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TRAVEL LITERATURE and Texas Highways 
Magazine have merged into a new section named 
Travel Publications, headed by Herman Kelly. The 
new section is headquartered at TxDOT's Training 
Center, 1101 East Anderson Lane in Austin. New 
telephone numbers include: 

Ann Kelton 512/483-3727 
Marty Lange 512/483-3739 
Jane McNally 512/483-3668 
Mike Talley 512/483-3676 

The address for all Travel Publications editorial 
operations is P.O. Box 141009, Austin 78714-1009.  

FURTHER CHANGES in TxDOT's Travel and 
Information Division include transferring the Travel 
Literature Fulfillment Branch from the old Texas 
Highways Magazine Section to the Travel Services 
Section, headed by Milton Meharg. "The move is 
appropriate since Manager Alice Sedberry and her 
staff work so closely with the Travel Information 
Centers and the 1-800 Phone Center operation," said 
Meharg. In addition to answering callers' requests 
for travel information, trip routings, and emergency 
road conditions, 1-800 travel counselors will process 
mail requests for travel literature. Travel Literature 
Fulfillment and the Phone Center are both at the 
Training Center location.  

BOB JOHNSON, who was manager of the Capitol 
Information Center operation, continues to direct 
TxDOT's 1-800 system, and now manages the state

* wide Highway Condition Reporting System, as 
well. Bob's new number at the Training Center is 
512/483-3768.

MARY ULRICH now serves as interim manager at 
the Capitol Complex Travel Information 
Center. Mary is a long-time travel counselor at 
that location and past winner of the prestigious 
Roadrunner Award.  

TEXAS TRIVIA: From which Texas town did the 
infamous outlaw Billy the Kid come? 

"WE'VE BEEN TO THE MOON, now onward to 
Mars," said Bob Phillips as he assumed the position 
as chairman of the Texas Travel Industry Association 
in Houston at the Texas Travel Summit. Phillips 
used the analogy challenging TTIA members to 
increase membership, service, and to raise 
perception of the Texas travel industry. Phillips 
praised outgoing chairman Bob Bennett, president 
and general manager of Six Flags Over Texas, for 
bringing TTIA a long way during his tenure. Phillips 
is vice president and director of marketing for Classic 
Attractions, Inc., which includes attractions in the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex and in San Antonio.  

AND SPEAKING OF THE SUMMIT, Camille 
Keith, vice president for special marketing with 
Southwest Airlines, did a superb job as chairperson 
organizing the Texas Travel Summit '93. Camille, 
along with Barbara Walters, recently received a 
national Headliner Award for her vast endeavors 
from Women in Communications, Inc. in Pittsburgh, 
PA. Good work, Camille! 

A SLICK NEW EAST TEXAS Group Tour Manual 
is now available through the East Texas Tourism 
Assn. The new book reflects a number of new sup
porters, attractions, and events. To find out more 
write Howard Rosser, ETTA, P. O. Box 1592, 
Longview 75606, or call 903/757-4444.
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Around the 
Centers 

Amarillo counselor Margie Faulkner welcomed a 
couple from the Netherlands to Amarillo and advised 
them on attractions in the area. While on the TTIA 
Study Tour in Amarillo, Margie met the couple 
everywhere the tour group visited. Finally, at the 
Cowboy Morning Breakfast, the couple said they 
based their trip to Texas on the TEXAS State Travel 
Guide. Milton Meharg, director of travel services 
and also on the tour, photographed the couple with 
Margie and, of course, the travel guide.  

A nice young woman from New York stopped by our 
Anthony TIC and told counselor Caroline Sanders 
she wanted to buy some boots and go country/Western 
dancing. With that, Caroline told manager Skip 
Birkner that she'd just take her shopping. Skip 
reports the New Yorker is now a new Texan! 

Clare Townes joins the Texas Travel Information 
Center in the Capitol Complex as a full-time travel 
counselor at the new John H. Reagan Bldg. location.  
She was a part-time operator in the department's 
1-800 Phone Center. Heidi Zetty has been hired in 
the Phone Center to a full-time position.  

Counselor Rhonda Hillis at our Gainesville TIC said 
she thought they were going to wash away during 
some nine inches of rain in two days. But, she says, 
things have cleared and Winter Texans are begin
ning to stop by on their way to the Rio Grande Valley.  
Rhonda added that fall's finally arrived around the 
Gainesville area with some colorful foliage starting 
to peek through.  

