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Women 's Storybook Project

Storybook Project volunteers record the readings of 
an offender in Gatesville.

Simple idea with big impact allows 
mothers to connect with children 

Bryan J Moore, Staff Writer 

n the early years of a child's development, it is of the utmost importance they 
know they are loved by their mothers. The bond between mother and child 
is sacred and crucial to the healthy mental and emotional development of a 
child. The importance of preserving this most primary of family relationships 

becomes even more critical when the mother is a convicted felon. One in five children 
with an incarcerated parent ends up in prison, according to Women's Storybook 
Project literature.  

The nature of incarceration makes it very difficult to maintain an intimate 
connection. Physical barriers such as steel bars, brick walls, razor wire fences, long 
distance locations, restricted visitation and limited lines of communication isolate 
convicted mothers from society and from their children.  

Fortunately, there are those who are motivated to help these Texas families 
overcome those barriers.  

The Women's Storybook Project (WSP) helps mothers behind bars and their 
children stay emotionally connected in an exceptional and constructive fashion.

8 3 '" Legislature enacts criminal justice legislation 
The following House bills (HB) and Senate bills (SB) 

were passed by the 83'1 Legislature of the State of Texas.
HB 12 by Flynn - requires a state agency 

to post on the agency's website information 
regarding any gifts or donations used for staff 
salary supplements as well as other information 
related to appropriations, staff or salaries.  

HB 16 by Flynn - requires a state agency 
to post on the agency's website its internal 
auditor's audit plan, annual report and other 
audit information as required by the State 
Auditor's office.  

HB 194 by Farias - adds disabled veterans 
who have suffered at least a 20 percent 
service-connected disability to the definition 
of an "economically disadvantaged person" 
for the purpose of identifying a historically 
underutilized business (HUB).  

HB 424 by Burkett - requires directors 
of group homes to notify residents or legal 
guardians of residents if a registered sex

offender becomes a resident at the group home.  
HB 431 by Riddle - allows the Board of 

Pardons and Paroles (BPP) to set off an inmate's 
reconsideration for parole for up to five years 
if they have been convicted of a second or 
third degree felony for injuring a child, elderly 
person or disabled person.  

HB 634 by Farias - requires TDCJ to verify 
the veteran status of an inmate by using data 
made available through the Health and Human 
Services Commission as part of the Public 
Assistance Reporting Information System.  
Once identified, TDCJ would be required to 
assist those inmate veterans in applying for 
federal benefits for which they will be eligible 
under a program sponsored by the United 
States Department of Veteran Affairs.  

LEGISLATION continued on page 5

Bryan J. Moore, 
David Van Huten 

ffynne Unit 
PT"he Writer's Corner is a new 

feature that aims to pro
vide ECHO readers with 

the basics of grammar and writing 
composition. Each installment will 
offer instruction on things such as: 
parts of speech, rules of grammar, 
how to write a sentence, how to write 
a paragraph, how to write an essay 
etc. There will also be vocabulary 
building exercises to introduce words 
not commonly used in prison. The 
Writer's Corner isfor readers of The 
ECHO who want to become better 
writers.  

Everyone wants to be a good writer, 
but understanding how to craft good 
writing requires thought, time and 
grounding in grammar.  
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To the editor, 

Hello, my name is Mindy Haney.  

I'm currently doing a 3-year sentence 

for burglary of a habitation. I go home 

next month after I complete the class 

called CHANGES II. Being in prison 

sure has made me think about a lot of 

things I've done and said to innocent 

people, whether it was family, friends 

or my kids. I've done some dirty 

things to people, and I've hurt a lot of 

hearts.  

I've been an addict since the age 

of 13. I've learned a lot through this 

class, CHANGES. I've learned who 

I used to be and who I've become.  

I also learned that there is never a 

"victimless" crime. No matter where 

I am or what I'm doing, there will 

always be crime, but I've got the 

power to change the thoughts that 

control my actions, I now have control 

over my own abilities to be who I need 

to be.  

I've set some goals for when I get 

out and use this chance to put the past 

behind and make the most of the future 

in front of me. I plan to go to school 

and hold a job. I also plan to be the 

wife and mother that I should have 

been. As an addict, I am aware that I 

don't get to choose when cravings will 

sneak up on me, but I also know that I 

have the power to get help. With this 

knowledge, I know that I will succeed 

in the world.  

Thank you, 

Mindy Haney 

Plane State Jail 

To the reader, 

It sounds as if you have a plan, and 

you have found a good pre-release 

program within Windham School 

District. We print numerous articles 

in The ECHO each year to encourage 

offenders to have a plan and work it to 

and after; release. You seem to be well 

on your way.

October 2013
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I To the editor, 

I'm writing this letter about the 

respect that the handicapped do not get 

on most units.  

As I go through the day, I see so 

many offenders disrespecting the ones 

who are handicapped in some way, 

either physically or mentally. I guess 

they don't care about the struggles 

a handicapped person goes through 

during a normal day. When someone 

makes fun of us, we feel rejected 

because we think that no one cares 

about us here. When we have to use a 

walker, cane or crutches, sometimes 

folks bump into us and then laugh 

when we almost fall. What's funny 

about that? It just shows what kind of 

people they are. I just wish they could 

walk in our shoes for a week and see 

what being handicapped is really like.  

I feel that God put us all here for a 

reason, and we should all try to get 

along until He calls us home.  

Signed, 
Respectfully handicapped 

To the reader, 

Having been in a medical condition 

which required me to use a walker and 

cane Jbr several months, I understand 

the daily challenges that come with 

having a handicap. All of a sudden just 

the minor daily activities oflife become 

extremely difficult to perform. I don't 

know ifanyone can quite understand the 

difficulty and mental strain that comes 

with this without having experienced 

it for themselves. However; one would 

hope that others would be respectful 

of the condition and not intentionally 

make life harder than it is. Thanks 

for your letter; let's hope it makes a 

difference in someone s thinking.  

To the editor, 

There were people in the world when 

I left that I loved and still do with all

my heart who won't be there when 

I return due to them having passed 

on. No matter what the relationship 

was like, once they are gone, they are 

gone forever. I'm writing to encourage 

people who have experienced the loss 

of a loved one while being locked 

up. It's hard to grieve properly when 

you're in a place with no privacy, 

around people who couldn't care less 

about the loss in your life.  

Remember to cherish the loved ones 

you still have left because you still 

have a chance to make them proud.  

You never know when goodbye will 

come, so approach each day with that 

in mind. When they give you that 

call to the chaplain's office, all the 

problems on the wing, pod or wherever 

become trivial and less significant 

by comparison. Keep that in mind 

with every letter or phone call home.  

Fill them with love and compassion, 

understanding that they are dealing 

with problems, too, Be a beacon of 

light no matter where you are.  

Do whatever you can to get home as 

fast as you can for those still there for 

you. We can't control traffic accidents, 

health issues or anything else that can 

take loved ones from us, so if you 

haven't lost anybody since you've 

been here, remember that it can happen 

at anytime. If you have lost somebody, 

I'm sorry. Please stand strong and get 

back to those you have left so you can 

hug them and right some of the wrongs 

before it is too late.  

Sincerely, 

Daniel Reunard 

Robertson Unit 

To the reader, 

Losing a loved one while being 

locked up in prison would definitely be 

one of the most difficult situations in 

life. Your words should ring loud and 

clear to all who have family and loved 

ones on the outside. He who has ears, 

let him hear Thanks for your words of 

encouragement and fJr sharing them 

with our readers.
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Dear Darby, 

LETTERS TO THEO________ _ I have a commentary to share. To 

these so called ol' school guys, what's 
Dear arbyup? I thought you guys were supposed 

I'd like to say a few things. One, I'm toug htyugstweresoed 

here for a parole violation, not a new 

crime. I was out for a little over six how to do time. Being a first time of

years. I did everything I was supposed fender, it's unbelievable to see how old 

to do. I paid my fees, I went to my timers are doing time.  

groups, everything. I made one mistake What's up with some of you that 
and I'm back. Why can't more parole don't want to do any kind of work or 

officers give warnings instead of lock-l 

ing us up right away? learn a trade? You'd rather sit in the 
dayroom gossip

Secondly, I see a lot of offend- day goi

ers showing disrespect. Most say 

they want respect but they don't noes and TV hog

want to give it. I call this the I going. Is that how

can and you cannot" syndrome.  

Lastly, I've found in doing time, 

people have to decide to change them

selves. Being locked up is not the an

swer by itself. They have to want to 

change or remain locked up for the rest 

of their lives. I like to be in control of 

my own life. I don't need someone try

ing to control it for me. I can't have 

that "in pisfnt mentality when I, do 

get back out. Also, how can I get The 

ECHO out there? 

Care and concern, 

Garza East Unit 

Dear CC, 

While I have never had the pleasure 

of being on parole, I have many friends 
who are. What they 've told me is almost 

universal -if you're doing right, you 

won t have a problem. You say that you 

"did everything [you] were supposed 

to do. " You're back on a violation, so 

obviously that's not true. Be honest with 

yourself and that will bring the clarity 

needed to see the errors ofyour ways.  

On your second point, I agree with 

you - there is a growing culture of dis

respect in prison. What are your sug

gestions on correcting that problem? 

Lastly, to subscribe to The ECHO 

when you're out, send a $12 money or

der to The ECHO, P0. Box 40, Hunts

ville, Texas, 77342 - that's good for a 

year ' worth of issues.

do time? How abc 

library to learn s 

keep you from con 

some Bible lessons 

The guards (or l 

are just doing the 

timers call them al 

you expect the rul 

you came back? G 

Even a dog learns r 

obeys its master.  

