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RESOURCE LIST

SECRETARY OF STATE 
Executive Division 
State Capitol 
P.O. Box 12697 
Austin, Texas 78711-2697 
(512) 463-5701 

Elections Division 
P.O. Box 12060 
Austin, Texas 78711-2060 
(512) 463-5650 
1-(800)-252-VOTE (8683) 

Provide: The Elections Division provides election information, sample ballots, voter 
registration applications, educational brochures, and election returns.  

TEXAS DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
Bill White, Chair 
919 Congress, Suite 600 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(512) 478-8746.  

Provide: Party rules and regulations, candidate information.  

TEXAS REPUBLICAN PARTY 
Tom Pauken, Chair 
211 East 7th Street, Suite 620 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(512) 477-9821 

Provide: Party rules and regulations, candidate information.  

LIBERTARIAN PARTY 
J.D. (Jay) Manifold, Chair 
709 West Rochelle Rd., #2116 
Irving, Texas 75062 
(800) 422-1776 

Provide: Party rules and regulations, candidate information.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF TEXAS 
1212 Guadalupe 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(512) 472-1100 

Provide: Voting guides, candidate and issue information.  

VOTER REGISTRAR/TAX ASSESSOR COLLECTOR 
*Contact your local voter registrar/tax assessor collector 

Provide: Precinct information, voter registration information.  

COUNTY CLERK/ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR 
*Contact your local county clerk/elections administrator 

Provide: Election information, polling place location information, ballot information.  

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE LIBRARY 
1110 San Jacinto, Room 260 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(512) 463-1252 

Provide: Legislative history for past 20 years - both House and Senate, extensive 
historical information on all aspects of government.

W E.Pjgct 
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Voting: A :Historical Perspective

Early in our nation's history, many people were denied the right to vote. The Framers of the 

Constitution could not decide who should be granted this right and therefore left the decision to state 

governments. Most of the state governments extended this privilege to white, male, property owners.  

African Americans, women, and Native Americans were denied this right. State governments reasoned 

that a person with property would have more to lose if a bad government came to power. They felt that 

these individuals would vote for people who would be careful to protect property. During the 50 years 
following the adoption of the Constitution, the vote was given to all white men. However, African 

Americans, women, and Native Americans were still denied the vote. It took many years of hard work 

before these groups would gain this right.  

Texans have had the right to vote since the time Texas was a part of Mexico. The Constitution 

of 1824 provided that the legislators, governor, and vice-governor were to be elected by "popular vote." 
But not all Texans have really had the right to vote since then. Some Texans acquired the right to vote 

later. African-American men in Texas were not allowed to vote before 1869. In the Constitution of 1869, 

they were given the right to vote. But no women had the right to vote in Texas until 1918. Then women 
were allowed to vote in primary elections but could not vote in general elections. In 1920, the Nineteenth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution gave all women the right to vote in all elections. Even 
though these rights were given, African Americans and Mexican Americans were often denied the right 

to vote until the United States Congress passed the Voting Rights Act of 1965. This law made it illegal 

to deny people the right to vote because of their race or color. Beginning in 1902, a poll tax was collected 

from people who wanted to vote. People who could not afford to pay the tax were denied the right to 

vote. In 1966 an amendment to the Texas Constitution removed this poll tax and since then all citizens 
who meet the age and residency requirements are eligible to vote in all elections in Texas.  

Qualifications for Registering to Vote 

To be qualified to vote in Texas, a person must: 

1. be 18 years of age or older 
2. be a United States citizen 
3. not be considered mentally incompetent 
4. not have been convicted of a felony 

5. be a resident of the county or political subdivision on the day of the election 
6. be registered to vote 

If a person meets these requirements they simply complete a voter registration application and 
mail it to the voter registrar in the county where they live.

oject 
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Voter Registration Application

Prescribed by the VOTER REGISTRATION APPLICATION 
17...5_ B.i-' O E R GSRAINAPLCTO

For Official.Use Only
Secretary of State PCT Cert. Num.  
17.95 BPMI.1-95 (SOLICITUD DE INSCRIPCION DE VOTANTE) EDR 

Last Name First Name (NOT HUSBAND'S) Middle Name (If any) Former Name 
(Apellido usual) (Su nombre de pila) (Siendo mujer: no el del esposo) (Segundo Nombre) (si tiene) (Nombre anterior) 

1 1 1 1 
Residence Address: Street Address and Apartment Number, City, State, and ZIP. If none, describe where you live. (Do not include P.O. Box or Rural Rt.) 
(Domiciho: Cale y nnmero, nnmero de apartamento, Ciudad, Estado, y Cldigo Postal; A falta de estos datos. describa la localidad de su residencia.) (No incluya su apartado postal 
ni su ruta rural.) 

