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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
James L. Bolton, DDS 

Since this will be my last opportunity to write the 
President's Column, I hope that you will grant 
me the privilege of reminiscing a little. In 
thinking back over the past two plus years, I 
can't help but think of the popular phase used in 
a commercial, "You've come a long way, baby." 
Well, SBDE, you've come a long way, also.  

In the fall of 1993, I made a speech before the 
AADE in San Francisco in which I discussed the 
effect Sunset would have on the daily operations 
of the SBDE. In essence: 

* Licensure/Registrations - would cease 9-1-94 
until the Board was reestablished.  

* Examinations - would cease until the Board 
was reestablished. No new licenses 
would be granted.  

* Certifications -would cease until the Board 
was reestablished. No anesthesia or 
nitrous oxide permits would be issued.  

* Enforcement - there would be a significant 
backlog of complaints and on-going 
investigations until the Board was 
reestablished. Compliance measures 
would be difficult to enforce and 
monitor.  

* Peer Assistance Program -revenue received 
from disciplinary fines would cease 
until the Board was reestablished, 
possibly denying licensees continued 
assistance under this program.  

* Financial Impact - significant revenues lost 
to the State would include fees derived 
from the licensure and examination 
process; collection of disciplinary fines; 
the issuance of permits and other 
administrative fees routinely collected.  

* Staff - agency would downsize with the loss of 
key employees.

The effect of the sunset action on the SBDE 
would be that its authority to license, 'sanction, 
and enforce the Dental Practice Act would erode 
quickly.  

Unfortunately, during the interim period of 
August 31, 1994, to February 6, 1995,I 
witnessed these events as they unfolded.  

In a report submitted to Governor Richards on 
August 20, 1993, titled, The Impact of the 
Expiration of the Texas State Board of Dental 
Examiners on Dental and Allied Dental 
Education in Texas by the Dental Ad Hoc 
Committee, it was stated that "It would take an 
estimated 12 to 18 months to make a new board 
fully operational.  

I am pleased to announce that this new Board is 
well ahead of that statement!! Since its 
appointment by Governor Bush in February,.  
1995, this Board has acted quickly to restructure 
and reorganize the agency. The Board took 
immediate action and hired an Executive 
Director, General Counsel, Director of 
Enforcement, four field investigators, other 
administrative staff, and reclassified key SBDE 
personnel. The Board also tasked the agency 
with implementing and enforcing the new Dental 
Practice Act immediately: 

* Licensing - since March 1995, 328 dentists 
and 290 dental hygienists have been licensed by 
exam: 200 dentists and 57 dental hygienists have 
been licensed by credentials; 64 new dental 
laboratories have been registered.  

* Examinations - since March 1995, the Board 
contracted with the Western Regional Examining 
Board (WREB) to administer dental and dental 
hygiene examinations to all applicants seeking 
licensure in Texas. Further, the SBDE has begun 
administering nitrous oxide and jurisprudence 
examinations.



* Certifications - since March 1995, the Board 
has approved 26 anesthesia permits, 163 nitrous 
permits, and certified 1,371 dental assistants to 
take radiographs.  

* Enforcement and Legal - Beginning 9-1-94 

and through 2-28-95, 219 complaints were 
received, 220 investigations were on-going, 36 
cases were pending review, 77 cases pending 
settlement conference, 54 cases pending SOAH, 
4 cases on appeal, and 3 lawsuits. Beginning 

March 1995, 274 investigations were completed, 
287 cases reviewed, 60 settlement conferences 
held, and 2 SOAH hearings held.  

* Peer Assistance Program - the SBDE has 

begun collecting disciplinary fines and fees 
enabling the Texas Peer Assistance Program to 
continue its work in the dental community.  

At its January Board meeting, the Board adopted 
rules that license dentists and dental hygienists 
by credentials, rules that outline continuing 
education requirements, and rules that set forth 
the licensing/examination fees.  

The Enforcement Committee has developed rules 
that address the investigation and complaint 
procedures as well as criteria for administrative 
penalties and will present these to the Board for 
adoption at the March meeting.  

The Examination Committee is reviewing the 
jurisprudence, nitrous oxide and radiology 
examinations and will recommend changes to the 
Board for its review.  

The Examination Committee, Credentials 
Review Committee and Dental Hygiene Advisory 
Committee are working together in a joint effort 
to develop.criteria that address the educational 
equivalency requirements for licensing of 
foreign-trained dental hygienists.  

The Board appointed three Board members to 
work with the Dental Laboratory Certification 
Council to develop rules addressing dental 
laboratory issues.  