If you have to( 

you are a repeat( 

learn too well so 

everything again.I 

mouths shut and b 

actions. Teach the' 

time and stay awa 

in the future. Texaq 

even if it is for an 

Patrick Simiyu 

Formby Unit 

Dear Pat, 

Your mindset 

school" than thost 

Mind your own b 

use of your time.1 

ers, both in grey a 

old school traits. 7

we are supposed to 

)ut going to the law

Dear Darby, 

You know the prison system is frill of 

tough guys and thugs, so most people 

want to be thought of that way. It amaz

es me how many people think they de

serve superior treatment. We have all 

committed offenses against society. We 

are getting what we deserve. I have re

solved to see this as I did basic training.  

I'm a new recruit that has to do what

ever I'm told. It's no different in here 

than on the outside. You get what you 

give. If you allow this time to help, it 

can teach structure, patience and toler

ance of the things we cannot change.  

Until next time...  

George Noues 

Gurney Unit

)mething that could Dear George, 

ring back or reading Yeah, this place is filled with tough 

and spiritual books? guys or at least those that THINK 

aws as we call them) they're tough. What they realkv are, 

ir jobs, but the old though,sis ignorant. Yourtake on view

I kinds of names. -Do i ng prison as training camp is an in

is to change because teresting coping technique. Perhaps 
we would have more weli-adjusted in

et with the program. dividuals around us if more offenders 
tew tricks but always adopted your attitude ofgoing with the 

flow and doing what they needed to do.  

do a class, do it. If Good luck on doing your time.  

offender, you didn't 

you have to repeat 

It's time to keep our 

e responsible for our 

youngsters how to do 

ty from these places Dear Darby, 

It seems pretty obv IOUS that a sense of 

hatenddstpac yo entitlement is a major factor in behav

ior that leads to prison. I see it here in 

almost everyone. For example, I have 

worked on the serving lines of several 

chow halls and always see the same 

thing. Many people try to get extra food 

by asking, hiding what was already 

seems more "old put on their trays, offering stamps or 

e to whom you refer threatening the server. When the server 

refuses, the potential thief becomes up

set, threatens the server, calls the server 
Show respect to oth- all kinds of things and leaves with a 
nd white. iHOSE are "watch your back" attitude.

the people you speak

of are just pretenders.

Everyone is served the same portion 

of the same item. Yes, I've heard the ex-

cuse that it's going to be thrown away, 

but they don't get it. Everyone gets the 

same thing, period.  

The real kicker is they don't under

stand that this same behavior is ex

actly what brought them here in the 

first place. They tried to get away with 

something they knew was illegal; we 

all did. Not all of us choose to continue 

such behavior. While most of us would 

prefer to get more food in the chow hall, 

we all need to realize that if we contin

ue such behavior in prison, then we will 

continue to do so out there. Chances are 

we'll come back to prison.  

To those on the serving line who 

have to put up with the daily abuse: 

I've been there and I feel your pain, 

brothers. Keep your chin up and don't 

let anything those guys say bother you.  

They're all talk, anyway. For those of 

you who verbally abuse, yes, we do get 

written up forgiving extra food. Do you 

want the case instead? I didn't think so.  

Take the same portion as everyone else.  

When you think the boss isn't looking, 

God is! 

Anonymous on Easth am 

Dear An'Ham, 

In a perfect world, what you're say

ing about how people should expect the 

same as others is correct. Unfortunate

lv, many people aren't satisfied with just 

having what everyone else has. They 

have to have MORE than those around 

them, because they 're better than ev

eryone else, at least in their own eyes.  

As fur as the verbal abuse, it's unac

ceptable behavior both in here and on 

the outside. Some folks try to verbally 

abuse others to manipulate or coerce, 

but that doesn't work if people ignore 

the comments. Remember: talk is just 

hot air 

Lastly, dont feel pressured to break 

the rules. Stand your ground. When it 

comes down to it, they won't "fade your 

heat" when you get in trouble, and 

you '1 be swinging in the wind alone.
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Gotta' hand it to hygiene
Bryan .. Moore 

S/caff Writer 

t has been said that manners are not for us but for the benefit 
of those around us. We bathe not just to get clean, but also to 
make sure that others are not offended by our repugnant body 
odor. We brush our teeth to keep them healthy, but it is also 

to avoid melting someone's nostrils with our toxic onion breath. We 
say "excuse me" (most of us) when we bump into someone to let them 
know the contact was incidental and that we respect them as a fellow 
human being.  

Celebrities and politicians, after committing shameful misdeeds, 
stand before flashing cameras and a bank of microphones to apologize 
not for selfish reasons, but to soothe the inflamed sensibilities of their 
fans or constituents. We cover our mouths when we sneeze or cough 
as a way of telling the world I do not want to share my germ cocktail 
with you.  

But wait! What exactly do we do with that hand, laden with moisture 
and bacteria as it is, once we draw it away from our mouths? Come
dian Katt Williams said once that everything we need to be successful 
adults we've already learned from our parents. What was the one thing 
among many others that our mothers always stressed? Yes, wash your 
hands.  

To our child brain, this registered as a wicked device of inconve
nience that always seemed to gobsmack us either just after we'd fin
ished doing something really fun - like having a wrestling match with 
Rufus the family dog or right before we were about to do something 
fun - like devour a plateful of chili cheese nachos.  

We thought that dear old Mum was doing this merely to annoy us 
and throw her parental weight around. The reality is that she knew 
what we did not, that handwashing is a very effective form of preven
tive medicine. Our mother's advice has turned out to be crucial in the 
prison setting.  

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
clean hands save lives. "Keeping hands clean through improved hand 
hygiene is one of the most important steps we can take to avoid getting 
sick and spreading germs to others," the C41 ggys.  

Corrections.com offers the input of Dr. Joseph Bick, chief medical 
officer since 1993 at the California Medical Facility, Vacaville, CA. He 
writes, "Prisons and jails provide an ideal environment for the trans
mission of infectious diseases." Dr. Bick offers that washing hands, 
as well as other measures such as maintaining proper housekeeping 
procedures, can slow the transmission of disease in jails and prisons.  
The CDC also says that 80 percent of all infections are transmitted by 
the hands.  

Disturbing and eye-opening tidbits are also located on a site called 
Buzzle.com (Trust me, you're not ready for this). Around two to 10 
million bacteria can be found between your fingertips and elbows. If 
you like bling-bling, add to that number the millions of germs that can 
also accumulate under your watch, ring and bracelets. In addition, the 
number of germs on a person's fingertips doubles after they use the 
toilet. The results of a 2007 survey by Harris Interactive revealed only 
70 percent of people wash their hands after using a public restroom.  

Buzzle also reports that men are much more likely to skip washing 
hands than women, and a courtesy sprinkle doesn't get your hands 
clean. All you're really doing is giving the ge'ms a bath, and wet or

damp hands 
can spread 
germs a 
thousand 
times more 
than dry 
hands. Germs 
have the capacity to 
stay alive on your hands 
for about three hours 

Soap is what makes handwashing effective in killing germs, and 
nearly all compounds used in soap fall into one of two categories: 
hydrophilic (water-loving) and hydrophobic (water-hating). It just so 
happens that soap has both qualities, making it perfect for getting rid 
of germs.  

When you wash your hands, soap molecules form clusters with the 
water-loving part on the outside (trying to get to the water) and the 
water-hating part on the inside of the cluster (trying to get away from 
the water). Grease, oil and dirt fall into the category of water-hating, 
which basically means that they're hanging out with the water-hating 
soap molecules in the center of that cluster. When you rinse your 
hands, they get washed away with the rest of the cluster.  

Though soap is rather efficient in the way it works, the magic can't 
happen unless you exercise the proper technique for the proper 
amount of time. Utilizing the Washington County Medical Depart
ment's expertise, the correct way to wash your hands is as follows: 
First wet your hands with clean running water and apply soap. Warm 
water should be used if it is available. Rub your hands together to 
make lather and scrub all surfaces, including under the fingernails.  
You know how one usually rubs for a few seconds and then rinses? 
Well, not today. Continue scrubbing your hands for 20 seconds. If you 
sing "Happy Birthday" all the way through twice, that will be about 
20 seconds. Make sure you go all the way up to at least your wrists.  
Rinse your hands well under running water and them dry them with a 
disposable towel or hand dryer.  

Not only do you have to use soap correctly, you also have to use it at 
the right time. For instance, before, during and after preparing food 
and before you eat, whether you prepared the food or not. Be sure to 
wash your hands after blowing your nose, sneezing or coughing. You 
already know that you have to wash your hands after you use the bath
room., but in addition, you need to wash them after touching a dirty, 
germ-infested surface which applies to just about every surface in 
prison. When there's a bug going around on the unit, simply keeping 
your hands to yourself will help protect you from getting sick.  

Following these procedures, you will increase the chance of warding 
off viral and bacterial ailments like staph infections, hepatitis A, sal
monella and common cold and flu viruses. A good way of reminding 
yourself to practice proper hand hygiene is to ask, "Would my mother 
be proud to discover that I am known as the person who doesn't ever 
wash their hands?" 4
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HB 799 by Thompson 
requires Windham School District 
to continually assess job markets in 
the state and tailor the vocational 
training programs as necessary to 
provide relevant and marketable 
skills.  

HB 899 by Perry - expands 
the list of rights to which a victim 
of a capital felony or the victim's 
guardian or relative is entitled to 
include contact by a victim outreach 
specialist and the designation of a 
victim service provider to act as a 
liaison between the victim and the 
defense.  

