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FROM THIS SIDE

Have an opinion on Scope 
of Practice? Start writing 
T here has been a lot of discussion in Texas and other states about the 

National EMS Scope of Practice Model. The current draft of National 
EMS Scope of Practice Model addresses the following issues: 
- levels of EMS personnel; 
- names of each level of EMS personnel; and 
- a scope establishing the floor and ceiling of skills sets for each level of 

personnel.  
Gregg Margolis, the expert writer of the first draft of the National EMS 

Scope of Practice Model, recently presented information about the project to 
the GETAC Education Committee. Additional discussion occurred during the 
GETAC and other committee meetings as well.  

As state EMS director, I have an important request for you. Please read the 
34-page National EMS Scope of Practice Model, take thorough notes about 
what you like and dislike in the document and send in your comments.  

It is important to note that this document is in the first draft and further re
visions will be released. This is a great opportunity to be involved early in the 
process and to make sure that the final product will be something that works 
well for EMS in Texas. Mr. Margolis mentioned more than once in his presenta
tion that several items included in the draft were vigorously debated and were 
included only after very close (51 to 49 percent) votes by the committee. A large 
response from Texas may make a big difference in the final document. Mr.  
Margolis indicated that 400 letters have been received from North Dakota 
alone.  

You can download the document from www.emsscopeofpractice.org.  
Comments should be sent to: 

Amy Starchville/NASEMSD 
201 Park Washington Court 
Falls Church, VA 22046-4527 
Comments on this draft will be received through January 30, 2005.  
The other significant news is that we continue to get updates from NREMT 

on Computer-Adapted Testing (CAT), which could begin as early as 2007.  
NREMT is working with a vendor to secure as many testing sites as possible, 
and we will continue to advocate for Texas EMS in these meetings. As soon as 
we have any confirmed information on CAT or on the testing sites, we will post 
to the website. A representative of NREMT will attend a combined GETAC 
committee meeting on February 9, 2005, to discuss the status of the CAT project 
and other issues.  

Speaking of GETAC, please make plans to attend the next meetings on Feb
ruary 9-11 in Austin. This is a great opportunity to make your voice heard.

Terry Bavousett 
Office of EMS/Trauma 
Systems Coordination
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To Texas EMS Magazine: On 

September 26, 2004, I had to say 
goodbye to my best friend, Steve 
Gifford, who was killed in a tragic 
personal watercraft accident. Steve 
started his career in 1985 when he 
was convinced to begin his EMT Ba
sic education after taking a CPR 
class with his wife Martha. He be
came a paramedic in 1990 and went 
to work for a fire-based service in 
Mineral Wells and then to a hospi
tal-based service in Weatherford.  
Steve was one of the first (if not the 
very first) paramedics to work in an 
emergency department. Steve began 
teaching EMS at Tarleton State Uni
versity in Stephenville and then 
moved on to become the EMS de
partment chair at Weatherford Col
lege, where he was working at the 
time of his death. In 2003, he was 
awarded EMS Educator of the Year 
during the Texas EMS Conference.  
He was a tremendous person. But 
enough about credentials, now let's 
talk about the man.  

Steve had an uncommon sense 
of justice. He consistently took the 
"road less traveled" if it was the 
right thing to do. That sense of jus
tice earned him the respect of his 
colleagues and friends. Steve also 
had a wonderful ability to explain 
things. He didn't "lecture" as much 
as he just talked to the students try
ing to explain complex mechanisms 
with a down-to-earth, common 
sense approach that was easy for the 
students to follow. He required the 
very best from his students and 
didn't allow students to simply 
"skate" in class. If they didn't put 
forth the effort, he let them know 
about it but in a way that they knew 
he had their success in mind. Excel
lence was what he demanded from 
himself and those around him.

t e r
That's probably a big part of the 
reason that his days started at 
around 8:00 am and ended at 10:00 
pm most of the time. He did not 
get paid extra for that time. He was 
just that dedicated to excellence.  
He also had a very supportive fam
ily that allowed him that time. His 
daughter, Alicia, would often come 
to the college to help her dad, doing 
everything from secretarial functions 
to setting up labs.  

I had the honor to work side
by-side with Steve for four years.  
However, I knew him when he was 
in elementary school. My mother 
used to drive the bus that took him 
to school. So, it was quite interest
ing when I interviewed for the job 
and he remembered me as this 
little 5-year-old girl with pigtails, 
sitting in the front of the bus work
ing the door mechanism. Even 
then, Steve was a kind, gentle, car
ing and loving person. In the 
mornings he would come by and 
always say hello to me. I remember 
thinking it was so cool because one 
of the "big kids" said hello to me. It 
didn't matter that I was a 
preschooler. You see-that's just 
the kind of person he was. He 
never lost that caring quality. He 
was like a magnet that just drew 
people to him regardless of their 
ages. I think this quality is probably 
one of the reasons he had a happy 
marriage for 26 years.  

Steve had a strong belief in the 
success of his students. That is to 
say, he believed in you even when 
you didn't believe in yourself. He 
didn't allow a person to give him
self or herself permission to fail. He 
strongly believed that if a person 
had a true desire and passion for 
delivering quality patient care then 
there should be no reason for them

not to succeed. He was a true inspira
tion to many. Very few times did I 
ever see Steve truly angry but one 
thing that infuriated Steve was cheat
ing. He demanded excellence from 
himself, so for a person to cheat was 
the ultimate insult to not only to him 
but also to the student themselves and 
to the patients they would be caring 
for in the future. That quality seems 
rare in today's world.  

I can't tell you how much I miss 
my friend. Yes, he was my boss but 
more importantly, he was first and al
ways my friend. I never had a brother 
but Steve was as close as I will ever 
come. We will go on, in honor of his 
memory, trying to give our students 
the best education possible. But the 
loss of Steve will always be there and 
it will always be more difficult to talk 
about blunt trauma. The first time I 
had to talk about blunt trauma after 
his death I had to pause several times 
to compose myself. I guess that will 
get better with time but it will never 
be easy. Things we teach have become 
much more personal. I thank God for 
blessing me by allowing me to have 
Steve Gifford in my life-my co
worker, my "brother," and my best 
friend.  

-Julia Lowery, LP 
Mineral Wells 

rl71 Obituauries 
Jack Chase, 47, of Seagrove, 

Florida, died October 20 in a helicopter 
crash in Florida. Chase was a Texas
licensed paramedic and was formerly 
flight operations managerfor LifeNet, 
Inc., before he moved to Florida in 
2002.
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Left photo, the Hall of Honor 
plaques were displayed at the 
conference on each side of the vase 
of white roses. White roses are the 

e traditional flower for EMS line of 
duty deaths.  II'm Right photo, the plaques were 
carried into the Awards Luncheon 

by the Lubbock Honor Guard and 
placed on the stage. Three names 
were added to the plaques this year.  

Three inducted in 
EMS Hall of Honor 

In a moving tribute to those in EMS no longer with us, three 
people were inducted into the Texas EMS Hall of Honor 

during the Awards Luncheon at Texas EMS Conference 2004.  
The Department of State Health Services honors emergency 
medical services personnel who lost their lives in service to the 
people of Texas with the Texas EMS Hall of Honor memorial.  

In a solemn ceremony, the Lubbock Honor Guard marched 
into the hall and placed the plaques on a black-draped stage at 
the front of the luncheon. A memorial obelisk was then pre
sented to a member of each group representing one of the fall
en, as members of the honor guard saluted. A moment of silence 
and the playing of Taps followed.  

The Texas Hall of Honor plaques hang at the EMS Central 
Offices, DSHS, 8407 Wall Street in Austin. Individuals are in
ducted into the Texas EMS Hall of Honor at the Texas EMS 
Conference in November. Those inducted this year were: 

Paul Lujan, 32, of Crane, was killed in March when the 
CareStar helicopter crashed. A paramedic, Lujan was 
transporting a three-month-old child.  

Mickey Price, 46, of Dumas, was killed in March when the 
CareStar helicopter he was piloting crashed en route to 
Lubbock.  

Marco Villalobos, 32, of El Paso, died when in a medical jet 
crash while en route back to Albuquerque. A licensed 
paramedic, Villalobos was also a firefighter with the El Paso 
Fire Department. -Kelly Harrell 

Top right, gary Schwulst of CareStar accepts the memorial obelisk 
from Taylor Ratcliff of the Lubbock Honor Guard in memory of Mickey 
Price, the pilot in the CareStar crash.  

Second photo, David Turner of the Lubbock Honor Guard presents 
the obelisk io Rafael Martinez, who represented the family of Marco 
Villalobos.  

Bottom right, Bart Sanders of the Lubbock Honor Guard salutes 
Ruben Luja n, father of Paul Lujan, who was killed in a helicopter 
crash in March.
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AROUND THE STATE AND NATION 

EMS NEWS AND RESOURCES 

By Kelly Harrell

NHTSA site provides injury 
prevention info 
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration makes a 

number of Traffic Safety Fact Sheets available to the public.  

Topics include: bicycle helmet use laws; strengthening child 

passenger safety laws; strengthening safety belt use laws; open 

container laws; repeat intoxicated driver laws; administrative 

license revocation (suspension); graduated driver licensing; and 

vehicle and license plate sanctions. Go to www.nhtsa.dot.gov/ 

people/injury/New-fact-sheet03/index.htm.  

Emergency funding available 
The EMS/Trauma System Account Extraordinary Emer

gency Funding is available to assist licensed EMS provid
ers, hospitals and registered first responder organizations 
if an unforeseeable event causes a degradation of service 
to the communities they serve. Situations that may 
severely reduce or incapacitate emergency response 
capability are considered extraordinary emergencies.  

The following organizations were awarded extraordinary 
emergency funding recently: 

* Little Elm Fire Department: $4,160 for ambulance 
repairs.  

" Olney-Hamilton Hospital: $12,580 for replacement 
of radio communication systems consisting of a 
repeater, antenna and coax cable.  

If you believe you may have an extraordinary emergency, 
contact your EMS Zone office or Ed Loomis at (512) 834

6700 or at ed.loomis@dshs.state.tx.us.

New course 
preps EMS on 
MCls 
A new online course is 
available to assist EMS 
personnel to respond 
more effectively when 

faced with a multiple 
casualty incident 
(MCI). The indepen
dent study course, 
"EMS Operations at 

Multi-Casualty Inci
dents," is a 4-hour, 
web-based course that 

addresses preparedness 

planning; management 
of the incident; safe 

and efficient triage; 

treatment and trans
portation of patients; 
and the de-escalation of 
the response. The 
course includes infor
mation on safely and 
effectively dealing with 
an MCI resulting from 

an attack involving 
chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear, or 

explosive agents. The 

course is available on 

the U.S. Fire Adminis
tration's Virtual Cam
pus at www.traming 
.fema.gov.
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New registry NATIO

debuts 
The injury or passing of a loved one is a difficult time for 

families and friends. This sad time is compounded when 

someone is not informed when a loved one is injured or 

passes on. This happens often when local and state agen

cies are unable to locate a family member or next of kin.  

The National Next Of Kin Registry (NOKR), a service 

designed to help emergency responders locate next-of-kin.  

recently came online. This free service is as an emergency 

contact system designed to help if a family member is 

missing, critically injured or deceased. NOKR is a free ser

vice to the public as well as the local and state agencies us

ing the search service. For more information on 

this service, including FAQs, go to www.nokr.org 

HHS publishes medical 
capability handbook 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) recently reported that medical a-id health sys
tems in the nation face the increasing probability of ma
jor emergencies or disasters involving human 
casualties. According to the report, "such events will 
severely challenge the ability to adequately care for 
large numbers of patients (surge capacity) with those 
patients having unusual or highly specialized medical 
needs (surge capability)." As HHS officials note, the 
first step to address medical surge is using manage
ment systems for medical and health response to major 
emergencies and disasters, along with developing and 
maintaining preparedness programs. The Medical 
Surge Capacity and Capability Handbcok, based on val
id principles of emergency management and the Inci
dent Management System, is available at www.hhs.gov/ 
asphep/mscc-sept2004.pdf.

EMS license plates 
still available 
Don't forget about the EMS 

license plates that are 

available to certified and 

licensed EMS personnel. Go 

to www.dot.state.tx.us/vtr/ 

spplates/specialplate.htm? 

nbr=1 36 to download an 

application or visit your 

county motor vehicle 

department. The cost is 

$8.00 for the plate, plus 

your normal registration fee.  

You may only be issued one 

set of plates per person. A 

copy of your EMS license/ 

certificate must accompany 

your application.  

TEXAS 

*BBO1BB

Military medic 
presumed drowned 
Lori Pineda, who recently 

served as a medic in Iraq, is 

missing and presumed dead 

after her car was swept off a 

low water crossing in Hays 

County November 14. Her 

passenger was rescued and 

the car later recovered.  

January/February
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" EMS Education 
* EMS Personnel 
" EMS Skills and Medications 
* EMS Vehicles 
" EMS Data Systems

Components of the online documents include: 
* The Summary, an overview of the survey which categorically organizes questions 

according to relative topical areas.  

* The Rural Implications analyzes the survey results on a state-based measure or 
rurality. Essentially, the states can be ranked according to their densities and their 
resident rural population. This type of analysis provides some insight into the 
particular challenges faced by some largely rural states.  

Funding was provided by the U. S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), 
Health Resources Services Administration (HRSA), and the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill (UNC-CH), Department of Emergency Medicine. For information about this 
project contact Greg Mears, MD, FACEP, Associate Professor, Department of Emergency 
Medicine, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, at gdm@med.unc.edu.
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National Memorial Institute 
l lIP lfor the Prevention of Terrorism 

Agency develops list for emergency responders 
Part of the mission of the National Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism is to 
develop an information source on equipment for emergency responders. The Responder 
Knowledge Base (RKB) a single source for integrated information on available equipment, 
equipment certification and standards, equipment training, cost resources, and reviews 
from other equipment users. The Responder Knowledge Base includes the InterAgency 
Board's Standardized Equipment List (SEL) and ODP's Authorized Equipment List (AEL).  
Questions answered by the organization include: 
* What equipment is out there? 
* Has it been certified and to what standard? 
* What training is needed to use the equipment? 
* How do I pay for it? 
* Whom can I talk to who has used it? 

For more info, go to www2.rkb.mipt.org.  

EMS data online 
Wondering how different U.S. states and territories are structured? A survey now avail
able online will shed some light on the subject. The purpose of the data collection was 
to demonstrate identifiable priorities that will improve EMS policy, funding, personnel, 
education and resources. Some of the questions included:

" State EMS Office Structure 
* State EMS Director 
* State EMS Medical Director 
* State EMS Office Function 
* State EMS Systems



Ouch! Injuries 
in EMS 
Most of diagnosed 
injuries among emer
gency responders come 
from strains and 
sprains, according to 
findings from the Na
tional Institute for 
Occupational Safety and 
Health, and those 
injuries are most preva
lent among EMS re
sponders. Overall, EMS 
responders receive 
most of their injuries 
from overexertion or 
repetitive body motions; 
firefighters from fire/ 
explosions; and law 
enforcement from 
assaults or violent acts.  
Sixty percent of injuries 
sustained by EMS 
personnel were to the 
back and neck, and 39 
percent of the injuries 
were a result of lifting, 
holding, or carrying 
objects or people, or 
from other overexertion 
or repetitive motion.  
That number was 20 
percent or less for 
firefighters and law 
enforcement personnel.

Hospital settles lawsuit in 
stolen ambulance incident 
Northwest Texas Healthcare System in Amarillo will pay 
$12.5 million to the family of a man killed five years ago 
when his car was hit by a stolen ambulance. The man's wife 
suffered irreparable brain damage and one of the couple's 
children required multiple surgeries. The ambulance was 
driven by a woman who had been diagnosed with psycho
sis, situational depression and symptoms of mental illness by 
hospital staff, but was discharged with only instructions to 
seek assistance from a state-run facility. As the patient left 
the hospital, she got into an unlocked, running ambulance 
and took off. She slammed in the other car when she ran a 
stop sign. The lawsuit alleged that the hospital was negligent 
in not providing proper care for the woman and for leaving 
the ambulance unattended. The patient pled guilty to man
slaughter and was sentenced to eight years in prison.  

Initial applications now on 
TexasOnline 
As of January, you can renew your application for 
certification or licensure or make your initial application 

on web. And yes, that does mean that fees have gone up.  
Please download your application the day you send it in to 
make sure that you are sending the correct fees. State law re
quires DSHS to charge a fee for TexasOnline for every appli
cant, whether or not the applicant uses TexasOnline. The 
TexasOnline contractor is presently reviewing the EMS provid
er licensing although no implementation date is set. Check our 
website for the latest information. About 54 percent of those 

renewing using the TexasOnline system.

