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Your point of contact with the agency that 
regulates Texas EMS-taking state and national 
EMS issues and answers to emergency medical 
services professionals serving in every capacity 
across Texas.
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Coming soon! Download the originals and print 
your own brochures.

"Ready Teddy"coloring book. 16 pages of injury prevention and 
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"When Minutes Count-A Citizen's Guide to Medical Emer
gencies" brochure. A foldout first aid guide. Can be personal
ized by the EMS service. (EMS-014) 

(Updated) "EMS Questions and Answers About Citizen Partici
pation" brochure. Answers questions about how to call, what 
to do and how the community can help EMS. (EMS-008) 

(Updated) "EMS-A System to Save a Life" brochure. A 1970s 
title with a 1990s text, it has public health region office info 
and "For more information, call" box. Explains BLS and ALS.  
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"Who Who" Coloring Book. Activity book features 12 pages of 
injury prevention and EMS awareness tips by Who Who the 
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Texas EMS Conference '99 
Texas EMS Conference '99: Take 
your pick of more than 100 
classes covering all aspects of 
EMS.  

28 Some like it hot... but 

Worried about the storage 
temperatures of drugs on the 
ambulance? Here's how one 
service solved the problem: 
By Bill HAwlEy, MPA, EMT-P 
ANd KURT HAIL, BBA, EMT-P

46 Legislatio es DNR

Recent legislation makes new 
rules necessary for Do-Not
Resuscitate. Here's what you can 
expect.  
By Amos HUNTER 

45 Texas EMS Awards 
Last chance to nominate an 
organization or individual for 
a Texas EMS Award. Post 
mark deadline in October 1.  

C"SM Awards 
The 1999 CISM Awards were 
announced at the third annual 
conference, which drew more 
than 100 people to Austin.  
By SAM WilsoN

30 Latex allergy 
Could latex allergies happen to 
you? The longer you're in EMS, 
the more likely it becomes.  
By KElly HARREII 
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Byron A. Harrison, NREMTP

36 Spaces of Death 

Eight firefighters died during a confined space rescue a few 
years ago. Learn what you can do to avoid injury when 
you're the rescuer. Earn 1.5 hours of preparatory CE.  
By JohN.. LP
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ON TE covER: Sally 
Muir captured this 
photo of David Stone 
with Austin EMS.
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Recent legislation means a new 
advisory council for EMS and trauma
I n the last session of the Legislature, 

a new EMS law was passed that 
requires the appointment of a new ad
visory council to replace EHCAC. The 
governor's office is accepting applica
tions for the 15 members of this advi
sory council. Some positions will be 
appointed by the governor from lists 
provided by statewide professional or
ganizations. The governor's office has 
requested that associations submitting 
these nominations give them multiple 
names that cover the state from the as
pect of geography and ethnicity: 
" a board-certified emergency physician 
" a licensed physician who is an EMS 

medical director 
" a fire chief for a municipality that 

provides EMS 
" an officer or employee of a private 

provider of EMS involved with the 
Texas trauma system 

" a volunteer who provides EMS 
" a member of an EMS air medical 

team or unit 
" a representative of a fire department 

that provides EMS 
" a representative of hospitals affiliated 

with an urban trauma facility 
" a representative of hospitals affiliated 

with a rural trauma facility 
The following positions may also be 

submitted directly to the governor's of
fice for consideration and do not have 
to come from a professional organiza
tion: 
" an educator in the field of EMS 
" a representative of a county provider 

of EMS 
" one licensed physician who is a

pediatrician with trauma expertise 
" one trauma surgeon or nurse 
" two representatives of the general 

public 
The above nominations should be 

submitted as soon as possible to: 

Polly Sowell, Appointments Manager 
Office of Governor George W. Bush 
P. O. Box 12428, Austin, TX 78711 
Phone 512/463-1828, Fax 512/475-2576 

Just a quick note on one of my previ
ous columns. I really appreciate the posi
tive feedback I received on the column 
about the movie Patch Adams and how we 
need to be more compassionate toward 
our patients. One EMS provider even 
told me that he rented the movie and 
put it in the station for each shift to 
watch. I did get one great suggestion 
based on that column that I wanted to 
pass on: I urge all over-40 
males to get an annual 
physicial. Those of us TEXAS EM 

who work in the medical A 
field sometimes think we 
are immume to disease ECA 
and illness. Because we EMT 
work with physicians on EMT 
a daily basis, we think we EMT 
don't need to take time Lic-P 
for the routine examina- ToTM 

tions, blood work, etc.  
So please do yourself and 
your family a favor and CooR 
have an annual physical INSTR 
examination. It saved my EXAM 
life and it just might save 
yours.

GENE WEATHERALL, CHIEF 

BUREAU OF EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT

S CERTIFICATIONS AS OF 

UGUST 3, 1999

-I 
-P

DINATOR 

UCTOR 

INER

5,427 
21,464 

3,610 
10,765 
1,427 

42,693 

380 
2,026 
2,457
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L et er, 
Brian Haschke worked as a flight medic 
with Hermann Life Flight for two 
years before coming to work at TDH's 
Bureau of Emergency Management.  
On July 17, a Life Flight helicopter 
crashed, killing pilot John Pittman, 
flight medic Charles "Mac" Atteberry, 
and flight nurse Lynn Ethridge.  

To Texas EMS Magazine: My heart 
was in my throat when I got the first 
phone call in Austin around 2:00 
p.m. on July 17-a Hermann Life 
Flight helicopter had crashed and all 
three crew members were confirmed 
dead. Who was it? Which of my 
friends had been lost? Whose fami
lies were suffering? It was not any 
easier to breathe when the people in
volved were revealed. Mac, Lynn 
and John were all good people who 

gave the ultimate sacrifice doing 
what they loved and believed in.  

It reminded me how close the 

EMS community is when I realized 
how many people had called to 
spread the news by that Saturday 
evening. This has been a year filled 
with controversy over several issues.  
However, people who disagreed 
fiercely over rules and legislative 
matters stood and mourned together 

at the memorial services. EMS is still 
a family that cares about the patients, 
the public, each other.  

Mac was eulogized as one who 
lived faster than the rest of us. These 
are appropriate words as Mac loved 
flying and driving, and race cars. He 

wanted to understand every piece of 
gadgetry that crossed his path. I 
never heard Mac speak badly of any
one.  

Lynn was somebody who paid 
more attention to detail than just 
about anybody I knew. Her desire of 
cleanliness and organization was leg
endary, but her thirst for knowledge 
was even greater. If Lynn ever en
countered something new in the

U

Charles R. "Mac" Atteberry, 32, 
of Houston, passed away on July 17, 

- 1999, in a helicop
ter crash. Atteber
ry was a licensed 

paramedic with 
Hermann Hospital 
Life Flight and had 
previously worked 

with Cypress Creek EMS.  
Lynn Ethridge, 35, of Houston, 

passed away on July 17, 1999, in a 
- helicopter crash.  

Ethridge was a 
registered nurse, a 
nationally 
registered para
medic, a certified 
flight RN and a 

CEN with Hermann Hospital Life 

Flight.  
Thomas L. Funk, 70, of Schertz, 

passed away August 1, 1999. After 

retiring from the U.S. Air Force, Funk 

served as the administrator of SAFES 

EMS in Schertz from 1974 to 1989. He 
volunteered with Schertz PD and 

Schertz FD and was awarded the Bexar 

County Hildago Award for EMS

medical field, she would immediately 
seek information. Lynn's clinical abil
ity was topped only by her compas
sion.  

John was a careful pilot, never 
one to take risks. Around the bases, 
John was always easygoing and 
ready to strike up a conversation. In 

fact, he usually did this when I was 
trying to catch a nap. John had re
cently become chair of the depart
mental safety committee and was ini-

service to the community. He is survived 

by his wife, four children and several 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  

Michael Wynne Morris, 48, of 

Austin, passed away on July 31, 1999.  
Morris was involved with Austin EMS 

for 24 years, working his way through 

the ranks from EMT in 1975 to Chief of 
Operations in 1990 to Senior Planner in 

1995. He is survived by his mother, his 

wife, his children, one brother, one 

sister and nieces and nephews.  
John Pittman, 58, of Houston, 

passed away on July 17, 1999, in a 

helicopter crash. A 

pilot for 30 years, 
Pittman had flown 
for Hermann 
H hospital Life Flight 
for ten years and 
was director of the 

program's safety committee.  
Eric Silva, 31, of Bergheim, passed 

away on July 7, 1999. Silva was a 

paramedic with American Medical 

Response in San Antonio for three 

years. He also worked with Canyon 

Lake Fire/EMS as a firefighter/ 
paramedic.
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Sfie Bureau of Umergency lnagement mourns 
the passing of these GiS friends

tiating several new projects promot
ing safety within the department and 
the EMS community.  

On July 17,1999, helicopter 
N110HH crashed. It was only a ma
chine. But when combined with pilot 
John Pittman, nurse Lynn Ethridge 
and flight paramedic Mac Atteberry, it 
was hope. For thousands of patients, 
Life Flight 1 and these three were part 
of their survival, a link between some 
distant location and life.  

For the rest of us, we can all 
sleep a little bit better knowing three 
more angels are in heaven watching 
over us.  

Brian Haschke, B.S., L.P.  
Austin



Point o View

By Gary Cheek, EMT, RN

EHCAC leaves legacy of hard work and hope

A s chair of the Texas Emergency Health Care Advisory 
Committee (EHCAC), I hope I 
speak for most of the committee 
when I say it has been a privilege to 
serve the people of Texas by 
advising the Texas Board of Health 
on issues involving EMS and 
trauma system development. When 
EHCAC began five years ago, many 
said that nothing could get accom
plished because there were too 
many different interest groups that 
had to be satisfied. Many said we 
would would not be able to make a 
difference even as we committed to 
make a difference, to make a stand 
and to do the right thing.  

Five years have passed and the 
committees, subcommittees and 
task forces that many said could 
not get anything accomplished 
have effectively dealt with some of 
the most important issues that have 
faced Texas EMS. Lives will be 
saved because of the efforts of the 
many people who contributed to 
the improved delivery of patient 
care in this state. Of course, the 
successes have not come without 
cost. People spent many hours 
working on projects, ideas and 
concepts, working for no pay or 
recognition, hoping only their 
efforts would make a difference.  
Despite the naysayers, the commit
tee persevered. The entire process 
reminds me of the story about a 
mule falling into a well.  

A farmer heard a terrible noise 
one day and rushed outside to 
find his favorite old mule had 
fallen into a well. The farmer 
knew the well wasn't good and 
the mule was old, so he decided

to leave the mule at the bottom of 
the well. The farmer knew the 
mule would need to be buried 
eventually and the well would 
need to be filled with dirt, so he 
decided to ask his friends to help 
him carry out his plan.  

The farmer's neighbors came 
over, grabbed shovels and began 
throwing dirt into the well. As the 
dirt began to come down, the mule 
realized he better do something 
quickly or he would be buried 
alive. So he devised a strategy. He 
decided that each time a shovelful 
of dirt hit his back, he would shake 
it off and step up.  

After a while, he looked up to 
the top of the well and thought, 
"It's no use, I can't make it. They 
are going to bury me." As he 
concentrated on the negative, the 
dirt began to cover him. He 
realized he had to concentrate on 
the positive. He had to focus on 
shaking it off and stepping 
up...shaking it off and stepping up.  
He continued until he stepped up 
over the edge of the well. Even 
though the dirt could have buried 
him, he didn't let it. All he had to 
do was change his perspective 
and persevere.  

Our history in Texas EMS has 
a similar parallel to the story.  
Initially, we wanted to bury the 
old system and start over with a 
whole new way of doing busi
ness. Project Alpha was intro
duced. As we began to hear 
about proposed change, each of ts 
was okay with it as long as "our 
part" was preserved. Each of us 
was so preoccupied with preserv
ing our part, we were being

buried by our inability to unite as 
a profession.  

Once we began to see the 
benefits of looking at things from a 
different angle and looking for 
solutions rather than problems, we 
began to effectively shake off and 
step up. We found ourselves using 
the negative things intended to 
bury us as stepping stones to 
emerge from the well. We learned 
that divided we would be buried; 
united we could emerge as the best.  
Just like the mule, when we 
stepped out of the well we didn't 
emerge physically different. We 
simply changed our attitudes and 
perspectives. We learned to work 
together for the common good.  

Some day I hope Texas will 
have the best educated and trained 
EMS workforce in the world. This 
hope is based on what has hap
pened over the last five years. We 
now understand the process of 
change a little better. We have 
learned to listen and change our 
minds when the facts dictate. We 
have learned to trust. We have 
learned to do the right thing. For 
all of those people who held the 
shovels and tossed in the dirt, I 
want to thank you for providing 
the motivation to bring us out of 
the well with a new attitude. To 
the members appointed to the next 
advisory committee, I offer this 
advice: don't let the dirt get you 
down-use it to motivate you to 
accomplish the impossible. And 
above all, do the right thing.  

Gary Cheek, a nurse/EMT with the 
Abilene Fire Department, has been 
chair of EHCAC since February 1999.
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AROUND THE STATE AND NATION 

EMS NEWS AND RESOURCES

O)n Du t 
By Kelly Harrell

TDH EMS hires 
new staff 

TDH EMS regional 
offices look a little 
different these days due 
to changes in staff. In 

June, Region 6 wel

comed William "Bill" 
Lassiter. Lassiter, a 
paramedic for ten years 

as well as an army 
combat medic, will be 
working with EMS 
providers in the Hous

ton area. Lassiter re
places Brett Hart, who 
was promoted to EMS 
regional administrator 

for Region 4/5 in Tyler.  
Hart, a paramedic, 
worked as a dispatcher, 
field paramedic and 

operations manager for 

ten years before coming 

to TDH in 1995. Hart 
takes over for Jim 
Arnold, who was pro
moted to assistant 
bureau chief in Austin.  
Also in Region 4/5, Joe 
Amlin, who had been 
with TDH in Temple,

Houston and Tyler, left 
to work for a private 
EMS firm in Houston.  

In the central office in 

Austin, paramedic Chris 
Quiroz has replaced Vic 
Dwyer as chief investi

gator for the bureau.  
Quiroz was recently 
with the Region 7 office 
in Temple.  

Fort Worth gets 
all-woman crew 

With only nine 

female firefighters in 
the 500-member Fort 
Worth Fire Department, 

chances are slim that 

there would ever be an 

all-female crew. But for 

one 24-hour period in 

Fort Worth, one fire 

station housed an all
female crew. Although 

two woman are usually 

assigned to Station 15, a 
third was assigned there 

as a substitute when the 
regular engineer was 

called elsewhere for the 

day. The women

downplayed the event, 
saying that firefighting 
is about teamwork, not 

gender. Still, it was nice, 
quipped one of the 
firefighters, not to have 
to worry about knocking 

on the bathroom door.  

Piano's 9-1-1 out 
for 8 hours 

The City of Plano 
was without emergency 

call service for about 
eight hours on July 20.  
The shutdown was the 
first comprehensive 
failure of the city's 12

year-old 9-1-1 system.  
City officials are still 
trying to determine why 
the backup system 

failed. Plano is located 
just north of Dallas.  

K~i[IN DANGER 

Recall web site 
launched 

Last year, a 17
month-old strangled on a 

portable crib that had 
been recalled by the U.S.  

Consumer Product Safety 

Commission. Unfortu
nately, his parents did

not learn of the recall
or 200 others last year
until after the child's 
death. To help others get 
recall information, those 

parents have launched a 
web site about product 
safety and recalls. The 
web site, www.Kidsln 
Danger.org, has links to 
many other sites, includ
ing the CPSC's site, 
which is searchable by 

category or product 
name. Go to CPSC at 
www.cpsc.gov.  

Tokyo emergency 
calls top 1 million 

Emergency fire and 

ambulance calls in 
Tokyo, Japan, topped 
one million in 1998. The 
Tokyo Fire Department 

said it was the first time 
since the department 
began logging 1-1-9 calls 
(their emergency num
ber) in 1949 that the 
number had risen that 
high. The 1997 figure 
was 989,657.  

New helicopter 
service launched 

The skies of North 
Texas have a new air 

medical program as of
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August 15. North Texas 
LifeStar, staffed by a 
nurse/paramedic team, 
is available for emer
gency response and 
interfacility transfers 
within a 150-mile radius 
of the Dallas-Fort 
Worth Metroplex.  

New laws mean 
new rules 

Two new laws 
passed in the last legisla
tive session mean that 
the Bureau will be busy 
writing rules in the next 
few months. House Bill 
580 establishes training 
and maintenance proce
dures for people who 
acquire and use an AED 
in places other than a 
hospital or medical 
setting. TDH will be 
adopting rules to estab
lish minimum training 
standards. Part of HB 
2085 requires TDH to 
adopt new rules to 
certify instructors for 
emergency medical 
dispatch and to approve 
minimum standards of 
training programs.  
Existing courses will be 
evaluated according to 
these minimum stan
dards. For a list of all 
rules and proposed 
rules, visit the Bureau's 
web site at http://www.  
tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ems/ 
emshome.htm.

Get your policies 
online 

Looking for a TDH 
policy on the exam for 
initial licensed paramed
ics? How about the 
policy on certification of 
military personnel? You 
can find all the Bureau's 
policies online at http:// 
www.tdh.state.tx.us/ 
hcqs/ems/policies.htm, 
and in the web site's File 
Library.  

Hepatitis A vaccine 
required for school 

in 32 counties 

Children in 32 
border area counties of 
Texas will soon be 
required to be vacci
nated against hepatitis A 
illness to attend public 
or private schools or 
child-care facilities.  

Effective August 1, 
1999, children 5 years 
old or older who were 
born on or after Septem
ber 2, 1992, must have 
two doses of hepatitis A 
vaccine. Because six 
months must elapse 
between doses, children 
who have received only 
one dose may attend 
provisionally. They 
must receive the second 
dose as quickly as 
medically possible. This 
requirement will be

expanded August 1, 
2000, to include 
younger children: at 
that time children born 
on or after September 2, 
1992, who are 2 years 
old or older must have 
the vaccine in order to 
attend school or child
care. Two-year-olds 
must have one dose and 
children 3 and older 
must have two doses.  

The 32 counties are 
Brewster, Brooks, 
Cameron, Crockett, 
Culberson, Dimmit, 
Duval, Edwards, El 
Paso, Frio, Hidalgo, 
Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, 
Jim Hogg, Kenedy, 
Kinney, La Salle, Maver
ick, McMullen, Pecos, 
Presidio, Real, Reeves, 
Starr, Sutton, Terrell, 
Uvalde, Val Verde, 
Webb, Willacy, Zapata 
and Zavala. Studies 
indicate that 50 percent 
of children in some of 
the 32 counties have 
been infected with 
hepatitis A by age 10.  
Hepatitis A is a viral 
disease spread by the 
fecal-oral route through 
close contact or by 
consuming contami
nated water or food.  
The disease affects the 
liver. The Texas Legisla
ture appropriated 
$800,000 to cover the 
cost of providing the 
vaccine in the 32-county

area. For more informa

tion, call Kristin Hamlett 
at (800) 252-9152, or email 
her at kristin.hamlett 

@tdh.state.tx.us. For 
information on immuni
zations, go to http:// 
www.tdh.state.tx.us/ 
immunize/immpagel 
.htm.  

Texans honored 
with national 

medical awards 

Jane Wynn, RN, 
received the Marriott
Carlson Award for 
significant contribution 
to the overall enhance
ment of the air medical 
transport industry at the 
Air Medical Transport 
Conference last year.  
Wynn helped develop 
the first Association of 
Air Medical Services 
safety committee and 
eventually served as 
president of AAMS.  
Wynn, who is CEO of 
Mobile Healthcare, LLC,

CE Answers for July/ 

August CE article

1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
7.  
8.

B 
A 
A 
C 
B 
D 
D 
B

9. C 
10. A 
11. A 
12. B 
13. D 
14. C 
15. A
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in Dallas, also is one of 
eight Texas air medical 
providers to become a 
Certified Medical 
Transport Executive 
(CMTE). Also at the 
AMTC conference last 
year, Kelly Wolfe of 
Dallas' CareFlite was 
named 1998 Flight 
Paramedic of the Year 
by the National Flight 
Paramedics Association.  
Wolfe has been with 
CareFlite since 1991.

Diabetic driver 
kills one 

Driving under the 
influence of alcohol or 

drugs is dangerous-but 
so is driving without 
taking necessary medica
tion. A 58-year-old dia
betic driver who had not 
taken his medicine 
crashed his truck into a 
car in July in Dallas, 
killing the other driver 

and injuring his two sons.

The diabetic, who says in 
a published report that he 
had not taken his medi
cine that day, was diag
nosed with diabetes about 
a year ago. The Texas 
Department of Health has 
a program to look at 

taking dangerous drivers 
off the road. The Medical 
Advisory Board for Driver 
Licensing reviews docu
ments sent in by physi
cians who believe their 
patients may be unsafe on

the road and passes 
recommendations on to 
the Texas Department of 
Public Safety. Under the 
Health and Safety Code, 
physicians may not be 
held liable for reporting 
these patients. Law 
enforcement personnel 
may also refer drivers for 

medical evaluation. For 
information, call 512/834
6700 or go to http:// 
www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 
ems/mabhome.htm.

Billboard gets recognition for doctor

A funny thing happened to Dr. Harry Wilkins as he passed a wreck 

scene outside Tyler. Wilkins' photo had recently been put on billboards for 

East Texas Medical Center touting its status as a Level I trauma center. As 

Dr. Wilkins was on his way to Dallas to visit a friend, he came across a 

near-head-on collision betweeen a car and a busload of young children.  

Emergency crews were already working the scene, which was just across 

from one of the new billboards. As Wilkins walked toward the scene in his 

street clothes, the incident commander asked him to identify himself.  

Wilkins turned around, pointed and said: "That's me." The incident 

commander let him through.
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Life Flight crash kills three 

A Hermann Hospital Life Flight medical helicopter crashed in a 
field outside of Houston July 17, killing all three crew members. The 
crew members were licensed paramedic Mac Atteberry, 32; flight nurse 
Lynn Ethridge, 35; and pilot John Pittman, 58. The helicopter had just 
dropped off a patient and was making a refueling stop before picking 
up a patient at HCA Columbia Clear Lake Hospital. According to a 
statement issued by Hermann Hospital, there were no distress calls, the 
weather conditions clear, and the crew among the most experienced. The 
pilot had 30 years of flight experience, ten of those with Life Flight. This 
was the first fatal crash involving Life Flight since the program began 23 
years ago. In that time, Life Flight has flown more than 60,000 missions.

Bike helmet use 
up-but not 

enough 

Bike helmet use 
has risen from 18 per
cent in 1991 to 50 per
cent in 1998, but that 
means that half of all 
cyclists still do not 
regularly wear helmets.

Bike-related crashes 
kill 900 people every 
year and send 567,000 
injured riders to 
emergency rooms. Of 
bikers who report 
wearing a helmet, 98 
percent say they wear 
a helmet for safety 
reasons, 70 percent say 
they wear a helmet 
because a spouse or 
parent insist on it, and 
44 percent wear one to 
comply with a law. To 
reach riders who do 
not wear helmets, the 
U.S. Consumer Prod
uct Safety Commission

and McDonald's 
Corporation have 
partnered to launch a 
national bike safety 
campaign, "Get the 
Helmet Habit." For a 
bike safety web site, go 
to http://www.bike 
helmet.org.  

Correction: The 
chemical equation in 
the July/August issue CE 
article on page 38, in 
column 2, should read: 
HCl+H 2O-H++CI
This reaction is simpli
fied to more easily illus
trate the point.

_ Web 

sites 

Editor & Publisher's 
Media Links page covers 
thousands of web sites 
sponsored by media 
companies and organi
zations, including 1000 
newspapers: www.  
mediainfo.com/emedia/ 

Need advice for new 
parents? Once you get 
past the ads, this web 
site offers an email 

newsletter containing 
advice to parents. Go to 
www.totalbabycare.com.  

TDH's epidemiology 
program has added a 
web site profiling 
injuries along the 
Texas-Mexico border.  
Included is an analysis 
of injury mortality, 
trauma registry and risk 
factor data: www.tdh.  
state.tx.us/injury/ 
border.htm.  

If you're feeling 
brave and want to 
calculate your Body 
Mass Index (BMI), the 
number that tells you 
whether you need to 
step up to the treadmill 
a little more, go to 
http://uhs.bsd.uchicago 
.edu/dr-bob/tips/ 
bmi.html. The signifi
cance of the numbers is 
also explained.  

Has the number of 
new area codes in Texas 

got you a little con
fused? Make sure 
you're dialing the 
correct area code by 
visiting http://www.  
areacode-info.com/ 
location/texas.htm.  
Texas now has 18 
different area codes.
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Texas EMS Conference '99 
November 21-24, 1999 

Austin Convention Center 
Austin, Texas 

See you there!
* Choose from more than 100 

excellent continuing education 
workshops over three days 
taught by the leaders in EMS in 
Texas. You'll learn the latest 
advances in prehospital care, as 
well as having the opportunity to 
brush up on the basics.  

* Top quality preconference classes 
such as a two-day high angle 
rescue class and two EMS and 
terrorism classes, plus many of

the favorites from past years.  
" Learn about the latest in EMS 

technology in the 80,000 square 
feet of exhibit space filled with 
state-of-the-art information and 
products.  

" Your chance to network with 
2,500 of your EMS friends! 

" If you have questions, please call 
us at (512) 834-6700 or visit our 
web site at http://www.tdh.state.  
tx.us/hcqs/ems/99conf.htm

Agenda

Sunday, November 21, 1999

1:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Registration in Convention Center Inside Exhibit Hall 

3:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Exhibit Hall Opens with Welcome Reception 

Monday, November 22, 1999

7:00 am - 6:00 pm

8:15 am 

9:45 am -

9:30 am 

10:45 am

Registration in the Convention Center Inside Exhibit Hall 

Opening Session, Dr. James'Red' Duke, Ballroom A-C 

Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor)

10:00 am - 6:00 pm - Exhibit Hall Open 

11:00 am - 12noon - Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-C, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor) 

12 noon - 1:00 pm - Lunch on Exhibit Hall 

2:00 pm - 3:00 pm - Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-C, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor) 

3:15 pm - 4:15 pm - Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-C, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor) 

4:30 pm - 5:30 pm - Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-C, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor)
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8:30 am -9:30 am 

9:45 am -10:45 am 

11:00 am -12 noon

- Registration in the Convention Center, Inside Exhibit Hall 

- Early Bird Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-B, Rooms 4 -10 

(Third floor) 

- Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-B, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor) 

- Exhibit Hall Open, (closed during Awards Luncheon) 

- Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-B, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor) 

- Awards Luncheon, Exhibit Hall 

(Exhibit Hall open immediately after Awards Luncheon) 

- Exhibit Hall Open 

- Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-B, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor) 

- Exhibit Hall Closes 

- Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-C, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor) 

- Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom A-C, Rooms 4 -10 (Third floor)

- Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom 

- Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom 

- Workshop Breakouts, Ballroom

A-C, Rooms 6 

A-C, Rooms 6 

A-C, Rooms 6

Tuesday, November 23, 1999

Other groups' preconference activities: 

EMS Educators Association of Texas, (Hyatt) Call Jeff Jarvis at (254) 298-8563.  

