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Jason Coleman named High Plains Water District general manager
Jason Coleman is the new 

general manager of the High Plains 
Underground Water Conservation 
District No. 1 (HPWD) effective 
Sept. 3.  

Coleman served as general 
manager of the South Plains Under
ground Water Conservation District 
in Brownfield since 2000. The 
district covers 1,200 acres in 
Hockley County and all of Terry 
County.  

Raised on a cotton farm near 
Meadow, Coleman is a 1994 
graduate of Texas A&M 
University where he received his 
B.S. in Agricultural Engineering.  

He is a registered Professional 
Engineer in Texas and currently 
serves as an officer in -the Texas 
Section of the American Society 
of Agricultural and Biological 
Engineers.  

Coleman and his wife, Kristi, live 
on a cotton farm near Ropesville.  
Kristi teaches 4 1 and 5" grade math 
at Ropesville ISD. Their daughters 
attend Ropesville High School.  

"The High Plains Water 
District Board of Directors is pleased 
and excited about Jason Coleman 
accepting the general manager 
position. His expertise in 
agriculture engineering, water 
research, and his 13 years of 
experience as a water district 
manager will be invaluable to our 
district," said Board President Lynn 
Tate of Amarillo.  
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Board Member Brad Heffington 
of Littlefield added that Coleman's 
upbringing in the South Plains 
region will be helpful in dealing 
with groundwater issues.  

"Jason shares our West Texas 
values. He understands that the 
High Plains Water District is here to 
protect landowners' rights-while 
at the same time-developing 
policy to help landowners conserve 
groundwater and use it as efficiently 
as possible for generations to come.  
We look forward to his work with 
the district," Heffington said.  

Coleman said he is honored to be 
able to work with district residents, 
board members, county advisory 
committees, and staff.  

"The purpose of the High Plains 
Underground Water Conservation 
iTstriet-ito help residents conserve 

and preserve g ouadwter within its 
16-county service area Th-very

pleased to be part of a dedicated 
staff that will be instrumental in 
achieving the water conservation 
goals established by the district's 
Board of Directors," Coleman said.  

Carmon McCain served as 
interim general manager follow
ing the June 30 retirement of Jim 
Conkwright.  

McCain has resumed his 
regular duties as the district's 
Information/Education Group 
Supervisor.  

Tate and Heffington said the 
HPWD Board of Directors wish to 
publicly thank McCain for his work 
as interim general manager.  

"Carmon took on the role of 
three employees during the search 
for our new general manager. The 
Board appreciates his willing
ness to serve in this capacity, his 
professionalism, and his loyalty to 
the district," Tate said.
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HPWD Board meets withiCountv Advisory Committees
High Plains Water District Board 

members are pleased with the enthu
siastic input received from County 
Advisory Committee members 
during a Sept. 18 orientation 
meeting in Lubbock.  

Approximately 57 of the 
district's 83 County Advisory 
Committee members attended the 
half-day meeting.  

"From the early days of 
the district, County Advisory 
Committees were in place to serve 
as a 'grassroots' liaison between 
local residents of each county and 
the Board of Directors. The Board 
is revitalizing the County Advisory 
Committee organization to receive 
more local input and guidance in 
making groundwater management 
decisions," said Board President 
Lynn Tate of Amarillo.

DFC Dialogue 
Bailey County Advisory Committee members Nick Bamert (at left) and 
Jim Pat Claunch discuss the district's desired future conditions with 
Precinct Five District Director Ronnie Hopper (at right).

Tate said he received 
several comments from committee 
members, including suggestions 
about HPWD rules, metering, 
conservation efforts, and district 
programs and activities.  

Precinct Five District

Director Ronnie Hopper of Peters
burg opened the orientation meeting 
with an overview of the district's 
history, its current status, and its 
vision for the future.  

See DISTRICT Page Two
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District residents must decide how groundwater will be managed
Continued From Page One 

"When the High Plains Water 
District was created in 1951, its 
original mission was (and still 
is) to conserve, preserve, protect, 
and prevent waste of groundwater 
stored in the aquifers within its 
jurisdiction. However, it also has 
an added responsibility to set a 
desired future condition (DFC) and 
adopt a management plan and rules 
to achieve the DFC," Hopper said.  

He said the Board of Directors 
philosophy is that all conserva
tion efforts within the district be 
"scientifically verified, ethically 
grounded, and economically sound.  
By doing so, we can regain our 
residents' trust and then take the 
high ground in Austin by proving 
we are managing the resource." 

Hopper noted that it is vitally 
important for district residents to 
have a say in future groundwater 
management.  

"In the absence of our active 
engagement (concerning ground
water management), the state will 
decide it for us," Hopper said.  

