comfort food in some parts of the state.  

"Disgruntled molecular cuisine chefs dismiss such soothing dishes as 
meatloaf and chicken potpie as 'glorified baby food,'" Walsh adds. "But a lot 
of other fine dining chefs are embracing comfort-food classics under the ru
bric of 'heritage cooking' or 'Americana cuisine.' 

"Look what's happened to fried chicken and barbecue. Eating these dishes 
tends to make Texans smile and daydream about simpler times-the tell
tale signs of a comfort food reaction. But strangely, both are also among the 
trendiest foods in the country right now." 

Trendy, traditional, or just plain tasty: Send your top comfort-food 
pick-and where you go for a fix-to letters@texashighways.com or 
Box 141009, Austin, TX 78714-1009, or on Facebook and at www.texas 
highways.com/comfort. We'll reveal a full buffet of your favorites this fall.  

Loosen your belts a little. We've got a big year ahead.  

Jill Lawless, Editor 

WHERE TO FIND US 
Drop us a line anytime at letters@texashighways.com.  
Find us on Facebook and Twitter.

Dorit 
mess with 

Texas Drive Clean Across Texas

WHERE WE'LL 
BE NEXT MONTH: 

Join our Big Bend 
adventures s we tiek 
across Mesa de Anguila 
in search of the best 
view in Texas, hike 
some spectacular hidden 
canyons, and explore the 
regions historic hotels, 
We'll tap into local wine 
and craft brews, too, ard 
then it's all eyes skyward 
for a star party at Big 
~ Bend Ranch tat rk 
Also in February, we'll 
time travel at the 
Buffalo Soldiers National 
Museum, t0Uh 
K Houston Shp C an ne 
and spring forward at 
the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center.  

* Any tips on these spots? 
Let us know on Facebook 
or Twitter

HJIGHWAYt

Send us your 
favorite comfort 
food destination! 

(Read below for details.)
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TELL US Your TOPS 
Everybody has a favorite comfort food, and we want to know yours.  

Tell us your favorite comfort food, and which Texas restaurant, caf6, or diner does it best.  
Let us know at www.texashighways.com/comfort; letters@texashighways.com; 

or by mailing in this form to Box 141009, Austin, TX 78714-1009.  
(also find us on Facebook) 

We'll share some of your tips throughout the year, 

and reveal a countdown of your top comfort-food destinations this fall.

NAME

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE EMAIL 

MY FAVORITE COMFORT FOOD IS: 

I LOVE IT BECAUSE: 

THE TEXAS RESTAURANT, CAFE, OR DINER THAT DOES IT BEST IS: 
(be sure to include the city or town)
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Snow dusts Daingerfield State Park 
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Scuba diving a nuclear missile silo 
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Jacoby's brings rural roots to Austin 

22) Travel 
A tasty cosmopolitan escape in Palestine 

25) Drink 
Fresh-squeezed juice at Granny Clare's 

27) Next Weekend 
Port Arthur mixes culture and coast

Lufkin 40 
Zavalla 40 
Diboll 40 
Huntington 40 
Waco 48 
Clifton 48

Glen Rose 48 
Fritch 59 
Houston 63 
Blanco 64 
Port Aransas 65

PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PRINTS AVAILABLE 

Some images in this issue 
are available as prints in two 
distinctive formats. For more 
information, call toll-free 
866/962-1191, or visit www.  
texashighwaysprints.com.

55 ) Events 
Kick-start the year with Texas events 

59) True Texas 
Exploring the Alibates flint quarries 

63) Daytripper 
Houston highlights packed into a day 

64) Travel Matters 
Bring your home along for a staycation 

65) Rear View 
Daybreak on a Port Aransas jetty

ON OUR COVERS 

FRONT: A field of aloe vera grows at 
Hilltop Gardens near Lyford in the Rio 
Grande Valley. Photo @ Larry Ditto.  

BACK: Vietnamese monk Abbot Tri 
Quang walks the garden of the Buu 
Mon Buddhist Temple in Port Arthur.  
Photo by Will van Overbeek.

PHOTO: Will van Overbeek



ROUTE 

330 00' 30.66" N 

940 41' 59.98" W 

Piney Woods 

A dusting of snow 
creates a dreamy 
scene at Daingerfield 
State Park. From 
Daingerfield, take 
Texas 49 about two 
miles southeast and 
turn south onto Park 
Road 17. Follow the 
park road as it winds 
toward the fishing pier 
and interpretive center.  
From the swing set 
at the playground, 
visitors gain a pictur
esque view of the pic
nic area and lake. On 
January 1, rangers 
will lead a two-mile 
hike around the lake 
as part of the "First 
Day Hikes" program.  

For more information 
about Daingerfield 
State Park, visit www.  
tpwd.state.tx.us/state
parks/daingerfield.

J . -
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MERGE 
GOT SOMETHING TO SAY? 

San Antonio is a great destination, 
but my favorite destination in this 

wonderful state is wherever I am 
at the moment! Some places may be 

better than others, but here in Texas, 
nothing disappoints.  

THOMAS H. BAILEY, Houston

/ //

OUR 
FAVORITE 
SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
OF THE 
MONTH...  

On Collins' do
nation of Alamo 
artifacts: Thank 
you Phil Collins! 
That's a Class Act! 
I think I can say: 
The State of Texas 
thanks you too! 
Bob Severance, 
San Antonio 

Getting afull-page 
image published in 
Texas Highways 
Jan. 2015 "Rear View": 
Everybody go buy 
one! #cherryonthetop 

@timtime 
[Tim Burdick Photo]

With These Hands 
In the story about Aermo

tor Windmills [November], the 
pictured hands are those of 
a working man. There aren't 
too many windmill repair
men left. If the windmill was 
broken, we had to haul water 
to the cattle. My dad always 
said, "Every rancher needs a 
windmill and an Angus bull." 
If you're not getting the bull 
out of the neighbor's pasture, 
you're fixing the windmill.  
JACKIE KOCUREK, Danbury 

Love for Luckenbach 
When I moved to Texas in 

1992, 1 was bombarded by 
people telling me that you 
haven't been to Texas until 
you've been to Big Bend and 
Luckenbach. Of course, they 
were right, and I've been to 
both many times since. To see 
your Top 40 without Lucken
bach ... Well, I guess there are 

a lot of people voting who've 
never been to Texas! 

/ MICHAEL GOS, Clear Lake

EDITOR'S NOTE: We have 
an addition to our November 

coverage of the Broken Spoke's 

50th anniversary: In 1977, the 
Texas Senate passed a resolution 
honoring the originalproprietors 
of the legendary Austin honky
tonk: James White, who still 

runs the Spoke today, and his 

stepdad Joe Baland, who passed 
away in 1990.

Also, our December story 

about the La Belle shipwreck 
exhibit at the Bullock Texas 
State History Museum should 
have noted the important role 
of the Texas A&M University 
Conservation Research Labora
tory, which worked to clean and 
preserve La Belle's hull and 
shipwreck artifactsfor scholarly 
study and public display.

WE WANT TO H EAR FROM YOU! Send feedback and recommendations to: 

Texas Highways, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Email: letters@texashighways.com.

READERS RECOMMEND 

The Settles Satisfies 
I like old hotels and enjoyed the Texas Highways article 

[August 20131 about the restoration of the Hotel Settles 

in Big Spring. Trusting your magazine, my sidekicks and 

I drove upfrom San Angelo to have a look. Wefound a 

splendid restoration and an inviting grill. The service was 

charming and the food excellent. Most agreeable! 

JOHN F. VAUGHAN, San Angelo 

The 65-room Hotel Settles is at 200 E. Third St. in Big Spring.  

The Settles Grill opens for breakfast, lunch, and dinner 

Monday-Saturday, and brunch on Sunday. The Pharmacy 

Bar & Parlor opens at 4 p.m. daily. Call 432/267-7500; 

www.hotelsettles.com.

0 % 
Follow us on 
Facebook and 
Twitter
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T'S HARD TO IMAGINE TWO PEOPLE IN THE 
whole state who have more fun in their work than 
Julie and Bruce Lee Webb of Waxahachie. That 
sense of fun is apparent even before you enter 
their art gallery in a 1902 building just off the town 
square. Whimsical exhibits in the front-display 
window alone include intricate toothpick sculp
tures of a Ferris wheel, the Eiffel Tower, and other 

sculptures made by the late Venzil Zastoupil, a self-taught art
ist in Dallas known as the "Toothpick King." Inside, colorful 
creations swirl like a crazy quilt of quirky Americana.  

The Webb Gallery shows work by unique individuals de
scribed as "outsider" or "self-taught" artists. "We like hand
made things that have a rustic quality," explains Bruce Lee, 
"art that is naive and raw." 

"We also like the narrative aspects of the work we show," 
adds Julie. "Painting, sculpture, assemblage, whatever it may 
be, it speaks to the viewer like a form of storytelling. " 

Having grown up in Richardson and Garland, the couple 
moved to Waxahachie in 1986. There, as aficionados of the 
old and the odd, they opened an antique store. On a trip to 
New York, they met Herbert Waide Hemphill, one of the 
founders of the American Folk Art Museum, and soon be-

m U K

WEBB GALLERY 
is at 209 W. Franklin 
St. in Waxahachie.  

Hours: Sat-Sun 1-5.  
Call 972/938-8085; 
www.webbart 
gallery.com.

gan collecting work by outsider artists.  
Back in Texas, the antique store 

morphed into a gallery as they es
tablished relationships with artists 
throughout the state and beyond. They 
met the late Rev. Johnnie Swearin
gen at his home in Brenham. The late 
Hector Alonzo Benavides rode the bus 
from Laredo to introduce himself to 
the Webbs as "the most obsessive man 
you'll ever meet." And when they met 
Ike E. Morgan of Austin, best-known 
for his brightly colored, primitive por
traits of U.S. presidents, he confirmed 
he has used art as therapy -o help him 
recover from mental illness.  

The Webb Gallery has hosted three 
solo shows of paintings by Texan Esther 
Pearl Watson. Born in 1973, Watson and 
her siblings had peripatetic Tcxas child
hoods with a father who built scrap
metal spaceships in the yard, convinced 
he could sell his flying saucers to NASA

10 texashighways.corn JANUARY 2015
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DETOUR

or Ross Perot. Though she was embar
rassed by her father's eccentricities 
growing up, her perspective changed in 
college, after discovering the 1985 book 
In Advance of the Landing: Folk Concepts 
of Outer Space by photographer Doug
las Curran, which documents individ
uals with similar obsessions. As she 
learned of the outsider art world, she 
came to see her father as an artist
and began to create art on her own.  

Watson's intentionally primitive paint
ings of scenes from her Texas childhood 
often feature spaceships hovering over 
Dairy Queens, cow pastures, neighbor
hoods, and small-town rodeo arenas.  
"Because of my father," she says, "I am 
inspired by self-taught artists or people 
who make art not because they want rec
ognition in the art world but because they 
have avisionto make art. I feel like this is 
the visual language of my own heritage." 

Among those taking note of Wat
son's distinctive artworks at her Webb

"We like handmade things 
that have a rustic quality," 

explains Bruce Lee, 
"art that is naive and raw." 

Gallery exhibition were curators from 
the Amon Carter Museum of American 
Art in Fort Worth. A new acrylic paint
ing, set in Comanche County like many 
of her creations, will be on view at the 
museum beginning in June as part of a 
year-long program devoted to local con
temporary artists. "My grandfather is 
repairing a fence in the painting," says 
Esther Pearl. "He was a hero to me. The 
painting references how land and fam
ily make us who we are." 

Paintings by another Webb Gallery 
artist, the late Walter Cotton of Mexia, 
will have continued exposure at Dal
las' African American Museum. The 
Webbs had acquired the works by Cot
ton, a former chauffeur and school

principal, from a Mexia collector who 

had preserved the art in his well house 

and barn. The Webbs donated them to 

the museum last year.  

Exploring the blue highways in search 
of relics and rarities to sell in their gal

lery and at Austin's Uncommon Objects 

provides the Webbs with some of their 

most satisfying professional fun. A re

cent visit to their booth at Uncommon 

Objects revealed a wonderland of old 

signs, folk art, antique books, and such 

unexpected items as decorative vases 

made from World War I artillery shells.  

"We try to show art and antique items 

that we like, in case they don't sell and 

we end up keeping them," Bruce Lee 

Webb confided. "But then, sometimes 

when you make a sale, you regret it!" * 

FIND MORE ONLINE 
More galleries specializing in "outsider" 
art at texashighways.con/detour.

JANUARY 2015 1 texashighways.com 11



A

Silo Diving 
SCUBA AT THE VALHALLA MISSILE SILO 
text by Chet Garner 

'VE ALWAYS CONSIDERED MYSE LF A PRET
ty brave guy. I've gone hang gliding, swum with 

stingrays, and even eaten face-melting ghost 
chiles. However, standing in the damp coolness 
of an underground nuclear missile silo, contem
plating scuba diving into the black waters below 
me, I was overcome by an unexpected feeling: gut

wrenching fear.  
I had driven for hours to the middle of a rolling prairie about 

20 miles south of Abilene for a chance to dive the Valhalla 

Missile Silo, one of 12 Atlas intercontinental ballistic missile 

sites that the U.S. military built in Texas in the 1960s to brace 

for nuclear war. Mark Hannifin, who owns the silo with his 

wife, Linda, met our group on the surface to escort us into the 

bunker below.  
The smell of rusted metal was as thick as the tension of 

the Cold War as we made our way down five flights of stairs

Diving here 
had seemed 
like a good idea 
weeks earlier 
when I made 
my plans. But 
staring at the 
water made me 
question my 
decision-and 
also my sanity.

and through blast doors composed of 
solid steel. The silo itself is 52 feet wide 
and extends 174 feet underground. Its 
concrete walls are up to nine feet thick 

in places.  

The tight corridors widened as we 

stepped into the control room-where 

two-man teams once worked in 24-hour 

shifts awaiting the word to push the pro

verbial red button-and then through a 

tunnel to the missile tube.  

The military shut down the Atlas 

missile program in 1964, leaving Val

halla and other Atlas sites for scrap.  

After years of neglect, the silo slowly 

filled with groundwater. Mark bought 

the silo around 1982, tested the water 

to ensure its safety, and 10 years later, 

opened it up to organized groups look

ing for a dive that would make even 

James Bond skittish.  

"We bought it during our armchair 

survivalist mode. We thought it would 

be a good place to start off our prep

per pad," Mark says. Eventually, Mark

12 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2015
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TEXAS WILD

started scuba diving the silo and de
cided to open it to diving groups.  

"The divers that come down here tend 
to be more adventure-seeking and more 
dedicated," Mark says.  

Diving here had seemed like a good 
idea weeks earlier when I made my 
plans. But staring at the water made 
me question my decision-and also my 
sanity. Choosing to bury my fears and 
press on, I suited up with all the essen
tials, including a very thick wetsuit to 
withstand the silo's 60-degree water. I 
descended the final staircase, sat on the 
edge of the floating dock, turned on my 
dive light, and splashed in.  

As we floated down, the bright flood 
lights on the surface faded out, leav
ing us with only the dim beams from 
our handheld lights. The water was 
dark, but surprisingly clear as the con
crete walls are permeable, allowing the 
groundwater to circulate and refresh 
itself. At a depth of 45 feet, we arrived

DIVE VALHALLA 
For information about scuba diving 

the Valhalla Missile Silo, call the 
Family Scuba Center at 866/217
2822; www.familyscuba.com.  

at our first point of interest: a platform 
clinging to the silo's wall that once 
housed the inertial navigation system.  
Using guidance from the North Star, 
this system could lock the missile's 
aim on anything within its 6,000-mile 
range. We lingered for a few minutes 
and then headed deeper.  

With no points of reference along 
the silo's smooth concrete walls, it 
was nearly impossible to tell how far 
we had traveled. However, at roughly 
110 feet below the water's surface (160 
feet below the earth's surface) my light 
reflected off a twisted piece of metal
our signal that we had finally reached 
the bottom.