The Administration Committee has overseen and 
has presented to the SBDE for approval
numerous tasks/documents, e.g., hiring of new 
key staff, new organizational chart, re
authorization of Newsletter, new registration and 
complaint forms for dental labs, affirmative
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action plan, bi-monthly budget reviews, report to 
Senate regarding State Office of Administrative 
Hearings, annual financial report,, agency budget 
and performance reports to Legislative Budget 
Board.  

I would like to take this opportunity to personally 
commend Gloria Zacek, RDH, Chair of the  
Dental Hygiene Advisory Committee, and Lester 
Eisenbeck, CDT, Chair of the Dental Laboratory 
Certification Council, for their leadership roles 
and active participation working with the Board 
to accomplish several of the mandates set forth in 
Senate Bill 18.  

And, finally, I want to personally thank the 
SBDE staff for their professional commitment 
and personal dedication working with a new 
Board to get this agency back on target! I 
appreciate your efforts.  

Yes, the SBDE "Has Come a Long Way, 
Baby"! 

DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS 

Between September 1, 1995 and January 12, 
1996, the Board at its regularly scheduled 
meetings rendered disciplinary actions on the 
following: 

Respondent: Byron W. Baker, DDS 
Findings: self-prescribing Schedule IV 
Controlled Substances; patient treatment below 
minimum standard of care; failure to meet 
minimum standard of care for record keeping.  
Discipline: 5 year suspension all probated; 200 
hours of CE; take and pass Board's jurisprudence 
exam.  

Respondent: Glenn E. Baker, Sr, DDS 
Findings: records were below minimum 
standard of care; failure to diagnose patient's .  
periodontal condition.  
Discipline: Reprimand; 80 hours of CE.  

Respondent: Jack H. Castle, DDS 
Findings: patients were refused treatment or led 
to believe that treatment would be refused 
without reasonable notice; diagnosis below 
standard of care.  
Discipline: Reprimand; 20 hours of CE.
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Respondent: Janet Fendley, RDH 
Findings: obtained Schedule III Controlled 
Substance for self-use.' 
Discipline: 5 year suspension all probated; enter 
into the Texas Peer Assistance Program.  

Respondent: Stanley Alan Fry, Jr., DDS 
Findings: failure to maintain adequate records 
of diagnosis; patient treatment below minimum 
standard of care.  
Discipline: 5 year suspension all probated; 100 
hours of CE; take and pass Board's jurisprudence.  
exam.  

Respondent: Melvin Alan Ray Hammond, DDS 
Findings: prescribing dangerous drugs and 
Controlled Substances to himself and patients 
during suspension of dentallicense; forgery of 
annual registration certificate to dental provider 
in order to receive payments for dental services; 
failure to abide by Texas Peer Assistance 
Program.  
Discipline: Assessed $10,000 fine; future 
violations or noncompliance of Board Order will 
automatically be directed to hearing for possible 
revocation of license.  

Respondent: Gregory L. Leland, DDS 
Findings: failure to adhere to the standard of 
care for diagnosis to take cephalometric 
radiographs or tracings; billing insurance 
company for treatment performed on patients not 
seen on dates submitted.  
Discipline: 3 year suspension all probated; 
monetary fine of $4000; will not practice 
orthodontics.  

Respondent: Rodger McCuistion, DDS 
Findings: failure to obtain and maintain post
operative endodontic radiographs; enddontic 
treatment below minimum standard of care.  
Discipline: Reprimand.  

Respondent: Charles G. Rule, DDS 
Findings: practiced dentistry during time dental 
license was technically suspended; failure to 
provide SBDE with timely change of address of 
his dental practice.  
Discipline: 1 year suspension all probated; 
monetary fine of $500.00; 40 hours of CE; take 
and pass Board's jurisprudence exam.

Respondent: John Phillip Schiro, DDS 
Findings: failure to meet minimum standard of 
care; failure to make and maintain adequate 
records as to diagnosis and treatment rendered.  
Discipline: Reprimand; 40 hours of CE.  

Respondent: Thomas E. Tippit, DDS 
Findings: failure to maintain a centralized 
inventory ledger of Controlled Substances.  
Discipline: Reprimand.  