HB 1188 by Thompson 
prohibits a cause of action from 
being brought against an employer, 
general contractor, premises owner 
or third party based solely on 
evidence that an employee has been 
convicted of an offense.  

HB 1302 by Clardy - expands 
life without parole to include 
additional sexually violent offenses 
committed against a child and 
prohibits certain sex offenders from 
some types of employment.  

HB 2719 by Goillen - requires 
TDCJ to collect and report 
information concerning the number 
of inmates who have been in the 
conservatorship of a state agency 
responsible for providing child 
protective services. The bill also 
requires the Parole Division and the 
Reentry and Integration Division 
to prepare an annual report that 
includes specified information 
about TDCJ's parole, reentry and 
integration efforts.  

SB 213 by Whitmire - the 
TDCJ Sunset bill, continues TDCJ 
and TBCJ uriil Sept. 1, 2021. The 
bill also rr ises statutes dealing with 
the Cor ctional Managed Health 
Care C .mmittee (CMHCC), BPP and 
WSP. Revisions relating to TDCJ 
include: 

" requiring TDCJ Correctional 
Institutions Division facilities 
to establish a case n anagement 
committee to assess each 
inmate to ensure they are 
receiving appropriate services 
or participating in appropriate 
programs; 

" requiring TDCJ to finalize 
a comprehensive plan to 
reduce recidivism and ensure 
the successful reentry and 
reintegration of offenders into 
the community; 

" requiring TDCJ to adopt a 
standardized risk and needs

assessment instrument which 
will be made available to the 
community supervision and 
corrections departments 
(CSCDs); 

" requiring TDCJ to expand the 
existing reentry task force; 
expanding the membership 
of the CMHCC to include 
representatives of additional 
medical schools as well 
as licensed mental health 
professionals; 

" transferring certain CMHCC 
responsibilities to TDCJ, and 
clarifying TDCJ may contract 
with any entity to implement 
the managed health care plan; 

" requiring TDCJ to submit 
quarterly reports to the 
Legislative Budget Board 
and the governor regarding 
health care expenditures and 
utilization; 

" requiring TDCJ to modify 
the individualized treatment 
plan to include additional 
information such as 
more assessment results 
and volunteer program 
participation; 

" requiring TDCJ's Community 
Justice Assistance Division 
(CJAD) to ensure grant 
procedures contain certain 
goals, criteria and processes, 
including an appeals process; 

" requiring CJAD to seek input 
from the CSCDs, the Judicial 
Advisory Council and other 
relevant interest groups 
regarding the feasibility 
of adopting performance 
based standards, and to 
prepare a report containing 
recommendations; and 

" requiring TDCJ's Victim 
Services Division, in 
consultation with the BPP, 
law enforcement agencies 
and other participants in the 
criminal justice system, to 
develop recommendations 
to ensure the victim impact 
statement is submitted to 
TDCJ.  

SB 345 by Whitmire 
abolishes the state boot camp 
program and requires periodic 
reporting to the TBCJ regarding 
volunteer and faith-based programs 
at TDCJ units.  

SB 358 by Hinojosa - prohibits 
a court or parole panel from relying 
solely on the uncorroborated results 
of a polygraph examination for

adjudication of guilt or a revocation 
decision.  

SB 391 by West - clarifies a 
defendant's obligation to pay judge
ordered fines and court costs after 
the expiration of the defendant's 
term of community service.  

SB 727 by Taylor - adds 
burglary of a habitation with the 
intent to commit certain felony 
sex offenses to the list of offenses 
for which a defendant is ineligible 
for judge-ordered community 
supervision, and which require 
a defendant to serve half of their 
sentence (or 30 calendar years, 
whichever is less) before becoming 
parole eligible.  

SB 1003 by Carona - requires 
the Criminal Justice Legislative 
Oversight Committee to appoint 
an independent third party to 
review the use of adult and juvenile 
administrative segregation.  

SB 1173 by West - allows a 
judge, in certain circumstances

involving defendants convicted of a 
state jail felony, to order a sentence 
of incarceration followed by a term 
of community supervision. The bill 
would also require TDCJ to adopt 
policies and procedures to allocate 
30 percent of the cost savings to 
CSCDs.  

SB 1192 by Davis, W. - in cases 
involving sexual assault, entitles 
the victim, guardian of a victim or 
a close relative of a deceased victim 
to request information regarding 
evidence, AIDS and HIV counseling 
and testing as well as a forensic 
medical examination. Also provides 
for notifying the victim of the rights 
described by this bill.  

SB 1297 by Watson - permits 
a governmental body to create a 
publicly-viewable on-line message 
board for use by board and 
commission members, allowing 
them to communicate with one 
another regarding policy matters or 
official business.

Huntsville Unit Mechanical 
The Huntsville Unit Mechanical Department 

is seeking the following qualified offenders for transfer to the Huntsville 
(Walls) Unit: 

* Automotive collision technician(s) with at least five years 
experience in automotive collision repair: current or previous ASE 
certification(s) and "I-Car"' training a plus; verifiable free world 
experience helpful. Employment history should be included.  

* ASE certified automotive technicians with at least five years 
experience in light duty truck and car repair. Verifiable employment 
history should be idoidOd.  

* Experienced exhaust technician with experience in replacing and 
repairing all exhaust components.  

***Note: Offenders must be eligible for transfer to Huntsville Unit; only 
"G2" offenders with no gang affiliation should respond.*** 

Huntsville Unit Outside Service Center seeks 
Automotive Technician(s) with experience in diagnostics, A/C repairs, 
tune-ups and suspension repairs and alignments. Current or previous 
ASE certification(s) a plus and verifiable free world experience helpful.  
Employment history should be included. Offenders must be eligible for 
transfer to Huntsville Unit; only "G1" offenders should respond.  

Interested offenders should send their qualifications to the name and 
address below:

Truck mail: 
Mr. Steve Beaird 

Huntsville Unit Mechanical 

Huntsville Unit (013)

Regular mail: 
Mr. Steve Beaird 

Huntsville Mechanical 

Huntsville Unit 

815 12th Street 

Huntsville, Texas 77340
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Texas Department of Criminal Justice Inmate Trust Fund Department: 
Current Inmate Trust Fund Deposit Options 

Note: Sender's name and address is required when making a deposit to an offender's account. Direct your questions to Inmate Trust Fund telephone number (936)438-8990.
* MONEY ORDERS OR CASHIER'S CHECKS made payable to "Inmate Trust Fund for Offender 

Name and Number" 
-Obtain deposit slips from offender or by sending an addressed, stamped envelope to 
Inmate Trust Fund 
-Send deposits and/or requests for deposit slips to Inmate Trust Fund, P.O. Box 60, 
Huntsville, Texas, 77342-0060; Phone Number: (936)438-8990.  

* MONTHLY CHECKING ACCOUNT DEBIT (ACH) *THIS IS A FREE SERVICE* 
-Complete an ACIH authorization form (available online from TDCJ's website link to the Imnate 
Trust Fund ITF] or may be obtained by waiting to 11TF) and have a set amount automatically debited 
from a personal checking account once each month for deposit to a specified offender 
-Attach a voided check on the account to be debited 
-Debit transaction will occur on the 5* of each month 
-Submit form with voided check to: 

Inmate Trust Fund, P. 0. Box 60, Huntsville, Texas 77342-0060 
-Free service provided by TDCJ 

* WESTERN UNION QUICK COLLECT (FEES VARY) 
From anywhere in the Jnited States. All three Quick Collect products are subject to different 
fees, send amounts, and other restrictions in certain states. Standard fee for over-the-counter

--- --..-. -- - .. ..- - - -...- - - .. ..-.-. - - - .-.- .- ..-..  

**r

AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT FOR AUTOMATIC DEPOSITS 
(ACH CREDITS) TO AN INMATE ACCOUNT 

I AUTHORIZE THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, INMATE 
TRUST FUND TO DEBIT MY CHECKING ACCOUNT EACH MONTH THE 
AMOUNTOF$_FOR CREDIT TO THE INMATE TRUST FUND 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF: 
INMATE NAME 
INMATE TDCJ NUMBER_ 

ACCOUNT INFORMATION IS LISTED BELOW 
** MUST ATTACH A VOIDED CHECK ** 

NAME ON ACCOUNT_ 
BANK NAME 
BANK ADDRESS

CHECKING ACCOUNT NUMBER 

SIGNATURE 
DATE 
DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER

*** DEBIT TRANSACTIONS WILL OCCUR ON THE 5th OF EACH MONTH. *** 

THIS AUTHORITY IS TO REMAIN IN FULL FORCE UNT1L TDCJ HAS RECEIVED NOTICE IN WRITING 
FROM THE ACCOUNT HOLDER TO CANCEL THIS MONTHLY TRANSACTION FROM OCCURRING.

ITF USE ONLY: 
ENTERED 
VERIFIED 
DATE DEBIT TO BEGIN 

1

Quick Collect transaction at a Western Union location, Deposit will post to 
otfender's account within 24 hours.  

Western Union Quick Collect 
-Call Western Jnion at 1-800-325-6000, or visit www.westernunion.com to find 

the nearest Western Union location 
Western Union Quick Collect by Phone 
-For credit card transactions - call Western Union at 1-800-634-3422 

(Press 2 to send Quick Collect payment) 
Western Union Quick Collect Online 
-For Web transactions, visit www.westernunion.cor 
For each Quick Collect transaction the following information must be 
provided: 
Pay to: T[)CJ-Inmate Trust Fund 
Code City and State: TiiCJf/X 
Account number with Facility: Inmate's TDCJ number and inmate's last name 
Attention: Inmate's last name and inmate's first name 

* WESTERN UNION CONVENIENCE PAY 
Offered at select locations within the state of Texas. Send up to $200 to an 
offender's trust fund account for a service fee. Call 1-800-354-0005 to find a 
Convenience Pay agent location. Retail locations include Kroger, HEB, Minyard's, 
Sack 'n Save, Carnival and selected Western Union agent locations.  
0 ACE, AMERICA'S CASH EXPRESS 
'From anywhere in the United States. Deposit funds to an offender's trust fund 

I account for a service fee. For the nearest ACE location, call 1-866-734-2306 or 
I visit their web site at www.acecashexpress.com.  