Fourth annual EMStock planned for May 
The fourth annual Gene Weatherall Memorial EMS Reunion and Chili Cook-off, com
monly known as EMStock, is May 20-22, 2005, in Midlothian, near Fort Worth. All 4 
public health and public safety workers are welcome. The land, which offers plenty of 
room for camping, belongs to Dr. Bryan Bledsoe, a former paramedic. Participants need to bring a tent, 
trailer, RV or whatever they might need for overnight accommodations. Activities planned include ten 
hours of CE, a vendor area, EMS auction, a chili cook-off and a rodeo. Live entertainment is scheduled 
both Friday and Saturday nights. Families are welcome. Cost is $20 per person; kids 16 and under get in 
free. Any funds not spent will be earmarked for a planned EMS scholarship fund. For more information 
or a list of nearby hotels, go to www.emstock.com or email info@temsf.org. This event is not sponsored 
by the Texas Department of State Health Services.  

January/February 2005 Texas EMS Magazine 11

0 

gIL



Memorial Hermann LifeFlight's crew accepts the 2004 EMS Air Medical Service Award.

DSHS honors the best in EMS and trauma

T he EMS organizations and people listed below took top honors as the 
best in EMS and trauma at this year's 
Texas EMS conference. The awards 
were announced at a luncheon that in
cluded a moving tribute by the Lub
bock Honor Guard to those fallen in 
the line of duty (see page 7). Congratu
lations to all those who were honored 
this year! 

EMS Public Information/Injury Pre
vention Award - Angleton Area Emergen-

cy Medical Corps, for outstanding 
achievement in public education and/ 
or injury prevention in Angleton and 
the surrounding area. Members of 
AAEMC participate in several educa
tional programs throughout the com
munity, including education about 
injury prevention, summer safety, seat 
belt safety and stranger danger.  
AAEMC has worked with Allstate In
surance and Angleton Fire Depart
ment to teach community members 
about the dangers of reckless driving 
and driving under the influence of al
cohol, by displaying a wrecked vehi
cle and using Fatal Vision Goggles, 
which simulate being "under the in
fluence." AAEMC also uses Andy the 
Ambulance, a small robotic ambulance 
that is remotely controlled and can in
teract with the public via a voice mod
ulator, to educate people about being 
safe. AAEMC provides CPR and first 
aid training to local businesses, orga
nizations and the public, and trains 

Donna George, RN, PhD, LP, wcs presented 
GETAC's Journey of Excellence Award by Ed 
Racht, MD, for her contributions to the Texas 
EMS/Trauma System.

local law enforcement personnel in 
AED usage, CPR and first aid. They 
recently partnered with the local divi
sion of the Texas Department of Trans
portation and the Texas New Mexico 
Power Company to implement em
ployee heat safety programs, includ
ing lectures, brochures and flyers 
about keeping safe in the extreme Tex
as summer heat. AAEMC also has 
been very involved with the local Boy 
Scouts troops, and provided lead in
struction for the Webelos Ready-Man 
Badge project during a weeklong day 
camp. AAEMC's high visibility with
in its community reminds everyone to 
be safe, while reassuring them that 
someone will be there to help in the 
event of an emergency.  

EMS Educator Award - Jay Cloud, 
Deer Park Fire Department, San Jacinto 
College Central EMT Department, for 
leadership and commitment to EMS 
education in Texas. Cloud has been 
in teaching EMS for more than 20 years 
and has taught more than 50 classes 
of paramedics, totaling more than 
1,000 students in his years of provid
ing EMS education. He also has taught 
several specialty classes such as first 
aid, CPR, ACLS, PALS, BTLS, EMS
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operations, extrication and rescue tech
niques. Mr. Cloud also provides med
ical training to NASA astronauts in 
preparation for their space travel. Mr.  
Cloud goes beyond his role as instruc
tor by helping his students find finan
cial assistance for their studies. Many 
of his students have gone on to become 
physicians, flight medics, nurses and 
other key personnel in the Texas EMS 
community.  

EMS Telecommunicator of the Year 
Jessica Barnett, Austin-Travis County 
EMS, for handling 9-1-1 calls with pro
fessionalism and efficiency and assist
ing the bystanders on scene to give the 
patients the best care possible. In April 
2004, Barnett received a 9-1-1 call from 
a person in Travis County who had 
found a neighbor collapsed and in car
diac arrest in the street. Several neigh
bors were present at the scene, so she 
initiated pre-arrival instructions for 
cardiac arrest with the caller and con
tinued to monitor the progression of 
CPR after a nurse arrived on scene.  
Even though the phone changed 
hands several times during the call, she 
continually refocused and redirected 
the bystanders at the scene to ensure 
that appropriate patient care was be-

Robert Parkey, MD, left, was named 2004 
EMS Medical Director. Chief Harold 
Lindsey accepted the 2004 EMS First Re
sponder Award on behalf of the Wichita Falls 
Fire Dpartment.  

ing administered prior to the arrival 
of first responders and EMS. She dis
played exceptional scene management 
skills by involving each bystander in 
the scene, by directing the caller to 
send someone to flag responding 
emergency response units, reminding 
the bystanders to keep their own safe
ty in mind and continually clarifying 
the location of the scene - all while 
she provided scene updates for the 
emergency responders. She kept the 
scene under control and assisted by
standers in giving the best patient care 
possible during the seven minutes it 
took for emergency responders to ar
rive on scene. The patient recovered 
and threw a block party to recognize 
all of her rescuers, including neigh
bors, first responders, paramedics and 
Barnett.  

EMS Medical Director Award - Rob
ert Parkey, MD, LP, Henrietta, for his 
dedication and service to EMS as med
ical director for several emergency re
sponders in Wichita Falls and the Clay 
County area. As medical director for 
the Clay County Memorial Hospital 
EMS and director of emergency ser
vices, Dr. Parkey facilitated the devel
opment of regional progressive 
protocols and a strong quality control 
program. Currently eight of the 13 
volunteer fire departments have be
come active first responder programs, 
even though none were first respond
ers in Clay County prior to his involve-

Angleton Area Emergency Medical Corps took the 2004 EMS Public Information! 
Injury Prevention Award.

Austin/Travis 
County EMS's 
Jessica Barnett 
took home the 
2004 EMS 
Telecommunicator 
Award.

Lucille Maes, LP, 

of Angleton Area 

Emergency Medi
cal Corps, was 

named the 
2004 EMS 

Administrator.

ment with the local EMS. He also 
serves as medical executive officer for 
the North Texas Regional Advisory 
Council and as medical director for 
NORTEX Regional Providers Associa
tion and Vernon College EMS Pro
gram. He is medical director for 
Bluegrove, Byres, Charlie/Thornberry, 
Dean Dale, Lake Arrowhead, Jolly, 
Henrietta and St. Jo Volunteer fire de
partments, TransStar Ambulance in 
Wichita Falls and Hardeman County 
EMS, and teaches continuing educa
tion and EMS classes in these areas.  
He serves as team physician for Hen
rietta High School and is on courtesy 
staff at Clay County Memorial Hospi
tal in Henrietta and United Regional 
Health System in Wichita Falls. He is 
also a licensed paramedic and holds 
certification in ACLS, ATLS, PALS and 
neonatal resuscitation.  

EMS Administrator Award - Lucille 
Maes, LP, Angleton Area Emergency Med
ical Corps, for leadership in quality pre
hospital patient care and community 
emergency response. She is a mem
ber of the Southwest Texas EMS Di
rectors Organization and the chair of 
RAC R, becoming one of the first EMS 
directors to chair a RAC. As RAC chair, 
she has assisted regional EMS provid
ers with operations, administration, 
DSHS rules and RAC information and 
has assisted some smaller hospitals 
with bioterrorism planning and drills.
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She worked diligently with staff at 
Angleton Danbury Medical Center as 
that facility worked to reach Level IV 
trauma designation. She also assisted 
in the regional planning for bioterror
ism funding formulas for the 26 hos
pitals in RAC R. She is an advisory 
board member for San Jacinto College 
and Brazosport Community College, 
and an ambassador for the Angleton 
Chamber of Commerce. She is current
ly the Brazoria County ESD #3 EMS 
committee chair and on the planning 
committee for the hospital's emergen
cy department expansion. During the 
2003 Texas legislative session, she 
worked with state legislators to craft 
the Move Over Act, a law protecting 
all emergency response personnel by 
requiring drivers to slow down below 
posted speeds when emergency vehi
cles are working near the roadway.  
She has been instrumental in getting 
AAEMC and Angleton Fire Depart
ment to train and respond together as 
sister agencies, despite different fund
ing sources, and as a chamber of com
merce committee member, she has 
worked to raise funds for thermal im
aging cameras for AFD. She has also 
worked with Memorial Hermann Life
Flight to establish a trauma informa
tion resource panel to assist prehospital 
providers with the post-incident pa
tient information needed to properly 
review the call. She worked with a 
local accounting firm to establish its 
own insurance billing company, so that 
others in the surrounding areas could 
afford to use the company's services.  
And she still works on the ambulance! 

Outstanding RAC Award -Lower Rio 
Grande Valley Trauma Regional Advisory 
Council, Trauma Service Area V, for con
tinuing excellence in regional trauma 
system development. A strong per
former in the Texas Trauma System, 
RAC V has directly approached some

RAC-V took home the 2004 Outstanding 
RAC Award. Accepting the award were, 
from left, RAC Administrator Gilbert Torres, 
Susan Wallace, and Mario Segura, RAC 
chair.  

tough issues, such as working with the 
state to review and provide recom
mendations regarding underdesigna
tion in its region. RAC-V has also 
made several accomplishments in the 
area of injury prevention by produc
ing public service announcements 
with an injury prevention theme and 
distributing these videos to the other 
RACs. RAC-V also sponsors an annu
al trauma symposium for hospitals and 
prehospital personnel for networking 
and educational purposes. And to 
ensure that trauma care is met for the 
Rio Grande Valley area, members of 
the Quality Assurance committee at
tend Lower Rio Grande Valley Devel
opment Council meetings, public 
health policy forums, and other com
munity events to ensure input from 
the community. RAC-V also has rep
resentation at all the state-sponsored 
meetings to ensure that the needs of 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley commu
nities are being met.  

EMS Air Medical Service Award 
Memorial Hermann LifeFlight, Houston, 
for showing leadership and the high
est standards in providing air medical 
services to the citizens in Texas. A pi
oneer in air medical service, LifeFlight 
was established in 1976 and has flown 
more than 50,000 missions. The ser
vice travels within a 150-mile radius 
to treat and transport critically ill and 
injured patients and is a key respond
er for 13 counties in the Houston
Galveston area. The personnel are 
known for their knowledge, expertise 
and courtesy on scene. The person
nel of LifeFlight actively interact with 
area emergency services in providing 
education and training, teaching many 
EMS and medical specialty courses at 
12 system hospitals and 32 affiliate hos
pitals. LifeFlight regularly offers its 
training courses at an affordable price 
to local EMS personnel. The service 
also actively participates in several 
medical studies, such as the use of 
Poly-Heme, a blood substitute; the use 
of helicopter transport of acute coro-

nary syndrome patients from facilities 
that lack cardiac catheterization capa
bilities; field administration of throm
bolytics; and hypothermia (roadside 
cooling) for head trauma patients.  
NASA also sends the astronauts train
ing to be assigned as crew medical of
ficers on the International Space 
Station through a rotation with Life
Flight to learn advanced life support 
procedures as part of San Jacinto Col
lege's Space Medicine Training.  

EMS Volunteer Provider Award - Jer
sey Village Emergency Services, for as
suming a leadership role in EMS in 
areas of patient care, public access, 
medical control, disaster preparedness, 
public education and training. JVES 
maintains visibility within its commu
nity by hosting immunization clinics 
and blood pressure checkups for local 
citizens, offering free child car seat in
spections, teaching students of all ages 
about injury prevention, teaching city 
employees about bloodborne patho
gens, and providing station tours. The 
service has a Z Squad for junior mem
bers that allows youths to become 
trained in CPR and involved in EMS.  
JVES also developed a Citizens Fire 
Academy that includes first aid train
ing, CPR training and citizen emergen
cy response team (CERT) training, and 
offers disaster preparedness and plan
ning classes to any group that requests 
training, such as day care centers. JVES 
worked closely with the Greater Har
ris County 9-1-1 Network to develop 
the Network Emergency Warning Sys
tem (NEWS) and was a test city for the 
NEWS. This association resulted di
rectly from several flooding incidents 
in Jersey Village, including flooding 
during Tropical Storm Allison. The 
service works with the Cy-Fair Volun

Donn Barnes, 
LP, was 
given the 
2004 EMS 
Person of the 
Year Award.
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teer Fire/EMS departments and local 
law enforcement departments to 
quickly respond to all 9-1-1 calls and 
has trained all dispatchers to provide 
pre-arrival instructions to 9-1-1 callers 
using the Medical Card System. JVES 
has also worked closely with Jersey Vil
lage Police Department to purchase 
AEDs and train several officers in the 
use of AEDs.  

First Rp-sponder Award - Wichita Falls 
Fire Department, for assuming a lead
ership role in EMS in the areas of pa
tient care, public access, medical 
control, disaster preparedness, public 
education and training. WFD has 150 
firefighters, all certified as EMTs, serv
ing a 72-square-mile area with a pop
ulation of approximately 110,000. The 
service has eight stations and an aver
age response time of three and a half 
minutes within the city limits. WFD 
has two members on the executive 
board of the North Texas Regional 
Advisory Council and participates in 
the North Texas Injury Prevention 
Coalition and the Wichita County 
Child Fatality review team. They re
cently became part of the 11-county 
North Texas Regional Response Team 
and are working with Vernon College 
to build a regional fire training school 
that will offer fire- and medical-relat
ed classes. They have a fire safety pro
gram that they present to all the 
elementary schools.  

EMS Private/Public Provider Award 
- Galveston EMS, for assuming a 

Galveston EMS won the 2004 Private/Pub
lic Responder Award.

The 2004 EMS Volun

teer Provider Award 

% went to Jersey Village 
Emergency Services De

partment.  

leadership role in EMS in the areas of 
patient care, public access, medical con
trol, disaster preparedness, public ed
ucation and training. Galveston EMS 
has used cutting edge technologies to 
help patients recover as fully as possi
ble. One of these technologies includes 
the use of continuous positive airway 
pressure (CPAP) on congestive heart 
failure patients, which has decreased 
the intubation rate of these patients by 
90 percent and greatly decreased their 
length of hospital stay and mortality 
rates. GEMS has also participated in 
many medical studies, and is current
ly partnered with the University of 
Texas Medical Branch in a stroke study 
and seeking to become involved in a 
Poly-Heme study and an automated 
CPR device study. GEMS is aggressive
ly preparing for the possibility of ei
ther a natural or man-made disaster, 
by participating in and sponsoring con
ferences and drills in disaster manage
ment, acquiring specialized antidote 
kits, training its staff to use Level C per
sonal protection equipment and imple
menting a Tox Medic program. Due 
to the large influx of people during is
land events and summer tourism sea
son, the provider has be prepared to 
increase staffing as needed and to use 
special teams, such as Bike Medics, for 
response. GEMS has a occupational 
injury prevention program that include 
pre-employment strength testing, ag
gressive bloodborne pathogen expo
sure protocols, footwear requirements 
geared toward safety and stair chairs 
that help reduce patient load - some
thing that is very important when al

most every call involves 
stairs. GEMS offers train
ing to nursing, EMS and 
medical students and the 
area fire departments and 
law enforcement. They 
also provide training to 
NASA astronauts.  

EMS Person of the Year

- D. E. "Donn" Barnes, Texas EMS Foun
dation, for leadership and dedication 
in providing emergency medical ser
vice to the citizens of Texas and be
yond Texas' borders. As a member of 
the EMS Association of Texas, Barnes 
has been a tireless supporter of EMS 
in Texas. Through his work with the 
Texas EMS Foundation, a non-profit 
foundation, he designed a Texas EMS 
license plate and worked on getting 
the plate approved by the Texas De
partment of Transportation. He also 
helped TEMSF establish EMStock, an 
informal get-together for EMS people 
to share ideas and discuss the business 
of EMS, and scholarships for EMS stu
dents in Texas. He also provided im
mense support to the collaborative 
effort between the Texas EMS Confer
ence and TEMSF to recruit speakers 
for the Texas EMS Conference, mak
ing sure that all speaker information 
was updated on the web site and giv
ing input into the decisions of the ed
ucation committee.  

GETAC's Journey of Excellence 
Award - Dr. Donna George, for work
ing tirelessly with people throughout 
Texas to create a statewide EMS/Trau
ma System. Dr. George embraces a col
laborative process that explores the 
challenges and develops solutions that 
work best for all of Texas. She exem
plified what is meant by the name of 
the award: recognizing that the jour
ney often requires people with excep
tional skills and abilities. Through her 
willingness to reach out to all groups, 
Dr. George sought to bring the EMS 
and trauma communities together, and 
to speak with one voice.  