A Michigan visitor to our Texas Travel Information 
Center in Texarkana refused a Texas State Travel 
Guide, claiming she was a bargain shopper and 
had already picked one up for $1 at a garage sale 
before leaving home. Manager Ann Dean explained 
we distribute the books free at the centers and 
through our 1-800 number service. "The woman said 
she'd be shopping directly with us from now on," 
laughed Ann.

Al Smith, former umpire for American League 
Baseball and the Big State League, stopped in at our 
Texarkana TIC last month. He showed off his World 
Series ring and visited with the staff. Al was surprised 
to learn Ann Dean had an old baseball glove that 
belonged to Big State Leaguer Mo Santamar, and 
that her grandfather had provided housing to some of 
the players back in the '50s. Ann, of course, was just 
a baby then!! 

The Texarkana TIC was recently packed with several 
parties of retired travelers headed south for the 
winter. One gentleman approached a woman wear
ing a turquoise warm-up suit who was thumbing 
through brochures at a revolving rack. "We'd better 
pick up a highway map while we're here," he told her.  
"We've already got one," she replied. The poor man 
turned 19 shades of red when he realized he was 
talking not to his wife but to a complete stranger 
instead. The real wife stepped in to explain to her 
husband and the rest of the crowd that she DID have 
a warm-up suit just like the one the other woman was 
wearing, but had worn it the day before. The couple 
quickly left, but not before requesting a new map.  

TxDOT's fall foliage reporting system, headed by 
Laredo TIC manager Leo Garza, is now in full swing.  
Becky Gutierrez, travel counselor at the Laredo TIC, 
said spectacular views of fall color can already be 
seen at the Black Kettle National Grasslands, north
east of Amarillo. Other parts of Texas are expected 
to burst forth in color the first week in November. For 
the latest report, call TxDOT at 1-800-452-9292.  
Professional travel counselors are on hand seven 
days a week to relay the latest sightings of the most 
splendid viewing areas.  

A public meeting was held at the Orange TIC last 
month where Travel and Information Division direc
tor Don Clark presented drawings for a new facility 
near the center's present site. Manager Pam Crew 
said the Orange TIC is the busiest state line Texas 
Travel Information Center in the state, and that 
plans call for an expanded, modern facility where 
visitors can enjoy a panoramic view of the beautiful 
Blue Elbow Swamp.  

Hundreds of Harley motorcycle enthusiasts con
verged on the Waskom TIC last month for tourist 
information on the East Texas area. Counselor 
Donna Watson said the National Harley Owners 
Group Rally, held in nearby Shreveport, attracted 
more than 6,000 cyclists, some making the trip on 
their Harleys from as far away as Canada.



DISTINCTIVE DISHES from around the world 
highlight the menu through the New Year at the 
Plaza San Antonio Hotel. The Sunday brunch series 
features different international themes, combining a 
selection of traditional breakfast foods, made-to-order 
omelets and waffles, a chilled seafood bar, champagne, 
desserts, and international cuisine prepared by the 
hotel's award-winning kitchen staff. From 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. each Sunday. Call 210/229-1000 for 
reservations. Yummmmmm.  

CHRISTMAS MAGIC will fill the air at hundreds of 
festivities, all listed in the newly released Texas Events 
Calendar. Calendar editor Marty Lange of our Travel 
Publishing office said close to 1,000 listings feature 
everything from holiday parades and Victorian street 
festivals to major stock shows and boat and travel 
shows. The information-packed calendar, spanning 
the months of December, January, and February, is 
free for the asking at any of TxDOT's Travel 
Information Centers, or by calling 1-800-452-9292.  

A NEW PUPPET THEATER opened in Arlington's 
arts district earlier this year. Le Theatre de 
Marionette presents four shows each year, usually 
children's classics, and seats up to 100 children or 
80 adults. The puppets are handcrafted in a 
workshop behind the theater, as are costumes, 
backdrops, scenery, and props. A special holiday 
presentation of "Hansel and Gretel" in December 
will feature 40 marionettes and the original music 
score. For show dates and ticket information, 
call 817/275-1516. At 207 N. Elm Street.  