* * ECOMMDIRECT is the secure way to make a deposit in an otTender's trust 

g fund account.  
-Visit wwwtexas.go'/eCommDiret 

-Enter offender details 
-Add deposit amount to your cart 

-Check out using a Visa or Mastercard 
* JPAY 
Allows you to send money to an offender for a service fee. Visit their web site at 

I w jpyavom or call 1-800-574-5729 to send funds using Visa or MasterCard 
I credit/debit card. Senders can make cash deposits at any MoneyGram location 
I nationwide using an Express Payment forn and using RECEIVE CODE 3570.  
1 * TOUCH PAYMENT SYSTEMS 

Provides convenient ways to get money to your loved ones with low service fees.  
-Online: www.tdcjpayment.com 
-Telephone (toll-free): 1-877-868-5358 
MasterCard and Visa credit/debit cards are accepted, as well as MoneyPak, which 
is a remote cash option available at retailers nationwide. Visit: https://www.  
monepak. com/Partner/Payment. asp~xLTouchPavfor details and locations.  

NOTE: Sender's name and address are required when making a deposit to an 
offender's account. Direct and questions to Inmate Trust Fund, (936)438-8990.  
- Do not send funds to offenders you do not know 

I - Do not send funds to an offender as a favor for offenders you do know 
I - Report EXTORTION to Unit Warden/Office of Inspector General 

- Offenders do not earn interest on funds in their account 
a Do not send cash, stamps or personal items for offenders to either the unit or 

Inmate Trust Fund 
- Do not send deposits to the unit 

I - Personal mail sent to P.O. Box 60 is not forwarded 
I - Obtain deposit slips from OFFENDER for money orders or cashier's checks. 4
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The G.O.A.T. that chased yesterday 
Bryan J. Aioore 

Staff Writer 

is one of the richest men in the world, he must also be 

one of the happiest. But reality couldn't be further from 
f you took a poll of random strangers on the the truth. You see, Michael Jordan is the G.O.A.T. that 

street and asked them whether chased yesterday.  
or not Michael Jordan (MJ) was An article in a recent issue of ESPN magazine reveals 
the G.O.A.T., I have the utmost the struggle Michael has to find happiness off the court.  
confidence that many would, Simply put, the G.O.A.T. is having an identity crisis-be 
reply with a resounding "Yes!SipyptthGOAT.ihangnidttycss-e 
Top wth of youunfaili h Ye refuses to reconcile who he is with who he once was.  
Tt ose o oy, GnOamiliarwstndsTake for example Michael's obsession with the number 

"te stinolofyAllTime".sYoudodb218, which was his weight in his championship "Greatest of All Time'. You would be -
prime. Or the instances according to insiders that 

hardMichael has played at full speed in practice sessions 
the opinion that Michael is indeed the greatest as withe young guo the izar s 

it prtans o te gme o baketall i with the young guns on the Wizards and Bobcats 
it pertains to the game of basketball to awaken the next morning virtually 

Let's look briefly at the record: MJ once scored nl to moe. Thi e demnsrtes 
63 points in a single game. There was another unable to move. This clearly demonstrates 

game where he scored 38 points. Now you say, that Michael cannot accept that time has 
"Hold on, man! Thirty-eight points? That's no big brought an end to his youth, his reign 
deal. Bron-Bron (LeBron James' nickname) does as king and his championship prime.  

that all the time!" This is true. It's no big deal until you Michael would do well to take notes 
consider that in this game MJ had the flu. The man was from his peers who have successfully made 
playing with a triple-digit temperature. Let me see Bron- the transition to life "after the limelight." 
Bron do that. Magic Johnson is a prime example of 

Michael also led the Chicago Bulls to not one, not three, such a transition. After a frightening 
but six NBA championships. That's two three-peats for brush with mortality, Magic 
the benefit of the uninformed. Michael was also the first overhauled his identity and is now a 
basketball player to have his own shoe deal, making his thriving entrepreneur and color 
iconic Jumpman logo as internationally known as he is. analyst leading a service-oriented 

With athletic prowess and many endorsements, life. Even Charles Barkley can offer 
Michael Jordan has earned millions, if not billions of Michael a few pointers. No longer 
dollars. The easy assumption would be that since MJ eager to court controversy, Sir Charles has 

settled down to enjoy a successful second 

Prison Rape Eli m nation career insports broadcasting.  

T# Scott Peck also has some good advice.  

Act (PREA) Ombudsman In "A Road Less Traveled" he lists over 

In 2007, the Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) Ombudsman a dozen major attitudes and conditions 

was established by the 80th Legislature (Texas Govenmment Code that must be overcome to attain genuine 

J 501.171- .178) and was appointed by the Texas Board of Criminal spiritual evolution. One of these listed is 
letting go of the agility of youth Justice (TBCJ). The PREA Ombudsman provides offnders fali li y .  

Letting go of the agility of youth is part 
and friends of offenders and the general public an independent office of the aging process. This consists of 
to report sexual assaults occurring in Texas Department of Criminal a ,a 
Justice (TDCJ) correctional facilities. anidto ensure the impartial andcembracingfwittitudef"what ws 

and embracing with gratitude "what is" 
resolution of complaints of allegations of sexual assault. The PREA 

A. Therein lies the problem with MJ. He 
Ombudsman reportsdirectly to the TBCJ chairman and may be . .  

contact at he olloingaddrss;cannot appreciate what is because he is 

to busy chasing the past. The worst thing 

PREA Ombudsman about chasing the past is that the more 
time we spend in pursuit, the further away 
we actually get from the goal.  

Huntsville, Texas 77342 When we hinge our happiness and 
Due to the serious nature of sexual assaults, and in accordance with identity on things outside of ourselves, both 

TDCJ policy on "Zero-Tolerance" against sexual assaults, offenders are doomed to meet an untimely demise 
knowledgeable of an offender-on-offender or staff-on-offender sexual because that is the nature of external 
assault that occurs within a TDCJ correctional facility are encouraged things. Our society insists that happiness 
to immediately report the allegation to the facility administration or is getting more, having more and doing 
the Office of the Inspector General (OIG). more, but sometimes the key to happiness 

lies in simply knowing when to let go. 4

Taking advice 

and avoiding 
soot stains in 

the carpet

.......

Is not 
"N, 4(ojr eto listen to adice. Wait... let 

me ecoiiside that statement. I listen quite 
Iel; 1 simply reject the advice. It may 

makebe tter sense than mny own plans, bt 
I'n LiSUli ddisiissive, even when it comes 
ftrom people I love and respect I feel like I 
know what m 1-doing and what I' Isaving 
makes perfect sense on its own. Maybe 
that's why unsolicited advice drives me 
c1'a'f. I've discovered that thieeties a real 
possibility that I may he ;wriong and-]whven I 
am, it's a hot mess - hkitall.  

I came home oncc romv isiting my 
parents with two boxes of told journals and 
therapeutic paperwork i myn in tinie in the 
Texas Y'uth Cminmission I Iod my best 
friend f mv plansP t. smhol ilni bn these 
papers in the replace. She immediately 
opposed. "This isn't a gid idea. I kn()Xw 
how you are, you get im patent, and besides, 
vI In re in SUpposed o burn paper like that 
ini a t~(2Ie0 Ox 

sai " n Weil, they do it in the movies and 
I thin "it will be a great S Vin II of closure." 
She r1(e11d hei eves. ".IJust use the shredder." 
)hviOusly she didn't understand the lack 

(f (21110o11S involved xVith just using the 
shredder. So I pushed the b 1xes tIwardls the 
tireplace and made a stack. I lit the edges of 
the paper with a match and the sheets hegan 
to curl with fire. I closed the screen and 
watched my past disappear. For a moment 
1 felt satisfied.  

The minutes crept by and the Ilames grew 
smaller. I was getting imlpaltient.  

"TIhis is taking luger than I thought," I 
said to myself. I hegan stulting more paper 
through the top of the screen to)engage the 
dwindliung faric.mI1heaid hler sax, slow 
elown!" 1 said, "No, it's fine, I've got it. I 
just doin t know\ wxhy it's g',ing out." Then, 
suddenly, the stack shifted.  

The lire I thought was dying came to 
life, shooting licks of fame through the 
screen and up the wall. I rome mi r running 
towards the kitchen as my best friend rushed 
by ie carrying a huge pot )Lofx water. She 
threwx vit xatlial of her might, extinguishing 
theblaze he 0re it attem pted to grw hey x nd 
the fireplace. Soot stained the carpet. She 
dropped the pot on the fkor.  

"I told yNeU t()I slow dlownr she yeNled. I 
looked at the pot lying on its side and asked, 
"How did you have time to fill that up? " 

"Are vou crazy?," she asked. "I tilled it up 
the second I sax you dragging those boxes 
towards the I irepi ec! 

Relecting on that memory, I can admit 
there are times that (Ther people, whom I 
love and value, have good insight. I get so 
wrapped up in being right, I forget there are 
other ways than my Iax. Asking for help or 
input from a trusted source is not weakness.  
It is, in fact, smart and elieient. Actually, I 
never did get all the soot out of that carpet.