Mailing Address, City, State and ZIP: If mail cannot be delivered to your residence address. (Direccidn postal. Ciudad, Estado y Gender (Optional) 4 
Cddigo Postal) (Si es imposible entregarle correspondencia a domicilio.) 3 (Sexo) (Optativo) 

[Male (Hombre) QFemale (Mujer)

Date of Birth: month, day, year 
(Fecha de Nacimiento): (mtes, dia, aflo)

City, County, and State of Former Residence 

(Ciudad, Condado, Estado de su residencia anterior) 

5.
Check appropriate box: I ans a United States Citizen Yes No 
(Marque el cuadro apropiado: Soy Ciudadano/a de los Estados Unidos) (Si) (No)

I understand that giving false information to procure a voter reg 
ration is perjury, and a crime under state and federal law. (Entiend 
hecho de proporcionar datos falsos a fin de obtener inscripcisn en el registro de votantes, cor 
el delito de perjurio o declaracisn falsa y es una infraccidn sancionable por ley federal y est 

I affirm that I (Declaro que soy) 
" am a resident of this county; presidente del condado) 
- have not been finally convicted of a felony or if a felon I am el 

for registration under section 13.001, Election Code; and 
(que no he sido condenado/a en definitiva por un delito penal, o en caso de tal condena 
que estoy habilitado/a para inscribirme, a tenor de lo dispuesto 
por la seccidn 13.001 del Cidigo Electoral) 

- have not been declared mentally incompetent by final 
judgment of a court of law.  
(no se me ha declarado mentalmente incapacitado por orden judicial.)

Social SecurityNo. (Optional) (jnmero de Seguro Social)(optativo) 

TX Driver's License No. or Personal ID. No. (Issued by TX 
Dept. of Public Safety) (Optional) (Nmnero de su licencia tejana de 
manejar o de su Cddula de Identidad expedida por el Departamento de 
Seguridad Psblica de Tejas) (optativo)

o que el Telephone Number (Optional) (Numero telefonico) (optativo) 
nstituye[4 

atal.) 

/ / 

igible Date (fecha) 

,X 6&7 
Signature of Applicant or Agent and Relationship to Applicant or Printed 
Name of Applicant if Signed by Witness and Date. (Firma del/de la solicitante ode 
su apoderado/a y que parentesco tiene el/ia apoderado con el/la solicitante. Si la fima es de un(a) 
testigo, escriba el nombre del/de la solicitante usando letra de molde y ponga la fecha.)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION 
Please complete all of the information on the application. Print in ink or type. If you have any questions about how to fill out this 
application, please call the Secretary of State's Office toll free at 1-800-252-VOTE(8683), TDD 1-800-735-2989.  

1. Name-Give your full name including first, middle and last. If you have changed your name, give former name.  

2. Residence Address - Include street address, city, state, and zip. If you do not have a street address, give a description of the 
location of where you live.  

3. Mailing Address - If mail cannot be delivered to your residence, give a mailing address.  

4. Gender, Social Security Number, Telephone Number, and Driver's License Number or Identification Number are 
optional. The social security number is solicited by authority of sec. 13.122 and will be used to maintain the accuracy of the 
registration records. Your voter registration application is open to the public.  

5. City and County of Former Residence - If you were previously registered in another county in Texas, complete this box.  

6. Agent - An agent may apply for voter registration for another person as long as that person is related to the applicant as husband, 
wife, father, mother, son or daughter. The agent must also be a registered voter or have submitted an application for registration.  
Indicate the relationship of the agent on the application. Indicate relationship next to signature.  

7. Sign Your Name. If you cannot sign your name next to the X, a person may witness you making your mark. Give the name and 
address of the person who witnessed your mark above the signature line. If you cannot make a mark, have the witness state the 
applicant could not make a mark. You do not need a witness if you can sign your name.  

