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Colleagues offer 
congratulations 

During the past 12 years as 
manager, Jim Conkwright has 
diligently worked with HPWD 
Board members, staff, and area 
residents to conserve ground
water-our region's most 
precious natural resource.  

Some of the many goals 
accomplished include: upgrades 
to the annual pre-plant soil 
moisture survey; completion of 
the district's Ogallala Aquifer 
educational display; introduc
tion of a GIS-based applica
tion to aid in the water well 
permitting process; 3-D strati
graphic modeling of certain 
counties in the district to gain a 
better understanding of aquifer 
geology/hydrology; availability 
of the district's hydrologic atlas 
series on-line; installation of 
pressure transducers in select 
water wells to learn how aquifer 
levels change during a growing 
season; and adoption of a man
agement plan and rules designed 
to achieve the district's "50/50" 
management goal.  

So, it was no surprise 
that friends, water industry 
colleagues, and area residents 
responded with numerous 
telephone calls and c-mails of 
congratulations within minutes 
of learning of Conkwright's 
upcoming retirement.  

See BEST WISHES Page Four 
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Conkwright to retire lune 30 after 12 years as manager
High Plains Underground 

Water Conservation District General
Manager Jim 
announced his

CONKWRIGHT

Conkwright has 
intention to retire 
effective June 30, 
2013.  

In a June 19 
letter to the HPWD 
Board of Direc
tors, Conkwright 
said the district's 
employees and 
directors have

worked tirelessly to accomplish 
many goals beneficial to conserving 
water in the region.  

"As with any organization, there 
are points in time when a body 
of work is nearly completed, and

a new chapter of thought and 
accomplishment isjust beginning...I 
believe the district is at such a 
juncture." 

It is for this reason that he felt it 
was the right time to retire.  

"Jim has faithfully served the 
district for 12 years and continued 
the tradition of HPWD being a 
leader in groundwater management 
which is recognized throughout the 
state," said Board President Lynn 
Tate of Amarillo.  

Prior to joining the district as 
general manager in June 2001, 
Conkwright served 14 years as 
Precinct Four District Director, 
representing residents in the 
portions of Armstrong, Deaf

Smith, Potter, and Randall Counties 
within the district.  

"His combined knowledge as 
a board member and in leading 
the staff leaves no doubt that Jim 
Conkwright knows more about 
groundwater policies and issues that 
most people will learn in a lifetime.  
We hope to continue drawing on his 
expertise even after his retirement," 
Tate said.  

Conkwright thanked district 
residents for their support and 
encouragement.  

"As Janice and I begin a new 
chapter in our lives, we wish the 
District great success in continuing 
the decades of work in conserving 
our area's groundwater," he said.

HPWD Board reorganizing County Advisory Committees
Are you concerned about the 

groundwater resources of the 
Panhandle-South Plains region? 

Do you want to offer suggestions 
about local management of this 
precious resource? 

If so, the High Plains 
Underground Water Conservation 
District encourages your participa
tion through its County Advisory 
Committee organization.  

"The High Plains Water 
District was created in 1951 to ensure 
local control of groundwater 
within its jurisdiction. From the 
very beginning, County Advisory 
Committees were in place to provide 
a 'grassroots' liaison between local 
residents and the HPWD Board of 
Directors.  

"These committees have not 
been as active as they have in the 
past-so the Board is committed to 
reorganizing and revitalizing them 
as quickly as possible.  

"An active County Advisory 
Committee organization will pro
vide more local input and help

guide the Board of Directors in 
making groundwater management 
decisions," said Board President 
Lynn Tate of Amarillo.  

Each county or portion of a 
county in the district shall have 
an appointed County Advisory 
Committee, which serves solely in 
an advisory capacity to the Board 
of Directors.  

The appointment is for a one
year term and persons may be 
considered for reappointment to 
another one-year term. No one will 
serve more than a two-year ap
pointment on any County Advisory 
Committee.  

Each Cou-nty Advisory 
Committee shall have at least one 
member at all times. The maximum 
number of County Advisory Com
mittee members may vary accord
ing to county and discretion of the 
Board of Directors.  

The duties of the County 
Advisory Committees are still 
under review and may be revised.  