. 1 . 1 1 1 1 - 1
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The Recogn 
VOlunteers recSe t o Storybo0 k proyc 
I Austi eGovernors Ad

vo.runteers travel to. Gatesville Unfs.endersselect bok 
.... .... ..... T h e reCho t ic id e .  

WSP is a non-profit organization that records tberatotircldn................  
incarcerated mothers reading stories and brief 
messages to their children, with tapes and new the women's units per year. In addition, 
books mailed to their children. Founder and they carry out the duties of storing, 
director of WSP, J. Dulinig, heard about a similar packing and shipping approximately 350 
program in Louisville, Ky., and was moved to books and tapes each month to children 
start one in Texas. With assistance from A. around the country.  
Mooney, a social worker at TDCJ's Hilltop Unit, Every prospective WSP volunteer must 
Dullnig designed the new program. complete mandatory TDCJ volunteer 

"Women's Storybook Project is a simple idea training and periodic refresher sessions 
with big impact," Dullnig said. The biggest and as required. Also, new volunteers must 
most important impact is the one that it has on be trained in WSP's recording process.  
those for whom it was created - the children. They travel to various female units up to 

"From the beginning, there were stories about four times before completing volunteer 
children taking the books and tapes to bed training.  
with them, playing the tape over and over, and Volunteer team leaders coordinate 
bringing it with them to school for Show and and oversee the challenging process of 
Tell," she said. It has also been reported by the recording incarcerated mothers. There 
guardians of the children that they carry the must be volunteers to facilitate the 
tapes wherever they go-and even talk back to recording process and adequate security 
them! staff available.  

Response from the children is positive. One There are many payoffs for the hard work 
child wrote in to say, "Dear Whoever Gets This: This project provides volunteers with a way 
I love hearing my mom's voice." make a difference in the lives of others, and 

Another child said: Hi! The Giving Tree was a positive affect on the institutions where it h 
great story. My mom reading it to me made me been implemented cannot be denied. Moth 
very happy. I am looking forward to my mom who wish to participate in WSP must have 
coming home soon. Thank You." at least 90 days of good behavior, which ha 

"I really was happy to receive the tape and yielded a decrease in disciplinary infraction 
book. It was wonderful to share this with my What happens behind prison walls is just 
mom. I feel very close to her hearing her voice. small part of the storytelling effort. WSP is 
Thank you for making this possible," said yet profit, relying primarily on monetary donate 
another child whose mother participated in the to operate; flindraisers and book drives are 
storybook program. constant events. WSP partners with individ 

After the program was successfully corporations, civic groups, churches and 
implemented on the Hilltop Unit, it was students and staff of major universities. It 
implemented on the Lane Murray Unit. employs this multi-strand system to obtain 
WSP currently exists on six of eight women's books, financial donations and other neede 
prisons-Mt. View, Woodman, Plane, Henley, materials.  
Hilltop and Murray. Everything that happens concerning 

The heart and soul of WSP is volunteerism. Women's Storybook Project is relayed in it 
WSP began in 2003 as part of the outreach quarterly newsletter "Book Notes", compos 
program at St. Marks Episcopal Church in of contributions from volunteers, guardian 
Austin. In those early days, WSP had only five and incarcerated mothers. Whether it is inI 
volunteers. Today it boasts 150 volunteers area of fundraising, conducting a book driv 
representing all faiths, ages and career paths -- instructing others on how to properly pack 
from high school students to retirees. the books, or shipping out a high volume of 

Volunteers make approximately 68 visits to books from one unit, "Book Notes" lauds th

Tet Plan volunteers disCuss the storybookpry 
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exemplary achievements of volunteers who 
make WSP a success.  

Windham School District (WSD) partners 
with the storybook program at several Texas 
prison sites, coordinating efforts with the 
WSD Parenting program. As a result, WSP has 
been honored three times as a recipient of the 
Governor's Criminal Justice Volunteer Service 
Awards: twice as a WSD Judy Burd Award 
recipient, and once as a TDCJ Susan Cranford 
Female Offender Program Award honoree.  

This award-winning effort to strengthen the 
bond of incarcerated parents and children is 
continually improving.  

"WoNmen's Storybook Project has recently 
received approval to update its recording 
equipment to CD's," Dullnig said. "We are 
also hoping to provide an extension of WSP 
to the mother and child when she reenters 
the community. The extension will be called 
Storybook @ the Center." 

Passionate volunteers, a vast support network 
of donors, and dedicated parents are connecting 
children with incarcerated mothers through 
reading and literature. Women's Storybook 
Project of Texas remains a simple idea with a 
very big impact.  
Sources: 

www.storybookproject.org 
Submitted information, J. Dullnig, 

July 20,2013 
Storybook quarterly newsletters 4
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Revisions 
Board Policy 03.91 
Uniform Offender 
Correspondence Rules 

The Texas Board of Criminal Justice approved 
the following revisions to the correspondence 
rules during the August 2013 board meeting. The 
revisions were effective Oct. 1, 2013, with the 
exception of the receipt of stationery.  

1. Stationery 
" Effective March 1,2014, offenders will 

no longer be allowed to receive stationery 
through the mail.  

" Stationery is defined as "paper and 
envelopes, to include carbon paper, 
purchased through the unit commissary 
by the offender, provided through the 
indigent correspondence supply program, or 
purchased by offender families and friends 
through the eCommDirect program." 

2. Time Limits 
" Incoming/outgoing mail will be processed 

within two business days of receipt.  
" Packages will be processed within three 

business days of receipt.  

3. Altered Photo 
* Added a definition for altered photo; means 

"an image with content in violation of this 
policy that has been edited, including, but 
not limited to, by removing or changing 
the contents of the image with a computer 
software program or other means." 

4. Sexually Explicit Images 
* Revised the definition so photos showing 

intercourse without being able to see actual 
nudity can be denied.  

5. Indigent Postage 
" An indigent offender may use indigent 

postage to send five one ounce domestic 
letters per month to general correspondents.  

" Removed references to the first 6o days that 
an offender is indigent. 4

State Counsel for Offenders (SCFO) answers questions on 
time calculations, proxy marriages 

SCFO Staff Report State Counsel for Offenders (SCFO) comprises a group of attorneys and legal staff whose mission 
is to provide legal representation to indigent offenders who are charged with criminal offenses 
while in TDCJ. SCFO also provides legal counsel to offenders regarding legal questions, about 

marriage, divorce, and child custody.  
There are two areas that have seen recent changes in the law that may be of particular interest: time 

calculations related to community supervision and getting married while incarcerated. After reading 
this, if you have specific questions, please feel free to write SCFO either by first-class letter or through 
an 1-60.

Time Calculaions 
Question: IfI am or was under conditions 

related to community supervision, how are 
time credits calculated? 

Answer: The purpose of community supervision 
is for rehabilitation and reform. Community 
supervision is not a right. Rather the court has 
the discretion on whether to grant community 
supervision to those eligible defendants. If granted, 
the defendant must abide by specific standards 
ordered as a condition of release. The terms of 
release to community supervision are outlined in 
the sentencing documents and are referred to as 
"conditions of community supervision." Fulfilling 
these conditions may require remaining in custody 
somewhere. Failure to abide by these conditions 
may result in revocation of release and a return to 
incarceration in a penal institution.  

For offenses committed prior to Sept. 1, 1993, all 
time spent in jail on a particular matter, including 
periods of confinement, as a condition of community 
supervision shall be credited.  

In 1993 the 73rd Legislature amended both Article 
42.03, 2(a) and Article 42.12, 26(b) of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. These amendments provided 
that persons confined in county jails as a condition 
of community supervision would no longer receive 
credit for those periods of confinement. This change 
applied to offenses committed between Sept. 1, 
1993, and Aug. 31, 2007.  

Effective Sept. 1, 2007, the law was again changed 
regarding this issue. The new law enables an 
offender initially placed on deferred adjudication 
on or after Sept. 1, 2007, to receive credit for time 
served in a Texas Department of Criminal Justice

system operated substance abuse treatment facility 
under Government Code 493.009, or another 
court ordered residential program or facility.  
This time must have been served as a condition 
of deferred adjudication and only applies if the 
defendant successfully completed the 
treatment program at that facility. This change 
does not affect offenders who received a conviction 
in which the punishment was suspended, nor will it 
apply to time spent in county jail, restitution centers 
or intermediate sanction facilities as a condition of 
community supervision.  

Marriage 
Question: As an incarcerated individual, 

can I get married? 
Answer: Prior to Sept. 1, 2013, it had been 

possible for an offender to get married. The non
incarcerated party would have completed the 
paperwork in the free world. When it came time 
for the marriage ceremony, the offender would 
have had a proxy stand in for him/her at the county 
courthouse. Even two offenders could have married 
by having two proxies fill in for both offenders. As of 
Sept. 1, 2013, though, this all came to an end. HB 869 
that was passed by the 83rd Texas Legislature put 
an end to proxy marriages for those incarcerated.  
The new law allows only active military members 
serving oversees to marry via a proxy. The new law 
does not prohibit an offender from getting married.  
But by eliminating proxy marriage, it requires that 
an offender wait until he/she is out of prison before 
he/she can get married. 4

exas Inmate Familiesan! [I 'ne I ,p re ' pa [ 1 e w 
Association (TFA) 
will host a Houston-area workshop this fall and a Killeen winter 

workshop. The Pearland Houston chapter parole packet workshop will 
be held on Nov. 23, from 12-4 p.m. at the Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic 
Church, 6502 CR 48, Manvel, TX, 77578 (just south of Houston off Hwy 
6). The Killeen chapter parole packet workshop will be held in Jan. 2014 at 
the American Legion J.Q. Adams Post 223, 208 South Park St., Killeen, TX 
76541.  