"It should be up to the stake
holders of the district to decide how 
their groundwater will be managed 
for future use," he added.  

Kyle Ingham with the 
Panhandle Regional Planning 
Commission (PRPC) in Amarillo 
gave a brief overview of regional 
water planning in Texas.  

Ingham is the PRPC's local 
government services director. He 
is the administrative agent for the 
Panhandle Water Planning Group 
("Region A") and Groundwater 
Management Area # 1 (GMA#1.' 

Beginning in 1951, uderground 
water conservation districts were 
created to conserve the resource. In 
doing so, they have the authority to 
amend the "Rule of Capture" water 
law through water well permitting

KYLE INGHAM

and spacing rules.  
"The first state water plan 

was adopted in 1961-just after 
the drought of record during the 
1950s. There was a heavy empha
sis on construction of surface water 
reservoirs throughout the state.  
That may not have been the best 
plan since several of the reservoirs 
are either low or empty due to the 
severe/extreme drought conditions 
in Texas since 2011," he said.  

Senate Bill 1, passed by the 75th 
Texas Legislature in 1997, created 
the current state water planning 
process.  

"This was in response to drought 
and changing demographics. It 
created a local 'bottom-up' water 
planning process rather than one 
that was 'top-down' from the state," 
Ingham said.  

The State of Texas has been 
divided into 16 regional water 
planning group areas. Volunteers 
serve as planning group members 
representing specific water user 
groups, such as agriculture, electric 
generation, municipalities, oil and 
gas, public, and small businesses, 
to name a few.  

The resulting regional water 
plans are adopted every five years 
and are compiled into a state water 
plan. The next regional water plan 
for the Amarillo area ("Region A") 
and the Lubbock area ("Region 0") 
are due in 2016. The next state water 
plan is set for 2017.  

"These plans identify the sources 
of water in a region, establishes th 
demand for water by u roups, 
identifies gaps een water avail
abilt demand, and then rec

-odmmends management strategies 
to meet those shortages during a 
50-year planning horizon," Ingham 
said.  

In recent years, the Texas legisla
ture has delineated 16 Groundwater 
Management Areas (GMAs) to 
establish a desired future condition 
(DFC) for major aquifers in a region.  
The DFCs are to be adopted every 
five years and are incorporated into 
the water plan.  

Ingham said the Panhandle
area GMAs are moving cautiously 
through the next DFC cycle.  

"We've received updated 
Groundwater Availability Models 
(GAMs) from the Texas Water 
Development Board (TWDB). The 
Texas Legislature will meet one 
more time before the next DFCs are 
set. We'll have to see how that plays 
out," Ingham said.  

Tate gave a brief summary of 
the current HPWD rules relating to

allowable production limits (APR).  
"Rule 5 and the metering 

requirements grabbed everyone's 
attention when the district rules were 
amended in July 2011. The two-year 
moratorium is in place and may be 
extended another year. The Board 
will be working on Rule 5 in the 
near future. We want your thoughts 
and opinions. It is important that we 
have a rule or plan that the majority 
can agree with-especially before 
the 84 th Texas Legislature convenes 
in January 2015," Tate said.  

He also summarized recent 
legislation and legal opinions 
that are impacting groundwater 
management within the state. The 
legal opinions include Edwards 
Aquifer Authority (EAA) vs. Burrell 
Day, et al. in 2012 and EAA vs.  
Bragg in 2013.  

HPWD General Manager Jason

Coleman told the County Advisory 
Committee members that the Board 
of Directors and staff are committed 
to the district's conservation efforts.  

"The High Plains Water District 
has long been considered an expert 
on groundwater conditions within 
its service area. We are now work
ing to improve and enhance our 
data set development. This is a 
cooperative effort between the 
district and its landowners. We 
encourage persons to contact the 
district if they would like us to 
consider adding their water well to 
the district's water level observation 
network," Coleman said.  

At the conclusion of the 
formal presentations, the County 
Advisory Committee members met 
in breakout sessions for questions/ 
comments with their respective 
District Directors.

Conservation Comment 
Lubbock County Advisory Committee member Dr. Dan Krieg listens as 
Lynn County Advisory Committee member Craig Heinrich makes a point 
during a breakout session at the Sept. 18 orientation meeting.
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Conservation kits help students and families become more "water wise"
School is back in session! 
The High Plains Underground " I come from a farming ft 

Water Conservation District i.o 
reminds fifth-grade teachers that important conservation i 
classroom enrollment is now way for these kiddos and 
underway for the WaterWiseTM T t 
water conservation education to conserve water. oge 
program. a difference." 

Approximately 1,972 students 
and 47 teachers participated in the --Melinda Riley, Sprinc 
WaterWiseTM program in 2012
2013.  