However, some of the current

responsibilities include: 
- Sharing the wishes of the 

residents of their respective county 
with the HPWD Board of Directors; 

- Recommending persons in their 
county for Board appointment to the 
County Advisory Committee; 

- Attending regular meetings of 
their County Advisory Committee; 

- Attending an annual meet
ing with all County Advisory 
Committees; and 

- Performing any other duties as 
required by the Board of Directors.  

At their April 12 regular 
meeting, the HPWD Board of 
Directors removed the County 
Advisory Committee function/ 
duties from the district's By-Laws.  
The amended functions/duties will 
be incorporated into a new HPWD 
Board of Directors' Policy Manual, 
which is under development.  

Persons interested in serving on 
a County Advisory Committee are 
encouraged to contact the district's 
Lubbock office at (806) 762-0181 
for more information.

VISIT THE HIGH PLAINS WATER DISTRICTS WEB SITE AT WWW.HPWD.COM
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83rd Texas Legislature approves state water plan funding mechanism
During a May 28 ceremony, 

Gov. Rick Perry signed House 
Bill 4, which provides the 
mechanism for the Texas Water 
Development Board (TWDB) to 
provide financial assistance to local 
and regional water providers for 
projects currently identified in the 
2012 State Water Plan.  

Texas experienced what is 
thought to be the worst one-year 
drought on record in 2011. This 
weather event emphasized the 
need for water planning and imple
mentation of unique water supply 
strategies in the 2011 regional water 
plans.  

However, the estimated cost to 
implement all the water manage
ment strategies recommended 
in the 16 regional water plans is 
more than $50 billion. Many of the 
recommended projects in the 
respective plans were in limbo due 
to financing issues.  

During the regular session of the 
83 rd Texas Legislature, three sepa
rate bills were passed to provide 
the framework for funding the state 
water plan-some 16 years after SB 
1 was first passed.  

HB 4 creates the State Water 
Implementation Fund (SWIFT) 
and the State Water Implementation 
Revenue Fund (SWIRFT). Each is 
a special fund in the state treasury 
outside the General Revenue Fund 
to be used by the TWDB without 
further legislative appropriation to 
finance projects in the state water 
plan.  

Another provision of HB 4 
requires the TWDB to prioritize 
state water plan projects for finan
cial assistance, based upon certain

criteria. Regional water planning 
groups in the state are to prepare 
and submit a draft priority list of 
projects to the TWDB by June 1, 
2014. A final priority list is due Sept.  
1, 2014. This applies to all regional 
water plans due Jan. 5, 2016.  

HB 1025 appropriates $2 
billion in funding from the state 
Economic Stabilization Fund, also 
known at the "rainy day fund," for 
the financial assistance. "This $2 
billion investment will fund up to 
$30 billion in projects over the next 
50 years," stated a news release from 
the Governor's office.  

SJR 1 proposes an amendment 
to the Texas Constitution provid
ing for creation of the SWIFT and 
SWIRFT to assist in the financing 
of priority projects in the state water 
plan. Voters will go to the polls Nov.  
5 to approve or reject the proposed 
amendment.  

Gov. Perry was joined at 
the HB 4 signing ceremony by 
Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst and 
Speaker Joe Straus. Others in
cluded House Author Rep. Allan 
Ritter, Senate Sponsor Sen. Troy 
Fraser and Reps. Eric Johnson, 
Doug Miller and Four Price.  

"Water is an essential part of 
everyone's life," Gov. Perry said.  
"Even with rapid population and 
economic growth, HB 4 will help 
secure our water supplies for genera
tions by creating new funds that will 
support local and regional projects 
and lower the cost of issuing bonds 
for much-needed water projects." 

House Speaker Joe Straus agreed.  
"The Texas House made HB 4 a 

top priority because we have all seen

the devastation that severe drought 
can have on our farms, our com
munities and our entire economy," 
Speaker Straus said.  

Rep. Ritter said it was an honor 
to work with the leadership on 
securing future water supplies.  

"The Governor and the 
Legislature worked together to help 
ensure that we will have our most 
essential element to public health and 
economic growth for decades to 
come," Rep. Ritter said.  

Sen. Fraser concurred.

"The drought not only has an 
impact on the health and safety 
of our communities but it also af
fects our State's economy and the 
ability to attract new businesses.  
I am glad that we finally passed 
HB 4 to implement the State Water 
Plan, so we can ensure Texas will 
have sufficient water supplies dur
ing times of drought," Sen. Fraser 
said.  