GENERAL VOTER REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

You may register to vote at any time. You must be at least 17.years and 10 months old to register. Your voter registration will become 
effective 30 days after it is received or on your 18th birthday, whichever is later. YOU MUST BE A U.S. CITIZEN TO 
REGISTER. If you move to another county, you must re-register in the county of your new residence.  

If you decline to register to vote, the fact that you have declined to register will remain confidential and will be used only for 
registration purposes. If you do register to vote, the office (if applicable) at which you submitted a voter registration 
application will remain confidential and will be used only for voter registration purposes.  

* Tear off on dotted line and return lower portion to Voter Registrar



Voting Systems: A Historical Perspective

The power to govern is exercised, either directly or indirectly, through our right to vote. Voting 
is our way of making decisions, or stating our opinion on issues and of expressing satisfaction or 
dissatisfaction with public officials.

The methods used to vote are many. The oldest and 
most common form of voting is the "voice vote." This 
method was used in the early American Colonies in the 
1700's and is used today by civic organizations, clubs and 
in classrooms. In this method, the voter simply responds 
aloud with an appropriate "aye" or "nay," "yes" or "no" 
to the issue to be voted upon. This method has one 
important drawback--it does not provide for secrecy.  
Voting in secret is necessary to protect the voter from 
undue influence, persuasion, coercion, and bribery when 
voting. It protects the voters' rights to express their 
opinions.

Using colored balls to cast ballots

Another old popular method of voting requires that each voter be given two balls, one black and 
the other white. The black ball signifies a "no" vote and the white ball signifies a "yes" vote. The 
voter simply drops the appropriate ball into a container to vote. This method is the origin of the 
expression "to blackball" meaning "to vote against." While providing for secrecy, this method of 
voting allows for only "yes" or "no" votes and can be quite cumbersome if there are a number of 
issues to be voted upon.  

The method of voting used in Texas today is derived from the Australian Ballot System. To 
vote under this system, the voter marks a uniform ballot while alone in a booth. If paper ballots are 
being used, the following is required: 

1. The ballots must be uniform in paper quality, size, color, and inking to ensure that one 
person's ballot cannot be singled out to determine how it was voted.  

2. The ballots must be printed at public expense.  

3. The names of all candidates for the same office must be on each ballot to ensure that each 
voter is selecting from the same list of candidates.  

4. The ballots must only be distributed to registered voters and only one ballot is given to each 
voter.  

5. There must be absolute secrecy in voting.  

6. Only official ballots must be counted.
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Besides voting on paper ballots, people in Texas vote on lever-type machines and punch card 
voting devices. Regardless of the device used, the secrecy of the vote must be ensured. A vote is 

cast on a paper ballot by marking an "X" in the square 

beside the name of the candidate.  

Official Ballot 
Systems of Voting 

0 
The ancient Greeks voted by use of white stones for 

"yes" and black stones for "no." Romans voted on tablets 
using a pointed stick. In Florence and Venice, they voted 

EJ with colored balls called "ballotta," from which comes our 
word "ballot." The Pilgrims voted by raising their hands; 
some early settlers used corn and beans to vote "yes" or 

"no." In some of the early colonies, people voted "viva 
voce" or by voice. People sometimes vote today by saying 

A standard paper ballot "aye" or "nay."

Political parties used to print their own ballots in different colors. In the late 

using the Australian ballot using white paper. Some cities have 
voting machines on which the voter pushes down a lever for each 
vote. Some places in Texas now vote on punch cards. The votes 
are counted by a computer.  

New ways of voting are being tried. These include 
voting by telephone or by television connected to computers.  

People are constantly trying to invent new methods of voting 
that are cheap to build and to maintain, that are easy for the 
voter to use, that provide a fast and accurate vote count, and 

that protect the secrecy and honesty of the vote.

1800's, we began

i-

It is important to note that decisions being made in your 
Capitol city can and will change your life. It is also important 

to know that we all play an important role in decisions being A possible future method of voting 
made. As citizens of this great state and nation, we have a 

voice in government through utilization of our right to vote. Let your voice be heard, learn about the 

candidates and issues. When you become of age, cast your ballot--exercise your voice--VOTE.
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Voting Methods and Systems

Three major kinds of voting methods are used in Texas today. These methods are paper, elec

tronic systems, and mechanical systems. The type of voting device used at your polling place will 
depend on which political subdivision (e.g., county, city, school district, etc.) you live in.  