The silo's floor was covered with 
bent steel beams and mangled indus
trial platforms that had escaped the 
scrapyard. Due to the water's depth, we 
couldn't stay down very long for risk of 
nitrogen build-up in our blood. After a 
few minutes of exploration, we made 
our way to the rope that would lead us 
back to the surface. As we ascended, 
soon a few pinpoints of light pierced 
the void and slowly grew brighter and 
brighter until I could make out the un
derside of the dive platform.  

After a brief decompression stop to 
allow nitrogen to escape our blood, I 
surfaced with an overwhelming sense 
of accomplishment. Not only had I 
overcome my fears, but I had just tak
en part in one of the most unusual 
scuba dives in the world, let alone Tex
as. There were no fish, no exotic coral 
reefs, yet this dive was truly one of the 
most amazing experiences I've ever 
had underwater. *

S A GREAT TIME TO VlSI SOUTH PADRE ISLAND!

ANY TIME Of THE YEAR
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'a I

urf sopadre.corm/v:sitspi 
nd book your stay today.
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MADE IN TEXAS

Make it Shiny 
THE JOYFUL MASH-UP OF AUSTIN BAND SHINYRIBS 
text by Matt Joyce 

USTIN MUSICIAN KEVIN RUSSELL LIKES TO RE
count a conversation he had with the late Doug Sahm, a 

sort of musical godfather to Russell, in which Sir Doug 

postulated about the great singers of Texas. "He was like, 

'You've either gotta have that West Texas dust or that 

East Texas rust,"' recalls Russell, frontman of the band 

Shinyribs. "And he said, 'You've got both of those.'" 

You can hear that geographical span in the mash of 

country and soul that Shinyribs performs across Texas and beyond, upwards of 

150 nights a year. With idiosyncratic songs that conjure subjects from a lovable Sour

Lake freeloader to the flies of Limpia 
Creek, Shinyribs draws on the roots 
of American music to create a sound 
that's at once singular and familiar.  
The band's third album, "Okra Candy," 
is due out in early 2015.  

Shinyribs' performances are first and 

foremost a hoedown, captained by Rus

sell himself, who sweeps any cobwebs 

of inhibition from the room with his 

own devil-may-care display of floppy

armed, Supremes-like gesticulating 

and jigging. Strains of rhythm-and

blues, country, and rock drive the sound 

of the six-piece band, whose songs can 

range from ukulele ballads to disco-in

fused boogie and truck-drivin' jump

ers. Throw in covers from luminaries 

like Willie & Waylon, Bill Withers, The 
Band, Muddy Waters, and TLC, and 

before you can find a place to set your 

beer down, the dance floor is bustling 

with everyone from two-year-olds to 

baby-boomers.  

"It's ajoyful music and it translates to 

anybody, really," Russell says. "They're 

just pop songs. I'm mining a similar ter

ritory that has been done all along, but I 

feel like I've gotten good enough at this 

point that it has an original element to 

it that's personal from me." 

The 47-year-old married father of 

three has been developing his guitar 

chops and buttery-brass vocal style for 

30 years as a working musician. Russell 

FIND MORE ONLINE 
Read about Keva Russell's 

favorite Texas roadside eateries 

and live music venues at 

texashighways.com/webextra.

PHOTO: Will van Overbeek



was born and raised in Beaumont until 
his father's job in the oil-supply busi
ness took the family to Humble and 
then to Shreveport, Louisiana, where 
he graduated from high school. Russell 
moved to Dallas in 1991 with the band 
Picket Line Coyotes, and then to Austin 
two years later.  

Shinyribs' performances are 
first and foremost a hoedown, 
captained by Russell himself, 
who sweeps any cobwebs 
of inhibition from the room 
with his own devil-may-care 
display of floppy-armed, 
Supremes-like gesticulating 
and jigging.  

In 1994, Russell co-founded the 
Gourds, a rambling roots-rock outfit 
playing self-described "music for the 
unwashed and well read." The Gourds 
recorded 10 studio albums, became one 
of Austin's most beloved acts, and devel
oped a devoted fan base across the coun
try before disbanding in 2013.  

Russell, who mostly plays guitar and 
six-string ukulele in Shinyribs, started 
Shinyribs in 2007 as a one-man-band 
side project. (The name came from a 
transient woman who panhandled on 
a corner near Russell's house. Russell 
gave her a plate of barbecue one day, 
and from then on, she would shout 
"Shinyribs!" every time he drove by.) 
The project grew into a four-piece over 
time-fellow Gourd Keith Langford on 
drums, Winfield Cheek on keys, and 
Jeff Brown on bass. Picking up steam 
in 2013, Shinyribs added the Tijuana 
TrainWreck Horns-Mark Wilson on 
sax and flute, and Tiger Anaya on trum
pet. "I'm hooked on that brass gravy," 
Russell admits.  

Shinyribs' distinctive hillbilly rhy
thm-and-blues can be traced in part to 
Russell's boyhood in southeast Texas 
and Shreveport.

"Everyone talks great BBQ, but 
we put it where your mouth is." 

Darin McKenzie 

In the 'Barbecue Wars', Conroe won't give an inch! 

Texas is synonymous with BBQ. In Conroe, 

GREAT BBQ is synonymous with McKenzies 

and Darin McKenzie has been serving it L 

up right for 19 years. Come for the 

brisket but stay for the fun.  

ROE National and State 

-TE% A~ 51Parks, a 22,000 acre 
lake, and a hot live 
music scene are just a 

few of the attractions 

that make Conroe the 

perfect choice for your 

next getaway.  

Darin McKenzie. The McKeni e in Conroe's
McKenzie's Barbeque 

Start planning your Z_ E 
nx getaway with our C 
FREE Vacation Guide! 

1-877-426-6763 
Find more getaway ideas at: www.PlayInConroe.com /VisitConroe
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MADE IN TEXAS

"The stories that went along with 
the musical history of the place-that 
was the biggest influence on me there 
in Beaumont," he says, mentioning the 
likes of George Jones, Janis Joplin, 
the Winters brothers, and Johnny Pres
ton. "And the environment also has 
a big influence on me. All the times 
spent out in the woods, the shell roads, 
walking around the old oil pumps. I 
love the rice fields, the flora and the 
fauna there." 

Russell's Texas influences reflect the 
state's cultural diversity-musicians 
like Doug Sahm, ZZ Top, Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, Lead Belly (a Louisianan who 
recorded in Dallas), Willie Nelson, and 
Mingo Saldivar, "the dancing cowboy." 
"I've seen Mingo Saldivar live a few 
times, and he has a huge influence on 
my show-his pure joy, his dancing, it's 
just so entertaining," Russell says.  

The expanse of Texas, along with its 
diversity of peoples, contributes to the

Shinyribs'distinctive hillbilly 
rhythm-and-blues can be 
traced in part to Russell's 
boyhood in southeast Texas 
and Shreveport.  

outsized spirit of Texas music, Russell 

says. And, in a roundabout way, the 

state's religious and political conserva

tism also fuels creativity.  

"Texas is a great place to rebel against 

when you're young," Russell says.  

"There's an oppressiveness sometimes 

to the culture in Texas. Austin's got a 

long tradition of rebellious lifestyles 

and culture-the music reflects that

and I think Austin has a huge influence 

over the rest of Texas musically." 

That's not to say that Russell isn't con

servative in his own manner, such as 

his appreciation for the craft of making 

records. For "Okra Candy," Shinyribs 

recorded the songs starting with the

bare-bones structure of guitar and 
drums, adding instrumentation to com
plement each specific song.  

"It's going to have a different sound, 
a different feel, on almost every song.  
You can't sell that very easily because 
it's all over the map," Russell says. "But 
I'm from an era as a fan when every 
song was treated unto itself as a special 
thing. And I think that's how records 
should be made. Now, I know records 
maybe are not important any more, but 
they are to me, and they always will be.  
I can't change that. It's hard-wired. It's 
like being a Dallas Cowboys fan. I can't 

change it. I tried." * 

Li
Check out Shinyribs music and 
upcoming tour dates at www.  
shinyribs.org, or download the 
band's app for Android or iOS.

CORDOVA ON CANYON LAKE is a gated, waterfront 
community designed to accommodate the best 
in lakeside living. From one to multiple-acreage 
estates-the choice is yours, along with your 
selection of builder. Residents enjoy the exclu
sive waterfront park and the surrounding deep 
woods, rolling hillsides, and panoramic vistas.  
Fishing, boating, kayaking and pastimes like 
birdwatching, nature hikes and star-gazing are 
all a part of life at Cordova.I
Make your dream 
a reality. Call today! 
800-400-0057

PHASE II NOW OPEN! NEW WATERFRONT INVENTORY AVAILABLE!

Boerne ~ , San M~arco 

w Braunfets 

Segin 

San Antonio

#CORDOVA 
ON CANYON LAKE 

i& McCOMBS PROPERTIES 

Visit CordovanCanyontake.Com
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Magnetic Art 
THE MEADOWS MUSEUM TRANSPORTS 
VISITORS TO SPAIN 
text by Clayton Maxwell 

LEARLY I AM NOT THE ONLY ONE 
who yearns to bring a bit of Spain back 

to Texas. For the first half of my 30s, I 
lived in Madrid less than 600 meters 

from the Museo Prado, the holy ground 

of Spanish art that holds within its hal

lowed walls the masterpieces of Ve

lizquez, Goya, and El Greco. These trea

sures of light, shadow, allegory, and humor became a regular 

part of my Madrid life.  

It would seem that the late Algur Meadows, the CEO of Dal

las-based General American Oil Company, fell info a similar 

rhythm when he frequented Madrid in the 1950s searching for 

Spanish oil. The oil never materialized, but some-hing more 

precious did-a passion for Spanish art. He, too, would walk 

over to the Prado on a regular basis, and he fell in love with

j 

THE MEADOWS 
MUSEUM 
is on the campus of 
Southern Methodist 

University, at 5900 
Bishop Blvd. in Dallas.  
Call 214/768-2516; 
www.meadows 
museumdallas.org.

SOUVENIR 

what he found there. But while I brought 
back a mere refrigerator magnet of one 
of Velazquez's paintings, Meadows 
brought back actual Velazquezes.  

He eventually amassed such an im
pressive Spanish art collection that in 
1965, in honor of his late wife, Virginia, 
he founded the Meadows Museum on 
the campus of Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas. Nicknamed "The 
Prado on the Prairie," the Meadows 
Museum is considered one of the finest 
Spanish art collections outside of Spain.  

The manicured and quiet 
SMU campus feels 

a world away, both geographically 
and energetically, from the 

busy streets of Madrid.  

In a magical few hours spent ex
ploring the Meadows recently, I gazed 
intently not only at paintings by the 
Spanish masters, but also at works by 
contemporary Spanish artists I recog
nized from ambles through Madrid's 
modern art galleries. I marveled at the 
museum's wildly playful paintings by 
Joan Mir6, which Mir6 himself had se
lected for Mr. Meadows; the artist and 
the collector had become friends during 
Meadows' many visits to Spain.  

Because Meadows' second wife, Eliz
abeth, loved sculpture, the museum 
has a small 20th-Century collection by 
non-Spanish artists such as Claes Old
enburg, Isamu Noguchi, and Henry 
Moore, which enlivens the outdoors 
plaza. Nearby are more works from 
Spain, including Sho, a transparent 

13-foot head by Jaume Plensa, and The 
Wave, a 40-by-90-foot kinetic sculp
ture by Spanish architect Santiago 
Calatrava, which ripples continuously 
on the museum's lawn. The manicured 
and quiet SMU campus feels a world 
away, both geographically and energet
ically, from the busy streets of Madrid, 
but when I hear The Wave creaking, I 
feel closer to Spain.

JANUARY 2015 1 texashighways.com 17PHOTO: @Michael Bodycomb



SOUVENIR

But the lecture that day practically 

transported me there. Presented by the 

museum's director, Mark A. Roglin, a 

former Madrileno who was knighted 

by King Juan Carlos for his "contri

butions to Spanish art in the world," 

it opened my eyes to Spanish art I'd 

known nothing about. I hung onto every 

syllable of Roglin's Spanish-accented 

English as he connected the dots be

tween the Golden Age of the 15th and 

16th centuries and early 20th-Century 

Spanish art.  

Reluctantly, I made myself leave the 

lecture early to catch the last half of a 

guided tour of the Meadows' current 

temporary exhibition, Goya: A Lifetime 

of Graphic Invention (on view through 

March 1). The exhibition focuses on 

Goya's four major print series, created 

between 1799 and 1823-including 

Los Caprichos and Los Desastres de la 

Guerra, copies of which I had first seen 

in the underground metro station near

Madrid's Retiro Park. I'd never paid 
much attention to the prints, though, 
preferring Goya's gorgeous paintings.  
But here I was, amazed, hearing about 
how he was a ceaseless experimenter, 
always seeking new forms of expres
sion. Goya had achieved stature by 
painting for the Spanish royals for 40 
years, but he always maintained his 
sense of exploration, social satire, and 
independence. Until his death, Goya 
was still testing out new printmaking 
methods and pushing the limits of what 
had been done before.  

Standing in the upstairs gallery space 

Nicknamed "The Prado 
on the Prairie," the Meadows 

Museum is considered 
one of the finest 

Spanish art collections 
outside of Spain.

at the end of my afternoon at the Mead
ows, it dawned on me that I could fol
low his example. Watching as the set
ting sun cast circles of pink and orange 
around the Jaume Plensa sculpture out
side, I vowed to try to be more like Goya, 
curious and open to learning more, de
spite changing circumstances, nostal
gia be damned.  

Seeking a reminder of my new Goya
inspired manifesto, I popped into the 
museum shop. The magnet selection 
was slim. I picked out the only Goya 
magnet they had, a heart-wrench
ing and powerful painting owned by 
the Meadows titled Yard with Mad
men. It was a painting I'd never heard 
of before, and, while grim, it was a re
minder of Goya's lifelong exploration.  
It hangs side by side now with my Ve
lazquez magnet, and every time I open 
the fridge, I am reminded that Spain, 
Goya, and new discoveries are closer 
than I think. *

VISITPECOS.COM 

WHILE 
ON THE 
HUNT 

EXPLORE OUR NEW HOTELS, FAMOUS 
EATERIES AND GEAR SUPPLY SHOPS.  

PEC S 
T E X A S PECOS 

PROUiI-
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EAT 

WEEKDAY LUNCH CROWD 
fills the room with lively 
conversation. Behind a din
ing counter, hamburger 
patties sizzle on the grill 
and two gleaming ma
chines spin wine-based fro
zen margaritas. An artfully 
iced chocolate cake sits atop 
a glass pedestal on the coun

ter, like a trophy awaiting its winner.  
I glance at the chicken-fried steak covering my plate 

and make a mental note to save room for that cake. I'm at 
Jacoby's Caf6 in Melvin, about an hour east of San Angelo 
off US 87. Jacoby's has long been a favorite stop during fam
ily trips westward from Austin, and so I'm pleased to learn 
about the restaurant's recent expansion to the state capital.  
In August, Jacoby's opened its new Austin outpost on a site 
overlooking Lady Bird Lake east of 1-35.  

The history of these sister restaurants dates to the 1980s, 
when third-generation Texan Jason Jacoby took over his fam
ily ranch just west of Melvin. Jason and his wife, Kelli, soon 
opened a feed store and eventually put in a kitchen for the 
staff. "Our employees all had to drive to Brady to eat, so we

JACOBY'S 

Jacoby's Cafe is at 
103 E. Mesquite St.  

in Melvin. Hours: 

Mon-Sat 7:30-2 for 

breakfast and lunch, 

Fri-Sat 5-9 for dinner.  

Call 325/286-4244; 
www.jacobyfeed.com.  

Jacoby's Restaurant 

and Mercantile is at 
3235 E. Cesar Chavez 

in Austin. Hours: 

Tue-Sat 5-6:30 for 

happy hour and 

5-10 for dinner. Call 

512/366-5808; www.  
jacobysaustin.com.

started fixing meals," Jason says. "Ev
erybody took turns cooking lunch. In 
2002, we added a commercial kitchen 
and started serving meals to the public." 