HB 1025 is effective immedi
ately and House Bill 4 is effective 
Sept. 1, 2013.

Water not on tap for Special Session
Just minutes after the 83r' Texas 

Legislature adjourned sine die 
on May 27, Governor Rick Perry 
called the lawmakers back for a 30
day special session to consider leg
islation to ratify and adopt interim 
redistricting plans for the U.S.  
House of Representatives, 
Texas Senate, and Texas House of 
Representatives.  

In early June, Gov. Perry added 
other legislation to the call for the 
special session. This includes fund
ing of transportation infrastructure 
projects; regulation of abortion 
procedures and providers; and 
establishing a mandatory life 
sentence with parole for a capital 
felony committed by 17-year-old 
offenders.  

At press time, water issues 
were not expected to be added to 
the call; however, two legislators 
filed water-related bills during the 
special session.  

Rep. Lyle Larson of San Antonio 
filed HB 24 relating to the develop-

ment of brackish groundwater and 
HB 25 relating to the underground 
storage of water for later retrieval 
and beneficial use.  

Rep. William (Bill) Callegari 
of Katy filed HB 50 relating to 
research on and the treatment of 
saline water.  

The High Plains Underground 
Water Conservation District 
monitors bills filed during each 
legislative session.  

"Local control of groundwater 
resources is vitally important to 
residents of the Texas High Plains.  
For the past 61 years, HPWD has 
worked to develop and support 
passage of legislation that 
specifically strengthens local 
management of groundwater 
resources. Conversely, the HPWD 
Board of Directors have opposed 
any legislation that weakens 
local control and transfers that 
responsibility to the State of 
Texas," said Board President Lynn 
Tate of Amarillo.
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Editor's Notes 
There was an error in the story titled "June 1 deadline nears for 

reporting annual groundwater use," printed in the May 2013 issue 
of The Cross Section.  

The sentence read "A moratorium on enforcement and civil 
penalties for failure to submit production reports is in effect for 
calendar years 2013 and 2014." 

These dates are incorrect.  
The sentence should have read "A moratorium on enforcement 

and civil penalties for failure to submit production reports is in 
effect for calendar years 2012 and 2013." 

The Cross Section apologizes for this error and any confusion 
it created.  

This issue of The Cross Section was to have featured a series of 
maps illustrating trends in the changes of water levels throughout 
the 16-county High Plains Water District service area. These maps 
may be published in the newsletter at a later date.
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Drought retains stubborn hold on Texas despite recent rains in some areas
From AgriLife Today 

COLLEGE STATION - Is 
Texas still in a drought? 

It depends upon where you are 
and whom you talk to, according 
to the U.S. Drought Monitor and 
reports from Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service agents across 
the state.  

Despite rains - substantial in 
some cases - drought still had a 
hold on much of Texas.  

According to the June 4 U.S.  
Drought Monitor, more than 
87 percent of the state was still 
suffering from moderate, severe, 
extreme or exceptional drought.  
(Go to http://droughtmonitor.unl 
edu/classify.htmfor an explanation 
of the drought categories.) 

The areas with the worse drought 
conditions remained the Panhandle, 
parts of the South Plains, South and 
the Southwest regions.  

Many parts of the state received 
rain since the monitor's June 4 
report, and more recent reports 
from AgriLife Extension county 
agents reflect the effects of the

U. S. Drought Monitor Map
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The U.S. Drought Monitor is produced in partnership between the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, the United States Department of Agriculture, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  
Maps courtesy of NDMC-UNL and used with permission.

added moisture. But the rain was 
by no means equally distributed. In 
the Panhandle, for example, agents 
reported the rain in some counties 
measured in inches, while others got 
no more than a sprinkle.  

For example, J.D. Ragland, 
AgriLife Extension agent for 
Randall County, reported there was

"no significant accumulation." 
"Even irrigated corn and cotton 

are beginning to suffer, and no dry
land will be planted until some kind 
of rainfall occurs," he said.  

The day after high tempera
tures of 106 degrees were record
ed on June 4, Lubbock County 
was visited by a line of severe

thunderstorms and extremely high, 
damaging winds, reported Mark 
Brown, AgriLife Extension agent.  

The storms brought as much 
as 2 inches of rain, which helped 
crops, but winds as high as 84 mph 
damaged structures, caused 
power outages, toppled trees and 
overturned many center pivots.