Respondent: Gary W. Ward, DDS 
Findings: Respondent requested reinstatement 
of license and agreed to comply with terms of 
previous issued Board Order 
Discipline: 10 year probation; terms and 
conditions of previous orders remain in effect; 
should DDS decide to use his Texas dental 
license to practice dentistry in Texas, he is 
directed to notify the SBDE; enter into the.  
Texas Peer Assistance Program: 

Respondent: John L. Wilbur, III, DDS 
Findings: prescribing Schedule III Controlled, 
Substances for self-use; failure to maintain a 
centralized inventory ledger of Controlled 
Substances.  
Discipline: 2 year suspension all probated; 
monetary fine of $2500; take and pass Board's 
jurisprudence exam; 15hours of CE 

ANESTHESIA CONSULTANTS 
REVIEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

APPOINTED 

At its April Board meeting, the following persons 
were appointed to serve on the Anesthesia 
Consultants Review Committee: 

Dr. James Hebert, Chair 
Dr. Colin Bell 
Dr. W. Corbett Holmgreen 
Dr. Leonard S. Tibbetts 
Dr. Curtis L. Mathis 

The Anesthesia Consultants Review Committee 
serves as an advisory committee to the SBDE to 
review and offer recommendations on non
standard anesthesia permit applications and to 
assist the Enforcement Division of the SBDE in 
review of mortality/morbidity.
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The Board appointed Dr. Miro Pavelka to serve 
as the Board liaison to this committee and to 
review all applications for sedation/anesthesia 
permits and make recommendations to the 
Board.  

BOARD ADOPTS NEW RULES 

At the January 12, 1996, Board meeting, the 
Board adopted the following rules. These rules 
were published in the Texas Register and a 
public hearing was held to receive comments on 
the rules.  

Rule 101.7 - Licensure by Credentials, 
Dentists (amendment to current rule - new language 
is underlined) 

The State Board of Dental Examiners will license 
applicants by credentials upon payment of a fee, 
in an amount set by the Board, who meet all 
SBDE and State of Texas minimum applicant 
requirements, general licensure qualifications 
and all of the following criteria: 
(1) Has graduated from a dental school 
accredited by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation of the American Dental 
Association.  
() Is currently licensed in good standing in 
another state, the District of Columbia, or 
territory of the United States that has licensing 
requirements that are substantially equivalent to 
the requirements of the Texas Dental Practice 
Act.  
(3) Has practiced dentistry: 
(A) For a minimum of five years immediately 
prior to applying.  
(B) As a dental educator for a minimum of five 
years; or 
(C) for two years of obligated service in the state 
under the National Health Service Corps or other 
federal scholarship or loan repayment program.  
(4) Is endorsed by the state board of dentistry of 
the jurisdiction of current practice. Such 
endorsement is established by providing a copy 
under seal of the jurisdiction entity of the current 
dentist's license and by a certified statement that 
he/she has current good standing in said 
jurisdiction.  
(5) Has not been the subject of final or pending 
disciplinary action in any jurisdiction in which 
he/she is or has been licensed.  
(6) Has successfully completed the SBDE's 
jurisprudence examination.

(7) Has passed a national written examination 
relating to dentistry as certified by the Joint 
Commission on National Dental Examinations or 
other examination approved by the SBDE.  
(8) Has successfully passed background checks 
for criminal or fraudulent activities to include 
information from the National Practitioner Data 
Bank, and/or the AADE Clearinghouse for 
Disciplinary Actions.  
(9) Each candidate for licensure by credentials 
must submit to the credentials review committee 
of the Board the above require documents and 
information, and other documents or information 
that may be requested, to enable the committee to 
appropriately evaluate an application and make a 
recommendation to the Board for action on the 
application.  
(10) Each applicant must show proof of current 
CPR certification as required by the Texas 
Dental Practice Act, Article 4545a Sec.1(a)(6).  

Rule 102.1 Licensing and Examination Fees 
(amendment to current rule - new language is 
underlined) 

(a) Any person desiring to obtain a license to 
practice dentistry, dental hygiee and operate a 
dental laboratory in the State of Texas shall pay 
the following fees: 
(1) dental examination fee: $150.00 * 
(2) dental hygiene examination fee: $70.00 
(3) dental laboratory application fee: $100.00 
(4) dental licensure by credentials application 
fee: $2000.00 
(5) dental hygiene licensure by credentials 
application fee: $475.00 
(b) Any person licensed to practice dentistry, 
dental hygiene and operate a dental laboratory in 
the State of Texas shall pay the following annual 
renewal fees: 
(1) dentist: $60.00 * 
(2) dental hygienists: $36.00 
(3) dental laboratory: $100.00 
(c) The peer assistance fee for dentists shall be 
$5.00 
(d) The peer assistance fee for dental hygienists 
shall be $2.00.  
(e) A duplicate license fee shall be $15.00 
(f) A duplicate renewal certificate fee shall be 
$15.00 
(g) The administrative fee to reactivate a retired 
license shall be $250.00.
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**PLEASE NOTE: As stated in Rule 102.1, the 
dental renewal fee is $60.00 and the dental 
examination fee is $150.00. The 72nd Legislature 
passed a bill that levies a $200. tax on certain 
professional licensees including dentists which brings 
the renewal fee from $60 to $260.00 This tax is 
collected by each licensing authority at the time the 
license is annually renewed. The $200. tax is also 
required to be collected with dental examination 
applications which brings the application fee from 
$150 to $350.  