VISITORS WHO LONG TO RETURN to the elegant 
theaters of yesteryear will want to stop at the 
Paramount Theater on.Cypress in Abilene. It's on 
the National Register of Historic Places and is an 
Abilene Historic Landmark. Inside, visitors find 
slow drifting clouds and twinkling stars on a velvet 
blue sky, archways, and bell towers with twin domed 
turrets. Playing at the theater at various times are 
classic films, an art film series, and performing arts.  
Call 915/676-9620 for the playbill and other details.  

GLEN ROSE EXPO CENTER opened November 3 
with an Arabian horse show. The new $5-million 
facility will be a boost to tourism and economic 
development with events scheduled throughout the 
year. Another Arabian horse show is scheduled in 
January, an Appaloosa horse show in March, and a 
cutting horse program in May. The arena has 
2,114 fixed seats, but can be increased to 5,407 for 

A concerts. For event schedules, 817/897-4509.

AN AFRICAN-AMERICAN ART Advisory 
Association of the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, 
was recently created to collect, exhibit, and encourage 
the creation of works by African-American artists for 
the benefit of all citizens, and to cultivate and 
strengthen the ties between the African-American 
community and the museum. Museum director 
Peter C. Marzio said, "Ultimately, with the 
association's assistance, the museum will work 
toward building a significant collection of African
American work." The museum will present several 
exhibitions highlighting the African and African
American cultures within the next few years. For a 
schedule of upcoming attractions call 713/639-7300.  

I- * 

ANCHORS AWEIGH! The restoration project for 
the Battleship Texas, funded in part by the children 
of Texas, received a 1993 National Preservation award 
from the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  
It's the highest national honor that can be bestowed 
upon any historic preservation organization. Texas 
schoolchildren contributed $60,000 through a "Two 
Bits for the Texas" campaign several years ago.  
Andrew Sansom, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
executive director said, "This award is all the more 
special for us because Texas schoolchildren helped 
raise the money. Those young people should be 
extremely proud." The ship reopened to the 
public in 1990 and is open Wednesday - Sunday at 
the San Jacinto Battleground State Historic Park.  
For further information, call 713/479-2431.  

A SELF-GUIDED TRAIL following the footsteps of 
Sam Houston is the joint effort of eight Texas cities 
where the great Texas hero lived and worked during 
almost 30 years of public life. Published as a project 
of the Sam Houston Bicentennial Birthday 
Celebration, The Sam Houston Trail brochure outlines 
significant historic connections and attractions in 
Austin, Huntsville, Houston, Washington, Liberty, and 
Independence, and includes interesting tidbits on 
the life and legend of the man who helped change the 
face of the United States forever. For a copy of the 
brochure call the Huntsville-Walker County 
Chamber of Commerce; 1-800-289-0389.



TEXAS TRAVEL INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 
study tours marked 18 years, 22 trips, and some 
28,000 miles around the state with the completion of 
the recent tour through North Texas and the 
Panhandle. Bruce Neal, PR director of Six Flags 
Over Texas and TTIA member, said the trips began 
in 1975 as a result of a conversation with the late 
Gene Phillips, then chairman of Discover Texas 
Association, Bob Spence, who at that time was 
manager-driver of McDonald's luxury coach, and 
highway department management. The purpose is 
to educate travel counselors with first-hand 
knowledge of Texas attractions. "I'm aware of at 
least two other states that tried to copy our private/ 
public sector program, but to my knowledge, they've 
not been able to do it," said Neal, who has made all 
22 trips. "And look what we've gotten out of it! Our 
(TIC) counselors are the best-trained anywhere." 
Bob Phillips, chairman of TTIA, has followed in his 
father's footsteps by organizing and accompanying 
the counselors on these trips.  

A FESTIVAL-SIZE CONCERT PARK in Fort 
Worth's historic Stockyards opened September 6.  
Stockyard Station Park, the newest phase in a 60 acre 
development, accommodates more than 20,000 music 
lovers in lawn and reserved seating. General Manager 
Allen Short said, "The concert park is the largest 
single entertainment arena in Fort Worth. Having 
the capacity to handle larger crowds will help create 
more awareness for the Stockyards area and, in turn, 
focus regional and national attention on Fort 
Worth." For concert schedules and more information 
call 817/625-9715.  