The d6cor is simple: plain tables and 

chairs, a row of booths, and black-and

white family photos on the barnwood 

walls. A bank of windows behind the 

dining counter looks out on a row of 

dusty pick-ups, the feed-business silos 

rising behind them. On the menu, sal

ads and sandwiches, half-pound burg

ers, and diner classics like chicken-fried 

steak draw diners ranging from tourists 

to area ranchers. The caf6's beef comes 

from the family ranching operation, in

cluding the rib-eyes and other popular 

cuts that are available on Friday and 

Saturday nights.  

Jason and Kelli's oldest son, Adam, 
worked at the restaurant as a teen

ager and enjoyed connecting with 

people from all walks of life. "It was 

a place where everybody was happy



and enjoying themselves. That really 

hooked me," Adam says.  

After graduating from The Univer

sity of Texas at Austin, Adam settled in 

the capital city with the idea of replicat

ing his family restaurant in his adopted 

hometown. He soon met interior designer 

Kris Swift, who shared Adam's passion 

for Texas history and the importance of 

community; together, they created Jaco

by's Restaurant and Mercantile.  

The Austin restaurant incorporates 

the feel and the flavors of the original.  

Corrugated tin salvaged in Melvin cov

ers the roof, and cedar posts reclaimed 

from the Jacoby ranch flank the main 

entrance. Bricks from an old Melvin 

bank grace a dining room wall, and a 

ceiling fashioned from reclaimed barn

wood creates a cozy ambiance.  

The Austin menu echoes the menu 

in Melvin, as well, plus new additions 

such as shrimp-and-grits and family

style sides such as collard greens and 

macaroni-and-cheese with seasonal 

beer from neighbor Live Oak Brewery.  

You'll also find vegetarian offerings like 

dumplings filled with pumpkin and goat 

cheese. The beef still comes from Jacoby 

cows, of course, and lamb, goat, wild 

boar, and venison are offered seasonally.  

Adam hopes the Austin location will 

become a gathering place for its East 

Austin neighborhood just as the original 

Jacoby's has become in Melvin. "People 

in Austin really appreciate that we are 

continuing our family legacy and that 

we've stayed true to our roots," he says.  

On a typical Friday night, strings 

of party lights and candles flickering 

in hobnail glasses lend a festive atmo

sphere to the deck, where the tables and 

dining counter are full. My group starts 

off with an appetizer of deep-fried okra, 
Brussels sprouts, and cauliflower, an 

Austin riff on the fried okra, pickles, 

and onion rings served in Melvin. Later, 

the waiter whisks away the empty bas

ket and sets a plate in front of me bear

ing an enormous burger. One bite of the 

juicy, flavorful Jacoby's beef patty and 

I'm a convert.  

And tonight, I'll get the cake to go. *
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UPTOWN SWRL IN DOWNTOWN BRENHAM 

JANUARY I I 2 0 15 3M-1pm 
Vol(\ $30* * 50+ WINES TO TASTE! 

Join us for a day of Swirling around our courthouse square and 
enjoy wines from Texas and around the world! Relax and take a breather 

after the holiday frenzy. Just $30. Keepsake glasses available while supplies last.  

Your glass is your entry to the Swirl. Purchase online at: 

DowntownBrenham.com/Swirl 
Pick up your glass the day of the event at the gazebo in Downtown Brer ham.  

Come Play and Stay the Weekend 
Plan a weekend of fun.Tons of great things to see and do during your visit.  

For more information contact us at: VisitBrenhamTexas.com or 1-800-509-1752 
We're conveniently located on Highway 290 halfway between Houston and Austin.
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Pizz Pefcto 
A TATE F PASIO AT ABO A PSIO 

tex by Christine.ardner

VINEYARD SCENERY 
Chef Simon 

Webster toasts 
another beautiful 

East Texas 
morning at Saber 

a Pasion. his 
vineyard, bed-and

breakfast, and 
restaurant 

in Palestine.

ATHERED WITH A DOZEN OR SO FELLOW 
diners around a wood-fired pizza oven beneath a 
grove of oak trees in the rolling hills near Palestine, I 
take a bite of perfect Neapolitan pizza and am trans
ported to Southern Italy. Thanks to the high heat of 
the oven, the crust is crisp yet airy, the fresh mozza
rella bubbly, and the tomato sauce rich and practically 
caramelized. With a scattering of basil leaves and pa
per-thin slices of prosciutto di Parma, this is pizza 
that rivals the pies I enjoyed while living in Italy and 

apprenticing with a chef from Naples.  
But Chef Simon Webster, the dreamer behind Sabor a Pasion Estate & Vineyard 

and its popular Restaurant Aubergine, is not from Italy. He was born in England 
and raised in New Zealand, and his menu, which changes according to what's fresh 
in the gardens, reflects the influence of the places he has lived and cooked.  

Although it's only five minutes from Palestine, the property affords a sense of se
clusion and escape. The narrow, winding road that leads to the estate is lined with

SABOR A PASION 
ESTATE & VINEYARD 
is at 110 CR 406 
in Palestine. Dining at 

Restaurant Aubergine 

is by reservation only.  

Call 903/729-9500; 
www.sabor 

apasion.com.

22 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2015 PH OTO: @ Christine Gardner



TRAVEL 

dogwoods and pine trees, and just about 
the time you think you might be lost, a 
"Sabor a Pasion" sign assures you that 
you're on the right track. A long drive
way, flanked by pastures where horses 
graze, curves up a hill, revealing two 
wooden cabins, a low-slung ranch house 
and restaurant, and acres of vineyards.  

While living in England, Simon was 
an avid gardener, and he's done his best 
to re-create his English gardens in the 
acidic soils of East Texas. In the spring
time, herbs spill from repurposed 
wine barrels, and rough-hewn fences 
brighten with trailing roses, passion
flower and honeysuckle vines, black
eyed Susans, and azaleas. Still more 
vines drape across the deck and patio 
of the restaurant, and at the end of a 
brick pathway, a rustic wooden table
dubbed the Tuscan Table-seats 14.  

After completing his culinary train
ing in New Zealand in the 1980s, Simon 
worked in kitchens in England, Fiji, 
Spain, and Scotland before moving to 
Derbyshire to open his own restaurant 
and catering company. After 11 years, 
he sold the restaurant to become a chef 
for British Midland Airways and spent 
three years serving first-class passen
gers on transatlantic flights from Man
chester to Chicago and Washington, D.C.  

But ultimately, life as a jet-setter chef 
didn't suit him. He missed gardening and 
spending time outdoors, and soon began 
looking for property in Virginia, Califor
nia, or Texas, dreaming of opening a bed
and-breakfast, restaurant, and vineyard.  
And as it turned out, the 26 acres he found 
near Palestine reminded him of an es
tate near his family's home in Auckland.  

"When I first walked up the long, 
curved drive, it just felt comfortable," 
says Simon. "It was different than any
thing I had looked at, and the scenery 
was inviting." Simon opened Sabor a 
Pasion in spring of 2004 with a small 
restaurant and two bed-and-breakfast 
rooms, then gradually expanded the 
business over the next decade to include 
a 200-person ballroom, additional lodg
ing, and a vineyard planted with La
manto and Blanc du Bois grapes. He
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TRAVEL 

celebrated his first harvests in 2013 
and 2014 with grape stomps and some 

small-batch winemaking-summer

time events that he plans to repeat an

nually. Commercial winemaking isn't 

in the cards just yet.  

In the springtime, herbs 
spill from repurposed wine 
barrels, and rough-hewn fences 
brighten with trailing roses, 
passionflower and honeysuckle 
vines, and azaleas.  

"The vineyard is a beautiful back

drop for events, especially weddings, 

but we're not quite ready to become a 
full-fledged winery," says Simon.  

Visitors come to the Palestine area 

for year-round excursions on the Texas 

State Railroad, the Palestine Dogwood 

Trails Festival in March, and to explore 

the town's historic homes and down

town historic district. But staying in 

the Sabor a Pasion B&B, and reserving 

a day or two to relax in the forest scen

ery, can be a treat in itself. With a pair of 

rocking chairs on each patio, guests can 

enjoy an early coffee while watching the 

sunrise over the grapevines.  

There are several customizable pack

ages that can be added to your stay, too: 

A romance package can include choco

lates, flowers, and champagne; and a spa 

package might include yoga classes, in

room massages, facials, or manicures.  

Chef Webster also offers private cook

ing classes for couples and small groups, 

with topics ranging from pizza-making 

and international desserts to handmade 

pasta and easy sauces.  

"We do so many things-dinners, 

luncheons, weddings, vineyard events, 

private parties, cooking classes, out

side catering-whatever is necessary 

to create an amazing experience for 

people," Simon says. "People come 

here for dinner or the weekend to get 

away from all the noise of everyday 

life. They feel at home and wish they 

could stay longer." *
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How Sweet It Is! 
GET JUICED AT GRANNY CLARE'S CITRUS IN HARLINGEN 

text by Eileen Mattei

EOPLE TASTING FRESH-SQUEEZED 
orange and grapefruit juices from 
the Rio Grande Valley often use 
adjectives such as "luscious" and 
"ambrosial." With its heavenly taste, 
aroma, and color, Texas citrus 
reaches tree-ripened perfection.  

While pick-it-yourself citrus 
groves in the Rio Grande Valley 
have all but disappeared, a few or

chards still make oranges and grapefruit available at farm
stands on site. My favorite is Granny Clare's Citrus at Rio Pride 
Orchards in Harlingen, which sells just-picked fruit and fresh
squeezed juices to customers from mid-October to early April.  
The orchard's founders, the late Clare and Bill Braden, planted 

'CRT&,~

GRANNY CLARE'S 
CITRUS 
is at 14748 Hoss Ln., 

Harlingen. Call 
956/423-1191 or see 
www.grannyclares 

citrusatriopride 
orchards.com.

the grove with Rio Star red grapefruit 
and Marrs oranges after freezes in the 
1980s destroyed less-hardy varieties.  
Today, Rio Pride's 5,000 citrus trees 

produce about 500 tons of fruit each 
year, most of it sold either at the orchard 
or via its online store.  

"People back home in Michigan 
can't figure out why I don't drink or
ange juice there. Then they come here 
and drink real orange juice," says Dee 
Lambert, a Winter Texan buying a 
half-gallon of juice fresh-squeezed 
from Marrs oranges. "We can't get real 
grapefruit in Michigan either, so I take 

30 to 40 pounds of grapefruit when I 

head back north." 

In February and March, 
the intoxicating scent of citrus 
blossoms immerses the region 

in natural aromatherapy.  

Valley native Maggie Briones runs 
Granny Clare's storefront and helps 
prepare citrus juices and fruit sections.  
"We only sell what we grow, so we know 
the quality of the fruit is tops," she says.  
Her brother Robert Badillo oversees the 

50-acre orchard, which is bordered by 
rustling Washingtonia palms, a cold
hardy tree that often reaches 80 feet 
tall. In February and March, the intoxi
cating scent of citrus blossoms immerses 
the region in natural aromatherapy.  

Granny Clare's six-foot-tall juicing 
machine squeezes out the juice and 
pulp, leaving the seeds behind. "Marrs 
oranges are very sweet and juicy, but 
they are hard to peel," Maggie explains.  
The shop sells almost 100 half-gallon 
jugs of orange juice weekly, and al
most-as much grapefruit juice. Because
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the Valley's hot days and warm nights 
allow the citrus to manufacture more 
sugars, Texas fruits are sweeter than 
those grown elsewhere.  

Commercial citrus in the Rio Grande 
Valley dates to the early years of the 
20th Century, when businessman John 
Shary bought 16,000 acres around Mis
sion and planted white grapefruit trees.  
He shipped the first railcars of citrus 
north in 1923. Other farmers followed 
with more grapefruit and orange trees, 
until the Valley's citrus crop peaked in 
the 1940s with more than 100,000 acres 
in production. A natural mutation pro
duced a red grapefruit, and the Texas 
Ruby Red became the nation's first pat
ented grapefruit in 1934.  

Beginning in the 1950s, researchers 
like Dr. Richard Hensz at what is now 
the Citrus Center at Texas A&M-Kings
ville in Weslaco developed redder and 
redder varieties. In the 1960s, Valley 
citrus marketers decided to emphasize

xx'

SUNSET MARGARITA 

3oz. red grapefruitjuice 

-1 oz. lime juice 

-2.5 oz. triple sec 

2 oz. tequila 

In a cocktail shaker loaded with ice, 
shake juices and liquors, then strain and 

serve over ice in a salt-rimmed glass.  

Garnish with a slice of grapefruit.

their sweet red grapefruit, leading to the 
Star Ruby (1970) and Rio Red (1984). In 

1993, Governor Ann Richards signed 
a resolution designating the red grape
fruit as the official state fruit.  

Today, most Texas grapefruit is sold 
under the trademarked names Rio Star 
and Sweet Scarlett. And while modern 
Texas citrus crops cover only 27,000

ARTS & CRAFTS P0"" 
. - -& MOk,&

acres, fans believe that Texas fruit has 
more consistent flavor than fruit grown 
in other states. Even Floridians visit 
Granny Clare's for Texas grapefruit.  

Citrus connoisseurs-locals and 
seasonal residents alike-flood into 
Granny Clare's open-front stand in sea
son seeking juice, citrus sections, and 
bags of Rio Star grapefruit and navel 
oranges. In the Rio Grande Valley, 
home citrus-juicers are as common as 
barbecue grills.  

Not all citrus juice comes in a pitcher.  
"Juice in a wedge" is Harlingen resident 
Gray Sullivan's description of Granny 
Clare's citrus sections. "You can get a 
mouthful in a minute," he says, paying 
$9 for an artfully arranged, three-pound 
plate of grapefruit sections protected 
by a clear plastic dome. A woman buy
ing four plates of citrus sections says, "I 
eat them for breakfast and sometimes 
for dinner in salads. My children and 
grandchildren love the sections." 

I taste one, and the glistening wedges, 
plump with juice, seem to melt in my 
mouth, with no bitter and chewy mem
branes to detract from the pure burst 
of flavor. Maggie shows me how to sec
tion a Rio Star grapefruit: She first 
uses a sharp fillet knife to peel and 
trim the fruit into a juicy red ball, then 
slides a paring knife around the white 
membranes to release a perfect sec
tion every second or two. "You have to 
have a very sharp knife or your fruit 
will get ragged," Maggie says, as she 
pops another section free. "It's really 
quite easy." During the winter, she has 
a full-time, three-person crew prepar
ing nothing but citrus plates of red and 
white grapefruit and orange wedges for 
local aficionados.  

By late-March, with much of the cit
rus sold, Maggie teases her customers 
that they will be going cold turkey as 
soon as the fresh juice runs out. It's a 
long, long wait until October. * 

MAKE IT! 
Grapefruit pie recipe at 
texashighways.com/drink.
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The 
DISTANCE 

to PORT 
ARTHUR

CLASSIC JANIS 
The Museum qf 
the Gulf Coast 

displays a replica 

of Port Arthur 

native Janis 
Joplin's colorful 

Porsche.

4 Houston 
90 miles; 
1.5 hours

Dallas 
300 miles; 
4.5 hours

San Antonio 
285 miles; 

4 hours

El Paso 
830 miles; 

11 hours

OR A MUSIC FAN LIKE ME, ONE PARTICULARLY GOOD 
reason to visit Port Arthur is the blues-rock singer Janis Jop
lin. Though she died in 1970 at age 27, the powerful and flam
boyant vocalist remains this city's most famous native and, 
thanks to a fantastic exhibit at its Museum of the Gulf Coast, 
the focal point of a significant tourist attraction.  

The permanent exhibit features a full-sized replica of 
Joplin's 1965 Porsche coupe, colorfully decorated with hand

painted psychedelia, a vivid reminder of the hippie spirit Joplin came to embody
and the commercial success she achieved before a deadly accidental overdose.  

But this archive of collectibles also offers more to ponder about Janis. There's a 
multi-headed bronze bust, mounted on a marble pedestal, comprising five life-size 
versions of Joplin's face. Glass cases along the walls display rare posters, album

28 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2015

Amarillo 
685 miles; 
9.75 hours

PORT ARTHUR 
For Port Ardmr 

travel and lodging 
information, call the 
Port Arthur Convention 

& Visitors Bureau, 

800/235-7822: 
www.visitport 
arthurtx.com.  

