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Coffee: Texas Bean Juice
RESPITE FROM THE EVERYDAY HARDSHIPS

Whatever else is lacking, there must be coffee, 
or everything else is out ofjoint.  

James Osgood Andrew, 1854 

C aptain John Smith, who founded 

the Colony of Virginia at 

Jamestown in 1607, first brought 

coffee to North America, following his 

travels in Turkey. After the Boston Tea 

Party in 1773, many Americans switched 

from drinking tea to coffee, because it was 

deemed unpatriotic to drink tea. Coffee 

became highly prized 

for its taste and 

perceived medicinal 

qualities.  

Excludingwhiskey, coffee 

could be considered the 

national drink of 19th 

*COFFEE POT century Texas, and was 

considered a necessity by 

most Texan families. With a scarcity of 

fresh drinking water, coffee was a popular 

and safe alternative. Texans were known 

for their hospitality and the coffee pot was 

rarely allowed to get cold.  

Most meals, no matter what time of day, 
were comprised of coffee, warm cornbread 

and fried bacon, with the serving of coffee 

being almost ceremonious. Elise Kuckuck

Willrich, whose family settled near La 

Grange in 1847, wrote, "Oh how slowly 

did I sip my coffee and munch my buttered 

cornbread. Truly it seemed like nectar and 

ambrosia to me."1 Even in the wild, as 

soon as travelers found a place to camp fo 

the night, a fire was kindled to cook coffee 

Ferdinand Roemer, 

a geologist who -

traveled across Texas 

from 1845-1847, COFFE 

7 

. '

said that coffee was "always the first and 

indispensable refreshment in the Texas 

wilderness. 2

Coffee beans were bought green. 'Then 

they were roasted over a fire and ground 

by hand. If a coffee mill or grinder wasn't 

available, the beans 

were mashed in a bag.  

One settler recalled, 

E ROASTER "Our coffee was tied 
in a piece of buckskin 

and beaten upon a rock with another 

rock."3 The crushed beans were thrown 

into a pot of boiling water and cooked to 

the desired taste. A little cold water, an 

eggshell, or a rind of salt pork thrown into 

the boiled coffee would settle the grounds.  

The coffeepot was kept on the fire all day 

long. When the pot was close to being 

empty, most people just added a little more 

water and a few more grounds, and boiled 

it again. Sometimes one-third of the pot 

would be filled with old grounds.  

With the exception of salt, sugar, flour and 

coffee, everything else that was consumed 

was raised on the farm. But Texas pioneers 

would travel great distances for these 

commodities. When coffee became 

- Continued on next page -
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- Continuedfrom page 1 -

scarce in the mid 19th 

century, Texans were 

willing to pay a high 
price for it. Adolphus 

Sterne wrote in 1842 

that coffee was not to 

*COFFEE MILL be had at any price in 
Houston or Galveston.  

He offered $5 to have some coffee brought 

to him, but none was to be found in the 

"glorious commercial emporium of 

Texas."4 The Bellville Texas Countryman, 
on June 12, 1861 stated, "The times are 

so hard, that many families have taken to 

drinking coffee but once a day."

When real coffee was unavailable, Texans 

got very creative with their substitutes for 

the brew. Dried and roasted sweet potatoes; 

burnt corn and peas; okra seeds; peanuts; 

acorns; roasted cornmeal and sorghum; 

dry toasted bread crusts; and parched 

barley, rye, wheat or dried carrots were all 

used in place of true coffee. In many cases, 
the only resemblance to coffee was the 

color. If it was boiling hot and brown, it 

was called "coffee." But whatever they were 

drinking, early Texans savored their coffee 

and the brief respite it provided from the 

everyday hardships they faced.  

*Essential items in an early Texas home 
-Itemsfrom the museum collection

1 Crystal Sasse Ragsdale, The Golden Free 

Land, (Austin: Landmark Press, 1976) 57.  

2 Ferdinand Roemer, Roemer's Texas with 
Particular Reference to German Immigration 
and the Physical Appearance of the Country, 
(San Antonio: Standard Printing, 1935) 

147.  