Texas Ambulance Association, (Hyatt) Call Ron Beaupre at (972) 417-2878.  

EMS Association of Texas, (Hyatt) Call Ron Haussecker at (409) 277-6267.  

BTLS Board Meeting, (Hyatt) Call Nancy Davis, TCEP, at (512) 478-4091.  

Injury Scaling, (Omni) Call Ram Perez, TTCF at (915) 387-2521.  

Texas Assoc. of Air Medical Services, (Hyatt) Call Tom Flanagan at (713) 704-3502.
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7:00 am 

7:30 am 

8:45 am 

9:00 am 

10:00 am 

11:45 am

1:15pm 

2:00 pm 

3:00 pm 

3:15 pm 

4:30 pm

3:00 pm 

8:30 am 

9:45 am 

11:45 am 

11:00 am 

1:15 pm 

-3:00 pm 

- 3:00 pm 

- 4:15 pm 

-5:30 pm

Activities at no charge: 
Ride out with Austin 
EMS 

Want a chance to ride 
out with an urban 
service that responds to 
about 60,000 calls per 
year? Austin EMS is 
offering ride-outs at no 
charge during the 
conference. Different 
times are available. Sign 
up at the Austin EMS 
booth beginning Sunday 
on a first-come, first
served basis. Bring dark 
pants and shoes and a 
white, collared shirt.  
Call Warren 
Hassinger at (512) 469
2060.  

Tour Brackenridge's 
Level II Trauma Facility 
and see what a Level II 
Trauma Facility has to 
offer. Different times 
available; no charge for 
the tour. Sign up at the 
conference registration 
booth beginning Sunday 
on a first-come, first
served basis. Call Mike 
Berg at (512) 473-9591 
or email him at 
michael.berg@co.  
travis.tx.us

Wednesday, November 24, 1999

Conference Adjourns

Hotels 
Hyatt (Host Hotel) $70/$95 

(512) 477-1234 
Radisson $70/$80 

(512) 478-9611 
Four Seasons $110/$150 

(512)478-4500 
Omni Hotel $70/$110 

(512)476-3700 
Sheraton $70/$90 

(512) 480-8181 
Embassy Suites $112/$119 

(512)469-9000 
Marriott Capitol $70/$85 

(512)404-6946 
Rates listed are single/double.



Texas EMS Conference
Kegistration Form

Note: Make a copy of this form for each additional registration-only one registration 
per form. Fill in the name exactly like you want your nametag to be printed.

First Name LuWLLi__L LW LW 
(Please yfpe or print)

$95 before November 1 
$110 after November 1

Last Name LW LWWuLi i LW LWLW

Address LW LW LJ LW W W .WLW W W W W W L L L L City LW u ~ u L1 1W LW LW 1i WL WLWL WL

LW W L - Phone ,i - , i - , i i

Level of Certification Q ECA Q EMT L EMT-I 

Do you make purchasing decisions for your firm? __yes 

Do you subscribe to Texas EMS Magazine? yes __no

Q EMT-P Other/Title 

no For information on registration call (512) 458-2700 
If paying by credit card fax to (512) 467-1709 
For general information call (512) 834-6700 
hoitp://www. tdh.state. tx. us/hcqs/ems/99conf. Ihtr

PRECONFERENCE CLASSES 

If you are taking a preconference class, check the Preconference Class Title

D $40 Domestic Preparedness Training/Responder (Sat) Z $55 Peer Support/Crisis Intervention

Q $105 High Angle Rescue 

D $105 Cave Rescue 

$ 35 EMS Managing Hazardous Materials 

$ 75 Infection Control in the 90s 

D $50 Klown Kollege

Mailed registrations will not be accepted after 11/1/99

D $65 Domestic Preparedness Training/Provider (St 

Q $30 Paramedic CurriculumIntro 

D $65 Learning the 12-lead ECG/Acute MI 

Q $40 Moulage

Q $50 Cadaver Lab (number 
time preferences 1,2,3) 

n.) 8:30 11:00 2:30 

Preconference registration 
deadline October 8, 1999.

No refund after 11/1/99

Q MC Q Visa Q AmExprss Credit Card No.  

Card Holder 

Signature of Card Holder 

$110 registration at the door

Card Exp.-

Sunday, November 21, 1999 
1:00 pm - 7:00 pm Registration-Convention Center 

3:00 pm - 7:00 pm Exhibit Hall Opens-Welcome Reception 

Monday, November 22,1999 
7:00 am - 6:00 pm Registration-Convention Center 

Tuesday, November 23,1999 
7:00 am - 3:00 pm Registration-Convention Center 

Date Check Method Amt.  
Rec'd. No. of Pmt. Rec'd.

Conference 
Registration Fee

PreConference 

class fee included + 

Total Amount $ 
enclosed 

Check or money order must accom

pany registration. Registration by fax 

will be accepted only if you are using 
a credit card. No refund after 11/1/99

There is a 9% administration fee if a 
refund is necessary.  

Make check to: Pace Meetings & Incentives 
Mail: 1214W. 6th Street, Suite 110 

Austin, TX 78703
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State ,iZip u, i

Total Preconference Class Fee $

Amount 

$



Texas EMS Conference '99 
Exhibitor Registration Form 

Included in the exhibitor registration: 
" Two full registrations to the conference, $50 for each additional registration 
" Access to any of the 100 workshops 

" Complimentary lunch for Monday and Tuesday 
e Canvas conference bag 
" Listing in our conference program (if application and money received before 10/15) 
" One six-foot table, two chairs, and carpeted aisles 
e 24-hour security in the Exhibit Hall 

Call 512/834-6700 ext. 2364 or 834-6748 for exhibitor information.  
To see an exhibit hall floorplan visit http://www.tdh.state.tx.ushcqs/ems99floor.htm 
If paying by credit card, you may fax your completed registration to: Fax 512/467-1709 

SPONSORED BY TEXAs DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND TEXAS HEALTH FOUNDATION 

(Information used for name badge - please type or print)

T E X A S E M S CO N F E R E N C E '99 - EXHIBITOR REGISTRATION FORM

Firm Name uji LJ u LJi ui ii u ui ii ii i- i LJ i tj L _ __ uj uj_ Mi G

Address LI Li i__I L i L Li Li L _ Li iu 1 i City Li L i L.. _u.L Li _uuL i I ui L e

State i i Zip t s ie---- LJ i i Phone L ui --i it i- i i FAX iuL I -L __u__IL 

Type of business /products (Please be specific-this determines what kind of company you are placed next to.) 

(Note: Two representatives per exhibit space are included in the registration fee. Additional representatives are welcome and will be charged $50-please 
include this amount in your check total. If you have more names, staple a printed or typed list to the back of this form.)

Last Name

I 1

First Name

3. L1uuuuuuuuuL L uL L uLuL LI uuL 

MC Visa Q AmExprss Nredit Card 

Card Holder_ 

Signature of Card Holder

uuuuuu J J 1 

Luuuu1 1 J 1 

i Li Li Li Li L

Card Exp

Exhibit hall floorplan http:// 
www. tdh. state. tx. us/hcqs/ems/ 
99floor.htn 

Booth location request: 
write in booth number(s), 
all efforts will be made to 
honor booth choices.  

1st choice

n c onice ($50 each) _ 

3rd choice 
Add $100 to the total after 10/1/99 

4th choice_ 

__ Let us choose 
Total for you

REGULAR BOOTH 
(1) 10X10 regular booth.. $600 each 

(2) 10X10 booths .............. $575 each 

(3 or more) ......................... $550 each

VEHICLE BOOTH 

(1) 20X20 vehicle booth .. $650 each 

(2) 20X20 booths .............. $600 each 

(3 or more) ......................... $550 each

Date Check Method Amt.  
' Rec'd. No. of Pmt. Rec'd.  
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Title/Certification 

Make check payable to: Pace Meetings & 
Incentives 

Mail to: 
Pace Meetings/Exhibitor 
1214 W. 6th Street, Suite 110 
Austin, TX 78703 

If paying by credit card, you may fax your 
completed registration to: Fax 512/467-1709

No refund after 11/1/99 

Number booths Amount 
& extra reps. enclosed 

Regular $ 
Booths 

Vehicle $ 
Booths 

Extra reps.



N 

Cl 

'C

MONDAY 

Room/ Ballroom Ballroom Ballroom Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 8 (265) Room 9AB Room 9C Room 10 

Capacity A (1,444) B (304) C (360) (190) (219) (322) (252) (258) (330) 

8:15 am - 9:30 am James "Red" Duke, MD TEXAS TRAUMA SYSTEMS (Trauma) BALLROOMS A-C 

Racht, MD Educator Poulter Eaddy Elbert Charpentier Mitchell Yates 

9:45 a.m. All Arrests Track The Hearing Brave & Emergency & Nelson Developing Truly 

. are not Cason Impaired Crazy: Street Breech Birth Open Records Effective Unknown 

10:45 a.m. Created Equal EMS Patient Psychiatry for and EMS Run Prevention Medical 

Education EMS Sheets Programs Emergencies 

Agenda for 
the Future 

P. Anderson Lawrence Genzel, MD Panel Stadthagen K. Rubin Athey Hinson Lanier Bolleter 

Diabetic Contagious Pre-Arrest What Understanding Coping with Where Have Rapid Where EMS Another 

11:00 a.m. Emergencies: Disease Cardiac Employers the Basics of Children All the Med- Sequence Fits into the Chance: Organ 

- DKA vs. Challenges Critical Care Expect of 12-Lead EKG Calmly ics Gone: A Intubation Incident Donation 

12:00 a.m. Hypoglycemic for EMS New Research (RSI) Command 

Shock Graduates Study System 

Shook, MD White Genzel, MD Phillips Stadthagen Waites P. Anderson Thompson Kovach Bolleter 

2 p.m. Pediatrics Recognition Post-Arrest Preceptor Recognizing The Thrill of Successful PreHospital Managing the A Paralyzing 

& Treatment Cardiac Training Ischemia, Victory: The Mgmt of the Care of the Post Polio Thought 

3 p.m. of Critical Care Injury & Agony of Agressive Pt Sexually Syndrome Pt 

Respiratory Infarct on the Sports Assaulted Pt 

Problems 12-Lead EKG Illness/Injury 

DeLorenzo, Harbert Coll Rodriguez Yates Charpentier Benson Glenn Clinchy, PhD Neff 

3:15 p.m. MD Violence Hepatitis C: Distance Profes- BTLS 2000 How to Build CISM for Denial Might Case Studies in 

- Biological Against the The Latest Education in sionalism a DWI Ground & Kill You ... It Advanced 

4:15 p.m. Warfare Elderly Threat EMS in EMS Awarenss Medical Almost Killed Burn Care 

Agents Program Disasters Me 

Helberg Wright Turner A. Dean & Beeson Etheridge Hinson Curry Taylor McCurdy 

4:30 p.m. Airbags Injury Trauma You Have Baker Ventilator Tissue Hypo- Combative The Risks of Delayed Responding to 

- & Treatment Designation: the Right to PowerPoint Mgmt & Inter- perfusion: Pts: Paralyze EMS Transport/ Aircraft 

5:30 p.m. A Team Remain Basics Facility Shock or Wilderness Related 

Concept Silent Transport Tranquilize? Medicine Medical 

Emergencies



TUESDAY  

Room/ Ballroom A Ballroom B Ballroom C Room 4 Room 5 Room 6 Room 8 Room 9AB Room 9C Room 10 
Capacity (1,444) (304) (360) (190) (219) (322) (265) (252) (258) (330)

7:30 a.m.
8:30 a.m.

Mitchell 
By-Pass and 
Diversion

Salter 
Assessment 
& Mgmt of 
Shock in the 

Pedi Pt

Frey 
Uncommon 
Causes of 

Anaphylaxis

Bolleter Dodson 
8:45 a.m. - Just Before Circle of 
9:45 a.m. the Dawn Protection 

Salter Racht, MD 
10 a.m. Thoracic Clinical 

- Trauma: Changes to 
11 a.m. Assessment & Expect in 

Mgmt for the EMS 
EMT-B 

Phillips Genzel, MD 
2:00 p.m. - Asthma & Advanced 
3:00 p.m. COPD: Concepts & 

Assessment & Pearls 
Treatment

3:15 p.m. 
4:15 p. m

Stevenson 
Brain Attack: 
Acute Strokes

Burns 
What if your 
Patient has 
Four Legs?

Phillips 
Handling 

Consent & 
Refusal 

Situations

Educator 
Track 

Costello/Hayes 
Provider/Ed 
Partnerships

Harbert 
Sexual 

Harassment in 
EMS

Evans 
The ABCs of 

Hepatitis

Monahan & 
Gray 
CPAP

Johnson 
Establishing a 

Productive 
Organizational 

Culture

Curry 
So Many 

Products, So 
Little Money

Puryear 
ID/Treating 
Chem/Bio 
Terrorist 
Agents

A. Dean & Villers Atwell Lawrence Phillips Waites Stout, MD 
Baker 12-Lead Case Trauma in the Drug Resist- Effective Response to Congestive 

Advanced Studies Geriatric ant Organisms? Charting in Industrial Heart Failure 
PowerPoint Patient EMS Incidents 

McGowan/ Stumph Sirbaugh, Riley & Frey Tapia Genzel, MD 
Richardson Enhancing MD Hendricks Drug The Adrenalin EMS at 

Intro to AMLS Service Kids are just That Don't Calculations Rush: Do you Mass 
Quality Little Adults, Impress Me for the Live; Do you Gatherings 
through Right? Much Mathematical- Die? 

Accreditation ly Challenged 

Atwell Beeson J. Rubin Morris P. Anderson S. Anderson Villers 
Ethics Climate Hemo- Jump START: MCIs: How do Easy Child Passen- Trends in 

in EMS: A dynamic Rapid Triage you Prepare? Interpretation ger Safety Cardiac Care 
Research Study Monitoring for Pedi Pts of ABGs Seats Inspec- Research 

tions (CPS)

R. Dean 
Medical 

Considerations 
for Dive Teams

DeLorenzo, 
MD 

Tactical EMS

Helberg 
Detecting 

Child Abuse

Haschke, 
Beeson & 

Salter 
Managing the 

Difficult 
Airway 
(2 hours)

Stout, MD 
Acid Base 

Balance for 
PreHospital 
Personnel

Lowry 
Use of Elec

tronic Media in 
Ed., Train ing 
& Marketing

Gonzalez 
Diabetic 
Emergen

cies

Neff Bybee Hilliard Mohler Klause Dutton, (Cont. from Elbert Glover Medley 
4:30 p.m. - Clinical Sexual Septic Shock Crime Victims Effective Kennedy & above) Wide Complex The Universal Proper 
5:30 p.m. Shock Assault: Compensation Phone Shelton Tachycardias Pt Simulator in PreHospital 

Syndrome Crime but a & EMS Communi- Operation EMS Education Burn Mgmt 
Pt First cations Prom Night

M 
a

'0 
r0 

r 

N 

yK



PRECONFERENCE CLASSES 
NOVEMBER 20-21, 1 999

Saturday classes

Domestic Preparedness Training: 
Responder Awareness 

4-hour class, $40, Hyatt 
2 pm - 6 pm, CE Cat.: Medical 

This four-hour class is the first in a 
series of two classes concerning 
EMS response to terrorism. Public 
safety personnel, including EMS, 
are the front-line individuals who 
will need to be able to recognize 
such an event and prepare to treat 
those affected by the event, 
including themselves. This class is 
limited to 60 students. This class is 
a prerequisite for Domestic Pre
paredness Training: EMS Provider 
Course (offered on Sunday), which 
is limited to 24 students. For more 
information contact Mike Berg at 
(512) 473-9591 or email him at 
michael.berg@co.travis.tx.us

Saturday/Sunday classes 

High Angle Rescue 
16-hour class, $105, 8 am - 5 pm 
Austin Fire Department Train
ing Tower and Cliffs at the 
greenbelt 
(Meet at the Hyatt) 
CE Categories: Prep-4, Trauma

6.5, Med-5, Spec Pt-2 
Learn the basics of high angle 
rescue in this comprehensive two
day introductory course. Partici
pants will have hands-on training in 
rappelling, hauls/lowers, basic 
knots, anchors, patient assessment 
and patient packaging. This class 
will fill up fast. This class will 
award 16 hours of CE and includes 
all necessary equipment except 
personal helmets (fire okay) and 
leather gloves. Strictly limited to 25 
students. Lunch and transportation 
will be included. For more informa
tion, please contact Rod Dennison 
or Mike Foegelle at (254) 778-6744 
or email them at rod.dennison@9 
tdh.state.tx.us or mike.foegelle@

tdh.st 
at j&l 

Cave 
1 

( 
C 

6.5, M 
Learn 
this c 
This i 
vides 
patie 
ing, h 
ground 
caves 
hours 
ment 
glove 
limited 
will f 
and t 
For m 
conta 
Foeg

ate.tx.us or email John Green 
green@selectrec. net.  

Rescue 
6-hour class, $105, 8 am - 5 pm 
Whirlpool Cave; Goat Cave 
Meet at the Hyatt) 
E Categories: Prep-4, Trauma
led-5, Spec Pt-2 
the basics of cave rescue in 

omprehensive two-day course.  
ntroductory cave class pro
lots of hands-on training in 

nt assessment, patient packag
auls/lowers - all while under
nd in some of Austin's popular 

This class will award 16 
of CE. All necessary equip

is provided except leather 
s and knee pads. Strictly 
d to 25 students. This class 
ill fast so sign up early. Lunch 
ransportation will be included.  
more information, please 
ct Rod Dennison or Mike 
elle at (254) 778-6744 or email 

them at rod.dennison 

@tdh.state .tx.us or 
mike.foegelle@tdh.state.  
tx.us or email John Green at 
j&lgreen@selectrec.net.  

EMS Managing Hazardous 
Materials 

16-hour class 
$35 
Hyatt 
8 am -5pm 
CE Category: Medical 

Come and see how EMS 
can respond to a hazmat 
incident in this hazardous 
materials class designed 
specifically for EMS re
sponders. 16 hours of CE.  
Class limited to 50 stu
dents. Call Betsy DuBard 
at (512) 834-6700 or email 
her at elizabeth.dubard 
@tdh.state.tx.us for more 
information.
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WEDNESDAY 

Room/ Ballroom A Ballroom B Ballroom C Room 6 

Capacity (1,444) (304) (360) (322) 

Eaddy & Gonzalez Cooper & Weeks 

8:30 a.m. Etheridge Street Drugs Terrorism: 
Getting Medics Surviving the 

9:30 a.m. Comfortable with Secondary Device 
Research 

Bolleter Mercier Filipp Kovach 
9:45 a.m. Innocent Blood PreHospital Rapid When Shock Cervical 

Sequence Intubation Doesn't Look Like Immobilization in 

10:45 a.m. (RSI) Shock the Intubated 
Medical Patient 

(ETT Displacement) 

Turner Spranger 
11:00 a.m. "I'm Not Going!" The Physiology 

What do you do Behind Major Signs 
12:00 p.m. with the Mentally Ill & Symptoms 

Pt?



PRECONFERENCE CLASSES 
NOVEMBER 20-21, 1 999

Saturday/Sunday classes 
continued 

Infection Control in the 90s 
16-hour class, $75, Hyatt 
8 am -5pm 
CE Category: Medical 

Learn the basics of infection control 
in the prehospital setting, with 16 
hours of CE. The class will cover 
the state and federal laws and how 
to create and implement protocols 
for your service and is designed to 
assist the Infection Control Nurse/ 
Officer in implementation of a pre
hospital infection control program.  
Limited to 50 students. For infor
mation on class content, call Mary 
Hegdal at (210) 567-7859 or email 
her at mhegdal@juno.com.  

Klown Kollege 
12-hour class, $50, Hyatt 
9 am -5 pm; 9 am -3 pm 
CE Category: Additional 

Learn to be a safety clown from 
Who Who the Safety Clown, 12 
hours of CE. Strictly limited to 15 
students. For information, call Dean 
Baswell at (940) 322-1506, ext. 102.  

Peer Support/Crisis Intervention 
Strategies Course, 8 am - 4 pm 

14-hour class, $55, Hyatt 
CE Category: Special 

This class is designed to teach basic 
communication techniques and to 
provide a protocol for working with 
individuals in crisis. Targeted to 
emergency service personnel, mili
tary and business/industry profes
sionals without formal training in 
mental health, as well as mental 
health professionals who desire to 
increase their knowledge of one-on
one crisis intervention techniques.  
12.5 hours of CE; also recognized as 
CE for LPC, LMFT, Social Worker 
and TCLEOSE. Limited to 35 stu
dents. For information, call Betsy 
DuBard at (512) 834-6700 or email 
her at elizabeth. dubard@tdh.  
state.tx.us for more information.

Sunday classes

Domestic Preparedness Training: 
EMS Provider Course 

8-hour class, $65, Hyatt 
8 am -5 pm 
CE Category: Medical 

The second in a series of two 
classes concerning EMS response to 
terrorism. This class is designed as 
an eight-hour training program in 
how to respond to acts of nuclear, 
biological and chemical terrorism.  
Required prerequisite is Domestic 
Preparedness Training: Responder 
Awareness. Strictly limited to 24 
students. For more information 
contact Mike Berg at (512) 473-9591 
or email michael.berg@co.travis 
.tx.us 

Paramedic Curriculum 
Introduction 

8-hour class, $30, Hyatt 
8 am -5pm 
CE Category: Additional 

The U.S. Department of Transporta
tion's new Paramedic Curriculum 
will be adopted by Texas in Sep
tember 2000. This workshop will 
present a detailed overview of the 
changes in the philosophy and 
content of the paramedic course.  
Participants will be provided with 
information and resources to assist 
them with implementation of the 
revised curriculum. For informa
tion contact Neil Coker at (806) 
743-3218 or email him at alhnbc@ 
ttuhsc.edu.  

Learning the 12- Lead ECG: Princi
ples of Prehospital Interpretation 
and Management 

8-hour class, $65, Hyatt 
8 am -5pm 
CE Category: Cardiac 

This basic course will help students 
to formulate a systematic approach 
to the interpretation of the 12-lead 
ECG. Emphasis is placed on the 
analysis of the early signs of the 
acute MI pattern. The course will

introduce concepts of bundle 
branch blocks, fascicular blocks, axis 
deviations and conditions that 
mimic acute MI. Class is strictly 
limited to 60 students. For more 
information contact Lance Villers at 
(210) 567-7883 or email him at 
villers@uthscsa.edu.  

Moulage, 12 pm - 4 pm 
4-hour class, $40, Hyatt 
CE Category: Additional 

Learn the basic concepts of disaster 
makeup using simple, easily pur
chased materials. Techniques 
covered include bruising, lacera
tions, burns and penetrating inju
ries. Wear old clothes that can get 
ruined! This popular class, which 
fills fast, awards 4 hours of CE.  
Class limited to 30 students. For 
information call Lee Sweeten at 
(830) 278-7173 or email him at 
lee.sweeten tdh.state.tx.us.  

Cadaver Lab, 
2-hour class 
$50 
Austin Convention Center 
8:30 am - 10:30 am 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm 
2:30 pm - 4:30 pm 
CE Category: Preparatory 

This two-hour course, co-sponsored 
by Scott & White Hospital and 
Temple College EMS Technology 
Program, will teach the basics of 
human anatomy using a cadaver.  
Two hours of CE. On the registra
tion form, number time preferences 
1,2,3; assignments will be made on 
a first-come, first-served basis. Each 
class is limited to 40 students. No 
class assignments will be made 
without payment received. You 
will receive a confirmation with 
your class time listed. For more 
information on class content 
contact Diane Quintanilla at 
(254) 298-8562 or email her at 
dianesimpson@templejc.edu
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Is your EMS service 
mentioned in Local and 

Regional EMS News? 

It needs to be! Are you planning 
a fundraiser? A training class? A 
public education program? Do 

you have new people on board? 
Have you elected new officers? 

Send your news to: 
Texas EMS Magazine 
Kelly Harrell, Editor 

Bureau of Emergency 
Management 

1100 West 49th Street 
Austin, Texas 78756-3199 

(512)834-6700 
Fax (512) 834-6736 

We welcome letters to the 
editor on EMS issues, maga

zine articles or other topics of 
interest. We print letters to the 

editor as we have space.

Luling EMS participates in 
Shattered Dreams program 

and local health fair 

In April Luling EMS, along 
with Luling PD, Luling FD and 
San Antonio AirLife, participated 
in the Shattered Dreams DWI 
Awareness program. Starting 
about 8 am, a student was pulled 
out of the classroom every 
fifteen minutes to symbolize the 
death of that student from a 
drunk driver. Luling emergency 
services also set up a mock DWI 
wreck involving two cars and a 
pedestrian. The following day, 
the school held an assembly at 
which personnel from Luling 
PD, Texas Department of Public 
Safety and San Antonio AirLife 
and a paralyzed victim of a 
drunk driving collision spoke 
about the dangers of drinking 
and driving. LEMS also partici
pated in the second annual

Luling EMS and San 
Antonio AirLife transport a 
mock DWI collision victim 

while high school students 
look on. The mock collision, 

set up outside of the local 
high school, was part of the 
Shattered Dreams program, 

which teaches teens about the 
dangers of drinkingand 

driving.
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Summer Safety Symposium 
during Texas EMS Week. Safety 
booths included presentations 
on fire prevention, 9-1-1 access, 
mouth protection for athletes, 
DWI and drug awareness, water 
safety, bicycle safety and seat 
belts. Prizes given away at the 
symposium included two bi
cycles, safety helmets and two 
car seats.  