A. PAPER METHODS 

This is the simplest voting method. It is used by many small counties because it is also the least 

expensive way to count ballots. Currently 114 counties in Texas vote by paper ballot. When using 
the paper method, voters mark their ballot by hand with an indelible marker or pen (a marker that 

cannot be erased), and the votes are counted manually.  

B. ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS 

Electronic voting systems have recently become the most widely used systems in the state.  

Currently 134 counties are voting by electronic systems. There are several types of electronic voting 

systems, but they all operate in a similar manner. In an electronic system, voters mark their ballots by 

either punching holes, connecting "arrows," or filling in "bubbles" next to the candidates' names. The 

votes are then counted by an electronic ballot counter that counts the holes, the "bubbles," or the 

"arrows." When the ballots are counted, the electronic system automatically computes the totals for 

each candidate. Although this system is often more accurate and quicker than counting paper ballots 
by hand, it is more expensive to operate. Common names for the various voting systems are punch 

card, and optical scan.  

C. MECHANICAL SYSTEMS 

Mechanical systems historically have been a popular voting system. Recently, however, many 

mechanical systems have been replaced with electronic systems for speed and convenience. Today 

only six counties in Texas are using the mechanical system. In a mechanical system, voters go into a 

booth with a curtain. The voter pulls a handle when they enter the voting booth which draws the 

curtain. To vote, the voter pulls levers down next to the candidates' names. When the voter is 

finished, they pull the handle which draws open the curtain and registers their votes on a counter 

located in the back of the machine. After voting ends, the vote totals are read directly off the 

counter.  

For further instructions/illustrations on using these systems, 
contact the Office of the Secretary of State.

UO.T.E. Page 8



Voting Booths

There are many kinds of voting booths used in Texas. The following are examples of booths 
you might see at your polling place. Keep in mind that "official" voting booths such as these are not 
necessary, as long as the booths provide voters privacy while voting. Voting booths must meet the 

regulatory specifications for voting booths, or have been approved for use by the Secretary of State.

Th ~7'

This polyethylene voting booth is designed for both 

optical scan and paper ballots, and collapses to form its own 

storage case. Note: There is a handicapped adapter kit 
available which converts the self-contained booths to comply 

with the Federal "Voting Accessibility for the Elderly and 
Handicapped Act," thereby eliminating the need for additional 
booths.

Constructed of corrugated board, this voting booth is 
light weight, inexpensive, and folds down to create its own 

carrying case. 'I
.E 
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Ballot Boxes

Below is an example of a ballot box used for elections. No matter what type of box is used, it 

should have a wide slot located at one end of the box for ballot deposits, and should always remain 
locked during the course of an election to ensure security of the ballots. Typically four ballot boxes 

are used. One box is locked and placed in an area established for depositing voted ballots. The 
remaining boxes are kept in a secure place in view of the election officials. These boxes are replace

ments for the ballot boxes being used for the deposit of voted ballots. Each box containing voted 

ballots that is not being used must be sealed so that no additional ballots can be inserted into the box, 
and the seal must be signed by the presiding judge, an election clerk, and two watchers of opposing 

interest (if present).
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Project VO. TE.  
PATCH PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 

To earn this patch, please complete the activities appropriate for each age level.  

Daisy - Complete 5 activities including 1 starred activity 
Brownie - Complete 7 activities including 2 starred activities 
Junior - Complete 8 activities including 3 starred activities 

Cadette/Senior - Complete 12 activities including all starred activities 

1. Visit your local voter registrar's office.  

2. Obtain a copy of your parents' voter registration certificates.  

*3. Complete a mock voter registration application by following the instructions on page six.  

4. Identify and/or visit a polling place, or the location where your parents vote. Write a short 
report describing what you observed.  

5. Contact your League of Women Voters to identify groups within your community 

that are involved with voter registration activities. Contact those groups to see how you 

may become involved.  

*6. Name five (5) objects that are necessary in a polling place in order to conduct an election.  