Rule 103.2 Licensure by Credentials - Dental 
Hygienist (new rule) 

The State Board of Dental Examiners will license 
dental hygiene applicants by credentials upon 
payment of a fee, in an amount set by the Board, 
who meet all SBDE and State of Texas 
minimum applicant requirements, general 
licensure qualifications, and all of the following 
criteria: 
(1) Has graduated from a dental hygiene school 
accredited by the Commission on Dental 
Accreditation of the American Dental 
Association.  
(2) Is currently licensed in good standing in 
another state, the District of Columbia, or 
territory of the United States that has licensing 
requirements that are substantially equivalent to 
the requirements of the Texas Dental Practice 
Act.  
(3) Has practiced dental hygiene: 
(A) For a minimum of five years immediately 
prior to applying, 
(i) The term immediately means: 
(I) For applications received by the SBDE 
between February 6, 1995, and October 31, 
1995, all or part of the period of the time 
between.June 1, 1994, and October 31, 1995.  
(II) For applications received by the SBDE after 
October 31, 1995, a period of time up to 120 
days in length.  
(ii) An applicant has practiced dental hygiene 
for five years if he or she has been actively 
engaged in practice for at least 26 weeks in each 
of the past five years.  
(B) As a dental educator for a minimum of five 
years; or 
(C) for two years of obligated service in the state 
under the National Health Service Corps or other 
federal scholarship or loan repayment program.  
(4) Is endorsed by the state board of dentistry of 
the jurisdiction of current practice. Such 
endorsement is established by providing a copy

under seal of the jurisdictional entity of the 
current dental hygienist's license and by a 
certified statement that he/she has current good 
standing in said jurisdiction.  
(5) Has not been the subject of final or pending 
action in any jurisdiction in which he/she is or 
has been licensed.  
(6) Has successfully completed the SBDE's 
jurisprudence examination.  
(7) Has passed a national written examination 
relating to dental hygiene as certified by the 
Joint Commission on National Dental 
Examinations or other examination approved by 
the SBDE.  
(8) Is reputable, as demonstrated by at least two 
letters of character reference which have been 
notarized.  
(9) Each candidate for licensure by credentials 
must submit to the credentials.review committee 
of the Board the above required documents and 
information, and other documents. or information 
that may be requested, to enable the committee to 
appropriately evaluate an application and make a 
recommendation to the Board for action on the.  
application.  
(10) Each applicant must show proof of current 
CPR certification as required by the Texas, 
Dental Practice Act, Article 4545a, Sec 1(a)(6) 

Rule 109.2 Content (amendment to current rule 
new language is underlined) 

(a) A dentist.legally engaged in the practice of 
dentistry may use signs which shall be on the 
premises and in the immediate area of the dental 
office to designate his professional office where 
he is actually engaged in the practice of his 
profession.  
(1) the sign shall contain the name of the 
practitioner licensed by the Texas State Board of 
Dental Examiners, or if a trade name is used, the 
names of the licensed dentist(s) practicing 
thereunder; 
(2) the sign shall contain the earned dental 
degree(s) or certificate(s) conferred on such 
practitioner, or the word or words "dentist," 
"dentistry," or "general dentistry;" however, 
(3) if he limits his practice, in accordance with 
Rule 109.107, of this title (relating to Specialty 
Advertising or Listings - Limitation of Practice), 
he may add after the earned dental degree(s) or 
the word "dentist".or "dentistry" one of the 
following specialties: 
(A) Endodontics
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(B) Oral Surgery or Oral and-Maxillofacial 
Surgery 
(C) Oral Pathology 
(D) Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics 
(E) Pediatric Dentistry 
(F) Peridontics 
(G) Prosthodontics 
(b) A dentist shall practice only under his own 
name or a trade name as set forth in the T.C.S., 
Article 4548(e) or as otherwise required by law.  
The names of all dentists practicing as associates, 
partners, or as employees in the same office shall 
be affixed to and on or immediately adjacent to 
the entrance door to such dental office (See 
Chapter III of this title relating to Professional 
Corporations). The terms "earned dental 
degree(s) or certificate(s)" as used herein and in 
these sections means that such was earned by the 
licensee and was conferred on him by an 
accredited teaching institution recognized and 
approved by the accrediting authority of the 
American Dental Association and by the Texas 
State Board of Dental Examiners. Provided, 
however, a Texas dental licensee who has two or 
more earned dental degrees or certificates in 
different specialties may apply to the Board and 
be granted. permission to announce and, practice 
in such specialties upon satisfactory proof thereof 
being furnished to the Board.  