VVRMCEMS paramedic 
runs against cancer 

Dexter Tooke, a 48-year-old 
paramedic with Val Verde 
Regional Medical Center EMS in 
Del Rio, recently ran the Ameri
can Cancer Society 24-hour 
Relay for Life for the fourth 
time. Tooke set an event record 
of 94 miles by a one-man team 
and won the award for the most 
money collected by an indi
vidual. Tooke has been partici-



IL 

Charles Royall, EMT/firefighter with 
Luling EMS and Luling FD, allowed 
children to try on his firefighting gear 
during Luling's second annual Summer 
Safety Symposium during Texas EMS 
Week.

pating in duathlons, triathlons, 
marathons and bike racing for 
more than 20 years. Tooke trains 
to increase physical fitness, to 
compete and as a release for job
related stress.  

EasTex EMS Ambulance 
Service gets community 

recognition for a save 

The San Augustine Tribune 
recently reported that medics 
Heath Batton, EMT-P, and Scott 
Tomlin, EMT-I, of EasTex EMS 
Ambulance Service, saved a local 
man who went into cardiac arrest 
a few steps from the emergency 
department entrance. One of the 
medics was waiting to be released 
after he had been treated for an 
asthma attack when the man 
began complaining of chest pains.  
Using the hospital's equipment, 
the medics shocked the man four

times before his rhythm con
verted. The man was stabilized at 
Memorial Medical Center-San 

Augustine before being trans
ferred to a hospital in Lufkin.  
Doctors at Memorial Medical 
Center-San Augustine credited 
the medics' fast actions for saving 
the man's life.  

Harlingen EMS celebrates 
20 years of service, 

announces new service 

South Texas Emergency Care 
Foundation, Inc., providing 
service through Harlingen EMS, 
celebrated 20 years of service to 
the south Texas region in July by 
honoring several people in the 
community who have supported 
the foundation, including cur
rent and former board members.  
STECFI, which provides services 
through Harlingen EMS and

Bill Aston, director of South Texas 
Emergency Care Foundation Inc., 

right, accepts a plaque from Jim 
Arnold, assistant bureau chief for 

TDH EMS, commemorating the 
foundation's 20 years of service to the 

south Texas region. STECFI 
provides services through Harlingen 

EMS, Valley AirCare anda new 
Critical Care Transport service.

;outh Padre Island 
,almn Valley, Santa Rosa 

os. Ranch Viejo 
Ounty

999 

of Service

,~
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Valley AirCare, also announced 
the beginning of a new Critical 
Care Transport service. This new 
service will provide 24-hour 
transport of critical patients from 
one hospital to another and will 
be staffed by a critical care RN 
and a paramedic working in a 
vehicle equipped with critical 
care equipment, such as IV 
pumps and patient monitors.  

Mineral Wells Fire/EMS 
Department sponsors Texas 

EMS Week events 

Mineral Wells Fire/EMS 
Department celebrated Texas 
EMS Week by co-hosting a 
bicycle rodeo and trail ride.  
Other sponsors were State Farm 
Insurance, WalMart, Bluebon
net Bicycle Adventures and 
Mineral Wells PD. MWFEMSD 
also visited area schools to give 

away Ready Teddy coloring 
books and other safety informa
tion to the students. The ser-

vice estimates that it made con
tact with more than 6,000 people 
during Texas EMS Week.  

Ten Texas 
telecommunicators honored 

by 9-1-1 commission 

Ten Texas telecommunicators 
were honored in April with the 
1999 Telecommunicator of the 
Year Award for exemplary han
dling of a 9-1-1 call. Given by the 
Texas Advisory Commission on 
State Emergency Communica
tions, the awards recognized all of 

the individuals who answer more 
than 12 million 9-1-1 calls for emer
gency police, fire and medical as

sistance each year. Recipients of 

the 1999 Telecommunicator of the 
Year Award were Brenda Cortez, 
Cleburne PD; Dave Dilling, Austin 

EMS; Shirley Eastis, Dallas Com
munications Center; Lisa Fisher, 
Denton PD; Paul S. Guerra, Me
morial Villages PD; Cindy 
Muehlbrad, Odessa Emergency

Communications; Debbie 
Riley, Euless PD; Dee 
Sparkman, River Oaks PD; 
Kay Talley, Somervell County 
Sheriff's Department; and 
Mike Tunnell, Dallas FD.  

SPEMS RAC undergoes 
trauma systems survey 

The SPEMS RAC, made up 
of Lubbock and the surround
ing counties, hosted its trauma 
systems survey in April. The 
first trauma systems survey 
conducted in Texas, the survey 
included visits to University 
Medical Center in Lubbock, 
Brownfield EMS, Seminole 
EMS, Memorial Hospital of 
Seminole, Lynn County EMS, 
Lynn County Hospital, 
Lorenzo VEMS and Covenant 

Health Center in Lubbock.  
The survey team was made up 
of members of TDH Emer
gency Health Care Systems 
program, TDH regional staff 

Safety makes for a happy cyclist in 

the bicycle rodeo co-sponsored by 

Mineral Wells Fire/EMS Depart

ment during Texas EMS Week.  

The service also handed out injury 

prevention materials to students in 

the local schools.
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Members of the trauma systems 
survey team and Brownfield EMS 
take time for a picture during the 
SPEMS RAC trauma systems 
survey. The SPEMS RAC 
underwent the first Texas trauma 

systems survey in April.

and three non-TDH members: 
one physician, one nurse and 
one paramedic.  

Austin firefighter honored 
by Firehouse 

Firehouse, a national firefight
ers magazine, honored Austin 
firefighter/EMT Glen 
Hertenberger in July for his 
rescue of a man from a burning 
house. Hertenberger smelled 
smoke outside of his home one

evening and quickly realized that 
the smoke was coming from a 
neighbor's house. He donned 
his fire gear, which he had 
brought home that day, kicked 
down the burning house's door, 
found his neighbor sitting on the 
floor and dragged him from the 
house. Fire Captain Mike 
Stephenson nominated 
Hertenberger for the magazine 
award because firefighters are 
trained to work as a team but 
Hertenberger rescued the man

by himself. Hertenberger has 
also received a medal of valor 
from AFD.  

New Braunfels Fire & 
Rescue celebrates Texas 

EMS Week 

New Braunfels Fire & Rescue 
held a public health fair at a local 
mall to celebrate EMS Week.  
The service also co-sponsored a 

Ready Teddy art contest with the 
New Braunfels Children's Mu-

Red E. Fox, the 9-1-1 commission's 
safety mascot, Ready Teddy and 

personnel of New Braunfels Fire & 
Rescue talk to children at the New 

Braunfels Children's Museum 
about being safe and calling 9-1-1 

during Texas EMS Week.

eI
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k aa, " ' HCVFD participates in 
mock DWI demo

seum. At the museum, Red E.  

Fox, the 9-1-1 commission's 

safety mascot, and Ready Teddy 

spoke with children about safety 

and calling 9-1-1 while the 
children toured NBFR's ambu

lances. The three winners of the 

art contest joined the service's 

personnel at a spaghetti dinner, 
and the service received a proc

lamation from the mayor. State 

Farm Insurance donated 100 

teddy bears for the EMS units.  

Northwest EMS celebrates 
Think Child Safety, 
Texas EMS Week 

During Texas EMS Week, 
Northwest EMS in Tomball 

teamed up with the Tomball PD 

Bike Team to teach area children 

about bicycle safety. NWEMS 
also sponsored a Helmets for 

Heads Golf Classic and raised

Personnel from Williamson 
County EMS and Hutto Commu

nity VFD stabilize a patient prior 

to transport at the scene of a mock 

DWIdemonstration. Emergency 
workers hope that demonstrations 

such as this will encourage teens 

to think before they drink and 

drive.  

more than $9,000 to buy bicycles 

and helmets for area children to 

mark the beginning of the Think 

Child Safety program. Luby's 
Cafeteria and NWEMS sponsored 

a Think Child Safety breakfast, 
raising $1,200 for children's 
bicycle helmets.  

Ready Teddy greets families as they come 

to the Think Child Safety breakfast at 
Luby's Cafeteria in Tomball. Northwest 

EMS and Luby's raised money to buy 

bicycle helmets for local children as part 

of the Think Child Safety kick-off and 
Texas EMS Week celebrations.

Hutto Community VFD and 

several other emergency re
sponse agencies in Williamson 
County participated in a mock 
DWI demonstration held out

side of Hutto High School. The 
students viewed a slide show 

put together by Williamson 

County EMS personnel and 

then went outside to watch as 

police, fire departments and 
EMS crews worked a realistic 
extrication and emergency 
response scene. Also participat
ing in this mock DWI demo 
were personnel from 
Williamson County EMS, 
Round Rock FD, Travis County 
Fire Control, Williamson County 

constables, DPS, Hutto PD, 
Justice of the Peace Judge Judy 

Hobbs, Condra Funeral Home, 

Hester Bros. Automotive and 

Hutto High School drama 

students.  

y
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Texas Department of Health EMS Offices

Bureau of 
Emergency Management 

http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 
ems/regions.htm 

1100 West 49th Street 
Austin, Texas 78756-3199 

(512) 834-6700 

Public Health Region 1 
http://www.rOl.tdh.state.tx.us/ 

ems/emshome.htm 

Terry Bavousett 
P.O. Box 60968, WTAMU Station 

Canyon, Texas 79016 
(806) 655-7151 

Denny Martin 
1109 Kemper 

Lubbock, Texas 79403 
(806) 744-3577

Public Health Regions 2 & 3 
http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 

ems/r2&3home.htm 

Jimmy Dunn 
1351 East Bardin Road 

P. 0. Box 181869 
Arlington, Texas 76096-1869 

(817) 264-4404 

Jerry Bradshaw 
4309 Jacksboro Hwy, Suite 101 

Wichita Falls, Texas 76302 
(940) 767-8593 

Andrew Cargile 
1290 S. Willis, Suite 100 

Abilene, Texas 79605 
(915) 690-4410
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Public Health Regions 4 & 5 
http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 

ems/r4&5home.htm 

Brett Hart 
1517 W. Front Street 

Tyler, Texas 75702-7854 
(903) 533-5370 

Public Health Region 6 
http://www.r06.tdh.state.tx.us/ 

ems/r6home.htm 

C. Wayne Morris 
5425 Polk Street, Suite J 

Houston, Texas 77023 

(713) 767-3333 

Public Health Region 7 
http://www.r07.tdh.state.tx.us/ 

ems/ems.htm 

Rod Dennison 
2408 S. 37th St.  

Temple, Texas 76504-7168 
(254) 778-6744 

Public Health Region 8 
http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 

ems/r8home.htm 

Lee Sweeten 
1021 Garner Field Road 

Uvalde, Texas 78801 

(830) 278-7173 

Steve Hanneman 
Fernando Posada 

7430 Louis Pasteur 
San Antonio, Texas 78229 

(210) 949-2050 

Public Health Regions 9 & 10 
http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 

ems/r910home.htm 

Tom Cantwell 
6070 Gateway East, Suite 401 

El Paso, Texas 79905 
(915) 774-6200 

Leland Hart 
2301 N. Big Spring, Ste. 300 

Midland, Texas 79705 
(915) 683-9492 

Public Health Region 11 
http://www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 

ems/r11home.htm 

Noemi Sanchez 
601 W. Sesame Dr.  

Harlingen, Texas 78550 
(956) 423-0130 

Rothy Moseley 
1233 Agnes 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78401 
(512) 888-7762

September/October 1999 Texas EMS Magazine 25



MD1 EMS Education

By 
Neil Coker, BS, 

EMT-P

Frequently asked questions about 

EMS Education
Neil Coker is the state 
EMS training coordina
tor. Call him at (806) 
743-3218 or email him 
at ALHNBC@TTUHSC 
.EDU 

-1 EMS Fact: Of 
the 30 American 
paramedics serving 
in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, nine 
are from Texas.  
-King Fahad National 
Guard Hospital

Q: Is Texas going to adopt the re
vised Paramedic National Standard 
Curriculum? 

A: Yes. Effective September 1, 
2000, all paramedic courses must re

flect the content, depth, and breadth 
of the 1998 Paramedic National Stan
dard Curriculum.  

Q: Why was September, 2000, se
lected as the implementation date? 

A: The Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (THECB) cur
rently is working on a project to 

standardize the names and descrip
tions used by Texas colleges for 
workforce courses. Colleges will be
gin using these uniform course 
names and descriptions for their 
EMS courses in September, 2000.  
Since the course descriptions being 
developed by THECB will be consis
tent with the 1998 Paramedic Na
tional Standard Curriculum, setting 
September, 2000, as the implementa
tion date simplifies the adoption pro
cess for the colleges, THECB and 
TDH.  

Q: If my program is ready before 

September, 2000, can we start teaching 
the revised curriculum? 

A: Yes. The principal difference 
between the 1985 curriculum and the 
1998 curriculum is in the depth and 
breadth of content. Everything in the 
1985 curriculum is included in the 
1998 version, so a student who com
pletes a 1998 course will have no 
problem passing an exam based on 
the 1985 edition.  

Q: How many hours will it take to 

teach the 1998 paramedic curriculum? 
A: Based on the field tests of the 

curriculum, the developers say that 
an average program using average

resources to teach average students 
will be able to accomplish the objec
tives within the following time peri
ods: 

Lecture/Laboratory 500 to 600 clock hours 
Clinical 250 to 300 clock hours 

Field Internship 250 to 300 clock hours 
Total 1000 to 1200 clock hours 

Q: Are there recommendations for 
specific amounts of time in various clini
cal sites? 

A: No. The curriculum takes a 
"competency-based" rather than an 
"hour-based" approach. Clinical re
quirements are described in terms of 
procedures students must be able to 
perform or types of patients they must 
be able to assess and manage. It is the 
responsibility of individual program di
rectors and their instructors to identify 
the best way to meet the clinical objec
tives using available resources.  

Q: Where can I get more informa
tion?.  

A: Go to the Curriculum Develop
ment Project's website at http:www.  
pitt.edu/~ paramed. The entire cur
riculum can be downloaded in 
WordPerfect format from that 
location.  

Q: Will there be workshops to intro
duce the revised curriculum? 

A: Yes. The National Association of 
EMS Educators will be presenting a cur
riculum workshop on September 14-15, 
1999, at The Radisson Twin Towers in 
Orlando, Florida. For information, call 
412-578-3219 or e-mail NAEMSE at 
naemse@naemse.org. A curriculum 
workshop also will be held as a pre-con
ference offering at the 1999 Texas EMS 
Conference.
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SEMS Standards 

By 
Linda Reyes

Frequently asked questions about 

EMS Standards
Q: Is the Bureau of Emergency 

Management now certifying emergency 
medical dispatchers? 

A: No, we will not be certifying 
dispatchers. We will be certifying 
instructors of dispatchers, or more 
correctly, EMS operator instructors.  
In the last legislative session, House 
Bill 2085 amended Chapter 773 of the 
Health and Safety Code, mandating 
the Texas Board of Health to approve 
rules that: 1) adopt a protocol that 
must be used to provide medical 
information and 2) establish 
minimum standards for approval of 
training programs and certification 
and decertification of program 
instructors. The bill calls for 
adoption of rules by December 1, 
1999.  

You have an opportunity to voice 
your opinion on the rules regulating 
this amendment. Meetings are 
posted on the Bureau's web page.  
Look under "Announcements/ 
Meetings." Public input will be 
accepted up until the rules are 
presented to the Board of Health for 
approval. The latest draft of this rule 
is also available on the Bureau's web 
page. Look under "Rule Revisions." 

Q: My medical director is asking me 
to give him a copy of my state paramedic 
exam grades. Don't you send exam 
results to medical directors? 

A: No, we don't. EMS 157.45 
(b)(3), Recertification, requires us to 
send results of the CE evaluation to 
the recertifying candidate, associated 
medical directors, providers, first 
responder organizations, and/or 
employers. If this is your initial

paramedic exam, we will Septe 
not send exam grades but CE S 
will send CE evaluation 
grades at recertification.  

Q: I waited too long to If you 
submit my recertification in Se 
application and now I'm past 2001 
my 90-day grace period. What 
do I need to do to regain r 
certification? 

A: EMS 157.45, 
Recertification, allows up to two years 
to gain certification without 
completing another initial course. If 
you are within one year from 
expiration date, you will need to 
complete CE hours, skills proficiency 
verification, submit an application, fee 
and late fee, plus make a passing 
grade on the state exam. If you do 
not pass the exam, you are allowed 
one opportunity to retest, provided 
you pay a $25 retest fee with your 
retest application. If you fail the 
retest you are allowed to apply for 
certification again by completing a 
department-approved refresher 
course, skills proficiency verification 
and submission of another application 
and fee. If you fail the test again, you 
are allowed one opportunity to retest, 
provided you are still within the one
year period and pay a $25 retest fee 
with your retest application. This 
process may be repeated if necessary 
and if time allows.  

The re-entry process for 
candidates within one to two years 
past expiration date is similar but 
requires additional course work.  
Contact EMS staff in your region 
office for details.

ember/October 2001 
immary Report Due 

r certification expires 

Member and October of 

1, your CE summary 

report is due now.  

EMS Standards 
Internet certification 
verification now on our 
web site: http:Ilwww.  
tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 
ems/certqury.htm 

Certification verification 
phone line: (512) 834
6769; Fax number: 
(512) 834-6736 

Web home page 
address: http://www.  
tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ 
ems/stndhome.htm 

Policies may be 
viewed on the Internet 
at: www.tdh.state. tx.  
us/hcqs/ems/ 
policies.htm 

Email: 
emscert@tdh.state.tx.us
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EMS Fact: 
About half of DWI 
offenders in local jails 
reported consuming 
the equivalent of 
about 12 beers or six 
glasses of wine before 
their arrests. -U.S.  
Justice Department

By Bill Hawley, EMT-P, MPA, 
and Kurt Hall, EMT-P, BBA 

Some like it hot, but 

medications do not

Worried about the effects of temperatures on the medications you 
carry? This is how Addison Fire Department solved the problem.

Have you ever read the fine 
print on the outside of a medi
cation box? If you look closely, 

you will likely find a recommended 
storage temperature. These are gener
ally stated as a temperature range (see 
chart on page 29). Reading these 
recommendations prompted us to 
contact several medication manufac
turers for more information. Their 
replies caused our organization to 
greatly alter our methods of storing 
and handling medications.  

Abbott Laboratories, the company 
that manufactures many of the medi
cations carried by our organization, 
provided a reply to the inquiry about 
their temperature range recommenda
tion. The representative indicated the 
medications had only been tested 
within the recommended temperature 
range. Exposing a medication to 

temperatures outside this 
range could negatively 
impact the medication.  
She said that any medica
tion exposed to tempera
tures outside the range is 
not recommended for use.  
Other medication manu
facturers contacted echoed 
this reply.

To ensure medications remain 
within their recommended range, the 
Addison Fire Department has specified 
new apparatus and retrofitted existing 
apparatus with 110V heating- ventila
tion-air conditioning (HVAC) systems.  
On all of our MICUs and fire engines, 
roof-mounted HVAC units were in
stalled, attached to a shoreline outlet 
while the apparatus is in the station.  
The shoreline power supply automati
cally ejects when the apparatus is 
started. All medications, including 
those inside the patient kits, are stored 
in the climate-controlled space. No 
medications are stored outside this 
protected area.  

The HVAC units provide a simple 
and inexpensive solution to the tem
perature range dilemma. The units 
were installed with minimal effort. A 
small hole was cut into the roof, and the 
unit was attached with several bolts.  
Most of the unit is located on the roof 
of the patient compartment on MICUs 
and the crew compartment on the fire 
engines. Only a small control panel 
with temperature adjustments and 
vents is visible inside. The unit costs 
about $1700 for installation on a new 
apparatus or to retrofit an existing one.  

Besides the obvious benefit of
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To ensure that medications 
are kept at acceptable 
temperatures, Addison Fire 
Department mounted air 
conditioning units on their 
ambulances and fire trucks.
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keeping the medications within the 
recommended ranges, the HVAC 
system benefits the patient and the 
paramedics. Few things are more 
comforting to a patient and caregivers 
than a pleasant treatment environment.  
The shoreline-powered HVAC system 
maintains the patient compartment at a 
desirable temperature while parked in 
the station. Once the unit is sent on a 
call, the MICU's existing heating and 
cooling system need only maintain a 
comfortable temperature instead of 
trying to cool a patient compartment 
from 90+ degrees down to 75 degrees.  

There were a few lessons learned 
from our installation process: 
" The height of the apparatus is 

increased by about 12 inches.  
* Condensation from the unit must be 

channeled to a proper drain. Allow
ing it to accumulate on the appara
tus floor creates a potential slip 
hazard.

Recommended temperature ranges of 
carried by Addison Fire Department

Medication 

Atropine, Bretylium, 
Epinephrine, Lidocaine, 
Adenocard, Albuterol, 
Brethine, Thiamine, 
Sodium Bicarbonate, 
Acetaminophen, Dextrose 
25% and 50%, ASA, 
Narcan, Romazicon, and 
EKG electrodes 

Solu Medrol

" The control head of the unit 
reduces headroom by two 
inches. Mounting the unit 
out of walkways minimizes 
the impact of the reduced 
clearance.  

" It costs an additional $750 to 
add a shoreline to each 
apparatus bay.  

Keeping the medications 
within the proper temperature 
range while they are on the 
apparatus has been solved, but 
that is only a portion of a 
medication's journey from 
manufacturer to the patient. The 
medication travels from a manu
facturer, to a wholesaler, and 
finally to an emergency medical 
service provider where it is
stored until being placed on an appara
tus. Each stop along the way provides an 
opportunity for the recommended 
temperature range to be violated. How
ever, for the most part, carriers know to 

keep medications within an 

medications acceptable range of tempera
tures.

Recommended 
Temperature Range 

(in degrees F) 

59-86 

68-77

We are only able to 
ensure appropriate storage 
temperatures once the 
medication arrives at our 
front door. The 110V HVAC 
units have provided a simple 
and cost-effective method for 
providing proper tempera
ture for our medications.  

Bill Hawley is assistant chief 
for Addison Fire Department 
near Dallas. Kurt Hall is a 
firefighter/paramedic. For 
more information on AFD's 
solution, contact him at 
bhawley@ci.addison.tx.us or 
call him at (972) 450-7206.
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TDH Policy on 
drug storage 

Each EMS provider will 
develop an operational 
policy to define the appro
priate storage and mainte
nance of particular drugs 
each respectively carries on 
units (based on the recom
mended manufacturers' 
guidelines for each drug).  
The policy will be incorpo
rated into QI Plans, as 
required for licensure, by 
provider's next relicensure 
date and will be kept on file 
in the regional offices.



Sens itivity to latex is on

the rise as the number of 

products made with latex 

soars. Could it happen to 

you? The longer you are 

in EMS, the more

likely it becomes.

For months, paramedic Kathryn Fuller noticed 
her hands were dry, red and irritated after 

working a shift on the ambulance. Gradually, 
the problem worsened. Each shift brought itchy 

hives that crept up her arms, neck and chest. The 

culprit? Latex. When her employer began provid

ing non-latex gloves, the problem disappeared

until the day she was on a unit that carried only 

latex gloves. Since she had to run the call, Fuller 

wore the gloves and hoped for the best. The best 

didn't happen.  
"After about two hours, I was broken out in 

hives from head to toe, with some respiratory dis
tress, (and) extreme swelling in my hands and 

face," Fuller says. "I was transported to the ER by 

the local fire department."

6'
&



By Kelly Harrell 
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Fuller's anaphylactic reaction was 
extreme and dangerous-but not un
heard of. Before universal precautions 
were introduced by the Centers for 
Disease Control in 1987, there were 
few reports of allergic reactions to la
tex. Since then, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration has received 
thousands of complaints about latex 
products, including reports of 18 
deaths. It is estimated that between 
eight and 17 percent of health care 
workers in the U.S. are latex sensitive.  
Compare that to up to six percent of 
the general population estimated to be 
sensitive to latex, and up to 60 percent 
of spina bifida patients.

Latex reactions 
There are several types of reac

tions associated with latex sensitivity, 
ranging from mild to severe. The most 
common reaction is irritant contact 
dermatitis, the development of dry, 
itchy, irritated areas on the skin. Not a 
true allergy, the condition can be 
worsened or even caused by repeated 
hand washing and drying, or expo
sure to chemicals used in the manu
facture of gloves. This reaction is 
usually limited to the hands.  

A more severe type of dermatitis 
also is not a true allergy, although it 
can be almost as debilitating. Allergic 
contact dermatitis, sometimes called

Type Reaction

Irritant Contact 

Dematitis 

Allergic Contact 
Dermatitis (Type IV 
delayed hypersensi
tivity or allergic 
contact sensitivity) 

NRL Allergy-IgE/ 
histamine mediated 
(Type I immediate 
hypersensitivity) 

A) Localized contact 
urticaria 

which may be associat
ed with or progress to: 

B) Generalized 
Reaction

Symptoms/Signs 

Scaling, drying, 
cracking of skin 

Blistering, itching, 
crusting (similar to 
poison ivy reaction) 

Hives in area of 
contact with NRL 

Include: generalized 
urticaria, rhinitis, 
wheezing, swelling of 
mouth, shortness of 

breath. Can progress 
to anaphylactic shock

Cause

Direct skin irritation by 
gloves, powder, soaps/ 
detergents, incomplete 
hand drying 

Accelerators (e.g. thiurams, 
carbamates, benzoles), 
processing chemicals (e.g., 
biocides, antioxidants); 
consider penetration of 
glove barrier by chemicals 

NRL proteins: direct contact 
with or breathing NRL 
proteins, including glove 
powder containing pro
teins, from powdered 
gloves or the environment

Prevention/Management 

Obtain medical diagnosis, avoid 
irritant product, consider use of 
cotton glove liners, consider 

alternative gloves/products 

Obtain medical diagnosis, identify 
chemical. Consider use of glove 
liners such as cotton. Use alterna
tive glove material without chemi
cal. Assure glove material is suitable 
for intended use (proper barrier).  

Obtain medical diagnosis, allergy 
consultation, substitute non-NRL 
gloves for affected worker and 
other non-NRL products.  

Eliminate exposure to glove 

powder - use of reduced protein 
powder-free gloves for coworkers.  

