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Texas Climate: 
TROPICAL BETWEEN NORTHERS

any things have changed in Texas since the early 
1800s, but one thing that has remained the same 
is the weather! At a time when there might not 

have been a lot of news to talk about, the weather 

was on the forefront of everyone's mind. Those who kept daily 

journals often began the entry with a comment on the weather.  
It has been said that Texas does not have a climate, just weather 

tropical between northers.

Stormy Landscape, ca. 1800 by Pierre de Glimes Royal Pavilion, Libraries & Mus

Early Texas immigrants often compared the climate of Texas to 

that of Italy. It didn't matter that most of them had never been 

to Italy, but it seemed like a reasonable assumption. William 

Kennedy described the "Italy of America" with a temperature 

"delightful to the sense, and favorable to life."' Depending 

on the time of year being referenced, the comparison was 

seemingly accurate. In fact, Ferdinand Roemer, an early German 

immigrant, stated, "Among the advantages and attractions 

which would argue in favor of settling in 

Texas, I would like to place above all the 
mild and excellent climate."2 

I lowever, sudden changes and extremes 

in weather conditions have played a role 
in Texas' past. From blue northers, to wild 

tornados, to fierce hurricanes, floods and 

droughts, Texas settlers had a lot to deal 

with, often without much warning. Even 

the German immigrants who came to 
Texas for the "excellent climate" were 

encouraged not to arrive before the end 
of September and not later than February 

or March, to have time to get acclimated 

before the heat set in.  

Roemer noted that on the evening of 
January 8, 1847, the water in his bedroom 

"froze the thickness of a finger"3 and the 

temperature registered 22'F. The following 
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afternoon, the thermometer reached 
82F. in the shade. Adolphus Sterne 
recorded the opposite sudden change in 
temperature on March 15, 1843, stating, 
"What was Italy in the morning has now 
changed to Siberia."4 

William Bollaert wrote about a tropical 
thunderstorm he experienced on April 25, 
1842, 

"It was a grand specimen and seemed as fthe 
all shaking thunder would strikeflat the thick 
rotundity of the world!
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Ihe weather in 1833 caused tremendous 
hardship to the Texas settlers. The 
whole season was abnormal, beginning 
in January with unusually frigid 

temperatures. Then heavy rains in March 
caused the Brazos to overflow its banks.  
Fields of cotton and corn at Brazoria 
were flooded out. Cotton could not be 
replanted until late June, and the corn 
crop was never successful that year. Since 
corn was the staple of their diet, many 
went without food for days. An early 
frost in October was the final insult that 
ruined most of the cotton that had been 

re-planted in June.6 

The corn crop could also be threatened 
by a particularly dry season. Without 
modern irrigation techniques, farmers 

were at the mercy of the weather. Robert 

M. Williamson, also known as "Three
legged Willie," even prayed for rain: 
"Lord, send us a bounteous one that will 
make corn ears shake hands across the row 
and not one of these little rizzly-drizzly

rains that will make nubbins that all hell 
can't shuck."7 On June 18, 1842, after 
several weeks of no rain, Nacogdoches 
resident Adolphus Sterne rejoiced, "(we) 
had a very fine rain last night, every thing 
looks refreshed, went into my corn field, 
could almost hear it grow."8 

Scientific discoveries in the mid 19th century 
gradually made weather forecasting easier.  
Prior to that time, most forecasting was 
based on folklore. But more sophisticated 
instruments and ways to transmit weather 
data provided a better understanding of 
weather patterns, and weather information 
became widely available to the general 

public for the first time.  

Star of the Republic Museum opens 
a new exhibit, "Weather Wisdom: 
Forecasting in the 19th Century," on 
March 1, 2014 through February 15, 
2015. Included in the exhibit are assorted 
19th century scientific instruments used 
to measure wind velocity, atmospheric 

pressure, temperature and humidity.

Established in 1883, Blinn College offers a variety of colege 
academic transfer, workforce training, and continuing education 

classes for more than 18,000 students who attend 
one of our four campuses or our comprehensive 

distance education programs.  

The premier two-year college in Texas, Blinn College has the 
state's highest percentage of students who transfer to leading 

four-year institutions.
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-Texas Independence Day Celebration"
WASHINGTON-ON-THE-BRAZOs * MARCH I - 2, 2014 

Schedule ofEvents 

Ongoing activities, throughout the weekend, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: 
- Craft vendors, demonstrators, and musicians located along trail between Visitors Center 

and Museum, the Star of the Republic Museum and Barrington Farm 
- Descendants of Declaration Signers sign-in at Visitors Center 
- Book signings by Garlyn Wilburn, Dean Kilpatrick and Brenda Blair at Visitors Center 
- New Museum exhibit "Weather Wisdom: Forecasting in the 19th Century" 

Saturday, March 1 

10 a.m. Texas Independence Day Commemorative Program Independence Hall 
11 a.m. Texas Heroes Living History: General Sam Houston Museum Theater 