PHOTOS: Will van Overbeek
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covers, copious personal photographs, 

and poignant handwritten notes. Sev

eral of Joplin's paintings reveal that 

she first aspired to visual artistry be

fore singing her way into history. A 

longtime fan, I linger over each item for 

new insight into te enigmatic singer.  

Given its location in the extreme 

southeastern corner of Texas and its 

status as an industrial hub, Port Arthur 

might escape the attention of some lei

sure travelers. But Port Arthur and its 

neighboring burgs have charms to offer, 

especially for devotees of cultural his

tory and music, as well as a coastal envi

ronment that's rich with opportunities 

for fishing, bird watching, and boating.  
Incorporated in 1898, Port Ar

thur changed forever with the 1901

discovery of oil at Spindletop Hill near 

Beaumont. The petroleum industry has 

ruled the region's economy ever since, 

as evidenced by the many refineries 

and petrochemical plants in the area.  

Oil money fueled the construction of 

the architecturally impressive build

ings that make up much of the central 

business district along Port Arthur's 

Procter Street, such as the now-empty 

1929 Beaux-Arts-style Hotel Sabine.  

While Port Arthur's downtown has 

been partly vacated as businesses have 

moved farther inland, revitalization ef

forts are underway. The refurbished 

Classical Revival-style 1930 First Na

tional Bank building is reopening in 

January 2015, and the city recently built 

the Downtown Procter Street Pavilion, 

which hosts the city's annual Mardi 

Gras celebration and other events.  

The Museum of the Gulf Coast is 

downtown, too. While the museum's 

focus encompasses the upper Gulf 

Coast from east of Houston to west of 

New Orleans, its special emphasis is 

the Texas "Golden Triangle" defined 

by Port Arthur, Beaumont, and Or

ange. The 39,000-square-foot facility 

offers an eclectic mix of permanent 

exhibitions ranging from natural his

tory to popular culture. On the ground 

level, a spectacular mural and diorama, 
two stories tall and 125 feet long, sum

marizes the region's history in a single 

view-from volcanoes and dinosaurs to 

Native American tribes, European ex

plorers, the Civil War Battle of Sabine 

Pass, and the oil gushers of Spindletop.  

Upstairs, there are galleries devoted 

to seashells; decorative arts; the mixed

media artist Robert Rauschenberg, a 

Port Arthur native whose genre-blend

ing innovations helped define post

modern painting; and sports legends, 

CRAB'CUE 
Oner Kiim Tacher 

shows off the popular 
BBQ crabs at Sartin s 

Seafood in Nederland.

Port Arthur and its 
neighboring burgs have 
charms to offer, especially 
for devotees of cultural 
history and music, as well 
as a coastal environment 
that's rich with opportunities 
for fishing, bird watching, 
and boating.  

such as former Dallas Cowboys coach 

Jimmy Johnson, another native. But 

the museum's largest and most visited 

wing is its Music Hall of Fame.  

For me, it's an exhilarating gold mine 

of memories and insights extending 

far beyond Janis Joplin. Document

ing the careers of more than 60 artists 

and groups, the exhibits commemo

rate the musical talent that emerged 

from this area to reach international 

acclaim. Using memorabilia, photo

graphs, text, and interactive audio-vi

sual touchscreens, the museum cele

brates the legacies of local musicians 

like Saratoga-born country crooner 

George Jones; early pop-rock dynamo 

"The Big Bopper," who was born J.P.  

Richardson in Sabine Pass and perished 

in a tragic 1959 plane crash along with 

I'
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Buddy Holly and Ritchie Valens; blues
man Clarence "Gatemouth" Brown, 
who famously sang that he was "born 
in Louisiana and raised on the Texas 
side;" zydeco monarch Clifton Chenier, 
a Louisianan and former Port Arthur 
resident; blues-rocking brothers Johnny 
and Edgar Winter from Beaumont; and 
the rap duo known as UGK (Under
ground Kings), a self-made Port Arthur 
outfit that rose to the top of the hip-hop 
world in the late '90s and early 2000s.  

"Who really knows what's in an area 
that drives a phenomenon like that?"

says museum Director David Beard, re

ferring to the Golden Triangle's remark

able concentration of musical talent.  

"A quirk of geography? The economic 

booms of the petroleum industry that at

tracted people from all over the country, 

bringing with them whatever lineage or 

talents that sprang up with the next gen

eration? It's anybody's guess." 

Various styles of Janis Joplin T-shirts 

and related souvenirs, including bricks 

salvaged from her childhood home, 

constitute much of the inventory in 

the museum gift shop. Clearly this

Itil
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BUU MON TEMPLE 
The garden of the 
Bun Mon Buddhist 
Temple features lush 
greenery, fi shponds, 
and a Buddha statue.  

countercultural icon is the institution's 

most popular draw. In fact, according 

to Beard, most visitors from beyond 

the region, especially foreigners, ar

rive here specifically on Janis Joplin 

pilgrimages.  

When it comes to outdoor activities, 

locals point to abundant fishing (red

fish, flounder, and speckled trout) and 
crabbing opportunities at places like Sa

bine Lake; the piers on Pleasure Island; 

the Neches River; Sea Rim State Park; 

and the Gulf of Mexico. Located on the 

Central Flyway, the Port Arthur area 

commonly attracts migratory birds, 

particularly at the Texas Point and 

McFaddin national wildlife refuges
also home to the state's densest concen

tration of alligators.  

For a taste of seaside cuisine, I head a 

few miles northwest on Twin City High

way to Nederland, home of Sartin's Sea

food, a casual eatery with rustic decor.  

Sartin's is famous for its signature "BBQ 

Crabs." Actually deep-fried in a spicy

salty Cajun seasoning mix, the crabs are 

served on large platters accompanied by 

metal buckets for shell disposal.  

The next day, I visit the gardens of 

Port Arthur's Buu Mon Buddhist Tem

ple, renowned for its annual lotus fes

tival (celebrated the first weekend of 

June) but accessible year-round by re

quest. Established in Beaumont in 1980 

as the area's first Buddhist center, the 

Buu Mon temple moved to Orange and 

then Port Arthur, where it was dedi

cated in 1987. In the gardens, amid the 

sound of water falling into well-tended 

pools, I observe koi fish and water lilies.  

Abbot Tri Quang, a Vietnamese monk, 

guides me to a plaza featuring a 25-foot

tall golden-hued statue of the Buddha.  

Later, I drive a few miles north into

I
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the town of Groves for a visit to Larry's 
French Market & Cajun Restaurant.  
The Cajun seafood buffet and other 
menu options like steak, chicken, and 
crawfish are obviously popular in this 
packed house, but I've come to witness 
singer Jivin' Gene. In the Music Hall of 
Fame at the Museum of the Gulf Coast, 
I had read about his 1959 breakthrough 
recordings, including "Breaking Up is 
Hard to Do." Now I am entranced by his 
live renditions of those and other songs.  
Jivin' Gene belts out swamp-pop classics 
to an enthusiastic audience, especially 
the many couples, young and old, who 
crowd the dance floor.  

Located on the Central 
Flyway, the Port Arthur area 
commonly attracts migratory 
birds, particularly at the 
Texas Point and McFaddin 
national wildlife refuges-also 
home to the state's densest 
concentration of alligators.  

The venue's proprietor, Larry Judice, 
emphasizes family history, locally 
sourced fresh seafood, and live music 
(Thursday through Saturday nights) 
as keys to his success. "When we have 
the bands," he says, "it's just like a 
fais-do-do, a Cajun house party, with all 
the different generations passing a good 
time together." 

Indeed, as I depart, I relish the sense 
of community at the southeastern tip 
of Texas, where the steamy, gumbo
like blend of culture, industry, and 
ocean creates a travel experience you're 
not likely to find anywhere else in 
the state. * 

MARDIGRAS 
Port Arthur hosts one of Texas' biggest 
Mardi Gras celebrations, taking place Feb
ruary 12-15 this year. Call 409/721-8717; 
www.mardigras.portarthur.com.

THE BEACH 
IS CALLING.  

ANSWER 
YOUR OTHER 

LINEN
V; lk '

FEBRUARY 19-22 2015 
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and Spirit 
at Hilltop Gardens 

Text by Eileen 

To order a print of the photo at left, call 866/962-ii9t, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com. JANUA RY 2015 |texashighways.com 33
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TRANQUIL TROPICALITY 
Right and.ftcing page: A lush 

pathway leads to the visitor 
center; a blooming powder puff 

tree arches over the Sensory 
Walk: and the entrance sign 

extols Hilltop's claim tofame.

in the tropically landscaped oasis of 

Hilltop Gardens, I feel sheltered from 

the world by palms, hibiscus, and 

birds of paradise. The Inn at Hilltop, a 

Mexican Colonial/Mediterranean-style 

B&B, perches on a rise at the Rio Grande 

Valley site west of Lyford, surrounded 

by fields of aloe vera, vegetables, and 

sugarcane. It's a magnet for those seek

ing a warm and tranquil winter haven.  

Hilltop's 12 acres of botanical gar

dens contain one of the nation's largest 

public collections of aloes-more than 

200 species expertly landscaped and la

beled-along with sensory gardens and 

a healing garden, shaded by royal poin

ciana, wild olive, and orange-and-yel

low-bloomed caesalpinia trees.  

In 1939, Lee Ewald and her husband 

Sherman bought 100 acres to start 

Hilltop Garden Nursery, placing their 

house on the miniature hilltop. When 

Ewald saw workers breaking off leaves 

from aloe vera in the gardens around 

the house and rubbing the transparent 

gel on wounds, she began researching 

the succulent plant, sometimes called 

"relief in a leaf." The Ewalds started 

their commercial aloe farm-among 

the first in the country-that same year.  

One of the first documentations of al

oe's healing properties dates to more 

than 3,500 years ago in Egypt. Trans

planted to the Americas with early 

Spanish explorers, aloe became part of 

the folk medicine of many cultures and 

was used to treat cuts, burns, and in

sect bites. After experimenting to find 

a stable formula for aloe gel, Ewald and 

HELLO ALOE 
Previous spread: Hilltop 
Gardensfeatures 50 acres of 
commercial aloe verafields 
and a Mexican Colonial
style B&B, complete with 
a pool and palapa.

34 texashighways.coin I JANUARY 2015

her daughters, chemist Phyllis Schmidt 
and physician Ann Bates, pioneered the 
use of aloe gel in cosmetics with Phyl
lisann Lee Sales brand aloe creams in 

1959. Their aloe products soon included 
baby lotion, shampoo, aftershave, and 
suntan lotions.  

Today, 50 acres of aloe vera and more 
than 250 palm trees border the road that 
leads my husband Guy and me up to the 
two-story inn's carved wooden doors.  
The white stucco exterior, red-tile roof, 
and lush bougainvillea remind us of 
Hacienda Santa Engracia, a 200-year
old retreat near Ciudad Victoria, Mex
ico, that we used to visit for peace and 
pampering. Hilltop's B&B captures the 
old hacienda's serenity with high ceil
ings crossed with wooden vigas, cool 
Saltillo tile floors, French doors admit
ting filtered light, colorful pottery, and 
carved armoires and tables. The Texas 
version includes a hibiscus bouquet in 
our tropical garden-themed room.  

After we discover the palapa, an 
opened-sided, thatched cabana over
looking the heated pool in the B&B's pri
vate garden, we grab our Nooks. I drape 
myself on a cushioned rattan couch in 
the palapa and listen to the sounds of 
breeze-blown bamboo, green jays, and 
water cascading into the pool.  

The B&B welcomed its first guests 
in 2012, 24 years after a Korean
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corporation took over the farm (it's now part of the Econet fam

ily of companies). Hilltop later built the visitor center and pub

lic botanical and aloe gardens, and added organic vegetables 

to the commercial aloe fields. The gardens close to the public 

at 4:30 p.m., but inn guests can roam the grounds by moon

light and low-wattage lights. That evening, we paddle in the 

pool with stars twinkling overhead. The silence is broken by 

cicadas and a screech owl's trill.  

Two walls of windows showcase the pool, banana trees, 

and ferns as we settle in the breakfast room with Joseph Kim, 

Hilltop's executive vice president. He talks about the 517 certi

fied organic acres surrounding the B&B, where Hilltop grows 

Swiss chard, kale, cilantro, and other greens sold under the 

"Plantation Produce" label in Texas and on the East Coast. A 

bowl of diced fresh fruit starts our breakfasts of eggs, potatoes, 

bacon, and toast. The slightly tart jelly is made from Hilltop 

grapes and sweetened with agave nectar.  

Paul Thornton, the botanical garden manager, guides us 

through the different gardens as buff-bellied hummingbirds 

dart about, feasting on native plants. At the Memorial Aloe 

Garden, 220 different aloes are identified by their African 

country of origin and common names like tiger tooth aloe, 

rocket aloe, red hot poker, and jeweled aloe.  

"In a species garden, it's all about the differences: color, 
texture, shape, and bloom style," Paul explains. Plump, nar

row, striped, streaked, spotted, huge, twisted, and delicate 

aloe leaves characterize different specimens from Zambia, 
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220 different 
aloes are 
identified by 
their African 
country of 
origin and 
common 
names like 
t er tooth 
a 0e, rocket 
aloe, red hot 
poker, and 
jeweled aloe.  

ALLEY OASIS 
acinq paqe: Guests 
t The Inn at Hilltop 
ardens can reserve 
ne of three bedrooms 
r a suite. or rent 
e entire house. Left 
nd above: Rochet 
loe and buff-bellied 
ummingbirds 
nd their vibrance 
the Memorial 
loe Garden.

For dinner, head northeast to 

RAYMONDVILLE3 CASA BLANCA RESTAURANT 
(956/689-3230). a local Extire with a 

friendly vibe and the bes- S:jtae-n fr ed 

chicken around. Or try the juiy 'arr

burgers at the BOOTCOMPANYBAR &GRILL 
(956/689-385D).  

Part of the LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY 
NATIONAL WILtLIFE REFUGE., three fabled 

salt lakes fan rorth of Hi itop. From the 

junction of Texas 186 and Tex~a 1761, 
head north to the interpretive 'iosk at 

East Lake or La Sal Blana. A::essible 

only by foot, the wi dlife -efuge's ake is 

a little more than a mile down 3 caliche 

track bordered by a "Wanch for Ocelot" 

sign, yucca, aid mesqu te. Also watch 

for nilgai, dee-, quail, and croove-billed 

anis. What looks like a snowfie'd is all 

salt, 99.9 percent pure. Tie sait crunches 

underfoot as you trek across the hard, 

white surface and the salt crystals 

sparkle like glass shards. At points, your 

eet sink into soft salt, and the footp-ints 

-apidly fill up with brihe. An under

ground salt dome pushes up die salt, 

which has supplied Native Americans, 

Spanish pioneers, and \alley ranchers.  

www.fws.gov/southwest'reiqes. .  

JANUARY 2015 I t aAiwghways.ccm 37



The ardens_ 
an particu
larly the innI 

ad are geare 
to adults.  

although a 
children's 

garden with 
a small rock- 1 

rimmed pond 
welcomes 

well-behaved 4 
youngsters.  

South Africa, and Madagascar. Some grow 40 feet tall, while 
others creep along the ground. I love the aloe that looks like 
arm-wrestling octopuses.  

The sensory gardens that circle the visitor center form aver
dant mini-jungle. Local citrus and palms interspersed with 
Hawaiian and Filipino plants crowd the curving paths where 
we see, touch, and smell plumbago, Turk's cap, guava, chile 
pequin, and dragon fruit cactus. The walled Healing Garden, 
centered by a long reflecting pool and rimmed by fragrant 
basil and rosemary, offers a quiet refuge for mind, body, and 
spirit. The gardens, and particularly the inn, are geared to 
adults, although a children's garden with a small rock-rimmed 
pond welcomes well-behaved youngsters.  