Clean NRL-containing powder 
from environment, consider 
NRL safe environment

NRL=natural rubber latex Source: U.S. Occupational Health and Safety Administration
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delayed hypersensitivity, results from 
exposure to latex proteins or chemi
cals added to latex during its process
ing. This reaction, similar to the body's 
reaction to poison ivy, may progress 
to oozing skin blisters. Reaction usual
ly begins 24 to 48 hours after contact, 
although the sensitivity can develop 
gradually.  

Paramedic Jodi Schaefer of the 
Victoria Fire Department worked 
eight years on an ambulance before 
she developed blisters on her hands.  
"My skin peeled off and left my hands 
raw," says Schaefer, who had to take 
off a total of three months from her 
job. "It got so bad that a couple of 
(doctors) told me that I would have to 
change jobs." 

Schaefer eventually found a doctor 
who correctly diagnosed her as sensi
tive to a chemical used in latex glove 
processing. He treated her with a 
combination of ointments and antibi
otics. She now uses latex-free, pow
der-free gloves and has not had any 
more trouble.  

The least common, and most life
threatening, type of reaction is Type I 
immediate hypersensitivity, a true al
lergy. Certain proteins in latex can 
trigger allergic reactions in some sensi
tized individuals, causing mild reac
tions such as hives and itching, to 
reactions as severe as anaphylaxis.  
However, as in the case of Fuller, a 
life-threatening reaction is rarely the 
first sign of a latex allergy. Fuller's 
anaphylactic reaction occurred several 
months after she began noticing skin 
irritations.  

Protecting yourself 
How can something designed to 

protect you from disease be so dead
ly? As with any allergy, some people 
are born with a genetic predisposition

to latex sensitivity. However, repeat
ed exposure is needed to trigger the 
sensitivity, the kind of exposure EMS 
professionals get every time they put 
on gloves. And there are a lot more 
gloves than ever before. Between 
1991 and 1996, the number of latex 
gloves imported from Malaysia, the 
largest producer of latex, jumped 
from six billion gloves a year to nearly 
21 billion gloves a year. Only ten per
cent of those gloves were non-latex.  
Powdered gloves only worsen the 
problem: latex proteins bind to the 
powder, which is released in the air 
each time gloves are taken off. And 
the powder may hasten an individu
al's sensitization to latex. The number 
of items made from latex has also in
creased: balloons, contraceptives, 
tourniquets, blood pressure cuffs, res
pirators and even carpeting are a frac
tion of the items that now contain 
latex.  

If everyone who is around latex is 
at risk for developing a sensitivity, 
what can you do short of keeping the 
ambulances parked? EMT Andrew 
Yee, who volunteers with Friend
swood Volunteer Fire Department, 
began noticing rashes on his hands in 
1991. Then one day after he delivered 
a patient to the ER, his partner no
ticed swelling on Yee's hands and 
face. Fortunately, antihistamines 
solved the problem. But to help Yee 
and other medics with sensitivities, 
Friendswood went to all non-latex 
gloves, ordering special nitrile gloves 
for the most allergic medics. Nitrile 
gloves are made from a rubber com
pound that has been used in hoses 
that carry oils and gasoline, and in 
tank linings. Yee also wears a special 
lotion under his gloves and limits his 
contact with latex. "Switching the 
whole department to non-latex even-
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third of DWI offend
ers on probation 
reported earlier DWI 
sentences, and eight 
percent of those on 
probation reported 
three or more previ
ous DWI offenses. 
U.S. Justice Department



There are plenty of 
web sites about latex 
allergies: 

Clinical/mnedical sites: 
www.mayohealth.org/ 

mayo/9705/htm/latex.htm 
www.merginet.com/tgp/ 

9903/latex-9903.htm 
www.merginet.com/tgp/ 

9805/latex-9805.htm 
www.emedici necom/ 

emerg/topic8 4.htm 
www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/ 

latexgloves.html 
al Iergy.mcg.edu/physi

cians/joint.html 
members.tripod.com/latex

allergylinks/LA-TIB.html 
www.healthtouch.com/ 

level] /leaflets/aan/ 
aanl 65.htm 

www.health.state.ny.us/ 
nysdoh/ems/latexlet.htm 

Government sites: 
www.osha-slc.gov/SLTC/ 

latexallergy/index.html 
www.fda.gov/cdrh/ 

glvpwd.html 
www.osha-slc.gov/html/ 

hotfoias/tib/ 
TIB1i9990412.html 

www.cdc.gov/niosh/98
113.html 

www.cdc.gov/niosh/ 
latexalt.html 

General info on latex: 
www.mmune.Com/rub

ber/nrl html 

ADA sites: 
Job Accommodation Net

work 
janweb.icdi.wvu.edu 
To download a copy of a 

report designed to help em
ployers stay legal, go to: 

www.ah ipubs.com/reports/ 
index.html

tually cleared the ambulances of latex 
residue," Yee says. "If (Friendswood) 
had not made allowances, I would 
have been forced to retire from EMS 
due to my allergy." 

In switching to non-latex gloves, 
Friendswood took one of the simplest 
steps to making a safer environment 
for medics and patients. However, 
not every service can easily make the 
switch to non-latex and nitrile, which 
are up to one and a half times more 
expensive than latex. Many providers 
have simply switched to a low-level 
latex, powder-free gloves.  

If you use latex gloves, you can 
reduce the direct contact with latex by 
using glove underliners made of cot
ton or synthetic materials that reduce 
the skin-to-latex contact. Some com
mercial lotions that provide some bar
rier protection and some relief of 
dermatitis symptoms are also avail
able. A warning, though: some petro
leum products have been shown to 
compromise barrier function of latex.  
Switching to non-powdered latex 
may help by reducing the aerosolized 
latex in the EMS environment, but be 
aware that even non-powdered 
gloves still pick up some powder in 
the manufacturing process. And chlo
rination, an alternative to powder 
that make gloves easier to don, may 
have a damaging effect on the shelf 
life of latex gloves.  

What about the patient? 
Patients also need to be protected, 

something nurse Lisa Cathey knows 
about first-hand. When she was diag
nosed with a latex allergy in March of 
1998, she began notifying EMS pro
viders in her area to place informa
tion on their dispatch systems. When 
she checked back, the response fright-

ened her. She found that most still 
did not carry non-latex items.  

"Just being placed in a ambulance 
with latex gloves can expose me to 
enough latex protein in the air to po
tentially send me into anaphylactic 
shock," Cathey says. "It really scares 
me that even though I wear a medi
cal alert bracelet, I will more than 
likely already have been touched by 
latex gloves when it is discovered." 

Cathey contacts providers and 
hospitals in her area on a regular ba
sis to see that her information stays 
on file. However, information about 
individual patients does not always 
get communicated. What else can 
you do? At the scene, a conscious pa
tient who is aware he or she has a la
tex allergy will probably tell you 
about it. But it might be safe when 
approaching any patient to ask first 
about a latex allergy. Also look for a 
medical alert bracelet or necklace.  
When taking a history of activities 
immediately preceding a systemic al
lergic reaction, rule out a latex reac
tion. An allergy to latex can also 
cause allergic reactions to bananas, 
water chestnuts, avocados, tomatoes, 
potatoes, kiwi, apricots, cherries, 
peaches and grapes. In these cases, it 
could be that the proteins in these 
foods are similar to the protein in la
tex that causes problems. A reaction 
to any of these foods could signal a 
latex sensitivity.  

Non-latex treatment kits (vinyl or 
nitrile gloves, oral/nasal airways, IVs, 
catheters, EGTA or ETT, blood pres
sure cuffs, oxygen masks and cannu
las, and epinephrine autoinjectors) 
can be put on the units for any pa
tients with allergies. Keep in mind 
that even with non-latex treatment 
kits, if you use powdered gloves, la-
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tex dust settles in the ambulance.  
Clean air ducts and equipment fre

quently to reduce latex dust.  

Get tested 
If you think you might be devel

oping a sensitivity to latex, a skin 
prick test, available from an allergy 
specialist, will confirm the presence of 

IgE anti-latex antibodies. Skin patch 

tests are used to evaluate the cause of 
skin reactions, or contact dermatitis, 
caused by glove use. If your allergy is 
confirmed, get a medical alert bracelet 

and carry epinephrine.  
What should employers do? Ac

cording to the Job Accommodation 
Network (http://janweb.icdi.  
wvu.edu), employers need to handle 
each case individually. However, it 

would be best to accommodate some
one allergic to latex by removing the 

irritant if possible. Depending on the 

allergic reaction-contact or respirato
ry-and what kind of impact it has on 

the individual's current job, the condi

tion could rise to the level and scope 
that it would be covered under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. That 
would depend on how significantly 

the job's essential functions are affect

ed. Your best bet might be to develop 
a system of assessment, such as the 
one at Scott & White Hospital in Tem

ple. The hospital, which employs 
about 6,500 people, began assessing 
the problem of latex sensitivity in the 
spring of 1999.  

"We wanted to make sure that we 
were addressing that problem with 

our employees," says Judith Jez, staff 
health and safety director at Scott and 

White. "And besides, it's the right 
thing to do." 

By making modifications to her 

work environment, paramedic Fuller

still works 24-48 hours a week on the 
ambulance. She uses only nitrile 
gloves, and avoids coming into con
tact bare-handed with latex products, 
including avoiding her partner's 
gloves and unrolling tourniquets. Oc
casionally, she still gets comments 
about the extra expense of her gloves.  

"I remind them that gloves are a 
whole lot cheaper than another ride in 
an MICU to the ER," Fuller says.  

And a whole lot safer.  

After wading through 150 pages of re
search and talking to people across the 
state, editor Kelly Harrell will never look 
at latex in the same way.

-t EMS Fact: A 
third of DWI offend
ers on probation said 
they drank every 
day. -U.S. Justice 
Department
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EMS scholarship 
program announced 

T he Bureau of Emergency Management, in 
conjunction with the Texas Health Foundation, 

is pleased to announce the beginning of its EMS 
scholarship program. The first scholarships will be 
awarded at the 1999 Texas EMS Conference this 
November in Austin. The $1000 scholarships will be 
awarded to up to four high school seniors who want 
to pursue a career in emergency medical service.  

If you know of candidates for these scholarships 
we would urge you to nominate them. Each candi
date must have a letter of sponsorship from a local 
EMS organization with information about the 
current experience of the individual, grade point 
average and accomplishments while in high school, 
and a statement of plans for future EMS education.  
This information must be accompanied by an essay 
from the candidate regarding his or her desire for a 
career in emergency medical service.  

These nominations should be submitted no later 
than November 1, 1999, to TDH EMS Scholarships, 
1100 West 49th, Austin, TX 78756-3199. If you have 
any questions please call Gene Weatherall at 512
834-6700.
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Why rescuers die in confined spaces
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By John Frey, LP& (duuatoi

The incident 
You are enjoying the smell of barbe

cue cooking on the station grill when a 
call comes in for an unconscious party at 
342 Smith Street. Recognizing the ad
dress to be in a residential neighbor
hood, you anticipate a medical condition 
such as hypoglycemia or a seizure. As 
you look up the address, you remind 
your partner to watch for children play
ing on the streets.  

As you enter Smith Street, you no
tice a large crowd gathered around a 
sewer entrance with several people 
frantically attempting to pry the man
hole cover up. As you perform your 
initial scene survey, no immediate haz
ards are noted and you exit the vehicle 
to look for your patient. You then wit
ness an adult male enter the manhole.  
Your partner is able to determine that 
several children had been playing 
baseball in the street and that their ball 
rolled into the sewer. The youngest 
child was able to slip into the sewer 
entrance in an attempt to recover the 
ball. When the child did not immedi
ately exit the sewer, the other children 
alerted a neighbor, who dialed 9-1-1.  

As you look into the open man
hole, you note both the adult male and 
the child lying unconscious at the bot
tom of the sewer. You hear the fire 
department and county sheriff being 
dispatched with an estimated arrival 
time of 10 minutes. As one of the 
neighbors arrives with a rope and a 
ladder, your partner decides to at
tempt a rescue of the two victims.  

As the fire department arrives on 
the scene, they find you greatly dis
tressed and three unconscious victims 
(including your partner) in the sewer.  
Your partner is removed and success
fully resuscitated, but the other two 
victims succumb to anoxia.

What happened? 
The child, the neighbor and your 

partner each failed to recognize that 
there were hazards in the sewer and 
that it was a confined space. It con
tained a high level of "sewer gas," 
caused by the decay of grass clippings, 
leaves and other organic matter. The 
gas displaced the oxygen in the space, 
reducing the levels to well below the 
16 percent necessary to sustain life.  
When the sewer was entered, each 
suffered from anoxia and became un
conscious. Sustained anoxia in the 
case of the child and the neighbor led 
to death. Your partner was lucky 
enough to live to tell about the experi
ence.  

Introduction to confined spaces 
Mention the term confined space 

to most rescuers and images come to 
mind of being trapped with their part
ner in the cab of the ambulance for a 
12-hour shift. In reality, confined 
spaces are potentially hazardous loca
tions that are found throughout most 
response areas. Confined spaces are 
defined by most experts as a space 
which, by design, has a limited means 

Objectives: 

After completing this article, the reader will be able to: 

1. Recognize a confined space and describe the potential 
hazards.  

2. Identify some factors that contribute to rescuer con
fined space fatalities.  

3. Identify steps that can be taken to prepare for success
ful response to confined space emergencies.
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of entry and exit; has unfavorable nat
ural ventilation that may contain or 
produce air contaminants; and is not 
intended for human occupancy. Com
mon examples of confined spaces in
clude: 

" Manholes * Sewers 
" Tanks " Reaction vessels 
" Silos - * Subfloor areas 
" Pits * Pipelines 
" Boilers * Dumpsters 
" Utility vaults " Wells 
" Lift stations " Caves 
" Digesters " Tanker trucks 
" Ship compartments 
Let's look at these properties to 

understand why they add risk to the 
space. Spaces with a limited means of 
entry and exit make it more difficult to 
access the space. Accidents during en
try and exit are much more likely, es
pecially when the space has to be 
entered from above or below. In 
much the same way, this property 
makes the removal of an injured or 
unconscious victim much harder for 
rescue teams.  

Confined spaces have unfavorable 
natural ventilation that enables them 
to contain or produce air contami
nants. This unfavorable ventilation al
lows contaminants in the space to 
build without dissipating. Spaces may 
have hazards including oxygen dis
placement, flammable atmospheres, 
toxic gasses or solvents. Some of 
these atmospheric hazards are due to 
the poor ventilation or biological de
composition of matter in the space, 
such as the sewer gas in the opening 
scenario. Others may be due to chem
icals or products that are used or 
stored in or near the space, such as 
gasoline in a large storage tank.  

Because confined spaces were not 
intended for human occupancy, they 
pose additional threats to entrants.  
These spaces often contain unguarded

moving parts (such as augers), ex
posed electrical contacts, thermal haz
ards (such as steam), loose material 
(such as grain) that produce an en
gulfment hazard, or even hazards due 
to animals, rodents and insects.  

It should be noted that confined 
spaces can be either open-topped en
closures that are deep enough to re
duce the natural movement of air 
(such as dumpsters, pits and degreas
ers) or may have limited openings for 
entry and exit (such as sewers, silos 
and tanks).  

What makes confined spaces 
such a problem? 

The hazards of confined spaces 
have been known since Roman times, 
when Emperor Trajan was known to 
sentence the worst criminals to clean
ing sewers. He noted that the crimi
nals rarely survived long due to the 
stagnant air and chemical contami
nants found in these spaces.  

In the early 1990s, medical re
searchers discovered an alarming 
number of deaths were occurring in 
confined spaces. The National Insti
tute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH) undertook a study 
that reviewed ten years of fatal con
fined space accident investigations.  

The majority of the fatalities stud
ied (80 percent) were the result of an 
atmospheric condition, such as oxygen 
deficiency or poisoning by chemicals 
(e.g. hydrogen sulfide (H2S), carbon 
monoxide (CO), or methane (CH4 )).  
In several cases that occurred in low
lying areas, the oxygen deficiency 
only was noted during low barometric 
pressure, allowing previous entries 
into the space without problems. Fa
talities due to atmospheric conditions 
occurred most commonly in storage 
tanks and sewers. A key factor in 
these cases is that the majority of
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Blood alcohol concen
tration (BAC) is 
measured by the 
weight of the alcohol 
in a certain volume of 
blood. -National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration
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these atmospheric hazards are not im
mediately obvious to the rescuer.  

The second leading cause of death 
noted in the study was engulfment in 
loose materials (33 percent). These 
engulfments were most commonly 
grain, silage, fertilizer and sand. Al
though less common, liquid engulf
ment was also noted, including 
manure and sludge engulfment. Fa
talities due to engulfments most com
monly occurred in silos, trenches, bins, 
hoppers and grain elevators.  

Other causes of fatalities (10 per
cent) were due to drowning, electro
cution, entanglement in equipment or 
other forms of trauma.  

Many fatalities were due to a com
bination of these causes, and there
fore, the associated percentages 
exceeded 100 percent.  

Why do rescuers die in confined 
spaces? 

The properties of confined spaces, 
as well as the hazards noted above, 
combine to provide a lethal combina
tion for the unwary rescuer. A sober
ing statistic reported in several studies 
of confined space fatalities is that for 
every victim killed in a confined space, 
two more people, on average, are 
killed attempting a rescue. This fact is 
even more shocking when it is noted 
that, in many cases, the initial victim 
was dead before the would-be rescu
ers ever attempted a rescue.  

The most commonly identified fac
tors contributing to rescuer fatalities 
was failure to recognize the space as 
being a confined space and to recog
nize the hazards contained within.  
This directly leads to the next most 
common factor-inadequate or incor
rect emergency response.  

The most common reason that res
cuers failed to recognize a confined 
space was a lack of education about

confined spaces and the hazards that 
they contain. Fire and EMS certifica
tion courses typically make no men
tion of confined spaces. Most "rescue" 
topics covered in these courses focus 
on vehicle rescue or fire victim rescue.  
Since many atmospheric hazards en
countered in confined spaces cannot 
be detected without sampling equip
ment, rescuers are usually not aware 
of their presence. Industrial firms 
have been required for several years 
to mark all confined spaces with 
warning signs and to train all person
nel that enter confined spaces. In ad
dition, permit systems have been put 
in place to ensure that the atmosphere 
in the space has been sampled and 
that any hazards have been con
trolled.  

Tunnel vision is another common 
problem noted in emergency respons
es, especially when responders were 
new or operating in unfamiliar cir
cumstances. In many of the fatalities, 
the rescuers arrived on a scene to find 
frantic bystanders and sensed a stron
ger than normal urgency to help in 
some way. In several cases, the 
would-be rescuers knew the victims, 
or watched as the victims entered the 
space. This inability to examine the 
entire scene and to assess all hazards 
resulted in a response that was inade
quate or entirely incorrect. The most 
common response problem was the 
rescuers' failure to wear adequate res
piratory protection when entering the 
space. Other problems included fail
ure to control a flammable atmo
sphere or failure to secure a material 
that posed an engulfment hazard. In 
short, they failed to see the big pic
ture! 

Tragedy in Pennsylvania 
On May 1, 1990, four firefighters 

responded to a request for assistance 
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from a local resident to remove the re
mains of a dead skunk from a water 
well. The well was 33 feet deep and 
had a concrete opening that measured 
18 inches by 22 inches. To remove the 
remains, the firefighters decided to 
pump 12 feet of water from the well.  
Because the fire apparatus would not 
pump the water due to the height, the 
decision was made to use a 9-horse
power gasoline-powered pump that 
would be placed into the well.  

That morning, a ladder was low
ered into the well and a platform was 
constructed 15 feet down into the 
well. Two firefighters then climbed 
into the well and positioned the pump 
on the platform. The firefighters start
ed the engine, but were unable to 
prime the pump. Within a few min
utes, the first firefighter became dizzy, 
exited the well and collapsed on the 
ground. Firefighters on the surface 
noted the second firefighter was in a 
crouched position on the platform, 
next to the pump, and appeared to be 
unresponsive.  

The first firefighter regained con
sciousness and, in a rescue attempt, 
climbed back into the well, turned the 
pump off, and collapsed unconscious 
over the pump engine. When the first 
firefighter collapsed, he knocked the 
second firefighter into the water be
low, landing facedown.  

A third firefighter entered the well 
to attempt a rescue, but was unable to 
lift the first firefighter out, so he exit
ed. A fourth firefighter radioed for 
help, then climbed into the well with 
one end of a rope. He tied the rope 
around the waist of the first firefighter 
and then collapsed himself, falling 
facedown into the water.  

By this time, other firefighters ar
rived on the scene and began pulling 
on the rope attached to the first fire
fighter, but were unable to lift him. A

fifth firefighter climbed into the well, 
placed the first firefighter on his shoul
der and hoisted him out of the well 
with the help of others pulling on the 
rope. CPR was begun on the first fire
fighter, who regained consciousness.  
It should be noted that, up to this 
time, none of the firefighters who en
tered the well wore any type of respi
ratory protection.  

A sixth firefighter donned self-con
tained breathing apparatus (SCBA) 
and started into the well in a rescue 
attempt, followed by the fifth firefight
er who was not wearing any respirato
ry protection. Within a minute, they 
both exited the well because the sixth 
firefighter had difficulty wearing the 
SCBA in the cramped conditions and 
because the fifth firefighter became 
dizzy.  

The sixth firefighter removed his 
SCBA and entered the well with the 
end of a rope. As he reached the plat
form, he called out for help and col
lapsed, falling facedown into the 
water.  

A seventh firefighter entered the 
well without SCBA, climbed down to 
the platform, and reported seeing fire
fighters two, four, and six all floating 
facedown in the water. Feeling dizzy, 
he exited the well and collapsed un
conscious on the ground near the well 
opening.  

An eighth firefighter donned 
SCBA, climbed down into the well, 
and tied a rope around the waist of 
the sixth firefighter. With the help of 
others from above, he began hoisting 
the sixth firefighter out of the well. Un
fortunately, the rope soon became en
tangled in the ladder. By this time, the 
low-air alarm started to sound on fire
fighter eight's SCBA, so he exited the 
well.  

Firefighter five reentered the well 
(again without any respiratory protec-
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tion), climbed down to where the sixth 
firefighter was hanging, untangled 
him and carried him out of the well.  
CPR was administered on the sixth 
firefighter, but he was pronounced 
dead at the local hospital.  

A ninth firefighter climbed into the 
well (without respiratory protection) in 
a rescue attempt, but felt dizzy upon 
reaching the platform so he climbed 
back out of the well.  

A tenth firefighter entered the 
well, wearing SCBA, and climbed to 
the water level. He then tied a rope 
around firefighter four's waist and at
tempted to hoist him out. Again, the 
rope became entangled at the level of 
the platform. After several minutes, 
the tenth firefighter was able to free 
the rope and remove firefighter four.  
CPR was administered to firefighter 
four, but he, too, was pronounced 
dead upon arrival at the hospital.  

An EMS rescuer then donned 
SCBA and climbed into the well. He 
was able to finally remove firefighter 
two using a rope, as before. It was 
now three hours since the incident 
had begun. All attempts to resuscitate 
firefighter two failed and he, too, was 
pronounced dead upon arrival at the 
hospital.  

In summary, of the eleven re
sponding emergency personnel, eight 
were injured and three others died 
while working an incident involving a 
dead skunk.  

What went wrong? 
The responders failed to recognize 

the well as being a confined space that 
had limited natural ventilation. When 
the pump was started, it generated 
carbon monoxide, a toxic gas. When 
the initial victims collapsed, tunnel vi
sion and the sense of urgency to res
cue fellow firefighters ensued. Eight 
firefighters were unaware of the high

probability that the well contained a 
toxic atmosphere, entering the space 
without respiratory protection. They 
then failed to notice the warning signs 
that pointed toward an atmospheric 
hazard. In addition, the responders 
had received no formal training in the 
hazards of confined spaces.  

This one tragic event demonstrates 
how the inability to recognize the con
fined space and its hazards, coupled 
with a lack of training, tunnel vision and 
a personal connection with the initial vic
tim resulted in three fatalities and devas
tated this emergency organization.  

How should we safely respond to 
confined space emergencies? 

Like many of the other hazards 
that we face as responders, the keys to 
preventing these tragedies are prepara
tion and education. All responders 
should understand the properties and 
hazards of confined spaces and learn to 
check for these as part of the initial 
scene survey. Always ask, "How did 
the victim get in this situation?" Recog
nize that the scene may involve a con
fined space and obtain information 
about any potential hazards of the 
space.  

Before an incident occurs, deter
mine what confined space rescue re
sources exist in the local community.  
Utility companies, industrial respond
ers and municipal maintenance organi
zations are typically well trained and 
equipped for these types of rescues.  
In addition, some EMS and fire depart
ments have the specialized training 
and equipment necessary. Offer to 
jointly train with these organizations so 
that responders can become familiar 
with the tactics used. If necessary, seek 
out the training and equipment to be 
proficient in confined space rescue.  

Identify the spaces most likely to be 
involved in a confined space emergen-
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cy in the local response area. Develop 
a pre-plan for these spaces, including 
any identified hazards and any techni
cal resources needed for a safe re
sponse. Then practice the plan to 
ensure that all hazards can safely be re
moved or controlled.  

When confronted with a confined 
space emergency, responders must 
control the initial urge to rush in and 
provide care. Much like hazardous 
materials emergencies, the best course 
of action may be to wait for the appro
priate help to arrive. Responders 
would be well served to follow John's 
Law: A confined space emergency should 
be considered a body recovery until proven 
otherwise. The real purpose of this 
'law' is to remind responders to closely 
evaluate the scene and ensure that 
they can safely provide care.  

An incident commander and safety 
officer should immediately be estab
lished to ensure scene control. The 
safety officer should then ensure that 
all hazards are identified and con
trolled. If responding to an industrial 
site, look for the confined space entry 
permit and review the hazards that it 
identified and the atmospheric sam
pling results that were noted. Remem
ber that atmospheric conditions may 
have changed since the space was last 
sampled.  

A contingency plan should then be 
developed in the event that a rescuer 
emergency occurs during the response.  
Only when the appropriate resources 
are available on-scene and clear plans 
established should a rescue be attempt
ed. Responders should not enter a 
confined space unless they are trained to 
perform confined space rescues, have all 
necessary equipment and are 100 per
cent sure that all hazards are controlled.  
Remember that a rescuer who becomes 
a victim doesn't help the patient.  