SHARE THE GREATNESS of the Texas Golf Hall 
of Fame at The Woodlands, off I-45 just north of 
Houston. The new facility, now open a year, features 
likenesses of golfing greats who have been 
enshrined over the years, as well as plaques with 
biographical information. A film presentation tells 
the story of how Texas first came to be known as "The 
New Scotland," and includes archival footage of the 
state's greatest legends, including Ben Hogan, Byron 
Nelson, Babe Zaharias, and Jimmy Demaret. Open 
daily, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at 1800 S. Millbend, behind 
the 18th green at the Tournament Players Course.  
No admission charge. Call 713/364-7270 for more 
information.  

A NEW BROCHURE on Brownsville is now avail
able. The beautifully illustrated Guide to Historic 
Brownsville features information on the city's his
torical legacy, the Heritage Trail program, and a 
map. To get your copy call the Brownsville C&VB at 
1-800-626-2639.

SEA WORLD OF TEXAS' season closed October 31 
and will remain closed November through February 
with the exception of Holiday Light Magic. The 
spectacular of lights, lasers, and entertainment will 
run nightly from November 26 through January 2, 
except for Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve.  

A RARE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUTE was 
bestowed upon Caddo Lake and the surrounding area 
by the Ramsar Convention, an intergovernmental 
treaty adopted in 1971 that provides a framework for 
international cooperation for the conservation of 
wetland habitats. The Ramsarlistingis only the 13th 
awarded to a U.S. site, and declares the area as a 
"wetlands of international importance especially as a 
waterfowl habitat." The designation will help ensure 
the future preservation of this unique natural 
resource. Caddo Lake is about 15 miles northeast of 
Marshall near Uncertain.  

NEAR-EXTINCT WHOOPING CRANES are now 
making their way to their favorite winter nesting 
grounds along the Texas Gulf Coast. Each year, 
thousands of bird-watchers flock to the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge hoping for a glimpse of the 
rare North American crane, and a peek at some of the 
other 300 bird species who call Texas home. The 
magnificent birds can be seen from early November 
through early April. Call the Rockport-Fulton Area 
Chamber of Commerce for details; 1-800-242-0071.  

THE BAYFRONT WILL SHINE in a sea of 
dazzling lights, as Corpus Christi and surrounding 
South Texas communities deck not only the halls, but 
the marinas, harbors, boats, and downtown districts, 
as well. Highlight of the holidays is the 13th Annual 
Harbor Lights Christmas Festival, slated for 
December 4. A full day of fun for families includes 
a 5-K toy run, hayrides, a children's parade, and a 
festive fireworks finale. In conjunction with Harbor 
Lights are a host of other special attractions; a tour 
of historic homes and Wassail Night in Heritage 
Park, Christmas at Centennial House, the 
Marriott Chocolate Festival, and a Christmas 
Tree Forest at the Art Museum of South Texas. Call 
the Corpus Christi Area C&VB for details and 
times; 512/882-5603.



A NEW HOMESTEAD TRAIL at McKinney Falls 
State Park in Austin is now open. Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department officials said the trail will allow 
Austin to host more competitive cycling events, and 
provide much needed relief for the heavily used 
existing trails in the Central Texas area. The 
3.5-mile natural surface features easier sections for 
families and novices, more challenging areas for 
serious off-road cyclists, and new opportunities for 
hikers.  

REI, A NATIONAL RECREATIONAL equipment 
retail chain, donated $5,000 to build the Homestead 
Trail, and about 50 volunteers donated 400 hours to 
help TP&W employees clear brush and build the 
trail. "This partnership venture is a win-win situa
tion for our state park, for cycling enthusiasts, and 
for the many regional businesses that benefit from 
cycling," said TP&W executive director Andrew 
Sansom. For more information about the new trail 
contact McKinney Falls State Park at 512/243-1643.  

A TRAIL GUIDE TO OFF-ROAD CYCLING 
opportunties at state parks and wildlife man
agement areas that allow mountain biking will be 
funded by a REI grant. The guide will include 
tips on safety, trail etiquette, and earth-friendly off
road cycling. It is now being prepared with the 
assistance of the Texas Bicycle Coalition. Look for it 
the first part of next year.  

ANSWER TO TEXAS TRIVIA: Born Henry 
McCarty, Billy the Kid was not a Texan, or even a 
Southerner, but from Brooklyn in New York City.  