This is the 181, year that the High Plains Water District staffI 
High Plains Water District has members are also available to give 
sponsored the water conserva- classroom presentations about waterI 
tion education program in schools conservation to schools within theI 
within its service area. district upon request.  

Students receive a WaterWiseTM The following schools 
kit containing a high efficien- participated in the 2012-20131 
cy showerhead; kitchen faucet WaterWiseTM program: AbernathyI 
aerator; bathroo m faucet Elementary; Amherst School; AntonI 
aerator; mini tape measure; digital Elementary; Bayless Elementary 
thermometer; drip/rain gauge; flow (Lubbock); Bluebonnet IntermediateI 
rate test bag; natural resources fact ( H e r e f o r d ) ; B u s h a n d 
chart; toilet leak detector tablets; Middle School; Crosbyton 
installation DVD; and parent/ Elementary; Dimmitt Middle 
guardian program evaluation. School; Farwell Elementary; Friona 

Other program materials include Elementary; Happy Elementary; Hart 
a program introduction letter to Elementary; Haynes Elementary 
parents/guardians, a student (Lubbock); Kress Elementary; 
guide and workbook, "GetWiseTM Lakeside 5 Grade Learning Center4 
wristbands, unlimited interactive (Plainview); Lazbuddie Elementary;I 
program web site access, and a toll- Littlefield Elementary; Lockney 
free help line. Elementary; Lubbock-Cooper In

Teachers recei a teacher termediate South; Mary DeShazo 
guide, step-by-step programs - Elementary (Muleshoe); and Morton 
list, lesson plans, supplemental a.  
activities, Texas State Education Also, a School; New 
Standards Correlation Chart, a Deal Middle School; ome 
Texas water poster, pre-test and School; Overton Elementary 
post-test forms and answer keys, (Lubbock); Petersburg 
and a self-addressed postage-paid Elementary; Rals Elementary; 
envelope to return surveys and other Roosevelt Elementary; Ropes 
program materials to Resource Elementary; Smyer Elementa
Action Programs. ry; Springlake-Earth Elementary; 

The program materials are Sudan Elementary; Sundown 
provided at no cost to schools within Elementary; Tahoka Elementa
the High Plains Water District's ry; Swinburn Elementary (Tulia); 
16-county service area. Walcott Elementary; West Central 

The program begins with Elementary (Hereford); Whiteface 
classroom discussions about the Elementary; Whitharral School; and 
importance of water and water Wilson Elementary.  
conservation. The WaterWiseTM program staff 

Participating students take their tabulates the results of the home 
WaterWiseTM kit home, test their audits and compiles teacher 
existing fixtures and then install the responses, student reports, and 
high-efficiency fixtures provided in parental comments into an annual 
their kits with parent or guardian program summary report.  
assistance. Some highlights from the 2012

Home surveys are com- 2013 report are as follows: 
pleted and these data are +There were 1,972 students and 
given to the teacher and forwarded 47 teachers enrolled in the program 
to Resource Action Programs. (2,019 total).  

Students are able to understand + Student scores improved from 
what they have learned in the 66 percent (pre-test) to 88 percent 
classroom by seeing the results (post-test).  
of installing the high-efficiency + Approximately 79 percent 
fixtures in their homes. of the students worked with their

familyy and I realize how 
s. These kits provide a 
their parents to learn 
:her, we can truly make 

glake-Earth Elementary 

family on this program.  
* Approximately 78 percent of 

the students indicated the program 
helped change the way they use 
water in their home.  

The student data indicates most 
families consist of two adults and 
two children who reside in a single
family home built before 1992.  

Of the water-using fixtures, most 
have an automatic dishwasher and 
two bathrooms.  

Most indicated they did not have 
an automatic lawn sprinkler system.  

The showerhead retrofit by the 
2,019 participants is expected to 
save 5,561,204 gallons of water per 
year or 55,612,041 gallons of water 
during the expected 10-year life of 
the fixture.

The kitchen faucet aerator ret
rofit by the 2,019 participants will 
save 4,915,043 gallons of water per 
year or 24,575,216 gallons of water 
during the expected five-year life of 
the fixture.  

The bathroom faucet aerator 
retrofit by the 2,019 participants will 
save 4,431,780 gallons of water per 
year or 22,158,899 gallons of water 
during the expected five-year life of 
the fixture.  

All participating teachers 
indicated they would conduct 
the program again, if given the 
opportunity. All indicated they 
would recommend the program to 
their colleagues.  

Teachers interested in participat
ing in the WaterWiseTM program 
during academic year 2013-2014 
are encouraged to contact Carmon 
McCain or Adeline Fox at (806) 
762-0181 or by e-mail at info@ 
hpwd.com for more information.  

The WaterWiseTM program is 
provided on a first-come, first
served basis.  