*7. Make a poster or other visual display that depicts why people should vote and exhibit it at 
your school or local library. Example: an event, historical depiction, historical figure connected 

with why voting makes a difference.  

8. Design a ballot box.  

9. Design a logo which might encourage people to vote.  

10. Write a short story on why voting is important.  

11. Interview a candidate running for statewide, county, or city office.  

12. Make up a song, poem, or skit about voting and display or perform it in a public place.  

13. Interview 10 people to find out: 
-If they are registered to vote.  
-If so, did they vote in the last election? 
-Did they vote early or on election day? 
-If they are not registered, give them the toll-free number to the Office of the Secretary of 
State 1-800-252-VOTE (8683).
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14. Find out the date of the next local election in your area and contact the Office of the 
Secretary of State 1-800-252-VOTE(8683) to learn the date for the next statewide 
election.  

15. Collect three newspaper clippings that discuss elections or voting.  

16. List two or more areas in your community where voter registration applications or posters 
are displayed.  

17. Organize a mock election for your troop and report the results to your local newspaper.  

*18. Find out the type of voting equipment used in your community.  

19. Obtain a copy of a sample ballot.  

20. List five (5) elected state officials and the length of term they are elected to serve.  

21. Identify the members of the Texas Legislature that represent the county where you live.  

22. Research to find instances in which one vote or only a few votes made a difference in an 
election. Write a short report discussing what you found.  

23. Pretend that you are an elected official and prepare a speech to convince people why they 
should vote. Present the speech in a public place.  

24. Pretend that you are running for office and make a commercial using a video camera or 
tape recorder that persuades people to vote for you. Play the commercial for your troop.  

25. Read about the Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution and the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. Write a short report discussing how this legislation affects you and 
your friends.  

Below is an example of the Project V.O.T.E. Patch:

PROJECT 

O.T.E.  
VOTERS of TOMORROW 
THROUGH EDUCATION 

GIRL SCOUTS oftheLONE STAR STATE 
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Thank you for participating in the Project V.O.T.E. patch program. The Secretary of State's Office 
would like to recognize each participant. All certificates will be mailed to the troop leader.  

Troop Leader: 

Girl Scout Council: 

Age Level: 

Address:

City: ,TX Zip

Telephone: ( )

Names of participants, please print:

Mail this completed form to: 

Office of the Secretary of State 
Elections Division 

P.O. Box 12060 
Capitol Station 

Austin, TX 78711-2060 
Attn: Kim Sutton
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GIRLSCOUTS

LONE STAR GIRL SCOUT COUNCIL 
PROJECT VO.TE. PATCH PROGRAM 

PATCH ORDER FORM
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GIRL SCOUTS may order patches directly from: 

Lone Star Girl Scout Council 

P.O. Box 15385 
Austin, Texas 78761 

Please do not send this form to the Office of the Secretary of State 

Number of Patches Cost Per Patch Total 

X $1.00= 

Add Shipping and Handling $1.00 

Total Amount Enclosed 

Check or money order enclosed 

W MC/Visa Account Number Exp. Date 

Signature

Please mail patches to: 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

Zip: 

Telephone: 

Girl Scout Council:

When ordering patches, please provide the names of the recipients on the enclosed form, so they may 
receive a certificate of accomplishment from the Office of the Secretary of State.  

Please complete the evaluation on the back of this form.

fl E.oPgece 11O.T.E. Page 14

Service Unit: 

Troop #: 

Age Level 
Daisy 
Brownie 
Junior 
Cadette/Sr.



LONE STAR GIRL SCOUT COUNCIL
PROJECT VO.TE. PATCH PROGRAM

PROGRAM EVALUATION

Council: 

Age level of participants: 

Number of girl participants: 

Number of adult participants: 

Please indicate which activities you completed:

Were any special activities planned in conjunction with this program? If so, please describe:- ----

What did participants learn from this program?

General Comments:

This program was developed by the 
Office of the Secretary of State 

in cooperation with the Lone Star Girl Scout Council.  
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Antonio 0. Garza, Jr.  
secretary of State 

State of Texas 
K.O. Box 12697 

Austin, Texas 78711 

(512) 463-5650 
1-800-252-VOTE (8683)