In the Hilltop Gardens gift shop, we stock up on whole leaf 
aloe gel and moisturizer, and then step into the visitor center, 
built on the footprint of the Ewalds' farmhouse to preserve 
the tropical gardens. A video covers Hilltop's aloe and organic 
farms, showing the seasonal cycle, and I pause to reflect on the 
traveler's oasis that Hilltop Gardens has become. Much like 
the healing properties of the aloe lining the fields around us, 
we are soothed and restored by this tropical getaway. * 

Eileen Mattei, who has been exploring the Valley's cultural 

and natural history for 22 years. heeps aloe vera plantsfor her 
family's cuts and burns. Valley resident Larry Ditto wonders 
if Eden has been rediscovered at Hilltop Gardens. An incredible 
diversity offlowers and tropical vegetation awaits those who 
stroll its beautifully manicured pathways." he says.
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TIME TO UNWIND 
Clockwise from 
facing page: 
Hilltop's gift shop 
offers bath and 
beauty products.  
art pieces. and 
books on garden
ing and nature.  
Therned sensory 
pathways connect 
due gardens sur
rounding the in e.  
whichfeatures 

carved doors.  
colorful pottery, 
Saltillo tile, and 
splendid views of 
the tropical setting.

THE WILLACY COUNTY HISIORICAL MUSEUM 
(956/689-2668, hoLsed in a 1927 rick 

school in Raymondvi le, gives glimpses 
of the deep South Texas f-ontier. Vlifflin 
Kenedy, who made his fortune running 
Rio Grande steamboats during and after 

the Civil War, astablisked his La Parra 
Ranch nearby. Artifacts include the 30

pound metal vest Kenedy wore for pro
tection (from bushwhackers and bandits), 
sidesaddles, a rug of 10 coyote slkins, aid 
two battered but beautiful terra cotta 
roundels in the style of 15th-Century 

Italian sculptor Luca della Robbia.  

Also on display is a segment o' La Parra's 
hand-hewn cypress Ferce and gate, 
which crossed the Corous Christi -Alice

Brownsville stagecoach road unt 11904.  

Don't miss the museums 1545 astro

labe, the worIc's oldest example of the an
cient navigatic n too!. It was recovered in 

1967 along wit- other treasures from :he 
1554 wreck of Espiritu Santo, one of three 
Spanish cargo ships that sank in a sto-m 

cue east of he-c off South Padre Island.  
Take time to cruise down county roads 

Lnder some 300 wind turbines, whi:F 

look like unsynchronized swin-me-s, :hree 
arms flailing away in :he southeas: breeze.  

-EA/ee,7 Mactei

ESSENTIALS 

HILLTOP 
GARDENS 
Hilltop Garcens is at 100 Lee Lane in 

Lyford. Open Tue-Sat 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  

For admission fees. irformatior about 

guided group tours, details on Hilltop's 

signature aloe vera products. or rates and 

reservations at Ths I-n at Hi tcp Gardens, 
call 956/262-2176, ext. 136; www.hill cop 

garden.com For information about 

visiting the area, call the Raymoidvil e 
Chamber of Commerce at 956,589-1864; 

www.raymondvilleck arrber.com.  
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of deep East Texas, it's hard to believe that the pristine forests the piL ooking up into the thick pine canopy 
oneers encountered here are long gone. Loggers harvested the bulk 
of the virgin Piney Woods about a century ago during a bonanza 

that revolutionized the region with an influx of newcomers and industry. Little 
remains of the bonanza days, but travelers can immerse themselves in the era 
at local museums and historic sites-and by exploring new forests that have re
claimed some of their old ground.  

A good example is the Aldridge Sawmill Historic Site at the Angelina Na
tional Forest in Jasper County. The ruins of a few concrete buildings are all 
that remain of the mill, which operated from about 1906 to 1918. The sawmill 
anchored a company town of nearly 600 people along the Neches River. Now, 
loblolly pines and sycamore trees have muscled their way up among the mill's 
foundation blocks and in the old railroad bed.  

"When you see old pictures of sawmill towns, all you see are stumps, because 
pretty much every tree was cut down," says Jonathan Gerland, director of The 
History Center in nearby Diboll. "What you see here today is a big difference." 

Because the Aldridge mill site is now within the National Forest, the ruins 
have been mostly left alone, Gerland notes, which subjects them to frequent 
graffiti but also protects them from being bulldozed. "This is what I like to see," 
Gerland says, pointing to the forest's regrowth. "It's a railroad grade with a big 
pine tree growing up in the middle of it. The railroad was what facilitated the 
harvest of its ancestors." 

The route that linked Aldridge to timber markets in Dallas, Beaumont, and 
beyond now serves as part of the Sawmill Hiking Trail, a 2.5-mile path be
tween Aldridge and Boykin Springs Recreation Area. The Civilian Conserva
tion Corps developed the recreation area in the 1930s, including a pine-fringed 
lake for swimming and fishing, campsites, and picnic areas. Near the lake, ar
tesian springs pour cool and clear from a sandstone bluff over Boykin Creek, 
which flows into the Neches.  

Meandering along Boykin Creek, the sandy hiking trail passes through an 
understory of yaupon, sweet gum, and white oak. Loggers once trudged these 
woods to harvest the four-foot diameter longleaf pine trees that dominated the 
forest. Two men called sawyers worked opposite ends of a crosscut saw, felling 
the trees and removing their limbs; teams of mules or oxen dragged the logs to 
wagons or the train spur, which took the timber to the mill.  

"It was a lot of hand-to-hand work," Gerland explains. "Nowadays, no human 
hand touches a board until it's in Lowe's or Home Depot. It's all machines. In 
those days, you wrapped chains on by hand, you had to work with the animals, 
and it was a lot more labor intensive." 

Aldridge was one of more than 1,000 sawmill towns that sprang up in East 
Texas during the timber bonanza, which began after the Civil War and contin
ued until the Great Depression, Gerland says. Abundant pine forests, the ex
pansion of railroads throughout East Texas, and the depletion of softwood for
ests in the Northeast United States all contributed to the growth of the regional 
forest industry.  

Texas lumber production peaked in 1907, when about 550 East Texas saw
mills churned out 2.25 billion board feet, third highest in the nation that year, 
according to Sawdust Empire: The Texas Lumber Industry, 1830-1940, by Rob
ert S. Maxwell and Robert D. Baker. Driven largely by population growth and 
western expansion, the bonanza collapsed with the onset of the Great Depres
sion, which happened to coincide with the clear-cutting of most of East Texas' 
old-growth forests.
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FORESTRY 
IN MOTION 

The History Center 
in Diboll chronicles 
the history of the East 
Texas timber industry, 

including a restored 
1920 Texas Southeast
ern Railroad locomo
tive. Below, a steam
driven log loader 
at work in Trinity 

County, 1907.

But the timber industry didn't disappear. While some busi

nesses moved to the Pacific Northwest, other companies 

started growing pine trees on clear-cut land and adopted ag

ricultural practices aimed at sustainability. Meanwhile, the 

economic challenges of the Great Depression prompted tim

ber companies to negotiate the sale of huge tracts of their East 

Texas holdings to the federal government, resulting in the cre

ation of four national forests: Sam Houston, Davy Crockett, 

Angelina, and Sabine.  

he forest sector is still a significant part of 

the East Texas economy, generating a direct eco

nomic impact of $5.7 billion and employing 19,000 

people in 2012, the most recent data available from the Texas 

A&M Forest Service. Log trucks piled high with fresh-cut tim

ber are a common sight on the highways of Angelina County, 

where travelers will find two museums dedicated to the tim

ber industry.  

In Diboll, a sawmill town founded by T.L.L. Temple in 1893, 
The History Center houses an industry archive, research library, 

and exhibits related to the timber industry. Temple and his de

scendants operated the region's biggest and longest-running 

local timber company until it broke up over the last several years.  

Constructed in the Craftsman style of native yellow pine 

and cypress, The History Center's exhibits tell the story of 

the Temples, Diboll, the railroads, and logging with historic 

photographs, audio recordings, and artifacts such as a weath

ered, six-foot crosscut saw. In the courtyard, visitors can climb 

aboard a restored 1920 Texas Southeastern Railroad locomo

tive and pull a rope to sound its steam-engine whistle.  

"It's said that during the peak of the timber industry, there 

was not a place in Angelina County where you could not hear 

a train whistle," Gerland says.  

Up the road about 11 miles, the Texas Forestry Museum in 

Lufkin preserves the history of the industry with exhibits of

easily digestible information, historic photographs, videos, re
stored equipment, and an outdoor walking trail.  

In the Money Trees exhibit, the Forestry Museum explains 
the many uses of pine trees, from newsprint to toilet seats.  
The display shows the historical methods of tapping trees for 
their sap to make turpentine, and how East Texas longleaf 
pine trees were used to build U.S. ships during World War I.  

In the History Wing, the museum walks through the steps 
of logging, moving, and milling lumber during the bonanza 
days. An impressive collection of historic equipment helps 
paint the picture, including a steam engine and its moving
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LOGGING MILES 

A 1946 Chevrolet 7_ 

log t ruck on d ispla y 

at the Texras Forest ry 
Museum in Lufkin.  

parts, which visitors can activate with 

the push of a button (now run by elec

tricity). Steam engines served as the 

heart of a mill by motoring the saw and 

other equipment via belts and pulleys.  

One of the tools attached to the motor 

was the sharpening machine, one of 

which is on display. Saw-sharpeners 

were a specialized group of employees 

and among the mill's most highly paid.  

'It was one of the most important jobs

JANUARY 2015 1 texashighways.com 45
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Mansion on Sawmill 
Lake provides bed-and
breakfast lodging in a 

1905 house, including 
an expansive wooden 
deck on the back.  

'OPP

N

to keep the mill running," says Rachel Collins, director of the 
Forestry Museum. "He was nicknamed 'the dentist,' because 
he worked on the teeth of the saw." 

In the Everyday Life in the Mill Town exhibit, the Forestry 
Museum recalls daily life in a remote company town. It was 
standard in sawmill towns for companies to pay their employ
ees mostly with "scrip," rather than cash. Employees could 
then exchange their scrip for goods at the company commis
sary. A register with employee charge accounts helps illus
trate the system. "The commissary had everything under one 
roof, from coffins to canned goods and castor oil," Collins says.  

Forestry Museum visitors can also see a four-foot-square 
diorama of Manning, a former sawmill town about 20 miles 
southeast of Lufkin. The Carter-Kelley Lumber Company 
built the mill in 1906 and then abandoned it after a 1935 fire.  
Most of the 1,600 residents moved away, but the Flournoy fam
ily stuck around, and in 2011, the family opened the 1905 saw
mill manager's house as a bed-and-breakfast called the Texas 
Forest Country Retreat Mansion on Sawmill Lake.

The two-story home, made of red bricks and longleaf pine, 
provides elegant country lodging, as well as an atmosphere 
rich in the history of its sawmill origins. Hefty sycamore 
trees shade the front of the house, where visitors can relax 
in a 90-year-old porch swing. In back, a wooden deck looks 
out on a rose garden and a small wedding chapel that was re
purposed from the home's old washroom. An expansive lawn 
rolls out to a patch of pine forest, which has regrown tall and 
thick since the sawmill days.  

The home's furnishings are a combination of antiques, 
Flournoy family heirlooms, and furniture selected to com
plement the historic theme. On the walls, decorations evoke 
Manning and the logging bonanza-paintings of old sawmills 
and old-growth longleaf pine forests, and a postcard showing 
the Manning sawmill fire of 1916.  

There's also a black-and-white photo of the Manning saw
mill pond chock-full of logs, which are jumbled up like giant
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THE TIMBER TRAIL 

The Texas F forestry 
Museum's artifacts 
include a 100-foot-tall 

fire tower, and below, 
an early-1900s wood 
planer (foreground) 
and mill steam engine 
(background). In the 

former sawmill town 

of Manning, the Texas 

Forest Country Retreat

/I
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pick-up sticks. Ponds were critical 

to sawmills as a water source for the 

steam engine and as a storage place for 

logs, says Bob Flournoy, who grew up on 

the property. The logs were better pre

served in water and were much easier 

to move around as they floated on the 

surface. Some of those logs sank over 

the years, and Flournoy has recovered 

several to make furniture that's used in 

the bed-and-breakfast.  

It's a short walk from the bed-and

breakfast to the 15-acre sawmill pond 

and the Manning sawmills' concrete 

ruins, which rest in thick stands of veg

etation, overgrown in muscadine grape

vines. For those interested, the folks at 

Mansion on Sawmill Lake will showyou 

around the historic ruins and explain the 

layout of the vanished mill town.  

The rivers of deep East Texas were a 

key water source for the sawmill towns 

of the bonanza era, but the rivers weren't 

used much for transporting logs after 

about 1900. In the waning days of the 

logging bonanza, conservationists recog

nized that forested river and stream cor

ridors should be protected for the sake of 

water quality and wildlife habitat; most 

timber companies today have followed

suit. As a result, floating the Neches and 
Angelina rivers is one of the best ways 
to get a look at relatively untouched por
tions of the Piney Woods landscape.  

The Davy Crockett Paddling Trail fol
lows 9.2 miles of the Neches on the east
ern border of Davy Crockett National 
Forest, with put-in and take-out points 
not far from Lufkin. Tha river flows un
hurriedly to the southeast through for
ests of pine and a panorama of hardwood 
trees-sweet gums, red oaks, willow 
oaks, and hickories, to name a few.  

In the quiet of the river bottom, miles 
from the nearest highway, wildlife be
gins to emerge. A little blue heron 
alights from a downstream sand bank, 
carefully keeping its distance. Water 
striders scatter atop the brown water, 
dispersing like the fracture of a shat
tering windowpane. Soft-shell turtles 
emerge for a peek, while a three-foot alli
gator keeps watch from a muddy bank.  

The river wends one way and then the 
next, forever eroding the bank's outside 
bend. The trees cling to the bank, their 
sinewy roots exposed as the soil slowly 
gives way. Eventually, they'll topple 
into the river. All the while on the op
posite bank, the shore is growing with

ESSENTIALS 

TIMBER TRAIL 
For Angelina County tourism in

formation, call the Lufkin Conven

tion & Visitors Bureau at 936/633

0349; www.visitlufkin.com. For Jasper 
County tourism information, call the 

Jasper-Lake Sam Rayburn Area 
Chamber of Commerce at 409/ 
384-2762; www.jaspercoc.org. Infor

mation for sites in the story follows: 

Aldridge Sawmill Historic Site is on 

Forest Service Rd. 326 about 16 miles 

southeast of Zavalla. Call 936/897

1068; www.fs.usda.gov/detail/texas/ 

specialplaces/?cid=stelprdb5291444.  

Boykin Springs Recreation Area 
is on Forest Service Rd. 313 about 

14 miles southeast of Zavalla. Call 

936/897-1068; www.fs.usda.gov/ 
reca rea/texas/recreation/hi king/ 
recarea/?recid=30208&actid=71.  

The History Center is at 102 N.  

Temple Dr. in Diboll. Hours: 8-5 Mon

Fri, 9-1 Sat. Free. Call 936/829-3543; 
www.thehistorycenteronline.com.  

The Texas Forestry Museum is 

at 1905 Atkinson Dr. in Lufkin.  

Hours: 10-5 Mon-Sat. Free. Call 

936/632-9535; www.treetexas.com.  

The Texas Forest Country 

Retreat Mansion on Sawmill Lake 
is at 156 Grimes-Flournoy Rd. in 

Huntington. Call 877/829-2422; 
www.texasforestcountryretreat.com.  

fresh dirt and debris-fertile ground for 

the next generation of the great Piney 

Woods of deep East Texas. * 

TH Associate Editor Matt Joyce is 
gratefid he doesn't have to workfor an 
early 1900s logging operation. Photogra
pher Will van Overbeek wasfascinated 
by the treasure trove of historical irnages 
at The History Center in Diboll.
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TV
jut out of red sandy soil. Massive bones 
scatter around them in the prehistoric 
burial ground. These are the remains of 
Columbian mammoths, a rare "nursery 
herd" of mother mammoths and their 
offspring that lived about 65,000 years 
ago near what is now Waco.  