Rule 109.107 Specialty Advertising or 
Listings - Limitation of Practice 
(amendment to current rule - new language is 
underlined) 

(a) Dentists may advertise as being a specialist in 
or practice limited to a particular field of 
dentistry; i.e. orthodontics and dentofacial 
orthopedics, pediatric dentistry, periodontics, 
prosthodontics, endodontics, oral and 
maxillofacial surgery, oral pathology, or dental 
public health, provided he or she is a specialist as 
defined by the American Dental Association.  
(b) The definition of a specialist as specified by 
this rule pertains to this and only this rule for the 
purpose of defining advertising and must not be 
randomly applied to any other law or rule of the 
Texas Dental Practice Act.  
(c) This rule does not preclude or limit any 
dentist from offering and performing any 
treatment to any patient as prescribed by the 
Texas Dental Practice Act. This rule does not 
preclude any dentist from advertising to the 
public the availability of any dental service to the

public that a dentist may offer and perform as 
prescribed by the Dental Practice Act.  
(d) All dentists who have claimed to be dental 
specialists, or hold themselves to be engaged in a 
dental practice limited to, without regard to the 
American Dental Association criteria of 
specialization and can document such claim to 
have acted as such prior to January 1, 1965 may 
continue to act as such under the protection of 
this rule.  
(e) General dentists who wish to announce the 
services available in their practices are permitted 
to announce the availability of those services so 
long as they avoid any communications that 
express or imply specialization. General dentists 
shall also state that the services are being 
provided by general dentists. No dentist shall 
announce available services in any way that 
would be false or misleading in any material 
respect.  

Rule 119.5 Orthodontics and Dentofacial 
Orthopedics (amendment to current rule - new 
language is underlined) 

Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics is that 
area ofdentistry oncened with.theesupervisipn,4 
guidance, and correction of the growing or 
mature dentofacial structures, including those 
conditions that require movement of teeth or 
correction of malrelationships and malformations 
of their related structures and the adjustment of 
relationships between and among teeth and facial 
bones by the application of forces and/or the 
stimulation and redirection of functional forces 
within the crainofacial complex. Major 
responsibilities of orthodontics and dentofacial 
orthopedic practice include the diagnosis, 
prevention, interception and treatment of all 
forms of malocclusion of the teeth and associated 
alterations in their surrounding structures; the 
design, application and control of functional and 
corrective appliances; and the guidance of the 
dentition and its supporting structures to attain 
and maintain optimum occlusal relations in 
physiologic and esthetic harmony among facial 
and cranial structures.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION 

NEW RULES 

All Texas licensed dentists and dental hygienists 
are now be required to complete thirty-six (36) 
hours of continuing education every three years 
in accordance with the Dental Practice Act, 
Article 4544, Section 5, and SBDE Rule 104.1 
104.5.  

The following information is designed to assist 
all licensees with fully understanding the rules 
recently adopted by the SBDE as well as specific 
requirements for compliance. Please take the 
time to familiarize yourself with this information.  
Pertinent points are in bold print. It is 
essential that each licensee clearly understand all 
obligations to meet these requirements and the 
SBDE's methods to ensure compliance.  

DO NOT SEND PROOF OF ANY COURSES 
TAKEN TO THE SBDE UNTIL YOU ARE 
NOTIFIED TO DO SO.  

If you are'unsureiabout what the DPA or-tlie 
SBDE's rules require for continuing education, 
contact the SBDE; however, if you are unsure 
that a course you have taken or will take or that 
the documentation you have or will have will be 
acceptable for SBDE audit, contact the 
provider.  