Noon & 2 p.m. Firing demonstrations, small arms and artillery Washington Inn 
Hourly 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Independence Hall Tours Independence Hall 

except noon 
Noon Runaway Scrape String Band Amphitheater 

1:30 p.m. Texas Heroes Living History: Col. James Bowie Museum Theater 
2 p.m. Celtaire String Band Amphitheater 

3:30 p.m. Texas Heroes Living History: General Sam Houston Museum Theater 
4 p.m. Texas Independence Day Commemorative Program Independence Hall 

Sunday, March 2 

11 a.m. Texas Heroes Living History: Col. James Bowie Museum Theater 
Noon & 2p.m. Firing demonstrations, small arms and artillery Washington Inn 

Hourly 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Independence Hall Tours Independence Hall except noon 
Noon Homestead Strings Amphitheater 

1:30 p.m. Brian Burns Concert Amphitheater 
2 p.m. Washington-on-the-Brazos Park Association Program Amphitheater 

2:30 p.m. Cutting of the Texas Birthday Cake Amphitheater 
2:45 p.m. Brian Burns Concert Amphitheater 
3:30 p.m. Texas Heroes Living History: General Sam Houston Museum Theater

* Each activity lasts approximately 30-45 minutes, unless otherwise specified.

WHERE 
TEXAS 
BECAME 
TEXAS 
WASHINGTON 
ON THE BRAZOS

Washington-on-the-Brazos State Park Association needs your help! We are collecting 
information that will help us better understand what prospective visitors want to see. We 
have designed a brief questionnaire to assess your views of the sites' current features and to 
solicit your suggestions -or improvement.  

If you have ever visited Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic Site, please help keep our 
history alive by completing this survey. Simply type this link in your browser: https://www.  
surveymonkey.com/s/PLQVJGZ or go to www.birthplaceoftexas.org and click on the link to 
the survey. Deadline March 15, 2014. Thanks for your participation.

Even today, weather is hard to predict.  
But without today's sophisticated 
systems for preparing a forecast, 

early Texans had to rely on their 
observations and intuition. Here are a 
few examples of early weather folklore: 

- Hanging a snake will bring rain.  
Burying a snake will bring good 
weather.  

-When bees stay close to the hive, 
rain is coming.  

- Look for rain if the new moon 
is tilted downward so the water 
can pour out. A new moon tilted 
upward signals a dry spell.  

- Bad winter is in store if the bark 
on trees grows thicker or the sweet 
potatoes and apples have tough skins.  

- When cats are snoring, foul 
weather follows.  

- The hair of a horse appears rough 
just before rain.  

- When ladybugs swarm, expect it 
warm.  

- Dry weather is in sight if a pinecone 
is closed tight.  

- If there is a halo around the sun 
or moon, we can expect rain quite 
soon.  

* Fish will bite when rain is in sight.  

- Spiders in motion indicate rain.  
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Brazos Valley 
NEW ACQUISITION Regional History Fair 

'Ihe Museum recently acquired a coverlet woven by Martin Hoke of Dover, York The ninth Brazos Valley Regional History Fair 
County, Pennsylvania in 1835 from Sherry and Gerald Humphreys. was held on February 7 at Washington on the 

Brazos. The Museum gratefully acknowledges 
Colorfiul coverlets were especially popular from the 1830s to the 1860s. They the following sponsors: 
were usually woven on a loom strung with cotton warp (vertical) threads. Even FOUNDERS $400+
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though not grown in 
Pennsylvania, cotton was 
readily available after the 
invention of the cotton 

gin in the 1790s and it 
was inexpensive before 
the Civil War. In 1845 
weaver Andrew Kump 
of Hanover advertised 
that he would "furnish 
necessary Cotton Yarn for 
each Coverlet for $1.62 

1/2." Ihe weaver would 
then use the customer's 
own spun wool, which had 
been dyed in the desired 
shades, often striking reds 
and rich blues, for the 
weft (horizontal) weave.  

The rest of the cost of the 
finished coverlet would be 
for the weaving itself
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- Washington on the Brazos State Park 
Association 

" Brazos County Historical Commission 
" Blinn College - in kind 

n 
Star of the Republic Museum -in kind 

- Washington-on-the-Brazos State Historic 
Site - in kind 

DELEGATES $250+ 
- Brazos Heritage Society 
- Washington County Genealogical Society 
- Jared Patout, CPA 
- Monograms & More 

TEXIANS up to $249 
- Buddy Wright American Legion Post #48 
- Dr. Richard Fox Brenham Chapter, DRT 
- John Brieden State Farm Insurance 
- William Joel Bryan Chapter #14, SRT 
- Fultz & Fultz, PLLC 
* Celia & Steve Haley 
- Lacina & Kenjura, PC 
* La Villita Chapter, NSDAR 
* Minnie B. Williams Chapter #531, UDC 
* Washington County Historical Commission 
- Blue Bell Creameries 
- Henry P Mayo 
- Houston McGaugh
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