Area residents encouraged to use water as efficiently as possible this summer
With dry conditions lingering 

throughout the area, the High Plains 
Underground Water Conservation 
District (HPWD) encourages area 
residents to use water as efficiently 
as possible this summer.  

Here are a just a few water 
conservation tips: 

HOUSEHOLD 
WATER CONSERVATION 

BATHROOM 

- Take shorter showers.  
- Most standard shower heads 

use 2.5 gallons of water per minute.  
If a new shower head is needed, 
consider a U.S. EPA WaterSense 
labeled shower head that uses 2.0 
gallons of water per minute as a 
replacement.  

- Older toilets can use from 3.5 
to 5.5 gallons of water per flush.  
Consider installing high efficiency 
toilets (HETs) that use 1.6 gallons 
of water per flush or less.  

- Test toilets for leaking flappers.  
- Never use the toilet as a trash 

can to dispose of bugs, cigarette 
butts, or other items.  

KITCHEN 

- Wash only full loads when

using automatic dishwashers.  
- Keep a pitcher of drinking water 

in the refrigerator instead of running 
water from the tap until it is cool.  

- Keep water conservation in 
mind while cooking or cleaning in 
the kitchen.  

LAUNDRY 

- Wash only full loads when using 
the washing machine.  

-If a new washer is needed,

consider replacing it with a more 
water-efficient model. For example, 
Energy Star clothes washers use 
35 percent less water than regular 
washers.  

OUTDOORS 

- Please be aware of and abide 
with your town's landscape water
ing ordinance.  

- Reduce evaporation losses by 
watering landscapes in either early

morning or late evening during the 
summer months.  

- Do not water landscapes 
immediately following rainfall 
events or on windy days! 

- Consider use of drip irrigation 
for bedded plants, trees, or shrubs.  

- Do not water the street, side
walk, or driveway. Adjust or halt 
lawn watering before water runs off 
your property and into the street.  

- Consider rainwater harvest
ing to capture rainfall for use on 
landscapes.  

- Use drought-tolerant plants 
in your home or office landscap
ing. (We continue to see increased 
use qfxeric plant varieties in area 
landscapes.) 

Consider modifying your land
scape to make it more water
efficient.  

AGRICULTURAL 
WATER CONSERVATION 

- Avoid irrigation water waste 
by keeping a close watch on center 
pivot end guns. Do not let water 
from the end gun spray into bar 
ditches or county roads.  

- Avoid irrigation water waste 
("tailwater") by installing earthen 

See WATER Page Four
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Water conservation important to area
Continued From Page Three 

borders to keep the water on the field 
or by upgrading to a more efficient 
irrigation system, such as a LEPA 
center pivot or subsurface drip ir
rigation.  

- Install furrow dikes to keep 
irrigation water or rain water on the 
field so that it may soak into the soil.  

- Do not purge water from sub
surface drip irrigation systems into 
nearby road ditches.  

- Consider irrigation scheduling 
to determine when and how much 
water to apply to crops. This is based 
upon crop evapotranspiration rates 
(Crop ET).  

INDUSTRIAL, 
COMMERCIAL, 

& INSTITUTIONAL 
WATER CONSERVATION 

- Conduct a water use survey to 
evaluate water use and efficiency 
potential at your facility.  

- Consider site-specific engineer
ing modifications to water-using 
equipment and processes.
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- In scullery operations, replace 
old pre-rinse valves that use 4-6 
gallons per minute with more 
efficient models that use 1.6 gallons 
of water per minute or less.  

- Replace older conveyor-type 
dishwashers that use 2.5 gallons of 
water per rack (1990s) with more 
efficient models that use 1.2 gallons 
of water per rack or less.  

-Consider more water-efficient 
models when installing or re
placing steam kettles, steamers, 
combination ovens, pasta cookers, 

dipper wells, woks, ice machines, 
and steam tables.  

- Consider thawing frozen food 
in the refrigerator-rather than 
thawing it under flowing water.  

Best wishes 
Continued From Page One 

"Thank you and Janice for 
your years of service to the 
water district. I, along with many 
others, know how much hard 
work and personal time you 
have both given to serve others.  
Your ability to always see the 
positive and take the high road in 
tough situations has beena great 
example for me to try to 
follow." 