Rule 104.1 Requirement 
As a prerequisite to the annual renewal of a 
dentist's license or a dental hygienist's 
license, 36 hours of acceptable continuing 
education are required to be completed by 
the applicant within a three-year period as 
defined below: 
(1) Hours from a previous period shall not 
count nor shall extra credits be accumulated 
for use in subsequent period; i.e., 
"banking" of hours is not permitted.  
(2) The three-year period will be 
determined as follows: 
(A) For a dentist or dental hygienist 
licensed on or before December 31, 1995, 
the period begins on the 1996 renewal date 
and the first three-year period' ends on the 
licensee's renewal date in 1999.

(B) For a dentist or dental hygienist 
licensed after December 31, 1995, the 
period begins on the date the license 
issues and the first three-year period ends 
on the date of the dentist's or dental 
hygienist's third renewal date.  
(C) Thereafter, each licensee will begin a 
new three-year period each third renewal 
date.  
(3) Each licensee shall select and participate 
in the continuing education courses 
endorsed by the providers identified in Rule 
104.2.  
(4) Hours taken on or after February 6, 
1995, may count toward the accumulation 
of hours for the first three-year period if 
they meet the criteria for acceptable 
continuing education hours identified in 
Rule 104.2.  
(5) All 36 hours must be-either technical 
or scientific as related to clinical care.  
(6) Hours-in the standards of the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) or in 
cardiopiilmonary resuscitation (CPR) are 
existing requirements and are not'to be 
considered in the 36-hour requirement.  
(7) No more than 12 hours in any 36-hour 
accumulation may be in self-study. These 
self-study hours must be provided by those 
entities cited in Rule 104.2. Examples of 
self-study courses include, but are not 
limited to, correspondence courses, video 
courses, audio courses, reading courses.  
(8) Any individual or entity may petition 
one of the providers cited in Rule 104.2 to 
offer continuing education.  
(9) Individual courses and/or instructors 
will be approved by providers cited in 
Rule 104.2.  

Rule 104.2 Providers 
Continuing Education courses endorsed by 
the following providers will meet the 
criteria for acceptable continuing 
education hours if such hours are either 
technical or scientific as related to clinical
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care and in content as certified by the 
following providers: 
(1) American Dental Association 
Continuing. Education Recognition Program 
(CERP); 
(2) American Dental Association, its 
component, and its constituent 
organizations; 
(3) Academy of General Dentistry and its 
constituents and approved sponsors; 
(4) Dental/dental hygiene schools and 
programs accredited by the Commission on 
Dental Accreditation of the American 
Dental Association; 
(5) American Dental Association approved 
specialty organizations; 
(6) American Dental Hygienist's 
Association, its component, and its 
constituent organizations; 
(7) American Medical Association 
approved specialty organizations; 
(8) American Medical Association 
approved hospital courses; 
(9) National Dental Association, its 
constituent, and its component societies; 
(10) National Dental Hygienists' 
Association, its constituent, and its 
component societies; 
(11) Medical schools and programs 
accredited by the Standards of the Medical 
Specialties, the American Medical 
Association, the Advisory Board for 
Osteopathic Specialists and Board of 
Certification or the American Osteopathic 
Association; 
(12) Other providers as approved by the 
Board.  

Rule 104.3 Retired Status 
(a) Any dentist or dental hygienist 
requesting a change from retired.status to 
active status must submit to the State Board 
of Dental Examiners, in addition to other 
requirements in the rules of the State Board 
of Dental Examiners, proof of 36 hours of 
acceptable scientific and/or technical as

related to clinical care continuing education 
with the request for licensure reinstatement.  
(b) Said 36 hours of continuing education 
shall have been taken within 36 months of 
the date of the request to change retirement 
status.  

Rule 104.4 Penalties 
(a) Each licensee shall attest on the annual 
renewal application that he/she is in 
compliance with the statutory requirements 
for continuing education.  
(B) Falsification of a continuing education 
attestation is a violation of the Dental 
Practice Act and such false certification or 
the failure to attend and complete the 
required number of continuing, education 
hours shall subject the dentist or dental 
hygienist to disciplinary action up to and 

including revocation of license, or 
imposition of administrative penalties as 
provided by these rules.  

