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BOARD OF DIRECTORS SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARINGS 
ON PROPOSED RULES/MANAGEMENT PLAN REVISIONS

The High Plains Underground 
Water Conservation District 
No. 1 (H PWD) seeks public input at 
hearings to be held in Levelland 
July 29 and Canyon Aug. 5.  

The July 29 hearing is scheduled 
for 3-6 p.m. at the Mallet Event 
Center, 2320 U.S. Hwy 385, in 
Levelland.  

The Aug. 5 hearing is 
also 3-6 p.m. at the Kuhlman 
Center, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension office, 200 N. Brown 
Road, in Canyon.  

"All interested persons are

encouraged to comment on 
proposed revisions to our District 
Rules and Management Plan," 
said Board President Lynn Tate of 
Amarillo.  

"We've been working on this 
for several months and expect to 
adopt the finalized documents at our 
regular monthly meeting in 
August." 

Highlights of the proposed 
rules are available at www.hpwd.  
com along with the full 31-page 
document that includes adminis
trative detail not included in the

summarized highlights.  
The current HPWD management 

plan and proposed revisions are also 
available on the district's web site.  

"We encourage anyone with 
questions or comments to be at these 
hearings or to submit comments in 
writing to rulecomments@hpwd.  
com if they are unable to attend," 
Tate said.  

He reminds everyone that all 
written comments must be received 
no later than 5 p.m., Aug. 5 at the 
HPWD office, 2930 Avenue Q, 
Lubbock TX 79411.

NEAL HINDERS: SPEAKING A NATIVE PLANT LANGUAGE
By Adeline Fox 

Native plant seeds from South 
Carolina are not native plant seeds 
to Canyon, Texas.  

Realizing that, Neal Hinders 
and his wife wanted to find native 
plant varieties that would flourish 
in the Texas Panhandle.  

Walking through Canyon 
one spring day, they noticed an 
Engelmann Daisy that was living 
with little-to-no care in a parking 
lot. That was the kind of native 
plant they needed, and that's how 
Canyon's Edge Plants began.  

Canyon's Edge Plants began as a 
hobby for Hinders in 1989. He was 
a stay-at-home father who had only 
a few hours in the evening to de-

vote to trial and error gardening ex
periments in his backyard. Once he 
realized the potential niche for the 
native plant market, he acquired a 
license from the Texas Department 
of Agriculture and opened up shop.  

"I do sell a variety of native and 
xeric plants, but I like to see the re
sults of a plant doing well before I 
sell it to somebody," Hinders says.  

Both knowledgeable and 
curious customers flock to the 
native plant nursery. Now that the 
location has moved to downtown 
Canyon, Hinders says there are 
even more customer possibilities.  

"My main customers are local 
master gardeners who know their 

SEE CANYON'S EDGE PAGE FOUR
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CROSS SECTION AT 60: DELINEATING YOUR DISTRICT
EDITOR'S NOTE--As The Cross 
Section celebrates its 60th anniversary 
of publication, HPWD is reprinting 
some of the articles published in 1954.  
We hope you enjoy this nostalgic look 
back at the early days of your under
ground water conservation district 
--CEM.  

VOLUME 1--June 1954 

The map at right shows the 
Delineation of the Underground 
Water Reservoir in the Ogallala 
Formation south of the Canadian 
River.  

This is commonly known as 
the High Plains Underground 
Water Conservation District No. 1 
including all or part of twenty-one 
High Plains Counties.  

At the time the district was 
created, it was divided into five 
precincts for the purpose of elect
ing Directors to represent the 
various parts of the District.  

In the election for the confirma
tion of the District, thirteen of the 
twenty-one counties voted in favor 
of becoming an active part of the 
Water Conservation District.  

Since the last election, three of 
the remaining eight counties have 
petitioned the District to be includ
ed in the program of work being 
set up for the conservation of water 
and controlling of waste.  

An election will be held some
time this fall to allow any of the re
maining eight counties to become a 
part of the district.  

To further prove the necessity 
of orderly development of the pro
duction of water in the High Plains, 
in 1934 there were approximately 
300 wells in existence within the 
bounds of the District.  

Today, in 1954, there are 25,000 
large capacity wells-some of which 
were drilled within a few yards of
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another well.  
The District noted that in the 

late winter and early spring of 
1953-1954 as many as 30 wells per 
day were being completed within 
the thirteen counties participating 
in the well spacing program. If the 
High Plains is to continue develop-
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ment and continue sub-dividing its 
farms into smaller blocks, each re
quiring an irrigation well, and keep 
up with the high rate of production 
it has established, it will mean con
tinued competition for the water 
stored beneath the land.  

An indication of competition 
for the water that collects in wet 
weather lakes has already been 
shown in areas where additional 
water is needed.  

Who can tell what the next 
twenty years may bring for 
Texas and the High Plains in 
demands on the soil and water? 
It is not too early to be thinking 
about tomorrow--for today was 
tomorrow only yesterday.  