Interested family members can go to ww-w'.TIFA.org for workshop 
registration forms or call (512) 371-0900 for more information.  

TDCJ visitation survey 
During the 2013 Texas legislative session, the Texas Legislature passed

budget Rider 61, which 
requires TDCXJ to conduct a 

study of its visitation policies for the purpose of improving those policies.  
TIFA and other advocacy groups are working with the Texas Criminal 

Justice Coalition (TCJC) to distribute an anonymous visitation survey to as 
many families and friends as possible. Please forward this information to 
any family members and friends who visit. A link to the survey can be found 
at www.tifa.org 

Those wanting to complete a hard copy of the survey can email jrenaud@ 
texascuc.org or call (512) 441-8123 ext. 102. To request a mailed copy, family 
members can also request a survey by sending a written request to: 

Survey 
1714 Fortview Rd. Ste. t04 
Austin, TX 78704
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The day 
Submitted by Deborah Reiser 

Plane State Jail 

Dark colors and deep shadows of the night 
shift into the morning light.  

Oranges glow into red 
warning us of rain ahead.  
As the sky turns bluer still 

I stand in line to take my pill.  

On the tail of a gentle breeze 
lands as dainty as you please, 

a jaunty, flitting butterfly 
shares audience of this daybreak sky.  

Dark clouds collect out toward the west 
while mourning doves and sparrows rest 

alongfence tops and gutters' edge.  
They strut and dance along the ledge 

tormenting cats in shadows below 
while the light blue sky brightens toyellow 

The world appears to sparkle bright 
with each color shift of daybreak light.  
The more awake his creatures become, 

the more aware.. I miss my home, 

As the gems of dewfry on the lawn 
Giggle aloud, stretch big, stifle a yawn.  

Where would I be, what would I've missed 
IfI'd stayed "bunked up" and skipped all this.  

As God's brightest lqht reaches down 
I can't help but lose my frown.  

Promises, hugs a whisper of a touch 
tells us we are loved and missed, oh so much.  

As the afternoon shadows stretch out longer 
our rested minds start to wander.  

The heartbreaking cry of a lonesome dove 
stirs up memories of life's long-lost true love.  

No matter what, it's past time to wait 
for life to hand down a differentfate.  

We'll do our time with grace held true.  
For ifwe don't, it's more than us lost and blue.  

As the indigo sky eases into dusk 
thefading light invites evening's musk, 

The crickets launch into day's 'farewell" serenade 
while the rest of us perform thefabled chow parade 

When finally we have our trays and seats 
the most mindful of us don't miss a beat.  

One of us offers up prayer and aid, 
"Thank you, Gad, for the day you've made."

Time whispers sad songs of"no choices" 
hearing them played day by day.  

It's hard tofind love in cold voices 
when there's not a compassionate way.  

She watches the people around her 
as they enter in one by one.  

She tries just to be an observer 
yet she wonders what all they have done.  

Some have been brutally beaten 
with many scar on theirface 

while running from viciously mean men 
they've escaped to a much safer place.  

Some are fighting that heroin monkey 

and the minute she leaves them alone, 
thMy shake like a wet little puppy 

and cry cause they want to go home.  

While others, not n60 to thesystem 
with neyrd whine nor a whim 

familiar with the direction 
they commit their offense once agai.

The gates of freedom
meet me there! 
Submitted by James Carlberg 

Estelle Unit 

Lots of years in this prison 
Waiting, hoping as time goes by 

Ever nearing those gates of freedom 
Wanting to soar; wanting to fly 

Perseverance and hope are with me 
Two qualities I've put on for years 

And I've met a million personalities 
And cried a million tears 

My relatives are far from me 
With most contact done by letter 

Arnd a phone call sometimes made 
To lift my spirits and nake me feel better 

Now that historical day is coming 
When I will leave this turbulent place 

And walk through those gates of freedom 
Hoping to see a waiting face 

Full of welcome and love 
Coming from friends with great big hearts 

Knowing h m coming out to brightness 
And leaving behind this world of dark 

I've got hTpes for a better life 
The best life Jve ever knoli n 

Where al mistakes arce goneand paid for 
Andf hope lots OF good things to lke home 

The gates of freedom are stil trading 
iting to serve justice fair 

ransporting a iebetweeAtwo worls 
n hopes that loved ones met n e t ere!
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A woman of strength 
Submitted by Debbie Smiley Fin> 

Terrace Unit 

A strong woman works out every day...  
But a woman of strength kneels to pray, keeping her soul in shape 

A strong woManIs 't afraid of anything...  

But a woman of strength shows courage in the midst of her (ear 
A strong woman won't let anyone get the best of her...  
Yet a woman of strength gives her best to everyone...  

A strong woman makes mistakes andavoids the same for tomorrow...  
A woman of strength realizes lit(P s mistakes...  

thanking God for the blessings as she capitalizes on them...  
A strong woman walks head first with no doubt in her mind...  

A woman of strength knows God will cat ither when she falls...  
A strong woman wears the look of confidence on her face...  

Xi' A ivoman of strength wears grace...  
A strong woman has faith thai far the Journey she'll have enough...  

but a woman of strength knows it's in the journey she will become strong.  

I remember Mom 
Submitted by Burnell Cannon Jr.  

Middleton Unit ' 

I had a dream about my mom last night, 

About the things she did.  

It took me to those precious days 

Back when I was a kid. .  

And every time that I came near 

She'd always hold me close, Remember_ e? 
The strength she showed throughout her struggle Submitted by Cheryl Haga 

.. IsWhat I cherish most. Riverside Unit 

Each morning, we shared breakfast As I sit here thinking of the things I've done 
And it was always cooked. and I keep my heart on the run 

wondering: do the people I once loved remember me? 
Each day before I left for school, 

feeffitq pain and hurt 
She'd smile and give me that look running so fast trying to escape the dirt 
So always let your mother know running from face to face 

only finding this empty space inside this lonely place 
Wondering does anyone remember me? 

Because each morning, I wake upha When I hod that sweet smile 
I wish my Mom was still ave and going that extra mile.  

Do family and friends really care 
r remember me when I was there? 
or now I cant find them anywhere.

Remember me when chane my life and walk that straight and na-rrow road; 
ligY my:lif inally unfold 

,mqn.ttered4reams come and go 
alonq krends and family the people I do not know 

1110"inC4eenone wi l. fallinto their proper place.  
9 en will you remember my face? 

Rememnbernwe??
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Powledge hUi jskelbafl townamen3: First place 
eCim Powledge Pirates are C. Barnes, V. Orte 

T. Fullerlove, J. Hall, B. Conwqy, V. Taylor and T.  
Gilbreath.

. .......

Clements Unit power lifting winners are regular division: (132
149 lbs.) J. Martin 870# total; (148-164 lbs.) J. Huizar 900# total; 
(165-180 lbs.) C. Salinas 930# total: (181-197 lbs.) N. Tomlin 
1,020# total; (198-219 lbs.) G. Potter 1,020# total; (220-241 lbs.) 
R. Coleman 1,050# total, (242-275 lbs.) D. Cdum 1,350# total 
and (276+ lbsf Ford 1 Q otal. Masters division (45 yrs. +): 
(148-164 lbs.) R. Gamble 750# total and (i9V-219 lbs.) R. Bams 
840# tofal.

Powledge Unit basketball tournament: Second place 
learn Powledge Celtics are J. Davis, R. Debouse B.  
Gullette, K. Hickman, R. St. Rose, J. Matson, D. Carey 
and V. Hernandez.

Coffield Unit 5 on 5 basketball: First place winners are C.  
Thompson, D. Brown, J. Thompson, J. Walker, J. Wallace, K.  
Baker, L. Johnson, M. Braggs, P. Dubriel, R. McKenzie, R. Meke 
and S. Thompson.

oree Unit softball tournament winners "Easy Riders" are J.  
idridge, J. Melchor, M. Smith, C. Lee, M. Hess, J. Aguirre, A.  
ortinas, D. Depositario, C. Rodriguez, L. Afileje, T. Hill and L.  
udson.
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Terrell Unit volleyball tournament: First place winners are 
M. Garcia, C. Munoz, K. Teague, H. Woff IV and R. Dowell.
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Wallace Unit CIP graduates are G. Pena, J. Orta, 
Hernandez, R. Edwards, M. Oliver, M. McClain, D.  
Alsip, D. Bogan and T. Timmons.

... .... ..

All 

. .....

Jordan Unit CIP graduates are M. Aguilar, J. Hare, H.  
Bermudez, C. Peacock, M. Beard, K. Lutz, M. Garcia, 
D. Gomez, L. Sandoval, J. Flores, C. Resendez, W.  
Calhoun, G. Boswell, Z. Berry, K. Green, S. Ross and J.  
McMillan.

Crain Unit Riverside Campus CIP graduates are P. Thomas, R. Alley, L. Lewis.  
C. Chaney, A. Brown, D. Taylor, E. Barron, D. Logan, L. Harris, 0. Sterns, P.  
Thomas, R. Garcia, B. Centeno, L. Gomez, E. Stokvis, M. Holloway, A. Davis, 
F. Anderson, J. Thigpen, K. Sanchez and instructor P. Bohne.