Rule 104.5 Auditable Documentation 
(a) Each licensee shall maintain in 
his/her possession auditable 
documentation of continuing education 
hours completed for a minimum of two time 
periods or six years.  
(b) Documentation shall confirm 
completion as evidenced by original 
certificates of attendance, contact hours 
certificates, academic transcripts, 
gradeslips, or other documents furnished by 
the course provider.  
(c) Documentation shall include records of 
courses taken, the dates and locations and 
number of hours for such courses, or course 
notes or materials.  
(d) Copies of documentation shall be 
submitted to the State Board of Dental 
Examiners upon audit.  
(e) State Board of Dental Examiners will 
begin auditing all licensees by statistically
valid random samples after the end of the 
first three-year period.
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FREQUENTLYASKED QUESTIONS 

Q. Who are the Dental Board's 
decisionmakers in complaints/investigations 
and board orders? 

A. The Dental Board has an enforcement 
committee comprised of three practicing dentists 
and one attorney. Depending upon the 
circumstances of a particular case, one of these 
individuals reviews the case and gives direction 
to the Board's enforcement staff. Any decisions 
regarding the dental procedures (e.g. standard of 
care, violations of the Dental Practice Act, rules 
of the Board) are made by one of the dental 
professionals on the enforcement committee or 
the attorney, as appropriate. The enforcement 
staff serves only as fact-finders/ information 
gathers for the enforcement committee members.  

Q. What identification must appear on a 
removable prosthetic device or removable 
orthodontic appliance? 

A. The dentist must insure that a removable 
prosthetic device or removable orthodontic 
appliance contains a permanent identification of 
the patient (e.g., social security number, name).  
The identification shall be placed in the denture 
base of the removable prosthetic device or 
acrylic portion of the removable orthodontic 
appliance without compromising the esthetics of 
the restoration. Exemption: any removable 
prosthetic device or removable orthodontic 
appliance that is too small to reasonably 
accomplish this procedure or which contains no 
acrylic,'vinyl, or plastic denture base. Either the 
dentist or the dental laboratory by prescription 
shall install this identification. The dental 
laboratory may charge a fee for this service.  
[Dental Practice Act, Article 4551g "Prescription 
Required"; SBDE Rule 116.11 "Prosthetic 
Identification."].  

Q. Is a dental assistant allowed to polish 
teeth? 

A. NO, a dental assistant is not allowed to polish 
teeth. This duty is specifically reserved for 
licensed dental hygienists.  
[DPA, Article 455 le-1(b)(2)(A) and (B)].

Q. How long does the Board require a dentist 
to keep a patient's records? 

A. Pursuant to Board Rule 109.144, a dentist 
must keep a patient's records for a period of not 
less than five years.  

Q. Is a dentist required to provide patient 
records or copies to a requesting patient.  

A. The Dental Practice Act, Article 4549-2 and 
SBDE Rule 109.144 provide that dental records 
belong to the dentist and originals must be 
retained by the dentist. There is no requirement 
that copies be provided to patients although Rule 
109.144 states that they may be made available 
to patients.  

Q. May a dentist dispense for a fee medicines 
requiring a prescription to patients? 

A. NO. Only a licensed pharmacy may do so.  
A dentist may administer such medicines in the 
office as part of treatment, but to sell, whether or 
not at cost, any product requiring a prescription 
is illegal. [Tex. Rev. Civ. Stat.Article 4542a-1 
Sec. 19, PharmacyAct].- .  

Q. May a dentist send/prescribe a lab work 
prescription for the fabrication of a dental 
prosthetic appliance to an unregistered dental 
laboratory? 

A. NO. A dentist may not knowingly prescribe, 
order, or receive a dental prosthetic appliance 
that is to be prepared or has been prepared by an 
unregistered dental laboratory. A person who 
violates the provision of the law, commits an 
offense which is a Class C misdemeanor.  
[DPA, Article 4551f, Sec. 7 (e) and (f)].  

Q. Can a dentist practice dentistry while 
his/her license is in a delinquent status (i.e., 
non-payment of annual license renewal fees).  

A. NO. "If any person required to register as a 
practitioner under the provisions hereof shall fail 
or refuse to apply for such registration and pay 
such fee on or before the specified date of each 
calendar year, as hereinabove set forth, his 
license or certificate to practice issued to him, 
shall thereafter stand suspended so that thereafter 
in practicing he shall be subject to the penalties 
imposed by law upon any person unlawfully 
practicing". [DPA, Art 4550a, Sec. 2(a)]
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**FOR YOUR INFORMATION**

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: You are 
responsible for notifying the Board office in 
writing within 60 days of the change of your 
address [Dental Practice Act, Article 4550 Sec 
1]. License renewal notices are mailed to the 
address of record and you may experience a late 
license renewal requiring that a late penalty be 
paid if your address in not current.  

RENEWAL APPLICATIONS: Following 
are the most frequent mistakes made by dentists, 
dental hygienists, and dental laboratories on their 
application for renewal: (1) the entire renewal 
application is not filled out; (2) the renewal 
application is not signed; (3) a check or money 
order in the appropriate amount is not included 
with the renewal application; (4) the renewal 
application arrives late at the SBDE resulting in 
the addition of a late fee.  