Nominations for the Texas EMS 
Awards come from the public, EMS pro
viders and individuals in the community.  

lay Cloud, LP, 
couldn't contain 
his surprise when 
Ihis name was 
called for the 2004 
EMS Educator 
Award.
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GETAC tackles Scope of 
Practice at November meeting

T he Governor's EMS and Trauma Advisory Council (GETAC) met on 
November 20-22, 2004, in Austin and in 
conjunction with the 19*1 annual Texas 
EMS Conference. It unanimously ap
proved the minutes from its meeting on 
August 13, 2004, on a motion made by 
Marti VanRavenswaay and seconded 
by Ronny Stewart, MD, and heard re
ports from the chair, committee/task 
force chairs, and Department of State 
Health Services (DSHS) staff.  

Dr. Ed Racht, chair, announced 
with regret the resignation of David 
Jiminez, general public representative.  
He also introduced Vance Riley, who 
replaces Raymond Holloway as the 
representative for fire chiefs, and an
nounced the appointments of the fol
lowing GETAC liaisons: Jim Parisi, RN, 
VP, East Texas Medical Center, to the 
DSHS Hospital Licensing Rules Re
view Workgroup; and Leon 
Charpentier, EMT-P, Harker Heights 
Fire Department, to the DSHS Pre
paredness Coordination Council.  

Dr. Racht discussed the 

Trauma application process for the 

2005 six standing committees, 
including appointments of 

s individuals to one-, two-, 
or three-year terms and a 
December 31, 2004, appli
cation deadline. (The ap

1 plication form was posted 
on the Office of EMS/ 

iference) Trauma Systems (OEMS/ 

ustin. TS) website). Dr. Racht, 
Vice Chair Pete Wolf, and

committee chairs will select the com
mittee memberships and an announce
ment of the selections will take place at 
GETAC's meeting on February 11, 2005.  

Dr. Racht introduced Ken Bouvier, 
president of the National Association of 
EMTs and also reported that Texas 
Governor Rick Perry had issued a proc
lamation honoring first responders at a 
September 10, 2004, ceremony in Austin.  

Discussion of reports 
GETAC heard public comment on 

the reports and other general issues.  
The next meetings will be February 9
11, 2005, in Austin, and in conjunction 
with a visit to Texas by National Regis
try of EMTs representatives. A sched
ule of these meetings will be 
announced when it is finalized.  

Action items 
A motion was made by Mr. Wolf 

and seconded by Ms. Ravenswaay to 
ask OEMS/TS to make the changes rec
ommended by the Medical Transporta
tion Task Force to EMS Rule 157.11 
(Certification) for review by GETAC.  
The motion passed unanimously.  

A motion was made by Maxie 
Bishop and seconded by Mario Segura 
that Dr. Racht develop a position paper 
for GETAC regarding the draft Na
tional Scope of Practice Model that re
flects issues identified by committees 
and includes opportunities for stake
holder input received by GETAC by 
January 10, 2005. The motion passed 
unanimously.
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A motion was made by Mr. Wolf 
and seconded by Mr. Bishop to have 
EMS Rule 157.14 (First Responder Or
ganizations) placed on the next GETAC 
agenda as an action item. The motion 
passed unanimously.  

A motion was made by Mr.  
Shaheen and seconded by Mr. Wolf for 
Dr. Racht to appoint a task force to re
port back to GETAC at the February 
meeting about the implementation of the 
CCMP. The motion passed unani
mously.  

A motion was made by Mr. Shaheen 
and seconded by Dr. Stewart to approve 
revisions to GETAC's Procedural Rules.  
The motion passed unanimously.  

The next meeting date for GETAC is 
February 11, 2005, in Austin. Standing 
committees and task forces will meet on 
February 9 and 10.  

Staff, committee, task force and 
workgroup reports 

Issues addressed by staff included 
details about transitions and related is
sues at DSHS, including no word as of 
yet about the new DSHS advisory 
council to be appointed by the gover
nor; ongoing changes in regulatory and 
administrative processes; EMS and 
trauma rules coming up for review; sta
tus of current rule reviews/revisions; 
implementation of the new EMS/ 
Trauma System funding programs (HB
3588, SB-1131); steadily increasing par
ticipation of providers in the EMS/ 
Trauma Registry; and ongoing meet
ings to address Registry error and 
warning flags. Questions about staff re
ports may be directed to the Office of 
EMS/Trauma Systems Coordination at 
(512) 834-6700 or the EMS/Trauma Reg
istry at (512) 458-7266.  

All committees reported discussions

about the opening of the committee 
membership, including terms of com
mittee member appointments and the 
need for applications from new mem
bers and those seeking re-appointment 
alike.  

Combined Pediatric and Trauma Sys
tems Committees: Joan Shook, MD, re
ported discussions regarding 
pediatric-specific equipment for EMS 
providers; pediatric-specific education 
requirements for DSHS-credentialed 
trauma designation surveyors; adding 
pediatric-specific continuing education 
(CE) requirements for EMS providers; 
and recommending formal RAC-spe
cific definitions of "pediatric patients." 
Dr. Shook also stated that the commit
tees would like a status report of the 
request sent to the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission (HHSC), 
asking for clarification of the current 
exemption of children's hospitals from 
meeting trauma designation require
ments to receive disproportionate 
share monies in view of a now-estab
lished state designation process for 
these pediatric facilities. Additionally, 
the committees requested to have their 
CE recommendations for EMS provid
ers placed on the EMS/Medical Direc
tors/Education committees' agendas in 
February, and pediatric-specific equip
ment recommendations for EMS firms 
placed on the EMS and Medical Direc
tors committee agendas in February.  

Trauma Systems Committee: Ronny 
Stewart, MD, reported the committee 
reviewed the revised draft Trauma 
Rule 157.125 (Designation of Trauma 
Facilities), including criteria, standards, 
and audit filters for Level Ills and IVs, 
and will be finalizing the draft for an 
action item at the February meeting.  
(Continued on page 44) 

January/February 2005 Texas EMS Magazine 17



Local Project grants used 
to upgrade levels of service 

T his year the Office of EMS and Trauma Systems Coordination 
(formerly the Bureau of Emergency Management) received 107 

Local Project Grant applications, with 84 projects approved for 
funding. Some of the major projects include 25 ambulances, two 
AEDs, 14 monitor-defibrillators, two educational projects, 11 projects 
for communication equipment and three rescue vehicles. Emphasis 
was placed on grants that would upgrade the level of service 
available, such as AEDs on BLS units, reduction in response time, or 
improvement of patient care capabilities at a county level.  

Next year's Request for Proposal is expected to be available by 
early spring 2005. Questions? Contact Henry Eke or Ed Loomis at 
512/834-6700 or e-mail henry.eke@dshs.state.tx.us or 
ed.loomis@dshs.state.tx.us.  

The grants are listed by award name, county, city, award amount 
and equipment.

Many EMS services need Local Projects 
money for training and new equipment.  
Photo by Angela McNair 

Anson General Hospital 
Jones, Anson 
35,000 - ambulance 

Appleby Volunteer Fire Department 
Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches 
5,000 - extrication equipment 

Aransas County Medical Services, Inc.  
Aransas, Rockport 
36,500 - ambulance 

Bailey County EMS 
Bailey, Muleshoe 
35,000 - ambulance 

Ballinger Memorial Hospital District 
Runnels, Ballinger 
7,750 - 12-lead defibrillator and 
ambulance cot 

Blessing EMS First Responders 
Matagorda, Blessing 
959 - radios and receiver 

Brownsville Fire Department 
Cameron, Brownsville 
1,807- AED and oxygen 
equipment

Canyon Lake Fire/EMS, Inc 
Comal, Canyon Lake 
35,000 - ambulance 

Castro County Health District 
Castro, Dimmitt 
36,799 - ambulance and cot 

Citizens EMS, Inc.  
Callahan, Clyde 
35,000 - ambulance 

City of Converse Fire/EMS 
Bexar, Converse 
15,000 - paramedic Course 

City of Grand Prairie 
Dallas-Tarrant, Grand Prairie 
2,740 - 12-lead defibrillator 

City of Helotes Fire Department 
Bexar, Helotes 
6,250 - 12-lead defibrillator 

City of Littlefield EMS 
Lamb, Littlefield 
17,500 - rescue vehicle 

City of Port Isabel-EMS Department 
Cameron, Port Isabel 
35,000 - ambulance 

City of Seguin-Fire/EMS Department 
Guadalupe, Seguin 
35,000 - ambulance 

City of Sherman 
Grayson, Sherman 
4,250, - ALS mannequin

City of Wylie Fire-Rescue 
Collin, Wylie 
6,250 - 12-lead defibrillator 

City of West University Place 
Harris, Houston 
6,809 - medical equipment 

Clear Lake Emergency Medical Corps 
Harris, Houston 
2,100 - stair chair 

Coastal Bend RAC 
Nueces, Corpus Christi 
4,612 - casualty simulator, MCI 
equipment 

Covenant Health System Foundation 
Lubbock, Lubbock 
2,572 - crisis manikins 

Cross-Plains EMS 
Callahan, Cross Park 
2,301 - pulse ox, B/P equipment, 
stretcher 

Crowley Fire Department 
Tarrant, Crowley 
3,134 - AED upgrade 

Dalhart EMS 
Dallam, Dalhart 
35,000 - ambulance 

Dickens County Ambulance 
Dickens, Dickens 
1,650 - ambulance cot
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Dimmit County EMS 
Dimmit, Carrizo Springs 
35,000 - ambulance 

Donley County Hospital District 
Donley, Clarendon 
6,250 - 12-lead defibrillator 

Edgewood Volunteer Fire Department 
Van Zandt, Edgewood 
4,630 - medical equipment 

Emergency Support Service 
Johnson, Cleburne 
2,870 - CPR manikins, oxygen 
regulator 

Fisher County Hospital District 
Fisher, Rotan 
35,000 - ambulance 

Forest Hill Fire Rescue 
Tarrant, Forest Hill 
6,250 - 12-lead defibrillator 

Fort Hancock EMS 
Hudspeth, Fort Hancock 
13,852 - rescue vehicle 

Fritch EMS 
Hutchinson, Fritch 
35,000 - ambulance 

Galveston EMS 
Galveston, Galveston 
1,528 - projector 

Geronimo VFD, Inc.  
Guadalupe, Geronimo 
1,975 - regulator, oxygen tank, 
radios 

Good Shepherd Medical Center 
Gregg, Longview 
6,250 - 12-lead defibrillator 

Graham Regional Medical Center 
Young, Graham 
2,898 - AED, ambulance cot 

Granbury-Hood County EMS 
Hood, Granbury 
2,105 - head immobilizer, Striker 
lift bar, projector 

Happy EMS 
Swisher, Happy 
1,500 - ambulance cot 

Jersey Village Emergency Services 
Harris, Jersey Village 
37,380 - laryngoscope, suction, 
ambulance 

Kenefick Volunteer Fire Department 
Liberty, Dayton 
3,000 - radios 

Kimble County EMS 
Kimble, Junction 
35,000 - ambulance 

King County EMS, Inc.  
King, Guthrie 
35,000 - ambulance 

Kirby Fire/EMS 
Bexar, Kirby 
35,000 - ambulance 

Knox County EMS 
Knox, Knox City 
35,000 - ambulance

Liberty County EMS, Inc.  
Liberty, Hull 
4,260 - suction unit, 
radio 

Lifenet, Inc.  
Bowie, Texarkana 
385 - rugged transfer flat 

Lower Rio Grande Valley RAC 
Cameron, Harlingen 
25,985 - medical equipment 

Lowry Crossing VFD 
Collin, McKinney 
2,448 - scoop stretcher, AED, 
backboard 

Lufkin Fire Department 
Angelina, Lufkin 
25,000 - ambulance 

Memorial Hermann Foundation 
Harris, Houston 
8,747 - ACLS, PALS, BTLS/PHTLS, 
12-lead defibrillator 

Merit Volunteer Fire Department 
Hunt, Merit 
12,500 - first responder vehicle 

Montgomery County Hospital 
District EMS 

Montgomery, Conroe 
8,050 - 12-lead defibrillator, radios 

North Channel EMS 
Harris, Houston 
35,000 - ambulance 

Northeast Texas RAC 
Bowie, Texarkana 
14,550 - pedi-boards 

Northwest Rural EMS Association 
Harris, Tomball 
3,615 - radios, multiple-patient 
oxygen 

North Texas RAC 
Wichita, Wichita Falls 
13,990 - splint, canopy, 
ambulance cot 

Olton Volunteer Ambulance Association 
Lamb, Olton 
5,782 - 12-lead defibrillator 

Orange County ESD #1 
Orange, Vidor 
998 - AED 

Parker County Hospital District 
Parker, Weatherford 
36,250 - ambulance and cot 

Pearland EMS 
Brazoria, Pearland 
1,190 - infusion pump 

Piano Fire Department 
Denton, Plano 
7,364 - auto pulse 

Possum Kingdom Lake EAS 
Palo Pinto, Graford 
2,834 - manikins, IV arm 

Princeton VFD 
Collin, Princeton 
1,751 - 02 equipment, pulse ox, 
scoop stretcher

Refugio County EMS 
Refugio, Refugio 
8,250 - CPAP regulator and IVAC 
regulator 

Rural Hill EMS 
Hill, Hubbard 
3,980 - KED, jumbo mover, 
rescue bag 

San Angelo Fire Department 
Tom Green, San Angelo 
3,804 - 12-lead defibrillator 

Schertz EMS 
Bexar, Schertz 
6,591 - CPR manikin, ALS 
trainer, IV arm, suction, moulage 
kit, air-immobilizers, stair chairs, 
radios 

Seymour/Baylor County EMS 
Baylor, Seymour 
35,000 - ambulance 

South Taylor EMS 
Taylor, Tuscola 
6,250 - 12-lead defibrillator 

Stamford EMS, Inc.  
Jones, Stamford 
25,000 - ambulance 

Sudan Fire Department/EMS 
Lamb, Sudan 
600 - suction 

Swisher Memorial Hospital District 
Swisher, Tulia 
26,500 - ambulance 

Tennessee Colony VFD 
Anderson, Tennessee 
4,740 - radios 

Throckmorton County Memorial 
Hospital District 

Throckmorton, Throckmorton 
35,000 - ambulance 

Town of Pantego Fire Department 
Tarrant, Pantego 
6,250 - 12-lead upgrade 

Uvalde EMS Inc/Mult-entity 
Uvalde, Uvalde 
6,250, -12-lead defibrillator 

Val Verde Hospital District 
Val Verde, Del Rio 
10,385 - 02 system, MCI trailer 
MCI equipment 

Ward Memorial Hospital 
Ward, Monahans 
35,000 - ambulance 

Weatherford College 
Palo Pinto, Mineral Wells 
5,112 - manikins, cot, radios 

Wichita Falls Fire Department 
Wichita, Falls 
1,992 - Brady instructor/textbooks 

Willacy County EMS 
Willacy, Raymondville 
6,250 - 12-lead defibrillator 

Zapata County EMS 
Zapata, Zapata 
35,000 - ambulance
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Local & Regional EMS News

Is your EMS service 
mentioned in Local and 

Regional EMS News? 

It needs to be! Are you planning 
a fundraiser? A training class? A 
public education program? Do 

you have new people on board? 
Have you elected new officers? 

Send your news to: 
Texas EMS Magazine 
Kelly Harrell, Editor 

1100 West 49th Street 
Austin, Texas 78756-3199 

(512) 834-6700 
Fax (512) 834-6736 

We welcome letters to the 
editor on EMS issues, maga

zine articles or other topics of 
interest. We print letters to the 

editor as we have space.

Gorman community 
honors local volunteers 

During the Gorman Peanut 
Festival, held on September 11, 
the Gorman community honored 
its local fire, EMS and police 
agencies for their service to the 
public. Critical Air Brownwood 
and Life Flight Abilene were also 
honored. One long-time volun
teer firefighter, Jack Harrison, re
ceived special honors and 
recognition for his more than 60 
years of service in the Gorman 
Volunteer Fire Department.  
Harrison has served in several 
positions in GVFD, including be
ing the fire chief for several 
years, and is still active with the 
fire department and its first re
sponders program.