Inside the Dig Shelter at the Waco 
Mammoth Site, my husband, Dan, and I 
stand on a viewing platform overlooking 
the excavation site. Natural light streams 
in from the windows, illuminating 
where the mammoth bones lie in situ
in position in the original place where 
they were found. A mural overlooking 
the dig site depicts how the mammoth 
herd may have looked in the Ice Age
the mothers touching their young with 
their trunks against the backdrop of an 
ancient river with groves of trees.

r

I 'Z4IVII
ILL~~[Ii I~0I1IL

"They're so well preserved," Dan says, and I nod. I've only 
seen part of a mammoth tusk before, embedded in a creek near 

Glen Rose. That one appeared rough, ragged, and woody, like 

a giant root. These tusks looked like elegant spears of ivory.  

Before this experience, I had viewed the remains of such 

prehistoric creatures in museum display cases. Peering 

through glass at the skeletons of ancient animals and then 

reading an exhibit description can be interesting, but also im

personal and passive. But standing so close to where the mam

moths died, and seeing their bones just a few feet below, in the 

exact place they were discovered, is a different experience al

together. It feels vivid, even emotional-surreal in one sense 

and quite visceral in another.  

That could describe the rest of the 

"prehistoric trail" between Waco and 

Glen Rose, as well. Within a 70-mile 

drive, visitors can see the mammoth 

excavation site, a re-created shelter of 

A some of the area's earliest human in

habitants, and dinosaur tracks left in 

an ancient seabed.  

In Waco, the mammoths might have
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RARE FINDS 
Clock wise from left: At the Bosque 

Museum in Clifton, a depiction of the 

Horn Shelter Man. a case containing 

bones and other burial goods. and a re
creation of the burial site found in 1970.
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LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS 
Clockwise from below: T he Paluxy 

River in Glen Rose. dinosaur tracks in 
the riverbed, and whimsical dinosaur 

models at Dinosaur Valley State Park.
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stayed buried if Paul Bar
ron and Eddie Bufkin,
two local teens, hadn't 
been searching for arrow
heads in a ravine near the 
Bosque River in 1978. In
stead of arrowheads, they 
spied a leg bone sticking 
out of the ground.  

The boys took the bone 
to Baylor University's Strecker Mu
seum, where experts identified it as 
belonging to a Columbian mammoth 
(Mammuthus columbi), an herbivore sim
ilar to the modern African elephant that 
became extinct some 10,000 years ago.  

Museum staff, students, and volun
teers soon returned to the ravine with 
brushes and bamboo scrapers and began 
a slow, careful process of excavation, 
eventually uncovering the remains of 16 
Columbianmammoths. Later they found 
six more mammoth skeletons, along 
with the remains of a prehistoric camel 
and the tooth of a young saber-tooth cat.

After analyzing the remains, re
searchers have pieced together a hy
pothesis about how the nursery herd 
perished, and it's tragic: As water from 
what is now the Bosque River flooded 
a steep-sided channel, a massive mud
slide trapped them. Some experts 
think that the adult females formed a 
defensive circle around their young, 
became stuck in the deep, wet clay, 
and drowned standing up. (The other 
mammoth skeletons at the Waco Mam
moth Site are believed to have died years 
later in another flood event.) 

In 2006, interested citizens began

P u 11111 W i k 14

discussing how to turn the site 
into a public park. The nonprofit 

Waco Mammoth Foundation took 

shape, and supporters raised some 

$4 million to build the viewing pa
vilion, accessible sidewalks. and 

a small welcome center and gift 

shop. The site opened tc the public 

in late 2009, and today employees 

and docents lead guided tours of the site 

throughout the day.  

Dan and I live in adjacent Bosque 

County on a ranch wilh several lime

stone overhangs. We've often won

dered if ancient people ever used 

them as a shelter. Cer-ainLy some did 

elsewhere in the county, as proven 

by the 11,200-year-old Palro-Arneri
can archeological site known as the 

Horn Shelter.  

To learn more, we drove 40 minutes 

northwest from the Waco Mammoth 

Site to Clifton, where the Bosque Mu

seum showcases the Horn Shelter people
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and a re-creation of the famous Horn 
Shelter Man.  

As archeologists Albert Redder and 
Frank Watt evacuated a shelter above 
the banks of the Bosque River in 1970, 
they discovered a burial site contain
ing an adult male and a child. Doug
las Owsley, an anthropologist from the 
Smithsonian Institution, examined the 
remains and concluded-based on the 
skulls and dental evidence-that the 
Horn Shelter people were likely not re
lated to American Indian tribes.  

The Horn Shelter turned out to be 
one of the rare Paleo-American sites 
to contain skeletal remains and burial 
goods-turtle shells, deer antler tools, 
bird and animal claws, coyote teeth, and 
bird eggshells. Not only does this indi
cate that the people had a concept of the 
afterlife, but the presence of so many 
items suggests a ritualistic burial, one 
that might have been afforded a sha
man or other highly respected person.  

At the museum, we peruse a replica 
of the burial site, which shows the man 
and a small girl draped in a deer skin, 
with a third person present in the back
ground. Along with actual rocks and 
dirt from the site, reproductions of the 
burial goods also are on display, as is a 
bust of what the adult might have looked 
like, with sculpted high cheekbones 
being the prominent feature. The re
mains and original artifacts have been 
placed for safekeeping and research at 
the Smithsonian.  

The representation of the Horn Shel
ter Man looks so real that it startles me.  
How did this ancient Bosque County 
resident get to this part of the world, 
I wonder? Anthropologists are still 
searching for the answer. Some scien
tists have hypothesized that since the 
man's skull resembles that of the Ainu 
people of northern Japan, perhaps he 
was part of a group that made their way 
here during the Ice Age, perhaps on a 
boat or via an ice float. The Smithsonian 
is currently working on a complete ge
nome of the skull, which may provide 
answers in the future.  

We drive deeper into Texas' pre-

historic past as we leave Clifton, turn not-as previously thought-a member 

off Texas 6 at Meridian, and head north of the species Paluxysaurus jonesi, the 

on Texas 144 toward Glen Rose. state's official dinosaur, but rather a re

Longtime friends Carl and Gayle lated species, Sauroposeidonproteles. An 

from Dallas join us for an excursion at herbivore, the Sauroposeidon weighed 

Dinosaur Valley State Park, a National 20 tons, stretched 60 to 70 feet, stood 12 

Natural Landmark where, some 113 feet tall, and used its 26-foot-longneckto 

million years ago, plant-eating crea- help it reach food.  

tures called sauropods left their sau- Travelers could expand on our prehis

cer-shaped footprints in the soft mud of toric trail trek with visits to other nearby 

what is now the Paluxy River bed. We museums, including the Bell County 

grab a map from the visitor's center and Museum in Belton, which houses exhib

head to the major track sites. its about the excavation of Clovis-culture 

Gayle, Carl, and I climb down a flight people at the Gault Site; the Mayborn 

of steep rock stairs to the riverbank, then Museum Complex in Waco, which uses 

hop across boulders to the other side of interactive exhibits to tell the history 

the Paluxy. The tracks make a trail be- of the Tertiary Period; the Fort Worth 

tween the boulders, in the shadow of the Museum of Science and History, which 

riverside cliffs. presents full dinosaur models, includ

"Look at that!" Carl exclaims, pointing ing a partial re-creation of Paluxysaurus 

to a three-toed track. "It's really clear." jonesi; and the amazing displays at Dal

Adults and children alike climb over las'Perot Museum of Nature and Science.  

the rocks, looking for tracks and ex- But we're content to explore the pre

claiming when they find them. A local historic world closer to home, where the 

boy, nine-year-old George Adams, is rocks of ages have so many stories to tell.* 

credited with finding the three-toed 

tracks in 1909. Around the same time, Kathryn Jones likes to huntforfossils on 
a moonshiner named Charlie Moss dis- herfamily's ranch south of Glen Rose. TIH 
covered more tracks while looking for staffphotographer Will van Overbeek 
his still. Then, in 1937, Ronald T. Bird, a enjoys exploring Texas'puleontological 
paleontologist with the American Mu- history with his hid.  

seum of Natural History in New York, 

visited Glen Rose and made his big dis

covery of a sauropod trackway.  

Recent paleontological analysis 

has suggested that this sauropod was 

4 GLEN ROSE 
CLIFTON 

WACO 

ESSENTIALS 

MAMMOTHS 
AND MORE 
The Waco Mammoth Site is at 6220 Steinbeck Bend Rd., 
Waco. Call 254/750-7946; www.wacomammoth.com.  

The Bosque Museum is at 301 S. Ave. Q, Clifton.  

Call 254/675-3845; www.bosquemuseum.org.  

Dinosaur Valley State Park is at 1629 Park Rd. 59, 
Glen Rose. Call 254/897-4588; www.tpwd.state.us.
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OUR EXCLUSIVE PATROL CAPS 
Our custom patrol cap features an unstructured military shape.  
Soft fabric has a distressed look. 100% bio-washed cotton chino twill.  
Adjustable back. Pre-curved visor. Imported.  
38739 True Texan Patrol Cap in Royal Blue .... $17.95 
38742 DMWT Patrol Cap in Hot Pink ......... $17.95

OUR CONTRAST STITCHED CAP 
Our exclusive 100% brushed twill cap has contrast color stitching. The six-panel 
cap is unstructured with a low profile and a pre-curved visor. Velcro closure.  

38747 DMWT Contrast Stitched Cap in Dark Gray ...... $15.95 
38752 True Texan Contrast Stitched Cap in Dark Red ... $15.95

OUR EXCLUSIVE BUCKET CAPS 
Our custom bucket caps are perfect for the Texas sun! 100% bio
washed chino cotton. Brass eyelets. Imported. One size fits most.  
38743 True Texan Bucket Cap in Navy ..... $16.95 
38746 DMWT Bucket Cap in Khaki ........ $16.95 

TRUE TEXAN T-SHIRT 
Our original True Texan T-shirts are made from organic cotton 
grown right here in Texas. These soft and sturdy shirts are sure 
to become favorites. Available in adult sizes S-XXL.  
38293 Panhandle Sky (Blue) ...... $19.95 
38294 Prairie Sage (Green) ....... $19.95

EASY to 
ORDER!.

r i

shop.texashighways.com 

800-839-4997 
(903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 

Or, use the ORDER FORM in this issue.  
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EVENTS 
WANT MORE? GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT www.texashighways.com.

January'stravel spotlights:

PANHANDLE PLAINS > Eastland 

Greatest Generation 
At the Eastland County Museum, Our Lives, Our Stories: 
America's Greatest Generation chronicles the remarkable span 
of history lived by Americans born in the 1910s and '20s. Fea
turing photographs, oral histories, and artifacts like a wicker 
baby scale and a 1940s home kitchen, the exhibit explores 
American life starting with the Great Depression and continu
ing through World War 1l and the Baby Boom. The exhibit runs 
January 28-March 16 in Eastland before moving to Lubbock's 
Silent Wings Museum, where it shows April 6-May 25.254/965
6190; www.eastlandfoundation.com/countyMuseum.html.

PRAIRIES AND LAKES > Grapevine 

How the Sausage is Made 
In the days before refrigeration, wintertime in Texas provided the cold tempera
tures required to safely prepare meat for the year to come. Nash Farm in Grape
vine, a 5.2-acre farm dating to 1859, recalls this aspect of our culinary heritage 
with a hog butchering and curing workshop January 17-18. Day one of the hands
on class covers basics like scraping hair from the hide and butchering various 
cuts. Day two covers rendering lard, making sausage, curing meat, and how the 
smokehouse works. Participants must be at least 16 years old and may register for 
one or both days. 817/410-3185; www.grapevinetexasusa.com/nash-farm.

-/

GULF COAST > Houston 

Peter and the Wolf 
What better place than the zoo to watch Sergei Prokofiev's timeless composi
tion Peter and the Wolf? The River Oaks Chamber Orchestra and InterActive 
Theater Company will stage the performance at 2, 3, and 4 p.m. January 18 at the 
Houston Zoo's Brown Education Center. Written to inspire children's interest in 
classical music and instruments, the show features a story narrator with chamber 
orchestra and actors portraying Peter, the wolf, and other characters. Fittingly, 
the story concludes with the wolf spared from hunters and escorted to the zoo.  
Call 713/533-6500; www.houstonzoo.org.

SOUTH TEXAS PLAINS > Mission 

Celebrating Citrus 
Long known as the "home of the grapefruit," Mission has celebrated its agricultural roots since 
1932 with the annual Texas Citrus Fiesta. Highlights include the Product Costume contest on 
January 17, in which costumes must be decorated with citrus or citrus-based coloring, and the 
Parade of Oranges on January 31, which has a contest category that requires floats to be at least 
85 percent covered in locally grown citrus. There's also a vaquero cook-off, carnival, arts and crafts 
fair, and coronation of various citrus "royalty." Call 956/585-9724; www.texascitrusfiesta.org.

BIG BEND 
COUNTRY 

EL PASO: Chamber Music 
Festival January 10-31. www.  
elpasopromusica.org/shows 
915/833-9400 
EL PASO: El Paso Puzzler 
Endurance Weekend Moun
tain Bike Race & Trail Run 
January 18. www.puzzler 
endurance.wordpress.com 

MONAHANS: Resolution 
Run January 3. www.  
monahans.org 432/943-2187 

ODESSA: SandHills 
Indoor Rodeo January 1-11.  
www.sandhillsstockshow 
androdeocom 432/366-3951 

TERLINGUA: Black
Eyed Pea Off January 1.  
432/371-2234 

VAN HORN: Culberson 
County Stock Show January 
16-17. www.culberson-tx 
tamu.edu 432/283-8440 

GULF COAST 
BEAUMONT: MLK Day 
Parade January17.  
409/338-0105 
BROWNSVILLE: 
Celebrating Space Exhibition 
November 8-March 6.  
www.brownsvillemfa.org 
956/542-0941 

BROWNSVILLE: Palo Alto 
Battlefield Natl. Historical 
Park Living History Program 
January 3. www.nps.gov/ 
paal/index.htm 
956/541-2785 ext. 324 

CORPUS CHRISTI: Winter 
Lecture Series January 14
February 25. www.  
stxbot.org 361/852-2100 

FREEPORT: MLK 
Celebration and Parade 
January 19. www.mlkcc.org 
979/297-2801

GALVESTON: Yaga's 
Chili Quest and Beer Fest 
January 16-17. www.yagas 
chiliquest.com 
409/770-0999 

GALVESTON: ArtWalk 
January 17. www.galveston.  
com/artwalk 800/821-1894 

HOUSTON: Silver: An 
American Art August 30
February 15. www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: Wings of the 
City September 5-February 8.  
www.discoverygreen.com/ 
wingsofthecity 713/400-7336 

HOUSTON: Comfort and 
the Eighteenth-Century 
Interior September 13
February 1. www.mfah.org/ 
visit/rienzi 

HOUSTON: Monet and the 
Seine: Impressions of a River 
October 26-February 1.  
www.mfah.org 

HOUSTON: First Saturday 
Arts Market January 3.  
www.firstsaturday 
artsmarket.com 
713/802-1213 

HOUSTON: MLK Youth 
Parade and Battle Of The 
Bands Competition January 17.  
www.mlkgrandeparade.org 

HOUSTON: Houston Mara
thon January18. www.chevron 
houstonmarathoncom 

HOUSTON: 21st Annual 
MLK Grande Parade 
January 19. www.mlkgrande 
parade.org 

HOUSTON: Houston 
Auto Show January 21-25.  
www.nrgpark.com

PHOTOS: (from top) Farewell to Marines by the Semper Fidelis Club, St. Paul, MN. Photograph, 1942, Collection Minne
sota Historical Society; Courtesy Grapevine CVB; Courtesy River Oaks Chamber Orchestra; Will van Overbeek JANUARY 2015 I texashighways.com 55
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HOUSTON: Experiments 
with Truth: Gandhiand 
Images of Nonviolence 
October 2-February 1. www.  
menil.org 713/525-9400 

ORANGE: Reflecting the 
Times December 1-March 7.  
www.whstarkhouse.org 
409/883-0871 

PORT ARANSAS: Port 
Aransas Tour of Homes 
January 31. www.portaransas 
gardenclub.org 361/876-4375 
ROCKPORT: Gospel Music 
Festival January 8-11. www.  
gospelforce.org/festival.html 
361/205-2789 
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: 
Market Days January 16-18.  
www.sopadre.com/events 
956/767-2373 
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: 
Winter Texan Music Fest 
January 28. www.sopadre.  
com/events 800/767-2373 

VICTORIA: Victoria Comic 
Con January 17-18. www.  
victoriacomiccon.org 

HILL COUNTRY 
AUSTIN: La linea continua 
September 20-February 15.  
www.blantonmuseum.org 
512/471-7324 

AUSTIN: Citywide Garage 
Sale January 17-18. www.  
cwgs.com 512/441-2828

AUSTIN: The Stone Soup 
Sessions Musician's Circle 
Texas Music Museum 
January 18. 512/750-8142 

AUSTIN: Martin Luther 
King Festival January 20.  
www.mlkcelebration.com 
512/505-3000 

BANDERA: Cowgirl 
Round-up and ShowDeo 
January 1. www.bandera 
cowboycapital.com 
830/796-4413 

BANDERA: Frontier Times 
Museum Cowboy Camp 
January 11. www.frontier 
timesmuseum.org 
830/796-3864 

BOERNE: Market Days 
January 10-11. www.  
boememarketdays.com 
830/249-7277 

BOERNE: Second Saturday 
Art and Wine January 10.  
www.secondsaturdayartand 
wine.com 830/249-7277 
FREDERICKSBURG: 
Black-Eyed Pea and Corn
bread Cook-off January 1.  
www.torredipietra.com 
830/644-2829 

FREDERICKSBURG: 
First Friday Art Walk 
January 2. www.ffawf.com 
830/456-0422 

FREDERICKSBURG: 
Trade Days January 16-18.