Late Fees: 
first 90 days after 90 days 
RDH - $35. RDH'- $70.  
DDS - $75. DDS - $150 
Labs - $50. Labs - $50.  

NOTE: If a licensee does not receive his/her 
renewal application from the SBDE, he/she still 
must comply with the procedures and timelines 
for renewal. COMPLIANCE IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LICENSEE.

ANESTHESIA PERMITS: The Dental 
Practice Act requires any dentist administering 
nitrous oxide/oxygen inhalation conscious 
sedation, parenteral conscious sedation, or 
general anesthesia to have a permit to do so.  
Permit applications may be obtained from the 
SBDE office. They are submitted to the SBDE, 
Director of Licensing and Examinations and are 
reviewed and'approved by the Board.  

COPIES of the Dental Practice Act and the 
SBDE Rules and Regulations may be obtained 
from the SBDE office by written request along 
with a fee of $10.00 (each).

March 8, 9 
April 12 
April 26, 27 
April 30 

May 16 

May 24, 25 
May 30 

June 6 

June 28, 29 
July 12, 13 
Aug. 15 

Aug. 23, 24 
Sept. 27, 28 
Oct. 24 

Oct. 25, 26 
Dec. 6, 7'

Board Meeting, Austin 
Jurisprudence Exam, San Antonio 
Settlement Conference, Austin 
Nitrous Oxide Exam, El Paso 
Jurisprudence Exam, El Paso 
Nitrous Oxide Exam, San Antonio 
Jurisprudence Exam, San Antonio 
Board Meeting, Austin 
Nitrous Oxide Exam, Houston 
Jurisprudence Exam, Houston 
Nitrous Oxide Exam, Dallas 
Jurisprudence Exam, Dallas 
Settlement Conference, Austin 
Board Meeting, Austin 
Nitrous Oxide Exam, Houston 
Jurisprudence Exam, Houston 
Settlement Conference, Austin 
Board Meeting, Austin 
Nitrous Oxide Exam, Dallas 
Jurisprudence Exam, Dallas 
Settlement Conference, Austin 
Board Meeting, Austin

Should you require additional information, have 
questions,,or need assistance, please contact our 
office at the following address: 

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 
333 GUADALUPE, TOWER III, SUITE 800 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701 

MAIN NUMBER - 512-463-6400 
FAX - 512-463-7452
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IN MEMORIUM 

Nancy Tibbets, RDH, November, 1995 
Ms. Tibbets served on the Board October, 1991 

until August, 1994.  

Sam Rabon, DDS, February, 1996 
Dr. Rabon served on the Board for 30 years 

beginning in May, 1957.

1996 CALENDAR OF EVENTS



ARE YOU TAKING ADVANTAGE OF WHAT YOU ARE PAYING FOR? 

As part of the cost of your license renewal fee, a legislative approved surcharge is collected to 
provide a service to Texas Dentistry.  

This service is provided by the Texas Dental Peer Assistance Program...a non-profit Texas 
corporation.  

The Texas Legislature has provided for this service by law; this was not created by the State 
Board of Dental Examiners or any other organization. The legislature was shown the need for 
licensed professionals to reach out for help and support in dealing with real life problems.  

If these problems of chemical dependency, depression, and others are not addressed, they are 
progressive and will get worse without help.  

We are here to help before it affects your professional life if you will reach out.  

Sometimes those afflicted are too sick and suffer from impaired judgment coupled with denial.  

At this point, we all have an obligation to help those who cannot help themselves.  

We can save lives and careers.  

Bob Robinson, LCDE, CAS, NCAC II 
Director, Texas Dental Peer Assistance Program 
(800)-945-6203 or 451-9040 (Austin area only) 

Serving Texas dentists, dental hygienists, their family members, dental and dental 
hygiene students, and office staff 

Services include: Intervention, Evaluation, Referral, Treatment, Individual and Family 
Counseling, and Follow-up for.........  

Chemical Dependency 
Mental and Emotional Disorders 
Sexual Problems/Behaviors 
Gambling 
Eating Disorders



SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Name 

Mailing Address

City State Zip

The Newsletter is published quarterly. The cost for an annual subscription is $10.00.  
The subscription is renewed each year.  

If you wish to subscribe to the Newsletter, please use this form and enclose payment 
with subscription. Please make your check payable to the State Board of Dental 
Examiners.  
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Date Received:. .Payment Received
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