4

Pictured, from left, are 
David Pegues, EMT-P, 

Jack Harrison and Brent 
Welch, pilot. Emergency 

responders for the 
Gorman community 
were honored at the 

Gorman Peanut Festival 
on September 11.
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ETMC EMS featured on 
Discovery Health 

Channel show 

East Texas Medical Center, 
ETMC EMS and Air 1 were re
cently featured on Discovery 
Health Channel's "Impact: Sto
ries of Survival" for their actions 
in saving a teenager. In May 
2000, a teenager was thrown 
from a four-wheeler she was 
driving when she swerved to 
miss a barbed wire fence. Al
though she was thrown into the 
barbed wire and suffered a sev
ered windpipe, collapsed lung 
and many severe cuts, she did 
survive her injuries. DHC spent 
two days recreating and filming 
the events in a field near 
Whitehouse and in the ETMC

I
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Local & Regional EMS News
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emergency department. Many 
of the original crew members 
from ETMC EMS and Air 1 were 
involved, as well as the teen and 
her friends. The trauma doctors 
on the day of the incident, Scott 
Norwood, MD, and Clyde 
McAuley, MD, were also in
cluded in the re-enactment.  

ECEMS celebrates 
25 years of service 

Edwards Coa nty EMS re
cently celebrated the anriver
sary of its 25 years of service.  
Personnel placed a display fea
turing photos, articles and the 
service's new 4X4 vehicle at the 
Peoples State Bark in September 
and had refreshments available 
for commun-ty members to

thank them for their support 
over the years.  

Plans for Lubbock 
Regional Public Safety 
Memorial completed 

Volunteers from the Lubbock 
area fire, EMS and law enforce
ments recently completed the 
plans for the Lubbczk Regional 
Public Safety Memorial. The 
open-air memorial is inter-ded to 
honor first respor.ders who have 
died in the line of duty and rec
ognize the risks and rewards of 
being an emergency responder.  
The memorial will consist of a 
walkway lined with pylons and 
leading to two circles. One circle 
will consist of red granite panels 
placed around a Maltese cross

and will contain information 
about firefighting and EMS. The 
second circle will consist of blue 
grarite panels placed around a 
single large star and will contain 
information about law enforce
men:. At the head of the memo
rial will be panels recognizing 
those who have died in the line 
of duty. The memorial will be 
located at Jack Stevens Park. Of
ficer Jack Stevens was killed in 
the line of duty in 1973. The me
morial will be financed by dona
t.or- and grants.  

College Station home to 
largest firefighting/ 

emergency training school 

With more than 120 acres 
dedicated to firefighting, vehicle
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Members of Edwards County 
EMS stand with the service's 
new 4X4 vehicle. Pictured, 
from left, are Paula Kay 
Epperson, EMT-I; Rachel 
Escamilla, EMT; Becky Kott, 
EMT-I; Pauline Erekson, 
EMT; Mike Farris, LP, 
administrator; and Mistee 
Splawn, ECA.



Local & Regional EMS News

extrication and other types of 
emergency rescues, the Texas 
Fire Training School at College 
Station is one of the largest 
schools for training firefighters 
and emergency responders in 
the world. More than 50,000 
people from the U.S. and many 
foreign countries come to the 
school to train each year. The 
school also includes a 52-acre 
area known as Disaster City, 
where emergency response to 
collapsed building, mock train 
derailments and other search 
and rescue scenarios can be 
practiced with life-sized props.  
The National Emergency Re
sponse and Rescue Training 
Center, part of the Texas Fire 
Training School, was established

in 1998 to teach response and 
preparedness for weapons of 
mass destruction and terrorism.  
The school is administered by 
the Texas Engineering Extension 
Service, a member of the Texas 
A&M University system.  

MedStar participates in 
Vial of Life program 

MedStar of Fort Worth re
cently started to hand out Vial of 
Life forms and decals to program 
participants. Participants in the 
Vial of Life program receive a 
small, magnetized container with 
medical forms and the Vial of 
Life decal. The participants then 
place the completed medical 
forms in the small container in

the refrigerator and the decal 
on the front door. Then, if the 
participant needs emergency 
medical care and is unable to 
communicate, MedStar person
nel are trained to look for this 
decal and this container of in
formation.  

MVEMS receives 
Hometown Heroes grant 

from Wal-Mart 

McGregor Volunteer EMS 
recently received a $1,000 
Hometown Heroes grant from 
Wal-Mart. MVEMS had been 
nominated for the award by an 
unknown source. The grant 
monies will be used to purchase 
medical equipment for MVEMS.

McGregor Volunteer EMS recently received a Hometown Heroes grant from Wal-Mart. The $1,000 grant will be used to 
purchase new medical equipment.  
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Nurse honored for 
saving officer's life 

In September, Tina Mainz, a 
registered nurse at Cook Chil
dren's Specialty Clinic, was hon
ored by Lewisville officials at a 
city council meeting for rendering 
life-saving aid to Anthony 
Tamayo, a police officer. In July, 
she was following a police cruiser 
when a backhoe, traveling back
wards, shifted its bucket into traf
fic. The bucket hit the cruiser, 
pushing it into the middle lane of 
traffic. The police vehicle was 
then hit by a tractor trailer, and 
sent spinning into a concrete pil
lar in the construction area.  
Mainz, a former paramedic and 
emergency room nurse, immedi
ately stopped and rendered aid, 
and had a passenger in her vehi
cle call 9-1-1. The officer's airway 
was obstructed because of the 
way he had landed, so she 
cleared his airway while holding 
his head steady. She stayed on 
scene until other police officers 
arrived and began emergency 
medical aid. Tamayo, released 
from the hospital shortly before 
the city council meeting, met 
Mainz for the first time at the cer
emony and was still undergoing 
therapy for his injuries. The 
backhoe and tractor trailer drivers 
were transported, treated for inju
ries and released. Mainz was also 
given the Police Appreciation 
Award by the Lewisville PD.  

Local newspaper features 
article about EMS grants 

The Amarillo Globe News re
cently ran an article about three

Panhandle first responders re
ceiving grant monies from the 
Office of Rural Community 
Affairs, Rural EMS Enhance
ment Grant Program. Grants 
were awarded to Bailey 
County EMS for $8,987; 
Bovina EMS (Parmer County) 
for $8,987; and Castro County 
EMS for $8,850. The grant 
funding will be used to pro
vide certification courses and 
training and to purchase 
medical and communications 
equipment.

TEXAS EMS CERTIFICATIONS 

AS OF 

DECEMBER 13, 2004 

ECA 4,557 
EMT 26,915 
EMT-I 3,726 
EMT-P 10,204 
LP 5,487 
TOTAL 50,889 

COORDINATOR 357 
INSTRUCTOR 1,870

And from the "that's weird" file: English dentists recently 
documented a case of tooth self-extraction associated with the use of 
the hallucinatory drug GHB (gamma-hydroxybutyric acid). Medics 
were called to the scene by a neighbor concerned about screaming in 
the house and found a 25-year-old woman and a 30-year-old man in 
the house. They also found a mirror, a pair of pliers and a bowl con
taining 18 human teeth. Upon examination, they found fresh tooth 
sockets in the woman's mouth. The man was initially charged with 
assault, but those charges were dropped when forensic dentists deter
mined that the teeth had been self-extracted by the woman during an 
extended period of GHB use. The woman told the court that she had 
removed her own teeth in an attempt to stop a "luminous green and 
pink fly" from choking her.  

Would you like to present a workshop 
at Texas EMS Conference 2005? 

We've just finished the 2004 conference and we've got to starting 

planning 2005! The Call for Presentations packages for preconfer

ence and conference workshops are available on the website at 

www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ems/05Presentations.htm. The deadline 

for proposals is February 1, 2005. For more information, email 

Kelly. Harrel l@dshs.state.tx.us.
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By Linda Reyes

EMS Stan da rds

Q: When will we be able to 
electronically submit initial 
certification applications through 
the TexasOnline site? 

A: It is scheduled to be available 
in January 2005. Keep your eye on 
our web site because we'll post a 
message to let you know as soon as 
the online site goes live for initial 
applications. We will provide a link 
to the TexasOnline site for initial 
applications from our website.  

Q: Did EMS certification 
application fees increase? 

A: Yes. Initial certification 
application fees increased on 
November 1, 2004. Download your 
application from our web site to 
ensure you are submitting the correct 
application and fee. Applications 
received with incorrect fees will be 
considered deficient, which will 
cause a delay in your certification or 
licensure.  

Q: I attended the Texas EMS 
Conference in Austin in November.  
What documentation should I keep 
as proof of the continuing education 
(CE) hours I accrued? 

A: You are responsible for 
keeping up with your CE 
documentation for a period of five 
years. If you are selected for audit, 
you will send us copies of your CE 
booklet. Each of our conference CE 
booklets contains a recorded number 
which is printed on the front cover, 
in addition to a unique number 
which was issued at each workshop 
you attended. EMS conference CE 

24 Texas EMS Magazine January/February 2005

booklets cannot be replaced or 
duplicated.  

Q: I failed the National Registry 
EMT-basic exam. How do I retest? 

A: If you completed a Texas
approved course, you can schedule 
another exam appointment through 
our online exam scheduler on our 
web site: www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 
ems/EMSExamintroduction.htm. You 
are not required to pay another state 
application fee, but you will submit 
another completed NR application 
and NR fee payment at the test site.  
The NR application is available on 
their web site at: www.nremt.org 

Q: I'm a registered nurse as 
well as state-certified paramedic.  
Can I use my nursing CE hours 
toward CE credit for renewing my 
paramedic card? 

A: Possibly. You can use the CE 
if the offering is approved by one of 
the recognized CE accrediting 
agencies listed in Policy *-A. Read 
the list of recognized accrediting 
agencies at: www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 
ems/sotherce.htm 

Web address: www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 
ems 

EMS Standards home page: www.tdh.  
state.tx.us/hcqs/ems/stndhome. htm 

Internet certification verification now 
on website 

Certification verification phone line: 
512-834-6769 

Fax number: 512-834-6714 
[mail address: emscert@dshs.state.tx.us



By Anthony Viscon, EMT-P

FAQMS Educaton
Q. Some time ago, when the issue 

of "options" to recertify was being 
considered, I recall five options were 
presented. On the recertification 
application, I notice only four options 
available. Whatever happened to the 
fifth option? 

A. The "fifth" recertification option 
is the CCMP and has not yet been 
approved and therefore is not available 
as a recertification option. The CCMP 
option that you are referring to 
requires the certified individual to be a 
member of an EMS provider service 
with an approved Comprehensive 
Clinical Management Program (CCMP).  
This option has been under review by 
the GETAC's Medical Directors 
Committee. The members of this 
committee have been tasked with 
reviewing the option, piloting the 
project, reviewing the results, and 
implementing the process. Once 
implemented, it will become an option 
for recertification.  

Q. There has been a lot of 
discussion on the issue of an "EMS 
Scope of Practice." What does this 
mean and how will it affect my 
ability to work in Texas? 

A. The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the 
Health Resources and Human Services 
Administration (HRSA) funded a 
project as part of the realization of the 
EMS Agenda for the future. A group 
was assembled to research and review 
the development and implementation 
of a national EMS scope of practice.  
"Scope of Practice," as defined in the 
draft document, is "...the parameters 
of various duties or services that may 
be provided by an individual with

specific credentials. Whether regulated 
by rule, statute, or court decision, it 
tends to represent the limits of services 
an individual may perform." Many 
health care practitioners (doctors, nurses, 
therapists, etc.) have defined scopes of 
practice that outline public expectations 
and individual responsibilities within 
their profession.  

It is too early to determine what 
impact this will have on EMS in Texas, 
but a national scope of practice will 
affect EMS across the nation. We 
encourage you to read the draft 
document available at 
www.emsscopeofpractice.org and to 
submit your comments to the address 
found within the document. The above 
web page also has links to the 
organizations and documents that are 
the source of project.  

Q. I won't be 18 years old by the 
time I finish my EMT class. Can I still 
take the exam for certification? 

A. Unfortunately, no. Although 
Texas once allowed individuals to apply 
for certification and take the test as long 
as they turned 18 within one year from 
course completion date, since we now 
utilize the national registry exam as our 
certification test, we must abide by their 
rules and they will not allow you to test 
before the age of 18. However, your 
course completion is good for two years 
(skills for one year) and you can test 
once you turn 18 if you do so within 
two years of course completion. You 
may need to have your skills re
evaluated if you test more than one year 
from course completion. For more 
information please reference the web 
page of the National Registry of EMTs 
at www.nremt.org.
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See pages 5 and 
16 for more 
information 
regarding the draft 
National EMS 
Scope of Practice.



Texas EMS Photo Cc

T -is year's contest brought in some excellent photos. The final 
entry count was 184 photos-and 
that's a lot of photos.  

All photos are displayed at Texas 
EMS Conference -or everyone tc look 
at. The photo contest is a very popular 
exhibit and all attendees get a vote. It 
is usually when attendees are looking 
at the photo contest display that peo
ple say they are going to enter the 
next year's photo contest.  

After the votes were counted, the 
grand prize photo was taken by Greg 
Lawson of Wichita Falls for the Timnes; 
Record News. The photo shows a para-

medic holding an injured child from a 
one-car crash.  

The second and third place pho
tos were taken by Wayne Tormblinson, 
freelance photographer for the 
Clejiurne Times. Both photos show fire
fighters fighting fires-the second 
place photo shows a farm house that 
was completed destroyed and the 
third place photo shows a mobile 
home fire that started in the water 
heater closet.  

In the honorable mention plhoto, 
a surgeon, paramedics, flight nurses 
and a deputy sheriff assist someone 
involved in a tractor accident. This
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The grand prize photo, 
above, was taken by Greg 
Lawson of Wichita Falls.



photo was taken by Joe Duty from the 
Wise County Messenger.  

Photos entered in the contest are 
used by the Office of EMS/Trauma 
Systems Coordination for Texas EMS 
Magazine, brochures, the website and 
displays.  

Keep your digital camera ready or 
your regular camera loaded with film 
and be ready to snap the winning 
photo entry in the 2005 Texas EMS 
Photo Contest. Look for an entry form 
in Texas EMS Magazine or on our web
site at: www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ems.  
-Jan Brizendine 

Right, the honorable mention photo was taken by 
Joe Duty from the Wise County Messenger.

test
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Wayne Tomblinson, freelance photographer 
frr the Cleburn2 Times, took !he second 
place photo, top of the page, and the third 
place photo, bottom left.
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Food, fun, education and networking: 3,000 
people attend Texas EMS Conference 2004 

T he rains came, and then they came some 
more. Two choppers had to pull out between 

storms to do rescues. And the South Texas Region
al Advisory Council group was called into action 
when that region got upwards of 15 inches of rain.  
And then miraculously, the sun came out just an 
hour before the exhibit hall closed, and the rest of 
the helicopters were able to move out on time 
from the exhibit hall. Conference organizers were 
busily coming up with Plan B if the rain had kept 
the helicopters grounded. But any conference coor
dinator would prefer the rain to a sleet and ice 
storm like we had a few years ago in Fort Worth.  

Our 2,100 paid attendees-nearly 3,200 total
stayed dry in the Austin Convention Center. And 
those attendees had access to some of the best ed
ucation around, with more than 150 workshops to 
choose from. The stellar line-up included Bob Page, 
Dr. Paul Pepe, Dr. Ed Racht, Scott Bolleter, David 
Phillips, Ken Bouvier, and many, many others. You 
really can't beat the quality of our workshops.  
Thanks to the Texas EMS Foundation for helping 
with the workshops.  

The preconference classes were also popular 
with great topics ranging from high angle and cave 
rescue to Advanced Burn Life Support. The cadaver 
lab proved one of the most popular and unforget
table courses. Because it took place at the medical 
examiner's office, attendees got to view two au

topsies in addition to the hands-on work they did 
on the cadaver. We're looking at bringing that 
class back next year. We'll be making a call for pre
sentations this month, looking for speakers who 
were popular choices and who fill some of the top
ic requests you made on your evaluations.  

And if you didn't get to the Awards Luncheon, 
you missed an incredibly moving tribute to those 
who died in the line of duty. The Lubbock Honor 
Guard makes an unforgettable presentation.  

Top photo, the exhibit hall had thousands of two-legged visitors, The new Austin Hilton was a popular choice 
and one four-legged. Max, the rescue dog, got a chance to visit with for attendees, and just a short walk across the 
attendees and vendors. street. Next year we will be back in Austin, so 

Bottom photo, the moulage class was a hands-on exercise - at- make your reservations early if you'd like to stay 
tendees spent time making up all kinds of injuries, including burns at the Hilton. We'll see you next year in Austin
for the Advanced Burn Life Su port class afew doors down. and let's hope for a little sunshine. -Kelly Harrell 
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Top photo, Monday's lunch gave attendees a chance to 
resT their feet - and then go back into the exhibit ha1lfor 
some brovsir g.  

Center left. the exhibit hall attracted thousands 9f visi
tors beginning on Sunday. Admission to the exhibir hall 
was free nd open to anyone.  

Bottom photo, the Pediatric Prehospital Ccurse covered 
the care of little pat ents using textbooks and skills sta
tions. The course attracted national faculty and was spon
sored in part by 'he EMS for Children grait a' DSHS.  

