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The term "environmental flows" is used to describe 
the flows needed to maintain ecologically healthy 
streams and rivers, as well as the bays and estuaries 
that they feed. With the state's population expected 
to double over the next 50 years, the Texas Leg
islature found it imperative to decide now, with 
existing information, how much water to set aside 
for the environment. The remaining water will be 
available to meet future water supply needs.  

Senate Bill 3 
In 2007, the Texas Legislature created a stake
holder-driven process to determine environmental 
flows or needs for all the major river basins of the 
state. The process involves an Environmental Flows 
Advisory Group, a Science Advisory Committee, 
basin and bay area stakeholder committees, basin 
and bay expert science teams, and the Texas Com
mission on Environmental Quality.  

The advisory group consists of nine members, 
including three appointed by the governor (one 
each from the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, Texas Water Development Board, and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department); three members 
of the Texas Senate appointed by the lieutenant 
governor; and three members of the Texas House 
of Representatives appointed by the speaker of the 
house. The advisory group appoints the Science 
Advisory Committee, which provides recommenda
tions to the advisory group related to the science 
of environmental flows. The advisory group also 
appoints the members of each basin and bay area 
stakeholder committee. Each of these stakeholder 
committees appoints a basin and bay expert science 
team.  

The basin and bay expert science team develops 
environmental flow regime recommendations and 
submits them to the stakeholder committee, the 
advisory group, and the Texas Commission on Envi
ronmental Quality. The stakeholder committee then 
submits to the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality their comments and recommendations
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regarding the science team's recommendations.  
The advisory group, with input from the Science 
Advisory Committee, may also submit comments to 
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.  
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
then adopts environmental flow standards based 
on these recommendations as well as other factors.  
Staff members from the three natural resource 
agencies-Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, and 
Texas Water Development Board-provide techni
cal and administrative support to the advisory 
group and the various committees and teams.  

Timeline 
Senate Bill 3 identified seven priority basin and bay 
systems (see map). The development of environ
mental flow regimes for the Sabine/Neches and the 
Trinity/San Jacinto basins has begun. The science 
teams completed flow recommendations in Decem
ber 2009; the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality is expected to adopt flow standards by 
June 2011. Regime development began for the 
Colorado/Lavaca and Guadalupe/San Antonio ba
sins in October 2009, with flow recommendations 
due by March 2011; flow standards are expected 
by September 2012. The process of developing a 
regime is scheduled to start for the Nueces, Rio 
Grande, and Brazos basins in October 2010, with 
flow recommendations due by March 2012 and 
flow standards adopted by September 2013. The 
Canadian, Red, Sulphur, and Cypress basins will 
be addressed at a later date, with a schedule to be 
determined by the Environmental Flows Advisory 
Group.  
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Contact Information 
For more information, contact Dr. Ruben Solis at 
(512) 936-0820, Ruben.Solis@twdb.texas.gov.  

Additional information is available on the Texas Commis
sion on Environmental Quality's Web site: 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/watersupply/ 
waterrights/eflows/group.html 
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