IN A FIRST-OF-ITS-KIND effort by the Corpus 
Christi Convention and Visitors Bureau, more than 
400,000 inserts appeared in three of the state's larg
est newspapers on Sunday, September 26: the 
Houston Chronicle, the San Antonio Express News, 
and the Austin American-Statesman. High
lighted by colorful artwork and photography, the 
eight-page insert offered information on the Corpus 
Christi area and 40 coupons redeemable at some of 
the most popular attractions, restaurants, and hotels.  

PAUL McCALLUM, executive director of the 
Grapevine C&VB, announced the appointment of 
Diane Doyne as special events director. Diane will 
coordinate the activities of Main Street Days, 
GrapeFest, and other events staged throughout the 
year. For a listing of Grapevine events, as well as 
information on attractions and accommodations, call 
the C&VB at 1-800-457-6338.

Looking 

Austin has snagged the 1994 Junior National 
Volleyball Championships. Some 2,100 boys and 
1,500 girls from 350 teams will compete in the 10-day 
event. Firm dates to be announced; watch this space.  

The Ballpark in Arlington, now more than 75 percent 
complete, will be ready for the first Texas Rangers' 
home game April 11, 1994. Texas Rangers officials 
said they hope to attract not only leisure travelers, 
but meeting planners and convention delegates, as 
well. Anita Handy, assistant to the vice president of 
ball park development, said, "This is going to be an 
area that will be open all year long and we hope to see 
delegates shop, eat at restaurants, enjoy a concert in 
the amphitheatre, and much more." 

An ambitious plan to resurrect the old Texas & 
Pacific rail station in downtown Fort Worth is now 
under way. Federal officials presented the city's 
transportation authority with the first installment of 
a projected $150 million in grants to create what is 
envisioned as a national prototype for a new breed of 
passenger hubs. Over the next decade, the elegant 
art deco landmark will become a travelers smorgas
bord of long-distance and commuter trains, bus lines, 
rental cars, and airline ticketing services. Support
ers said the plan not only ensures the preservation of 
the 62-year-old terminal, but also could be the cata
lyst to revive long-neglected sections of downtown 
and south Fort Worth.  

For the second time in two months, the South Padre 
Island Convention and Visitors Bureau announced it 
will host another major beauty pageant, this time the 
1995 Miss Texas USA Pageant, according to SPI 
C&VB executive director Harold Wheeler. As 
announced last month, the popular island will be the 
site of the 1994 Miss USA Pageant in February. The 
Miss Texas USA Pageant will be in June. The 
telecasts will give South Padre Island and Texas 
national and regional exposure. For more 
information, call the SPI C&VB at 210/761-6433.



Data as of October 31, 1993

Austin Office For TxDOT This Month For TxDOT This Year For DOC This Month For DOC This Year Total Year to Date 
Mail Services 10,013 123,809 24,474 848,145 971,954

[.

Dial toll-free 1 -800-452-9292 for travel assistance from TxDOT's Texas Travel 

@Reycled Paper

Information Centers (8 a.m. - 9 p.m. daily)
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Services to Travel nSubscriber Inquiries Addresses Offered Addresses Transmitted Addresses Transmitted Industry This Month This Month This Month Year to Date 
DHT TRAX System 80 52,328 39,561 586,870
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Official State Travel Magazine This Month This Month Last Year This Year to Date Last Year to Date 
Texas Highways Print Run 444,047 446,523 4,478,066 4,419,004

Travel Month Total Percent Year Percent Travel Month Total Percent Year Percent Center Visitors Variation* Visitors Variation* Center Visitors Variation* Visitors Variation* 

Amarillo 12,606 + 3.27 138,246 + 12.57 Orange 38,907 - 1.62 458,232 + 1.83 
Anthony 17,880 - 5.90 172,101 - 4.91 Texarkana 42,168 + 19.71 411,774 + 23.61 

Denison Under Construction Valley 23,490 + 7.05 240,312 - 5.48 

Gainesville 44,916 + 10.05 418,227 + 13.40 Waskom 52,557 + 51.80 434,616 + 13.28 

Langtry 7,854 + 12.65 79,977 + 7.34 Wichita Falls 15,939 + 16.90 164,214 + 3.78 
Laredo 10,356 + 7.27 128,235 - 6.32 Capitol 13,947 - 72.89 289,245 - 35.01 

'Compared to last Year Center Totals 280,620 - 1.56 2,935,179 + .92
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