Above, Bob Page's class Edutaiment was a ig hit with 
educators, whc learned tricks and tips to ho'd s rtderts'at
ten ion during classes.  
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Many conference evaluations say that the exhibit hall was the best ever.  
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2004 Texas EMS Conference exhibits 

No, I don't need an umbrella
N o, I don't need an umbrella-famous last words. Record rainfalls for Austin fell as 
helicopters and ambulances began moving into 
the Austin Convention Center. And then the 
rain continued. Once you got inside the huge 
convention center, you couldn't tell there was a 
flood going on outside.  

In Texas, if you want to see EMS state-of-the 
art equipment, the yearly Texas EMS Conference is 
the place to see it. Every year exhibitors line up to 
register for a booth. We always end up with a 
waiting list.  

Ten helicopters landed in between down
pours. The huge 134,000 square foot exhibit hall 
filled quickly and efficiently with more EMS 
equipment than most EMS people can think of.  

An unusual situation occurred when Austin/ 
Travis County STARFlight had to pull its helicopter 
from the exhibit hall to join its other helicopters 
called out to rescue people who tried to cross low
water crossings.  

We want to thank Southwest Helicopters for 
sponsoring the little bears on the Awards Luncheon 
tables. And thanks to Revenue Rescue and Zumro 
Emergency Shelters, who sponsored the printed con
ference program. And finally, we also owe a big 
thank you to Casey Ping with Austin/Travis County 
EMS for coordinating the helicopter move-in and 
move-out. This is a com
plicated process and we 
couldn't have done it 
without him.  

The 2005 Texas EMS 
Conference exhibit hall 
floorplan should be i 
ready in February. We 
will be in the Austin 
Convention Center 
again. And yes, we have 
several exhibitors who 
have already requested 
booths. -Jan Brizendine 'am a
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Agitated Delirium: 
Ethical use of 

restraint 

The police request an ambulance 
response to a local motel for a 50
year-old male with a history of 
schizophrenia. The officers state 
that the patient had been yelling, 
breaking furniture and halluci
nating. After an initial struggle, 
the patient is manually re
strained and strapped to the am
bulance stretcher in the supine 
position. Even restrained, the pa
tient continues to struggle and 
EMS personnel are unable to ob
tain a reliable set of vital signs.  

By Kenny Navarro, LP 

PHOTO FOR ILLUSTRATION ONLY.  

THIS PHOTO WAS ENTERED IN THE 2002 TEXAS EMS PHOTO 

CONTEST. THE PHOTOGRAPHER IS CHRISTOPHER AMOS OF 

THE COMM UNITY NEWS-ALEDO.
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Objectives: 

Upon completion of thi 
module, the participant 
able to: 

1. Describe agitated d 
and the pathophysi 
can lead to sudden 

2. List factors that sho 
taken into consider 
when using physica 
straint.  

3. Describe the manag 
the agitated deliriu

The patient's skin is warm and dry, 
the pupils are midrange and reactive, 
and there are no obvious signs of trau
ma. En route to the hospital, the pa
tient becomes less combative and there 
is a marked decrease in the patient's 

level of consciousness.  
Upon arrival at the 

hospital, the patient has 
deteriorated into car

s CE diopulmonary arrest.  
will be The initial ECG shows 

asystole and, despite an 
aggressive resuscitation 

elirium attempt, the patient dies.  

deaythat Agitated delirium 
Agitated delirium, 

uld be sometimes referred to as 

nation excited delirium, is a 

1 re- syndrome characterized 
by a sudden onset of 
bizarre and violent 

cement of behavior, generally 
empaient. accompanied by hyper
m patient. activity, combativeness, 

periods of seemingly 
super-human strength, 

paranoid delusions, shouting, 
hallucinations and/or hyperthermia., 2 

The syndrome was first observed in 
the early 1980s.3 There are many 
possible underlying causes including 
psychiatric disorders, drug abuse, 
alcohol withdrawal and head injury.  
In some cases, the patient may 
suddenly deteriorate into respiratory 
or cardiopulmonary arrest after being 
physically or chemically restrained.14 -8 

Since EMS may be called to intervene 
with little information about the 
patient's medical history, extreme 
caution must be taken when utilizing 
any restraint technique.  

Very little is known about the inci
dence of agitated delirium. Case re-

ports generally cluster during the sum
mer months and in areas with high 
heat and high humidity. 9 Victims of all 
sizes have been reported, but those 
with a body mass index in the upper 
three quartiles seem to have a higher 
incidence of fatal events.0 Evidence of 
stimulant use is reported to be a fre
quent associated factor. 8,10,11 

What causes sudden death in 
agitated delirium? 

There are several predominant the
ories as to the cause of sudden death in 
patients suffering from agitated deliri
um. These include positional asphyxia, 
accumulation of metabolic waste prod
ucts at the cellular level (metabolic aci
dosis), sudden severe breakdown of 
muscle tissue (rhabdomyolysis), and 
cardiovascular stress caused by the 
body's release of adrenaline. Let's ex
amine each of these possible causes.  

Positional asphyxia 
Positional asphyxia has been sug

gested as a culprit because of the fre
quency with which cardiopulmonary 
arrest develops soon after the patient is 
placed into physical restraint in a 
prone position or after being "hog
tied."5 ,7,8 ,12 -1 4 The "hog-tied," or Hobble 
position, also known as the total ap
pendage restraint procedure (TARP), 
typically involves placing the patient 
prone with the hands tied to the ankles 
behind the back. 78 15 It has been sug
gested that this position makes it diffi
cult for the chest wall to expand and 
the diaphragm to contract during inha
lation.5 

In the out-of-hospital environment, 
restraint asphyxia is a term that ex
pands the concept of positional as
phyxia to include the "take-down" of a 
violent individual.16 Usually, the pa-
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tient is forced to the ground with the 
arms held behind the back. During 
the struggle, the chest is frequently 
compressed across the posterior tho
rax as the officer's knee and body 
weight is placed on the patient's back.  
The patient is then frequently re
strained with the hands secured be
hind the back and often lies or is 
transported in a prone position. All of 
these factors may restrict the movement 
of the chest wall and contribute to hy
poxia.  

During a six-year period in Los 
Angeles County, 216 cases of excited 
delirium requiring law enforcement 
restraint were encountered by the 
EMS system." All had been placed in 
some form of Hobble restraint, either 
loosely or tightly, and the overwhelm
ing majority were found in the prone 
position when encountered by EMS.  
All struggled with police after the re
straint was in place, and roughly ten 
percent of the patients had a cardiac 
arrest witnessed by the paramedics.  

All of the cardiac arrests were un
anticipated and were preceded by a 
short period where the patient 
stopped struggling and developed a la
bored or shallow breathing pattern.  
Each arrest underwent an aggressive re
suscitation effort, but none survived.  

During a seven-year period in On
tario, Canada, there were 21 reported 
cases of unexpected death associated 
with excited delirium.8 All were asso
ciated with restraint either in a prone 
position or with pressure applied to 
the neck. All had suddenly lapsed 
into tranquility shortly after restraint.  

The Hobble position as a cause of 
death or a contributing factor is con
troversial. One laboratory study sug
gests the effects of this position on the 
respiratory function of healthy volun-

teers is inconclusive.15 17 Another re
searcher has demonstrated that 
healthy volunteers placed in the Hob
ble restraint after a period of intense 
physical activity had decreased pul
monary function values, but no hy
poxia or hypercarbia was detected 
during repeated arterial blood gas 
measurements.15 Similar results were 
observed in patients sprayed with 
oleoresin capsicum spray and placed 
in the Hobble position.18 Bear in 
mind, however, that these studies 
were conducted on healthy volun
teers and not on patients suffering 
from agitated delirium.  

Regardless, the U.S. Department 
of Justice has issued guidelines on the 
use of restraints cautioning against 
the Hobble position.19 Additionally, 
the National Association of EMS Phy
sicians published a position paper 
warning EMS personnel to not use 
the Hobble position.20 

Metabolic acidosis 
In a series of case studies, one 

researcher suggested metabolic acido
sis as a possible cause of sudden 
death during agitated delirium. 21 The 
acidosis was associated with sudden 
cardiovascular collapse in patients 
who had struggled against the re
straint. Insufficient oxygen delivery 
to the tissues, as might occur with re
strictive positioning, results in anaer
obic metabolism, which produces 
lactic acid. This, coupled with altered 
pain sensation resulting from the psy
chosis and delirium encountered, 
create a maximum stimulation of the 
sympathetic nervous system which 
increases oxygen demand and further 
increases the production of lactic 
acid. It is possible that early sedation 
with benzodiazepines may decrease
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the mortality rates, but this has yet to 
be studied.  

Rhabdomyolysis 
Other researchers have suggested 

rhabdomyolysis, or breakdown in mus
cle tissue, as a possible contributing fac
tor.9 This syndrome has been found in 
a number of patients with agitated de
lirium resulting from cocaine intoxica
tion,' 10 but more than 150 other drugs 
and toxins have also been implicated22 

as well as excessive muscular exertion, 
physical trauma and genetic factors.  

During rhabdomyolysis, muscle 
cells disintegrate and release massive 
quantities of toxic cell components and 
electrolytes into the bloodstream.2 3,4 
These substances damage the kidneys, 2 

contribute to dangerous electrolyte im
balances, 22 and significantly alter the 
acid-base balance of the blood
stream.2426 In addition, massive 
amounts of fluid can accumulate in the 
damaged muscle2

1
2 7 which can contrib

ute to a profound cardiovascular col
lapse.  

Cardiovascular stress 
It is widely accepted that stress in

creases mortality in patients with pre
existing heart disease.' 28 In an excited 
state, natural catecholamine release 
promotes the metabolism of glucose in 
the skeletal muscle with an increased 
production of heat and cellular waste 
products. If oxygen levels are insuffi
cient in the face of this increased meta
bolic rate, anaerobic metabolism begins, 
with its resultant increase in the pro
duction of lactic acid. It has also been 
demonstrated that the natural catechola
mine release associated with stress reac
tions enhances the toxicity of cocaine 
leading to seizures, respiratory arrest and 
cardiac arrest in rats.29

Management of agitated 
delirium 

A delicate balance must be main
tained during encounters with pa
tients suffering from agitated 
delirium. These patients are frequent
ly destructive, and every precaution 
must be taken to ensure the safety of 
the rescue team. On the other hand, 
if the patient is handled too roughly 
or continues to struggle against re
straints, he or she may develop pro
found metabolic abnormalities which 
can quickly lead to cardiac arrest.  

Before resorting to physical re
straint, other less forceful tactics 
should be attempted. Approach agi
tated or violent individuals with ex
treme caution and as calmly as 
possible. Avoid direct eye contact and 
do not violate their personal space.  
Nothing useful will come from antag
onizing them. Be mindful of the fact 
that the mere presence of a police of
ficer may be enough to cause the pa
tient to lose control.  

The use of restraint can never be 
justified as a means of forcing treat
ment on someone who has the legal 
right to make their own decisions.  
Competent people have the right to 
determine the course of their own 
medical care, including the right to 
refuse the treatment which medical 
professionals deem appropriate.  
However, if the patient is not capable 
of fully comprehending his or her med
ical condition or the consequences of 
refusing medical care, you have an ethi
cal obligation to care for him or her.  

Should it become necessary to re
sort to physical tactics, make sure 
there are sufficient EMS or police per
sonnel to overwhelm the patient and 
reduce the risk of injury for everyone 
involved. As a general rule, five or six
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people are necessary for a safe take
down. Every effort should be made to 
avoid injuring the patient during the 
take-down and restraint.  

In general, EMS systems should not 
use hard restraints, such as handcuffs.  
Soft or leather restraints will reduce 
the possibility of injury to the patient.  
A four-point or six-point restraining 
strategy is also recommended. 2 This 
involves tethering the arms at the 
wrists and the legs at the ankles (for 
the four-point position) and tethering 
the thighs just above the knees for the 
six-point position.  

It is also been suggested that pa
tients not be tethered to the stretcher 
itself, but rather to a backboard. If the 
patient were tied to the stretcher, they 
would have to be untied for transfer to 
the care of emergency room personnel.  
If tied to a backboard, the board could 
be transferred to the hospital bed with
out releasing the patient. Additionally, 
if the patient were to vomit during 
transport, having them tied to a back
board would allow for quick reposi
tioning of the patient to prevent 
aspiration.  

Patients should never be restrained 
in the prone position. This position 
may restrict the movement of the res
piratory muscles, which could lead to 
significant hypoxia. Keep the patient 
in a supine or lateral position as this 
position allows maximum access to the 
patient's airway and has been shown to 
restrict chest excursion. To prevent 
spitting or biting, you could place a 
non-rebreather oxygen mask over the 
patient's face making sure that the oxy
gen flow is sufficient to prevent collapse 
of the reservoir bag. Placing a properly
sized cervical collar may also limit mobil
ity of the patient's head.  

Once restrained, the patient should

never be left alone. Cardiac arrest as
sociated with positioning and agitated 
delirium generally develops quickly.  
The patient must be frequently reas
sessed in order to detect problems ear
ly. As previously mentioned, many 
patients who develop cardiac arrest 
while being restrained display a period 
of lethargy immediately prior to the ar
rest.  

If possible, same sex EMS person
nel should accompany restrained pa
tients so as to reduce the allegations of 
improper conduct.2 This is especially 
true in systems which employ chemical 
restraint in addition to physical restraint.  

EMS personnel must always assess 
for and rule out correctable causes of 
delirium, such as hypoglycemia or hy
poxia. Place the patient on a pulse 
oximeter which will help establish a 
baseline oxygen saturation value. If 
the saturation values are low, adminis
ter oxygen. Monitor pulse oximetry 
values throughout transport, and be 
alert for changes which may signal im
pending cardiovascular failure.  

Monitor the patient's respiratory 
pattern. An excessively deep, rapid 
breathing pattern known as Kuss
maul's respirations is frequently seen 
in diabetic ketoacidosis and may be an 
indicator of excessive acid levels in the 
patient's bloodstream. If Kussmaul's 
respirations are present, begin trans
port as soon as possible.  

In one metropolitan EMS system, 
nine percent of the violent patients 
found were suffering from hypoglyce
mia.30 Perform a blood glucose analy
sis using a glucometer and a small 
sample of capillary blood. If hypogly
cemia is found, treat with oral glucose 
as long as the patient can protect his or 
her own airway or begin transport as 
soon as possible.  
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Once the immediate threat 
of physical harm has been con
trolled by the application of 
physical restraint, paramedics 
should strongly consider the use 
of a benzodiazepine sedative, es
pecially if the patient is continu
ing to struggle.  

Reversal of hyperthermia.  
should be another immediate 
priority. Some researchers have 
noted that patients who die 
from restrained excited deliri
um almost, always are hyper
thermic.' Rectal temperatures 
of 1080 F have been reported.12 

Aggressively initiate and main
tain cooling measures, such as 
placing icepacks in the axilla and 
groin areas and covering the pa
tient with wet sheets and fanning 
them. Infusion with cooled IV 
solutions should also be em
ployed as quickly as possible.  

Summary 
Patients with agitated deliri

um are at risk for the develop
ment of sudden death.  
Although the exact mechanisms 
that contribute to death appear 
to be multi-factorial, EMS per
sonnel must be very careful 
during warm humid weather, 
in patients who are overweight 
or have struggled with the po
lice if stimulant abuse is sus
pected. If physical restraint is 
used, they should not be placed 
in such a way as to interfere 
with the patient's chest wall 
movement. Agitated patients in 
restraint must be monitored very 
carefully; cardiac arrest is almost 
always preceded bya short peri
od of inactivity.
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CE questions-patient assessment

Agitated Delirium

1. Another term used for agitated 
delirium is:

A.  
B.  
C.  
D.  
E.

excited delirium.  
restraint asphyxia.  
restraint psychosis.  
positional asphyxia.  
All of the above

2 Which of the following charac
teristics are commonly associated 
with agitated delirium? 

A. sudden onset of bizarre and 
violent behavior 

B. hyperactivity 
C. hallucinations 
D. hyperthermia 
E. All of the above 

3. Which of the following condi
tions can cause cases of agitated 
delirium?

A.  
B.  
C.  
D.  
E.

head injury 
drug abuse 
alcohol withdrawal 
psychiatric disorders 
All of the above

4. In some cases of agitated deliri
um, cardiovascular arrest may oc
cur suddenly after being 
physically restrained.

A.  
B.

True 
False

5. All of the following factors 
have been linked to an in
creased risk for sudden death 
in the agitated delirium patient 
EXCEPT 

A. High environmental temp
eratures and humidity 

B. Increased body mass index 
C. Evidence of stimulant use 
D. Criminal history 
E. All of the above have been 

linked.  