East of town off U.S. 290.  
www.fbgtradedays.com 
830/990-4900 

JOHNSON CITY: 77th
Annual Blanco County Youth 
Stock Show January 15-17.  
www.blanco.agrilife.org/ 
contact 830/868-7167 

JOHNSON CITY: 12th 
Annual Chili Cook-Off 
January 17. 830/868-7252 

LLANO: Llano City Pickers / 
Citywide Garage Sale 
January 17. 325/247-5354 
LUCKENBACH: 
Luckenbach Blues Festival 
January 24. www.luckenbach 
texas.com 830/997-3224 

UVALDE: Four Square 
Friday January 9. www.visit 
uvalde.com 830/278-4115 

PANHANDLE 
PLAINS 

ABILENE: ArtWalk 
January 8. 325/677-8389 

AMARILLO: The Wesley 
and Missy Cochran Collection 
January 25-March 29.  
www.amarilloart.org 
806/371-5050 

BUFFALO GAP: 
Craft Sunday January 18.  
325/572-3365

CACTUS: Cactus Market 
Days January 17.  
325/949-6200 
CANYON:Anna Keener: 
Southwestern Regionalist 
September 13-February 15.  
www.panhandleplains.org 
CANYON: First Day Hike 
January 1. www.tpwd.state.  
tx.us/state-parks/palo-duro
canyon 806/488-2227 
SAN ANGELO: Family Day: 
Circus January 10. www.  
samfa.org 325/653-3333 

SAN ANGELO: Downtown 
Art Walk January 15. www.  
samfa.org 325/653-3333 

SWEETWATER: 
Big Country Cutting 
Horse Association Event 
January 23-24.  
www.nolancc.com 
325/235-3484 

WICHITA FALLS: 
Kemp Karnevale 
January 17.  
www.kempcenter.org 
940/767-2787 

PINEY WOODS 

JEFFERSON:Jefferson 
Quilt Show: Quilts on the 
Bayou January 23-25.  
www.jeffersonquiltshow.com 
903/926-6695 

[continued on page s

TEXA S' 
N I G H W A Y S 

The TRAVEL MAGAZINE ,f TEXAS 

Reader Service Guide 
to Advertisers 

For information from our advertisers, 
use the forms in this issue, or go to 

www.texashighways.com.  

(Reader service numbers are in bold.) 

1. Amarillo Convention & Visitors Council, 
pg.11 

2. Andrews Chamber of Commerce and 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 62 

3. Bandera County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, pg. 23 

4. Baytown Tourism Office, pg. 24 

5. Brenham/Washington County, pg. 21 

6. Brownsville Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, pg. 31 

7. Conroe Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
pg.15 

8. Cordova on Canyon Lake, pg. 16 

9. Denison Chamber of Commerce, pg. 58 

10. Glen Rose Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, pg. 58 

11. City of Hidalgo, pg. 26 

12. Irving Arts Center, pg. 15 

13. Kerrville Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
pg. 23 

14. Kyle Area Chamber of Commerce & 
Visitors Bureau, pg. 62 

15. Longview Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
pg. 21 

16. Pecos Area Chamber of Commerce/ 
Convention & Visitors Bureau, pg. 18 

17. Port Aransas Chamber of Commerce, 
pg. 31 

18. Port Arthur Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, pg. 24 

19. South Padre Island Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, pg. 13 

20. Texas Hill Country Trail Region, pg. 2

56 texashighways.com I JANUARY 2015



From Our Advertisers 

ONLINE: 

Go to www.texashighways.com 

and select Advertising Information 

from the MAGAZINE menu 

at the bottom of the page.  

BY MAIL: 

Locate the numbers printed to 

the left of each advertiser on 

the Reader Service Guide to 

Advertisers. Circle the corresponding 

numbers on the postage-paid card 

at right and mail today 

BY FAX: 

Submit your card to our toll-free 

fax number: 1-888-847-6035.

TEXAS 
H I G H W A Y S 

www.texashighways.com 

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61 
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 

Please print FREE 
Name 

Address Advertising 
Information 

City State Zip 

Card expires 7/1/15 150101 

TEXAS 
H I G H W A Y S 

www.texashighways.com 

1 7 13 19 25 31 37 43 49 55 61 
2 8 14 20 26 32 38 44 50 56 62 
3 9 15 21 27 33 39 45 51 57 63 
4 10 16 22 28 34 40 46 52 58 64 
5 11 17 23 29 35 41 47 53 59 65 
6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 

Please print 

Name FREE 
Address Advertising 

Information 
City State Zip 

Card expires 7/1/15 150101 

It's easy to order 
from the Texas Highways Gift Shop! 

INE: slop.texasliglways.com 
View the entire Texas Highways product collection online.  

B 800-839-4997(90 3-636-1123 from outside the U.S.) 
Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Central * Sat 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Central - Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Central 

B L Fill out the order form on the reverse side. Include your payment.  

Enclose in an envelope and mail to: Texas Highways 

PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 75755-8558 IJAN15TH

TEXAS 
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BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO 418 NAPLES FL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

TEXAS 
H I G H W A Y S 

PO BOX 413050 
NAPLES FL 34101-6832

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
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TEXAS 
H I G H W A Y S 

PO BOX 413050 
NAPLES FL 34101-6832 
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COMPLETE THIS BOX FOR 
Name 

Street Address 

city 

Daytime Phone Number ( _)_ 

(In case we have questions regarding your order)

YOUR ORDER

. State _ Zip

Li Check or money order enclosed (payable to Texas Highways) 

Charge my: O Visa D MasterCard 
O Discover O American Express 

Card number 

Expiration date 

Signature
Product order must 
include payment.  

By state law, shipping 
and handling charges 
are taxable.  

Mail with payment to: 
Texas Highways 
PO Box 8558 
Big Sandy, TX 
7 JA5-8558

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES

Item # Size Description Oty. Price $ Total 

Product Total 
Shipping & Handling (See chart on right) 

SUBTOTAL 
Add 8.25% Sales Tax for deliveries to Texas (products + S&H).  

TOTAL

U.S. SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

(Charges do not apply to subscriptions.) 

$14.99 and under .......... $4.95 
$15.00 to $49.99 .......... $8.95 
$50.00 to $74.99 ......... $11.95 
$75.00 to $99.99 ......... $13.95 
$100.00 to $149.99.......$16.95 
$150.00 to $199.99...$18.95 
$200.00 + ................ $21.95 

Rates are per each address. Allow up to 2 weeks 
for REGULAR U.S. delivery. $ For orders delivered 
outside the U.S, please add $10 to the U.S. S&H 
prices. International shipping times vary.  
EXPRESS: For delivery within 3 days of receipt, add 
$8. Express handling is not available outside the 
continental U.S.  
SALES TAX is required by state law for merchan
dise, shipping, and handling. For orders shipped 
to Texas addresses, please add 8.25% sales tax to 
your subtotal.
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SHOP I TEXAS!

I'

/ $195.00

37565 Satchel & Page Bifold Wallet 

$15.95

$16.00 

37860 Cardinal Kimball Print Tea Towel 

*jp

39513 Texas our Texas Ornament

$39.95

3757129 Reclaimed Texas Vall Hanging #29 

$24.95 

39411 Keep Texas Beautiful Ornament

$49.95

37559 State of Texas Hitch Receiver Cover 37840 Texas Star Pie Plate 37841 Glazed Clay Yarn Bowl

EASY &o ORDER: shop.texashighways.com * 800-839-4997 (903-636-1123 from outside the U.S.A.) 
Or, use the ORDER FORM in this issue.  

JAN1 5TH
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GOLFING 
IN GLEN ROSE 

Located in Glen Rose, Texas just 60 miles Southwest 
of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, Squaw Valley 
offers a superb golf experience away from the fast 
pace of city life- Home to 36 holes of championship 
golf, Squaw Valley is consistenly ranked as one of 
the top courses in the state, including a four and a 
half star rating from Golf Digest Magazine, and home 
to the #1 and #4 municipal courses in Texas by the 
Dallas Morning News

800.831.8259 SQUAWVALLEYGC.COM

GLEN ROSE 
CONVENTION & VISrTORS BUREAU

s continued from page 56] 

JEFFERSON: Krewe of 
Hebe "Queen Mab Ball" 
January 24. www.mardigras 
upriver.com 903/796-4378 
THE WOODLANDS: 
Winter Wonderland and 
The Woodlands Ice Rink 
November 22-January 19.  
www.holidayinthe 
woodlands.com 
877/963-2447 

PRAIRIES 
AND LAKES 

ARLINGTON: Cotton Bowl 
Classic January 1. www.  
collegefootballplayoff.com 
817/892-4000 

ARLINGTON:2015 
College Football Playoff 
National Championship 
January 12. www.college 
footballplayoff.com 
817/892-4000 

ATHENS: Bird and 
Nature Walk January 10.  
www.athenstx.org 
903/676-2277 

BELTON: Citywide Garage 
Sale January 10-11. www.  
cwgs.com 512/441-2828 

BOWIE: Second Monday 
Trade Days January 16-18.  
www.cityofbowietx.com 
940/872-4861 

BRENHAM: Winter 
Antiques Show January 10
11. www.ruraltexasantiques.  
com 979/865-5618 

BRENHAM: Uptown 
Swirl January 17. www.  
Downtown Brenham.com 
979/836-3696 

BRYAN: The Art and 
Science of Wine, Part 1: 
The Science of Wine 
January 25.  
www.messinahof .com 
979/78-9463 ext. 234 

CANTON: First Monday 
Trade Days January 1-4, 29
February 1. www.visitcanton 
tx.com 903/567-1849 

DALLAS: isa Genzken: 
Retrospective 
September 14-January 4.  
www.dma.org 

DALLAS: Bouquets: 
French Still-Life Painting 
from Chardin to Matisse 
October 26-February 8.  
www.dma.org 

DALLAS: First Saturdays 
at the Nasher Sculpture 
Center January 3. www.  
nashersculpturecenter.org 

DALLAS: Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday Celebration 
March/Parade January 17.  
214/670-8526 

DALLAS: Sightings: 
Pierre Huyghe October 
25-January 18. www.nasher 
sculpturecenter.org

FORT WORTH: 
New York Art in the 
1980s: Urban Theater 
September 21-January 15.  
www.themodern.org 
817/738-9215 

FORT WORTH: Navigating 
the West: George Caleb 
Bingham and the River 
October 2-January18.  
www.cartermuseum.org 
817/989-5067 

FORT WORTH: Kehinde 
Wiley Exhibit October 2
January 31. www.themodern.  
org 817/738-9215 

FORT WORTH:Faces 
of Impressionism: 
Portraits from the Mus~e 
D'Orsay October 19
January 25.  
www.kimbellart.org 
817/332-8451 

FORT WORTH: 
Lockheed Martin Armed 
Forces Bowl January 1.  
www.armedforcesbowl.com 
817/810-0266 

FORT WORTH: 
Fort Worth Stock Show 
and Rodeo January 
16-February 7.  
www.fwssr.com 
817/392-7469 
FORT WORTH: 
First Fridays at The 
Modern January 2.  
www.themodern.org 
817/738-9215 

FRISCO: Winter Games 
of Texas January 16-19.  
www.taaf.com 

GARLAND: Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Parade 
January17. www.garlandtx 
naacp.org 972/381-5044 

HALLETTSVILLE: 
Antique Tractor Show 
and Pull January 16-17.  
www.txtractorpull.com 
361/772-6671 

MCKINNEY: Dinosaurs 
Live! Life-Size Animatronic 
Dinosaurs Exhibit 
September 16-February 15.  
www.heardmuseum.org 
972/562-5566 

MCKINNEY: Second 
Saturday Bird Walk 
January 10.  
www.heardmuseum.org 
972/562-5566 

MCKINNEY: Old Red 
Lumberyard and Treasure 
Spotters January 16-17.  
www.visitmckinney.com 
214/544-1407 

MCKINNEY: Second 
Saturday on the Downtown 
Square January 10. www.  
downtownmckinney.com 
972/547-2660 

MCKINNEY: Third 
Monday Trade Days 
January 16-18. www.tmtd.  
com 972/562-5466

MESQUITE: Mesquite 
Creative Arts Club 
Exhibit January 5-29.  
www.mesquiteartscenter.org 
972/216-6444 

MESQUITE: Texas Tackle, 
Hunting and Boat Show 
January 23-25. www.texas 
tackleandhuntingshow.com 
918/520-3474 
SEGUIN: Yellow Rose 
Fiber Fiesta January 9-10.  
www.yellowrosefiber 
producers.com 
830/433-5078 
SHERMAN: Second 
Saturday at Hagerman 
NWR January 10.  
www.friendsofhagerman.  
com/Activities 
903/786-2826 
SHERMAN: Authorfest 
XXVI with Jordan 
Sonnenblick January 15.  
www.ci.sherman.tx.us 

WACO: Texas Roots: 
The Art of Lee Herring 
January11. www.texas 
ranger.org/leeherring.html 
254/750-8631 
WACO:Magic School Bus 
Kicks Up a Storm January 17
April 12. www.mayborn 
museum.com 254/710-1110 

WASHINGTON: Weather 
Wisdom: Forecasting 
in the Texas Republic 
March 1 -February 15.  
www.starmuseum.org 

WEATHERFORD: First 
Monday Trade Days 
January 2-4, 30-February 1.  
www.weatherfordtx.gov 
817/598-4351 

SOUTH TEXAS 
PLAINS 

BEEVILLE: Made in 
Texas: Art, Life & Culture 
1845-1900 September 20
January10. www.bamtexas.  
org 361/358-8615 

WANT MORE?

LAREDO: Washington's 
Birthday Celebration 
January 22-February 22.  
www.wbcalaredo.org 
956/722-0589 
MCALLEN: Danville 
Chadbourne Recent Works 
Exhibit December 18
April12. www.imasonline.org 
956/682-0123 
MCALLEN: McAllen 
International Car Fest 
January 23-25.  
www.mcallencarfest.com 

SAN ANTONIO: Parallax 
October 8-March 7. www.  
lindapacefoundation.org 
210/227-8400 

SAN ANTONIO: Firearms 
of the Texas Frontier: 
Flintlock to Cartridge 
October 15-April 15.  
www.thealamo.org 
210/225-1391 
SAN ANTONIO: Fait 
Accompli December 17
May10. www.mcnayart.org 
210/824-5368 
SAN ANTONIO: 
Alamo Bowl January 2.  
www.alamobowl.com 

SAN ANTONIO: Winter 
Arts-and-Crafts Show 
January 16-19.  
www.thesanantonioriver 
walk.com 210/227-4262 

SAN ANTONIO: 
Regarding Ruscha 
January 21-May 17.  
www.mcnayart.org 
210/824-5368 

SAN ANTONIO: Battle 
of the Bands January 24.  
www.thesanantonioriver 
walk.com 210/227-4262 

WESLACO: Alfresco 
Weslaco Music and Art 
on the Street January 15.  
www.facebook.com/ 
AlfrescoWeslaco 
956/969-0838

GO TO THE EVENTS CALENDAR AT 
www.texashighways.com.  