Confined space emergencies are 
one of the most dangerous types of re-

sponses. Preparation and education 
are the keys to preventing further res
cuer deaths. Only when responders 
become more aware of the hazards 
and recognize the clues that indicate 
the presence of confined spaces can 
we provide a safe response to these 
emergencies. Take the time now to 
learn about these hazards and to make 
sure that the members of your organi
zation are also well educated.  
Remember.. .the life you save may be 
your own! 

Where can I get additional 
information? 

A wide variety of resources exist to 
become better educated about the 
hazards of responding to confined 
space emergencies. Some include: 

Oklahoma State University's Con
fined Space at www.pp.okstate.edu/ 
ehs/manuals/confined.htm 

NIOSH "Worker Deaths in Con
fined Spaces" Document # 94-103 

Public Disseminations, DSDTT 
National Institutes for Occupation

al Safety and Health 
4676 Columbia Parkway 
Cincinnati, OH 45226-8573 
1-800-35-NIOSH 

www.cdc.gov/niosh/publistd.html 
www.cdc.gov/niosh/emergpg.html 
In addition, the author has devel

oped a one-hour training course that 
was presented at the 1997 and 1998 
Texas EMS conferences. The course is 
available in PowerPoint format for 
non-commercial use at no charge by 
contacting him at john.frey@compaq 
.com or by writing him at: 

Compaq Computer Corporation 
PO Box 692000 M/S 110411 
Houston, TX 77269-2000 

Licensed paramedic John Frey is manager 
of corporate health and safety at Compaq 
Computer Corporation in Houston.
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1.5 hours of CE/Preparatory

1. Which of the following properties are found 
in a confined space? 

A. contains or may contain hazardous 
contaminants 

B. not designed for human occupancy 
C. limited means of entry and exit 
D. all of the above are correct 

2. The majority of confined space fatalities, 
reviewed by NIOSH, were noted to be a 
result of what hazardous condition? 

A. engulfment by grain 
B. atmospheric conditions 
C. drowning in water or sewage 
D. electrocution from exposed electrical 

systems 

3. The primary factor that led to fatalities in 
confined spaces was caused by what? 

A. failure to recognize and control the 
hazards of the space 

B. too few workers were available on the 
scene 

C. improper rescue equipment was 
provided 

D. response time of rescuers was too long 

4. Which of the following would be an 
example of a confined space? 

A. a trash dumpster 
B. a sewer vault 
C. a grain silo 
D. all of the above would be considered 

confined spaces 

5. John's Law for responding to confined 
space emergencies can be summarized as? 

A. always remember to call for help when 
needed 

B. only respond to confined space 
emergencies if well trained 

C. treat confined space emergencies as 
body recoveries until proven otherwise 

D. always remember to find local resources 
from confined space response prior to 
needing them

6. Atmospheric conditions that may be 
found in a confined space include? 

A. carbon monoxide contamination 
B. electrical hazards 
C. engulfment hazards 
D. unguarded machinery 

7. What types of hazards might be found 
in confined spaces? 

A. rats or other animals 
B. high temperatures due to steam 
C. exposed grain augers 
D. all of the above may be found in 

confined spaces 

8. Responders at a confined space emer
gency must be careful to avoid what 
condition that may occur in unfamiliar 
circumstances? 

A. functional problems 
B. tunnel vision 
C. freeze-up due to the presence of 

unknown hazards 
D. loss of memory 

9. What federal agency reviewed 10 years 
of confined space fatalities to determine 
ways to prevent these deaths? 

A. Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) 

B. National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) 

C. Mine Safety and Health 
Administration (MSHA) 

D. National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health (NIOSH) 

10. What percentage of confined space 
emergencies were noted to be caused by 
engulfment? 

A. 10 percent 
B. 25 percent 
C. 33 percent 
D. 80 percent
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1.5 hours of CE/Preparatory 

This answer sheet must be postmarked by October 19, 1999 

CE Answer Sheet Texas EMS Magazine

Name SSN

Certiifica tin TeP l

Organization.  

Address_ 

State_

Expiration Date

Work Phone
area code

City.
street

_Zip Home Phone 
area code

Note: Due to the cost of processing CE, each answer sheet must be accom
panied by a check or money order for $5, made out to UT Southwestern.  

For TDH CE credit, mail your completed answer sheet with a check or mon
ey order for $5 made out to UT Southwestern to: 

Debra Cason, RN, MS 
EMS Training Coordinator 
The University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center 
5323 Harry Hines Boulevard 
Dallas, Texas 75235-8890 

You will receive your certificate for 1.5 hours of CE about six weeks after the 
closing date. A grade of 70 percent is required to receive CE credit.  

Answer Form 

Check the appropriate box for each question.

1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
7.  
8.  
9.  

10.

A.O 
A.O 
A.O 
A.O 
A.O 
A.O 
A.O 
A.O 
A.O 
A.O

B.EJ 
B.O 
B.O 
B.O 
B.O 
B.O 
B.O 
B.O 
B.O 
B.O

C.o 
C.0 
C.o 
C.o 
C.o 
C.O 
C.O 
C.o 
C.o 
C.o

D.O 
D.O 
D.O 
D.O 
D.O 
D.O 
D.O 
D.O 
D.O 
D.O

Did you enclose your $5 
check or money order?

L __.--_. ------------------..... --------------------------------------------- J
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EMS Award Caregories

1999 Texas EMS Award 
Nomination Application

This nomination is for: 

Q EMS Educator Award 

Q EMS Medical Director Award 

Z EMS Administrator Award 

Q Public Information Award 

Q Citizen Award 

Name of nominee 

Street address of nominee 

City 

Telephone number of nominee

E Private Provider Award 

Q Public Provider Award 

E Volunteer Provider Award 

E First Responder Award 

] Air Medical Service Award 

E EMS Person of the Year

State. Zip

Area Code:

Your name 

Your street address.

City State Zip

Your level of certification 

Your daytime telephone number Area Code: 

Your service or other affiliation

Your signature Date

Send awards to: Texas EMS Awards, Texas Department of Health, 1100 
West 491' Street, Austin, TX 78756-3199, or fax to (512) 834-6736.

L

Nominations should not have more than 3 typewritten pages of background 
information. You may also include documentation or examples.  

Nominations must be postmarked by October 1, 1999.  

If you have questions, contact your public health region EMS office or the 
Bureau of Emergency Management at (512) 834-6700.  

We will announce award winners at Texas EMS Conference '99 during the 
Awards Luncheon on November 23, 1999.

EMS Educator Award honors a state
certified EMS Instructor or 
Course Coordinator who has 
advanced EMS education in 
Texas.  

EMS Medical Director Award 
honors a physician who has 
served as a medical director, on
line or off-line, for an EMS 
organization.  

EMS Administrator Award honors 
an administrator, researcher, or 
manager on the local, city, 
county, regional, or state level 
who has made a positive 
contribution to EMS.  

Public Information Award honors an 
EMS group or individual for 
outstanding achievement in 
public education, injury 
prevention, or health promotion.  

Citizen Award honors a private 
citizen for heroic lifesaving act or 
unique advocacy of EMS.  

Private Provider Award honors a 
privately-owned commercial 
organization which assumed a 
leadership role in EMS by 
achievement in areas of patient 
care, public access, medical 
control, disaster preparedness, 
public education, and training.  

Public Provider Award honors an 
organization operated by a 
county, municipality, tax-based 
hospital, or state or local 
government agency which 
assumed a leadership role in 
EMS by achievement in areas of 
patient care, public access, 
medical control, disaster 
preparedness, public education 
and training.  

Volunteer Provider Award honors 
an organization staffed by 
volunteers which assumed a 
leadership role in EMS by 
achievement in areas of patient 
care, public access, medical 
control, disaster preparedness, 
public education, and training.  

First Responder Award honors a 
first responder organization 
which assumed a leadership role 
in EMS by achievement in areas 
of patient care, public access, 
medical control, disaster 
preparedness, public education, 
and training.  

Air Medical Service Award honors a 
public or private air medical 
service in Texas, a leader in the 
field, who has demonstrated the 
highest standards in providing 
patient care to the citizens of 
Texas.  

Outstanding EMS Person of the Year 
honors an EMS certified person 
who has demonstrated 
uncommon leadership and 
courage in providing emergency 
medical service to the citizens of 
Texas.
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-3 EMS Fact: 

Nearly 600,000 chil
dren under the age of 
15 contracted the HIV 
virus last year. 
CNN

O ne of the many bills passed dur
ing the last legislative session was 

SB 1260, the Advance Directives Act. Pri
or to this act, laws covering durable pow
er of attorney, advance directives and 
Out-of-Hospital Do Not Resuscitate pro
cedures were found in two different stat
utes: Civil Practice and Remedies Code 
Chapter 135, and Health and Safety 
Code Chapters 672 and 674.  

SB 1260 consolidates these docu
ments into a new chapter of the Health 
and Safety Code, Chapter 166. Much of 
this bill serves to standardize language 
and procedures among the three docu
ments. Of particular interest to EMS are 
Durable Power of Attorney and Out-of
Hospital Do Not Resuscitate Orders.  

As of September 1, 1999, durable 
power of attorney will become medical 
power of attorney. The primary purpose 
of this document is to authorize an agent 
to make health care decisions for individ

Photo by Tom Rinard uals who cannot do so for 
themselves. Some important 
provisions of this law that 
EMS personnel must keep in 
mind are: "... the agent may 
make any health care deci
sion on the patient's behalf 
that the patient could make if 
competent"; "... the agent 
may exercise authority only if 
the attending physician has 
certified in writing that the 
patient is incompetent"; and 
"treatment may not be given 
or withheld if the patient ob
jects" even if a medical pow
er of attorney is presented by

the agent. There are specific procedures 
that an agent can never consent to.  
These are voluntary inpatient mental 
health services, convulsive treatments, 
psychosurgery, abortion or withholding 
care that is primarily intended for the 
comfort of the patient.  

The changes to the Out-of-Hospital 
DNR brings it in line with the other di
rectives. Perhaps the biggest change is 
that while a physician still has to sign the 
form, he or she no longer has to certify 
that the patient has a terminal condition.  
Essentially, anyone will be able to exe
cute an Out-of-Hospital DNR. Another 
important change is that the individual 
will no longer have to keep the original 
document with him or her. The law 
states that "a photocopy or other com
plete facsimile of the original written 
Out-of-Hospital DNR order executed 
under this subchapter may be used for 
any purpose for which the original writ
ten order may be used under this sub
chapter." It also revises the list of 
treatments that can be withheld or with
drawn to read: cardiopulmonary resusci
tation; advanced airway management; 
artificial ventilation; defibrillation; trans
cutaneous cardiac pacing; and other life
sustaining treatment specified by the 
Texas Board of Health.  

At this time, it is not certain when re
vised rules incorporating these changes 
will be approved or when revised forms 
will be available. As these issues are re
solved, we will post them to the Bu
reau's website. If you need additional 
information, please call (512) 834-6700 
ext 2818.
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by Sam Wilson, EMT-P

ThiRd ANNUAL CISM CONFERENCE 

hONORS TEAMWORk dURiNq CRISES

T he Third Annual Texas Critical Incident Stress Management 
(CISM) Conference, held in Austin, July 
30-August 1, was the ideal setting to 
honor and review the achievements of 
some of this state's genuine heroes and 
teams who sometimes go without praise.  

Much of what these individuals do 
-counseling their fellow emergency 
personnel to help them withstand per
sonal trauma caused by job stress-must 
always remain confidential, and there
fore is seldom hailed by the media.  

However, many who work in emer
gency services know better than any
one else the value of CISM intervention 
by peers and teams. CISM personnel 
save lives, careers, families and the psy
chological health of their colleagues.  
They help normal individuals cope with 
trauma caused by abnormal events.  

As he does annually, Paul Tabor 
planned this year's conference as an 
opportunity for CISM workers and 
teams to mingle with their colleagues 
from throughout the state, to strength
en their friendships and their profes
sional expertise, to hear guest speakers 
and to share their insights learned dur
ing emergencies in the past year. Some 
of the emergencies Texas was embroiled 
in last year included: 
* Wildfires, in which more than a 

million acres of timber and range
land were consumed.  

" Extreme drought, which devastated 
crops and livestock and threatened 
municipal drinking water supplies 
in nearly all parts of the state.  

" Flooding, which devastated Del Rio

in August and south-central Texas 
in October and had a combined 
death toll of 40.  

* Tornadoes in northeast Texas.  
But while these news stories drew 

statewide concern last year, the normal 
toll of local disasters and traumatic 
events compounded the stress suffered 
by emergency workers. Through it all, 
CISM volunteers and teams served as 
psychological and emotional safety net 
for other first responders. In so doing, 
many of them ensured the effective
ness and well-being of the state's emer
gency workers.  

As a society, we often acknowledge 
the heroism of our rescuers, the EMS, 
law enforcement and fire personnel 
who risk harm's way for the safety of 
others. I know that many CISM volun
teers are among those kinds of heroes.  

But at the conference, we tried to 
salute the CISM volunteers for going 
beyond their own professionalism in 
protecting the public's health and safe
ty. As CISM volunteers and teams, 
they demonstrate a life-saving commit
ment not only to the public, but also to 
their peers.  

We all should be grateful to the 
CISM workers 
among us as 
they work to 
ensure that the 
rest of our he
roes do not be
come casualties 
of the emergen
cies we face 
daily.

Sam Wilson is the direc
tor of TDH's Division of 
Emergency Preparedness.  

For information on 
CISM training or 
team development: 
write to Paul Tabor, 
CISM program di
rector, TDH Divi
sion of Emergency 
Preparedness, 1100 
West 4 9 " Street, 
Austin, Texas 78756; 
call 512-834-6700, 
extension 6749; or 
e-mail paul.tabor @ 
tdh.state.tx.us.

Award winners at the 
CISM banquet.
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In 1942, Anne 
Miller had been 

hospitalized for a 
month with a 
streptococcal 
infection. She 

slipped in and out of 
consciousness with 

a high fever.  
Doctors injected her 
with a small amount 
of an experimental 

drug. Her 
temperature 

dropped overnight 
and she regained 
consciousness.  
News of Miller's 

recovery inspired 
the pharmaceutical 

industry to begin 
producing penicillin.

The first patient ever saved by 
penicillin died in May at age 90. In 
March 1942, Anne Sheafe Miller had 
been hospitalized in New Haven, 
Connecticut, for a month with a strep
tococcal infection, then a common 
cause of death. Doctors had tried all 
they had available, including sulfa 
drugs, blood transfusions and sur
gery. While she slipped in and out of 
consciousness and her temperature 
soared to 107 degrees F, her doctors 
injected her with a small amount of 
an experimental drug, rushed to them 
from a New Jersey laboratory. Her 
temperature dropped overnight. She 
regained consciousness by the next 
day and was soon eating meals.  
News of Miller's recovery inspired the 
pharmaceutical industry to begin pro
ducing penicillin. Prior to that, the 
few experiments conducted with pen
icillin in mice and people had incon
clusive results. The positive effects of 
penicillin were made abundantly clear 
shortly afterward, when it helped 
save the lives of civilians and soldiers 
alike during World War II. Miller's 
hospital chart is now housed at the 
Smithsonian Institution. From Hous
ton Chronicle, "First patient ever saved 
by penicillin dies at 90," June 10, 1999.  

Do you know what the latest ex
perimental drug is for some teens in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area? It's com
pletely legal, easy to find and cheap.  
Police were surprised to find the latest 
drug of choice was not the ecstasy (X) 
they expected-it was cough medi
cine. Dextromethorphan, the main in
gredient in cold and cough medicines, 
can cause euphoria and mild halluci
nations when taken in doses up to 30

times the normal dosage. It is also 
called DMX, DXM, DM and Robo.  
Some stores are contemplating put
ting cold medicines behind the 
counter because they can't keep the 
medicines in stock. From Houston 
Chronicle, "Teen-agers get high on 
cough medicine ingredient," June 28, 
1999.  

Can the fear of pain be worse 
than the actual pain? Scientists at 
Britain's Oxford University and in 
Canada recently published studies on 
how the brain reacts to the expecta
tion of pain. They recruited 12 vol
unteers and then exposed those 
volunteers to heat and light stimuli, 
ranging from no heat accompanied 
by one color of light to slightly warm 
heat accompanied by another color of 
light to nearly burning heat accompa
nied by a third color of light. As the 
volunteers learned to associate the 
color to the heat intensity, the scien
tists measured their brain activity us
ing functional magnetic resonance 
imaging. Scientists found that two 
distinct areas of the brain were func
tioning because of the experiment; 
one was firing in reaction to the heat 
and the another was firing in reac
tion to seeing the light color. The 
scientists hope that findings from 
the study can help create better 
ways to manage chronic pain and 
point out that narcotics, antidepres
sants and antianxiolytics may help 
pain management not by stopping 
the pain but by making people less 
anxious about it. From The New 
York Times, "Fear of Pain May Be 
Worse Than Pain Itself," June 22, 
1999.
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Experts believe that the official es
timates of pediatric strokes is signifi
cantly lower than the occurrence of 
strokes in children less than 18 years of 
age. Research suggests that approxi
mately 1,400 children under 18 in the 
U.S. suffer strokes each year, but many 
doctors believe that several cases are 
never diagnosed as a stroke. Many 
times, the area of damage is so small 
that it can only be seen with magnetic 
resonance imaging. Since there is very 
little scientific information about pediat
ric strokes, doctors cannot find a cause 
in 25 percent of the cases and can give 
parents minimal information about re
habilitation and long-term symptoms.  
Children as young as two weeks old 
have suffered from strokes in the U.S.  
From USA TODAY, "Strokes strike the 
young," by Kathleen Fackelmann, June 
22, 1999.  

According to the Unified Dietary 
Guidelines, you can decrease cancer 
risk and prevent heart disease, diabetes 
and obesity by cutting dietary fat and 
cholesterol and eating plenty of grains, 
fruits and vegetables. These guidelines 
have been endorsed by the American 
Cancer Society, the American Dietetic 
Association, the American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the National Institutes of 
Health and the American Heart Associ
ation. The groups recommend that 55 
percent or more of daily calories come 
from complex carbohydrates such as 
grains, fruits and vegetables. They also 
recommend that dietary cholesterol be 
limited to 300 milligrams each day, less 
than the amount in two eggs; that salt 
be limited to six grams, or one tea
spoon, each day; and that no more 
than 30 percent of total calories come 
from all types of fat. From The New 
York Times, "Leading Health Groups 
Endorse a Meal Plan," June 19, 1999.

Ever washed your underwear 
load in your washing machine before 
you washed the kitchen towels? 
Charles Gerba and his colleagues at 
the University of Arizona recently 
completed a study which found that 
up to 20 percent of washing machines 
have E. coli under the rim and that 
salmonella bacteria, rotavirus (causing 
severe diarrhea in children) and aden
ovirus (causing upper respiratory in
fection) can survive the heat of a 
permanent-press drying cycle. Gerba, 
best known as the scientist who point
ed out the bacteria growing on spong
es and cutting boards in America's 
kitchens, states that while regular de
tergents and water remove 99 percent 
of the organisms, millions survive the 
wash cycle and could go on to infest 
the next load of laundry. To get rid of 
all of the pesky microbes, Gerba sug
gests washing the white load first with 
a cup of bleach or a detergent with a 
sanitizer and washing your hands af
ter handling wet laundry. From USA 
TODAY, "Airing laundry's dirtiest little 
secret: Microbes," by Anita Manning, 
June 8, 1999.  

Getting to the right hospital can 
be more important than getting to the 
closest hospital, according to doctors 
at Johns Hopkins University. They 
studied nearly 100,000 records of peo
ple 65 and older who were treated for 
heart attacks at more than 4,000 hospi
tals in the U.S. from February 1994 to 
July 1995 and found that within 30 
days of being admitted, patients were 
15 percent more likely to survive at a 
"high-volume" hospital that treated 
many heart attacks, as opposed to a 
"low-volume" hospital. The doctors 
state that the findings call for emer
gency medical centers to consider 
identifying certain hospitals as heart-

The latest drug for 
some teens in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth 
area is completely 
legal, easy to find 
and cheap. Police 
were surprised to 
find the latest drug 
of choice was not 

the ecstasy (X) they 
expected-it was 
cough medicine.  

The main ingredient 
in cough medicine is 
dextromethorphan, 
which can cause 
euphoria and mild 

hallucinations.  

Getting to the right 
hospital can be 

more important than 
getting to the 

closest hospital, 
according to a study 

of nearly 100,000 
records by doctors 
at Johns Hopkins 

University.
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A recent study 
released in the 
American Heart 

Association journal 
reported that men 
ages 71 to 93 who 
walked two miles 
each day reduced 
their risks of heart 

attack by 50 
percent.  

Ever washed your 
underwear load in 

your washing 
machine before you 
washed the kitchen 

towels? A study 
found that up to 20 
percent of washing 
machines have E.  
coli under the rim 

and that salmonella 
bacteria, rotavirus 
(causing severe 

diarrhea in children) 
and adenovirus 
(causing upper 

respiratory 
infection) can 

survive the heat of a 
permanent-press 

drying cycle.

attack centers, similar to how they 
designate trauma centers now. From 
Dallas Morning News, "Right hospital 
called key in heart-attack care," May 
27, 1999.  

wo new studies suggest that ab
normalities found during routine 
stress tests, presently considered in
conclusive or ignored, might be early 
indicators of heart diseases. One 
study found during electrocardio
grams, that recurrent nonspecific mi
nor ST-T abnormalities in middle-aged 
men increased the likelihood of a 
heart attack from 50 percent to 150 
percent. The second study found that 
a slower than expected heart rate dur
ing an exercise stress test or the inabil
ity to reach 85 percent of the 
age-adjusted maximum heart rate 
during an exercise stress test indicated 
a greater risk of heart attack. Re
searchers also found that a higher risk 
of death could be extrapolated from a 
test in which radioactive thallium is 
injected into a vein and travels to the 
heart. The radioactive thallium is ab
sorbed by healthy heart tissue, but not 
by damaged heart tissue. From CNN 
Interactive, "Studies find new value in 
overlooked heart-test results," Febru
ary 9, 1999.  

The New England Journal of Medi
cine released a new study which 
found that adding Aldactone, a drug 
that has existed for 30 years, to stan
dard therapy for severe heart failure 
reduced deaths by 30 percent and 
hospitalizations by 36 percent. The 
study was performed in 15 countries 
with more than 1,600 participants and 
was halted 18 months early because 
the findings were seen as so signifi
cant that the results needed to be re
leased immediately. From CNN 
Interactive, "Study suggests inexpen-

sive drug cuts heart-failure deaths by 
one-third," July 19, 1999.  

A recent study released in the 
American Heart Association journal 
Circulation reported that men ages 71 
to 93 who walked two miles each 
day reduced their risks of heart at
tack by 50 percent. And the risks of 
a first heart attack dropped another 
15 percent for every extra half mile 
they walked. Researchers found that 
the consistent exercise lowered bad 
cholesterol, raised good cholesterol, 
helped thin the blood a little, helped 
the clotting system and protected 
against arrhythmia. Researchers the
orized that these findings may also 
extend to younger men and women 
as well. From CNN Interactive, 
"Regular walking cuts men's heart 
attack risk in half," contributed to by 
Holly Firfer, July 5, 1999.  

A University of California at 
Los Angeles study followed 155 high 
school senior girls for five years after 
graduation and found that girls in 
the late teens, especially at ages 18 
and 19, were at high risk for major 
depression and stayed vulnerable for 
several years out of high school. In 
their study, 47 percent reported one 
or more episodes of major, clinical 
depression during that time. The de
pression affected the girls' school 
work, or the handling of work and 
school demands, or the romantic re
lationships. None of the girls were 
in treatment for depression, but 
some had been depressed before the 
study. About 25 percent of those 
who had been depressed before or 
during the study relapsed within a 
year of recovery. From San Antonio 
Express, "Study links depression, girls 
in late teens," by Karen S. Peterson, 
June 22, 1999.
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Two-year continuing education 
Emergency Suspensions 

T he following list of EMS personnel have 
certification expiration dates of February Texas Department of Health 

and March of 2001 and are emergency sus
pended for failure to comply with the two-year Emergency Medical 

continuing education (CE) reporting require- Services Rule 

ment mandated in EMS Rule 157.38, Section k. 157.38, Section k 
EMS personnel who are emergency sus

pended will be promptly reinstated when they (1)- Failure to complete re

complete the required CE hours and submit the quired CE: A certificant who has 

completed CE Summary Report form to TDH. failed to complete the requirements 

The CE Summary Report form will be accepted for the initial two-year CE time pe

by mail or by fax at (512) 834-6736, or you can riod will be granted a 90-day exten

hand-carry it to your local public health region sion period to complete and submit 

office. An official notice of reinstatement will the required CE. Failure to complete 

be mailed to EMS personnel who comply with and submit the CE requirements 

the CE requirement prior to their expiration within that time frame shall be 

date. cause for emergency suspension until 

Though the emergency suspension may ex- CE requirements are met.  

tend to the expiration date of the certificate, 
names will appear in this magazine for only 
one issue. Providers should require presenta
tion of the original reinstatement document 
(with water mark) from the employee who has 
been emergency suspended and claims to be 
reinstated. No notice of reinstatement will ap
pear in the Texas EMS Magazine.  

Current certificate status is available on the 
internet at: www.tdh.state.tx.us/hcqs/ems/ 
certqury.htm. The page is directly linked to our 
live database so information is up-to-the
minute.  