Because of this, teachers are 
encouraged to contact the High 
Plains Water District as soon as 
possible for enrollment information.
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WaterWise Program Materials 
Each student kit includes a high efficiency showerhead, kitchen faucet 
aerator, bathroom faucet aerator, drip/rain gauge, flow rate test bag, digital 
thermometer, and toilet leak detector tablets.
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Chamber of Commerce Water Conservation Council honors HPWD for use 
of water wise landscaping and rainwater harvesting in new parking area

Stormwater infiltration, 
passive rainwater harvesting, 
water wise landscape materials, and 
permeable pavement are among 
the water conservation features 
incorporated into a new parking area 
at the High Plains Water District 
office.  

Whenever there were meetings 
at the district office, many persons 
would park their vehicles on both 
sides of 3011 Street, which left only 
one car width for traffic. This was 
a dangerous situation for people 
turning quickly onto 30*" Street from 
Avenue Q-so the water district 
began exploring options for 
additional parking.  

The district purchased adjacent 
property north of the office, razed 
the existing structures, and began 
construction of the new parking 
area in 2012.  

Rather than simply having a 
hardscape, the district wanted to 
incorporate water conservation 
features into the new landscape. It
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is the district's hope that others will 
use this as an example to incorporate 
similar techniques at their homes or 
offices.  

Lubbock landscape architect 
Jason Hodges with Prairie 
Workshop LLC was hired to design 
the new parking area.  

The main landscape feature is a 
long, slender swale (25 feet x 150 
feet) which is planted in native 
grasses and shaped to capture and 
absorb a one-inch rain falling onto 
the adjacent parking area.  

"This quantity of rain
water equals approximately 5,000 
gallons that would normally be 
directed to the curb and gutter of 
nearby Avenue Q as storm water," 
Hodges said.  

The swale is bordered by smooth 
river cobble and accented with 
boulders. This provides erosion 
control and a clean edge next to 
the Western Wheatgrass and orna
mental Switch Grass in the swale.  
These native grasses are used as an 
alternative to turf grass.  

The perimeter of the parking 
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planting beds, which are covered 
with crushed gravel mulch from a 
local quarry.  

"The southern end of the are 
features a small grove otfts-with 
several cut stowsabs. The floor of 
the sPne'ispaved in decomposed 

ra'nite, which is an alternative 
to concrete paving. This area is 
designed as a future classroom 
spot to demonstrate and discuss 
the water conservation techniques 
demonstrated in the landscape. A 
future interpretive sign is planned 
for this outdoor classroom area," 
Hodges said.  

He also designed two park
ing spaces adjacent to an existing 
Pecan tree to serve as a "permeable 
paving" demonstration.  

"The permeable paving system 
is made of 100 percent recycled 
high-density polyethylene installed 
over a crushed stone base and filled 
with decomposed granite gravel to 
provide an attractive surface. The 
gravel parking spaces allow rainfall 
to soak in while providing parking 
for vehicles in the shade of the large 
tree," Hodges said.  

The new landscape has received 
several favorable comments from

neighbors and visitors.  
Most recently, the Lubbock 

Chamber of Commerce recognized 
the district's conservation efforts 
with its Water Smart Business 
Award for Fall 2013. HPWD Man
ager Jason Coleman expressed his 
appreciation to the Lubbock Cham
ber of Commerce for the award.

"We commend the Chamber of 
Commerce's Water Conservation 
Council for recognizing the water 
conservation efforts of Lubbock 
businesses. It is an honor for the 
High Plains Water District to be 
included as one of the 31 businesses 
that have received this award since 
Jan. 2010," Coleman said.
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HPWD OUTDOOR DEMONSTRATION GARDEN 
PLANT LIST

COMMON NAME

Flowering Perennials/Grasses 

'Moonshine'Yarrow 
Artemesia 'Powis Castle' 
Russian Sage 
Blue Grama 
Shenandoah Switch Grass 
Karl Foerster's Feather Reedgrass 
Inland Sea Oats 
Western Wheatgrass 
Sideoats Grama

SCIENTIFIC NAME

Achillea 'Moonshine' 
Artemisia x Powis Castle 
Perovskia atripliefolia 'Blue Spires' 
Bouteloua gracilis 
Panicum virgatum 'Shenandoah' 
Calarnagrostis x acutiflora'Karl Foerster' 
Chasmanthium latifolium 
Pascopyrum smithii 
Bouteloua curtipendula

Shrubs

Red Yucca 
Silverberry 
Coral Berry 
Knockout Rose

Hesperaloe parvifolia 
Elaeagnus fruitlandii 
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus 
Rosa radrazz 'Knock Out'

Trees

Cedar Elm Ulmus crassifolia
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