FOR A FREE PRINTED COPY of an even more de
tailed, quarterly schedule of events, write to Texas Highways 
Events Calendar subscriptions, Box 149249, Austin 78714
9249. Or, call 800/452-9292 from anywhere in the U.S. or 
Canada, between 8-6 Central.  

FOR TEXAS TRAVEL QUESTIONS, call 800/452
9292 to reach a TxDOT Travel Information Center, where a 
professional travel counselor will provide routing assistance, 
advise you of road conditions, and send brochures (including 
the official Texas State Travel Guide, Texas Official Travel 
Map, and quarterly Texas Highways Events Calendar).  
TO SUBMIT EVENT INFORMATION: www.texas 
highways.com and go to Events, Event Submission form; 
email: texasevents@txdot.gov; or mail: Texas Highways Events 
Calendar, Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009. Listing deadlines: 
Spring (Mar., Apr., May) Dec. 1; Summer (Jun., Jul., Aug.) Mar. 1; 
Fall (Sep., Oct., Nov.) Jun. 1; Winter (Dec., Jan., Feb.) Sep. 1.
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ANCIENT GROUND 
Alibatesflint is 

found in the mesas 
of the Canadian 

Breaks, where the 
Canadian River 
cuts through the 

High Plains.

ATIONAL PARK RANGER MARTEN SCHMITZ RE
trieves a palm-sized chunk of Alibates flint rock from the 
dried short-grass prairie. "Here's a good example of a 
trade blank," he says, noting that pieces like this colorful 
red-and-white stone were prized as currency for people 
who lived in this region as far back as 13,000 years ago.  
Flakes of discarded flint litter the ground on this mesa 
about 35 miles north of Amarillo, hinting at the histori

cal value of the quarries, which are now protected as part of the 1,000-acre Alibates 
Flint Quarries National Monument.  

"We know that people have been collecting from the mesas for a long time," 
Schmitz says as I run my fingers over the smooth, glassy stone and contemplate 
the ancient hands that chipped away at raw chunks of flint to craft tools, points, and 
trade blanks. "Spear points made from Alibates flint have been found in woolly 
mammoths and other Ice-Age era mammals that have been extinct for thousands 
of years." 

Located on the high mesas overlooking the Canadian River in the Texas Panhan
dle, this cache of flint was harvested by native people to trade for other items of value.  
Alibates (pronounced AL-ih-bates) flint is unique to this 60-acre patch of ground 
within the Canadian Breaks, where the river cuts a jagged path through the Great 
Plains. Flint tools and currency from here have been found as far north as Canada,

ALIBATES 
FLINT QUARRIES 
NATIONAL 
MONUMENT 
is at 37084 Alibates 
Rd., about 11 miles 

south of Fritch.  

Call 806/857-3151; 
www.nps.gov/alfl.
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The river, mesas, and 
canyons are a haven for 
wildlife like mule deer, 
whitetail deer, and 
wild turkeys. It's not 
much of a stretch to see 
why people frequented 
the area for tens of 
thousands of years.

south to central Mexico, east to Minne

sota, and west to the Pacific Coast. In 

turn, items like pottery from Arizona, 

pipestone from Minnesota, and abalone 
shells from the Pacific Coast have been 
excavated at this site.  

Alibates Flint Quarries National 
Monument-the only national mon
ument in Texas-limits access to the 
quarries to participants in ranger-led 
tours, which muster at the visitor cen
ter. On my mid-week visit, the area is 
empty except for the monument em
ployees and a friend who has joined 
me for the half-mile hike to the mesa, 
a climb of 170 feet. Part of the beauty 
of the place is that it's uncrowded and 

largely undeveloped. Visitors get a real 
sense of what the area has been like for 
eons, and of the scenery and bounty that 

ancient people found in this area.

President Lyndon B. Johnson signed 

legislation creating Alibates Flint 

Quarries National Monument in 1965.  
Its 1,371 acres adjoin the 45,000-acre 

Lake Meredith National Recreation 
Area. Historically, the lake covered 
more than 10,000 acres and was clearly 
visible from the mesas of the monu
ment. Because of a long-term drought, 
the lake has shrunk by more than 
half, but visitors to the recreation 
area still can hunt, fish, hike, canoe, 
and kayak. This year, rangers at Lake 
Meredith began offering kayak tours of 

the canals and wetlands around the rec
reation area.  

The ribbon of water that flows 
through the Canadian River bottom 
is beautiful during my autumn visit.  

From the hilltop where we stand, I 

scan the landscape and see the big cot
tonwoods and soapberries with their 
golden leaves. Each season has its nu
ances here. In winter, the white cotton
wood limbs contrast against the deep 

blue sky. As winter gives way to spring, 
frequent snowfalls blanket the mesas 
and river bottom, the moisture feeding 
the river and propagating green prairie 
grasses and a flush of wildflowers. The 
river, mesas, and canyons are a haven 

THREE SISTERS GARDEN 
Ranger Gigi Amerman 

works in the monument's 
"three sisters" garden, which 

demonstrates agricultural 
techniques used by native 

people in the region.

for wildlife like mule deer, whitetail 
deer, and wild turkeys. It's not hard to 

see why people frequented the area for 
tens of thousands of years. Everything 

needed for sustenance is right here, and 
the tools to harvest and process fresh 
meat are relatively easy to obtain.  

If Schmitz hadn't shown us, I would 
have never recognized the shallow pits 
pocking the prairie as being quarries.  
Since the flint lies just below the sur
face, the quarries are oblong depres
sions that are a dozen or so feet wide 
and three or four feet deep. Time and 
incessant Panhandle winds have filled 
some of the deeper quarries with soil, 
making them even shallower. How
ever, where the horizontal veins of flint 
intersect with the mesa's sloping diag
onal faces, you can see thick slabs of 
the rock in its raw state.  

Scientists aren't completely cer
tain how this one-of-a-kind flint was 
formed, but the most common theory is 
that volcanic eruptions about 670,000 
years ago in the Yellowstone area of 
Wyoming dropped clouds of silica ash 
over dolomite rock in the Panhan
dle. As water percolated through the 
soil, the silica dissolved and soaked 
into the dolomite, replacing the calcium 

41<;
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magnesium carbonate in the rock and 
leaving flint.  

While humans apparently never 
lived directly on the quarries, they did 
live nearby. There are tipi rings in the 
area, and evidence of a resident human 
population can be seen within a few 
hundred yards of the quarries. Schmitz 
points to a line of rocks jutting from the 
soil, explaining that they were part of 
the foundation of a rock dwelling built 
by the Antelope Creek people, who in
habited the mesas here between 1200 
and 1450. They used stones to create 
foundations and walls for their multi
room homes.  

Near the foundation stones, Schmitz 
shows us what I think is the pinnacle 
of our day afield-petroglyphs. Carved 
into the stone, several circular divots 
in a random pattern are clearly visi
ble. Another figure looks like the body 
of a nondescript animal. The most

Learn more about the 
Alibates quarry and how 
native people used the 
flint in the People of 
the Plains exhibit at 
Canyon's Panhandle
Plains Historical Museum.  

impressive pieces of rock art are a pair 
of long human feet drawn horizontally 

across the rock's face, and on the south 

end of the collection of boulders, a depic
tion of a turtle. I quietly wonder about 

the people who carved the art and its 

significance.  

Soon, we are headed back to the vis

itor center, which lies one-and-a-half 

miles northwest of the quarries and 

the ancient ruins. Ranger Gigi Amer

man meets us at the center, where dis

plays of Alibates flint, a bookstore, and

interpretive posters educate visitors 

about the area. She tells us that of the 

approximately 5,000 people who visit 

the quarries each year, many come 
from other states or countries.  

Amerman leads us through the inter

pretive garden in front of the visitor cen
ter. As she shows us a melon from the 

"three sisters" garden, she explains how 

Native Americans often planted beans, 

corn, and squash together-the "three 

sisters"-because each crop's agricul

tural qualities naturally complement 

each other. Such gardens were common 

in the dry climate of the Panhandle.  

"This garden is an educational tool 

to teach visitors about several things, 
including xeriscaping and edible and 

medicinal plants," she says. "And we 

serve as a certified way station for the 

monarch butterfly migration." Each 

fall during the butterfly migration, 
the staff captures and tags the mon

archs with a tiny badge that's placed on 

the underside of the hind wing. After 

their release, the butterflies continue 

their migration as far south as cen

tral Mexico.  

As we drive past the mesas of the 

Canadian Breaks toward the monu

ment exit, I marvel at the cultural sig
nificance of the site and the many un
knowns of the ancient world. Who 

first recognized the value of this flint 

so long ago? What happened to the 

Antelope Creek people? How many 
times did a piece of flint trade hands 

between Texas and Canada? While 

such questions can never be answered, 
these mysteries are a big part of what 

make Alibates Flint Quarries National 

Monument so intriguing. * 

GUIDED TOURS 
are required for visitors to see 

the flint quarries. During winter, 
the monument offers tours by 
appointment and encourages 
reservations at least a week in 

advance. During summer, tours are 
offered daily at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.
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Daytripper 
WITH CHET GARNER

Blue Ho 
"Luv Ya 

stumble 

CHET GARNER 
is the host of 
The Daytripper" 
travel show on 
PBS; www.the 

daytripper.com.  
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Houston s Mary lmes standit 

More than any other Texas city, Houston is defined by its neighborhoods, 
helping to break this giant bayou buffet up into bite-size (and day trip- the Bee 
size) chunks. From exotic to artsy and international to folksy, a trip to heart o 
Houston can be anything you want it to be, including daytripper-ific! Merch

I started my day at the 
popular the breakfast klub, south of 
downtown in Houston's quickly changing 
Midtown District. But instead of dining 
with the likes of Molly Ringwald and Emilio 
Estevez from the classic '80s film of the 
same name, my breakfast companions 
were a half-dozen fried chicken wings and 

a giant waffle. The food certainly fed my 
soul ... and belly.  

I headed just south to 
the Houston Museum District, comprised 
of 19 museums covering everything from 
Buffalo Soldiers to elephants to the body.  
Without time to visit them all, I decided 
to check out the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science, which covers more than 
my brain could learn in a lifetime, including 
paleontology, gems, energy, and wildlife.  
My favorites were the fighting dinosaur 
skeleton displays in the Morian Hall of 
Paleontology and the bone-chilling mum
mies in the Hall of Egypt.

After a few hours indoors, 
I stepped into the sunshine of Hermann 
Park, which has become Houston's outdoor 
playground. I found my inner Zen among 
the trees and flowers of the Japanese 
Garden, and then I set it free rolling down 
the grassy knoll of Miller hill. I'm glad I did 
that before lunch.  

To visit a third neighbor
hood, I headed up the road to the always
quirky Montrose District, composed of 
funky public art, unpredictable restaurants, 
and an overarching air of creativity. I popped 
into the packed Aladdin Mediterranean 
Cuisine for a warm plate of chicken sha
warma, lamb, and hummus.  

I set off to explore 
Montrose and found myself browsing racks 
of hipster clothing at Pavement, looking 
through bins of recycled clothing at Black
bird Trading Co., and finally considering 
some Houston Oilers memorabilia at Old

pub. If i 
from its 
cask en 

item co 
includin 
and mir 
on a bla 
some e 

with a I 
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it was o 

you foll 
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use Antique Shop. Sadly, the 
Blue" T-shirt wasn't my size.  

As I drove around, I 
d upon Houston's famous Beer 

Can House, covered from top 
to bottom in aluminum beer 
cans and open for tours. Started 
in 1968 as the hobby of its late 
owner, this house has become 
iconic to Houston's thriving art 
scene. It is inexplicably beautiful, 
in a very strange way.  

For art of a different sort, 
d to the Menil Collection, one of 
n's most stunning art museums, gift
e city by the de Menil family and 
isitors. The surrealist sculptures made 
like I was observing the world upside 
hile the scale of modernist paintings 
e feel two feet tall. I may not under
all, but it sure was fun to view.  

Still thirsty from exploring 
r Can House, I headed to the 
Montrose for dinner at The Hay 

ant, a local craft beer bar and gastro
t wasn't difficult enough choosing 
numerous brews (75 taps and five 

gines), each tap handle features an 
Elected by owner Kevin Floyd
g a hand grenade, knife, fleur de lis, 
ni-handmixer-with the brews listed 
ckboard hanging above. It took 

effort, but I eventually found myself 
local brew from Saint Arnold and a 
ty Cajun meat pie.  

among the chatter of the local 
nians, this big city suddenly felt very 
nd it struck me how exciting and in
g Houston has become. It truly is a 
t's all things to all people, and for me 
ne incredible day trip. So whether 
ow my footsteps or forge your own 
hope to see you on the road. * 

Contact the Greater Houston 
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
it 713/437-5200 or 800/446-8786; 
www.visithouston.com.  
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Matters 
THE LIGHTER SIDE OF TRAVELING 

00P 

Staycation Elation 
A LITTLE DISTANCE MAKES THE HEART GROW FONDER 

text by Barbara Rodriguez illustration by Michael Witte

LIKE TO BELIEVE THAT MY MOTHER IN
vented the staycation. With a twist. Rather than set 
aside her daily duties and make her home a head
quarters for outings in and around her hometown, 
she'd hitch her "house" to the car and pull it 200 
miles to a live oak-sheltered bluff in my backyard.  

The small travel trailer was mom's second (and 
best-loved) home. As they entered their 70s, my 

parents didn't lose interest in travel, but they were torn be
tween a desire to spend their days visiting their far-flung chil
dren, and not wanting to burden us in any way.  

That's when my mom invented her version of the stayca
tion. They'd load up the Airstream and head out. Mom had fig
ured out a way to come visit and yet invite me to her place for 
breakfast, lunch, or dinner-sometimes all three in a single 
day. Other days she and dad would be invisible.  

It was a brilliant solution to having quality time with me 
without disrupting my life. The key to happy visits with 
family is staking out private space. My parents brought theirs 
with them.  

I was blessed to share many memorable days with my 
parents when I was living on about 6,000 acres outside of 
Blanco. On a staycation, mom and dad could visit for weeks

and no one got out of sorts. If we tired of one another, one or the 
other of us could walk home-all of 50 feet away.  

And here's the bonus of a staycation, both the traditional sort 
and mom's: You see your own backyard in a whole new light.  
I'd roamed the ranch for years, but with mom and dad af my 
side it became a new experience. Walking together, we discov
ered the Texas Hill Country was favorable territory for morel 
mushrooms. One time my father taught me to distinguish the 
brisk rattle of the baby snake that I was about to step on. And 
they were boon companions for any outing to a fishing hole.  

On days I had to stay home and work, they amused them
selves. Without them, I might never have discovered the pick
led eggs sold from a jar in a nearby Johnson City saloon or 
that the Blanco Bowling Alley Cafe served a stellar hunter's 
breakfast. Both became go-to stops on my circuit.  

And here's the final bit of magic about mom's staycations. I've 
transplanted them into my travel memories. Sometimes to put 

myself to sleep, I ramble through past 
Here's the bonus journeys and I feel mom and dad there, 
of a staycation: parked just out of sight, the coffee ready. *
You see your own 
backyard in a 
whole new light.

Find Babs Rodriguez'sfull adventure at 

texashighivays.conImatters.
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In the midst of winter, 
I still find myself longing for those 
lazy days in Port Aransas, listening 
to the gulls' cries and the whoosh 

of waves tumbling toward the shore.  
June Naylor, 

Texas Highways, December 2012

K

COASTAL MIST clings to granite blocks as the sun rises over the Gulf at the south jetty in Port Aransas.

To order a print of this photograph, call 866/962-1191, or visit www.texashighwaysprints.com.
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