Allred Unit CIP graduates are J. Monk, E. Clark, D. Mullins, S.  
Jackson, P. Goodrich, B. Scott, L. Woods, L. Harris, M. Jones, S.  
Cross, B. Rogers, J. Walls, H. Sanders, P. Herrera, M. Hawkins, S.  
Buckley, D. Haywood, J. Cardenas, S. Garcia, K. Hood, D. Smith, 
J. Jeffrey, R. Galvan 11, J. Stricklin and instructor A. DesAutels.

e A. Suarez, J.  
Sanchez, J.

Crain Unit Riverside Campus CIP graduates are M. Cain, T. Smith, Z.  
Hall, R. Giglio, Q. Coombs, E. Huerta, M Garza, W. Bailey, L. Fletcher, 
K. McGee, S. Curtis, L. Bagley, T. Frandenburg, G. Munoz and F.  
Anderson.

Wallace Unit CIP graduates are F. Lewis, J. Reaves, C. Nash, 
C. Harper, A. Garza, K. Manning, J. Denny, T. Tinsley and J.  
Perez.
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was a rent-a-pilot, sel-employed, 
on a fall morning in 1991 when I was 
telephoned at home to fly a typical 
"jump and run" fast freight. It was a jet 

charter trip to Guadalajara, Mexico (carrying 
1400 lbs. of UPS), from Cherry Air jet charter, 
located at Dallas Addison Airport.  

This call and proposed flight was not at all 
unusual, for them or me, except for one item: 
they needed to use a Jet Commander (AC-1121) as 
the aircraft model for the flight. They said all their 
Lear jets were out flying, and I was a captain rated in 
the Jet Commanders. They flew their Jet Command
ers so little that they didn't have a captain for them 
on staff.  

The Commander we used that day was a mess.  
It had been sitting out in the hot sun, collecting 
bird droppings for years, and nobody could seem 
to remember when it was last flown. Nevertheless, 
there was money to be made so we used every trick 
in the book to get the machine running. Defying the 
expectations of some, we actually got it in the air that 
morning before anything broke.  

Neither pilots nor airlines admire the Jet Com
mander aircraft. Low-slung and straight-winged, its 
high drag, heavy and ridiculously complex systems 
were part of the reason we unaffectionately called 
them "jet commodes." Some pilots called them lead 
sleds, a reference to their flying qualities. The owner 
of Cherry Air was using a commander that morn
ing because the man was greedy and hated "leaving 
money on the table." I was there for the same reason.  

We got 30 miles out of Addison before our plane 
started acting up. It began with a big thump, a force
ful shaking, a left yaw pull of the plane's nose, and 
more air noise. One scan of our panel revealed the 
left main landing gear to be down all of a sudden 
only that one wheel. The nose wheel and right main 
were still up in their wells. Initially, we thought to 
simply raise it, but then we noticed we could not 
because we had no hydraulic pressure. We had no 
clue where eight quarts of hydraulic fluid might 
have gone to. This is bad news on a Jet Commander 
because so much is hydraulically powered - brakes, 
flaps, thrust reversers. We turned back. Obviously we 
couldn't go to Mexico in that condition.  

So there we were, flying over Dallas with one wheel 
stuck down like a peg leg, working up a new plan 
between my co-pilot and myself, the only human 
occupants in our airplane. At that moment we were 
too heavy to land because maximum landing weight 
is 15,000 lbs. and we had taken off at more than 
18,ooo lbs. With no fuel-dumping capability we had 
to burn off excess weight, and that gave us plenty of 
time to think - a luxury in any emergency.  

At first glance it appeared there was an elegant 
and simple solution to our situation: do an emer
gency extension of the other two landing gears; land 
somewhere with a long enough runway for us to get 
stopped without the use of flaps or reliable brakes or 
thrust reversers and then let Cherry Air worry about 
their broken airplane, the UPS boxes, and getting 
us home. The way we saw it, our job was to fly, and 
survive to fly again. We were following the "KISS" 
rule - "keep it simple, stupid." 

It just wasn't that simple.  
When we attempted the emergency extension of 

the other two wheels, the nose wheel would not fully 
extend. We had two main wheels down and our nose 
wheel only partially down. This was bad because 
any landing with the nose-wheel not locked down 
would cause the nose of the aircraft to collapse on 
the runway at high speed. Extensive damage to the 
aircraft, as well as possible loss of control and injury 
to us would result. It was impossible to predict what

All was in slow motion as time compressed. We 
were gradually slowing and thought the worst was 
over.  

Just when we thought we had the situation in
hand, our cockpit began filling with noxious gray 
smoke from the floor up. The smoke was so acrid 
that we didn't dare to breathe it, and eventually 
had to raise our heads as it filled the entire cock

would occur or how things would turn out, although pit. We had no time to determine what it was. We 
one thing was pretty certain: it would be the demise plowed into the 12-feet deep foam at 11o mph and 
of that proud aircraft because no one was going to everything outside went white, leaving us to use our 
spend big bucks to fix an old 1965 model Jet Com- compass for reference.  
mander. After that, we didn't know how far down the run

Any ending was going to be undesirable, with a way we went.  
range of possibility between a bad day and death. We We had our heads on the ceiling, hoping we'd come 
knew we were heading for an accident and there was to a stop before the wicked smoke engulfed our eyes 
no way for us to stop it or get away from it. The only and noses.  
thing we could control was where our accident would We didn't stop. The cockpit filled with smoke. I 
happen. was still making rudder inputs as the smoke came 

We had no way of knowing why the nose wheel over my chin. I took a last breath and held it. I heard 
wouldn't lock down into place. We spent 90 min- my co-pilot tear his oxygen mask from its holder. My 
utes doing every possible maneuver to sling, pop, last glimpse of the compass showed we were turning.  
or snap the nose wheel down: high six turns, slips, Then we were blinded.  
skids, radical pitch-overs, snap rolls, slow flight with We then stopped. The airplane was still in the 
yawing. We even took the airplane down and out foam. My copilot bolted for the exit door. I groped 
of desperation, slammed it repeatedly on a runway for the engine "T" handles, pulled them, then found 
while holding the nose up, attempting to jar the nose and switched off the battery master. I felt my way out 
wheel down with bone crushing touch-n-go's. Tower the opened exit door.  
said "almost". However, the poor design had the I was running, unsure of my direction, my lungs 
nose wheel swinging forward into the oncoming slip- burning because I'd breathed some of the smoke 
stream, and we couldn't get it forward all the way. when my breath ran out, wondering how there could 
We resigned ourselves to a nose wheel up landing. be so much foam. Sounds were uncertain. Don't go 

Waiting for the fuel to run low was like waiting down. Stay on yourfeet, I was telling myself. A fire
for the sand in an hourglass to run out - the time man caught me in both. arms, leading me off in a bet
at which our fate would be decided. We'd taken off ter direction. I turned arpund to see my aircraft on 
with 7,100 lbs. of fuel. I planned our crash landing fire!! I hadn't even known. That's why 'all thefoam,I 
to have only 700 lbs. of fuel on board, just enough thought.  
for one go-round if everything wasn't right, giving us I saw our landing on the 5 o'clock news that day 
a touchdown weight of 12,000 lbs. - as light as we when I got home. A 70-foot plume of flame trailed 
could be to make it as easy as it could be - to stop. our aircraft as we streaked down the runway and into 

We chose Love Field's runway 13R, their longest the foam, then the flame lit the foam from within like 
(10,800 ft.). It had wide, grass covered clearways a rocket through clouds.  
surrounding it and of fire, rescue, emergency and The National Transportation and Safety Board 
support services. (NTSB) and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

When the time arrived to attempt our landing, we investigations which followed answered our techni
officially declared an emergency, requested all emer- cal questions. The nose wheel wouldn't fully extend 
gency equipment on the field, and asked for heavy because the terrible design used rubber bungee 
foam laid on the last 8,000 ft. of runway 13R. We cords as a backup to the hydraulics to pull the wheel 
also asked for the entire west side of Lov Jlpe f intoitsond locked position. The old 
cleared of aircraft and non-essential vehicdes 14n't have enough pull. The left main wheel 

The many colored, twinkling lights which we saw had fallen out because the back-up mechanical lock 
lining both sides of the foam-covered runway were was too worn out to hold it up after hydraulic failure.  
an unmistakable sign to any aviator of having a "bad The hydraulic failure had occurred in a metal line 
air-day". Our nose was high without flaps down, and that happened to be in the nose area. The fire and 
I had to raise it even higher to slow us to the edge of smoke occurred because all eight quarts of that 
stalling, but even then we were still going 161 mph. I carcinogenic Skydrol@ hydraulic fluid had squirted 
let us sink below the normal three degree glide slope out and pooled right on top of the very piece of nose 
so we could hit right at the beginning of the runway, belly skin where the nose scraped on the runway for 
to give us all of it for decelerating. 9,000 feet.  

We hit dead-on centerline and right at the end, The incredible heat of metal on concrete at 150 
feeling the stall burble. We kept the nose high and mph had ignited the flammable fluid, and then as the 
tried brakes. Nada. We were forced to let the nose sheet metal burned through, the fluid drained out 
down onto the runway to scrape and slow us down so the underside where it was instantly vaporized and 
we wouldn't shoot off the far end of the runway, less burned as it elongated into a long fire with smoke 
than two miles away. behind it.  