Due to press deadlines, names may appear in 
the magazine after personnel are reinstated.
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Emergency Suspensions
107142 MAH 
34124 WILL 
36356 EDW 

107768 MIG 
107498 RICH 
107064 JOA 
30672 MAR 

107143 JAM 
33458 VIRG 
84011 CAN 

102704 KAR 
107100 JES 
31716 BEN 

105604 MILL 
103445 CAR 
106959 KEL 
106870 JAS 
106915 JOS 
57583 THO 

101433 GRE 
43251 MIC 

107338 MAT 
107820 REB 
25115 CAT 
10709 JAM 
54895 SAX 
32629 LES 

107602 RAY 
106658 SAN 
52611 STE 
11076 GRE 

107570 CHRI 
15027 POL 

106876 DAN 
106429 ERIC 
34052 JER 
17409 BOD 
42513 GAR 

107579 CAR 
56138 GILB 

101434 CHE 
107037 BAR 
57363 JOH 
14965 MAR 

107461 JUDI 
107281 FRE 
107190 DENI 
104995 BOB 
64875 SAM 

107041 DEL 
4174 CHRI 

107581 DEN 
105782 ANG 
25344 JAS 
4503 JOR 

107416 LAR 
30155 NOR 
21730 JER 

107532 AND 
16480 STE 

107144 ROB 
12683 DOL 
105530 CLIF 
107094 MIC 
44615 STE 
24453 SUS 
26929 JAC 
36954 KEN 

107146 CLA 
23429 JEN 

107480 JIMM 
6584 JOE 

16561 WAD 
16506 BEV 
36102 DAVI 

104781 NAN 
33940 GRE 

105102 CAR 
107591 JAR 

9614 DAVI 
3211 MIC 

48743 ROB 
52615 BRE 

106741 KEN 
100566 DANI 
50854 RON 

107803 DEW 
10082 DAR

ABULAIL DAL 
ADAMS KAT 
ADAMSON FRIT 
AGUAS COR 
AKINS MOR 
ALEGRIA LUB 
ALFARO SAN 
ALKAWAREEK GAR 
ALLEN MAT 
ALLERT SON 
ALTIZER LLA 
ALVARADO HOU 
ANDERSON HOU 
ANDERSON DAL 
ANDRADE ELP 
ANDREJCZAK BRE 
ANDRENO PAS 
ARD FRA 
ARNOLD ELP 
ARZABAL SOC 
ATCHLEY AMA 
ATWELL ELM 
AVILA HAP 
BACK SPRI 
BAILEY GRA 
BAILEY ARLI 
BAKER NEW 
BAKER PAN 
BAKER ROW 
BAKER ROU 
BALLARD HOU 
BALLEW FOR 
BALZEN BER 
BANDA HOU 
BARBER MAR 
BARCLAY LOC 
BARKER CHE 
BARNEY EL P 
BARNHART-KEI LITT 
BARRERA JR SUG 
BARRETT EL P 
BARTELS FAY 
BATES HUM 
BATTLES LUF 
BAYS HEW 
BEALL FRIS 
BEASLEY GID 
BELL HEM 
BELL SKE 
BENEFIELD DEN 
BENNETT LAK 
BERMAN ALL 
BERRY QUIN 
BLANTON TER 
BLEGEN KAT 
BLOSKAS ANT 
BOEHM GON 
BOHN PFL 
BORCHARDT WIC 
BOWLIN DEN 
BOXTIC DAL 
BOYER FRIT 
BRADFORD HOU 
BRANTLEY HIGH 
BRIDGES WAC 
BRIERTON SAN 
BRIGGS EL P 
BROOKS SHA 
BROWN GAR 
BROWN LEA 
BROWN DRIP 
BROWN FLO 
BROWN LA P 
BROWNING MAR 
BRYAN TOM 
BRYAN-MEEKS SPRI 
BUCHWALD KEL 
BUCKLES CHA 
BUCKMEIER RICH 
BULLOCH ABIL 
BURGETT GLE 
BURKART SHE 
BURNS PEA 
BURNS CLE 
BUTLER MAR 
BUTLER ROY 
BYARS COR 
CALL KAT

ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT

25394 DAVI 
55891 LON 
93113 GAB 

101207 LOIS 
53939 KEN 

107804 RAU 
75349 CHRI 
57664 AND 

103450 RAU 
107112 RICA 
16103 JOH 
73433 GAR 
103660 JES 

9250 RAL 
20317 REY 

107805 FRA 
106442 KRIS 
107806 REN 

14261 JAM 
52425 JAM 
20772 ROB 

7544 ERIC 
106832 JOE 
106877 RON 

7005 ERIC 
5325 MAR 

49853 JOH 
11876 JAN 

106749 WILL 
19109 KEIT 

107150 THO 
106626 EZE 
22878 BILL 
42155 JAM 

107595 ALB 
100174 COU 
57236 ROB 

105108 THO 
105638 CAR 
52694 ROG 
41696 KEIT 
20674 PAT 

106750 ROB 
104479 CYN 
107821 CIND 
35864 DWI 
7365 SHA 

107658 BILL 
5087 CHA 

14616 KEN 
18754 TOB 
12671 MAR 
60168 HAR 
49352 JOH 

107067 TOM 
99871 JOH 

3732 LEWI 
41268 THE 
62800 INGR 

106365 SUN 
6886 DAVI 

107576 MAU 
13203 PAT 
23193 ROC 

105026 SHA 
107251 CHA 
107505 GELI 
18607 JAM 
83542 MITC 

107152 DER 
106514 MIC 
107506 THO 

7451 TRU 
7002 JAM 

103424 JOH 
20236 RON 

105544 JOS 
107189 JAM 
107300 CHRI 
22464 MIC 

105685 SHA 
107777 LEO 
106602 BER 
107533 LIND 
107534 RICH 
40420 JAM 
13738 JAM 
60603 MIC

CALVERY 
CAMERON 
CAMPOS 
CAMPSEY 
CANELL 
CANTU 
CAPPS 
CARIAN 
CARRASCO JR 
CARREON 
CARRION 
CARTER 
CASAS, JR 
CASTILLO 
CAVAZOS 
CAVAZOS III 
CENDALSKI 
CERVANTES JR 
CHADWICK JR 
CHALK II 
CHAMBERS 
CHANDLER 
CHANDLER 
CHANDLER 
CHAPMAN 
CHAPPELL 
CHEATHAM 
CHEATHEAM 
CHRISMAN 
CHRISTIE 
CHUMLEY 
CISNEROS JR 
CLARK 
CLARK JR 
CLARY 
COCHRAN 
COLE 
COLLINS 
COLTON 
CONRAD 
COOPER 
COOPER 
COPELAND 
CORTEZ 
COVARRUBIAS 
COX 
COX 
CRAFT 
CRAFT 
CRAFT 
CRAIG 
CRAWFORD 
CREECH 
CREWS JR 
CRIBBS 
CROZIER III 
CRUM 
CRUM 
CRUZ
CULVER COL 
CUNNINGHAM HUM 
CZAJA LUB 
D'SPAIN JUN 
DALLMEYER AUS 
DANCY POR 
DANIELS HOU 
DANIELS RIO 
DARILEK GAN 
DAUGHRITY LA P 
DAVIS MAB 
DAVIS HOU 
DAVIS SAN 
DAVIS BEA 
DAY LAK 
DE GEEST MAR 
DE LA ROSA HAL 
DE LUNA EAG 
DEACONSON J VAN 
DEBORD PLA 
DEFRATUS ARLI 
DELATTE HOU 
DEONARINE COR 
DEVINE TER 
DEWBERRY STR 
DEWBERRY STR 
DIAZ EL P 
DICKERSON SHA 
DICKEY PLAI
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AUS 
HOU 
ANA 
FRA 
HOU 
COR 
HOU 
LAK 
EL P 
SAN 
HOU 
BAY 
EL P 
AUS 
BRO 
COR 
BRE 
COR 
MINE 
LEA 
BRO 
WES 
YOA 
DICK 
BEA 
HIGH 
BUR 
WIC 
VAL 
DUM 
PLA 
PAS 
ARLI 
FAIR 
MCK 
CAN 
CAR 
BOE 
SAN 
PAL 
EL P 
GAT 
PFL 
LA F 
CAN 
ARA 
FRE 
NEW 
HOU 
DAL 
WAC 
BAY 
MCC 
EL P 
WHIT 
FAR 
TEX 
TEX 
HOU

ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT

49765 TIFF 
105617 C 
107733 NAT 
19998 STA 

107396 DAVI 
105872 GRE 
107102 JOE 

1846 DAVI 
107198 JOH 
22387 CAR 
38460 MIC 
47757 BER 
43721 GAY 

107287 CHRI 
107417 LIND 
11744 GEO 
55951 MIC 

106529 CHRI 
53729 MAR 

106761 CHRI 
12123 BILL 

105717 GAR 
103763 RAY 
107535 SYL 

6814 DAN 
34929 ALA 
47841 DAVI 

105598 BRA 
20031 GAR 
30437 MIC 
90379 RAQ 
37475 OVID 

107330 JEN 
38559 DAVI 

101662 WILL 
25625 SAN 

106136 DAR 
107397 DAL 
107140 CAL 
106998 DUS 
20641 DON 

102654 KEN 
73655 FRA 
54721 TRE 

107127 ALLI 
102655 ROG 
107484 JOA 
76398 CHA 

107069 BRA 
43768 GLO 
38199 ERIK 
107103 JAM 
107780 DAM 
37960 WILL 
45841 CHRI 

190 CLA 
2123 CLIN 

99869 ALO 
107419 JAM 
46529 PAT 

106471 CHRI 
107399 ARA 
106553 WILL 
106634 LORI 
21601 AMA 

107180 BAL 
38630 ENRI 

107557 JOS 
107508 JUA 
100367 JULI 
38879 RUD 

107808 SAM 
11132 JOH 

107301 JOH 
91330 MAR 
107809 PED 
107207 WILL 

579 ANN 
46649 GILL 

107265 JUD 
104102 GER 
14869 SIDN 
65581 ROS 
51730 JIMM 
19977 DEA 

107810 WILL 
58854 NOE 
37543 ALB

DIEBOLT 
DIXON 
DIXON 
DOBBINS 
DODSON 
DOLLE 
DOMINGUEZ 
DONNELLY 
DORA 
DORMIER 
DORSEY 
DOWLEN JR 
DOZIER 
DRURY 
DUKE 
DUMAS 
DUNAVEN 
DUPLER 
DUPRE 
DYKSTRA 
EARY 
EDWARDS 
EDWARDS 
ELIXSON 
ELLIOTT 
ELMORE 
ENGLAND III 
ENLOE 
EPHLIN 
ERWIN 
ESPINOZA 
ESPINOZA JR 
ESTES 
EVANS 
EVANS 
FAILLA 
FALES 
FANNING 
FARRAR 
FENTRESS 
FERNANDEZ 
FINLEY 
FISHER 
FISHER 
FITZGERALD 
FLORES 
FLOURNOY 
FLOYD 
FOERSTER 
FONTENOT 
FORD 
FORD 
FORNERIS 
FRATUS 
FREED 
FREEMAN 
FRIES 
FULCHER 
FULLER 
FURR 
GABRIEL 
GADBERY 
GALBREATH 
GALLIER 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARCIA 
GARIBAY 
GARLINGTON 
GARRETT 
GARZA 
GARZA 
GASTON 
GEBAUER 
GILBERT 
GILBERT 
GILES 
GILLIAM 
GLYNN 
GOEBEL 
GOLD 
GOLDMAN 
GOMEZ 
GOMEZ III

WAC 
DEE 
AMA 
AMA 
FOR 
LON 
ROC 
AUS 
HOU 
THR 
LAG 
SHE 
PAD 
KILG 
MCC 
HEN 
BEA 
GAL 
DUN 
MAR 
WAC 
BEA 
DAL 
STR 
NOM 
WIN 
WILL 
SEY 
EL P 
ARLI 
ORA 
FRE 
TEM 
ARLI 
HIGH 
NEW 
FRIE 
FOR 
CAN 
SAN 
FRIS 
GLA 
PEA 
EL P 
HOU 
CAR 
ANG 
FOR 
SHA 
HOU 
HOU 
COR 
COR 
BEA 
FOR 
D'HA 
TER 
FAR 
MCC 
BAR 
WIN 
DUN 
PAS 
HAM 
ABE 
DEE 
HAR 
ANT 
SAN 
WES 
SWE 
COR 
POR 
FRIS 
COR 
COR 
BUR 
MCC 
WIC 
SUN 
WO 
WAC 
SAN 
FOR 
CAL 
COR 
EL P 
COR

EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-I 
EMT



Emergency Suspensions

36654 FIDE 
76785 JAC 

107785 JOH 
107368 RICA 
55911 ROB 
29976 ANT 
21082 DAN 

106700 DEB 
107427 RUS 

80875 CAT 
103713 KEIT 
107735 MIC 
107842 DIAN 
36533 JOY 
80044 ELIZ 

103590 KIMB 
107659 FRA 
86510 DUA 
107402 JEF 
93921 LUCI 
14200 YVE 
12527 LISE 
29696 VIRG 

107302 KEVI 
107705 DWA 
107497 NINA 
107578 CHRI 
29485 SAN 
24829 DANI 

107184 SHA 
50256 PHILI 

106765 STU 
106311 GEO 
107689 AMY 
107013 DEB 
41931 MAR 
44032 HOL 
107240 MIC 
62238 FRE 

107403 HOW 
102115 CAT 

15295 PAU 
57587 JAC 

106901 JAN 
107274 PAR 
50021 SHE 

107709 ZAC 
37066 TRA 

107122 WAL 
44988 MIKE 
41958 RAN 

107218 RON 
106974 VICT 

40200 BOB 
8717 MIC 
58766 ELIS 

107811 DAVI 
39811 JAVI 
39338 JOE 

107404 DORI 
663 CHRI

GONZALES 
GONZALES 
GONZALES 
GONZALEZ 
GONZALEZ 
GOODMAN 
GOODSON 
GORDON 
GORSKI 
GRAHAM 
GRAHAM 
GRANT 
GREEN 
GREEN 
GREER 
GREGG 
GRESH II 
GRISSETT 
GROSSMAN 
GUERRA 
GUERRERO 
GUFFY 
GUTIERREZ 
HACKBART 
HAGAN 
HAGAN 
HAGANS 
HALL 
HAMALA 
HAMBELTON 
HAMILTON 
HAMILTON 
HAMILTON IV 
HAMM 
HAMMOND 
HANSEN 
HARDIN 
HARMON 
HARRIS 
HARRIS 
HARRISON 
HARRISON 
HART 
HASHA 
HASSON 
HAULK 
HAVENS 
HAWTHORNE 
HAYWOOD 
HENDERSON 
HENDERSON 
HENDERSON 
HENRY 
HERBST 
HERD 
HERNANDEZ 
HERR 
HERRERA 
HERRERA III 
HICKEY 
HIEBEL

COR 
ROB 
COR 
ALIC 
MAN 
COR 
AUS 
AXT 
ANT 
WILL 
WILL 
AMA 
SON 
CON 
HOU 
LA F 
SAN 
DAIN 
GOD 
PAS 
SON 
AUS 
COR 
PLA 
SHE 
MIDL 
DENI 
SWE 
DEE 
SAN 
PLA 
ROU 
BRY 
JAS 
CAL 
CRY 
JUN 
DRIP 
COR 
ARLI 
SEG 
LUF 
MAR 
SPRI 
HAN 
ODE 
GRA 
WAC 
HOL 
WIN 
AUS 
LUB 
HOU 
MEG 
ABIL 
DICK 
COR 
EL P 
BEA 
FOR 
CON

49074 KAR HIGGINBOTHAM KILL
105180 KEIT 
25789 THE 
40884 BEN 

107048 CUR 
59592 JAM 

106448 DEB 
106585 SAN 
23738 MAT 
106543 MIC 
107052 JEN 
107405 KEL 
18497 GILB 

105642 WES 
107266 KEN 
107354 THO 
107408 JAC 
105728 ROA 

2019 CHRI 
107619 CON 
107123 ALE 
102760 CHA 
107607 IRMA 
107109 TAM 
105195 KEN 
32097 ROB 
78374 HEN

HIGHTOWER 
HILL 
HILLIARD 
HINES 
HINOJOSA 
HODDE 
HODGE 
HODGES 
HOFFART SR 
HOGUE 
HOLDEN 
HOLGUIN 
HOLLAND 
HOLMAN 
HOMUTH 
HOPKINS 
HOPPEL 
HOSKINS 
HOUGHTON 
HOWARD 
HOWARD 
HOWARD 
HOWARD 
HUDNALL 
HUNT 
IAGNEMMA

LUB 
SUD 
ARLI 
ALPI 
SAN 
BRE 
BRY 
WOL 
SPL 
TER 
GRA 
EL P 
HIGG 
GRA 
NOL 
MAN 
SPRI 
BLA 
MCK 
HOL 
LAK 
PAN 
POR 
CLE 
HOU 
SAN

EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT-I 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT-P 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT

1534 JOH 
107822 SUS 
105695 SUZ 
21237 PRE 
33185 DEB 
90715 MAT 
18147 CHA 

107156 JOS 
30109 CHRI 

107110 KEN 
107401 ETH 
107621 MAR 
107213 DEN 
107738 TRO 
107273 DAVI 
44459 RICH 
16793 JAM 
75964 CYN 
107305 JEF 
107185 EDD 
100444 CHA 
107812 DOU 
107267 GIA 
107306 JOH 
100466 PAU 
107043 CHA 
107843 ERIC 
38302 ARN 
11662 RICK 
11025 LAU 

105225 DAVI 
107307 KAR 
28876 KYL 

107289 WAD 
106762 CHRI 
107248 CAT 
10085 ROB 

107448 JAM 
33842 TIMO 

107192 STE 
107739 WILL 
40541 JOH 

106769 ERIC 
46850 ELL 

9355 ALLI 
107418 WILS 
13187 CHA 
35732 KEL 

107740 NEE 
36261 TOM 

106168 CHRI 
107688 ALF 
106216 SHA 
105740 CAR 
106771 DANI 
107378 PAU 
78997 RICH 

104021 LOVI 
107463 DAVI 
107308 THE 
107214 ANT 
107309 ANT 
107510 MARI 
29527 LOUI 
32790 CHA 
25750 MIC 

107573 TAB 
106837 SHA 

1220 DAVI 
105379 DAM 
107638 JOH 
107623 PAU 
22511 REY 

105755 KEN 
32615 JUA 

106456 HEA 
107538 JER 
106757 JOH 
106170 BRA 
106839 GRE 
13961 MARI 
80550 WILL 
70034 ROS 
69662 ROY 
5729 LAR 

11663 JER 
100547 MAR 
38462 BRIA

IBBOTSON JUN 
IRLBECK DIM 
IRVIN LA P 
JACOBI AUS 
JAMES WIC 
JAMES GRA 
JAMES JR HUN 
JAMES JR DAL 
JANAK FOR 
JOHNS POR 
JOHNSON BRO 
JOHNSON WES 
JOHNSON JR GILM 
JOHNSTON AMA 
JOLLEY STO 
JONAS ODO 
JONES BEA 
JURADO EL P 
KAPPEL LITT 
KARAM SAN 
KARL ARLI 
KASPRZYK COR 
KEEN WIC 
KENDALL CLE 
KENDALL HOU 
KEOWN N RI 
KERBOW SON 
KIDD BEA 
KIESEL EL P 
KILLINS STIN 
KING ROS 
KING IRVI 
KING RICH 
KIRK GAR 
KIRKSEY LEA 
KIRKWOOD HOU 
KITE II GAL 
KIVEL HOU 
KLOSS SAN 
KNOWLES SAN 
KNOWLES AMA 
KOBE AUS 
KOPRIVA TRO 
KRUMM KING 
KWIATKOWSKI HEM 
LAMB CLE 
LAMBERT SEA 
LANHAM DUM 
LANKFORD AMA 
LARISON TYLE 
LAWS BEL 
LAWSON TRE 
LECHLER SAN 
LEE ORA 
LEE COR 
LEE DRIP 
LEE ORA 
LEMOINE CHA 
LEONARD POR 
LEVEL FRIS 
LEVO LON 
LEWIS COM 
LEYUA LA F 
LIEGGI II EL P 
LINDORFER WAC 
LINTZ EL P 
LITTLE LA P 
LOCKE CIBO 
LONG LEWI 
LOPEZ EL P 
LOPEZ LAR 
LOPEZ WEA 
LOPEZ SPA 
LOWDER GRO 
LOYA BRO 
LUCAS PFL 
LUCAS WIC 
LUCAS AUS 
LUNA SAN 
LUNA SAN 
LUSK HOU 
LYLE MES 
LYONS CRO 
MABERY AMA 
MADDOX WAC 
MAGAN CON 
MAGILL FRA 
MALLORY DAL

EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT-I 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT-I 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-I 
ECA 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT

40885 MIC 
106868 ALD 
77573 MIC 

107290 BRA 
30104 DANI 
65201 DEB 
88317 CHA 

346 KEVI 
6699 KEVI 

107049 LISA 
10016 TRA 

107512 ANT 
106826 CAR 
83274 CHRI 
28680 EDU 

107513 ELE 
106551 JOE 
22713 JOS 

107514 JOS 
107124 JOS 
107029 LUIS 
107692 JAC 
106423 JOH 
107195 CHRI 
107628 NAN 
107629 WILL 
44736 JOH 
51284 LIND 

103309 KEN 
2594 WAD 

106629 ROB 
107219 COR 

2944 MIC 
105442 LYN 
107136 SELI 
12650 JOH 

106763 SHE 
107690 SEA 
107639 JUA 
25303 WILL 
18682 JAC 

106506 DANI 
74768 ARN 
33464 MAR 

106570 AAR 
107453 JIMM 

4366 ELL 
102420 COD 
107311 KEIT 
68505 LAD 
86294 LES 
32460 MON 
106625 MOL 
107781 JUA 
106461 BRIT 
107431 ANG 
107044 JONI 
104219 CLIN 
23290 JOS 

313 GRA 
106708 CAR 
106846 CYN 
106913 KEL 
107215 RON 
107076 LAU 
107086 CHRI 
107633 ERIC 
28705 JOH 
106617 JEF 
99693 CHRI 
55780 KYL 
12629 LAR 
15006 ROD 

105317 LISA 
106914 LISA 
106472 CAT 

6421 GOR 
105016 CIND 
105428 MAR 
80020 TOB 
107310 JAM 
107160 JOGI 
107161 STE 
21363 BYR 

106724 ROB 
20740 MAR 
26693 TER 
107635 JAM

MALPHETTE ROC EMT 
MANNING PEA EMT 
MANNING EUL EMT-I 
MANNOR CAR EMT 
MARBERRY BEA EMT-P 
MARCUM PAL EMT-I 
MARRS WAL EMT 
MARTIN AUS EMT-P 
MARTIN ARLI EMT-P 
MARTIN ALPI ECA 
MARTIN HOU EMT 
MARTINEZ SAN EMT 
MARTINEZ HOU EMT 
MARTINEZ AZL EMT 
MARTINEZ EL P ECA 
MARTINEZ SAN EMT 
MARTINEZ BAY ECA 
MARTINEZ COR EMT-P 
MARTINEZ SAN EMT 
MARTINEZ EL P ECA 
MARTINEZ LAR EMT 
MASON SHE EMT 
MATTHEWS GAL EMT 
MAZUREK HOU EMT 
MCCARTHY PLA ECA 
MCCASLAND J MES EMT 
MCCORMICK NEE EMT-I 
MCCOY HOU EMT-P 
MCCRACKEN NAC EMT 
MCCRAY BEA EMT 
MCDANIEL COM EMT 
MCELWEE LUB EMT 
MCHENRY EDN EMT-P 
MCLEMORE DAY EMT 
MCLEOD GRA ECA 
MCMAHAN IV BEA ECA 
MCNAIR DRIP ECA 
MCNUNN GRA ECA 
MEDELLIN JR LAR EMT 
MELANSON DEE EMT-P 
MENDIOLA SAN EMT-P 
MENDOZA DEE ECA 
MERRY LUB EMT 
MERTZ HAL EMT 
MESIROFF RUS ECA 
MILES JR HOU EMT 
MILIAUSKAS KAT EMT-P 
MILLER BLU EMT-I 
MILLER PLA EMT 
MILLER HOU EMT 
MILLER ALA EMT-I 
MILLER STIN EMT-I 
MINES BAC EMT 
MIRELES COR ECA 
MISERCOLA CED EMT 
MITCHELL JOH ECA 
MITCHELL ARLI EMT 
MOBLY GRA EMT 
MOLINA WAC EMT 
MONIZ KEN EMT-I 
MONTEMAYOR SAL EMT 
MONTEMAYOR HOU EMT 
MONTGOMERY WAC EMT 
MOORE BOG EMT 
MORA LUB EMT 
MORGAN ALVI EMT 
MORGAN DAL EMT 
MORGAN DAL ECA 
MORISSET TER EMT 
MORRIS FOR EMT 
MORRIS PLA EMT-P 
MORRIS HUR EMT 
MORTON JR LAK EMT-I 
MOSES PEA EMT 
MOUNCE WAC EMT 
MOUTON STO EMT 
MUSTIN JR EL P EMT-P 
MUTHS HOU EMT 
MYERS ROS EMT 
MYERS PAS ECA 
McKENZIE FRIS EMT 
NAGRA RICH ECA 
NEAL QUIN ECA 
NEIDIGK MAG EMT 
NELSON COR EMT 
NEWCOMER BEA ECA 
NICHOLAS SHE EMT 
NICHOLS ROW EMT
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Emergency Suspensions

7369 CUR 
105244 TINA 
99348 WEN 
37382 HEC 

107269 JAM 
6030 TAR 

107813 JAVI 
54839 CHE 

107125 ERIK 
41158 DOU 

105620 WILL 
40849 DAVI 

103621 AMY 
17735 JOH 

100702 SAU 
75607 RICA 
58088 TAM 

106899 PAU 
105214 CAR 
19331 DED 

107223 HEID 
106770 LISA 
56800 DAW 

107515 HEN 
102526 HEN 
104855 VIOL 
14473 NAN 

106351 SCO 
15010 BRA 

107437 RON 
106356 ALIS 
37574 DAVI 

107137 JOE 
107293 CHRI 

104 KIMB 
107550 JOS 
106515 DOR 

47864 MAR 
107295 MAR 

9104 TOD 
106463 STE 
48696 RAM 

101763 DAR 
107045 AND 

41487 DAVI 
106523 EMIL 
105348 SHE 
105615 MILE 
103001 KEN 
107082 CHA 
107194 VICT 
106531 STE 
107614 ROD 
105696 NICO 
10214 STE 
87559 GUA 