3 John H. Jenkins III, Recollections of Early 
Texas, (Austin: University of Texas Press, 

1958) 8.  

4 Archie P. McDonald, (ed.), Hurrah for 
Texas! The Diary ofAdolphus Sterne 1838

1851, (Waco: Texian Press, 1969) 128.
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Established in 1883, Blinn College offers a variety of college 
academic transfer, workforce training, and continuing education 

classes for more than 18,000 students who attend 
one of our four campuses or our comprehensive 

distance education programs.  

The premier two-year college in Texas, Blinn's transfer rate 
consistently ranks among the top 10 in the nation.
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Early Texas pioneers had many of the same needs as people toda, but a 

they had different tools and ways of doing things to meet their needs.  

Can you match these items from the museum collection with their ; 

modern-day counterparts? ANSWERS ON PAGE 4 E 
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The Star of the Republic Museum will host a genealogy 
workshop on October 11 from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. All 
activities will be conducted at the Park's auditorium located 

between the Museum and the 
Visitor's Center.  

SLeading the workshop will 
be professional librarian and 
genealogist, Heather Kramer.  
With eight years of experience 
in libraries, archives, and 
museums, Kramer has 
previously worked for 
Montgomery County Memorial 

Library System, Clayton Library Center for Genealogical 
Research in Houston, and the Daughters of the American 
Revolution in Washington, D.C. to name a few.  
The morning session will focus on the basics of genealogy 
methods and resources, with an emphasis on use of the 
United States Census. After lunch, more in-depth topics 
such as search strategies and identification of collections 
in Ancestry.com will be addressed. The workshop will 
conclude with a look at the top 10 genealogical websites 
for your research.  
Cost of the workshop is $40 and includes a boxed lunch.  
For more information or to register, please contact Shawn 
Carlson at scarlson@blinn.edu or call 936/878-2461, ext.  
241. Preregistration is required and seating is limited.
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Current Exhibit

FORECASTING IN THE 19TH CENTURY 

7he exhibit explores the transition from personal 
observation and the use offolklore to the emergence 

ofscientfic instruments to predict various 

weather phenomena.  

Now through February 2015
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-UPCOMING EVENTS-"
Home School Days 

Every Thursday in October, the Star of the Republic Museum 

and Barrington Living History Farm will present Childhood 

in Early Texas, an interactive, hands-on program for the entire 

family. Discover what life was like in Texas for a child in the 

mid-19th century. Learn about childhood chores, clothes, and 

schools, and make some old-fashioned toys to take home. No 

minimum group size required. Reservations and pre-payment 

required: call (936) 878-2461, ext. 236. Limited space available.  

Hours: 10:30 a.m.-2:30p.m.  
Cost: $6/adult, $8/child 

Picnics welcome!

Native Americans in Texas 
During the month of November, the Star of the Republic 

Museum offers an expanded, interactive program about the 

first "Texans." The program is offered for a minimum of 20 

students. Learn how the Native Americans used furs, bones, 

and plants to create items for everyday use. 45 minutes.  

Pre-K through 2nd Grade - Cost: $1.00 per student 

ANSWERS TO "Then...and Now" 
1 d: wagon jack used to raise wagon wheel for repair 
2e: pill box 
3a: held bread close to fire to make toast 
4f: ballot box with sliding lid 
5b: "spills" were rolled pieces of paper or wood used to start a fire 
6c: milk warmer with oil burning lamp inside. It provided a quick and easy way to 

heat a small amount of liquid.

SIGNERS' DESCENDANTS REUNIONS Plans are already underway for an event 
for descendants to be held during the Texas 

Independence Day celebration weekend 

February 28-March 1, 2015.'The Descendants 

Reunion Committee met with museum 

staff on Saturday, August 2nd. Members in 

attendance were (1 to r): Shawn Carlson, Houston McGaugh, 

Amber Folk (Lorenzo deZavala), Dianne Taylor-Kebodeaux 

(Collin McKinney), and Pat Spackey (Charles Stewart).  

Watch for more information at starmuseum.org.
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