"I hear you are planning to 
punch out on the water district 
time clock soon. You have been 
such a leader there for so long.  
(I know because I have been 
in College Station 23 12 years 
now.) I hope you have plans 
for something wonderful and 
relaxing in the next phase of 
your life. You deserve it!" 

"...1 knew when I first met 
you that you were an honest 
and admirable man who served 
others who always have had the 
upmost respect for you. You 
were always a friend there in 
Lubbock and I wish you well." 

"Your knowledge and 
passion for water coupled with 
your kind heart will sorely be 
missed by me and countless 
others. I have admired your 
professionalism and leadership 
since the day I met you and I 
feel so fortunate to have had 
the opportunity to work with 
you. I hope you enjoy spending 
more time with your precious 
family." 

The State of Texas, the 
Panhandle-South Plains 
region, and the High Plains Water 
District will miss his expertise 
and leadership.  

We wish Jim and Janice 
Conkwright all the best as they 
begin this new chapter in their 
lives.
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Conservation Conversation 
News briefs and other conservation-related information 

DEATH: Patricia Rusler of Canyon, 69, died May 17.  
A native of San Angelo, Rusler moved to Canyon in 1993.  
She worked as secretary for the Randall County Farm 
Bureau and also served as the High Plains Water District's 
Randall County Secretary for 17 years (1994-2011). Graveside 
services were held May 23 at Fairmount Cemetery in San Angelo.  
Survivors include two brothers, a sister, seven nieces and nephews, 
and nine great-nieces and great-nephews.  

RETIREMENT: Dr. Terry A. Howell retired May 3 after 
34 years with the USDA - Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS).  
Howell led the Soil and Water Management Research unit at the 
USDA-ARS Conservation and Production 
Research Laboratory at Bushland TX since 
1993. He also served as the Laboratory Director 
since2009. His research focus has been on: (1) 
methods of measuring evapotranspira
tion (ET) using weighing lysimeters, soil 
water balance, and micrometeorological 
methods; (2) use of sprinkler, drip, and 
subsurface drip irrigation plot systems to 
determine crop growth and yield response to 
irrigation/deficit irrigation; and (3) HOWELL 
simulation modeling of crop growth, crop yield and soil water 
balance. A Resolution qf Congratulations andAppreciation from the 

High Plains Water District was presented to Dr. Howell at a May 24 
retirement luncheon in Bushland.  

SURFACE WATER RIGHTS: In a unanimous 9-0 decision, the 
United States Supreme Court ruled June 13 in favor of the State of 
Oklahoma in the water rights case, "Tarrant Regional Water District v.  
Herrman. " Tarrant Regional Water District sought a water resource 

permit from the Oklahoma Water Resource Board to take water from 

a tributary of the Red River. Knowing that the permit would likely be 

denied, the Tarrant Regional Water District filed a lawsuit seeking to 
enjoin the OWRB's enforcement of state water laws in which water 
exports are barred. They argued that the statute is pre-empted by the 

Red River Compact and/or invalid under the Commerce Clause. The 

Court held that the Red River Compact, which allocates water rights 

within the Red River basin among the states of Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, and Texas, does not pre-empt Oklahoma water statutes.  
(Source: SCOTUSblog.) 

WATER SAVINGS: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service is strengthening its challenge to Texans to save both 

water and money through its "40 Gallon Challenge" program. The 

program calls upon residents and businesses to reduce their average 

water use by 40 gallons per day, according to Dr. Diane Boellstorff, 
AgriLife Extension water resources specialist in College Station. Top 
water-saving techniques in Texas include reducing irrigation station 

runtimes by two minutes, using a broom instead of a hose to clean 
sidewalks/driveways, and fixing leaky toilets. More information is 
available at www.40gallonchallenge.org.  

WATER TOOL: Texas Agriculture Commissioner Todd Staples 
has launched "The Water Source," a new online tool to serve as a 

one-stop information portal for Texans to learn various facts about the 
ongoing drought, statewide water resources, and disaster assistance.  
"The historic drought conditions we have faced over the past few 
years reaffirm the absolute necessity to water conservation a part of 
our daily lives," Commissioner Staples said. "It takes a commitment 
from all Texans to ensure there is sufficient water for future genera

tions." More information is available at http://www.texasagriculture.  
gov/Home/ProductionAgriculture/TheWaterSource.aspx
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