6. All of the following restraint 
positions have been associated 
with cardiovascular arrest in the 
agitated delirium patient EX
CEPT the:

A.  
B.  
C.  
D.  
E.

prone position.  
Hobble position.  
"hog-tied" position.  
lateral recumbent position.  
All of the above have been 
linked.

7. The reason that the Hobble po
sition causes the agitated deliri
um patient to deteriorate into 
cardiovascular arrest is probably 
because that position: 

A. slows the nerve impulse 
from the brain to the heart.  

B. electrically stimulates the 
heart causing ventricular 
fibrillation.  

C. causes the kidney to manu
facture dangerous amounts 
of cellular toxins.  

D. makes it difficult for the 
respiratory muscles to func
tion well during inhalation.  

E. All of the above

8. In the prehospital environment, the 
term restraint asphyxia is sometimes 
used for positional asphyxia when 
violent individuals must be forcibly 
"taken down." 

A. True 
B. False 

9. Which of the following organiza
tions have issued warnings about 
the use of the Hobble position? 

A. U.S. Department of Justice 
B. National Association of EMS 

Physicians 
C. Both of the above 
D. None of the above 

10. The breakdown of muscle tissue, 
which releases massive quantities 
of toxic cell components and elec
trolytes into the bloodstream, is 
known as:

A.  
B.  
C.  
D.  
E.

rhabdomyolysis.  
metabolic acidosis.  
positional asphyxia.  
cardiovascular stress.  
All of the above

11. During rhabdomyolysis, which of 
the following pathophysiologies 
occur? 

A. Toxic cell components 
damage the kidney.  

B. Dangerous electrolyte 
imbalances develop.  

C. The acid-base balance of the 
bloodstream is significantly 
altered.  

D. Massive amounts of fluid 
accumulate in the damaged 
muscle.  

E. All of the above
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CE questions-patient assessment 

Agitated Delirium

12. The most important step that 
must be taken when dealing 
with the agitated delirium pa
tients is: 

A. control the patient's airway.  
B. provide for the safety of the 

patient.  
C. to ensure the safety of the 

rescue team.  
D. prevent the patient from 

struggling against restraints.  
E. All of the above 

13. Which of the following actions 
is an INNAPPROPRIATE strate
gy for approaching and manag
ing violent patients? 

A. Respecting the patient's 
personal space.  

B. Approaching with extreme 
caution and as calmly as 
possible.  

C. Considering less forceful 
tactics before resorting to 
physical restraint.  

D. Making direct eye contact to 
establish your control over 
the situation.  

E. All of the above 

14. Which of the following strate
gies is NOT recommended for 
managing and restraining agitat
ed delirium patients? 

A. Use soft or leather restraints.  
B. Tether the patient securely 

to the stretcher.  
C. Adopt a four-point or six 

point restraining position.  
D. Make sure there are enough 

personnel to overwhelm the 
patient.  

E. All of the above

15. Which of the following strate
gies is recommended for the re
straint of the agitated 
delirium patient? 

A. Restrain the patient in a 
prone position.  

B. Bandage the patient's mouth 
to prevent biting.  

C. Leave the patient alone so as 
not to agitate them.  

D. Same sex EMS personnel 
should accompany restrained 
patients.  

E. All of the above 

16. In the management of the re
strained agitated delirium pa
tient, which of the following is 
NOT true concerning the pulse 
oximeter? 

A. It establishes a baseline 
oxygen saturation value.  

B. It may indicate the presence 
of ventricular fibrillation.  

C. It may indicate the need for 
supplemental oxygen.  

D. It may signal impending 
cardiovascular failure.  

E. All of the above 

17. An excessively deep and rapid 
breathing pattern suggesting ele
vated acid levels in the patient's 
bloodstream is known as: 

A. tachypnea.  
B. Kussmaul's respiration.  
C. Cheyne-Stokes respirations.  
D. central neurogenic 

hyperventilation.  
E. None of the above

18. Hypoglycemia is almost never 
the cause of agitated delirium.  

A. True 
B. False 

19. To prevent the patient from 
struggling against the restraints, 
which of the following is the 
BEST strategy? 

A. Requesting a paramedic 
intercept for sedation 

B. Increasing the number of 
restraints.  

C. Tightening the restraints 
already in place.  

D. Using physical force.  
E. All of the above 

20. Elevated body temperature is al
most never seen in sudden 
death from agitated delirium.  

A. True 
B. False
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A recent study published in 
Neuropsychopharmacology charted the ef
fects of mild alcohol consumption on a 
driver's brain. The test subjects did 
several simulated drives in a brain
scanning device after consuming alco
holic drinks intended to only raise their 
blood alcohol levels to 0.04 or 0.08 or 
consuming a placebo, a drink contain

ing only trace amounts of alcohol and 
served in a glass that strongly smelled of 
alcohol. Scientists found that the first al
coholic drink only slightly impaired gross 
motor activities and actually helped the 
subjects drive better and slower, possibly 
because they were aware of the possibili
ty of being impaired, than they did when 
they were sober. The second drink 
caused significant impairment of gross 
motor functioning; however, the alco
hol's worse effects appeared to be within 
the brain's orbitofrontal cortex, the area 
of the brain that controls error monitor
ing and inhibition. The scientists found 
that the subjects who had had two drinks 
and thus should have blood alcohol lev
els of 0.08 tended to drive faster, were 
less attentive to staying in one lane and 
were involved in more simulated colli
sions. From The New York Times, "Reme
dies: This Is Your Brain on Beer," by John 
O'Neil, November 30, 2004.  

Getting your small child to sleep 
better through the night might be as easy 
as spending more time outside. British 
researchers recently studied six-week to 
12-week old babies and found that the 
good sleepers were exposed to twice as 
much light between noon and 4 pm as 
the problem sleepers. They found no 
sleep pattern differences in morning and 
evening light exposures. The researchers 
used light monitors that could be at
tached to strollers to estimate the amount 
of time each baby had been exposed to 
light. The researchers theorized that 
since the body's circadian rhythms are

being set between six and 12 weeks, ba
bies who are exposed to more light dur
ing the afternoon were more likely to 
have more regulated melatonin produc
tion and to sleep more soundly. Mela
tonin is a brain chemical that reacts to 
light and help regulate sleep. Research
ers also conceded that the findings 
might simply reflect mothers with more 
energy since they and their babies were 
getting more sleep. From The New York 
Times, "Child Rearing: A Stroller, for 
Sounder Sleep," by John O'Neil, No
vember 30, 2004.  

in an effort to find and treat lung 
cancer earlier, scientists are studying 
whether computed tomography (CT) 
scans can detect cancer earlier. The In
ternational Early Lung Cancer Action 
study reviewed more than 27,000 cases 
of high-risk individuals and found that 
more than 400 were diagnosed with 

British researchers recently 
studied six-week to 12-week 
old babies and found that the 
good sleepers were exposed 

to twice as much light 
between noon and 4 pm as 

the problem sleepers.  

cancer, mostly in the early stages. The 
study also found that 96 percent of 
those individuals who had surgical re
moval of the cancer following the CT 
scan have not had the cancer return, af
ter following those individuals for more 
than four years. The most common 
cause of cancer death, lung cancer is 
usually only diagnosed in its incurable 
advanced stages and has a five-year sur
vival rate of only 15 percent. From USA 
TODAY, "CT scans studied in lung can
cer screening," November 30, 2004.
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Researchers studying insurance 
files recently found that people with 
mental disorders were more likely to de
velop brain tumors and to develop those 
tumors at younger ages than the general 
population. They theorized that psy
chotic symptoms occurring for the first 
time in an older person or dementia, de
lirium, confusion or memory loss in a 
young person might actually be the first 
symptoms of a brain tumor, developing 
before other neurological symptoms.  
The researchers studied more than 
700,000 cancer patients, ages 18 to 64, 
from Iowa and South Dakota, excluding 
any patient who filed a mental health 
claim after his or her cancer diagnosis, in 
case the cancer diagnosis influenced his 
or her mental health status. The re
searchers also found a higher rate of 
lung cancer in mental health patients but 
were not surprised by this result, be
cause mentally ill individuals are known 
to smoke more than the general public.  
From Houston Chronicle, "Mental illness 
may be a sign of cancer," by Hilary E.  
MacGrego, November 18, 2004.  

E at apples to keep your cells 

healthy! Cells exposed to the antioxi
dant quercetin resist damage from free 
radicals much better than those not 
treated. Antioxidants are chemical com
pounds that counteract the damage done 
to cells by free radicals, chemicals gener
ated by sunlight, stress and the chemical 
reactions of the body. Scientists soaked 
rat brain cells in quercetin or vitamin C, 
another strong antioxidant, and then ex
posed those cells and cells not treated to 
hydrogen peroxide to simulate the cell 
damage believe to happen with Alzhe
imer's disease. They found that the 
quercetin-treated cells have significantly 
less damage than either the cells treated 
with vitamin C or cells not treated at all.  
Based on serving size, fresh apples have 
the highest levels of quercetin than other

fruits and vegetables. From Houston 
Chronicle, "Researchers say that antioxi
dants in the fruit help fight cell dam
age," November 29, 2004.  

if you're trying to lose weight, you 
might try sleeping it off. Researchers 
examined the sleep patterns and obesity 
rates of 6,115 people, ages 32-59, and 
found that those who slept more had 
significantly lower rates of obesity.  
They defined normal sleepers as those 
who slept seven to nine hours a night.  
Researchers found that compared to 
normal sleepers, people who slept two 
to four hours a night were 73 percent 
more likely to be obese, people who 
slept five hours a night were 50 more 
likely to be obese and people who slept 
six hours a night were 23 percent more 

If you're trying to lose weight, 
try sleeping it off. Researchers 
examined the sleep patterns 

and obesity rates of 6,115 
people, ages 32-59, and 

found that those who slept 
more had significantly lower 

rates of obesity.  

likely to be obese. Those who slept ten 
or more hours a night were 11 percent 
less likely to be obese. They theorized 
that lack of sleep may cause the amount 
of certain hormones related to appetite 
regulation to fluctuate in the blood, pos
sibly causing people to ingest more 
food. This study confirms other studies 
of children and animals that have 
shown a similar association between 
sleep, obesity and appetite levels. From 
USA TODAY, "Nightmare of too little 
sleep is tied to too much weight," by 
Nanci Hellmich, November 17, 2004.
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(continued from page 17) 
The committee discussed and then rec
ommended that course-completion of 
the current Trauma Refresher Course 
for surgeons at Wilford Hall Medical 
Center, San Antonio, be accepted as an 
equivalent of the requirement of ATLS 
for physicians in Rule 157.125.  

EMS Committee: Pete Wolf reported 
that the committee reviewed draft four 
of Rule 157.14 (First Responders Orga
nizations) and made a few minor 
changes. It will be presented to GETAC 
with recommendations for approval 
following changes suggested in the 
meeting. He also reported that the 
committee discussed the draft National 
EMS Scope of Practice Model.  

Education Committee: Maxie Bishop 
reported that Gregg Margolis, National 
Registry of EMTs representative, deliv
ered a presentation about the draft Na
tional EMS Scope of Practice Model 
and the committee discussed how the 
proposed draft would affect Texas 
EMS. The committee decided to re
quest further stakeholder input and re
quested that GETAC develop a position 
paper regarding the National EMS 
Scope of Practice draft document.  

Injury Prevention Committee: Mario 
Segura reported that the committee 
met jointly with the Data, Informatics 
and Research Task Force. The group 
discussed its planned activities at the 
2004 Texas EMS Conference, including 
staffing a booth called "Ask the Ex
perts," where people could solicit in
formation from IP committee members 
about various injury prevention topics.  
The committee discussed the IP Re
source Manual to be updated on the 
Office of EMS/Trauma Systems Coordi
nation website and also linking EMS/ 
Trauma Registry documents to the 
page. There was also a discussion of 
how to get more providers involved

with injury prevention activities and 
presentation about a grant program 
involving 13 hospitals participating in 
a research project to determine the ef
fectiveness of brief interventions in 
the ED of intoxicated trauma patients 
in order to decrease recidivism rates.  
The committee also endorsed recom
mending that the National EMS Data 
Set be used by the Texas EMS/Trauma 
Registry.  

Medical Directors Committee: Ed 
Racht, MD, reported that the commit
tee discussed the potential impact that 
the draft National EMS Scope of Prac
tice Model would have on the li
censed and certified personnel in 
Texas, particularly for the EMT-Inter
mediate level of certification. The 
committee agreed to appoint a "strike 
force" to move forward with the full 
pilot of the Comprehensive Clinical 
Management Plan (AKA "Platinum 
Plan").  

Air Medical Task Force: Shirley 
Scholtz reported that the task force 
discussed its September and October 
meetings regarding helipad liability is
sues and its intention now to provide 
input into EMS Rules 157.11 (Require
ments For An EMS Provider License), 
157.12 (Rotor-wing Air Ambulance 
Operations), and 157.13 (Fixed-wing 
Air Ambulance Operations), and ex
amine the issue of "industry stan
dards" for liability insurance. The 
task force also had discussions about a 
possible state accreditation process for 
air medical providers; a recommenda
tion to RACs to form air medical 
transportation committees; and 
changes to hospital licensing rules to 
require pre-notification of changes to 
helipad liability insurance require
ments. Further discussion will take 
place at their next meeting on January 
18, 2005, in San Antonio.
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THE INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION IS INTENDED 

TO PROVIDE PUBLIC NOTICE OF DISCIPLINARY 

ACTION BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

AND THE BUREAU OF EMERGENCY MANAGE

MENT AND IS NOT INTENDED TO REFLECT THE 

SPECIFIC FINDINGS OF EITHER ENTITY.  

THIS INFORMATION MAY NOT REFLECT ANY 

NUMBER OF FACTORS INCLUDING, BUT NOT 

LIMITED TO, THE SEVERITY OF HARM TO A 

PATIENT, ANY MITIGATING FACTORS, OR A 

CERTIFICANT'S DISCIPLINARY HISTORY. THIS 

LISTING IS NOT INTENDED AS A GUIDE TO THE 

LEVEL OF SANCTIONS APPROPRIATE FOR A PAR

TICULAR ACT OF MISCONDUCT.  

TO FILE A COMPLAINT REGARDING AN EMS 
SERVICE OR PERSONNEL, CALL (800) 452-6086.  

The Texas Health and Safety Code 
can be found at 
www.capitol.state.tx.Ls/statutes/ 
hstoc.html 

All of the Texas Administrative Code 
can be found at lamb.sos.state.tx.us/tac/ 

To find EMS-specific information in 
the Texas Administrative Code, go to 
www.texas.gov, click on Laws and 
Criminal Justice, click on Laws, Codes 
and Statutes, click on Texas 
Administrative Code, click on TAC 
Viewer, click on Title 25 Health 
Services, Part I Texas Department of 
Health, Chapter 157 Emergency 
Medical Care.  

TDH Index of EMS/Trauma Systems 
Policies can be found at 
www.dshs.state.tx.us/ems/spolicy.htm 

Addington, Dorothy, Arlington, 
TX. 24 month probated suspen

sion of EMS certification through 
September 19, 2005, misdemeanor 
conviction, felony conviction and 
a felony deferred adjudication 

probation. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Alaniz, Rene, Mission, TX.  

48 months probated suspension of 

ECA certification through August 
29, 2006, a misdemeanor convic

tion. EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) 
and/or (c).  

Anguiano, Frank, Arlington, TX.  
24 month probated suspension of 

EMS certification through Septem-

ber 26, 2005 for a misdemeanor 
conviction. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b), and/or (c).  

Atascocita V.F.D., Atascocita, 
TX. $5,000 administrative penalty, 
36 month suspension against the 
EMS provider license all of which 
is probated through October 2006.  
EMS Rules 157.16(d)(1), (8), (10), 
(12), (14), (16), (19); 157.11(d)(1); 
157.11(i)(1), (3); 157.11(e)(1); 
157.11(l)(1), (13).  

Bagby, David, Perryton, TX. 12 
month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through March 
4, 2005, for misdemeanor convic
tion. EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) 
and/or, (c).  

Bailey, Elizabeth, Dublin, TX.  
Probated suspension of EMT-P 
certification through May 2005.  
EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1); (2); (7); 
(13); (26); (28); and (29).  

Baker, Kerry, Sweetwater, TX.  
12 month probated suspension of 
the EMT-P certification through 
February 28, 2005. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (2), (13), (26) and 
(28).  

Bandera County EMS, Ban
dera, TX. $1,000 administrative 
penalty probated through Septem
ber 2005. EMS Rules 157.16(d)(1); 
(14); (19); 157.11(l)(1); (2); (13).  

Barash, Richard, Richardson, 
TX. Decertification of the EMT-P 
certification effective March 5, 
2004. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1); 
(2); (6); (26); (28); and (29).  