How did The Cross Section get 
its name? From June 1954--" We 
shall endeavor to present to you 
a cross section of the present day 
activities in the field of Under
ground Water ... for keeping in 
touch with the plans and functions 
of your District."
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BOARD ORDERS NOV. 4 GENERAL AND SPECIAL ELECTIONS
At their July 8 meeting, the 

HPWD Board of Directors 
approved an order for a Nov. 4, 
2014 general election in District 
Directors' Precincts One, Two, and 
Five.  

Precinct One consists of the 
portion of Crosby County with
in the district, all of Lubbock 
County, and all of Lynn County.  
James Powell of Lubbock is the 
incumbent.  

Precinct Two includes Co
chran County, the major portion of 
Hockley County, and all of Lamb 
County. Brad Heffington of Little
field is the incumbent.  

Precinct Five consists of the 
portion of Floyd County within 
the district, all of Hale County, 
and all of Swisher County. Ronnie 
Hopper of Petersburg is the incum
bent.  

Applications for place on the 
ballot for the general election are 
available from July 19 to Aug. 18 
by contacting the HPWD office in 
Lubbock.  

A special election was also 
ordered to fill an unexpired term 
for two years for District Director 
Precinct Three.  

Precinct Three includes Bailey 
County, the major portion of Castro 
County, and all of Parmer County.  
Mike Beauchamp of Friona is the 
incumbent.  

Applications for place on the 
ballot for this special election may 
be requested in person, by mail, by 
e-mail, or by phone from July 8 to 
Aug. 21.  

The Precinct Four position is 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Ogallala Aquifer un

derlies all or part of eight states: 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Wyoming, 
Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, New 
Mexico and Texas.

not up for election until 2016.  
HPWD Board President Lynn Tate 
of Amarillo is the incumbent.  

Additional information about
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Rainfall totals for the first quarter of 2014 ranged from 5.5 inches in 
Bailey, Cochran, Deaf Smith, Lynn, and Parmer Counties to 10.5 
inches in northern Floyd County, according to data collected at 400 
rain gauge sites from Jan. 1 to March 31, 2014.

JANUARY TO MARCH 2014 RAINFALL 
HIGH PLAINS WATER DISTRICT 
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CANYON'S EDGE 
FROM PAGE THREE 

plants," Hinders says, "but we hope 
to attract a variety of other custom
ers now that we have moved to a 
more convenient location in down
town Canyon." 

As potential customers drive 
through the Square, they'll get 
to see demonstration gardens 
inside and outside of the plant 
nursery walls. Hinders also gives 
several presentations regarding 
xeriscape and native plants at 
various events. Their website 
(canyonsedgeplants.com) has a 
wide range of information about 
planting and managing native 
plant species. Hinders believes the 
awareness of native landscaping 
benefits will increase as industries 
and other community leaders work 
to promote the idea of water wise 
plants.  

"We all need to get on board 
and figure out how to make saving 
water work," Hinders says. "When 
people can see an attractive and 
cost-effective yard, they'll start be
lieving in the benefits of native and 
xeric landscaping." 

HPWD commends the Hinders 
and Canyon's Edge Plants in prac
ticing and encouraging the use of 
native and xeric plant landscaping!
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NEWS BRIEFS AND OTHER INFORMATION 

GROUNDWATER WORKSHOP FOR TEACHERS--The 
American Ground Water Trust has scheduled a teacher workshop July 
24-25 at the Region 17 Education Service Center, Ill W. Loop 289, 
in Lubbock. This free two-day event will show how water topics 
can be incorporated into the middle school and high school science 
curriculum. Space is limited and is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Visit http://www.escl7.net and click on the workshop link 
to access the ESCite catalog. Participants will receive six hours 
of CPE Science credit. Want to sponsor your local teacher for this 
event? Contact Kevin McGinnis at 747-2096.  

WOLFFORTH WATER EXPO--The City of Wolfforth 
will host an August 16 water conservation expo at Lubbock 
Indoor Courts, located at 7806 County Road 7050 (at Alcove) in 
Wolfforth. The day-long event is designed to provide information 
to residents of the Panhandle-South Plains area about water and 
water sources. There is no admission charge--but orga
nizers encourage persons to bring one can of food for 
donation to the South Plains Food Bank. Contact David Cooper at (806) 
866-2133 for more information or visit http://www.facebook.com/ 
wolfforthwaterexpo.  

HPWD OFFERS TESTIMONY TO LEGISLATORS- HPWD 
Legislative Affairs Director Kody Bessent provided testimony 
during a June 25 meeting of the Texas House -of Representatives 
Committee on Natural Resources at the State Capitol in Austin.  
Bessent's remarks focused on the protection of private property rights 
as it relates to the availability, development, and management of 
groundwater. An overview of the proposed revisions to the HPWD 
rules--including Rule 5 were presented. In addition, Bessent reviewed 
the district's programs and activities, which focus on agricultural, 
industrial, and urban use. He also discussed recent outreach efforts.