100233 CLA 
4705 JAVI 

107220 REGI 
107163 ERIK 
105678 JUA 
107426 RAC 
106139 ANIT 

4422 ERN 
18295 JUA 
30176 JOH 

101407 LAU 
44885 MIKE 
29671 DON 

4094 JOY 
107221 FRA 
12900 JES 
29447 ANT 
58922 LAR 
81403 RICA 

107271 BRIA 
35048 CHRI 
12080 HAR 
40400 RAY 
35496 SAM 

106898 JULI 
33656 RON 
25546 MAR 

106619 ROB 
48485 JUA 

107698 ANG 
53964 TRE

NICKERSON JR MES 
NOBLE GRA 
NORRIS HOU 
NUNEZ LON 
NUNLEY GRA 
ODLE ARLI 
OLIVAREZ COR 
OLIVAS CAN 
OLIVER EL P 
OSLICK THO 
OSWALD HOU 
OUJESKY ARLI 
OWEN AMA 
PACKARD N RI 
PANDO JR EL P 
PAREDES WEA 
PARKER SPRI 
PATE PAS 
PATTON HUN 
PAYNE QUIT 
PAYNE ELM 
PEARSON BUD 
PELHAM ANA 
PENA PAS 
PEREZ TULI 
PEREZ RAY 
PERRY DEL 
PERRY WAC 
PETERS DICK 
PETERSON KEN 
PETTY COL 
PEVEHOUSE CAL 
PIAZZA GAR 
PICKENS MAB 
PINEAU BEA 
PINEDO SHA 
PINKNEY BAY 
PIPKIN EAS 
PITTMAN GAR 
PITTMON DE S 
PLENCNER MAR 
POBLANO EL P 
POST HAL 
POWELL PLA 
POWER EL P 
PREECE LEA 
PRENDERGAST SAN 
PRICE, JR. WOR 
PROCTOR BUC 
PROSSER IV HUM 
PROVENCIO EL P 
PURDON HOU 
QUALLS AMA 
QUILLEN SILS 
QUINLAN CRO 
QUINONES COR 
QUIROGA LAR 
QUIROGA HAR 
RAGAN LUB 
RAIBLE ARLI 
RAMIREZ SAN 
RAMIREZ MCC 
RAMOS HOL 
RAMOS BRO 
RAMOS LA F 
RANGEL EL P 
RAY SPE 
READY WAC 
REAGAN ARLI 
RENNOLDSON BAY 
RENOUF LUB 
RENTERIA JR SAN 
RESENDEZ JR EL P 
REVEN TOW 
REYES EL P 
RHODES BOW 
RHODES HOU 
RICE NIXO 
RICE BEA 
RIDDLE FLA 
RIDENOUR WIC 
RINGSTAFF SAN 
RITCHIE HOU 
RITCHIE TER 
RIVERA EL P 
ROACH DAL 
ROACH HOU

ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT-P

10304 BRY 
18601 CECI 

7753 JAC 
107193 ALF 
44461 ALF 

107032 RUNI 
107517 ABR 
107272 KRIS 
39499 HAR 
48169 WAL 
40242 MELI 
90476 EDW 

107164 DAVI 
44848 BILL 

101663 SHE 
107129 MAR 
19936 DAVI 
14194 CHRI 

107166 MARI 
106469 CHA 
30745 CHRI 

106563 DEB 
106564 HER 
107046 TER 

16398 PRE 
106788 BRA 
24632 STA 

5574 VICT 
107018 ANGI 

17308 RON 
106900 MON 
47725 JAS 

106835 LUCI 
104645 MAR 
25245 JULI 
25277 KAT 
23794 MILT 
12675 GAY 

104474 REG 
26489 EDW 

107541 RUS 
107644 PHIL 
107694 EVE 

11743 TAM 
52166 MIC 

106635 GRE 
107317 KEIT 

55783 CAM 
64809 WAY 
49205 BRIA 
107131 JUS 
107451 TIMO 
39126 THO 
58639 WILL 

7208 RON 
18052 MOR 

107262 BRA 
106562 DAR 
50816 JER 

106931 LAR 
107827 CAR 
107250 JERI 
55938 RUS 
10859 JOE 

107319 GEO 
105216 JER 
107022 JIM 
102825 HOL 
106840 JAS 
20439 MAR 

107425 CRAI 
107381 ROB 
23494 DAN 

107646 MIC 
46050 NEA 
46685 STA 

105065 JOH 
107169 DANI 
17479 GEO 
10973 OPA 

107700 ROB 
18676 LAR 

107456 REN 
107792 BOB 
44289 TIM 

106827 CHRI 
27513 B

ROBERTS 
ROBERTS 
ROBERTSON 
RODGERS 
RODRIGUEZ 
RODRIGUEZ 
RODRIGUEZ JR 
ROE 
ROGERS 
ROMEO 
ROSALES 
ROSE 
ROSS 
ROSS JR 
ROUNDTREE 
RUDISILL 
RUSHING 
RUTHERFORD 
RUTHERFORD 
RYAN JR 
SALINAS 
SALTER 
SALTER 
SALYER 
SAMPLE 
SANDERS 
SAUER 
SCHILLING 
SCHOPPE 
SCHROEDER 
SCHULTZ 
SEARCY 
SEKULA 
SENEGAL 
SENNETT 
SEYMOUR 
SHANKLE 
SHAW 
SHAW 
SHEPHERD 
SHEPPARD 
SHIPP 
SHIRLEY 
SHIRLEY 
SHIVELY 
SHIVER 
SIEBERT 
SIEFERT 
SIGOURNEY 
SIMS 
SKIBITSKY 
SKINNER 
SLAGLE 
SLAGLE 
SLEDGE 
SLEET III 
SMITH 
SMITH 
SMITH 
SMITH 
SOSA 
SPARKMAN 
STALEY 
STANFORD 
STANLEY 
STEAGALL 
STEELE 
STEWART 
STEWART 
STOCKTON 
STONE 
STONE, JR.  
STOVER 
STRANN 
STRASSER 
STRAWN 
SUEHS 
SUHANY 
SUTHER 
SUTHERLAND 
SWAIN 
SWAN 
SWOFFORD 
TAGLE 
TALLEY 
TANGALIN 
TANKERSLEY

BAR 
FRE 
LA P 
CAN 
ODE 
LAR 
LA F 
GRA 
MUN 
HOU 
HAR 
MES 
BAL 
COR 
MIDL 
ALA 
SHA 
LEV 
MES 
STO 
OLT 
HUN 
HUN 
GEO 
ARLI 
AUS 
SPE 
AUS 
CAL 
BEA 
HOU 
DEN 
VICT 
HOU 
HOU 
SHA 
HOU 
DRIP 
ALVI 
BRE 
WIC 
CAR 
BUR 
SNY 
HOU 
CON 
FRIS 
AUS 
SAN 
QUIN 
HOL 
RICH 
HOU 
HUM 
VICT 
HOU 
AMA 
HUN 
HOU 
CUN 
HAP 
ORA 
FOR 
FOR 
LEWI 
POR 
SPIC 
KING 
SPRI 
ARLI 
ANT 
GAT 
AMA 
DAL 
ARLI 
ROW 
CAL 
DAL 
SAN 
WHIT 
LEWI 
TOM 
FOR 
COR 
SON 
HOU 
HEN

EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT-I 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT-I 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I

107320 GEO 
106422 NAT 
33636 PHIL 

104782 STE 
62466 CHA 
44835 DER 
13279 KER 

106525 WILL 
106519 JAM 
66988 RICH 

104994 RAN 
29735 DAR 

107087 TIFF 
58706 MAR 

107816 RAU 
88283 JULI 

106869 BRIA 
106520 SHE 
104720 CHA 
106499 JOH 
35725 DWI 
15771 TER 
21901 GAR 
12106 MAR 
51046 JOS 
27349 CHA 
46643 PAU 

107321 BAR 
4849 FAIT 

107794 ADO 
42294 ORL 

107519 PAT 
106871 JES 
106624 NOR 
107118 JOH 
107818 RON 

11297 DAVI 
36441 DON 
3218 DAVI 

107119 MAT 
73943 PAT 
56927 THO 
60028 JOH 

107322 STE 
100458 DEA 
28410 EDDI 
52943 PEG 

104673 JAN 
99193 BILL 

104310 LOR 
52542 WILL 
41340 PHIL 
48401 JAC 

107797 MAR 
106036 CON 
107323 RON 
107819 DAVI 
107384 DAVI 
107828 JOE 

11327 MIC 
4514 ROB 

97663 ROD 
107649 DAVI 
106513 LYN 
106823 ASH 
107435 JONI 
106752 MIC 
106466 SHA 
107571 SEA 
106155 JEN 
107685 MIC 
107268 BEV 
35506 PET 

107165 MON 
53661 ELIN 
40025 BRU 

107616 TONI 
70945 AMY 
39418 EMIL 
105259 JEN 
107459 CHRI 
15731 TER 

107652 WEN 
22223 Lisa 

107545 ALB 
107410 FELI
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THOMAS SHE 
THOMAS FOR 
THOMAS PLA 
THOMPSON DICK 
THORNTON JR HOC 
THURMAN MAG 
TOMCZAK WAL 
TOWERY THO 
TRAVIS BAY 
TRAXLER LITT 
TREJO COR 
TREVINO JR VICT 
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VAUGHN BER 
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VELAZQUEZ SAN 
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WARREN AMA 
WARREN BUC 
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WEAVER MISS 
WEBB SHE 
WEBB BEA 
WEBSTER GRO 
WELLMAN QUIT 
WENDT DEL 
WERNER THE 
WESTBROOK BOW 
WHITE COR 
WHITE COR 
WHITE HAP 
WHITE JEW 
WHITE SCH 
WHITESIDE JR GAL 
WILKIRSON ALL 
WILLHOITE DICK 
WILLIAMS WAS 
WILLIAMS CLE 
WILLIAMS WAC 
WILLIAMS TEM 
WILLINGHAM BRA 
WILSON KILL 
WILSON DEE 
WILTON LOVI 
WINEGAR LA P 
WINES SAN 
WIPFLER DAL 
WITHROW SAN 
WITT PAN 
WOOD DEVI 
WOOD AZL 
WOOLARD ALV 
WOOLAVER RHO 
WORCESTER IRVI 
WYRICK RICH 
Wisko SAN 
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ZUBIA EL P

ECA 
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EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
ECA 
ECA 
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EMT-P 
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EMT 
EMT-I 
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EMT 
EMT-P 
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EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
EMT-P 
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EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-P 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
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ECA 
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EMT 
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EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT 
EMT-I 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT 
EMT 
ECA 
EMT-P 
ECA 
EMT



THE INFORMATION IN THIS SECTION IS IN

TENDED TO PROVIDE PUBLIC NOTICE OF 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION BY THE TEXAS DE
PARTMENT OF HEALTH AND THE BUREAU OF 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND IS NOT 

INTENDED TO REFLECT THE SPECIFIC FIND

INGS OF EITHER ENTITY.  

THIS INFORMATION MAY NOT REFLECT 

ANY NUMBER OF FACTORS INCLUDING, BUT 

NOT LIMITED TO, THE SEVERITY OF HARM 

TO A PATIENT, ANY MITIGATING FACTORS, 

OR A CERTIFICANT'S DISCIPLINARY HISTORY.  

THIS LISTING IS NOT INTENDED AS A GUIDE 

TO THE LEVEL OF SANCTIONS APPROPRIATE 

FOR A PARTICULAR ACT OF MISCONDUCT.  

Adam, Thomas W., Highlands, Texas. Twelve 
months probation of EMT certification through 
March 3, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) and (c), 
and 157.53, misdemeanor conviction.  

Aguilar, Carlos, Galena Park, Texas. Twenty
four months probation of EMT-Paramedic certifica
tion through July 22, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

Althaus, Gary John, Waco, Texas. Twenty-four 
months probation of EMT certification through 
September 23,2000. EMS Rules 157.44,157.51(b) and 
(c),and 157.53,felony convictions.  

Anderson, Andy M., Perryton, Texas. Twenty
four months probation of EMT-Paramedic certifica
tion through October 14, 2000. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(27), fails to complete continuing education 
hours as described in 157.38.  

ArandaJr.,Andres, El Paso, Texas. Probation of 
EMT certification through October 29, 2000. EMS 
Rules 157.51(b)(27) on audit, fails to complete 
continuing education hours as described in 157.38.  

Askey, Sherrie Wall, Fort Worth, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT certification 
through July 19, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) 
and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor conviction.  

Ballard, Pattie Love, Aransas Pass, TX. Twenty
four months probation of EMT certification through 
April 3, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44,157.51(b) and (c), and 
157.53, misdemeanor conviction.  

Barkau, Todd B., Dallas, Texas. Decertification of 
EMT-Paramedic certification effective March 12, 
1999. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(2)(24) and (27), fails to 
administer medication and treatment in a responsi
ble manner in accordance with the medical director's 
orders or protocol; fails to give the department or its 
authorized representative full and complete 
information upon request, regarding an alleged or 
confirmed violation of the Health and Safety Code, 
Chapter 773, and the rules adopted thereunder; fails 
to complete continuing education requirements as 
describedin 157.38 in this title.  

* Becker, David E., Houston, Texas. Decertifica
tion of ECA certification effective May 25,1999. EMS 
Rules 157.51 (b)(23) and (27), fails to comply with 
Health and Safety Code, Chapter 773 and the rules 
adopted thereunder, and fails to complete CE 
requirements as described in 157.38 of this title.  

Belt, Lea Ann Taylor, Fort Worth, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT certification 
through September 3, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44,

157.51(b) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
convictions.  

Beck Jr., Patrick Charles, Port Lavaca, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT certification 
through December 15, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b) and (c) and 157.53, felony conviction.  

Bennett, Glenda Sue, Port Lavaca, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT-Intermedi
ate certification through September 29, 2000. EMS 
Rules 157.51(b)(27), failure to complete CE 
requirements in a timely manner.  

Blakeslee, Harald, Kingwood, Texas. Decertifi
cation of EMT-Paramedic certification effective 
March 12,1999. EMS Rules 157.44,157.51(b)(16), (24) 
and (27), federal felony conviction while certified, 
failure to give the department full and complete 
information upon request and failure to complete 
the continuing education requirements.  

Blankenship, Kennie, Houston, TX. Two years 
probation of EMT-paramedic certification through 
April 7,2000. EMS Rule 157.51 (b)(2), failure to follow 
medical director protocols.  

Blanton, Gary Earl, Chico, Texas. Twelve 
months probation of EMT certification through 
January 15,2000. EMS Rules 157.44,157.51(b) and (c), 
and 157.53, misdemeanor convictions.  

Boswell, Bart Paul, Houston, TX. Four years 
probation of EMT-Paramedic certification 
through October 17, 2001. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor 
convictions while certified.  

Brooke, Brian, Waco, Texas. Probation of 
EMT-Paramedic certification through October 
29, 2000. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(28), abuses drugs 
that, in the opinion of the bureau chief, could 
endanger the lives of patients.  

Brooks, Jeffery Sterling, Onalaska, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT certifi
cation through August 18, 2000. EMS Rules 
157.44, 157.51(b)(16) and (c), misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

Brown, Kelly James, Kilgore, Texas. Thirty-six 
months probation of EMT certification through 
September 1, 2001. EMS Rules 157.44,157.51(b) and 
(c), and 157.53, felony conviction.  

Bush, Daniel C., Amarillo, Texas. Twenty-four 
months probation of EMT certification through 
October 21, 2000. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(27), fails to 
complete continuing education hours as described in 
157.38.  

Carlyle, Jason Charles, Graford, Texas.  
Emergency suspension of ECA certification effective 
February 19,1999. EMS Rule 157.51(a)(1)(A), reason 
to believe conduct of certificant creates an imminent 
danger to the public health or safety.  

Carroll, Kevin Wayne, Natalia, TX. Thirty-six 
months probation of EMT-Paramedic certification 
through May 13, 2001. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

Casas, Eduardo, Houston, Texas. Twelve 
months probation of EMT-Paramedic certification 
through November 19, 1999. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction.  

* Channelview VFD, Channelview, Texas.  
Probation of provider license for twelve months 
through June 2000 and a$500 administrative penalty.  
EMS Rules 157.19(c)(1)(A), fails to comply with any of 
the provider licensure requirements as defined in 
157.11 of this title.  

Childers, Mickey Lynn, Beaumont, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT-Paramedic

certification through March 3, 2001. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(1),failuretofollowEMS standards of carein 
the management of a patient; 157.51(b)(2), failure to 
administer medications and/or treatments in a 
responsible manner in accordance with the medical 
director's protocols.  

* Cloud, Jay David, Deer Park, Texas. Twelve 
months probation of EMT-P certification through 
July 2000. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(1) and (25), fails to 
followEMS standards of care in patientmanagement 
and violates any rule or standard that has a potential 
negative effect on the health or safety of a patient.  

Collins,Anita Robin, Big Lake, TX. Twenty-four 
months probation of EMT-Intermediate certification 
through March 4, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

Corbeil, Louis Adrein, San Antonio, TX. Five 
years probation of EMT-Intermediate certification 
through May 3, 2000. EMS Rule 157.44 (b)(1) and (c), 
and 157.53, felony conviction.  

Couch, Christopher Charles, Amarillo, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT-I certifica
tion by reciprocity through March 16, 2001. EMS 
Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) and (c), and 157.53(6), 
misdemeanor convictions and falsification of EMS 
personnelapplication.  

Davis, Diane Nai'mah, Mexia, Texas. Emergen
cy suspension of EMT certification effective May 12, 
1999. EMS Rule 157.51(a)(1)(A), reasonable cause to 
believe that the conduct of the certificant creates an 
imminent danger to the public health or safety.  

Delgado, Frank J., Austin, TX. Two years 
probation of EMT-Paramedic certification through 
May 4, 2000. EMS Rule 157.51(b)(22), obtain any 
benefit to which he is not entitled by ... fraud.  

* Dickerson, Willie J., Woodville, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMS Coordinator 
and EMS Examiner certification through July 2001.  
EMS Rules 157.64(a)(2)(D)(H)(P) and (S), dealing 
with falsification of documents, failure to maintain 
the integrity and professionalismin the course as well 
as compromise or falsification of the department's 
skills process and/or standards.  

Duarte, Richard, San Antonio, Texas. Twenty
four months probation of EMT-Paramedic certifica
tion through September 8, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44 
and 157.51(b) (16) and (c), convicted by military justice 
while certified.  

Ehnore, Lyle Alan, Quanah, Texas. Probation of 
EMT certification through September 30, 2000. EMS 
Rules 157.51 (b)(26) and (c) and 157.44(c), falsification 
of application; felony conviction.  

Emerson, Travis Clinton, McQueeney, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT certification 
through May 7, 2001. EMS Rules 157.44(b)(16) and (c) 
and 157.53, misdemeanor conviction while certified.  

Esslinger, James Keith, North Richland Hills, 
Texas. Emergency suspension of EMT-Paramedic 
certification effective May 13, 1999. EMS Rule 
157.51(a)(1)(A), reasonable cause to believe that the 
conduct of the certificant creates an imminent danger 
to the public health or safety.  

Evans, Lechia Diane, Hull, Texas. . Twelve 
months probation of EMT-Intermediate recertifica
tion through September 22,1999. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

Farwell VFD, Farwell, Texas. Twenty-four 
months probation of provider license through 
September 23,2000. EMS Rule 157.11(d)(1)(A),failure 
to have 2 certified attendants on an ambulance when 
in service.
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* Fillip, David, Sweeny, Texas. Probation of 
EMS Coordinator certification for 12 months 
through May 2000. EMS Rules 157.61(d)(14), 
157.64(a)(2)(N), 157.64(a)(2)(R), and 
157.64(a)(2)(S), demonstrates a lack of supervision 
of program instructors, guest instructors, and/or 
examiners, fails to comply with responsibilities of 
a course coordinator, program instructor, or 
examiner as specified in 157.61-157.63 of this title, 
and compromises or falsifies the department's 
skills verification process and/or standards.  

Folsom, Robert M., College Station, Texas.  
Twenty-four month probation of EMT-Paramed
ic certification through October 29, 2000. EMS 
Rules 157.51(b)(27), fails to complete continuing 
education hours as described in 157.38.  

Ford, Eddie O., Houston, Texas. Twelve 
months suspension of EMT-Paramedic certifica
tion through March 31, 2000. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(24), fails to give the department or its 
authorized representative full and complete 
information upon request, regarding an alleged 
or confirmed violation of the Health and Safety 
Code, Chapter 773, and the rules adopted 
thereunder.  

Fulkerson, David Harold, Cypress, Texas.  
Emergency suspension of EMT-Paramedic certifi
cation effective March 24, 1999. EMS Rule 
157.51(a)(1)(A), reason to believe conduct of 
certificant creates an imminent danger to the 
public health or safety.  

* Gandy, Lissa Renne, Clarksville, Texas.  
Decertification of EMT-P certification. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(1), (10), and (25), fails to follow EMS 
standards of care in the management of a patient, 
abandons a patient, violates any rule or standard 
that has a potential negative effect on the health 
or safety of a patient.  

Gault, Shelley Wells, Corpus Christi, TX.  
Four years probation of EMT certification 
through November 3, 2001. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b) and (c) and 157.53, felony conviction 
and misdemeanor convictions.  

Geyer, Christopher Joseph, New Braunfels, 
Texas. Probation of EMT certification through 
June 30, 2001. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(27), fails to 
complete continuing education requirements as 
described in 157.38 of this title.  

* Goldstar EMS, LLC, Beaumont, Texas.  
$3000 administrative penalty. EMS Rules 
157.19(c)(1)(A), fails to comply with any of the 
provider license requirements as defined in 
157.11 of this title.  

Gonzales, Alfonso C., Corpus Christi, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT 
certification through December 15, 2000. EMS 
Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) and (c) and 157.53, 
misdemeanor convictions.  

Gooley, Rick A., Silsbee, Texas. Six months 
probation of EMT-Paramedic certification 
through September 30, 1999. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(22), obtains any benefit by fraud or 
misrepresentation while an EMS certificant.  

Graham, Robert W., San Antonio, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT
Paramedic certification through July 15, 2000.  
Health and Safety Code 773.041(b), a person may 
not practice as any type of EMS personnel unless 
the person is certified.  

* Guerra, Michael Santos, Pharr, Texas.  
Decertification of EMT certification and 
probation revocation effective June 10, 1999. EMS 
Rules 157.51(b)(5) and (24), and 157.51(d), failure

to comply with the terms of a probation and 
failure to give the department full and complete 
information upon request.  

* Guidry, James Arthur, Las Vegas, Nevada.  
Suspension of EMT-P certification. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(1) and (2), fails to follow EMS standards 
of care in the management of a patient, failure to 
administer medications and/or treatments in a 
responsible manner in accordance with the 
medical director's protocol.  

Hall, Eric Lynn, Katy, Texas. Twelve months 
probation of EMT-Paramedic recertification 
through April 16, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c), misdemeanor conviction 
while certified.  

* Hathaway, Kenneth A., Gonzales, Texas.  
Decertification of EMT certification effective June 
10, 1999. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(24) and (27) and 
157.51(d), failure to give the department full and 
complete information upon request and failure to 
complete continuing education requirements.  

* Hebbe, Robert Kenneth, Joshua, Texas.  
Twelve months probation of EMT certification 
through August 3, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b) and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction.  

Henry, Douglas A., Kirbyville, TX. Four years 
probation of EMT-Paramedic certification 
through February 5, 2002. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

Hicks, Kelly Marie Valentich, Dallas, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT
Paramedic certification through July 10, 2000.  
EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b)(16)(24) and (c), 
misdemeanor convictions while certified.  

Hoffman, Heath Clinton, Palacios, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT 
certification through September 22, 2000. EMS 
Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) and (c), and 157.53, 
misdemeanor conviction.  

Howland, Darren Deun, Dallas, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT-P 
certification through November 2, 2000. EMS 
Rules 157.51(b)(1) and (2), failure to follow EMS 
standards of care in the management of a patient 
and failure to administer medication and/or 
treatment in accordance with the medical 
director's orders or protocols.  

Janssen, Kenneth Michael, Tow, Texas.  
Decertification of EMT certification effective 
March 4, 1999. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b)(16) 
and (24), misdemeanor convictions while 
certified and failure to give the department full 
and complete information upon request.  

* Johnston III, Richard F., Tyler, Texas.  
Twelve months probation of EMT-I certification 
through August 3, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

Jordan, Shawn Daniel, Cleveland, Texas.  
Twelve months probation of ECA certification 
through January 8, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
convictions.  

Kerber, Robert Edward, Houston, Texas.  
Twelve months probation of EMT certification 
through November 19, 1999. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction.  

King, Elizabeth Ann, Austin, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of ECA 
certification through December 15, 2000. EMS

Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) and (c) and 157.53, felony 
conviction and misdemeanor conviction.  

Lachance III, Arthur J., New Braunfels, 
Texas. Decertification of EMT-Paramedic 
certification effective March 12, 1999. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(2), fails to administer medication and 
treatment in a responsible manner in accordance 
with the medical director's orders or protocol.  

Landrum, Jeffrey David, Tyler, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT-P 
certification through January 15, 2001. EMS Rules 
157.44, 157.51(b) and (c), and 157.53, 
misdemeanor conviction.  

* Leal, Jaime Ledesma, Mercedes, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT 
certification through August 3, 2001. EMS Rules 
157.44,157.51(b) and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor 
convictions.  

* Lifesource Ambulance Service, San Antonio, 
Texas. Probation of provider license for twelve 
months through June 2000 and a $2,000 
administrative penalty. EMS Rules 157.19(c)(1)(A), 
fails to comply with any of the provider license 
requirements as defined in 157.11 of this title 

Long, Jackie D., Hallettsville, Texas.  
Decertification of EMT-Paramedic certification 
effective March 12, 1999. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(11), 
appropriates and/or possesses without authorization 
medications, supplies, equipment or personal items 
inappropriately acquired in the course of duty.  

Manillas, Corrine Alethea, El Paso, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT certification 
through June 30, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) 
and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor conviction.  

Martin, Jason Todd, Austin, TX. Two years 
probation of EMT-Intermediate certification through 
October20,1999. EMS Rules 157.44,157.51(b)(16) and 
(c) and 157.53, misdemeanor conviction while 
certified.  

Mason, Robert Clay, Melissa, Texas. Twenty
four months probation of ECA certification through 
November 19,2000. EMS Rules 157.44,157.51(b) and 
(c), and 157.53, misdemeanor conviction.  

Mefford, Robert M., Socorro, Texas. Twenty
four months probation of ECA certification through 
December 15, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44,157.51(b) and 
(c) and 157.53, misdemeanor convictions.  

McMahon, Jeremy Edward, Garland, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT certification 
through July 22, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) 
and (c) 157.53, misdemeanor conviction.  