Barnes, Joseph, Houston, TX. 12 
month probated suspension of the 
EMT-P certification through March 
2005. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1); (2); 
(4); (10); (26); (28); and (29).  

Bean, Shawn, Dripping 
Springs, TX. 24 month probated 
suspension of EMT certification 
through December 6, 2005, felony 
conviction. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or (c).  

Body, Christopher, Lewisville, 
TX. 12 month probated suspen-

sion of EMS certification through 
March 9, 2005, for misdemeanor 
conviction. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Boldra, Michael, San Antonio, 
TX. 1 month suspension, followed 
by 48-month probated suspension 
through February 2008 of the 
EMT certification. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (2), (17) and (28).  

Bomer, Robert, Humble, TX.  
Denial of EMT-P recertification 
application for certification effec
tive March 5, 2004. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1); (2); (13); (26) and 
(28).  

Brakefield, Leah, Palestine, TX.  
36 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through May 5, 
2006 for felony deferred adjudica
tion probation. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Brewer, Benjamin, Lubbock, 
TX. 36 month probated suspen
sion of EMS certification through 
July 11, 2006, misdemeanor con
viction. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Brown, Texanne, Hamilton, 
TX. 12 month probated suspen
sion of EMT-I certification 
through March 6, 2005. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (2), (3), (4), (7), (9), 
(13), (21), (26) and (28).  

Bryan, Travis, Pasadena, TX.  
24 months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through March 
31, 2005, felony deferred adjudica
tion probation and misdemeanor 
convictions. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b), and/or (c).  

Burge, Traci, Emory, TX. 1 
month suspension, followed by 24 
month probated suspension 
through December 2005 of EMT-P 
certification. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (2), (3), (6), (9), (26) 
and (28).  

Burwell, Ashley, Angleton, TX.  
12 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through Febru
ary 19, 2005, for misdemeanor

January/February 2005 Texas EMS Magazine 45



conviction. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Butera, Jeffrey, Sugar Land, TX.  
24 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through Septem
ber 25, 2005 for misdemeanor con
victions. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b), and/or (c).  

Byers, Danny, Earth, TX. 60 
month probated suspension of 
EMT-P certification through March 
2007. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), 
(23), (25), (26), (28) and (29); 
157.37(a)-(c); and Occupations 
Code Chap 53.  

Caldwell, Kenneth, San Anto
nio, TX. 48 months probated sus
pension of EMT certification 
through August 2006, felony de
ferred adjudication. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Campbell, Connan, Hardin, TX.  
24 month probated suspension of 
licensed paramedic thru November 
2005. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), 
(7), (26) and (28).  

City of Cleveland EMS, Cleve
land, TX. $13,700 administrative 
penalty probated through April 
2005. EMS Rules 157.16(d)(1), (14) 
and (19); 157.11(l)(1) and (13); 
157.11(e)(1).  

Coffman, David, Normangee, 
TX. 3 months suspension and 45 
months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through June 30, 
2005, felony conviction. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or (c).  

Cordona, Elizabeth, Only, TX.  
24 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through Decem
ber 31, 2005 for misdemeanor con
victions. EMS Rules 157.37 and/or, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Creech, John, Lake Jackson, TX.  
18 month probated suspension of 
the EMSC certification through 
May 2005. EMS Rules 
157.43(m)(1); 157.43(m)(3)(B), (E) 
and (F).  

Crowe, Gary, Dale, TX. 48

months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through Novem
ber 5, 2005. EMS Rules 
157.37(c)(2)(3)(G).  

Dandois, Pace, Waco, TX. 36
mo probated suspension of EMS 
certification through June 2006, 
misdemeanor deferred adjudication 
probation, misdemeanor convic
tions, felony convictions. EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Davis, Daniel, Fort Worth, TX.  
12 month probated suspension of 
EMT certification through February 
2005. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), 
(26), (27) and (28); 157.11(d)(1); 
and 157.11(i)(1).  

Dean, Derrick, Mesquite, TX.  
Decertification of EMT-P certifica
tion effective February 2004, felo
ny conviction. TX Occupations 
Code Chapter 53.021(b), EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b), and/or (c).  

Decesare, Edward, Schertz, TX.  
Probated suspension of the EMT-I 
certification through July 2006.  
EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1); (2); (6); 
(8); (9); (26); (28); (29).  

DeLeon Jr., Carlos Hector, 
LaJoya, TX. Decertification of ECA 
certification, effective March 2004.  
EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), (15), 
(21) and (28).  

Dickey, Shane, Azle, TX. 48 
months probated suspension of 
EMT-P certification through Octo
ber 2006, felony or deferred adju
dication. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Dowell, Alina, Temple, TX. 36 
month probated suspension of 
EMT certification through Novem
ber 2005, felony deferred adjudica
tion and misdemeanor conviction.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or 

(c).  
Dozier, Jerry, Andrews, TX. 48 

months probated suspension of 
EMT-P certification through April 
2007, felony convictions. EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).

Elizaldez, Edovigen, El Paso, 
TX. 24-month probated sus
pension of EMS certification 
through October 2005, misde
meanor conviction. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Erwin, James, Fort Worth, TX.  
12 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through March 
2005, misdemeanor convictions.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, 
(c).  

Escamilla, Daniel, Corpus Chris
ti, TX. 48 month probated suspen
sion of EMS certification through 
September 2007, misdemeanor con
victions and misdemeanor deferred 
adjudication probation. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Etheredge, John, Fort Worth, 
TX. 24 month probated suspension 
of EMS certification through No
vember 20, 2005, misdemeanor 
convictions and misdemeanor de
ferred adjudication probation. EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Falcon, Joe, Austin, TX. 24 
month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through Decem
ber 31, 2005, misdemeanor convic
tions. EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b), 
and/or (c).  

Feemster, Bobby Daniel, Dub
lin, TX. 24 month probated sus
pension of ECA certification 
through March 2006. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1); (2); (3); (4); (7); (13); 
(21); (26); and (28).  

Ferguson, Daniel, Gilmer, TX.  
Decertification of EMT-P certifica
tion effective August 12, 2005.  
EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), (19), 
(26), (27), (28) and (29).  

Fleener, James, Galveston, TX.  
12 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through March 
24, 2005, felony deferred adjudica
tion probation and felony convic
tion. EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) 
and/or, (c).  

Ford, Jerald, Hillsboro, TX.
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24 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through June 30, 
2005, misdemeanor conviction. EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Gamer, John, Burleson, TX. 12 
month suspension followed by 36 
mo probated suspension of EMS 
certification through June 3, 2007 
for misdemeanor convictions. EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Gates, Bobby, Conroe, TX. De
certification of EMT certification 
effective January 29, 2004. EMS 
Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), (14), (19), 
(26), (28) and (29).  

Gengo, Rodney, Montgomery, 
TX. 12 month probated suspen
sion of EMS certification through 
March 1, 2005, misdemeanor con
viction. EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) 
and/or, (c).  

Gilbert, Kerry, Harlingen, TX.  
24 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through August 
18, 2005, felony deferred adjudica
tion probation/misdemeanor con
viction. EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) 
and/or, (c).  

Gonzalez, Donna, Princeton, 
TX. 48 months probated suspen
sion of EMT-P license through July 
2007. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), 
(26), (27) and (28).  

Gonzalez, Norberto, Laredo, 
TX. 12 months probated suspen
sion of EMT-P certification through 
September 2005. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (17), (26), and (28).  

Grabs, Teresa, Valley Mills, TX.  
108 months probated suspension 
of LP through September 26, 2010.  
EMS Rules 157.37(c)(2)(3)(G).  

Graford Volunteer EMS, 
Graford, TX. $1,700 administrative 
penalty effective August 10, 2004.  
EMS Rules 157.16(d)(1); (19); 
157.11(l)(13).  

Grant, Jason, Amarillo, TX. 24 
month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through Decem
ber 31, 2005, misdemeanor convic-

tions. EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b), 
and/or (c).  

Gray, Javiya, Houston, TX. 60 
month probated suspension of 
EMT certification through Decem
ber 17, 2007, felony deferred adju
dication. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or (c).  

Groves, Brent, Lake Dallas, TX.  
48 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through May 5, 
2007, felony deferred adjudication 
probation. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b), and/or (c).  

Hamlyn, William, Houston, TX.  
12 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through March 9, 
2005, felony deferred adjudication 
probation. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Harris, Darrell, Houston, TX.  
Probated suspension of the EMT 
certification through July 2006.  
EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), (18), 
(21) and (28).  

Hartley, Sherman, Bay City, TX.  
56 months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through July 5, 
2006. EMS Rules 157.37(c)(2)(3)(G).  

Headley, Darrell, Belton, TX. 12 
months suspension through August 
followed by 36 months probated 
suspension of EMT certification 
through August 2008. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (2), (3), (4), (7), (9), 
(26), (28) and (29).  

Heaton, David, Austin, TX. 12 
mo probated suspension of EMS 
certification through March 24, 
2005, misdemeanor conviction. EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Hiltbrunner, Lois, Shamrock, 
TX. 48 month probated suspen
sion of EMS certification through 
September 30, 2007, felony deferred 
adjudication probation. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Holt, John, Talco, TX. 24 
month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through April 29, 
2005, misdemeanor deferred adjudi-

cation probation, a felony deferred 
adjudication probation. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Horton, Lindsey, The Wood
lands, TX. 12 month probated sus
pension of EMS certification 
through March 9, 2005, misde
meanor conviction. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Hunt, Gailyn, Lipan, TX. 60 
day suspension, followed by 22 
month probated suspension of 
EMT certification through February 
2006. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), 
(14), (19), (26), (27), (28) and (29).  

Jackson, Michael, Houston, TX.  
48 months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through March 7, 
2006, a felony conviction. EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or (c).  

Johnson, Lee Ann, Fort Worth, 
TX. 24 month probated suspension 
of EMS certification through 
March 9, 2006, misdemeanor con
viction. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Jones, Andrew, College Station, 
TX. Written reprimand against 
EMT-P certification effective July 
29, 2004. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), 
(2), (4), (5), (7), (26) and (28).  

Jordan, Colby, Combine, TX. 48 
month probated suspension of 
EMT-P certification through De
cember 2005. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (2), (19), (26), (27), 
(28) and (29).  

Klaevemann, Aaron, College 
Station, TX. Revocation of EMT-P 
certification effective January 29, 
2004. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), 
(2), (3) and (28).  

Korsmo, Howard, Temple, TX.  
Decertification of EMT-P certifica
tion effective January 29, 2004.  
EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), (14), 
(19), (26), (27), (28) and (29).  

Layton IV, Charles, Troy, TX.  
24 month probated suspension of 
EMT certification through Septem
ber 2005. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1),
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(2), (6), (7), (26), (28) and (29).  
Lingo, Lynne, Bertram, TX. 12 

month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through March 1, 
2005, felony offense. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

MacDonald, Daniel, Jacksboro, 
TX. 24 month probated suspen
sion of EMS certification through 
September 2, 2005, misdemeanor 
convictions and misdemeanor pro
bation revocation. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Martin, Cindy, Pipe Creek, TX.  
12 months probated suspension of 
EMT-P certification thru August 
2005. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (26) 
and (28); 157.11(d)(1); 157.11(i)(1).  

Martinez, Oscar, Lindale, TX.  
48-month probated suspension of 
EMT-P certification through Sep
tember 2007. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (2), (19), (26), (27), 
(28) and (29).  

Maurer, Garrison, Canyon 
Lake, TX. 48 months probated 
suspension of EMT certification 
through January 3, 2006. EMS 
Rules 157.37(c)(2)(3)(G).  

May, Scott, Lewisville, TX.  
24 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through Decem
ber 31, 2005, misdemeanor convic
tion. EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b), 
and/or (c).  

McKinney, Jody, Albernathy, 
TX. 24 month probated suspen
sion of EMS certification through 
July 11, 2005, felony deferred adju
dication probation. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

McLeod, James, Burleson, TX.  
43 months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through January 
10, 2006, misdemeanor conviction.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, 

(c).  
McNeil, Katherine, Cleveland, 

TX. 12 months probated suspen
sion of EMT certification through 
April 2005. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1),

(2), (13), (26) and (28).  
Mitchell, Zane, Alvarado, TX. 6 

months suspension followed by 49 
months probated suspension of 
EMT-P certification through Sep
tember 8, 2006, misdemeanor/felo
ny or conviction. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Moeller, Dawn, Moulton, TX.  
12 mo probated suspension of 
EMS certification through March 
24, 2005, misdemeanor conviction.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/ 
or, (c).  

Moreno, Roger, Austin, TX. 24
month probated suspension of 
EMT certification through Septem
ber 2005. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Norman, Steven, Azle, TX. 6 
months probated suspension of 
EMT certification thru January 
2005. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), 
(26) and (28).  

Ochoa, Alfonso, Weslaco, TX.  
24 mo probated suspension of 
EMS certification through July 10, 
2005, misdemeanor conviction.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b), and/or 

(c).  
Parker, Michael, Waco, TX. Sus

pension of EMT certification thru 
September 2005. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (2), (10), (21), (28).  

Paul, Jon, Rowlett, TX. 48 
month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through Septem
ber 2, 2007, felony convictions.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b), and/or 

(c).  
Phillips, Earl, Manchaca, TX. 36 

months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through April 9, 
2005, felony deferred adjudication.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, 

(c).  
Pinedo, Marisela, Los Fresnos, 

NM. Probated suspension of EMT-I 
certification through June 1, 2006.  
EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b)(16) and 

(c).

Pippin, Brian, Lipan, TX. 48 
months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through April 9, 
2005. EMS Rules 157.37(c)(2)(3)(G).  

Prescott, Michael, Itasca, TX.  
Decertification of EMT certification 
effective July 14, 2004. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1), (2), (6), (26), (28) and 
(29); and 157.37(a).  

Reed, Carroll, Houston, TX.  
48- month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through August 
22, 2007, felony deferred adjudica
tion probation. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Reyes, Maria, Stafford, TX. 12 
mo probated suspension of EMS 
certification through March 24, 
2005, misdemeanor conviction.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, 

(c).  
Rhodes, Linda, Wimberly, TX.  

48 months probated suspension of 
ECA certification through June 24, 
2006, misdemeanor and felony de
ferred adjudication. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Riggs, Casey, Grand Prairie, TX.  
18 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through May 5, 
2005, felony deferred adjudication 
probation. EMS Rules 157.37, 
157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Riley, Stephen, Humble, TX. 47 
months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through Decem
ber 10, 2005. EMS Rules 
157.37(c)(2)(3)(G).  

Rodriguez, Ricardo, San Antonio, 
TX. 12 month probated suspension 
of EMS certification through Janu
ary 28, 2005, misdemeanor convic
tion and felony conviction. EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b), and/or (c).  

Roquemore, Joseph, Atlanta, TX.  
48 months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through August 
9, 2005. EMS Rules 
157.37(c)(2)(3)(G).  

Russell, James, Azle, TX. Decer
tification of EMT certification effec-
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tive March 5, 2004. EMS Rules 
157.36(b)(1); (2); (6); (26); (28); and 
(29).  

Salinas, Rene, McAllen, TX.  
51 months probated suspension of 
EMT certification through April 25, 
2006, felony conviction. EMS Rules 
157.37; 157.36(b), (c).  

Slagle, William, Humble, TX.  
Probated suspension of EMT-P cer
tification through May 2005. EMS 
Rules 157.36(b)(1); (2); (7); (9); (26); 
(28); and (29).  

Smith, Lloyd, Houston, TX. 24 
mo probated suspension of EMT 
certification through March 20, 
2005, misdemeanor convictions.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/ 
or, (c).  

Smith Jr, Roosevelt, Houston, 
TX. 48 months probated suspen
sion of EMT certification through 
November 5, 2005. EMS Rules 
157.37(c)(2)(3)(G).  

Smith Tracy, Marble Falls, TX.  
Decertification of EMT certification 
effective August 10, 2005. EMS 
Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), (8), (21), (26) 
and (28).  

Sterling County EMS, Sterling 
City, TX. 12 months probated sus
pension of EMS provider license 
through August 2005. EMS Rules 
157.16(d)(1), (14) and (19).  

Stevenson, Doug, Katy, TX. 24 
month probated suspension of 
EMS Coordinator certification thru 
July 2005. EMS Rules 
157.43(m)(3)(b), (E) and (F).  

Street, Marion, Hubbard, TX. 12 
month probated suspension of 
EMT-P certification 
through January 31, 2005. EMS 
Rules 157.36(b)(11).  

Sullivent, Doyle, Rosanky, TX.  
24 month probated suspension of 
EMS certification through June 27, 
2005, felony deferred adjudication 
probation, felony conviction. EMS 
Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, (c).  