The contact of the nose belly skin aluminum alloy They didn't take our licenses - the Feds thought 
with the coarse high friction runway surface, at 150 we handled it well.  
mph, produced a loud, harsh, grinding screech, a The aircraft was charred along its underside. They 
thousand times worse than nails on a chalkboard. cut off its wings and trucked it off for scrap metal.  
It was sickening: the sound of an aircraft in de- Somebody else got the UPS boxes.  
struction. We tried our thrust reversers. True to Jet Cherry Air didn't care; they had insurance. My 
Commander form, only one came out, dragging us copilot and I were gifted with a new name by the 
off centerline and toward the edge. Mashing in full employees of Cherry Air: "Crash Dummies" - a nice 
right rudder was insufficient to counter the left pull bonus for two rent-a-pilots who survived a "bad air
so we stowed the reverser and got back to centerline. day." Things were looking up. 4
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Editor 's Note: From our recent writing contest - a nos

talgic recollection of childhood highlights.  

ou're probably familiar with that strong, nurtur
ing sense of welcome that wraps around you the 
instant you step inside a door. It's the sound of 

footsteps rushing toward you, the laughter from someone 
who's glad to see you, a big hug, the spark in a loved-one's 
eyes... it's home. When we look back and reflect on the early 
years of our life, there are many things we will never forget.  

I have many fond memories of growing up on a large farm 
in rural South Carolina. The eight-room white house had 
a wrap around front porch and a screened in back porch 
where we enjoyed early childhood. My biological mother 
and father divorced when I was an infant and my mother 
lived with us until she remarried several years later. Al-: 
though we maintained a good relationship with our mother, 
my brother and I continued to live with our grandparents, 
affectionately known as Momma and Daddy.  

Strong morals and values were instilled in is and we were 
always told that people may not hear yourwords - but they 
are going to watch your actions. God provided us with a lov
ing Christian family where our grandparents loved us as one 
of their own children and our aunts and uncles embraced 
us as another sibling. Each one has always been an integral 
part of my life, and I am grateful for the sacrifices they made 
for me.  

I recall the aroma that filled our home three times a day 
as Momma made homemade biscuits for breakfast, din
ner and supper. (In the south, where we lived, the mid-day 
meal was dinner and supper was served at night.) There 
was always molasses, honey and butter on the table and 
sometimes a special treat of homemade hoecakes. Hoecakes.  
are similar to thin pancakes, except much better. I never 
mastered the art of baking biscuits. However, I did learn to 
cook around the age of eight. I am so grateful that Momma 
had a lot of patience.  

During the hot summer months, we would sit in the back
yard and make homemade ice cream in a wooden churn.  
Since it was not electric, we had to hand turn and constantly 
add ice and salt until the cream was frozen. This process 
took almost an hour but it seemed like several hours. My 
two favorite flavors were strawberry and peach.  

When we vere not eniovin ic e crem m.mh ti me was

Q Hillian Horngren 
Woodman Stae Jail 

spent in the garden. With a family our size, Daddy did not 
plant a small garden. We had fields of corn, watermelons, 
and cantaloupes. There were also numerous rows of all veg
etables except asparagus. Harvest time was not always fun 
as a child, but today I would love to have that same garden.  

In spite of the large garden, we still enjoyed vacations, 
visits with family and friends, riding bikes and go carts, 
playing croquette and badminton and swimming.  

Going to the county fair was a highlight in the fall sea
son. It's amazing how much cotton candy, funnel cakes and 
French fries with malted vinegar a child can consume in one 
night. As if that was not enough, I always had to leave the 
fair with a bag of cotton candy along with a candied apple.  

Christmas was always special in our home as we cel
ebrated the birth of Jesus. The nativity scene was placed in 
a prominent spot beside the family Bible which was opened 
to scripture telling of Jesus' birth.  

On Christmas night, 40 to 50 family members gathered at 
our house for a huge feast of delicious Southern cooking. Af
terwards, we assembled in the living room around the nine 
to twelve foot Christmas tree to exchange gifts. The night 
was filled with laughter, sounds of Christmas carols, chatter, 
and much fun.  

These are just a few of my most memorable times and 
they grow more precious to me each year. Since becoming 
an adult, God has blessed me with a loving, compassionate 
daughter and a faithful son-in-law, along with three pre
cious grandchildren, two granddaughters and one grand
Son.  

It isinportant that we take time to make memories with 
our children and grandchildren and leave a legacy of faith 
and love. God tells us in his Word, "let your light shine be
fore men that they may see your good deeds." 

We can always be certain of two things that no one can 
every take away from us... faith in God and love of family.  
Barbara Johnson wrote, "The heart is like a treasure chest 
that's filled with souvenirs; it's where we keep the memories 
we've gathered through the years." 

Recall your favorite memories and cling to them during 
hardships. Our yesterdays are treasures from the past to be 
cherished and enjoyed from year to year. 4

packs cream cheese 

cup powdered milk 

cup hot chocolate mix 

cup water

Directions: 
Split duplex cookies into 

halves and set aside in bowl.  
In separate bowl, mix cream 
cheeses, powdered milk, hot 
chocolate mix and water, 
stirring into a smooth batter.  
Crunch Regal Grahams into 
little chunks over the batter.  
Mix thoroughly. You now 
have Wild Bill's cream cheese 
spread. To serve, spread 2 

spoon fuls onto duplex cookie 
halves, then munch out! They 
go great with coffee.

Uh-oh, there's the "g" word. We ing. True, grammar isn't the only
all know that good writing has 
something to do with grammar
things we were supposed to learn 
in school like subjects and verb 
agreement, active versus passive 
voice, subject modifiers and dan
gling participles.  

We believe we have a lot of great 
ideas to write about, but we just 
can't seem to turn our ideas into 
writing that is clear, engaging and 
comprehensible. Unfortunately, 
we don't remember all the details 
from high school English and end 
up feeling like really good writing 
is beyond us. In the meantime, our 
writing continues to be sub par.  

Grammar is one of the keys to ef
fectively getting the point across. It 
can drastically improve your writ-

thing important to good writing.  
Word choice, common sense, pas
sion and quality of information are 
also factors. Yet, without grammar, 
you can't write an amazing sen-
tence or even an aver
age sentence. The sen
tence is a microcosm 
of any written work 
and understanding it 
means understanding 
writing itself-how to 
structure ideas, how 
to emphasize what's
important and how to make practi
cal use of grammar.  

All of this is very important be
cause as a writer you must accept 
one simple fact of life, it's not about 
you -- the reader is king! Even

when you are writing a personal 
essay or memoir, it's not about you.  
The reader doesn't read memoirs to 
learn about your family or life, but 
reads instead to find entertainment 
as well as insight into his or her

... ..... ./

own life through your 
writing. One can't 
know everything the 
reader wants, but 
all readers want the 
same thing: clear, 
concise, comprehen
sible writing that 
means something to

them.  
It is the purpose of this column to 

share with you the art of writing, so 
always remember that any writing 
meant to be read must serve the 
reader. To do that, one must have

a firm grasp of the basics of gram
mar. Consider this installment of 
The Writer's Corner to be a brief 
overview of what to expect from us.  
Next, we will begin to go over the 
basic rules of grammar. Until then, 
your homework assignment is to 
define the following words and use 
them in a sentence. The definitions 
will be given in the next installment 
of The Writer's Corner as well as 
tips on how to write a sentence.  

Vocabulary Words 
*accompany 
* critic 
* incubator 
* retrospective 
" status 
Bonus Word 
* microcosm 4

u

Ingredients: 
I pack duplex cookies 

%2 pack Regal Graham 
cookies
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2 Snickers
Y2 

1

cup instant milk 
vanilla cappuccino

Directions: 
Put cherry pies and 

Snickers in an empty 

coffee bag and heat for 

one hour. Take cookies 

apart, set aside plastic tray, 

scrape icing into cup and 

crush cookies. Put crumbs 

in bowl with hot water 

and part of warm milk and 

cappuccino. Mix together 

with spoon into thick 

mixture. Pour into plastic 

cookie container, and 

spread evenly throughout 

each three sections.  

Pour melted Snickers and 

cherry pies evenly over 

each section. Stir milk, 

cappuccino and icing 

together into thick mixture 

and spread evenly over 

each section. Let stand 

overnight and enjoy!

The ECHO attempts to reflect positive values to fulfill the expectations you have 
placed on our prison newspaper. We request that YOU consider writing quality articles, 
commentaries, etc., to be published. All submitted articles will be appreciated and 
considered.  

Please do not send anything more than 1,ooo words (five pages handwritten, or three pages 
typed double-spaced). Publication is not guaranteed, and it may take a few issues for an article 
to appear.  

Suggestions: 
Submissions Description 
Article An article is an objective discussion in an informative manner 

on any number of topics, such as health, history or legal issues.  
New and detailed facts need to have cited sources.  

Commentary A commentary is a discussion of any number of topics, but it is 
based upon the opinions or experiences of the writer.  

Book Review A book review details the subject, style and key plot elements 

of the book and generally concerns relevant topics of the day.  
Opinions about the book are welcomed.  

Extras Extras refer to letters to the editor, letters to Darby, puzzles, 
recipes and short stories, to name a few.  

Poetry Poetry is a piece of writing chosen and arranged to create a 

specific emotional response through meaning, sound and/or 

rhythm. (The ECHO already has more than 1oo poems ap

proved for publication and always has an abundance of poetry 

submitted, but if you have a really great poem, go ahead and 

send it.)I 

Unit Report A unit report discusses activities performed on a particular 

unit and is submitted by unit reporters only. The report 

must be submitted on the "Article for The ECHO form" with 

the proper signatures.  

When submitting any of the above, write a heading at the top of the first page 
with your name, number, unit of assignment and the type o f submission you are 

sending. For example: 
John Doe,#1234567 
Huntsville Unit 
Letter to the Editor (or article, poem, etc.) 
Don't hesitate to send us your work - even if you arc not a professional writer. We will edit 

your submissions for clarity and effectiveness.  
Thank you for your continued support of The ECHO.
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