MedFlightAirAmbulance,Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. Twelve months probation of provider 
license through October 6, 1999. EMS Rules 
157.19(c)(1)(O), use of improper nonlicensed aircraft 
on transport.  

Miller, Robert Scott, Lockhart, Texas. Twenty
four months probation of EMT-Paramedic 
certification through June 4, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b) and (c) and 157.53,misdemeanor conviction 
while certified.  

Mize, Timothy, Houston, Texas. Twenty-four 
months probation of EMT certification through 
October 21, 2000. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(27), fails to 
complete continuingeducationhours as described in 
157.38.  

Muhammad, Alwan Abdullah, El Paso, Texas.  
Decertification of EMT certification effective 
February 19, 1999. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b)(16) 
and Texas Revised Civil Statutes Annotated, Art.  
6252-13c, felony conviction while certified.  

Murphree, Ted Lee, Rising Star, Texas. Twenty
four months probation of ECA certification through
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October 2, 2000. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(27), fails to 
complete continuing education hours as described in 
157.38.  

Myer, Bobby Wayne, Haskell, TX. Twenty-four 
months probation of Emergency Care Attendant 
certification until December 3, 1999. EMS Rules 
157.44,157.51(b), (c) and 157.53, felony conviction.  

Parkhill, Kimberly, Mart, Texas. Probation of 
EMT-Intermediate certification through July 30,2000.  
EMS Rules 157.51(b)(28), abuses drugs that, in the 
opinion of the bureau chief, could endanger the lives 
of patients.  

Parra, Richard D., Horizon, Texas. Probation of 
EMT certification through October 29, 2000. EMS 
Rules 157.51(b)(27) on audit, fails to complete 
continuing education hours as described in 157.38.  

Pearson, Michael Ray, Huffman, Texas.  
Decertification of EMT-Intermediate certification 
and revocation of probation effective March 12,1999.  
EMS Rules 157.51(b)(5), (24) and (27), failure to 
comply with the terms of a probation, failure to give 
the department full and complete information upon 
request and failure to complete continuing education 
requirements.  

Petty, Travis Wade, Killeen, TX. Twenty-four 
months probation of EMT-Paramedic certification 
through February 9, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

Pumphret, Eric P., Austin, Texas. Twenty-four 
months probation of EMT-Paramedic certification 
through November 20, 2000. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(1) 
fails to follow the EMS standards of care in the 
management of a patient; 157.51(b)(2), failure to 
administer medications and/or treatments in a 
responsible manner in accordance with the medical 
director's protocol; 157.51(b)(20), intentionally 
falsifies a patient record.  

Ramsey, Donald Dean III, Portland, TX. Four 
years probation of EMT certification through January 
15, 2002. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) and (c), and 
157.53, felony conviction.  

Ransonette, Kathleen Doretta, Dumas, TX.  
Twenty-four months probation of EMT certification 
through October 31, 1999. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51 
(b) and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor convictions.  

Rapp, Robert Bernard, Sanderson, Texas.  
Eighteen months probation of EMT certification 
throughAugust 17,2000. EMSRules 157.44,157.51(b) 
and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor conviction.  

Richardson, Dianna Jean, Alvardo, Texas.  
Twelve months probation of EMT certification 
through February 4, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction.  

Richter, John Scott, College Station, Texas.  
Twelve months probation of EMT certification 
through January 15, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction.  

Romo, MichaelF., Houston, Texas. Twenty-four 
months probation of EMT-Paramedic recertification 
through May 28, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

* Rubio, Cruz, Port Lavaca, Texas.  
Decertification of ECA certification effective May 25, 
1999. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(24) and (27), fails to give 
the department on its authorized representative full 
and complete information upon request, regarding 
an alleged or confirmed violation of the Health and 
Safety Code, Chapter 773 and the rules adopted 
thereunder, and fails to complete CE requirements as

described in 157.38 of this title.  
Rutland, Harold Dean, Sonora, TX. Probation of 

EMT certification through April 30, 2000. EMS Rules 
157.51(26), falsification of an application for EMS 
personnel certification.  

* RuralMettmAmbulance-Dallas, Dallas, Texas.  
Administrative penalty of $250. EMS Rules 
157.19(c)(1)(A), fails to comply with any of the 
provider licensure requirements as defined in 157.11 
of this title.  

* Saenz, Humberto, Garciasville, Texas. Twenty
four months probation of ECA certification through 
August 3, 2001. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) and (c) 
and 157.53,felony conviction.  

Savahl, Shirlinda Danford, Saulsbury, 
Tennessee. Twenty-four months probation of EMT
Paramedic certification through October 27, 2000.  
EMS Rules 157.51(b)(27), fails to complete CE 
requirements as described in 157.38 of this title.  

Shephard EMS, Shephard, Texas. Twenty-four 
months probation of provider's license through 
December 7, 2000. EMS Rules 157.11(d)(1)(A), BLS 
provider shall staff BLS vehicle(s), when in service, 
with at least two emergency care attendants who 
have active status certification, 24 hours per day, 7 
days per week; 157.11(d)(1)(B), BLS provider who 
does not provide service 24 hours per day, 7 days per 
week, shall notify the department and publish notice 
of hours of operation in the local media; and all 
advertising shall contain the hours of operation.  

* Simpson,AmberLee, Houston, Texas. Twelve 
months probation of EMT-I certification through July 
21, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b)(16) and (c) and 
157.53, misdemeanor conviction while certified.  

Skelton, Richard Lee, McGregor, TX. Three 
years probation of ECA certification through January 
24, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) and (c) and 
157.53, felony convictions.  

Smith, Cassandra, Pensacola, Florida. Two years 
probation of EMT-Paramedic certification through 
March 25, 2000. EMS Rule 157.51(b)(2), failure to 
follow medical director protocols.  

Sowell, Dana, Buffalo Gap, Texas. Twenty-four 
months probation of ECA certification through June 
12, 2000. EMS Rule 157.51(b)(27), failure to comply 
with continuing education requirements in 157.38.  

* Sparks, Robert Damon, Brady, Texas.  
Decertification of EMT certification and probation 
revocation effective June 16, 1999. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(5), (24) and (27), and 157.51(d), failure to 
comply with the terms of a probation and failure to 
give the department full and complete information 
upon request.  

StewartRogerDale, Grapevine, Texas. Twenty
four months probation of EMT certification through 
November 30, 2000. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(27), fails to 
complete CE requirements as described in 157.38 of 
this title.  

* Stiles, Jeffrey Scott, Rowlett, Texas.  
Decertification of EMT certification and probation 
revocation effective June 16, 1999. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(5), (24) and (27), and 157.51(d), failure to 
comply with the terms of a probation, failure to give 
the department full and complete information upon 
request and failure to complete continuing education 
requirements.  

* Thetford, Jon Wesley, Houston, Texas 
Decertification of EMT certification and probation 
revocation effective June 10, 1999. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(5), (24) and (16), and 157.51(d), failure to 
comply with the terms of a probation, failure to give 
the department full and complete information upon 
request and misdemeanor convictions while on

probated suspension.  
Thorpe,MichaelRay, Brenham, Texas. Twenty

four months probation of EMT-Paramedic 
certification through July 20, 2000. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(1), failure to follow EMS standards of care in 
the management of a patient.  

* Tout, James Emil, Austin, Texas. Emergency 
suspension of EMT certification effectiveJuly30,1999.  
EMS Rules 157.51(a)(1)(A), reason to believe conduct 
of certificant creates an imminent danger to the 
public health or safety.  

* Urban EMS, De Soto, Texas. Administrative 
penalty of $250. EMS Rules 157.19(c)(1)(A), fails to 
comply with any of the provider licensure 
requirements as defined in 157.11 of this title.  

Walker, Jeffrey Phillip, Austin, Texas. Twelve 
months probation of EMT-Paramedic certification 
through April 1, 2000. EMS Rules 157.51(b)(25), 
violated any rule or standard that would jeopardize 
health or safety of a patient, the public, or other EMS 
personnel, or that has a potential negative effect on 
the health and safety of a patient.  

Wamsley, John Martin, Liberty Hill, TX.  
Twenty-four months probation of Emergency Care 
Attendant certification through January 23, 2000.  
EMS Rules 157.44, 157.51(b) and (c), and157.53, 
misdemeanor conviction.  

* Warner, Aamn Denis, Harlingen, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of ECA certification 
through August 4, 2001. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c) and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction while certified.  

* Waterwood EMS and Security, Huntsville, 
Texas. Twenty-four months probation through July 
2001. EMS Rules 157.19(c)(1)(U), violates any rule or 
standard that would jeopardize the health or safety of 
a patient or that has a potential negative effect on the 
health or safety of a patient.  

Watkins, Darrell D., Sr., LaMarque, Texas.  
Twenty-four months probation of ECA certification 
throughJanuary 8, 2001. EMS Rules 157.44,157.51(b) 
and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor convictions.  

Watkins, Jimmy Dean, Fort Worth, Texas.  
Emergency suspension of EMT certification effective 
May 6, 1999. EMS Rule 157.51(a)(1)(A), reasonable 
cause to believe that conduct of certificant creates 
an imminent danger to the public health or safety.  

Watts, Carl Wayne, Gladewater, Texas.  
Twelve months probation of EMT certification 
through January 15, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b)(16) and (c), misdemeanor conviction 
while certified.  

Weatherford, Rowdy L., Mart, Texas. Twelve 
months suspension of EMT-Paramedic 
certification through October 14,1999. EMS Rules 
157.51(b)(28), abuses drugs that, in the opinion of 
the bureau chief, could endanger the lives of 
patients.  

Weinheimer, Rex Joseph, Stonewall, TX.  
Four years probation of Emergency Care 
Attendant certification through September 30, 
1999. EMS Rule 157.44(b)(1) and (c), and 157.53, 
misdemeanor convictions.  

Wolfe, Monica D., College Station, Texas.  
Twelve months probation of EMT certification 
through February 17, 2000. EMS Rules 157.44, 
157.51(b) and (c), and 157.53, misdemeanor 
conviction.  

* These listings are new this issue. Denials, revo
cations and administrative penalties will be printed 
in three consecutive issues. Suspensions will be 
printed until suspension or probation expires.
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September 24-25,1999. Tri-State Trauma 
Symposium. Amarillo Civic Center. For 
more information, call Amarillo College 
Center for Continuing Healthcare Education 
at 806/ 354-6085.  

November 21-24, 1999. Texas EMS 
Conference. Austin, Texas. (See page 12).  

September 18, 1999. 7 th Annual Destruc

tion Derby. Awards for 1s, 2"1, and 3r place; 
men's and women's competition. For more 
information call the Spicewood VFD/EMS at 
830/ 693-4726.  

September 24, 1999. Disaster Emergen
cies. $45, 7 hours. Contact Kathy Jordan, 
Texarkana College, at 903/ 838-4541 ext. 382.  

September 24-25, 1999. Basic CISM 
Course. TCLEOSE, EMS, LPC, LMFT, social 
workers and nursing CE approved. $55, 
includes workbook. For information call 
Cheryl Angus at 281/ 482-9487.  

October 4-15, 1999. Paramedic Medical 
Emergencies. For more information, call 
Houston Community College System EMS 
at 713/ 640-0456.  

October 8, 1999. Diabetes Update '99.  
$30, Nurses Type I, social workers, EMS CE 

Deadlines and information 
for meetings and 

advertisements 

Deadline: Meetings and notices must 
be sent in six weeks in advance. After 
the pages of this magazine have com
pletely gone through editorial, design 
and layout, the magazine goes to the 
printshop to get printed (a 15-working
day process), then on to our mailing 
service (a 4-day process), and then to the 
post office to get mailed out. Please 
send in your calendar items six weeks 
in advance to make the next issue.  

Cost: Calendar items are run at no 
charge. Calendar items run in the meet
ing section until just prior to the meet
ing or class. Classified ads run for two 
issues unless we are notified to cancel 
the ad.  

Fax or mail: Calendar items can be 
faxed to 512/834-6736 or mailed to Texas 
EMS Magazine, Texas Department of 
Health, 1100 West 49th Street, Austin, 
TX 78756-3199. Call 512/834-6700 if you 
have a question about the calendar 
section.

Fax items for this section 
to 512/834-6736 

There is not a charge to run 
items in the meetings and notic
es section.  

approval pending. Contact Kathy Jordan, 
Texarkana College, at 903/ 838-4541 ext. 382.  

October 14-16, 1999. South Plains EMS 
Annual Conference. Lubbock Memorial 
Civic Center. For more information call 
Charla Mitchell at 800/ 807-7367, email 
spems@ aol.com.  

October 16-31, 1999. Paramedic Practi
cum II. For more information, call Houston 
Community College System EMS at 713/ 640
0456.  

November 1-19, 1999. Special Patients.  
For more information, call Houston Commu
nity College System EMS at 713/ 640-0456.  

November 20-December 12, 1999. Para
medic Practicum III. For more information, 
call Houston Community College System 
EMS at 713/ 640-0456.  

November 13, 1999. PALS Update. $65, 4 
hours. Contact Kathy Jordan, Texarkana 
College, at 903/ 838-4541 ext. 382.  

November 13-14, 1999. PALS. $175, 16 
hours, limited to 24 students. Contact Kathy 
Jordan, Texarkana College, at 903/ 838-4541 
ext. 382.

I,

Paramedics: Faith Community Hospital 
EMS is accepting applications for paramedics.  
Competitive salaries, benefits and good shift 
schedule. Send resume to EMS Director, 717 
Magnolia, Jacksboro, TX 76458, fax 940/ 567
5714.+ 

Paramedics, EMTs, communications 
specialists, wheelchair van drivers: CareFlite 
Ground and Communications in Dallas has 
openings for full-time/relief personnel.  
Competitive salary and excellent benefits.  
For information and/or applications, contact 
Jeana Moffett or Billy White at 214/ 947-8469 
or 800/ 345-9646. + 

Paramedics: Calhoun County EMS (Port 
Lavaca) is currently accepting applications 
for paramedics. New salary structure.  
Excellent equipment, protocols & benefits.  
Contact Henry Barber, 216 E. Mahan St., Port 
Lavaca, TX 77979, 512/552-1140, fax 512/ 552
6552, or hbarber Cctisd.net.+

EMT, EMT-I, Paramedics: Coastal Medical 
Service (Victoria and Beeville) is accepting 
applications for full-time positions. 24,9 and 
other shifts, MICU and critical care transfers.  
Excellent equipment, protocols, pay & 
benefits. Call 361/ 575-1107, fax resume to 
361/ 575-2149, or 2911 N. Azalea Ste. C, 
Victoria, TX 77901.+ 

EMT: Lifeline Ambulance - Houston is 
accepting applications for all shifts. Call Ms.  
Arnold at 713/ 681-3043.+ 

EMT, EMT-I, paramedic: Schleicher Co.  
VEMS is currently accepting application for 1 
paid EMT (EMT-I or paramedic preferred).  
Must have flexible hours, willing to work 
weekends and holidays. Send resumes to 
SCVEMS, PO Box 637, El Dorado, TX 
76936. + 

EMT, EMT-I, paramedics: De Leon 
Hospital EMS has openings for paramedics, 
EMT-Is and EMTs for weekend call time.  
BLS with MICU capabilities units, low call 
volume. Send application to De Leon 
Hospital, PO Box 319, De Leon, TX 76444.+ 

Paramedics: Anson General Hospital 
EMS is accepting applications for full-time/ 
part-time paramedics. Full-time salary 
$23,700 annual. Contact Jeriami St. Clair at 
915/ 823-3931, 101 Ave J., Anson, TX 79501, 
fax 915/ 823-2574. + 

EMS Director: Floydada EMS is accepting 
applications for full-time EMS Director to 
supervise daily operations, 3 paid paramedics 
and 12 volunteer EMTs. BLS with MICU 
capabilities units (2) and a first responder 
unit. Paramedic with EMS administrative 
exp preferred. Send resume and salary 
requirements to Floydada EMS, PO Box 373, 
Floydada, TX 79235. + 

EMTs, EMT-Is, paramedics: Ameritech 
Ambulance is accepting applications.  
Competitive salary, insurance. Send resume 
to Ameritech, 1010 Willow Dr., Euless, TX 
76070, or fax 817/ 545-0554.* 

EMTs, EMT-Is, paramedics: Prime Care 
Ambulance Service, Inc, in Houston is hiring.  
Excellent benefits, flexible hours. Call 713/ 
521-1424 for appointment.* 

Paramedics: Austin/Travis Co. EMS is 
accepting applications for paramedic positions.  
Salary ranges $33,000/yr (increase to $38,000/ 
yr after 6-month probation), benefits, 
advancement opportunities. Call 888/448
AEMS for information, application packet.* 

EMT, paramedic: Life Ambulance Service, 
El Paso, has full-time openings. County 9-1-1/ 
hospital transfers. Send resumes to Life 
Ambulance Service, P.O.Box 1969, Canutillo, 
TX 79835, 915/877-3155.* 

EMTs, EMT-Is, paramedics, dispatchers, 
non-med wheelchair van drivers: Life Line 
Universal Transport, Inc., has full/part-time 
positions available. Competitive pay, paid CE
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and training, health, vision, life and dental 
insurance. Call Walter at 281/970-2273 or fax 
resume to 281/ 890-1442.* 

Specialized Claims Reviewer: TrailBlazer 
Health Enterprises, LLC, in Richardson, has 
opening for claims reviewer. Minimum 
qualification - EMT. Send resume and salary 
history to Connie Young, TrailBlazer Health 
Enterprises, LLC, Source Code: SCREMS, 
P.O.Box 655730, Dallas, TX 75265-5730, fax 
972/ 766-6102. * 

Paramedic/Training Officer: Bulverde
Spring Branch EMS is accepting applications 
for a paramedic/training officer. 24/48.  
Qualifications include 9-1-1 paramedic, exp.  
in initial training and CE. Send resume to 
Bulverde-Spring Branch EMS, P.O.Box 38, 
Spring Branch, TX 78070.* 

EMS Director desires Texas relocation: 
Currently direct countywide ALS service 
with 4 stations, 35 FTEs, 9,000 calls/yr, $2.1 
million budget, 21 years as director. B.S., 
NREMT-P, ACLS/PALS Affiliate Faculty.  
Contact Larry Marcum at 505/ 327-1221.* 

EMT students: Looking for EMT students 
for Fall semester at North Central Texas 
College -Lewisville. Earn college credit while 
becoming an EMT - contact NCTC
Lewisville at 972/420-0147.* 

Firefighter/EMT: City of Mineral Wells is 
accepting applications for a full-time 
firefighter/EMT (paramedic preferred). Must 
possess or have ability to obtain Advanced 
Firefighter certification and EMT-Paramedic 
certification; high school graduation or 
equivalent; valid TX Commercial Drivers 
License or CDL exempt and good driving 
record. Salary $1868/month. For application 
contact City Clerk/Personnel Office, 115 S.W.  
1s, P.O.Box 339, Mineral Wells, TX 76068, 
940/ 328-1211.* 

Paramedic: City of Mineral Wells is 
accepting applications for a part-time 
paramedic position. Must possess EMT
Paramedic certification; high school 
graduation or equivalent; valid TX 
Commercial Drivers License or CDL exempt 
and good driving record. Salary $8/hour. For 
application contact City Clerk/Personnel 
Office, 115 S.W. 1, P.O.Box 339, Mineral 
Wells, TX 76068, 940/ 328-1211.* 

EMS Administrator: Santa Fe Fire & 
Rescue is seeking candidates for EMS 
Administrator. Certified paramedic 
experienced in both volunteer and paid 
service, 5* years exp preferred with at least 2 
years in administrative capacity and computer 
knowledge pertaining to EMS reporting and 
operations. SFFR is made up of 3 volunteer 
fire stations and a paid/volunteer EMS 
station that serves about 25,000. Send resume 
to P.O. Box 99, Santa Fe, TX 77510, Attn: 
Personnel. *

For Sale: 1985 Type I Wheeled Coach 
ambulance on a Chevy chassis. Auto trans, 
35,000 miles. Contact Danbury VFD at 409/ 
922-1603 or 409/922-1267.  

For Sale: Lookingfor CE? Call Master Train 
at 210/ 832-0422 to inquire about schedules for 
CPR training, EMT CE, ACLS, and others.  

For Sale: Ambulance billing by full service 
billing agency. Y2K compliant, electronic 
billing, standard & individualized reports, 
assistance with facility education on billing 
guidelines for federal and state billing. Contact 
Health Claims Plus at 888/483-9893, 
www.healthclaimsplus.qpg. com.+ 

For Sale: CPR manikins, new and used.  
CPR supplies, airways, manikin face shields, 
face pieces, parts. Manikin maintenance 
cleaning and repairs. Rental manikins avail
able. Contact Ron Zaring, Manikin Repair 
Center, Houston, 281/484-8382 or fax 281/922
4429.+ 

For Sale: Texas EMS Consulting Service.  
Specialized paramedic CE classes, prep class for 
paramedic TDH exam, 24 years exp. Contact 
Max A. Smith, EMT-P, pager with voice mail, 
254/ 918-9033, www.maxpages. com/emsser
vices.+ 

For Sale: 1989 Type I Wheeled Coach 
ambulance, Ford Econoline 350 XL Diesel.  
54,000 miles. Contact Jim Stephens, Yorktown 
EMS at 361/564-3966. + 

For Sale: CE anywhere, anytime, with CE 
Solutions. Accredited by CECBEMS, accepted 
by Texas and National Registry. Materials 
available in workbook, software or Internet 
format. Call 888/ 447-1993 M-F 8-5, www.ems
ce.com. + 

For Sale: Texas EMS consulting service is 
available to provide assistance to EMS

providers. Specialized in Advanced Paramedic 
CE classes and preparation class for TDH 
Paramedic certification exam. Fee schedules 
available, 24 years experience in the EMS field 
and fire service. Contact Max Smith, 254/918
9033, leave message; see www.maxpages.com/ 
emsservices or email texasems@hotmail.com* 

For Sale: CPRmanikins, new and used. CPR 
supplies, airways, manikin face shields, face 
pieces, parts. Manikin maintenance cleaning 
and repairs. Rental manikins available. Contact: 
Ron Zaring, Manikin Repair Center, Houston, 
281/484-8382 or FAX 281/922-4429.+ 

TX-1 Disaster Medical Assistance Team 
(DMAT)-Houston Division. Meets the second 
Saturday of each month at Ben Taub Emergency 
Center, 9am-12 noon. Free CE's offered. Call 
Susan Simmons at 281/267-7704.  

EMSAT - The Texas EMS association that 
represents people like you. Mission statement: 
"EMS Association of Texas shall promote 
emergency medical services as a recognized 
health care profession and actively participate in 
the future direction of EMS through legislative 
efforts for the well being of the public and its 
membership." PO Box 920952, Suite 402, 
Houston, TX 77292-0952,409/830-1864. Web site: 
www.xanadu2.net/emsat/ 

EMT, EMT-I, EMT-P completion courses 
available through Burnet Emergency Services, 
Burnet, TX. Call Cindy Edwards at 512/756-8968 
for dass dates and registration.  

Healthcare Provider CPR, EMT CE and 
skills, ACLS courses available through Master 
Train. Call Paul Cash at 210/832-0422.  

+ This listing is new to this issue.  
* Last issue to run (If you want your ad to 

run again please call 512/834-6748.)
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Placing an ad? To place an ad or list a meeting date in this section, write 
the ad (keep the words to a minimum, please) and fax to: Texas EMS Magazine, 
512/834-6736 or send to Texas EMS Magazine, 1100 West 49th, Austin, TX 
78756-3199. Ads will run in two issues and then be removed.  

Moving? Let us know your new address-the post office may not 
forward this magazine to your new address. Use the subscription form in this 
magazine to change your address, just mark the change of address box and 
mail it to us or fax your new address to 512/834-6736. We don't want you to 
miss an issue! 

Renewing your subscription? Use the subscription form in this maga
zine to renew your subscription and mark the renewal box.



This profile submitted by Byron Harrison, NREMTP 

EMS Profile: Northwest EMS

Name of Service: Northwest Emer
gency Medical Services 

Number of Personnel: Two licensed 
paramedics, 15 EMT-Ps, six EMT-Is, six 
EMTs, and three office personnel.  

How Many Years in Service: North
west EMS, a not-for-profit service, re
ceived its first call February., 1981.  

Number of Units and Capabilities: 
NWEMS currently has five MICU-ca
pable ambulances and one supervisDr's 
car. Three ambulances are staffed with 
two units in reserve. A paramedic su
pervisor is on duty seven days a week.  

Number of Calls and Service Area:

Bureau of Emergency Management 

Texas Department of Health 

1100 West 49th Street 
Austin, Texas 78756-3199

Periodical 
Rate Paid 

At Austin, Texas

NWEMS responded to 2,876 calls in 1998 
for an average of eight calls a day. Call 
volume has increased 20 percent annu
ally over the last five years. NWEMS 
covers the City of Tomball and the sur
rounding areas of north Harris County, a 
district approximately 125 square miles in 
size. NWEMS also provides non-emer
gency transfers for several Tomball nurs
ing homes and Tomball Regional 
Hospital.  

Ongoing Projects: NWEMS teaches 
CPR monthly with an average atten
dance of 25 citizens, and gives blood 
pressure and cholesterol screenings, and 
health and safety education.  

The NWEMS bike team, consisting of 
seven ALS-equipped bicycles, attends 
many functions including the 1999 
Galveston Mardi Gras celebration and 
the Houston marathon. Our bike team 
also teams with the Tomball Police De
partment to pair paramedics with police 
officers on patrol during community 
events, parades and on regular patrol.  

NWEMS supports educational activi
ties, including the John Hassell Memorial 
Scholarship, a $1000 scholarship pre
sented annually to a Tomball High 
School senior.  

The Vial of Life program was estab
lished on a city-wide basis by NWEMS 
last fall and to date more than 6,000 vi
als have been given away. NWEMS 
and the Tomball Police Department, 
with a grant from the Medtronics 
Foundation, have placed an AED in 
each police car within the city limits.  
Since placing these units, we have 
documented two resuscitations.  

NWEMS provided free immuniza
tions this summer at four different lo
cations and flu shots to the residents of 
local assisted-living facilities and senior 
citizen groups last year.  

The Think Child Safety program, 
which began this year, provides area 
children with bicycle safety instruction, 
bicycle inspections, bike helmets and 
child identification. -.

Northwest EMS covers the 
City of Tomball and north 
Harris Courty.