Superior Ambulance Service,

Odessa, TX. $72,000 administrative 
penalty probated through February 
2005. EMS Rules 157.16(d)(1), (14) 
and (19); 157.11(e)(1); 157.11(l)(1) 
and (13).  

Swinford, Richard, Plantersville, 
TX. 24 months probated suspen
sion of EMT certification through 
April 29, 2005, felony deferred ad
judication probations. EMS Rules 
157.37, 157.36(b), and/or (c).  

Thornton, Odis C., College Sta
tion, TX. 48 months probated sus
pension of EMT certification 
through June 18, 2005. EMS Rules 
157.37(c)(2)(3)(G).  

Turner, Lee, Fort Worth, TX. 6 
months probated suspension of 
EMT-P certification thru January 
2005. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), 
(26) and (28).  

Ultimate EMS Ambulance, 
Houston, TX. $6,000 administrative 
penalty against EMS provider li
cense effective March 5, 2004.  
EMS Rules 157.16(d)(1); (10); (19); 
and 157.11(1) (13).  

Walker, Mark, League City, TX.  
24 mo probated suspension of 
EMS certification through January 
27, 2006, misdemeanor convictions.  
EMS Rules 157.37, 157.36(b) and/or, 

(c).  
Walker, Mary, Medina, TX. 6 

months probated suspension of the 
EMT certification through March 
2005. EMS Rules 25 157.36(b)(1), 
(3), (7), (26), and (28).  

Wells, Joseph, Weatherford, TX.  
12 month probated suspension of 
EMT certification through February 
2005. EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), 
(26), (27) and (28); 157.11(d)(1); 
and 157.11(i)(1).  

Whitehurst, Ashley, Albany, 
TX. 1 month suspension through 
January 31 followed by 24 months 
probated suspension through De
cember 2005 of EMT certification.  
EMS Rules 157.36(b)(1), (2), (3), (6), 
(9), (26) and (28).
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Texas 
EMS Week 
May 15-21, 2005 

Start making plans now to 
celebrate EMS Week, May 
15-21, 2005. You can order 
your packets from 
www.acep.org (do a search on 
EMS Week 2005). We'll also 
be making available press re
leases and other Texas-related 
EMS material.  

For ideas on what to do 
for EMS Week, go to www.  
tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 
EMSWeekldeas.htm



Meetings & Notices

Calendar 
January 3-14, 2005. EMT-P Recertifica

tion Course. 8am-7pm; Mon-Fri, 2 weeks (96 
hrs). Registration fee: $300. Texarkana Col
lege, Continuing Education Division, 903/ 
838-4541, ext. 3270.  

January 13-February 24,2005. EMT,EMT
I, EMT-P. CE for required topics. Thursday, 

4-10pm; Mon-Fri (7wks). Registration fees 
Basic: $50 (24hrs); Intermediate: $65 (36hrs); 

Paramedic: $85 (48 hrs). Texarkana College, 
Continuing Education Division, 903/838-4541, 
ext. 3270.  

February 12, 2005. EMT-Basic, Recert 
and Remedial. Held in Brookshire, TX on 
Monday & Tuesday 6-10 pm and alternate 

Saturdays from 9am-4pm. To obtain more 
information or application contact Sam Carter 

at 979-992-3576 or email ParaGa1911@aol.com.  

Class size is limited.  
February 18-19, 2005. EMS State of the 

Science: A Gathering of Eagles VII. Dallas, 

TX. An open-door event for EMS practitio
ners, media, and federal agencies. For infor

mation, contact Office of Continuing 

Deadlines and information 
for meetings and 

advertisements 
Deadline: Meetings and notices 

must be sent in six weeks in advance.  
Timeline: After the pages of this maga
zine have completely gone through 
editorial, design and layout, the maga
zine goes to the printshop to get 
printed (a 15-working-day process), then 
on to our mailing service (a 4-day pro
cess), and then to the post office to 
get mailed out.  

Cost: Calendar items are run at no 
charge. Calendar items run in the 
meeting and notices section until just 
prior to the meeting or class. Classified 
ads run for two issues unless we are 
notified to cancel the ad.  

Fax or mail: Calendar items can be 
faxed to 512/834-6736 or mailed to Texas 
EMS Magazine, Texas Department of 
State Health Services, 1100 West 49th 
Street, Austin, TX 78756-3199. Call 512/ 
834-6700 if you have a question about 
the meetings and notices section.

Education, (214) 648-8678.  
February 19, 2005. 1st Annual Police

Fire-EMS Patch Show. Red Oak Interme
diate School, 401 E. Ovilla Rd, Glenn Heights, 

TX. 9am-5pm. Patches to buy, sell or trade.  
Table prices are $10-$15 for vendors of any 

public safety memorabilia. Admission is $3, 
free commemorative patch with paid admis

sion; children under 10 get in free. Visit 

www.texasfirefighting.com or call Roy de 

Leon 972-562-1396.  
March 31-April 2, 2005. TAA Annual 

Conference. Radisson Resort, South Padre 

Island. Medicaid and Medicare billing rep

resentatives will join speakers David Werfel, 

OIG/FIB and Brian Farrington. For registra

tion & membership info call 972/417-2878 or 

online at www.txamb. com.  
April 29-30, 2005. Scott & White/ 

Texas A&M Trauma & Critical Care 
Symposium. CMEs, CNEs, and EMS CE 
available. $325 for physicians, $225 for all 

other healthcare professionals. For infor

mation contact 254/ 724-4798.  

EMTs/EMT-I/EMT-P/LP: The City of 

Marfa is currently seeking applications for 

several open positions in the Department of 

EMS. Applications will be considered for 

basic, intermediate, and paramedic level 

positions and will be accepted until these 

positions are filled. Resumes, along with 

copies of the appropriate certification, should 

be mailed to Henry Moon, City of Marfa, 

P.O. Box 787, Marfa, TX 79843 or e-mail to 

marfaadmn ijchristophers.net. The City of 

Marfa is proud to be an EEO employer.+ 

EMS Instructors: San Jacinto College 

Central EMT Department is accepting appli

cations for part-time EMS Instructors. Must 

be EMT-P and EMS-Instructor minimum 

(prefer LP). Please call 281/476-1862 for ap

plication information. + 
EMS Instructor: Laredo Community 

College has an immediate opening for 

full-time EMS instructor.  
For more information go to 

www.laredo.edu or email pstemmer C 
laredo.edu 956-721-5261. + 

EMTs/Paramedics: MedStar, operating 

in Fort Worth's 9-1-1 system, serves more

than 400 square miles and 14 cities, responding 
to approximately 80,000 calls annually. Pro
gressive protocols, on-site education, hands
on medical director. For information, contact 
Lisa Bennett 817/632-0519 or email 
LisaBennett@medstar 911.com.+ 

EMS Faculty: Position# 020410064.  
Duties include teaching associate degree and 
certificate EMS program courses, advising stu

dents, course/curriculum development, de
velopmental activities and administrative 

duties. Must be flexible, working with pro

gram demands. Associate in science degree 
with 5 years paramedic experience; or associate 

in nursing with 5 years of critical care, emer

gency or EMS experience; or bachelor's degree 

with 4 years of related EMS experience; or 

Master's degree with 3 years related EMS 
experience. Must have current certifications 
and hold licenses for Texas. Criminal back

ground check will be required before hire. For 

more information call Brookhaven College 

972/860-4813. + 
EMS Faculty: Positions available. asso

ciate's degree required; bachelor's or masters 

degree preferred. Minimum of 3 years field 

experience with busy EMS system. Must be 

certified or licensed EMT, EMT-I or EMT-P 

and Instructor in Texas. NREMT certification 

is a plus. Additional qualifications could 

include ACLS, PALS, BTLS, instructor cer

tification. Will be teaching at all levels pri

marily toward large, urban fire-based EMS 
system members. Salary is commensurate 

with experience. Interested potential appli

cants should contact Dr. George Hatch, Emer

gency Medical Service Department, Houston 

Community College at 713/718-7692 or email 

george.hatch@hccs.edu for more details.  

Interested applicants can visit www.hccs.edu 

for the latest details or contact 713/718-8565.  
+ 

Dispatchers: Scott & White Pre-Hos

pital Services is seeking applicants for Medical 

Communications Controller. S&WPHS pro

vides non-emergency, interfacility, critical care 

transport, 9-1-1 services and medical helicop

ter operations to Central Texas. Excellent 

work environment, educational support and 

opportunities for advancement. Visit 

www.swphs.org for more information on 

position requirements. Interested persons 

should contact Chuck Pearson, Operations 

Commander, at 254/724-0073 or by email at 

capearson(iswmail.sw.org. * 

EMT/EMT-I/Paramedic: Scott & White
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Pre-Hospital Services is seeking qualified ap
plicants for EMT, EMT-I and EMT-P.  
S&WPHS provides non-emergency, interfa
cility, critical care transport and 9-1-1 services 
to a large area of Central Texas. Excellent 
work environment, educational support and 
opportunities for advancement. Visit 
www.swphs.org for more information on 
position requirements. Interested persons 
should contact Chuck Pearson, Operations 
Commander, at 254/724-0073 or by email at 
capearson@swmail.sw.org. * 

EMTs/EMT-I/EMT-P/LP: Calhoun 
County EMS currently has 2 openings.  
Residency requirement. Excellent equipment 
and protocols. County service with county 
retirement and benefits. Call for salary in
formation and benefit questions. Additional 
salary for EMT-I/EMT-P/LP. For information 
contact Henry Barber or Carl King, 361/552
1140. Send resume to: Carl Lee King, 216 E.  
Mahan Street, Port Lavaca, TX 77979. * 

EMT-P: PPD Development, Austin, has 
immediate openings for per diem paramedics.  
Must be Texas certified EMT-P with ACLS 
certification and have previous experience on 
ALS unit with minimal supervision. Must be 
able to work evenings, nights and weekends.  
If interested, please got to www.ppdi.com to 
apply on-line. * 

Eye Bank Technician: The Lions Eye 
Bank of Texas at Baylor College of Medicine 
is seeking candidates for part-time ocular 
tissue recovery in the Greater Houston and 
surrounding areas. Essential functions of this 
position include screening death referrals, 
approaching families for ocular tissue dona
tion, removal of ocular tissue, performing 
donor assessments, reviewing hospital med
ical records/medical examiner reports and ob
taining/processing blood specimens.  
Knowledge/interest in the medical field pre
ferred. Submit resume to: LEBT-BCM, 6565 
Fannin NC-205, Houston, TX 77030; 713/798
5500; fax 713/798-6864 or email 
channa((ibcm.tmc.edu. * 

EMT-Ps: Uvalde EMS, Inc. is seeking 
candidates to fill part/full-time EMT-P posi
tions. Contact Stephen Stephens or Jackie 
Rutherford at 830/278-6583. * 

Firefighter/Paramedic: The City of Bel
laire has full-time positions available. Must 
be certified/certifiable as a firefighter with the 
Texas Commission on Fire Protection. Must 
also be a TX certified or licensed paramedic.  
Good salary and benefits. Qualified appli-

cants may request an application by calling 
713/662-8222 or application maybe picked up 
at the City of Bellaire, 7008 S. Rice, Bellaire, 
Texas.* 

EMT/Paramedic/Firefighter: Emer
gency Services Supply is looking for peo
ple who are interested in selling a quality 
line of ambulances in Texas. Territory is 
south of 1-20, can be done part-time.  
Training and demo provided. For infor
mation contact jjkehoe@yahoo.com. + 

Miscellaneous, 
CPR manikins, new and used: CPR 

supplies, airways, manikin face shields, face 
pieces, parts. Manikin maintenance cleaning 
and repairs. Rental manikins available. con
tact Ron Zaring, Manikin Repair Center, 
Houston, 281/484-8382, fax 281/922-4429.  

Bachelor's degree: St. Edwards Univer
sity, Austin. Degree in public safety mgmt 
designed for working adult students. Credits 
for prior learning through portfolio. Some 
courses offered online. Visit the website ad
dress at www.stedwards.edu/newc/ 
pacepsm.htm or call 512/428-1050. * 

Master Train classes: San Antonio TX.  
Call 210/832-0422 for class dates and informa
tion. * 

MIRT Traffic Light Changer: New, 
affordable, compact & portable traffic light 
changer can change properly equipped traf
fic lights from red to green in 3-4 seconds 
from up to 1,200 feet. Simply plugs into

lighter. Also works on equipped apartment/ 
security gates & can double as a dash strobe 

light. Don't spend more than $1,000 for 
similar units, call 214/208-0500 or visit 
www.kevinsmiddy.com. + 

Billing Solution by MediGain: Spe
cialized EMS billing. 5 percent rate for life 
of contract. No set up fees. Run sheet 
scanning, daily processing and web reports.  
Call 214/952-6602 or www.medigain.com. + 

CE Solutions EMS Continuing Edu
cation is accepted in more than 40 states. Go 
to www.ems-ce.com for 2 free CE hours or 
call toll free 1-888-447-1993. + 

Health Claims Plus: EMS & Fire de

partment billing and free run report software 
available. Excellent rates and services! Elec
tronic billing, weekly and monthly reports 
and educational workshops. Contact 1-888
483-9893 or visitwww.healthclaimsplus.com.+ 

New CE Course: Verbal First Aid is the 
power of words to promote healing. Learn 
how your words can help patients control 

pain, bleeding, immune response and recov
er faster. Fully CECBEMS approved! Call 512/ 
340-9907 or 570/620-9950. + 

Join TAA: Texas Ambulance Associa
tion, the oldest (22 years) and only EMS 
Association representing any EMS ambulance 
services licensed in Texas. To join go to the 
website www.txamb.com for application as 
a member, sponsor, and vendor or email 
AMBBIS@aol.com.+ 

+ This listing is new to this issue.  
* Last issue to run (If you want your ad to 

run again please call 512/834-6748.)

Placing an ad? To place an ad or list a meeting date in this section, 
write the ad (keep the words to a minimum, please) and fax to: Texas EMS 
Magazine, 512/834-6736 or send to Texas EMS Magazine, 1100 West 49th, Aus
tin, TX 78756-3199. Ads will run in two issues and then be removed.  

Moving? Let us know your new address-the post office may not for
ward this magazine to your new address. Use the subscription form in this 
magazine to change your address, just mark the change of address box and 
mail it to us or fax your new address to 512/834-6736. We don't want you to 
miss an issue! 

Renewing your subscription? Use the subscription form in this maga
zine to renew your subscription and mark the renewal box.
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EMS profile by Audra Horton

EMS Profile: Merkel EMS

Number of Personnel: Merkel 
EMS is staffed by volunteers. There is 

one licensed paramedic, one EMT-P, one 
EMT-I, 10 EMTs, five ECAs and one 
photographer. Two of our EMTs are 

attending intermediate classes at Texas 
State Technical College. Both paramed
ics are EMS instructors and one is a CPR 
instructor. The medical director for 
MEMS is Dr. Thuy D. Tran.  

How many years in service: 
MEMS organized in March 1978. Our 

Texas Department of State Health Services Periodical 
1100 West 49th Street Rate Paid 
Austin, Texas 78756-3199 At Austin, Texas

Front row, left to right, are Brenda Smith, ECA; 
Tamera King, EMT; Audra Horton, photographer; 
Paula King, EMT-P and Cathy Knight; EMT-I.  
Back row, left to right, are Ray King, EMT; Ray 
Dillard, LP; Pam Orsborn, EMT; Brad Teaff, EMT; 
Chuck Knight, EMT and Paul King, EMT.  

Not pictured are Heidi Pack, EMT; Kim Stevens, 
ECA; Donna Eyrse, ECA; Kristi Williams, ECA; 
Chad Davis, EMT and Tommy Jones, ECA.  

service area covers approximately 526 
miles, covering the northwest quarter of 
Taylor County and the southwest quarter 
of Jones County.  

Number of Units and Capabilities: 
We have a new 2003 E450 Ford, built to 
the specs of the service. We also have 
two other units, a 1999 Ford E350 and a 
1998 Ford E350, that serve as backup 
units. All three units are BLS with MICU 
capabilities, depending on EMS person
nel available. We work with first re
sponder units from Merkel, Trent and 
Mulberry Canyon and with CriticalAir 
and Southwest Air ambulances. Volun
teers work on a two-day rotation, with at 

least three attendants on each team.  
Number of calls: In 2003, MEMS 

made a total of 414 runs, with 127 of 
those being in the outlying areas of the 
counties.  

Current Projects: We have just 
completed an ECA class to train more 
personnel for the service and to provide 
continuing education hours for the 
current personnel and for the surround
ing first responder areas. We also pro
vide standby ambulance for sporting and 
other events within our service area. We 

have participated in "Every 15 Seconds" 

with Merkel High School. We are cur
rently instituting "Vial of Life," a project 
to identify the medical needs of those in 
our service area.


