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Rainwater Harvesting

For centuries, people relied on harvested rainwater 
for household, landscape, livestock, and agricul
tural use. However, with the growth of centralized 
water treatment and distribution systems, this 
practice has been all but forgotten until recently. A 
renewed interest in collecting and using rainwater 
has emerged because the practice can provide 
water where other sources of water supplies are 
inadequate or of poor quality. Rainwater harvest
ing can also be used to conserve water from more 
traditional sources such as surface water and 
groundwater.  

What is rainwater harvesting? 
Rainwater harvesting is the capture, storage, and 
use of rainwater for landscape irrigation, potable 
indoor use, and/or nonpotable indoor use.  

How much rainwater can be collected from a 
2,000-square-foot home? 
As a general rule of thumb, for every inch of rain 
that falls on a 2,000-square-foot roof about 1,000 
gallons of water can be collected. In Austin, about 
32,000 gallons of water can be collected annually.  
In El Paso, about 9,000 gallons of water can be col
lected annually. Austin receives approximately 32 
inches of rain per year, and El Paso, about 9 inches.  

What are some of the advantages and disad
vantages of rainwater harvesting? 

Advantages 

* Apart from costs to collect and use the water, 
rainwater harvesting is free.  

' Rainwater harvesting eliminates the need for 
costly treatment and distribution systems.  

* Rainwater is of superior quality: zero hardness, 
sodium-free, and nearly neutral pH.

Disadvantages 

y Rainwater harvesting may need to be supple
mented with other sources of water supply dur
ing extended droughts.  

* Capital costs can be higher than for convention
al water supply systems.  

* Systems require maintenance after installation.  

* Storage systems can take up space around the 
house.  

* Standardized construction guidelines for sys
tems are lacking.  

Are there tax incentives for installing a rain
water harvesting system? 

Under Texas Constitution, Article 8, 1 -m, the 
Texas Legislature may authorize a taxing unit to 
grant an exemption from property tax for property 
on which a water conservation initiative has been 
implemented. In Texas Tax Code 11.32, the Texas 
Legislature allows governmental taxing units the 
option to exempt from taxation part or all of the 
assessed value of property on which water con
servation initiatives are made. The taxing entity 
designates by ordinance or law the eligible water 
conservation initiatives, which may include rain
water harvesting systems. Individuals planning to 
install rainwater harvesting systems should check 
with their respective county appraisal districts 
for guidance on exemption from county property 
taxes.  

In addition, Texas Tax Code 151.355 exempts 
rainwater harvesting equipment and supplies from 
state sales tax. To claim this exemption, a purchaser 
of rainwater harvesting equipment must furnish 
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a Texas Sales and Use Tax Exemption Certification 
(back of form 01-339) to the supplier of the equip
ment. The form may be found at http://www.window.  
state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxforms/01-339.pdf.  

Some municipalities and counties also offer rebates 
and financial incentives to promote rainwater harvest
ing. For example, the City of Austin has a rainwater 
harvesting and rain barrel rebate program 
(http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/watercon/downloads/ 
rainh2orebate.pdf), and Hays County offers economic 
incentives for rainwater harvesting systems 
(http://www.co.hays.tx.us/index.php/downloadfile/ 
view/708/124/).  

How does the state promote rainwater 
harvesting? 
Texas has passed several laws supporting rainwater 
harvesting. Texas Property Code 202.007 prohibits 
homeowner's associations from implementing new 
covenants banning rainwater harvesting systems. The 
state also requires new state facilities to incorporate 
rainwater harvesting systems in their design (Texas 
Government Code 447.004).  

What rainwater harvesting services does the 
Texas Water Development Board provide? 
As the state's lead agency for rainwater harvesting, 
the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) provides 
information and education to the public on all aspects 
of rainwater harvesting. We do this through our Web 
site and with printed materials. For example, The 
Texas Manual on Rainwater Harvesting (3d edition, 
2005), a popular guide published by the TWDB, 
provides an introduction to rainwater harvesting and 
to designing residential and small-scale commercial 
systems. Depending on the availability of funds, the 
TWDB also provides limited financial support (grants) 
for rainwater harvesting research studies.

What is the Texas Rain Catcher Award? 
The Texas Rain Catcher Award is a competition and 
recognition program established by the TWDB to promote 
rainwater harvesting and to recognize the contribution 
of individuals and entities pursuing it. The competition 
began October 1, 2007, and-with the exception of 
TWDB employees and Board members-is open to all 
individuals, companies, organizations, municipalities, and 
other local and state governmental entities in Texas. The 
deadline for applications each year is December 31.  

Where may I get more information on rainwater 
harvesting? 
More information about the TWDB's rainwater harvesting 
activities is available at http://www.twdb.state.tx.us/ 
innovativewater or by contacting Dr. Sanjeev Kalaswad at 
Sanjeev.Kalaswad@twdb.state.tx.us or (512) 936-0838.
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